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Gifford,  sir  Robert,  Eye 
Gilbert,  Davies,  Bodmyn 
Gipps,  George,  Ripon 
•Gladstone,  John,  Lancaster 
Glerawley,    viaoount,   Downpa- 

trick 
Gooch,  Thomas  Sheriock,  Suf- 
folk 
•Gordon,  John,  AtUone 
Gordon,  Robert,  Cricklade 
Goulbum,  Henry,  West  Looe 
Gower,  eari,  StaffbrdsUre 
•Graham,  James  R.  G.  Kingston- 

upon-HuU 
•Gi^diam,    Sandford,   Ludgera- 

shsU 
Graham,  sir  James,  bart  Carlisle 
*Graham,  Thomas,  Kinross-shire 
Grant,   Alexander  Cray,   Leat- 

witlvd 
Grant,  Charles,  Junr.  Inremesa- 

shixe 
Grant,  Francis  Wm.' Elginshire 
Grant,  G.  Macphenon,  Suther- 

landshire 
*Grsnt,  Robert,  Elgin,  &c.  . 
Grattan,  right  hon.  H.  Dublin 
Greenhfll-Russall,  Robert,  Thirsk 
Grenfell,  Pascoe,  Mariow 
Greville,  hon.  sir  C.  J.  Warwick 
•Griffith,  John  Wynne,  Denbigh 
*Groeyenor,  R.  £.  D.  Romney 
Grosrenor,  Thomaa,  Chester 
Guise,   nr    B.   William,    bart 

Gloucestershire 
Gumey,  Hudson,  Newton,  Hants. 
•Gumey,  Richard  H.  Norwich 
Hamilton,  lord  Arch.  Lanark- 

ahire 
Hamilton,  Hans.  DubUnshire 
Hare,  hon.  Richard,  Corkshire 
Hart,  George  Vauglian,Donegii]- 

shhne 
Harvey,  Charles,  Carlow 
•Harvc^,  Daniel  W.  Colchester 
*Hawkui8,  afar  Chart  Penryn 
Heathcote,  nr  Gilbert,  bart  Rut- 
land 
Heathcote,    Thomas    Freeman, 

HampaUre 
«HeygiUe,  William,  Sudbury 
Hin,  lord  Arthur,  Down  county 
IBU,  right  hon.  sir  G.  F.  London- 
derry 
Hodson,  John,  Wigan 
HoUlsworth,  Arthur  Howe,  Dart- 
mouth 
^Holfotd,  Geofva,  Hastinga 
Hoknes,  sir  L.  f.  W.  bart  New- 
port, iaie  of  Wight 


IM  cf4h€  House  Q 


Holmts,  WilBam,  T^tnett 
^omfiray,  Samuel,  Stafford 
♦HoB^ood,  WiUiam  P.  Kent 
Hope,  boiu  tar  ▲leauuter,  linlitik- 

gowaluie 
Hope,  sir  Wm.  Jolmston,  Diub- 

frieshire 
Hornby,  Edmund,  Bneston 
Horrocks,  Samuel,  'PrestOB 
Honblop,  Johm  Archer,  Eaaex 
•Hoiildaworth,  Xhomai^  Ponle- 

fract 
*Houatoiii^  Alexander,  Gkugew, 

&c. 
Howard,  lion.  F.  6.  CaslleEi8ii\Er 
Howard-Malyneiix-Howaii^   Jd. 

HemyHiomaL  Arundel 
Howara,  bon.  William,  Morpeth 
Howortfa,  Homphiy,  Bvediam 
*Hadaon,  Harrington,  HeOcstone 
Hughes  W.Lewi%  Wallingfoid 
Hnbe, Mr Charlea,  ^lEcstLooe 
*Hunie,  Jeieph,  Ahecdeea,  Ac 
Huntu^old,  lord,  Dunwidi 
HoibU  Bohert,  Haniham 
HndBison,  nghl  1iqii»  WiOiam, 

Chichesler 
^VHntcIunaon,  hon.  C.  H.  Cork 
Jackaoiw  sir  Jolm,  bart.  Oorer 
Jenlunaon,  bon.  C«  C.  jC.  Giib- 


Ledie,  Gharlea  Bowell,  M^nag- 

banehire 
Lester,  Ben].  Lester,  Poole 
Levia^  Thomaa  Fmntland,  Bean- 

maxis 
LitUeton,   Edward  Mm,.  Staf- 

fordafaine 
Uofd,    Ja«ie8    Marten,    Hmr 

Sboiebam 
LM,  jir  Edward  Price,  Iwt 

Lockhait,  VTMBm  fUiot,  SM- 
kirksbire 

^n.  Charles,  Hail»- 


Innesyllugh,  Kiricwall^  Ae. 
^Innia,  John,  Crcamponnd 
Joeelyn,  yiscomit,  Loath  ooanty 
JoUiffie,  Hf ItOB,  Petersfield 
^Jonca,  sir  Thomaa  J.  X  Biadge- 

Borfh 
Irring,  John,  Brsmber 
«Karao)f ,  Thomas  P.  Ayr,  &c. 
Kenrisoi^  nr  Edw.  NorOiamptoD 
Wng,  air  J.  D.  baz^  AVpcombe 
•Kingaboiot^b,  Tiscouiit,  Cork- 

ahire 
♦KlnwimU^  Wm.  S.  ^^ievcaflOe, 

Stafford 
Knatchbol^  isir  fdnard,  bwt 

&erit 
KaoB,  Thomas,  Dnngannon 
ItyniatOB^PoweD,  John,  'Sheq^ 

sbxre 
Xiambylion.  G.  Westminster 
UbA,  ben.  WiUiMn,  FsterbD- 

roogh 
Lambton,  John  Qeoi^ge,  Darham 

eounty 

Laaglon,  WSUam  'Gof«,  .Soma»- 

■etshire 
IrssfriVn,  siaoount,  NorthaOsr- 

ton 
I^toocbe,  John,  LdtrimsUre 
latonche,  Bobcart,  KlUaieshire 
**Lawson,  Marmaduhe,  Boroagh- 

bridge 
«Leak^  WiUbun,  St  Micbaeb 
Leferr^  Ghadea  Shans,  Beadhlg 
Legh,  Tbomaa,  Newton,  Xisaca- 

sbire 
Icigb,  James  Heniy,  WladisstBr 
Leigh,  sir  Robert  Hol^  bait.' 

Wigan  ** 

Lemon»air  WIlHanyhirt  Car»- 1 

wall  j 


*XiMigman,  Oeorve,  Maidstone 

Lopes,  sir  M.  M.  Banataple 

Loraine,  1ob4,  Besalston 

Lowndes,  William  &  Bnfikiqg- 
hamsbiwe 

Lowthei^  hon.  B.  €edlj  West- 
morland 

LowU«r«iohi^  Oumhnrland 

liowther.  bon.  John  H.  'Codnr- 
month 

Lowther*    iibooiw(^    Westmor- 
land 

Lnbbock,'inr  John  W.  Jwrt  Leo- 
minster 

*Lucv,  George,  Powey 

Loshmgfeon,  St^^Jm  R.  Caalsf 
bury 

Luttrel^  ilevy  Powws,  ifino. 
head 

Liitlrd],.J.  Pentnei,  Bfiaebead 

Lygon,  bon.  Hen.  Beauch.  Wor- 


^'LygoB,  boo.  Edward  P.  CalUqh 

ton 
Xyster,  Richard,  Shxewsbmry 
i^tlelton,  bon.  W.  H.  Ifoscea- 

tersbire 
MaberlT*  JM"*.  AhimrdAB 
Afecdonald,  Jame^  Caloe 
Mafdonald,  Ronald  Geo.  J^yy- 

ton 
Mackintosh,   «r  imm  te«- 

'•Knansbofoiu^ 
♦MaAemaiyThaBaH,  Rosa-sbine 
«M<Xieod,  Aodnd^,  QauM^ 

shire 
Mscnaqghtgi,B.A.  OefiMd 
Bfacbooochie,  Alexander,  .Qodl, 

dm. 
Macqnera,  Tbomaa  Potter,  €ast 

Loioe 
Madocks,  William    JUfli^iider, 

Boston 
MagcnivHkfhaati,«tn.  Enniskfl^ 

Isn 
Mahon,  boa.  St^pbsD,  Boiatni' 

monsUn 
^Maitand,  Tiatfnmt,  Rkhmond 
^Maidandr  John  V.  GameUbrd 
Maitland,  Ebeneser  P.  VB^ing 

Coed 
Mannen,  lord  OMilni  .6.  »C«ni- 

biidnssluiis 
Mnaneni^tod  Robeit,  J.^eeistw- 

shise 
Maonns,  Robert^  'Cambridge 
Manning,  WiUibibb,  LymililtOB 


^MansMd.  John,  Ukmtet 
March,  can  of,  Chichester 
Ma^ribaak^  »r  J.  bart.  Ber-* 

wiclcshire 
Mairyaftt,  Josqdi,  Sandwich 
*Mardn,  sir  Thomas  B.  Plymtnfh 
♦Martin,  Biohaid,  GahraysUiis 
Martin,  James,  Tevkesbinry 
BIsithew,  bon.  Moati^a,  TSpersty 

county 

Maide,  lon-HSUiam  S.  Fcste- 

shire 
»MaaaraB,  Joiin,  Renfiewihbw 
Mellish,  ITdliam,  Middlsaes 
♦Mereist,  John  W.  D.  Uohester 
Methuen,  Paul,  Wiltsfcare 
•AGIbank,  Marie,  CameUasd 
•Mildmi^,  PMlct  fit  J.  Wh^ 


•MUes,  William,  Chippedban 
MiUs,€haHes,  Wannck 
*Miles,  George,  Winchdaaa 
Milton,  Tiscount,  Yoriuhim 
•Mitchell,  John,  KinptaM^SB . 

Monck,ifa-€.MLLblMttL  Um^ 
nmbaolaad 

Monqr,  Wm^  Taylar,  WeOeis 


«MontK^  lord&nd.  HiiKing 

tdonahire 

•Jlon^gn^  Wjn.jM|g.  Umiling' 
don 

Montgomwy,  jdr.  J.  hart  PaAis 

aluvB 
*Mon%omeiis,  Jamei,  Mjiakum 
BlooM^  Peter,  C^Tjpntqr 
JdooEWOL  nr  Aobesi^  QnsBn- 

boBonffh 
Mofdannt,  sfrClmst  W^nwkk. 

shire 
MovgnOfMrCharif^,  fawLMMH 

QMutbehine 
*Moigan,  Geoige  Gonld,  Bsecon 
Moriandr  nr  B.  B.  bart.  St 


MoQ>e(fc^  mcoant,  Qombeahntf 
Morrit,  John  Bimi  M.  Sh«ft(n- 

Mostjrn,  sbr  Thomas  b«rt  Ktiat- 


^MonntdiaiisB.   aacl^  «Dim^Bal- 

ahiie 
•Mount,  William  ltenonlh,.i<le 

of  Wight 
Muady,  JCd.  Miliar^  Dnrimibife 
*Mundy,  George,  Boroughbiidge 
NealQ,  Jir  Hni^  9.  .bMt.  L^ 

mington 
Needham,  bon.  Francis,  Newiy 
^cvittv^on.  Bkhar4>  Beri^sUfw 
Nerille,  Richard,  Wezfbsd 
NonvnqbRnbenWjsi.  ^oeler 
Newpos^  ffightiKn.  sir  J.  ban. 

Watwfoxd 
•Newton,  William,  (pvirieb 
JRchoIlt  ri^takiir  J.  kmffi^ 

Bedwin 
Xoal,  j#  Amid  ,fMM^9M^ 

Und 

nnigb 


North,  IHidl07»  HwUiBgtDii,  Ac. 
Nortiiey,  Wn.  NevpoH,  Cora- 

♦Nngrat,  lir  G.  bnt  Buckings 

ham 
Nugent,  km),  Ayictlmry 
OIBileii,  ikr  Edm  but  Oave 
♦O'Calkgban,  Jamea,  Tngonf 
Ogle,  Hen.  Ifeade,  Dlwhada 
0'Ha^^  Charlea,  Sligodhim 
*Ooiiiiaii0y,  Francis  M.  Barn- 

■taple 
O^cO,  boD.  J.  R.  Bnwe,  Aalrim- 

shire 
OdsIow,  Arthur,  GuUdfoid 
Old,  WUfiam,  Morpeth 
Osbom,  sir  John,  Bedfordshire 
Osborne,  lord  F.  G.  Cambridge- 

•hlK 

Owen,  air  John,  bait.  Ponbroke- 

shire 
Paget,  hoB.  Berkeley,  Aqglesea- 

ahiie 
Paget,  hoft.  Chariaa,  Canarfon 

RBI- 


Liu  of  the  House  of  Commons* 

Poeock,  Geocge,  Bridgewater      * 
Pole,  right  hon.  W.  W.  Qoeen'a 

County 
PoUington,  viseount,  Pontefract 
Ponsonby,  hon,   Fred.  C.  Kil- 

keaayahire 
Porter,  Geoi^e,  StodLbndge 
Portmaa,  Edward  Berkeley,  Dor* 

setshire 
P6weil,  WUliam  Edwaid,Cai^ 

gandiire 
Power,  Rtehaid,  Waterfoidahire 
Powlett,  hon.  W.  I.  F.  V.  Durham 

county 
*Priee,  Robert,  Herefoidshire 
Price,  lUchard.  New  Radnor 
Piingle,  nr  William  Henry,  Us- 

keafd 
Proby,  hon.  Orenr.  Ler.  Wick- 

lowihiie 
PktiAcroe,  Edward,  Bristol 
*PryBe,  Pryse,  Cardigan 
Qnin,  hon.  Wyndham,  limetlck 

County 
Raine,  Jonathan,  Newport,  Corn- 
wall 


Pagety  boa.  sir  Edward, 

borne  Port 
Piakeoham,  hon.  H.  Rob.  West- 1  Ramsbottom,  John,  jun.  Windsor 


meath  county 
*Pa]k,sfar  L.  V.bait.  Aahbuiton 
^Palmer,  Chas.  Fyihc,  Readfaig 
Palmer,  Qiarics,  Bath 
Pklmeritone,    visoDant,    Cam- 
bridge nniven^ 
*Pkres,  Thomas,  Leicester 
Pterndl,  sir  Henry,  bait.  Queen's 

County 
Paradl,  WUUam,  Widdowahire 
•Parsons,  John,  King's  County 
*ftarse,  John,  Devises 
Plecl,  air  Robert,  bart»Tamworth 
T*eel,  right  hon.  Robert,  Oxford 
Ved,  Wm.  Tales,  Tamwovth 
Pdrse,  Henry,  Northallerton 
Peiham,  lMm.Cbarlea  A.  lincoln- 

shire 
Peiham,  hon.  George  Andrew, 

Newton,  Hanti 
Pellew,  hon.  Pownell  B.  Lann- 

ceston 
•Pennefather,  Rkhard,  Cashd 
^Peroeral,  Spencer,  Ennis 
Percy,  hon.  Jooelyn,  Berslston 
^Perey,    hon.    mUiam    Henry, 

Stamford 
Perring,  sir  John,  ban  Hvthe 
Philliinore,  Joseph,  St.  Mawes 
PhiBpa,  George,  Steyning 
*Pldflps,  George  Richard,  Hor- 
sham 
"Philfips,  Charles  M.  Leicester- 
shire 
Plupps,    hon.  Edmund,  Queen- 
borough 
FIggott,  tir  Arthur,  knight,  Arun- 

dell 
Pitt,  Joseph,  Cricklade 
Pitt,   Wimam  Morton,  Dorset- 

ahire 
Plumer,  WUUam,  HIgham  Per- 


Plimhett,  right  hon.  W.  C.  DubUn 
Unlversltf 
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Ramsden,  John  Charles,  Malton 
RaacUIRe,  lord,  Nottingliam 
Richardson,  WiUiam,  Armagh, 

county 
«R]ckford,  WUUam,  Aylesbury 
ItiddeU,  or  J.  B.  hart.  SeUciik, 

dec. 
Ridley,  rir  Matthew  White,  bart 

Newcastle-upon-Tyoe 
♦Roharti,   Abraham  W.  Maid- 
stone 
Roberta,  WiUiam   Tiemey,  St 

Albans 
^Roberta,  WUson  A.  jun.  Bewdly 
*RobertM>n,  Alexander,    Gram- 
pound 
^Uiobbison,  sir  Christopher,  Cal- 

lington 
RobittiM>n,  John,  Bishop's  Castle 
Robinson,  right  hon.  Fred.   J. 

Ripon 
Rochfort,  Gustavus    H.    West- 

meathshire 
Rocksavage,  earl  of.  Castle  Ris- 

ing 
Rose,   right   hon.    George    H. 

Christchurch 
Rowley,  sir  Wm.  bart  Suffolk 
«Rumbold,    Charles     E.    Yar- 

moutii 
RnsaeU,  MatUiew,Blechinglyand 

Saltash 
*Russell,k>rd  John,  Taristock 
RnsseU,  lord  George  W.  Bedford 
RusseU,  lord  WUUam,  Taristock 
Ryder,  right  hon.  Richard,  Ti- 


*St  John,   hon.  Fred.  Oxford 

dty 
St.  Paul,  Henry  Heneage,  Ber- 
wick 
St  P&ul,  sfarH.  D.  C  Bridport 
Savile,  Albany,  Oakhamplon 
♦SarUe,  Christopher,  Oakhamp- 
ton 

(c) 


Scott,  Samuel,  Whitchnrch 
Soott,  sir  WUUam,  knight,  Down- 
ton  and  Oxford  Unimirity 
*Scott,  hon.  Wm.  H.  J.  H^ftca- 

bury 
•ScourfieU,  Wm.  H.  Haverford<» 

west 
Sebright,  sir  John  S.  bart  Hert- 
fordshire 
Selton,  eari  of,  Droitwidi 
Seymour,  lord  Robert,  Carmar« 

thenshire 
^Seymour,  Hugh,  Antrimshire 
Sharpe,  Richard,  PortarUngton 
Shaw,  Robert,  DubUa 
Sheldon,  Ralph,  WlHon 
Shdley,  mr  John,  bart  Lewea 
Shepherd,   sir  Samuel,  knight, 

Dorchntcr 
*Shq;>herd,  John  H.  Shaftesbury 
Shifhier,  George,  Lewes 
Sibthorp,  Conbigsby  W.  Linclon 
Simpson,  hon.  John  B.  Wenlock 
*SfaKhar,  George,  Bute 
Singleton,  Mark,  Eye 
Smteh,  George,  Wendover 
*Smith,  hon.  Robert,  Wcadover 
Smith,  Tho.  Assheton,  Andorer 
Smith,  John,  Medhurst 
Smith,  Samuel,  Bfedhuist 
Smith.  WiUiam,  Norwich 
Smyth,  John  Hemy,  Cambridge 

UnlrerBity 
Sneyd,  Nathaniel,  Cataashire 
Somenet,  lotd  0«  C.  H.  Mon- 

mouthsldre 
Somerset,  lord  R.  E.  H.  Glouces- 
tershire 
'Somerset,  lord  F.  J.  H.  Truro 
Somer?iUe,  sir  M.  bart  Meatfa- 

shire 
Spencer,  lord  Robert,    Wood- 
slock 
Stanhope,  hon.  J.  H.  S.  Fowcy 
Stanley,  lord,  Laocaahire 
"Staunton,  sir  George,  bart  St 

Michael 
"Stephens,  Samuel,  St  Ives 
Stewart,  hon.  J.  H.  K.  Wigton, 

&c. 
"Stewart,  Alexander  R.  London- 

derryshire 
Stewart,  right  hon,  sir  J.  bart 

Tyrone  county 
"Stewart,  Wm.  Tyrone  county 
StirUng,  nr   Walter,    bart  St 

Wes 
Strahan,  Andrew,  Romney 
StrathaTen,  lord,  Grinstead 
Strutt,  Joseph  Holden,  Maiden 
Stuart- Wortlev,  James  A.  Boa- 

aney,  and  YorlLshire 
"Stuart,  lord  P.  J.  H.  E.  Carfiff 
Sturt,  Hen.  Charles,  Bridport 
Sumner,  George  Holme,  Surrey 
Suttie,  sir  James,  bart  Hadding- 
tonshire 
Sutton,  right  hon.  C.  M.  Scar- 
borough 
Swann,  Henry,  Penryn 
Sykes,  rir  M.  M.  bart  Yoric  s. 
^monds,  Thos.  PoweU,  Hereford 


Lisi  of  the  House  ofCommontm 


Talbot,  lUcliaid  WogM,  Dublin- 

sliire 
Tavistock,  marquis  of,  Bedford- 
shire 
*Taylor,  John  Bbiden,  Hythe 
Tayior,  John,  YannonUiy  isle  of 

Wight 
Taylor,  Charles  WiDiam,  Wells 
Taylor,  George  Watson,  Seaford 
Taylor,  Michael  Angelo,  Durham 

city 
•Temple,  earl,  Bucks 
"Tennyson,  Charles,  Grimsby 
"Tennyson,  George,  Blechingly 
*Thorp,  John  Hiomas,  London 
Thynne,  lord  John,  Bath 
Tiemey,    right    hon.    George, 

Knaresborough 
Tomllne,  William  Edw.  Truro 
Townshend,  hon.IL  G.P.Whit- 
church 
fTownshend,  lord  J.  N.  a  HeU 

lesion 
Tremayne,  John  Hearle,  Com- 

waU- 
Tndwajr,  John  Paine,  Wells 
*Tttrton,  Edmund,  Hedon 
Tyrwhit-Drake,    Thomas,    Ag- 

mondesham 
lyrwhit-Drake,    William,    Ag- 

mondesham 
«Upton,  hon.  Arthur  P.  St  Ed- 

mondsbury 
Ure,  Masterton,  Weymouth 
Vandttart,  right  hon.  N.  Har- 

wich 
Vanghan,  sir  R.  W.  hart  Me- 
rionethshire 
Verdcer,  hon.  J.  Pren.  limerick 
Vernon,  Granville  Yen.  Aldbo- 

rough 
Vernon,  Geo.  G.  V.  Lichfidd 
"Waithman,  Robert,  London 
"Walker, Joshua,  Aidborough 


"Walker,  Samuel,  Aldborough 
Wallace,    risht   hon.    Thomas 

Weymputn 
Walpole,  hon.  Geoi^,  Dungar- 

Yon 
Walpole',  lord,  Kinff's  Lynn 
Wai^,  Robert,  Hademere 
Warrender,  sirG.  hart  Sandwich 
Webb,  Edward,  Gloucester 
Webster,  sir  G.  bait.  Sussex 
Welby,  sir  W.  E.  bt  Grantham 
Wettedey,  W.  P.  T.  Long,  WUt- 

shire 
Wemyss,  William,  Pifeshire 
"Western,  hon.  H.  R.  Monaghan- 

shire 
Western,  Charles  C.  Essex 
"Weymouth,  riscount,  Weobly 
Wharton,  John,  Beverley 
Wharton,  Richard,  Durham  city 
"Whitbfead,  William  Hen.  Bed- 

ford 
"White,  Luke,  Leitrimshire 
Whitmore,     Thomas,    Bridge- 
north 
Wiffram,  air  Robert  Lestwithid 
Wilberforce,  William,  Bramber 
Wilbraham,  Edw.  B.  Dover 
Wildman,  James  B.  Colchester 
Wilkins,  Walter,  Radnonhire 
Williams,  Owen,  Marlow 
Williams,  fax  Robert,  hart  Car- 
narvonshire 
Williams,  Robert,  Dorchester 
"WiUiams,  William,  Weymouth 
Willoughby,  Henry,  Newark 
"Wilmot,  Robeit  J.  Newcastle, 

Stafford 
"Wilson,  sir  Robert,  Southwark 
"Wilson,  Thomas,  London 
Wodehouse,  Edmond,  Norfolk 
"Wodehouse,  hon.  John,  Marl- 

borov^h 
Wood,  Mattheir,  London 


Wood,  Thomas,  firsooBshire 

Worcester,  marquis  of,  Mon- 
mouth 

Wright,  John  Atkms,  Ozfoid 
ci^ 

Wrottesley,  Henry,  Brackley 

"Wyndham,  Whadham,  New 
Sarum 

Wynn,  Charles  Watkin  W. 
Mon^merrshire 

Wynn,  Sr  W.  W.  bait  Denlrigh- 
shire 

Yorfce,  dr  Joseph  Sydney,  Rye- 
gate 


List  or  tub  Sixteen  Peers 
FOR  Scotland. 

Arbuthnot,  John,  viscount  Ar- 

buthnot 
Colville,  John,  baron  Colville 
Douglas,    Charles,  marquis   of 

Queensbury 
Erddne,  Thomas,  eail  of  Kellie 
Forbes,  James  Ochoncar,  baron 

Forbes 
Fraser,  Alexander  George,  banm 

Salton 
Gray,  Fhmds,  baron  Gray 
Hay,      George,     marquis     of 
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•  * 

TAtfTfrfayy  January  H*  1619. 

Meeting  o*  the  n«w  Parlia- 

MENT.3  This  being  the  day  appointed 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Ne«r  PaHument, 
feereral  Lords  came  doWn  to  the  Houses, 
fend  the  clerks  and  officers  resumed  their 
respective  stations.  Soon  after  two  o'clock 
the  earl  of  Lirerpool  announced^  that  the 
Prince  Regent  had  been  graciously  pleased^ 
acting  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
bis  Majesty,  to  cause  letters  patent  to  be 
issued  uncfer  the  Great  Seal,  appointing 
sir  Richard  Richardst  Lord  Chief  Baron 
of  his  Majesty's  Court  of  Exchequer,  to 
ait  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal, 
during  the  absence  of  such  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  Lord  Keeper.  The  said  letters 
patent  being  read,  00  the  motion  of  the 
earl  of  LiTerpool,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
Lord  Chief  oaron  should  have  the  mace 
carried  before  him,  and  laid  upon  the 
woolsack.  Lord  Chief  Raron  Richards 
Chen  advanced  from  towards  the  centre  of 
the  House,  with  the  mace  carried  before 
him  to  the  Woolsack,  upon  which  the 
ttiace  was  laid,  according  to  the  accus- 
tomed form.  His  lordsnip  stated,  that 
Cfae  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  had  been 
gracioosly  pleased  to  cause  a  commission 
to  be  issued  under  the  Great  Sesl,  ap- 
pomting  certain  Lords  therein  named  to 
declare  the  causes  fbr  holding  this  Parlia- 
ment, and  pot  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment during  pleasure*  which  was  agreed 
to.  Shortlr  afterwardi  the  Lords  Com- 
(yOL.KXXUL) 


missioners,  namely,  the  Lord  President  6f 
the  Council  (the  earl  of  Harrowby);  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal  (the  earl  of  Westmpf- 
land),  the  duke  of  Wellington^  the.  earl 
of  Shaftesbury,  and  the  earl  of  Liverpool 
entered  the  noose  in  their  robes^  aiiil 
took  their  seats,  the  Lord  Chief  Bibron  hi 
the  meantime  retiring  behind  the  throne. 
The  Lord  President,  in  the  name  of' the 
Lords  Commissioners,  ordered  the'  Gen- 
tletaan  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  to  pro- 
ceed to  require  the  attendance  of  the 
Commons.  The  Gentleman  Usher  of  Urn 
Black  Rod  went  forth',  and  shortly  after- 
wards returned  with  Mr.  Dyson,  the 
deputy  clerk  of  the  House  of  CommCm^ 
accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  mem- 
bers. On  their  coming  to  the  bar,  the 
Lord  President  said,  <<  My  Lords  and 
Gentlemen,  it  not  being  convenient  for 
the  Prince  Regent  to  attend  here  this 
day  in  person,  his  Roval  Highness,  acting* 
in  the  name  and  on  tne  behalf  of  his  Mar 
jestVi  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  causd 
a  Commission  to  be  issued  under  the 
Great  Seal,  to  us  and  odier  lords  directed, 
authorizing  us  to  open  this  Parliament* 
which  Commission  you  will  now  hea^ 
read."— The  Conunission  having  beea 
read  by  the  clerk,  the  Lord  President 
said, — *'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  by 
virtue  of  the  Commission  which  has  been 
now  read,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  com- 
mands of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Resent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the  be- 
half of  his  Majesty,  we  have  toannounce  to 
you,  that  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  nnmbeir  of 
members  of  both  Houses  shall  be  swom*^ 
the  causes  for  hcldiDg  this  parliaooeiil  win' 
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had  Dot  felt  a  «trong  conviction  that  it 
was  in  uoiaoo  with  the  sentimeDts  of  the 
House,,  and  a  confident  hope  UiftX  it  vould 
meet  with  their  unanimous  concurrence. 
I  trust,  Sir,  that  in  proposing  to  the  House, 
that  he  to  whom  this  most  important  trust 
was  confided  by  our  predecessors,  be 
continued  in  the  possession  of  it««that 
the  right  honorable  Charles  Manners  Sut- 
ton be  again  placed  in  our  chair — I  shall 
meet  with  the  general  support  of  those 
whom  I  have  the  honor  of  addressing. 
The  experience  we  have  had  of  his  con- 
djict  in  that  exalted  situation,  has  of 
course  been  short.  But,  such  as  it  has 
been,  I  may  with  confidence  appeal  to 
t^ose^  who  bear  me,  •  whether  it  did  not 
fully  justify  the  expectations  of  his  friends, 
whether  it  did  not  bear  out  all  those  libe- 
ral admissions  which  were  made  by  those, 
Wfho,  while  they  recorded  their  preference 
of  another,  gave  testimonjr  of  the  high 
sense  they  entertained  of  his  talents  and 
his  virtues.  Sir,  those  liberal  admissions 
were  drawn  forth  by  the  recollection  of 
what  his  conduct  had  been  in  anotlier 
office,  which  required  for  the  perfect  dis- 
diarg^  of  its  duties,  many  qualifications 
similar  to  those  which  are  necessary  for 
the  formation  of  an  efficient  Speaker.* 
The  office  to  which  I  allude  demands 
constant  attention,  which  is,  indeed,  indis- 
pensable for  the  administration  of  all  jus- 
tice, but  which  is  peculiarly  necessary 
for  the  branch  of  it  that  was  entrusted  to 
his  auperintendanoe,  from  the  great  ex- 
tent of  the  militaiy  body  over  which  he 
presided.  Beyond  this  the  situation  re- 
required  great  knowledge  of  mankind, 
mat  delicacy  (firom  the  nature  of  the 
business  whicn  was  to  be  trfmsacted,  and 
the  rank  and  habits  of  those  with  whom 
he  had  to  communicate),  great  patience 
great  vigilance,  great  equanimity,  and 
deep  forethought.  The  tenor  of  that 
office  imposed  on  him  the  duty  of  taking 
a  part  in  the  deliberations  of  this  House, 
when  military  subjects  connected  with  the 
functions  which  he  had  to  discharge,  were 
introduced;  and  I  am  sure  I  can  safely 
say  in  the  presence  of  those  who  heard 
him,  and  who  are  immediately  interested 
in  those  subjects,  that  while  he  defended 
his  opiiuona  with  warmth  and  earnest- 
ness, ne  DOTer  lost  si^ht  of  decorous  feel- 
ing; thatwhile  he  exhibited  the  honourable 

*  Troui  October  1S09  to  June  1817, 
Mr.  Manners  Sutton  filled  the  office  of 
Judge  Advocate  General. 
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xeal  and  boldness. whidi  are  inseparabJa 
from  conscious  innocence,  he  constantly 
avoided  the  use  of  any.  expression  that 
could  wound  the  feelmgs  of  any  man. 
Such,  too,  was  his  deportment  during  the 
short  time  that  he  was  in  tlie  chair  of 
this  house,  that  should  it  again  be  his  lot 
to  fill  that  diatinguiUied  situation,  he  will 
commence  his  new  career  without  the 
risk  of  encountering  a  single  foe,  and  hia 
anxiety  to  avoid  overstepping  the  bounds 
of  moderation  and  forbearance  on  every 
occasion,  so  essential  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  dignity  of  the  chair,  gives  the  best 
assurance  that  he  never  will  make  one. 

Of  his  other  qualities  it  is  unnjecessary 
for  me  to  speak;-*his  facility  of  access,  hw 
readiness  at  all  times  to  aobrd  infornsa- 
tion,  his  uniformly  mild  and  conciliatory 
manners;  these  are  well  known  to  aU 
who  sat  in  the  late  parliament.  But,  in 
alluding  to  the  qualincations  which  I  con- 
ceive to  be  necessary  in  a  Speaker,  there 
is  one  which  I  wish  particularly  to  notice. 
Whatever  may  be  his  talents  and  .attain* 
ments,  I  consider  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  he  should  possess  the  confidenoe  of 
the  House.  That  confidence,  no  rank, 
no  talents,  no  attainments  can  coromaod, 
while  we  bow  with  ready  deference  to 
high  integrity  and  lofty-minded  indepeo* 
d^ce.  It  is  upon  this  principle— «n  the 
possession  of  general  confidence,  that  the 
individual  whom  1  propose,  stands  oa 
unassailable  ground.  He  has  sought,  and  , 
he  has  obtamedf  the  confidence  of  the 
House;  without  which,  all  the  efforts  of 
his  authority  would  be  nugatory.  It  is^ 
Sir,  an  honorable  and  perhaps  a  peculiar 
destinction  of  this  country,  that  what  ia 
called  **  private  character**  is  the  best 
foundation^  for  the  maintenance  of  rank 
and  authority ;  that  character  command'' 
ing  the  greatest  distinction,  and  shedding 
lustre  on  the  brightest  talents*  Now,  Sir, 
if  there  be  any  otice  in  the  appointment 
to  which  it  is  pecoliariv  desirable^  that 
purity  and  excellence  of  private  character 
should  be.atteoded  to,it  is  that  of  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commooe-Hm  office^ 
the  powers  of  which  are  often  exeiciaed 
amidst  the  wanntli  of  pfirty  feeling— %e]t« 
ercised  in  the  approbation  of  bononfaUe 
actions,  and  the  oensore  of  base  oQea«« 
exercised  ( it  jooght  never  lobe  forgotjteB  )r 
where  the  votes  of  the  Hotise  are.ao. 
nearly  divided,  that  we  eetmst  to  the 
Speaker  the  right  of  giving,  fbrce.and  «e». 
lidity  to  our  aesokitioosH^  inpartiw 
the  wholo  iscigbt  «f.lliw  lo.whai  voiik^ 
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pibenriie  he  meMy  watte^per*  When 
AH  boaoimble  confidence  is  etrned.and 
obtainedt  we  then  give  to  the  decsstons 
of  a  Speaker,  not  a  reluctatit  BobroiMion 
to  ilieir  force,  but  a  ready  ac<^uietcenoe 
in  their  jottice.  If.  Sir,  I  am  right— if  1 
think  correctly  when!  tav,  that  the  au- 
thority of  ftatioo  is  much  increased  by 
that  ves|MBCt  which  we  naturally  nay  to 
men  disiinguithed  by  virtue  as  well  as  by 
tiiients»  then  I  can  recommend  still  more 
strongly  the  right  hon.  gentleman  whom 
I  have  named;  for  without  being  guilty 
of  the  indecorum  of  raising  the  veil  that 
conceals  private  life  from  publki  obsenra^ 
tion,  I  may  appeal  to  every  man  who 
knows  bitait  whether  throughout  his  inter* 
coone  with  oiaokind»  he  ever  met  with 
an  individual  of  purer  principles,  of  higher 
honour,  of  more  spotless  integrity  of  cha- 
racter? In  times  like  diese,  when  the 
acts  of  public  men  are  not  passed  lightly 
over ;  when  no  very  charitable  judgmjent 
it  coflMnenly  pronounced  on  their  motives, 
his  uoblemisncd  reputation  has  nobly 
alood  the  tesi  of  scrutiny;  and  be  has 
not  only^  escaped  censure,  but  united  all 
parties  in  hi$  praise*  I  therefore  move. 
Sir,  **  That  the  right  hon*  Charies  Man- 
ners Sutton  do  take  the  Chair  of  this 
House  as  Speaker/' 

Loud  Clive  said  :«-Sir,  when  I  consider 
the  importance  of  the  aituation  of  Speaker 
^-when  I  reflect  on  the  abilities  necessary 
to  fill  it  effectively,  and  the  knowledge 
both  of  the  law  and  the  conatitution, 
which  is  fequiiite  to  enable  an  individual 
entniated  with  the  office  satisfiictorily  to 
discham  his  high  duties«-I  feel  tfaiat  n 
gTMt  aifficttlty  .exists  in  finding  an  in- 
dividual,  competent  to  so  arduous  an  un- 
denajdng*  The  gentleman  who  has  just 
been  proposed  by  my  right  hon*  friend, 
appear*  to  me  to  possess  in  a  very  eminent 
degtte,  all  the  qualificatkms  necessary 
for  tbe  important  office  in  question.  In 
addition  to  the  high,  bat  merited  enco- 
miums which  have  been  bestowed  upon 
him  by.  my  right  hon*  firiend,  omv  be  no- 
ticed the  great  praotical  knowledge  of 
its  ttduotts  duties  which  he  will  bring 
with  him  to  the  chair,  the  patient- ntten- 
tioo  wish  whiob,  dnring^  the  short  time 
thai  ho.fiUod  it  in  the  last  pariiament,  he 
Usteaad  to  every  thing  whieh  was  said  on 
eMier  aidaof  the  Horn,  and  the  impar- 
tial dedsions  he  had  given  on  those  ooi 
easions,  •hen,  in  tlm  heat  of  animated 
diseitsiiea^  tfae.ftoeptomed  rales  of  debate 
aupposa*  H^tbo  viohited*    Oa  all 


anchoccanons^the  House  will  eajey  the 
benefit  of  that  calm  but  dignified  manner 
with  whiclb— by  a  temperate  and  well- 
timed  appeal,  without  forgetting  whaS 
was  due  to  the  indivldui^  in  error«-4ie 
had  shown  that  he  csn  restrain  that  im« 
petuosity  which,  if  unchecked,  would 
frequently  lead  ta  tbe  destruction  of  the 
harmony  that  ought  always  to  attend 
grave  legislative  deliberations*  On  everjf 
occasion  he  has  displayed  a  happy  inti* 
macy  with  our  usages  and  institutions 
which  has  called  forth  ^neral  applauso 
and  gratitude.  His  parUamentary  learn- 
ing,  ais  indefatigable  diligence,  his  patient 
research  into  the  precedents  and  autho- 
rities of  former  times,  deserve  the  highest 
encomium*  Nor  let  roe  fiirget  the  perse* 
verance  with  which  he  discharged  another 
duty  of  a  very  important  nature,  and  not 
the  less  important,  because  not  under  the 
public  eye,  I  mean  the  laborious  exami- 
nation of  those  private  bills  by  which  the 
disposition  of  millions  of  property  are 
annually  regulated*— Amongst  these  and 
his  many  other  high  qualifications,  there 
is  one  which,  although  adverted  to  b^  my 
right  hon*  friend,  I  cannot  prevad  on 
myself  to  pass  over  wholly  without  notice. 
It  is  the  pure  and  imblemished  character 
for  which  he  is  justly  admired  by  all  who 
have  seen  or  heard  any  thing  of  him. 
Happily,  this  is  in  England  particularly 
looked  to  as  a  criterion  by  which  to  judge 
of  the  fitness  of  an  individual,  for  an 
office  of  high  trust;  but  if  it  be  a  neces- 
aary  consideration  in  the  appointment  to 
any  office,  it  is  doubly  so  in  the  appoint- 
ment to  that  of  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  In  that  situation,  as  has  been 
so  eloquently  expressed  by  my  right  hon. 
frioMl,  the  mere  possession  of  command- 
ing tidents,  and  an  accurate  knowledge 
oithe  laws,  customs,  and  prerogatives  of 
the  House  is  not  sufficient,  imless  accom* 
panied  by  our  perfect  confidence*  To 
prove  that  these  qualifications  are  pos- 
sessed by  Mr*  Sutton,  it  is  only  necessary 
for  me  to  repeat  my  appeal  to  his  con- 
doot  in  the  last  parliament.  It  is  fortu- 
nate for  those  who  have  the  honour  of  pro-^ 
posing  his  return  to  the  chair,  that  we 
are  not  recommending  a  stranger  to  fill 
dwt  high  office*  To  the  knowledge  which 
the  majerity  of  the  House  have  of  tbe 
manner|in  which  he  has  already  conducted 
himself  as  Speaker,  he  will  be  more  m- 
debted  on  the  present  occasion  than  tO' 
any  thing  that  his  firiends,  however  trolVf 
can  say.    The  9oose  has  had  espierieecp 
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oriiiniyiincler  cironmscaiicet  of  peculiar 
difficulty.;  succeeding  a»  he  did  an  indm- 
dual,  who  vras  perhaps  the  most  eminent 
of  the  highly-gifled  persons  who  have 
filled  the  situation  of  Speaker,  since  the 
commenceaient  of  his  present  majesty's 
reign.  Under  those  circumstanceSi  he 
fulfilled  the  complicated  duties  of  his 
office,  in*,  a  manner  that  fully  entitles  him 
to  the  eloquent  eulogium  which  my  right 
hon«  friend  has  just  pronounced ;  he  se- 
cured that  >  character  in  the  House,  for 
attention,  impartiality  and  ability,  which 
completely  justifies  my  right  hon.  friend, 
in  olwijng  him  for  our  choice  this  day* 
That  the  proposition  will  be  cheerfoiry 
supported!  cannot  doubt:  and  I  could 
not  refuse  myself  the  satisfaction  of  ap- 
pearing amongst  those  wlio  were  anxious 
to  do  justice  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
merits,  being  perfectly  satisfied,  that  if  it 
should  please  the  House  to  adopt  the 
reoommendation  of  my  right  hon.  fritod, 
Mr*  Sutton,  as  long  as  he  fills  the  office 
ef  Speaker,  will  perform  his  Tarious  duties 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  justify  our  selec* 
tion,  and  to  deserve  our  thanks.  He  will, 
I  am  confident,  support  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  parliament  within  our  \%'all8; 
and*  whenever  it  may  become  necessary 
to  communicate  with  the  other  branch  of 
the  legislature,  he  will  secure  for  himself 
and  for  tu  that  respect,  which  it  is 
desirable  that  each  great  body  of  the 
state  should  feel  towards  the  otlier.  Un* 
der  these  circumstances,  it  would  ill  be* 
come  me,  after  the  eloquent  speech  of 
Biy  right  hon.  friend,  longer  to  detain  the 
House,  than  to  state  that  I  most  cerdially 
second  the  motion  which  has  just  been 
made. 

Mr*  BarneH  said:— Sir;  I  do  not  con- 
ceive that  I  should  discharge  my  duty 
were  1  to  omit  expressing  my  warm  ap- 
probatioa  of  the  present  motion*  Let  it 
lie  remeroberedy  as  no  small  tribute  to 
the  talenfsand  high  character  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman*  that  he  was  in  the  last 
parlitiment  called  upon  to  supply  the 
place  of  aperson  whose  great  experience 
M  the  chair,  whose  learning,  comprehen* 
aion,  and  acuteness,  rendered  him  justly 
ibrmidabie  to  any  successor.  And  let  it 
also  be  remembered,  tliat.  he  so  doaelyi 
ioUowed  the  steps  of  the  distia^uished 
person  I  aHude  to,  as  to  rival  him  in  a 
proper  and  conscientious  discharge  of  the. 
duties  of  his  high  and  important  office^ 
This  reseoablahca  of  characsav  iSr  in  ttiy. 
opiaioiH,  the  highest  paiH|gyiilCiWhich  cani 
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be  bestowed  on  both  thoae  dSsttaigdshed 
individuals.  They  have  both  bera  acta- 
ated  by  the  noblest  and  most  manly  seal, 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  honour,  dignity, 
and  independence  of  this  House.  Sud^ 
men  are  pre*eminently  worthy  of  so  great 
and  sacred  a  trust.  In  supporting  the 
present  motion^  I  act  from  a  eonscientious 
sense  of  duty  to  the  House,  and  to  the 
country;  and  I  most  cordially  wish  the 
right  hoa.  member  about  to  be  elevated 
to  the  chair,  much  health  and  happiness 
in  the  long  enjdymeat  of  that  great  and 
distinguished  situation;  being  'convinced 
that  he  will  ever  continue  to  perform  ita 
various  and  oomplicated  duties,  in  the 
same  manner  that  he  has  already  done— 
with  promptitiidey  iotegrityy  and  Impar* 
tiality* 

The  House  loudly  caUing  Mr.  Manners 
Sutton  to  the  Chair, 

Mr,  Manmeri  Suitan  stood  up  in  hit 
place,  and  said:— 

•*  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  the 
sincerity  of.  my  gratitude  to  asv  right  hon* 
and  my  noble -friend  for  that  kind  review^ 
of  my  conduct,  which  their  partiality- 
rather  than  my  merits  has  dictated,  and 
to  the  House  far  the  manner  in  which 
their  proposition  has  been  received.  I* 
cannot  but  feel  how  far  my  right  hon* 
firiend  in  his  address  to  the  House  this 
day,  has  been  induced,  by  sentiments  of 
private  regard,  to  overstep  his  usual  ac« 
curacy  in  the  enumeration  of  tbe^  qualifi- 
cations he  has  attributed  to  me.  To  hia 
liberal  construction  ef  the  performance 
of  my  duties  I  owe  the  high  complmienta 
he  has  paid  me,  and  I  am  also  fully  sensi- 
ble, in  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  received,  how  uniformly  it  Is  the 
characteristic  of  this  House,  to  acknow- 
ledge and  reward  any  well-intended  exer- 
tions in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  which 
it  imposes,  however  limited  may  he  their 
character  and  extent*  Of  all  this  kind- 
ness and  considerate  indulgence  of  the 
House,  I,  who  stood  in  so  ^uch  need  of 
it,  have  had, abundant  proof*  And  vet 
the  expression  of  approbation  x>f  my  ror-' 
mer  coaduct  iA  the  dhair— that  expression 
too,  emaiiatiag  from  those  whose  good 
opinion  I  must  ever  cherish»<as  the  most 
valuable  rakard  which  an. honorable  man' 
can  ceeeive-^firora  thofetevwho  ^ritnesaed 
my  humble  services*^ such  as  ihty  -were)  • 
in  the  disdiaiwe  of  my  duties  in  the  last 
session  of  parttaasentfT-thatexpfesaion'of 
approttetion,  I  must  repeat,  .is  one  whioh* 
nacesMrily  oaiJa  fenh  ny  imnof^  gratis 
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.tnde^Md  Imist  ever  ittpreitrottiay  mhidi  { 
the  deep*  obKgAtioBs  I  owe  to  thosfe  wbo 
iittfe  cpHerrtcLii  oa  me.  Iri:e^ry  word 
whieh  liai:  fUlen  lirom  iny  nglciioBouralile 
and  my  ifobleiriend»  reipeeiing'^tbe  diffi* 
cidCy  and  importance  of  die.diitiet  of  tbe 
peraoiMrho  is  dcBiined  to  fill  Ae  chair  of 
;thia  Hoofei  I  M\j  aad  ootifely  •  conour. 
They  are  attended  with  dMBouHies.  ia  their 
nataie  aoiloiant  to  make  any  jonan,  be  he 
whom  he  mayi  distruatfiil  o^  hia^mi  abu 
litiee;  the  more  etpedaliy  ^hbo  he  teool* 
lecls  the  able  manner  iowhieb  the  iiuic<» 
Cionaof^thehigh  office  ia*  question  were 
perforawd  by  the  distingiiithed  person 
whomlhadthebonourofsacoeeding.  iamf 
I  iwfeignedly  aisare  the  Heusd^  &trost« 
ful  of  my  powers  for  the  dod  dischatge  of 
JO  important  .a  trust  Nei^rthelessi  if  it 
shall  be  their  pleasures  second  tfhie  to 
confer  oa-me  the  highhoodlir  of  fillhig 
that  cheiiv  it  aball  be.my-^aMtaot  and 
unwearied  effort  to  dot  wiy  i1>eiit  «a  the 
fulfilment  ofito  seteral  do  ties :  always 
relying  on  that-  indulgefiee. and' kindness 
of  which  I  have  aheady  hlid  such.aUm* 
dant  experienoe^" 

The  cry  of  «^  Chair  J  Chalc!"  tbeii  re* 
soonde^  from  all  parts  of  th6  liottse;;ott 
Ifhicb  Mr.MannenSutroQwatf  conducted 
ftom  hie  seal  to  the  chair- by  ft^r.  Peel« 
aiidJmid'Ciire»'where»  statidillg  on  the 
upper  stap^  he  addressed"  the/ H'ctose  to 
tbefollowiap^efieet:—       'IK 

•<  In  otfrnog  my  most  laspaatfwl  aad, 
cardial  thaaha  to  the  Uoitse^  isr  havmg 
conferred  upon  om  the  highest  honour 
which  it  has  in  its  power  to-  bestow,  I 
have  oaly,  with  the  utmost  siooerity  to 
assure  the  House,  that  I  will  strain  every 
aenre  Co  justily  the  choice  it  has  made, 
by  a  stricti  steady*  faithful*  and  impartial 
discharge  of  the  duties  entrutced  to  me." 

And  thereupon  he  sat  down  in  the  chair; 
and  then  the  mace  (which  before  lay 
under  the  table)  was  If  id  up^  the  table. 

Mr.  Csannig  then  spoke  to  the  following 
effect:— Sir;  In  risififg  to  move  the 
ailj|oonMiieot  of  this  Houses  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  arailing  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  congratulating,  not  so  much 
you,  Sir,  as  the  House  iuelf,  otk  the 
choice  wliich  ithas  just  nwde  of  a  mem- 
ber to  preside  over  its  deliberations*  The 
▼aoousaad  tmportantfunctioas  belonginff , 
Sir,  to  yomr  high  station*  have  been  almdy 
aa  aoeorately'  and  eloquently  described, 
that  aot  000  word  more  need  be  sidd  on 
thai  subject.  ^  What  we  have  just  heard 
ftma  yoU|  Siri  is  suflkient  to  prove  how 


bigb  your  atftiamie  is  of  yoor  duties,  and 
although  you  have  spoken  distrustiagly 
of  your  qoalificatsoBS  to  discharge  them» 
yon  have  pledged  your  determinstion  to 
exert  yourself  to  the  utnwst  in  the  ju8ti« 
fication  of  the  choice  that  we  have  made. 
But,  Sir,  however  implicit  the  credit  with 
which  we  must  be  disposed  to  rr^ive  the 
declarations  and  promises  of  a  man  of 
your  character,  we  have  on  tlie  present 
occsaionf  something  more  than  declara- 
tions aad  promises  to  assure  us  of  tlia 
fitlfikaent  of  our  expectations*   We  have* 
Sir,  your  own  example— we  have  the  ex^ 
periencd'  of  your  oondtict  in  the  term 
dmsag  whidi  you  prended  over  the  dis^ 
cossiona  of  the  last   parliament.      Yoii 
were  last  year,  Sir,  elected  to  the  chair 
of  this  House,  after  a  contest  with  a  gen-^ 
tleman*  to  be  put  in  competition  with 
wbom  is  no  disparagement,  but  a  bigl» 
eredit  to  any  man,  be  his  character  w&c 
it  may^*    Yet,  Sir,  I  am  at  a  lass  to  say* 
whether  the  coateat  of  that  day*  or  th^ 
unauimity  of  thb,  reflects  the  greater 
hoooar  on  the  object  of  our  choice.'    In' 
that,  contest,  there  was  not  the  slighte«S' 
mistona  of  those  asperities  which  political* 
ritalry>  ia  toa  apt  to  engender.     £very» 
meaiber  gsve  his  vote  as  his  peculisr  pre* 
diledtiohs.led  him,  without  evincing  »the 
bait  disposition  to  undervalue  the  pre- 
tensidos  of  the  respective  opponents.  The 
uaakiittity  on  the  present  occasion,  ia  aa^ 
wiae.as  it  is  generous.    Generous^*— be- 
cause  it  offers  that  homage  which  pas& 
services   merit;    wise— inssmuch    as  no 
man  can  fed  humbled  by  the  uninvidtous 
superiority  which  themaalificationsof  the> 
individual  whom  we  have  chosen,  have 
acquired  by  their  havmg  been  tried.  That 
you  may  long  continue  to  fill  the  station 
to  whi<^  you  have  been  thus  honourably 
raised*  is*  I  am  sure,  the  wish  of  every 
gentleman  who  bean  me.   And  I  am  also 
persuaded  that  we  agree  in  the  confident 
expectation*  that  as  loog  as  you  remain 
in  that  high  situation,  you  will  preside 
over  our  debates  with  a  firm  but  tempe- 
rate authority,  and*  above  all*  with*  an 
impartiality    which  will  show  that  you 
consider  yourself  the  servant  of  the  whole 
house.    That  you  may  long  go  on  in  the* 
course  which  has  already  placed  you  so 
high  in  our  estimation,  is  not  more  our 
wish  than  it  is  our  confident  expectation; 
and  as  you  have  on  this  occaaioo  united 
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6ttr  sttffrages,  to  I  am  penuaddd  you  will» 
on  all  fiiture  ones,  Gommaod  oor  onivartal 
reapect.  A<  there  is  no  bosinesa  befora 
tlie  House*  it  odIt  remains  for  me^  Sir, 
to  move,  that  we  do  now  adjourn. 
The  House  accordingly  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday^  January  15. 

The  House  of  Gommons  havioff  been 
aunimooed  by  the  Black  Rod»  the  Si>eaker 
elect  addressed  the  Lords  Commissioners 
aa  follows  :-<« 

«« My  lords;  in  obedience  to  the  com* 
stands  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re« 
^nt,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the  bdialf 
of  bis  majesty,  his  Majesty's  faithful  Com- 
mons of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  IrMand  haTe  proceeded  to  the 
oiiercise  of  their  actual  and  undoubted 
ngbt  of  eleotiag  a  Speaker,  and  it  is  now 
my  duty  to  acquaint  your  lordships  that 
their  choice  has  fallen  upon  me.— What- 
erer  considerations,  my  lords,  may  have 
weighed  with  bis  Majesty's  faithful  Com- 
mons in  forming  this  determination,  they 
are  well  aware  that  auch  election  never 
can  be  final  until  it  is  sanctioned  by  the 
foyal  approbation ;.  aiMl.  I  now,  my  lords^ 
with  all  humility,  do,  on  their  bebslf, 
present  myself  in  this  place,  in  order  that 
nis  Msrjesty's  faitliful  Commons  may  learn 
whether  it  be  the  royal  pleasure  that  tbey 
ahall  proceed  to  a.re«oonsideration  of  the 
choice  wbtch  they  have  made.'* 

The  Lord  President  then  said :— <«  Mr. 
Manners  Sutton ;  we  have  it  in  command 
from  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
acting  in  the  name  and  an  the  behalf  of 
bis  Majesty,  to  inform  you,  thst  his  Royal 
Highness,  fully  confident  of  your  eminent 
and  tried  abilities,  and  fitness  to  discharge 
the  important  duties  of  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  which  you  have 
been  elected  by  them,  has  been  pleased 
to  command  us  to  signify  to  voo,  that  his 
Royal  Highaeas  fully  approves  of  the  choice 
which  the  Commons  have  made ;  and  that 
his  Royal  Htgbnesa  therefore,  in  the  name 
lyid  on  the  behalf  of  bis  Majesty,  doth 
approve  and  confirm  you  to  be  their 
Speaker." 

The  Speaker  then  said  t— 

<«  Mj  lords ;  since  bis  royal  biglmesa 
the  Prince  Regent,  acting  m  the  name 
and  on  behalf  of  his  majesty,  baa  bee» 
graciously  pleased  to  approve  of  the 
choice  whicb  his  ni^esty's  faithful  Com- 
mons have  madoi  I  submit  myaelf  with  all 


Jnimilhyto  the  royal  Irill  imA  pfteasnt^ 
And  I  do  now,  my  lorda,  in  the  name  and 
On  behalf  of  the  Coimnona  of  the  united 
kittgdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Inslandy  in 
parliament  assembled,  lay  daim,  by  bumble 
petition,  to  til  their  anttent  and  undoubted 
riglita  and  privllegea;  more  especially 
fiwedom  of  speech  in  all  their  debatesf; 
freedom  from  arrest  and  molestation  far 
themselves,  their  estates,  and  servants^ 
free  access  to  the  royal  pevson  whenever 
occaaion  shall  require ; '  and  the  most 
favourable  construction  of  all  their  pro- 
ceedings.—For  myself,  my  lords,  I  hav^ 
most  humbly  to  crave  of  his  Royal  Higle 
ness,  that  whatever  errors  or  imperfec- 
tions in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  may 
occur,  maybe  attributed  to  me  alon^ 
and  not  to  his  majesty'ls  faithful  Com- 
mons." 
The  Lord  President  replied :«-» 
^  Mr.  Speaker;  We  have  it  Ihrtherm 
eomoMind  froas  his  royal  biglmesa  thi^ 
Pjrince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  te  infomt 
you,  that  his  Royal  Highness  most  freely 
grants  and  allows  to  his  majesty's  Ikithfhl 
Commons,  all  those  rights  and  privileges, 
in  the  roost  full  and  ample  manner,  whidi 
have  ever  been  granted  to  them  by  hia 
majesty,  or  by  any  of  hia  royal  prede- 
cesaors*  Witb  respect  to  wliat  fegarda 
yourself^  Mr.  Speaker,  you  maybe  as- 
sured, that  his  Royal  Highness,  judging 
from  what  has  taken  place  in  the  last 
parliament,  will  at  all  times  be  anatousfy 
inclined  to  put  the  most  ftvourable  con- 
struction upon  all  your  words  and  ac- 
tions, in  the  discharge  of  your  highly  im- 
portant duties." 

The  Commons  then  withdrew,  and  the 
Lords  Commissioners  retired  to  unrobe. 
After  which  the  clerk  proceeded  to  swear 
in  the  peers. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday^  January  15. 

The  Commons  being  returned  fkt>m  the 
House  of  Peers, 

The  Speaker  addressed  the  House  aa 
follows : 

I  have  to  acquaint  the  House,  that  thia 
House  has  been  in  the  Home  €€  Peers, 
where  the  Lorda  Commissioners  have 
declared,  that  his  royal  highaesa  the 
Ptinoa  Regent,  acting  in  tbenaaneanA 
on  behalf  of  bis  majesty,  has  been  pleaseil 
to  approve  of  the  choice  whicn  thia 
Hause  has  made  la  elactiog  aM  to  bsL  thair 
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Speaktr.— And  I  have  tbereupoa  in  the 
tiftme  and  qo  beMf  of  the  Coannons  of 
the  united  kingdom,  laid  claim  to  all  their 
ancient  and  uadcHibted  flights  and  privi- 
leges: freedomof  speech  in  debace,  free- 
dom from  arrest  and  molestation  for  their 
persons,  their  estates  and  servants ;  free 
aeeess  to  the  ro}-al  presence  whenever 
occasion  shall  require,  and  the  most 
faltourable  construction  of  all  their  pro- 
ceedings ;  all  which  have  been  confirmed 
to  them  in  as  full  and  ample  manner,  as 
they  have  been  at  any  time  granted  or 
aHowed  by  his  majesty,  or  any  of  his  royal 
predecessors.    I  may  now  once  more  be 

Snnitted  to  express  to  the  House  my  im- 
f^ed  gratitude  for  this  most  distin- 
guished mark  of  its  confidence,  in  again 
electing*  me  to  the  Chair.  I  implore  of 
the  House  its  constant  and  steady  sup- 
port, in  enabling  me  to  maintain  a  strict 
attention  to  its  established  r^iles  and 
orders,  which  are  not  more  essential  to 
the  convenient  dispatch  of  business,  than 
they  are  to  the  dignity  and  independence 
of  the  House  itself.  I  have  now  only 
farther  to  submit  to  the  House,  that  the 
first  proceeding  is  for  each  member  to 
take  the  oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supre- 
macy, to  make  and  subscribe  the  Decla- 
ration, and  also  to  take  and  subscribe  the 
Oaths  of  Abjuration  and  Qnalification,  as 
by  law  required**' 

The  Speaker  then  proceeded,  as  the 
first  Commoner,  to  take  the  oaths.  The 
other  members  were  then  called  up  to  the 
bar  in  alphabetical  order,  according  to 
the  oounuet  they  represented,  and  took 
the  oaths. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 
Thursday f  January  2K 

The  PiMMCB  Rbo«kt*8  Spxbch  on 
Opemimo  the  Sxssioh^*  This  day  the 
session  was  opened  by  commi^ion.  The 
Commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  esrl  of 
Bhrrowby,  lord  president;  the  earl  of 
WestmoHand,  lord  privy  seal;  and  the 
duke  of  Wellington.  The  Usher  of  the 
Black  Rod  having  been  sent  to  desire  the 
attendanoe  of  the  House  of  Copmons, 
the  S'i»eidcer,  accompanied  by  a  great 
nnmber  of  menibers>  came  to  the  bar, 
When  the  Prince  Regent^s  Speech  was 
stead  by  riie  Lord  Chancdlor,  as  fellows : 

'*  My  I^rds,  and  Gentlemen ; 

^  We  fre  commanded  by  his  Royal 
(V0L.3CXXIX.) 


Highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  express  to 
you  the  deep  regret  which  be  feels  in  the 
continuance  of  his  Majesty's  lamented 
indisposition* 

**  In  announcing  to  you  the  severe  ca* 
lamity  with  which  it  has  pleased  Divine 
Providence  to  visit  the  Prince  Regent, 
the  Royal  Family,  and  the  nation,  by  the 
death  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  his  Royal  Highness  has 
commanded  us  to  direct  your  attention  to- 
the  consideration 'of  such  measures  as  this 
melancholy  event  has  rendered  necessary 
and  expedient,  with  respect  to  the  Care 
of  his  Majesty's  sacred  person. 

<•  We  are  directed  to  inform  you,  that 
the  negotiations  which  have  taken  place 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  have  led  to  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  French  territory  by  the 
allied  armies* 

**  The  Prince  Regent  has  given  orders^ 
that  the  Convention  concluded  for  this 
purpose,  as  well  as  the  other  documents 
connected  with  this  arrangement,  shall 
be  laid  before  you ;  and  he  is  persuaded^ 
that  you  will  view  with  peculiar  satisfac* 
tion  the  intimate  union  which  so  happily 
subsists  amongst  the  powers  who  were 
parties. to  these  transactions,  and  the  un- 
varied disposition  which  has  been  mani- 
fested in  all  their  proceedings  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  Europe. 

**  The  Prince  Regent  has  commanded 
us  further  to  acquaint  you,  tliat  a  Treaty 
has  been  concluded  between  his  royal 
highness  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  the  renewal,  for  a 
further  term  of  years,  of  the  Commercial 
Convention  now  subsisting  between  the 
two  nations,  and  for  the  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  several  points  of  mutual  impor- 
tance to  the  interests  of  both  countries; 
and,  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  shall  have 
been  exchanged,  his  Royal  Highness  will 
give  directions  that  a  copy  of  this  treaty 
shall  be  laid  before  you. 

<<  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

<<  The  Prince  Regent  has  directed  that 
the  estimates  for  the  current  year  shall  be 
laid  before  you* 

(C) 
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the  blessing  of  Providencey  has  been  §9 
happily  re-established  throughout  Europe*^ 

Address  on  the  Prince  Regent's 
Speech  at  the  Opening  of  the  Ses- 
sion.] The  Prince  Regent's  Speech 
having  been  again  read  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, and  auo  by  the  reading  clerk  at 
the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Warmck  said,  that  ia  rising^ 
to  require  the  concurrence  of  their  lord- 
ships m  the  points  contained  in  the  Princo 
Regent's  most  gracious  speech,  he  felt  na- 
inconsiderable  reluctance,  from  a  consci- 
ousness of  his  own  inability  to  treat  on  such 
important  subjects  in  a  suitable  manner ; 
but  he  was  encouraged  by  the  assurance* 
that  it  required  no  very  able  advocate  to 
secure  their  unquahfied  assent  to  the 
address  he  should  have  the  honor  to  move, 
where  every  topic,  save  those  with  which 
the  speech  commenced,  was  calculated 
to  excite  feelings  of  gratification.  The 
lamented  indisposition  of  his  majesty  had 
ever  been  a  cause  of  sorrow  to  their  lord- 
ships; the  continuance  of  it,  thereforor 
could  not  fail  to  call  forth  the  sinceresC 
expression  of  their  sympathy.  They  had 
also  now  to  pay  the  mournful  tribute  of 
their  sorrow  to  the  memory  of  her  late 
majesty,  who,  for  so  long  and  so  eventful 
a  period,  had  presided  over  the  court  of 
Great  Britain,  adorning  it  by  her  eminent 
virtues,  and  preservioff  its  purity  by  her 
own  proud  example.  During  that  period,, 
the  court  of  this  country  was  the  object 
of  universal  esteem  and  admiration;  and 
now  that  it  had  lost  her  presence,  by 
whom  its  character  had  been  so  highly 
elevated,  it  became  every  person  in  the 
country  to  mourn  that  event  as  one  that 
claimed  their  deepest  regret. — He  then 
aUuded  to  the  other  points  touched  upon 
in  the  speech  fVom  the  throne,  and  ob- 
served, that  on  whichever  side  their  lord' 
ships  turned  their  attention,  whether  fo^ 
reign  or  domestic,  the  whole  scene  pve^ 
sented  a  most  cheering  prospect.  In  ad* 
^ertinff  to  the  negotiations  at  Aix-la-Chw* 
pelle,  he  could  not  but  rejoice  that  the 
result  had  been  such  as  to  prove  the  con- 
cord and  agreement  subsisting  between 
the  sovereigns  of  Europe,  from  which, 
added  to  the  evacuation  of  France  by  the 
army  of  occupation,  under  the  circum** 
stances  in  which  it  had  taken  place,  the 
nyist  pleasing  anticipationoMght  be  formed 
of  the  continuance  of  tranouillity  ia 
Europe'— a  result  which  coula  scarcely 
have  been  looked  forward  to  some  tim^ 


«'  His  Royal  Highness  feels  assured,  that 
you  will  learn  with  satisfaction  the  extent 
^  of  reduction  which  the  present  situation 
of  Europe,  and  the  circumstances  of  the 
British  Empire,  have  enabled  his  Royal 
Highness  to  effect  in  thenaval  and  military 
establishments  of  the  country. 

"  His  Royal  Highness  has  also  the  gra- 
tificationof  announcing  to  you,  a  consider- 
able and  progressive  improvement  of  the 
xevenue,  in  its  most  important  branches. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen; 

«•  Thcr  Prince  Regent  has  directed  to 
be  laid  before  you  such  papers  as  are  ne- 
cessary to  show  the  origin  and  result  of 
the  war  in  the  East  Indies. 

**  His  Royal  Highness  commands  as  to 
inform  you,  that'  the  operations  under- 
taken by  the  governor-general  in  council, 
against  the  Pindarries,  were  dictated  by 
the  strictest  principles  of  self-defence; 
and  that  in  the  extended  hostilities  which 
followed  upon  those  operations,  the  Mah- 
ratta  princes  were,  in  ev  'ry  instance,  the 
aggressors.  Under  the  provident  and 
skilful  superintendence  of  the  marquis  of 
Bastings  the  campaign  was  marked,  in 
every  point,  by  brilliant  achievements  and 
successes;  and  his  majesty's  forces,  and 
tliose  of  the  East  India  Company  (native 
as  well  as  European),  rivalled  each  other 
in  sustaining  the  reputation  of  the  British 
arms. 

'*  The  Prince  Regent  has  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  being  able  to  inform  you,  that 
the  trade,  commerce,  and  manufactures 
of  the  country  are  in  a  most  flourishing 
condition. 

**  The  favourable  change  which  has  so 
rapidly  taken  place  in  the  internal  cir- 
cumstances ofthe  United  Kingdom,  affords 
the  strongest  proof  of  the  solidity  of  its 
resources. 

"  To  cultivate  and  improve  the  advan- 
tages  of  Our  present  situation  will  be  the 
object  of  your  deliberations ;  and  his  Royal 
Highness  has  comYnanded  us  to  assure  you 
of  his  disposition  to  concur  and  co-operate 
in  whatever  may  be  best  calculated  to 
feecure  to  his  majesty's  subjects  the  fu]l 
benefits  of  that  state  of  peace,  which^  by 
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•iace«  but  which  was  the  more  pleasingi 
and  §o  much  the  more  a  subject  of  con- 
gratulation to  the  Prince  Regent*  whose 
only  object  had  been  the  happiness  of  the 
country.  And  it  was  so  much  the  more 
«  pleasing  subject  for  congratulation,  that 
the  only  object  of  the  great  contest  in 
.  which  we  had  been  so  long  engaged,  and 
which  had  so  happily  ierminated|  had 
been  the  welfare  and  tranquillity  of  the 
country.  Had  it  been  a  warfare,  the  re- 
sult of  which  was  merely  to  gratify  indivi- 
dual ambition,  then,  indeed,  the  bloodshed 
at  Waterloo  would  have  been  shed  in 
▼ain.  As  the  contrary,  however,  was  the 
case,  the^cohtest  was  carried  on  to  secure 
the  tranquillity,  uphold  the  justice,  and 
support  the  best  interests  of  the  country  ; 
and  it  was  a  proud  and  gratifying  reflec'^ 
tion,  that  by  our  high  deeda  m  arms,  the 
happiest  result  had  been  achieved,  and 
Chat  by  means  of  the  subsequent  ne^otia- 
-4ions,  there  was  every  reason  to  anticipate, 
for  a  considerable  time  to  come,  the  con- 
tinuance of  peace  and  tranquillity  through- 
out Europe.  Whilst  Europe  thus  afforded 
a  pleasing  subject  for  contemplation,  no 
Jess  gratifying  was  our  prospect  in  Asia, 
where  our  Indian  possessions  bad  been 
amply  secured  by  means  of  the  judicious 
measures  of  the  marquess  of  Hastings, 
and  the  valour  of  our  troops.  In  Ame- 
rica we  bad  the  gratification  of  finding 
that  a  renewal  of  our  treaty  with  the 
United  States  had  taken  place,  and  that 
the  other  subjects  in  discussion  between 
the  two  powers  had  been  satisfactorily 
arranged.  All  their  lordships  must,  of 
aourse,  rejoice  in  the  improvement  of 
our  revenue,  and  in  the  increase  of  our 
commerce  and  manufactures,  which  was 
announced  in  the  speech  from  the  throne. 
Having  now  gone  through  all  the  topics 
which  presented  themselves  to  his  notice, 
he  haci  only  to  conclude  by  moving  a 
dutiful  address  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent.»-His  lordship  then  read 
the  Address  at  the  table;  which  was,  as 
usual,  an  echo  of  the  speech  from  thi 
throne. 

Lord  SaUounrote  to  second theaddress, 
and  observed,  that  after  what  had  been 
said  by  the  noble  earl,  he  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  take  up  much  of  their 
lordships'  time;  but  in  what  he  did  say, 
be  trusted  to  receive  their  usual  indul- 
gence. In  adverting  to  the  melancholy 
topic  of  the  demise  of  the  queen,  althouffh 
ke  could  not  add  to  what  had  been  already 
•aid  by  his  noble  friend,  he  felt  himself 


catled  upon  to  eulogize,  as  they  eminently 
deserved,  the  private  and  domestic  virtues 
of  her  late  majesty,  which  had  had,  as  an 
example,  so  highly  beneficial  an  influence, 
but  which  also,  at  a  time  when  demorali- 
zation had  spread  its  baneful  effects  in  a 
neighbouring  country,  became  a  splendid 
and  a  memorable  example  to  Europe; 
nor  ought  the  extensive  charitie;s  of  her 
majesty  to  be  passed  over — charities  which, 
little  known  during  her  life-time,  had  be- 
come fully  and  eminently  displayed  after 
her  demise.    He  would  not  take  op  the 
time  of  their  lordships  in  commenting 
upon  the  important  treaty  concluded  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle :  when  the  papers  them- 
selves were  laid  upon  their  lordships' table, 
it  would  be  time  enough  to  discuss  their 
merits  in  a  full  and  ample  manner,    ft 
remained  only  for  him  at  this  moment  to 
congratulate  their  lordships  on  the  con- 
clusion of  such  a  treaty,  and  to  express 
an  ardent  hope,  that  the  peace  which  fol- 
lowed it  would  be  as  substantial  as  it  was 
advantageous  to  the  countr}'.      France 
was  now  independent  of  all  control,  and 
her  king  was  beloved  by  his  people.    The 
army  of  occupation  was  removed;  and 
he  believed  that  it  would  be  acknowledged 
on  all  hands,  that  the  manner  in  which 
the  military  had  conducted  themselves 
hsd  been  highly  praiseworthy.  Peace  and 
tranquillity  was  now  looked  for  on  every 
side ;  and  he  saw  no  reason  to  doubt,  but 
that  the  French  nation  were  equally  anxious 
with  the  English  for  the  continuance  of 
tranquillity.    After  commenting  upon  the 
amicable  spirit  which  had  been  displayed 
by  the  cabinet  at  Washington,  and  alter 
congratulating  the  House  upon  the  many 
advantages  which  would  result  from  the 
commercial  treaty  concl  uded  with  America, 
he  adverted  to  the  war  in  India.    A  series 
of  depredations,  which  had  been  commit* 
ted  by  the  inimical  powers,  rendered  it 
necessary  that  some  decisive  steps  should 
be  taken  to  quell  their  audacious  spirit. 
This  had  been  effected  by  the  most  bril<' 
liant  achievements,  and  the  war  had  now 
been  happily  terminated.    He  then  con- 
gratulatea  the  House  upon  the  prosperous 
state  of  the  manufactures  and  commerce 
of  the  country,  and  upon  the  important 
.reductions  which  had  been  made  in  the 
military  and  naval  establishments,  and 
concluded  with  seconding  the  Address.    ' 
The  Marquis  of  Lansdawne  did  not 
feel  himself  called  upon  to  oSer   any 
opposition  to  the  address,  which  had  been 
supported  with  greatpropriety  by  hisnobla 
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relation  who  mo?ed  It,  as  well  as  by  the 
noble  lord  who  seconded  it.  It  was  with 
great  satisfaction  he  made  this  declaration, 
because,  painful  as  it  was  at  all  times  to 
oppose  an  address  to  the  throne,  it  would 
ha?e  been  infinitely  more  painful  to  have 
resorted  to  such  a  course  on  the  present 
occasion,  when  part  of  the  proposed  ad- 
dress consisted  of  condolence  on  an  event, 
with  respect  to  which  there  could  be  but 
one  sentiment  in  that  House.  In  giving 
•  a  general  concurrence  to  the  address,  he, 
however,  regarded  himself  bound  at  the 
aame  time  to  state  a  few  considerations 
which  the  communication  from  the  throne 
presented  to  his  mind,  not  as  objections 
.to  the  motion  now  made,  but  as  having 
reference  to  topics  which  had  been  omit- 
ted. Those  topics  were  numerous;  but 
as  the  framers  of  the  communication  had, 
among  the  various  subjects  which  pre- 
sented themselves,  selected  only  what 
they  perhaps  thought  the  most  important, 
80  be  roignt  be  permitted  to  follow  the 
«ame  course  in  calling  their  lordships' 
attentioa  to  the  omission.  He  must, 
however,  previously  observe,  in  reference 
to  that,  part  of  the  address  which  offered 
congratulations  on  the  maintenance  of 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  £urope,  that 
he  participated  in  all  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  the  mover  and  seconder.  In 
what  degree  the  hope  of  the  duration  of 
that  peace  might  be  well  founded,  he 
couldnot  venture  to  give  a  positive  opinion, 
until  the  relations  of  the  states  which 
formed  that  balance  of  power  by  which 
the  peace  was  to  be  maintained  should 
be  better  known.  He  was  ready  to  admit, 
that  our  relations  with  at  least  one  great 
member  of  the  alliance  appeared  at  pre- 
sent to  be  such  as  were  favourable  to  tran- 
quillity ;  but  what  he  chiefly  relied  upon 
lor  the  continuance  of  that  blessing  was 
the  state  of  France.  He  therefore  most 
sincerely  concurred  in  all  that  was  stated 
in  the  address  relative  to  the  evacuation 
of  the  French  territory.  He  rejoiced  to 
see  France  restored  to  her  proper  rank  in 
the  system  of  Europe ;  for  he  was  one  of 
those  who  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  rely  on  the  continuance  of 
peace  if  that  country  remained  long  in 
the  state  in  which  it  was  left  by  the  late 
treaty  of  Paris.  He  was  happy  to  find 
that  the  principle  of  rendering  France  a 
member  of  the  great  European  confederacy 
wBs  adopted:  that  was  a  course  of  policy 
which  the  state  of  Europe  required.  It  was 
also  with  much  pleasure  that  he  perceived 


what  had  been  dode  by  treaty,  well  st$- 
conded  in  France. by  the  adoption  of  a 
system  of  internal  policy  best  calculatad 
to  give  popularity  ta  the  government 
which  wisely  sought  its  preservation  |ind 
security,  by  the  establishment  of  those 
free  institutions  on  which  the  happiness 
and  prosperi^  of  the  country  must  ulti- 
mately depend.  For  tiiese  reasons,  he 
relied  for  the  continuance  of  peace,  far 
more  on  the  state  of  France  itself,  than 
on  relations  subsisting  between  this  and 
other  countries. — Having  said  thus'muOh 
with  respect  to  the  treaty  concluded  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  he  could  not  dismiss  the 
subject  without  adverting  to  another  point 
of  great  importance  connected  with  these 
negotiations.  The  communication  from 
the  throne  would  have  affiorded  him  infi- 
nitely more  satisfaction  had  the  informa- 
tion respecting  the  conclusion  of  Hhe  treaty 
of  Aix4a-Chapellebeen  accompanied  by 
an  assurance  that  proper  steps  had  been 
taken  to  complete  the  abolition  off  the 
slave-trade.  Happy  shoald  be  have  been 
to  have  heard  that  this  great  Object  bad 
been  accompKshed  by  the  general  agree- 
ment of  all  the  powers,  and  in  particular 
by  the  establishment  of  that  right  of 
search  without  vdiich  nothhig  enectual 
could  be  done.  This  subject  was  one 
which  must  have  occupied  the  considera- 
tion of  the  ministers  assembled  at  the 
congress:  it  was  one  which  his  majesty's 
ministers  would  not  fail  to  ur&e  on  the 
attention  of  that  assembly ;  but  thesiience 
of  the  speech  too  plainly  indicated  that 
the  result  had  not  been  successful.  He 
was  sorry,  however,  that  nothing  was  said 
on  the  subject.  He  shoold  have  been 
glsd  to  have  heard  it  declared,  that  his 
majesty's  ministers  were  continuing  their 
efforts  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
great  object,  and  that  they  would  not 
relax  until  a  final  blow  should  -he  given 
to  that  traffic,  the  abolition  of  which  was 
called  for,  not  only  by  humanity,  but  by 
the  interests  of  all  dviiized  nations.  The 
state  of  the  revenue  formed  another  topio 
of  the  message ;  and  what  was  said  on 
that  subject  afforded  bim  satisfaction. 
He  was  happy  to  find  tliat  the  state  of 
things  which  he'anticipated  last  year  was 
realized,  and  that  there  had  been  a  revival 
of  commerce  and  industry,  which  was 
necessarily  accompanied  by  an  fanprove* 
ment  of  the  revenue.  That  improvement 
was,  indeed,  chiefly  valuable,  as  the  index 
of  t!mt  revival  of  active  industry  which 
was  the  basis  of  all  national  wealth  and 
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prosperitj.    Whether  the  effects  of  the 
revival  of  trade  had  as  yet  reached  those 
to  whom  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance 
ft  should  extend,  namely,  the  labouring 
and  igricultural  classes,  was  still  doubtful. 
In  the  mean  time,  while  admitting  the 
advantage  which  the  prospect  of  an  im^ 
proving  revenue  afforded,  he  must  remind 
their  lordships,  that  the  prospect  was  by 
no  means  such  as  to  relieve  them  from 
anxiety  respecting  the  state  of  the  finan- 
ces, or  to  induce  them  to  relax  in  their 
endeayours  to  re,duce  the  expenditure  of 
the  country  to  a  more  economical  scale. 
The  improvement  of  the  consolidated  fund, 
as  compared  with  former  years,  had  been 
atated  at  8,000,000/. ;  but  the  actual  sur- 
plus   was  only   between  200,000/.  and 
900,000/.,  and  that  was  more  than  swal- 
lowed up  by  preceding  deficiencies.  Their 
Jord»bips  must  besides  recollect,  that  even 
calculating  the  improvement  of  the  reve- 
nue to  its  fullest  extent,  it  would  not  ex- 
ceed 5S  or  at  most  54,000,000/.,  while 
the  expenditure  amounted  to  68,000,000/. 
Thus,  notwithstandmg  the  improvement 
which  now  formed  a  subject  for  their 
Jordships'   congratulation,    there    would 
t«maio  a  deficiency  of  14,000,000/.:  this 
was  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
income  of  the  sinking  fund,  if  the  appli- 
cation of  that  fund  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciencies of  the  revenue  should  ever  be 
considered  justifiable.    As  to  what  might 
be  done  in  the  way  of  reduction,  he  could 
at  present  form  no  certain  opinion ;  but 
tie  did  not  anticipate  that  ministers  would 
tarry   them    beyond    4,000,000/.      The 
state  of  the  finances  was,  however,  such 
«s  to  call  for  the  immediate  and  earnest 
attention  of  their  lordships.    It  would  be 
their  duty  to  take  a  careful  review  of  the 
whole  of  the  expenditure,  in  order  to  as- 
certain what  reductions  could  be  made, 
and  how  far  it  might  be  practicable  to 
diminish  the  fourded  of  that  debt  which  so 
powerfully  counteracted  industry,  and  the 
evil  of  which  would  be  so  strongly  felt, 
were  another  war  to  call  on  the  coimtry 
for  the  exercise  of  its  energies,  and  the 
faW  developement  of  its  resource^k    Hav- 
ing now  noticed  what  appeared  to  him  to 
be  the  principal  topics  introduced  into 
the  speech,'  he  had  to  regret  that  it  com- 
municated nothing   on  a  subject  of  far 
greater  importance  than  the  improvement 
of  the  revenue:  he  meant  the  state  of  the 
currency.    This   was    a   subject    of  fiir 
iDore   importance  than  any  increase  of 
tevenuCi  inasmuch  as  the  basts  of  a  system 


was  of  more  importance  than  the  actiAil 
state  of  the  superstructure  raised  upon  it. 
There  could  be  no  permanent  improve- 
ment of  the  revenue  without  a  full  and 
careful  revision  of  that  system  which  had 
for  years  been  the  temporary  law  of  the 
country.  Here  he  was  aware  he  might 
be  told  that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
any  information  on  this  subject:  it  might 
be  said,  that  he  had  only  to  look  at  the 
Statute-book ;  that  he  would  see  that  the 
act  which  restrained  the  Bank  from  pay« 
ing  in  specie  would  expire  in  the  course 
of  the  present  year,  and  that  the  currency 
would  then  return  to  its  former  state,  la 
answer  to  this -he  had  only  to  refer  to  the 
past.  Assurances  had  before  been  given 
that  the  act  would  be  allowed  to  expire ; 
and  yet,  in  spite  of  those  assurances,  it 
had  been  renewed.  He  would  ask,  whether, 
after  all  that  had  happened,  any  one  who 
heard  him,  any  man  in  the  country,  could 
rely  on  the  resumption  of  cash  payments* 
Was  it  possible  for  any  person  to  enter« 
tain  a  confident  opinion  on  the  subject  i 
In  such  a  state  of  uncertainty,  no  specula- 
tion in  property  could  be  entered  on 
without  there  being  reason  to  apprehesd 
that  the  calculations  on  which  it  was 
founded  would  be  deranged  by  this  sys- 
tem. The  state  of  the  currency,  their 
lordships  would  recollect,  was  not  a  finan- 
cial question  of  an  ordinary  kind.  It 
went  to  the  foundation  of  all  property:  it 
embraced  the  consideration  of  the  safety 
of  all  classes ;  and  it  was  for  the  interest 
of  the  Bank  Directors  themselves,  as  well 
as  of  any  other  individuals  in  the  country, 
that  a  prompt  decision  should  be  adopted. 
It  was  full  time  to  come  to  a  determina- 
tion on  this  subject.  Was  it  or  was  It 
not  the  intention  of  ministers  to  propose 
to  go  on  with  the  system?  If  they  made 
no  determination  now,  those  interests 
which  had  already  been  materially  affected 
by  the  restriction  on  cash  payments  would 
become  still  more  deeply  involved.  The 
bearing  the  system  had  on  the  state  of 
the  poor  laws  was  another  consideration 
which  carried  with  it  a  strong  motive  for 
a  speedy  decision.  It  was  also  to  be  re- 
collected, that  whenever  their  lordships 
directed  their  attention  to  this  system, 
they  would  have  also  to  take  a  view  of 
that  severe  and  dreadful  penal  code,  by 
which  the  system  of  paper  currency,  n 
it  longer  existed,  must  be  upheld.  Upon 
the  question  of  expediency  of  continuing 
the  present  currency,  would  depend  that 
of  maintaining  in  force  laws  which  huma- 
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Ditj  and  the  opinion  of  the  coubtry  had 
condemned.  -He  knew  it  might  be  said, 
that  there  would  be  time  enough  for  the 
consideration  of  these  subjects,  and  that 
the  Bank  Restriction  Act  would  not  ex* 
pire  for  some  months.  It  was  sufficient 
for  him  that  he  was  persuaded  from  what 
had  already  occurred,  the  probability  was, 
that  when  the  month  of  May  should 
arrive,  without  any  one  alteration  in  the 
state  of  public  affairs  having  taken  place 
which  might  warrant  a  change  of  deter- 
mination, |it  would  be  discovered,  that 
■ome  concealed  poison  lurked  in  the  pros- 

{verity  which  was  now  the  subject  of  their 
ordships'  congratulation.  It  would  be 
found  that  that  prosperity  carried  with  it 
fomething  which  so  far  destroyed  all  its 
bene6cial  effects,  as  to  render  it  impossi- 
ble for  the  richest  country  in  the  world  to 
command  the  use  of  the  precious  metals, 
or  any  thing  of  intrinsic  value  as  a  founda- 
tion for  it3  currency.  France,  Italy, 
Switzerland,  all  other  countries,  however 
▼aried  their  forms  of  government,  however 
different  their  social  institutions,  were  able 
to  command  a  circulation  of  the  precious 
metals;  but  this  country,  where  labour 
and  industry  were  carried  to  the  highest 
pitch,  had  none  of  the  sign*  of  that  labour 
which  was  employed  in  producing  silver 
and  gold.  The  richest  and  most  com- 
mercial country  in  the  world  was  in  this 
respect  in  a  worse  situation  than  the 
poorest  and  least  industrious.  Any  fur- 
ther uncertainty  on  this  vital  question 
would  be  attended  with  dangerous  con- 
•equences,  and  he  therefore  felt  himself 
now  bound  to  call  for  a  distinct  explana- 
tion of  the  views  of  ministers.  If  their 
intention  was  to  allow  the  act  to  expire, 
the  sooner  that  intention  was  known  the 
better.  The  same  observation  applied  to 
the  opposite  alternative ;  for  it  was  of  all 
things  most  important,  that  the  state  of 
doubt  which  at  present  prevailed  should 
be  removed.  He  should  not  detain  their 
lordships  much  longer,  but  he  could  not 
eit  down  without  adverting  to  the  reference 
made  in  the  speech  and  the  address  to  the 
relations  subsisting  between  this  country 
and  the  United  States  of  America-— a 
nation,  of  which  he  always  wished  to 
apeak  with  that  respect  and  esteem  which 
he  sincerely  felt.  He  learned  with  ereat 
aatisfaction,  that  the  treaty  with  tnese 
states  had  been  renewed ;  but  in  noticing 
this  topic  at  all,  it  was  impossible  not  to 
recpllect  transactions  which  had  lately 
pccurred,  in  the  course  of  certain  military 


operations  of  the  troops  of  .the  United 
States,  and  which  transactions  were  of  a 
nature  to  produce  no  alight  sensation  in 
this  country,  as  they  involved  the  sacrifice 
of  the  lives  of  two  individuals  who  were 
British  subjects.  He  alluded  to  transac- 
tions which  had  taken  place  in  the  course 
of  hostilities  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Indians,  within  the  Spanish  set* 
tiements.  Until,  however,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  avowed  or 
attempted  to  justify  these  transactions,  he 
should  withhold  any  positive  opinion. 
He  could  at  present  only  speak  from  what 
had  been  published  as  the  proceedings  of 
the  military  commission,  or  court-martial, 
as  it  styled  itself,  by  which  these  pen»ona 
were  tried.  The  principle  on  which  that 
court-martial  proceeded,  if  consistent  with 
military  law,  was  one  which  could  scarcely 
be  expected  to  be  enforced  by  such  a 
government  as  the  United  States.  There 
might  be  a  pretence  for  applying  such  a 
law  to  Ambrister,  who  was  taken  with 
arms,  in  his  hands;  but  with  regard  to 
Arbuthnot,  -there  appeared  no  pretext 
whatever.  It  appeared  to  be  one  of  those 
naked  acts  of  violence  which 'disgraced 
those  by  whom  it  was  committed.  He 
had  no  doubt,  however,  that  a  distinct 
explanation  would  be  received  from  the 
United  States,  as  the  nature  of  these  trans- 
actions was  inconsistent  with  the  genius 
and  free  institutions  of  that  government. 
He  hoped  the  procee(*ings  of  the  court- 
martial  would  be  formally  disavowed. 
With  respect  to  the  war  in  India,  as  far 
as  he  could  at  present  form  an  opinion,  it 
appeared  not  to  have  been  undertaken 
from  a  spirit  of  conquest,  but  in  resistance 
to  aggression ;  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  conducted  and  brought  to  a 
conclusion,  he  was  happy  to  acknowledge, 
did  honour  to  his  majesty's  arms.  He 
had  thought  it  necessary  to  make  these 
general  observations.  He  gave  his  con- 
currence to  the  address,  but  could  not 
help  regretting  that  some  important  points 
of  internal  policy,  which  must  necessarily 
soon  come  under  the  consideration  of  their 
lordships,  had  been  omitted  in  the  Speech. 
The  Earl  of  lAverpool  said,  he  had 
heard  with  great  satbfaction  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  marquis.  He  was 
happy  to  observe  the  liberal  view  which 
the  noble  marquis  had,  in  a  manner  so 
creditable  to  himself,  taken  of  the  speech 
and  the  address.  .The  House,  he  waa 
sure,  would  participate  in  the  satisfactioo 
he  experienced  on  perceiving  that  nothing 
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was  likely  to  occur  to  diiturb  that  unanU 
mkj  which  on  sach  ao  occasion  as  the 
present  was  particularly  desirable.  Be- 
fore he  adverted  to  the  topics  which  the 
noble  marquis  had  justly  stated  to  be 
such  as  mu^t  demand  the  early  consider- 
ation of  their  lordships,  he  must  observe 
that  it  was  naturally  the  desire  of  his 
majesty's  ininisters  to  avoid  subjects  on 
which  a  difference  of  opinion  might  arise. 
This  was  a  course  which  he  was  confident 
their  lordships  would  approve,  at  a  time 
when  they  were  called  upon  to  express 
sentiments  of  condolence  for  the  loss  of  a 
sovereign  who  had  reigned  for  nearly  sixty 
years  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Unani- 
mity on  such  an  occasion  was  a  mark  of 
respect  which  their  lordships  would  doubt- 
less wish  to  show  to  him  to  whom  the 
address  was  to  be  presented,  while  it  also 
was  a  tribute  due  to  her  who  was  the  sub- 
ject of  it.  It  was  not  an  act  of  mere 
ceremony  their  lordships  had  to  perform. 
It  was  not  a  mere  act  of  private  feeling, 
of  respect  to  private  virtues,  but  an  im- 
portant public  duty.  They  lived  at  a 
period  when  the  private  virtues  of  persons 
in  high  stations  formed,  by  their  example, 
the  t>est  security  for  good  morals  and 
pnblic  virtue.  With  reference  to  this 
topic  theii,  independent  of  any  other  con- 
sideration, their  lordships  would  be  well 
pleased  to  find,  that  no  ground  for  dif- 
ference of  opinion  had  been  afibrded. 
The  noble  marquis  had  enumerated  se- 
veral other  topics  into  which  the  speech 
might  have  entered,  in  addition  to  those 
to  which  it  had  alluded ;  but  the  House 
must  be  aware,  tha^  many  of  them  could 
not  have  been  introduced  without  pro- 
voking that  kind  of  discussion  which  it  is 
desirable  at  all  tiroes  to  avoid  in  addresses 
to  the  throne.  Among  these  topics  was 
the  evacuation  of  France  by  tlie  allied 
troops,  a  measure  on  which  the  noble 
marouis  looked  with  approbation.  He 
(lora  Liverpool)  partook  in  the  feelings 
which  had  been  expressed.  The  evacua- 
tion of  France,  coupled  with  the  circum- 
stances in  which  it  took  place,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  resolution  regarding 
it  among  the  allied  powers  was  adopted, 
afforded  matter  of  congratulation  to  every 
nan  in  this  country  and  in  Europe.  In 
the  first  place,  it  was  desirable  that  France 
should  offer  no  grounds  on  which  the  mi- 
litary occupation  of  her  territory  could  be 
any  longer  enforced.  It  was  stipulated 
try  treaty,  that  that  military  occupation 
anottld  cease  at  the  end  of  three  years,  if. 


circumstances  were  such  at  that  period 
as  to  renpler  a  continuance  of  it  for  five 
years  unadvisable,  when  it  was  stipulated 
that  at  all  events  it  should  be  at  an  end. 
By  the  most  speedy  termination  of  it, 
therefore,  the  allies  showed  that  it  was 
not  their  wish  to  continue  it  so  long  as 
they  might  have  done,  and  that  conse* 
quently  the  measure  appeared  to  them 
originally  one  of  necessity,  and  not  of 
choice.  From  the  time  that  the  military 
occupation  of  France  was  determined  on^ 
he  had  always  looked  forward  to  the  eva- 
cuation as  a  measure  which,  to  be  advan- 
tageous and  agreeable  to  that  country  it- 
self, must  appear  voluntary  and  cordial  on 
the  part  of  the  allies.  By  shortening  the 
term,  such  a  result  was  obtained.  The 
evacuation  thus  appeared  more  a  matter 
of  choice  than  necessity.  The  allies  thus 
showed  a  desire  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments in  the  manner  most  favourable  to 
the  power  with  which  they  were  contract- 
ed, and  a  disposition  to  forego  those  ad- 
vantages to  which  they  were  entitled,  by 
withdrawing  their  armies  two  years  before 
the  time  stipulated.  The  noble  marquis, 
in  alluding  to  the  conduct  of  our  govern- 
ment, in  its  relations  with  the  allied 
powers,  in  other  respects,  said  he  would 
not  pronounce  an  opmion,  and  he  (lord 
Liverpool)  approved  of  his  forbearance* 
Future  opportunities  would  occur  in  which 
a  discussion  of  our  foreign  policy  would 
with  more  propriety,  and  with  fuller 
information,  take  place.  He  felt,  how- 
ever, bound  in  conscience  to  declare,  that 
so  far  as  he  knew,  there  never  was  a  pe- 
riod in  the  history  of  the  world  when  so 
general  an  anxiety  prevailed  to  preserve 
the  peace,  when  the  causes  of  dtsturbaoce 
were  so  completely  removed — when  na- 
tions and  sovereigns  were  more  divested 
of  ambition  and  the  love  of  undue  in- 
fluence, and  when  the  necessity  of  repose 
and  the  spirit  of  conciliation  were  more 
thoroughly  acknowledged  or  acted  upon 
over  the  European  community. .  The  no- 
ble marquis  had  done  the  government  no 
more  than  justice  in  admitting  that  they 
had  left  out  of  the  Speech  any  mention  of 
the  negotiations  regarding  the  slave-trade 
at  Congress,  from  no  desire  to  shun  dis- 
cussion, but  from  an  opinion  that  the  pre- 
sent was  not  the  most  proper  opportunity 
for  entering  upon  ir.  He  felt  as  strong  a 
desire  as  any  man,  that  the  great  work  of 
the  abolition  should  be  completed ;  and 
he  was  of  opinion  that  it  could  only  be 
done  by  sudi  a  well-regtilated  right  of 
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teirch  as  would  effectually  prevent  the 
traffic.  What  had  beea  done  at  Coogreas 
oa  this  subject  would  be  laid  before  their 
lordships  on  a  proper  opportunity.  He 
congratulated  the  House  on  the  imprqpre- 
ineot  in  the  revenue,  which  had  been  pro- 
gressive! and  which  had  taken  place  prin- 
cipally in  such  articles  as,  while  they  con- 
tributed to  the  necessities  of  the  state, 
aAirdedi  by  their  consumption,  the  means 
of  estimating  the  amelioration  of  the  cir- 
cuotstaiices  of  the  people.  Into  such  de* 
tails  it  was  not  now  the  proper  time  to 
enter.  He  admitted  that  it  was  the  duty 
of'the  administration  to  endeavour  to  effect 
such  reductions  in  the  public  establish" 
ments  as  would  place  the  country  on  a 
solid  foundation  in  point  of  revenue,  by 
bringing  its  expenditure  within  its  income. 
This  was  an  object  which  ought  never  to 
be  lost  sight  of,  and  which  had  never  been 
out  of  the  view  of  ministers.  The  reduc- 
tions which  had  taken  place  since  the 
peace  were  great  and  unprecedented,  It 
was  not  common  for  any  taxes  to  be  abo- 
lished during  the  first  years  of  a  peace ; 
but  since  the  last  peace  no  less  than 
17,500,000/.  had  been  remitted.  Whether 
such  a  reduction  of  taxes,  at  a  time  that 
the  public  debt  was  so  great,  indicated  a 
wise  poliov  or  otherwise,  was  a  question 
OB  which  he  would  not  now  enter,  but  the 
fact  was  such  as  he  had  stated.  The 
question  of  our  finances  was  one  that 
oueht  to  be  looked  to  with  anxiety,  not 
only  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of 
our  revenue,  but  the  reduction  of  our  ex- 
penditur-e.  He  hoped  that  it  would  ap- 
pear from  the  papers  to  be  laid  on  the 
tabte,  that  no  unimportant  beginning  had 
been  made  in  this  great  work.  It  would 
then  be  seen  that  the  country  was  by  no 
means  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  re- 
garding its  finances.  In  alluding  to  this 
subject,  the  noble  marquis  had  made  some 
observations  on  our  currency,  and  had 
blamed  the  omission  of  it,  as  a  defect  in 
'the  Speech.  Now,  he  thought  it  would 
have  been  more  extraordinary  to  have 
mentioned  it.  Such  subjects  were  gene- 
rally left  to  the  spontaneous  conduct  of 
the  ministry,  and  were  brought  forward 
and  supported  by  them  at  the  opportunity 
which  they  judged  most  proper,  rather 
than  introduced  into  the  Icing's  speech. 
He  was  free  to  say,  that  there  was  no  man 
in  the  country  more  anxious  than  he  was 
to  see  our  currency  restored  to  coin,  or 
paper  convertible  into  gold  at  the  will  of 
yie  holder ;  be  had  alwmys  espresied  this 


wish,  and  had  always  maintained  that  our 
currency  could  not  be  restored  to  a  sound 
state,  tiU  it  was  realized ;  but,  ^t  the  same 
time,  he  had  felt  a  difficulty  with  regard 
to  the  most  proper  occasion  of  putting  aa 
end  to  the  system  on  which  we  had  hitherta 
been  acting,  both  during  the  progress  of 
the  war  and  after  the  return  of  peace«r 
Durins  the  war  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  have  returned  to  cash,  pay- 
ments, in  the  circumstances  in  which  the. 
country  was  placed ;  but  he  had  always 
looked  forward  with  pleasure  to  a  time 
when  such  a  return  would  be  practicable 
without  any  danger.  The  noble  marquis 
had  expressed  a  hope  tliat  this  session 
would  not  pass  away  without  a  full  consi- 
deration of  the  subject^  and  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  cash-payments.  He  himself 
had  stated  his  opinion  on  this  subject  last 
session.  He  then  entertained  a  confident 
expectation,  that  but  for  certain  contem- 
plated operations  in  foreign  loaos»  our 
currency  might  have  been  restored;  but 
he  thought  there  would  be  great  danger 
in  returning  to  cash-payments  during  the 
progress  of  these  operations*  There  wa» 
another  difficulty  that  occurred  then,  and 
which,  when  it  did  occur,  would  alwayt 
have  its  influence— he  meant  an  unfavour* 
able  state  of  the  exchanges.  There  were 
some  who  maintained,  that  the  state  of 
the  exchanges  might,  be  altered  by  the 
Bank,  and  a  favourable  one  created.  Into 
the  discussion  of  this  opinion  he  would 
not  now  enter,  nor  would  he  deny  its  jus- 
tice ;  but  he  would  say,  that  if  attempted 
under  such  circumstances,  it  might  pro- 
duce much  embarrassment  and  distress. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saving  that,  consi- 
dering the  present  state  of  the  exchangeSf 
and  the  progress  of  the  pecuniary,  opera- 
tions alluded  to  in  last  session,  he  thought 
it  impossible  that  cash-payments  could 
with  safety  be  restored  on  the  5th  of  July 
next.  If  such  should  be  found  to  be  the 
case,  it  would  be  prudent  to  extend  the 
Bank  Restriction  act  till  the  succeeding 
session,  when  the  whole  question  might 
be  deliberately  weighed  and  finally  de- 
cided on.  With  regard  to  what  the  noble 
marquis  had  said  about  Che  Bank  prose* 
cutions  for  the  forgery  of  their  notes,  he 
had  only  to  observe,  that  a  committee  had 
been  appointed  on  the  order  of  the  other 
House,  and  that  this  committee  had  pre- 
pared a  report,  sUtiag  that  plans  had  been 
presented  to  them,  by  whichif  forgery  could 
not  be  rendered  impossible,  it  could  at  least 
be  rendered  extremely  difficult.    The  nO" 
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M0'«M)tt{th«rdMd«dto  tbe  Bxecation 
bff  our  cpmitrTaMn,  Arirathaot  and  Am- 
britter ;  and  the  nation  wai  awAre»  firom 
the  public  prints,  of  the  circumstances  io 
which  tbst  execution  tools  place.  When 
the  proper  period  arrived  for  discussing 
this  sobjece,  he  would  enter  into  the 
fullest  explanations.  At.  present  he  felt 
the  impropriety  of  prodomg  details  which 
could  not  be  deliberately  examined*  To 
q«iet  the  minds  of  their  lordiyps,  how-. 
e?er,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  state  that  the 
execution  took  place  without  the  autho* 
tkj  of  the  American  government,  that  the 
act  wias  done  without  their  consenty  and 
even  without  their  knowledge. 

The  Earl  ptLawkrdak  said,  he  could 
Hot  feel  the  extreme  satisfaction  proposed 
to  be  expressed  In  the  Address,  at  the 
flourishh)^  state  of  the  country*  There 
bad  noi|  in  his  opinion,  been  such  pains 
lake»  to  reduce  our  expenditure  as  it 
was  the  duty  of  government  to  have 
taken.  We  had  now  90,000,000/.  of 
taxes,  without  including  those  war  taxes 
w4iieh  had  been  rendered  permanent. 
How  was  it-possible  to  imsgine  the  con- 
ttnuanee  of  such  a  load  of  taxation  during 
peace?  In  the  course  the  American 
imr  additional  taxe»  had  been  laid  on  to 
the  amount  dt  S.QOOfiOfU. ;  but  so  far 
were  the  ministers  or  the  psriiament  of 
that  time  fW>m  oonsidering  such  lin  In* 
crease  of  the  public  burdens  as  a  matter 
of  coarse^  that  the  most  rigid  inouries 
were  instituted  by  eommittecn  or  the 
House  into  the  necessity  and  expediency 
of  such  an  increase*  There  was  another 
thing  whleb  be  must  also  notice.  The 
commerce  qf  England  eouht  not  increase, 
without  causing  a  corresponding  increase 
in  the  commerce  of  other  nations.  Hie 
Speech  did«  it  was  true,  mention  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  comtnercial  treaty  between 
this  country  and  the  United  States  of 
America ;  but  it  was  not  mentioned,  that 
in  the  treaty  concluded  at  Aix-la*Cha- 
pelle,  which  was  hereafter  to  be  submitted 
to  their  lofd«hlpS)  any  commercial  ar- 
rangemeito  whatever  had  been  made  with 
our  allies  «n  the  continent.  This,  was  a 
cireumstaifce' which  he  could  not  helpde- 
precatiog^  fbr  no  commerpial  treaty  could 
w  iiia£  betWeei^  two  nations  which 
would  nM-pvove  benefiehii  taboth  the 
ptniei  hiteipetted  in  ic  Indeed^  he^woold 
defyaoy^stitSmwi  to-taakeeny^icb  arw 
iwgMMt^  without  bektfB^ngjWM4»btli4 
tW  ahMfrd'teil^hittikitf^o^'^  fkMcH 
joverewiMs;  whUit  mtt/i^mMimktm 
(V0L.XX1UX.) 


I  the  noble  earl  opposite  lAd  often  es^* 
I  pressed  the  greatest  abhorrence,  were  not 
more  adverse  to  the  free  principles  of 
commerce  than  the  want  of  such  arrange* 
monts.   He  must  express  a  hope,  that  hit 
majesty's  ministers  intended  to  recoip* 
mend  some  fixed  plan  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  on  this  point,  because  it  was  .9, 
point  which  deeply  involved  the  interestti 
of  the  commitnity.-^The  consideration  of 
the  commerce  of  the  country  naturallji 
led  htm  to.  another  subject  intimately 
connected  with  it— he  meant  the  paper 
currency.     He  Jbad    submitted    to  the 
House  the  propriety  of  an  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  it  during  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  and  he  should  feel  it  his.  duty 
to  renew  such  a  motion  *  in  the  present* 
The  noble  earl  opposite  had  then  said^ 
that    the  Bank    Kestriction  act  should 
expire  on  the  5th  of  July,  and  had  held 
out  expectations  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country  that  he  was  serious  in  making^ 
such  a  promise*    What  effect  the  noble 
earl's  promises  had  produced  on  others^ 
be  could  not  tell ;  but  thb  he  knew,  that 
though  the  noble  earl  might  have  takeai 
others  in  by  them,  he  had  never  taken  ia 
him.     He  had  always  been  of  opinion 
that  the  Restriction  act  could  not  expire 
at  the  period  which  was  then  stated ;  nor 
could  any  body  give  any  security,  with 
regard  to  the  time  when  ft  would  ulti- 
mately expire,  unless  an   inquiry  were 
made  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  ihto 
the  present  circulation  of  paper-money; 
He  wss  not  singular  in  this  opinion ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  was  supported  in  it  by 
many  welUinformed  nnen ;  neither  was  it 
an  opinion  which  he  had  lately  adopted^ 
but  <me  which  he  had  long  and  unimnsbi 
maintained ;  because  he  was  convinced/ 
that  until  some. alterations  were  made  in 
the  present  Mint  regulations,  it  was  quite 
vain  to  expect  the  expiration  of  tlie  Re- 
striction act.  The  noble  esri  might  indeed 
prophecy  and  express  hopes  to  the  con* 
trary ;  but  he  himself  entertained  a  firm 
conviction,  that  the  evidence  whicb  would 
result  from  such  an  inouiry  as  he  coa^ 
templated,  would   decidedly-  prove  the 
total  impracticability  ef  sacn  hopes  and 
such  prophesies*    Indeed,  we  had  nowi 
dealt  so  long  in  papes-faooey,  that  we 
had  almost  forgotten  every  thmg 'relating^ 
to  a  metallic,  currency.    The  Bank  had^ 
ifltdeed^fn  April  last,  piifc  S»5d0,00pae. 
vmlgns  and  half-sovereigns  iato  cifci^ 
ktion^but  ii  had  since  withheld  the  eir* 
ealition  of  them,  because  it  had  disce-r 
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Tered  that  each  of  them  coiildbe  disposed 
of  in  the  market  at  six-pence  profit.  His 
lordship  then  quitted  this  subject  for 
awhile,  and  alluded  to  the  disturbances 
which  had  lately  tsken  place  in  the  ma* 
nufacturing  districts,  regarding  the  re- 
duced state  of  wages,  and  expressed  his 
satisfaction  that  they  were  now  over.  In 
his  opinion  the  wages  of  the  manufacturers 
were  sufficiently  reduced  already;  and  with 
a  view  to  their  advantage  and  the  advantage 
of  thedifferent  branches  of  the  navy,  he  had 
proposed,  and  should  again  prbpose,  that 
they  should  be  paid  in  no  other  coin  ex- 
cept the  coin  of  the  realm.  A  time  of 
peace  was  a  fit  time  for  such  a  discussion; 
and  he  should  therefore  call  the  attention 
ef  the  House  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session-  to  the  present  mode  of  paying  the 
navy  in  bills,  which  sometimes  rendered 
the  receiver  of  them' liable  to  a  loss  of  35 
per  cent.  He  trusted  that  ministers  would 
not  give  the  go-by  to  such  a  question,  by 
meeting  it,  as  baa  been  of  late  too  much 
the  custom,  by  the  order  of  the  day,  but 
would  go  fully  and  fairly  along  witn  him 
ID  such  an  nivesUffation,  which  to  him 
appeared  of  the  highest  importance. 

The    Address     was    then  agreed    to 
fiem.  disw 
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2*hursdai/t  January  21. 

Address  on  thb  Prince  Regent's 
Speech  at  the  Opening  of  the  Ses- 
8ION.J  The  Spesker  acquainted  the 
House,  that  that  House  had  been  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  where  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners had  delivered  a  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  of  which,  to  pre- 
vent mistakes,  he  had  obtained  a  copy. 
[i)ee  p.  17.]  After  the  Speaker  had  read 
the  Speech, 

•  Mr.  Brmofdtm  rose  and  spoke  to  the 
following  effect :— I  should  indeed.  Sir, 
present  myself  to  your  notice  on  this  oc- 
casion with  peculiar  diffidence  and  embar- 
xittsment,  did  I  not  most  sanguinely  hope 
j^uU,  however  inadequate  my  efibrts  may 
Drove  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
House,  the  same  unanimous  sentiments 
may  be  found  to  pervade  his  Majesty's 
Commons — those  of  pride  and  satismction 
in  their  countrv's  calm  peaceful  -  joy,  and 


that  presiding  wisdom  and  royal  aatbori^, 
from  whence  has  proceeded  the  gracioua 
Speech  we  have  now  heard  dqlitered  to 
us  by  the  Lords  Commissioners^  so  ex* 


pressive  of  his  Royal  Highness's  paternal 
regard  for  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
his  people. 

With  remd  to  the  melancholy  eventa 
with  which  this  Speech  has  commenced^ 
there  can  be  but  one  opinion;  for  who 
that  is  an  admirer  of  the  virtues  and  ex<« 
cellencies  of  human  nature,  but  must  sym** 
pathize  in  the  continued  indisposition  of 
our  revered  monarch;  while  I  trust  the 
House  will  not  be  merely  guided  by  form^ 
but  irresistibly  worked  on  by  feefings  of 
aftectionate  regret,  to  condole  with  his 
Royal  Highness  on  the  severe  loss  he  has 
sustained  in  the  death  of  her  late  Majesty^ 
Surely,  if  weight  can  attsch  to  the  die* 
scending  influence  of  royalty  on  the  mo« 
rals  and  happiness  of  society,  in  the 
queen,  whose  loss  we  deplore,  has  dia« 
appeared  an  invaluable  example  of  strict 
and  unerring  decorum.  In  love  and  mu* 
tual  honour,  joined  to  her  royal  consort 
for  a  long  course  of  years,  his  joy,  'his 
solace,  and  the  faithful  guardian  of  hia 
person ;  promoting  the  interests  of  strict 
morality  and  religion,  and^  in  the  true 
spirit  of  a  chrbtian,  possessed  of  an  active 
though  secret  principle  of  benevolence^ 
that  alwavs  led  her  to  the  alleviation  of 
sorrow^  denying  to  misery  nothing  but  her' 
name.  It  is,  however,  gratifying  for  oa 
to  consider,  and  may  it  engage  to  his 
Royal  Highness,  in  a  still  increased  de^ 
gree,  the  hearts  and  affections  of  all  hia 
subjects,  that  the  close  of  a  life  so  ho- 
nourably passed,  was  soothed  by  his  most 
anxious  and  unremitting  attentions ;  and 
this  strict  observance  .of  filial  duty  must  in 
another  sense,  be  most  satisfactory  to  the 
House,  as  it  affords  the  best  pledge,  that 
every  measure  suitable  to  the  dignity  and 
consequence  of  the  object,  but  consistent 
with  economy,  will  be  taken  for  the  care 
and  maintenance  of  the  person  of  hia 
Royal  Highness's  father     [Hear,  hearl]« 

Turning  from  these  distressing  eventa, 
abundant  sources  of  .congratulation  may 
be  found,  both  in  our  foreign  connexions, 
as  lately  confirmed  abroad,  and  the  inter- 
nal  prosperity  of  our  country.  And,  first, 
with  regard  to  the  Congress,  whose  deli- 
berations have  led  to  the  evacuation  of  the 
French  territory.  If  this  distinguished 
meeting  had  taken  place  for  thepurposce 
of  individual  interest  or  ambition,  or  for 


of  unbounded  duty  and  attachment,  to   any  othet  end  than  the  promotion  of  the 


general  peace,  I  should  predict  to  aiieh  e 
confederacy  .diaunion  and  discomfiture* 
But  what  has  been  tbe  dbject  of  this  happr 
coneolrd'of  nationaf  at  which  hianajesty^ 
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laiiiittera  bore  90  distioguUbed  a  part, 
may  be  seen  by  the  papers  ordered  to  be 
laui  before  the  House*  The  most  striking 
xetult  of  this  august  assemblage  has  been, 
on  serious  investigation  of  the  policy  of 
lbe>  measure,  to  take  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity of  restoring  to  a  great  and  afflicted 
people,  that  weight  in  the  scale  of  na- 
tions, of  which  ihe^  had,  for  their  own 
mnd  the  common  safety,  been  for  a  while 
deprived,  and  which  sad  necessity  no 
longer  existed  in  consequence  of  the  past 
unfit  dynasty  being  now  bo  happily  re- 
placed by  the  natural  race  of  her  kings. 
AVhile  France,  by  the  most  honorable 
and  scrupulous  adherence  to  her  engage- 
ments, and  by  the  success  that  has  hi- 
therto attended  the  efforts  of  his  most 
christian  majesty  towards  the  consolida- 
tion of  his  government,  has  rendered  pre- 
cautioDsry  measures  any  longer  unneces- 
sary on  the  part  of  the  allied  powers,  and 
now  rests,  once  more  on  her  own  means 
for  support,  to  our  own  shores  have  been 
given  back  our  distioeuished  heroes,  equally 
moderate  and  dignified  in  the  trying  hour 
of  fortune,  as  irresistible  in  danger.  It 
it  not  for  me  to  attempt  to  enter  into  the 
various  political  arrangements  of  these 
conferences;  but  bo  strongly  do  they  bear 
on  tbem  all  the  characteristics  of  peace, 
and  so  fully  do  they  evince  the  spirit  of 
the  allied  powers  to  establish  and  preserve 
such  relations  among  themselves  as  may 
tend  to  the  harmony  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  advance  the  march  of  national  liberty, 
that  they  cannpt  but  justify  his  Royal 
Highness's  persuasions,  that  the  result  of 
his  measures  in  this  quarter  of  the  ^lobe, 
will  meet  with  the  peculiar  satisfaction  of 
his  Commons. 

I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  of  calling 
your  attention  to  the  result  of  his  Royal 
Highness's  arms  in  India;  and  to  all  who 
wei^h  the  wealth  and  importance  of  our 
undisturbed  possessions  in  the  East,  to  all 
who  consider  the  intricacy  and  compre- 
hensive nature  of  its  affiurs,  it  must  be  a 
iiource  of  peculiar  congratulation,  to  be 
assured,  that  our  operations  in  that  coun- 
try have  been  as  decisive  as  they  were 
well  matured,  and  quickly  executed. 
The  total  suppression  of  the  attacks  of 
the  Pindarics,  and  of  the  restless  intrigues 
of  their  perfidious  supporters,  the  Mahratta 
powers,  ia  the  happy  result  of  one  short 
campaign;  and  to  its  vast  advantages, 
auch  as  we  fdwaya  may  anticipate,  with 
justice  warring  on  our  side,  to  the  cha- 
aracler  of  the  British  employed,  and  fo  the 


politic  conduct  and  administration  of  .the 
most  noble  the  governor,  the  most  unequi* 
vocal  testimony  has  been  borne  at-  th» 
close,  anu  on  the  arena  of  the  campaiffa 
and  its  results.  And,  however,  at  the 
date  of  the  document  to  which  I  allude, 
there  might  have  eaisted  some  features  of 
protracted  contest,  subsequent  intelli- 
gence announces  the  total  cessation  e£ 
those  hostilities  that  had  been  forced  oa 
us  by  constant  predatory  attacks  on  our 
adjacent  dominions ;   and  under  this  aus- 

Sicious  administration  of  affairs,  Bajab 
Low,  a  restless  intriguing  spirit,  disturb- 
ing the  general  tranquillity,  has  paid  th» 
penalty  of  his  unprovoked  attacks,  and  ia 
the  prisoner  of  war  of  his  Royal  Higbness'a 
governor  in  India. 

From  east  to  west,  a  kind  Frovidenc» 
seems  to  favour  the  efforts  of  his  majesty'a 
ministers,  for  the  good  and  prosperity  of 
these  realms,  and  the  result  of  his  Royal 
Highness's  negotiations  in  the  United 
States,  is  equally  favourable  with  the  issua 
of  his  arms.  By  previous  treaty  the  com- 
mercial convention  between  this  country 
and  the  United  States,  would  expire  ia 
the  course  of  a  few  months ;  but  I  have 
considerable  pleasure  in  understanding, 
that  the  same  arrangements  which  have 
already  proved  so  beneficial  to  the  wealth 
and  industry  of  this  country,  have  beea 
renewed  for  a  term  of  years-r-regulatlona 
to  be  viewed  with  the  same  satisfaction, 
and  as  the  more  permanent,  as  we  havo 
acted  on  the  liberal  policy,  that,  in  con- 
tributing to  the  rising  prosperity  of  Ame- 
rica, we  but  increase  good  custom  for  our- 
selves, and  open  new  resources  of  wealth 
to  the  commercial  and  manu&cturing 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

But,  Sir,  I  need  not  have  wandered 
thus  far  and  long  from  home,  ii)  search  of 
the  flattering  picture  of  prosperity ;  for  I 
believe  every  man  who  now  honours  me 
with  his  attention,  will  allow,  that  never 
was  the  measure  of  joy  more  full,  or  peace 
absolute,  as  that  which  now  reigns  through 
every  part  of  the  united  kingdom.  There 
never  was  a  period  at  which  all  branches 
of  the  different  manufacturers  of  the  coun- 
try were  more  universally  employed,  or 
received  a  fuller  or  more  comfortable  re- 
muneration for  their  labour^  A  revived 
and  enterprising  spirit  exists  in  all  our 
sea-port  towns,  ana  national  credit  never 
stood  higher  than  under  the  care  of  those 
to  whom  the  present  charge  is  entrusted. 
I  am  far  from  pressing  the  dangerous 
principle,  that  a  country's  resources  must 
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iSicrease  indefioitely,  in  proportion  to  the 
demands  made  on  its  exertions,  for  the 
greatest  affluence  may  be  drained,  and 
the  firmest  patience  exhausted;  but  it  is 
surely  the  purest  source  of  congratulation, 
that  after  an  unexampled  contest  of 
twenty-three  years  duration,  and  the 
more  trying  crisis  of  a  state  of  peace  in 
whieh  tne  greater  part  of  the  people  were 
ibrced  to  seek  for  new  employment,  the 
most  gratifying  and  unanswerable  proof 
of  the  elasticity  and  resources  of  the 
^untry  should  be  given  in  the  increase 
of  the  revenue  in  all  its  most  important 
branches.  This  individual  and  general 
financial  prosperity  was  however  naturally 
to  be  anticipated,  as  the  consequence  of 
that  system  of  economy  and  retrenchment 
io  quickly  established  and  steadily  pur- 
sued, after  our  expensive  career  of  glory, 
in  the  reduction  of  the  army  and  navy, 
and  the  other  war  establishments  of  the 
iountr^y  in  every  respect  as  extensive  as 
h  consistent  with  domestic'  security,  or 
the  nhilitary  occupation  of  our  colonies, 

I  have  now  attempted  to  give  an  out- 
fine  of  the  political  bearings  and  state  of 
the  country.  'Abroad,  we  have  an  un- 
examptrd  concord  of  nations  bound  to- 

f  ether  by  the  most  holy  ties  of  alliance, 
y  their  duties  towards  God,  and  the 
people  whom  they  govern;  at  home, 
peace,  affluence,  and  prosperity,  and 
above  all  other  blessings,  minds  and  dis- 
positions calculated  to  enjoy  them.  Such 
is  the  happy  country  which,  by  the  elec- 
tive trust  lately  restored  to  the  nation  and 
exercised  on  us,  comes  under  our  charge. 
May  we  jealously  watch  over  the  laws  of 
the  land;-  may  we  honestly  and  impartially 
support  every  part  of  the  constitution ; 
and  apply  ourselves  in  harmony  and  union 
to  amplinr  and  perpetuate  the  blessings  we 
enjoy!  Having  now  trespassed  a  long 
time  on  your  patience,  1  proceed  humbly 
to  offer  for  the  consideration  and  judg- 
ment of  the  House,  the  Address  of  Thanks 
I  shall  have  the  honour  to  move  to  his 
royal  highness  ^he  Prince  Regent,  which; 
pledging  to  no  future  line  of  conduct, 
but  merely  repeating  those  sentiments 
from  the  speech  from  the  throne,  to  which 
every  British  heart  must  echo,  will,  I  trust, 
Dneet  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  , 
of  the  House.  He  concluded  with  moving, 
<*  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  thank  his  Royal  Highness  for  the  tnost 
gracious  Speech  delivered  by  his  command 
to  both  Houses  of  Parliament: 


<<  To.  atsure  hta  Royal  HMiimm  that 
we  foHy  particit>ate  iki  the  £eep  regret 
expressed  by  his  Royal  Highness  at  the 
continuance  of  his  majesty's  lamented 
indisposition : 

"  To  offer  to  his  Royal  Highness  our 
sincere  condolence  on  the  severe  calamity 
with  which  it  has  pleased  Divine  Provideoee 
to  visit  his  Royal  Highness,  the  royal 
family,  and  the  nation,  by  the  death  of 
her  maiesty  the  Queen,  a  princesf  Wboa6 
exalted  virtues  and  exemplary  ctfhditet  in 
all  the  various  relations  of  public  an4 
private  life  will  cause  her  memory  to  bq 
held  in  long  and  grateful  reverence  by  a 
loyal  and  affectionate  people : 

"  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  thirt 
we  shall  not  fail  to  direct  our  early  attend 
tion  to  the  consideration  of  such  measurea 
as  this  melancholy  event  has  rendered 
necessary  and  expedient,  with  respect  *Co 
the  care  of  his  majesty's  saifered  person : 

**  To  rt^turn  our  humble  thanks  to  hm 
Royal  Highness  for  the  tnforadiitlon  that 
the  negotiations  which  have  taken  place 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle  have  led  to  the  evacu^^ 
ation  of  the  French  territory  by  the'^Ked 
armies ;  and  for  the  orders  giyeH  by  hfai 
Royal  Highness  that  the  convention  con^ 
eluded  for  this  purpose,  together  with 
the  documents  connected  with  this  ar* 
rangement,  shall  be  laid  before  parliament; 
and  to  b$;r  to  his  Royal  Highness  tk^ 
expression  of  our  peculiar  satisfaction  at 
his  Royal  Highness's  assurance  of  the  inti* 
mate  union  which  so  happily  subsista 
amongst  the  powers  who  were  parties  to 
those  transactmns,  and  of  the  unvaried 
disposition  which  has  been  manifested  in 
all '  their  proceedings  for  the  preservation 
of  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Europe : 

**  To  convey  to  his  Royal  Highness 
our  further  acknowledgmeilts  for  his  com* 
munication  6f  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty 
with  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  which  has  for  Its  object  the 
renewal  of  the  commercial  conventioit 
now  subsisting  between  the  two  natiotM, 
and  the  amicable  adjustment  of  several 
points  of  materia!  importance  to  the  in* 
terests  of  both  countries;  and  (br  his 
Royal  Highness's  gracious  intention  of 
laymg  a  copy  of  this  treat]^  before  parlia- 
menty  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  shall 
have  been  exchanged : 

'•«  To  return  our  humble  thanks  to'hia 
Royal  Highness  for  having  dtreetal  the 
estiniates  for  the  current  yeartolieUiki 
before  us: 

^<  That  we  learn  witlr  the  greateatlalii^ 
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fiMio»9  that  the  preieot  tilystioii  of 
Kurope^  and  the  circnmtianoci  of  the 
British  Empire,  have  enabled  his  Rojral 
Highnett  to  make  a  considerable  r^uc- 
tion  in  the  Naval  and  Military  establish* 
ments.of  the  coootry: 

*«  That  it  is  also  gratif)riiig  to  us  to  be 
kiforroedy  that  a  constiierable  and  pro- 
grefsive  hnprorement  ot*  the  revenue  has 
taken  place  in  its  most  important  branches; 
and  alsO|  that  the  trade^  commerce,  and 
manttfacfures  of  the  coontty  are  in  a 
flourishing  condition: 

^  To  return  our  thanks  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  ibr  directing  such  papers  as  are 
necessary  to  show  the  origin  and  lesult 
of  the  war  in  the  East  Indies,  to  be  kid 
before  Parliament: 

**  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that 
we  learn  with  much  satisfsction,  that  the 
war  on  the  oart  of  the  British  Goveroraent 
m  India  originated  in  the  strictest  prin- 
ciples of  Mf»defence;  and  that,  under 
the  prudent  and  skilful  superintendence 
of  the  marquis  of  Hastings,  the  campai^ 
has  been  marked  in  every  part  by  bril« 
Imnt  achievements  and  successes ;  and  that 
his  majesty's  forces,  and  those  of  the  East 
India  Company  (native  as  well  as  Euro* 
pean),  rivalled  each  other  in  sustaining 
the  reputation  of  the  British  arms : 

**  Tiiat  we  rejoice  at  the  favourable 
change  to  which  nis  Roval  Highness  ve» 
fers,  as  having  so  rapidly  Udcen  place  in 
the  internal  circunostances  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  as  affording  the  strongest 
proof  of  the  soliditv  of  its  resources;  and 
to  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  it  will 
be  our  earnest  desire  to  direct  our  deli- 
berations to  the  cultivatiim  and  improve* 
ment  of  our  present  situation,  relying 
with  confidence  oh  his  Royal  Highnesses 
concurrence  and  co-operation  in  whatever 
naay  be  t>eat  calculsted  to  secure  to  his 
majesty's  snbjecu  the  full  benefits  of  that 
state  of  peace  which,  by  the  blessing  of 
P^^ividencCt  has  been  so  happily  re-esta- 
blished throughout  Europe." 

Mr.  William  Fed  rose  and  said:-^In 
seconding.  Sir,  the  Address,  which  has 
been  proposed  with  so  much  ability  by 
the  honourable  member  who  has  juat  sat 
down,  I  cannot  but  feel  how  absolutely 
necessary  it  is  for  me  to  put  in  my  claim 
to  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  and  ex- 
press a  hope  thst  its  liberality  will  be  ex* 
tended  to  one  who  stands'  so  much  in 
need  of  it.  Many  of  the  observations  it 
was  my  intention  to  make,  having  veiy 
naturiVy  been 'anticiii^ted  by  the  hon. 


movfer  of  the  address,  I  fear  I  run  an  ad* 
diiional  risk  of  wearying  the  patience  of 
the  House,  by  descanting  on  subjecta 
which  have  already  been  noticed  so  much 
at  larse.  I  am,  however,  somewhat  sus* 
tained  by  a  belief  that  the  address  I  pro- 

{>ose  to  second,  is  not  of  a  nature  calcu« 
sted  to  mdl  forth  opposition  or  objection, 
but  that  it  will  experience  the  cordial 
support  and  sincere  approbation  of  every 
member  sn  the  House;  for,  as  there  can 
exist  but  -one  opinion  as  to  the  propriety 
of  offering  our  condolence  to  the  Prince 
Regent  on  these  lamentable  circumstancea 
noticed  in  the  speech  from  the  throne»  so 
there  can  exist  but  one  wish  as  to  the 
unaninuty  with  which  that  offering  should 
be  conveyed  to  bis  Royal  Highness.  The 
afflicted  state  of  bis  majesty  beoomea 
every  successive  year  a  siibject  of  addi* 
tional  and  still  deeper  regret ;  as  the  con« 
dnuance  of  that  affliction  must  have  di« 
minisbed  io  ihe  minds  of  the  west  sua* 
guine  the  hopes  they  had  entertained  aa 
totheprobability  of  hismaieaty's  recovery. 
Another  cauae  of  the  oeepest  national 
grieC^  presents  itself  in  the  Umeated  death 
of  the  Queen ;  and  witnessing,  as  we  do, 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  every  class  of 
socieiy  to  aympaihiae  with  the  Prince 
Regent  on  tlie  misfortune  which  he  and 
the  country  have  sustained  in  the  loss  of 
that  royal  personage,  whose  Vh  was  ex* 
ercised  in  the  discbarge  of  every  public 
and  every  private  duty,  the  representativea 
of  the  people  will,  of  course,  be  anxioua 
to  seise  the  very  first  opportunity  of  ex* 
pressing  their  sense  of  toeg^eral  misfor« 
tune,  and  their  desire  to  participate  in  the 
general  sorrow.  It  would  be  idle  and 
presumptuous  in  me  to  dwell  upon  tbu 
nmny  excellencies  which  adoriVBd  the 
character  of  her  late  migqsty— inasmuch 
as  these  exceUeocies  are  so  universally 
acknowledged ;  and  I  am  perfectlv  sensi- 
ble of  my  own  incomnetency  to  do  theaa 
justice,  were  I  to  maxe  the  attempti  It 
having  beeome  necessary  that  aome  new 
arrangements  should  be  speedily  adoptedf 
with  respect  to  the  ciutody  of  hw  majesty's 
sacred  pemon,  such  arrangements  have 
been  recommended  to  our  consideration 
in  the  Speech  from  tlie  throne.  Future 
opportunities  will  be  afforded  Ibr  a  die* 
cussionof'thero.  We  are  now  merely  asked 
to  pledge  ourselves  to  the  consideration 
of  the  rabject.  It  ian  pleasing reflectiout 
that  Uie  Bsainr  topics  would  afford  ua  occa- 
sion to  minpte  our  conmlulelions  with 
our  oxpremions  of condpleucc.   Whatever 
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difference  of  opinion  may  have  existed,  as 
to  the  means  by  which  events  have  been 
accompanied,  or  as  to  the  events  which 
have  lately  occurred  to  affect  the  circum- 
stances of  other  countries,  yet  all  must 
in  candour  admit,  that  the  prosperous 
state  and  future  prospects  of  the  country, 
form  the  most  ample  grounds  for  exulta* 
tion ;  for  whether  we  compare  ourselves 
fo  other  states,  or,  according  to  the  fairer 
criterion,  compare  our  situation  at  the 
present  day  with  the  situation  of  the 
Country  at  other  periods  of  our  history, 
the  result  of  that  comparison  mast  be  in 
^very  respect  highly  satisfactory. 
'  If  we  look,  for  instance,  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  parliament,  the 
Country  had  to  contend  with  the  greatest 
difficulties.  We  saw  ourselves  engaged 
in  an  arduous  and  evemful  struggle,  wait- 
ing with  unspeiikable  anxiety  every  ar- 
rival from  the  theatre  of  war;  and  though 
every  arrival  brought  with  it  the  tidings 
of  success,  yet  were  those  tidings  accom- 
panied by  others  which  could  not  fail  to 
produce  much  private  misery  throughout 
the  nation,  ana  much  anxiety  as  to  the 
future  contingencies  of  war.  During  the 
course  of  that  parliament,  this  country 
had  to  undergo  severe  privations,  resulting 
from  the  inclemencies  of  the  season.  At 
a  very  late  period  of  that  parliament,  a 
spirit  of  outrage  and  disaffection  mani- 
fested itself  in  the  country,  which  I  am 
willing  to  attribute  rather  to  the  pressure 
of  the  times,  than  to  any  general  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  people  to  anderva« 
)ue  the  blessings  of  the  constitution  under 
which  they  live.  We  have  now  to  boast 
of  peace  abroad  and  tranquillity  at  home. 
We  see  our  revenue  increasing,  and  those 
branches  of  commerce  which  had  sufiered 
during  the  war,  reviving  and  flourishing, 
under  the  free  intercourse  which  peace 
affords.  How  gratifying  to  reflect,  that 
after  passing  the  severe  contest,  through 
which  we  have  so  triumphantly  passed, 
nothing  has  occurred  to  tarnish  a  single 
laurel  we  have  eained,  or  to  bring  discre- 
dit on  our  fair  character. 

Let  us  here  not  refuse  to  do  justice  to 
that  illustrious  individual,  to  whom  thb 
country  still  owes  so  great  a  debt  of  gra- 
titude; to  him  who,  for  all  his  achieve- 
ments, may  put  forth  his  claim  to  future 
fame,  not  more  on  the  grounds  of  his 
great  military  character  as  a  conqueror, 
than  on  his  moderation  in  the  day  of  con- 
quest. How  splendid  a  compliment  was 
paid  to  his  country— how  splendid  a  com- 


pliment was  paid  to  our  great  commander; 
on  his  being  selected  to  the  command  of 
the  combined  armies  on  the  continent ;  to 
the  command  of  the  troops  of  nations  who 
have  broueht  so  much  larger  forces  into 
the  field  than  ever  we  could  boa>t ;  and 
those  troops  too  commanded  by  the  most 
skilful  and  experienced  generals ;  yet  alt 
concur  in  entrusting  the  chief  command, 
not  to  that  general  who  bad  distinguished 
himself  for  the  magnitude  of  the  armiet 
he  led  to  victory,  but  for  the  magni- 
tude of  the  victories  he  gained!  How 
fully  has  he  justified  the  wisdom  of  that 
choice  by  the  ability  and  moderation  witli 
which  he  executed  the  difficult  and  deli« 
cate  task  assigned  to  htm  I  Happily  for 
Europe,  the- necessity  of  these  precaution^ 
ary  measures  no  longer  exists.  What 
can  be  a  greater  field  of  congratulatioo 
than  to  find  the  internal  state  of  France 
such  as  to  enable  the  combined  powers  to 
withdraw  their  forces  from  its  frontiers  I 
What  can  be  more  gratifying  than  to  find 
that  nation;  after  fulfilling,  with  the  most 
honourable  punctuality,  all  its  engage- 
ments, restored  to  its  proper  station  in 
the  scale  of  nations,  and  invited  to  unite 
its  councils  to  those  of  the  other  Euro- 
pean powers  assembled  together  in  tha 
confidence  of  friendship,  not  regarding 
each  other  with  the  jealousy  of  rivals*  but 
acting  on  liberal  and  enlightened  princi- 
ples, and  consulting  together  for  the  con- 
solidation of  the  general  peace.  In  this 
situation  of  France,  we  have  particular 
cause  for  joy,  as  experience  of  the  last 
thirty  years  has  shown  us  how  much  this 
country  is  interested  in  ewety  thing 
which  can  affect  the  order  and  disorder 
of  that  neighbouring  state.  We  see  with 
pleasure  the  affiiirs  of  that  country,  after 
being  disturbed  by  the  troubled  waves  of 
so  many  revolutions,  gradually  subsiding 
into  a  calm ;  and  though  some  agitation 
may  still  exist,  let  us  hope  that  it  arises 
more  from  the  conflict  or  hoqest  though 
varying  opinions  under  a  free  government 
than  tnat  it  is  to  be  considered  as  anv  in- 
dication of  future  storms.  Let  us  hope 
that  a  country  which  has  so  sensibly  felt 
the  evils  of  so  many  revolutions,  will  be- 
come sensibly  alive  to  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  a  limitted  and  constituti- 
onal monarchy.  And  seeing  a  disposition 
arising  on  the  part  of  other  nations  to  assi- 
milate their  forms  of  government  to  that  of 
ours,  to  fashion  themselves  on  our  model, 
and  willing  to  take  the  benefits  of  thai 
constitution;   the  peculiar .  advantages  of 
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which  have  been  so  fully  demonstrated,  the 
more  unwilling  should  we  be  to  hazard 
the  loss  of  the  solid  and  substantial  bles- 
siogs  we  enjoy,  by  listening  for  a  moment 
to  the  absurd  and  impracticable  schemes 
of  wild  speculation  and  fancied  improve* 
ment ;  for  dearly  as  we  have  paid  for  the 
proof,  yet  the  most  satisfactory  proof  has 
been  aobrded,  that  there  are  no  difficulties 
too  great  to  be  overcome  by  the  resources 
of  this  country.  For  not  in  Europe  only 
have  formidable  difficulties  yielded  to  the 
superiority  of  British  skill  and  valour :  in 
India  the  same  system-  has  been  main- 
tained ;  the  same  justice  is  done  to  our 
National  character,  and  the  same  credit 
due  to  our  moderation  in  the  exercise  of 
the  rights  of  conquest.  There  we  have 
seen  a  war  undertaken,  not  for  the  gratis 
fication  of  ambition,  not  for  the  expansion 
of  territory  and  possessions,  but  for  the 
punisbment  of  aggression,  and  to  afford 
protection  to  the  peaceable  from  future 
outrage  and  oppression.  The  conse- 
quences of  that  war  have  been,  that  secu- 
rhy  and  comfort  have  been  established 
where  terror  and  misery  before  existed. 
In  looking  to  our  present  relations  with 
America,  let  us  hope  that  the  commercial 
arrangements  with  that  country  are  such 
as  will  prove  highly  satisfactory  to  both 
countries,  from  being  established  on  the 
soundest  basis — that  of  reciprocal  advan- 
tage. 

And  now,  having  taken  a  review  of  the 
prosperous  state  of  our  affairs,  and  seeing 
the  numerous  blessings  we  enjoy,  it  will  be 
our  duty  to  endeavour  to  give  a  perma- 
nency to  those  various  blessings ;  and  as 
in  tioKS  of  peace  parliament  has  an  op- 
portunity of  affording  a  more  undivided 
attention  to  domestic  circumstances,  let 
it  be  our  concern  to  improve  those  cir- 
cumstances, by  promoting  the  industry 
and  increasing  the  comforts  of  the  people, 
and  as  they  have  heavily  experienced  the 
consequences  of  war,  so  may  they  now 
sensibly  feel  the  advantages  of  peace. 
But,  Sir,  I  fear  that  I  have  ver^  indis- 
creetly abused  the  liberality  which  has 
been  granted  to  me.  I  shall  therefore 
conclude  with  seconding  the  Address ;  in 
which  it  appears  to  me  that  every  hon. 
member  in  the  House  may  acquiesce, 
whatever  be  bis  political  views,  without 
any  impeachment  of  his  character  fot 
consistency,  or  without  pledging  himself 
at  all  as  to  the  support  of  future  mea- 
sures. 
.  Mr*  Maedfmald  said,  he  could  by  no 


means  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  hob* 
mover  of  the  Address,  that  courtesy  re- 
quired it  should  pass  altogether  unopposed 
or  unremarked  upon,  since  that  would  not 
prejudice  any  future  discussion  of  the 
subjects  which  it  comprehended.  And  he 
was  the  rather  induced  to  make  this  decla- 
ration by  the  especial  reason  advanced  by 
the  hon.  mover  in  support  of  his  proposi- 
tion, namely,  that  there  was  one  promi>i 
nent  feature  in  the  Royal  Speech  that  of 
condolence  with  his  Royal  Highness  on  his 
late  melancholy  loss,  on  which  th^e  could 
be  but  one  sentiment  in  the  House.  This 
was  an  additional  motive  for  making  some 
observations,  not  on  that  particular  topic, 
but  on  the  general  view  wnich  the  Speech 
took  of  public  a&irs.  And  here  he  was 
compelled  to  say,  that  the  extravagant 
and  extraordinary  representations  of  the 
state  of  the  country,  which  the  speech 
contained,  would  justify  many  more  ob- 
servations than  those  with  which  it  wss 
his  intention  to  trouble  the  House.  Cer- 
tainly he  was  most  happy  to  concur  in 
one  portion  of  the  bold  and  universal  sa- 
tisfaction at  that  state  which  pervaded  the 
Speech  from  the  throne,  and  still  more 
the  speeches  of  the  hon.  mover  and  se- 
conder of  the  Address.  He  rejoiced  to 
find  that  considerable  reductions  had  taken 
place  in  our  military  establishment— -re- 
ductions, which  when  talked  of  in  the  last 
parliament  by  those  who  thought  with  him 
on  the  subject,  were  held  by  his  majesty's 
government  to  be  vain  and  groundless  an- 
ticipations. It  now  appeared  that  the 
amount  of  the  force  withdrswn  from  the 
French  territory  was  in  a  course  of  reduc- 
tion. Ministers  who  would  have  ventured 
in  time  of  peace,'to  maintain  such  a  for ce,in 
addition  to  the  large  military  establishment 
already  existing,  would  have  deserved  im- 
peachment. Nevertheless,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  concede  to  government  as  much 
merit  on  this  subject  as  they  might  be 
considered  entitled  to.  But  with  respect 
to  civil  retrenchment  and  regulation,  it 
would,  in  his  opinion,  have  been  much 
more  satisfactory  if  the  Speech  from  the 
throne,  instead  of  a .  vague  promise  of 
concurrence  and  co-operation  in  any 
parliamentary  measures,  to  secure  to  his 
majesty's  subjects  the  full  enjovment  of 
the  benefits  of  peace,  had  pointed  out  any 
such  measures,  which  had  either  been 
carried  into  effieict  or  were  in  contempla- 
tion. This  appeared  to  him  4o  have  been 
especially  necessary  with  reference  to  that 
subject,  which  called  loudly  for  considera- 
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tion  and  ameBdmet— tlie  coUcetion  of  At 
public  r«venu#.  That  cullection  cost  the 
public  ai  present  no  less  than  four  mil* 
jieos :  being  about  half  of  the  entire  pub- 
lic income  at  the  accession  of  iiis  present 
majesty !  He  was  perfectly  aware  that 
the  present  was  not  the  most  convenient 
period  for  entering  into  any  details  on  this 
smbjed,  but  he  would  just  ask  a  question 
or  two  with  reference  to  the  Stamp  Duties 
•^that  tremendous  infiiction  on  the  com* 
meroe  of  the  country:  duties  which,  it 
inight  besupposeiii  would  almost  collect 
themselves.  Was  not  the  nature  of  the 
aituation  and  enidumeiics  of  the  distribu* 
tors  of  stamps  perfectly  known  to  the 
•oiBntry>  Was  not  the  nature  of  the 
aituation  and  emoluments  of  the  receivers 
of  the  land-tax  perfectly  known  to  the 
eeuntry?  Was  it  not  notoriouSt  that 
these  offices  were  frequently  bestowed  on 
individuals  who  wove  utter  strangers  to 
the  counties  in  which  they  were  appotntedi 
send  who  farmed  them  out  to  other  per* 
aens  i  Was  it  not  notorious  that  by  the 
aoppression  of  some  of  those  superior 
offices,  not  only  a  great  saving  would  be 
effected  in  the  expense  of  collection,  but 
a  better  eolleGlioii  would  be  mado^  Re- 
formation of  this  nature  however  could 
scarcely  be  enpected  to  flow  spontaneously 
from  such  ministers  as  the  present  as  thev 
would  touch  the  operations  bjr  which 
notwithstanding  their  unpopularity  they 
maintained  their  situations*  They  were 
points  which  would  have  long  since  been 
adverted  to  by  a  government  in  cmrnest  in 
the  cause  of  public  econorov. 

Then  came  the  congf stulatory  psssagi 
in  the  Speech,  on  the  increase  of  the  re- 
venue. Very  good  tidings  certainly !  It 
was  well  to  hear  that  the  people  had  been 
enabled  to  pay  nearly  four  millions  more 
than  they  had  done  last  year ;  but  it  would 
be  much  better  to  be  told  that  in  future 
they  would  have  to  pay  less«  The  omis- 
sion in  the  Speech  of  all  allusion  to  a 
rediieiion  of  our  taxation  was  highly  in- 
atts^icious;  It  was  evident  that  the  ad- 
rathistration  had  done  nothing  towsrds 
the  fulfilment  o?  the  national  desire  on 
the  subject,  untH  this  alternative  was  pro- 
posed to  them-->'«  do  it  or  go"— an  alter* 
native  by  the  way,  which  they  never  hesi- 
tated to  comply  with,  to  the  preservation 
of  their  places.  If,  however,  the?  weito 
atill  n^ctant— if  they  stopped  short  of 
that  which  »ight  fairly  to  be  expected-^ 
that  House  must,  and  Att  was  persuaded 
wottldy  dn  iu  diiry.    The»e  werr  ibme  of 


the  getidemen  opposite  whd  were  not 
quite  satisfied  with  the  temper  of  the  last 
parliament;  let  them  try  what  they  could 
take  on  themselves  to  do  with  the  present* 
With  unmin^ed  sattsfiiction  would  the 
people  hail  any  improvement  of  the  public 
revenue,  if  the  p«st  afibrded  them  any 
assurance  that  that  improvement  would 
be  the  means  of  diminishing  the  evils 
under  which  they  laboured*  Butt,  burdened 
as  the  country  was— paying  more  than 
twofold  tKst  which  it  had  paid  even  in 
any  former  period  of  war^what  prospect 
could  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  hold  out,  of  a  removal  or 
even  of  an^  considerable  diminution  of 
that  galling  taxation  wiiicb  it  sufiered ) 
He  had  as  firm  a  reliance  on  our  general 
resources  as  any  man  ought  to  have,  bat 
he  coold  not  forget  the  precariousnesa  of 
trade*  Of  the  evils  attendant  on  a  revu^ 
sion  of  commerce  all  had  been  witnesses^ 
It  was  true  that  the  revenue  wiis  this  yea< 
three  or  four  millions  better  than  ia 
was  last  year;  but  it  stiH  fell  between 
two  and  three  millrons  short  of  what  it 
was  in  1805.  It  was  true  that  there  were 
a  few  hundred  thousand  potmds  surplus 
of  the  consolidated  fund.  But  great  and 
gratifying  as  thiD  recovery  of  the  revenue 
W8S  from  the  state  intb  which  it  had  sunk^ 
it  wss,  as  the  hon.  mover  of  the  AdcUese 
had  said,  not  unexpected.  But  if  tbo 
right  hoh.  the  chancellor  of  the  excheqoee 
took  this  as  the  ratio  of  onr  ftttin*e  pro- 
gress, its  inefficiency  to  remedy  the  ille 
which  the  (Country  endured  was  evident^ 
The  fact  was,  that  a  roaliaation  of  the 
hopes  which  had  been  held  out  on  thai 
subject  could  be  effected  only  by  such  a 
demand  for  our  productions  aa  woutil 
absorb  a  very  large  additional  portion  of 
our  population  in  manufactures — an  evil 
of  the  most  serious  kind,  morally  and 
polfticsHy.  And  here  he  must  otwervev 
thttt  he  probably  looked  with  diffisrent 
eyes  from  the  honourable  gentlemen  on 
the  great  and  affiicting  increase  of  crime 
in  the  covtntry;  on  the  sad  overilbw  of 
our  prisons;  on  the  continued  legitinfi^ 
aation  of  pauperism. 

When  he  contemplated  the  dreadAil 
mass  of  human  misery  which  these  cir«' 
cumslaniDes  occtisioned,  he  could  not  helfl 
being  surprised  at  those  nHitosl  felicita^ 
tions  on  the  state  of  the  oouniry,  whic1>  m 
little  sober  reflection  would  havecheckedi 
If  in  a  time  of'  peace  we  oiero  unable  to 
diminish  the  public  expenditure,  eftbei^ 
by  a'  material  reduction  of  tbo  publie 
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debt,  or  otherwise  (and  of  that  reduction 
the  6oanciaI  transacCiont  of  the  last  year 
afforded  little  hope,  since,  although  the 
Sinking  Fund  was  nominally  fifteen  mil- 
Uons,  it  in  fact  amounted  to  only  three), 
how  should  we  be  prepared  for  a  time  of 
war?  It  might  happen  that  we  should 
be  engaged  in  a  war  for  the  defence  of 
every  thing  that  was  valuable  to  us.  It 
might  happen  that  we  should  be  assailed 
by  the  vengeance  of  those  whom  we  had 
conquered,  by  the  ingratitude  of  those 
whom  we  had  assisted,  by  the  just  indig- 
nation of  those  whom  we  had  conspired 
to  oppress.  Were  the  House  to  listen  to 
the  tone  of  the  royal  Speech,  and  of  the 
speeches  of  the  honourable  gentlemen,  it 
seemed  they  might  be  spared  the  trouble 
of  contemplating  any  such  possibility. 
They  were  told  they  might  safely  rely  on 
the  inviolability  of  treaties-— on  our  "  inti- 
mate union"  with  foreign  powers-swords, 
in  his  opinion,  too  amatory  to  meet  just 
ideas  of  British  policy.  As  to  any  sub- 
stantial security  for  the  continuance  of 
peace,  those  treaties  did  not  appear  to 
liim  to  be  worth  a  single  pinch  of  snuff 
from  the  diamond  boxes  presented  to  the 
distinguislied  individuals  who  assisted  in 
their  completion*  The  one  substantial 
security  for  permanent  peace  was,  a  wise 
and  econonucal  and  conciliatory  adminis* 
tration  of  public  affiurs— «n  undeviating 
system  of  justice  and  liberality  to  the  people 
of  other  countries  whether  powerful  or 
weak.  As  to  any  other  objects  of  the 
alliances  in  question^  the  British  public 
regarded  them  with  theutmost  indi&rence. 
They  never  troubled  themselves  to  inquire 
when  the  noble  lord  T  whom  he  regretted 
not  to  see  in  his  place )  went  to  the  scene 
nf  their  formation,  or  when  he  returned** 
what  he  did  do,  or  what  he  did  not  do. 
As  to  the  principal  result  of  the  confess, 
it  was  well  known  that  the  withdrawing  of 
foreign  troops  from  France  had  long  before 
been  decideid— not  by  us,  but  for  us.  It 
appeared  indeed,  that  in  order  to  avoid 
any  awkward  reclamation  of  promises 
made  by  sovereigns  in  the  hour  of  need, 
and  forgotten  by  them  in  the  hour  of 
sueeess,<^-Co  ensible  the  parties  to  steer 
dear  of  the  chaos  which  threatened  to 
overwhelm  them  if  they  entered  on  the 
consideration  of  various  subjects  dear  to 
the  interests  of  mankind— no  course  could 
be  resorted  to,  but  that  of  deprecating 
every  species  of  discussion.  Tliere  was 
one  subject  to  which  the  people  of  this 
cottntnr  had  looked  with  anxious  expec- 
(VdLxXXI^L) 


tation.  They  anxiously  expected  that  st 
length '  the  detestable  traffic  in  huinan 
creatures  would  be  denounced  and  finally 
extinguished,  by  the  high  and  assembled 
professors  of  peace  and  of  Christianity. 
Although  the  speech  from  the  throne 
had  not  condescended  to  notice  the  sub- 
ject (which. under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  it  would  have  been  mcst  fitting 
to  do),  and  although  he  did  not  know 
whether  or  not  any  reference  to  it  was 
made  in  the  treaties  which  that  speech 
promised  should  be  laid  before  the  House, 
yet  it  was  well  known  that  the  power 
which  had  opposed  so  desirable  a  con- 
summation was  France.  France!  a  mem- 
ber of  the  holy  alliance !  France !  under 
the  restored  rule  of  his  most  christian 
majesty!  Thus  it  appeared,  that  all  the 
sacrifices  which  this  country  had  made 
in  favour  of  the  Bourbon  dynasty,  had 
been  insufficient  to  obtain  from  the  court 
of  Louis  Dixhuit  a  measure  wlijch  was 
little  more  than  one  of  decency»-a  mea- 
sure which  Spain  herself,  under  Ferdinand 
himself,  had  been— he  was  going  to  say 
brought'^but  had  been  bought  to  consent 
to.  There  was  a  power  in  Europe 
which,  by  its  wisdom  and  its  modera- 
tion, had  succeeded  to  that  ascen- 
dancy and  influence  which  once  wei'e 
Enffiand's.  Had  the  Russian  government 
undertaken  the  task  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  slave  trade,  who  could  doubt  that 
on  that,  as  well  as  on  every  other  public 
consideration  in  which  it  had  interfered, 
it  would  have  prevailed !  Were  the  noble 
lord  by  whom  the  negotiations  at  Aix-la- 
Chapelle  were  conducted  in  his  place,  he 
should  be  inclined  to  say  something  of 
the  conduct  of  the  British  negotiator  on 
this  most  iotesesting  subject-r^^onduct 
which,  in  his  opinion,  rendered  it  very 
doubtful,  whether  the  zeal  professed  by 
this  last  lineenog  advocate  in  this  country 
of  the  BlacK  Slave  Trade,  did  not  arise, 
not  so  much  fi*bm  his  love  of  humanity, 
as  from  his  disposition  to  obtain  in  that 
House  the  support  of  men  whose  names 
would  be  ever  honoured  for  tlieir  efforts 
in  the  destruction  of  the  barbarous  trade 
in  question.  On  no  other  ground  could 
he  conceive  that  the  right  of  France  to 
negotiate  on  the  question  of  reciprocal 
search  would  have  been  admitted.  It 
was  impossible  that  France  could  seriously 
believe  her  acquiescence  in  that  reciprocal 
understanding,  which  had  been  recognised 
by  the  greatest  and  the  smallest  powers  in 
Europe,  ought  to  be  made  matter  of  ne- 
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gDtiation.  Ic  was  e?ident,  that  ^  long 
as  Prance  opposed  herself  to  its  entire 
aholition,  by  oppoitng  the  regulations 
which  tended  to  prevent  the  admitted  law 
on  the  subject  from  beii^  evaded,  that 
infernal  trade  (for  so  he  must  call  it) 
would  thrive,  and  thrive  it  did:  and  in 
higvOpinion  it  would  be  most  fit  to  advert 
to  this  subject  in  the  address  to  the  throne. 
On  every  topic  connected  with  the 
redress  of  tho  acknowledged  grievances 
in  the  internal  condition  and  regulations 
of  the  country,  the  Speech  from  the 
throne  Was  wholly  silent.  It  had  not 
been  thought  fit  to  insert  in  it  any  notifi- 
cation that  the  act  of  the  last  Parliament 
had  been  put  in  force,  which  directed  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  inquire 
into  the  abuses  of  public  charities.  He 
ought  not  to  call  them  commissioners  for 
inquiring  into  **  the  abuses''  of  public  oha- 
rities.  They  were  any  thing  but  that; 
and  he  knew  that  in  speaking  of  any  cor- 
rection of  an^  abuses,  he  spoke  of  that 
which  the  nation  desired,  but  which  the 
ministers  would,  it  seemed,  not  permit. 
Of  the  particular  act  to  which  he  oad  al- 
luded, he  would  then  say  nothing.  His 
hon.  and  learned  friend  below  him  (Mr. 
Brougham)  would,  in  the  course  or  the 
session,  furnish  the  House  with  abundant 
matter  for  di^ctusion  with  respect  to  it. 
But  he  could  not  refrain  from  observing, 
that  it  would  have  been  much  better,  with 
reference  to  the  attainnoent  of  the  object 
in  view,  if  ministers  had  succeeded  m  a 
direct  attempt  to  put  down  all  inquiry, 
rather  than  in  api>oihting  the  lame  and 
impotent  ^commission  which  had  been 
constituted.  But  even  had  the  powers  of 
the  commission  been  as  ample  as  they 
were  contracted^*-had  the  objects  to  which 
they  were  to  direct  their  attention  been, 
as  extensive  as  they  were  litnited,  they 
would  have  wanted  one  great  recommen- 
dation to  public  confidenoe.  It  would 
have  been  recollected,  that  ihe  members 
of  the  commission  were  noroinatea,  not 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  but  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  It  was  tnie  there  were- 
in  die  Commisaien  the  names  of  two  in- 
dividuals who  would  do  credit  te  any 
body  with  which  they  were  associatedf, 
and  who  from  their  zeiU,  integrity,  and 


the  important  trust  reposed  in  them ;  but 
whatever  personal  sacriBces  those  indivi« 
duals  mignt  be  disposed  to  make,  it  would 
be  idle  and  absurd  to  expect  that  any. 
fundamental  or  continuous  refi)ni|  co^Id 


be  e&cted  bv  their  unaided  efforts.  With 
respect  to  the  general  selection  <)f  the 
members  of  the  commission,  all  that  it 
was  necessary  to  say  was,  that  it  did  fto 
happen,  as  it  had  happened  in  many  other 
instances  of  a  similar  nature— that  the 
principles  and  opinions  of  those  membra 
were  directly  hostile  to  the  spirit  of  the 
inquiry  which  they  'were  appointed  to 
institute.  It  did  so  happen,  that  in  their 
number  the  name  of  the  original  mover , of 
the  proceeding  did  not  appear.  Surely 
this  was  as  foolish  as  it  was  indecent. 
For  if  his  hon«  and  learned  friend  were 
as  oversealous  and  as  enthusiastic'  as  be 
was  represented  to  be  by  the  gentlemen 
opposite,  there  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  sufficient  coldness  in  some  of  the 
other  members  of  the  commission,  to 
correct  the  e&cts  of  hie  ardoiur;  wbile^ 
liy  the  omission  of  :his  naoae^  ininisrera 
Ifeft  it  to  be  said— -and  it  vas  said— that 
they  feared  a  man  who  had  talents,  vnd 
who  was  in  earnest. 

It  seemed,  to  be  thought  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  wlio  had  moved  lind 
seconded  the  Address,  that  tfatere  waa 
nothing  so  simple  and  natural  as  to  ad- 
mire every  tbit^  that  was  done  bv 
*<  the  powers  that  be ;"  and  that  no  fault 
ought  to  be  found  vith  any  of  their  pro* 
ceeditigk  For  hinself,  it  save  him  httie 
aatis&ction  to  find  general  discontent  in 
the  country;  and  more  ospe'cially  when 
that  discontent  oocasienally  e;dubited 
Itself  in  m  intemperate  and  roalfgn^nt 
character.  But  it  waa  impoMible  not  to 
reflect,  that  ail  thia  conld  not  exist  without 
adequate  cauaew ,  If  the  fj^oA,  erder,  imd 
tranquillity,  and  bappiaess  of  a  CQoupiiii* 
nity,  were  justly  deemed  the  fair  critedon 
of  a  sound  administratioa  of  pi:d>lic  aflbin, 
the  insubordination,  the  duturbance,  and 
the  diasittisfaction  of  a  communityi  o^ght 
to  be  justly  deemed  the  &ir  criteri<Hl  of 
an4insoaDd  adflvbastratiap  of  .public  afi^irs. 
•^AVbence  came ^ the'  extreme  inritaUon 
among  ithe  people,  the  Existing  tendeocy 
to  tumuH  and  violence'  He  should  be 
glad  to  know  how  the.  hon*  gentlemen 
opposite,  if  their  defecriptioa  of  the  4oo* 
Astung  state  of  the  cou&try  was  oonrect» 
could  account  for  sl»me  very  extraordinary 
appearances  at  the  Itfte  general  elecUon, 


ability,  were  every  iTay  calculated  to  fulfil    How  came  it,  that  towards  an  administra- 


tion under  which,  notwithstanding  their 
egregious  blunders,  the  military  glory  of 
this  '.Country  had  been  earned  to  the 
^heat  point  (for  it  would  be  a  most 
paltry  spirit  of  party  that  would  under* 
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rate  tbat  glory  )^  how  came  it,  that  towards 
an  administration  so  cirououtanced,  so 
much  apathy  had  been  shown  by  most  clas* 
SCI  of  society,  and  so  much  decided  disincli- 
nation by  the  remainder  i  Why  was  this  ? 
Because  the  people  found  them  deficient 
in  those  qualities,  withput  the  possession 
of  which  no  administration  could  ever 
enjoy  public  confidence^  decision,  and 
union.  All  measure^  of  domestic  policy 
were  by  tliem  either  compromised  or 
abandoned.  From  them  the  most  im- 
portant propositions  experienced  neither 
friendly  support,  nor  manly  resistance. 
When  the  opinion  of  Government  was 
called  for  on  questions  of  the  ^atest 
general  interest,  it  was  discovered  that 
they  had  no  opinion.  Let  the  House 
Cry  back,  and  they  would  find  numerous^ 
prooft  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  For 
instance,  the  question  of  Bank  paper,  on 
wbtdi  subject,  as  on  aD  subjects  ox  politi- 
cid  economy,  his-  hon.  friend  i  near  him 
(  Mr.  Grenfell ) ,  had  thtown  so  much  Iwht* 
and  by  his  remarks  on  which  he  had  cume 
himself  so  much  credit*  Was  it  to  be 
perpetual  or  was  it  to  cease  was  a  ques- 
tion in  the  solutiob  of  which  every  man 
in  the  country  had  a  deep  interest.  What 
thought  government?  Their  financial 
oracles  were  so  diametrically  opposed  to 
each  other,  both  in  thejr  premises  and  in 
their  conclusions,  that  it  was  impossible 
t9  guess.  They  exhibited  the  utmost 
fluctuation,  the  utmost  equivocation,  the 
most  eager  desire  to  catch  at  any  pretence, 
however  feeble,  which  might  arrest  the 
necessity  of  coming  to  any  positive  de- 
termination. Agaiff,  on  the  subject  of 
the  poor  laws.  Bvery  ^ne  was  sensible 
of  the  evils  of  the  present  wretciied  sys* 
tera--a  system  that  tended  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  that  remained  of  a  sound  and 
independent  spirit^  among  the  inferior 
daases  of  the  community.  The  public 
bad  long  waited  for  the  plans  of  govern- 
ment  for  Its  amelioration.  They  might 
wait  till  doomVday.  Government  would 
propose  no  plan— government  would  con- 
our  in  no  plan— they  could  not  afford  the 
risk  of  so  much  decision.  Then  there  wal 
the  criminal  code.  All  agreed  that  some- 
tfiing  must  be  done  in  the  way  of  its  re- 
visioQ.  But  need  he  remind  the  House, 
that  when  that  great  and  good  man,  whose 
ksa  had  occasioned  so  &ep  a  feeling  of 
sorrow  throughout  the  country,  whose 
life  had  been  spent  in  the  active,  perhaps 
loo  acUve,  pursOits  of  philanthropy— 
when  sir  Samuel  Romilly— a  name  never 
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to  be  utterred  without  reverence  in  any 
corner  of  the  civilized  globe — when  he 
brought  forward  his  limited  measures  for 
the  amendment  of  that  code,  he  expe*^ 
rieoced  the  most  persevering  and  th  warUn^ 
opposition.    Most  of  the  members  of  his 
majesty's  government   absented     them-  * 
selves  on  the  discussion  of  his  lamented 
friend's  propositions.    A  few  gave  them 
a  lukewarm  support,  to  be  counteracted  ' 
the  next  day  by  another  detachment  with 
adverse  sentiments*    Another  instance  of  ' 
the  indecisive  conduct  of  ministers  was  to  ] 
be  found  in  the  Catholic  question.      A 
large  body  of  the  nation  entertained  a 
confident   hope  that  in  the  nineteenth  ^ 
century,  that  intolerant  spirit  by  which 
those  who  professed  a  religion  different  * 
from  that  of  the  estabUshea  Church  were  ' 
excluded  from  an  equal  participation  of 
civil  c^hts  Height  safely  and  nnally  be 
extinguished.    There  were  others,  on  the 
contrary,  who  conscientiouslyi  no  doubt, ' 
still  cherished! ^darm  at  such  a  proposiiion. 
AU,  however,  conceived  it  to  he  a  subject 
of  6i|ch  primary  iipportaoce,  as  to  demand' 
the  iqost  serious-  attention.     What  diit' 
government  4<>?.    They  pledged  them- 
selves to  be  neutral ;  which,  being  inter- ' 
pret^d,  mean^  they  pledged  themselves 
neither  to  discuss  tne  Gatoolic  claims  in ' 
council  among  themselves,  nor  to  give  the 
Prince  IWgent,  their  master,  any  advice 
with  respect  to  them,  nor  to  assist  parlia-' 
ment  in  its  deliberations  oi^  the  subject. 
What  could  be  expected  under  such  an 
administration,     but   mischief?       When 
hod  they  ever,  by  their  oieasures,  pre- 
sented the  Evince  Heffent  to  the  people  in 
ft  popular  light?    Was  it  in '  toe  unac- 
CQuntahl?  replies  which  had  recently  been 
m9de  to  certain  petitions,  in  wliich  replies 
it  was  most  strangely  intimated,^  that  it  * 
was  useless  and  nugatory  to  petition  lils' 
Royal  Highness  on  such  objects,  as  his 
Royal  Highness  had  delegated  to  one  o^ 
his  servants  the  discretion  of  exercising, 
according  to  his  own  opinion  and  feelings, 
the  best  prerogative  the  king  possessed^ 
that  of  mercy  ?    The  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  shook  his'head| 
but  he  challenged  him  to  disprove  the  fact. 
When  had  the  present  ministers  upheld 
the  true  dignity  of  the  crown?       Not 
surely  when  they  endeavoured  to  obtain 
from  parliament,  for  branches  of  the  royal 
family,  grants  which  parliament   indig- 
nantly threw  back  in  their  teeth,  after  a 
discussion    calculated    to    lower    those 
branches  of  the  royal  family  in  the  publia 
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esteem.    Such  ministers  could  not  refrainy 
on  the  appearance  of  a  partial  disorder  in 
the  country,  arising  (as  was  admitted  bv 
the  honourable  mover  of  the  Address) 
from  temporary  causes/ to  rush  to  the  last 
and  roost  dangerous  expedients,  complain- 
ing that  the  existing  laws  under  our  free 
constitution,  were  inadequate  to  the  re- 
pression of  disturbances  which  eventually, 
nowever,  they  proved  sufficient,  both  to 
repress  and  to  punish.    It  was  well  known 
that  the  power  and  authority  of  the  laws 
partly  consisted  in  the  respect  felt  for 
those  by  whom  they  were  administered. 
How  could  any  respect  attend  those  who, 
on  all  occasions,  shewed  that  they  had  no 
respect  for  one  another? — They  might 
continue  to  cry  "  wolf;"  they  might  re- 
sort to  violence  and  rigour;  they  might 
suspend  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
subject;  they  might  themselves   violate 
the  law  by  turning  libellers ;  they  might 
introduce  a  foreign  police  into  the  country; 
but  they  could  not  blind  the  public  eye, 
or  stifle  the  public  voice,  and  the  end  of 
all  would  be,  that  they  would  recruit  the 
ranks  of  their  enemies,  and  insure  their 
own  destruction,  after  they  had  by  their 
measures  thrown  odium  on  the  Prince 
they  served,  and  left  the  Crown  almost 
without  support.    The  honourable  mover 
of  the  Address,  therefore,  must  not  be 
astonished  if  he  found  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  House  could  not  see  in  his 
recipe  of  union  and  harmony  any  thing 
but  a  general  prostration  at  the  shrine  of 
ministers.    God  knew  the  course  which 
the  present  parliament  would  pursue  in 
their  deliberations  and  decisions !    That 
which  was  clearly  marked  out  for  them 
.  was,  neithef  to  truckle  to  power  on  the 
one  hand,  nor  to  yield  to  ciamour  on  the 
other,  but  steadily  to  follow  that  path 
which  in  their  conscience  they  believed 
to  be  prescribed  by  their  public  duty.  He 
would  not  trouble  the  House  with  any 
amendment,  and  must  apologise  for  having 
so  long  detained  them*    fHear,  hear!] 

Mr.  Sinclair  said:— The  subjects  re- 
commended to  our  attention  from  the 
throne,  have  already  been  discussed  by 
the  hon.  gentlemen  who  opened  the  de- 
bate, so  amply,  as  to  require,  and  so  ably, 
as  to  admit  of,  no  additional  comment  or 
illustration;  I  shall,  therefore,  content 
myself  with  briefly  stating  to  the  House 
my  reasons  for  supporting  the  Address ; 
in  which  I  should  have  silently  concurred, 
if  my  honourable  relation  had  not  clogged 
his  assent,  with  so  profuse  a  variety  of 


extraneous   animadversions.     I  entirely 
approve  of  the  Address,  because  I  think 
it  highly  creditable  to  the  candour  aod 
moderation  of  his  majesty's  ministers.    It 
does  not  call  dpon  us  to  pledge  ourselves 
to  the  unlinsited  support,  or  unconditional 
approbation  of  any  system,  and  it  leaves  , 
the  great  Questions,  connected  with  our 
foreign  ana  domestic  policy,  still  open  for 
future  deliberation.    If  we  consider  Us 
general  scope  and  tenour,  we  shall  find 
that  it  contains  such  sentiments,  and  is 
couched  in  such  language,  as  no  friend 
to  his  country  can  reasonably  object  to* 
We  shall  perceive  that  every  tppic  has 
been   studiously   avoided,    which  could 
elicit  any  material  di&renc^  of  opinion, 
or  exdte  any  angry  discussion.    It  ha&. 
evidently  been  the  wish,  and  the  object, 
of  those   who  framed  it,  to  enable  all 
parties,  on  the  first  d^.  of  our  first  sesaioo, , 
to  approach  the  throne,  with  an  unani-. 
mous  assurance  of  loyal  and  affectionate 
attachment.     My   honourable   relation, 
however,  has  not  thought  proper  to  follow 
this    laudable  example  of  forbearance. 
There  is  scarcely  a  single  measure,  either 
in  retrospect  or  in  contemplation,  upon 
which  he  has  not  attacked  with  severity 
the  past  conduct,  or  the  presumed  inten« 
tions,  of  his  majesty's  advisers.  I  am  only 
surprised,  that  he  has  not  embodied  his 
sentiments  into  the  form  of  an  amend- 
ment ;  more  especially  if  we  call  to  mind 
the  triumphant  anticipations  of  a  powerful 
accession  to  the  numerical  strength  of 
his  friends,  which,  ever  since  the  results 
of  the  late  elections  were  known,  or  even 
long  before  they  began,  have  been  loudly 
re-echoed  in  fevery  part  of  the  country. 
I  expected  that  the  honourable  gentle* 
men  opposite  would  have  brought  on, 
without  a  moment's   delay,    a  trial  of 
strength  between  the  two  great  parties, 
which  may  be  supposed  to  preponderate 
in  the  House,  and  would  feel  anxious,  in 
some  degree  to  ascertain,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, the  relative  proportion  of  their  re- 
spective adherents..  They  have,  however, 
postponed,  until  some  future  day,  the  in- 
tended grand  display  of  their  forces.    In 
the  mean  time,  my  honourable  relation 
has  descanted   upon   a   multiplicity  of 
topics,  so  important  in  their  nature,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  so  unconnected  with 
each  other,  that  to  attempt  a  circumstan« 
tial  reply  to  his  speech,  would  invcrfve  the 
House  in  a  labyrinth  of  questions,  which 
severally  deserve  and  require  a  solemn 
and  separate  investigation.    Far  be  it, 


sn 


at  the  Opening  of  the  Seaian* 


Jak.  21,  1819. 


[58 


howeTer,  from  me  to  expose  my  own  pre- 
sumptiooy  by  enterfog  toe  lists  of  debate 
with  one  whom  I  so  qiuch  respect*  I  am 
deeply  conscious  of  my  own  aeficiencies, 
and  pay  a  willing  homage  to  the  advan* 
tages  which  my  nonourable  relation  pos- 
sesses, from  the  splendour  of  bis  talents, 
the  variety  of  his  knowledge,  and  the 
extent  of  his  political  experience.  I  am 
also  far  from  being  decidedly  hostile  to 
all  the  opinions  which  he  has  enforced 
with  so  much  eloquence ;  I  am  as  little 
tied  down  to  oppose,  as  to  support  them ; 
and  should  thinic  very  meanly  of  my  own 
fairness  and  judgment,  if  I  did  not  always 
listen  to  his  arguments  with  deference,  as 
well  as  with  attention.  I  am  well  aware 
that  no  individual  is  more  obnoxious  to 
both  parties,  than  one  who  will  not  abso- 
lutely bind  himself  to  either ;  and  though 
a  promise  of  unbiassed  impartiality  is 
often  given  and  reauired  at  elections,  it 
is  seldom  steadily  aohered  to — but  I  trust 
that  there  are  some,  of  whom  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  profess  myself  one,  who  think 
^hat  they  neith^  forfeit  their  independ- 
ence, nor  lessen  their  respectability,  nor 
deviate  from  the  path  or  constitutional 
consistency,  by  keeping  aloof  from  a  com- 
plete subjugation  to  party  influence,  and 
by  presummg  to  judge  for  themselves. 
l5eputed  as  each  of  us  has  been,  to  dis- 
charge the  most  important  duties  which 
can  devolve  upon  a  British  subject,  we 
must  remember,  that  the  eyes  of  all  our 
constituents  are  rivetted  with  scrutinizing 
anxiety  upon  the  proceedings  of  their 
new  representatives.  On  this  point  all 
must  agree ;  but  if  we  proceed  to  define 
the  wishes,  which  the  people  are  supposed 
to  entertain,  our  statements,  will  be  dif- 
ferent indeed !  Whilst,  on  the  one  hand, 
we  shall  be  told,  that  the  nation  at  large 
expects  us  to  rally  round  the  ministers, 
and  whilst  on  the  other  we  have  been  as- 
sured by  my  honourable  relation,  that  the 
popular  voice  demands  loudly  their  re- 
moval, there  are  others  who  will  think 
that  they  are  sent,  neither  to  withhold 
entirely  their  confidence  from  govern- 
ment, nor  implicitly  to  sanction  their  pro- 
ceedings ;  sometimes  to  oppose  their  mea- 
sures, but  never  to  impeach  their  motives 
—to  combine  political  candour  with  con- 
stirotional  vigilance-^rather  predisposed 
to  approve  than  predetermined  to  con- 
demo:  resolved  to  favour,  but  not  to 
flatter ;  to  contreul,  but  not  to  embarrass. 
And  here  I  cannot  but  advert,  with  feel- 
ings of  deep  regret,  not  unminglcd  per- 


haps with  indignation,  to  the  tone  which 
has  lately  been  assumed,  with  respect  to 
our  future  conduct,  by  the'  writers  whose 
political  sentiments  are  generally  in  unison 
with  those  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  oppo- 
site. By  them  it  is  expressly  and  inde- 
fatigably  asserted;  not  only  that  to  expel 
the  present  cabinet  flrom  office  must  be 
the  sole  and  constant  object  of  all  who  ' 
wish  welf  to  their  country,  bat  tbat  every 
proposition  which  emanates  from  them, 
whether  good  or  bad  in  itself,  most  be 

Sertinaciously  found  fault  with,  and  in- 
fscriminately  opposed.  No  terms  are 
deemed  strong  enough  to  characterise 
the  ignorance  and  imbecility  of  the  exist* ' 
iog  administration;  their  supporters  are 
accused  of  being  swayed  by  everv  motive 
that  is  despicable  or  corrupt ;  and  the  well  * 
meaning,  out  not  very  clear-sighted  poK- ' 
ticians  (as  they  are  called),  who  occa- 
sionally presume,  in  the  exerdse  i>f  their 
own  me  judgments,  to  vote  with  the 
ministers  of  the  crown,  are  represented  as 
either  useless,  or  dangerous,  6r  Insincere ; 
their  aUeged  vadUation,  is  assailed  with 
keen  reproof,  or  their  weakneH  beeoioea 
the  theme  of  contemptuous  commiseratioD. 
Independent  members  of  the  new  par- 
liament are  strenuously  exhorted,  and  even 
confidently  expected,  to  bury  in  oblhrion 
every  difierence  of  opinion,  and  unani- 
mously to  inlist  under  the  standard  of  in- 
veterate and  unqualified  opposition.  Now, 
Sir,  in  what  Rgni  can  such  langu^e  be 
considered,  than  as  calling  upon  a  British 
House  of  Commons  to  exhaust  aH  Uieir 
ingenuity,  and  exercise  all  their  persever- 
ance, in  harassing  most  wantonly  the  ad- 
visers of  their  sovereign  f  Does  it  not 
invite  us  to  make  no  allowance  for  any 
difficulties  of  their  situation,  and,  instead 
of  judgine  their  very  errors  with  can- 
dour and  liberality,  to  overtook  their  past 
services,  to  disparage  their  best  measures, 
and  even  perhaps  to  witness  their  suc- 
cesses with  regret  i  Does  it  not  enjoin  us 
to  adopt  as  a  corollary  to  the  sound  con- 
stitutional maxim,  that  the  king  can  do 
no  wrong,  the,  I  trust,  far  more  ques- 
tionable proposition,  that  his  ministers 
can  do  nothing  right?  Does  it  not  tend 
to  cherish  among  the  lower  orders,  the 
most  malignant  feelings  Of  aversion  and 
contempt' towards  those  in  authority  over 
them?— feelings,  which,  in  some  quarters, 
are  almost  as  predominant  as  tney  are 
mischievous;  and  which  have  chiefly 
been  excited  and  nurtured  by  the  coerso 
and  scurrilous  Ubeli  with  which  the  press 
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i^  unremUtiDfilgr  4ii^ced;  and  especi-  _  Mr.  Macdonald  explained*  He 
a{ly  on  that  oa;)!^.  whicli  the  lavi^  both  of 
God  an4  man  have  p^ulkrly  9et  apart 
for  religipuameditation»  and  in  some  de- 
gfee,  for  curbiqg  thos^  very  evil  passions 
which  such  writers  are  Iwourjng  to  in- 
flame?  Such  ^rei  in  fny  opinion^  tbe^an- 
gerous  conseij^ences,  which  these  perni- 
gIoos  p^blf.ca^lon^are  intended  and  calcu-* 
lated  tOripfo^ttc'e..^  With  res^ectf  to  the 
uppopulfurUy  of  ministera^  which  mjr  ho- 
nourably relfitiofn  represents ;  to  be  so  ^e< 
neral|  jindl*  undyubte^j  states  so  with 
justice^  jj^as  ^c<as  regiirda  many  quarters^ 
IS  it  notr  d^ie^y  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
cjaincmir  ,ii(h^(;h,luu,been  rafsed  against  the 
Bttspensiop^.of  tb^ie  Habeas  Corpus?— a. 
measure -ivhichyihouglx  sanctioned  by  so 
many,  of  their  own.  friends^  was  made  use 
of,  during:  mojsf^'oi!  the  late  contests,  by 
the  hon^  g9iit|cvifn&  opposite,  as  ah  engine 
f^r  excitiogy^'  against  tbeic  ministerial 
compe^M^rsLi^  .the  fury  of  popular  re- 
s^otmenii  I,  4%unprillixig  at  Dresent  lo^ 
trespass  uaoA  the  tifne  of  the  House*  and' 
aball  conclude  byrFcpceting,  that,  though 
de^rousr'  to  w^fiiBort  miqistera  as  far  as  I 
coi>ffcientjpiifMyjC|kn,.  Ls^l  opposie  any. 
iQf ^ur|^  yrhiffy  fa^ip^,  tjo  militate  agaiast 
t^q  jipiri^  ^L^«l  €09f tU^tion,  or  foioe  at 
v/^i^iic^  If jjtbf^ff  intere^sof  the.country.; 
.  ilvmC^};^  6aid«  that  the  hon.  geiHlem^ 
q?po^^  (M^f  Maprf^nald)  hadjajludp^  tb; 
a  vaijety  of. topics,  on  which  he  mesbt  jnot 
now  to  dilate,,  as  t^ey  wo^d  propably* 
10  the  course  of  the  sessipn,  be  regularly, 
brought  under,  the  consideration  of  par- 
liament. But  one  observation  had  fallen 
from  lum«  which,  l^olding  the  aituation  he 
did,  he  could  notauffier  to  pass  unnoticed. 
The  l|on«  gei^tleman  had  assert^,  that  one 
of  his  majesty's  ministers  hadatated»  tliat 
the  Pripce  Regent  had  delegated  to  him  a 
discretionary  power,,  aa  to  the  extendmg 
or  withholding  the  prerogative  of  mercy, 
"the  fact  waa  merely  this :— A  certain  pe- 
tition was  sent,  through  the  noble  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  at  Brightoa;  and 
the  answer  sent  back,  in  this  particular 
case,  was,  **  he  might  act  in  the  matter 
in  the  mode  most  consonant  to  hb  feelings 
and  jttdgmeiU.''  It  was  only  in  that 
particular  case,  which  had  been  before 
well  considered  by  the  cabinet  ministers 
then  in  town— 'Which  had  been  investigated 
in  the  privy  council,  before  tlie  ^ince 
Regent-^and  on  which  advice  had  been 

Eiven  to  his  royal  highness,  which  advice 
e  had  been  pleased  to  adopt. 


that  having  seen  the  answer  to  the  peti- 
tion to  ivnich'  he  had  alluded,  he  had 
thought  it  his  indispensable  duty,  as  a 
member  of  parliament,  addressmg  the 
House  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  not 
to  let  such  an  infringement  of  the  first  and 
most  essentifd  ri^nt  of  the  subject  to 
pass  by  n^ithout  animadvensidn.    The  hon. 

gentleman,  the  under  secretary  of  state, 
ad  assertedj  that  the  petition  m  question 
was  sent  to  Brighton,  and  an  ansvrer  ob- 
tained.. When  the  hon.  gentleman  heard^ 
the  official  answer  which  had  been  made ' 
on  the-  subject,  he  would  allots  that  he. 
had  bieen  mistaken.  The  pedtion  was 
signed  bv  nine  very  respectable  inhabi- 
tants of  Liverpool,  iii  behalf  Of  a  man 
under  sentepjCe  of  death  for  titteriog  forged 
notes.  It  was  transmitted  tq  the.  right 
hon.  George  Canning,  the  .member  for 
Liverpool,  i>y  whom  it  was'  sent  to  the 
Secretary  of  St^tfi  for  the  Mtmie  Denart- 
mentJ  '  Witb  ibe  permissiab  of  the  Ifouse; 
he  woiildfead  the  diisWerwhitih  was  ibade 

by  th^  noblevbdounc— ^Mr.  Mscdonidd^ 
here  read  the  letter  of  lord '  Sidtnouth  to' 
Mr.  C|innlng,  of  t(rhich  An  authentic  copy 
will  be  founcli  'subjoined  *1.:    That  ivaa" 


•(Copy.) .  INciwwfcrf  PAr*,  t4IA  Dee. 
.     tdlS,  eigbi  &doek. 

Sir^-^Ivhave  this  moment  received,  ^a 
special/  raessengpr,  your  letter  of  this  aw^ 
noon,  eonl^ininf  the  petition  of  nine  bankers 
of  the, town  of  Liverpool  to  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  praying  for  a  respite  of  the 
three  unfortunate  men  who  are  condemned  to 
he  exjecutcd  to-morrow  morning  at  the  Old 
Bail^,  for  the  crime  of  uttering  forged  Bank- 
notes. 

A  similar  petition  from  another  <piarlar  haa 
been  transBiitted  to  his  Royal  Highness  by  ma 
sihce  hisRoy al  Highness  has  been  at  Bi  idbton : 
and  I  have  been,  honoured  by  his  Royal  High- 
ness*s  authority  to  act  in  this  matter  in  the 
mode  most  (;onsonant  to  my  own  feelings  and 
judgment.  It  would  therefore  be  unnecessary 
(even  if  time  permitted)  to  dispatch  the  pre- 
sent petition  to  Brighton ;  and  I  am  Sony  to 
inform  vou  that  I  cannot  peroeive  any.gromids 
upon  whtch«  I  can,  consistently  with  my  sense 
ot  public  dut^,  reoonuuend  the  present  con-« 
vkta  aa  fit  objects  of  the  ro val  mercy. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

(Si^ed)       SiDMouTH. 
lUght  Hon.  Geo.  Cannmg,  &c.  &c. 

(Cbpy)  Lendm^  Dee.  31, 18ia 

Sir; — I  lofllnotanMmicpt  in  transmitting  to 
the  secretsry  of  state  for  the  home  depart* 
ment  the  memorial  of  the  bankers  of  Liver- 
pool, in  behalf  o(  the  unfortunate  men  upon 
whom  the  sentence  of  the  law  was  to  be  eie* 
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tbe  charge  he  had  made,  namely,  that  the 
•ecretary  of  state  had  declared  to  the  pe« 
titioners  thac  it  was  unnecessary  to  for- 
ward their  petition  for  mercy  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  because  he  had  been  directed  by 
bis  rcwal  highoess  to  act  according  to  his 
own  ieeliogs  and  judgment. 

Mr.  Cannings  as  bis  name  was  impli- 
cated in  t&is  transaction,  wished  to  \ie 
indulged  with  a  few  words  upon  it,  trust- 
ing that  if  the  debate  on  the  main  ques- 
tion should  proceed,  he  would  not  be  pre- 
cluded from  subsequently  addressing  the 
House,  He  thought  the  hon.  gentlemaa 
who  had  just  spoken  was  completely  mis- 
taken as  Co  the  degree  of  discretion  vested 
in  the  noble  Secreury  of  State,  although 
he  allowed  that  the  letter  which  he  had 
just  read  appeared  to  be  an  accurate  copy 
of  that  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  received, 
and  which  he  would  have  brought  .to  the 
House  could  he  have  anticipated  the  intro-. 
duction  of  the  subject.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  transaction  were  these:— 
the  case  of  the  unfortunate  men  had,  by 
the  Recorder's  report,  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  his  Roval  Highnesf  in  full 
council  many  days  before.  Every  cir- 
cumstance,  as  well  as  the  various  peti-  [cover  hbthrpg  to' changcf  the  chafacter  of 


tions  and  representations  respecting  it, 
bad  been  most  anxiously  consioered;  find 
after  the  fullest  deliberation,  and  on  the 
advice  honestly^  though  with  great  pain,, 
given  by  every  counsellor  present,  the 
sentence  of  the  kw  was  directed  to  take 
its  coerse*  In-the  interval  betlveen  thai 
dtij  and  the  day  of  execution,  many  peti» 
tions  were  presented  in  (lehalf  of  the  par- 


ticular  individual  in  question.  S(mie*of 
tht^m-^at  letist  he  #as  sUre  one  had  bdbn 
forwarded  tp  the  l^rince  Regent,  as  a 
matter  of  dccoriim.  '  The  House  was 
surely  not  to  learn  that  bright  as  was 
that  jewel  in  the  fciyal  Crown,  the  power 
of  extending  mercy*  in  cases  in  which  the 
propriety  oi  extending  mefcy  oi*  not,  was 
to  be  considered,  the  CroWn  acted  as  in 
other. casps  on  the  'advice  of  its  respon- 
sible kdvisers.  *!f hid  case  had  bieeti'so 
considered;  th6  advice  had  'b^en  given ; 
the  decision  had  been  taken  ^nd  recorded. 
The  discretion  given, to  the  s^cfetary'of 
state  was  not  of  himself  to  condemn  or 
pardon  the  prisoner,^  but  only  to  deter- 
mine whether  in  the  interval  after  his 
condemnation,  any  new  circumstances 
transpired  which  might  render  a  solemn 
.reconsideration  of  his  tase  ne'cessary.  kle 
had  then  the  power,  not  of  pardoning, 
bu^  only  of,  respiting.  ^*he  voice  of  ihe 
secretary  of  state  in  the  original  decision 
on  the  ^ase  was  merely  the  voice  of  a 
single  counsellor  among  many:  and  Ihe 
crime  imputed  to 'his  noble  ^  fitend  i||ow 
was,  that  on  the  eve  of  the  execution  of 
the  sentence,  tie  had  Ijieen  able  to  IjdB' 


cuted  this  morning.  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of 
lord  Sidmauth*8  answer  t6  my  Jeltet,  I  am 
grieved  that  the  chcumstances  oFthe  c^  Were 
siich  as  to  predud^  tompltafice  with-ibe  praytfr 
of  your  memorial. 

I  have  the  hoooor  lobe.  Sir,  kt. 
Jon.  Moss,  esq.  Osoaoa  Cahhixo. 


•P.  S.— I  ou^t,  perhaps,  Vo.mentfon  to  you, 
thai  your  padkt^  b^  some  aoddent.  did  not 
eome  to  m  bands  ull  near  four  o'dlock  yes- 
tenb}'.    The  memorial  was  then  dispatched 

byaspeciidniea0cofliertoRiehiaond;  tbedor,     , 

lay  (as  loidSidmootn*a tetter  shows)  wasof  no  |  scienceu  j  Aa  a  member  of  parliament,  be 

consequenoe,  though  it  was  Ke^  distressing.  J  had  considered  it  his  duty  to  transmit  the 


the  case,'  and  Tiad  therefore  decUned 
eranting  arrespit&tp  excite  hoi^es  which 
He  knew  must  be  frustrated,  .when  the 
subject  came  to  undergo  a  neV  inqu^yry. 
Now,  in  (he  course  so  pursue^  .  by  .the 
noble  secretary  of  state,  ne  couTd>hot,see 
that  he  bad  exercised  abjr  power  .wl^ich 
the  constitution  diid'  pot  giye  him  as  to 
.appear*  guilty  of  ^hy  disrespect  towi^rds 
toe  Crown,  or  pf  any  hardness'  6T  h^isirt, 
or  oo^uraqy  9f  feeling  towards  the  un« 
happy  man  who  had  been  executed.  To 
himself,  as  the  member,  fqr^  Xive'iipool,  a 

Stition  in  favour  of  ihe  offehder  had 
en  forwarded  from  that  to,iri^  .  He  nad 
en  of  the  council  vhich  decfded  for 
the  execution  of  the  sentence.  He  ^ad 
given  his  voice  against  the  man.  It-was 
a  most  painful '  task  to  perform,  God 
koeir;  li^ut,  however  painful,  a  man  must 
discharge  hb  duty,  according  to  his  900- 


that  in  this  instance  it  should  have  occurred. 
But  I  earnestly  advise  you.  In 'toy*  case  re- 
quiring immediate  dispatch,  in  which  you  tnay 
wish  to  employ  the  intervention  of  my  service 
with  any  of  the  departments  of  state,  to  ad- 
9r«ss  the  ori^nal  memorial  to  the  department 

itself,  apprismg  nte  by  the  same  post  tbat  you 
have  done  so,  and  Annishiog  jm  withacopy: 
efthe|>aper.  G.  C, 


petition^  v^en  received  from  Liverpool, 
'to  the  .noble  secretary  of  state,  B9  if  he 
hadbeei^whollyignohmiofthe  merits  of  the 
case.  Uiifortunately  it  ha^  happened  that 
that  morning,  occupied  by  buniness  (not 
of  his  own,  but  of  tne  public),  lie  had  not 
turned  to  die  let^rs  of  the  day  so  soon  at 
be  qsudly  did,  and  in  consequends  of 
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this,  be  bad  unknowioely  detained  die 
petiUon  some  bours.  He  tbought  it  fair 
to  state  this,  that  it  might  be  known  that 
through  htm  it  was  for  a  few  hours  kept 
from  the  noble  secretary  of  state.  He 
was  in  the  habit  of  requesting  his  consti- 
tuents, in  cases  where  their  applications 
must,  if  at  all,  be  attended  to  immedi- 
ately»  to  send  a  copy  of  what  they  might 
"  have  to  transmit  to  him,  and  the  original 
to  the  department  to  which  they  desired 
to  have  it  forwarded.  Unluckily,  on  this 
occasion,  doubtless  from  a  wish  to  save 
delay,  no  copy  was  forwarded  but  that 
sent  to  him,  and  this  arriving  on  a  day 
when  letters  usually  came  fate,  on  a 
Monday— and  on  a  morning  when,  from 
circumstances  which  had  been  already 
explained,  he  had  not  been  induced  to 
turn  to  the  letters  of  the  day  with  his 
usual  eagerness,  had  caused  altogether  a 
delay  of  some  hours,  for  which  he  was 
anxious  that  no  one  should  be  held  re- 
sponsible but  himself.  He  hoped  he 
might  be  excused  for  defending  the  noble 
secretary  of  state  from  a  charge  which 
would  go  to  the  heart  of  any  man,  and 
which  whatever  opinion  might  be  abroad 
to  the  contrary,  he  was  sure  would  most 
deeply  affect  the  noble  lord  against  whom 
it  had  been  urged. 

Sir  Henry  Pamdl  wished  to  know  from 
some  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Crown, 
why,  upon  this  occasion  of  caUing  the  at- 
tention of  parliament  by  th^  Speech  from 
the  Throne,  to  all  the  leading  questions  of 
our  external  and  domestic  jpolicy,  the 
situation  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  had 
been,  as  usual,  wholly  omitted?  If  mi* 
nisters  would  but  take  half  the  pains  in 
establishing  an  intimate  union  with  so 
many  millions  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  as 
they  did  to  contract  alliances  with  the 
crowned  heads  of  Europe,  they  would  do 
a  much  greater  public  good,  and  obtain 
much  more  real  strensth  and  security  for 
the  safety  and  tranquillity  of  the  country. 
It  was  to  no  purpose  to  treat  the  Catholic 
question  as  one  of  no  importance ;  it  had 
been  for  the  last  eighteen  years  by  fsx  the 
most  important  one,  and  it  would  so  con* 
tinue  to  be,  that  had  come  before  parlia- 
ment. Mr.  Pitt,  by  his  negotiations  with 
the  Catholics,  at  the  time  of  the  Union, 
and  by  his  retiring  from  office  immediately 
after  it,  had  first  introduced  it  before  a 
British  House  of  Commons,  and  since  that 
time  it  had  led  to  the  breaking  up  of  two 
administrations  and  the  dissolution  of  one 
parliament,  and  been  connected  with  the 


arrangement  of  every  successive  aditiinis- 
tration.    No  one  could  deny  that  the  Ca- 
tholics had  just  cause  to  complain  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  engagements  which 
were  made  to  them  at  the  time  of  the 
Union  had  been  violated,  and  also  of  the 
various  pretexts  by  which  the  settlement 
of  their  question  had  been  avoided.    One 
excuse  giving  way,  as  it  was  in  its  turn 
exposed,  to  some  other,  until  there  now 
remained  no  osteiisible  grounds  on  which 
further  opposition  could  be  supported. 
When  it  was  remembered,  that  no  less 
than  seven  of  the  cabinet  ministers  not 
only  codsidered  the  concession  of  the  Ca- 
tholic claims  to  be  wise  and  expedient,  but 
went  so  far  as  to  take  every  opportunity 
of  informing  the  country  by  their  speeches 
in  this  House,  that  in  their  opinion,  with- 
out the  settlement  of  this  question,  none 
of  the  many  evils  which  belonged  to  the 
state  of  government  and  society  in  Ireland 
could  be  remedied,  it  must  appear  some- 
what extraordinary  in  the  eyes  of  the  pub- 
lic to  see  these  seven  ministers  sitting  in 
the  same  cabinet  with  those  who  went  Just 
as  far  on  the  opposite  side,  and  maintained 
that  concession  to  the  Catholics  wonld 
be  followed  by  the  subversion  of  the  con- 
stitution.   It  was  in  vain  that  an  attempt 
was  made  by  these  ministers  to  establish 
a  distinction  between  their  obligations  aa 
members  of  parliament,  and  as  members 
of  the  government,  for  every  well-regu- 
lated mind  must  condemn  ft  as  contrary 
to  evaiT  principle  of  political  consistency 
and  political  honesty.  To  adopt  the  course 
that  these  occasional  friends  of  the  ques- 
tion pursued,  was  to  leave  the  question  t» 
Ume  and  chance  to  work  some,  at  present 
not  foreseen,  circumstances,  to  secure  ita 
final  settlement.    But  this  was  a  question, 
which,  of  all  others,  ought  not  to  be  lefV 
to  time  and  chance;  for  the  exdosioa  of 
miUions  of  his  majesty's  subjects  from 
their  constitutional  riffhts  ought  to  be 
justified  by  some  sound  and  visible  prin- 
ciple of  public  policj[,  or  it  became^  an 
act  of  flagrant  injustice  and  the  height 
of  oppression  to  continue  it*    Yet,  without 
setting  forth  any  sach  prmciple,  whea 
ministers,  as  individuals,  excited  the  hope* 
and  expectations  of  the  Catholics,  and  io 
the  council  of  the  regent  banished  the 
question  from  their  consideration,  how 
could  any  man  place  a  rational  confidence 
in  such  a  government?    It  was  to  be 
hoped  that  an  end  would  soon  be  put  to 
this  system  of  things.  The  petitioos  which 
were  now  coming  from  the  whole  body  of 
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Ik*  C!ailioiiei»Miembled  in  their  respecflVe 
pariahety  wodd  prodace  a  greater  impres* 
iioo  than  the  plan  of  petitioning  hereto* 
lore  acted  upon.  And  as  these  petitions 
would  atate  in  respectful  and  moderate, 
but  10  the  strong  terms  of  plain  truth, 
grievances  which  had  a  real  existence, 
thejr  would  shew  the  absolute  necessity 
of  affording  relief*  As  he  wished  to  say 
nothing  to  provoke  at  this  period  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  great  question,  he  should 
content  himself  for  the  present  m  entering 
a  protest,  in  the  name  of  a  ^reat  part  of 
his  constituents,  against  this  practice, 
which  was  uniformly  pursued  by  gcorem- 
ment»  of  passing  over,  without  anv  notice, 
the  severe  disabilities  under  which  the 
Catholics  laboured.  They  were  not  in 
the  situation  of  many  that  come  before 
this  House  with  strong  cases  of  hardship, 
consisting  of  few  in  numbers,  and  forming 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  public,  but  it 
might  be  said,  dmost  with  perfect  truth, 
that  they  were  a  whole  people,  apd  as 
ouch  they  deserved  some  consideration 
from  those  who  composed  the  government 
of  the  coontiy. 

Mr.  Tiarney  said,  it  was  not  his  inten* 
tion  to  oppose  the  motion,  or  to  detain 
the  House  with .  any  observations  of  his 
own,  after  the  very  able  speech  which 
bad  been  delivered  by  his  boo.  friend 
behind  him.  His  object  in  now  rising, 
was  merelv  to  observe,  that  he  wished  it 
to  be  unoerstood  that  by  consenting  to 
the  Address  he  did  not  bar  himself  from 
all  possibility  of  entering,  at  a  future 
period,  on  the  subjects  alluded  to  m  it. 
There  were  several  dungs  in  the  Speech-*- 
and  in  the  latter  psirt  of  it,  more  particu- 
larly, doctrinea  were  laid  down  wnich  he 
could  only  assent  to  with  considerable 
modifications,-— 4ie  meant  what  was  said 
resfjecting  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
While  that  blot  on  our  credit,  the  Bank 

Kper,  continued  on  its  present  footing, 
could  not  consider  the  country  in  a 
aound  state.  It  might  be  perhaps  rather 
irregular,  but  he  wished  to  take  as  early 
an  opportunity  as  possible  of  giving  no- 
ticei  that  on  Tuesday  the  2d  of  February, 
it  was  his  intention  to  move  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  atate  of  Public  Credit,  and  particu- 
larly with  reference  to  the  Bank  Paper 
system* 

The  Address  was  then  agreed  tO|  item. 
eon. 
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Friday^  January  22. 

Harrowgate  Roads  Pbtitiom.} 
Mr.  Lamont  in  rising  to  present  a  peti- 
tion, said,  that  it  was  with  considerable 
diffidence  he  put  himself  forward  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  who  was  then,  for 
the  first  time,  trusting  his  virgin  bark; 
which  was  scarcely  sea-worthy,  •  to  the 
tempestuous  ocean  of  political  discussion^ 
roust  naturally  feel  great  timidity  at  the 
hazard  of  the  trial.  But  still  the  import- 
ance of  the  trust  which  was  confided  to 
his  hands,  and  the  convietion  that  he  was 
bound  to  use  his  best  efforts  to  discharge 
it  faithfully,  gave  him  confidence;  and, 
therefore,  he  unhesitatingly  embraced 
the  opportunity  of  taking  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  tlie  petition — the  first  which 
was  presented  to  this  parliament-— which 
he  held  in  his  hand.  **  Nay,''  continaed 
Mr.  Lawson,  "  start  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  at 
the  sight  of  parchment,  nor  imagine,  from 
what  I  am  now  about  to  present,  that  you 
are  about  to  have  such  an  accumulation  of 
petitions  as  daily  poured  in  upon  and 
covesed  your  table  m  the  last  parliament. 
This  is  a  petition  for  true  and  radical 
reform — a  reform,  not.  Sir,  of  the  House 
over  which  you  so  honourably  preside-— 
but,  of  a  Yorkshire  turnpike-read  [A 
laugh]*  The  petitioners,  it  is  true,  have, 
like  other  reformers,  gone  upon  a  levelling 
system ;  but  upon  other  grounds ;  thev 
wish  that  the  trustees,  who  form  as  well 
the  representative  as  die  executive  power, 
may  have  an  extension  of  their  authority. 
Their  prayer,  however,  was  not  for  eco- 
nomy and  retrenchment— they  sought  not 
to  have  their  burthens  lightened — no; 
but,  anxious  for  the  public  good, .  they 
wished  to  have  their  burthens  increased. 
Mr.  Lawson  went  on  to  show,  that  though 
this  in  name  might  be  considered  a  private 
matter,  yet,  from  its  importance,  it  ought 
to  be  considered  as  a  public  question.  It 
prayed  for  a  bill  to  improve  the  line  of 
road  leading  to  Harrowgate — the  metro- 
polis of  a  northern  county;  and  to  increase 
the  toll  to  defray  the  expense  to  be  in* 
curred.  The  fashionable  and  gay  place 
of  resort  to  which  this  road  led,  rendered 
its  improvement  a  matter  of  public  interest. 
The  Speaker  himself  could  attest  the  im- 
portance of  the  place,  having  visited  it. 
He  also  could  give  his  testimony  to  the 
necessity  of  having  the  prajrer  of  th^ 
petition  complied  with ;  and  it  must  be 
evident  to  all,  that  it  was  of  advantage  to 
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the  public,  that  there  should  be  such  a 
road  leading  to  this  place  of  resort  for 
fashion  as  well  as  for  health,  as  mi^ht 
prereut  the  delicate  nerves  of  its  visiters 
from  being  too  much  shaken  in  their  pas- 
sage to  and  from  it. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  a  com- 
niittee. 

War  in  India.]]  Mr.  Canning  said, 
he  rose  to  give  notice,  that  on  an  early 
jdoy  he  should  submit  a  motion  of  thanlcs 
to  the  marquis  of  Hastings  and  the  officers 
and  men  composing  the  army  in  India, 
for  their  great  and  persevering  bravery  in 
conducting  the  late  war.  He  gave  this 
early  notice^  that  there  might  appear  no 
delay  on  the  part  of  the  House  in  testi- 
fViog  their  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  noble  marquis,  and  the  bravery  of 
those  who  acted  under  hini.  At  the  same 
time,  he  should  not  fix  the  day,  till  after 
the  papers  relative  to  the  whole  of  the 
business  were  before  the  House.  He  did 
not  wish,  however,  that  his  motion  should 
be  in  any  way  a  political  one;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  much  better  that  the 
House  should  be  put  in  possession  of  all 
the  necessary  documents  connected  with 
the  war,  before  his  motion  came  on. 

Corn  Laws—- Rutland  Pbtition.] 
Sir  Gerard  Noel  presented  a  petition 
from  the  landholders  of  the  county  of 
Butland,  setting  forth,  that  this  country 
possessed,  withitt  itseff,  sufficient  means 
of  producing  an  abundant  supply  of  corn 
of  every  description,  for  all  its  inhabitants^ 
without  haviogrecourse  to  the  aid  of  other 
countries.  They  prayed  that  a  select 
committee  might  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  this  matter;  that  they  might  be 
allowed  to  give  evidence  before  such 
committee ;  and  in  case  only  of  their  being 
bble  Sfttisfactorilj  to  establish  the  pre- 
mises, that  such  protection  might  be 
afforded  to  them  as  was  enjoyed  by  the 
manufacturers,  merchants,  and  traders, 
bjr  the  navigation  act.  The  hon.  baronet 
said,  thatmough  be  presented  it  at  the 
request  of  the  parties,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  go  further  in  its  support.-^>-Oftiered  to 
lie  on  the  table.    Shortly  after, 

Mr.  Calcrqft  observed,  that  a  very  im- 
portant petition  had  been  presented  by 
one  of  the  members  for  Rutland.  .  It 
purported  to  come  from  a  certain  number 
of  persons  belonging  to  the  elass  of 
agriculturists^  as  they  were  generally 
called ;  and  its  prayer  wa«i  to  be  alloired 
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to  prove  their  case  before  a  cooniittde  of 
the  House.  Their  object  was,  to  obtaio 
an  increase  in  the  importation  price  of 
com.  With  the  sentiments  which  he  had 
always  entertained,  and  still  continued  to 
entertain,  on  this  subject,  he  had  looked 
upon  the  attempt  which  appeared  to  be  is 
contemplation  with  equal  concern  and 
alarm.  As  he  now  saw  the  vice-president 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  b»  place,  he 
thought  it  right  to  take  that  early  oppor* 
tunity  of  requesting  to  know  the  opinioa 
of  government,  with  regard  to  any  furthev 
change  in  the  com  laws,  and  sincerely 
trusted  that  it  was  not  favourable  to  any 
measure  of  such  a  descriptiou. 

Mr.  Robinson  thought  it  was  almost 
necessary  for  him  to  apologise  for  not 
having,  when  the  petition  alluded  to  was 
presented,  expressed  his  sentiments  as 
once  on  this  serious  and  most  importaac 
question.  As  he  had  inadvertently  lost 
that  opportunity,  be  was  obliged  to  the 
hon.  gentleman  for  affoeding  hmn  the 
present,  of  making^what  appeared  to 
nim  to  be  of  the  utm.ost  moment  to  oiake 
^-a  distinct  avowal  of  the  view  in  whicb 
the  subject  was  considered  by  his  majes- 
ty's ministers.  They  were  decidedly  of 
opinion,  not  only  that  it  would  be  linad^ 
visable  to  agitate  such  a  question,  but  ia 
case  of  any  substantive  proposition  being 
brought  forward,  would  meet  it  with  theur 
most  determined  resistance  [Hear,faear43 
They  looked  upon  the  last  measura  aa 
one  of  sound  legislative  policy,  and  thai 
it  had  produced  all  the  benefits  wjiieb 
were  expected  to  be  derived  from  it  to 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country. 
But  they  would  consider  it  to  be  the 
height  of  imprudettoe,  amounting  ahsioal 
to  insanity,  to  introduce  any  new  raeas«r»; 
or  to  revive  discussions  which  could  baae 
no  other  efiect  than  that  of  exciting  dif- 
ferences and  animosities  from  one  end  of 
the  kingdom  to  the  othee. 

Mr.  Af.  A.  Tayhr  strongly  condemned 
the  attempt  which  was  •  now  carrying  ott 
to  force  this  question  again  on  the  alten^ 
tion  of  parliament.  He  always  had  used^ 
and  he  should  continue  to  use,  his  utmeet 
endeavours  to  defeat  every  scheme  for 
tampering  with  the  com  trade. 

Sir  if.  Parneilt  from  the  share  whicli 
be  had  taken  in  former  discussions  on  thia 
subject,  in  support  of  the  Com  Bill,  wna 
^laa  to  take  that  opportunity  of  express* 
mg  his  disapprobation  of  the  attempla 
wmch  had  oeen  lately  made  to  disturb 
the  public  mind.    He  perfectly  agreed  in 
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aH  diaf  the  Nghl  horn  gendemnn  had  said* 
He  eoxM  not  tee  what  had  occurred  to 
TCoder  it  iiecei«nT  to  bring  the  quettion 
uein  before  parliament.  The  meaaare 
adopted  had  been  beneficial  every  way ;  it 
had  benefited  the  agricaitural  interest, 
without  injuring  any  other  class  of  the 
oomintiiiity* 

Mr«  lAmg  WMedey  concurred  with  the 
hen.  baronet  in  thinking,  that  the  late  act 
had  produced  all  the  benefit  to  agriculture 
dMt  oeald  have  been  expected,  of  was 
desirable.  He  had  heard  with  mnch 
satisfaecfon,  the  declaration  of  the  same 
aeotinents  on  the  part  of  government. 

Another  member  was  now  about  to  offer 
some  remarks,  when 

The  Speaker  suggested,  that  as  a  very 
important  question  had  been  asked,  and 
an  ezplieit  answer  given,  it  would  be  in- 
convenient and  contrary  to  the  practice 
of  the  House,  to  prolone  a  conversation 
which  was  not  addressed  to  any  question 
BOW  before  it* 

PniVA^rx  B1LL8.3  The  standing  order 
of  the  18th  June,  1811,  «  That  all  Peti- 
tiona  for  Private  B9b  be  presented  within 
Iborteen  days  after  die  first  Friday  in 
tbe  next  and  every  future  session  of  par- 
liament," being  read  it  was  resolved, 
1.  "  That  this  House  will  not  receive  any 
petition  for  private  bills,  after  the  5th  of 
February.  S.  That  no  private  bill  be 
read  the  first  time  after  the  15th  of 
March.  8.  That  this  House  will  not 
veoeive  any  report  of  such  private  bill, 
after  the  lOrh  of  May." 

PlTBLIC    BUSIKESS — OrDERS    OF   THE 

Day,  AMD  M0T10K8.]  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  moved,  *'  That,  in  this 
j^resent  session  of  parliament,  1^  Orders 
of  llie  Day,  set  down  in  the  Order  Book 
lor  MondajTS  and  Fridays,  shall  be  dfs* 
poeed  of  before  the  House  will  proceed 
upon  any  Motions  of  which  Notices  shall 
hie  entei^  in  the  Order  Book.'' 

Mr.  Cakraft  observed,  that  this  ar- 
rangement ought  to  be  understood  with 
ffefi^rence  to  the  necessity  of  the  case; 
When  It  was  first  made,  it  was  done  for 
tbe  accommodation  of  both  sides  of  the 
House ;  and  he  did  not  see  why  the  right 
af  bringing  on  an  important  motion  should 
be  given  up  in  every  instance. 

^  Mr.  Bennet  waa  against  the  principle  of 
giving  precedence  to  orders  on  every  oc- 
caaiOD,  and  said  be  should  exercise  his 
rightf  of  bringhig  forward  a  motion  00 


diose  daya  whenever  he  thought  it  ae- 
cessary. 

Mr.  Robimou  said,  that  on  all  occasions, 
when  the  necessity  of  the  case  reqtiired 
it,  motions  might  have  the  precedence. 
Undoubtedly,  the  hon.  member  possessed 
the  ri|;ht  he  mentioned,  and  would  ex* 
ercise  it  at  his  own  discretion. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to* 

Election  Petitions.]  Several  pet^^ 
tions  complaining  of  undue  electioila 
and  returns,  being  ofibrqd  to  be  pre- 
sented, it  was  resolved,  **  that  wnen* 
ever  several  petitions,-  complainmg  of 
undue  elections  or  returns  of  members  to 
serve  in  parliament,  shall  at  the  same 
time  be  ofiered  to  be  presented,  Mr. 
Speaker  shall  direct  such  petitions  to  be 
an  of  tiiem  delivered  at  the  table;  where 
they  shall  be  classed,  and  read  in  the 
following  order:  viz.  Such  petitions  aa 
complain  that  no  return  has  been  made  of 
a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, in  the  first  dass.  Such  as  comphJn 
of  double  returns,  in  tbe  second  class* 
Such  as  complain  of  the  electbn  or  return 
of  members  returned  to  serve  for  two  or 
more  places,  in  the  third  dass.  Such  aa* 
complain  of  returns  only,  in  the  fourth 
class.  And  the  residue  of  the  said  peti- 
tions, in  the  fifth  ckiss.— And  the  names 
of  the  places  to  which  such  petitions 
(contained  in  the  first  class,  if  more  than 
one)  shall  relate,  shall,  in  the  first  place, 
'  be  written  on  Beveral  pieces  of  paper  of 
an  equal  size ;  and  the  same  pieces  of 
paper  shall  be  then  rolled  up,  and  put  by 
the  clerk  into  a  box  or  glass,  and  then 
publicly  drawn  by  the  clerk ;  and  the  said 
petitions  shall  be  read  in  the  order  in 
which  the  said  names  shall  be  drawn ;  and 
then  the  like  method  shall  be  observed 
with  respect  to  the  several  petitions  con- 
tained in  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth  classes,  respectively.'* 

Then  several  petitions  were  delivered 
in  at  the  table  accordingly;  and  the  names 
of  the  places  to  which  the  said  petitiona 
related  were  put  into  the  slasa  at  the 
table,  and  drawn  by  the  d^rk  in  the 
fallowing  order;  1.  Fowey-^etition  of 
Alexander  Glynn  Campbell,  eso. ;  also,  a 
petition  of  Richard  Cotton  Mould,  and 
other  electors ;  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion on  the  9th  of  February.^S.  Cork 
County— -petition  of  John  Boyle,  esq.; 
also,  a  petition  of  Richard  Ronayne,  and 
other  electors ;  also,  a  petition  of  Ema- 
I  nuel  HutcUns,  a  freeholder;  to  be  taken 
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uit9  coQsideration  on  the  23rd  pf  Fe- 
bruary.— 3.  Leitrim  County — ^petition  *bf 
John  Marcus  Clements,  esq. ;  also,  a  peti- 
tion of  Henry  John  Clements,  a  tree- 
l^older ;  also,  $  petition  of  the  rev.  John 
iieahy,  a  freeholder;  to  be  taken  into 
CQusideration  on  the  23rd  of  February. — 
4.  Cork  City— petition  of  Mountifort 
Xiongfieldy  esq. ;  also,  a  petition  of 
Edward  Roche  and  others,  freemen  and 
electors ;  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  25th  of  February-^Camelford— 
petition  of  John  Stewart,  esq.  and  others; 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  the  9th 
of  February.  <— 6.  Leominster rr- petition 
of  electors ;  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion on  the  11th  of  February.— 7«  Ever- 
sjiam — petition  of  Sir  Charles  Cockerell, 
bart. ;  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on 
the  11th  of  February. — 8.  Limerick 
City — ^petition  of  Thomas  Spring  Rice, 
^sq.,  tp  be  taken  into  consideration  on 
the  25th  of  February. — ^9.  Progheda — 
petition  of  James  Gernon  and  others  ;  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  on  the  2nd  of 
March.— 10.  Penryn — petition  of  John 
Lavicount  Anderdon,  esq.,  and  others; 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  the  16th 
of  February. — 11.  Wootton  Bassett — 
petition  of  John  Wra^  and  Horace  Twiss, 
esqrs. ;  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on 
the  16th  of  February. — 12.  Inyerkeithing, 
&c, — petition  of  the  hon.  Francis  Ward 
Primrose ;  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  18th  of  February.— 13.  Chester 
City — petition  of  Sir  John  Grey  Egerton, 
I^art.,  and  John  Williams,  esq. ;  also,  a  petir 
tion  of  John  Lowe  and  other  voters ;  to  be 
t^en  into  consideration  on  February  18. 

State  of  Prisons-:* Abuses  in  Pvb- 
i^ic  Charities.]  Mr.  Canning  rose  to 
give  two  notices  on  behalf  of  lord  Castle- 
reagh.  During  the  last  session  certain 
{wpers  relative  to  the  state  of  the  i^arious 
prisons  throughout  the  kingdom  had  been 
inoved  for  in  another  place.  It  was  now 
intended  that  the  same  papers  should  be 
Ifiid  before  this  House.  His  noble  friend 
intended  then  to  move  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  and 
discipline  of  the  various  prisons*  The 
ojther  notice  referred  to  a  commission 
which  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into 
abuses  in  public  charities.  When  the  first 
report  of  that  commission  should  be  pre- 
sented, it  was  the  intention  of  his  noble 
friend  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
granting  certain  extensions  lo  tne  powers 
and  objects  of  that  couimissivn. 


Ihport  retpedui^  iht 
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I  Bank  RssTRicTion.]  VLf^  Hnrt  Dtnk 
commenced  a  question,  which  he  put  to 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  by  say- 
ing»  that  a  large  body  of  mercbantSf 
bankers,  and  manufaeturers  of  the  dty  of 
Bmstol,  had  directed  him  to  express  their 
sense  of  the  distressing  effects  which 
would  follow  the  too  early  resumptioa  of 
cash  payments ;  and  they  had  requested 
him  to  endeavour  to  learn  what  were  ths 
intentions  of  his  majesty's  ministers  in  re* 
lation  to  this  momentous  question.  Ha 
had  applied  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
whQ  had  suggested  to  him  the  propriety 
of  asking  for  information,  as  to  the  views 
and  intentions  of  government  with  respect 
to  this  subject,  in  the  House.  He  there* 
fore  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of  asking 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  -whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  his  majesty's  ministers  to 
recommend  a  continuance  pf  the  restric- 
tion on  payments  in  cash  ?  Now  that  he 
was  on  his  legs,  he  would  put  another 
question  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exche<p 
quer,  which  was  highly  interesting*  The 
right  hon.gentleman  had  said,  in  the  courso 
of  the  last  session,  in  reply  to  a  Question 
put  to  him,  that  he  saw  no  probaoiiity  of 
being  obliged  to  resort,  during  the  present 
year,  either  to  funding  or  raising  money 
by  loan.  Was  he  of  the  same  opinioii 
still  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  Excheqtter  ob^ 
served,  that  he  considered  it  his  duty  to 
give  an  explicit  answer  to  the  first  qoes* 
tion  put  to  him  by  the  hon.  gentleman* 
It  had  been  his  intention  to  bring  forward 
a  measure  for  the  purpose  of  continuing 
the  Restriction  act,  in  the  course  of  th6 
ensuing  week.  A  right  hon.  gentleman 
had|  however,  given  notice  of  amotson  oo 
the  state  of  public  credit,  as  connected 
with  the  circulation  of  Bank  paper,  for  • 
subsequent  day ;  and  it  would,  thereibre* 
be  more  convenient  to  defer  his  own  pro* 
position  till  after  the  discussion  of  that 
motion.  With  respect  to  the  second 
question  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  the  House 
must  feel  that  his  majesty's  ministers 
should  be  free  to  choose  the  most  benefit 
cial  mode  of  raising  the  supply  for  the 
year*  He  certainly  did  not  at  present 
foresee  that  there  would  exist  a  necessity 
for  any  additional  funding ;  but  it  would 
at  the  same  time  be  unadvisable  to  fetter  n 
discretion  which  circumstances  might 
render  it  advantageous  to  exercise. 

Report    of    the     Commissiokxrs 

RESPECXXVG  JilE  ^f>DE  OF  rBftVIXTtllQ 
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THB  PoROSRTOF  Bauk  Nofss.3  The 
ehancdlor  of  the  exchequer  presemedy  by 
eommand  of  the  Prince  Ilegent,  the 
fpUowing 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  inquiring  into  the  mode 
of  preventing  the  Forgery  of  Bank 

NOTKS. 

To  his  Royal  Highness  George  Prince  of 
Walesy  Regent  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  contained  in 
his  majesty's  commission,  we  proceeded,  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  July  last,  to 
consider  the  important  subiect  referred  to  us. 

Our  attention  was  first  directed  to  the  pro- 
posals for  improvement  in  the  form  of  the 
|M»tes  issoad  ey  the  Bank  of  England ;  and 
it  being  known  that  many  plans  had  been 
submitted  to  tltat  body  which  they  had  not 
thought  it  expedient  to  adopt,  we  felt  it  pro- 
per, m  the  first  instance,  to  obtain  correct  in- 
formation upon  this  point;  and  we  therefore 
requested  the  court  of  directors  to  furnish  us 
with  an  aceount  of  such  plans.  They  did 
accordingly  furnish  us,  without  delay,  with 
a  detaticS  account  of  108  projects,  renilarly 
classed  and  arranged ;  together  with  tne  cor- 
aespondeoce  respecting  them,  a  statement  of 
the  trials  to  which  they  had  been  subjected, 
and  specimens  of  the  proposed  oiiginals,  and 
of  the  imitations  executed  by  order  of  the 
Bank.  They  also  laid  before  us  about  seventy 
varieties  of  paper  made  at  their  manufactory 
in  experiments  for  its  improvement,  in  which 
aknost  every  alteration  rerommended  for 
adoption  had  been  tried,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, aniicipated  by  their  own  manufac- 
turer. 

We  have  also  received  and  answered  com- 

Bsunications  from  about  seventv  individuals, 

which  have  been  arranged  and  considered ; 

and  in  some  cases,  a  personal  interview  has 

been  requested,  and  held.    Several  of  these 

persons  had  been  previously  in  communica- 

tioD  with  the  Bank ;  and  we  find  that  inthe 

instance  of  some  projects  of  superior  promise, 

the  directors  had  furnished  to  the  proposers, 

the  pecuniary  means  of  carrjring  tneir  ideas 

into  effect.    We  have  likewise  sought  and 

obtained  information,  as  to  the  state  of  the 

paper  currency  in  other  countries ;  but  this 

his  proved  of  ver^r  little  impoitattc^,  with  re- 

lerenee  to  the  object  of  our  present  inquiry. 

From  America,  whiob  afibrds  the  closest  pa- 

nUel  to  the  sUteof  England  in  this  particular, 

ao  official  return  has  yet  been  received,  but 

we  have  reason  to  thmk  that  in  several  paru 

of  the  United  States,  the  crime  of  fiirgery  is 

prevalent,  and  that  great  efibrts  are  now 

making  to  give  to  the  notes  such  a  character 

as  may  baffle  the  skill   of  the  American 

forger.    Specimens  of  these  improved  notes 

have  been  communicated  to  us  by  tlie  age;it 


of  the  American  patented,  and  have  received 
our  particular  attention  with  regard  to  the 
practicability  of  adopting  the  invention,  in 
whole,  or  in  part,  so  as  to  present  a  barrier 
to  the  art  and  skill  of  the  forger  in  this 
country. 

Upon  the  general  subject  of  the  extent  of 
forgery,  we  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  recar 
pitulate  statements  which  are  already  before 
parliament  and  the  public.  It  appeared  to  us 
however  proper  to  obtain  more  particular 
information  as  to  the  course  wnieh  has 
been  hitherto  pursued  by  the  Bank,  both 
with  respect  to  the  prevention,  and  with 
respect  to  the  detection  and  punishment 
of  the  crime.  Upon  the  former  of  these 
points,  we  have  received  from  the  directors, 
in  addition  to  the  account  before  alluded  to, 
clear  and  circumstantial  details.  And  it  is 
but  common  justice  to  those  gentlemen  to 
state,  that  in  every  instance  our  inquiries 
have  been  met  by  them  in  the  most  prompt 
and  satisfactory  manner,  and  every  sort  of 
useful  information  readily  furnished.  We 
feel  it  also  proper  to  add  our  opinion,  formed 
afler  an  examination  of  all  the  proiects  which 
have  been  formerly  submitted  to  the  Bank  for 
a  change  in  the  form  of  their  notes,  that  no 
one  of  these  could  have  been  adopted  with 
such  a  prospect  of  soHd  advantage  to  the  pub- 
lic, as  would  compensate  the  evils  necessa- 
rily attendant  upon  a  change. 

The  invention  to  which  we  refer  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  this  report,  and  on  which  our  at- 
tention is  now  principally  engaged,  was  laid 
before  the  directore  a  short  time  previous  to 
the  issuing  of  his  majesty's  commissbn,  and 
so  far  entertained  by  them,  that  they  ad- 
vanced a  large  sum  of  money  to  tiie  author. 
The  chief  merit  of  this  invention  consisting 
in  the  extreme  accuracy  of  the  machinery 
requisite,  time  and  application  are  neces- 
sary to  bring  it  to  sucn  a  state  of  perfection 
as  appears  likely  to  answer  the  purpose  de- 
sired. 

Upon  the  latter  of  the  two  points  above  re- 
ferred to,  we  have  received  from  the  chief 
inspector  and  chief  investigator  at  the  Bank, 
ana  also  from  the  solicitor,  accounts  of  the 
course  pursued  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments. For  which  purpose,  we  requested 
the  personal  attendance  of  each  of  those  offi- 
cers,  and  entered  into  such  an  examination  of 
them,  as  appeared  to  us  to  be  calculated  to 

E reduce  the  necessary  information.  We 
ave  also  been  furnished  by  the  Bank  with 
the  means  of  judging  of  the  actual  state 
of  forgery,  and  of  that  degree  of  skill 
which  appcm  sufficient  to  deceive  the  public, 
by  the  examination  of  forged  notes  of  various 
kmds;  and  even  of  the  tools  and  instru* 
ments  used  by  one  forger,  which  were  taken 
upon  him. 

Whilst  it  is  painful  to  observe  the  degree  of 
talent  thus  perverted,  it  is  at  the  same  time 
to  be  remarked,  that  in  many  instances  the 
public  suffer  thensdves  to  bedaetived  by  very 
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miscnbleimitslionft;  and  it  is  to  be  fesred  ^t 
m  MoiiiAV  carelessness  would  very  much  lessen 
the  good  effects  to  be  derived  from  the  em- 
'ploymcnt  of  superior  skill  and  workmanship 
in  the  formaUon  of  a  new  note.  Another 
(act  appears  proper  to  be  noticed  here,  as 
fivming  an  important  ingredient  in  the 
consideration  or  any  proposed  plan.  The 
issue  of  small  notes  by  the  bank  is  necessarily 
very  uncertain  and  irregular  in  its  amount. 
We.  find,  that  to  keep  up  the  usual  supply, 
not  less  than  fifty  plates  are  requisite;  and 
^  is  considered  pr<4>er  to  have  a  much  larger 
number  in  a  state  of  preparation.  And 
as  it  is  enviously  necessary  to  preserve,  as 
much  as  possible)  identity  in  the  notes,  this 
circumstance  alone,  precludes  the  application 
for  this  purpose  of  many  ingenious  plans, 
even  if  thero  did  not  exist  other  insuperable 
objections  to  thero. 

BAsulling  frolh  the  above  statements  and 
examinationi^  some  general  observations 
have  occurred  to  us,  which  appear  proper 
lo  be  introduced  in  this  stage  of  the  Report. 

It  has  been  very  commonly  inmeined,  that, 
in  consequence  ot  the  simplicity  of  execution 
in  the  present  bank  notes,  the  actual  forgery 
of  tJbem  was  very  generally  and  extensively 
practised,  and  tliat  often  by  persons  without 
money  or  talent;  and  this  idea  has  formed 
the  basis  of  much  of  the  reasoning  used  by 
many  of  the  projectors,  whose  plans  have 
been  under  our  view.  The  reverse  of  thu  we 
believe  to  be  the  fact ;  and  firom  the  informa- 
tion before  us,  we  feel  ourselves  warranted  in 
stating  our  opinion,  that  the  great  quantity  of 
forged  small  notes  which  have  lately  bieen 
found  in  .circulation,  have  all  issued  from  a 
very  few  plates  only ; .  and  that  the  £sbrication 
of  them  IS  chiefly  confined  to  one  particular 
part  of  the  oouotry,  and  carried  on  by  men  oi 
skill  and  experience,  and  possessed  of  a  veiy 
considerable  command  of  capitld.  Upon  a 
cursory  observation,  it  appeared  remarkable 
that  whilst  so  many  utterers  are  constantly 
brougbt'to  justice,  the  actual  forger  should 
very  rarely  mdeed  be  detected.  But  further 
investigation  has  led  us  to  think,  that  this 
Act  may  be  accounted  for ;  and  without  en* 
tering  inta  detailst  which  upon  this  point  it  is 
better  to  avoid,  we  think  tnat  it  results  na« 
turally  from  the  lamentable  perfection  of 
system,  to  which  this  fraudulent  traffic  has 
l>een  broueht ;  and  %ve  have  seen  no  reason 
to  doubt  tnat  the  directors  of  the  Bank,  and 
their  oncers,  have  used  every  exertion  in 
their  power  to  bring  the  aotual  forgers  to  jus- 
tice, though  unfortunately  without  success^ 
except  in  very  few  instances.  We  cakinot  re- 
frain however  from  adding  to  this  statement, 
our  opinion,  that  there  must  be  some  culpa- 
ble remissness  in  the  local  police  of  those  dis- 
tricts within  which  the  actual  fabricators  of 
bank  notes  are  more  than  su^pected>to  reside, 
and  to  carry  on  their  trade  with  impunity. 
And  before  we  quit  this  part  of  the  subject; 
W0  mub u»  WKMtfor  tte  considenlioo  of 
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those,  by  whose  judgment  such  a  qMistioa 
may  be  properly  decided,  whether  it  might 
not  be  expedient  to  offer  a  very  large  reward 
for  the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  a  per- 
son actually  engaged  in  forging  bank  notes. 
We  are  aware  of  the  objections  which  exist 
against  the  system  of  pecuniary  rewards,  and 
are  fully  impressed  witn  a  sense  of  the  evils 
that  may  arise  from  a  too  general  adoption  of 
it.  But  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
crime  of  forgery  exists  in  this  country  are  pe- 
culiar; and  it  appears  to  us  hardly  pos^ble 
that  tiiose  evils  which  might  be  antici- 
pated from  the,  offer  of  a  reward  in  the  case 
of  some  other  crimes,  could  follow  from  such 
an  offer  in  this  case ;  and  knowing  how  many* 
individuals  must  be  saved  from  punishment 
by  the  conviction]  of  one  actual  forger,  we 
venture  io  recommend  the  adoption  of  this 
measure,  to  be  concurrent  with  such  an  im- 
provement in  the  form  of  the  note  as  we 
hope  to  see  effected. 

Having  been  furnished  with  snc|i  informaf- 
tion  as  was  within  our  reach,  relative  to  the 
subject  of  our  inquiry,  we  in  the  next  place, 
proceeded  to  examine  more  in  detail  the  se- 
veral projects  submitted  to  us.  In  pursuing 
this  examination,  we  have  not  indulged  the 
vain  expectation  of  findine  anj[jplan  for  a* 
Bank  note,  which  shall  not  be  imilkble  by  the 
skill  of  English  artists,  and  we  have  consi- 
dered that  it  would  be  utterly  unsafe  to  rely 
for  security  against  forgery,  upon  the  employ- 
ment of  any  process,  the  chief  merit  of  which 
was  to  consist  in  its  being  kept  secret;  of 
which  several  have  been  communicated  to  us* 
Our  object  has  been,  to  select  some  plan,  of 
which  the  process,  when  the  principles  of  it 
are  Understood,  and  the  machineiy  and  Im- 
plements provided,  should  be  simple  enough 
to  be  applied  without  interruption  to  the  ex- 
tended operations  of  the  Bank;  and  should  at 
the  same  time  comprise  so  much  of  superior 
art,  as  may  oppose  the  greatest  possible  diffi- 
culties to  the  attempts  of  the  forger,  and  may 
present  such  punts  of  accuracy  and  excellence 
m  workmansnip^to  the  eye  of  any  individual 
using  ordinary  caution,  as  shall  enable  him 
to  detect  a  fraud  by  obKrving  the  absence  of 
those  points  in  a  fobricated  note.  In  the 
mass  of  the  schemes  before  us,  there  are.  of 
course,  very  various  degrees  of  merit ;  and  we 
endeavoured  to  class  them  as  well  as  circum- 
stances would  permit.  From  a  very  large 
portion  of  them  it  was  obvious,  upon  a  first 
inspection,  that  no  beneficial  result  could  be 
expected.  Of  the  whole  number,  we  find 
about  twelve  of  superior  skill  and  ingenuity, 
but  anticipsled  by  others  of  higher  merit; 
or  merely  innenious,  but  inapplicable  ia 
practioe.  Am  we  consider  nine  others  to 
be  (Mther  of  such  originality  or  ingenious 
combination  of  existing  means,  as  to  have 
required  our  more  particolar  attention;  and 
with  respect  to  these,  much  consideration 
has  been  had,  and  in  some  instances,  improve^ 
meats  aad  expenoMBti siiggasted and  tried.' 
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We  hurt  not  conaideradyat  dedtivc  agiuittt 
Ibe  oMrii  ofa^y  pwlicukr  flan»  the  tiogk 
fact,  ibat  it  may ,  be  imitatea  by  superior  art 
aod  expensive  means.  But  when  we  have 
found,  in  the  case  of  specimens  submitted  to 
us.  apparentlv  of  ^eat  excellence,  and  the  re- 
sult or  a  combination  of  taJent  or  machinery, 
that  a  very  good  imitation  has  been  produced 
in  a  short  time,  without  any  peculiar  expense, 
and  b^  the  application  of  means  only,  which 
are  within  the  reach  of  very  many  artists  and 
eamvers  in  England ;  and  when  we  reOect, 
to  how  very  few  Jiands  the  business  of  for- 
gery appears  to  be  at  present  confined,  we 
cannot  aoubt  that  in  the  event  of  bank  notes 
beins  formed  from  any  of  such  specimens,  an 
equal  number  at  least  of  persons  would  very 
aoon  indeed  be  found  capable  of  fabricating 
those  notes  to  a  conuderable  extent,  and  with 
a  degree  of  skill  ouite  sofBdeni  to  deceive 
the  public  Another  conaideratioQ  has  also 
had  weight  in  inducing  us  to  hesitate  much, 
before  we  venture  to  recommend  any  specific 
plan.  The  adoption  of  any  new  form  of  note 
Presenting  peculiar  and  characteristic  marks, 
but  the  imitation  of  which  we  could  not  con- 
fidentlv  feel  to  be  extremely  diffiadt,  would 
not  only  not  do  g;ood,  but  would  produce  much 
evil ;  and  would  induce  a  false  security,  by  ac* 
cuslooung  the  public  to  le^  iqMm  the  appear- 
ance of  such  aarka  and  peculiar  character, 
rather  than  upon  a  cautious  and  general  oh- 
aervation  of  the  whole  note. 

Our  remarks  however,  as  to  imitation,  do 
not  apply  to  all  the  specimens  which  have 
been  offered  to  us.  There  are  a  f^w  of  singu- 
lar and  superior  jnerit,  produced  by  means 
which  it  is  very  improlmie  should  ever  come 
within  the  reach  of  any  single  forger,  and  the 
imitation  of  which,  except  by  tlM»e  means, 
ajMMars  in  a  high  degree  difficuU. 

Safety,  or  rather  comparative  safety,  is  lo 
be  sousht,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  a  combina- 
tion of  excellence  in  various  particulars;  but 
ehiefly,  as  we  conceive,  in  the  application  of 
a  principle  beyond  the  reach  of  tqe  art  of  the 
copper-plate  engraver,  which  In  its  different 
pioeesaes  is  possessed  of  the  most  formidable 
power  of  imitation.  One  plan^  before  aUuded 
lo,  aa  apparently  afibrding  this  advantage,  has 
been,  with  the  most  liberal  assistance  from 
the  Bank,  for  some  time  past  in  a  course  of 
trial  for  its  greater  perfection,  and  with  a  view 
to  combination  with  other  improvements,  sa- 
tisfactory experiments  of  which  have  aheady 
been  efiecteo.  The  result,  if  our  expectations 
be  not  disappointed,  will  afford  a  specimen  of 
great  ingenuity  in  the  fabrie  of  the  paper,  of 
great  excellence  in  the  workmanship,  and  of  a 
very  peculiar  invention,  and  difficult  machi- 
neiy  in  the  art  of  printing.  We  confidently 
hope,  that  no  long  time  will  elapse,  before  we 
are  enabled  to  lay  before  your  royal  highness 
that  result;  and  we  have  every  reason  to 
know,  thai  the  bank  directors  are  seriously 
anxious  to  adopt  any  plan,  which  shall  be 
found,  jaftar  patiapl  emaiaation,  to  be  worthy 
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of  ado|iliob.,  In  the  mean  lube,  wo  have 
thought  it  r^ght  not  to  delay  informing  your 
royaThijdiness  of  the  course  of  our  pro€eed»> 
ings.  Tne  investigation  in  which  we  have 
been  enraged,  has  strengthened  rather  than 
removed  our  feeling  of  the  difficulties  with 
which  the  whole  subject  is  surrounded.  We 
do  not  wish  to  represent  those  difficulties  aa 
precluding  the  propriety  of  an  attempt  to  re* 
move  the  existing  evils,  by  a  change  in  the 
form  of  the  notes  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land ;  but^we  do  feel  them  to  be  such,  as  make 
it  imperative  upon  those  with  whom  the  re- 
sponsibility rests,  to  be  fully  satisfied  that  they 
snail  produce  an  improvement,  before  they 
venture  to  effect  a  change. 

All   which  is  humbfy  sobmittad  to  your 
royal  bi|hnesa*s  consideration  and  judgment. 

Soho  Square,  Jos.  Bahks. 

Jan.  16, 1819.  WiLUaM  Covoaava. 

WiLUAM  Couaravay. 

Da  VIES  GiLBEaT. 

Jeb.  Hakmav. 

w.  h.  wollastok. 

Chables  Hatchstt. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 


HOUSB  OP  LORDS. 

Monda^f  JatMory  25* 

Bank  Rsstbictiok.]  The  Earl  of 
Liverpool  adverted  to  what  he  had  said  on 
a  former  evening,  relative  to  its  being  the 
intention  oi  hia  majeaty'a  govemmenl  to 
propeae  a  hill  for  continnmg  the  reatrio* 
tiou  upon  caA  paymenta  at  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  obaerved,  diat  at  the  tkno 
he  made  that  atatemenl,  it  waa  not  ib  bii 
contemplation  to  propoae  any  inquiry 
with  regard  to  the  aui^ect.  Sinoe  then, 
however,  a  communication  had  been  rak 
eeived  from  the  committee  of  gentlemea 
with  whom  hia  majeaty'a  government  were 
in  the  habit  of  offlciaily  communicatnsf  , 
he  meant  the  committee  of  Bank  Diree* 
tore,  which  had  induced  him  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  for  a  committee  of 
inquiry*  He  thorelbre  gave  notice  of  hia 
intention  to  move  to-morrow  ae*nnight 
fbr  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  atato  of  the  Bank  of  Eng* 
tend,  with  referenoe  to  the  qneatien  of 
the  reatriction  of  canir  paymenta. 

The  Earl  of  lAmderdale  expreaaed  hie 
aatiaihction  at  die  intend^  motion  of  the 
noble  earl,  but  fruited  it  would  not  in^ 
terfere  with  the  motione  for  informatioii 
which  he  intended  to  make  for  the  pur« 
poae,  and  whidi  infonnation  he  oonaidered 
eaaential  to  the  proper  eonaideiwtion  of 
thequcatioa. 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  ha  by  no 
tneans  inlended  his  motion  to  interfere 
with  the  motions  of  the  noble  earl^but  on 
the  cqntraryy  thought  that  the  ^eater 
part  ofy  if  not  all  the  information  for 
which  the  noble  earl  intended  to  move, 
would  be  useful  to  the  consideration  of 
the  subject  in  the  committee. 

State  ot  Prisons.]  The  Marquis  of 
LanuUnone  said,  he  had,  towards  the  end 
of  the  last  session,  moved  for  certain 
papers  relative  to  the  state  of  the  prisons 
of  the  country.  Those  papers  had  not 
Tet  been  presented;  but  every  thing,  that 
had  fallen  under  his  own  observation  since 
the  dissolution  of  the  last  parliament, 
relative  to  the  subject  of  prisons,  was  of  a 
netore  to  shew,  that  a  farther  inquiry  into 
the  subject  was  highly  expedient,  and  all 
that  he  had  heard  Trom  ottier^  had  served 
to  confirm  him  in  this  opinion.  As  soon, 
therefore,  as  the  papers  to  which  he  had 
alluded  should  be  laid  on  the  table,  he' 
would  move  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee  to  take  them  into  consideration; 
and  he  would  also  move,  that  all  the  acts 
relative  to  the  management  of  prisons  be 
referred  to  the  same  committee.  He  was 
happy  toiind  that  this  subject  was  to  be 
taken  up  in  another  place ;  but  when  he 
considered  the  advantages  their  lordships 
House  possessed  for  the  successful  prose- 
cution of  an  investigation  of  the  kmd  he 
had  in  view,  he  should  not  be  induced,  by 
any  thing  which  might  happen  elsewhere, 
to  aban4on  his  intention. 

Lord  SidmoiUh  wished  to  remind  the 
noble  marquis,  that  the  information  he 
had  moved  for  at  the  dose  of  the  last  ses- 
sion comprehended  the  state  of  the  pri- 
sons for  the  year  1818.  The  accounts  of 
course  could  not  be  made  up  before  the 
end  of  the  year.  Every  effort  had,  how- 
ever, been  made  to  complete  them,  and 
the  greater  part  were  alread;^  prepared, 
but  the  whole  could  not  be  finished  before 
the  end  of  the  ensuing  month.  When  the 
motion  for  these  accounts  was  before  their 
lordships  at  the  end  of  the  last  session,  he 
Ittd  intimated  his  intention  to  submit  to 
the  House  a  proposition  relative  to  the 
state  of  the  prisons  soon  after  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  and  he  hoped  to  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  doins  so  before  any 
other  public  notice  should  be  taken  of  the 
subject.  It  had  long  been  his  most  anxious 
wisn  to  see  the  state  of  the  prisons  fully 
investigated;  and  under  that  impression, 
it  was  his  intentioBi  had  he  not  been  anti- 


Oipated,  to  move  that  the  documents 
wnich  were  in  the  course  of  preparation 
should,  when  on  the  table*  be  referred  to 
a  committee. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowie  said,  he  was 
br  from  wishing  to  anticipate  the  noble 
secretary  of  state.  If  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters were  desirous  of  taking  up  the  subject, 
he  should  not  stand  in  their  way,  but 
would,  on  the  contrary,  always  be  ready 
to  concur  with  them  in  the  course  which 
might  appear  most  effectual  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  important  object  he  had  in 
view. 

Cars  of  His  Majesty's  Persov 
Bill.]  The  Earl  oS  Liverpool  having 
moved  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  read- 
ing of  that  part  of  the  Speech  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  which  related  to 
the  death  of  the  queen,  and  the  care  of  his 
majesty's  person,  proceeded  to  address 
the  House  on  the  subject  of  which  he  had 
given  notice.  The  death  of  the  queen — 
that  calamitous  event,  which  their  lordships 
and  the  nation  had  deplored,  and  for 
which  he  had  recently  called  upon  their 
lordships  to  offer  their  condolence  to  the 
Prince  Regent — ^now  imposed  upon  him 
the  duty  of  proposing  a  measure  relative 
to  the  trust  of  the  king's  sacred  person. 
When,  about  eight  years  ago,  their  lord- 
ships were  called  upon  to  consider  this 
important  question,  they  had  judged  it 
rignt  that  the  custody  of  his  majesty's 
person  should  be  vested  in  the  hands  of 
one  individual,  and  that  that  individual 
should  not  be  the  person  who  was  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  government.  He 
thought  then,  and  remained  still  of  the 
same  opinion,  that  their  lordships  had 
come  to  a  judicious  decision.  It  was  not 
a  decision  adopted  on  any  principal  of 
jealousy  of  the  head  of  the  government, 
but  was  one  which  could  not  fail  to  be 
most  agreeable  to  that  illustrious  person 
himseln  Their  lordships  then  resolved  to 
commit  the  custody  of  the  king's  person 
to  that  individual  to  whom,  from  con* 
nexion,  character,  and  rank,  it  was  most 
proper  the  sacred  trust  should  be  con* 
signed.  In  consequence  of  the  lamented 
decease  of  her  majesty,  their  lordships  had 
now  to  consider  of  the  best  means  of  sup- 
plying her  place  with  respect  to  this  im* 
portent  trust.  He  believed  he  should  an- 
ticipate their  lordships  wishes  by  proposing 
his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York* 
Whether  their  lordships  considered  the 
relation  in  whicft  that  illustrioua  pciseo 


tu 


PtfUon  tfAe  Corporation  ofLonian. 


Jan.  35y  1819. 


[8t 


Moody  hh  character!  ot  ftis  previous  con- 
docl^  it  a[)peared  that  the  office  which  it 
was  necessary  to  supply  could  not  be  in- 
trusted to  one  better  calculated  to  fill  it. 
*It  wasy  therefore,  his  intentibn  to  introduce 
«  bill  for  placing  the  custody  of  the  King's 

Kvon  in  the  hands  of  the  duke  of  Torlc. 
e  trust  he  should  propose  would,  as  h 
had  hitherto  been,  be  undftided ;  but  un- 
doobtedly,  as  in  the  case  of  the  queen, 
subject  to  the  assistance  of  a  council.  He 
wiHi  persuaded  that  this  arrangement 
would  ftilly  meet  their  lordships  approba- 
tion. If,  on  a  question  of  this  kind,  per- 
sonal feelings  were  to  have  any  weight, 
and  he  knew  no  reason  wh^  they  should 
not,  some  additional  motive  might  be 
assigned  for  the  mode  of  conferring  this 
important  office,  and  a  motive  which  would 
have  due  consideration  with  their  lord- 
ships :  that  was,  that  if  his  majesty  could 
himself  declare  in  whoie  hands  he  would 
desire  this  trust  to  be  placed,  it  was  certain 
that  he  would  assign  it  to  the  illustrious 
individual  named  in  this  bill.  With  these 
observations  he  ^should  oiler  the  bill  to 
thbir  lordships  for  a  first  reading.  It  was 
confined  to  the  object  he  had  stated,  and 
the  re-appointment  of  the  council  which 
acted  under  the  former  bill.  Blanks 
would  be  left  for  this  purpose,  which  he 
would  propose  to  fill  up  with  the  same 
names;  hut  it  would  be  necessary  to  supply 
-the  place  of  one  member  of  the  cduncil  by 
a  ne#  appdintment,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  or  the  lord  chief-justice  of  the  court 
of  King's-bench. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Mondu^f  January  %5* 

PfetlTIOM    OF   THE   CoRPORATIOir  07 

IjOHdok,  complaining  of  tbe  Cri- 
minal Law.1  The  Sheriffs  of  London 
appeared  at  tne  bar,  and  presented  the 
following  Petition : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
The  United  Kinadom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled.   The  humble  Petition  of 
tbe  Lord  Mavor,    Aldermen,    and 
Commons  of  the  City  of  London  in 
Common  Council  assembled,   ' 
^  Sheweth, — ^JTiat  your  petitioners  are, 
sreatly  interested  in  the  police,  both  far 
9fe  city  of  XiOndon,  and  for,  the  county  of 
Middlesex, '  where  hism^estv*s  conimis- 
aiotts  for  thtf  trial  of  oflfend^  nsue  yeariy. 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


and  eight  sessions  at  the  least  are  held 
every  year;  and  they  are  impressed  with 
the  conviction,  that  their  representations 
upon  the  present  state  of  the  Criminal 
Law,  and  its  efiects  on  public  morals,  will 
be  deemed  worthy  the  consideration  of 
your  honourable  House. 

<<  That  upwards  of  two  hundred  crimes 
very  different  in  their  degrees  of  enono?t|r 
are  equally  subject  to  the  punishment  of 
death,  which  is  enacted  not  only  fbr  the 
most  atrocious  offences,  for  burglary,  for 
rape,  for  nmrder,  and  for  treason,  but  for 
many  offences  unattended  with  any  cru- 
elty or  violence,  for  various  minor  crimes, 
and  even  for  stealing  privately  to  the 
amount  of  five  shillings  in  a  shop. 

**  That  from  the  returns  upon  the  table 
of  your  honourable  House,  it  appears  that 
crimes  have  fbr  some  years  been  rapidly 
increasing,  both  in  number  and  malignity, 
to  the  injury  of  the  rising  generation,  and 
the  debasement  of  the  national  character. 

<*  That  there  were  committed  fbr  trial 
in  Middlesex  in  the  years  1818, 1,G6S; 
IBIS,  1,707 ;  1814, 1,646 ;  1815,  2,005: 
1816,2,226;  1817,  2,686.^11)6  capital- 
convictions  in  Middlesex  were  in  the 
years  1812, 132;  1813,  138;  1814, 158; 

1815.  139;    1816,  227;    1817,   208 

There  were  executed  in  Middlesex  ib 
the  years  1812,  19;  1813, 17;  1814,  21 ; 
1815,  11;  1816,  29;  1817,  16^There 
were  committed  for  trial  in  the  difibrent 
gaols  in  England  and  Wales,  in  the  yearti 
1805,4,605;  1812,6,576;  1813,7,164; 
1814,6,390;  1815,7,818;  1816,9,091; 
1817,  13,932^— There  were  confined  in 
Newgate  only  of  boys,  of  17  years  and 
under,  in  tbe  years  1813, 123 ;  1816. 247; 
1817.  359. 

*<  That  without  the  interference  of 
your  honourable  House,  in  adapting 
the  state  of  the  criminal  law  to  the  state 
of  the  moral  and  religious  sentiments  of 
the  nation,  the  increase  of  crimes  must 
be  pro^ssive,  because,  strong  as  are 
the  obligations  upon  all  good  smijects  to 
assist  the  administration  of  justice,  they 
are  overpowered  by  tenderness  for  life-^ 
a  tenderness  which,  originating  in  tbe 
mild  precepts  of  our  religion,  is  advancing 
and  will  continue  to  advance  as  these 
doctrines  become  more  deeply  inculcated 
Into  the  minds  of  the  community. 

'*  That  many  iojufed  persons  have 
ifefused  to  prosecute,  because  they  cannot 
perform  a  duty  which  is  repugnant  to 
their  natures,  by  being  instrumental  in 
the  infliction  of  severity  contrary  to  their 
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ideas  of  adequate  retribution;  and  by 
such  impunity  young  offenders,  instead 
of  being  checked  in  their  first  departure 
from  virtue,  are  suffered  to  advance  from 
small  offences  to  crimes  of  great  atrocity. 

*'  That  some  jurymen  submit  to  fines 
rather  than  act  as  arbiters  of  life  and 
death  in  cases  where  they  think  the 
punishment  of  death  ought  not  to  be 
inflicted. 

<*  That  some  jurymen  are  deterred  from 
a  strict  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  acquit 
guilt  or  mitieate  the  offence  so  as  not  to 
subject  the  offender  to  the  punishment  of 
death,  and  thus  assume  a  discretion  never 
.intended  to  be  vested  in  juries,  and  relax 
the  sanctity  of  a  judicial  oath,  upon 
which  the  integrity  of  the  trial  by  }ury 
much  depends. 

**  That  this  determination  by  juries  to 
oppose  the  severe  enactments  of  our  laws 
is  of  daily  occurrence. 

"  That  amongst  other  instances,  a  jury, 
rather  than  be  instrumental  in  inflicting  the 
punishment  of  death  for  larceny  to  the 
amount  of  40^.  from  a  dwelling,  found  a 
10^.  note  to  be  worth  only  39j« 

^*  That  another  jury,  influenced  by  the 
same  motives^  found  two  bills  of  exchange, 
value  of  10/.  each,  and  eight  Bank-notes, 
value  of  10/.  each,  worth  the  same  sum 
o£S9i. 

**  That  your  petitioners  cannot  omit 
to  urge  upon  your  honourable  House, 
that  even  this  disinclination  .to  enforce 
the  law  is  not  confined  to  the  injured 
parties,  and  to  juries,  but  extends  to  the 
learned  judges,  who,  impressed  with  a 
similar  feeling  have  exercised  their  inge- 
nuity in  discovering  means  by  which  the 
real  value  of  the  property  stolen  should 
sot  be  found  by  the  jury ;  and  where  con- 
victions have  taken  place,  constantly  re- 
commend a  great  part  of  the  convicts  to 
the  royal  mercy ;  and  his  majesty's  advi- 
sers, influenced  b^  the  same  anxiety  to 
preserve  human  life,  readily  apply  and 
easily  obtain  from  the  throne  a  remission 
of  the  sentence. 

**  That  your  petitioners  do  not  apply 
to  your  honourable  House  with  any  feel- 
ing but  of  gratitude  and  respect,  at  the 
administration  of  the  law  by  the  learned 
judges,  or  at  this  exercise  of  the  royal 
prerogative  by  causing  law  and  justice  in 
mercv  to  be  executed  in  every  judgment, 
but  they  are  impelled  to  submit  to  your 
consideration  the  state  of  the  law  itself 
which  produces  evasions  daqgerous  to 
the  community,  and  which  must  continue 


to  produce  them,  as  they  depend  not.upoa 
the  sentiments  of  any  individuals^  but 
upon  certain  and  general  principles  of  our 
nature,  upon  the  advanced  state  of  civili- 
zation in  the  country,  and  upon  the  dif- 
fusion of  Christianity,  by  which  we  are 
daily  taught  to  love  each  other  as  brethren, 
and  to  desire  not  the  death  of  a  sinner, 
but  rather  that  he  should  turn  from  his 
wickedness  and  live. 

*^  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly 
pray,  that  your  honourable  House  will 
take  the  premises  into  your  most  serious 
consideration,  and  adopt  such  measures 
as  the  importance  of  the  subject  require^, 
and  as  to  the  wisdom  of  your  honourable 
House  may  seem  meet.'' 
.    Mr.  Alderman  Wood  said: — I  am  sure>» 
Sir,  the  House  will  think  with  me,  that 
the  petition  now  presented  for  its  consi- 
deration refers  to  a  subject  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  honour  and  character 
of  the  country.    The  House  is  aware  that 
this  subject  has  occupied  the  attention  of 
very  able  and  experienced  men,  of  very 
wise  and  learned  lawyers,  during  the  last 
half  century.    1  need  not  trespass  uipoR 
the  attention  of  the  House  by  alluding  tp 
the  opinions  already  so  generally  known 
and  approved,  of  the  distinguished  cha« 
ractcrs  to  whom  I  allude,  and  who  have 
all  recommended  imprisonment  and  labour 
rather  than  death,  for  the  punishment  of 
crime,  and  the  amelioration  of  the  morals 
of  criminals.    There  is  not  a  man  who 
hears  me  that  does  not  know,  either  froqi 
his  own  experience,  or  from  his  sources 
of  information  through  other  authentic 
,  channels,  that,  notwithstanding  the  seve- 
rity of  our  criminal  code,  crimes  have  of 
late  been  continually  upon  the  increase, 
and  that  the  application  of  capital  punish- 
ment has  been  found  utterly  inaaequate 
to  produce  the  effect  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended.   So  little  effect  has  the  denunci- 
ation of  death  produced  upon  criminals, 
that,  some  time  ago,  it  was  their  practice 
to  hold  mock  courts,  for  the  purpose  of 
deciding,  upon  the  probable  cases  among 
themselves  which  would  terminate  in  the 
conviction  of  the  parties;  and  the  rest 
then  laughed  at  the  sort  of  ordeal  to  which 
they    were    exposed,    and    turned   into 
mockery  the  proceedings  adopted  towards 
them.    It  is  my  practice,  and  indeed  I 
am  bound  to  do  so  from  the  nature  of  my 
magisterial  duties,  to  visit  the  prison  of 
Newgate  frequently.    I  was  there  so  late 
as  yesterday,  and  conversed  with  forty 
coQTictSi  who  are  sentenced  tp  deatl^ 
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bat  not  one  of  whom  believes  that  he  will 
suffer  the  extreme  punishment  of  the  law. 
They  make  this  calculation  upon  very 
natural  grounds;  for,  I  believe,  on  the 
average,  not  one  in  thirteen  suffers  the 
full  punishment  which  is  awarded  against 
him.  This  uncertainty  of  punishment  is 
a  great  evil.  I  know  that  the  fountain  of 
mercy  must  be  left  to  the  operation  of 
aouna  discretion,  and  cannot  be  governed 

5f  any  very  general  or  defined  rules, 
ut  it  would  be  well  if  some  system  of 
punishment  were  adopted,  which  would 
act  with  certainty  upon  the  mind  of  the 
offender.  As  it  is  at  present,  the  culprit, 
from  the  uncertainty  in  whidi  hope,  and 
a  reference  to  the  cases  of  others,  leave 
Mm,  makes  no  preparation  for  death ;  the 
idea  never  enters  his  thoughts  when  he 
Is  surrounded  by  large  numbers  who  are 
precisely  in  the  same  predicament  with 
nimself.  I  yesterday  talked  with  some 
convicts  whose  offences  were  of  that  class 
which  ought  to  leave  them  little  hope  of 
mercy,  according  to  the  experience  pre- 
Blunted  by  similar  cases,  and  yet  not  one 
of  them  seemed  to  possess  the  slightest 
idea  that  -  his  sentence  would  be  carried 
into  execution.  It  would  be  presump* 
tcious  of  me  to  enter  here  into  the  6ha> 
racter  of  the  law  aad  its  effect  as  it  bears 
upon  particular  cases.  That  subject,  I 
am  glad  to  find,  is  likely  to  be  taken  up 
by  an  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  who 
is  far  better  able  to  do  it  adequate  justice. 
If  no  other  person  had  taken  up  the  sub- 
ject, I  should  myself  have  made  the  at- 
tempt, so  convinced  am  I  of  the  necessity 
of  an  alteration  in  our  present  system. 
On  this  subject  it  is  impossible  for  us  not 
to  feel,  in  common  with  the  country,  the 
loss  we  have  sustained  in  the  death  of 
that  ^reat  and  good  man,  sir  Samuel 
Romill  v.  The  loss  of  a  man  so  well  cal- 
culated to  do  justice  to  a  subject  of  this 
importance,  can  never  be  too  deeply  de- 
plored. I  have  lately  visited  the  conti- 
nent, and  inspected  a  number  of  foreign 
prisons.  I  have  seen  from  12  to  1,400 
convicts  in  a  single  prison.  The  general 
practice  is,  to  doom  them  to  bard  labour 
for  a  given  term  of  years,  and  the  in* 
stances  are  rare  indeed,  where  any  of  the 
parties,  after  the  expiration  of  their  con- 
finement, return  to  their  iniquitous  prac- 
tices. In  Switzerland,  the  certainty  of 
punishment  is  found  also  to  operate  in  the 
manner  in  whioh  it  is  intended.  The 
criminals  sentenced  to  death  are  sure  to 
nfeet  their  fate,  and  therefore  prepace  at 


once  to  give  effect  to  the  example  which 
operates  upon  society.  In  this  country 
no  such  effect  is  produced  by  the  denun- 
ciation of  this  sentence,  and  the  real  end 
is  in  a  ^reat  measure  lost.  I  move.  Sir, 
that  this  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  addressed  the 
House  for  the  first  time.  He  observed, 
that  as  his  worthy  friend  has  said  so  much 
on  the  subject,  he  would  not  trespass  on 
the  House  with  any  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  petition,  but  hoped  he 
might  be  permitted  to  draw  their  atten- 
tion to  one  or  two  leading  facts  connected 
with  the  subject.  In  the  first  place,  it 
appeared  that  of  late  years  crimes  had  in- 
creased to  an  farming  degree.  Such  was 
the  undoubted  and  incontrovertible  fact. 
It  appeared,  that  during  the  last  ten  ^ears, 
the  number  of  persons  imprisoned  in  the 
various  gaols  of  the  kingdom  had  increased 
in  the  proportion  of  nearly  four  to  one ; 
for  they  had  increased  from  4,000 annually 
to  nearly  14,000.  He  could  further  state 
to  the  House,  that  as  far  as  his  informa- 
tion went,  although  that  information  was 
confined  to  the  city  of  London,  he  be- 
lieved a  larffe  proportion  of  the  persons 
apprehended  and  taken  before  the  magis- 
trates escaped  with  impunity,  because  the 
magistrates  felt  a  difficulty  in  committing 
them  on  account  of  the  crowded  state  of 
the  local  prisons,  and  on  account  of  the 
probability  of  their  acquittal,  in  conse- 

Suence  of  the  rigour  of  the  penal  laws. 
ly  direction  of  the  magistrates  of  the 
city  of  London,  a  statement  was  annually 
made  out  of  the  number,  ages,  &c.  of  the 
individuals  committed  to  the  different 
prisons  in  the  metropolis.  By  the  state- 
ment for  the  last  year,  it  appeared,  that 
there  were,  in  the  course  of  1818,  no  less 
than  600  persons  tried  and  convicted  who 
were  under  21  years  of  age.  According 
to  the  best  calculation  it  appeared,  that 
the  number  of  individuals  under  21  years 
of  age  who  were,  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  committed  to  Newgate  and  tried, 
exceeded  1,000.  He  was  persuaded  that 
the  House  would  agree  with  him  in  think- 
ing this  a  most  alarming  fact.  He  would 
not  trespass  on  their  time  further  than  to 
express  a  hope,  that  the  importance  of 
the  subject  would  force  it  on  considera- 
tion ;  that  the  attention  of  his  majesty's 
government  would  be  called  to  it ;  that 
It  would  undergo  a  full  investigation  by 
parliament;  and  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
present  session  some  means  would  be  de- 
vised to  diminish  thU  most  alarming  and 
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iifcreasixig  evil  [Cheering  from  both  flidef 
of  the  House]. 

Mr.  Bathurst  thought  this  was  not  a 
convenient  time  to  enter  on  a  question  of 
80  much  importance.  He  wished  the 
subject  to  be  taken  up  in  the  place  where 
it  cou(d  be  gone  into  fully — in  the  only 
place  wheire  it  could  he  taken  in  detail,— 
m  a  committee  of  that  House.  When 
his  noble  friend  came  to  move  for  his 
committee  on  the  police  and  discipline  of 
pisons,  he  might  probably  move  that  this 
subject  should  be  referred  to  the  same 
committee.  Perhaps  this  would  be  the 
be«t  way  of  treating  it.  It  waa  undoubt- 
edly true,  that  of  late  years  there  had  been 
a  great  increase  of  crime ;  but  this  in* 
creaae  of  crime,  perhaps  it  might  be 
satisfactory  to  those  who  had,  already 
spoken,  tfi  hear,  had  not  been  so  great  in 
the  metropolis  as  in  the  country.  Lat- 
terly, designing  persons  had,  in  too  many 
instances,  Bucceeded  in  withdrawing  them- 
selves  from  danger,  and  had  effected  their 
fraudulent  designs  by  means  of  boys  and 
inexperienced  persons,  whom  they  had 
contrived  to  expose  to  all  the  peril  of 
being  taken  while  executing  their  preda- 
tory schemes.  This  had  in  part  caused 
the  great  increase  of  young  persons^  which, 
US  the  worthy  alderman  had  remarked, 
appeared  in  Uie  calendar.  Whether  tbe 
law  could  be  so  akered  as  to  punish  the 
head  that  planned,  as  well  as  the  hand 
that  executed  a  robbery,  was  a  question 
very  fit  for  tbe  consideration  of  a  com- 
inittee« 

Mr.  Tiemeof,  from  the  first  parf  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  speech,  had  been 
1^  to  hope,  that  it  was  intended  by  go* 
vecnment  to  institute  a  special  inquiry 
into  the  important  question  now  before 
the  House.  He  should  be  glad  if  this 
course  v^ere  to  be  taken,  but  it  seemed, 
frpm  what  afterwards  fell  from  him,  that 
he  intended  to  attach  the  revisal  of  the 
whole  penal  code  as  a  sort  of  rider  to  tbe 
commiitee  to  be  appointed  te  inquire  into 
tli^  istate  of  the  poijce  and  discipline  of 
prisons*  AM  he  could  understand  was, 
tipt  on  the  subject  now  before  the  House, 
the  govemtteot  had  nothing  to  propose 
of  themselves,  but  whea  tbe  noble  lord 
brougbt  the  other  oQeation  forward,  H 
was  thought  this  might  be  added  to  it  bjr 
w^y  of  rmer.  IS  the  nqble  lord  toocbed 
it  a|  all,  he  hope4  he  would  gcve  it  all  tbe 
importance  tbait  belonged  to  it,  If  he 
would  not  do  this,  then  he  should  wish 
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entirely  to>  his  hon.  and  learned  fnend,  by 
whom  he  understood  from  the  worthy 
alderman  near  him,  it  was  likely  to  m 
brought  forward. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Petition  of  Dr.  HqUcron'^State,  of 
Convict  Shipi^l  Mr.  Bennet  presented  a 
Petition  from  Dr.  Halloran,  sentenced  to 
seven  years  transportation,  for  forsing  « 
frank,  qooiplaining  of  the  unpirecedented 
severity  of  the  punishment  lor  such  aa 
offepce,  and  of  tbe  treatment  which  he 
had  experienced  since  his  conviction.  The 
hon«  gentleman  said  he  had  in^ired 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Dr- 
Halloran  was  unquestionably  e  man  of 
considerable  literary  talents,  he  was  ad* 
vanced  in  life,  and  had  a  large  family. 
The  sentence  pronounced  upon  him  cer- 
tainly appeared  much  too  severe  for  the 
ofience ;  but  it  was  the  crueltv  which  Dr» 
Halloran  complained  that  he  had  suffered 
since  his  conviction,  to  which  be  was 
desirous  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  He  had,  on  bis  apprehension^ 
been  sent  to  Coldbath-fields,  where  he 
was  imprisoned  with  felons.  He  was 
thence  removed  fui  trial  to  l^ewgate, 
where  he  was  confined  in  the  condemned 
cells  with  thirty  or  forty  boys.  From 
those  cells,  be  was  transferred  to  the  hos- 
pital among  the  sick  felons.  He  by  no 
nieans  imputed  any  blame  to  tbe  ma- 
gistrates or  to  the  keeper,  but  it  did  so 
happen,  owing  to  the  crowded  state 
of  the  prison,  that  a  very  severe  punish- 
ment, in  the  mode  of  lus  inu»risonmenft 
was,  as  in  this  case  of  uu  HaUo« 
ran's,  inflicted  on  a  prisoner,  even  be» 
fore  his  trial.  After  Dr.  Hsiloran  had 
been  convicted,  he  was  sent  on  board  tbe 
Alonzo  hospital  ship.  Here  he  was 
seized  with  violent  illness,  in  tbe  middle 
of  which  he  was  removed,  ^d  carried 
on  board  tbe  Baring  transport,  where  be 
was  left  in  a  small  cabin  for  nineteen 
hours,  without  any  kind  of  sustenance. 
He  was  then  served  with  tbe  usual  sea 
aUow^ace,  which  was  very  unfit  for  a  man 
in  bis  cpadi^ion,  but  could  obtain  do 
medical  aid.  Dr.  Halloran  had  been  pro* 
Qiised  by  lord  Sidmouth  that  be  should 
have  eve^y  accomondation  which  it  would 
be  proper  to  etaee  him,  and  that  he  should 
|iot  be  compelled  t/o  associate  wiUi  couor 
moB  felons.  In  a.  few  days,  however, 
after  he  had  been  tali^en  on  board  th.e  ( 
Biringi  twenty  felons  were  lodged  witb 


m 


'9^^ofConvia  SMp9n 


Jak.  S8,  1819. 


li» 


bfan  iQ  t|ie  Mme  cubiii.  He  hud  aeeo  this 
cabin ;  it  was  twelve  f^t  square.  Twent  v- 
qne  human  beings  were  craiomed  into  it, 
ifi  cribs  six  feet  and  a  half  broad  by  five 
f^et  and  a  half  longv  into  each  of  which, 
sfx  human  beings  were  stQwed»  In  that 
situation  they  were  unaUe  to  turn  round, 
and  Or«  Halloran  declared  he  was  witness 
to  one  of  those  disgusting  and  abominable 
acenef ,  the  increaaiiig  prevalence  of  which 
was  so  degrading  to  the  character  of  the 
<M>untry«  Dr.  Hallosan  sent  a  statement 
of  this  transaction  to  lord  Sidraoutht  ten- 
dering evidence  of  the  fact*  A  moat  re- 
apecrable  officer  i;ertainlyi  Mr.  Capper, 
«f  as  sent  down  in  ^onsequaaeei  and  by  his 
report  it  appeared  that  one  of  the  indivi- 
^ifm$  was  a  young  lad  of  previously  fair 
€}iaracter9  wbe  for  a  email  offence  had 
been  aei^teaced  to  seven  years  tqanaporta- 
cion.  He  (Mr.  Beonet)  repeated,  that 
he  himfeif  had  visited  the  vessel.  It 
contained  between  two  and  three  hundred 
bjuman  bein^  all  stowed  in  about  fifty 
cribs.  It  was  m  the  middle  of  the  day,  about 
tbree  o'clock)  when  be  went  on  board ; 
avid  yet  it  was  necessary  to  uae  candles. 
Never  should  be  forget  the  loathsome 
B^ne  which  the  vessel  e&bibited!  A 
scifne  most  disgraceful  to  a  country  and 
gpveriimeot  caLung  themselves  civilized 
and  cbristiani !  It  appeared  that  the  slnp 
had  a  short  time  before,  got  on  a  bank  in 
a  gale  oC  wind,  and  had  been  nearly  lost. 
Tbe  agitation  of  the  atorm  had  ociSasioned 
violent  sickness  among  tbe  unhappy  men 
on  board,  and  those  who  were  at  bettom» 
were  almost  suffocated  by  tiie  results  of 
that  sickness.  Good  God!  was  itpoe- 
Bible  to  contemplate  such  physical  tor- 
ture without  horror?  And  yet  what  was 
that  to  the  moral  evil— in  what  a  dreadful 
state  of  moral  disease  would  this  human 
cargo  be  poured  out  on  the  shores  to 
vrhich  they  were  bound  1  It  was  impossi- 
ble that  it  could  be  otherwise,  for  these 
wretched  men  were  shut  down  in  the 
state  which  he  had  described,  for  fifteen 
hours  out  of  the  twenty-four.  Who  could 
contemplate  the  borrora  of  these  white 
slave  ships,  without  indignation  at  the  go- 
vernment by  which  their  existence  waa 
permitted^  He  recollected  the  imprea- 
aion  that  was  made  all  over  Europe,  and 
especially  at  Paris,  by  a  poper  in  which 
the  room  allotted  to  each  negro  in  tbe 
African  slave  ships  waa  shown  to  be  only 
oae  fiaot  six  inchea  by  six  feet.  He  had 
sneasitfed^  and  made  a  calculation  of  Uie 
room  ia  the  veiael  whiob  he  had  been  do* 


scribing,  and  be  found  that  tbe  room* 
aUotted  to  each  convict  was  on^*  f»oe  foot 
one  inch,  by  six  feet. '  And  yet  be  had  no 
doubt  the  '*  humanity*'  of  the  iiobler  6e*< 
orelary  of  state  would  be  forced  upon  the 
House>  in  answer  to  these  glarii)^  facts. 
Such  was  always  the  usage  of  Uii0  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite.    He  had  no  besita*, 
tion,  however,  in  saying  that  the  conditioR 
of  the  ship  in  queation  wasmost  disgyads^f^t 
to  the  noble  lord.    To  the  accurse y  of 
tbe  facta  (with  the  eKoeptian  of  that  par* 
ticular  one  mentiooed  by  D^  Halloran* 
of  which,  of  coarse,  ho  could  know  M*i  « 
thing)  be  pledged  hinasaif;  and- he  re-' 
peateo  that  the  oottntcy  could:  etilertain 
but   one   opinion  «f  the  remiaaoeaft  of 
the  head  of  a  department  andei'wbicb  a^ 
veaiel  ao  ourcumataaced  was.  Alkiwed  to. 
leave  the  oountry.  Ho  would  say  but  boa- 
word  nKire.    This  ship  wif  ordeced  to- 
sail  at  the  moat  dangeraua  period]  of  the 
vear.    In  the  committee  on  thja  ^ubjecl^ 
last  aeasioo,  it  appeared  thatveaaek  woio: 
sent  eat  to  Now  South'  WAlea  ai  perigda 
so  ill  chosen,  aa  toocoaaien  m  moat 
dreadful  mortality  on  hoaid*.  One  trana<-' 
port,  called  the  Suireyy  leal,  in  tbe  paaaago* 
fifty  convicts  out  of  ti«o  hundred*   Unde^ 
these  cireumataneeiv^he  ihad   felt  it  hla. 
dntv  in  make  the  atateiQent  with  which 
he  had  troubled  tbe  fiouaew    Ho  was  no 
advocate  for  crime»  but  it  waa  ioaumbent. 
on  the.  House  to  aee  thai  juaticQ  wea  pro- 
perly axkninlatered.    Peoaltlea  were  in* 
nicted  on  htunan  beingat  in  ordei**  if  f)oe» 
8ible»  to  eoivect  theic  etil  propoaaities» 
and  not  to  lead,  them  to  a  new  a^orld»  in 
a  state  of  even  greater  depravitjrthisn  that 
in  which  they  had  been  aunk  io-the  old» 
[Hear, hear!}    Tbe  ban*  member  thea 
presented  the  pt titioQ.  . 

Mr.  BtUhp^ri^  8aid»  he.  did  n9t  wiah  ta 
oppoae  the  bringing  up  of  th^  petitiont 
but  be  thought  it  nght  not  to.  lose  a.nao^ 
ment  in  replying  to  the  chargea  aihieh 
bad  been  preferred  ag^wnat  the  head  of. 
the  borne  department.  Hia  aobM  Relative 
held  a  aituaiioa  of  high  respon^biKty,  «ui 
he  hoped  the  House  would  never  loao 
sight  of  the  arduous  duties  which  be  bMi 
to  perfotmi  It  waa  mi^ty  eady  for  gei^ 
tiemen  to  ptipfer  auch.  cbargte  aa  theses 
but  it  waa  not  ^uiia  ao  ca»y  foe  ihb  part^ 
atUcked  to  perform  all  tha  dmliea.  of  hia 
high  tttvaiion*  Ho  did  not  dispute  the 
merit  of  the  hon*  gentleman'  in  viaiting 
tboao  receptacica  oif  misery  whidi  he  aai 
frequently  expbred,  and  be  had  oftesi 
given  him  cmdii  Sat  Ui.exiriimH^  hat  |t 
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would  be  to  conceal  hii  thoughts  if  he 
were  not  to  say,  that  he  was  of  opinion 
the  hon.  gentleman  sometimes  lent  himself 
to  those  whose  statements  ought  to 
have  no  weight  with  him,  and  adapted  too 
much  the  views  of  men  of  bad  character, 
believing  the  stories  they  told  him  without 
sufficiently  inquiring  into  their  truth.  If 
he  were  to  go  into  the  history  of  the  un- 
fortunate man  whose  petition  was  now 
about  to  be  presented,  he  could  prove  that 
he  was  no  object  of  mercy.  For  many 
reasons  he  would  not  go  into  his  history, 
*  and  no  reason  weighed  more  with  him 
than  this,  that  such  a  statement  might  be 
injurious  to  his  family,  some  of  whom 
filled  respectable  situations  in  life.  He, 
however,  could  not  help  stating,  that  if  all 
the  proofs  had  been  brought  forward  that 
mignt  have  been  urged  against  him,  it 
would  have  been  seen  that  the  frank  he 
forged,  enclosed  a  forged  character  of 
liimself,  in  which  he  recommended  him- 
•elf,  using  the  name  of  a  person  not  alive, 
to  a  curacy  in  the  country,  hoping  by  this 
expedient  to  secure  to  himselr  a  comfort- 
able situation.  If  the  punishment  awarded 
to  his  crime  by  the  law  was  too  great,  that 
was  a  fit  subject  for  the  consideration  of 
the  legislature;  but  when  application  was 
made  for  mercy,  the  character  of  the  in- 
dividual was  then  to  be  considered,  in 
order  to  determine  whether  or  not  he  was 
a  fit  object  for  clemency.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman argued  fallaciously  when  he  con- 
tended that  Dr.  Halloran  was  punished 
for  his  bad  character,  and  not  for  his  crime. 
This  could  not  be  proved  till  it  had  been 
shown  that  a  law  did  not  exist  to  inflict 
the  punishment  to  which  he  had  been 
sentenced.  If  this  were  not  proved,  he 
must  show  that  Dr.  Halloran  was  an  ob- 
ject for  mercy.  For  his  part,  he  would 
contend,  thflt  there  had  been  shown  no 
reason  for  extending  mercy  to  him.  The 
hon.  gentleman  reprobated  those  whose 
duty  it  was  to  see  the  law  carried  into 
effect.  His  true  charge,  however,  was 
against  those  who  superintended  the  pre- 
sent mode  of  transportation.  He  would 
believe  all  that  the  hon.  gentleman  had  as- 
serted that  he  himself  had  seen,  but  of  the 
rest  he  should  doubt.  The  charge  was  in 
a  great  degree  against  the  punishment  of 
transportation  altogether.  He  did  not 
think,  that  in  the  transportation  of  this  in- 
dividual any  difference  was  made  between 
him  and  others  who  had  lately  been 
transported.  He  was  not  aware  of 
any  wiatioa  in  the  constroction  of  the 
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^ip,  or  in  the  accommodation  on  board, 
from  what  had  been  usual.  The  officer 
was  one  of  the  royal  navy,  and  this  seemed 
to  promise  improvement,  rather  than 
otherwise,  in  the  accommodation  on 
board.  But  then  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
seen  the  accommodation  was  not  good» 
and  this  was  charged  upon  the  head  of  the 
department.  Now,  what  did  the  hon. 
gentleman  say  on  this  subject?  Why, 
that  a  complaint  having  been  forwarded 
to  lord  Sidmouth,  he  immediately  sent 
down  a  gentleman  who  had  been  most  de- 
servedly praised,  and  who  was  at  present 
the  superintendant  of  the  Hulks.  Tliis 
gentleman  found  many  df  the  allegations 
contained  in  the  statements  of  Dr.  Hal-* 
loran  unfounded.  The  situation  of  that ' 
person  himself  turned  out  to  be  different ' 
from  what  be  had  represented  it  to  be. 
As  to  the  horrible  circumstance  which 
had  been  alluded  to,  it  turned  out  to  be 
utterly  impossible  for  the  crime  described 
to  have  been  committed  at  the  time,  and 
in  the  situation  pointed  out  in  the  petition. 
It  was  clear  that  it  was  the  object  of  this 
person,  nay,  he  might  add,  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  himself,  to  prevent  the  punish- 
ment to  which  he  had  been  sentenced 
from  bein^  inflicted.  For  this,  the  state- 
ment of  his  ill-health,  and  then  that  of 
the  abominable  transaction  before  men- 
tioned, had  been  sent  forth,  and  both  had 
proved  to  be  false.  If  Mr.  Capper  had  had 
any  doubt  on  the  subject,  an  inquiiy 
would  immediately  have  been  instituted ; 
but  as  it  was  found  that  it.  was  not  proba- 
ble nor  possible  that  the  assertion  of 
Dr.  Halloran  could  be  truci  the  matter 
went  no  farther.  He  doubted  not  that  a 
threat  had  been  held  out  by  this  person 
to  those  appointed  to  carry  his  sentence 
into  execution.—-''  I  have  a  gentleman  in 
the  H6use  of  Commons  who  will  not  let 
this  punishment  be  inflicted.*'  Personal 
threats,  too,  had  been  held  out  to  the  cap- 
tain of  what  should  happen  to  him  if  he 
did  that  which  it  might  become  his  duty 
to  do.  If  any  restraiat  should  be  imposed 
upon  him  on  the  voyage,  it  would  not  be 
because  there  was  a  disposition  to  treat 
him  with  teverity ;  but  because  his  con- 
duct, from  his  being  encouraged  to  hope 
that  by  repeated  complaints  he  might  get 
the  ship  stopped  and  his  situation  made 
less  irksome,  might  make  some  farther  re- 
strictions necessary.  As  to  the  ships, 
they  were  of  the  usual  size.  When  a 
comparison  was  made  between  these  and 
thealave  ships^it  ought  to  be  remem* 
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bered.  that  no  small  addition  was  mada  to 
the  horrors  of  the  poor  African's  situation, 
from  the  circumstance  of  his  being  chain- 
ed  down  to  his  birth  during  the  whole  of 
his  voyage.  Any  system  of  transportation 
must  subject  the  convicts  to  certain  pri- 
▼ations«  If  it  was  contended  that  these 
ought  not  to  be  experienced  by  a  gentle- 
man, who  had  not  been  used  to  any  thing 
of  the  kind,  it  would  follow,  that  the  pu- 
nishment of  transportation  ought  only  to 
be  reserved  for  offenders  of  the  lower 
classes,  and  that  persons  in  a  better  situa- 
tion of  life,  whatever  their  crimes,  ought 
not  to  be  punished  in  that  way.  At  pre- 
sent no  prima  Jade  case  of  hardship  was 
made  out.  He  did  not  say  the  petition, 
when  read,  would  not  prove  the  case  one 
that  would  call  upon  the  House  to  inquire 
minutely  into  its  merits,  but  at  present 
nothing  appeared  to  prove  that  Dr.  Hal- 
loran  had  been  improperly  treated.  If  I 
the  noble  lord  at  the  neaa  of  the  home 
department  deserved,  as  the  hon.  gentle- 
man seemed  to  think,  the  censure  of  the 
House,  let  it  be  passed  against  him ;  but 
let  it  not  in  the  nrst  instance  be  supposed 
that  he  must  be  guilty,  because  he  stood 
in  a  responsible  situation,  which  made  it 
his  duty  to  see  the  law  executed.  The 
hon.  gentleman  was  ever  on  the  alert  to 
collect  such  charges.  No  person  was  in 
Newgate  who  could  not,  and  he  might 
almost  say  who  did  not,  correspond  with 


assute  the  House,  however,  thai  greaC 
care  had  been  taken  by  the  navy  board  to 
provide  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the 
unfortunate  convicts.  Of  one  ship  which 
Sidled  from  this  country  last  year  with 
300  convicts,  only  two  persons  had  pe- 
rished during  the  whole  voyage ;  and,  in 
another  instance,  out  of  250,  one  had 
swam  away,  and  two  had  died.  The  ge- 
neral average  of  deaths  did  not  exceed 
two  out  of  every  hundred. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  said,  that  not 
being  acquainted,  further  than  what  he 
had  heard  in  the  House,  with  the  nature 
or  particulars  of  the  case  then  under  con* 
sideration,  he  would  not  enter  at  any 
length  on  the  subject ;  but  he  could  not 
help  observing,  as  had  already  been  justly 
remarked  by  the  hon.  member  under  the 
gallery,  that  the  most  important  fadts  in 
the  petition  had  neither  been  contradicted 
nor  explained,  but  had  been  passed  over 
in  total  silence  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, as  if  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  Uie 
question.  The  risht  hon.  gentleman  who 
now  stood  forward  as  the  advocate  of  the 
noble  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  de- 
partment, could  not  deny  the  facts  that  had 
been  stated  to  the  House ;  and  not  only 
those,  but  others  connected  with  a  ship  that 
lately  sailed  from  this  country  to  Botany 
Bay.  An  inquiry,  it  was  true,  was  now  to 
be  instituted,  as  the  House  was  told ;  but 
that  inquiry  should  have  been  made  long 


the  hon.  gentleman.    On  board  the  Hulks    ago.    The  question  of  our  penal  code,  aa 
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he  had  met  with  a  person  whom  he  had 
known  before  in  Newgate.  Making  in  this 
way  an  extensive  acquaintance,  he  took  up 
.every  case  that  was  imposed  on  him, 
and  spared  no  pains  to  support  it,  and 
make  it  appear  entitled  to  attenticm. 

Lord  Gleransletf  said,  that  nothing  had 
fallen  from  the  nght  hon.  gentleman,  that 


relating  to  prison  abuses,  long  the  subject 
of  complaint,  had  lately  been  brought 
home  to  the  feelings  of  every  man  in  the 
country,  by  a  work*  written  by  an  honour- 
able member  of  that  House,  so  full  of 
profound  information,  of  such  great  abi^ 
lity,  of  such  chaste  and  commanding  elo- 
quence, as  to  give  that  House  and  the 


could  at  all  meet  the  charge  of  the  hon.  I  country  a  firmfassurance,  that  its  author 


member  for  Shrewsbury'.  It  should  be 
impressed  on  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  that  every  convict  sent  to  Botany 
Bay,  stood  the  country  in  80^.  After 
the  shocking  treatment  of  the  unhappy 
convicts,  described  by  the  hon.  gentleman, 
which  had  not  been  denied,  he  thought  it 
was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  House  to 
take  up  the  subject,  and  to  remedy. so 
shocking  a  practice. 

Mr.  Clive  said,  he  did  not  doubt  the 
correctness  of  the  statements  which  the ' 
hon.  member  had  made  from  his  own  ac- 
tual observation,  and  was  ready  to  admit 
tliat  he  had  taken  the  measure  of  the 
apartments  accurately  enough.   He  could 
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could  not  embark  in  any  undertaking 
which  would  not  reflect  equal  credit  upon 
himself  and  the  object  of  his  labours. 
[Hear,  hear].  At  a  time,  when  an  in- 
quiry was  about  to  be  proposed  by  the 
government  into  the  state  and  discipline 
of  prisons  on  land,  it  seemed  to  him  a 
matter  of  astonishment  that  an  effort  shoold 
be  made  to  stifle  inquiry,  and  to  pass  over 
in  utter  silence,  the  state  of  the  transport 
vessels  as  a  matter  unworthy  the  attention 
of  the  House*    Thus,  whilst  prisons  on 

*  Mr.  Fowell  Buxton^s  '*  Inouiry  whether 
Crime  and  Misery  are  producea  or  preventi4 
by  our  present  system  of  Prison  Diseipline.'' 
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■liora  were  to  be  inquired  into.  Bad  he 
boped  reforoaedy  priaons  at  sea— for  such 
he  would  call  the  convict  shipa— were  to 
be  pas^d  over  without  inouiry,  without 
notice,  though  the  criee  or  the  auffereca 
appealed  to  every  humane  fe^ng  of  man. 
Surely,  if  goveroment  metmi  to  interfere 
in  one  instances  they  could  not  tefuse  in*" 
qulry  and  redress  in  the  other;  for  the 
miseries  of  the  wretched  beings  were  nol 
more  acute,  or  more  severe  on  land,  than 
they  were  on  sea.  The  stateloeat  of 
his  hon«  firiepd— -a  stateibeot  which  iooaC 
have  distresittd  the  feelings  of  every.roan 
who  heard  it*-had  not  been  oentradtoted»i 
and  as  to  the  case  of  tbo  indiVidnnl  .whdaa 
|»etitkiQ  was.  now  before  .tlie. House,  ihd 
right  hon.  ge^lleman  had  conjtentedkiiv* 
self  with  atlaokingthe  chiuracfdr  of  that 
individaaL  He  was  then»  It  sedm^,  pu» 
nished,  boI  for  the  crime  of  ^bich  &e  had 
been  found  gmliy,  but  hd  bad.  been  po^ 
nished  on  suspicion  of  a  bad  character  (  if 
he  bad  not  laooured  under  this  auspioiooi 
it  was  clear  he  never  would  have  been 
tranqv)rted  to  Botany  Ba]^— he  woukl^iot 
have  been  seat  to  associate  with  theJowest 
and  most  wretched  of  maBkind—rbe  would 
not  endure  the  hardships  and  thesuflerinfls 
attendant^n  a  voyage  to  that  place.-*He 
would  now  observe  on  another,  subject, 
but  it  was  one  which  was  closely  connected 
with  the  question  before  the  House.  He 
had  lonj^  felt  and  lamented  the  imperfect 
atate  ofour  penal  cede :  it  cried  aloud  for 
amendment;  iaad  it  was  bis  intenti^  to 
have  made  a  distinct  proposition  to  the 
{louse  on  the  subject.  He  was,  however, 
prevented  from  doing  so,  findhig  tliat  no- 
tice had  been  given  of  an  iolenlion  io  iik^ 
atitute  an  inquiry,  on  the  part  of  mi* 
nisters.  He  had,  therefore^  hoped*  that 
the  question  would  have  been  taken  up 
on  an  enlarged  principle;  he  had  hoped 
that  ministers  intended  to  perform  that 
duty  which  diey  ovred  to  the  country^  by 
consideriQgi  on  an  enlarged  and  exten- 
sive /icale  the  present  system  of  punish- 
menu  He  had  hoped  that  the  akrming 
increase  of  crimen— that,  the  lessons  of 
experience,  that  the .  eyaknple  of  every 
^tber  oountryj  would  have  induced  go* 
vernment.4o'oon4ider  whether  the  present 
mode  was  airise  one,  But  if  he  had  been 
rightly  inibrpaed  of  what  bad  passed  in 
tile  Hpusa  J^irfbija  I^e  entered  it  this  even* 
ing,  he  feared  there  was  not  mudi  reason 
for  entertaining  those  hopes.  He  under- 
at06d  it  wa^  the  intention  of  a  noUelord, 

DOW  absent,  to  propose  the  aubjeci  to  the 
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eondderation  of  Ae  House ;  btit  from  \hk 
observation  of  the  right  hon.  gentlemalk 
on  the  other  side,  he  must  conclude  that 
this  great  questidn-— this  question  that 
pressed  so  heavily  upon  the  foelingis  of 
the  oountry*-«this  question,  upon  whoM 
side  humanity  had  enlisted  so  many  ad^ 
vocates-«^wi8  not  to  hove  the  benefit  of  a 
distinct  inquiry,  but  was  to  be  made  t 
land  of  inddentol  appendage  to  the  in^ 

Sniry  on  the  state  of  the  prisons.  He  fblt 
lat  nothing  could  result  from  that  mode 
but  disappointment  and  delusion.  He  wis 
impressea  with  the  magnitude  of  the  sub* 
ject ;  he  felt  that  it  demanded  a  separate 
and  soleita  inquiry ;  the  country  locked 
for  it ;  and  if  he  diid  not  redeive  a  satisfac* 
tory  answer,  he  shotdd  not  think  that  >  be 
had  discharged  bis  duty  if  he  did  not  -bring 
the  general  question  of  our  penal  code 
under  .tbe  immediate  attention  of  parUa^ 
meat. 

Mr.  Lam9on  waa  anxious  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  what  had  been  said.  The 
hen.  and  learned  gentleman,  who  spoke 
last,  had  asked,  why,  when  Uiere  was 
ittoh  a  strong  feeling  taroughoat  the  ooun*- 
try  in  favour  of  a  reformation  in  the  con* 
struction  and  discipline  of  prisons,  there* 
formation  was  not  to  be  extended  to  gaols 
at  sea?  fiot  there  was  this  material  dif- 
ference between  gaols  on  land  and  gaola 
at  sea-'-that  in  gaols  on  land  many  inno- 
cent men  might  be  confined,  but  in  those 
at  sea  none  but  the  guilty  were  confined^ 
In  the  same  manner,  the  hon.  jjentleman 
who  opened  theadbject,  had  mistaken  the 
cause  of  the  indignation  at  the  treatment 
of  the  persons  confined  in  slave  ship». 
The  reason  why  people  syoapathised  with 
the  shivea  was,  not  the  natore  of  the  ptt^ 
nishment,  but  beoause  they  were  iimo* 
cent.  But  what  analogy  could  there  be 
between  the  case  of  innocent  persons  and 
ednvictsf  Whywere  such  cases  compared 
unless  it  were  to  extite  impressions  which, 
though  favourable  to  the  crtminal,  would 
only  tend  to  lessen  the  terrors  of  the  law  ? 
If  the  punishment  of  death  was  to  be  abo^ 
lishedfor  certain  offences,  or  rendered 
leas  terrific,  recourse  should  certainly  be 
had  to  that  punishment,  which  in  point 
of  severity  was  the  next.  Generally 
speaking,  in  this  country  transportation 
was  so  cosidered,  but  would  gentlemen 
deem  it  prudent,  that  that  also  should  be 
abolished— that  punishment  altoeeCher 
should  be  at  an  end  ?  Disgusting  pictured 
of  B  prison,  either  oti  sea  or  lano,  #ere 
very  easily  to  be  drawn }  bet  be  would 


871  ^^^''^  if  Convict  Skips. 

mkf  f^the  sea  wlis  lo  t^rj  terrible  tagen* 
defflen  opposite  represented  it,  why  did 
great  tfnd  ndble  lorus  leave  their  splendid 
mansions  for  a  watering pbce  ?  Why  did 
they  undergo  all  the  difficulties  presented 
by  narrow  staircases  and  confined  rooms, 
if  the  frieshness  of  the  breeze  and  the  ex- 
cellence of  (he  air  did  not  invite  them  ? 
In  his  passage  ft'ora  Dover  to  Calais,  he 
had  withe{«Sed  scenes  quite  as  gross  as  any 
mentioned  by  thehon.  gentleman  opposite, 
although  hb  had  committed  no  sm— of 
course,  he  excepted  original  sin  [A 
laugh] .  He  thought  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  had  badly  re- 
plied to  the  observatiohs  of  the  right  hon. 
febtleman  respecting  the  character  of  Dr. 
[alloran,  in  what  he  said  as  to  his  being 
(fdoished  for  previous  bad  character,  and 
not  for  his  crime.  Judge  Buller  used  to 
punish  ^ith  more  severiiy  a  man  who  had 
a  good  character;  the  circumstance  of 
the  good  character  being  a  great  reason 
why  he  Ought  not  to  have  forfeited  that 

f^ood  charslcter.  But  now  we  thought  dif* 
ereotly.  Why  was  such  power  given  by 
the  legislature,  not  to  the  judges  only, 
but  to  common  country  magistrates,  of 
inflicting  various  degrees  of  punishment 
for  the  same  offence,  except  that  charac- 
ter was  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 
And  this  was  a  great  guard  to  virtue :  it 
made  a  man  not  consider  a  particular 
crime  only,  but  his  whole  conduct ;  as 
that  would  be  taken  into  consideration,  if 
he  should  be  found  guilty  of  anv  crime. 
He  had  only  to  observe,  if  death  was  to 
be  laid  aside  for  a  less  severe  punishment, 
that  of  transportation— >if  transportation 
was  to  be  rebdered  not  severe,  it  might 
induce  people  of  slender  incomes,  whose 
situations  were  not  very  comfortable  at 
home,  to  desire  such  a  means  of  removal 
to  another  country.  To  such  persons 
transportation  would  be  a  benefit,  and  a 
source  of  joy.  He  had  spoken  to  some 
of  those  persons  who  were  preparing  for 
a  journey  to  Portsmouthi  and  they  had 
very  facetiously  informed  him,  that  while 
the  great  and  affluent  were  visiting  foreign 
countries  at  considerable  cost,  they  were 
about  to'  take  a  very  interesting  tour  at 
the  king's  expense.  As  to  the  charge 
which  had  just  been  made  against  (he  noble 
tiecretary  for  the  home  department,  he 
could  not  think  it  at  all  made  out,  or 
beliere  it  for  a  moment,  especially  when 
he  cotisidared  the  many  unfounded  attacks 
which  had  been  so  firequently  made  against 
Chat  noble  lord. 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 
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I  Mr.  Buxlon  observed,.that  he  was  sorry 
at  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  geiitle- 
I  man  who  had  just  sat  down.  The  hon. 
gentleman  seemed  to  him  to  make  no  dis« 
tinction  between  a  trip  to  Botany  Bay  and. 
one  to  Brighton,  and  had  treated  a  subject 
of  very  serious  import  with  a  degree  of 
levity  which  he  must  term  indelicate,  if 
not  indecent.  The  question  was  one  of 
the  last  importance — one  that  must  ex*- 
cite  the  interest  of  every  man  who  Had 
an  understanding  to  comprehend,  or  a 
heart  to  feel  for  human  misery.  His  hon. 
friend  had  brought  forward  certain 
charges ;  and  how  were  they  met  ? — not 
by  a  denial  of  those  charges,  but  by 
saying,  indeed,  that  Dr.  Q'Halloran  had 
a  bad  character— -as  if  the  character  of 
Dr.  O'Halloran  was  to  be  a  bar  agiiinst 
inquiry.  It  had  been  asserted,  that  the 
regulations  with  regard  to  convict  ships 
were  now  precisely  what  they  always  had 
been.  Every  inquiry  should  be  made  on 
so  important  a  subject;  for  the  House 
could  not  be  better  occupied  than  in  at- 
tending to  the  amelioration  of  our  penal 
code. 

Mr.  Lovuon  said,  that  he  had  not  men- 
tioned Brighton.  His  object  waS  to*  state, 
that  passengers  between  Dover  and  Calais 
were  exposed  to  sea  miseries,  as  well  as 
those  who  were  transported  from  Ports'* 
mouth  to  Botany  Bay. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Harvey  stf  d,  that  he  should* 
at  any  time,  have  felt  Considerable  diffi- 
culty in  offering  himself  to  (he  notice  of 
that  House,  and  have  deemed  an  apology 
as  absolutely  necessary;  but  he  now  felt 
it  doubly  more  so,  when  a  question  of 
such  commanding  interest  was  the  topic 
of  discussion.  He  reffretted  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  should  have  expended  so 
much  sophistry,  and  misapplied  hilarity, 
when  the  interests  of  suffering  humanity 
were  the  subjects  before  the  House.  The( 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  quite  pleased! 
with  himself  at  the  notable  discovery 
which  he  had  made,  and  the  admirable 
distinctions  he  had  drawn,  between  marine 
and  land  prisons*  But  the  hon.  gentle- 
man at  the  same  time  forgot  another  very 
obvious  distinction,  namely,  that  although 
all  persons  confined  in  siea  prisons  had' 
been  previously  convicted  of  some  crime, 
still  tnat  all  sucfi  persons  we're  not  equally^ 
guilty,  nor  under  an  equal  sentences- 
some  being  only  for  seven  yeary^  whilst 
others  were  for  the  term  oi  their  natural 
lives.  Different  degrees  of  punishment 
stfoutd  be  admeasured  Co  different  shades' 

(H) 
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and  speciefl  of  crime,  if  punishment  were 
at  all  meant  to  be  beneficial  in  its  opera- 
tion. Desirous  as  he  always  felt  to  aid 
the  wretched,  and  amend  if  possible  their 
condition,  he  could  not  avoid  making  these 
few  remarks  on  a  speech  which  was  de- 
livered in  a  strain  of  jocularity  ill  suited 
to  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Robinson  admitted  the  gravity  and 
importance  of  the  subject,  but  he  thought 
it  had  been  brought  before  the  House  in  a 
manner  extremely  inconvenient,  and  ex- 
tremely unlikely  to  lead  to  any  useful 
result.  The  subject  of  transportation  was 
deserving  of  attention,  and  four  or  five 
years  ago  it  had  been  brought  before  the 
house  and  examined  before  a  committee. 
He  did  not  see  why  this  subject  should 
DOti  if  the  committee  to  be  moved  for  by 
his  noble  friend  should  be  appointed,  come 
before  that  committee  as  a  matter  of 
course:  he  therefore  objected  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  subject  was  now 
introducedt  as  being  neither  the  most 
convenienti  nor  the  best  calculated  to  pro- 
duce any  beneficial  result. 

Mr.  hennet  said : — Sir ;  before  the  peti- 
tion be  given  in,  I  have  one  or  two  words 
to  say.  My  hon.  friend  who  spoke  last  is 
not  correct  if  he  supposes  that  I  touched 
on  the  subject  of  the  law  respecting  traos- 

Eortation.  I  did  not  even  allude  to  it.  I 
eard,  some  years  since,  of  the  state  of 
transport  ships;  I  made  an  attempt  to 
get  on  board  one,  and  failed ;'  but  on  the 
ship  so  often  alluded  to  putting  back,  I 
embraced  the^opportunity,  and  at  much 
personal  inconvenience  m  coming  down 
from  the  country,  I  at  length  got  on 
board.  I  saw  the  situation  of  the  vessel. 
I  measured  with  my  own  hands,  in  this 
abode  of  vice  and  wretchedness,  the  spaces 
allotted  for  the  unhappy  sufferers.  I  made 
It  my  peculiar  care,  and  I  shall  ever,  I 
trust,  be  ready  to  lend  my  assistance  to 
the  unfortunate.  I  am  not  to  be  deterred 
from  the  path  of  duty  even  by  the  sneers 
of  the  rignt  hon.  gentleman  opposite.  It 
well  becomes  him— it  well  becomes  the 
panegyrist  of  men  who  never  take  any 
pains  to  serve  their  fellow  creatures --it 
well  becomes  the  supporter  of  a  govern' 
ment  that  never  lent  its  aid  to  correct 
abuses.  If  they  have  latterly  affected  a 
disposition  to  look  at  matters  that  so  long 
claimed  their  interference,  it  is  not  from 
choice — the  public  voice  of  the  conniry 
cried  aloud,  and  they  have,  I  verily  be- 
lieve, taken  up  the  subject  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  taxing  it  out  of  the  banda  of 
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men  who  are  honest  and  straight  forward 
in  their  endeavours.  Sir,  I  have  been  led 
away  by  the  unbecoming  sneers  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  which  are  more 
discreditable  to  the  person  who  used  them, 
than  to  the  person  to  whom  they  were 
applied ;  and  I  thus  notice  it,  to  convince 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  that  no  blow 
shall  be  directed  against  me  with  impunity. 
Sir,  my  object  in  rising  was,  to  state  the 
facts  which  I  am  in  possession  of«— testate 
that  300  human  beings  have  been  put  into 
cribs  five  and  a  half  feet  long  by  six  and 
a  half  feet  broad,  each  crib  containing  six 
persons.  I  know  not  how  others  may 
feel.  Sir,  but  I  can  never  think  of  it  with- 
out horror — I  can  never  speak  of  it  with- 
out shame ;  it  has,  however,  been  treated 
with  considerable  levity  by  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
It  is  strange  how  the  relation  of  human 
sufferings  can  be  treated  as  if  it  were  a 
mere  matter  of  joke.  He  has.  Sir,  thought 
fit  to  compare  a  trip  to  Calais  to  the  sad 
journey  of  these  unhappy  convicts— as  if 
the  long  dreary  passage  of  six  months,  over 
stormy  seas,  in  the  manner  I  have  attempted 
to  describe,  was  to  be  compared  to  a  two 
or  three  hours*  sail  from  Dover  to  Calais. 
In  that  description  I  really  see  nothing  to 
excite  this  unbecoming,  I  had  almost  said, 
this  indecent  gaiety.  I  am  not  the  advo- 
cate of  crime— but  I  wish  to  be  the  friend 
of  the  unfortunate;  they  are  human  beings 
like  ourselves — and  when  they  consider 
300  of  them  confined,  cooped  up,  penned 
in,  I  think  the  House  will  not  hesitate  to 
adopt  such  immediate  steps  as  will  remove 
a  practice  abhorrent  to  humanity,  and  dis- 
graceful to  the  British  name. 

Mr.  Bathurst  observed,  that  he  did  not 
think  it  a  very  strong  proof  of  the  hon. 
gentleman's  candour,  to  have  praised  the 
agent  of  the  noble  secretary,  whilst  he  so 
seriously  censured  the  head  of  the  home 
department.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
said,  that  ministers  had  taken  no  measures 
to  improve  the  condition  of  the  convicts, 
yet  he  had  given  credit  to  Mr.  Capper  fur 
the  best  management  of  the  hulxs.  To 
Mr.  Capper  that  department  had  been 
entrusted  by  the  noble  secretary.  Wlien 
the  agent  was  therefore  entitled  to  credit, 
was  there  no  credit  due  to  the  head  of 
the  department?  Had  the  .agent  been 
guilty  of  neglect,  would  not  the  noble  se- 
cretary have  received  all  the  blame  ? 

Mr.  Brousham  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  denied  the  statement, 
(hat  one  foot  six  inches  were  allowed  to  a 
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black  slave,  and  that  the  allowance  to  a 
convict  was  only  one  foot  one  inch. 

Mr.  Baihurst  said,  the  question  had 
come  forward  incidentally.  It  was  im- 
possible for  him  at  present  to  state  what 
the  dimensions  really  were,  it  was  not 
for  want  of  attention  that  he  had  not  no- 
ticed this  subject,  but  because  he  had  not 
the  means  of  knowing  what  the  circum- 
staoces  were. 

Mr.  Brougham  asked,  whether  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  knew  that  this  ^  ship  was 
fitted  out  exactly  as  other  convict  ships 
were  i 

Mr.  Baihurst  said,  he  had  no  reason  to 
think  otherwise.  It  was  commanded  by 
an  officer  in  his  majesty '9  service ;  that 
was  all  the  general  knowledge  he  had. 
He  should  endeavour  to  inform  himself  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  F.  Douglas  said,  it  had  been  stated 
by  his  hon.  friend,  that  the  space  allotted 
to  six  individuals  was  five  feet  and  a  half 
by  six  feet  and  a  half.  That  statement 
had  not  been  denied ;  but  the  right  hon. 
ffentleman  had  apologized  for  the  manner 
be  had  been  obliged  to  answer.  This 
showed  exactly  the  state  of  the  home  de- 
partment, where  information  could  not 
be  procured,  even  concerning  the  dreadful 
facts  which  had  so  deeply  affected  the 
House.  Honourable  testimony  had  been 
borne  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Capper: 
he  was  far  from  wishing  to  detract  from 
it ;  but  it  appeared  that  he  was  sent  down 
by  the  noble  secretary  of  state  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  ships.  Now, 
either  he  did  report,  or  he  did  not ; 
if  he  did,  why  was  not  the  necessary 
information  afforded  to  parliament?  If 
he  did  not  report,  he  had  failed  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty ;  but  this,  Mr. 
Douglas  said,  he  was  not  to  suppose  from 
the  character  of  the  man.  Then  of  course 
he  did  report ;  and  we  were  to  take  it  for 

granted,  because  it  had  not  been  denied, 
lat  three  hundred  human  beings  were 
penned  up  in  the  cabin  of  this  transport, 
and  that  to  every  six  of  them  was  allotted 
a  space  of  five  and  a  half  feet,  by  six  and 
a  half! 

Sir  Isaac  Coffin  animadverted,  in  very 
severe  terms,  on  the  system  at  present 
pursued  as  to  the  treatment  of  convicts 
on  board  ship  during  their  passage.  He 
had  known  convict  ships  sail  for  Botany 
Bay  in  such  a  crazy  state,  as  made  it  hardly 
possible  that  they  should  reach  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  in  safety.  It  was  an  un- 
questionable fact   that  the  surgeons   of 
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these  ships  were  paid  for  landing  the  con- 
victs alive.  The  prisoners  were  put  on 
board  these  transports  without  being  sup- 
plied with  those  necessaries  which  were 
usually  considered  indispensable  to  persons 
in  that  situation.  Medical  attendance,  in 
some  degree,  was  certainly  supplied ;  but 
it  was  to  be  considered,  that  in  many 
cases  the  administration  of  medicines 
must  be  of  little  avail,  .unless  there  was 
humanity  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
captain. 

Mr.  Bernal  rose  to  ask,  whether  the 
ship  in  question  had  yet  sailed,  or  whether 
she  remained  at  anchor  in  the  Downs,  or 
was  on  any  other  part  of  the  English 
coast?  For  he  conceived  this  to  be  a 
most  important  subject;  and  hoped  to 
God  that  the  members  of  that  House 
would  not  sleep  until  thev  had  taken 
such  proceedings  as  would  be  most 
likely  to  procure  the  detention  of  the 
vessel.  This  was  no  party  question. 
Common  humanity  required  some  inter- 
ference, and  he  trusted  every  member  of 
the  House,  if  it  should  appear  that  the 
vessel  had  not  yet  sailed,  would  pause,  and 
not  only  pause,  but  act  in  such  manner  as 
the  urgency  of  the  case  required. 

Mr.  Clive  said,  that  he  believed  the 
ship  had  sailed.  From  the  latest  accounts 
received  bv  him,  he  was  convinced  thai 
she  must  by  this  time  have  proceeded 
some  way  upon  her  voyage.  As  to  what 
had  been  said  of  the  treatment  of  con« 
victs,  he  had  only  to  observe,  that  this 
ship  was  fitted  out  and  conducted  in' the 
same  manner  as  every  preceding  ship. 

The  Petition  was  then  read:  It  pur- 
ported to  be  the  petition  of  Laurence 
Halloran,  doctor  of  divinitv,  and  sat  forth, 
**  That  the  petitioner,  after  having  de- 
voted a  large  portion  of  his  life  to  the 
service  of  his  country,  has  in  its  decline 
been  sentenced  to  seven  years  transport- 
ation on  the  sole  charge  of  having  de- 
frauded the  post  office  revenue  of  ten 
pence  upwards  of  two  years  ago,  hj  coun- 
tecfeiting  a  frank ;  that  this  conviction  is 
the  first  that  has  taken  place  under  the 
statute,  though  by  no  means  the  first 
trespass  that  has  been  discovered  against 
it  by  the  officers  of  that  department,  as 
the  petitioner  is  prepared  to  prove ;  that 
the  petitioner  has  already  suffered  an  im- 
prisonment of  six  months,  which  has  re- 
duced himself  and  numerous  young  fa- 
milv  to  extreme  indigence  and  distress, 
and  which  he  humbly  submits  to  the 
feelings  of  the  House  has  been  more  than 
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an  ^equate  puaisbment   for    the  only 
offence  that  has  been    legally  substan- 
tiated against  him ;  that  the  petitioner, 
though  in  a  state  of  severe  indisposition, 
was  forced  from  the  Alonzo  hospital  ship 
at  Woolwich,  in  an  open  boat,  to   the 
Baring  transport  at  Purfleet,  a  distance 
of  tea  miles*  on  the  30th  day  of  Novem- 
ber last)  to  th^e  imminent  hazard  of  his 
life ;  and  that  on  his  arrival  on  board  the 
Baring,  though  extremely  exhausted  and 
debilitated,  he  was  locked  up  for  nine- 
teen hours  without  any  kind  of  suste- 
nance, in  a    prisoh   cabin,    twelve  feet 
square*  with  a  privy  fused  by  a  hundred 
a,Dd  fifty  convicts  in  the  fore  part  of  the 
ship]  iijL  one  corner  of  it ;  that  in  a  few 
days  twenty  other  persons,  eighteen  of 
i)xejp  in  double  irpns,  were  consigned  to 
t))e  same  dungeon,  where  they  sleep  in 
cribs,  six  feet  anid  a  half  in  breadth  and 
five  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  into  each  of 
which  six  persons  are  crowded ;  that  the 
Heat  and  stench  arising  from  the  con?- 
pression  of  twenty-one    human    beings 
into  so  confined  a  space,  and  with  so 
loathsome  an  ajppendage  attached,  are, 
even  at  this  season,  almost  insupportable, 
and  extremely  injurious  to  health,  and  in 
a  warmer  climate  must  inevitably  lead  to 
the  extinction  of  existence  by  lingering 
torture ;  that  the  petitioner,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Friday  the  11th  day  of  December 
181 89  clearly  witnessed  the  commission 
of  a  detestable  and  unnatural  crime  by 
two  of  the  depraved  wretches  with  whom 
lie  has  been  associated,  and  who  were 
afterwards    distinctly  identified  by  Mr. 
William  Evison ;  that  the  petitioner  con- 
sidered it  his  duty  to  represent  this  abo- 
minable transaction  to  lord  viscount  Sid- 
mouth*  principal  secretary  of  state  for 
the  home  department,  to  I.  H.  Capper, 
esq.  the  superintendent  of  convicts,  and 
to  sir  Nathaniel  Conant,  principal  police 
magistrate  of  this    country;   but  that, 
after  the  lapse  of  a  month,  no  measures 
have  yet  been  adopted  for  bringing  the 
criminals  to  justice  for  this  enormous  and 
capital  ofience,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
petitioner  has  been  reproached  and  me- 
naced in  the  most  unmanly  manner  by 
Mr*  John  Lamb,  the  master  of  the  con- 
vict ship,  for  doing  what  he  felt  to  be  his 
duty  in  making  the  disclosure ;  the  peti- 
tioner therefore  most  humbly  prays,  that 
the  House  will  be  pleased  to  take  the 
hardships  of  bis  case,  and  the  severe  suf- 
ferings he  has  already  undergone  for  a 
t/espa$s  of  (he  ho^fcs)   no  very  serious 
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complexion,  into  their  candid  cooaiderao 
tion,  and  will  act  in  the  premises  in  such 
manner  as  to  the  wisdom  and  humanity 
of  the  House  may  appear  jjjost  expe- 
dient for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner  from 
his  present  horrible  situation.*' 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  it  was  highly  de- 
sirable that  the  whole  subject,  connected 
with  the  state  of  the  hulks,  and  the  fitting- 
up  of  the  convict  ships,  should  be  tho- 
roughly investigated.  H^  held  it  to  be 
utterly  impossible  that  any  one  committee 
could  perform  the  duties  which,  it  ap- 
peared, were  to  devolve  on  that,  of  the 
motion  for  the  appointjnent  of  which,  no- 
tice had  been  given.  The  duties  were 
multifarious*  the  papers  and  documents 
that  were  to  be  examined  ei^peedingly 
numerous*  and  the  subject  of  so  compre- 
hensive a  nature*  as  to  demand  a  most 
minute  scrutiny.  He  meant,  tliereforey 
on  a  future  dav,  to  give  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion on  the  subject  of  transportation  ge- 
nerally. Of  Dr.  Halloran  he  kn/ew  no- 
thing ;  for  him  he  cherished  no  particular 
feeling  of  compassion ;  but  be  was  deeply 
interested  for  the  miseries  pf  those  un- 
happy creatures  wh.o  were  suffering  under 
the  sentence  of  the  law.  If  the  ship  ia 
question  had  not  sailed  from  tlie  DownSji 
and  it  was  probable  that  it  had  not,  as  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  on  hoard*  oqi 
the  22nd,  he  hoped  and  trusted*  that  go- 
vernment would  give  immediate  orders 
that  she  should  be  stopped. 

The  petition  was  oroered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Bakk  Restriction*]  The  Chancdhr 
of  the  Exchequer  mit  he  had  eiven  notice 
that  on  an  earlv  day  he  should  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  for  a 
short  period  the  restriction  on  cash  pay- 
ments. He  bad  now*  in  consequence  of 
a  communication  on  Friday  rooming  last* 
from  the  committee  of  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  England*  b^en  induced  to  take  a 
different  course*  as  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary that  the  motion  should  be  preceded 
by  a  committee  of  inquiry.  This  motion 
he  should  bring  forward  after  the  motion 
of  the  right  hon,  gentleman  opposite. 
The  committee  he  should  propose  would 
be  one  of  secrecy*  which  would  select 
from  the  information  which  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  it,  such  as  could  without  detrir 
ment  be  laid  before  the  Housq. 

Mr.  Tierney  congratulated  the  House 
that  any  kind  of  inquiry  had  been  agreed 
to  by  the  chanjCcUor  of  the  exchequer,  at 
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hfi  tbould  BOW  have  the  pleasure  of  ■eeine 
those  who  would  have  most  sturdily  voted 
against  i|ll  inquiry  if  he  had  proposed  it» 
as  cheerfully  voting  for  it.  He  should 
|iersevere«  however,  in  his  motion,  a^  he 
suspected  some  trick  was  in  contemplation, 
that  the  proposal  was  extorted  irom  the 
fears  of  a  weak  adn^inistratioo,  and  that 
the  inquicy»  manag^  as  it  was  to  be,  by  a 
secret  cpoiraittee,  would  be  of  no  service 
to  the  county. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
2uesdai/t  January  26. 

Cars  ot  His  Majesty's  Person 
BiLL.3  On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
aecond  reading  of  the  bill. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  that  he  had 
not  yesterday  thought  it  neceissary  to 
make  any  observations  on  this  measure, 
as  explained  by  the  noble  secretary  of 
atate,  nor,  as  he  understood  it  now,  had 
he  any  very  strong  objection  to  urge 
against  it.  Since  be  had  come  down  to 
thie  House,  he  had,  however,  perused  the 
bill,  and  there  was  a  part  of  it,  which,  for 
the  sake  of  propriety  afid  consistency  in 
their  lordsbips'  proceedings,  required  in 
Ills  mind  some  consideration.  He  was 
perfectly  willing  to  acknowledge,  on  the 
ground  of  parliament  having  recognized 
the  principle,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
that  the  care  of  the  king's  person  should 
be  separated  from  the  executive  govern- 
ment, that  the  trust  could  not  be  better 
disposed  of  than  it  was  by  this  bill.  But, 
besides  the  separation  of  the  trust,  the 
bill  involved  another  principle,  which  had, 
when  the  question  was  betbre  discussed, 
been  the  subject  of  much  objection  with 
many  noble  lords:  he  meant  the  esta* 
blishment  of  an  imperiutn  in  imperiof  by 
giving  to  the  person  who  had  the  care  of 
the  king's  person  an  extensive  patronage. 
It  was  then  strongly  contended,  that  no 
patronage  ought  to  accompany  the  trust, 
and  that  all  the  appointments  should  be 
made  by  the  executive  government.  With 
respect  to  this  point,  some  explanation 
was  necessary ;  for  it  appeared  that  their 
lordships  were  now  not  only  called  upon  to 
recognize  this  principle,  but  were  left 
wjthout  any  information  as  to  the  extent 
to  which  it  might  be  carried.  What  offices 
it  was  intend^  to  continue  on  the  Wind- 
sor establishment,  and  who  the  persons 
were  by  whom  those  offices  were  to  be 
filled,  djd  not  appear ;  but  it  appeared  on 
the  &ce  of  the  bill,  that  the  duke  of 
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York  was  to  have  the  power  of  nomiof* 
tion  and  removal,  with  respect  to  aU 
offices  on  that  establishment,  with  thf 
same  exceptions  which  existed  in  the 
case  of  the  queen,  and  which  he  thought 
were  very  properly  made.  It  was,  per- 
haps, intended  that  the  measure  for  fixing 
the  establishment  should  originate  in 
another  place ;  but  be  thought  that  their 
lordships  ought  not  to  pass  the  present 
bill,  until  they  ascertained  the  nature  of 
the  patronage  which  was  to  be  vested  in 
the  duke  of  York.  He  had  no  objection 
to  the  object  of  the  bill,  but  wished,  for 
the  sake  of  regularity  in  their  lordships' 
proceedings,  that  some  explanation  should 
be  givei|  on  the  point  to  which  he  h/^ 
alluded. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  had  no 
objection  to  give  the  explanation  which 
the  noble  lord  required.  The  noble  lord 
had  observed,  that  though  it  might  be  a 
question,  whether  it  was  expedient  to 
vest  the  executive  government  and  the 
care  of  the  king's  person  in  one  individual^ 
yet  that  the  principle  of  separation  being 
recognized  by  parlii^ment,  he  thought  the 
duke  of  York  a  very  proper  person  for 
the  trust  proposed  to  be  vested  in  hia 
Royal  Highness  by  this  bill.  Now,  if 
this  was  the  view  which  the  noble  lord 
took  of  the  subject— if  the  appointment 
made  by  the  bill  appeared  proper— it 
seemed  that  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
was,  that  all  the  patronage,  be  it  more  or 
less,  which  belonged  to  the  office,  ought 
to  be  vested  in  the  individual  named  in 
the  bill,  who  must  have  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  establishment.  The  question 
of  the  extent  of  the  establishment  was  at 
present  not  before  their  lordships ;  but  he 
had  no  difficulty  in  saying,  that  it  was 
under  consideration,  and  would  soon  be 
the  subject  of  a  proposition  in  another 
place.  It  was  intended,  that  the  esta- 
blishment should  undergo  a  reduction^ 
and  the  proposition  which  was  to  be  made 
would  be  founded  on  a  principle  of  re-' 
duction ;  but  as  to  the  details  of  that  re- 
duction, they  had  no  connexion  with  the 
present  bill.  They  would  come  first 
before  the  other  House,  and  would,  in 
the  usual  course  of  business,  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  their  lordships. 
In  the  mean  time,  all  that  he  contended 
for  was,  that  whatever  that  establishment 
might  be,  it  ought,  if  their  lordships 
agreed  to  the  present  bill,  to  be  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  duke  of  York. 

Lord  Holland  ssid,  he  could  not  accede 
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to  the  principle  so  broadly  laid  down  by 
the  noble  secretary  of  state,  that  all  the 
patronage  of  the  establishment  ought  to 
be  vested  in  the  person  to  irhoni  the  care 
of  the  king's  perbon  was  intrusted.    That 
principle  had  not  been  sanctioned  by  par- 
lament:   indeed,   precisely  an   opposite 
principle  had  been  established,  by  vesting 
patronage  in  others,  as  appeared  from  the 
cases  which  had  been  expressly  excepted. 
With  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  establish* 
ment,  he  was  one  of  those  who  never 
thought  its  maintenance  proper,  and  it 
would  be  for  the  noble  lord  hereafter  to 
explain  how  it  happened  that  reductions 
which  could  be  made  in  1819  were  totally 
impracticable  in  1818.    One  set  of  per- 
sons might  think  it  right  that  the  care  of 
the  king  s  person  should  be  separated  from 
the  executive  government ;  another  might 
be  of  opinion  that  this  was  not  right ; 
others  again,  who  thought  the  separation 
right,  might  still  desire  that  all  the  pa- 
tironage  should  be  vested  in  the  executive 
government.    If  it  should  be  the  opinion 
of  their  lordships  that  an  establishment 
ought  to  be  maintained  for  the  purposes 
of  splendor   or  comfort,    the    question 
whether  the  whole   patronage  of   that 
establishment  ought  to  be  vested  in  the 
hands  of  the  individual  to  whom  the  care 
of  the  king's  person  was  intrusted,  ought 
atill  to  remain  open  to  their  consideration. 
Here,  however,  they  were  pledging  them* 
selves  to  the  affirmative  of  that  question, 
by  dir^tly  recognizing  the  principle,  that 
the  whole  patronage  was  to  be  vested 
in  the  duke  of  York.    It  certainly  was 
not  probable,  supposing  the  nature  of  the 
establishment  to  be  such  as  he  could  ap- 
prove, that  he  should  object  to  the  patro- 
nage being  in  the  hands  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness; but  he  objected  to  the  course  taken 
with  respect  to  the  present  bill,  that  it 
was  an  irregular  and  inconvenient  mode 
of  proceeding.     Was  it  regular,  before 
their  lordships  were  informed  what  the 
nature  of  the  establishment  was  to  be,  te 
determine  that,  great  or  small,  the  patro- 
nage should  all  be  vested  in  one  individual  ? 
He  thought  it  would  be  much  better  to 
expunge  the  clause  which  contained  this 
provision,  and  insert  it  in  the  other  mea- 
sure which  was  to  originate  elsewhere. 
Their  lordships  would    then    have    the 
opportunity  of  considering  both  the  prin- 
ciple and  its  application,  when  the  other 
bill  should  come  before  them. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  conceived  that  the 
noble  lord  had  taken  an  erroneous  view  of 
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1  the  subject,  if  he  supposed  that  any  new 
question  could  now  arise.  No  difficulty 
could  possibly  arise  with  respect  to  the 
nature  of  the  establishment  in  contempla- 
tion, as  it  could  not  in  any  case  extend 
beyond  that  which  was  now  in  existence. 
If,  therefore,  the  noble  lord  was  prepared 
to  say  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
individual  named  in  the  bill  having  a 
certain  patronage,  he  already  knew  the 
full  extent  to  which  that  patronage  could 
be  carried.  If  it  should  be  the  opinion 
of  parliament  to  appoint  the  duke  of  York, 
he  thought  that  the  same  powers  which 
had  been  vested  in  her  majesty,  as  custos 
persome,  should  devolve  on  his  Royal  High-^ 
ness.  The  noble  lord  had  observed,  that' 
it  might  still  be  a  question,  whether  the  pa-  * 
tronage  of  the  establishment  ought  not  to 
be  vested  in  the  executive  government ; 
but  that  question  had  been  determined 
when  the  act  on  which  this  bill  was 
founded  passed.  He  presumed  that  their 
lordships  had  not  changed  their  opinion 
on  that  subject.  At  any  rate,  the  objec- 
tion  of  the  noble  lord  was  not  well  found- 
ed, since  he  already  knew  the  full  extent 
of  the  establishment,  and  had  been  in- 
formed that  a  reduction  was  to  be  pro- 
posed. Whatever  change  it  might  un- 
dergo would  only  have  the  effect  of 
making  it  less,  and  thereby  rendering  it 
more  consistent  with  the  views  which  the 
noble  lord  entertained  on  the  subject. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 
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TSiesdaj/i  January  26. 

Bank  of  England.]  Mr.  Grenfell 
said,  he  had  often  addressed  the  House 
on  the  subject  to  which  he  was  about  to 
allude — a  subject  of  deep  interest,  and 
one  which  demanded  all  the  wisdom  of  the 
House.  Notices  had  been  given  of  dif- 
ferent motions  since  the  opening  of  the 
session,  connected  with  the  question  he 
was  about  to  submit  ^to  their  considera- 
tion. The  first  was  from  his  right  hon. 
friend  (  Mr.  Tierney ),  the  second  from  the 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer; 
and  notice  had  been  given  by  an  non. 
and  learned  friend  of  his  (sir  J.  Mackin- 
tosh), on  the  subject  of  the  fabrication 
of  bank  notes — an  inquirv  of  deep  public 
interest  in  every  way  that  it  could  be 
considered — interesting  as  it  affected  na- 
tional'credit,  and  doubly  interesting  as 
it  affected  the  happiness,  the  character, 
and  the  morals  of  the  people.    It  would 
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be  of  course  extrerndTiU-timed  in  him  to 
enter  into  a  subject  which  happily  was  in 
the  hands  of  men  so  capable  of  treating  it 
.with  superior  knowledge  and  ability:  it  . 
was  not  his  intention.  The  only  object 
he  had  in  view  in  calling  the  attention  of 
parliament  to  the  subject  was,  to  show 
that  the  corporation  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had,  during  a  period  of  twenty«two 
years,  accumulated  an  enormous  mass  of 
wealth  at  the  expense  of  the  public,  with- 
out the  performance  of  any  public  service 
that  could  entitle  them  to  that  exclusive 
benefit— that  they  had  accumulated  wealth 
during  a  shorter  period,  and  to  a  greater 
amount,  than  any  body  of  men  had  been 
ever  able  to  do,  in  any  banking  or  com- 
morcial  country,  since  banking  or  com- 
merce had  been  established  in  the  world. 
The  first  great  benefit  this  corporation 
enjoye^  flowed  directly  from  the  Bank 
Restriction  bill,  an  act  which  was  first 
passed  in  the  year  1797,  and  from  that 
period  down  to  the  present,  the  Bank  had 
been  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  paying 
in  cash,  ;ind  had  therefore  been  exoner- 
ated from  the  performance  of  its  pecuniary 
engagements.  For  twenty-two  years, 
twenty-foUr  merchants  of  the  city  of 
London,  as  the  directors  of  this  corpora- 
tion, had,  without  check  and  without 
control,  the  unlimited  power  of  issuing  a 
forced  paper  currencjr  on  the  country, 
for  their  own  exclusive  benefit.  The 
public  did  not  participate  in  any  way  in 
the  advantage  derived  from  this  establish- 
ment ;  and  this  corporation,  uncontrolled 
and  unlimited,  had  the  power  of  issuing 
notes  to  any  amount,  without  any  expense 
to  them  but  the  trifling  expense  of  paper 
and  the  payment  of  their  clerks.  There 
was,  he  should  add,  one  other  item  in 
their  expenditure— one,  be  supposed,  of 
considerable  amount,  from  the  frequency 
of  the  case — he  meant  the  numerous 
prosecutions  carried  on  by  the  Bank, 
from  one  extremity  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
other,  against  those  unhappy  wretches  who 
were  almost  every  hour  brought  to  the 
bar  of  criminal  justice,  on  the  charge  of 
forging  notes.  This  practice  had  of  late 
years  been  carried  to  so  alarming  an  ex- 
tent, as  to  call  forth,  from  every  quarter, 
the  loudest  murmurs  of  disapprobation-— 
it  forced  itself  upon  the  attention  of  par- 
liament, and  demanded  an  immeaiate 
inquiry. — The  next  great  source  of  profit 
and  advantage  to  the  Bank  was  the  enor- 
mous extortions  which  they  had  commit- 
ted in  their  various  contracts  with  the 


goveroment.  By  means  of  their  exclusive 
credit,  the  corporation  of  the  Bank  had 
been  enabled  to  meet  th/e  wants  of  the 
minister,  but  they  had  done  so  on  terms 
enormous  and  highly  injurious  to  the 
country.  These  matters,  he  said,  had 
been  frequently  mentioned— they  have 
been  met  on  the  part  of  the  Bank,  some- 
times by  assertion,  often  in  silence,  and 
never  by  disproof.  He  concluded  by 
moving  for— 1.  **  Accounts  of  the  total 
weekly  amount  of  Bank  notes  and  Bank 
post  bills  in  circulation,  from  the  Ist  Jan. 

1818,  to  the  2^th  Jan.  1819.  2.  Of  the 
amount  of  Bank  notes  in  circulation  on 
the  7th  and  12th  of  each  month,  from 
Jan.  1818,  to  Jan.  1819,  both'  inclusive. 
3^  Of  the  highest  and  lowest  aggregate 
amount  of  bank  notes,  including  those  of 
every  kind,  at  any  one  time  in  circulation 
from  the  1st  Jan.  1818,  to  the  25th  of 
Jan.  1819,  both  days  inclusive.  4.  Of 
the  weekly  amount  of  bank  notes  in  cir- 
culation of  the  value  of  5L  and  less,  from 
the  Ist  Jan.  1818,  to  the  25th  of  Jan. 

1819,  both  inclusive.  5.  Of  the  market 
prices  of  standard  gold  in  bars,  of  Portu- 
gal gold  in  coin,  standard  silver  in  ban, 
and  Spanish  dollars,  or  pillar  pieces  of 
eight,  with  the  course  of  exchange  with 
Hamburgh,  Lisbon,  and  Paris,  from  the 
1st  Jan.  1818,  to  the  25th  Jan.  1819. 
6.  Of  the  balances  of  cash  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  on  the  Ist  and  15th 
days  of  each  month  between  the  1st  Jan. 
and  15th  December,  1818,  inclusive,  re- 
sulting from  payments  under  the  head  of 
customs,  and  of  all  other  branches  of  the 
public  revenue,  stating  the  average  ba- 
lances of  the  year,  made  up  from  the  said 
days.  7.  Of  the  balances  of  cash  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bank  of  England,  on  the  1st 
and  15th  days  of  each  month,  between  the 
Ist  Jan.  and  15th  Dec.  1818,  inclusive, 
resulting  from  the  postmaster-general's 
account  with  the  Bank,  stating  the  aveo- 
age  balance  of  the  year,  made  up  from 
the  said  days.  8.  Of  the  balances  of  cash 
in  the  hands  of  the  Bank  of  England  on 
the  Ist  and  15th  days  of  each  month  be- 
tween the  1st  Jan.  and  15th  Dec.  1818^ 
inclusive  belonging  to  the  diflerent  de^ 
partments  of  the  government,  including 
the  balfmces  of  the  accountaot-general  of 
the  court  of  chancery,  and  stating  the 
average  balance  of  the  year,  made  up 
from  the  said  days.  9.  Of  all  other  pub* 
lie  balances  not  particularly  specified  in 
the  three  preceding  accounts  with  tb9 
bank  of  England  on  the  Isi  Jan.  1819; 
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AttiDgaiahiog;  did  imbant  under  each 
h^  reftpecttvelvi  and  stating  the  aggre- 
gate amouttt  or  the  #hdle.  10.  Of  the 
total  amount  of  unclaimed  dividends,  in- 
dhidlbg  lottery  prises,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Bkok  on  the  Ist  and  15th  days  of  every 
month  in  the  year  1818  inclusive.  11.  Of 
the  Exchelquer  bills  and  Bank  notes  de- 
posited by  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  bank  of  En^and,  as  cash,  in  the  chests 
of  the  four  tellers  of  his  majesty's  receipt 
of  eseheqaer,  on  the  2bd  Jan.  1818,  and 
on  every,  28th  day  subsequent  to  that 
period,  down  to  the  1st  Jan.,  1819  ;  dis- 
tidguishing  the  amsrunt  of  all  such  Bank 
of  England  notes  as  exceeded  ih  value 
1,000/.  each^  known  ikt  the  Exchequer 
under  the  title  of  special  notes,  and 
stating  the  average  balances  of  the  jear, 
made  up  froitl  the  said  days.  12.  Of  all 
allowances  made  by  the  public,  to  the 
Bank,  or  charged  by  the  Bank  against  the 
poblicy  exclusive  of  the  charge  for  the 
management  of  the  public  debt,  for  trans- 
acting any  public  service  in  the  year  1818; 
describing  the  nature  of  the  services,  and 
the  amount  charged  thereon  in  the  said 
year,  and  including  the  sums  paid  to  the 
Bank  under  the  denominstion  of  Charges 
of  Management.  IS.  Of  the  advances 
made  by  the  Bank  of  England  to  govern- 
ment on  land  and  malt  exchequer  bills, 
and  all  other  securities,  on  the  10th  Jan. 
10th  April,  10th  July,  and  10th  Oct. 
1818,  and  on  the  10th  Jan.  1819.'* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  object  to 
the  production  of  the  accounts.  The 
information  they  contained  might  be  use- 
fully laid  before  the  House,  prepsratory 
to  the  discussion  which  was  to  take  place. 
With  regard  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  com- 
ments,  and  the  justness  of  the  inferences 
which  he  had  drawn,  a  better  opportunity 
would  soon  present  itself  for  the  consi- 
derstion  of  them. 

The  motions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Committee  of  Supply.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  having  moved  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  house  resolving 
ftielf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

Sir  Robert  WiUon  rose,  and  addressed 
^e  house  nearly  as  follows :— An  impe- 
rative sOAise  of  duty  could  alone  prevail 
over  a  variety  of  persona!  considerations, 
mA  thtfie  feeling^  irhieh  a  new  member 
must  suflSbr  firttnr,  irho  presumes  to  address, 
ffSt  the  first  tiniei  a  house  so  replete  with 
tileiML    ImiiMi  therefiBrei  throw  myself 
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#n  the  favour  of  llie  faolise»  atod  trust  it 
will  extend  that  iridulgdhoe  to  til«i  #hioh 
it  has  so  kindljr  granted  to  others  whosis 
abilities  stood  sb  inuch  less  in  need  bf  It. 
•i— I  am  afraid  that  I  shall  not  obtain  the 
approbatibn  of  many  of  my  own  friends, 
and  certainly  shall  iiictir  the  severe  ani« 
madversion  of  those  who,  knowing  thb 
state  of  public  credit  and  the  dangera 
of  our  pai^er  systetti,  still  seek  to  protradt 
the  evil  day  till  they  may  h€  beyond  ibi& 
reach  of  its  consequences — a  conduct 
the  mbrd  criminal,  as  they  kno#  thb 
catastrophe  must  be  augmented  by  thb 
protraction.-^!  do  not,  Sir,  pretend  tl^ 
discuss  the  subject  of  finance,  as  a  pro- 
fessoi*  of  arithmetic — I  am  little  versed  \h 
that  branch  of  mathematics;  dor  do  I 
pestime  to  be  a  political  economist — I 
have  read,  like  most  members  of  the 
house,  many  of  the  best  writers  on  that 
subject,  find  particularly  the  work  of  a 
men^ber  of  this  house,  which  is  stated 
to  boj  by  competent  judges,  the  most  in- 
telligent that  has  appeared ;  bat,  Sir,  my 
studies  have  been  chiefiy  directed  to 
those  statistical  tables  which  represent 
real  life-!-to  the  books  of  the  poor-rate^ 
lists  df  bankrupts,  offenders,  debtors; 
original  population,  and  generally  to  that 
^g^^^S^^  catalogue  of  distress,  crime» 
and  discontent  which  pervades  this  coun- 
try, notwithstanding  this  house  has  been 
assured  by  ministers,  that  the  country 
was  enjoying  ^<  a  repose  of  calm  and 
peaceful  joy  and  gladness,"  language 
which  must  be  felt  by  the  community  to 
be  the  language  of  mockery.  Those 
studies  have  assured  me,  that  the  people 
eaii  no  longer  pay  the  taxes  imposed  on 
them  for  the  current  expenses  of  out 
establishments,  and  the  interest  of  that 
800,000  millions  of  debt  which  has  been 
Well  said  ebewhere,  represented  property 
we  once  had,  not  property  we  now  pos- 
sess :  That  they  cannot  pay  that  interest 
for  which  thehr  industry  has  been  mort- 
gaged, and  not  only  their  industry,  bu< 
that  of  their  children's  children,  to  the 
latest  period  of  this  country's  existence 
under  the  present  system,— a  mortgage^ 
so  severe,  that  every  thirty  years,  above 
1,800  lAillions  must  be  raised  from  thef 
people,  without  reducing  the  original 
debt  one  single  shilling.  I  know  it  will 
be  said,  tiiat  much  of  that  money  wilt 
return  to  the  country,  and  revolve  so  as> 
to  aflbrd  employment  ifnd  subsistence  tor 
the  labourer;  and  so  it  will ;  but  there  is 
^  great  difinrence  between  Ae  incodiei' 
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wbMh  flovt  4tract  from  originM  iourc^t 
through  p^tural  ch^naeUt  and  that  which 
pM«M  ihrough  the  iihforbing  strainers  of 
*  gev^nioient*  There  are  some  who  will 
0ay»  that  if  the  taxes  be  reduced, 
wages  will  fall  ia  proportioa;  but  our 
own  history,  and  what  is  passing  be- 
fore our  eyes  ia  France  ana  Aroericey 
ahoar  that  the  condition  of  the  people  is 
ioiproved  in  the  proportion  tbiit  taxes  are 
li^teaedf  and  fiscal  Jaws  do  not  interfere 
wi^  the  settlement  of  natural  prioes.  In 
one  cas^  die  body  politic  presents  a 
obeerittl  healthy  /ippearancov  full  of  all  the 
energies  of  life ;  in  the  other,  a  body  weak 
and  emaciated,  with  diseased  and  awoln 
limbi.  Adam  Smith  has  said«  that  a 
country  was  poor  or  rich,  aa  the  commu- 
nity enjoyed  emusementSy  comforts,  and 
the  neoessariee  of  lifia.  How  poor  then 
must  be  this  ceuntry,  where  the  poor 
.eannotf  by  their  industry,  command  even 
subsistence,  ea  is  proved  by  the  eight 
Jivllions  of  annual  poor-rates  levied  for 
tfieir  additional  support.  Another  writer, 
who  has  iUuminatea  tbe  obscurity  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  by  tbe  lights  of  philoso- 
phy and  truth,  imd  conferred  honour  on 
the  present  by  the  apt? it  of  freedom  and 
beoefolenoe  whinb  la  diffuaed  through 
his  work,  aoknowledges  that  be  is  obliged 
to  draw  the  painful  oQnclusiqn  of  the  ac- 
tual poor  .being  in  a  deteriorated  condi- 
tion*  He  moSben  partly  this  deteriora- 
tion io  an*  ipcceese  of  population,  and  a 
disproportionate  increase  of  the  fcuita  of 
the  earth ;  but  many  pretend  that  ngvoul- 
ture  .andfKipiilation  baTO  kept  dueprp- 
poctions,  and  ilhat  at  all  events,  tbe  efie^t 
ttwJA  he  but  paatial.  AniHher  writer, 
whom  I  have  no  jigbt  to  panegyriae,  has 
indeed  been  the  true  prophet.  He  has 
eeen  years  ngo  thcongh  a  finance  telescope 
events  which  wese  not  anticipated  by 
Atbeni«  My  oam  convlotioo*  thsn,  is,  that 
this  present  jniniiters  have  buougbt  the 
country  inte  that  state,  as  not  to  asafce  it 
M  otQectt  nhether  the  Bonk  con  pay  or 
liot  in  cash  the  -notes  <wbich  it  has  issued 
nn  iis  own  acoount,  but  how  the  insol- 
vancy  of  the  country  can  best  be  met 
withotit,rqin  Io  eirecy  capitalist,  and  danger 
to  all  the  mdating  inatitutiona  of  the  coun- 
tiv.  ity  own  bdief  is,  that  all  capitalists 
or  every  deaoription  mustconsentftofreat 
aaorifices;  but  God  forbid  these  sacrifices 
abould  be  made  whilst  .those  men  wsxe 
flteinaatering  our  eflSufs,  who  brought 
this  CQMtrjr  into  this  stale  of  calamity ! 
i<Kbcibnl  la  madman  •r  gn  idiot  would.ps^ 
(yOL.XXZIX.> 


the  debts  of  a  professed  gambler  or  spend- 
thriA,  to  prevent  further  embarrassment  i 
Why,  if  these  ministers  coujd  make  moce 
loans  in  consequence  of  re-established 
public  credit,  the  whole  system  of  profli- 
gate expenditure  would  be  revived.  We 
should  see  an  armament  sent  to  America, 
not  to  redress  presumed  outrages  against 
justice,  but  to  extirpate  republican  estf- 
bljshments,— another  sent  to  India,  not  to 
take  a  single  rood  of  ground  in  a  country 
where  we  never  showed  a  spirit  of  aggran- 
disement, usurpation,  or  avarice,  but  |o 
subdue  all  independent  states,  collect  sjl 
revenues,  and  occupy  f  11  territory  between 
the  Indus  and  the  Caspian  ;.-*another  army 
would  be  sent  to  France  to  teach  a  morii 
lesson  to  the  French  ministers  for  b^SLlng 
the  plans  and  rejecting  the  catechism  of 
the  noly  alliance ;  and  if  Europe,  Afia, 
Africa,  and  America  did  not  provide  em- 
ployment enough  for  our  men  and  money, 
our  enterprising  navigators  might  then 
have  diacovered  some  territories  in  the 
PoJer  Bi^in  to  be  «B^anured  with  our  blood 
andtreesure*  But  even  i{  those  honojuurable 
friends  of  mine  were  in  office,  who  gjK^e 
the  splendid  .ejcample  of  resigning  place 
and  emolument,  rather  than  abandon  or 
(y)quette  with  a  measure  of  great  vital  in* 
terest ;  who^  had  they  remained  in  ofBca, 
would  have  saved  the  country  from  many 
nnnual  millions  of  taxes,  for  which  militar|r 
glory  is  but  a  sorry  compensation;  forwm 
nation,  civilised  or  barbarovi,  has  not  had 
thatdav  of  glory?  and  wliich  carried  to 
Oixcess  has  not  been  ruined  by  it?  If  those 
,8|jenwereinoffice,whowouldbavesavedUie 
.country  from  unoonetitutional  alien  bilb 
lawlessly  enforced,  from  infamous  suspen- 
sion bills,  and  no  less  infamous  indemnity 
bills,  from  spies  and  informers,  and  thedia- 
grace  of  having  them  eulogiied  in  tUs 
oQuse  and^acJmowledged  tm  associated 
pgrtners  of  tbegovemment;—-iwho,in  short, 
would  have  saved  it  from  all  the  acts  whidi 
ministers  have  criminally  done,  and  cnmi* 
nally  left  undone— not  even  to  these  hon* 
gentlemen  would  I  give,  or  rather  leave, 
the  power  of  mortgaging  the  people's  in* 
dustiy,  by  making  .previously  frei%  sacri- 
fices, to  restore  public  credit.  These 
sacrificea  should  only  be  made  when  ihem 
was  the  security  of  a  reformed  parli** 
ment ;  a  parliament,  the  duration  of  which 
should  not  exceed  the  duration  of  that 
term  prescribed  by  the  Revolution  of  1688 
— a  parliament  raconstrnctod  bj^anatianal 
extension  of  the  elective icaBohiae;  whioli 
tfbpold.not  present  tbe  teno-comic 
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which  was  exhibited  in  this  House,  when  I 
the  inembers  of  a  certain  county  were 
sumcnoned  to  the  table— which  should 
restore  to  Scotland  the  rights  and  advan- 
tages of  the  representative  system,  and 
by  diminution  of  election  expenses  and 
other  regulations,  should,  in  the  fair  legal 
sense  of  the  term,  be  a  full  and  free  re- 
presentation of  the  people.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, vote  for  the  proposed  motion  of  my 
right  hon.  friend,  when  it  is  brought  for- 
ward ;  for  I  think  inquiry  is  useful^  and 
f  hat  the  public  not  only  expects  it,  but 
have  a  right  to  demand  it.  I  also- wish  as 
early  as  possible  to  see  a  remedy  applied 
to  that  paper  system  which  impoverishes 
the  people,  generates  crime,  and  is  to  be 
as  it  appears  maintained  by  pernicious 
examples  of  sanguinary  punishment,  not- 
withstanding the  adverse  feeling  of  the 
nation;  and  in  which  feeling  I  must  affirm, 
aAer  the  letter  read  in  this  house  the  first 
day  of  the  session",  the  regent  himself 
participated.  I  shall  however  not  oppose 
the  supplies ;  I  have  no  wish  to  embarrass 
his  majesty's  government  by  that  measure. 
I  only  hope  some  member  better  qualified 
will  take  up  the  subject  I  have  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  house. 

Lord  Gleravdey  said,  he  did  not  rise  to 
quarrel  with  the  hon.  knighr  for  the  ex- 
pression of  his  political  sentiments,  though 
he  must  dissent  •  from  his  statement  of 
what  he  called  facts.  The  hon.  knight 
asserted,  the  amount  of  the  national  debt 
to  be  eight  hundred  millions.  In  making 
this  calculation  he  seemed  entirely  to 
have  forgotten,  that  tbe  redeemed  part 
had  reduced  the  debt  to  five  or  six  hun- 
dred millions.  The  hon.-  member  wished 
most  un&irly  to  throw  an  odium  and  a 
burthen  on  government  which  they  had 
•no'right  to  be  called  upon  to  bear.  How 
was  it  possible  for  them  to^  avoid  the  ex- 
•penditure  which  was  complained  of, 
'when  they  were  imperatively  called  upon 
to  make  those  great  exertions,  which 
had  ultimately  established  the  glory  of 
the  country  and  the  peace  f of  the  world  ? 
Had  the  income  tax  been  continued 
m  few  years  lonser,  the  embarrass- 
ments now  so  loudly  declaimed  against, 
would  have  been  by  tbia  tine  piit  upon  a 
diflereni  footing. 

The  houae  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  Supply. 

Dr..  Halloran's  Petition— Statx 
m  GoMvicT  Ships.]  Sir  T.  B.  Mwrtm 
f^xpessed  his  regret   that  be    was  not 
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present  last  nieht,  when  an  hon.*  meirf* 
ber    opposite    had   presented  a  petitiioai 
from    a   certain   convict,    styled   doctdr 
O'Halloran.    The  statements  in  that  pe- 
tition, and  in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  mem« 
ber  who  presented  it,  had,  he  understood 
made  a  great  impression  upon  the  House, 
and  he' hoped  that,  as  being  at  the  head 
of  the  department  of  the  transport  board 
that  regulated  the  vessels  in  which  con- 
victs were  embarked,  he  would  be  allowed 
that  opportunity  of  removing  the  wrong' 
impression  which  he  understood  was  made' 
on  the  House  last  night.    The  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  animadverted  with  great  force 
upon  the  mortality  which  he  described  as 
characterising  the  mode  in  whrch  convicta 
were  conveyed  to  Botany  Bay.    Now,  so 
far  from  this  being  the  fact,  he  held  in  hia 
hand  a  document,  which  altogether  refuted 
this  statement,  and  he  remembered,  long 
before  the  last  convicts  were  shipped,  to 
have  mentioned  the  fact  to  lord  Melville, 
with  much-  satisfaction,  as  it  redounded  to 
the    credit  of  the  whole  arrangements 
under   the   superintendence  of  his  ov^ 
board.    Since  the  1st  of  January,  1816, 
6,409  convicts  had  been  shipped,  and  of 
this  number  only  53  had  died  on  the 
passage;   the    mortality  was,    therefore, 
only    at  the  rate  of  one  in    112.     If, 
as  the  hon.  gentleman  had  stated^  the 
convicts  were  stowed  and- crowded  toge- 
ther in  the  most  noxious  and  unwhole- 
some manner,  was  it  likely  that  such  ft 
state  of  health  would  have  been  preserved 
aa  the  statement  he  had  made  verified  f 
The  hon.  member  had  also  said,  that*kix 
convicts  were  crammed  into  a  apace  of 
six  feet  in  breadth  for  their  sleeping  bfrth. 
This  was  not  the  tact ;  for  the  space  allotted 
for  the  convicts  sleeping  birth  was  equal  in 
breadth,  for  each  man  to  that  assigned  to  the 
sailor,  or  soldier  on  board  the  same  vessel* 
It  was,  in  fact,  larger  than  that  allowed 
to  men  in  his  majesty's  service.    He  had 
himself,  when  at  sea,  been  very  well  sa- 
tisfied with  the  same  breadth,  and  he  had 
two  sons  ilow  who  made  no  complaint  of 
having  no  greater  sleeping  room  allowed 
them.    There  were  men  who  had  becfti 
forty-five  years  at  sea,  who  never  had  v 
greater  space  to  lie  in,  and  who  yet  en- 
joyed excellent  heahh.    He  would  now 
read  the  recent  returns  of  the  arrivals  m 
Botany  Bay,  which  would  set  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's statement  of  mortality   in   the 
convict  ships  at  rest :— Ivthe  Fame  traot* 
port,  with  fiOO  convicts,  only  tsvo  had  died ; 
in  the  Benaley,  200  convictSi  none  died. 
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^d  all  ftrrired  in  excelleDt  health;  in 
the  lord  Melville,  102  convicts,  three  had 
died,  and  the  convicta  on  their  arrival 
gave  a  public  acknowledgment  of  the  hu* 
mane  and  excellent  treatment  they  had 
received  on  the  voyaee;  the  Shipley, 
125  convicts,  none  died:  the  Armourer, 
180  convicts,  none  died;  the  Larkins, 
S50  convicts,  twodied ;  the  Lady  Castle- 
veagh,  SOO  convicts,  none  died ;  .the  Ba- 
tavia,  219  convicts,  one  died ;  .the  Nep* 
tone,  286  convicts,  none  died ;  the  Ba- 
ring, SOO  convicts,  one  died.  He  called 
en  the  House  to  recollect  that  it  was  of 
this  last  ship,  when  preparing  for  her  pre- 
sent voyage,  that  the  hon.  member  had 
apoken.  She  was  now  commanded  by 
toe  same  officers  and  surgeon,  as  on 
her  former  voyage,  and  he  believed  there 
never  were  men  of  more  humane  disposi- 
tions. The  surgeon.  Dr.  Reid,  had  been 
continued  in  the  ship,  at  the  recommen- 
dation of  sir  R.  Keats,  in  consequence  of 
Ills  acknowledged  skill  and  humanity. 
These  were  facts,  and  he  trusted  they 
furnished  a  aatisfactory  answer  to  the 
boo.  gentleman's  statements,  who  seemed 
to  have  taken  his  information  from  the 
convicts  without  refering  to  any  of 
the  officers  for  a  corroboration  of  what 
he  had  heard. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  that  after  what  had 
fidlen  from  the  hon.  gentleman,  he  hoped 
he  would  receive  the  indulgence  of  the 
house,  while  he  clearly  and  distinctly 
stated  the  authority  on  which   he  had 

given  his  statement  last  night.  He 
ttely  went  down  to  visit  the  two  trans- 
ports then  about  to  sail  with  convicts,  in 
0ne  of  them  he  understood  there  were  900 
men ;  in  the  other  440.  He  went  on  board 
one  of  them  in  consequence  of  a  commu- 
nication fi*om  Dr.  O'Ualloran*  The 
place  in  .which  he  saw  the  doctor  was  12 
feet  square^  and  21  persons,  he  was  told, 
were  stowed  in  it.  He  saw  three  persons 
Iving  in  one  of  the  cribs  which  he  had 
described,  and  they  told  him  that  three 
others  were  also  crammed  into  the  same 
sleeping  place.  Three  men,  who  stood 
by,  avowed  that  they  were  the  persons 
woo  slept  in  this  contracted  space.  He 
was  glad,  indeed,  to  find  that  this  informa- 
tion was  not  correct :  but  he  was  told  he 
ahouldhavegone  to  the  captain  for  informa- 
ation;  he  meant  to  have  had  the  statement 
of  the  captain,  in  the  presence  of  the 
iconvicts,  but  the  bustle  of  getting  water 
on  deck  and  preparing  for  sea,  prevented 
l^i  baving  the  means  of  procuring  infor- 


mation 'from  that  source.  He  had  com- 
plained to  the  captain  of  the  offensive  and 
noxious  state  of  the  lower  part  of  the  ves- 
sel in  which  such  a  number  of  poor 
wretches  were  confined,  and  the  captain 
informed  him,  that  4tt  soon  as  he  got  to 
sea,  he  would  have  the  means  of  cleansing 
that  part  of  the  ship  from  the  filth  which 
covered  it.  The  captain  implored  him 
not  to  leave  the  ship  under  the  impression 
that  the  convicts  alone  were  crowded  to 
excess,  "  Go,"  said  he,  <*  into  my  cabin, 
and  see  how  we  are  crowded---go  to 
where  the  passengers  are  placed,  and  see 
how  they  fare-*^o  among;  thd  sailors  and 
soldiers,  and  see  if  the  v  are  not  as  bad  off 
as  the  rest."  This  showed  the  crowded 
state  of  the  vessel,  and  the  consequent 
sufferings  which  poor  wretches  must  en« 
dure,  who  were  unused  .to  a  sea  life. 
What  he  had  said  last  night,  respecting 
th^  mortality  on  board  the  Surrey,  re- 
mained uncontradicted.  She  had  lost  50 
(one  founth  of  her  number^  in  crossing 
the  Hue.  It  was  said,  that  tuese  unfortu- 
nate men  had  the  same  space  allotted  to 
them  as  the  soldiers  and  the  sailon,  but 
was  there  not  this  difference  in  the 
situation  of  these  paities  that  the  sol- 
diers and  sailors  could  go  up  at  night 
on  deck|  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  be- 
low, in  warm  latitudes  ?  The  wretchedcon- 
vict  could  claim  no  such  indulgence,  but 
must  remain  in  the  crowd  below,  exposed 
to  all  the  sofferiogs  of  such  a  situation. 
He  was  not  surprised  to  hear  that  men  in 
such  a  situation,  rushed  in  despair  u|ion 
death,  in  the  attempt  to  extricate  them- 
selves from  so  cruel  a  bondsge.  He  had 
been  himself,  when  in  the  army,  on  board 
a  transport  in  a  warm  latitude,  and  be 
could  feel  what  must  be  the  situation  of 
beings,  who  had  no  alternative  but  to  re-* 
main  locked  up  below,  inhaling  the 
effluvia  of  such  a  situation.  For  his  own 
part  he  had  only  to  sinr,  that  in  this,  or 
any  other  transaction  of  a  similar  kind,  in 
which  he  took  a  part,  heaven  knew  be 
had  no  other  object  upon  earth,  in  pub- 
licly mentioninjg  the  circumstance,  than 
an  earnest  desire  to  expose  and  prevent 
the  infliction  4)f  unnecessary  cruelty.  ^  He 
never  had  or  could  have,  but  one  object, 
and  that  was  to  attempt,  so  far  as  in  the 
short  life  of  man  could  be  attempted,  to 
diminish  the  sum  of  human  misery.  [Loud 
cries  of  *^  Hear,  hear! "] 

.Sir  T.  B.  Martin  observed,  that  half  a 
ton  more  than  was  Visually  allowed  to  scrf- 
diers  and  sailorsj  was  allowed  to  copvictSt 
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in  the  arrangements  as  to  their  convey- 
iknoe,  in  order  that  their  accomoiodation 
might  be  attended  to.  There  were  means 
of  ventilation  also  adopted ;  and  he  begged 
leaye  to  read  an  extract  from  one  of  the 
last  letters  which  had  been  received  from 
Botany  Bay.  The  extract  went  in  fact 
to  state*  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of 
some  of  the  convicts  to  their  captain  for 
his  unwearied  assiduity  to  Uieir  comfortSi 
and  the  peculiar  concern  which  had  been 
manifested  towards  their  health. 

*  Sir  Isaac  Ojfffln  said,  that  he  last  night, 
from  the  statement  of  the  hon.  member, 
|>ronounoed  the  treatment  of  these  convicts 
as  being  most  scandalous.  He  had  ^one 
to  the  navy  board  this  morning  to  niake 
inquiries  into  the  truth  of  the  statement, 
end  the  result  of  his  inquiries,  wA^,  that 
the  hon.  member  had  been  imposed  upon. 
In  candour,  therefore,  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  withdraw  the  expressions  h6 
bad,  used  last  night,  and  to  express 
his  belief,  from  the  information  he  had 
aince  received,  that  the  convicts  were  as 
weU  treated  as  was  consistent  with  the  si* 
tuation  of  such  persons. 


Pttitionjrvm  L^ndott, 
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PjBTITtOK  FROM  LoKDON,  COMPLAIN- 
ING OF  TAX  Criminal  Law.]  Lord 
Holland  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  peti- 
tion from  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen  and 
commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in  com- 
mon council  assembled,  relating  to  the 
present  state  of  the  criminal  law  of  the 
country,  which  was  evidently  deserving 
of  the  most  .anxious  attention  of  their 
lordships,  it  being  a  subject  that  loudly 
called  tor  legislative  cobstdefation.  The 
petition  did  not  come  from  visionaries,  or 
merely  speculative  men,  but  from  men  of 
business,  men  immersed  in  the  commerce 
of  London,  and  in  the  every  day  habit  of 
attending  to  those  subjects  which  must 
be  materially  Involved  in  any  eonsidera- 
tion  <tf  the  criminal  law  of  the  country. 
Amongst  thole  dso  who  petitioned  wer« 
men  1^0  formed  an  important  part  of  the 
manstracy  of  the  country,  and  who  were 
in  the  constant  pt«etice  of  those  duties 
which  were  essentially  connected  with 
the  administration  of  the  laws.  These 
coosiderationa  more  peeuiitftity  ttB)(Mkred 
the  |)etition  deserving  of  thei^  lordnhips 
'considenlion.  That  the  subject  itself 
was  one  of  the  greatest  importance  eould 
•oaraely  admit  of  a  doubt ;  nor  couM  he 


imaging  any  reason  why  they  shoifld  ^os 
enttr  into  the  consideration  of  the  crimi- 
nal code,  with  a  view  to  render  it  more 
consonant  to  the  general  feelings,  unless 
they  were  to  deem  that  a  vidid  argument, 
which  was,  in  troth,  a  most  whimsioal 
one,  namely,  that  the  code  was  to  be 
upheld  by  the  continual  breach  of  its 
enactments-^which  was  the  every  day 
practice.  The  petition  truly  stated  tfcw 
reluctance  of  pcDsecutors  to  come  for<* 
ward,  of  jurymen  to  convict,  and  of 
judges  to  punish  to  the  extent  of  tlie  ]aw« 
And  could  it  be  for  a  moment  contended, 
that  the  mere  terror  of  punishments  which 
mrere  rarely  inflicted  could  have  any  effect 
In  preventing  the  commission  of  crimes? 
Did  not,  00  the  oontrary,  the  darming 
increase  of  oiiences  prove  the  uher  use- 
lessoess  of  continuing  punishments  of 
whiifb  the  state  of  the  public  feeling  did 
not  allow  the  application?  He  wu 
aware,  that  a  reflirence  by  analogy  to  the 
praotice  of  other  countries  wm  net  aU 
«ta}'S  a  wholesome  argument  { bat  he  might 
be  allowed,  with  regard  to  the  present 
tnbject,  to  observe,  that  in  a  neighbouring 
country,  France,  previous  to  the  revolo^ 
tion  (the  horrofS  and  bloodshed  of  whieh 
were  so  often  lamented  by  persons  who 
forgot  to  notice  the  great  amelioration  in 
the  dbndition  of  the  people,  and  the  Im- 
provement of  their  taorm  stste  in  conse-* 
quertoe  of  that  event),  the  punishment  by 
law  for  the  minor  oimnce  of  stealmg  in  a 
dwellfaig-house  wm  death,  and  that  death 
aggravated  by  the  tonnetot  of  the  rack. 
The  effect  of  this  severity  of  ploniahmetts 
was,  that  the  masters,  acting  with  that 
humanity  which  became  them,  wouM  not 
prosecute  servants  fdt  stealing  Iheir  pro^ 
perty ;  and  the  consequence  of  this  was, 
that  in  scarcely  any  house  in  Fkanoe  was 
there  any  security  for  property.  Eithor 
by  the  eonsUtuent  assembly  or  the  iia« 
tional  convention  this  law  was  slKilished» 
and  a  comparitively  light  punishment 
substituted,  which  iinprovement  of  the 
law  had  b«en  ttmnafbrtetl  to  the  Codo 
Napoleon,  and  still  remahied  a  part  of 
the  law  of  Prance.  WhAt  had  boon  tho 
consequence  ?  PMtons  who  wbuld  have 
before  shrunk  with  horror  from  prodsent* 
ing  servants  for  theft,  hai  sinco  done  it 
without  reluctance:  and  the  oftnee  of 
HmMng  in  a  dweMng  beose  wis  wm 
scAree^  known  thro<ig&)ut  hmioe.  This 
wte  a  strikhig  eaampie  of  ttta  efltecy  of 
substitutikig  mild  bat  certain  punishmants, 
for  those  of  a  severe  or  sanguinary  vha« 
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meter;  which,  from  the  circonigtaoce  of 
their  being  to,  were  teldoin  inflicted.  In 
moving  that  this  petition  should  lie  upon 
the  table,  be  eertainly  did  not  mean  to 
take  up  the  subject  to  whiob  it  referred 
fbr  the  purpose  of  pressing  it  upon  the 
coasidentlon  of  the  House*  Tne  task 
had  fidlen  into  abler  hands.  He  trusted, 
however,  that  no  long  period  would 
elapse,  before  some  eiFectual  steps  would 
be  taken,  not  for  the  purpose  of  rashly 
ionoTating,  but  in  order  to  make  those 
practical  reforms  in  our  criminal  code 
which  the  state  of  the  public  feeling  un- 
doubtedly cidled  for ;  and  that  we  should 
BO  longer  be  left  to  protect  our  property 
with  weapons  which  we  could  not  and 
durst  not  use.— -His  lordship  then  pre- 
sented the  petition,  which  was  read  by 
die  clerk  at  the  table,  and  was  couched 
hi  the  same  terms  as  the  one  presented  to 
the  Commons,  and  which  will  be  found  at 
p.  81. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  peti- 
tion, or  making  any  objection  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  so  important  a  subiect,  when  it 
should  come  before  the  House.  The 
present,  however,  was  not  the  time  for 
discussion,  nor  did  he  mean  to  enter  Into 
H.  Were  he  to  say  any  thing  upon  such 
i  question,  it  would  be  necessary  to  tey  a 
great  deal.  He  wished,  therefore,  to 
refer  it  to  another  opportuBity.  What 
he  wished  to  call  their  lordships  attention 
to  now  was,  a  mere  matter  of  fact.  Upon 
such  a  subject  it  was  necessary  to  know 
how  fects  stood.  It  was  necessary  to 
consider  how  fer  the  increase  of  crimes 
might  have  arisen  in  the  last  and  preced- 
ing years,  in  consequence  of  the  transition 
from  war  to  peaces  and  the  circumstances 
naturally  attending  such  a  change.  They 
should  look  to  former  corresponding  pe- 
riods of  war  and  peace,  to  know  whetfier 
the  same  effects  followed  from  the  same 
causes.  There  was  certainly  no  period 
in  their  history  completely  analogous  to 
the  present.  There  was  no  preceding 
war  m  which  the  military  and  naval  esta- 
blishments were  so  large.  This  was  to 
be  home  in  mhid,  when  computing  how 
for  the  same  changes  arose  from  the  same 
causes  in  other  periods.  Documents 
quite  satisfactory  could  not.  It  was  true, 
be  consulted,  for  until  within  a  few  years 
Bo  general  return  wHs  made  of  convic- 
tions and  puolshments.  It  was  in  1805, 
when  he  had  the  honour  df  being  secretary 
for  the  home  department,  that  such  re* 


turns  were  first  made,  and  they  were 
afterwards  regularly  transmitted  by  all 
the  judges  to  the.  home  office.  Though 
there  was  not  previously  any  information 
of  this  kind  respecting  the  country  at 
large,  it  might  be  had  with  respect  tb 
capital  convictions  and  punishments  with- 
in the  city  ni  London  since  the  year 
1749.  These  rettims  Included  the  worst 
species  of  crimes.  If  their  lordships 
looked  to  the  period  of  the  American 
war,  it  would  appeal  ditft  in  the  year 
I777>  the  capital  convictions  in  the  city 
of  London  were  6S ;  in  1778,  81 ;  in  1779, 
60.  It  wAs  remarkable,  that  the  increase 
of  capital  convictions  and  punishments  at 
that  period,  commenced  with  the  peace, 
and  went  on  progressively  increasitig  for 
a  few  years  after,  and  then  began  to 
diminish.  In  1 780  they  were  84 ;  in  1781 , 
90 ;  in  1782,  108 ;  in  1783, 175 ;  ih  1784, 
153 ;  in  1785.  151 ;  and  In  1788,  the  di- 
minution was  considerable.  For  the  four 
first  yeatv  after  the  peace,  the  greatest 
number  of  crimes,  compared  with  the 
smallest  number  during  the  war,  was  as 
three  to  one,  and  the  smallest  number  in 
the  same  period  after  the  peace,  as  com- 
pared to  the  greatest  during  the  war,  was 
as  two  to  one.  If  they  took  the  war  of 
1756,  they  Would  finu  the  same  result. 
In  1759,  the  capital  convictions  were  15 ; 
in  1760, 14;  in  1761,  22;  in  1762,  23; 
and  in  1765,  41.  He  did  not  state  these 
facts  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  from 
them  any  general  result,  or  with  a  view 
of  embarrassing  the  subject,  but,  while 
attending  to  the  fiu:ts  ot  the  petition,  it 
was  necessary  also  to  coftsider  how  far 
similar  causes  operated  at  various  periods 
of  the  same  nature.  When  the  subject 
came  under  dieir  lordships  consideration, 
it  would  be  worth  while  to  aftend  to  these 
flicts,  and  to  be  apprned  of  the  correct 
state  of  them. 

The  Marouis  of  Larudaame  said,  he 
did  not  rise  lot  the  purpose  of  prolonging 
the  discussion  under  the  present  drcum- 
stances.  It  was  a  most  important  sub- 
ject, and  he  should  be  glad  that  an  oppor- 
tunity were  given  of  taking  such  an  ex- 
tended view  of  it  as  that  alluded  to  by  the 
noble  earl.  The  principle  laid  down  by 
that  noble  earl  did  not  appear  to  him 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  late  extraor- 
dinary and  unprecedented  increase  of 
crimes.  It  did  not  by  any  means  ctmi- 
mence  with  the  peace,  out  went  on  pro- 
gressively, from  time  to  time,  during  the 
war  also.    Its  progress  was  not  therefore 
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to  be  looked  for  exclusively  in  the  transi- 
tioa  from  a  state  of  war  to  peace*  There 
were  other  circumstances  to  be  considered, 
though  he  was  not  now  prepared  to  state 
them ;  but  he  felt  conBdent  that  the  in- 
crease of  crime  could  not  be  referred  to 
any  single  principle*  It  arose  from 
weight  of  taxation,  from  the  fluctuation 
of  property  incidental  to  war,  and  from 
the  manner  in  which  that  war  was  sup- 
ported. It  was  the  conviction  of  the 
magistrates,  that  the  crimes  so  prevalent 
at  the  present  day  did  not  belong,  in  any 
sreat  degree,  to  soldiers  and  sailors  ; 
Uiey  were  rather  surprised  how  few  could 
be  traced  to  them.  Crimes,  it  was  true, 
might  be  committed  by  others,  influenced 
by  the  state  to  which  the  families  of 
soldiers  and  sailors  were  reduced;  but 
the  great  number  of  juvenile  offenders 
could  not  be  itccounted  for  upon  any 
such  principle.  If  there  was  any  class  of 
culprits  upon  which  the  interference  of 
the  legislature  could  produce  a  powerful 
and  lasting  eflfect,  it  was  with  respect  to 
them.  Their  great  increase  was  a  most 
remarkable  feature  in  the  depravity  of 
tiie  present  times ;  and  it  arose,  he  had 
no  doubt,  principally  from  the  state  of 
the  prisons.  This  was  not  to  be  attributed 
to  tne  keepers,  but  to  the  insufficient 
means  of  managing  such  places  properly, 
and  the  want  of  machinery  to  conduct 
them  with  any  beneficial  results.  They 
thus  became  schools  of  vice,  and  hence 
arose  the  present  systematic  and  improved 
education  in  crime.  It  could  not  be  ac* 
counted  for,  except  in  a  verv  slight  de- 
gree indeed,  upon  the  principle  of  a  tran- 
sition from  war  to  peace.  Besides,  the 
/  noble  earl  spoke  of  the  years  immediately 
succeeding  the  war  of  1756  and  the  Ame- 
rican war;  whereas,  they  were  now  in 
the  fourth  year  after  a  peace,  with  crimes 
rapidly  on  the  increase*  [The  earl  of 
Liverpool  saidj  he  gave  the  returns  for 
1786  and  1787,  four  years  after  a  peace.] 
The  years  1786  and  1787  might  bear  out 
the  noble  lord's  statement.  It  was  not 
however  merely  of  the  increase  that  he 
now  spoke,  but  of  the  immense  mass  of 
crime  that  existed  altogether.  It  would 
be  found  that  the  convictions  had  in- 
creased from  3  or  4,000  to  18,000  in  the 
course  of  twelve  years.  This  was  not  to 
be  accounted  for  on  the  solitary  ground 
suggested  by  the  noble  earL  it  was  of 
thenighest  importance  to  ascertain,  what 
the  causes  were,  and  to  find  whether  they 
irere  such  as  it  was  within  the  reach  of 


the  legislature  to  remove.  As  such  wae 
the  object  of  the  petition,  it  should  have 
his  warmest  support.  To  innovate  rashly ; 
to  change  long  existing  laws  without  suf- 
ficient reason,  uTas  unwise  and  impolitic ; 
but  when  crimes  had  increased  to  such 
an  unprecedented  degree,  it  .  was  right 
to  consider  whether  they  might  not  be 
diminished  by  some  change  in  the  present 
penal  code  of  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  Lvoerpocl  said,  he  had  not 
stated  the  transition  from  war  to  peace  as 
the  only  cause  of  the  increase  of  crimes, 
but  as  one  which-  he  considered  very  ma- 
terial. He,  however,  still  contended,  that 
the  increase,  with  respect  to  the  late  war, 
was  proportionally  similar  to  that  which 
had  taken  place  in  former  wars,  and  on 
the  conclusion  of  peace. 

Lord  Kinf  alluded  to  the  report  before 
their  lordships  relative  to  the  means  of 
preventing  the  forgery  of  bank*notes,  and 
observed,  that  if  they  wished  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  lamentable  effects  of  forgery, 
they  must  remove  the  cause.  There 
were  very  few  instances  of  the  forgery  of 
country  bank-notes,  while  executions 
for  forging  Bank  of  England  notes  were 
numerous.  The  reason  was,  that  the 
competition  of  country  bankers  occasion- 
ed a  vigilant  attention  on  the  part  of  each 
house  to  the  state  of  its  notes.  If  many 
forged  notes  were  suffered  by  country 
bankers  to  get  into  circulation,  it  would 
affect  their  credit.  Hence  thev  were 
constantly  on  the  watch.  But  the  Bank 
of  England,  having  no  competition,  did 
not  feel  the  necessity  of  the  same  vigi- 
lance. The  only  remedy  for  this  was, 
either  to  return  to  cash  payments,  or  if 
that  was  not  to  be,  to  allow  the  bankers 
of  London  to  issue  one  and  two  pound 
notes,  in  which  case,  from  the  competi- 
tion, great  vigilance  would  be  used,  and 
forgery  become  much  less  prevalent. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Care  or  his  Majesty's  Pkrsoii 
Bill.]  The  House  having  resolved  it- 
self into  a  Committee  on  this  bill, 

Lord  Holland  said,  he  wished  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  he  did  not  ob- 
ject to  the  care  and  custody  of  the  king's 
person  being  vested  in  the  duke  of  York, 
It  having  been  deemed  fittine  by  the  le« 
gislature  that  the  custody  of  the  king's 
sacred  person  should  be  separated  firom 
the  executive  government;  and  some 
measure  being  rendered  necessary  by  the 


itS]  Cart  (^ku  Majetty*t  Ptr^n 

demise  of  her  late  majesiy,  be  undoubt- 
edly tbougbt  that  the  duke  of  York*  from 
his  station,  his  high  character,  and  the 
relation  in  which  he  stood  to  his  majesty, 
was  the  fittest  person  that  could  posstblv 
be  chosen  for  that  high  trust.  He  still, 
however,  thought,  notwithstanding  what 
bad  been  said  bj  the  noble  earl  opposite 
on  the  preceding  evening,  that  the  present 
bill  was,  by  the  clause  relating  to  the 
Windsor  establishment,  rendered  incon- 
sistent, and  that  to  render  the  bill  an  in- 
telligent piece  of  legislation,  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  that  clause  should 
be  struck  out.  Either  their  lordships 
should  have  before  them,  previous  to 
passing  this  bill,  a  statement  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  establishment,  or  the  bill 
should  relate  solely  to  the  care  and  cus- 
tody of  the  king's  person,  without  refer- 
ring at  all .  to  the  establishment.  The 
tioble  earl  had,  however,  said,  it  was  im- 
possible that  the  establishment  should  be 
augmented ;  but  where  was  the  evidence 
of  this  ?  fur  not  one  word  tending  to  such 
a  conclusion  was  to  be  found  in  the  bill. 
But,  then,  it  had  been  said  by  the  noble 
earl,  that  it  was  intended  to  reduce  the 
establishment,  without,  however,  entering 
into  any  detail,  though  he  did  not  mean 
to  charge  thia  as  matter  of  blame,  it  be* 
ing  perfectly  natural.  This  was  certainly 
evidence  of  the  present  intentions  of  the 
noble  earl,  whose  opinion,  no  doubt,  had 
great  influence  in  that  House.  But  it 
was  possible,  that  tlie  noble  earl  might 
change  his  opinion ;  and  it  was  just  pos- 
sible, though  not  so  probable  as  the  for- 
mer, that  the  majority  of  parliament 
might  differ  in  opinion  with  the  noble 
eaH.  Their  lordships  would  recollect, 
that  it  was  not  the  first  time  the  noble 
earl  had  changed  an  opinion  after  intimat- 
ing that  opinion  in  that  House.  It  was 
not  long  since,  and  upon  a  question,  too, 
relating  to  the  royal  family,  that  the  no- 
ble earl,  after  deliTering  an  opinion  in 
that  House,  found  reason,  in  consequence 
of  the  silent  voice  of  a  little  parliament  of 
his  own,  to  correct  the  opinion  which  he 
had  first  stated.  Another  instance  oc- 
curred during  Che  short  time  of  the  pre- 
sent session ;  tlie  noble  earl  having  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
opening  against  any  inquiry  into  the 
attJEiirs  of  the  Bank,  which  opinion,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  communication  with  a  cer- 
tain little  parliament  of  his  own,  he  had 
since  found  reason  to  change.  Where, 
thotti  wsji  the  security  in  the  present  case, 
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that  some  little  parliament  of  lords  of  tlst 
bed-chamber,  and  persons  connected 
with  the  Windsor  esiablishment,  might 
not  induce  tbe  noble  earl  to  change,  to 
alter,  the  intention  he  had  expressed  of 
reducing  that  establishment^  Upon  a 
former  occasion,  when  he  fiord  Holland) 
thought  the  Windsor  establishment  much 
too  lai^e  for  any  purposes  of  comfort  to 
our  afflicted  monarch,  lords  of  the  bed- 
chamber started  up,  to  say,  forsooth,  that 
they,  who  had  stuck  by  tbe  king  in  hia 
prosperity,  would  not  desert  him  in  hia 
adversity ;  and  that  they  would  not  take 
away  one  toto  from  the  splendor  which 
surrounded  their  sovereign.  What  secu- 
rity was  there  now,  that  lords  of  the  bed- 
chamber might  not  again  start  up,  to  de^ 
dare  that  thev  would  not  take  away  any 
part  of  the  splendor  which  surrounded  the 
monarch?  and  with  this  additional  reason, 
that  his  majesty  required  more  consoled 
tion  now,  from  the  circumstance  of  hia 
having  lost  her  who  had  been  his  com^ 
panion  for  upwards  of  fifty  years.  Why, 
then,  if  there  was  no  security,  notwith- 
standing  all  that  bad  been  said,  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Windsor  establishment, 
or  even  that  it  might  not  be  increased, 
surely  it  became  tlie  House  to  pause  he* 
fore  they  sanctioned  an  establishment 
without  knowing  of  what  that  establisb- 
ment  was  to  consbt,  and  when  the  bill 
might  be  passed  for  Testing  the  care  of 
the  king's  person  without  any  reference 
whatever  to  the  establishment,  and  be 
perfectly  effective  for  that  object.  Tbe 
noble  lord  concluded  by  moving  to  leave 
out  all  the  words  in  the  biU  relating  to 
the  Windsor  establishment. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  observed,  that 
their  lordships  were  now  only  proceeding 
to  legislate  on  a  part  of  the  sul^ect,  upon 
which  no  difference  of  opink>n  existed. 
They  were  all  agreed  as  to  the  proprietv 
of  establishing  the  custody  of  the  kings 
person  in  one  of  the  royal  family ;  they 
were  agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of  vesting 
it  in  the  duke  of  York,  to  whom  the  con- 
trol of  the  establishment  was  to  be  given, 
in  consequence  of  such  appointment,  by 
the  present  clause.  To  this  he  thought 
that  no  objection  could  fairly  be  urged. 
▲  difference  of  opinion  might  arise  with 
respect  to  the  amount  of  the  establish- 
ment; but  the  best  way  of  proceeding, 
in  such  a  case,  was  to  separate  the  two 
questions ;  to  appoint  the  duke  of  York, 
in  Uie  first  instance,  and  to  leave  the 
other  subject  for  a  future  occuioD,  not  as 
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hmmg  Itm  fit  for  Imdatiye  pronsion,  but 
as  being  more  likely  to  divide  the  seoti- 
meots  of  the  Home.  The  aoble  lord  had 
ailuded  to  a  former  session,  when  a  re- 
duction of  the  establifihoient  was  spoken 
of.  He  bad  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that 
if  a  proposition  to  that  efect  had  been 
4nade  at  thai  tinie»  he  would  have  •opposed 
it.  What  difference  there  was  in  the  pre- 
aent  state  of  things,  which  might  justify 
m  different  oourse,  it  would  be  for  hiaa  to 
.explain  when  the  subject  came  regularly 
l»etbre  their  lordships.  This  much  be 
wonld  state  at  present,  that  wiiile  her 
majesty  lived,  she  was  queen  consort; and 
whien  the  establishment  was  first  taken 
•into  consideration,  regard  was  had  to  her 
majesty'a  situation,  as  well  as  to  the 
Icinff'a.  Bat  this  would  come  move  pro- 
^peny  into  diicussion  when  the  other  me(|- 
aiife  was  before  them.  The  noble  lond 
^ad  ftlriected  against  giving  to  the  duke 
«f  York  the  patronage  of  the  establish- 
anent,  when  they  did  net  know  to  what 
jmionnt.it  was  to  be  reduced.  The  noble 
•lord's  objection  would  have  some  weight 
if  he  was  perfectly  prepared  to  say,  that 
.m  case  the  establishment  was  continued 
at  ils  present  aosount,  the  duke  of  York 
•oaght  not  to  have  the  control  of  it ;  bat 
the  ground  upon  which  he  urged  them  to 
^opt  she  measure  was  this,  that  what- 
ever that  estabUshment  might  be,  leaving 
its  limits  to  be  >determiced  bv  future  dis- 
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'Cussions»  it  was  fit  that  the  duke  of  York 
^ould  have  the  patronage,  and  exercise 
«very  power  ^verit  which  her  majesty 
iiad.done  before  him.  The  question  was, 
(whether  they  would  vefuse  to  the  dtike  of 
York,  being  cmiospersonat  the  privileges 
that  belon^ad  to  toe>chamcter  in  which 
they  were  agreed  that  he  should  be  placed. 
The  noble  lord  did  not  like  an  imperium 
in  inmrio  ;  neither  did  he :  but  it  was  to 
i»e  observed,  ehat  the  question  was  not 
•now  proposed  for  the  first  tinw,  that  the 
principle  had  been  already  acted  on,  and 
that  this  was  not  the  only  case  to  which 
it  waa  applicable.  The  objection  of  an 
imfenmn  in  wiipmb  extended,  in  fact,  to 
«ay  aatablishneot  for  any  branohes  of  the 
«efal  ftmily.  It  was  applicable  to  the 
establishment  of  the  prince  of  Wales.  If 
•oy  inconvenience  was  ^It  from  its  appli- 
cation to^theee  cases,  a  fact  of  which  he 
airofessed  himself  perfectly  unaware,  their 
lordships  would  balance  such  inconveni- 
«ooe  with  that  of  having  the  members  of 
the  royal  fiunily,  and  particularly  the 
fripee  of  Walesi  without  eatabUihBieQts 
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suitable  to  their  rank.  His  lordsltip  con- 
cluded by  repeating,  that  the  objection 
of  the  noble  lord  would  be  valid  if  he 
could  go  the  length  of  saying  that  the 
duke  of  York  ought  not  to  have  the 
patronage  of  the  establishment,  if  it  was 
to  be  continued  at  its  present  amount. 

Lord  Midland  said,  he  did  not  join  issue 
with  the  noble  eari.  It  was  by  no  meaaa 
necessary,  to  support  his  objection  to  re- 
fiise  the  patronage  of  the  establishment  to 
the  duke  of  York  in  the  case  alluded  to« 
In  one  word,  his  objection  was  this,  that 
if  they  agreed  to  the  clause  in  its  present 
shape  without  any  qualification  they  would 
allow  a  principle  of  larger  extent  than  the 
noble  lord  himself  would,  upon  reflectiopf 
be  wiUing  to  recognise.  At  the  same 
time,  having  stated  his  opinion,  he  would 
not  give  their  lordships  the  trouble  of  di- 
viding. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived.  • 

The  £arl  of  Lvoerpool  said,  he  had  now 
to  propose  to  fill  up  the  blank,  and  to 
move  the  appointment  of  a  member  of 
the  council,  to  supply  the  vacan^  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  lord  chief-justice 
Ellenborough.  It  was  from  no  want  of 
respect  for  the  learned  person  who  suc- 
ceeded that  noble  and  learned  lord  that 
he  did  not  propose  him  for  this  situation ; 
but  the  official  duties  of  the  chief-justioe 
rendered  the  appointment  inconvenient, 
as  it  was  desirable  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  members  should  always  be  ready  to 
attend  the  council  on  the  monthly  and 
quatterly  meetings.  He  should  therefore 
move  the  appointment  of  marquis  Camden. 

Loid  HoUand  concurred  most  heartily 
in  the  motion,  and  congratulated  their 
lordships  on  the  choice  which,  had  been 
made  of  the  noble  marquis,  who  had 
acted  so  generous  and  disinterested  a  part 
with  respect  to  the  reduction  of  his  own 
establishment.  Hence,  he  was  the  fittest 
person  that  could  be  selected. 

The  bill  then  went  through  the  coas- 
nuttep. 
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PjBIVII^EOBOV  PaBLIAM BNT— KOBKM' 

Chbistib  Bubtok,  bsq.]  The  Sptalm 
rose  and  said  ^— I  have  to  acquaint  the 
House,  that,  on  Saturday,  the  16th  instant, 
I  received  a  letter  firom  a  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Robert  Christie  Eurtoo,  des- 
cribing himself  to  be  Bsember  of  parlia* 
moot,  for  the  borough  of  Beferley,  whidi 
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letter,  with  the  permietion  of  the  House, 
I  will  DOW  read  :-*«  Ludgate  Hill,  No  39, 
«« January  14th  1819.  Sir}  I  have  the 
*<  honour  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  i7th 
M  clay  of  June  1818, 1  was  elected  member 
**  of  mirliament  to  represent  the  borough 
**  of  Beverly,  in  the  east  riding  of  tne 
**  county  of  York ;  but,  being  in  the  cus- 
**  tody  of  the  warden  of  his  majesty's 
^  prison  of  the  court  of  Common  pleas, 
**  at  the  suit  of  creditors  for  civil  oebts, 
**  the  deputy  warden,  Mr.  Nixon,  informs 
**  me,  that  he  cannot  consent  to  release 
**  me  until  he  shall  be  authorized  to  that 
'*  effect  by  a  warrant  from  the  right  hon. 
**  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
''  1  am  therefore  to  request  that  you  will 
'<  be  pleased  to  inform  roe  what  are  the 
**  requisite  steps  to  be  adopted  upon  the 
*'  occasion.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 
<<  Robert  Christie  Burton,  M.  P."  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Christie,  in  answer,  that  I 
woukl  take  the  first  opportunity  of  laying 
his  letter  before  the  House.  1  afterwarcU 
received  a  second  letter  as  follows:— 
«'  Ludgate  Hill,  No.  S9,  Jan.  20th  1819. 
"  Sir,  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  be 
«  pleased  not  to  consider  mv  fetter  of  the 
'*  14th  instant  as  an  official  communica- 
"  tion,  or  in  a  parliamentarv  point  of 
**  view,  as  circumstances  will  occur  en- 
<'  abliog  me  to  take  my  seat  in  the  House 
**  on  Monday  next.  I  have  the  honour, 
•«  &c.  Robert  Christie  Burton,  M.  P." 
In  consequence  of  this  request,  I  did  not 
lay  the  preceding  letter  before  the  House. 
Late  last  night  I  received  a  third  letter, 
as  follows ;— "  Ludgate  Hill,  No.  39,  Jan. 
'*26th,  1819.  Sir;  Having  perused  the 
**  various  acts  of  parliament,  and  con* 
**  suited  the  best  authorities^  relative  to 
**  nnr  situation  as  a  member  of  the  House 
'<  of  Commons,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
*«  to  my  letter  of  the  n't)!  instant  upon 
"  the  subject,  and  to  request  that  you  will 
**  be  pleased  to  take  the  earliest  opportu- 
**  nity  of  submitting  my  case  to  the  House, 
'*  in  order  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  avail 
**  myself  of  those  privileges  to  which  1 
'*  am  entitled  as  a  repre»entattve  in  par* 
'*  iiament.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
•'  Robert  Christie  Burton,  M.  P."  The 
House  will  perhaps  pardon  me  for  calling 
ibeir  attention  to  a  similar  occurrence 
which  took  place  io  1807,  when  an  hon. 
snember  stated  that  he  was  detained  in 
jimilar  confinement.  An  order  was  then 
jnade  to  refer  the  coroplmti  |o  the  com- 
miltae  of  privileges,  whichi  sac  next  day, 
aod  whose  only  object  was,  to  establish 
(VOL.  ULXIX.) 


the  identity  of  the  individual.  That 
having  been  proved,  the  committee  made 
their  report,  and  he  was  ordered  to  ba 
discharged  out  of  custody.  Some  hon. 
member  will  perhaps  move  a  similar  pro- 
ceeding in  the  present  instance. 

Mr.  BathurU  accordingly  moved, 
<<  That  it  ^e  referred  to  the  committee 
of  privileges  to  examine  the  subject  matter 
of  the  said  letters,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House.^'  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  committee  was  instructed  to  sit  to- 
morrow. 

WeSTMIKSTER  ttuSTIHGS  BiLL.]    Mn 

Bennet  moved,  that  leave  be  given  to 
brin^  in  a  bill  for  reviving  and  further 
continuing  for  a  limited  time,  an  act  made 
in  the  51st  of  hismajestyi  intituled,  *'  An 
Act  to  explain  and  amend  the  Laws  touch- 
ing the  election  of  the  knights  of  the  shire 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  England,  res- 
pecting the  expenses  of  hustings  and  poU 
clerks,  so  far  as  regards  the  city  of  V^'est- 
minster."  Leave  was  given,  and  the  bill 
was  brought  in,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Silver  Currency.]  Mr.  Orenfdl  rose 
to  put  a  question  to  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  upon  a  point  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  public.  He  had  re« 
ceifed  information  that  day,,  of  the  cor* 
rectness  of  which  he  had  no  reason  to 
doubt,  that  the  price  of  standard  silver 
had  advanced  to  5s*  Hd.  per  ounce,  or 
three  halfpence  above  the  price  fixed  by 
the  Mint  regulations.  In  the  year  beforo 
last,  when  those  new  regulations  were 
made,  that  price  was  four  or  five  per 
cent  above  the  price  of  the  general  market* 
His  reason,  therefore,  for  now  putting  a 
question  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was, 
because,  whenever  the  price  of  silver 
should  be  such  as  to  afford  a  profit  upon 
either  melting  or  exporting  the  coin,  it 
would  begin  to  disappear.  Should  the 
price  therefore  remam  at  its  present 
amount,  the  disappearance  of  the  new 
silver  currency  mi^ht  bo  calculated  oo, 
as  the  new  gold  com  had  already  dissp* 
peered ;  unless  government  were  prepared 
with  some  means  of  counteracting  tiiat 
.efiect.  What  he  wished  new  to  know 
was,  whether  any  measure  was  under  con* 
sideration  for  the  purpose  of  checking  Uie 
evil  already  begun. 

The  Chanodlor  nf  the  Exchrquer 
tboti^ht  it  must  be  evident  to  the  House 
iliat  to  a  questioQ  so  important  u  that  of 
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\ht  hon.  gentleman  it  was  impossible*  to 
return  an  answer  without  some  time  for 
consideration.  He  had  heard  of  the  rise 
in  the  price  of  silver  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  gentleman,  although  he  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  fact ;  but  he  certainly  had 
reason  to  believe  that  the  present  high 
price  was  not  likely  to  continue. 

Bank  Restrictiow.]  Mr.  Protheroe^ 
seeing  an  honou'Table  Bank  director  in  his 
place,  wished  to  learn  from  him,  whether 
It  was  the  desire  of  the  Bank,  that  the 
committee  about  to  be  appointed  to  in^ 
spect  their  affairs,  shpuld  be  a  secret  com- 
tnittee  ?  He  asked  this  question,  because 
he  felt  that  that  committee,  in  order  to  be 
useful,  ought  to  carry  with  it  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country;  and  he  had  great 
'doubts  whether  that  confidence  would 
be  given  to  a  committee  whose  investiga- 
tions were  secret,  unless  it  could  be  shown, 
at  the  same  time,  that  disclosure  would 
be  attended  with  public  danger* 

Mr.  Manning  said,  that  he  had  not  the 
honour  of  a  seat  there  as  a  Bank  director, 
but  as  a  duly  elected  member  of  parlia- 
ment. He  therefore  called  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  House  against  such  sudden 
Interrogatpries.  He  would,  while  he  sat 
there,  discharge,  to  the  best  of  his  ability, 
bis  duty  as  a  member;  but  although,  firom 
courtesy,  he  mighb  anwser  a  question,  he 
hoped  it  would  not  be  forgotten,  that  he 
appeared  there  as  a  member  of  parliament, 
and  did  not  take  his  seat  as  a  director. 

The  Chanodhr  of  ike  Exchequer  ob- 
served, that  if  the  hon.  member  for  Bristol 
Would  refer  to  the  report  of  the  secret 
committee  which  sat  in  1797>  to  inquire 
into  the  a^rs  of  the  Bank,  he  would  per* 
eeive  that  there  was  nothinff  in  such  a 
proceeding  to  preclude  the  House  from  a 
general  consideration  of  the  subject.  He 
wished  to  take  that  opportunity  of  stating 
his  intention  to  move,  on  Tuesday  next, 
fbr  a  committee  of  secrecy,  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  Bank,  with  reference  to 
the  expediency  of  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments  at  the  time  fixed  by  act  of  par- 
liament, and  into  such  other  matters  as 
might  be  connected  therewith.  It  was 
not  usual  to  move  in  the  first  ntaoe  that 
the  committee  should  be  one  of  secrecy, 
but  he  thought  it  due  in  candour  to  inti- 
mate, that  he  intended  to  propose  that 
this  should  be  its  character. 

Mr.  TYffnt^  declared,  that  his  difficulty 
in  understanding  what  course  the  right 
hon.  geaileman  really  had  it  m  oontepip- 
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lation  to  pursuCi  was  only  increased  by 
this  statement  of  his  intentions.  The 
words  in  which  he  had  just  expressed  the 
motion  which  he  was  to  submit  to  the 
House,  might  mean  the  same  thing  in 
substance  as  those  of  his  own,  or  they 
might  mean  something  venr  different. 
His  own  motion  might  include  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  question,  and  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  might  only  think  that  the 
former  was  exceptionable  as  being  too 
comprehensive.  If  he  were  desiroua 
merely  that  some  part  of  his  (Mr.  T.'s) 
proposition  should  be  excluded,  he  begged 
that  be  would  extend  bis  candour  so  fiir 
as  to  say  so,  and  it  might  happen  that  the 
same  motion  might  embrace  the  objects 
of  both,  and  the  right  hon.  genilenian'i 
be  the  better  of  tte  two.  He  wished 
likewise  to  know  whether,  if  a  committee 
of  secrecy  were  assented  to,  it  waa  to  be 
chosen  by  ballot. 

The  Ckaneeilor  of  the  Exchequer  re^ 
plied,  that  upon  the  be»t  iDforoiation 
which  he  had,  as  to  the  rules  and  prae« 
tice  of  the  House,  committees  of  secrecy^ 
were  always  elected  by  ballot.  With  re- 
gard to  the  terms  of  his^  motion,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  must  recollect,  that  the 
one  of  which  he  had  himself  at  first  given 
notice  was  so  vague  in  its  expresaion, 
that  he  had  found  it  necessary,  subse* 
quently,  to  correct  it.  If  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  meant  nothing  more  than  waa 
included  in  the  inquiry  to  which  his  (the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer's)  motion 
would  naturally  lead,  he  could  not  per* 
ceive  what  objection  he  could  have  to 
adopt  it. 

Mr.  Tiemey  observed,  that  in  his  con- 
struction of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
noUce,  he  had  learned  nothing  distinctly, 
except  that  the  committee  was  to  be 
secret,  and  to  be  chosen  by  ballot.  Of 
this  there  was  no  doubt,  and  thin  waa  the 
limit  of  the  information  he  had  acquired 
of  the  nature  of  that  inquiry  which  waa 
to  be  proposed.  The  object  of  his  own 
motion  waa  to  inquire  openly,  and  gei|e« 
rally,  into  the  state  of  our  currency!  of 
the  foreign  exchanges,  and  the  degree  to 
which  they  were  affected  by  the  reetric^ 
tion  of  cash  payments  at  the  Bank«  Thia 
inquirv  he  thought  important,  in  ordet 
that  the  country  should  know  what  the 
system  waa  upon  which  they  were  em« 
barking,  and  proceed  with  ita  eyes  openw 
If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  thought  niaa 
wrong  in  the  manner  of  fintasioff  nia  bb^ 
lionf  he  wiahed  htm  10  f  ay  ae ;  mhthsMi 
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no  deure  to  i()ttabble  aboul  wordf«  or 
trouble  the  House  unneceisarily  with  a 
long  debate.  But  it  certainly  appeared 
to  hini  at  present  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman differed  from  him  merely  from  the 
love  of  opposition,  and  a  persuasion,  he 
supposed,  that  nothing  could  be  right 
iPFhich  proceeded  from  that  side  of  the 
House.  Let  the  right  hon*  gentleman, 
therefore,  state  explicitly  whether  his 
inquiry  embraced  the  same  object  which 
be  (Mr.  Tierney)  had  now  explained  to 
be  what  he  had  in  view,  and  if  it  were  so, 
he  would  cheerfully  withdraw  his  notice, 
leaving  the  right  hon.  gentleman  the 
glory  of  carrying  his  point,  and  resting 
quite  satisfied  with  the  secret  gratification 
of  having  obtained  what  he  wanted* 

The  UkaneeUor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  coUsteral  matters  referred  to  by  the 
terms  of  his  motion  would  ceriainly  in* 
dude  the  state  of  the  currency,  and  other 
questions;  but  the  first  point  of  inouiry 
would  be,  the  state  of  the  afiairs  or  the 
Bank,  a  topic  not  even  mentioned  in  the 
words  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  no- 
tice. 

Mr.  Tierney  wished  to  know  whether 
Che  rig;ht  hon.  gentleman  would  be  satis^ 
fied  with  a  secret  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  Bank  simply..  For 
his  own  part,  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  sol- 
vency ;  but  he  hoped  that  a  secret  com- 
mittee was  not  deemed  necessary  for  in* 
vestigating  the  general  poliey  or  necessity 
of  continuing  the  restriction. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  of 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  more  expedient 
toat  the  whole  inquiry  should  be  submit* 
ted  to  one  committee  similar  in  ita  forma- 
tion to  that  which  gave  general  satisfac- 
tioD  to  the  country  in  the  vear  1797* 

Mr.  Tiemeif  replied,  that  he  should 
think  he  deserted  his  duty  to  the  country, 
if,  after  the  right  boo.  gentleman's  decla- 
ration, he  did  not  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  the  question  of  referring  this 
most  important  inquiry  to  a  committee 
chosen  by  ballot,  and  whose  report  every 
man  well  knew  would  be  nothing  more 
than  an  echo  of  the  right  hou.  gentleman's 
own  opinion. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thuriday^  January  28. 

PHIVILBOBOF  PaRLXAMKMT — ROBSRT 

Chbistib  Burton,  Esq*}  Sir  Jamu 
Mackintosh  presented^a  petition  from  seve- 
f|J  persons,  merchants  at  Hull,  represent- 


ing themselves  to  be  creditors  of  Robert 
Christie  Burton,  against  whom  they  bad 
recovered  judgment  for  debt  in  his  ma- 
jesty's Court  of  Gomroon  Pleas,  and  who 
was  now  confined  in  the  Fleet-prison,  by 
process  of  execution  on  the  same.  They 
had  just  learned  that  the  said  Bobert 
Christie  Burton  had  applied  to  tliat 
House  to  be  discharged  upon  his  privi- 
lege as  a  member,  having  previously  ap- 
plied to  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of 
King's-bench,  in  chambers,  on  the  same 
ground,  and  experienced  a  refusal.  The 
petitioners  submitted,  that  the  privilege 
of  the  House  did  not  extend  to  execu- 
tions upon  juiigment  previously  obtained, 
but  only  to  mesne  process;  and  that  the 
said  Robert  Christie  Burton  was  not  eli- 
gible to  a  seat  in  parliament*  They 
prayed,  therefore,  to  be  heard  by  counsel 
at  the  bar  against  his  discharge,  and  that 
the  House  would  grant  them  such  relief 
as  to  their  wisdom  should  seem  meet. 
The  hon.  mover  observed,  that  he  was 
aware  that^  the  first  part  of  their  prayer 
could  not  be  granted,  but  the  second  ap» 
peered  to  him  to  entitle  the  petition  to  he 
upon  the  table. 

\  The  Speaker  suggested,  that,  indepen- 
dently of  the  substance  of  the  petition, 
wliich  he  should  not  examine,  there  was 
an  irregularity  in  point  of  form,  which 
would  be  fatal  to  it,  the  petition  having 
been  signed  not  by  the  petitioners  them- 
selves, but  by  a  person  describing  bun- 
self  as  agent  to  the  petitioners. 

The  petition  was  accordingly  with- 
drawn. Mr.  Wynn  then  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  privileges.  U 
was  read  by  the  clerk,  and  stated,  *'  That 
the  said  committee  have  found,  that  the 
said  Robert  Christie  Burton  is  a  member 
of  this  House,  and  is  in  the  custody  of 
the  warden  of  the  Fleet-prison  in  execu* 
tion,  and  also  on  mesne  process,  at  the  suit 
of  several  creditors  for  civil  debts :  and 
the  committee  have,  upon  the  whole 
matter  resolved,  That  the  said  Robert 
Christie  Burton  is  entitled  to  privilege  of 
parliament." 

Mr.  IVynn  said,  he  should  have  con- 
tented himself  with  merely  moving  two 
resolutions,  expressing  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  in  thb  report,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  petition  which  had  been  pre- 
sented and  withdrawn  on  account  of  an 
informality.  The  substance,  however, 
was  as  open  to  exception  as  the  form,  for 
it  was  a  complete  error  to  suppose  that 
there  was  any  distioctioa  between   the 
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cases  of  confinement  upon  mttnt  proutSf 
or  in  execution  of  a  judgnient.  The 
reason  of  the  privilege  applied  equally  to 
both,  and  sij^nified  that,  as  the  duty  of 
attendance  in  parh'ament  was  the  highest 
•enrice  which  could  be  required  of  any 
man,  it  ought  not  to  be  interrupted  by 
the  private  claims  of  any  individual.  Se* 
Teral  cases  had  fullv  established  this  prin- 
ciple, but  it  would  be  sufficient  to  mention 
two ;  that  of  Thomas  Brown  in  the  year 
1676,  who  was  in  custody  previous  to  his 
election ;  and  that  of  li  person  named 
Asgill  in  the  year  1707,*  who,  so  far  from 
being  a  favourite  with  the  parliament 
whicn  liberated  him,  was  expelled  imme- 
diately after  for  an  irreligious  publication. 
He. did  not  think  it  necessary  to  make 
any  further  observations  on  the  present 
case,  and  should  therefore  move,  tnat  the 
House  do  agree  with  the  committee  in  the 
said  resolution. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  It  was 
then  ordered,  «<  That  Robert  Christie 
Burton  be  discharged  out  of  the  custody 
of  the  warden  of  the  Fleet-prison.'' 

LicENCiKO  Ststem.]  Mr.  Bennet 
presented  a  petition  from  a  person  named' 
brownjohn,  complaining  of  the  improper 
conduct  of  a  magistrate  at  Bristol,  in  re- 
fusing to  renew  his  licence  as  a  victualler, 
by  which  refusal  the  petitioner  had  been 
subjected  to  grievous  loss  and  injury. 
The  hon.  gentleman  observed,  that  he 
availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  of 
giving  notice  of  his  intention  to  propose, 
soon  after  Easter,  some  alteration  of  the 
law  as  it  related  to  the  mode  of  granting 
and  taking  away  licences  by  magistrates. 

Mr.  Protheroe  expressed  his  confidence 
that  the  magistrate  alluded  to  had  not 
acted  from  any  improper  motive.  He 
felt  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  respect- 
ability of  his  character,  as  he  was  m  an 
opposite  interest  to  himself,  and  because 
an  unfavourable  impression  was  sometimes 
made  by  petitions  of  this  nature. 

Mr.  Hart  Davis  bore  similar  testimony 
to  the  character  of  the  gentleman  against 
whom  the  complaint  of  the  petitioner  was 
preferred. 

Mr.  Bathursi  apprehended  that  the 
court  of  King's-bench  was  the  proper 
place  to  resort  to  with  complaints  of  this 
nature.  It  was  but  lately  that  he  had 
seen  a  case,  in  which  that  court  had 
granted  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  a  cri- 

*  See  Pari.  History,  toK  6,  p.  600. 
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inhial  information  should  not  be  filed 
against  a  magistrate,  for  improperly  refus- 
ing a  licence.  It  did  not  appear  to  him 
fit  that  cases  should  be  brought  under 
consideration  in  that  House,  which  might 
be  tried  in  a  court  of  competent  juri«(uc- 
tion,  and  investigated  by  evidence  taken 
upon  oath. 

Mr.  Bennei  observed,  that  the  court  of 
King's-bench  would  not  interfere,  except 
upon  9l  prima  Jade  case  of  corrupt  motive 
in  the  magistrate.  It  held  that  the  magis- 
trate had  an  arbitrary  power  of  licensing 
or  refusing  to  license.  He  was  not  bound 
to  state  any  reason  for  his  proceeding, 
and  the  burthen  of  proving  a  corrupt  mo- 
tive rested  upon  the  complainant.  A  very- 
considerable  amount  of  property,  extend- 
ing throughout  the  country,  was  thus 
placed  in  a  condition  unlike  that  of  any 
other  description  of  property,  and  no  legal 
remedy  could  be  obtained  against  pro-* 
ceedings  which  were  often  harsh,  unjust, 
and  unwarrantable.  In  such  cases  that 
House  was  the  only  authority  to  which 
the  aggrieved  party  could  appeal.  Ther 
might  reject  this  petition,  but  it  was  his- 
fixed  determination  to  bring  the  whole 
subject  into  discussion  in  the  course  of 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  Courienay  thought  the  observationa 
of  the  hon.  member  applied,  not  to  the 
merits  of  this  petition,  but  to  the  general 
state  of  the  law,  with  regard  to  this 
subject,  which  he  agreed  with  him  in 
thinking  did  call  for  some  amendment. 
But  the  complaint  of  this  petitioner  ap* 
peered  to  him  to  fall  peculiarly  with-* 
m  the  cognizance  of  a  court  of  law. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  instances  of 
abuse  and  misapplication  of  their  powers 
by  magistrates  occurred,  and  that  parlia- 
ment ought  to  direct  its  attention  to  the 
subject.  The  present  case,  however, 
being  one  which  evidently  belonged  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  law,  he  would 
suggest  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  the 
petition. 

Mr.  Hume  thought  the  public  highly 
indebted  to  the  hon.  gentleman,  for  the 
important  part  which  he  had  taken  in 
the  production  of  the  police  report.  No 
man  who  had  read  it  could  deny,  that  the 
greatest  abuses  existed  in  the  licensing 
system.  He  was  strongly  impressed  with 
tne  necessity  of  bringing  the  subject  be- 
fore parliament  at  an  eaiiy  period.  With 
respect  to  the  petition  immediately  under 
consideration,  oe  confessed  that  he  should 
be  sorry  to  sea  the  doors  of  the  house 
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shut  agafotf  stich  eomplaintt  against  the 
existing  authorities»  as  could  not  be 
successfully  prosecuted  in  a  court  of  law. 
Mr.  Benneti  as  the  general  feeling  of 
the  House  appeared  to  be  against  the 
reception  of  the  petition,  consented  to 
withdraw  it. 

Motion  vor  Accounts  rbspkcting 
Bank  Prosecutions  vor  Forgery.] 
Sir  James  Mackintosh  said,  he  should 
have  moved  for  the  returns,  the  produc- 
tion of  which  he  had  in  view,  without  anr 
previous  observation,  as  he  understood  it 
was  not  likely  that  his  motion  would  be 
opposed,  had  he  not  wbhed  to  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  making  a  few  re* 
marks  on  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  for  inquiring  into  the  mode  of 
preventing  the  forgery  of  Bank-notes. 
[See  p.  73.}  Indeed,  he  had  come 
down  to  the  House  yesterday  with  that 
intention,  but  observing  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Exeter  was  not  in  his  place, 
he  thought  it  better  to  postpone  saying  any 
thing  on  the  subject  until  that  hon.  gen* 
tleman,  a  member  of  the  commission  in 
ouestion,  should  be  present*  The  inquirv 
ror  which  tliat  commission  was  appointed, 
originated  in  a  motion  which  he  had  had 
the  honour  to  make  in  the  last  session  of 
parliament*— not  with  the  view  of  making 
the  forgery  of  Bank-notes  impossible, 
but  with  the  more  humble  and  more 
practicable  object  of  rendering  the  imio 
tation  of  them  more  difficult*  Those 
hon.  gentlemen  who  were  members  of 
the  last  parliament  would  do  him  the 
justice  to  recollect,  that  he  distinctly 
stated,  that  the  adoption  of  his  proposition 
would  have  one  of  two  advantages— either 
that,  on  the  one  hand,  it  would  disclose 
the  means^by  which  the  facilities  of  for- 
^ry,  and  consequently  the  temptation  to 
It  might  be  diminished,  or  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  by  discovering  that  no  such 
means  could  be  devised,  it  would  show 
that  the  only  path  of  safety  was  a  return 
to  cash  payments;  and  he  believed  that 
those  hon.  gentlemen  would  also  remem- 
ber, that  he  pretty  clearly  intimated  his 
opinion  which  of  the  two  advantages 
would  in  all  probability  be  obtained.  Al- 
though he  certainly  had  expected  from 
the  beginning  the  result  that  had  taken 
place,  he  roust  fiiirly  own,  that  he  had 
not  entertained  so  much  confidence  in  his 
own  judgment  as  to  suppose  that  the  in- 

*  See  vol.  38,  p.  671. 


cltnation  of  his  mind  on  the  subject  would 
receive  such  sanction  and  confirmation  as 
it  had  received  from  the  repfirt  of  the 
commwsioners.  Of  that  report  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  speak  in  any  terms 
but  in  those  of  respect.  It  emanated 
from  individuals,  some  of  whom  were  emi- 
nent in  science,  and  others  were  as  res« 
pectable  as  any  men  in  the  country.  He 
could  never,  therefore,  regard  the  report 
of  such  a  board  with  any  other  sentiment 
but  that  of  deference.  But  he  could  by 
no  means  be  so  sanguine  as  to  think 
that  the  report  held  out  any  expectations 
of  an  attainment  of  the  object  which  the 
commission  had  in  view.  On  the  contrary, 
it  appeared  to  him  to  demonstrate,  that 
there  was  little  or  no  prospect  of  ever 
lessening  the  facilities  of  forgery,  re- 
moving the  temptation  to  the  crime  and 
diminishing  all  that  depravity  which 
accompanied  it,  by  any  course  but  'by 
a  return  to  cash  payments.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  report  was  most  deci- 
sive as  to  the  expediency  of  renewing 
cash  payments,  with  all  those  who  thought 
that  the  lives  of  men,  and  the  morality  of 
the  population,  ought  to  be  among  the 
highest  objects  of  the  deliberations  of 
parliament.  Having  made  these  few 
observations,  he  now  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  general 
results  of  the  report.  And  he  was  glad 
to  do  this  in  the  presence  of  those  who 
would  correct  him  if  he  made  any  unin- 
tentional mis-statements,  as  he  considered 
that  a  great  advantage.  If  he  understood 
the  substance  of  the  report,  it  amounted 
to— that  about  two  hundred  projects  for 
the  improvement  of  Bank-notes  had  been 
laid  before  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  before'  the  commissioners; 
that  all  those  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
had  been,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissi- 
oners, very  properly  rejected  by  them: 
that  with  respect  to  those  projects  which 
had  been  laid  before  the  commissioners, 
only  nine  deserved  seriotis  consideration, 
although  twelve  more  were  praised  for 
their  ingenuity ;  that  of  those  nine  (if  he 
rightly  understood  the  report)  only  one 
could,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  be  recommended  by  the  commis- 
sioners as  worthy  of  expenment;  and  that 
although,  it  was  not  distinctly  itated  by 
the  commissioners,  that  the  other  eight 
projects  were  rejected,  vet  the  tendency 
of  the  language  used  in  the  report 
araotmted  to  a  dedaratioD,  that  tboso 
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6ther  eight  projecte  were  not  tboogbt  by 
the  cotnmisnopert  to  be  aboTe  the  reach 
of  eaajr  imitation.  The  houge,  therefore, 
roust  coniider  the  result  of  the  whole  to 
be,  that  of  all  the  projecu  laid  before  the 
Directora  of  the  Bank  of  England  during 
twenty  years,  not  one  was  thought  to  hold 
out  any  prospect  of  amending  the  present 
•ystem ;  and  that  of  all  those  which  bad 
been  since  submitted  to  the  commis- 
sioners, only  one  was  deemed  bv  them  to 
be  worthy  of  experiment*— and  here  he 
must  observe,  that  the  commissioners, 
▼err  creditable  to  themselves,  had  stated 
their  opinion  even  of  this  single  favoured 
project  in  veiy  cautious  language.  It 
was  evident  that  they  were  lawlably  soli- 
citoos  not  to  excite  hopes  which  might 
eventually  be  dasappointed,  and  that  they 
hady  therefore,  qualified  even  tlie  gKmpse 
of  expectation  which  they  held  out  to  the 
Britisn  public.  They  told  the  public  that 
they  had  received  only  one  project  which 
they  could  recommend — not  for  irnmedi^ 
ate  execution,  but  **  to  be  put  in  eourse 
of  trial  with  a  view  to  combination  with 
ether  improvements**'  There  was  one 
nurt  of  the  report  which  he  confessed  he 
Bad  read  with  much  surprise.  It  was  that 
in  wUch  the  conmmissioners  expressed 
their  apprehension  that  any  advantage  to 
be  dethnsd  fh>m  an  hnprovement  in  the 
eonstraetion  of  the  Bank«note  would  pro- 
bably be  much  abated  by  the  caretessness 
of  the  public  in  taking  notes  without  suffi« 
eient  examination.  He  owned  his  asto- 
nishment at  this  dedasMien  $  for  ho  had 
always  considered  thai  carelessness  as  one 
of  the  eenditiona  of  the  problem  thai  was 
to  be  solved—line  of  the  fhctt  that  were 
so  be  assumed  by  the  eemmissionera  ki 
their  investigation— one  of  the  cireum* 
stances  that  rendered  the  attaioroent  of 
the  object  in  view  in  n  considerable  degree 
difficult.  It  was  vaiw  and  us^ss  to  talk 
ef  the  carelessness  of  the  public  as  an  im^ 
lyedkaent  in  the  way  of  success.  Any 
invention  for  the  purpose  Jn  the  question 
would  be  utterly  useless,  unless  it  pos« 
Sessed  such  obvious  and  distinctive  marks 
as  would  pot  the  public  at  once  on  its 
guard,  ana  weidd  be  obvious  to  the  hasty 
glance  of  a  cobmhoo  observer ;  an  observer 
as  earelese  as  the  great  maloriiy  of  men 
were  feead  to  be.  It  was  alnest  to  state 
that  all  Che  remedy  for  the  evil  was  uMit* 
tataable,  to  state  that  the  carelessness  of 
mankhid  we*  an  ebstadle  to  its^aitainment. 
The  caretessness  of  asaxridndr  as  operating 
iff   Ifae  eotohingo  of  commodttM  by 


barter,  rendered  the  estabhshroent  of  a 
standard  currency  an  object  of  importance 
to  all  nations.-— With  respect  to  the  two. 
last  sentences  of  the  report,  thev  seemed 
to  him  so  framed,  as  to  throw  a  damp  on, 
and  extinguish  even  the  little  hope  which 
it  had  previously  raised.  To  press  the 
matter  further,  he  felt  would  be  to  waste 
the  time  of  the  house.  He  could  not  be- 
lieve that  any  hon.  member  would  be  per* 
suaded  to  commit  the  property  of  the 
whole  people,  and  the  lives  of  a  great 
many  of  them,  to  the  expectation  of  the 
success  that  might  attend  a  single  ontried 
experiment;  more  especially  after  the  iai^ 
lore  of  to  many  ingenious  plans,  the  ad« 
vantages  of  which  had  no  doubt  appeared 
to  their  inventors  to  be  certam.  He 
could  not  but  think,  that  the  result  of  the 
investigation  that  had  taken  place  must 
satisfy  the  house  (as  far  as  thai  part  of 
die  question  went),  that  all  hope  of  dtmi-« 
nnhing  the  facilities  and  temptation  to 
forgeiY,  by  any  amendment  in  the  con* 
struction  of  the  notes,  was  so  slender  as  to 
be  practically  nothing.  The  questiooi 
therefore,  was  reduced  to  this :«— the  re- 
port had  shown  that  there  was  only  oney 
and  that  a  very  slight  expectation  of  di* 
aMnishing,  by  any  new  plan  of  preparing 
the  notes,  the  forgeries,  the  executions, 
and  ail  the  other  horrors  attendant  on  the 
existing  system.  Would  the  house,  after 
hearing  this,  and  having  other  means  in 
their  power  by  whichthe  crime  of  forgery 
and  its  consequent  miseriea  migh|  be  roost 
aaaterially  diminished,  nevertheless  vote 
for  their  perpetuation  ?  Would  they  for 
a  moment  think  ef  balancinr  that  crime 
and  those  miseries  in  one  scale,  by  throw- 
ing any  supposed  financial  advantage  into 
the  other  ?  The  right  hon.  the  ChanceU 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  would  probably 
nrge  them,  to  do  this.  All  he  should  say 
was,  that  the  former  House  of  Commons 
Nstened  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
voice  on  the  subject,  and  the  melancholy 
results  were  but  too  well  known.  Iff 
1S16,  when  the  difference  between  the 
market  and  the  Mint  prices  of  gold  and 
silver  was  only  7*8tlis  per  cent,  the 
question  arose  whether  or  not  money  psy« 
ments  should  be  re-established.  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  prevailed  on 
psvliament  further  to  restrain  them.  The 
consemience  was,  that  in  the  three  years 
which  iiad  intervened,  fifty  capital  punish- 
ments for  forgery  had  taken  place*  This 
was  one  of  the  many  sad  results  of  the 
fatal  confidtnoe  rqiosed  by  tbe  last  per- 
il 
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Uflmentin  Usmajetty'cgoveniiBeiiC.  Itwas 
the  more  lo  be  regreUed*  becAtiie  at  that  | 
▼erymoment  the  co  un  try  badpassed  through 
the  greatest  shock  and  reruUion  of  a  re« 
turn  to  cash  payments,  by  the  Bank  of 
England  withdrawing  its  issuesi  and  the 
failure  of  the*country  banks.  Not  having 
the  courage  to  take  one  wise  step*  the 
country  was  again  plunged  into  all  those 
borrors  from  .which  it  was  now  found  so 
difficult  to  extricate  it*  The  question 
was,  whetheri  after  the  experience  of  the 
last  House  of  CommonSi  the  present 
House  of  Commons  would  follow  the 
guides  who  had  misled  their  predecessors, 
and  vote  for  ibe  continuance  of  a  measure 
which  hod  been  attended  by  such  conse- 
quences, unless  the  necessity  for  it  were 
proved  on  the  grounds  of  a  policy  supe- 
rior (if  any  such  policy  there  could  be)  to 
the  calls  of  humanity,  by  a  full,  impartial, 
efficient,  and  public  inquiry  into  the  rea* 
sons  and  considerations  of  expediency 
urged  in  its  favour.  He  would  now 
move,  **  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
house,  an  Account  of  the  number  of 
Persons  prosecuted  for  forging  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  or  for  Knowingly 
ntterinff  or  possessing  forged  Notes,  from 
the  10m  of  April  1818  to  the  USth  of  Ja* 
nuary  1819;  distinguishing  the  capital 
Convictions  from  those  of  an  inferior  na« 
ture»  and  the  number  of  those  Prosecu* 
tions  which  relate  to  notes  of  Sl»  and  up- 
wards, from  the  number  of  those  which 
relate  to  notes  of  1/.  and  2/." 

Mr.  Courtcmiy  observed,  that  the  mem* 
bers  of  the  commission^  whose  report  had 
been  adverted  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentlenum,  had  felt  it  their  duty  to  ascer- 
tain, as  far  as  they  could,  the  value  of 
the  respective  inventions  submitted  to 
tbem.  What  might  be  the  weiffht  of  the 
opinion  which  they  had  formetf  and  deli- 
vered, it  was  not  for  him  to  say.  The 
boa  and  learned  gentleman,  however,  bad 
a  little  misconceived  the  report  of  the 
commissioners.  They  had  been  fully 
aware  that  their  report  most  create  much 
disappointment.  It  was  desr  that  the 
ingenious  projectors  of  those  plans  they 
had  not  been  able  to  a|^ove,  were  likely 
to  think  the  seven  commisaionera  rather 
than  tbemselvea  to  be  in  the  wrong.  But 
the  commisaionera  were  also  aware,  that 
the  longer  the  publk:  were  kept  in  igno- 
rance of  th&r  opinion,  the  longer  would 
those  iadtviduala  be  kept  in  a  aUte  that 
moat  tend  to  increase  the  disappointment 
wheoitmived*    la  that  view  •f  the  sub* 


jeet,  the  commissioners,  anxious  so  Ar 
to  make  a  report  of  their  proceedinas^ 
were  nevertheless  unable  to  state  fully  the 
result,  which  they  hoped  ere  lon^^  to  do. 
In  the  report  which  the  commissioners 
had  made,  he  agreed  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  that  they  had  used 
language,  calculated  to  show  the  house 
and  the  country,  that  the  desired  object 
was  not  so  easy  of  attainment  as  by 
some  it  was  supposed  to  be.  And  th;s 
they  were  the  more  solicitous  to  do,  be-* 
cause  the  belief  had  been  fostered  through'* 
out  the  country,  that  nothing  but  the 
grossest  ignorance  and  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank,  could 
have  prevented  the  adoption  long  ago  of 
some  scheme  by  which  the  evil  complained 
of  might  have  been  remedied.  They  owed 
it  to  the  House  and  the  country  to  state« 
that  not  one  of  the  plans  presented  could 
be  adopted  with  solid  advantage  to  the 
public.  It  was,  he  conceived,  his  duty 
to  state  that  opinion ;  but  the  commissioa 
at  the  same  time  felt  it  their  duty  to  dis- 
tinguish particularly  some  of  the  projecta 
which  were  presented  to  them.  It  was 
staled  in  the  report,  that  not  more  than 
nine  of  the  projects  deserved  to  be  more 
particularly  mentioned.  Many  of  the 
dans  certainly  possessed  very  great  merit# 
The  degree  of  talent  which  had  been  dis- 
played was  ver^  great  indeed.  Several 
of  the  plana  of  individuals,  both  of  this 
country  and  abroad,  and  more  particu- 
larly of  the  united  states  of  America, 
possessed  very  extraordinary  merit.  He 
mentioned  this  to  show  that  no  communi- 
cation on  the  subject  had  been  overlooked 
by  the  commissioners,  and  that  those  were 
deceived  who  thousht  that  some  of  the 
specimens  presented,  if  attended  to,  would 
have  produced  the  desired  eflects.  In 
many  of  the  plsns  submitted  to  them, 
complicated  machinery  was  necessary  to 
produce  the  notes,  and  it  was  supposed 
by  the  projectors,  that  these  notes  could 
not  be  well  imitated  but  Inr  that  ma- 
chinery. But  these  persons  forgQt  that  a 
ereat  number  of  imitations,  not  so  excel- 
lent indeed  as  the  original,  but  sufficient 
for  the  purposes  of  forgery,  might  be 
made,  without  the  application  of  the  same 
extensive  madiinery.— He  could  not  sit 
down  without  remarking,  that  his  hon* 
friend  hadaaid  more  than  the  oommia- 
sionen  meant  to  aay  in  the4Qeport,  whea 
he  allesed  that  they  were  anxioiis  to  re* 
press  the  hopes  of  the  public,  and  that 
thej  themaelvea  despaired  of  success^ 
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Mow,  they  did  anticipate  that  a  note 
would  be  produced,  the  introduction  of 
which  would  answer  the  purpose  desired* 
His  hon.  friend  would  allow,  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  select  from  among  the  spe- 
cimens presented  to  them,  the  one  which 
was  the  best  and  most  likely  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  imitation.  They  had 
accordingly  selected  one  which  they  had 
every  reason  to  believe  would  succeed. 
But,  even  on  this  plan,  they  had  thought 
that  an  improvement  might  be  made;  and 
he  had  the  satisfaction  of  stating,  that 
aince  the  date  of  the  document  which  had 
been  alluded  to,  they  had  had  additional 
reason  to  anticipate  success.  A  gentle- 
man of  the  commission  was  of  opinion  that 
a  combination  of  this  design  with  paper 
of  a  particular  fabric  would  render  imita- 
tion almost  impossible ;  and  a  respectable 
manufacturer  was  now  employed  in  making 
paper  for  the  experiment.  Although  he 
denied,  therefore,  as  had  been  improperly 
alleged  in  some  of  the  public  papers,  that 
forgeries,  and  executions  for  forgeries, 
could  have  been  prevented  sooner,  he  had 
still  reason  to  believe  that  the  attempts 
to  prevent  them  would  ultimately  succeed. 
The  commissioners  were  not  desirous  to 
raise  too  sanguine  hopes,  but  at  the  same 
time  they  had  no  reason  to  despair  of 
success. 

Mr.  Tierne^Kadf  if  he  understood  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  correctly,  the 
substance  of  what  he  said  was— that  though 
some  improvements  on  the  existing  system 
had  been  presented  to  the  commission, 
yet  no  projects  had  been  presented  to 
that  body  which  allowed  them  to  enter* 
tain  any  thing  more  than  a  hope  that 
some  device  might  be  hit  upon  which 
would  render  the  crime  of  forgery  infi- 
nitely more  difficult.  He  wished  to  learn 
from  him  when  they  might  expect  the 
ultimate  opinion  of  the  commission  on 
the  experiments  they  were  now  making — 
when  they  might  expect  something  more 
definite  en  the  subject  than  mere  hope. 
It  was  material  that  the  commission  should 
report  whether  they  had  merely  a  hope, 
or  whether  they  had  something  more  than 
a  hope,  that  the  crime  of  forgery  could 
not  be  committed  with  the  same  security 
as  heretofore. 

Mr^  Courtenay  said,  that  many  of  the 
■pecimensshown  to  thecommiasion  possess- 
M  great  merit,  and  were  in  themselves  an  im- 

Srovement  ontheexistmgaystem ;  butithad 
eea  suggestedby  a  member  of  thecommis- 
aioD,  who  was  at  the  same  time  a  member 


of  that  House,  that  any  of  the  plana  might 
be  very  much  improved  by  combination. 
The  experiment  which  had  been  auggest- 
ed,  was  now  in  progress.  They  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  improvement  in 
the  form  of  the  note, 'combined  with  the 
improvement  in  the  paper  which  had  been 
suggested,  would  render  imitation  ex- 
tremely difficult.  The  paper  was  now 
making  by  a  paper-maker  of  great  skill. 
In  a  month's  time,  he  had  no  doubt,  a 
note  would  be  produced  of  such  a  form, 
as  to  justify  them  in  recommending  ita 
adoption,  and  which  would  render  forgery 
extremely  difficult. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Sir  James  Mackintosh  then  moved  for 
an  account  of  the  number  of  forged  notea 
which  had  been  detected  by  the  Bank  of 
England,  from  the  10th  of  April  1818  to 
the  28th  of  January  1819.  In  making 
thia  motion,  he  wished  to  say  a  few  worda 
on  what  had  fallen  from  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend.  It  appeared  that  the  only 
result,  after  six  months'  labour  on  the 
part  of  the  commission  was,  that  they 
might  expect  something  from  one  untried 
experiment.  They  were  now  in  a  very  dif« 
ferent  aituation  from  what  they  conceived 
themselves  to  be  in  before.  It  was  con« 
ceived  that  many  means  might  be  devised 
for  the  diminution  of  forgeries ;  but  now 
all  their  hopes  of  success  rested  on  an 
experiment  which  was  yet  untried.  The 
House  would  greatly  mistake  him,  if  they 
thought  that  he  uncfervalued  the  inquiries 
of  the  commission.  Even  after  the  re- 
sumption of  cash  payments,  such  an  im« 
provement  in  the  construction  of  bank 
notes  as  would  render  it  more  difficult  to 
imitate  them,  would  be  a  very  great  im* 
provement.  As  the  paper  which  woald 
continue  in  circulation  after  the  resump- 
tion, would  continue  to  be  attacked  some 
time  from  the  habit  of  forgery  contracted 
during  the  stoppage  of  cash  payments* 
it  would  require  all  possible  improvementa 
to  protect  the  public  after  the  resumption. 
Any  improvement,  even  the  slightest, 
would  therefore,  in  his  opinioni  be  de» 
sirable. 

Mr.  Courtenay  said,  he  meant  to  state 
that  the  note  on  which  experiments  were 
making,  was  in  such  a  state,  that  they 
thought  it  already  a  considerable  improve^ 
ment  on  the  present  note;  but  they 
thought  that  even  that  note  might  be  im* 
proved,  and  that  improvement  was  nam 
under  experiment- 
Hie  motion  wai  then  agreed  te^ 
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UOUSE  OFCOMMONS* 

Ffidagi  Januartf99. 

WesticriNSTKR  H^jstings  Bill — Pb- 
tiTioN  OF  Mr.  HtTNT.]  Mf.  Sinclair 
presented  the  following  Petition  from  Mr. 
Hunt  against  this  bill : 

<•  To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled. 
— The  Petition  of  Henry  Hunt,  esq. 
humbly  shewetb ; 

<<  That,  at  the  Ian  election  for  the  city  of 
Westmtnstei^v  you^  petitioner  stood  along 
#ith  five  other  gentlemen,  as  candidates 
fbr  the  representation  of  that  city,  and 
soon  after  tlie  close  of  such  election,  an 
account  was  sent  him  by  Arthur  Morris, 
^sq.  the  high  bailiff  of  the  said  city,  claim- 
ingofthree  of  such  candidates  only,  the  sum 
of  9S6/.  9f.  ll(f.  as  his  bill  of  charges  and 
eitpenses  for  such  election ;  and,  on  your 
petitioner  objecting  to  several  items  con- 
tained therein,  particularly  to  a  lumping 
one  of  59fiL  for  a  carpenter's  bill,  the 
said  Arthur  Morris,  without  further  cere- 
ihony,  brought  an  action  of  debt  against 
your  petitioner  for  the  same ;  and  while 
your  petitiboier  was  trj'ing  to  get  from  him 
fall  particulars  how  such  article,  amongst 
Others,  was  made  out,  he,  by  two  sharp 
practising  attomies,  of  the  names  of 
Trower  and  Twedly,  snapt  a  judgment 
against  your  petitioner  in  such  action, 
and  was  about  to  levy  an  execution  there- 
in ;  to  prevent  which,  your  petitioner  was 
obliged  to  appl^  to  his  majesty's  court  of 
King's-bencn,  in  which  court  the  judg* 
ibent  had  been  so  obtained  for  a  rule  nut 
to  set  aside  the  same,  which  rule,  at  the 
request  of  the  said  Arthur  Morris's  coun- 
alel,  stands  over  to  be  argued  on  Monday 
next.*- And  your  petitioner  farther  show- 
«th,  that  the  said  hight>ailiflr,  by  bringing 
tfcttons  of  debt,  and  snapping  thereon 
final  judgments,  not  only  deprives  the 
party  he  shall  so  sue,  of  a  right  to  dispute 
nts  charges,  however  illegal  or  uhjust 
they  may  be,  but  also  takes  away  fVom 
the  subject  the  writ  of  inquirv  by  a  jury 
to  assess  the  damages  he  would  be  entitled 
to,  in  the  case  of  an  interlocutory  judg- 
ment, which  your  petitioner  most  humbly 
submits  is  tne  bounden  duty  of  your 
honouiable  House  to  prevent.  And  your 
petitioner  further  complains,  that  the 
enormous  expense  of  erecting  the  hustings 
ia  whqlly  unnecessary,  and  that  at  the  late 
election  two^thirds  of  the  same  was  neither 
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approprli|ted  to  the  use  or  convenience  of 
the  candidates  or  their  friends,  but  that 
it  was  daily  occupied  by  persons  sent  and 
paid  to  interrupt  the  proceedings,  who 
had  no  other  business  ttiere',  in  violation 
bf  the  privileges  of  your  hohourable 
House,  and  in  defiance  of  the  statute, 
<  That  declares  the  election  of  members 
'  of  parliament  ought  to  be  free;'  that 
the  mte  lord  Ellenborough  said,  when 
pt-esiding  In  the  court  of  King*s-bcnch» 
that  the  high  bailiff  might  hold  the  elec- 
tioti  in  Westminster-hall  or  some  other 
place,  without  putting  the  candidates  to 
such  enormous  expense,  as  is  the  case  in 
all  other  cities.  And  your  petitioner  fur* 
ther  adds,  the  place  of  high  bailiff  is  one 
of  very  large  emolument,  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  he  might,  in  virtue  of  such 
his  office,  pay  all  such  outgoings,  as  is  done 
in  all  other  cities. — Your  petitioner  there- 
foi'e  prays,  that  your  honourable  House 
will  cause  due  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  amount  of  the  large  emoluments  of 
the  said  high  bailiff,  and  if  they  should  be 
fpimd  sufficient  for  the  above  purpose, 
that  yockr  honourable  House  will  not  pass 
atiy  o^er  new  bill,  to  throw  more  impe- 
diments in  the  way  of  free  election.  And 
your  petitioner  further  prays,  that  in  case 
your  honourable  House,  after  due  inquiry, 
should  think  proper  to  pass  any  new  law 
exclusively  for  the  protection  of  the  said 
high  bailiff,  your  honourable  House  will 
ni)t  fkil  to  introduce  a  clause  to  prevent 
him  in  future  ftom  suing  by  action  of 
debt,  but  that  his  remedy  under  such  new 
act  should  be  an  action  by  assumpsit  only, 
which  would  effectually  guard  against  any 
atten)pt  at  future  Extortion,  and  not  de- 
prive the  subject  of  his  writ  of  inquiry 
before  a  Jurv  to  assess  the  damages ;  or 
that  ybur  honourable  House  would,  in 
such  act,  limit  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  him 
for  hii^  charges  on  such  occasions  — And 
your  petitibner,  as  in  duty  bound,  will 
ever  pray,  &c. 

"  Henry  Hunt." 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

OxvoRD  City  Electiok— Petitioit 

OOMTLAINIHG  OF  THE  CoKDUCT  OF  THE 

DuKK  OF  Marlborough.]  Mr.  Den- 
man  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  petition 
containing  serious  charges  against  a  per- 
son of  elevated  rank.  It  complained  of  a 
breach  of  thd  privileges  of  tnat  House, 
by  the  interference  of  a  peer  of  parlia- 
ment in  the  election  for  the  city  of  Oxford. 
It  did  not  allege  an  undue  return,  but 
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tlmt  the  duke  of  Marlborough  had  been 
guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  his 
majesty's  subjects,  by  various  illegal  acts, 
committed  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
an  election.  The  petitioners  were  persons 
of- most  respectable  character,  wno  had 
taken  no  part  in  the  election;  and  he 
conceived  tnat  they  were  justified  in  their 
application  to  have  their  statement  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  privileges.  He 
now  moved,  therefore,  that  the  petition 
be  read. 

Lord  Charles  Spencer  Churc\ill  de- 
clared, that  he  had  no  wish  to  oppose  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
roan.  From  his  own  actual  knowledge  of 
the  facts  to  which  the  petition  referred, 
and  from  other  circumstances,  he  felt  the 
utmost  confidence  that  the  conduct  of  his 
noble  relation  would,  upon  inquiry,  prove 
to  be  utterly  undeserving  of  the  imputa* 
tions  cast  upon  it.  He  should  defer  all 
further  remarks  till  a  future  opportunity. 

Mr.  JVynfif  as  the  petition  did  not 
complain  of  an  undue  return,  and  (as  he 
understood  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman)  it  did  not  proceed  from  per- 
sons claiming  the  right  of  voting  for  the 
city  of  Oxford,  had  no  doubt  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  referred  to  an  election  commit- 
tee. But  he  also  wished  to  suggest  to  the 
House,  that  it  might  be  very  inconvenient 
to  receive  such  a  petition  at  all,  until  the 
period  had  elapsed  within  which  a  petition 
complaining  of  an  undue  return  for  the 

glace  in  question  might  be  presented ; 
ecause,  if  it  were  referred  to  the  consi- 
deration of  a  committee  of  privileges,  the 
report  of  that  committee  might  indirectly 
determine  that  question,  respecting  whicn 
there  was  yet  time  for  a  petition  to  be 
presented ;  namely,  the  validity  of  the  re- 
turii»  He  would  put  the  case  of  an  indi- 
vidual favoured  by  administration,  who 
might  think  it  more  practicable  to  obtain 
his  object,  not  by  a  reference  to  an  election 
committee,  but  by  a  petition  such  as  the 
presents  which  might  allow  hihi  to  canvass 
the  House  at  large.  On  these  grounds, 
be  strongly  recommended  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  to  adopt  the  course  of 
postponing  his  motion  for  the  reception 
of  tiie  petition,  until  af^er  the  fourteen 
days  had  elaped  which,  were  allowed  for 
the  presentation  of  petitions  complaining 
of  undue  returns.  After  that  period, 
there  could  be  no  objection  whatever  to 
its  reception,  provided  no  petition  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  return  for  the  city 
of  Oxford  was  presented. 
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Mr.  Denman  expressed  himself  grateful 
for  the  advice  of4be  hon.  gentleman,  but 
begged  to  state,  that  he  was  wrong  in 
supposing  that  the  petitioners  were  not 
freemen  of  Oxford,  or  were  not  qualified 
to  vote.  It  appeared  also  to  him,  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  carried  the  effect 
of  the  act  of  parliament  too  far.  It  might 
be  desirable  that  it  should,  but  the  law  in 
its  present  state  did  not  exclude  any  per- 
son from  complaining  to  the  House  of  a 
breach  of  privilege  within  the  fourteen 
days.  Every  subject  had,  therefore,  a 
right  to  expect  that  his  complaint  should 
be  immediately  considered.  He  thought,' 
too,  that  the  consequences  of  a  report  by 
a  coihmittee  of  privileges  were  somewhat 
exaggerated,  when  it  was  supposed  that 
it  would  necessarily  embarrass  or  mislead 
fifteen  gentlemen,  acting  upon  oath,  whose 
duty  it  might  afterwards  be  to  advert  to  the 
same  circumstances.  Under  these  consi- 
derations, and  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  respectability  of  the  petitioners,  he  did 
not  feel  himself  justified  in  consenting  ta 
any  delay. 

Mr.  IVynn  observed,  that  he  had  under- 
stood the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  to 
have  said,  at  first,  that  the  petitioners 
had  no  local  connexion  with  the  city  of 
Oxford.  He  felt,  however,  the  difficulty 
which  he  had  already  urged  to  be  so 
strong,  that  as  the  report  of  a  committee 
of  privileges  must,  if  made,  lie  on  the 
table  till  the  fourteen  days  were  expired^ 
and  as  therefore  there  was  no  reason  for 
dispatch,  he  should  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  the  question  of  receiving  this 
petition. 

Mr.  Tierney  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
House  should  not,  in  the  first  instance^ 
refuse  to  receive  a  petition  of  which  thev 
knew  no  more,  generally,  than  that  it 
complained  of  a  gross  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  that  House.  When  it  was  re- 
ceived it  might  be  postponed,  or  other- 
wise dealt  with.  Ofthe  petition  he  knew 
nothing.  His  personal  feelings  were  un- 
questionably in  favour  of  the  noble  duke 
who  was  the  subject  of  it ;  but,  as  a  mem- 
ber  of  parliament,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  support  the  reception  of  the  petition. 

Lord  C  Churchill  repeated-  his  solici- 
tude, that  the  allegations  of  the  petition 
should  be  thoroughly  investigated. 

Mr.  Wynn  would  not  object  to  the  mo- 
tion for  laying  the  petition  on  the  table^ 
but  if  it  were  pressed  any  farther  at  pre- 
sent, he  roust  decidedly  oppose  it. 

The  petition  was  then  read.    It  alleged 
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Tarioas  acts  of  bribery  on  the  part  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  in  furnishing  enter- 
tainment, gifts,  and  rewards  to  voters  at 
the  late  election  for  the  city  of  Oxford,  in 
order  to  procure  the  return  of  general 
St.  John  as  one  of  its  representatives  in 
parliament.  The  petitioners  offered  to 
make  good  their  charges  before  a  com- 
mittee of  privileges,  and  in  such  case, 
pnryed  that  the  House  would  afford  that 
relief  to  the  realm  and  to  the  petitioners 
as  in  their  wisdom  should  seem  meet. 
On  the  motion,  that  the  petition  do  lie  on 
the  table, 

Mr.  Wi/nn  said,  that  now  he  had  heard 
the  petition  read,  he  entertained  consi- 
derable doubts  whether  it  was  not  in  itself 
an  election  petition.  It  appeared  to  him, 
that  if  any  petition  stated  facts,  which,  if 
true,  would  render  an  election  null  and 
void,  and  that  petition  came  from  persons 
entitled  to  vote,  it  was  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  an  election  petition.  This  was  a 
petition  from  freemen,  and  it  complained  of 
an  act,  bribery,  which,  if  it  had  really  taken 
place,  would  render  the  election  in  ques- 
tion null  and  void.  If  the  House  were 
of  opinion  that  it  was  an  election  petition, 
a  day  must  be  fixed  for  taking  it  into  con- 
sideration. If  they  entertained  any  doubt 
on  the  subject,  it  might  be  expedient  to 
adjourn  the  consideration  of  it  to  some 
future  day.  - 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  House 
would  see  that  this  was  a  matter  of  great 
importance.  If  the  House  were  clearly 
of  opinion  that  it  was  an  election  petition, 
the  regular  course  would  be  to  withdraw 
it  for  the  purpose  of  again  presenting  it 
in  that  form,  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion in  the  usual  wav.  If  they  were  not 
satisfied  on  the  subject,  the  most  judi- 
cious way  would  be  to  adjourn  the  debate, 
to  give  honourable  members  an  oppor- 
tunity to  look  into  the  petition  and  to 
make  up  their  minds.  The  words  used 
in  the  petition  were  extremely  strong,  and 
he  confessed  he  thought  the  House  would 
find  it  most  convenient  not  to  decide  off 
hand  upon  it. 

On  tne  motion  of  Mr.  Wynn,  the  fur- 
ther debate  on  the  question  was  adjourned 
to  Monday. 

Silver  Currenct.]  On  the  order  of 
the  day  being  read  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee of  supplvi 

Mr.  GrenAil  iofk  the  opportunity  to 
advert  to  the  statement  which  he  had 
madt  en  Wedsesday  cveoing,  that  the 


price  of  standard  silver  had  risen  (o  three 
half  pence  an  ounce  beyond  the  Mint 
price;  it  being  5s.  1\d.  an  ounce.  He 
had  thought  it  his  duty  on  the  morning 
after  he  had  made  that  statement  to  go 
into  the  city  and  inquire  still  further  into 
the  subject.  From  the  best  sources  of 
information  he  found  that  the  price  of 
standard  silver  (not  of  dollars)  at  that 
time,  at  which  price  it  still  remained, 
was  5s.  Id.  an  ounce ;  or  in  other  words, 
67^.  a  pound.  This  fact  placed  the 
House  and  the  country  in  a  most  whim- 
sical situation.  Were  it  not  for  the  great 
public  inconvenience  which  might  arise 
from  it,*nothing  could  be  more  laughable. 
It  appeared  now  that  ^  shillings  were 
67 !  That  the  sum  of  5s,  6d.  was  equiva- 
lent to  the  sum  of  Ss.  1d,\  Sixty-six 
shillings  in  coin  weighed  exactly  a  pound. 
If  a  melter  of  silver  put  those  sixty-six 
shillings  into  a  crucible,  the  result  would 
be  a  lump  of  silver  which  he  might  sell 
for  sixty-seven  shillings !  This  was  one  of 
the  consequences  of  the  continuance  of 
the  restriction  on  cash  pavments.  When 
he  had  mentioned  the  subject  the  other 
day,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
expressed  some  doubt  as  to  the  fact,  and 
added,  that  at  any  rate  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  present  price  would  not 
be  of  long  duration.  With  every  respect 
for  that  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  for  his 
private  character  no  man  could  entertain 
greater,  although  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  feel  any  confidence  in  him  aa 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  he  was  not 
of  that  opinion.  He  had*no  confidence 
in  the  rignt  hon  gentleman's  anticipations. 
He  could  not  but  recollect  the  resolu- 
tion which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
prevailed  on  the  last  House  of  Commons 
to  adopt,  namely,  that  in  the  estimation 
of  the  public,  bank-notes  were  equiva- 
lent to  the  gold  coin  of  the  realm.  The 
ink  with  which  that  resolution  was  written 
was  scarcely  dry,  when,  instead  of  being 
able  in  the  market  to  obtain  a  guinea  in 
exchange  for  a  one  pound  note  and  a 
shilling,  it  became  necessary  to  add  four 
or  five  shillings  to  the  pound  note  for 
that  purpose.  Perhaps  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  might  sav,  that  to  export  or 
melt  the  coin  of  tfie  realm  was  illegal. 
True,  there  certainly  was  an  impolitic, 
absurd,  and  ridiculous  law  to  prevent  the 
exportation  or  melting  of  the  coin  of  the 
realm.  It  was  a  law  founded  on  folly. 
True  policy,  according  to  all  the  ablest 
writers  on  the  subjecti  firom  Locke  down 
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to  the  present  time,  requirj?4  '^  ^^^''^ 
chould  be  DO  legal  prohibition  of  that 
nature;  and  ^ucb  a  prohibition  was  as 
absurd  as  it  was  impolitic^  since  it  was 
impracticable  to  prevent  the  coin  from 
being  exported  or  melted  whenever  the 
temptation  to  export  or  melt  it  was  suffi- 
ciently strong.  He  had  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  call  the  attention  of  uie  House 
to  tliis  subject,  because,  if  the  present 
price  of  standard  silver  ii^  the  market 
should  continue,  the  silver  coin  would 
follow  the  course  which  the  gold  coin  had 
already  taken,  and  entirely  disappear. 
tVbat  plan  would  (heo  be  adopted  by  the 
right  hon.  gjentleman,  he  knew  no^  unless, 
consistently  with  his  system  of  forcing  a 
^rculation  of  paper  pounds,  he  shoujd 
endeavour  td  introduce  a  currency  of 
paper  shillings. 

•  Mr.  WeUesley  Pole  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  subject.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man would  recollect,  th^t  when  the  new 
coinage  was  under  consideration  in  the 
llast  parliament,  it  appeared  to  be  con- 
sidered by  every  one  as  expedient,  in 
ordei;  to  prevent  the  two  metals  clashing 
as  coin,  to  make  the  coin  of  one  of  the 
metals  of  standard  value,  and  the  coin  of 
the  other  to  serve  as  a  kind  of  counters 
in  exchange.  In  this  proposition  he  un- 
derstood that  the  hon.  gentleman  con- 
curred, and  that  the  only  difierence  be- 
tween them  was  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
seigniorage  on  the  ^ilver  coin  for  the 
purpose  in  question  (  it  being  the  opinion 
of  government,  that  6  per  cent  would 
be  sufficient,  while  the  hon.  gentleman,  if 
he  recollected  right,  thought  that  a  seig- 
niorage somewhat  higher  —he  believed  10 
per  cent — would  be  better.  [Mr.  Gren- 
lell,  in  explanation^  denied  having  ex- 
pressed any  such  opmion.]  He  had  cer- 
tainly understood  the  hon.  gentleman  to 
have  stated  it  as  his  opinion,  th^t  the 
seigniorage  should  b^  fixed  at  10  per 
cent  rather  than  at  6  per  cent ;  but  he 
now  stood  corrected,  The  hon.  gentle- 
man must  still  admit  the  correctness  of 
the  principle,  that  one  predous  metal 
should  be  made  the  standard  of  value,  and 
that  the  other  metals  should  be  consi- 
dered as  counters,  and  be  reduced  in 
value,  in  order  to  prevent  them  from 
coming  into  competition  with  that  which 
was  the  standard*  This  was  the  only 
plan  that  could  be  adopted  for  preserving 
the  coin  in  the  country;  and  yet  this 
very  principle,  which  the  hon.  ffentlemaa 
Improved,  had  produced  that  e&ct  which 
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he  represented  as  so  ridiculous.  This  be 
held  (0  be  highly  inconsistent— at  thfi, 
same  time  to  admit  the  principle,  and  to 
ridicule  the  effect.— There  wa^  another 
consideration  which  bore  directly  on  the 
question,  bu(  which  had  been  entirely 
overfooked  by  the  hon.  gentleman.  By 
another  regulation  there  was  an  additional 
guard  provided  for  the  preservation  of 
(be  silver  coin,  naniely,  that  tljtat  coix\ 
should  not  be  coQsidered  i^  legal  tender  for 
more  than  4fis. — He  c^pea  ^ith  the  hop. 
gentleman  in  thinking  that  the  law  eigainsi 
the  exportation  of  the  coin  of  the  realiQ 
was  worse  than  foolish ;  for,  as  it  stooa 
at  present,  it  wa«  only  aix  incentive  ta 
crime.  This  defect  in  the  l^w  had  not 
escaped  the  observation  qS  lus  majesty^^ 
ministers;  but  what  could  they  do 2 
The  law  had  not  been  made  |>y  them ;  \\ 
had  existed  from  time  immemorial.  \\ 
appeared  to  him  tnat  it  wo^1d  fbrip  «| 
very  proper  subject  for  investigation  bv 
a  committee*  The  hon.  gentleman  nacl 
^t^ted,  and  he  believed  the  statement; 
correct,  thai  the.  present  price  at  wnich 
silver  stood  in  the  market,  wa^  Bs,  Id* 
per  ounce — that  is,  1^.  p^r  ounc^  ^bp^ci 
the  Mint  price*  The  consequence  tsras^ 
that  for  bullion  which  at  ^hc  Mint  price 
was  worth  only  66s.  67£*  would  be  givei^ 
in  the  market.  This  result  had  been  re- 
presented in  a  ludicrous  light  by  the  bon. 
gentleman,  but  for  his  own  part,  if  he 
wanted  a  pound  of  silver  ready  weighed, 
he  would  rather  take  the  bu)lion  at  a 
penny  more  than  be  at  the  trouble  o^ 
weighing  it.  There  was  another;  circuin* 
stance  which  had  been  overlooked,  but 
which  he  thought  worthy  of  ooticey  as  it 
tended  to  show  how  fluctuating  the  pricfif 
of  silver  was,  and  how  difficult  it  was  to 
counteract  the  effects  of  apcidental  Cir«^ 
cumstances.  At  present  the  nrice^  pf 
dollars  was  2c{.  per  ounce  lower  Uian  thai 
of  standard  silver,  and  yet  two  oi^ces  of 
dollars  sold  higher  than  die  same  quan- 
tity of  standard  silver.  The  trutn  was» 
that  at  present  there  was  a  great  demand 
for  dollars :  that  demand,  however,  was 
temporary,  and  he  had  no  doubt  would 
soon  be  over.  The  present  hjgh  price  of 
silver,  he  hoped,  would  soon  fall ;  but  i4 
contrary  to  his  expectations,  it  should 
still  continue,  he  thought  it  would  be 
proper  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire 
mto  the  subject.  If  it  should  appear  tQ 
that  committee  that  there  was  so  grei^t  a 
rise  ip  the  pric^  of  bullion  ap  to  endan« 
ger  the  coini  he  I^new  o^ly  one;  cevedjf/ 
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that  could  bo  applied,  and  that  was  a  la* 
gislative  measure*  It  was  hia  firm  cod* 
Yictiooy  however,  that  the  present  aelg- 
oiorage  was  sufficient  to  protect  the  coin. 
With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  hon. 
gentleman's  speech,  which  involved  the 
question  of  pur  currency,  and  which  was 
wore  immediate)};  directed  against  bis 
right  hon.  friend^  the  chancellor  of  the 
es^cheauer,  he  regretted  that  he  could 
not  follow  him.  He  would  state  candidly 
and  honestlyi  that  he  had  endeavoured  to 
make  himself  master  of  the  question,  but 
that  he  always  found  it  necessary  to  speak 
with  great  ditfideoce  ^n  the  subject.  He 
perceived,  indeed,  that  no  two  persQos 
agreed  in  their  views  of  the  subject.  He 
bad  carefully  read  all  the  pamphle^  |hat 
professed  to  discuss  the  question,  and  he 
found  that  no  two  of  tbeni  agreed ;  be 
bad  consulted  the  Bank  directors,  and 
their  opinions  did  not  agree;  the  two 
sides  of  that  House  could  oat  agree  ia 
their  vieirs  of  the  question,  and  even  on 
the  same  side  no  twp  members  could 
agree.  If  he  should  be  appointed  a  mem* 
ber  of  the- committee  whicl^  was  to  be 
appointed,  he  would  certainly  give  the 
subject  all  the  attention  be  could,  believ- 
ing, in  bis  conscience,  that  (his  vital  ques- 
^on  could  never  be  satisfiictorily  duci* 
dated,  but  by  a  diligent  und  laborious 
committee,  who  forgetting  all  party  feel- 
ings, should  enter  on  the  mvestigation  of 
it  with  a  sincere  determination  to  ascer* 
tain,  if  possible,  its  real  merits* 

Mr.  JViUon  said,  that  he  felt  consi- 
derable embarrassment  on  rising  to  give 
bis  opinion  upon  i^  question  of  such  great 
importance,  but  trusted  to  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  for  his  want  of  being  ade* 
quately  acquainted  with  a  subject,  which 
a  right  hon.  gentleman  on  the  floor  bad 
admitted  himself  hardlv  equal  to.  He 
waa  aware  that  the  Bank  restriction  was 
an  unpopular  subject  It  might,  no  doubt, 
be  matter  of  consideration  for  the  House 
whether  or  no  any  restriction  sho.uld  be 

gut  upon  the  extension  of  the  issue  of 
ank  paper ;  but  he  was  himself  decidedly 
of  opmion,  that  should  this  be  tbe  case, 
and  the  issue  be  too  much  circumscribed, 
die  trade  of  the  coimtry  would  sufler  in 
proportion.  With  respect  to  the  specie, 
it  musi  be  liable,  from  the  sUte  of  the 
exchanges,  to  continual  flootoation.  The 
present  high  price  of  ailver  was,  no  doubt, 
attributable  to  the  great  demand  &r 
India,  America,  and  otber  foreign  paffa ; 
«ad  if  speoia  wave  now  gaBerafljr  in  cif- 


colatioai  ia  progressive  dimlotttionby  est- 
portation  must  produce  much  incoove^ 
nience  to  the  country.  In  answer  to  » 
question  from  an  hon.  member  on  the 
other  side,  what  was  to  be  dope,  if  aU 
the  silver  should  be  melted  down?  he 
said,  have  recourse,  as  before,  to  tokena 
of  a  value  that  would  not  offer  temptation 
to  melt  or  export ;  yet  he  douhtea».wha•^ 
ther  that  would  not  be  objected  to  by. 
hoQ.  ipembers  opposite,  and  whether  it 
would  not  be  directly  attacked  as  a  fraud 
upon  the  public,  and  as  giving  then)  only 
l&f.  in  the  pound,  or  something  like  ft 
dividend  on  tlieir  just  demands. 

liord  Archibald  Hamilton  said,  he  rose 
to  notice  an  observation  or  two,  which 
had  fallen  from  the  right  hom  gentlemaa 
opposite.  He  understood  that  right  bon. 
gentleman  to  say,  thai  the  proportioa 
fixed  at  the  Mint  was  such  as  to  secure 
the  silver  coin  from  being  melted  down. 
But  it  was  necessary  to  bear  io  mind,  that 
that  proportioa  was  settled  with  reference 
to  gold,  and  not  with  reference  to  paper« 
He  would  ask,  whether  it  was  possiUe  to* 
^  any  proportion  which  would  secure 
the  silver  coin  againat  the  depreciatioa 
of  paper }  if  he  meant  to  say,  that  the 
proDortion  was  fixed  with  relation  to 
gold,  then  he  would  say  this  was  of  no 
effect :  if  it  was  fixed  to  guard  against 
the  depreciation  of  paper,  Uien  he  would 
say  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  at- 
tempted to  do  that  which  was  impossible. 
If  It  referred  to  paper— he  would  adc* 
him,  whether,  if  paper  were  now  depre- 
ciated to  that  extend  which  they  had 
already  seen,  he  thought  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  secure  the  silver  coin  ?  The  as- 
sertion of  the  ri^bt  hon.  gentlemaa  then« 
either  bad  notbmg  to  do  with  the  qves* 
tion,  or  it  could  not  be  made  good*  The 
right  hoe.  gentleman  bad  enlarged  on  the 
inconsistencies  of  political  economists  oq 
this  question ;  but  be  thought  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  might  find  still  greater 
inconsistencies  in  the  honourable  and 
right  hon.  gentlemen  wbe  voted  with 
eadi  other  on  the  question.  They  M  re» 
collected  the  resolution  of  a  right  hoa« 
gentleman,  for  it  was  not  the  resolution 
of  the  House,  that  the  pound  note  and  a 
shilling  were  eoaivalent  to  a  ^oloea,  al 
the  very  time  toat  it  was  notorioua,  that 
a  guinea  was  worth  a  great  deal  more^ 
and  when  ministers  were  permitting  that 
to  be  done,  which,  by  this  resolution,  ift 
was  said  there  was  no  oecaaion  for  doing* 
He  abottld  like  to  know  what  tbeoyinioe 
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of  ministers  was  when  the  toTereigns 
were  coined.  If  they  thought  the  sove- 
reigns would  not  stay  in  the  country,  then 
they  were  guilty  of  a  criminal  act,  in 
putting  the  country  to  an  unnecessary  ex- 
pense ;  and  if  they  thought  that  they  would 
remain  in  the  country,  they  were  guilty 
of  an  egregious  mistake.  There  was  but 
one  evil— 'the  Bank  restriction;  and  there 
could  be  but  one  cure — the  convertibility 
of  paper  into  the  proper  coin  of  the 
realm. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
the  master  of  the  Mint  had  totally  mis- 
taken the  object  of  his  hon.  friend.  His 
hon.  friend  wished  to  show  that  the  market 
price  of  silver  had  risen  above  that  esta- 
blished by  the  Mint  regulation,  and  that, 
in  consequence,  there  was  a  danger  of  all 
our  silver  coin  being  carried  out  of  the 
country.  In  reply  to  that,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  made  a  variety  of  state- 
ments and  remarks  no  way  contradicting 
his  hon.  friend's  assertion,  and  bearing  no 
relation  whatever  to  the  subject.  The 
nght  hon.  gentleman  had  expressed,  as 
tl^  only  source  of  consolation  for  the 
country,  his  hope,  that  the  great  drainage 
of  the  silver  currency,  which  he  admitted, 
would  not  continue.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman boasted  of  having  studied  the  sub- 
ject deeply;  of  having  given  it  every 
consideration  of  which  his  mind  had  been 
capable ;  but  he  had  concluded  with  de- 
claring that  all  his  reflection  and  investiga- 
tion, could  6nd  no  remedy  but  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  that  House.  The 
right  hon*  gentleman  said,  he  had  read  all 
the  pamphlets  that  had  been  written  on 
the  subject.  He  would  advise  him  to  read 
one  more— which  it  appeared  he  had  not 
seen,  and  which  had  come  into  his  own 
hands  only  that  morning.  He  could  as- 
sure the  right  hon.  gentleman  it  would 
Veward  his  pains.  It  was  a  letter  to  the 
right  hon.  Robert  Peel,  from  one  of  his 
constituents,  a  member  of  the  university 
of  Oxford.  Who  the  constituent  of  Mr. 
Peel  was,  he  did  not  know,  but  he  would 
say  of  him,  whoever  he  was,  that  he  was 
an  honour  to  the  University  of  Oxford. 
The  ri^t  hon.  gentleman  had  told  them 
he  was  one  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  who 
had  always  thought  they  would  best  get 
out  of  their  difficulties  by  g^ing  into  a 
committee.  And  this  was  the  opinion 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  come 
to,  after  exercising  all  the  intelligence 
which  God  had  given  him.  If  this  had 
always  been  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon. 
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gentleman,  God  knew  what  a  minority  he 
must  have  been  in ! 

Mr.  fV.  Pole  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  attributed  to  him  what  he 
never  uttered.  He  had  not  said  that  he 
had  always  thought  it  would  be  best  to 
go  into  a  committee;  but  that  he  now 
thought  that,  in  the  situation  in  which 
things  stood,  the  best  thing  would  be  a 
committee.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  endeavoured  to  exhibit  him  in  a 
ridiculous  light*  He  did  not  disapprove 
of  the  course  adopted  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  on  this  occasion.  It  was  his 
usual  practice,  when  he  could  not  answer 
any  thing,  to  have  recourse  to  ridicule* 
There  was  no  man  who  was  more  happy 
than  the  right  hon.  gentleman  when  he 
chose  to  avail  himself  of  ridicule.  How- 
ever, if  he  had  the  advantage  oftheargu- 
ment,  he  did  not  envy  the  right  hon.  een* 
tleman  the  advantage  which. he  derived 
from  his  powers  of  ridicule;  though  he 
was  sorry  that  he  himself  had  come  m  for 
the  first  share  of  it.  He  had  endeavoured 
to  give  such  information  as  it  was  in  his 
power  to  state,  and  he  had  stated  his  con- 
scientious opinion  that  the  fairest  way  to 
reconcile  all  the  clashing  hiterests  and 
opinions  would  be  to  go  into  a  committee. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  closed  his 
speech  with  some  advice,  of  which  he 
should  endeavour  to  avail  himself;  but  he 
could  assure  him  it  was  not  with  a  view 
of  making  a  parade  of  reading,  that  he 
had  mentioned  the  books  and  pamphlets 
read  by  him.  This  was,  of  all  things,  the 
farthest  from  his  thoughts.  He  had  merely 
stated  them  to  show  the  difficulties  in 
which  the  subject  was  involved,  and  as 
a  reason  for  bis  thinking  that  a  matter 
of  such  intricacy  would  be  the  best  set- 
tled by  the  intelligence  of  the  House, 
chosen,  as  he  hoped  it  would  be,  by  ballot, 
which  would  give  every  member  the 
power  of  putting  into  the  glass  the  names 
he  really  thought  best  calculated  for  the 
service. 
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Dutch  Colonies-^Cessiok  of  Ja  va.] 
The  Marauis  of  Larudoranexohe^  pursuant 
to  the  notice  he  had  given,  to  move  an 
address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  for  copies 
of  the  instructions  transmitted  by  his  ma* 
jesty's  secretary  of  state  to  the  governor 
I  of  Java,  for  the  surrender  of  that  island 
to  the  commistiooers  appointed. by  tfat* 
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Dutch  government  to  receive  it;  and  also 
for  a  copy  of  the  protest  of  sir  Thomas 
Baffles  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
Dutch  authorities  in  the  Malayan  Archi- 
pelago, dated  the  12th  of  August,  1818. 
Xn  bringing  forward  this  motion  it  was  far 
from  his  intention  now  to  call  in  question 
the  principles  on  which  the  cession  of  the 
Dutch  colonies  to  the  government  of  the 
Netherlands  had  been  made.    Whatever 
doubts  some  might  entertain  of  the  pro- 
priety of  that  measure,   at  a  time  when 
the  Dutch  were  receiving  a  great  accession 
of  territory  in  Europe — however  much 
some  of  them  might  be  disposed  to  con« 
dcnin  the  policy  of  again  restoring  the 
Dutch  colonies,  that  question  must  now 
be  assumed  to  be  completely  precluded. 
The  subject  to  which  he  had  now  to  call 
their  lordships  attention,    was  not   the 
principles  on  which  the  treaty  had  been 
concluded,  but  the  manner  of  its  execu- 
tion, in  which  he  considered  the  honour, 
the  policy,  and  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try to  liavc  been  involved.    The  circum- 
stance which  induced  him  to  submit  the 
present  motion  to  their  lordships  had  its 
origin  in  our  occupation  of  the  island  of 
Ji^va.    It  would  be  recollected,   that  in 
the  year  181 1 ,  lord  Minto,  then  governor- 
general  of  India,  despatched  an  expedition 
to  Java,   which  took  possession  of  that 
settlement.    Whatever  degree  of  merit 
belonged  to  that  eminent  statesman,  for 
the  exertions  he  made  to  reduce  Java,  and 
place  it  under  the  British  dominion,  still 
greater  merit  must  be  ascribed  to  the 
same  distinguished  person,  for  establishing 
in  that  island  a  government  capable  of 
drawing  forth  all  its  resources,  and  con- 
verting the  possession  into  a  source  of 
wealth  and  prosperity  for  this  country. 
What  importance  was.  attached  to  this 
conquest,  and  what  advantages  were  anti- 
cipated from  it,  would  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  Speech  from  the  throne  in  1812, 
and  by  the  votes  of  parliament.     Their 
lordships  were  doubtless  aware,   that  all 
the  anticipations  of  advantages  from  this 
operation  had  been  more  than  fulBlled  by 
Java  being  raised,   in  a  short  space  of 
time,  to  a  greater  degree  of  prosperity 
than  any  other  colony  in  the  Indian  seas. 
To  what  was  this  prosperity  to  be  as- 
cribed ?  Unquestionably  to  the  measures 
of  lord  Minto,  and  to  the  care  and  ability 
of  sir  Thomas  Raffles,   to  whom  his  lord* 
ship    intrusted  the    government  of  the 
colony.    That  gentleman  established  wise 
regulations,  by  which  industry  and  com- 


merce were  protected,   and  full  security 
given  to  the  natives.    As  soon  as  the  go* 
vemmcut  was  settled,    it  was  discovered 
that  there  was  a  population  in  the  inte- 
rior, of  a  magnitude  and  importance  either 
far  greater  than  the  Dutch  knew  of,   or 
than  their  policy  permitted  to  be  known 
to  others.    It  was  found  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  interior  amounted  to  be- 
tween four  and  five  millions.    Some  of 
the  princes  near  the  coast  had  submitted 
to  the  Dutch,   but  others  were  perfectly 
independent.      With  these  princes    the 
British  government  formed  treaties  of  a 
beneficial  nature  to  this  country,    while 
they  were  at  the  same  time  highly  advan- 
tageous to  the  other  parties.    It  was  not 
necessary  that  he  should  enter  into  the 
details  of  these  treaties,   or  describe  the 
beneficial  effects  of  all.  of  them :   it  would 
be  fiuiiicient  if,  by  way  of  illustration,  he 
confined  himself  to  one ;  the  unfortunate 
result  of  which  had  been  the  principal 
motive  for  his  bringing  forward  the  pre* 
sent  motion.    Soon  after  the  establish- 
ment of  the  British  government  in  Java, 
it  was  discovered  that  great  advantages 
might  be  derived  from  the  occupation  of 
the  island  of  Banca,  which  was  most  fa- 
vourably situated  for  carrying  on  com- 
merce with  China.    The  British  governor 
did  not  attempt  to  take  forcible  possession 
of  the  island,  but  finding  it  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  sultan  of  Palembang,  pro* 
ceeded  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  that 
sovereign,  by  which  the  island  was  for- 
mally ceded  to  Great  Britain.    In  return 
for  this  cession,   the  other  dominions  of 
the  sultan  were  guaranteed  to  him.    But 
their  lordships  would  mark  what  soon  en- 
sued.   In  the  course  of  a  few  years  it  was 
affreed  to  restore  to  the  Dutch  the  colo- 
nies which  had  been  taken  from  them  io 
the  Indian  seas.    It  was  stipulated,  that 
they  should  have  all  the  colonies  which 
were  in  their  possession  in  the  year  1803* 
Now,  this  island  of  Banca  had  never  been 
in  their  possession,  and  therefore  was  not 
included  in  the  terms  of  the  stipulation* 
A  separate  article  was,  however,  agreed 
to,  by  which  Banca  was  also  surrendered  to 
the  king  of  the  Netherlands.    This  cession 
was  msde  to  the  Dutch  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, namely,  for  Cochin;  but  while 
we  thus  obtained  the  advantage  of  the 
possession  of  Banca,  no  care  was  taken 
to  secure  the  interests  of  the  sultan  of 
Palembang,    who  consequently  claimed 
that  protection  to  which  he  was  entitled 
by  the  treaty.    The  British  governor,  wha 
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had  received  orders  merely  for  the  tur« 
render  of  the  colony,  had  no  power  to 
insist  on  any  conditions  in  favour  of  the 
sultan.  He  was,  therefore,  under  the 
necessity  of  con6ning  himself  to  making 
a  protest  against  the  infringement  of  the 
rights  secured  to  that  sovereign  by  treaty ; 
but  this  protest  was  no  sooner  made  than 
the  Dutch  commissioners  turned  round 
on  him,  and  asked,  whether  he  had  any 
instructions  on  the  subject  of  that  protest 
from  Europe.  As  it  appeared  to  them 
that  he  had  received  no  instructions  from 
his  government,  they  referred  him  to  the 
letter  of  the  treaty  concluded  with  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands,  and  insisted  on 
its  strict  execution.  In  this  state  of 
ttungB  sir  Thomas  Raffles  found  himself 
obliged  to  agree  to  the  unconditional  sur- 
render of  the  island.  The  Dutch  having 
thus  obtained  possession,  soon  proceeded 
to  make  encroachments  on  the  rights  of 
the  sultan  of  Palembang,  subverted  his 
authority,  and  paid  no  respect  whatever 
to  the  treaty  by  which  the  British  govem- 
miBnt  had  guaranteed  to  him  the  fiill  sove* 
reignty  of  his  dominions.  Sir  Thomas 
Raffles  had  again  endeavoured  to  obtain 
justice  for  this  unfortunate  sovereign,  by 
making  another  fruitless  protest  from  Fort 
Marlt|Orough,  the  seat  of  his  present  go- 
vernment^ and  that  protest  was  one  of  the 
papers  which  he  wished  to  be  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  their  lordships.-^ 
Upon  the  consideration  of  ali  he  had 
•rated,  he  would  now  ask  their  lordshtp§, 
nHiether  lhi»  waanot  a  case  which  affected 
the  honour  and' character  of  the  country  ? 
It  surely  would  not  be  said,  that  the  aif* 
ference  between  the  form  of  the  govern- 
menta  of  the  East  and  our  own  was  a  rea* 
son  fbr  not  keeping  faith  with  them.  If 
aoch  an  argument  were  set  up,  he  would 
aisk,  upon  what  ground  any  treaties  were 
negotiated  there  i  When  their  lordships 
considered  that  this  cotintry  was  often 
obliged  to  enter  into  treaties  with  nations 
in  the  East,  to  which  the  policy  of  Europe 
was  very  little  known,  they  would  see  tne 
neccBsity  of  Voiding  any  conduct  which 
was  calculated  to  excite'  a  suspicion  of 
oar  good  faith.  Our  Indian  dominion  ex* 
tended  over  many  millions  of  people, 
whom  we  could  never  hope  to  govern  by 
force.  In  all  engagements  entered  into 
with  aoeh  people,  it  was  necessary  to 
impfess  on  their  minds,  that  they  could 
rely  with  foil  security  on  the  execution  of 
M  stipiilations  made  with  the  British  go- 
Tbe  Doble  marquii  concloded 
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by  movingf  ^  iThat  an  huaable  Address 
be  presented  td  his  royal  highness  the 
PriAce  Regent  for  Copies  of  the  Instruc-' 
tions  and  Protest  mentioned  in  the  open- 
ing of  his  Speech." 

Earl  Bathuni  said,  he  should  not  ob- 
ject to  the  production  of  copies  of  jhe  in« 
structlons  which  had  been  transmitted, 
for  the  surrender,  in  the  terms  of  the 
treaty,  of  the  colonies  which  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  Dutch  in  the  year  1803 ; 
but  if  the  noble  marquis  wished  to  obtain 
copies  of  the  Instructiona  which  were 
sent  out  after  communications  on  the 
subject  of  the  cession  had  taken  place 
between  the  Dutch  and  English  com- 
missioners, these  were  documents  of  a 
very  different  description,  and  he  could 
not  consent  to  their  being  made  public. 
There  Were  points  connected  with  the 
transaction  still  under  discussion  between 
the  two  governments;  and,  in  such  a 
sQite  of  affairs,  their  lordships  would  rea- 
dily perceive  the  propriety  of  his  with- 
holding any  communication  of  the  docu- 
ments on  which  these  discussions  were 
founded.  It  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  of 
the  noble  mafquis,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
his  majesty's  government,  before  they 
surrendered'  Java,  to  exact  from  the 
Dutch  commissioners  a  pledge  that  they 
would  abide  by  the  treaty  contracted  with 
the  sultan  of  Palembang  while  the  island 
was  in  our  possession ;  but  no  such  pledge 
could'  be  required,  for,  had  any  conditions 
been  demanded  before  Java  and  Banca 
wei'c  given  up,  such  a  demand  would 
have  been  a  violation  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded with  the  king  of  the  Netherlands, 
in  which  surrender  was  unconditionally 
stipulated;  He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that 
representations  had  not  been  made  on  the 
subject  at  the  time ;  but  only  that  we  had 
no  right  to  hold  possession  till  an  arrange-' 
ment  should  be  made.  Any  agreements 
entered  into  with  native  authorities  must 
have  been  concluded,  either  with  princes' 
who  were  subject  to  the  former  Dutch 
government,  or  those  who  were  inde- 
pendent of  it.  If  with  the  former  the 
superiority  of  the  Dutdi  government 
wiM  restored  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty ; 
and  in  no  arrangement  made  with  tho 
independent  princes,  was  it  ever  de- 
clared, either  by  the  British  government, 
or  the  directors  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany, that  Java  would  not  be  surrendered 
until  the  Dutch  government  agreed  to  re-* 
cognize  their  claims*  His  majesty's  go* 
vernttent  bad  agreed  to  cede  the  full  ao* 
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Tereignfy  of  Banca  to  the  Dutch  govern- 
nienl»  and  received  in  return  the  sove- 
reignty of  Cochin.  If  we  had  not  posses- 
sed the  full  sovereignty  of  Baiica,  we 
could  not  have  fulfilled  this  agreement. 
The  Dutch  would  have  retained  Cochin, 
and  then  Banca  would  have  remained  iu 
the  situation  in  which  it  stood  before  Java 
was  taken.  At  that  time  the  Dutch  had  an 
establishment  at  BancBy  which  they  would 
have  replaced ;  so  that,  consistently  with 
the  letter  of  die  treaty,  both  places  would 
have  been  in  their  power.  It  was  true, 
that  on  the  surrender  of  Banca  by  the 
sultan  of  Palembang,  we  had  acknow- 
ledged him  an  independent  sovereign; 
but  it  was  never  understood  that  this 
country  was  therefore  to  protect  him 
against  the  aggressions  of  every  other 
power.  He  did  not  mean  to  justify  the 
conduct  of  the  Dutch  government,  but 
only  to  contend  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  treaty  which  imposed  upon  this  coun- 
try the  duty  of  protecting  the  sovereign 
of  Palembang.  He  admitted,  however, 
that  the  qtiestion  was  one  which  might 
fairly  be  a  subject  of  amicable  discussion 
between  the  sovernments  of  this  country 
and  the  Netherlands.  He  trusted  that 
this  country  would  always  strictly  maintain 
her  engagements ;  but  it  certainly  would 
not  be  prudent  to  search  out  opportunities 
for  an  unnecessary  and  officious  interfer- 
ence in  the  concerns  of  other  govern- 
ments. With  regard  to  the  protest,  he 
could  not  agree  to  its  production.  Sir 
Thomas  RaiBies  had  been  governor 
of  Java.  Charges  were  brought  against 
him  for  his  conduct  in  that  situation ;  but, 
on  an  investigation,  he  was  fully  and  ho- 
nourably acquitted,  and  was  afterwards 
appointed  to  his  present  situation.  A  few 
days  before  his  departure  he  represented, 
that  if  he  went  out  only  as  head  of  the 
residency  in  the  neighbourhood  of  another 
of  which  he  had  been  governor,  he  would 
be  placed  in  a  disagreeable  situation,  as  it 
might  appear  to  many  that  the  charges 
against  him  had  been  thought  well  found- 
ed. Upon  this  representation  it  was 
agreed  that  he  should  have  the  nominal 
appointment  of  lieutenant  governor,  but 
he  was  expressly  instructed  to  consider 
hiinself  in  fact,  as  merely  the  commercial 
resident,  and  as  having  no  political  autho- 
rity whatever.  This  being  the  case,  he 
was  surprised  how  any  political  character 
could  be  ascribed  to  the  protest,  and  he 
would  leave  it  to  their  lorcubips  consider- 
ation, whether  under  such  circumstances 
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it  would  not  be  very  improper  to  lay  that 
document  on  the  table.  If  the  noble 
marquis  would  agree  to  confine  his  mo- 
tion to  the  first  instructions  he  should  not 
oppose  it. 

Lord  Holland  thought  that  the  noble 
earl  had  completely  failed  in  his  answer  to 
tlie  statements  of  nis  noble  relation.  The 
noble  earl  had  endeavoured  to  show,  that 
in  consequence  of  a  deficiency  in  point  of 
form,  part  of  the  information  called  for 
was  not  fit  to  be  presented  to  their  lord- 
ships ;  but  he  had  said  nothing  to  remove 
the  impression  produced  by  the  speech  of 
his  noble  relation,  namely,  that  a  transac* 
tion  had  taken  place  with  respect  to  the 
surrender  of  Java,  which  deserved  the  se- 
rious inquiry  of  parliament.  In  moving  for 
the  instructionssent  to  the  governor  of  Java, 
his  noble  friend  had  inferred  nothing  with 
respect  to  these  instructions  as  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  treaty  with  the  sultan  of  Pa- 
lembang. His  noble  friend  merely  wished 
to  ascertain  whether  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  were  to  be  considered  as  absolute, 
or  whether  there  had  not  been  some  un- 
derstanding between  the  two  governments 
on  the  subject  of  the  surrender  of  Java« 
which  might  have  served  to  modify  those 
terms.  Without  some  such  understand- 
ing, there  was  a  breach  of  faith  with  the 
native  princes  with  whom  treaties  had 
been  concluded.  We  who  pretended  to 
go  about  the  world  to  teach  moral  les- 
sons to  mankind,  were  particularly  called 
upon  to  give  examples  of  good  faith  in 
the  maintenance  of  treaties.  The  sultan 
of  Palembang  surrendered  Banca  for  what 
he  considered  an  equivalent,  and  of  that 
compensation  he  was  now  to  be  deprived. 
The  noble  earl  bad  said,  that  we  made  no 
promise  to  retain  possession,  of  Java  but 
did  he  mean  to  contend,  that  it  was  just 
to  deliver  over  to  another  power  a  sover 
reign  with  whom  we  had  recently  made  a 
treaty,  without  asking  any  security  for 
the  fulfilment  of  the  engsgements  into 
which  we  bad  entered  ?  This  would  be 
an  assertion  in  direct  contradiction  with 
the  law  of  natioBSrand,  what  was  far  more 
important,  with  the  feelings  and  common 
sense  of  all  mankind.  It  would  have 
looked  much  better  had  the  noble  earl 
said,  that  those  who  made  the  treaty  with 
the  government  of  the  Netherlands  were 
Ignorant  of  the  agreement  entered  into 
with  the  sultan  of  Palembang.  In  that 
case  there  would  be  an  acknowledgment 
of  great  carelessness;  but  the  colour 
which  the  noble  lord  had  endeavoured  to 
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put  on  the  transaction  gave  it  a  fer  deeper 
die.    He  had  objected  to  the  protest,  that 
it  was  unofficial :  but  if  his  noble  friend 
obtained    that  document,    his  next  step 
would  be  to  move  for  the  treaty  concluded 
trith  the  sultan  of  Palembang.    But    it 
was  said,  why  move  for  all  the  instruc- 
tions  ?     The  answer  was,  that  though  no- 
thing appeared  on  the  tace  of  the  treaty, 
these  instructions  might  show  what  really 
were  the  views  of  the  two  governments 
with  respect  to  this  affair.    The  noble  earl 
founded  an  argument  on  the  circumstance 
of  the  Dutch  having  had  a  settlement  on 
the  island  of  Banca ;   but  the  real  state 
oF  the  fact  was,  that  we  had  obtained  the 
full  sovereignty  of  that  island,  on  a  bargain 
with  the  suitan  of  Palembang,  and  had  af- 
terwards ceded  that  sovereignty  to  the 
Dutch,  leaving  the  sovereign  from  whom 
we  received  it  without  any  security  for 
the  stipulation  into  which  we  had  entered 
with  him.  He  must  consider  the  honour  of 
the  country  very  much  sacrificed,  if  the 
government  did  not  insist  on  the  fulfilment 
of  that    stipulation    by  the   Dutch.     It 
might,  perhaps,  be  thought  by  persons  of 
authority  in  some  other  countries,  that  a 
great  advantage  was  to  be  obtained  by 
lowering  the  character  and  credit  of  Great 
Britain.    It  might  suit  their  policy  to  say 
to  nations  in  remote  parts  of  the  globe, 
**  You  see  what  you  gain  by  entering  into 
agreements  with  the  English.    Whatever 
stipulations   they   may  make  with    you, 
they  are  certain  to  sacrifice  you  to  their 
general  system  of  policy,  whenever  they 
make  peace  with  their  neighbours  in  Eu* 
rope."     This  was  a  consideration  which, 
be  thought,  ought  to  induce  their  lord- 
ships to  insist  on  the  production  of  the 
information  asked  by  his  noble  friend,  in 
order  that  the  whole  matter  might  undergo 
a  full  investigation. 

Earl  Bathurst  in  explanation,  said,  that 
the  question  of  our  right  to  interfere  in 
favour  of  the  sultan  of  Palembang  might . 
be  determined  by  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
action between  him  and  the  government 
of  Java,  by  which  he  acauired  the  sove- 
reignty of  which  the  Dutcn  threatened  to 
dijipossess  him,  Ifthe  treaty  was  a  finished 
transactitm,  if  the  exchange  of  the  sove- 
reignty of  Palembang  against  that  of 
Banca  was  completely  executed ;  then  we 
had  done  all  that  on  our  part  we  were 
bound  to  do.  After  he  acquired  from  us 
the  sovereignty  of  Palembang  by  ceding 
Banca,  our  part  of  the  engagement  was 
fulfilled.    He  waa  then  left  to  conduct 
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himself  as  best  suited  his  own  interest, 
and  to  take  those  measures  roost  calcu* 
lated  for  his  protection.  We  did  not 
stipulate  to  guarantee  him  against  all  ag- 
gression, and,  whatever  we  might  be  dis- 
posed to  do  for  him,  were  not  to  protect 
him  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  acquisition 
he  had  made.  By  receiving  Banca  in  full 
sovereignty  from  him,  and  transferring  to 
him  the  full  sovereignty  of  Palembang  in 
return,  we  had  done  all  that  we  were 
bound  by  treaty  to  perform :  the  conven- 
tion  was  executed;  the  transaction  was 
complete;  and  nothing  that  happened 
with  a  reference  to  the  sultan,  from  those 
that  succeeded  us  in  the  government  of 
Java,  imposed  upon  us  the  necessity  of 
interfering  in  his  behalf;  The  British  go- 
vernment, however,  had  entered  into  ne« 
potiations  with  that  of  the  Netherlands  on 
the  subject,  and  what  rendered  those 
transactions  complicated,  and  appeored  to 
countenance  the  Dutch  colonial  adminis- 
tration in  the  steps  it  had  taken  was,  that 
the  Dutch,  before  1803,  had  a  factory  at 
Palembang,  and  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  in 
1814,  the  possessions  within  their  domi- 
nion at  the  former  epoch,  and  subse- 
quently conquered  by  us,  were  to  be  re- 
stored. The  question  now  under  discus- 
sion between  the  two  governments  was, 
had  the  right  of  the  Dutch  to  this  settle- 
ment been  restored  at  the  peace?  He 
suggested,  that  the  noble  marquis,  in 
order  to  have  complete  information,  should 
amend  his  motion,  by  adding  to  it,  *<  the 
treaty  concluded  between  the  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Java  and  the  present  sultan  of 
Palembang,  by  which  the  sovereignty  of 
Banca  was  ceded  to  us  in  excharjge  for 
that  of  Palembang." 

Lord  Holland  contended,  that  if  we 
had  received  the  sovereignty  of  Banca  for 
that  of  Palembang,  aud  if  we  still  retained 
what  was  given  as  the  equivalent,  we  were 
bound  to  support  the  sultan  in  the  rights 
which  he  had  acquired  by  the  transfer. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the 
treaty  and  the  instructions  in  question 
might  be  granted,  but  the  protest  could 
not,  and  for  this  plain  reason— that  it  was 
not  an  official  document,  it  being  made  by 
a  person  who  had  no  right  to  make  it.  In 
the  discussion  that  might  arise  after  the 
other  papers  were  laid  on  the  table,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  present  motion,  the  sub- 
ject might  be  considered  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, with  as  much  information  and  lati- 
tude as  if  the  protest  was  actually  pro- 
duced.   H^would  not  refer  to  the  other 
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parts  of  the  questioB,  till  the  papers 
moved  for  were  laid  on  the  table.  He 
must,  however,  aDimadvert  on  an  omission 
ID  the  noble  lord's  observations,  in  reply 
to  his  noble  friend.  The  noble  lord  had 
argued  as  if  the  government  of  this  coun- 
trv  had  done  nothing ;  whereas,  his  noble 
friend  had  mentioned,  that  discussions  on 
the  subject  were  even  now  going  forward 
between  the  two  governments.  The  noble 
lord  opposite  had  proceeded  on  the  idea 
that  we  could  have  withheld  the  cession 
of  Java  and  its  dependencies  till  the  king 
of  the  Netherlands  agreed  to  receive  these 
dominions,  subject  to  the  engagements 
into  which,  during  our  temporary  posses- 
•ion,  we  had  entered  with  the  native 
princes.  This  point  could  not  be  main- 
tained, when  it  was  recollected,  that  the 
treatv  of  Paris  was  entirely  unconditional* 
To  nave  refused  the  restoration  of  these 
colonies,  therefore,  till  the  Dutch  govern- 
ment entered  into  our  compacts,  or  sub- 
mitted to  any  proposed  conditions,  would 
have  been  on  our  part  a  breach  of  faith. 
He  did  not  mean  to  enter  now  into  the 
general  question,  but  he  could  not  help 
entering  his  protest  against  a  doctrine 
advanced  by  the  noble  lords  opposite,  or 
implied  in  their  observations,  which  went 
to  militate  against  one  of  the  clearest  and 
most  generally  recognized  laws  of  nation;. 
The  doctrine  he  alluded  to  was,  that  con- 
quest gives  sovereignty,  and  that  by  con- 
quering the  islands  or  colonies  of  our 
enemy,  we  were  entitled  to  consider  them 
as  our  own  in  perpetuity.  Now  he  would, 
on  the  contrary,  maintain,  that  the  con* 
^uest  of  colonies  gave  us  no  right  to  con- 
sider them  as  appropriated  ;  and  that  the 
sovereignty  resided  in  the  state  from  which 
they  were  conquered,  till  their  final  cession 
by  treaty^  after  peace.  All  arrangements 
of  such  possessions,  and  all  engagements 
entered  into,  as  administrator  of  them,  by 
the  conquerors,  could  only  be  regarded 
as  temporary  and  conditional,  and  migh\ 
cease  to  be  binding  after  their  restoration, 
unless  speciall V  provided  for  by  particular 
treaties.  Nothing  had  happened  in  these 
eastern  colonies,  nor  was  any  thing  au- 
tboriaed  by  the  government,  to  allow  a 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  regarding  them, 
different  fh>m  what  was  forced  upon  us  in 
other  cases.  They  were  conquered  by 
us  in  the  same  manner  as  we  had  con- 
quered other  colonies,  they  were  held  by 
us  as  a  conquest:  it  was  contemplated 
that  they  might  be  restored  at  tlie  peace, 
and,  thmfose,  any  engagements  that  we 


entered  into  as  their  temporary  possessors, 
could  only  be  considered  as  temporary, 
unless  specially  guaranteed  by  treaties  in- 
dependent of  our  temporary  rights. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansaomne  said,  he 
would  withdraw  so  much  of  his  motion  as 
referred  to  the  protest,  not  because  he 
allowed  the  justice  of  the  objection  stated 
to  its  production,  but  because  he  did  not 
see  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  the  dis- 
cussion if  the  other  papers  were  granted, 
and  because  the  whole  subject  might  thus 
be  brought  under  the  review  of  the  house 
by  other  means  of  information.  With  re- 
gard to  the  terms  of  his  motion  regarding 
the  instructions,  they  might  be  modified 
so  as  to  include  what  the  noUe  lords  op- 
posite were  willing  to  produce.  He  did 
not  move  for  the  treaty  of  Paris  as  regard- 
ing this  question,  because  it  was  already 
before  the  House.  The  noble  earl  oppo- 
site bad  stated,  that  the  Dutch  haa  a 
factory  at  Banca  before  180S;  but  that 
establishment  was  not  equivalent  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  island,  or  why  was  the 
cession  of  it  made  a  particular  article  of 
the  treaty,  and  not  included  in  the  general 
engagement  to  restore  the  Dutch  colonies  i 
The  island  was,  therefore,  not  considered 
as  belonging  to  the  Dutch  before  1814; 
it  was  not  given  them  by  us  for  nothing-— 
we  received  in  exchange  for  it  a  valuable 
consideration  in  perpetuity.  If,  then,  the 
sovereignty  of  this  island  was  transferred 
to  us  in  perpetuity,  and  if  for  it  we  had 
received  the  permanent  settlement  of 
Cochin,  ^ow  could  it  be  contended  that 
our  engagement  with  the  sultan  was 
merely  of  a  temporary  nature  ?  The  noble 
earl  who  spoke  last  had  said,  that  the 
treaty  of  Paris  was  absolute  and  uncon- 
ditioual ;  and  was  not  that  with  the  sultan 
of  Palembang,  by  which  we  received  a 
valuable  colony,  absolute  too  ?  The  sultan 
had  relied  on  the  permanency  of  his  ac* 
quisilion  as  much  as  we  did  on  ours  ;  and 
were  the  advantage  and  security  to  be  all 
on  one  side  ?  The  rule  of  the  uncohditional 
surrender  of  conquests  could  not  apply  to 
Baapi,  because  Banca  had  not  been  con- 
quered from  the  Dutch.  The  noble  mar- 
quis concluded  by  reading  his  motion, 
which  included  copies  of  the  two  warrants, 
by  which  Java  and  its  dependencies,  and 
the  island  of  Banca,  were  surrendered  to 
the  Dutch  in  181 1-,  and  a  copy  of  the 
treaty  concluded  between  the  government 
of  Java,  when  under  the  British  dominion, 
and  the  sultan  of  Palembang,  regarding 
tM»  cession  of  Banca. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Mondayt  February  !• 
London  New  Prison.]    The  sheriffs 
of  London  presented  a  petition  from  the 
city  of  London,  praying  for  leave  to  ap- 
propriate a  certain  portion   of  the  un- 
claimed dividends  of  the  Orphan  Fund, 
towards  the  liquidation  of  the  expenses 
attending  the  building  of  the  New  Prison. 
Mr.  Holme  Sumner  said,  that  this  was 
a  petition  precisely  similar  to  one  which 
was  presented  last  year.  He  had  then  said, 
before  the  city  of  London  could  claim  the 
funds  of  others  for  their  own  purposes, 
they  ought  first  to  show  that  their  own 
funds  were  insufficient.     He  had  then 
moved  for  certain  accounts  in  order  to 
ascertain  this.    No  answer  was  returned 
to  the  order  for  these  accounts  for  more 
than  three  months,  and  at  last,  instead  of 
complying  with  the  order^  the  city  of 
London  presented  a  petition  to  the  House 
to  reconsider  the  matter :  in  short,  rather 
than    show   the  accounts,    the   city   of 
London  withdrew  their  bill.      He  now 
gave  notice,  that  whenever  they  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  object 
in  question,  he  should  move  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  accounts  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Waithman  said,  he  had  not  sat  in 
the  House  last  session,  nor  had  he  taken 
a  part  in  the  debates  on  the  subject  else- 
where.   He  would  however  say,  that  the 
corporation  of   London  were  ready  to 
show  all  the  accounts  which,  in  common 
fairness,  they  were  bound  to  show  to  the 
House ;  and  they  would  make  it  appear, 
that  their  application  in  this  case  was 
founded  on  reason  and  justice.    They  not 
only  supported  their  own  prisoners,  but 
also  those  of  the  county  of  Middlesex. 
Now,  the  prisoners  of  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex were*  to  those  of  the  city  of  Lon> 
don,  in   the  proportion  of  five  to  one. 
^hen  it  became  necessary  for  the  city  of 
London  to  erect  a  new  prison  at  a  great 
expensi,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  pri- 
soners of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  surely 
it  was  but  fair  and  reasonable  that, they 
should  derive  assistance  from  the  Orphan 
Fund. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onsloto  admitted,  that  the 
worthy  alderman  was  not  in  parliament 
when  this  subject  had  last  come  before 
the  House.  On  that  occasion,  when  the 
House  ordered  the  corporation  to  produce 
their  accounts,  thev  did  not  do  so ;  but 
they  abandoned  the    attempt    for    that 
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to  a  gaol  for  the  accommodation  oF  Mid- 
dlesex prisoners,  if  the  corporation  have 
expended  money  in  the  erection  of  such 
a  prison,  the  more  regular  way  was,  to 
raise  that  money  by  a  local  tax.  He  did 
not  comprehend  why  coals,  one  of  the 
most  necessary  articles  of  life,  should  be 
taxed  in  the  counties  of  Surrey,  Oxford, 
Essex,  and  Kent,  merely  because  the  cor- 
poration of  London  had  built  a  prison,  in 
which  prisoners  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex were  confined.  As  a  representative 
of  the  county  of  Surrey,  to  which  place 
the  tax  would  extend,  he  would  protest 
against  the  prayer  of  the  present  petition 
on  principle,  and  would  submit  to  the 
House,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
entertain  it  for  a  moment  until  those  ac- 
counts which  had  been  formerly  ordered, 
and  which  had  been  never  furnished, 
should  be  laid  before  them. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Papers  relating  to  the  Con- 
gress AT  Aix-la-Chapelle.  ]  Lord 
Castlereagh  presented,  by  command  of 
the  Prince  Regent,  the  following 

Papers  relating  to  the  Covorebb 
AT  Aix-la-Chapslls  in  October 
AND  November,  1818. 

No.  1.— Convention  between  his  Britannic 
Majesty  and  his  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
for  the  evacuation  of  the  French  territory 
by  the  allied  troops.— Signed  at  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  October  9, 1818. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Undivided 

Trinity. 

Their  majesties  the  emperor  of  Austria,  the 
king  of  Prussia,  and  the  emperor  of  all  the 
Russias,  having  repaired  to  Aii-la-Chspelle: 
and  their  majesties  the  king  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
the  king  of  France  and  Navarre,  having  sent 
thither  their  plenipotentiaries;  the  ministers 
of  ^e  five  courts  have  assembled  in  con- 
ference  together;   and  the   plenipotentiary 
of  France  having  intimated,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  state   of  France,   and  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  treaty  of  November 
80,    1815,  his  most  Christian  majesty  was 
desirous  that  the  miliUry  occupation  stipu- 
lated by  the  fifth  article  of  the  said  Ueaty, 
should  cease  as  soon  as  possible,  the  ministers 
of  the  courts  of  Austria,  Great  Britain,  Prussia, 
and  Russia,  after  bavins  in  concert  with  the 
said  plenipotentiary  of  France,  maturely  exa- 
mined every  thing  that  could  have  an  in- 
fluence on  such  an  important  decision,  haino 
declared,  that  their  sovcieigns  would  adroit 
the  principle  of  the  evacuation  of  the  French 


time.     As  to  what  bad  been  said|  ^relative    territory  at  the  end  of  the  third  year  of  the 
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occupation;  and  wishing  to  confinn  this 
resolution  by  a  formal  convention,  and  to 
secure,  at  the  same  time,  the  definitive  execu- 
tion of  the  said  treaty  of  November  80. 
1815, — his  majesty  the  king  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on 
the  one  part,  and  his  majesty  tbe  king  of 
France  and  Navarre  on  the  other  part, 
have,  for  this  purpose,  named  as  their  pleni- 
potentiaries, viz.  His  majesty  the  kins  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
the  right  hon.  Robert  Btewart,  viscount  Cas- 
tlereagh,  knight  of  the  roost  noble  and  illus- 
trious onler  of  the  Garter,  a  member  of  the 
imperial  parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, colonel  of  the  Londonderry  regiment  of 
militia,  a  member  of  his  Britannic  miyesty-s 
most  honourable  privy  council,  and  his  princi- 

gd  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  afiairs,  &c. 
c.  and  the  most  excellent  and  most  illustrious 
lord  Arthur,  duke,  marquis,  and  earl  of  Wel- 
lington, marquis  Douro,  viscount  Wellington 
of  Talavera  and  of  Wellington,  and  baron 
Douroof  Wellcsley :  a  member  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty's  most  honourable  privy  council, 
a  field  marshal  of  his  forces,  colonel  of  the 
royal  reeiment  of  Horse-guaitls,  knight  of  the 
most  noble  and  most  illustrious  order  of  the 
Garter,  and  knight  grand  cross  of  the  most 
honourable  military  order  of  the  Bath ;  prince 
of  Waterloo,  duke  ofCiudad  Rodrigo,  and  a 
mndee  of  Spain  of  the  first  class,  duke  of 
Vittoria,  marquis  of  Torres  Vedras,  conde  of 
Vimeira  in  Portugal,  knieht  of  the  most  il- 
lustrious order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  of  the 
military  order  of  Saint  Ferdinand  of  Spain, 
knight  erand  cross  of  the  imperial  military  or- 
der of  Maria  Theresa,  knight  grand  cross  of  the 
military  order  of  Saint  George  of  Russia,  of 
the  first  class,  knight  grand  cross  of  the  royal 
and  military  order  of  trie  Tower  and  Sword  of 
Portugal,  knight  grand  cross  of  tbe  royal  and 
military  order  of  the  Sword  of  Sweden,  &c.  &c. 
&c. — And  his  majesty  the  king  of  France  and 
Navarre,  the  sienr  Armand  Emanuel  du 
Plessis  Richelieu,  duke  of  Richelieu,  peer  of 
France,  knight  of  the  royal  and  military  order 
of  Saint  Louis,  of  the  royal  order  of  the  Legion 
of  Honour,  and  of  the  orders  of  Saint  Andrew, 
Saint  Alexander  Newsky,  Saint  Anne,  Saint 
Wladimir,  and  Saint  George  of  Russia  ;  h'ls 
first  gentleman  of  the  chamber,  his  minister 
and  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  and 
president  of  the  council  of  his  ministers ; — 
who,  after  having  mutually  communicated  to 
each  other  their  respective  full  powers,  found 
to  be  in  good  and  due  form,  have  agreed  upon 
the  following  articles : 

Art.  I. — The  troops  composing  the  'army 
of  occupation  shall  oe  withdrawn  from  the 
territory  of  France  by  the  30th  of  November 
next,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

Art.  II. — The  strong  places  and  fortresses 
which  the  said  troops  occupy,  shall  be  given 
up  to  commissioners  named  for  that  purpose 
by  his  roost  Christian  mt^esty,  in  the  state  in 
which  they  were  at  the  time  of  their  occupa- 
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tion,  conformably  to  the  ninth  article  of  the 
convention  concluded  in  execution  of  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  November  SOth, 
1815. 

Art.  III.— The  sum  destined  to  provide  for 
the  pay,  the  equipment,  and  the  clothing  of 
the  troops  of  the  army  of  occupation,  shall  be 
paid,  in  all  cases,  up  to  tbe  SOth  of  November 
next,  on  the  same  footing  on  which  it  has 
existed  since  the  1st  of  December,  1817. 

Art.  IV. —  All  the  accounts  between 
France  and  the  allied  powers  having  been 
regulated  and  settled,  the  sum  to  be  paid  by 
France  to  complete  the  execution  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  November 
SOth,  1815|  is  definitively  fixed  at  365  millions 
of  francs. 

Art.  V. — ^Of  this  sum  the  amount  of  100 
millions,  effective  value,  shall  be  paid  bv  in- 
scriptions of  reniei  on  the  great  bdok  of  tbe 
public  debt  of  France,  bearmg  interest  firom 
the  «8nd  of  September,  1818.  The  said  in- 
scriptions shall  be  received  at  the  rate  of  the 
funds  on  Monday  the  5th  of  October,  1818. 

Art.  VI. — The  remaining  165  millions 
shall  be  paid  by  nine  monthly  instalments, 
commencing  on  the  6th  of  January  next,  by 
bills  on  the  houses  of  Hope  and  Co.  and 
Baring,  Brothers  and  Co.,  which,  as  well  as 
the  inscription  of  renfet,  mentioned  in  the 
above  article,  shall  be  delivered  to  commis- 
sioners of  the  courts  of  Austria,  Great  Britain, 
Prussia,  and  Russia,  by  the  royal  treasury  of 
France,  at  the  time  of  the  complete  and  defi- 
nitive evacuation  of  tbe  French  territory. 

Art.  VII. — At  the  same  period  the  com- 
missioners of  the  said  courts  shall  deliver  to 
the  royal  treasury  of  France  the  six  bonds  not 
yet  discharged,  which  shall  remain  in  their 
hands,  of  the  fifteen  bonds  delivered  conform- 
ably to  tbe  sesond  article  of  the  convention 
concluded  for  the  execution  of  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  November  SOth,  1815. 
The  said  commissioners  shall,  at  the  same 
time,  deliver  the  inscription  of  seven  millions 
of  rentes,  created  in  virtue  of  the  eighth  arti- 
cle of  the  said  convention. 

Art.  VIII. — ^Tbe  present  convention  shall 
be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  thereof  ex- 
changed at  Aix-la-Chapelle  in  the  space  of  a 
fortnight,  or  sooner  if  possible. — In  witness 
whereof  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  have 
signed  the  same,  and  nave  thereunto  affixed 
the  seal  of  their  arms.  Done  at  Aix-la* 
Chapelle,  the  0th  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
ofour  Lord  1818. 

L.  S.)    Castlereagb.    (L.  S.)    Richelieu. 
L.  S.)    Wellington. 

No.  II. — Protocol  between  the  five  Cabi- 
nets, signed  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  3d 
of  November,  1818. 

Tbe  Duke  de  Richelieu  represented  at  the 
conference,  that  the  terms  lor  the  p^ment 
of  the  S65  millions  to  be  furnished  by  France, 
according  to  the  Convention  of  the  9th  of 
October,  having  been  fixed  at  very  near  pe- 
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tMs,  a  too  raBid  exportation  of  specie  bas 
been  occasioned,  whiqh  tends  to  proauce  a  de- 
preciation in  the  inscriptions  of  render,  equally 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  all  the  contract* 
ing  parties.  To  remedy  this  inconvenience, 
the  duke  de  Richelieu  proposed  the  following 
airangemenCS: — 

1st.  That  the  165  millions  which  France 
ought  to  dischat^e,  according  to  the  sixth  ar- 
ticle of  the  convention,  by  nine  equal  monthly 
iastalmentSy  from  the  sixth  of  January  to  the 
€th  of  September  next,  shall  be  paid  by 
twelve  oiontbly  instalments,  from  the  6tb  of 
January  to  the  6th  of  December  inclusive ; 
the  interest  for  the  delay  of  three  months 
being  made  good  by  France,  at  the  rate  of 
five  per  cent. 

•  4a.  That  the  100  miUions  to  be  dischaned 
by  inscriptions  of  rentetf  according  to  the  fifth 
article  of  the  said  convention,  and  for  which 
^he  different  governments  have  treated  with 
Messrs.  Barine  and  Hope,  shall  be  realised  by 
payments  mane  at  the  same  epochs,  and  willi 
the  same  allowance  of  interest,  by  the  drawers, 
on  account  of  the  delay  which  shall  be  granted 
them. 

Srd.  That  arrangements  shall  be  adopted 
with  the  above-mentioned  bouses,  in  order 
that  the  bills  drawn  upon  them,  conformably 
V>  Article  VI.  may  be  paid  in  assets  at  the 
different  places  which  may  suit  the  convo- 
nienee  oi  the  governments  mterested,  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  effect  their  discharge,  and 
avoid  the  removal  of  too  great  a  mass  of 
specie. 

M.  M.  the  ministers  and  plenipotentiaries 
of  Austria,  Great  Britain,  Prassia,  and  Rus- 
sia, were  unanimously  of  opinion  to  admit 
the  proposition  of  the  duke  of  Richelieu,  with 
the  proviso  that,  with  respect  to  Article  III. 
particular  arrangements  shall  be  contracted 
with  Messrs.  Baring  and  Hope,  to  fix  the 
terms  on  which  the  assets  in  foreign  funds 
shall  be  accepted;  and  ako  that,  in  order  to 
fiu:ilitate  these  arrangements,  Mr.  Baring 
should  be  invited  to  come  to  Aix-la-Cfaapelle, 
to  take  measures  for  that  purpose,  in  concert 
Urith  the  persons  charged  with  this  business. 

Prince  Hardenberg  moreover  placed  on  the 
Protocol  the  subjoined  observations  and  re- 
servations, relative  to  the  private  arrange- 
Dient  that  the  Prussian  government  entered 
into  with  Messrs.  Baring,  for  the  part  of  the 
payments  stipukted  by  the  convention  of  the 
9in  of  October,  which  accrue  to  the  said  go- 
vernment. 

(Signed)       MsTrtaNicn. 

CilSTLC  REACH. 

Wellisgtov. 
Hakdekiiero. 
Bernstorff. 
Nesselrode. 
Capo  dTstria. 

tiubjoinad  to  the  Ptotocol  of  the  3rd  Novem- 
ber, 1818. 

.    If  the  Pnisaian  gotemment  consents  to  the 
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proposed  modifications  of  the  pecuniary  stipu* 
lations  of  the  convention  of  the  9th  of  Octo 
ber,  it  is  in  the  threefold  supposition — 1st. 
That  its  private  arrangement  with  Messrs^ 
Hope  and  Co.,  and  Baring,  Brothers,  and  Co^ 
remain  entire,  except  with  regard  to  such 
modifications  as  the  Prussian  government 
mav  ultimately  agree  upon  with  those  houses. 
2nd  That  the  loss  which  may  result  from  the 
propose<l  payment  in  assets,  upon  foreign 
places,  shall  be  made  good  to  the  allied  so* 
vereigns;  and — 3d.  That  the  guarantee  al« 
read  V  stipulated  for  the  payments  agreed  upon^ 
shall  also  extend  to  the  more  remote  periods 
now  requiied. 

No.  in.— Protocol  between  the  five  Cabi- 
nets.   Aix-la-  Chapelle,  Nov.  11,1818. 

According  to  Articles  5  and  6,  of  the  con. 
vention  signed  on  the  0th  of  October  last,  be. 
tween  France  and  the  courts  of  Austria,  Great 
Britain,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  the  sum  of  S65 
millions  of  francs  (still  remaining  to  he  paid 
by  France  for  the  entire  fulfilment  of  the  4th 
article  ^f  the  treaty  of  the  80th  of  November, 
1815),  IS  to  be  liquidated  and  discharged  by 
the  inscription  of  a  rente  of  6,615,944  francs 
in  the  *'  Grand  Livr^*  oi  the  public  debt  of 
France,  and  by  the  immediate  delivery  of 
bills,  forming  a  total  of  165  millions  of  francs, 
real  value;  the  said  bills  payable  at  Paris, 
drawn  by  the  treasury  of  France,  and  accepted 
by  the  firms  of  Hope  and  Co.  Baring,  Bro- 
thers, and  Co.  becoming  due  monthly,  on  the 
6th  of  each  month,  reckoning  from  the  6tU 
of  January  next,  to  the  6th  of  September,  in- 
clusive. 

By  an  arrangement  which  his  excellency 
field  marshal  the  duke  of  Wellington  signed, 
in  the  name  of  the  courts  of  Austria,  Great 
Britain,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  on  the  19th  of 
last  month,  with  the  said  firms  of  Hope  and 
Co.  Baring,  Brothers,  and  Co.  the  before- 
mentioned  sum  of  6,615,944  francs  of  rcnte^ 
has  been  made  over  to  those  houses  for  the 
actual  sum  of  98,015,910  franks,  payable  by 
means  of  their  engagements  due  by  ninths, 
and  at  the  same  periods  as  those  agreed  upon 
for  the  payments  to  be  made  by  the  treasury 
of  France. 

His  excellency  the  duke  of  Richelieu  having 
represented  to  the  ministers  of  the  courts  nf 
Austria,  Great  Britain,  Prussia,  and  Russia, 
that  the  state  of  circulation,  and  the  service  of 
the  public  funds  at  Paris,  required  some  still 
greater  modification  of  the  preceding  arrange- 
ments, Ihan  that  which  had  been  agreed  upon 
in  the  Protocol  of  the  Srd  of  November  last, 
and  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  five  courts, 
after  taking  the  said  state  of  affairs  into  con* 
sideration,  have  adopted  the  following  ar- 
rangements:— 1st  The  bills  of  the  treasuiy 
of  France  on  Messrs.  Hope  and  Co.  and  Ba- 
ring, Brothers,  and  Co.  which,  according  to 
Article  6,  of  the  convention  of  Ihe  9th  of  Oc- 
tober, are  to  be  delivered  to  the  comrais- 
siocmrs  of  the  four  courts,  shall  be  made  pay- 
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able  in  rigbteen  equal  ioatalmeots,  beginniDg 
on  the  6th  of  January  next,  till  the  6th  of 
June,  1890,  incluBiTe.  Snd.  The  amount  on 
account  of  interest,  to  which  the  courts  of 
Austria,  Great  Britain,  Prussia,  Russia,  and 
other  participating  states,  may  become  en* 
titled,  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of 
the  periods  of  payment  stipulated  in  the  fore- 
going paragraph,  shall  be  paid  by  the  French 
government  into  the  hands  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  four  courts  at  Paris.— 3rd.  The 
securities  given  by  the  firms  of  Hope  and  Co. 
Baring,  Brothers,  and  Co.  in  pursuance  of  the 
treaties  they  concluded  vrith  his .  excellency 
field-marshal  the  duke  of  Wellington  on  the 
iSth  of  last  month,  shall  be  equally  payable 
in  eighteen  instaln^ents,  beginning  from  the 
6lh  of  January  next,  till  the  6th  of  June, 
1820,  inclusive.— 4th.  The  interest  to  which 
the  courts  of  Austria,  Great  Britoin,  Prussia, 
Russia,  and  other  participating  states  may  be- 
come entitled,  in  consequence  of  the  extenr 
siou  of  the  periods  of  payment  stipulated  in 
paragraph  three  before-mentioned,  shall  be 
paid  by  Messrs.  Hope  and  Co.  Baring,  Brothers, 
and  Ca>.  into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  said  courts  at  Paris. — 5th.  The  balance 
of  the  interest  to  be  ^aid  in  pursuance  of  pa- 
ragraphs two  and  four  before-mentioned,  shall 
be  settled  with  the  commissioners  of  the  said 
powers,  and  the  amount  thereof  liquidated  at 
the  end  of  every  three  months.— 6th.  When 
the  French  treasury-bills,  or  those  of  Messrs. 
Hope  and  Co.  Baring,  Brothers,  and  Co.  be- 
come due,  the  latter  shall  be  at  liberty  to  pay 
the  bearers  thereof,  as  much  as  one- halt  of 
the  amount  of  the  said  bills,  by  bills  of  ex- 
change, indorsed  by  them,  upon  one  or  more 
of  the  places  hereafter  mentioned,  viz.  Ham- 
burgh, Amsterdam,  London,  Frankfort,  and 

Augsbourg ;  those  bills  of  exchange  to  have 
in  no ' — -.u-_  .L.  .    ,  «»     •  .L 

three 

their  delivery 
determined  at  each  payment  by  the  medium 
rate  of  the  exchange  at  Paris,  during  the  thirty 
days  open  Houn  de  bouru)  which  shall  have 
preceded  the  day  of  payment.  When  two 
diflferent  rates  shall  be  quoted  for  the  same . 
day,  the  medium  between  the  two  is  to  be 
taken  as  the  price  for  the  day.— With  re- 
ference to  bills  of  exchange  which  may  have 
more  than  thirty  days  to  run,  and  less  than 
three  months,  the  average  .must  be  taken  be- 
tween the  rates  quoted  for  the  two  periods. 
It  is  moreover  fully  understood,  that  the  firms 
of  Hope  and  Co.  Baring,  Brothers,  and  Co. 
remain  responsible  for  the  payment  of  the 
bills  of  exchange  delivered  In  virtue  of  the 
arrangement  before  mentioned. — 7th.  In  or- 
der to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  above 
paragraph  6,  due  notice  is  to  be  affixed  on  the 
oil  Is,  delivered  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
four  courts,  of  the  liberty  allowed  to  pay  the 
•aid  bills,  partly  in  cash,  and  partly  oy  bills 
of  exchange,  in  conformity  to  the  preceding 
stipulattons.-'8th.  It  is  fully  understood, that 


Messrs.  Hope  andX^o.  Baring,  Brothert,  and 

Co.  may  at  any  time  liquidates  their  engage- 
ments by  anticipation,  at  the  rate  of  5  par 
cent  discount  per  annum. 

Previously  to  proceeding  to  the  signatura 
of  the  present  Protocol,  prince  Hardenberg, 
the  Prussian  minister  plenipotentiary,  repro- 
duced and  demanded  the  insertion  in  the  Pro- 
tocol, of  the  accompanying  observations  and 
exceptions,  similar  to  those  consigned  to  that 
of  the  3rd  of  November.  Field-marshal  the 
duke  of  Wellington  undertook  to  conclude 
with  Messrs.  Hope  and  Co.  Barine,  Brothers, 
and  Co.  a  new  arrangement  con^rmabk  to 
the  contents  of  the  present  Protocol. 

(Signed)       METTEawics. 

Richelieu. 

Castleseagh. 

Wellivgion. 

IlARDENaEaO. 

Beekstorff. 
Nbsselrode. 
CapodIstria. 

No.  rv. — Protocol  sisned  at  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle,  on  the  15th  November  1818,  by 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Courts  of 
Austria,  France,  Great  Britain,  Prussia, 
and  Russia. 

The  ministers  of  Austria,  France,  Great 
Britain,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  in  pursuance  of 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  con- 
vention signed  on  the  9th  of  October,  relative 
to  the  evacuation  of  the  French  territory  by 
the  foreign  troops,  and  after  having  addressed 
to  each  other  the  notes,  of  which  copies  are 
annexed,  have  assembled  in  conference,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  relations  which 
ought  to  be  established  in  the  actual  state  of 
affairs,  between  France  and  the  co-subscribing 
powers  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  the  $Oth  of 
November  1815— relations  which,  by  assur- 
ing to  France  the  place  that  belones  to  her 
in  the  European  system,  will  bind  her  more 
closely  to  the  pacific  and  benevolent  views  in 
which  all  the  sovereigns  participate,  and  will 
thus  consolidate  the  general  tranquillity. 

Afler  having  maturely  investigated  the  con- 
servative principles  of  the  s;reat  interests  which 
constitute  the  order  of  thmgs  established  in 
£tut)pe,  under  the  auspices  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence,  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  the  SOtb  of 
May  18 14,  the  recH  of  Vienna,  and  tl^e  treaty 
of  peace  of  the  year  1815,  tlie  courta  sub- 
scribing the  present  act,  do,  accordingly,  una- 
nimously acknowledge  and  declare ; — 

1.  That  they  are  nrmly  resolved  never  to 
depart,  neither  in  their  mutual  relations,  nor 
in  those  which  bind  them  to  other  states, 
from  the  principle  of  intimate  union  which 
has  hitherto  presided  over  all  their  common 
relations  and  interests — a  union  rendered 
more  strong  and  indissoluble  by  the  bands  of 
Christian  fraternity  which  the  sovereigns 
have  formed  among  themselves. 

9.  That  this  union,  which  is  the  more  real 
and  durable,  inasmuch  as  it  depends  on  no  se- 
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parate  interest  or  temporary  combinatioOy  can 
only  h^ve  for  its  object  the  maintenance  of 
general  peace,  founded  on  a  religious  respect 
tor  the  engagements  contained  in  the  treaties, 
and  for  the  whole  of  the  rights  resulting  there- 
from. 

3.  That  France,  associated  with  other  pow- 
ers by  the  restoration  of  the  legitimate  mo- 
narchical and  constitutional  power,  engages 
henceforth  to  concur  in  the  maintenance  and 
consolidation  of  a  system  which  has  given 
peace  to  Europe,  and  which  can  alone  insure 
Its  duration. 

4.  That  if  for  the  better  attaining  the  above 
declared  object  the  powers  which  have  con« 
curred  in  the  present  act,  should  judge  it  ne- 
cessary to  estaolish  particular  meetings,  either 
of  the  sovereigns  themselves,  or  of  their  re- 
spective ministers  and  plenipotentiaries,  there 
to  treat  in  common  of  their  own  interests,  in 
so  far  as  they  have  reference  to  the  object  of 
tlieir  present  deliberations,  the  time  and  place 
of  these  meetings  shall,  on  each  occasion, 
be  previously  fixed,  by  means  of  diplomatic 
communications ;  and  that  in  the  case  of  these 
meetings  having  for  their  object  affairs  spe- 
cially connected  with  the  interests  of  the 
other  states  of  Europe,  they  shall  onl^  take 
place  in  pursuance  of  a  formal  invitation  on 
the  part  of  such  of  those  states  as  the  said  af- 
fairs may  concern,  and  under  the  express  re- 
servation of  their  right  of  direct  participation 
therein,  either  directly  or  by  their  plenipo- 
tentiaries. 

5.  That  the  resolutions  contained  in  the 
present  act  shall  be  made  known  to  all  the 
courts  of  Europe,  by  the  annexed  declaration, 
whicb  shall  be  considered  as  sanctioned  by 
the  Protocol,  and  forming  part  thereof. 

Done  in  quintuple,  and  reciprocally  ex- 
changed in  the  original,  by  the  subscribing 
cabinets. 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  Nov.  15, 1818. 

(Signed)        Metternich. 
Richelieu. 
Castlereagh. 
Wellikgton. 
Hardenberg. 
Bernstorff. 
Nesselrode. 
Capo  d'Istria. 

No.  V. — Copy  of  the  Note  addressed  to  the 
Duke  of  Richelieu  by  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  Courts  of  Austria,  Great 
Britain,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  on  the  4th 
of  November,  1818. 

The  undersigned  ministers  of  the  cabinets 
Of  Austria,  Great  Britain,  Prussia  and  Russia^ 
have  received  orders  from  their  august  mas- 
ters to  address  to  his  excellency  the  duke  of 
Richelieu  the  following  communication : — 

Called  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  SOth  of  November,  1815,  to  examine,  in 
concert  witli  his  miyesty  the  king  of  France, 
whether  the  military  occupation  of  a  part  of 
the  French  territoryi  stipulated  by  the  said 
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treaty,  might  cease  at  the  end  of  the  third 
year,  or  ou^ht  to  be  prolonged  to  tlie  end  of 
the  fif\h,  their  majesties  the  Emperor  of  Au- 
stria, the  king  of  Prussia,  and  the  emperor  of 
all  the  Russias,  have  repaired  to  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle,  and  have  charged  their  ministers  to  as- 
semble there,  in  conTerencc  with  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  their  majesties  the  king  ot  France, 
and  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  examination  of  this  important 
question. 

In  this  examination  the  attention  of  the  mi- 
nisters and  plenipotentiaries  had  for  its  par- 
ticular object  the  internal  situation  of  France; 
it  was  said  to  be  directed  to  the  execution  of 
the  engagements  contracted  by  the  French 
government,    towards     the    co-subscribing 

Sowers  to  the  treaty  of  the  20th  of  Novem- 
er,  1815. 

The  internal  state  of  France  having  long 
been  the  subject  of  serious  deliberations  in 
the  cabinets,  and  the  plenipotentiaries  assem-* 
bled  at  Aix-larChapelle  having  mutually  com- 
municated theopinions  which  they  had  formed 
in  that  respect,  the  august  sovereigns,  after 
having  weighed  these  opinions,  in  their  wis- 
dom, have  recognized  with  satisfaction,  thai 
the  order  of  things  happily  established  in 
France,  by  the  restoration  of  the  legitimate 
and  constitutional  monarchy,  and  the  success 
which  has  hitherto  crowned  the  paternal  care 
of  his  most  christian  majesty,  fully  justify 
the  hope  of  a  progressive  consolidarion  of  that 
order  of  things  so  essential  to  the  repose  and 
prosperity  of  France,  and  so  strictly  connected 
wilh  the  great  interests  of  Europe. 

With  regard  to  the  execution  of  the  en- 
gagements, the  communications  which,  sinc« 
the  opening  of  the  conferences,  the  plenipo- 
tentiary of  nis  most  christian  majesty  has  ad- 
dressed to  the  ministers  of  the  other  powers 
have  left  no  doubt  on  this  question,  as  they 
prove  that  the  French  government  has  ful- 
nlled,  with  the  most  scrupulous  and  honour- 
able punctuality,  all  the  clauses  of  the  treaties 
and  conventions  of  the  20th  of  November, 
and  propose,  with  respect  to  those  clauses; 
the  fulfilment  of  which  was  reserved  for  more 
remote  periods,  airangements  which  are  sa- 
tisfactory to  all  the  contracting  parties. 

Such  being  the  results  of  the  examination 
of  these  ^rave  questions,  their  imperial  and 
royal  majesties  coneratulated  themselves,  that 
they  have  only  to  listen  to  those  sentiments 
and  those  personal  wishes  which  induced 
them  to  put  an  end  to  a  measure  which  dis- 
astrous circumstances,  and  the  necessity  of 
providing  for  their  own  security,  and  that  of 
Europe,  could  alone  have  dictated  to  them. 

From  that  moment  the  august  sovereigns 
resolved  to  cause  the  military  occupation  of 
the  French  territory  to  be  discontinued ;  and 
the  convention  of  the  9th  of  October  sanc- 
tioned this  resolution.  They  regard  this  so- 
lemn act  as  the  final  completion  of  the  gene- 
ral peace. 

Considering  now,  as  the  first  of  their  duties. 
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that  of  preserving  to  their  people  the  benefits 
whichinat  peace  assures  to  thero,  and  to  main- 
tain in  their  integrity  the  transactions  which 
have  established  and  consolidated  it,  their  im- 
perial and  royal  majesties  flatter  themselves 
that  his  most  christian  majesty,  animated  by 
the  same  sentiments,  will  receive  with  the  in- 
terest which  he  attaches  to  every  thing  tend- 
ing to  the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  to  the 
^oryand  prosperity  of  his  country,  the  pro- 
position which  their  imperial  and  rcnral  ma- 
jesties address  to  him.  to  unite  bencerorth  his 
counciband  hisefifbrtsto  those  which  they 
wiJl  not  cease  to  devote  to  so  salutary  a  work. 

The  undersij^ned,  chSrgcd  to  reauest  the 
duke  of  Richelieu  to  convev  the  wisn  of  their 
august  sovereigns  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
king  his  master,  at  the  same  time  mvite  his 
excellency  to  take  part  in  their  present  and 
future  deliberations,  consecrated  to  tlie  main- 
tenance of  the  peace,  the  treaties  on  which  it 
is  founded,  the  rights  and  mutual  relations 
established  or  counrmed  by  these  treatieS|  and 
recognised  by  all  the  European  powers. 

In  transmitting  to  the  duke  of  Richelieu 
this  solemn  proof  of  the  confidence  which 
their  august  sovereigns  have  placed  in  the 
wisdom  of  the  ktse  of  France,  and  in  the 
loyalty  of  the  French  nation,  the  undersigned 
are  ordered  to  add  the  expression  of  the  un- 
alterable attachment  which  their  imperial 
and  royal  majesties  profess  towards  the  per- 
son of  his  most  christian  majesty  and  his  fa- 
mily, and  of  the  sincere  interest  which  they 
never  cease  to  take  in  the  tranquillity  and 
happiness  of  his  kingdom. 
'  They  have  the  honour,  at  the  same  time, 
to  offer  to  the  duke  of  Richelieu  the  assurance 
of  their  very  particular  consideration. 

Aix-hi  Chapelle,  Nov.  4»  1818. 

(Signed)       MsTTEaKicH. 
Castleb£agh. 
Wellingtojj. 

IlARDENBEaO. 

Bernstorff. 
Nesselrode. 
Capo  d'Istria. 

No.  VI.— Copy  of  the  Note  of  M.  the  Duke 
of  Richelieu,  in  answer  to  that  of  the  Ple- 
nipotinliaries  of  the  courts  of  Austria, 
of  Great  Britain,  of  Prussia,  and  of 
Russia.    Aix-la-Chapeile,  Nov.  19, 1818. 

The  undersigned  minister  and  secretary  of 
stale  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  has  re- 
ceived the  communication  wjuch  their  excel- 
lencies the  ministers  of  the  cabinets  of  Aus- 
tria, of  Great  Britain,  of  Prussia,  and  of 
Russia,  did  him  the  honour  of  addressing  to 
bim  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  by  order  of 
their  august  sovereigns.  He  hastened  to 
make  it  known  to  the  king  his  master.  His 
majesty  has  received  with  real  satisfaction, 
this  new  proof  of  the  confidence  and  friend- 
ahip  of  the  sovereigns  who  have  taken  part  in 
the  deliberations  at  Aix-la*Chapelle.  The 
jiistice'which  they  render  to  his  constant  caces 
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for  the  happiness  of  France,  and  above  all  to 
the  loyalty  of  his  people,  has  deeply  touch^ 
his  heart.  Looking  back  to  the  past,  and 
observing  that  at  no  other  period,  no  other 
nation  has  been  able  to  fulfil  with  a  more 
scrupulous  fidelity,  engagements  such  as 
France  had  contracted,  the  king  has  felt 
that  it  was  indebted;  for  this  new  kind  of 
glory,  to  the  influence  of  the  institutions 
which  govern  it;  and  he  sees  with  joy,  that 
the  consolidation  of  these  institutions  is  con> 
sidered  by  his  august  allies  to  be  no  less  adr 
vantageous  to  the  repose  of  Europe,  than 
essential  to  the  prosperity  of  France.  Consi- 
dering that  the  nrst  of  his  duties  is,  to  endea- 
vour to  perpetuate  and  augment,  by  all  the 
means  in  his  power,  the  benefits  which  tlie 
complete  re-establishment  of  general  peace 
promises  to  all  nations;,  persuaded  that  the 
mtimate  union  of  governments  is  the  surest 
pledee  of  its  duration ;  and  that  France,  which 
coula  not  remain  a  stranger  to  a  system,  the 
whole  force  of  which  must  spring  from  a  per- 
fect unanimity  of  principle  and  action,  will 
join  the  association  with  her  characteristic 
frankness;  and  that  her  concurrence  must 
add  strength  to  the  well- founded  hope  of  the 
happy  results  which  such  an  alliance  must 
procluce  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  his  most 
christian  niuosty  most  readily  accepts  the 
proposal  made  to  him  of  uniting  his  councils 
and  his  efforts  with  those  of  their  majesties, 
for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  salutary 
work  which  they  have  in  view.  He  has, 
therefore,  authorized  the  undersigned  to  take 
part  in  all  the  deliberations  of  their  ministers 
and  plenipotentiaries,  for  the  object  of  coofo- 
lidating  the  peace,  of  securing;  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  treaties  on  which  it  rests,  aud  of 
guaranteeing  the  mutual  rights  and  relations 
established  by  these  same  treaties,  an  J  recog- 
nized by  all  the  states  of  Europe. 

The  undersigned,  while  be  begs  their  ex- 
cellencies to  have  the  goodness  to  transmit  to 
tb^ir  august  sovereigns,  the  expression  of  the 
intentions  and  sentiments  of  the  king  his 
master,  has  the  honour  of  offering  them  the 
assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

(Signed)        Ricqelieu. 

No.  VII. — ^Declaration  of  thcfive  Cabinets. 
Signed  at  Ais  laChapelle,  Nov.  16, 1818. 

At  the  period  of  completing  the  pacification 
of  Europe  by  the  resolution  of  withdrawing 
the  foreign  troops  from  the  French  territory , 
and  when  there  is  an  end  of  those  measures 
of  precaution  which  unfortunate  circumstances 
had  rendered  necessary,  the  ministers  and 
plenipotentiaries  of  their  majesties  the  empc« 
ror  or  Austria,  the  king  of  France,  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  the  King  of  Prussia,  and 
the  emjperor  of  all  the  Russias,,  have  received 
orders  from  their  sovereigns,  to  make  known 
to  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  the  results  of  their 
meeting  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  with  that 
view  to  publish  the  followins:  declaration : — 

The  convention  of  the  9lli  uf  October,  which 
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4iefinitely  regulated  the  execution  of  the  en- 
gagements agreed  to  in  the  treaty  of  fieace 
of  November,  SO,  1815,  is  considered  by  the 
sovereigns  who  concuned  therein,  as  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  work  of  peace,  and  as 
.the  completion  of  the  political  system  destined 
to  ensure  its  solidity. 

The  intimate  union  established  among  the 
•saonarchs,  who  are  joint  parties  to  this  svstem 
hy  their  own  principles,  no  less  than  by  the 
iaterests  of  their  people,  offers  lo  Europe  the 
most  sacred  pledge  of  its  future  tranquillity. 

The  object  of  this  union  is  as  simple  as  it 
is  great  and  salutary.  It  does  not  tend  to  any 
•new  political  combination— to  an^  change  in 
the  relations  sanctioned  by  existing  treaties. . 
Calm  and  consistent  in  its  proceedings,  it  has 
no  other  object  than  the  mamtenaoce  of  peace, 
and  the  guarantee  of  those  transactions  on 
which  the  peace  was  founded  and  consolidated. 

The  sovereigns,  in  forming  this  august 
union,  have  regsuded  as  its  fundamental 
basis,  their  invariable  resolution  never  to 
•depart,  either  among  themselves  or  in  their 
relations  with  other  states,  from  the  strictest 
observation  of  the  principles  of  the  risht  of 
nations ;  principles  which,  in  their  applfoation 
to  a  state  of  permanent  peace,  can  alone  effec- 
'tuaily  guarantee  the  independence  of  each 
government,  and  the  stability  of  the  general 
association.  , 

Faithful  to  these  principles,  the  sovereigns' 
will  maintain  them  equally  in  those  meetrnp;s 
.at  which  they  may  be  personally  present,  or 
in  those  which  shall  tsuce  place  among  their 
ministers ;  whether  they  be  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  in  common  their  own  interests,  or 
whether  they  shall  relate  to  questions  in 
which  other  governments  shall  formally  claim 
their  interference.  The  same  spiiit  which 
will  direct  their  councils,  and  reign  in  their 
diplomatic  communications,  will  preside  also 
at  these  meetings;  and  the  repose  of  the  world 
will  be  constantly  their  motive  and  their  end. 

•  It  is  with  these  sentiments  that  the  sove- 
reigns have  consummated  the  work  to  which 
they  were  called.  They  will  not  cease  to  la- 
bour for  its  confirmation  and  perfection. 
They  solemnly  acknowledge,  that  tneir  duties 
towards  God  and  the  people  whom  they  go- 
vern, make  it  peremptory  on  tbem  to  give 
to  the  world,  as  far  as  is  in  their  power,  an 
'  example  of  justice,  of  concord,  and  of  mode- 
ration; happy  in  the  power  of  consecrating, 
.  from  henceforth,  all  their  efforts  to  protect 
the  arts  of  peace,  to  increase  the  internal 
prosperity  of  their  states,  and  to  awaken  those 
sentunents  of  religion  and  morality,  whose 
influence  has  been  but  too  much  enfeebled  by 
the  misfortune  of  the  times. 

(Signed)        METTr.RNicn. 
KrcnELiEiT. 
Castlercaoh. 
Wellingtoh. 

llAKOr.NBERO. 

Bernstorff. 
Nes^elrode. 
Capo  dIstbia. 
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Mock  Auctioks.]  A  .p^lilipn  wm 
presented  from  the  city  of  London  on  tha 
subject  of  Mock  Auctioni. 

Mr.  Alderman  fVaUhmanBtAted  tbfitthis 
petition  was  of  some  importance.  Th^  sub- 
ject (lad  been  before  the  hous^  last  se^iojp, 
and  also  aibrpaer  ^easiQn;  itha<iuoaer- 
KQup  discussion  in  ^  comzpittee  <^f  lU^ 
House,  .and  he  believed  the  .iyi;|uicip  «t«ltiiBd 
in  the  petition  frere  'fully  .ettabliahed. 
The  committee  had  recoifimended  abiil 
to  be  brought  in,  but  ihere  were  difficaU 


like  petition  to  fi.cop^nfitteef  (cposistiAg  of 
the  memiberg  of  the  city  of  iLondop»  of 
Surrey,  and  othera  more  particularly  in- 
terested in  the  matter.  In  the  mean  time 
he  moved  that  the  peti^ipn  do  lie  on  tho 
table — Ordered. 

I^SOLVE^T  DfBTO^S  PU<1«3      A^pietj- 

tion  was  presented  from  i\^e  ,CUy  pf 
London  against  the.rtfoewnl  of  Ibe  Ipmd- 
vent  Debtors  Bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  JFaMiffoii  said^  that  the 
petition  they  had  juBt  heard,  wqs  i)ot  less 
important  tnan  jany petition. p^e^nted. du- 
ring the  present  session :  pot  less  impor- 
tant than  the  petition  presented  t)^e 
pther  day  for  prevision  of  tb^  crio^ioal 
law.  It  waa  a  petition  from  the,  city  of  iLop- 
don  pcayiog  the  house  not  to  renew  the 
Insolvent  .debtors  bill,  ^e  had  Jiad 
many  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  con- 
duct of  the  citizens  of  London,  and  form- 
ing an  opinion  respecting  their  character, 
and  this  he  couldf  safely  tay*  that  bo  far 
from  being  deficient  in  humanity,  they 
.would  be  aa  ready  as  the  inhabitants  c€ 
any  pa^t  of  the  kingdom  to.  agree  to^ny 
me£|sure  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  and 
distressed  persons.  With  resgect  to  thia 
measure,  however  good  might  be  ,^e  in- 
tepiipns  of  those  by  whogi  it  was  intro- 
duced, he  would  not  hesitate  to  say,  that 
no  act  ever  passed  that  bouse,  wjbiph  jqp4e 
so  complete  an  inrpad  ,oa  the  property  pf 
tradeca,  or  which  gave.a  more  deadly  blo!^ 
to  the  morals  of  the  people.  It  not  .only 
afforded  an  easy  indemnity  to  the  diaho* 
nest  part  of  the  community,  but  bald  outaa 
encouragement  to  vice  and  proffigaqr  of 
every  description.  In  addition  to  theae 
grievances,  the  bill*  in  Its  present  form, 
bfvd  totally  superseded  tliat  pride.and.bi^- 
wark  of  our  constitution,  the  trial  by  junr* 
It,  in  fitct,  invested  in  the  judge  of  |]|e 
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illMf«ii  caari  more-poiirer  than  h^d  ever 
bMd  coflforrM  on  anj  individaa)  fot?  oen- 
tafriespttct*^  He  ponessed  c  tnach  greater 
lAithVmty  with  re^d  to  property  between 
debtbf  tad  oremtor  than  was  in  the 
^e^o^  or  the  dilk»«tioh  of  tlie  kird 
chancellor,  and  the  tweWe  judges.  Dif- 
ftf ent  papeb  bM  been  pres^nt6d  to  the 
Hdilse,  showing  the  natnber  of  persons 
1^6  had  taken  oie  b^nefh  of  the  act^  and 
the  aioionnt  of  then*  debts ;  but  gintleo^en 
#h6  wor^  not  cohnteted  ti^ith  iradei  could 
haWHy  be  snyfRised  wiDing  to  take  the 
trouble  to  look  mto  these  papers.  It 
#ouId  astonish  many  members  to  learn 
that  after  the  bill  had  been  in  ofierstion 
three  years,  an  account  up  to  March  1815 
had  been  mtPftd  for,  whereby  it  appeared 
that  opirardtf  of  sla  mfHions  of  property 
had  then  beien  decided  on  under  that  act, 
and  that  all  Ae  d^idends  on  that  property 
Amounted  only  to  about  one  fkrthing  in 
die  pound.  At  that  time  they  i^ere  told 
that  setend  regulations  would  behitro- 
ducfed  to  remec^  the  evils,  and  that  they 
proceeded  in  a  gftet  measure  from  the 
carelessness  of  the  creditors,  in  not  look- 
ing Hfter  the  property  of  their  debtors. 
Another  account  was  presented  up  td 
the  Ist  of  March  1917.  The  persons 
who  then  had  taken  Uie  benefit  of  (he 
lict  since  the  fotmef  account,  amounted 
to  something  more  than  9,000;  and 
ihe  whole  property  decided  on,  amount- 
fed  to  upwards  of  right  millions.  The 
tnbney  recovered  amounted  to  some- 
tlihig  more  thUn  half  a  farthing  in  the 
pound.  He  had  made  a  great-mistake  in 
stating  the  dividend  on  the  fbrm#r  pfo- 
perty  at  a  farthing  in  the  pound— ^fit  was 
only  one-fourth  of  a  farthing;  so  that  the 
improvement  had  produced  an  ittcreas^  of 
firbm  a  quartet*  of  a  farthing  to  half  a  fhr- 
thing  in  the  pound.  The  number  of  per- 
sons who  had  taken  the  bene6t  of  the  act 
n^iis  nearly  foort^ft  ihousand,  and  the 
property  tH^y  owed  was  nearly  Bfteen 
Mmons.  Herto,  then,  a  tax  to  d  mo6t 
enotmous  amoant  was  levied-*a  tax  et- 
ceedin^^in  amount  that  of  the  property  tax 
^-here  was  fifteen  millions  of  property, 
hll  taken  frohi  the  profits  of  the  mOst  ho- 
nisst,  thb  most  indo^trious,  the  most  labori- 
ous, and  the  most  moral  part  of  hii  majes- 
ty's subjects  f  H^h,  hear !].  He  did  not, 
lArhen  he  said  rhfi,  mean  any  thmg  invidl- 
ods  to  arty  other  ctass  of  society ;  but  it 
wks  not  to  be  denied  that  their  habits 
#ef*  more  cKaMfi^,  their  conduct  more  re- 
ttihkr,  tea  Ih^r  nbiHh  hiore  pUre,  than 


tbo^  of  the  lower  ranks  of  life,  whb  were 
too  often  driven  by  distress  to  the  com- 
mission of  imprdper  acts ;  and  thtfn  those 
who,  in  a  state  of  affluence,  had  aot  the 
diecks  10  control  their  conduct^  that 
must  necessarily  regulate  the  trading  part 
of  the  cdmmunity.  He  salld,  that  if  any 
;  plan  c6uld  be  devised  to  meet  the  bene- 
volent wishes  of  the  fram^rs  of  the  act. 
and  at  the  same  time  to  give  some  security 
for  the  property  of  the  honest  trader,  the 
city  of  London  would  willingly  concur. 
The  reid  fact  was,  thst  it  made  individuala 
rush  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  act  in  the 
first  instance,  without  making  anj  exer- 
tion to  retrieve  their  situation.  He  could 
appeal  to  the  hon.  commissioner  of  bank- 
rupts who  sat  near  him,  whether  he  ever 
knew  an  instance  of  an  hoaest  debtor 
being  oppressed  by  his  creditors,  after  he 
had  given  a  fair  statement  of  his  losses 
and  effects.  The  house  surely  could  not 
tolerate  the  principle  of  a  measure  whicli 
iostified  a  man's  wasting  his  eAcfa  until 
he  had  not  one  fiuthing  left,  and  then 
cancelling  all  his  engagements  by  this  act. 
If  a  man  had  lOfiOOL  or  500/,  and  found 
his  affairs  sinking,  let  him  call  his  credt- 
tbrs  together  and  give  among  them  what 
remained,  but  let  him  not,  as  this  act  jus- 
tified, continue  a  squandering  career  until 
not  one  farthing  remained  for  any  body. 
Indeed,  the  consequence  of  thb  measure 
was,  that  many  creditors  were  actually 
Compelled  by  the  losses  they  incurred  to 
follow  their  debtors  into  gaol,  and  go  on 
tliemselves  to  take  the  benefit  of  this  act, 
which  shook  of  debts  to  the  amount  of  hun* 
dreds  of  thousands,  and  did  not  leave  as« 
sets  to  the  amount  of  a  farthing  in  the  pound 
for  distribution  among  creditors*  He  had 
seen  a  paper  containing  a  list  of  persons 
who  had  applied  to  j^artlcular  sheriffi  offi- 
cers with  the  Writs  m  their  hands  under 
which  they  were  to  be  taken  into  custody. 
The  hon.  alderman  concluded  with  moving 
that  the  petition  do  lie  on  the  table ;  and 
he  beneid  at  the  same  time  to  give  notice^ 
that  if  It  should  appear  at  a  future  time  to 
be  the  intenti<m  to  renew  this  act,  he 
would  move  for  a  previoos  inquiry  into  its 
operation.  In  Uie  mean  time  he  would 
move  for  a  continuance  of  the  line  of  ac* 
counts  formerly  presented  to  the  house  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Littleton  said,  that  he  per- 
flectly  concurred  with  the  worthy  alderman 
as  to  the  effects  of  the  law.  The  intentions 
which  had  actuated  those  who  originated 
the  law  were^  he  was  convinced,  most  hu- 
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sSliiU^ion  bft'ft^  (iity  of  y^e^tminster  thah  ti^fdctor^  ahkwef"  i6  the  petition^;  at'  hD 
any  other  individtlals  ^lj6re..  The  argu- ;  hhd  hi^Siih  interview  with  otie 6f  the pritf- 
meox  of  m  h6n:  okiSn^i,  Who  seeifkied  to  '  cipd  p^iitic^'di's. 


beAencialf  poWessfoifl  igr  Whi^h  Something 
wag  (Ue  p&id:  H^  (iMtr.  T.)  thought  It 
clear  thai  tfie  lnHabitani!i  generaDy  or 
the  p{ector^  of  Westniinstdr,  who  had  the 
Benefit  yf  ^^ng  represented  in  ^afliameht^ 
were  ^he  paruei  who,  should  b6  called 
ypoV  lo  i^ay  tlie  expense's  incident  to  the 
efectjdn  o^  their  m6m1>er^J 
.  The  J  report,  was  received.  Oh  the 
qulestibn^^tnat  tbe  bill  be  redd  a  third  time 
to-ihorrow,^^^ 

Mr*  tjunimkn  said,  ^fiat  the  House  was 
called  on.  tp  pass  a  bill  of  whose  object 
it  aipjpeaire^  to'  liiiii  thdt  it  wais  utterly  ig- 
norant. For  hi's  own  ^irt,  he  tnu^t  ob- 
•eryei  fiiat  it  was  unknown  to  him^  and 
that  therefore  he  could  not  suppdrt  it. 
The  reasons  which  had  beeii  urged  by 
boii.  centleihen  to  induce  the  house  to 
pass  this  bill  .in  a  Hurry,  inclined  him  to 
pause  before  he  gave  his  satictibn  to  it ; 
and  he  should  therefore  willingly  second 
the  proposition  for  time  to  inquire  whe- 
ther the  high  bailiff  had  in^  fdnds  with 
^hich  ,to  dfetray  these  expenses,  at)d  whe- 
ther there  was  any  place  in  #hich  the 
hustings  could  be  permanently  ti^Id  and 
the  expenses  incurred  in  erecting  them 
avoided  in  future*  He  scarcely  knew 
what  the,  law  on  the  subject  w^,  dhd  he 
belieyed  that  other  genilemefi  ^6re  In  h 
sio^il^  state  of  ignorance.  This  was  an 
nd^itlonal  reason  for  delay.  It  knight  be 
hard  on  the  high  bailiff,  if  he  h^d  to  pay 
the  expensies  incurred  lii  the  election  out 
of  his  own  pocket ;  but  he  would  rather 
iodemnify  him  for  them  by  an  express  act 
of  the  legislature,  than  impose  them  on 
cithers  by  the  operation  of  an  ex  ^b^t  facto 
law  like  the  present 

Mr.  Behnet  said,  that  ^lie  act  which 
jthe  present  Jl>ill  was  intended  to  renew, 

J  ad  passed  in  Isil,  it  was  tepato^d  in 
dlS,  and  had  expTr^ed  a  month  ago. 
The  bill  only  bontiniied  tor  a  yedk*  longer 
what  nad  been  law  for  eight  VearS.  He 
wished  to  have  the  bill  passed  before  the 
pircumstances  could  arise  whicli  would  be 
affected  by^  ^h'e  bill^  which  seemed  tb  him 
to  lie  directiy  the  reverse  of  an  ex  poit 
JifigtBLW.  ^,|t^^die  lioiisb  wished  ib  hive 

f'j^^^^' J'^i^PV^V^^i  h^f^^o^].^  bow  to  its 
wisqes  fcrfcs  bi  )s6i  no  1]  ;  out  tie  h^d  ho 
aotib't  ifiat  he  sbbuld  IJe  Wfe  to  gtV^  k  l/i- 


reading.  He,  also  thought  that  some  M- 
(|uiry  ouf^ht  to  be  nrade  to  asc^ftain  the 
emblum^nt^  of  Aie  high  baHrfR  Suppose 
a  member  ^brh  ducted,  tfhd  did  not 
choose  to  attend  at  the  hustings  lest  he 
should  be  caHed  upon  to  paf  this  large 
expense,  in  what  a  situation  wo'tiTd  ht^  tfoff 
be  placed !  ti^  would  be  es^posed  to  iW 
penalty  of  the  House  tor  not  Attending, 
and  to  the  high  b&ilirs  bUI  i^  b^  took  bW 
seat, 

Mr.  Holme  Sdmner  suggested  to  the 
bon.  iriover  whether  it  would  not  be  right 
td  limit  the  scope  of  this  bill  to  the  1st 
of  April  next.  If  this  suggestioh  were 
not  adopted,  he  would  vote  for  post- 
poning tne  discu«Bion  until  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  that  the  first  of  April 
would  be  rather  an  awkward  day  but  h^ 
had  no  6bJectlon  to  the  first  of  May.  He 
never  meant  to  propose  this  as  a  per- 
manent measure ;  on  the  contrary,  it  wa4 
his  intention  hereafter  to  move  for  a  com- 
mittee, to  thke  CUfe  whole  subject  intd 
cdnsidiratioh. 

Mr.  Hume  submitted  to  the  house, 
Whether  they  would  Allow  &bill,  not  yet 
brihted  or  known  io  the  tbembers,  to  be 
pikssed  in  So  hasty  a  manner.  The  hon. 
gentleman  who  bad  brought  this  bill  for- 
ward was,  on  all  former  occasions,  ohe  of 
the  readied.t  persons  to  dem^ind  inquiry'; 
but  on  the  present  occasion,  he  was  moA 
hoktie  to  It,  and  said,  if  not  in  form,  at 
lease  in  substance,  <*  Do  the  act  first,  and 
then  iocjuire  int6  tile  reasons  for  doin^ 
it.'*  He  must  consider  the  whole  of  th^ 
proceedings  in  this  affkir  as  most  rash  and 
preCipitsite,  and  miist  In  consequence,  de- 
preciite  them  with  all  the  ability  in  hik 
power. 

The  bill  wds  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  tb-knorrow. 

Petitioi^  ipitoM  LEkns  ih  FAvotrii  of 
THE  Bank  RAstfticTtoN  Act  continct- 
ANCE.]  Mr.  Stiiart  Wortley  rose  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  thebrincipal  ttierchants 
6nd  nianufacturers  of  Leeds,  praying  that 
the  Bank  might  not  b6  called  upon  to  re- 
suiiie  iCs  ca^i  payments  at  the  present 
crisis,  be  was  actvj«ed  that  there  Wei'e 
several  other  petition^  of  tlve  satiie  .tenor 
now   preparing  in  that  quarter  of  the 


185] 


Waimnder  HuUingi  Bill. 


Tee.  1,  1819. 


[186 


.^, 


lo  defiray  the  cbarge ;  that  the  high  bailiff 
bought  his .  office  from  the  dean  and 
chapter,  and  that  if  that  body  had  not 
told  the  office,  but  had  bestowed  it  as 
they  should  have  done*  the  officer  would 
have  been  able  to  erect  the  hustings  with- 
out charging  the  candidates.  The  charge 
upon  one  of  the  candidates  alone  had  been 
900^  and  odd  at  the  last  election.  He 
hoped  the  house  would  not  compel  a  can- 
dtdate.for  the  representation  of  Westmin- 
ster, to  be  fined  to  that  amount;  but 
wouJd  previously  appoint  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  that  the  bill  was  only 
to  continue  for  one  year  what  had  been 
law  for  six  years,  lie  was  very  willing 
that  a  committee  should  be  appointed,  to 
inquire  whether  the  candidates  or  the 
'dean  and  chapter  (neither  of  whom  he 
did  not  know  to  be  legally  liable)  should 
be  charged  with  the  expenses  of  the  hus- 
tings. But  he  believed  it  would  be  agreed 
on  all  sides,  that  the  high  bailiff  should 
not  be  saddled  with  the  expenses.  He 
therefore  could  not  consent  to  postpone 
the  bill,  at  a  time  when  they  were  on  the 
eve  of  another  election  for  Westminster  ; 
and  when  an  individual  mieht  be  ready 
without  the  slightest  hooe  of  success,  to 
raise  a  disturbance  in  Westminster,  and, 
from  a  vindictive  spirit  towards  the  high 
bailiff,  compel  him  to  raise  hustings  and 
iieep  open  a  fourteen  days  poll,  with  the 
expense  of  which. ,1^  would  attempt  to 
aaddlelhar  officer.' 

Mr.  Cunoen  thoqght  the  better  course 
would  be  for  the  citizens  of  Westminster 
to  erect  some  permanent  place,  which 
would  answer  for  the  business  of  their 
elections  without  being  obliged,  on  every 
occasion  to  erect  a  hustings,  as  was  the 
present  practice.  He  thought  that  this 
measure  should  not  be  pressed  through 
the  house  in  such  a  hurry,  and  that  time 
ought  to  be  given  to  ascertain  .whether 
funds  could  not  elsewhere  be  found  for 
the  purpose.  If  the  office  of  high  bailiff ^^ 
was,  as  was  said,  an  office  of  considerable 
emolument,  and  one  for  the  purchase  of 
which  a  large  sum  was  ^iven,  it  might  be 
necessary  to  see  if  this  expense  could 
with  any  degree  of  justice  be  attached  to 
it.  He  was  quite  of  opinion  that  no  bur- 
then of  this  nature  ought  to  be  thrown 
upon  the  freedom  of  election,  and  the 
postponement  of  the  report  for  a  day  or 
two  .could  not  affect  the  approaching 
election,  and  some  permanent  arrange- 
ment might  be  made  which  would  prevent 


so  heavy  a  burthen  from  falling  on  the 
shoulders  of  a  candidate. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  that  the  urgency  of 
present  circumstances  evidently  admitted 
of  no  delay.  This  bill  must  pass,  or  the 
election  must  take  place,  without  any  act 
existing  on  the  subject.  The  shortness 
of  its  duration  would,  however,  soon  afford 
ample  opportunity  for  inquiry  and  delibe- 
ration. 

Sir  Af.  W.  Ridley  thought  the  opera- 
tion of  the  present  bill  could  not  be  said 
to  affect  the  freedom  of  election.  It  was 
surely  very  hard,  if  an  individual  who 
had  in  fact  caused  the  expense  should  re- 
fuse to  pay  the  amount  which  the  law  jus- 
tified, and  which  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, and  that  the  whole  should  fail  on  the 
high  bailiff  He  thought  it  would  be 
eoually  hard  to  throw  the  expense  on  the 
innabitants  generally.  In  his  opinion  the 
candidates  were  the  proper  persons  on 
whom  it  should  fall. 

Mr.  fVynn  said^iecould  not  agree  with  the 
hon.  member  who  spoke  last,  that,  under 
any  circumstances,  so  large  an  expense 
should  be  thrown  upon  the  candidate. 
The  candidate  came  forward  as  much  in 
obedience  to  the  king's  writes  the  electors 
did  whogave  him  their  votes.  To  put  an 
extreme  case :  suppose  nobody  came  for- 
ward, and  that  no  return  was  made,  then 
the  city  would  be  punished  by  fine  for  not 
obeying  the  kings  writ.  Parliamentary 
service  mi^ht  be  cast  on  a  man  with  or 
without  his  consent,  and  no  man,  should 
be  fined  for  seeking  or  accepting  it.  He 
therefore  should  propose  inquiry.  If  the 
dean  and  chapter  iiaa  funds  (and  he  was 
inclined  to  believe  they  had  none)  which 
could  be  legally  liable  to  this  charge,  the 
expense  should  be  defrayed  by  them :  if 
not,  a  rate  ought  to  be  levied  on  West- 
minster, and  a  permanent  building  be 
erected,  or  hustings  which  might  be  put 
up  when  required,  and  which  would  not 
entail  any  considerable  expense  on  the 
city. 

•  Afr.  C  Tennison  BsaAf  be  concurred  ge- 
nerally in  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
gentlegian  who  spoke  last,  and  thought  it 
an  uncoBStitutional  principle  which  went 
to  fix  the  expenses  on  the  candidates :  es- 
pecially as  they  were  sometimes  brought 
forward  without  their  previous  assent ;  a 
case  of  this  sort  had  actually  occurred  In 
Westminster.  There  seemed  as  little 
roprietjT  in  fixing  the  expenses  on  the 
igh  bailiff  or  dean  and  chapter  who  were 
not  more  materially  interested  in  the  reprc- 
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i^(Q  jdeatliat^  a*  sddt  in  thtt  house  iVdd  Ir 
Ijeja'enciaf  vowe^sldii  b^v  Whiih  something 
was  to  tie  p&idi    dd  (Mr.  T.j  thought  it 


VP?y  Y^  l?f^y  ^^®  expenses  incident  to  the 
election  6t  th'^ir  m6ai1>er8J 
.  TRe  ,  report,  was  received.     On  the 
^uestibny^inat  tde  bttf  be  fetid  a  third  time 
to-morroWy      ^    ^ 

Mn  ttijnnikn  said,  ^Kat  the  House  was 
called  on.  to  pass  a  bill  of  whose  object 
\t  apj)eared  td  niiii  th^t  it  wais  utterfy  ig- 
norant. For  hrt  own  part,  he  must  ob- 
•efTieii  £hat  it  was  unknown  to  him^  and 
that-  therefore  he  could  not  8upip6ft  it. 
The  reasons  which  had  beeii  urged  by 
boii.  gen(leihen  to  Induce  the  house  to 
pass  tnis  bil)  jn  a  Hurry,  inclined  hfm  to 
pause  before  he  gave  his  sahctl'on  to  it ; 
and  he  should  therefore  willingly  second 
the  proposition  foi* .  time  to  inquire  whe- 
ther the  liigh  bailiff  had  in^  fdnds  witH 
phich  to  defray  these  escpenses,  and  whe- 
ther there  was  any  place  in  which  the 
hu8ting;8  could  be  perlnanently  h^Id  and 
the  expenses  incurred  in  erectiiig  thend 
avoided  id  future.  lie  scarcely  knew 
what  the  law  oh  the  subject  ^^,  iihd  he 
belieyed  that  other  gentlemen  w6re  In  t 
siiQil^  state  of  ignorance.  This  was  an 
additional  reason  for  delay,  tt  fchi^ht  be 
hard  on  the  high  bailiff,  it  he  h^d  to  pay 
the  expensies  incurred  in  the  election  out 
iof  his  owQjpocket;  but  he  would  rather 
indemnify  htm  for  them  by  ah  exprless  act 
of  the  legislature,  than  impose  them  on 
others  by  (he  operation  of  ah  ex  pbst  facto 
law  like  the  present^ 

Mr.  Behnet  s&id,  that  ItKe  act  which 
the  gres^nt  J)ilL  was  intended  to  reAeW, 

fad  passed  in  ISli,  it  was  repassed  in 
^ISi.  an'id  had  expTced  a  month  ago. 
The  bill  only,  dbntinu^d  for  a  yekr  longer 
what  had  heen  law  ibr  eight  year6.  He 
wished  to  have  the  bill  passed  before  the 
jpijrcumstances  could  arise  which  would  be 
affl^cted.by  fh'e  bill|  which  seemed  to  him 
to  1)e  directly  the  reverse  pf  an  ex  'post 
Jaciatem.  ^  Xfj^\  housfe  wished  to  have 
ji)!j|^Dl]l  post^^^  to  its 

wishes  f  cries  of  No,  ho  II ;  Wut  he  hii  i\o 
aotikt  im  he  stould  be  Ihre  tb  g!Vi  k^i' 
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senU/ionoftW^dty  of  l^e^tminsterthah  tij^fdctoi*^  ahswer  to  the  petitioh^;  at  h(» 
apv  other  individuals  i^kie.  The  ar^i<- .  hdd  had*i^ti  int^rviev^  with  one  6f  tbd  pritt- 
meoj!  Qi  dn  h6h.  IJ^fdn^t,  Who  seemed  to    cip9l  petiticA^'^rs. 

ahiendo^ent,  that  Fr7da<^  next  iHbutd  be 
si^stftnted  fdi  to-ibc^^oW  f^r  the  third 
reading,  rle^also  thought  that  sbme  fh- 
c|uiry  oi^ht  to  be  made  to  asc^i^tain  the 
emolunaenti  6f  Aie  hi^h  barlffn  Sdppose 
a  member  ^brh  dt^cted,  tbtti  did  not 
choose  to  attend  at  (he  hUstin'gs  !^t  he 
should  be  called  tipon  to  fia}^  this  lai'ge 
expense,  in  whai  a  situation  n^diifd  K(^  ri6t 
be  placed !  tid  ^ould  be  eiepofserd  to  iW 
penaltj^  of  the  House  tor  not  attending, 
and  to  (he  high  bailiff's  bill  if  he  took  hitf 
seat, 

Mr.  Holme  Stimner  suggested  to  the 
*  faon.  infover  whether  it  would  not  be  right 
td  licbit  the  scope  of  (his  bill  to  the  lit 
of  April  next.  If  this  suggestioh  were 
not  adopted^  he  would  vote  for  post- 
poning the  discufflion  until  Friday  neit. 

Mr.  JSennet  said,  that  the  first  of  April 
would  be  rather  an  awkward  day  but  he 
had  no  Objection  to  the  first  of  May.  Hd 
never  meant  to  propose  this  as  a  per- 
manent me^sur^ ;  on  tbe  contrary,  ft  wtd 
his  intention  hereafter  to  move  for  a  com- 
tnittee^f  to  tkke  (Hk  #hole  subject  int6 
consideration. 

Mr.  Hume  submitted  to  the  house, 
Whether  they  would  dllow  ^  bill,  not  yet 
pribted  or  known  to  the  tliembers,  to  b6 
p&ssed  in  So  hastjr  a  manner.  Tlie  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  brought  this  bill  for- 
ward was,  on  all  former  occasions,  ot)6  of 
the  i-eadie^t  persons  to  demand  inquiry'; 
but  on  the  present  occa^oh,  he  was  mosi 
hokile  to  It,  and  said,  if  not  in  form,  at 
least  in  substance,  '*  Do  the  act  first,  and 
then  iojquire  into  Hie  reasons  for  doin^ 
it.'*  He  must  consider  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  in  this  aftbir  ss  most  rash  and 
preoipitdte,  and  mdst  in  consequence,  de- 
precdt^  them  with  all  the  abilitjr  in  h\i 
power. 

The  bill  wds  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-mofro^. 

pETitiOi^  vAoM  Ltkns  IK  FAvork  o^ 
tHE  Bank  RftstiiiCTtoN  Afcx  continit- 
ANCE.]  Mr.  StUart  IVbritey  rose  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  thebrinci pal  merchants 
and  manufacturers  of  Leeds,  pitiying  that 
the  Bank  might  not  be  called  upon  to  re- 
sunie  its  cash  payments  at  the  present 
crisis. .  ^e  was  advised  that  there  ^ere 
several  other  petition^  of  th^  saM^  Xtnir 
now    preparing  Ih   that   quarter  of  the 
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liefore  pfirliamenl* 

The 'Petition  wm  tii^a  brpugl^t  i^  mdj 
read.    It  8at  fortb^ 

»<  That  tbe  |>elitiQnftr/i  feftl.lhe.deepest! 

interest  in  th^  delihemtion  of  .ihehou^ei 

jon  liie  resumption  of  cash  (jpyniQUts  b^ 

.the  Bank ;  that  while  tbe  petiti^mefji  admit 

.tfieipnpovtance  of  the  Biok  r^tun^|lg  to 

.fiayoieata  in  apecie  at  soon  .as  cir«:iim-. 

stances  render  .it  practicabl^»  the  .peti-' 

.tiDnetsbunbly  beg  to  jrepresent»  that  ip 

,thair  opinion  the  present,  period  ia  nwMtj 

«unfavQapible  to  that  ehange»  ^od  tluitj 

;the  attempt,  if  now  made,  Would,  a^  they! 

CQncei?e,  be  nosocce^ful,  and  attend^* 

with  the  mpst  injurious   consequences;: 

jihat  Qur  commerce  and  mapufactnres*  ex-j 

tended  by  the  facilities  of  peace,  and, by' 

jiew  and. important  channels  having  been 

Jaid  open,  require  the  fall  Resources  of  the' 

.country ;  andf  at  the  present  period  loans 

of  unprecedented  magnitude,  in  operation' 

.throiighoot  Europe,  .have  turned, the, ex-; 

changes  greatly  against  this  country,  and- 

drained  it  of  its  specie ;  that  if  the  ,6ank 

were.to  retiim.to  cash  payments,  at  this' 

juncture,  our  ^oU  coin,  tlie  petitioners 

submit,  wbuld  ineyitably  continue  to  be 

exported  as  fast  as  issueii ;  and  as  the* 

|}etitioners  believe  so  great  a  diminution 

of  the  circulating  medium  would  he  caused 

•by  jthie  necessary  restrictive  measures  of 

,the>Bank  6f  £ngland|  ^nd  of  private  ban- 


kers, as. must  occasion  stagnation  in  trade  .public  meeting  had  been)lveld* 


«and  manu&ctures,  depreciation  of  pro- 
perty and  general  distress,  throwing  a 
conuderable  portion  of  the  population  out 
of  employment,  injuring  the  retenue,  and 

.hazarding  the  prosperity  of  the  empire; 

«the  petitioners  therefore,  trusting  in  .the 
wisdom  of.  the  House,  humbly  pray  that 
the  change  of  this  system  of  cash  restric- 
tion may  be  postponed  to  a  more  favour- 

.  able  period,  when  the  country  may  have 
free  command  of  its  resources,  and  may 
reap  the  permanent  advantages  of  the 
measure  unattended  by  any  of  the  evils 
now  contemplated/' 

•Mr.  Tiemey  said,  it  was  material  to 
trace    the  origin   of  this   petition.    He 

.  begged,  thererore,  to  ask,  the  hon.  mem- 
ber, whether  the  petition  was  the  result 
of  any  public  meeting  of  the  bodies  in 
whose  names  it  was  drawn  out  ?  Was, 
thetet  in  fact,  any  public  meeting  at  all  i 
He  put  this  question  because  he  had 
heasa  that  certain  active  persons,  well 
known  in  the  metropolis,  had  prepared 

-petitions  jieie,  and  Kot  them  down  to 


.^HSffi^epi  paifts  of  the  county,  jto  iw* 
jigni^tut^  si^rreptitiouilly  obtaip^  la- 
kers h^d  been  ^e  principal  fwepts  in  pror 
curing  t^be^i ;  apd  c^ery  booy  jknqw  ngjf 
reluctant  a  cquntry  gentfeinan  indebted 
to  .his  hfvnker  would  be  to  refuse  ^ 
jname  to  a  |)ctitiQn  of  this  nature,  wbep 
.i|skefl  to  ffive  i$,  by  this  accon^mpdatjng 
Jb/mker.  Oqe  v^rj  strange  cirqup[^stanc0 
|q  this  petition  was,  that  the  yery  J^xf^ 
nf^me  Qt  the  foot  of  it  was  B^gk^tti  thp 
name  of  jthjB  principal  bar\kerji  at  JLt^dfi. 

Air,  p.  Wortlei^  obs^rye^,  {hftt  ,the  lyya- 
JJcfEtrs  had  Aot  signed  it.  l^hp  H^Asrjt. 
.Beckett  who  had  signed  it|  .were  npt  the 
lianikers,  ,but  another  .finhi  sons  of  t^p 
iianke^s  of  .that  pame. 

JVlr.  ti$rn^  observed,  that  he  did  .not 
know  the  bankers  h^9  b^^  so  ar.tfuJ. 
He  only  wished  th^t  all  thp  petitjov^ 
which  thqy.were,^o  haye>  hl^d  .|>^p  pre- 
.^nted  that  day,  ihjitth^y  mjght'sf^e. whe- 
ther they  all  qwmp  from  the.s^nie  shpp* 
lyieantinie  he  w|shjed  tp  ask,  was.this  peti- 
tion the. result  of  apy  meetipg* 

Mr.  S.  WorUejf  W&»  it  qafnp  to^iip 
ao^oinpanied.by  .a  letl(?r  (rppi  a.f^pect- 
aWe  roer^h^nt,  desiringjiixn  .tP  present  it. 
'He  w^  npt  infprmed  .wliethejr  ^qy  pi^lip 
meeting  had. tak/»n  p)ac.e.  ' 

Mt.  Ticrneyaaid,  he  had^recfiyi^  n 
.letter  from, Leeds,  qon^plaining  that.su(^ 
a  petition  was  to  come  i)p,  that  it^haii 
been  privately  circiilated,   and  that  no 


Xhe  petition  i\ras  ordered  to  bp  prints. 

AaajEsr  o^  .Gx^jlax^  ,Gpiigaup«] 
Mr*  F.  Douglas  said,  that  as  jie  aawa 
gentleman  belonging  to,  the  home  depart- 
ment now  in  his.  place,  .he  should  t^ke  the 
opportunity  of  putti'n^  a  ew  questions  to 
.  bim.  A  certain  fore^ner  bad  been  $eiz0d 
under  the  Alien  act,  on  the  14'th  of  last 
November,  and  sent  out  of  the  country. 
One  of  the  provisions  of  that  act  was,  that 
.any  ijidividual  arrested  under.it  should 
be  carried,  if  he  wished  to  appeal  against 
the  execution  of  the  sentence,  before 
the  priv^  council  He  understood  that 
this  foreigner  had  expressed  his  deter- 
mination of  making  this  appeal,  but  had 
not  been  allowed  to  do  so.  He  wished 
to  know'  what  explanation  could  be 
given  of  jhese  circumstances,  and  under 
what  authority  they  had  also  seized  his 
papers. 

Mr..//.  Give  said,  that  he  had  not, a 
minute  of  the  facts,  to  which  he  could  thea 
refer  for  the  accuracy  of  his  statement. 
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but  must  trust  to  his  own  imperfect  recol- 
tion  of  them.  The  foreigner  in  question 
had  certainly  wished  to  lodge  an  appeal, 
not  indeed  before  the  privy  council,  but 
before  a  magistrate.  To  a  magistrate  he 
was  therefore  taken,  who,  upon  hearing 
the  facts  detailed  against  him,  did  not 
think  it  consistent  with  hi^  duty  to  inter- 
fere  on  his  behalf.  With  regard  to  his 
papers^  he  should  give  a  very  short,  and 
he  trusted,  a  satisfactory  answer.  They 
were  brought  to  the  office  for  the  home 
department,  and  forwarded  from  thence 
to  the  ultimate  destination  of  the  indivi- 
dual arrested  by  his  orders,  and  according 
to  his  directions.  When  they  were 
restored  to  him,  the  individual  com- 
plained that  they  were  restored  with 
tlieir  seala  broken.  This  complaint  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  the  British  govern- 
nient,  and  in  consequence  letters  were 
written  to  the  agent  of  the  packets  at 
Harwich,  (from  which  place  the  papers 
had  been  sent  to  Cuxhaven),  to  learn  in 
what  state  these  papers  were  when  they 
arrived  at,  and  when  they  were  sent  from, 
'Harwich.  The  answer  returned  was,  that 
the  portfolio  which  contained  them  was  in 
a  sealed  envelop,  and  had  been  sent  from 
Harwich  in  the  sam6  state  in  which  it  ar- 
rived there.  From  Cuxhaven  they  were 
sent  to  Hamburgh,  and  from  Hamburgh 
to  the  individual  in  question.  Similar  in- 
quiries were  made  of  the  agents  of  the 
post  office  at  Cuxhaven  and  Hamburgh, 
as  had  been  made  of  the  agent  of  the 
packets  at  Harwich,  and  a  similar  answer 
was  invariably  returned.  When  the 
portfolio  was  delivered  to  the  individual 
in  question,  he  refused  to  break  the  en- 
velop, except  in  the  presence  of  a  certain 
foreign  general;  he  was  introduced  into 
his  company  in  consequence  of  this  refu- 
sal, and  there  he  himself  broke  the  very 
seals  which  he  now  insinuated  were 
broken  by  others. 

Mr.  F.  DougUu  said,  that  as  the  answer 
returned  by  the  different  post-agents  was 
merely  con6ned  to  the  fact  of  the  papers 
beinff  in  the  same  state  as  they  were  when 
they  left  the  office  of  the  home  depsrt- 
ment,  he  wished  to  ask  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, whether  the  portfolio  was  or  was 
not  unlocked,  during  the  time  it  remained 
under  the  care  of  the  home  department. 

Mr.  f/.  Clive  replied,  that  it  went  back 
to  the  owner  in  precisely  the  same  state 
in  which  it  was  brought,  except  with  the 
addition  of  a  paper  cover,  fastened  with 
the  government  seal. 
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Oxford  Election  PETrTiOM.]  The 
adjourned  debate  on  the  motion  made  ok 
the  28th  of  January,  <•  That  the  Petition 
do  lie  on  the  table,"  being  resumed. 

Sir  Arthur  Pi^ott  rose  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  petition  from  certain  inha- 
bitants of  the  city  of  Oxford,  presented 
on  a  former  evening,  which  complained 
of  the  interference  of  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough in  the  election  of  representatives 
for  that  city  in  parliament.  He  observed, 
that  as  this  petition  had  stated  that  2,500/. 
had  been  expended  by  the  noble  duke  to 
secure  the  election  of  general  St.  John ; 
and  as  it  also  mentioned  other  specific 
acts  of  corruption,  the  House  had  only 
one  course  left  them  to  pursue.  The 
Grenville  act  expressly  declares,  that 
when  any  petition,  complaining  of  an  un* 
due  election  and  return,  shall  be  presented 
to  the  House,  it  shall  be  referred  to  a 
committee  gifted  with  sundry  powers, 
which  are  afterwards  described.  Noir 
the  petition  before  the  House  comphuned 
both  of  an  undue  election  and  ao  undue 
return,  and  therefore  the  House  had  no 
discretionary  power  regarding  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  to  be  treated.  He  did  not 
mean  to  deny  to  the  House  the  power  of 
punishing  offenders  and  vindicating  its 
privileges,  either  by  its  own  acts,  or  by 
institutine  suits  at  law ;  but  the  present 
petition  fell  under  a  particular  act,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  which  ita 
merits  must  be  tried.  It  would  therefore 
be  impossible  for  the  House  to  accede  to 
the  present  motion,  which  was,  that  the 
petition  do  lie  on  the  table :  but  should 
that  motion  be  withdrawn,  as  be  trusted 
it  would,  then  the  regular  order  would 
be  made  as  usual  in  cases  of  petitions 
complaining  of  undue  returns. 

Mr.  Denman  said,  that  after  the  consi- 
deration he  had  given  this  subject  since 
he  had  presented  the  petition,  he  was 
ready  to  view  it  in  the  same  light  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman.  He  there- 
fore wished  to  withdraw  the  petition,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  petitioners  to 
make  their  own  election  of  the  course 
they  should  take. 

Mr.  Banket  concurred  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentlemen,  that  the  House 
could  not  properly  take  cognizance  of 
the  petition  in  the  manner  it  was  pre- 
sented, since  it  was,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  an  election  petition. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  act  of 
parliament  said,  that  when  an  dection 
petition  had  been  prescntedi  an  order 
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•hooU  Im  maSt  Ibr  lis  consklerition  on 
iome  particular  day,  and  the  parties  pro- 
hibited from  withdrawing  it*  As  no  order 
of  the  kind  had  yet  been  made  out,  the 
petition  might  still  be  withdrawn,  and 
another  presented  before  Thursday. 

Mr.  JV^n  said,  that  he  persevered  in 
kia  original  opinion,  that  the  petition 
could  not  be  considered  in  any  other 
light  than  as  an  election  petition.  The 
facts  stated  by  the  petitioners,  if  true, 
must  go  to  aftect  the  return  of  the  mem- 
ber  in  whose  behalf  the  noble  duke  was; 
alleged  to  have  interfered.  If,  therefore, 
such  a  complaint  was  to  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  a  breach  of  privil^e,and  was 
reierred  to  the  committee  of  privileges, 
the  example  would  operate  so,  that  every 
ether  complaint  afiecting  the  return  of 
membcn,  and  many  of  which  oaight  be 
considered  breaches  of  privile^,  would 
be  referred  to  thai  committee,  instead  of 
the  select  committee,  widi  powers  to  ex- 
amine upon  oath  pursuant  to  the  Gren- 
ville  act.     Birliament  and  the  country 
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that  It  should  now  be  reierred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  privileges.    If  any  other  course 
were  taken,  he  plainly  saw,  that  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  House  would  remain  un 
vindicated,  and  the  complaint  of  the  pe 
titioners  unredressed. 

Mr.  Bathurst  said,  he  had  no  desire  to 
prolong  the  discussion;  but  there  was 
one  obserration  of  the  hon.  member  who 
preceded  him,  to  which  it  was  necessary 
to  advert.  It  seemed  to  be  his  opinion, 
that  unless  a  petition  was  couched  in 
certain  technical  terms,  it  was  not  to  be 
considered  as  an  election  petition,  and 
of  course  not  to  be  referred  to  a  select 
conumttee,  in  conformity  with  the  act  of 
the  10th  of  the  kinff.  The  principle  and 
practice  were  whoUy  different,  as  it  was 
the  substance  of  the  allegations  that  gave 
a  character  to  Cfle  petition.  In  the  case 
of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Horne  Tooke^ 
many  members  were  indioed  to  view  it 
in  the  light  of  a  libel  upon  the  House, 
and  to  treat  it  as  such;  but  as  it  adverted 
to  an  undue  return  of  the  sitting  mem- 


had,  before  the  passiog  of  that  act,  pro-  I  hers  for  Westminster,  it  was  decided  to 
..         .  1.    .  be  an  election  petition.      Enough  had 

been  stated  in  the  present  petition  to 
accuse  the  noble  duke  of  being  an  agent 
for  others.  Corruption  and  bribery  were 
alleged,  and  if  such  allegations  were 
proved  before  an  election  committee,  the 
election  would  be  rej^orted  to  be  void.  It 
was  not  for  him  to  say  what  course  the 
House  should  pursue,  if  the  question 
were  brought  b^ore  them  properly  as  a 
breach  of  priviicge.  The  present  was  no 
qvestion  of  discretion :  the  law  was  impe- 
rative upon  the  eourse  to  be  pursued :  the 
petition  must  go  before  tnst  tribunal 
which  the  law  had  nMirked  out,  and  could 
not  be  withdrawn. 

The  question,  that  the  petition  do  lie- 
on  the  table,  was  then  negatived*  The 
Speaker  then  observed,  that  in  order  to 
render  the  proceedinn  of  the  House  on 
the  petition  intelligible,  it  would  be  con- 
venient that  the  motion  should  be  pre- 
ceded on  the  Journals  by  an  ex^aoatory 
Reaolation,  vie.«^<  That  the  said  petition 
comes  within  the  description  of  a  petition. 


Dounced  its  opinion  on  the  iaoompetency 
eC  the  former  coinie,  and  on  the  universal 
confusion  that  attended  its  continuance. 

Mr.  C  TenmfiOH  contended,  that  the 

petitioa  was  not  an  election  petition,  but 

merely  called  oa^e  House  to  vindicate 

its  own  privileges.    The  facta  asserted 

could  not  afcct  the  retvrn  of  the  hon. 

member  Ibr  Oxford,  unless  a  connexion 

was  proved  between  him  and  the  imMo 

duke,  so  as  to  diow  that  the  latter  had 

been  his  agent.    He  was  convinced  that 

the   language  of  the  petitbn  wis   so 

framed  as  to  avoid  bringing  the  return 

into  question.    If  that  was  the  intention 

of  the  petitioneri,  to  refer  the  petition  to 

a  select  committee  would  make  it  fall  to 

llie  ground,  aa  they  would  not  enter  into 

the  coMBanoea  reqaii:ed.    He  thought 

it  therefove  desirable,  that  it  should  be 

stiefred  to  a  oemmittee  of  privileges. 

Aa  eieotwa    ooasasittae  would  not  be 

booaitOflBalBeaoy acport;  aBd,inacaae 

like  the  preaent,  it  was  of  Importaaee 

that  a  tieport  ahould  be  pnaduced.    It 

would  ta  foferring  the  questieo  to  a  fiur 

teat,  «f  «he  Hease  woiM  enquire  whether 

in  caaa  his  hon.  and  laamed  friend  had 

■at  poeaeated  tlus  petstiea  vatfl  the  four- 

teea  4Bys  for  the  reception  of  election 

petitions   had   dapeed,   it  weald  have 

dosed  its  doors  upon  it  as  an  election 

petitioa.    He  Aought  the  House  tretdd 

itm  have  teeaiaed  it,  and  acooidingly 

(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


the  proceedings  tipon  whidi  are  regulated 
by  Uie  several  acts  passed  lor  the  regula* 
tioa  of  the  trials  of  coot  reverted  decMons, 
or  returns  of  meoibers  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment.^ Mr.  Bankes  moved  a  reaoiution 
to  that  e&ct,  which  was  carried  in  the 
afllrmative;  aisd  the  petitioa,  being  an 
dection  one,  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  the  9th  of  March. 
(O) 
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Committee  or  Supply— Navy  Esti- 
mates* &C.3  The  House  having  resolved 
it8«lf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  to 
which  certain  Army  and  Navy  Estimates 
wcure  referred. 

Sir  G.  Warrender  said,  he  should  only 
state,  ID  moving  the  estimates  for  the 
navy,  that  the  number  of  seamen  would  be 
the  same  as  last  year ;  yet  a  considerable 
saving  had  Xsktn  place  in  that  branch  of 
the  public  expenditure ;  and  that  saving 
had  been  effected  by  placing  the  whole  of 
the  naval  force  kept  up  in  a  state  of  acti- 
vity, which  supplied  the  deficiency  of 
numbers  and  rendered  their  increase  un- 
necessary. He  then  moved,  1.  "  That 
20,000  men  be  employed  for  the  sea  ser- 
vice, for  thirteen  lunar  months,  from  the 
1st  Jan.  1819,  including  6,000  royal  ma- 
rines. 2.  That  665,500/.,  be  granted  for 
wages  of  the  said  20,000  men,  at  the  rate 
of  2/.  Sf.  6d.  per  man  per  month.  S. 
That  520,000/.,  be  granted  for  victuals 
for  the  said  20,000  men,  at  the  rate  of  2/. 
per  man  per  month.  4.  That  533,000/. 
oe  granted  for  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
ships  in  which  the  said  20,000  men  are  to 
serve,  at  the  rate  of  2/.  1«*  per  man  per 
month.  5.  That  91,000/.,  be  granted  for 
ordnance  for  sea  service  on  board  the 
ships  in  which  the  said  20,000  men  are  to 
serve,  at  the  rate  of  7«*  per  man  per 
montlK^ 

Mr.  Birch  begged  to  take  that  oppor- 
tunity of  putting  a  question  to  ministers, 
whether  it  was  in  their  contemplation  to 
afford  any  relief  to  the  navy,  from  the 
hardships  of  impressment?  No  season 
for  such  a  proceeding  could  be  more  pro- 
pitious than  the  present,  when  we  were 
in  a  state  of  profound  peace  with  all  the 
world.  The  system  of  impressment  was 
a  stain  upon  the  country. 

Sir  G.  Warrender  said,  he  was  well 
aware  of  the  importance  of  the  subject 
in  all  its  bearings,  and  hoped  that  the 
House  would  not  expect  him  to  give  any 

fositive  and  distinct  answer  on  the  sudden, 
t  was  certainly  a  question  to  which  mi- 
nisters had  turned  their  most  anxious 
attention ;  but  they  felt  also  the  danger 
of  holding  out  any  thing  that  might  lead 
to  misapprehension.  Impressment  was  a 
part  of  the  ancient  system  of  the  country, 
and  though  it  certainly  was  attended  with 
disadvantages  and  inconveniences,  it  had 
produced,  he  believed,  far  greater  benefits 
tlian  any  evils  it  had  occasioned.  He 
had  it  ia  his  power,  however,  to  state, 
that  effective  measures  bad  been  taken  to 
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ameliorate  the  ffondition  of  seamen,  and 
by  means  of  a  registry  of  those  who  wera 
receiving  a  sort  of  half-pay,  to  secure  onr 
an  emergency  a  supply  of  sailors  well 
acquainted  with,  and  well  fitted  for,  their 
duties.  He  trusted  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man would  not  require  him  to  commit 
himself  and  ministers  further  at  the  present 
moment. 

The  Resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Lord  Palmerston  then  moved,  "  That  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  one  million,  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  towards  defraying 
the  charge  of  his  majesty's  Land  Forces 
for  service  at  home  and  abroad  (excepting 
the  regiments  employed  in  the  Territorid 
Possessions  of  the  East  India  Company), 
for  the  year  1819*" 

Mr.  Calcrqft  s^id,  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  oppose  the  motiooi  but  he  wished  for 
a  little  explanation.  The  votes  of  the 
last  year  would  have  been  exhausted  on 
the  25th  of  December,  and  he  begged  ta 
be  informed  how  the  operations  of  go- 
vernment had  cone  on  from  that  date  to 
the  present  without  any  new  vote  by  par- 
liament. At  least  a  month's  pay  had 
become  due  to  the  army  subsequent  to 
the  25th  of  December  last,  and  in  what 
way  had  that  been  furnished  I 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ob- 
served, that  as  the  hon.  members  obser- 
vations applied  to  all  parts  of  the  public 
service,  he  should  beg  leave  to  answer 
them.  It  was  obvious,  that  if  govern- 
ment were  limited  in  the  application  of 
any  grant  to  the  exact  period  for  whi6b 
it  had  been  voted,  parliament  would  be 
always  obliged  to  meet  previous  to  the 
last  day  to  which  the  votes  extended. 
But  his  majesty's  ministers  always  oon« 
ceived  they  had  the  power  of  applying 
any  sums  that  might  remain,  after  dis- 
charging the  expenses  of  the  year,  to  that 
branch  of  the  public  service  for  which 
they  had  been  granted.  In  the  estimates, 
the  charges  were  not  made  prospectively^ 
but  retrospectively,  and  on  that  account, 
balances,  in  many  instances,  necessarily 
remained,  and  a  running  account  waa 
kept  up  from  one  year  to  another.  He 
did  not  see  any  irregularity  in  thus  ap- 
plying the  surpluses  of  public  money, 
provided  the  sums  granted  were  always 
expended  on  that  particular  part  of  ne 
service  for  which  they  had  been  voted* 

The  Kesolution  was  agreed  to. 

ExcuEQUBR  Bills.]  The  Chanoelior 
of  the  Exchequer  then  moved^  <*  Thai  a 
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tttiD,  oat  esceeding  24|954«S0tf.»  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  to  pay  off  and 
dueharge  exchequer  bills  made  out  by 
virtpe  of  an  act  of  the  last  session,  for 
raising  ll,600,00(tf.  by  exchequer  bills, 
for  the  year  1818 ;  and  also  by  another 
act  of  the  same  session,  for  raising  SO 
millions  by  Exchequer  bills,  for  the  year 
1818»  outstanding  and  unprovided  for.'* 

Mr.  Grenfdl  did  not  rise  to  make  any 
opposition  to  the  motion,  but  he  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  to  press  upon 
the  attention  of  the  House  the  necessity 
of  obtaining  for  the  public  a  participation 
in  the  profits  of  the  Bank— profits  arising 
from  the  balances  of  the  public  money  in 
their  hands.  The  House  were  aware  that 
two  loans,  as  the  Bank  termed  them,  one 
of  six  millions,  the  other  of  three  millions, 
had  been  made  by  the  Bask  to  the  public 
The  loan  of  three  millions  was  negotiated 
in  consequence  of  the  investigations  of 
the  committee  of  that  House  in  the  year 
18079  when  it  was  conduded  between 
Mr.  Perceval  and  the  Bank  of  England, 
that  such  a  sum  should  be  advanced,  free 
of  interest,  to  the  public,  on  the  admitted 
ground  of  the  right  of  the  public  to  parti- 
cipate in  profits  wholly  arising  from  the 
large  balances  belonging  to  it,  of  which 
that  body  availed  themselves  to  their  own 
advantage  in  the  same  way  as  any  other 
bankers  did.  The  amount  of  these 
balances  was  between  ten  and  eleven 
millions,  and  had  continued  uodiminished 
until  the  year  1817.  He  regretted  that 
the  hon.  member  for  Corfe  Castle  and 
also  the  right  boo.  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  department  of  woods  and  forests 
were  not  m  their  placest  »  be  could  ap- 
peal to  them  whether  he  was  not  fully 
authorised  in  asserting  that  this  loan  of 
three  millions  was  concluded  on  the  ex- 
press condition  of  being  granted  without 
interest,  and  as  a  compeosation  to  the 
public  for  its  share  in  the  participation  of 
the  profits  of  the  Bank.  The  period  of 
that  loan  of  three  millions  without  interest 
expired  in  April  last,  and  as  it  had  not 
been  paid  off,  the  country  was  now  giving 
the  Bank  interest  upon  it  to  the  amount 
of  120,000/.  per  annum.  At  this  very 
moment,  too,  the  Bank  were  deriving 
enormous  advantages  from  the  balances 
of  public  money  in  their  custody,  which, 
if  in  the  hands  of  private  bankers,  would 
produce  not  less  than  from  550,000/.  to 
600,000/*  per  annum,  and  without  afford- 
ing the  nation  the  slightest  participation 
tliereiji.    He  asked  tM  right  hon.  gentle- 


man how  he  could  give  his  assent  to  sucli 
a  contract  ?  He  could  scarcely  believe  his 
eyes  when  he  saw  in  the  accounts  of  the 
last  year  4  per  cent  charged  on  the  sum 
of  three  mtlUons  from  April,  an  item  <^ 
120^000/.  ^inst  the  public,  merely  be- 
cause the  Bank  allowed  it  to  draw  out  of 
their  hands  three  myiions  out  of  nine,  or 
ten  of  their  own  money.  He  merely 
threw  out  those  fe\9^  remarks  then,  intend- 
ing to  speak  at  large  on  the  subject  at 
another  opportunity.  He  should  be  happy 
to  hear  of  any  arrangement  by  which 
those  large  balances  could  be  rendered 
available  to  the  public 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ob- 
served, that  as  an  occasion  would  so  soon 
occur  for  fully  discusimg  the  concerns 
of  the  Bank,  he  did  not  mean  at  present 
to  enter  into  that  subject  at  any  length ; 
but  upon  some  points  to  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  adverted,  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  explaining  the  views  of  govern- 
ment. With  respect  to  the  loan  from  the 
Bbrik  of  three'  millions,  >  in  1818,  there 
was  a  new  arrangement  in  contemplation 
upon  that  loan  and  the  interest  granted 
for  it,  which  he  would  take  an  opportu- 
nity of  stating  to  the  House  to-morrow. 
Then,  as  to  the  public  balances  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bank,  there  had  been  some 
communications  respecting  them  between 
government  and  the  directors,  and  the 
object  was,  to  make  such  arrangements 
that  the  public  balances  should  in  future 
be  applied  to  the  public  service.  Here 
he  thought  it  right  to  state,  for  the  cor- 
rection of  some  floating  errors,  that  the 
amount  of  the  public  balances  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bank  were  by  no  means  equal 
to  what  many  gentlemen  appeared  to 
think.  A  great  reduction  had  taxen  place, 
in  the  amount  of  those  balances,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  termination  of  the  war 
and  the  reduction  of  the  public  expendi- 
ture, and  partly  also,  in  consequence  of 
the  economical  arrangements  of  his  ma- 
jesty's government.  Whether  any  retros« 
pective  measure  should  be  adopted  with 
respect  to  interest  upon  such  public 
balances  as  had  been  heretofore  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bank,  he  would  not  then 
say ;  but  he  could  distinctly  state,  that  it 
was  in  contemplation  to  make  prospective 
arrangements  for  the  application  of  all 
public  balances  to  the  public  service.  He 
thought  it  necessary  to  correct  a  mistake 
which  had  gone  into  circulation,  with 
regard  to  the  sum  due  from  government 
to  the  Bank.    That  sum  did,  as  was  stated. 
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^tanount  to  eight  tailHoDfe :  but  of  tbat  simii 
^ve  millions  were  already  paid,  and  (>ro* 
▼iaion  would  be  made,  out  of  the  way* 
and  means  for  the  year,  for  the  liquidation 
of  the  remainder.  He  was  sorry  for  the 
misconception  which  had  gone  abroad,  aa 
to  what  he  had  said  on  a  fonmer  evening 
upon  this  subject;  but  that  misconception 
was,  no  doubt,  owing  to  his  not  having 
been  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  Gren/m  expressed  his  satisfaction 
mt  hearing  that  it  was  at  length  determined 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  propose 
that  arrangement  upon  the  subject  of 

J>ublic  balances,  which  he  htmaelf  had  so 
ong  and  so  eagerly  soueht  to  establish. 

The  Chancmar  vf  the  Reehe^uer  de* 
dared,  that  it  had  always  been  his  object 
to  propose  such  an  arrangement,  but  that 
he  Mt  the  difficulty  of  carrying  it  into 
effect,  without  the  approbation  and  eo- 
operatMn  of  the  Bank ;  and  he  waa  now 
happy  to  say,  that  the  directors  fuUy  con* 
curred  in  his  views. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  obaenred,  tbat  Ae  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  not  attempted  to 
controveit  any  point  advanced  bj  liis  hon. 
friend.  On  the  contrary,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  expressed  his  intention  to 
adopt  the  suggestions  of  his  hon.  friend, 
and  to  act  upon  his  views.  This  he  had 
heard  with  peculiar  satisfiiction.  But 
there  was  one  point  connected  with  this 
subject,  to  which  he  was  surprised  to  find 
his  hon.  friend  bad  omitted  to  make  any 
allusion.  His  hon.  friend  had  forcibly  ani- 
Riadveited  upon  the  extraordinary  trans* 
action  of  the  Bank  lending  three  millions 
to  the  public  without  interest,  on  the  con* 
dition,  forsocfth,  that  the  public  balances 
amounting,  on  an  average  of  aeveral  yeara, 
to  ten  millions,  ahould  be  allowed  to  re- 
main in  its  hands.  But  his  hon.  friend 
had  omitted  to  oak,  why  those  bslances 
should  be  at  all  deposited  in  the  Bank  ? 
Such  a  system  of  deposit  appeared  to  him 
inconsistent  with  the  provision  of  tlie  se* 
veral  appropriation  acts:  upon  whatgroond 
was  itthatthemoney  appropriated  by  these 
acts,  was  not  advanced  according  as  it 
was  required,  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
the  navy,  or  any  other  department  of  the 
public  seryioe,  for  which  it  was  voted, 
rastead  of  being  transferred  to  the  Bank  ? 
Why  should  not  such  advances  be  made 
by  the  exchequer  itself,  to  each  of  the 
pubKc  departments,  instead  of  being  sent 
to  the  Bank  ?  Such  a  system  appeared  to 
him  quite  incomprehensible  upon  any  fair 
public  grounds.    The  chancellor  of  the 
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exchecjuer  had  now  abown  what  uae  cetdd 
be  tnaoe  of  those  balancea.  He  had  abown 
that  what  was  deficient  in  one  department 
waa  made  up  out  of  the  surplus  of  another. 
But  instead  of  issuing  five  millions  for  the 
service  of  the  navy  and  army,  why  did 
be  not  take  them  from  those  balances  ? 

The  ChancdLor  ^  the  Bxcheguer  in» 
silted,  that  he  had  never  saki  that  the  sur- 
plus c»f  one  department  had  been  applied  to 
the  service  or  another.  However  proper 
or  economteal  such  a  plan  might  be,  it 
wodd  not  be  authoriced,  and  he  should 
tiierefore  consider  it  a  breach  of  his  duty. 
All  that  the  executive  govemment  hail 
oonsiderad  itself  at  liberty  to  do,  was,  to 
appl^  any  part  of  the  anoos  gramed  bv 
pariiament  for  any  aervioe,  and  wbica 
might  remain  onexhauated,  to  that  parti* 
cular  seryioe,  beyond  the  time  far  whicb 
it  had  been  voted. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to* 

Wild  Animals  bbclaimbd.]  Mr. 
Lmnm^  pursuant  to  his  notice,  rose  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
state  of  the  law  as  it  respected  wild  ani* 
mala  raclaimed  from  their  original  barba- 
rism and  natural  ferocity.  He  was  aware 
tbat  he  might  be  exposing  himself  to 
some  degree  of  ridicule  by  leading  the 
House  into  such  a  discussion.  There 
were  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  whom,  however,  be 
did  not  then  see  in  their  places,  who^ 
from  their  manner  of  treating  hia  obsar- 
vations  on  a  recent  occasion,  might  per* 
haps  allege  that  he  had  undertaken  this 
aubject  from  a  foHow  feeling,  he  being 
himself^Sr<9  nainrm.  It  was  very  far  from 
hia  wish,  he  could  assure  them,  lo  in- 
crease the  number  of  penal  enactmeols, 
or  add  to  the  severity  of  a  code,  against 
which  the  sentiments  of  the  public  were 
now  bo  loudly  prochumed.  He  had  not 
been  hunting  through  the  volumes  of  e«r 
criminal  jurisprudence  for  the  purpose 
either  of  filling  up  chssms,  or  lopping  off 
exuberances.  He  had  been  induced  to 
submit  his  present  proposition,  not  by  any 
impatience  to  become  a  legislator,  but 
because  he  thought  the  law  defective  in 
this  particuhv  caae.  At  a  late  trial  during 
the  last  assiaes  at  Hertford,  n  man  wna 
indicted  for  stealing  a  nmnber  of  tame 
ferrets.  The  jury  found  bim  gaity ;  but 
the  case  being  referaed  to  tke  judges, 
who  weie  just  equal  in  number  ta  die 
jury,  but  who  had  not  the  advantage  <yf 
being  starved. uHo  unanhnity,  theynnnni- 
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OMNiriy  agiced,  that  ftmta  Mng  aoifodi 
jf^iff  futfatr^t  DO  property  could  be  iield 
in  ih^Qf  end  thel  the  eieeling  of  them 
iret  not  puniiheble.  Now,  be  contended 
that  a  ferret  wat.not  the  uselets  creature 
which  it  waa  flenenaUy  thought.  It  waa 
a  mofit  powerfiu  antagonitt  to  that  noit 
noxioutf  odious*  and  destnidiTe  animal 
the  rat  [a  laugh],  and  more  efieotire 
•gainat  it  tban  poSaon.  traps,  gina»  and  all 
that  the  baoMiier  and  theanvil  could  forge. 
One  of  our  great  poets  had  lold  ua,  that 
•*  all  things  were  made  fiur  aMm*s  delight 
and  use,*'  and  tbenefiwe  be  pnopoaed  that 
whenever  any  animal  of  wbatever  descrip- 
tioa,  becaBM  of  delight  or  aae  to  iu 
master,  bia  law  ibould  protect  it*  ^  dome 
^ntleoMo  aeemed  much  to  enjoy  hia  allup 
aion  to  fats,  but  if  even  these  animals 
could  be  reclaimed,  he  would  have  them 
deemed  property,  and  so  protected.  If, 
indeed,  a  rat  could  be  ao  reclaimed  as  to 
run  from  one  side  of  that  House  to  the 
Other  £a  laugh],  he  would  have  such  an 
animal  protected  from  traps  or  |^os.  He 
jJso  proposed  to  have  menageries  pro* 
lectea;  for  what  just  reason  coula  be 
assigned  for  not  protecting  the  property 
of  Mr.  Polito,  Of  any  other  proprietor  of 
wild  beasts  who  resided  in  town,  or  who 
IraveUed  through  the  country?  Such 
animals  ought,  indeed,  upon  every  just 
ground,  to  be  protected  by  law ;  for  tbeir 
general  exhibition  was  known  to  be  of 
great  utility,  especially  to  the  youth  of 
both  aexea,  in  presenting  them  with  a 
practical  iliuatration  of  the  natural  history 
of  those  animals.  Why,  for  instance, 
should  not  property  in  a  lion  be  pro- 
tected? for  he  was  not  a  base  animal; 
certainly  not  so  base  as  an  ass ;  and  yet 
the  latter  was  protected  by  the  law,  while 
the  former  was  left  without  protection. 
Why  ahould  not  badgers  and  monkies 
also  be  protected  by  law?  Badgers  and 
monkies  had  their  useful  qualities,  and  if 
they  themselves  were  not  often  stolen,  it 
could  not  be  denied  in  this  ^e  of  foppery, 
that  many  stole  their  faces,  anticks,  and 
gestures.  His  object  would  be,  to  punish 
the  olbnce  of  stealing  them  by  seven  years 
tcansportation,  or  by  whipping, at  thedia- 
cretion  of  the  asasions.  The  receivers  of 
them,  when  stolen,  ahould,  he  thought, 
be  subjeot  to  the  «ame,  «ot  a  greater 
punishment,  as  was  soaiatiiqes  the  peso* 
tice  in  other  eases.  With  regard  to  their 
beoaoMng  nuisBBooa,  he  eenssdered  the 
law  to  be  Mite  effeetual  upon  that  aub* 
ject,  and  ahwdd  «ot,  Ibesqfof e,  JntBoduoa 


imyneir  provision  with  rebreaoe  to  if. 
He  did  not  boast  of  peasessing  any 
squeamish  or  morbid  sensibility,  but  ha 
could  not  see  property  of  this  kind  in  a 
different  state  with  respect  to  its  protec* 
tion  by  the  law  from  any  other,  and  know 
that  tne  owners  of  it  as.  wdl  as  their 
families  depended  on  its  security,  without 
being  anxious  to  see  that  protection  ex« 
tended  to  them.  Ha  moved,  therebre, 
*'  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  amend  the  laws  for  the  protection  of 
Wild  Antmals  reclahned  and  retained  aa 
private  property." 
The   Attorney   General,   after   aoma 

Kuse,  seconded  the  motion,  in  crder.  to 
iQg  the  subjeot  fairly  before  the  House. 
The.  gallery  was  cleared,  but  the  mo* 
tion  was  negatived,  without  a  division. 
^*-Mr.  Lawson  said,  he  would  consign 
the  other  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  namely,  with  rejrard  to  the  repeal 
of  the  law  respeotinff  Trial  by  Battle,  to 
the  more  able  hsnd»  of  the  nttoroey* 
general,  and  that  learned  gentleman  ae« 
eordingly  gave  notice  of  a  motion  upon 
the  subject  for  Tuesday  se'nnight. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesdaift  February  2. 

SaCRBT  COMMITTSB   Olf    THB  StATB 

OF  THE  Bank  ov  Enolaxd  ArPOiMTxn.] 
The  Earl  of  Liverpod  said,  he  rose  in 
pursuance  of  notice,  to  juove  for  a  Secret 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  State  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  with  refetence  to 
the  resumption  of  cadi  payments,  at  the 
period  prescribed  by  law,  and  into  other 
matters  connected  with  the  subject.  In 
doing  ibis,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  atating 
that  it  had  been  bia  most  anxious  wk& 
that  the  resumption  of  caiAi  pajfmenta 
should  take  place  with  the  least  possiblo 
delsy,  that  no  time  whatever  ahould  be 
lost  in  returning  to  our  ancient  policy,  aa 
soon  as  circumstanoes  would  possibly 
allow.  It  would  be  in  the  roooUeetion-  of 
their  lordships  that  on  the  opening  4^  tho 
session  he  had  stated  hia  opinion  that  dr« 
cumstanoes  would  not  permit  the  return 
to  cash  payments  at  the  period  preseiibed 
Imt  law,  but  that  if  that  ahould  prove  to  be 
toe  case,  it  was  intended  by  his  asi^ty  a 
government  merely  to  propose  theeaoti 
nuance  of  the  restrietion  tdl  March  nest, 
and  that  if  it  should  in  the  mean  time  be 
thought  requisite  atitl  to  ceatinue4he  r»- 
striction,acommitteeshou]dbe  appointed  in 
the  nei(t  eassion  to  iaaaatigate  na  subject, 
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previous  to  any  determination  being  come 
to.  Subsequent  to  his  making  that  de* 
claration,  he  was  induced*  as  he  before 
stated,  to  change  his  intended  course,  and 
to  propose  the  committee  in  the  present 
session,  instead  of  the  next.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  was  his  earnest  wish 
that  the  inquiry  should  be  as  large  and  as 
extensive  as  possible.  It  was  with  this 
view  that  he  had  inserted  general  words  in 
the  motion,  which  would  embrace  all  the 
questions  that  related  to  the  subject,  with- 
out in  the  least  fettering  the  committee, 
but  leaving  them  to  take  their  own  course 
in  the  way  tbey  thought  best  calculated 
to  render  the  inquiry  most  effectual.  The 
result  of  the  investigation  could  alone  be 
rendered  satisfactory  to  the  public,  or 
justice  done  to  the  subject,  by  thorouj^hly 
examining  every  branch  of  the  question. 
Having  thus  proposed  an  inquiry  in  the 
largest  possible  sense,  Jie  did  not  think  it 
would  be  proper  for  him  to  enter  now  into 
any  discussion  of  the  subject.  It  was  most 
desirable,  with  a  view  to  a  thorough  and 
impartial  inquiry.  With  a  view  to  the 
whole  of  this  subject  being  examined  in 
every  point  of  view,  and  completely  sifted 
to  the  bottom,  that  noble  lords  should 
come  to  the  investigation,  forgetting  as 
much  as  possible  the  opinions  they  might 
have  declared,  on  whatever  side,  upon 
this  question,  and  with  a  determination  to 
obtain  every  information  upon  it  that 
could  be  procured,  in  order  to  arrive  at 
the  best  and  most  expedient  result.  It 
was  an  unavoidable  inconvenience  attend- 
ing the  investigation,  that  they  could  not 
have  upon  the  committee  noble  lords  who 
had  not  on  one  side  or  the  other  declared 
an  opinion  upon  the  subject;  but  they 
need  not  increase  that  inconvenience  by 
BOW  prematurely  entering  into  the  discus- 
sion, or  delivering  any  opinion.  It  was  his 
most  anxious  wish  that  a  thorough  and 
complete  investigation  should  take  place 
of  every  branch  of  the  subject,  and  with 
this  view  he  now  moved,  **  That  a  Secret 
Committee  be  appointed  by  ballot,  to 
consist  of  thirteen  lords,  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  Bank  of  England,  with  a  view 
to  the  resumption  of  cash  payments  at 
the  period  prescribed  by  law,  and  to  take 
into  consideration  any  other  matters  con- 
nected therewith,  with  power  to  report 
any  information  which  they  may  think  fit 
to  be  communicated  without  injury  to  the 
public  interests,  with  their  observations 
thereupon.'' 
The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  thoughti  from 


the  wording  of  the  motion,  that  the  com- 
mittee on  reporting  information  to  the 
House,  would  be  precluded  from  making 
any  observations,  except  upon  the  inform- 
ation so  communicated,  although  they 
miffht  have  important  observations  to 
mi^e,  arising  from  evidence  which  they 
might  not  think  it  expedient  to  communi- 
cate. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  did  not 
think  it  advisable,  in  the  present  stage  of 
the  question,  that  the  committee  should 
be  authorized  to  deliver  an  opinion ;  nor 
did  he  mean  that  they  should  be  confined 
to  the  mere  reporting  of  evidence;  he 
had,  therefore,  adopted  the  middle  course 
of  allowing  them  to  report  such  observa- 
tions as  they  might  think  necessary  to 
explain  any  parts  of  the  evidence,  or  that 
they  might  think  of  importance. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  was  still  of  opi- 
nion that  the  words  of  the  motion  would 
preclude  the  committee  from  making  ob- 
servations upon  any  part  of  the  evidence, 
except  the  information  they  actually  re- 
ported. 

The  Earl  of  Harrotoby  observed,  that 
the  words  of  the  motion  were  the  same  as 
those  used  in  1797,  on  the  appointment 
of  a  secret  committee,  of  a  similar  de- 
scription, and  they  had  not  given  rise  to 
any  difficulty. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  was  only  anxious 
that  the  committee  should  have  the  fullest 
powers  to  inquire,  and  full  liberty  to  re- 
port their  observations.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection, therefore,  to  strike  out  the  word 
<*  thereupon,''  which  would,  at  all  events, 
leave  the  committee  completely  at  liberty 
to  make  such  observations  as  they  should 
deem  meet. 

The  Marquis  o£  Zjonsdomne,  in  agreeing 
most  fully  in  the  propriety  and  expedieocv 
of  the  motion,  also  cordially  agreed  with 
the  noble  earl,  that  the  members  of  the 
committee  should  come  to  the  inquiry 
without  any  reference  to  their  previous 
opinions,  but  with  a  determination  to  enter 
upon  the  fullest  investigation  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  only  af^er  a  thorough  inquiry  to 
come  to  a  conclusion  upon  the  evidence. 
Wi^h  regard  to  its  being  a  secret  com- 
mittee, some  communications  from  the 
Bank  might  require  secrecy,  but  otherwise 
the  whole  subject,  in  all  its  branches,  wnf 
so  completely  before  the  public,  that  he 
could  see  no  necessity  whatever  for  se- 
crecy. The  state  of  the  Bank  of  England 
too,  he  considered  a  very  subordinate 
part  of  the  inquiry.    He  had  no  doubt 
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whatef er  of  the  solvenej  of  the  Bank,  or 
of  its  complete  ability  to  make  good  all  its 
engagements ;  there  could  be  no  question 
upon  that  point;  the  main  inyestigation 
must  turn  altogether  upon  other  circum- 
stances, which  were  in  every  respect  amply 
before  the  public.  He  did  not  mean» 
however,  to  take  the  sense  of  the  house 
as  to  whether  the  committee  should  be 
secret  or  not,  but  merely  to  observe,  that 
as  to  all  the  most  material  part  of  the  in- 
vestigation there  was  no  necessity  what' 
ever  for  any  secrecy. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  committee  should  be  bal- 
loted for  on  Thursday. 

Petition  from  London  respecting 
THE  Insolvent  Debtors  Bill.]  The 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury  presented  a  Petition 
on  behalf  of  the  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  London  against  the  renewal  of  the 
above  act,  and  strongly  expressive  of  the 
petitioners  opinion  as  to  the  injustice  and 
injurioas,tendency  of  its  operation. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  a 
more  important  subject  could  not  come 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament 
than  that  to  which  the  petition  referred, 
and  which  must  form  a  question  for  discus- 
sion in  the  course  of  the  present  session. 
With  a  view  to  the  due  investigation  of 
this  subject,  and  to  the  obtaining  of  that 
information  which  was  requisite  to  enable 
the  House  fully  to  consider  it,  he  inti- 
mated his  intention  of  moving  in  a  day  or 
two,  for  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
persons  who  bad  been  discharged  .under 
the  provisions  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors' 
act,  their  names,  the  sums  for  which  they 
had  respectively  obtained  their  discharge, 
and  the  dividends  paid. 
'  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday ^  February  2. 

Coal  Duty — Petition  from  South- 
wARK.]  Mr.  Cahert  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  certain  manufacturer!  and  inha- 
bitants of  the  Parish  of  St.  Saviour, 
Southwark,  agamst  the  present  high  du- 
ties on  Coals.  The  petitioners  complained 
that  it  was  a  most  unequal  and  oppressive 
duty,  and  was  an  imposition  contrary  to 
all  principles  of  fkir  taxation.  They 
atated  that  the  duty  paid  in  the  metropolis, 
in  the  counties  of  Surrey,  and  of  Kent, 
was  df.  lOtf.  per  chaldron ;  while  the  du- 
ties paid  in  the  maritime  counties  wu  6«. 


6(/.  per  chaldron ;  and  the  Inland  coan^es 
paid  nothing  at  alh  In  the  metropolis, 
a  population  of  1,200,000  paid  700,000^ 
duty;  in  the  maritime  counties,  a  popula- 
tion of  4,500,000  paid  1,000,000^.  cfuty; 
and  in  the  inland  counties  a  population  of 
8,500,000  paid  no  duty  at  all. 

Sir  Robert  fVilson  spoke  in  support  of 
the  petition.  The  duty,  as  it  was  at  pre- 
sent raised,  was,  he  said,  at  variance 
with  all  the  just  principles  of  taxation. 
The  petitioners  sought  only  for  a  fair 
distribution  of  the  duty.  He  recommended 
that  a  bill  should  be  introduced  for  this 
purpose. 

Sir  Af.  W.  Ridley  said,  that,  as  to  the 
taking  off  the  duty  on  coals,  he  would 
give  his  support  to  any  measure  for  that 
purpose,  but  when  it  was  proposed  to 
take  this  duty  off  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
it  on  the  shoulders  of  otners,  to  this  he 
could  never  assent. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Westminster  Hustings  Bill— Pe- 
tition OF  Mr.  Hunt.]  Mr.  D.  W. 
Harvey  presented  a  petition  from  Mr. 
Huot,  against  this  bill.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber declared,  that  in  presenting  this  peti- 
tion, he  begged  the  house  to  be  assured* 
that  he  brought  the  matter  forward  as  a 
member  of  that  house,  and  that  he  by  no 
means  wished  to  be  considered  as  par- 
taking in  any  of  the  views  or  principles  of 
the  petitioner.—- The  petition  was  then 
brought  up,  and  read,  as  follows : 

"  To  the  honourable  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  in  parliament  assem- 
bled :— The  Petition  of  Henry  Hunt 
of  Middleton  Cottage,  in  the  county 
of  Southampton,  esq.;— 

**  Humbly  shewetb ;  That  your  peti- 
tioner having  been  a  candidate  at  the  last 
election  for  the  city  of  Westminster,  felt 
it  his  duty  to  lay  before  your  hon.  house 
a  short  statement  of  some  of  the  facts 
relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  high  bailiff 
of  the  said  city,  seeing  that  it  was  the 
object  of  the  said  high  bailiff  to  get  an- 
other bill  to  pass  your  hon.  house  to  pro- 
tect him  in  the  continuance  of  audi  con- 
duct. But  as  your  petitioner  perceives 
that  it  is  still  the  intention  of  some  of  the 
friends  of  this  measure  to  press  it  upon 
the  consideration  of  your  hon.  house  with- 
out any  inquiry  whatsoever,  he  begs 
therefore,  most  earnestly  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  your  hon.  house  to  aome  other 
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tmetB  which  bocoited  during  the  hite  elec- 
tion ;  which  were  not  only  in  direct  viola* 
tton  of  the  privileges  of  your  hon.  hoase, 
but,  if  persisted  in,  will  prove  the  total 
subversion  of  the  freedom  of  election. 
Your  petitioner  cannot  but  lament  that  an 
hon.  member,  the  mover  of  the  present 
bill  now  pending  in  your  hon.  house, 
ahould  have  only  answered  the  important 
facts  in  the  ftaid  petition  presented,  by 
vag^aad  groundless  charges  against  your 
petitioner^  totally  unconnected  with  the 
merits  of  the  present  bill.— Your  peti« 
tioner  feels  that  it  would  be  indecorous 
in  him  to  make  any  other  reply  to  these 
heavy  diarges^  than  to  implore  your  hon. 
house  to  permit  him  to  prove  at  your  bar, 
befbrt  a  coaaoiittee  thereof,  that  the  very 
reverse  ia  the  £iot. — Your  petitioner  most 
distinctly  states,  that  the  disgraceful  and 
cowardly  assaults  that  were  daily  com- 
mitted upon  the  person  of  sir  Murray  Max^- 
well,  were  ndtlier  sanctioned  by  your  pe* 
titioner,  or  any  of  his  friends ;  but,  that 
they  were  committed  by  a  gang  of  hired 
drunken  ruffians,  instigated  by  those  who 
were  acting  as  the  friends  of  an  hon.  ba- 
ronet, the  present  member  for  West- 
niinster;  which  infamous  and  cowardly 
assaults  could  never  have  been  put  ia 
force  or  repeated,  without  the  collusion 
of  the  said  high  bailiff,  and  the  eonnivanoe 
of  the  constables  under  his  control.*-* 
Your  petitioner  most  distinctly  disclaims 
any  intention  either  in  this,  or  his  former 
petition,  to  obtain  the  protection  of  your 
boo.  house  to  sts^  the  sharp  proceedipgs 
of  ihe  hi^h  bailin  and  his  solicitor  against 
your  petitioner  in  the  courts  of  law,  as 
he  is  fully  persuaded,  that  he  shall  have 
ample  justice  done  him  in  the  honourable 
court  to  which  those  proceedings  are  re- 
ferred. Your  petitioner  is  only  anxious 
that  yittr  hon.  house  should  mvestigtite 
the  conduct  of  the  said  high  bailiff,  be- 
fore you  pass  any  new  law  for  his  protec- 
tion ;  and  that  your  hon.  bouse  will  cause 
a  committee  to  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  very  large  amount  of  the  income 
of  the  dean  and  chapter,  which  your  pe- 
titioner believes  to  be  upwards  of  60,0(M){. 
a  year ;  and  who  are  bound,  as  your  pe- 
titioner humbly  submits,  to  indemnify  the 
bi^h  bailiff,  whose  servant  he  is,  for  the 
fiur  expenses  of  executing  the  king's  writ. 
*«Yeur  petitioner  also  submits  to  your 
hon.  hoQse  that  there  is  the  less  cause  to 
hasten  the  present  bill  through  your  hon. 
bouse,  to  protect  the  said  high  bailiff  froHi 
the  eoLpeases  of  Ihe  appreadiiDg  coniesty 
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as  Mr.  fimedley,  the  solicitor  and  leeii 
adviser  of  the  said  high  bailiff  has  oni<« 
dally '  informed  your  petitioner,  in  the 
presence  of  a  third  person,  that  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  the  said  high  bailiff  to  puS 
himself  to  any  expense  in  the  erection  of 
hustings ;  but  that  the  said  high  bailiff  it 
determined  to  execute  the  king's  writ,  in 
the  open  air,  and  that  the  poll  shall  be 
taken  in  eleven  watch-boxes.—- Your  pe- 
titioner therefore  most  humbly  prays  ttial 
your  hon.  house  will  not  pass  any  new 
bill  exclusively  for  the  protection  of  the 
said  high  bailiff  to  exonerate  him  and  his 
employers,  the  dean  and  chapter  of  West<« 
minster,  from  the  pigment  of  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  executing  the  king's 
writ;  and  your  petitioner  Implores  your 
hon.  house  to  permit  him  to  prove  all  and 
every  of  the  allegations  contained  in  thia 
and  his  former  petition  either  at  the  bar 
or  before  a  committee  of  yoor  hon.  house, 
all  and  every  of  which  allegations  your 
petitioner  is  ready  to  prove,  and  prays 
that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  doing* 
And,  &c.  Henry  Hvitt." 

Mr.  Bennet  denied  that  he  had  used 
any  lanjruage  which  could  be  termed  dis- 
respectful to  Mr.  Hunt.  No  word  had 
ever  dropped  from  him,  which  had  the 
slightest  allusion  to  the  conduct  of  that 
gentleman. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Wbstmtnster  Hustings  Bill— Pb- 
TtTfOK  OF  Electors  or  Westminster.} 
Sir  Francis  Bordett  presented  the  follow* 
ing  petition  against  this  bill : 

"  To  the  Commons  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in 
parliament  assembled:*— The  petition 
of  the  undersigned  electors  ot  West- 
minster,— 

«  Sheweth  ;  That  yoor  Petitioners  are 
induced  to  address  your  hon.  house  in 
consequence  of  a  bill  now  in  progress 
through  your  hon.  House,  to  continue  an 
act  passed  in  the  51st  year  of  bis  prescnf 
majesty,  fhtituled,    *  An  act  te  extend 

*  and  amend  an  aet  of  the  iMi  year  of 

*  his  late  majestv  Oeo.  fnd,  toisohing  the 

<  £leetion  of  KaSghts  of  the  Sbias  to  verve 

<  hi  Pterliameot  for  England,  fospecrinf 
« theExpeuse^efHttStingaandPeilCleika^ 

<  so  for  as  fegsirds  the  City  of  West- 

<  iiMMter,'— That  yoor  petkionera  are  fow 
in  nairiber  «nly«  beeaaae  time  has  net 
been  sHowed  to  call  an  open  poblic  aseeC* 
ing  effbe  ekdorti  but  yoor  petttmevi 
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have  KMiim  to  btlieire»  tluit  they  noir 


for  tttdmben  to  your  hon.  house.    That 


expreis  the  O|iinioii0  and  desirefl  of  the    as  he  t^  not  bound  to  incur  any  expense, 

great  body  of  the  Westminster  electors.    *~^  " "  -l--^-  -^  -• -^-i  --  l- 

— **Your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  state  to 
your  hon.  house,  that  the  act  of  the  5l8t 
of  the  king  was  passed  at  the  solicitation 
of  the  high  bailm  of  Westminster ;  and, 
in  consequence  of  the  recommendation  of 
a- committee  of  yoor  hon.  house,  reeom« 
mending,  that  on  account  of  want  of  time 
and  intonnation  requisite  to  form  the 
ground  of  a  more  permanent  legislative 
measure^  a  temporary  act,  for  two  years 
only,  should  be  pa8sedt-*Your  petitioners 
further  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  hon. 
house,  tlmt  this  act  was  continued  In  the 
58rd  of  the  king,  at  the  solicitation  of  the 
high  baiMffy  and  for  the  same  ressons; 
and  that  the  act  expired  on  the  Ist  day 
of  the  present  year. — ^Th&t  your  peti- 
tioners have  heard,  and  believe  it  to  be 
true,  that  the  office  of  high  bailiff  of 
Westminster  wds  formerfy  a  compulsory 
office,  imposed  for  a  single  year,  under 
a  penalty  for  refusal ;  but,  that  such  office 
is  now  purchased  from,  and  immediately 
held  under,  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Westminster;  and  your  petitioners  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  under  what  lan^ 
the  appointment  is  made,  nor  under  what 
law  or  aoihority  the  dean  and  chapter,  or 
an  officer  appointed  by  them,  are  required 
to  take  the  election  of  mem1>ers  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  city  and  liberty  of  West- 
minster.—-That  your  petitioners  have  heard 
and  believe  that  the  elections  were  for- 
merly made  in  the  Guildhall  of  the  said 
city,  at  the  expense  of  the  dean  and 
chapter,  who  exercise  the  civil  govern- 
ment of  the  city  and  Hberty.  But  your 
petitioners  have  not  bt^n  able  to  learn 
under  what  law  or  authority  the  dean  and 
chapter  are  invested  with  the  civil  power 
exercised  by  theiti.-^Your  petitioners 
farther  represent  to  your  lion,  house  that 
the  high  bailiff  having  purchased  his  office 
of  the  dean  and  chapter  for  a  sum  of 
money,  furnishes  no  ground  for  his  being 
paid  money  by  any  person  who  may  be- 
come a  candidate,  the  purchase  and  sale 
(even  if  legal)  being  an  affiiir  between  the 
parties  witti  which  candidates  for  a  seat 
m  your  hon.  house  have  no  concern.-^ 
Your  petitioners  submit  to  your  hon. 
bouse,  that  as  the  high  bailiff  may,*  at 
any  time,  resign  his  office,  he  is  not  bound 
to  incur  expenses  on  account  of  any  ser- 
vices tho«dean  and  chapter  may  require 
him  to  perform ;  and  that  be  is  not  com- 
pelled by  any  .law  to  take  the  elections 

(youxxxix.) 


he  does  not  choose  to  incur,  and  as  he 
is  not  bound  to  execute  the  king's  writ, 
your  petitioners  take  leave  to  suggest, 
that  he  is  not  a  person  in  whose  favour  a 
law  should  be  made  which  compels  can- 
didates to  pay  large  sums  of  money  some- 
what in  the  nature  of  a  fine  for  attempt-  * 
ing  to  serve  their  country  as  representa- 
tives of  the  people  in  your  hon.  house. — . 
Your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent 
to  your  hon.  house,  that  as  it  is  the  high 
bailiff  himself  who  solicits  tlfe  act  for  his' 
own  advantage,  to  the  injury  of  those  who 
may  become  candidates,  and  to  the 
hindrance  of  free  election,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  him  to  show  to  the  satisfaction  of 
your  hon.  house,  that  the  dean  and* 
chapter  of  Westminster  by  whom  he  is 
appointed,  are  not  compelled  by  law  to 
take  the  election  of  members  for  the  city 
and  liberty  of  Westminster;  and  your 
petitioners  trust,  that  your  hon.  hoose 
will  not  pass  an  act  at  the  instance  of  the 
said  high  bailiff,  which  may  compel  a  can- 
didate for  a  seat  in  your  hon.  nouse  to 
pay  a  sum  of  money,  which,  in  certain 
cases,  may  exceed  l,000/.^-Your  peti- 
tioners therefore  pray  that  your  hon.  house 
will  not  pass  the  bill  now  before  your 
hon.  house,  respecting  tlie  hustings  and 
poll  clerks  for  the  city  and  liberty  of 
Westminster ;  and  that  your  hon.  house, 
wiH  be  pleased  to  cause  due  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  powers,  duties,  and  emo- 
luments of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  West- 
nfrinster^  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  civil 
offices  held  by  them,  or  to  which  they 
appoint,  and  especially  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  citizens  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  city  and  liberty  of  West- 
minster." 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Papers  relating  to  the  Congress 
AT  Aix-la-Chapelle.]  Lord  Castle- 
reaghf  in  reference  to  the  Pnpcrs  relating' 
to  the  Congress  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  (see 
p.  168),  observed,  that  other  papers  yet 
remained,  which  he  sliould  be  able  to 
present  in'  a  few  days.  Those  documents 
were  of  a  most  important  nature.  He 
alluded  particularly  to  the  correspondence 
which  had  passed  on  the  subject  of  the 
slave-trade,  and  to  ceKain  documents 
which  contained  an  official  statement  of 
the  modifications  of  the  instalments  of  the 
contributions  to  be  paid  on  the  part  of 
France,  and  agreed  4]pon  between  the 
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aUied  powers  an4  the  French  goTeromenI 
With  respect  to  the  conventioa  which 
had  been  agreed  upon  for  the  evacuation 
of  the  French  territory,  and  the  other 
official  documents  concerning  our  foreign 
ri*Iations,  he  should  not  now  trouble  tne 
House  with   any  observations;   but  he 


•  ^ 

In. the  beat  ipaiiner«  for  such; a  lime,  waa 
an  evil  not  to  be  borne,  what  must  an  im* 
prisonment  for  such  a  length  of  time  have 
been,  conducted  as  it  was  in  our  prisons, 
where,  in  addition  to  all  the  other  hard- 
ships, the  ffrisoner  was  exposed  to  all  the 
contamination  of  these  abodes  of  vice  and 


expressed   his  readiness  to  answer  any  '  crime  ?    He  thought  such  an  evil  ought 


questions  whioh  any  member  might  Uiink 
proper  to  put.  He  would  take  that  op- 
portunity of  giving  ^  notice  of  some  im- 
portance relative  to  this  subject.  In 
April  1818,  a  convention  was  concluded 
with  the- French  government,  in  which 
the  claims  of  certain  private  individuals 
on  that  government  were  recognized. 
For  the  purpose  of  carrying  these  ar- 
rangements into  execution,  it  was  his  in- 
tention tfi'  propose  the  introduction  of  a 
bill,  and  he  would  name  Thursday  next 
for  that  purpose.  In  the  mean  lime,  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  looking  into  the  papers 
he  had  laid  upon  the  (able, .  and  perhaps 
some  questions  might  suggest  themselves, 
which  he  should  have  great  pleasure  in 
answering. 

NORWICH  Petition  tor  Two  Gaol 
Delivebies  in  the  Yeab.1  Mr.  W. 
StnUh  said,  he  held  in  his  hands  a  petition 
relating  to  a  subject  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, connected  with  4  motion,  of 
which  notice  had  been  given  by  an  hon. 
friend  of  his,  for  an  address  to  the  Prince 
Begent,  to  institute  some  measures  for 
the  better  administration  of  justice  in  the 
Northern  counties.  It  was  a.  petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  and 
city  of  Norwich,  containing,  among  other 
signatures,  the  names  of  the  persons  who 
served  on  the  grand  jury  at  the  last  as- 
sizes. The  petitioners  stated  one  ex- 
tremely strong  fact,  which,  he  thought, 
would  go  far  to  induce  the  House  to 
comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition, 
which  w^,  for  a  more  speedy  gaol  deli- 
very for  that  city  and  county.  In  addi- 
tion to  all  the  other  points,  they  stated, 
that  a  young  man  had  been  committed  to 
gaol  for  an  alleged  crime ;  that  when  the 
indictment  was  compared  with  the  depo- 
sitions of  the  witnesses  at  the  trial|  there 
was  such  a  disagreement  between  them, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  remand  him; 
that  this  occasioned  a  delay  of  more  than 
a  year  -before  he  could  ue  brought  to 
trial;  and  that,  after  remaining  in  prison 
nearly  two  years,  he  was  found  wholly 
innocent.    It  an  imprisonment|  conducted 


not  to  be  tolerated  in  a  country  like  this. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.    . 

■  •   . 

Bank  Restriction  Contijnuance-— 
Petitions  in  favour  0F.3  Mr.  StuaH 
WoriUy  presented  a  petition  from  certain 
merchants  of  Halifax,  praying  that  the 
Bank  Restriction  act  mieht  be  renewed^ 
He  was  ready  to  admit,  wat  some  bankers 
had  affixed  their  names  to  this  pethion, 
and  confessed  he  did  not  see  what  objenc- 
tion  could  be  made  to  it.  He  did  not 
know  how  far  a  ri^t  hon.  gentleman 
meant  to  carry  the  pnnciple  which  he  bad 
laid  down;  but  it  certamly.  appeared  to 
him,  on  a. question  of  this  nature,  involv- 
ing so  many  intricate  points,  and  embrac- 
ing so  many  delicate  topics,  that  bankers, 
who  were  so  much  concerned  in  money 
transactions,  were  most  capable  of  judg- 
ing, as  being  most  acquainted  with  tSa 
subject. 

Mr.  Canning  rose  to  present  a  petitioa 
to  the  House  upon  the  same  subject. 
The  petUion  was  signed  by  about  200 
most  respectable  and  intelligent  inhabi- 
tants of  Liverpool,  and  not  only  was  to 
the  same  purport,  but,  he  believed,  in  the 
very  words  of  the  last  petition.  It  was 
signed  by  individuals  entertaining  a  va- 
riety of  political  sentiments,  and  he  be- 
lieved about  half  the  bankers  in  Liverpool 
bad  affixed  their  names  to  the  petition. 
This  was  a  question  of  peculiar  interest 
to  the  county  of  Lancaster,  as  the  whole 
circulation  of  that  county  was  in  Bank  of 
England  notes;  and  in  this  respect  the 
observations  of  the  risht  hon.  gentleman 
could  not  apply.  There  was  one  pecu- 
liarity in  this  petition,  that  one  of  the 
gentfemea  who  bad  signed  it,  had  thought 
proper  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of  the 
motives  by  which  he  had  been  actuated 
in  affixing  his  name  to  it,  .He  (Mr. 
Canning}  bad  had  full  liberty  to  erase 
that  explanatiao,  if  lie  had  thought  pro- 
per ;  but  conceiving  that  it  was  not  incon* 
sistent  with  the  forms  t>f  the  House,  and 
that  the  petitioner  had  concurred  in  the 
general  prayer  of  the  petition,  h^  had  not 
struck  it  out.  ^his  gentleman  wss  a  man 
of  the  highest  respectahility,  and  of  soma 
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donaequenG*  f n  the  commer cml  world ;  h« 
wai  an  individual  for  whom  he  entertained 
(he  hiffhest  pergonal  respecti  but  with 
whom  ne  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  in 
poh'ttcs;  so  much  so,  that  at  the  last 
election  at  Liverpooli  this  gentleman  was 
chairman  of  the  election-committee  of  his 
antagonut.  On  this  account  it  was.  per- 
haps the  more  his  wish  to  do  him  justice 
on  the  present  occasion.  The  prayer  of 
the  petition  was  for  a  continuance  of  the 
Banl  Restriction  act;  but  it  recognized 
the  importance  of  the  Bank  of  England 
resuming  cash  payments,  allowing,  how- 
everi  that  the  present  was  not  the  fit 
Opportunity  for  that  purpose.  The  name 
or  the  gentleman  who  nad  entered  into 
this  ezmaoation  of  his  motives  was  Crop* 
per^  and  his  explanation  was  as  follows  :«- 
**  James  Cropper  wishes  that  pajrments  in 
tpecie  may  be  postponed,  but  does  not 
agree  in'  the  importance  or  advantage  of 
their  ever  beine  resumed.**  He  confessed 
that  he  muohdtfiered  from  Mr.  Cropper 
in  this  quali6catton  of  his  opinion ;  but 
he  was  extreroelv  anxious  that  it  should 
be  received  by  the  House,  unless  it  abso- 
lutely vitiated  the  petition. 

Mr.  Tiem^  was  happy  to  see  that  at 
least  there  was  one  individual  who  was 
not  ashamed  of  openly  dechiring  his  opi- 
nion. This  was-  the  most  honest  signa* 
ture  he  had  ever  seen  to  any  petition. 
The  signer  spoke  out  manfully,  and  de- 
clared what  his  real  sentiments  were ;  he 
disguised  nothing,  and  seemed  to  be 
afraid  of  nothing.  He  earnestly  wished 
that  this  noble  example  should  be  followed 
by  others. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

•    MoTIOlf  FOR  A   COMMITTEB  ON  THB 

State  op  the  CimcoLATiiiG  Mbdium, 

AWD    ON- THB    CONTINUANCB     OF  '  TRB 

Bank  Restriction.]  Mr.  2'iernei^ 
said,  he  rose  in  pursuance  of  the  notiee 
which  he  had  given,  to  propose  to  the 
House  a  resolution  for  the  appointment 
ef  a  committee  to  iiuaitute  an  hiouiry 
into  one  of  the  most  important  subjects 
which' could  possibly  engaiee  the  attention 
of  the  House.  The  motion  with  which 
be  should  co»clude  would  be  for  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  efects  produced 
on  the  exchanges  with  foreign  countries, 
and  the  state  of  the  circulating  medium, 
by  the  restriction  on  payments  in  cash  by 
the  Bank;  and  to  report  whether  any 
and  what  reasons  exist  for  continuing  the 
aamt  beyond  the>period  now  fixed  by  law 


ftr  its  termination.  It  would  be  reool- 
lecte^  that,  from  time  to  time  ministers 
had  promised  that  cash  payments  should 
be  resumed,  and  from  time  to  time  the 
hopes  of  the  country  had  been  disap- 
pointed by  Renewed  restrictiens  which 
had  now  continued  for  more  than  one  and 
twenty  years.  The  preamble  of  the  last 
bill  upon  this  subject  stated,  that  various 
unforeseen  circumstances  rendered  the 
continuance  of  the  restriction  necessary ; 
and  the  nation  had  been  within  a  few 
days  informed,  that  various  other  unfore- 
seen circumstances  made  it  expedient 
that  the  issue  of  specie  should  be  again 

K>stponed  until  the  %th  of  March,  1820. 
aving  already  spoken  of  the  importance 
of  the  question,  he  would  not  trouble  the 
House  with  another  word  upon  that 
point :  it  had  pressed  itself  forward  by  its 
own  weight  and  impetus,  and  was  now 
looked  to  with  anxiety  by  all  classes  of 
society :  petitions  had  been  laid  upon  the 
table  from  different  quarters,  and  it  seem- 
ed to  bid  fair  to  become  as  popular  as 
the  question  of  annual*  parliaments  and 
universal  suffrage ;  at  least  somo  of  those 
petitionsi  from  their  resemblance  to  each 
other,  seemed  to  indicate  not  only  a 
great  unanimity  of  sentiment,  but  an 
unanimity  of  expression,  as  if,  in  fact, 
they  had  been  obtained  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  those  were  last  year  for  annual 
parfiaments.  Unless  he  explained  the 
nature  of  his  motion,  many  gentlemen 
would  perhaps  wonder  why  he  came  for* 
ward,  seeing  that  there  was  one  point  of 
agreement  among  all,  namely,  the  neces* 
sity  of  inquiry :  it  was  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  show  what  in  truth  was  the  real 
diffierenoe  between  him  and  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer.  He  was  persuaded 
that  no  member  would  vote  for  the  pre- 
position of  the  other  side,  unless  U  could 
DO  shown  that  his  (  Mr.  Tierney's)  motion 
was  defective-^that  it  omitted  some  ne- 
cessary point,  or  left  untouched  matters 
into  which  inquiry  ought  to  be  made. 
He  did  not  believe  that  in  a  House  con- 
taining men  so  professedly  independent 
r Hear!]— he  meant  those  who  did  not  feel 
themselves  bound  to  vote  with  either  one 
aide  or  the  othei^— any  paltry  distinction 
would  be  taken  as  to  tne  quarter  from 
whence  the  motion  proceeded ;  the  deci- 
sion would  be  msde,  not  upon  the  merits 
of  any  particular  party,  but  upon  the  real 
merits  of  the  question. 

The  first  part  of  his  motion  had  been 
gather  dtdtanf^j  a  senseof  fairness  than 
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by  any  other  consideration,  ^e  did  not 
think  that  any  thin^  new  could  be  ad- 
duced to  altei;  the  opinions  he  had  already 
formed  on  the  subject  of  foreign  ex« 
clianges  and  a  circulating  noecjiium ;  and 
he  hoped  that  he  could  say  aa  niuch»  or 
nearly  as  much,  for  two  right  hon.  gen- 
tlemen opposite  /Messrs.  Canning  and 
Huskisson),  to  wnoro  the  country  was 
highly  indebted  for  thek  labours  upon 
this  subject.  For  hi^  own  part,  he  was 
ready  frankly  to  avow  now  what  he  had 
always  asserted,  that  the  principlea  laid 
down  by  the  bullion  committee,  of  which 
his  late  excellent  friend  Mr.  Horner,  had 
been  chairman,  constituted  his  creed,  and 
he  had  yet  seen  and  heard  nothing  to  lead 
him  to  forsake  it.  He  would- say  further, 
what  he  had  often  observed  in  conversa- 
tion, that  i(  W98  a  vatter  of  great  satia- 
iaclion  to  hiqa  to  find  how  rspid  a  pro- 
gress truth  had  been  making  from  day  to 
day  upon  this  subject.  Indeed,  the  ques- 
tion had  now  become  one  of  a  totally  dif- 
ferent nature :  it  was  no  longer  a  ques- 
tion of  exchanges,  on  the  transmission  of 
gold  from  one  country  to  another,  or  on 
the  dangers  to  which  the  Bank  might  be 
exposed :  the  only  real  point  for  decision 
was,  whether  the  old  circulation  ought  or 
ought  not  to  be  restored  within  those 
limits  to  which  legitimate  circulation  was 
formerly  confined  in  this  kingdooi. 
Abstruse  points  were  no  longer  in  dispute ; 
it  was  now  reduced  to  a  mere  practioal 
question,  whether  it  was  just  to  the  pub- 
lic, or  safe  to  the  state,  to  continue  the 
present  circulation  to  its  present  amount? 
Upon  this,  alarms  had  spread  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  another;  and  it 
bad  infected,  not  only  the  majority  of  the 
commercial,  but  had  touched  even  the 
landed  interest.  They  had  been  taught 
to  believe  that  the  very  existence  of  the 
empire  depended  upon  no  diminution 
being  made  in  the  present  amount  of  the 
circulating  medium  ;  that  if  paper  were 
rejected,  the  nation  was  ruined  and  un- 
done for  ever.  This  was  a  doctrine 
which  he  had  heard  without  surprise,  be- 
cause it  was  a  doctrine  which  had  been 
foretold,  not  only  by  himself,  but  by 
much  wiser  men :  the  House  had  been 
warned,  over  and  over  again,  not  to  pro- 
ceed in  such  a  destructive  system  :  it  had 
been  told,  that  if  the  rcBtriction  were  pro- 
longed, in  time  it  would  be  impossible, 
without  great  hazard,  to  return  to  the 
point  from  whence  it  had  started ;  and  it 
now  turned  out,  by  the  cunfcasbn  of  all«|^ 


that  the  habits  of  the  palieat  had  been 
so  vitiated  that  he  had  not  atreogth  to 
bear  the  only  remody  for  his  disorders 
This  alarm,  it  was  true,  had  not  started 
up  lately ;  but  it  could  not  have  reached 
its  present  height,  if  it  had  DOt  been  supr 
ported  by  persona  of  eonsidetttble  weight 
and  consequence  in  the  country.  He 
hoped  he  should  not  aay  any  Owg  thai 
could  be  considered  as  uncivil  to  any 
gentleman  in  the  House  or  out  of  it;  biit 
he  should  not  discharge  hia  duty  to  the 
country,  if  he  did  not  caU  tbinigs  by  their 
right  names,  and  distinctly  state  m  firm 
conviction,  that  tibere  existed  a  striBiaf 
money  party  in  tliis  kingdom,  whose  sole 
object  it  was  to  avail  themsolvea  of  their 
wealth  to  continuo  the  preseat  aystem^^ 
to  exasperate  public  feeliog«-aiid.vh<^M 
ultimate  object  it  was,  to  control  the  deli* 
berations  of  the  legislature,  and  the  aota 
of  the  Bank  itself.  This  party  was  com? 
posed  of  persons  of  different  descrip*» 
tion :  some  of  them  were  men  of  tbo 
largest  fortune  and  of  the  most  undoubted 
integrity^-roen,  whose  namea,  fsom  000 
end  of  Europe  to  the  other,  was  sjfdo* 
nymous  with  every  thing  that  was  honest 
and  upright,  and  who  kot  themselres  to 
this  object  most  conscientiously,  thinking 
that  they  were  doing  what  was  right* 
But  there  was  another  set  of  nea,  whoso 
feelings  were  of  a  very  di&rent  descrip- 
tion, who  might  be  considered  the  tail 
of  the  party.  Whether,  ia  the  end,  the 
tail  would  govern  the  head,  or  the  head 
the  tail,  was  a  question  which  time  musi 
decide.  It  was  against  this  tail,  that  his 
present  motion  was  directed.  He  <was 
that  night  declaring  war  with  the  whole 
bodv  of  gamblers,  speculators  in  the 
funds,  stock-jobbers,  and  all  thoae  who 
were  living  upon  the  losses  of  the  honest 
and  industrious  [Hear,  hear!].  Every 
word  he  should  utter  would  be  worimvood 
to  them,  and  would,  of  course,  be  liable 
to  misrepresentation.  They  would  as* 
sert,  that  he  was  only  actuated  by  party 
motives-^ that  he  had  not  the  good  of 
the  country  at  heart.  To  such  chargea 
he  should  make  no  defence,  but  that 
which  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life  afforded* 
If  that  did  not  protect  him,  he  knew  of 
nothing  that  would;  and  to  that  he  ap- 
pealed [cheers].  In  what  he  was  doing 
he  could  have  no  possible  view  but  the 
public  good :  he  had  taken  upon  himself 
a  duty  not  less  laborious  than  painfnl  1 
but  it  was  a  duty  which,  as  an  honest  man^ 
»he  was  boimd  to  pcrfcHnpfbr  his  amnitj^ 


817]      OKlhe  Stalt ^ tie  CinuUUiag Medium,  S^e.      Fx8.2   1819. 


t«I8 


The  mpedtMe  and  wealthy  iodi^duab 
he  had  juaft  referred  ta»  waretopported  by 
others,  their  opposites  in  almost  every  par* 
licular'-men  who  had  overtraded  them- 
•elves  — men  who,  without  capital  had 
embarked  in  speculations  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  money  from  any  body  that  had 
it— men,  who  were  up  to  any  job^  to  any 
artifice,  and  whose  ^reat  object  it  was  to 
keep  up  the  circulation  as  full  as  possible, 
that  they  might  fatten  and  flourish  upon 
that  fuhiesB,  and  whose  hour  of  extinc* 
tion  would  arrive  the  moment  the  circa- 
Jaitng  medium  was  brought  back  So  its 
legitimate  state  [Hear,  ^sarl].  Unfor- 
tunately, that  hour  had  been  ao  long 
postponed,  that  those  who,  a  £bw  years 
ago,  were  merely  contemptiUet  had  arowa 
bolder  as  they  acqoieed  wealdi,  and  con- 
fident as  they  procured  allies:  of  these 
he  spoke,  «dien  he  said  that  they  had 
spread  the  alarm  which  had  induced  those 
who,  a  few  years  ago,  would  hove  been 
ashamed  io  put  their  names  to  petitioas 
calling  for  a  continuance  of  tlia  restric- 
tion, to  come  forward,  and,  in  the  cha- 
racter of  English  merobantSi  demand  that 
England  should  not  enjoy  the  same  cir- 
culation which  was  possessed  by  every 
other  government  of  the  civilized  world. 
Still  they  could  scarcely  be  considered 
formidable,  if  they  did  act  direct  their 
operations,  and  with  too  omch  suceeta, 
against  a  cjjuarter  which  placed  him  (Mn 
Tiemey)  in  a  situation  of  greater  dtffi- 
eulty^  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
And  here  he  begged  leave  to  pbssrve, 
that  he  meant  nothing  personally  uncivil 
or  disrespectfiil  to  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man,  in  what  he  had  to  observe  upon  the 
course  he  had  pursued;  or  rather  into 
which  he  had  been  driven.  For  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  not  in  fact,  acted  vo* 
ludtarily,  bat  upon  compulsion :  he  had 
merely  been  an  instrument  with  which 
others  worked  their  ends,  while  his  own 
good  understanding  had  been  cowed  and 
subdued  into  subserviency  by  their  ma- 
chinations. His  whole  course  of  finance 
-—for  system  it  was  net  — had  rested 
wholly  and  soldy  upon  paper.  No  fi- 
nancial arrangements  deaervmg  the  name 
of  a  system,  had  been  adopted  since  the 
return  of  peace.  What  was  the  country 
to  think  of  a  finance  minister  who,  year 
af^er  year,  had  done  nothing  but  resort 
to  contrivances  to  glide  over,  from  ses* 
sion  to  session  without  inquiry  ?  The 
plans  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  were 
propped  by  paper,  and  by  paper  only. 


His  ayatem  had  been  constantly  to  hold 
o«t  the  expectation  that  things  would 
mend -^  that,  by<aod-by,  if  the  House 
would  but  wait  a  little,  it  would  find  that 
the  income  and  expendituru  of  the 
country  would  balance  each  other  ?  in 
the  mean  time,  the  nation  was  to  take  his 
word  for  the  promised  improvement,  and 
while  the  sinking  fund  was  cuttioff  ofi^  a 
certain  portion  of  debt  at  one  ebd,  by  ex- 
chequer bills,  he  was  adding  to  it  in  afi 
equal  propert  ion  at  the  other.  His  object 
seemed  to  be  to  i^ise  the  revenee,  and  a 
most  laudable  object  it  was;  but  had  he 
efiected  it  by  raising  old  dutiee  or  im- 
poskig  new  ?  Nothioff  like  it :  the  bend 
of  bis  view  and  the  beiriit  ofkiatrcaniph 
was  merely  the  multiplication  of  paper. 
In  1817,  tlie  country  was  begimiiog  t» 
escape  from  a  aituation  of  great  diitress : 
the  amount  of  paper  in  circtilation  had 
been  diminished  irom  various  causes,  and 
the  right  hon.  gentksaan,  in  the  month 
of  June,  had  come  down  to  parliament 
with  a  smile  of  triumph,  aoo  teld  the 
House  that  every  thing  was  now  restored 
to  the  very  condition  in  which  he  had 
long  hoped  to  sae  it :  that  it  would  be 
soon  found  that  the  revenue  was  increas- 
ine  $  that  stocks  were  rising,  pubKc  cow- 
fiuence  flourishing,  and  that  he  had  no 
doubt  in  a  very  short  time  that  he  should 
so  reduce  the  interest  of  money  os  to  be 
ableio  pay  off  the  5  per  cents,  the  4  per 
cents,  and  he  might  even  reach  the  B 
per  cents.  When  every  body  was  loob- 
mg  for  the  realization  of  these  gay  pro- 
mises, three  or  four  months  afterwards 
down  came  a  number  of  returns  from  the 
Bank  that  explained  the  whole  mystery: 
the  secret  of  the  triiHnph  of  the  chan*- 
cellar  of  the  exchequer  was  exposed  at 
once ;  for  it  appeared,  that  the  Bank  had 
been  increasing  its  issues>  that  country 
banks  %ad  been  following  its  example, 
and  that,  in  truth,  the  state  of  prosperity 
was  nothing  more  than  an  increased  paper 
currency.  Take  away,  then,  this  single 
prop  on  which  his  system  rested,  and  it 
must  fall ;  and  to  what  expedient  could 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  resort  ?  If  the 
object  only  was,  to  inoieese  the  issue  of 
one  kind  of  paper,  the  issue  of  soo- 
ther kind,  in  the  shape  of  exchequer 
bills,  would  of  course  call  it  forth.  The 
pressure  of  difficulties,  in  this  view,  gave 
him  fresh  consolation  :  he  had  nothing  to 
do  but  to  put  forth  his  excfaeqner-bHIs  in 
larger  quantities,  to  make  the  Bank  the 
holders  of  them,  and  larger  quantities  of 
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Bonk-not^t  would  of  cdurse  be  in  circUi- 
lation.  This,  course  had  now  been  pur- 
sued for  seveKal  years,  in  a  way  very 
pleasant  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
auer,  but  very  fatal  to  the  country.  If, 
tlien,  it  was  of  importance  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  and  his  friends  should  be 
brought  to  their  senses ;  if  it  ever  was  fit  to 
look  our  situation  in  the  face,  could  a  better 
time  be  chosen  than  a  period  of  profound 
peace  ?  Would  to  heaven  he  could  prevail 
upon  the  oppositeside  to  consent !  If,  after 
five,  or  at  least  four,  years  of  peace,  we 
were  still  blindlv  to  proceed  with  this 
paper  system  without  inquiry,  let  any 
gentleman  l^y  his  hand  upon  his  heart, 
and  consider  how  dreadful  would  be  the 
.cooaequences  to  the  nation,  if  a  war,  or 
even  an  armament,  were  to  intervene  ? 
What  resources  bad  we  but  paper ;  what 
means  of  supporting  ourselves,  out  by  one 
piece  of  paper  piled  upon  another  ?  The 
right  hon*  gentleman  would  ask,  no  doubt, 
'<  Where  is  the  inconvenience  ?  Do  you 
mean  to  regret  that  the  revenue  has  aug- 
piented ;  that  I  have  been  able  by  the 
issue  of  exchequer  bills  to  reduce  the 
rate  of  interest?"  He  (Mr.  Tierney) 
would  indeed  rejoice  if  be  could  persuade 
himself  that  this  boasted  low  rate  of  in- 
terest proceeded  from  a  sound  and  whole- 
some cause ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  owing  to  an  extravagant  emission  of 
paper,  it  was  mere  fallacy  and  delusion 
.toehold  out  hopes  that  never  could  be 
realized.  It  could  not  be  denied,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  injurious  to  a 
country  at  all  times,  but  specially  in 
time  of  peace,  than  great  fluctuations  in 
the  public  funds:  yet  there  was  a  set 
of  men,  intimately  connected  with  go- 
vernment, who  liked  nothing  better  than 
such  fluctuations.  That  variations  of 
public  credit  were  extremely  dangerous 
was  incontrovertible,  yet  how  ^d  the 
fact  stand  ?  In  the  beginning  of  1817, 
the  3  per  cents  were  at  63  or  64,  and  by 
the  mere  operation  of  paper  they  were 
raised,  in  the  course  of  only  eight  roontlu, 
10  84.  The  Bank  returns  proved  the 
truth  of  what  he  had  stated,  for  in  those 
eight  months  there  had  been  a  most  ex- 
travagant issue  of  notes*  and  yet  it  was 
at  that  time,  and  with  the  knowledge  of 
this  circumstance,  that  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  came  down  to  parliament 
and  boasted  tliat  he  should  immediately 
proceed  to  pay  off  the  5  per  cents.  Had 
It  been  done?  No:  and  he  would  tell 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  as  an 
hpnest  mat)  he  should  grieve  to  see  it  ac- 


complished, if  it  were  to  be  done  by  an 
increased  and  forced  circulation  of  paper* 
If  it  were  effected  by  the  honest  effects 
of  individual  credit,  the  case  would  be 
totally  different ;  but  to  force  stocks  to  a 
high  price  by  the  issue  of  notes,  and  then 
to  pay  off  the  5  per  cents,  would  be  no- 
thing less  than  deliberately  committing  a 
fraud  upon  the  holders.  He  said 
"  fraud,"  because  he  knew  of  no  other 
word  in  the  language  to  express  bis  mean* 
ing  [Hear,  hear !].  Let  tne  House  look 
at  the  situation  of  the  stock-holders :  on 
the  faith  of  government  they  had  em- 
barked their  money  in  the  5  per  cents, 
knowing  certainly  tbst  it  was  more  likely 
to  be  paid  off  than  any  other  stock;  but 
did  they  ever  dream  that  the  Bank  re- 
striction was  to  be  continued  (though  it 
would  otherwise  have  expired  six  moatha 
after  peace),  in  part  for  the  purpose,  he 
believed  in  his  conscience,  of  raislnff  the 
stockt  that  the  interest  of  the  hoTdera 
might  be  invaded?  First,  the  price  of 
all  commoditiee  and  necessaries  was 
raised  by  the  emission  of  paper-;  next 
it  was  applied  to  reduce  the  rate  of 
interest,  and  then  stepped  forward  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  and  tokl  the  holders 
of  the  5  per  cents,  **  You  knew  all  along 
.that  I  sliould  get  rid  of  this  stock— the 
rate  of  interest  is  now  reduced— -the 
country  is  in  a  state  of  the  most  glorious 
prosperity-— you  are  sufferers  only  because 
the  country  prosperS'->it  is  the  height  of 
ingratitude  in  you  to  complain,  and  i 
shall  pay  you  off  without  delay."  Surely 
these  were  matters  well  deserving  the 
most  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
House.  Had  not  the  period  now  arrhred 
when  parliament  ought  to  act  and  inquire 
for  itself?  Was  it  not  high  time  to  take 
some  steps  that  should  put  an  end  to  a 
system  which  secretly  destroyed  the 
foundations  of  national  prosperity?  He 
took  it  for  granted  that  things  could  not 
proceed  for  ever  in  this  direction.  True 
It  was,  that  one  individual  had  openly 
and  honestly  declared  that  be  wished  the 
Bank  reatiictioo  to  continue  for  ever:  but 
all  were  not  Croppers — at  least  all  did  not 
dare  honestly  to  avow  their  opinions  as 
he  had  done :  many  hoped  that  it  never 
would  expire,  but  they  had  not  dared  to 
say  so :  the  breed  of  Croppers  was  in-  * 
creasing,  probably  in  every  village ;  and 
perhaps  a  long  time  misht  not  elapse  be- 
fore, trusting  to  their  numbers,  they 
might  venture  to  follow  an  example  which 
as  yet  he  alone  had  set  them  [Heart 
hear!].  *  ... 
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He  had  olMenred  that  it  was  aot  his  ia- 
teotion  to  eo  into  what  might  be  called  the 
l«aroing  of  the  Bubject»  or  to  discius  any 
of  tbo  abfttriue  questiona  arisiog  out  of  ic. 
He  decliaed  doing  60>  partly  because  he 
should  be  followed  by  those  who  were 
iquch  better  informed  upon  them,  and  part* 
)y»  because  they  had  now  much  less  bear- 
ing upon  the  subject ;  the  point  in  dispute 
was  now  quite  of  a  different  nature.    To 
meet  these  difficulties,  and  to  endeavour 
to  overcome  them,  the  most  obvious  aUd 
most  rational  course  was  the  appointment 
of  a  committee ;  and  he  should  be  glad 
to  know  if  any  mode  of  reference  could  be 
more  distinct,  or  more  likely  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  gaining  every  species 
of  information,  than  that  which  he  was  at 
present  urging.    He  did  not  wish  to  en- 
quire merley  into  the  slate  of  the  Bank, 
but  into  the  e&cts  produced  by  the  ope- 
ration of  the  various  laws  passed  during 
the  last  one  and  twenty  years,  for  conti« 
nuing    the    restriction    upon    cash-pay- 
ments.   He  wished  to  hear  some  good 
reason  if  any  could  be  assigned,  why  pro« 
perty  in  this  kingdom  should  not  be  sub- 
ject to^  tbe   same  test  of  measurement 
which  is  applied  to  it  in  every  country 
under  heaven.      On    this   account   he 
was  desirous  that  the  committee  should 
roport  whether  any  and  what  objections 
exist  to  the  resumption  of  cash  payments 
at  the  period  now  fixed  by  law.    He  did 
not  mean  to  state  it  absolutely  and  pe- 
remptorily as  his  opinion  that  they  ought 
to  be  resumed  at  that  precise  day;  he 
should  not  be  speaking  sincerely  if  he  af- 
fected to  be  wise  enough  to  point  out  the 
exact  course  that  ought  to  be  pursued ; 
but  he  was  anxious  that  gentlemen  dis- 
posed to  uke.the  alann  should  pause  and 
inquire  before  they  yielded  quietly  to  the 

£  reposition  that  tho  nation  was  ruined  if 
;ank-notes  were  withdrawn.  Ministers 
talked  in  their  preambles  of  unforeseen 
circumstances ;  he  wanted  to  know  what 
those  circumstapces  were ;  it  was  precisely 
within  the  terms  of  his  motion  to  invesu- 
gate  what  reasons  at  present  existed  for 
not  returning^  to  the  ancient  and  whole- 
some circulation  of  the  country.  Upon 
this  subject  a  debate  would  not  satisfy 
him  c  it  might  be  very  well  for  gentlemen 
to  enter  into  arguments,  and  to  make  as- 
sertions in  the  warmth  of  debate,  and  it 
would  be  very  eas^  for  those  already 
alarmed  to  be  hurried  away  bv  new  ex- 
citements of  their  fears :  he  wished  to  see 
these  gentlemen'  and  their  friends  before 


a  committee,  and  subjected  to  an  exami« 
nation  from  all  quarters ;  then  it  would  be 
seen  what  they  would  hazard  in  their  cool 
moments  of  reflexion,  and  whether  their 
doubts  and  apprehensions  were  not  capa- 
ble of  removal  by  a  very  few  plain  inter- 
rogatories.   It  was  the  simplest  thing  in 
the  world  for  a  member  to  get  up  in  bis 
place,  and  state,  that  he  was  satisfied  thai 
this  was  not  the  time ;  but  it  might  give 
him  some  difficulty  if,  before  a  committee, 
he  were  called  upon  to  state  the  grounds 
of  his  opinion.    It  would  be  well  to  ascer- 
tain on  what  foundation  the  opinions  of  the 
numerous  petitioners  restea ;  for  hitherto 
only  one  point  had  been   stated   froln 
authority,  and  that  was,  the  extent  of  the 
foreign  loans.    It  would  be  as  well,-  per- 
haps to  inquire  a  little  what  they  were. 
In  tbe  last  year  they  amounted  in  English 
money  to  nineteen  millions,  and  the  fint 
proposition  was,  that  they  were  to  be  paid 
in  the  course  of  nine  months.    The  noble 
lord,  however,  and  his  imperial  colleagues 
at  Aix-la-^Chapelle,  had  thought  fit  to  alter 
both  the^period  and  the  amount ;  the  first 
was  changed  to  eighteen  months,  and  the 
last  to  twelve  millions :  so  that  the  sum 
was  reduced  and  the  time  extended ;  and 
yet  those  unforeseen   circumstances  by 
which    the   pressure   was  so   materially 
lightened,   were  urged  as  a  reason  for 
continuing   the  restriction.    Indeed,    he 
was  not  at  all  sure,  whether  tbe  time  had 
not   been    extended    to    twenty   seven 
months     [A  member  who  sat  near  Mr. 
Tierney  said,  that  it  had   been  so  ex- 
tended].   If  ihat  was  the  case,  his  argu- 
ment was  the  stronger;  but  whether  it 
was  or  was  not,  it  was  strong  enough  to 
show  that  it  could  afford  no  ground  for 
afain    postponing    payments    in    cash. 
What  was  the  extent  of  the  danger  i    It 
was  not  pretended  that  the  whole  either 
of  the  nineteen  millions,  or  of  the  twelve 
millions  would  be  taken  from  this  country 
It  was  extravagant  to  suppose  that  half 
would  be  drawn  from  Great  Britain ;  but 
taking  it  at  a  half,  and  admitting  that  eigh- 
teen months  was  the  time  allowed,  the 
drain  would  be  not  more  than  SSO,00(tf. 
per  month.    Would  any  man  pretend  to 
say,  that  England  could  hold  up  her  head 
among  the  nations  of  the  world,  if  she 
were  unable  to  preserve  her  faith,  because 
some  individuals  had  engaged  in  a  loan 
which  was  to  take  from  her  at  the  rate  of 
SSO,000/.  per  month  for  eighteen  succes- 
sive months  ?    [Hear,  hear !]    It  seemed 
extraoylinary  that  the  objectipn  should 
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come  from  miniBtera;  they  had  not 
entered  into  the  speculation :  it  was  the 
project  of  private  merchants ;  and  be  did 
not  imagine,  that  at  the  time  the  loan 
waa  coDiracted  ministers  contemplated 
the  continuance  of  the  Bank  restriction 
as  the  consequence  of  it.  Here  again, 
then,  the  operations  of  the  tail  of  the 
party  were  visible;  it  was  they  and  they 
only,  who  had  made  this  suggestion,  for 
their  own  private  emolument ;  the  French 
loan  was  used  merely  as  a  peg  on  which 
to  hang  the  hopes  of  one  set  of  men  and 
the  mv9  of  another.  The  moment  it 
was  discovered  ministers  were  assailed, 
they  instantly  took  fright,  and  spread 
tlie  wikl  aiarm  to  the  most  distant  corners 
of  the  empire ;  an  alarm,  too,  of  a  most 
extraordinary  nature— an  alarm  at  the 
sight  of  gold— a  singular  horror  at  viewing 
once  more  the  precious  metals  [cheers]. 
It  was  not  to  be  denied  tliat  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  excheqnet  and  lord  Liverpool 
had  had  some  most  mysterious  conferences 
with  gentlemen  quite  as  mysterious  in 
their  proceedings.  When  stocks  were  at 
84*,  it  was  asserted  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  and  the  earl  of  Liverpool  (but 
most  certainly  the  latter)  were  impressed 
with  the  notion  that  the  good  of  the 
country  did  require  a  return  to  a  metallic 
currency ;  even  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
seemed  to  concur  in  that  opinion.  At  all 
events,  whether  by  compulsion  or  other- 
wise, they  held  it  out  to  the  world ;— and 
what  came  next?  In  order  to  enable 
the  Bank  to  do  so,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman gave  notice,  that  he  would  pay 
off  a  certain  amount  of  exchequer  bills: 
the  Bank  reduced  its  issues,  and  stocks 
began  to  fall  in  proportion.  No  sooner 
had  this  been  done,  than  one  of  those 
mysterious  deputations  waited  upon  the 
earl  of  Liverpool  and  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  and  they  were  told  that 
the  city  was  absolutely  starving  for  want 
of  money,  and  that  rum  must  ensue.  Still 
ministers  seemed  desirous  of  carrying 
their  point;  but  from  day  to  day  they 
were  besieged  by  deputations  with  most 
dismal  accounts;  and  at  last  a  promise 
was  Extorted  from  their  fears,  tnat  the 
Bank  restriction  should  be  continued  for 
another  year  [cheers].  The  particulars 
of  these  negotiations  could  only  be  ob- 
tained in  a  committee,  for  this  purpose, 
among  others,  he  wished  to  see  it  ap- 
pointed. The  result  was,  that  the  stocks 
again  rose,  and  the  object  of  the  specuUip 
tors  and  deputies  was  for  a  time  accom* 


plished.    He  begged  the  bouse  to  look 
only  at  the  enormous  fluctuation  in  time 
of  peace.   ,  First,  there  was  a  rise  of  20 
per  cent,  then  a  decline  of  10  per  cent, 
and  af^rwards  another  advance  of  5  or  6 
per  cent.    Who  were  the  gainers  by  these 
fluctuations? — The   designing  and  artful 
speculators.  Who  were  the  losers?— those 
who  foolishly  relied  upon  the  assurances 
of  government,  and  who  imagined  that  par- 
liament meant  to  do  what  its  faith  was 
pledged  to  perform  ?  [hear!]  In  his  original 
motion  be  had  used  the  words  <<  public 
credit ;''  and  did  any  man  suppose,  after 
what  had  been  said,  that  they  were  not  the 
proper  terms  to  be  employed  ?    Undoubt- 
edly, although  he  had  relinquished  them, 
they  were  the  only  words  that  expressed 
the  real  object  of  his  motion.     He  did  not 
scruple  to  assert,  that  nothing  deserving 
the  name  of  public  credit  at  present  ex- 
isted in  the  country.    By  the  system  at 
present  pursued,  the  unwary  were  made  ' 
the  dopes  of  the  wary,  and  while  robberries 
to  an  enormous  extent  were  committed  by 
low  cunnhig  and  despicable  artlBce,  the 
innocent  and  confiding  were  compelled  to 
suffer  without  redress !  The  former  gained 
the  private  ear  of  the  mi^ieter,  and  having 
once  obtained  a  clue,  they  were  enabled 
to  play  a  game  to  the  utmost  advantage, 
ana  with  a  rapacity  only  limited  by  a  lack 
of  skill  in  employing  the  means  they  pos- 
sessed.   The  investigation  he  (Mr.  I'ier- 
ney)  desired,  involved  almost  every  thing 
that  rendered  life  valuable,  and  it  might 
be  asked  why  he  troubled   the  house, 
when  all  were  agreed  upon  the  propriety 
of  the  inouiry  ?     His  answer  was  tbis-» 
Because  tne  chancellor  of  the  excheaoer 
objected  to  the  mode  in  which  he  wislicd 
that  inquiry  to  be  conducted.    The  rfght 
hon.  gentleman  was  about  to  call  upon 
the  House  in  the  strongest  manner  with 
more  force  than  Mr.  Pitt  possessed  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  power,  to  come  to  a  vote 
merely  upon  confidence.    He  would  state  . 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  inquiry  ^  but 
his  objection  was  to  that  quarter  from 
whence  the  motion  for   inquiry  was  to 
proceed.    It  would  not  be  fit  that  an  op- 
position membershould  make  the  motion, 
but  his  proposition  ought  to  be  removed, 
to  make  way  for  one  to  be  supported  by 
the  ministry.    He  ^Mr.  Tiemey  )  was  not 
wedded  to  his  motion,  he  had  agreed  to 
give   the    chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
precedence,  and  triumph  if  he  desireo  it, 
a  week  ago :  ho  had  ofered  any  thing  to 
aecommtSlate  bimi  even-to  change  placet ' 
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did  not  think  they  htfd  adopted  all  the 
precautions  in  regulating  their  issues 
which  the  public  interests  required.    If 


if  he  thought  fit  [a  laugh]  ;  of  course  he 
could  only  be  understood  as  wishing  to 
diaoge  places  for  thq  occasion :  he  was 
BOt  a  place-hunter;  or  if  he  were,  his 
thirst  must  be  greedy  indeed,  if  he  could 
wish  to  be  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  at 
the  present  moment,  when  no  man  with 
the  right  use  of  his  wits,  but  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  would  be  anxious  to  fill 
so  arduous  and  so  painful  an  office^an 
office,  where  the  occupant  seemed  to  be 
allowed  no  will  of  his  own;  where  he  was 
first  assailed  by  one  party,  then  by  ano« 
ther»  and  at  last  compelled  to  submit  to 
an  inquiry,  for  which,  until  within  the  last 
few  days,  he  seemed  to  have  no  relish,  and 
could  perceive  no  necessity.  On  the 
first  day  or  two  of  the  session  the  rieht 
hon.  gentleman  distinctly  declared  that 
the  restriction  was  to  be  continued  as 
usual ;  and  he  never  dreamt  of  any  preli- 
minary investigation,  until,  as  he  told  the 
house  very  frankly  and  harmlessly  on 
Monday  last,  one  Friday  morning  some 
of  the  Bank'  Directors  called  upon  him 
and  told  him  that  it  would  be  better 
if  an  inquiry  were  instituted.  No  doubt, 
the  proposal  struck  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
with  some  astonishment;  the  suggestion 
that  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  ofier  at  least 
the  shadow  of  a  reason  for  a  renewal  of 
the  restriction,  very  likely  appeared  to 
him  an  unprecedented  novelty;  but  he 
had  choice  but  to  consent,  and  accord- 
ingly, in  obedience  to  the  orders  he  had 
received,  he  came  down  to  the  house,  and 
surprised  every  body,  by  promising  to 
move  for  a  committee.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, had  not  the  house  reason  to 
suspect  the  quarter  from  whence  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  received  his 
instructions  ?  Was  it  not  warranted  in 
demanding  an  open  investigation,  in  sus- 
pecting trick  and  contrivance,  and  the 
movement  of  wires  by  some  one  behind 
the  curtain  ?  This  ready  concurrence  in 
inquiry  proved  clearly  that  there  was 
some  device,  some  purpose  to  be  answer- 
ed ;  for  in  truth  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
himself  had  no  more  stomach  for  it  than 
he  had  for  Quitting  his  place.  It  certainly 
appeared,  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
mode  of  proceeding,  that  the  Bank  Di- 
rectors were  a  party  to  it,  and  that  if  they 
had  had  to  draw  the  reference  which  was 
to  be  made  to  the  committee,  they  could 
not  have  framed  it  more  advantageously. 
For  his  own  part,  he  entertained  not  the 
slightest  doubt  of  the  solidity  of  the  credit 
and  resources  of  the  Bank,  although  he 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


the  right  hon.  gentleman  should  induce 
the  house  to  go  into  a  committee  of  se- 
crecy, they  would  probably  make  out  an 
excellent  prima  Jade  case,  as  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  they  were 
placed.  Butthenfollowedthatotherbranch 
of  the  proposed  inquiry  which  was  im- 
plied in  the  latter  words  of  the  right  hon* 
gentleman's  motion— he  meant  the  words» 
*<  and  such  other  matters  as  are  connected 
therewith.''  Upon  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  was,  he  must  frankly,  state,  more 
afraid  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  than  of 
any  other  person,  believing,  as  he  did  most 
firmly,  that  his  only  object  was,  to  get  the 
restnction  continued.  In  the  last  parlia- 
ment, some  measure  was  in  contemplation 
relative  to  the  country  bankers,  if  that 
design,  as  he  had  learned,  was  not  relin- 
quished, was  that  one  of  the  questions  to 
be  referred  to  the  committee?  The 
loans  formed  another  topic  of  inquiry,  and 
perhaps  4t  was  intended  to  submit  that 
subject  also  to  its  consideration.  If  these 
matters  required  to  be  investigated  in  a 
committee,  he  had  no  objection  to  engrail 
the  words  he  had  quoted  in  his  own  mo- 
tion. All  he  desired  was,  that  the  refer- 
ence to  be  made  should  include  a  broad 
and  general  inquiry,  and  not  be  limited 
to  a  mere  exammation  of  details  or  tem- 
porary circumstances.  If  he  were  even  al- 
lowed to  retain  the  latter  words  of  his  own 
motion,  he  should  be  satisfied;  but  if 
there  were  to  be  only  a  vague  and  loose 
reference  to  a  committee,  nominated  in 
point  of  fact,  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
himself,  he  would  venture  to  predict,  that 
the  only  result  would  be,  that  an  immense 
mass  of  matter  would  be  brought  forward 
without  enabling  any  individual  to  form  a 
definite  opinion  respecting  it.  Perhaps, 
indeed,  the  real  effect  would  be  to  make 
March  1821,  appear  a  more  convenient 
period  for  resuming  cash  payments,  than 
March  1820.  There  might  be  gentlemen 
who  were  extremely  disposed  to  be  of 
Mr.  Cropper's  opinion,  and  who  might 
possibly  nave  some  weight  with  the  com- 
mittee. 

If  the  House  would  stand  by  him  on 
this  occasion,  he  would  pledge  himself 
that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  In  decid- 
ing upon  the  most  expedient  line  of  policy. 
There  were  many  new  members  in  the 
present  parliament,  who  did  not  know  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  so  well  as 

(Q) 
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come    from    minialers;    they    had   not 
entered  into  the  speculation :  it  was  the 
project  of  prirate  inerchants ;  and  be  did 
not  imagine,  that  at  the  time  the  loan 
was   coDtracted  ministers    contemplated 
the  continuance  of  the  Bank  restriction 
as  the  consequence  of  it.    Here  again, 
tbeo,   the  operations  of  the  tail  of  the 
party  were  visible ;  it  was  they  and  they 
only,  who  had  made  this  suggestion,  for 
their  own  private  emolument ;  the  French 
loan  waa  used  merely  as  a  peg  on  which 
to  hang  the  hopes  of  one  set  of  men  and 
the    leara  of  another.      The  moment  it 
was  discovered   ministers  were  assailed, 
they   instaotty   took  fright,   and  spread 
the  wikl  aiarm  to  the  most  distant  comers 
of  the  empire;  an  alarm,  too,  of  a  most 
extraordinary  nature— an   aiarm  afi  the 
sight  of  gold— a  singular  horror  at  viewing 
once  more  the  precious  metals  [cheers]. 
It  was  not  to  be  denied  that  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  excheqoev  and  lord  Liverpool 
had  had  some  most  mysterious  conferences 
with  gentlemen   quite  as  mysterious  in 
their  proceedings.    When  stocks  were  at 
84,  it  was  asserted  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  and  the  carl  of  Liverpool  (but 
moat  certainly  the  latter)  were  impressed 
with  the  notion   that  the  good   of  the 
country  did  require  a  return  to  a  metallic 
currency ;  even  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
seemed  to  concur  in  that  opinion*    At  all 
events,  whether  by  compulsion  or  other- 
wise, they  held  it  out  to  the  world ; — and 
what  came  next?    In  order  to  enable 
the  Bank  to  do  so,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman gave  notice,  that  he  would  pay 
off  a  certain  amount  of  exchequer  bills : 
the  Bank  redoced  its  iasues,  and  stocks 
began,  to  fall  in  proportion.    No  sooner 
had  this  been  done,  than  one  of  those 
mysterious  deputations  waited  upon  the 
earl  of  Liverpool  and  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  and  they  were  told  that 
the  city  waa  absolotelj|r  starving  for  want 
of  money,  and  that  rum  must  ensue.    Still 
ministers  seemed    desirous  of   carrying 
their  point;  but  from  day  to  day  they 
were  besieged  by  deputations  with  most 
dismal  accounts;  and  at  last  a  promise 
was  Extorted  from  their  fears,  that  the 
Bank  reatrictton  should  be  continued  for 
another  year  [cheers].    The  particulars 
of  these  negotiations  could  only  be  ob- 
tained in  a  committee,  for  this  purpose, 
among  othersi  he  wished  to  see  it  ap- 
pointed.   The  result  was,  that  the  stocxs 
again  rose,  and  the  object  of  the  specula- 
tors and  deputies  was  for  a  time  accom* 


plished.    He  begged  the  bouse  to  look 
only  at  the  enormous  fluctuation  in  time 
of  peace.   .  First,  there  was  a  rise  o£  20 
per  cent,  then  a  decline  of  10  per  cent, 
and  afterwards  another  advance  of  5  or  6 
per  cent.    Who  were  the  gainers  by  these 
fluctuations? — The   designing  and  artful 
speculators.  Who  were  the  losers  ?— those 
who  foolishly  relied  upon  the  assurances 
of  government,  and  who  imagined  that  par- 
liament meant  to  do  what  its  ftiiih  was 
pledged  to  perform  ?  [hear!]  In  his  original 
motion  be  bad  used  the  words  <<  public 
credit  ;**  and  did  any  man  suppose,  after 
what  bad  been  said,  ibat  they  were  not  the 
proper  terms  to  be  employed  ?    Undoubt* 
edly,  although  he  had  relinquished  them, 
they  were  the  only  words  that  expressed 
the  real  object  of  his  motion.     He  did  not 
scrupio  to  assert,  that  nothing  deserving 
the  name  of  public  credit  at  present  ex- 
isted in  the  country.    By  the  system  at 
present  pursued,  the  unwary  were  nnade 
the  dopes  of  the  wary,  and  while  robberries 
to  an  enormous  extent  were  committed  by 
low  cunnhig  and  despicable  artiBce,  the 
innocent  and  confiding  were  compelled  to 
suffer  without  redress !  The  former  gained 
the  private  ear  of  the  mitiieter,  and  having 
once  obtained  a  clue,  they  were  enabled 
to  play  a  game  to  the  utmost  advantage, 
and  with  a  rapacity  only  limited  by  a  lack 
of  skill  in  employing  the  means  they  pos- 
sessed.   The  investigation  he  (Mr.  l*ier- 
ney)  desired,  iitvolved  almost  every  thing 
that  rendered  life  valuable,  and  it  might 
be  asked  why  he  troubled   the  house, 
when  all  were  agreed  upon  the  propriety 
of  the  inquiry  ?    His  answer  was  this— 
Because  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
objected  to  the  mode  in  which  he  wisncd 
that  inquiry  to  be  conducted.    The  rrght 
hon.  gentleman  waa  about  to  call  upon 
the  House  in  the  atrongest  manner  with 
more  force  than  Mr.  Pitt  possessed  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  power,  to  come  to  a  vote 
merely  upon  confidence.    He  would  state  . 
that  he  bad  no  objection  to  inquiry  %  but 
his  objection  waa  to  that  quarter  from 
whence  the  motion  for  inquiry  was  to 
proceed.    It  would  not  be  fit  that  an  op- 
position member  should  make  the  motion, 
but  his  proposition  ought  to  be  removed, 
to  naake  way  for  one  to  be  supported  by 
the  ministry.    He  (Mr.  Tiemey )  was  not 
wedded  to  his  motion,  he  had  agreed  to 
give   the    chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
precedence,  and  triumph  if  he  desired  it, 
a  week  ago :  ho  had  ofiisred  any  thing  to 
aecommodate  hini|  even- to  change  places  * 
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did  not  think  they  hdd  adopted  all  the 
precautions  in  regulating  their  issuea 
which  the  public  interests  required.  If 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  should  induce 
the  house  to  go  into  a  committee  of  se- 
crecy, they  would  probably  make  out  an 
excellent  prima  Jade  case,  as  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  they  were 
placed.  But  thenfollowed  that  other  branch 
of  the  proposed  inquiry  which  was  im- 
plied in  the  latter  words  of  the  right  hon« 
gentleman's  motion— he  meant  the  words* 
"  and  such  other  matters  as  are  connected 
therewith/'  Upon  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  was,  he  must  frankly  state,  more 
afraid  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  than  of 
any  other  person,  believing,  as  he  did  most 
firmly,  that  his  only  object  was,  to  get  the 
restnction  continued.  In  the  last  parlia- 
ment, some  measure  was  in  contemplation 
relative  to  the  country  bankers.  If  that 
design,  as  he  had  learned,  was  not  relin* 
quished,  was  that  one  of  the  questions  to 
be  referred  to  the  committee?  The 
loans  formed  another  topic  of  inquiryi  and 
perhaps  4t  was  intended  to  submit  that 
subject  also  to  its  consideration.  If  these 
matters  required  to  be  investigated  in  a 
committee,  he  had  no  objection  to  engraft 
the  words  he  had  quoted  in  his  own  mo« 
tion.  All  he  desired  was,  that  the  refer- 
ence  to  be  made  should  include  a  broad 
and  general  inquiry,  and  not  be  limited 
to  a  mere  exammation  of  details  or  tem- 
porary circumstances.  If  he  were  even  al- 
lowed to  retain  the  latter  words  of  his  own 
motion,  he  should  be  satisfied;  but  if 
there  were  to  be  only  a  vague  and  loose 
reference  to  a  committee,  nominated  in 
point  offset,  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
himself,  he  would  venture  to  predicti  that 
the  only  result  would  be,  that  an  immense 
mass  of  matter  would  be  brought  forward 
without  enabling  any  individual  to  form  a 
definite  opinion  respecting  it.    Perhaps* 


if  he  thought  fit  [a  laugh]  ;  of  course  he 
could  only  be  understood  as  wishing  to 
diange  places  for  thq  occasion :  he  was 
not  a  place-hunter;  or  if  he  were,  his 
thirst  must  be  greedy  indeed,  if  he  could 
wish  to  be  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  at 
the  present  moment,  when  no  man  with 
the  right  use  of  his  wits,  but  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  would  be  anxious  to  fill 
so  arduous  and  so  painful  an  office— an 
office,  where  the  occupant  seemed  to  be 
allowed  no  will  of  his  own;  where  he  was 
first  assailed  by  one  party*  then  by  ano- 
ther* and  at  last  compelled  to  submit  to 
an  inquiry,  for  which,  until  within  the  last 
few  days,  he  seemed  to  have  no  relish,  and 
could  perceive  no  necessity.  On  the 
first  day  or  two  of  the  session  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  distinctly  declared  that 
the  restriction  was  to  be  contmued  as 
usual ;  and  he  never  dreamt  of  any  preli- 
minary investigation,  until,  as  he  told  the 
house  very  frankly  and  harmlessly  on 
Monday  last,  one  Friday  morning  some 
of  the  Bank  Directors  called  upon  him 
and  told  him  that  it  would  be  better 
if  an  inquiry  were  instituted.  No  doubt, 
the  proposal  struck  theright  hon.  gentleman 
with  some  astonishment;  the  suggestion 
that  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  ofier  at  least 
the  shadow  of  a  reason  for  a  renewal  of 
the  restriction,  very  likely  appeared  to 
him  an  unprecedented  novelty;  but  he 
had  choice  but  to  consent,  and  accord- 
nigly*  i°  obedience  to  the  orders  he  had 
received,  he  came  down  to  the  house,  and 
surprised  every  body,  by  promising  to 
move  for  a  committee.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, had  not  the  house  reason  to 
suspect  the  quarter  from  whence  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  received  his 
instructions?  Was  it  not  warranted  in 
demanding  an  open  investigation,  in  sus- 
pecting trick  and  contrivance,  and  the 
movement  of  wires  by  some  one  behind 


the  curtain  ?    This  ready  concurrence  in  |  indeed,  the  real  eifect  would  be  to  make 


inquiry  proved  clearly  that  there  was 
some  device,  some  purpose  to  be  answer- 
ed ;  for  in  truth  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
himself  had  no  more  stomach  for  it  than 
he  had  for  quitting  his  place.  It  certainly 
appeared,  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
mode  of  proceeding,  that  the  Bank  Di- 
rectors were  a  party  to  it,  and  that  if  they 
had  had  to  draw  the  reference  which  was 
to  be  made  to  the  committee,  they  could 
not  have  framed  it  more  advantageously. 
For  his  own  part,  be  entertained  not  the 
sli^test  doubt  of  the  solidity  of  the  credit 
and  resources  of  the  Bank,  although  he 
(  VOL.  XXXIX. } 


March  1821,  appear  a  more  convenient 

Seriod  for  resuming  cash  payments,  than 
farch  1820.  There  might  be  gentlemen 
who  were  extremely  disposed  to  be  of 
Mr.  Cropper's  opinion,  and  who  might 
possibly  nave,  some  weight  with  the  com- 
mittee. 

If  the  House  would  stand  by  him  on 
this  occasion,  he  would  pledge  himself 
that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  decid- 
ing upon  the  most  expedient  line  of  policy. 
There  were  many  new  members  in  the 
present  parliament,  who  did  not  know  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  so  well  as 

(Q) 
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the  old  ones  did.    He  could  assure  tli^iiii 
that   if  he   should   fortunately,    as  he 
thought  for  the  country,  succeed  in  car- 
rying his  present  motion,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  not  lose  his  place,  but 
would,  with  thq  best  grace  in  tne  world, 
immediately  adopt  the  motion  as  his  own. 
The  late  parliament  had  had  abundant 
experience  of  him  and  his  colleagues  in 
this  way ;  and  he  did  not  believe  that  the 
duke  of  Wellington  himself,  with  all  his 
military  talents,  was  half  so  skilful  in  the 
science  of  retreat  as  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman [a  laugh]  •    What  a  triumph  had 
not  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grenfell)  ob- 
tained on  the  preceding  night !-— he  who 
had  so  long  pressed  the  importance  and 
necessity  of  securing  to  the  public  a  larger 
share  or  advttitage  from  the  balances  of 
public  money  of  which  the  Bank  had  the 
deposil,  and  who  had  been  looked  on  as 
obstmale  and  wrong,  in  repeatedly  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  subject. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  at  length 
come  down  with  a  discovery,   that   bis- 
hon.  ^iend  was  right,  professing  his  in- 
tention to  act  upon  the  principles  which 
he  had  recommended,  and  then  taking 
credit  to  himself,  as  if  the  suggestion  had 
been  originally  his  own.    In   short,    as 
soon  as  he  perceived  that  a  horse  was 
near  the  winning-post,  he  forced  the  rider 
to  dismount,  leaped  himself  on  its  back, 
and  then  exclaimed,  **  See,  what  a  jockey 
1  am!"  [a  laugh].    Thus  it  was  when 
the  House  refused  to  continue  the  in- 
come-tax,   the    right    hon.    gentleman 
boasted  of  haying  relieved  the  country 
from  14,000,000^.  of  taxation.    So  also, 
when  an  abolition  of  certain  sinecures  was 
deemed  a  just  and  necessary  measure,  his 
majesty's  ministers  lent  their  assistance 
to  carry  it  into  effect,  although  they  had 
before  represented  it  as  little  better  than 
tearing  the  crown  from  the  king's-head. 
This  would  be  uniformly  the  case  when 
that  House  ^ould  re-echo  the  voice  of 
the  country,  let  the  question  be  what  it 
might  on  which  that  voice  and  judgment 
should  be  exercised.    On  these  occasicms 
the  good  would  be  done,  and  the  minis- 
ters still  keep  their  places.    Ho    made 
this  observation,  because  there  might  be 
some  hon,  members  in  the  House  for  the 
first  time,  who,  iVom  the  abstract  idea 
which  they  had' formed  in  the  country  of 
a  minister,  might  imagine  that  firmness 
was  one  of  the  Qualities  essentia  to  his 
character;  and  toere  had  been  a  period 
undoubtedly,  wjieni  if  a  minister  could 


no.  i^ide  by  one  set  of  prlnctplet,  be 
would  no  longer  remain  in  power.  He  did 
conceive,  that  it  would  be  extremely  hard 
upon  him,  if  the  House  now  refused  to 
sanction  his  proposidoD.  His  medve 
went  no  farther  than  to  institute  a  full 
and  efficient  inquiry.  The  best  token  of 
their  independence  which  could  be  given, 
by  those  who  were  professedly  indepen- 
dent, would  be,  to  sbow  that  the  new 
parliament  was  not  dispdsed,  oMiely  out 
of  compUment  to  the  minister,  to  get  rid 
of  the  words  in  wbieb  his  motion  was 
framed,  to  substitute  others  of  a  moto 
limited  and  less  operatire  tendeaoy. 

The  next  questioa  to  which  he  tmmght 
it  necessary  to  advert,  was,  what  sort  of 
committee  would  be  most  eligible  for  the 
purpose  he  had  in  view.  Ought  it  to  be 
a  select  or  a  secret  oemmittee?  JHow^ 
he  would  furly  state  that  he  should  feel 
very  little  anxiety  upon  this  point,  weve 
it  not  for  tiiie  circumstance  ot  the  latter 
being  chosen  by  ballot.  Every  commit- 
tee must  be  presumed  to>  proceed  on  th» 
exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  and  might 
certainly  inquire  under  aa  obHoatioa.  of 
secrecy,  as  extensively  and  usefully  as  if 
restrained  by  no  such  condition.  But 
did  not  every  man  know  how  a  committee 
chosen  by  ballot  was  uniformly  composed? 
The  bullion  committee  had  not  been  so 
chosen,  and  yet  it  had  found  no  difficulty 
in  withholdmg  or  suppressing  names 
which  it  might  not  have  oeen  prudent  or 
desirable  to  disclose.  If  importent  evi- 
dence were  given  by  any  individual  wha. 
objected  to  the  publication  of  his  name^ 
the  committee  had  only  to  leave  a  blank, 
and  let  it  stand  as  the  testimony  of  a 
British  or  continental  merchant.  When 
the  state  of  the  Bank  itself,  their  dis- 
counts, or  the  quantity  of  bullion  in  dieir 
possession,  was  necessarily  .touched  on, 
the  results  were  stated  in  cabalistic  num» 
hers,  and  no  secrets  improperly  divulged. 
This  was  the  course  pursued  by  the  secret 
commiuee  of  1797,  in  the  report  which 
they  made  to  the  House.  He  bad  a  fur- 
ther objection  to  the  reference,  as  it  was 
now  proposed  to  conduct  it;  and  felt  sa- 
tisfiea,  that  on  a  question  the  most  vital 
and  interesting  to  the  salvation  of  the 
empire  that  could  now  become  the  8u*iject 
of  discussion,  two  distinct  conmiittees 
were  required,  under  all  thedrcumstances 
of  our  present  situation.  His  own  motion 
had  for  its  object  to  institute  a  general 
inquiry ;  but  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
wished  also  that  the  aiSsirs  ef  the  Bank 
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■bodd  be  iovestigated,  he  had  no  objec- 
liea  whatever  to  the  appoicitinent  of  a 
aecret  committee  for  that  purpose;  but 
ify  on  the  other  hand,  big  determination 
wati  that  becaiMe  there  was  a  small  inquiry 
which  ought  to  be  made  secretly,  a  great 
inquiry  ought  to  be  conducted  in  the  same 
manner^  and  that  because  the  committee 
was  ene  of  secrecy,  therefore  it  ought  to 
he  chosen  by  ballot,  he  should  certainly 
persist  in  his  intentioo  of  taking  the  sense 
of  the  House  upon  such  a  proposition. 
He  was  resolved  not  to  give  up  one  word 
of  the  latter  part  of  his  motion ;  for,  with- 
out such  a  reference  as  that  which  was 
there  indicated,  no  categorical  answers, 
or  tMd  informationi  would  be  obtained. 
If  the  hon*  members  whom  he  now  saw 
in  the  House  for  the  first  time  were  will- 
ing to  discard  the  words  of  his  motion  for 
the  vague  ones  proposed  by  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer,  they  would  give  the 
most  conclusive  proof  of  their  entire  de- 
votedness  to  the  minister— they  would,  to 
use  the  hunter's  phrase,  **  blood  them- 
selves at  starting,^  and  show  that  what« 
ever  proposal  he  might  make,  they  might 
be  depended  on  as  its  supporters  [Hear, 
bear!].  The  right  hon.  gentleman  con- 
eluded  b^  moving,  «  That  a  Committee 
be  appomted  to  mquire  into  the  efiects 
produced  on  the  Exchanges  with  Foreign 
Countries,  and  the  state  of  the  Circulating 
Medium,  by  the  Restriction  on  Payments 
ia  Cash  by  the  Bank ;  and  to  report  who- 
ther  any,  and  what  reasons  exist  for  con- 
tinuing the  same  beyond  the  period  now 
fixed  by  law  for  its  termination." 

The  Chanceilor  of  the  Exchequer  re* 
gretted  that  the  right  hon*  gentleman  had 
ao  soon  laid  aside  all  the  ideas  of  concilia- 
tion nnd  unanimity,  whidi  a  few  days  be- 
fore he  had  prol'essed  with  respect  to  this 
great  question,  to  adopt,  on  this  occasion, 
the  language  of  mere  vulgar  party  feeling. 
He  begged  the  House  to  notice  bow  the 
question  stood  between  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  and  himself.  On  the  second 
day  of  the  session,  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  public  credit— 
a  notice,  the  terms  of  which  were,  as  the 
light  hon«  gentleman  himself  had  perceived, 
%o  verv  vague  and  objectionable,  that  soon 
after  be  voluntarily  abandoned  it,  on  ac- 
count of  the  alarm  whidi  he  confessed  it 
had  occasioned.  But  what  had  happened 
in  the  unerval  ?  Why,  h^(  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer)  had  given  notice  of 
his  intention  to  move  for  such  a  com- 
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mittee  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
since  explained  liimself  to  have  had  in 
view,  in  his  general  and  indefinite  notice, 
but  more  extensive,  complete,  and  de- 
finite in  its  object,  than  the  one  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  this  evening 
proposed.  Instead,  however,  of  closing 
with  the  proposition  thus  made,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  objected  to  it,  and, 
as  he  seemed  to  confess,  chose,  for  the 
mere  sake  of  party  contest,  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  less  correct  in  its 
form,  and  less  distinct  in  its  object.  He 
should  compare  the  frame  of  the  two 
motions ;  but  he  felt  it  unnecessary,  on  an 
occasion  when,  as  he  apprehended,  the 
House  was  unanimous  in  desiring  a  full  and 
fair  inquiry,  to  enter  into  many  details 
with  respect  either  to  the  general  conduct 
of  his  majesty  s  governnfent,  or  to  the 
conduct  of  that  department  of  the  public 
service  with  which  he  was  more  immedi- 
ately connected. 

At  any  proper  time  he  should  be  per- 
fectly ready  to  enter  into  that  discussion. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  should  deny,  and 
challenge  the  right  hon.  mover  to  the 
proof,  that  the  financial  system  of  the 
country  had  been  unstable  and  injudidous. 
Of  the  injustice  of  such  an  imputation  the 
House  might  easily  judge,  by  a  very  short 
reference  to  accounts  laid  before  parlia- 
ment, and  to  its  public  proceedings.  He 
defied  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  men- 
tion any  period  equal  in  duration  to  that 
which  had  eUipsed  since  the  conclusion 
of  the  war,  in  which  so  much  had  been 
done  in  the  way  either  of  diminishing 
taxation  or  of  reducing  the  public  debt. 
Within  three  years  after  the  termination 
of  the  war,  tlie  people  had  been  relieved 
from  no  less  than  fifty  millions  of  taxation, 
taking  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  taxes 
remitted  durmg  the  period  from  their 
cessation  to  the  present  time.  This  was, 
undoubtedly,  a  great  relief  to  the  country, 
although  he  was  ready  to  repeat  what  he 
hadso  oftensaid,  that  the  rep^  of  taxation 
to  such  an  extent  ought  not,  in  his  opinion, 
to  have  taken  place  so  soon.  That  was 
certainly  the  view  of  the  subject  to  which 
he  still  adhered,  although  he  bowed  with 
deference  to  the  decision  of  that  House. 
Another  substantial  relief  had  also  been 
afforded  the  country  in  the  liquidation  of 
a  part  of  the  public  debt,  of  which,  during 
the  three  years  that  he  had  already  alluded 
to»no  less  a  sum,  taking  the  funded  and  the 
unfunded  debt  together,  than  from  25  to 
30  milliims  had  been  paid  off.    This  he 
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was  prepared  to  affirm,  and  enabled  to 
demonstrate,  was  a  reduction  of  debt 
greater  than  had  taken  place  in  the  whole 
of  the  period  which  had  elapsed  since  the 
Revolution.  He  stated  these  facts  merely 
to  show  how  little  foundation  there  was 
for  alleging  imbecility  and  want  of  system 
against  his  majesty's  government  in  their 
financial  administration. 

With  respect,  then,  to  the  proposed 
committee,  he  very  much  wished  that 
gentlemen  would  go  into  that  committee 
with  unbiassed  feelings,  and  with  minds 
unfettered    by  any  previously  declared 
opinions,  that  they  would  decide  impar- 
tially on  such  facts  and  evidence  as  might 
be  ciisclosed.     Such  was  certainly  his  in- 
tention should  he  be  appointed  a  member 
of  the  committee,  and  he  hoped  others 
would  entertain  a  similar  disposition.  The 
real  question  before  the  House  was,  "  Is 
inquiry  necessary  T*    It  was  now  agreed 
on  both  side3  that  it  was.    He  was  per- 
fectly ready  to  admit  that  that  had  not 
been  the  impression  of  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters on  the  first  day  of  the  session.    It 
was  then  thought,  by  himself  and  his  col- 
leagues, that  it  would  be  expedient,  with- 
out the  institution  of  any  inquiry,  to  pro* 
pose  a  bill  for  a  short  extension  of  the  re- 
striction on  cash  payments.    In  making 
this  avowal,  he  did  not  forget  that  an  ex- 
pectation had  prevailed  last  year,  that  if 
the  restriction  were  to  be  renewed  in  the 
present  year,  such  a  measure  ought  to  be 
preceded    by  an  inquiry ;    because  the 
causes  for  a  short  continuance  of  the  re- 
striction were  so  notorious  as,  in  his  opi- 
nion, at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
to  render  any  inquiry  unnecessary.  Among 
those  causes  were  the  amount  and  nature 
of  the  foreign  loans,  and  more  especially 
the  protraction  of  the  French  loan,  al- 
though to  that  circumstance  the  rieht  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  professed  to  tliink  no 
attention  was  due.    The  fact  with  respect 
to  that  loan  was,  that  a  great  error  had 
existed,  even  among  those  who  were  most 
deeply  interested  in  the  question,  with 
regard  to  the  amount  of  money  that  could 
be  raised  in  France.    Her  resources  hav- 
ing been  in  the  first  instance  extremely 
over-rated,  and  proving  insufficient  when 
brought  to  the  test,  recourse  was  neces- 
sarily  had  to  other  countrit^s,  and  especi- 
ally to  this,  and  hence  a  foil  of  the  ex- 
change, and  a  considerable  ei^port  of  bul- 
lion, took  place.    Upon  a  view  of  this 
state  of  things,  which  naturally  produced 
a  rate  of  exchange  against  us;  likely  to 


continue  during  the  pressure  of  these 
operations,  it  was  deemed  expedient  by 
his  majesty's  government  to  propose  a 
short  extension  of  the  restriction  on  cash 
payments,  and  to  postpone  inquiry  until 
next  session,  when  it  was  hoped  that  the 
causes  affecting  the  exchanges  might  have 
ceased  to  operate,  and  when,  if  inquiry 
became  necessary,  it  might  take  place 
with, more  advantage  than  while  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  payments  were  so  much 
disturbed.  This  opinion  was  adopted  by 
himself  and  his  colleagues,  because  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  continue  the  restric- 
tion until  the  temporary  derangements 
which  at  present  impedea  commercial  in* 
tercourse  should  be  at  end,  and  the  dif- 
ferent states  of  Europe  should  have  re- 
turned to  that  orderly  and  steady  course 
in  which  the  operations  of  trade  might  be 
conducted  with  freedom  and  security. 
No  one  could  be  insensible  of  the  eflecta 
produced  on  our  commerce  and  exchanges, 
as  well  by  the  loan  of  France,  as  by  the 
loans  of  Austria,  Prussia,  the  Netherlands, 
and  Russia,  all  of  which  were  in  opera- 
tion at  the  same  period.  But  the  state 
of  the  American  government  was  also 
to  he  taken  into  the  account.  That  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  was  struggling, 
with  very  doubtful  success,  to  eftect  its 
cash  payments  was  well  known ;  and  in 
such  a  condition  of  the  money  market  of 
America,  as  well  as  that  of  Europe,  he 
and  his  colleagues  had  not  thought  it  wise 
or  safe  to  call  on  the  Bank  to  resume  its 
payments  in  cash,  but  had  proposed  (as 
he  had  stated  on  the  first  nignt  of  the 
session)  to  continue  the  restriction  until 
the  1st  of  March  1820,  without  any  pre- 
vious inquiry.  That  was  on  the  21st  of 
last  month.  But,  on  the  following  day, 
lord  Liverpool  and  himself  had  received 
a  communication  from  the  Bank  Direc- 
tors, stating  an  opinion  different  from  that 
which  he  and  his  noble  friend  had  pre- 
viously understood  them  to  entertain; 
namely,  that  they  wished  for  an  inquiry, 
in  preference  to  so  short  an  extension  of 
the  restriction  on  cash  payments^that  as, 
in  their  opinion,  it  would  not  be  expe- 
dient or  practicable  to  resume  cash  pay- 
ments on  the  1st  of  March  1820,  it  would 
be  more  advisable  that  an  inquiry  should 
be  instituted  at  once  with  regard  to  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  re- 
striction. In  conseouence  of  this  com- 
munication, he  and  nis  colleagues,  with-  . 
out  at  all  abandoning  their  own  opinion, 
yet  felt  that  an  inquiry  so  demandea  could 
not  with  propriety  be  refused. 
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Tlie  necessity  of  an  inauiry  being  there- 
fore acknowledged  on  all  aidesy  the  only 
question   that  remained  was  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  inquiry  should  be 
conducted.     His   objection  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  motion  was,  that  it  was 
so  inartificially»  he  might  almost  say  ab- 
surdly, worded,  that  it  did  not  embrace 
the  whole  of  the  subject  with  regard  to 
which  inquiry  ought  to  be  instituted ;  for 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's    motion    re- 
ferred only  to  the  efiects  produced  on  the 
exchange  with  foreign  countries*  and  the 
state  of  the  circulating  medium,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Bank  restriction ;  whereas, 
there  were  many  other  topics  connected 
with  the  resumption  of  cash  payments, 
which  it  would  be  proper  to  examine,  but 
which  were  not  at  all  included  in  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  motion.  He  should, 
therefore,  submit  to  the  House  an  amend- 
ment, which  he  thought  fully  comprehen- 
sive, for  it  would  call  on  the  committee 
to  consider  every  part  of  the  question  in 
all  its  bearings.    A  committee  appointed 
upon  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  motion 
might  inquire  fully  into  the  rate  of  foreign 
exchanges  as  well  as  into  the  state  of 
onr  circulating  medium,  and  still  leave 
wholly  untouched  many  material  points 
intimately  connected    with    the  subject 
under  consideration.    For  instance,  if  it 
should  happen — and  he  stated  it  merely 
as  a  supposition  by  way  of  illustration— 
that  the  Bank  was  not  in  possession  of 
bullion  to  pay  its  notes«  which  circum- 
stance would  of  course  render  the  resump- 
tion of  cash  payments  impracticable,   a 
committee  appointed  according   to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  proposition  could 
not  enter  into  that  point.    So  singularly, 
indeed,  was  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
motion  fromed,  that  the  Bank,  though 
obviously  the  most  prominent  and  im- 
portant object  of  the  whole  inquiry,  was 
studiously  kept  out  of  sight,  and  never 
even  alluded  to  by  name  in  the  motion. 
Such  a  committee,  therefore,  could  not 
afford  the  information  necessary  to  enable 
the  House  to  come  to  a  full  and  fair  de- 
cision on  the  question;  for  a  committee 
could  not  report  upon  that  which  it  was 
not  called  upon  to  inquire  about  or  con- 
sider.   The  motion  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  thus  defective,   no   doubt, 
throuffh  mere  mistake  (though  a  mistake 
difficiut  to  account  for,  as  his  (the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer's)  more  distinct 
and  comprehensive  motion  had  been  pre- 
viously announced) ;  but^  seeing  that  in- 


accuracy, he  trusted  that  the  amendment 
which  he  intended  to  submit  would  be 
adopted  in  its  stead,   by  all  those  who 
were  advocates  for  full  and  complete  in- 
quiry ;  in  which  inquiry  it  was  obviously 
necessary  to  examine,  not  only  the  rate 
of  foreign  exchanges  and  the  state  of  the 
circulating  medium— which  were  neces* 
sarily  included  in  the  terms  of  the  amend- 
ment that  he  should  have  the  honour  to 
propose— but  the  condition  of  the  Bank 
also,  with  every  collateral  topic  that  had 
any  relation  whatever  to  the  subject.    It 
was  clear,  however,  that  a  committee  ap- 
pointed for  these  extensive  and  delicate 
purposes,  ought  to  be  secret.    It  must 
occur  to  every  man  that,  in  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  afiairs  of  the  Bank,  circum- 
stances might  be  disclosed  which  could 
not  with  justice  and  safety  to  that  corpo- 
ration, or  without  danger  to  the  most 
important  interests  of  the  country,    be 
brought  before  the  public.    A  variety  of 
circumstances  might  admit  of  easy  expla- 
nation to  those  whose  inquiries  were  con- 
ducted under  an  obligation  of  secrecy, 
that  could  not  be  developed  to  the  public 
without  the  utmost  hazard.    The  fullest 
information,  on  the  other  hand,  might  be 
safely  communicated  to  a  secret  commit- 
tee, who  might  report  such  information 
only  as  could  be  properly  disclosed,  to- 
gether with  such  observations  thereupon 
as  might  enable  the  House  to  come  to  a 
correct  conclusion  on  the  subject  at  issue. 
This  committee  ought,  in   his  opinion, 
however  contrary  it  might  be  to  that  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  to  be  appointed 
by  ballot,  in  conformity  to  the  ancient  and 
uniform  practice,  from  which  he  had  never 
hesrd  any  sound  reason  for  departing, 
and  such  a  committee,  so  constituted* 
would  no  doubt  give  the  House  the  fullest 
information  that  could  be  made  known  to 
the  public  without  inconvenience  to  the 
public  service.    He  could  not  here  avoid 
observing,  how  studiously  and  with  ^  how 
much  constraint,  as  it  were,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  laboured  to  produce  a 
difference  of  opinion  in  the  House,  in 
point  of  form,  when  in  the  substance  of 
the  proceeding  all  were  agreed ;  for  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  expressed  his 
readiness  to  acquiesce  in  the  appointment 
of  a  secret  committee  to  investigate  the 
state  of  the  Bank,  if  an  open  one  were 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  our 
currency  and   the  rate  of  foreign  ex- 
changes.   But  if  those  two  committees, 
as  was  very  possible,  should  consist  of  tho 
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aame  nembers^  the  difibrence  tetweeo 
themr  woald  be  menely  aominQl ;  and,  if 
ibe^  coBsbted  ef  difierent  members,  be 
believed»  from  the  intimate  connexion 
which  sobsiated  among  all  these  subjects^ 
ibe  object  of  their  appointment  would  be 
firnstrated ;  as  the  pubtic  committee  could 
not  be  put  in  possession  of  die  informar 
tion  Imd  before'  the  secret  committee. 
Whv»  then»  appoint  a  committee  whkk 
could  not  possess  the  knowledge  necessary 
to  the  formation  of  a  correct  opinion ; 
and  which  th^efore  would  be  but  too 
likely  to  produce  an  erroneous  judgment  ? 
•  He  thought  it  proper  to  observe  that 
to  whatever  perioa  it  might  be  deemed 
advisable  to  postpone  the  resumption  of 
cash  payments,  it  was  desirable  to  provide 
that  tt  should  take  place  while  parliament 
was  sitting;  in  order  that  if  inconvenieqces 
sbottld  result  from  such  resumption,  a 
legislative  remedy  might  be  immediately 
applied  to  them ;  for  should  such  incon* 
▼eniences  occur  on  the  resumption  of 
cash  payments  while  parliament  was  not 
aitting,  the  calling  of  parliament  to  pro- 
vide any  necessary  remedy  would  not 
only  require  time,  which  the  exigency  of 
the  case  could  ill  afford,  but  the  sudden- 
ness of  such  a  call  must  naturally  aug- 
ment the  public  alarm,  and  materially  in- 
jure pubhc  credit. — Among  the  objects 
vrith  regard  to  which  the  proposed  com- 
mittee would  have  to  inquire  were,  first. 
Whether  it  is  practicable  for  the  Bank  of 
England  to  resume  its  cash  payments  on 
the  5th  of  July  next  as  now  nxed  by  law? 
Secondly,  What  are  the  causes  which 
have  hitoerto  impeded  the  resumption  of 
cash  payments  since  the  restoration  of 
peace,  and  are  likely  to  impede  it  in  fu- 
ture i  And  thirdly,  the  cause  of  our  ex- 
changes with  foreign  countries,  and  the 
various  causes  affecting  it,  and  particu- 
larly the  nature  of  the  foreign  loans  al- 
ready alluded  to,  which,  with  the  amount 
of  capital  invested  by  British  subjects  in 
foreign  funds,  would  naturally  be  involved 
in  that  part  of  the  inquiry*  it  would  also 
be  very  material  to  consider  whether,  upon 
the  resumption  of  cash  payments  by  the 
Bank  of  £ngland|  any  other  paper  was 
likely  to  circulate,  so  as  to  disappoint  or 
interfere  with  the  great  object  of  that 
resumption.  Some  parts  of  the  inquiry 
would  be  of  a  public,  and  others  of  a  pri- 
vate nature;  and  he  anxiously  wished 
that  the  gentlemen  composing  the  com- 
mittee would  ffo  into  the  whole  investiga- 
tion entirely  tree  from  any  previous  tm- 


pressloos  or  opinions*  He  especially 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  go  into  that  committee  with  an 
unbiassed  mind,  that  he  would  lay  aside 
all  party  feeling  and  all  predispositions  of 
judgment;  and  that  if  he  rimuld  find  that 
the  opinions  which  he  at  present  entecw 
tained  were  founded  on  a  partial  or  erro* 
neous  view  of  the  subject,  that  he  would 
relinquish  them,  and  concur  in  any  ra^t* 
sure  which  had  for  its  object  the  good 
of  the  country.  He  trusted,  indeed, 
that  the  proposed  inquiry  would  be  so 
conducted,  as  to  afford  general  satisfaction 
to  the  public  mind,  and  produce  real  ad- 
vantage to  the  public  interest.  For  the 
reasons  which  he  had  already  stated,  and 
particularly  because  the  motiim  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  was  not  so  full  and 
comprehensive  as  the  subject  demanded, 
he  could  not  abandon  his  original  opinion 
for  the  purpose  of  adopting  die  right  hon. 
gentleman's  proposition.  He  could  not 
abandon  the  course  which  on  full  discus- 
sion witli  his  colleagues  he  had  determined 
to  pursue,  for  the  sole  motive  of  coincid* 
iog,  contrary  to  his  own  judgment,  with 
tbe  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  not  be 
thought  that  night  set  him  the  example 
of  a  very  conciliatory  spirit.  He  should, 
therefore,  move,  as  an  amendment,  to 
leave  out  from  the  word  *<  appointed,"  to 
the  end  of  the  question,  in  order  to  add 
these  words,  <<  to  consider  of  the  State  of 
the  Bank  of  England  with  reference  to 
the  expediency  of  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments  at  the  period  fixed  by  law,  and 
into  such  other  matters  as  are  connected 
therewith,  and  to  report  to  the  House 
such  information  relative  thereto  as  may 
be  disclosed  without  injury  to  the  public 
interests,  with  their  observations,*'  in- 
stead thereof. 

Sir  W.  De  Cresjpigny  said,  that  upon  a 
question  of  sudi  magnitude,  involving 
such  a  variety  of  considerations  which 
came  home  to  the  bosoms  and  business  of 
every  man  in  the  country,  it  was  impos- 
sible for  any  man  not  to  feel  a  most  lively 
interest.  The  &te  of  the  country  might, 
indeed,  be  well  said  to  depend  upon  the 
issue  of  this  question.  It  was,  no  doubt, 
absolutely  necessary  that  such  a  country 
as  ours  snould  have  a  large  extensive  cir- 
culating medium,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  public;  but  then  such  medium 
should  possess  some  settled  value.  This 
was  not  the  case  with  Bank-notes,  because 
they  were  not  convertible  into  cash ;  and 
why  they  were  not  so  convertSile,  was  the 
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object  of  the  proposed  inqiiky.  The 
chaocellor  of  the  exchequer  had  declared 
that  he  was  not  an  advocate  for  such  in- 

auiry»  until  impelled  to  it  by  others ;  and 
lis  was  a  dedaration  which  every  one 
who  duly  appreciated  the  importance  of 
the  subject  must  be  extremely  astonished 
to  hear.  For  a  long  time  the  Bank  Di- 
rectors had  been  b  the  habit  of  throwing 
dust  in  the  eyes  of  ihe  legislature,  but 
not  ffold-dust.  Inquiry  was  now  become 
absolutely  necessary;  and  in  order  to 
render  the  inquiry  effective,  he  thought  it 
would  best  become  the  House  to  »iopt 
the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
with  whom  the  resolution  to  inquire  had 
originated.  He  would  therefore  vote  for 
the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Frankkmd  Lewis  said,  he  had 
listened  attentively  to  every  thing  that 
bad  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  genOeman 
opposite,  and  he  confessed  he  had  not 
heard  a  single  word  to  justify  the  course 
which  it  seemed  to  be  the  intention  of 
government  to  take  on  the  present  occa^ 
aion.  It  had  been  already  fixed  by  law, 
that  the  Bank  should  resume  its  cash  pay- 
ments on  the  5th  of  July  next;  but  now 
it  appeared,  that,  upon  an  application 
from  the  Baok,  the  government  had  dis- 
covered that  the  Bank  were  unable  to  re- 
sume cash  payments  at  the  stipulated 
time.  Whatever  efiect  the  incomparable 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  the  mover  of  the 
original  ouestioa  had  had  on  his  miod, 
beyond  all  doubt  the  appalling  speech  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  made 
it  clear  to  a  demonstration,  that  the  pre- 
sent financial  system  was  bad  indeed. 
When  he  first  entered  into  parliament, 
the  events  of  war  absorbed  the  public 
attention,  and  this  subject  was  little  con- 
sidered; but  it  was  now  the  most  im- 
portant topic  that  could  occupy  the  mind 
of  parliament  and  the  public.  Through- 
out the  war  it  was  held  out  that  the  res- 
triction on  cash  payments  by  the  Bank 
should  cease  with  the  cessation  of  the  war. 
Yet  now  in  the  fourth  year  after  that 
event,  it  was  proposed  to  extend  that 
restriction  still  farther.  Upon  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war,  it  was  proposed  to 
continue  the  restriction  for  two  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  it  was  solemnly  promised 
that  cash  payments  would  be  resumed. 
But  when  those  two  years  had  expired, 
it  was  again  proposed  to  continue  this 
restriction  for  another  year,  when  it  was 
positively  to  cease,  the  Bank  being 
pledged  to  prepare  br  the  event  by  the 


collection  of  bullion,  &c.     It  was  Uien 
settled  that  the  resumption  of  cash  pay- 
ments should  take  place  on  the  5tn  of 
July  nekt.     Yet  all  these  promises  and 
pledges  were  broken.    Let  gentlemen  c^dl 
to  mind  the  assurances  held  out  in  the 
course  of  the  last  session  upon  this  sub*- 
ject.    The  language  used  upon  that  occar 
sion  could  not  be  forgotten.    It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
affected  to  feel  themselves  actually  a£> 
fronted  by  the  supposition  that  they  were 
not  prepared  to  pay  their  notes  in  cash. 
They  asserted,  indeed,   that  they  were 
fully  prepared  to  make  such  payments, 
throwing  all  the  onus  of  continuing  the 
restriction  upon  his  majesty's  government. 
Yet  how  different  was  their  language  i^ 
the  present  moment ;  for,  from  the  state* 
ment  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
it  appeared  that  they  were  not  likely  to 
be,  even  in  March  1820,  in  such  a  state 
of  preparation.    But  he  for  one  could  not 
agree  to  afford  the  Bank  the  opportunitY 
for  preparation  which  they  now  require<H 
seeing  that  thev  had  made  no  use  of  the 
opportunities  tor  preparation  which  had 
been  granted  them  heretofore.    IPor  it  ap* 
peared  that  they  had  made  no  effort  to 
prepare  for  cash  payments.    They  had 
maae  no  attempt  to  limit  their  issues.    On 
the  contrary,  indeed,   those  issues  had 
been  increased,  and  it  was  idle  to  attempts 
by  any  mysterious  language  to  disguise 
the  fact,  that  it  was  impossible  to  prepare 
for  cash  payments  until  such  issues  were 
reduced.    The  Bank  had,  indeed*  made 
a  most  injudicious  partial  experiment  for 
the  resumption  of  cash  payments,  and  in 
the  absence  of  all  rational  effort  on  their 
part,  he  would  address  that  body  some- 
what in  the  language  of  Hercules  to  the 
waggoner  in  the  fable— '<  Show  me  that 
you  arc  yourself  willing  to  do  your  best, 
and  when  I  see  that  you  have  done  your 
best  and  failed,   I  will  then,  and  then 
only,  help.'* — But  the  Bank  had  in  fact 
done  nothing  towards  preparing  for  the 
payment  of  its  notes  in  cash.    On  the 
contrary,  it  appeared,   that  after  twenty- 
one  years  of  expense  and  misfortune, 
during  which  the  Bank  had  profited  by 
the  restriction  of  cash  payments,   it  now 
showed  an  indisposition  to  resume  tliose 
payments.    Upon  what  ground^  he  would 
ask,  was  the  will  of  this  body  to  be  in- 
dulged to  the  prejudice  of  the  public?  It 
would  be  recollected,  that  the  restriction 
on  cash  pavments  was  originally  imposed 
upon   public  grounds.     Shch  certainly 
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were  the  grounds  assigned  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  1797-     Previous  to  the  issue  of  the 
order  in  council  restraining  the  Bank  from 
issuing,  it  appeared  that  the  directors  had 
had  a  correspondence  with  the  minister 
for  about  two  years,  the  import  of  which 
was,   that  if  called  upon  to  issue  bullion, 
and  give  so  much  credit  for  the  service  of 
government,  the  Bank  could  not  go  on-^ 
that,  in  fact,   it  must  shut  up  its  doors. 
It  was  under  such  circumstances,  and  in 
order  to  supply  the  public  exigencies, 
that  the  restriction  was  originally  imposed, 
and  within  the  year  after  that  restriction, 
.the  'advance  of  the  Bank  to  government 
'was  equal  to  ten  millions.     But  what  was 
the  public  exigency  which  now  called  for 
a  restriction  upon  cash  payments  f    Did 
the  government  now  require  any  advances 
for  tne  public  service,  or  upon  what  public 
grounds  could  the  farther  continuance  of 
this  mischievous  restriction  be  justified  ? 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  no 
doubt  alleged  that  the  continuance  of  the 
restriction  was  called  for  upon    public 
grounds,  but  tho^e  grounds  had  not  been 
Stated.     Accordmg  to  his  apprehension, 
this  restriction  was  principally  required 
as  desirable  for  the  accommodation  of 
those  who  traded,  not  upon  their  capital, 
and  who  were  aided  in  their  speculations 
by  issues  from  the  Bank ;   but  for  the 
sake  of  these  rash  improvident  speculators 
themselves,  in  order  to  save  tnem  from 
ultimate  ruin,  he  would  call  for  the  repeal 
of  that  restriction.    If  the  Bank  would 
issue  its  notes,  or  grant  its  accommoda- 
lions  to  those  only  who  really  had  capital, 
they  might    soon    reduce    their  issues; 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  extending 
this  restriction,   and  we  might  return  to 
the  sound  old  English  system  of  currency. 
Here  the  hon.  gentleman  remarked  upon 
the  ^old  so  improvidently  issued  by  the 
Bank  some  time  ago,  the  greater  part  of 
which  had  already  disappeared  ;  and  upon 
the  ministers*  proposition  now  to  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  and  internal  con- 
cerns of  the  Bank,  after  all  that  was  said 
last  session  bv  those  very  ministers  about 
the  extreme  mdclicacy  of  instituting  any 
such  inquiry.    With  respect  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
that  thirty  millions  of  the  public  debt  had 
been  paicf  off  within  the  last  three  years, 
he  was  quite  astonished  at  the  allegation. 
He  could  not,  indeed,  comprehend  how 
such  a  thing  could  be  made  out;  for  the 
committee  of  the  last  session  upon  the 


subject  of  the  public  income  and  expendi- 
ture, could  not  make  out  any  surplus 
whatever,  but  that  of  three  millions  which 
remained  unexpended  out  of  the  loan 
raised  for  the  purposes  of  the  war  of  one 
hundred  days.  For  himself  and  bis  col- 
leagues he  could  aver,  that  those  three 
millions  formed  the  only  sum  which  they 
could  find  applicable  to  the  reduction  of 
the  public  uebt.  Where  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  could  find  the  remainder 
of  the  large  sum  he  had  stated,  it  was  for 
him  to  show. 

Lord  Castlereagh  felt  that  the  discussion 
was  comprehended  within  so  narrow  a 
compass  (and  on  that  point  he  had  to 
express  his  obligations  to  the  right  hon. 
mover,  and  to  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
last  spoke)  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  to 
make  any  thing  like  a  speech,  or  to  branch 
at  large  into  the  great  principles  involved 
in  a  more  general  inquiry.  Though  the 
grounds  of  difference  as  to  the  object  of 
the  motion  between  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
roan  and  his  right  hon.  friend,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  were  few,  yet 
he  should  support  the  proposition  of  the 
latter,  because  his  motion  was  more  pre- 
cise, and  went  more  directly  to  its  pur- 
pose. They  were  all  agreed,  not  only  as 
to  the  necessity. of  inquiry,  but  to  an 
inquiry  of  the  utmost  latitude,  on  a  sub- 
ject which  he  confessed  to  be  of  great  and 
immense  importance.  Great  stress  had 
been  laid  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  on 
the  fact  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer having,  when  first  the  question  was 
brought  before  the  House  that  session, 
avowed  that  no  inquiry  was  in  his  judg- 
ment necessar}'.  If  that  was  a  source  of 
triumph,  he  would  give  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  a  more  extended  ground  for 
gratification,  ready  as  he  (lord  C.)  was 
to  declare,  that  he  also  joined  in  that  opi- 
nion, believing,  as  he  did,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  an  inquiry  at  this  mo- 
ment was  neither  necessary  nor  expedi- 
ent ;  that  for  every  purpose  whence  ad- 
vantage from  such  a  course  could  be 
derived,  it  would  have  been  more  expe- 
dient to  have  waited  until  the  next  session 
of  parliament.  If,  indeed,  he  viewed  the 
question  in  the  same  light  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  if  he  thought  that  with- 
out risking  the  truest  interests  of  the 
country,  the  Bank  should  resume  its  cash 
payments  in  March  twelve-month,  there 
could  be  no  reason  either  for  inquiry  now, 
or  at  a  future  period.  But  thinking  dif- 
ferently on  that  pointi  he  fe)t  that  from 
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the  nol«iety  of  dicnnistances  etsentialljr 
affecling  .m  questioo,  the  House,  or 
rtiber  the  neir  parliamenty  nii^t  act  ou 
tbo  con&iatency  of  those  principlea  by 
which  padiaqieot  was  induenced  id  the 
last  sensioiit  and  defer  the,  examioatioD 
UDtil  a  mpre  favourable  moment,  when 
the  course  of  events  should  bring  about 
thai  era  at  which  .the  Jeeitimate  standard 
of;  value  might  be  restored  without  putting 
lohaaard  Soe  safety  and  industry  of  the 
coui^ry.  But.while  this  was  hie  original 
opiaioiis  the  communication  made  to  the 
executive  government  by  the  Bank,  roust 
of  necessity  have  changed  its  application, 
and  have  rendered  thot  examination  de* 
airable  which  before  he  thought  inexpe- 
dient* The  conduct  of  the  Bank  (and 
4)f  that  conduct  he  coUld  not  speak  but 
with  the  highest  respect)  altered  the  cha- 
rafitev  of  the  proceedtngy  and  made  it  the 
imperative  and  bounden  duty  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ffovernment  to  adopt  the  course 
which  his  right  hon.  friend  the  chancellor 
of  the  ex^equer  now  proposed.  But 
lia  wished  no  false  impression  of  the 
nature  of  that  communication  shouldeither 
fix  itself  on  the  minds  of  sentlemen  in 
that  Houset  or  be  circulated  in  the 
country.  The  Bank  did  not  state  that 
they  were  not  both  able  and  ready  to 
resume  their  pavments  in  cash.  'Dieir 
laoiguage  was  widely  diffisrent.  **  We  are 
readyi  said  tliey,  **  to  do  sOy  provided 
we  are  suilered  to  conduct  our  business 
aingly  with  reference  to  our  interests  as 
banlceis;  but  in  doing. sOp  we  must  of  ne- 
cessity be  compelled  to  throw  into  .oblivion 
;ill  the  interests  of  the  country,  and  to 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  wants  of  the  public/' 
And  here  he  must  be  allowed  to  advert 
to  what  had  fallen  relative  to  the  pledges 
of  the  Bank  in  the  last  session,  from  an 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  a  gentle- 
man to  every  observation  of  whom  he  was 
most  disposed  to  listen  with  feelings  of 
respect  and  pleasure*.  "  It  was  thus»" 
said  be,  <*  the  Bank  were  ready  to  fulfil 
their  declarations  of  being  ready  to  resume 
tlieir  payments.  In  this  nuinner  have  the 
assurances  of  the  chancellor  of  .the  ex- 
chequer beeif  realized,"  as  if  the  expec- 
tations or  pledges  given  under  other  cir» 
cumstances,  were  obligatory  in  a  case  of 
such  important  consideration,  or  that  a 
regard  to  consistency  alone  should  influ- 
ence the  views  of  public  dutyi  and  bind 
the  judgment  of  parliament.  In  place  of 
restiiig  the  question  on  the  consistency  of 
hiB  right  hon.  friend,  the  chancellor  of 
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the  exchequer  (and  he  was  disposed  to 
give  him  the  fullest  credit  for  a  due  regard 
to  such  motives)  the  question  with  him 
and  with  the  House  must  be — What  did 
the  public  interest,  what  did  the  national 
solidity,  what  the  integrity  of  the  country 
require,  in  deliberating  on  so  momentous 
an  issued  It  was  most  important,  then, 
that  no  unjust  interpretations  should  be 
put  on  the  conduct  of  the  Bank— that  no 
delusion  should  go  forth  to  the  public  as 
to  the  character  of  their  communication, 
which,  as  he  before  stated,  amounted  to 
this,  that  the  Bank  were  ready  to  open 
with  their  cash  payments,  but  that  as 
bankers  they  must  take  care  of  the  inter- 
ests entrusted  to  their  charge ;  leaving  it 
to  the  government  and  to  parliament  to 
take  care,  that  by  such  a  charge  the 
public  interest  ana  safety  was  not  endan- 
gered* Such  bein^  the  nature  of  the 
Bauk*s  communication,  it  was  most  im- 
portant, in  their  view,  that  the  fullest 
inquiry  should  be  adopted,  that  on  such 
a  subject  the  information  due  to  public 
opinion  should  be  neither  withheld,  or  in 
any  degree  straitened.  For  inquiry,  then* 
of  the  most  comprehensive  kind,  all  were 
anxious,  but  in  the  mode  of  obtaining  it, 
a  difference  existed.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman on  that  head  had  proposed  the 
appointment  of  two  committees.  At  such 
a  proposition  he  should  have  been  as- 
tonished, had  it  proceeded  from  a  gentle* 
man  who  had  never  been  in  parliament 
before— proceeding  from  whence  ft  did,  it 
was  wholly  imaccouotable.  The  two 
questions  were  so  identified,  that  he 
defied  the  Committee,  which  should  have 
to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank* 
and  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
willing  to  have  a  secret  one,  to  make  any 
satisfactory  report,  or  to  arrive  at  any 
satisfactory  conclusion,  without  being  in 
possession  of  all  the  information,  which  it 
would  be  the  object  of  the  other  com- 
mittee to  obtain.  Then,  on  what  grounds 
disjoin  their  labours  by  such  a  division. 
[Here  Mr.  Tiemey  nodded  his  assent  lo 
one  committee^  ?  Well,  then,  there  ek* 
isted  now  an  additional  ground  of  agree* 
mentf  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
willing  to  concede  his  proposition  for 
two  committees,  and  to  accept  one.— But 
next  came  the  question  of  the  secrecy  of 
that  committee.  In  observing  on  this 
point  he  should  not  indulge  in  any  of  that 
bitterness  of  feeling,  whicnhe  regretted  to 
perceive  had  that  night  operated  on  the 
temper  of  the  right  hoiu  gentleman.    He 
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slVtfuId  avoici  theconne,  Hud  rather  fiisMon 
himself  cm  the  example  of  that  generd 
good  humour  which  was  characteristic 
of  tlie  riffl^t  hon.  gentleman  in  his  dis- 
cussions m,  that  J^ouse.  What,  he  would 
ask,  could  be  Ihe  object  of  secrecvy  but 
to  prevent  any  partial  statements  nnding 
their  way  to  the  country  before  the  whole 
f uestipn"  was  fuUv  ana  delibeiatelT  ex- 
amined i  The  House  of  Commons  by  aa 
act  of  authority,  were  about  to  do  that 
which,  in  the  case  of  any  private  merchant^ 
would  be  considered  a  great  hardship— 
they  wer^  proceeding  to  fbrce  an  investi- 
gation into  the  entire  concerns  of  a  public 
Sody-*an  Investigation  that  could  only  be 
testified  by  the  conviction  that  the  public 
merest  and  safety  required  it.  Was  it 
not  but  justice  to  the  Bank,  that  the  House 
should  protect  them  from  the  effects  of 
any  Improper  impressions  which  the  pub- 
licity of  partial  statements  might  produce  } 
It  was  impossible  to  refuse  it — ^tbe  pro* 
eeediog  was  recommended  both  by  prin- 
ciple and  the  precedents  of  parliament. 
Then,  the  committee  being  secret,  the 
next  question  was  in  what  manner  was  it 
to  be  appointed.  Was  it  to  be  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  right  bon.  gentleman,  or 
of  his  right  hon.  friend  the  chancellor  pf 
the  exchequer,  or  was  it  to  be  appointed 
by  the  ordinary  mode  ip  which  secret 
eommittees  w^x'e  chosen?  [Hear,  hear! 
Irom  the  Opposition3.  The  bon,  gentle- 
men opposite  were  loud  on  their  old  topic, 
—-the  election  by  ballot  was  their  main 
resource— when  they  were  forced  to  that 
retreat,  thev  had  not  a  le^  to  stand  on — 
their  last  defensive  position  was  the  old 
question  of  ballot  [Ilear!  hear!]  Those 
inembers  of  the  last  parliament  would  re- 
collect the  use  then  made  of  th^t  objec- 
tion. For  his  part  he  was  determined  not 
tb  argue  it  again.  If,  however,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  wished  to  have  his  recol- 
lection renpwed,  he  would  refer  him  to*  the 
speech*  made  by  an  hon.  friend,  not  a  very 
constant  supporter  of  ministers,  and  qf 
cfourse  ^n  tne  opinion  ^f  the  right  hon. 
|fent!eman,an  independent  man  [a  laugh3, 
but  undoubtedly  he  cpuld  not  so  soon  for- 
get the  rebuke  thilt  on  that  point  he  re- 
ceived from  that  hon.  gentleman,  the 
member  for  Bramber  (Mr.  WUberforce). 
If  that,  however,  wgs  not  sufficient  to 
convince,  he  would  beg  of  him  to  review 
the  speech  of  another  hon.  member  (Mr. 
Bankes),   who  as  far  back  as  the  year 
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1797,  raco^ssfqny  expoaed  the  eahmnieii^ 
insinnationa  which  svph  an  obfeotiea  ioi« 
plied.*  In  factf,  he  iieTar  hoped  to  get  * 
committee  of  t^at  House  appointed,  witb^ 
out  a  difference  of  opinieir  as  t^  mode^ 
When,  however,  the  connnittee  was  con^ 
stituted;  and,  sbouM  the  right  hoB.  gen* 
tleipan  and  hfaoself  be  members,  he  w«a 
confident,  as  had  often  bappehed  to  bhit 
OQ  other  committees  wfth  gentlemen  witb 
whom  he  di&red,  they  would  both  eorae 
out  of  it  with  a  better  opinion  of  the 
eommittee  md  of  each  other.  What  ke 
was  mudi  more  afraid  of  than  any  dtf^ 
ibrence  between  them,  save  the  legitimate 
diflference  on  grounds  of  f^  discussioii, 
was,  the  not  meetbig  with  the  right  boa*. 

gt^tleman  in  hif  place  in  tbe  eomraitleel 
e  owed  it,  as  a  mark  of  respeet  to  the 
character  of  the  last  parfianent,  to  say,  that 
there  never  was  a  connnittee,  in  tb^reporto 
of  which  the  gr^  majority  of  members  ott 
those  committees,  who  difibr^  generally 
with  hia  majiesty'a  minbters,  did  not  concur 
In  th.ehr  reports.  He  cliaBenfed,  indeed^ 
one  groona  of  reproach  against  the  re» 
suit  of  theit  labours.  If,  then,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  shoald  be  a  member  of 
the  present  committee,  he  sincerely 
trusted  that  the  fmpedii^aent,  which  pre^ 
tented,  ip  the  last  session,  his  attendance', 
would  not  again  occur.  He  calculated 
favourably  for  his  presence,  as  l|e  waa 
happy  tb  see  hini  look  so  welL  At  the 
same  time  he  trusted,  that  thpuffh  he 
might  present  hhnself  once  or  time  a| 
the  meeting  of  the  committee,  be  would 
not,  ss  on  the  former  committee,  turn  taB 
[a  laugh^,  because  his  views  pf  a  princi^ 
pie  at  setting  out  were  not  accedfed  tp. 
Should  they,  however,  meet  there,  be 
pledged  himieif  to  join  issue  with  him 
most  sincerely  and  cordially  in  discossine 
with  the  most  unbiassed  and  enlightened 
views  of  wbich  he  was  capable,  a  qtlestion 
of  the  most  momentous  concern«-*a  qciea* 
tion  on  which,  he  consclentiouslj  believed, 
depended,  not  alone  the  social  existence 
of  this  country,  but  of  the  civilnDed  world* 
To  speak  of  ft  as  a  question  alone  appli- 
cable to  the  a&irs  of  the.  Bank,  was  m 
sacrifice  of  ita  high  importance.  Import* 
ant  as  such  a  consideration  was,  yet 
when  compared  with  the  mighty  interesta 
th^t  depended  on  it,  it  was  but  aa  a  fly 
upon  tne  wheel.  In  their  deliberationa 
were  involved  the  peace  and  hanpinetil 
and   industry  of  the  tmpire.    Wbetbet 
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tiio  umgviUitr  £»i«pe  cpj^adU  shoidd. 
]^  preserved,  dej^Ddingi  aa  it  did,  on  ihe 
arrtngenifiBtt  wlitch  foliairedi  or  be  again 
4^Iunfedl  into  those  convulsions  tceni 
which  It  had  se  providentially  recovered 
}[Hear»  heari].  He  was  ready  also  to 
^in  issue  with  the  ri^t  bon.  |;endeaian 
JO  deprecating  any  thmg  like  a  system  ef 
paper  currency,  to  be  upheld  without 
Mcessitv,  and  whick  might  truly  be  de- 
fignatea  a  forced  circulation :  but  what 
Im  chai^^  the  rieht  hon*  gentteman  with, 
ssasy  tnat  ae  coa&unded  tbat  restriction 
#n  the  legitimate  dement  of  commerce, 
wbich  the  neeessifcies  of  the  country  ren- 
dered necessary,  and  which  the  events  of 
she  times  had  justified,  with  those  forced 
•ystems  ofiiaper  in  other  countries,  which 
#rose  firom  diiereot  jpvincii^les,  and  which 
i^uld  plead  om  s«cb  justification.  The 
sight  hoB.  gentleman  asserted,  that  this 
was  the  onl^  country  in  Europe  where 
auch  a  currency  was  in  ^rCulation.  In 
j'raaceihe  pubuc  bank  made  its  issues  of 
■aper^  Nothing,  iade^  could  be  more 
fiual  to  the  interests  of  a  great  country, 
4ban  the  &oi  of  the  whole  ot  iu  property, 
more  or  lata,  bfiin^  incapable  of  being  re* 
presented  by  nothmg  but  metallic  monev, 
moieorless.  lie  was  ready  to  liccede 
lo  the  right  lien,  gentleman,  tbat  as  long 
aa  the  festriction  continued,  our  circuU- 
tioo.was  deranged;  but  what  he  appre^ 
liended  most  strpngi/  was,  that  coose- 
Aoenoas  more  to  be*  deprecated  would 
follow,  if  any  'attempt,  under  untoward 
circorostanceiu  were  made  to  force  a  me* 
iailia  one.  Such  an  attempt  was  too 
likely  to  destroy  the  principles  of  repro- 
doction.  In  doing  so,  we  should  do  the 
greatest  Injury  to  the  poor  man— to  that 
class  of  men  who^  from  Iheir  wants,  be- 
came the  superior  o&)ects  of  legislative 
coscem.  It  was  worse  than  idle  to  hold 
out  the  hope  of  the  low  prices  that  would 
follow,  unless  at  the  same  time  a  remune- 
rating price  was  secured  to  all  the  other 
classes  of  the  community  who  kept  the 
labourmg  naen  in  employment  [Hear, 
fiear  1].  Any  messore  that  would  deprive 
the  employers  of  that  remuneration,  roust 
in  a  short  time  destroy  the  hope  of  low 

Cices  to  the  poor.  The  advantage  would 
temporary— distrem  and  miserv  must 
follow,  and  the  result  wo^ld  be  a  delusion 
on  the  coontry.  When,  however,  it  could 
be  fiurljr  shown  from  the  state  of  the  e&* 
<henges  with  forei^  countries,  that  the 
BaaiTmighs  open  its  vaulta,  even  at  the 
cisk  or  a  leasoaable  secrifiog,  »>fear  of 
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any  temporary  premD^e  should  induce 
him  to  forego  the  advantage  that  should 
ever  be  kept  iq  view,  of  again  restorihg 
that kgitimate  standard  oivalue,  a  me* 
taUio  oircul^fion,  provided  no  greater 
danger  to  die  securitv  and  credit  of  tha 
country  was  not  involved  in  the  result.— • 
And  here  be  thought  the  House  must 
weigh  the  absolute  necessity  of  sustaining 
the  national  credit.  Surely  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  could  not  be  insensible  to 
the  calamitous  consequences  of  any  mea* 
sure  calcuhited  to  incapacitate  the  country 
from  sustaining  the  burthens  which  tm 
national  faith  had  imposedi  The  hon. 
member  who  preceded  him  condemned 
tke  Bank  for  the  gradual  resumpUon  o^ 
oayments  in  cash.  It  was,  however,  to 
ne  recollected,  that  whatever  alteration 
had  since  occurred,  the  exchanges  with 
foreign  nations  were  at  that  time  favour* 
able  to  this  country.  And^  he  could  noS 
but  consider  such  issue  as  wise,  as  it  went 
to  fill  at  fi:rst  fke  domestic  circulation. 
But  what  would  hove  been  dke  effect,  bad 
they  contiiiued  when  therateof  exobangci 
altered,  and  a  difference^  of  pricey  to  the 
amount  of  7  (ler  cent  exis^ea  between  the 
bullion  and  mint  ji^rioe  p^  gold  i  Such  an 
eSect  revolved  itself'  into  a  eommerciai 
question.  Ket  a  yard  of  cloth  Would 
nave  found  its  way  to  the  continent,  from 
(he  factories  of  Yorkshire  or  o^  Stanches* 
ter,  so  long  as  the  dealers  in  bullion  could 
force  the  Bank  to  pay  their  notes  in  cash« 
It  would  have  converted  the  Bank,  in 
place  of  being  the  depot  for  the  supply  of 
the  internal  circulation  of  ihe  country^ 
into  a  shop  for  the  brokers  in  bullion  to 
supply  themselves  with  the  metallic 
means  of  carrying  on  their  negotiationa 
with  the  vsrious  parts  of  the  continent 
£Hear  ij— The  right  hon.  gentleman  liad 
spoken  of  the  corporation  of  the  Bank  as 
actuated  alone  by  their  own  int^ests ;  in 
no  such  opinion  should  he  ever  acquiesce. 
He  felt  the  value  of  the  service  which,  in 
the  most  critical  periods,  they  had  ren* 
dered  the  country.  Without  their  aid  we 
should  have  in  vain  looked  forward  to  the 
triumph  of  those  exertions  which  we  were 
enabled  to  conclude  with  such  glory-* 
without  their  aid,  indeed,  we  might  have 
expected  to  rodize  all  those  failures 
which,  in  the  moment  of  operation,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  so  unremitting 
in  predictiae.  But  why  endeavour  to 
throw  this  odium  on  the  Bank  i  Even  if 
they  were  gainers,  were  they  not  so  with 
other  banrars,  and  only  in  a  degree  pro* 
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portioned  to  their  capital  f — Bat)  revert- 
ing to  the  main  question,  it  had,  from  the 
progress  of  public  events,  even  since  the 
discussion  of  the  last  session,  assumed  new 
features.  All  the  grounds  on  which  its 
propriety  rested  then  continued,  and  had 
an  increased  effect.  The  very  extending 
of  the  periods  for  the  payment  of  the  in- 
stalments in  which  the  loans  had  origi- 
nated, proved  the  difficulties  of  resuming 
cash  payments  to  be  greater— it  showed, 
that  all  the  foreign  markets  were  ex- 
hausted, and  that  it  would  require  a 
longer  period  to  bring  them  to  bear.  But 
there  were  also  at  the  present  moment 
other  causes  leading  to  the  same  tendency 
in  operation.  The  governments  of  the 
continent,  sensibly  alive  to  the  evils  of 
what  might  be  truly  called  a  forced  paper 
circulation,  had  been  awakened  to  a  dou- 
ble feeling  of  anxiety  to  correct  them. 
There  were  few  of  them  that  were  ndt 
employed  in  executing  the  problem  of 
obtainmg  a  metallic  circulation.  In  try- 
ing to  execute  it  they  were  proceeding 
on  wide  and,  in  his  jud^ent,  impracti- 
cable theories,  to  acquire  it  by  forced 
means,  and  thus  they  operated  unnatural- 
ly and  violently  on  Uie  money  markets  of 
Europe.  If  the  Bank  were  to  open  under 
an  exposure  to  such  an  influence,  strong 
as  he  Knew  it  to  be  in  its  means,  it  must 
atill  feel  powerfully  the  inconvenience  of 
such  a  pressure.  A  loan  of  three  mil- 
lions only  in  Russia  was  powerfully  felt  in 
the  money  markets  of  France ;  and  though 
great  the  distamce  of  St.  Petersburgh  from 
Paris,  yet  from  that  cause  the  Bank  of 
the  latter  was  nearly  suspended  in  its  bu- 
siness, and  rendered  almost  incapable  of 
fulfilling  its  engagements.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  the  extraordinary  loans  in  ope- 
ration, but  the  experiments  going  on  with 
different  governments  that  tended  to  con- 
vulse the  money  markets  of  Europe,  and 
rendered  the  resumption  by  the  Bank  of 
England  at  the  moment  almost  impracti- 
cable. Parliament  recollected  the  first 
necessity  for  the  restriction  in  1797. 
That  such  a  necessity  ever  existed  they 
had  never  ceased  to  lament,  even  when 
experiencing  the  mighty  means  it  afforded 
Sn  the  vicissitudes  of  the  war.  *  But,  great 
as  were  the  difficulties,  and  over-ruling  as 
was  the  necessity,  let  not  the  House  fancy 
that  they  terminated  with  the  war,  or  that 
there  were  not  difficulties  of  a  peculiar 
nature  applicable  to  the  return  or  peace, 
though  from  their  character  such  difficul- 
ties were  in  their  nature  transient.    The 


effect  of  a  war  was,  to  hoard  in  Cbb  cotm-* 
try  a  great  accumulation  of  capital^andin 
the  countries  of  the  continent  to  produce 
a  correspondent  exhaustion.  This  coun- 
try was  not,  however,  so  ungenerous  as 
not  to  accommodate  the  continental  na« 
tions  again  with  loans.  When  the  House 
recollected,  that  the  interest  of  money  had 
become  doubled,  it  would  see  the  effect 
which  bad  been  produced  by  the  removal 
of  that  great  caj^ital  which  British  sub- 
jects had  carried  along  with  them  into 
foreign  countries.  For  his  own  part, 
though  he  believed  that  one  method  of 
creating  credit  was  to  be  found  in  the 
opening  of  the  Bank,  still  he  roust  roaitt- 
tain,  that  it  would  require  a  proportional 
time  to  enable  them  to  establish  cash 
payments.  What  he  bad  principally  to 
complain  of  was,  that  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  who  opened  the  debate,  wasteadi* 
ing  the  people  to  believe,  that  the  time 
was  already  arrived  for  commencing  that 
resumption.  He  protested  that  he  him- 
self was  of  a  very  different  opinion,  and 
that  his  opinion  arose  from  a  thoroo^ 
conviction,  that  no  feeling  of  private  in« 
terest  could  induce  the  Bank  to  neslect 
fheir  general  duty  to  theniaelves  and  Uie 
country.  He  was  certain,  that  they  be« 
lieved  in  their  consciences  diat  they  coald 
perform  their  duty,  even  though  they  re* 
sumed  cash  payments  under  unfiivourable 
exchanges.  And  yet  no  person  wonid 
contend,  that  under  sucH  circumstances 
it  would  be  proper  for  them  to  do  so. 
For  these  reasons,  as  well  as  for  those 
which  he  had  previously  mentioned,  he 
must  oppose  the  motion  of  the  rif^t  hon. 
gentleman.  He  might  be  wrong  m  mak- 
ing that  opposition ;  hot  if  a  committee 
were  appointed,  and  if  the  right  hon.  gen- 
Heman  and  himself  were  selected  to  be  of 
that  committee,  he  should  enter  upon  the 
duties  and  deliberations  attending  it,  with 
an  anxious  desire  of  receiving  every  pos- 
sible information  regarding  tne  subjects 
to  which  its  attention  was  to  be  turned. 
He  was  not  obstinately  attached  to  his 
own  opinion;  far  from  it:  he  would 
change  it,  and  would  avow  that  change, 
not  with  shame,  but  with  an  honest  and 
manly  pride,  if  reasons  were  produced 
which  should  render  such  a  change  ne- 
cessary. The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
called  upon  the  new  members  in  the  pre* 
sent  parliament  to  recollect  the  duty 
which  they  owed  to  their  country,  atid 
had  advised  them  not  to  **  blood  them- 
selves" in  the  tervioe  of  administrmiioB. 
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Icneir  of  no  tegltlmflte  elaneti(  of  com- 
neree  more  mntpensaUe  tbei)  prol^it^'; 
lie  knew  of  no  true  substratum  on  ^ch 
'commerctfil  probity  eould  be  founded, 
but  a  red,  a  metallic  currency,  which 
ought  not  to  be  put  aside  for  a  fictitious, 
a  wueless  substitute.  He  appealed  to 
the  House,  whether  it  was  possible  to 
make  ^  more  cimdid  proposition  than 
the  one  originally  made,  it  was  a  pro- 
position against  which  no  siibstantial  ar- 
guments had  been  or  could  be  adduced. 
It  could  be  opposed  only  by  a  set  of  men 
—pseudo-merchants  he  would  call  them 
»-who,  usurping  the  old  and  legitimate 
character  of  English  merchants,  clung^ 
like  the  creeping  ity  round  the  oak  of  Bn- 
lish  greatness,  sapping  its  juices,  prey- 
ing on  its  Titalsi  and  hastening  its  de- 
Btruetion.  That  the  committee  fnr  the 
ioTestigation  of  this  most  roterestbg  and 
important  subject  should  be  aprpointed  by 
baUett  was  a  proposition  which,  sitting 
Uiere  as  ref^resentatires  of  the  nation,  he 
eonceired  it  was  the  duty  of  the  unbi- 
assed part  of  that  House  to  oppose; 
and  he  trusted  that  those  who  were  new 
members  would  take  that  opportonity  of 

giving  a  decisive  proof  of  tneir  indepen- 
ence,  by  showing  that  they  were  not  to 
be  deceived  by  the  mere  shadow  of  an 
inquiry,  which  ought  to  be  of  the  most 
substantial  character. 

Mr.  Cannings  although  he  thought  that 
all  the  general  argument  on  the  great 
question  connected  with  the  present  mo- 
tion might  be  advantageously  postponed. 
Until  the  report  of  the  committee  about 
to  be  appointed,  should  give  a  more  fa- 
Tonrabie  opportunity  of  treating  it,  and 
althou^,  with  that  impression  on  his 
mind,  it  was  his  hitention  to  trespass  but 
for  a  very  short  time  on  the  House,  was 
persuaded  they  would  leel,  after  the 
appeal,  civil  in  the  highest  degree,  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  made  to  his 
opinion  in  particular,  that  he  should  not 
deal  (airly,  either  by  himself,  or  by  the 
House,  tf  he  did  not  shortly  state  the 
grounds  on  whtdi  he  should  give  his  vote 
on  the  present  motion.  The  question  at 
issue  was,  not  whether  the  restriction  on 
cash  payments  should  be  continued  fbr 
reasons  of  common  notoriety,  or  such  ap 
toy  honourable  member  migfii  collect  by 
his  own  research,  for  his  own  information ; 
OTi  whether  that  restriction  sho^M  be 
eondnued  without  any  inquiiy  frt  all — 
|)ot,  all  narties  allowing  some  inquhry  to 
brexpedtent,  the  qoestioli  of  Ais  evening 


wat  ifo  more  titan  how  the  Inquiry  A^M 
bH  conducted,  and  in  whit  manner  the 
comqilttef  by  whidh  it  was  to  be  puivned 
should  be  cno6en.-^He  adtoftredTthe  aa- 
curacy  of  tfie  right  hon.  gentleman's  ob- 
servation, that  the  Hirfher  continuanco  of 
the  restriction  was  a  measure  of  whiili  no 
intimation  had  been  given  bst  year;  and 
he  fully  concurred  In  the  propriety  Of 
going  now  into  the  inquiry,  not  mth  a 
view  of  ascertaining  whetKer  any  aeoes<- 
sity  for  the  Qieasure  existed  at  the  pre- 
sent niomept  (for  of  thai  no  nmn  he  be- 
lieved had  a  doubt),  but  wiA  the  view  df 
ascertaining  whetner  the  state  of  the 
Bank,  and  %he  operation  of  the  esisling 
causey  of  the  continuance  of  the  restrie- 
tion  to  the  period  now  fixed  by  law,  did 
or  did  not  render  it  necessary  to  extend 
that  continuance,  fer  a  longer  period. 

The  solbject  had  been  so  iVeqoently 
^scussed  in  that  House,  that  it  was  im» 

gossible  for  any  man,  however  imperfeelly 
e  mi^ht  have  centered  it,  not  to  be 
consao^  of  tho  opinions  which  he  would 
take  into  tlie  eoramittee,  and  of  the  result 
to  which  he  should  most  anxiously  look. 
For  himself,  Arom  the  moment  wheir  he 
first  turned  hb  attention  to  the  subject, 
he  had  entertaiped  but  one  opinion^  and 
one  wish  with  respect  to  it.  He  had 
always  considered  the  Bank  restriction  a^ 
a  great-departure  froitt  the  essential  prio* 
eiples  of  our  monetary  system— a  depar- 
ture justified  only  by  necessity ;  and  he 
had^  always  looked  forward  with  an 
anxiety  which,  although  frequently  dlsap- 
pointed,  was  never  alMlted,  to  the  period 
when  (hingf  mieht  safbly  revert  to  their 
sound  and  namral  course.— He  could 
assure  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  both  in 
his  own  name  and  in  that  of  his  friends 
near  him,  tha^  not  only  whan  they  pro^ 
posed  the  continuance  of  the  restriction 
m  the  last  session,  they  sincerely  believed 
they  were  proposing  it  fbr  the  last  time^ 
but  that  up  to  September,  October,  nay» 
he  l^lieved  be  might  say  to  Kovember 
last,  but  cerlainly -to  October,  they  had 
continued  to  entertain  a  confldient  expee- 
tation  that  there  would  be  no  necessity 
fbr  renewing  the  proposition.  Ho  did  not 
however  hesitate  to  say,  that  since  that 
period  a  state  of  ^ings  hisd  arisen  which 
npd  impr^sed  on  tfie  minds  of  his  ssft- 
jesty*s  ministers  an  honest  and  consoien* 
tious,  but  unwilling  convictiont  thai  it 
was  their  dof y  to  propose  the  restriction 
again  in  the  present  session,  although  for 
a  Iknited  Ane^liiiiited  expressly  wiiii 
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7MQQfi(Mp     Could  we  ^  OD  .so  ? 

buld  it  not  be  better  to  (provide  an  io- 
come  equal  to  our  ezpenditure  bv  re^* 
yisiog  our  whole  sjatem  of  taxation  r  The 
committee  of.  finance^  which  he  thpught 
deserved  well  oi  its  country,  had  pointed 
Qut  that  the  gross  aum  expendeo  in  col-* 
lecting  the  revenue  and  m  bounties  and 
drawbacks  amounted  to  1 1,000,000^  f 
imd  he  thought  %Q0OiO0OL  of  this  might 
be  saved  by  a  careAil  revision  and  exami* 
nation  of  the  whole  subject;  and  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  objection  to 
Ihisy  after  the  necessity  that  had  com<« 
polled  us  to  reduce  the  gallant  army  and 
iMrtillery  that  had  saved  the  countryi  as 
well  as  our  brave  navy.  He.  thought  we 
might  add  to  the  revenue  4,()0OtO0O2.t  by 
•ubstituling  a  property  tax  for  the  odious 
and  oppressive  assessed  taxes,  the  House 
and  window  taxes,  which  produced  toge« 
ther  about  SfiOOfiOOL ;  whereas  a  pro- 
perty tax  would  produce  at  10  per  cent 
20|000,OOOZ. .  With  these  and  4tfi00i000l. 
from  the  sinking  fund,  an  increased  re- 
▼enne  would  be  found  of  10,000,000/., 
with  a  clear  sinking  fund  of  10,000,000^ 
in  addition*  This  wonld  be  a  firm  base 
for  the  country  to  rest  on»  and  property 
of  all  sorts  would  revive  afler  such  ar- 
nngements.  He  deprecated  an  income 
tax  aa  inquisitorial  and  objectionable  in 
the  extreme;  and  in  proposing  a  tax  on 
pronerty,  he  only  meant  that  it  should 
apply  to  real  property  (and  not  to  trade 
«r  professions  }i  by  which  only  Ike  af- 
fluent, the  miser,  and  the  absentee  #ould 
be  taxed,  and  thie  industrious  classes  of 
Ae  community,  who  laboured  bard  for 
aubsistence,  and  who  were  now  almost 
borne  down  by  the  weight  of  the  aasessed, 
window,  and  house  taxes,  would  be  re- 
lieved by  their  reped,  which  would  give 
them  new  life,  energy,  and  vigouri  in- 
fltead  of  their  affections  being  alienated 
lirom  the  government  by  the  constant 
viMts  of  (he  informer  and  collector,  from 
whose  charges  and  surcharges  they  could 
onlv  appeafto  an  arbitrary  tribunaL  He 
iiad  no  doubt  of  the  Bank  being  prepared 
Co  meet  cash  payments,  bat  it  would  re- 
quire a  much  larger  sum  in  specie  to  re- 
turn from  this  extraordinary  state,  which 
one  and  twenty  years  had  prpduced,  than 
io  have  gone  on  with  cash  jpavnients ; 
susd  he,  uecefiNre,  recommenoed  in  the 
proporti«&   of    three  to  two,   as    the 

EvemmoDt  repaid  tbe  Bank,  that  the 
ink  should  be  obliged,  to  purchase  gdd 
fyf  the  period  of  Uiofeitfictiea ;  bj  WSkb 


^rationi  the  currency-  would  not  be 
hauted  too  auddenly,  and  that  as  the 
Bank  had  made  bo  man  v  millions  by  the 
restriction,  be  trusted  that  it  would,  with 
its  usual  Uberality,  disbursepart  of  those 
profits  io  procuring  gold  sufficient  for  the 
currency  against  the  period  when  the  re« 
striction  should  be  taken  o£  That,  a^ 
to  the  stale  of  the  exchanges,  he  did 
not  agree  with  the  noble  lord.;  and 
thou^t  that,  whenever  the  Bank  re* 
turn^  to  cash  payments,  the  exchanges 
would  regulate  themselves  in  time  of 
peace.  When  the  exchange  was  againsir 
us,  if  the  Bank  was  paying  in  specie,  we 
could  export  gold,  if  we  were  the  debtor 
country,  to  the  creditor  countrjr,  and 
stop  the  rate  of  the  exdiange  agamst  us  i 
as  gold  arriving  in  quantity  woiud  reduoe 
its  own  value,  and  would  m  return  be  ex« 
ported  to  pay  necessary  debts— provided 
tbe  atate  of  circumstances  was  not  ver|r 
extraordinary,  and  the  balance  of  tram 
was  not  againsir  us.  This  was  no  new 
principle  in  exchange ;  and  whenever  we 
paid  m  specie,  the  exchange,  if  left  tp 
lUelf,  would  set  itself  right.  He  appre^ 
hend^  the  unfunded  debt  must  begot 
rid  of  before  the  Bank  could  pay  in  cash« 
and  that  this  was  the  great  and  substan^ 
tial  objection  to  the  imn^ediate  resumption 
of  cash  payments. 

Mr.  JUemal  said,  that  as  a  new  membev 
he  had  no  claim  on  tbe  attention  of  the 
House,  but  that  which  the  possession  of 
a  little  stock  of  common  sense,  and  he 
hoped  a  larger  stock  of  honesty  and  in* 
dependence,  might  give  him.  He  could 
assore  the  House  he  had  no  bias  on  the 
subject.  He  had  listened  to  every  sylla« 
ble  uttered  by  the  right  hen.  gentleman 
who  moved  tne  original  proposition,  and 
he  bad  paid  equal  attention  to  all  that 
had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  and  the  noble  se- 
cretary of  state.  He  assured  the  House, 
that  if  the  impression  which  had  been 
made  upon  his  mind  by  the  luminous  ex- 
position of  the  right  hon.  member  for 
knaresboroogh,  hm  been  in  the  smallest 
degree  removed  by  tbe  speeches  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  the  noble  lord 
opposite*  he  would  freely  confess  it.  But 
the  reverse  was  the  case.  The  noble  lord 
cautioned  the  House  against  taking  a 
false  step*  A  false  step,  howeveri  it 
would  in  his  opinion,  take,  if  it  did 
not  adopt  the  original  motion.  The 
noble  lorn  had  also  talked  of  the  legitf* 
ante  elementa  of  conunerce.    Now^  he 
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Imeir  of  no  Wtdmiite  elemeti^  of  cotn- 
snercf  more  iocn^pensaMo  tbai^  probity ; 
he  knew  of  no  true  sabstnrtum  on  ^ch 
comnieroial  probity  coald  be  founded, 
bnt  a  real,  a  netallic  currency,  which 
ought  not  to  be  put  aside  for  a  flctitiou9y 
a  T^ueless  substitute.  He  appealed  to 
the  House,  whether  it  was  possible  to 
make  n  more  candid  proposition  than 
the  one  originally  made,  it  was  a  pro* 
position  against  which  no  substantial  ar- 
guments had  been  or  could  be  adduced. 
It  could  be  opposed  only  by  a  set  of  men 
^-->pseudo-merchants  he  would  call  them 
^-who,  usurping  the  old  and  legitimate 
eharacter  of  English  merchants,  clung, 
like  the  creeping  ivy  round  the  oak  of  Bn- 
tish  greatness,  sapping  its  juices,  prey- 
ing on  its  Titalffi  and  hastening  its  i^ 
atruetfon.  That  the  committee  for  the 
Investigation  of  this  most  interesting  and 
important  subject  should  be  appointed  l>y 
bauot,  was  a  proposition  wbiob,  nttin^ 
there  as  repiiesentati^es  oP  the  nation,  he 
eonceired  it  was  the  duty  of  the  unbi- 
assed part  of  that  House  to  oppose; 
and  he  trusted  that  tho^e  who  were  new 
toembers  would  take  that  op|)ortonity  of 
ffiving  II  decisive  proof  of  tneir  indepen- 
dence! by  showing  that  they  were  not  to 
be  deceived  by  the  mere  shadow  of  an 
inquiry,  which  ought  to  be  of  the  most 
substantial  character. 

Mr.  Cannings  although  he  thought  that 
all  the  general  argument  on  the  great 
question  connected  with  the  present  mo- 
tion might  be  advantageously  postponed, 
tmtil  the  report  of  the  committee  about 
to  be  appointed,  should  give  a  more  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  treating  it,  and 
although,  with  tliat  impression  on  his 
mind,  it  was  bis  intention  to  trespass  but 
for  a  very  short  time  on  the  House,  was 
persuaded  they  would  feel,  after  the 
appeal,  civil  in  the  highest  degree,  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  made  to  his 
opinion  in  particular,  that  he  should  not 
deal  fairly,  either  by  himself,  or  by  the 
House,  if  he  did  not  shortly  state  the 
grounds  on  whidi  he  should  give  hn  vote 
on  the  present  motion.  The  question  at 
issue  was,  not  whether  the  restriction  on 
cash  payments  should  be  continued  (br 
reasons  of  common  notoriety,  or  such  a/i 
any  honourable  member  might  collect  by 
his  own  researchi  for  his  own  infbrmationt ; 
6r,  whether  that  restriction  shoqM  be 
Continued  without  any  tnqiiiiy  at  all— 
bat,  all  parties  allowing  some  inquiry  to 
br  expedient^  the  questioti  of  tfaia  evening 
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waa  ifo  more  thjst^  how  the  Inquiiy  AoaM 
b^  conducted,  and  in  whut  manner  the 
cpmqiitte^  by  whi€^  it  was  to  be  puivaed 
should  be  cnosen.-^He  adAiftted  the  ad- 
euracy  of  tiie  right  hon.  gentleman's  ob- 
servation, that  the  iiirther  contisuanco  of 
thc^  restriction  was  a  measure  of  whii^  no 
intimation  had  been  given  last  year;  and 
he  lolly  coiicurred  in  the  proprietv  Of 
going  now  into  the  inquiry,  not  wjlth  a 
View  of  ascertaining  whether  any  necea^ 
sity  for  the  measure  existed  at  tlie  pre- 
sent niomept  (for  of  thai  no  man  be  be- 
lieved had  a  doubt  V  but  with  the  view  Of 
ascertaining  whetner  the  slate  of  the 
Bank,  and  the  operation  of  the  existing 
causea  of  Uie  continuance  of  tho  restrio> 
tion  to  the  period  now  feed  by  law,  did 
or  did  not  render  it  necessary  to  extend 
that  continuance,  ibr  a  longer  period. 

The  subject  had  been  ao  frequently 
discussed  in  that  House,  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  any  man,  however  imperfeetiy 
Ke  mipht  have  coni^dered  it,  not  to  be 
consaotis  of  tho  opinions  which  he  would 
take  into  tfie  committee,  and  of  the  result 
to  which  he  flJrauM  most  anxiously  look. 
For  himself,  iVom  the  moment  wheir  he 
first  turned  his  attention  to  the  subject, 
lie  had  entertained  bnt  eiie  opinion^  and 
one  wish  with  Vespect  to  it.  He  had 
always  considered  the  Bank  restrvctfon  aa 
a  gceaHleparture  from  the  essential  prio- 
ci^es  of  our  monetary  system— a  depar- 
ture justified  only  by  necessity ;  sfnd  he 
had  always  looked  forward  with  an 
anxiety  wmch,  although  frequently  disap- 
pointed, was  never  alnlted,  to  the  period 
when  things  mieht  safely  revert  to  their 
sound  and  natural  course.— He  could 
assure  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  both  in 
his  own  naitee  and  in  diat  of  his  frienda 
near  him,  tba(  not  only  when  they  pro* 

gosed  the  continuance  of  the  restriction 
1  the  last  sesaion,  they  sincerely  believed 
they  were  proposing  it  fbr  the  last  lime^ 
but  that  up  to  September,  October,  nay, 
he  believed  he  might  aay  to  November 
last,  but  certainly  to  October,  they  had 
continued  to  entertain  a  eonfidient  expee* 
tatipn  that  there  would  be  no  necessity 
for  renewing  the  proposition.  He  did  not 
however  hesitate  to  say,  that  aince  that 
period  a  state  of  Aings  aad  arisen  which 
nad  tmpresaad  on  Ae  minds  of  his  ma* 
jesty^s  ministers  an  hon^  and  consoien* 
tious,  but  unwilKng  conviction^  Ibal  It 
was  their  duty  to  propose  the  restrietioii 
again  in  the  present  session,  although  for 
a  limited  ihiie«->liniited  expressly  wjlll 
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tbt  vie«r  .of  BhqwtDgf  that  it  WM.tiieir 
•inoere  persuasion  aod  beliefv  that  the 
term  of  that  restrictton  might  then  be 
permitted  to  expire.  With  this  ilouble 
coaviction  on  their  minds—first,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  Bank  to^  resume 
their  cash  payments  at  the  period  now 
pvescribed  by  law,  and  secondly,  that  the 
winding  up  of  all  those  circumstances 
which  rendered  the  extension  of  the  re- 
striction necessary,  would  be  completed 
even  by  so  early  a  period  as  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1820;  he  would  nqt  hesitate 
to  avow,  that  it  was  their  original  inten- 
tion to  propose  to  parliament  that  short 
continuance  of  the  restriction  without  any 
inquiry.  To  put  the  House  in  possession 
of  a  comtdete  detail  of  all  the  circum- 
stances wnich  brought  the  question  to  its 
present  aspect,  he  must  here  sute,  that 
which  his  right  bon.  friend,  and  his  noble 
iriend  who  preceded  him  in  the  debate, 
had  omitted;  namelvv  that,  having  in  the 
first  instance  (as  he  bad  already  olwerved) 
resolved  to  propose  the  extension  of  the 
restriction,  witnout  inquiry,  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1820,  his  majesty's  ministera 
were  subsequentlv  induced  to  alter  that 
day  to  the  1st  of  March,  in  order  that 
parliament  might  be  sitting  at  the  time  of 
the  opening  of  the  Bank,  the  determi* 
nation  being  at  the  same  time  taken,  that 
if,  most  unfortunately,  their  expectations 
ahould  then  again  l>e  disappointed,  and 
they  should  again  find  imposed  upon 
them  the  unpleasant  duty  of  proposing 
the  further  conttnuance  of  the  restnction, 
thev  would  n^t  make^  that  proposition 
witnout  themselves  originating  the  fullest 
parliamentary  ioouiry.  tn  that  disposi- 
tion the.  session  or  parliament  was  opened. 
On  the  very  first  night,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  gave  a  notice  which 
was  evidently  meant  to  anticipate  any  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
to  bring  the  subject  before  the  House. 
That  occurrence  alone  suggested  no  mo- 
tive to  his  majesty's  government  for 
changing  the  course  which  they  had  re* 
solved  to  pursue ;  but  on  the  succeeding 
day,  a  necessity  for  such  a  change  was 
suggested  by  the  communication  from 
the  Bank  to  which  his  noble  and  his  right 
hoot  friend  had  adverted.  A  number^  of 
gentlemen  constituting  the  governing 
committee  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank, 
waited  on  his  right  hon.  friend,  and  in- 
formed him,  that  it  would  in  their  opi- 
nion be  a  delusion,  to  imagine  that  cash 
payments  could  be  resumed  at  the  period 


intended,  to  be  p*oposede*naniely,  the 
1st  March  1820;  that  to  state  tlie  present 
cause  of  the  continuance  of. the  restriction 
as  only  of  such  a  temporary  nature,  would  bo 
to  mislead  those  whose  opinions  might  bm 
formed  on  the  statement,  and  they,  with* 
out  any  unwillingness  on  their  own  part 
to  resume  their  cash  payments,  provided 
the  legislature  shoula  think  fit,  never* 
thelcss  preferred  submitting  to  the  con- 
sequences, whatever  they  might  be,  of  a 
parliamentary  inquiry,  to  the  being  parties 
to  a  measure  which  could  only  raise  ex* 
pectations  which  must  infallibly  be  dis- 
appointed.-~Before  it  was  assumed*— as  it 
bad  been  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
—that  government  had  altered  their  in* 
tention  from  unworthy  subserviency  to 
any  body  of  men,  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered in  what  a  new  situation  the  com* 
munication  in  ouestion placed  them,  chang* 
ing  as  it  did  toe  very  elements  on  which 
their  judgment  bad  been  formed.  They 
had  originally  determined  to  extend  the 
restriction  to  a  abort  time  beyond  the 
period  now  prescribed,  by  the  act  of 
parliament  of  last  session,  on  the  convio* 
tion  that  aufficient  reasons  existed  to 
render  the  resumption  at  that  period 
unsafe.  Those  reasons  were  in  theic 
minds  so  evident,  and  so  generally  ac« 
knowledged,  that  no  inquiry  into  them 
would  have  been  considered  necessary. 
And  the  shortness  of  the  new  postpone- 
ment which  it  was  intended  to  propose 
would,  they  flattered  themselves,  nave 
been  accepted  as  a  security,  for  the  sin* 
cerity  with  which  the  intention  and  the 
expectation  of  then  terminating  the  re- 
striction were  entertained.  But  here 
came  an  offer  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  to 
show  by  evidence,  that  the  return  to  cash 
payments  at  the  time  intended  to  be  pro- 
posed would  be  as  unsafe  as  at  the  tima 
at  present  prescribed.  That  this  commu- 
nication should  hsve  been  made  by  the 
Bank  precisely  at  the  moment  when  it 
was  made,  on  the  day  subsequent  to  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  and  alter  the  go* 
vemment  had  disclosed  the  course  which 
it  was  in  contemplation  to  pursue  ;^that  it 
should  not  have  been  made  twenty-four 
hours  sooner— by  which  such  disdosuro 
would  have  been  prevented  ;^tbat  it 
should  not  have  been  made  at  any  of  the 
many  interviewa  between  the  Treasury 
and  the  Bank  at  which  the  term  to  be 
fixed  for  the  renewed  restriction  wu  dfr» 
bated,  discussed,  and  finsUy  settled— are 
circumstances  for  which  he  neither  could 
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in^tendy  nor  wis  boubd)  to  account*  He 
fttatcd  the  fact  as  it  had  occur red»  and  he 
ataled  it  in  the  presence  of  those  who 
would  contradict  him  if  he  stated  it  in« 
eorrectlj. 

What,  then,  bad  bis  majesty's  govern- 
ment  to  do  upon  this  extraordinary  and 
unexpected  communication  ?  What  else 
but  what  they  did  I  To  accept  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Bank,  and  propose  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  matters  upon 
which  the  opinion  of  the  Bank  was  founds 
ed.  Was  there  any  thing  in  that  which 
could  be  attributed  to  want  of  principal, 
or  to  subserviency  to  other  men's  will?  In 
all  former  debates  on  the  subject  within 
his  memory,  it  had  been  constantly,  and 
eVen  studiously  and  emulously  admitted 
on  all  sides,  that  the  Bank  were  perfectly 
able  and  willing  to  pay  in  cash,  and  that 
their  only  desire  was,  to  be  passive  in  the 
lunds  or  parliameot,  submitting  to  what- 
ever regulations  might,  on  public  grounds, 
be  deemed  expedient.  But  the  commu- 
nication, now  for  the  Brst  time  made  by 
the  Bank,  and  their  plain  and  unqualified 
declaration,  that  to  describe  the  causes 
which  rendered  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments  an  unsafe  measure  as  only  tem- 
porary would  be  to  propagate  a  delusion 
throughout  the  country ; — these  unfore- 
seen and  unexpected  circumstances  placed 
the  question  on  an  entirely  new  ground. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  taunted  his 
right  boD.  friend,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  for  what  he  was  pleased  to 
call  his  facile  and  flexible  concession  to 
the  Bank«  But  how  would  the  right  hon; 
gentleman  have  taunted  his  majesty's  go« 
▼emment,  if  they  had  neglected  this 
notice  on  the  part  of  the  Bank ;— if,  pes* 
aessed  of  the  information  which  the  Bank 
communicated  to  them,  they  had  never- 
theless persevered  in  their  intention  of 
only  proposing  the  continuance  of  the 
restriction  for  a  short  period,  and  that 
without  any  parUamentary  inquiry  2 
Would  he  not  in  that  case  have  accused 
theib,  and  with  much  greater  show  of 
reason,  of  proceeding  to  legislate  in  the 
dark,  and  on  grounds  of  which  they  them- 
aebres  well  knew  the  fallaciousness?  Would 
he  not  have  asked  them  if  such  a  com- 
monicatkm  had  not  been  made  to  them, 
and  would  be  not  have  urged  it  against 
them  as  a  reproach  that  ^Aen  now,  for 
the  first  time  these  twenty  years,  the 
Bank  had  voluntarily  cone  forward  to 
aolieit  inqoirT,  their  solicitation  had  been 
repulsed?  Was  it  not  clear  that  his  ma- 
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jesty's  ministers  would  have  acted  no- 
tairly  to  themselves,  to  the  Bank,  to  the 
House,  and  to  the  public,  if  they  had 
done  otherwise  than  they  were  doing, — ^if 
they  had  persisted  in  proposing  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  restriction  for  a  limited 
period  only,  while  they  had  in  their 
pockets  a  document  which  warned  theniy 
that  the  return  to  cash  payment  could 
not  with  safety  be  made  at  the  expiration 
of  that  period?  Under  those  circum* 
stances,  tnerefore,  there  was  but  one  clear 
course  for  ffovemment  to  pursue,  one 
only  by  which  they  could  meet  and  refute 
all  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  taunts  of 
ter^ersation;  namely,  to  state  the  facta 
which  had  occurred  to  derange  the  ele- 
ments of  their  previous  decision,  and  which 
therefore  justified  the  change  in  their 
proposition  to  parliament 

In  thus  stating  the  reasons  which  bad 
induced  government  to  adopt  the  course 
they  were  pursuing,  he  had  in  efiect  aoti« 
cipated  the  question  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  committee  to  be  appointed  being 
a  committee  of  secrecy.  The  committee 
was  to  inquire  into  the  private  afiairs  of 
the  Bank,  and  it  would  obviously  be  to 
violate  a  private  right  were  those  afiairs 
to  be  exposed  to  the  public  But  then 
came  the  usual  reprobation  of  a  committee 
chosen  by  ballot,  accompanied  by  all  the 
trite,  common-place,  worn-out  arsumentt 
against  such  a  committee,  which,  dthough 
they  had  wearied  the  old  parliament,  it 
seemed  to  be  thought  might  be  tried  with 
success  on  the  new.  In  what  did  a  com- 
mittee chosen  by  ballot  differ  from  one 
nominated  in  the  House  I  In  one  essential 
point  it  was  better ;  for,  in  proposing  a 
committee  by  name,  the  House  could  only 
judge,  eonseciitively  and  individually  of 
each  member  as  he  was  proposed;  while 
in  appointing  a  committee  by  bidlot  they 
were  enabled  to  judge,  not  only  of  the  fit« 
ness  of  each  individual  member  for  a  share 
in  the  task  proposed  to  be  allotted  to  the 
committee,  but  of  their  fitqess  with  rela- 
tion to  one  another  as  a  whole.  It  could 
not  be  denied,  that  the  efficiency  of  a 
committee  depended  in  no  slight  degree 
on  the  association  of  individuals  who, 
however  difierently  some  of  them  n^ight 
view  the  same  question,  were  best  capa- 
ble, from  their  skill  and  experieace  in 
the  subject  of  the  inquiry,  to  place  every 
topic  which  related  to  it  in  the  clearest 
point  of  view,  to  counteract  each  other's 
prejudices,  and  correct  each  other's  judg- 
ments. '<  Aye/'  said  tlie  opponents  of  the 
(S) 
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ballot,  "  but  then  there  is  influence.''  He 
(Mr.  C.)    had  always  understood   that 
ballots  were  origrnally  resorted  to  for  the 
very  purpose  of  destroying  iniluence.   He 
certainly  knew  of  places  where  ballots 
were  resorted  to  for  that  express  purpose, 
and  where,  if  such  a  mode  of  appoint- 
ment were  relinquished,  there  would  be 
no  end  to  the  just  complaints  of  influence 
of  the  most  direct  and  operative  kind. 
He  would  grant  to  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man that  on  this  subject  no  secrets  ought 
to  be  kept  from  the  new  members.     It 
was  probable— highly  probable— that  each 
of  the  new  members  would  And  upon  his 
table  to*morrow  morning — coming  there 
no  doubt  by  some  invisible  hand,  a  list 
of  a  proposed  committee,  some  of  them 
from  one  side  of  the  House,  some  from 
the  other — some  perhaps  more  fortunate 
from  both :  such  at  least  was  the  practice 
in  his  (Mr.  C.'s)  younger  days;  at  which 
time,  as  regularly  as  one  list  came  from 
ministers,  another  proceeded  from  the  op- 
position, and  those  two  lists  were  handed 
about  the  House,  each  exhibiting  a  won- 
derful correspondence  in  the  names-  of 
which  it  was  composed.    If  such  a  prac- 
tice were  to  be  adopted  in  the  present  in- 
stance, he  should  be  glad  to  know  how  it 
would  prejudice  a  fair  appointment  of  the 
committee?  The  young  and  inexperienced 
member,  for  whom  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man expressed  so  much  concern,  might 
examine  those  lists  by  himself,  in  the 
solitude  of  his  closet,  or  he  might  call  in 
the  assistance  of  some  other  new  mem- 
ber, as  young  and  tender  as  himself;  they 
might  then,  upon  comparison  of  qualities 
and  balance  of  endowments,  erase,  change, 
substitute  at  their  pleasure, — strike  out 
such  names  as  might  be  obnoxious  to 
them,  and  put  their  corrected  lists  into 
the  glasses  with  the  consciousness  of  hav- 
ing jud^d  for  the  best,   and  with  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  no  human  eye 
had  supervised  the  process,  or  could  de- 
tect the  result  of  their  deliberations.     So 
far  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  himself 
concurred  in  enlightening  the  young  mem- 
bers.   But  he  (Mr.  C.)  thought  it  fair  to 
go  fitrther.    He  woula  tell  these  young 
gentlemen,  that  they  were  not  aware  of 
all  the  amusement  which  it  was  probable 
they  would  derive  from  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  by  ballot.    He  was  afraid, 
indeed,  that  he  might  by  this  anticipation, 
deprive  them  of  the  pleasure  of  surprise, 
and  thereby  weaken  the  effect  of  the  exhi- 
bition.   But  upon  the  whole  it  was  better 


to  be  quite  open  with  them,  and  so  h# 
would  tell  them  all.  They  must  know, 
then,  that  to-morrow  they  might  expecft 
a  scene  the  most  aniusing  and  comical 
that  they  could  imagine.  The  joke  wab 
an  old  joke  to  be  sure ;  but  though  an  old 
joke,  still  it  might  be  new  to  new  mem* 
hers,  for  some  hon.  gentleman'  on  the 
other  side  of  the  HduSe  who  had  cot  hM 
of  one  of  the  proposed  lists  of  Mis  (the 
ministerial)  side,  gravely  to 'propound  a 
question  to  the  Speaker,  whether  or  noc 
it  was  allowable  to  offisr  a  wager  in  the 
House,  and  on  being  answered  in  the 
negative,  to  declare  tmt  he  was  only  pre* 
vented  by  the  decision  of  the  ehair  on  the 
impropriety  of  such  a  proceeding,  from 
laying  a  wager  that  he  would  read  the 
names  of  the  committee  upon  whom  the 
choice  of  the  House  would  follow.  It  was 
then  the  usage  for  such-  an  hon.  member 
solemnly  to  read  his  list,  and  in  the  coin* 
cidence  between  that  list  and  the  list  sob* 
sequently  returned  by  the  scrutineers,  lay 
the  whole  humour  of  the  proceeding. 
This  coincidence  never  failed*to  convulse 
the  oldest  House  of  Commons  with 
laughter.  The  office  of  producing  the 
list  had  generally  fallen  to  some  honour* 
able  member  on  the  second  bench  of  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  whose  counte- 
nance was  of  the  gravest  cast,  every 
thing  depending  on  the  seriousness  with 
which  the  wager  was  propounded.  Who 
would  on  the  present  occasion  undertake 
the  task  of  getting  up  and  displaying  his 
skill  in  guessing,  he  knew  not*  He  should 
be  sorry  if  what  he  had  said  should  have 
the  eftect  of  preventing  the  joke,  from 
which  he  trusted  the  young  members 
would  not  receive  less  amusement  and  in« 
struction  than  their  predecessors  had  al* 
ways  received. 

Now,  for  himself,  he  ceuld  not  pretend 
to  the  gifk  of  anticipation  to  be  possessed 
to-morrow  by  the  hon.  gentlemen  oppo* 
site;  yet  he  might,  without  trenching  on 
their  province  or  prerogative,  say,  if  not 
exactly  of  whom,  yet  of  what  materials 
such  a  committee  as  that  proposed  ouffht, 
in  his  opinion,  lo  consist.  He  thought  it 
ought  to  be  formed  in  such  a  manner  aste 
give  general  satisfaction  to  the  House, 
and  to  the  country;  and  that  satisfitctioa 
it  could  not  give  if  it  did  not  comprise, 
without  any  distinction  of  political  party, 
he  would  not  say  every  man,  because  the 
amount  must  be  limited  by  the  number  of 
the  committee,  but  a  large  proportion  of 
those  individ^ds  on  both  sides  of  the 
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Hovae, '  whom  common  fiune  pointed  out 
ai  having  turned  their  attention  to  the 
•tttdy  of  the  question,  connected  with  the 
theory  or  practice  of  our  monetary  sy«tero. 
It  wi^uld  in  his  opinion  be  unfairly  coti- 
atituted  if  it  did  not  comprehend  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Tierney), 
and  Buoh  a  number  of  those  who  sat 
around  that  rieht  hon*  gentleman  as  might 
nake  htm  feel  that  he  was  not  unsup- 
ported; and  if  it  did  not  also  include  a 
aimilar  portion  of  the  members  of  his  ma- 
jesty's government,  and  those  who  gene- 
tally  concurred  with  them*  He  would 
add,  that  such  a  committee  would  not  be 
wisely  constituted,  if  it  did  not  contain  a 
aufficient  number  of  individuals  attached 
to  neither  party,  and  with  ounds  altogether 
unbiassed  on  tlie  particular  questions  to 
be  discussed  to  prevent  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee  from  degenerating  into 
a  politiad  contest,  when  the  object  of  all 
ought  to  be  a  search  after  political  truth. 
For  his  own  part,  if  he  had  the  honour  to 
be  appointed  a  member  of  the  committee, 
although  he  must  of  course  carry  with 
him  the  abstract  opinions  which  be  had 
formed  on  the  points  at  issue,  he  would 
take  xsare  that  those  opinions  should  be 
perfiectly  open  to  qualification  from  the 
Acts  which  the  inquiry  might  elicit.  He 
would  endeavour  to  discover,  not  so  much 
the  shortest  as  the  safest  way  of  returning 
to  cash  payments.  He  said  safe,  rather 
than  short,  because  there  were  methods 
of  obtaining  the  resumption  recommended 
to  the  pubhc,  and  by  no  mean  authorities, 
abort  indeed,  but  not  salutary. 

In  truth,  independently  of  the  commu- 
Bication  from  the  Bank,  he  (Mr.  C.)  was 
glad  that  the  original  plan  was  so  far 
changed,  as  that  an  inquiry  was  now  to 
take  place.  For  since  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  the  old  controversy  on  this 
aubject  had  been  revived.  A  new  flight 
of  pamphlets  had  lighted  on  the  town. 
In  such  a  state  of  thmgs,  it  was  evident, 
that  a  dispute  so  warmly  carried  on  must 
be  decided  somewhere,   and  surely  no 

tiace  was  so  (it  for  the  decision  as  that 
louse.  In  some'  of  the  pamphlets  to 
which  he  alluded*  he  had  seen  doctrines 
aa  much  opposed  to  one  another  as  they 
were  in  many  respects  opposed  to  truth. 
Some  of  them  were  as  adverse  to  the  prin- 
cipla  of  resumption,  as  others  were  to  the 
pnnciple  of  restriction.  In  some,  princi- 
ples were  advanced  and  supported  with 
apparent  plausibility,  which  he  considered 
as  of  dangerous  ana  alarming  tendency  to 
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a  commercial  country.  There  was  the 
determined  opposition  to  the  continuation 
of  the  restriction  under  any  circum- 
stances, and  there  was  the  avowed  ob- 
jection to  the  resumption  at  any  time, 
such  as  that  of  his  worthy  friend  Mr. 
Cropper.  From  these  opposite  extremes, 
he  recoiled  with  eaual  repugnance.  But 
seeing  these  conflicting  schemes  thus 
boldly  proposed  and  vigorously  canvassed, 
he  was  glad  that  an  ample,  and  he  trusted 
he  might  add,  an  impartial  parliamentary 
inquiry  was  about  to  take  place,  as  that 
would  very  much  tend  to  settle  the  public 
mind  on  the  siibject. 

With  respect  to  the  allusions  which  had 
been  made  to  his  former  opinions  on  this 
question,  he  should  say,  that  he  remem- 
bered how  he  had  spoken,  and  it  should 
also  be  remembered  how  he  had  voted  on 
that  occasion.    He  went  the  full  length 
of  many  honourable  gentlemen  opposite 
in  support  of  that  monetary  system,   a 
recurrence  to  which,  whenever  it  could 
take  place  with  safety,  he  conceived  to  be 
so  necessary  for  the  protection  of  a  sound 
currency,   and  for  the    maintenance  of 
public  credit  and  public  faith;   but  he 
could  not,  and  did  not  agree  with  them  in 
every  point  which  they  liad  maintained, 
nor  did  he  go  with  them  (as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  might  remember]  to  their 
then  practical  conclusion.      He  was  then 
and  still  against  tlie  principle  of  restric- 
tion where  restriction  could  be  avoided ; 
but  when  the  necessity  for  that  measure 
was  alleged  by  so  many  upright,  honoura* 
ble,  and  independent  men.  whose  expe- 
rience made  their  opinions  of  still  greater 
weight;  when  he  saw  such  men  (who, 
by  the  way,  seemed  to  be  treated  with 
little  respect  by  some  honourable  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the   House) 
give  their  united   opinions    against  the 
immediate  resumption  of  cash  payments, 
he  felt  that  the  benefits  which  might  be 
expected  from  that  resumption,  if  rashly 
urged,  might  not  be  commensurate  with 
the  hazard.    If,  in  tlie  opinion  of  such 
men,  the  danger  of  the  attempt  was  immi- 
nent, much  as  he  wished  for  the  measure, 
he  would  rather  encounter  the    conse- 
quences of  delay  than  those  of  precipi- 
tancy.   He  would  enter  on  the  inquiry 
with  openness  and  candour,  and  his  future 
conduct  on  the  subject  should  be  guided 
by  the  facts  which  it  misht  bring  to  light* 
— Take,  for  instance,  the  question  about 
exchanges,  and  the  turn  m  our  favour 
which  uie  resumption  of  cash  payments 
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taight  give  them  as  a  specimen  of  the 
controversy  which  was  now  ragingi  and  as 
a  proof  of  the  danger  of  legislating  hastily 
upon  the  subject.  The  question  was  put 
— bow  coula  the  Bank  open  when  the 
exchange  was  against  us  ?  To  this  it  was 
answered,  that  the  amount  of  the  issues 
hj  the  Bank  regulated  the  rate  of  ex-> 
change,  and  that  if  the  issues  were  dimi- 
nishedy  the  exchange  would  turn  in  our 
favour*  On  this  point  there  were  con* 
flicting  opinions  entertained  by  some  of 
the  most  mtelligent  men  in  the  country. 
If  he  (Mr.  C),  were  asked  what  was  his 
opinion  upon  it,  whether  he  himself 
thought  that  a  diminution  of  the  issues 
would  have  the  effects  ascribed  to  it,  he 
should  reply*  without  hesitation,  that  he 
thought  it  would ;  but  then  eame  another 
question,  to  which  he  was  not  equally 
prepared  to  give  an  answer.  At  what 
costP-^Here,  therefore,  was  a  difficulty 
which  a  man  might  be  a  philoso{^er  and 
Yiot  see,  but  which,  if  he  did  see,  he  must 
be  something  less  than  a  philosopher  not 
to  allow  to  be  a  fit  ground  for  pausing, 
and  therefore  a  fit  subject  for  inquiry. 

He  had  now  done  with  the  main  sub- 
ject of  debate,  and  should  only  observe 
on  one  or  two  other  points  which  had  been 
mentioned  by  an  faon^  gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  F.  Lewis >.  That  hon.  gentleman 
had  professed  himself  to  be  a  friend  to  an 
open  rather  than  to  a  secret  committee ; 
and  was  unwilling,  that  what  he  called  the 
supplications  of  the  Bank  for  the  latter, 
should  be  listened  to  by  the  House.  But 
the  hon.  gentleman  and  the  right  hon. 

fentleman  also,  had  quite  misunderstood 
is  right  hon.  friend,  and  hsd  mistaken 
the  ground  on  which  the  Bank  stood  in 
this  busmess.  It  was  a  mistake  to  sup- 
pose that  his  right  hon*  friend  had  said,  that 
the  purport  of  the  communication  made 
hy  the  Bank,  was  the  inability  of  that 
body  to  resume  payments  in  cash.  They 
merely  came,  and  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  a  delusion  to  suppose 
that  the  restriction  could  be  limited  to  a 
very  short  period.  They  offered  proof  in 
support  of  that  opinion,  and  his  right  hon. 
friend  proposed  to  the  House  to  accept 
that  ofier.  It  was  nothing  to  the  govern- 
ment or  to  the  House  what  might  be  the 
motives  of  the  Bank  in  making  their  com- 
munication. If  the  fact  which  they  al- 
leged could  be  established,  the  motive 
which  dictated  the  communication  was  of 
no  importance.  He  regretted  that  this 
had  not  been  distinctly  understood  at  an 


eaiiier  part  of  the  evnio^,  aa  it  wooU 
have  saved  his  right  hon.  friend  from  the 
blows  he  had  received  in  his  political 
skirmish  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  if 
indeed  that  could  be  called  a  skirmish, 

^  Ubi  lu  pulsas,  ego  vapulo  tantum.'' 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  certainly 
laid  on  his  strokes  of  ridicule  and  severity 
as  unmercifully  as  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  submitted  to  them  quietly  and  good 
humouredly^  The  moment  it  was  known 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  had  altered  his 
plan,  and  that  the  reasons  for  making  the 
change  were  avowed,  then  came  the 
charge,  that  **  the  Bank  wish  to  continue 
the  restriction  for  their  own  profit,  and 
they  insist  on  your  inquiring  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  continuing  it,  and  you  inquire  be* 
cause  you  wish  to  gratify  them."  Bet  it 
by  no  means  followed,  that  in  adopting 
the  Bank's  measure,  his  ri^ht  hon.  friend 
acted  upon  the  Bank's  motives^  His  right 
hon.  fnend  agreed  to  the  inquiry  pro« 
posed  by  the  Bank,  without  caring  what 
might  be  the  object  in  proposing  it.  The 
inquiry  might  be  proper,  thoogh  the 
object  might  be  questionable,  and  the 
inquirjr  might  produce  benefit,  though 
the  original  object  for  which  it  was  sug- 
gested might  not  be  attained.  The  eardi 
stood  upon  an  elephant^  and  the  elephant 
upon  a  tortoise;  but  the  right  hon*  gen* 
tleman  was  for  leaving  out  the  elephant; 
The  Bank  was  the  interaiMUary  between 
the  House  and  the  inquiry.  The  Bank 
might  call  for  the  inquiry  for  its  own  pur- 
poses ;  his  right  hon.  friend  might  agree 
to  it  for  his*  But  it  was  not  fair  to  omit 
the  connecting  link,  and  charge  his  right 
hon.  friend  with  proposing  inquiry  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  the  Bank's  profits. 

The  present  differed  materially  from  all 
former  discussions  on  the  same  subject. 
For  the  first  time  in  twenty  years  the  Bank- 
itself  had  come  forward  to  recommend 
inquiry.  That  inquiry  must  be  secret; 
and  why?  For  the  sake  of  the  Bank  ?  No: 
For  the  sake  of  the  public  interests,  as 
connected  with  the  safety  and  credit  of 
the  Bank.  AH  the  concerns  of  the  Bank 
must  be  inspected,— >all  their  transactions 
with  government,— all  their  preparationa 
for  paying  in  specie.  Were  those  fit  suIh 
jects  Kir  an  open  inquiry?  Great  fault  had 
been  found  with  the  partial  experiment  of 
opening  the  Bank  in  1816,  at  the  time 
he  (Mr.  C.)  partly  confessed  he  hadhiei« 
self  conceivea  it  to  be  a  most  wise  mea^ 
sure.    He  had  hailed  the  partial  resupifN 
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tion  with  joy,  Mcsute  he  boked  upoa  k 
at  the  foreranner  of  a  general  retam  to 
eash  paymentt.  Itwaa  then  the  opinion 
of  incelHgeot  men,  that  it  was  one  of  the 
moat  prudent  steps  that  the  Bank  could 
lake*  He /Mr.  C.)  now  thought  others 
wise.  The  light  of  experience  had  shown 
to  him  and  to  others,  that  without  adding 
A  grain  of  gold  to  the  ciroulationt  the 
Bank  had  heen  drained  by  that  partial 
teaumption  of  five  millions  and  a  half  of 
specie*  And  yet  every  body  at  the  time 
thought  h  a  wise  measure.  If  the  Bank 
erred  in  that  experiment,  they  eired  with 
Pkito  and  with  all  mankind*  **  Here 
is  a  fine  Bank,"  said  every  body  that 
talked  upon  the  matter ;«««« bow  wisely 
and  pruclencly  has  it  begun  a  gradual 
resumption  of  cash  Mymenta;  thoa 
avoiding  the  evils  of  a  soaden  change  both 
fo  itself  and  to  the  country*'*  Bat  when 
Ihe  result  showed  that  the  experiment  bad 
lailed,  the  hon*  gentleman  turned  round 
upon  the  Bank,  and  all  the  gratitude  which 
he  professed  fbr  it  was  thrown  afker  it^— 
The  occurrence  of  a  similar  error  would 
now  be  avoided*  He  did  not  use  the  word 
**  error"^  with  respeet  to  the  resumption; 
srhat  he  meant  was  the  etror  of  taldag  any 
aiep  in  ao  inportant  a  matter  without  die 
moat  minute  and  diligent  inquiry  into  all 
its  probable  results*  On  that  ground,  he 
was  most  anxious  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee* 

He  would  refrain  from  any  repl^to 
those  general  observations  whi<m  the  right 
hon*  gentleman  had  made  on  the  conduct 
of  hie  majesty's  ministers,  not  as  he  be- 
lieved the  right  hon*  gentleman  would  do 
him  the  justice  to  admit,  from  any  ha* 
bitual  unwillingness  to  meet  political 
attack  with  becoming  resistance  and  re- 
prisal, but  because  he  waa  more  anxioua 
on  the  present  occasion  for  a  sound  and 
temperate  decision  than  for  any  victory 
in  debate.  Of  the  course  which  the 
government  were  at  present  taking,  he 
believed  he  had  given  ample  explanation, 
and  lie  did  not  feel  himself  bound  to  enter 
into  the  political  sparring  which  the  right 
hon*  gentleman  appeared  to  provoke  for 
the  purpose  of  maxing  this  a  parly  ques* 
lion*  ne  would  adhere  atnctly  to  the 
aubject  before  the  HousOy  end  would 
detain  the  House  no  longer  than  wlule  he 
briefly  compared  the  merifa  of  the  two 
propositions  between  which  their  vote 
waa  to  decide*  There  were  two  com- 
mittees proposed ;  one  by  his  right  hon. 
ftiend,  the  other  by  the  right  hon.  gentlo- 
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man;— 4he one aecret,  the  odier  open 
the  one  aothoriaed  to  examine  the  general 
subject  as  connected  with  the  state  of 
the  Bank,  the  other  without  power  to 
obtain  any  information  as  to  the  Bank'a 
ooncems.  If  the  right  hon*  gentlemao'a 
proposition  were  adopts,  the  inquiry 
would  proceed  in  an  utter  ignorance  oi 
one  of  the  moat  important  wjects  of  in- 
vestigation* As  to  the  appointment  of 
two  committees,  be  could  hardly  thiak 
that  it  was  recommended  seriously*  To 
have  one  committee  examining  the  state 
of  the  exchangee  and  the  circulating 
medium,  the  otmsr  examining  the  affaire 
of  the  Bank,— both  proceeding  in  their 
investigationa  at  the  same  time,— *OBe 
secret,  and  the  other  open,— one  involved 
in  darkness,  and  the  otoer  professing  pub* 
licit]f,— *one  that  waa  boono  notto  disclose 
the  information  which  it  received,  and 
the  other  ready  to  divulge  every  thing— 
woidd  be  a  mode  of  proceeding  too 
elumsv  for  the  Hooae  to  adopt*  And 
yet,  if  the  right  hon*  gentleman'a  nMtioa 
were  agreed  to^  there  woold  be  a  neees- 
rity  for  two  committees;  for  it  was  im- 
possible to  understand  how  the  Bank 
could  be  kept  out  of  view  in  anoh  an  in* 
vestigation ;  and  to  a  secret  committee 
only,  oeuld  the  alBun  of  the  Bank  be 
submitted.  Two  committrcs  1  There  muat 
be  three;  fer  when  the  two  committeee 
had  made  their  several  reports,  a  third 
nauat  bfidlibly  be  appomted  to  adjust  the 
two  reports  to  each  other,  and  to  draw  a 
common  result  from  these  incongrooue 
maieriala*  There  appeared  to  him  to  be 
no  form,  no  style,  no  phraseology,  no 
contrivance^  no  abstinence  of  eloquence 
which  could  enable  ant  committee  to 
omit  mentioning  the  Bank  in  their  report* 
The  Bank  must  meet  them  at  every  step 
and  turning*  The  Bank  must  inevitably 
be  their  great  theme*  It  would  be  first, 
laat,  and  midst,  and  without  end*  The 
courses  proposed  by  hia  right  hon*  friend* 
and  the  rigot  honh  sentleman  reminded 
him  of  the  contest  of  two  rival  oompaniea 
of  players  perfonning   the   tragedy  of 

town,  one  of  which,  after  exhausting 
every  other  expedient  to  alford  variety, 
adopted  the  attractive  novelty  of  adver* 
tismg  the  tragedy  to  be  performed,  with 
the  omiasion  of  the  charaoter  of  Hanleti 
A  committee  to  inquire  inte  the  eftcta  tM 
the  Bank  restriction  on  ferei^  exehaii|ea 
[  and  domestic  circulation,,  vntbout  having 
i  the  power  to  look  inia  the  albnaoC  the 
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Bink,  would  fndeed  be  the  play  of 
Hamlet,  with  the  character  of  Hamlet 
knitted. 

Mr.  Manning  said,  that  the  Bank  had 
not  interfered  m  their  call  for  inqairy, 
from  any  motive  or  views  of  private  in- 
terest.   The  question  of  the  restriction 
was  a  great  national  question,  and  not  so 
much  connected  with  the  interests  of  the 
Bank  as  of  the  public.    Indeed,  the  in- 
terests of  the  Bank,  compared  with  those 
iBomentous  considerations  which  entered 
into  the  present  question,  were,  as  had 
been  truly  expressed  by  his  noble  friend 
bat  as  a  fly  upon  the  wheel.    For  any 
peculiar  interest  the  Bank  had  in  the  de- 
cision come  to  on  this  subject,  the  House 
might  fix  upon  any  time  they  chose  for 
the  cessation  of  the  restriction,  without 
meeting  with  opjposition  from  that  body. 
They  had  manuested   an  inclination  to 
fulfil  the  act  which  had  been  passed  for  a 
return  to  cash  parents,  and  had  actually 
paid  a  part  of  ttieir  notes  in  cash,  in  doing 
which  thev  were  accused  of  folly  by  an 
bon.  gentleman  opposite.      They  still, 
however  were  of  opinion,  that  in   that 
transaction  they  haa  behaved  with  laud- 
able prudence  and  good  faith,  and  had 
shown  a  proper  deference  to  the  will  of 
the  legislature;   and  in  this  opinion  they 
were  supported  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
near  him,   who  said  he  had  hailed  this 
partial  payment  as  an  omen  of  am  ap- 
proaching restoration  of  the  sound  cur- 
rency of  the  country.     The  Bank  was 
not  only  then  of  opinion  that  the  restriction 
might  be  completely  and  safely  removed 
at  the  period  appointed  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment, but  they  entertained  the  idea  to  a 
very  late  period.     His  right  hon.  friend 
had  truly  stated,  thst  with  this  impression 
the  Bank  had  issued  between  five  and  six 
millions  of  gold,  which  had  in  a  short 
time  entirely  disappeared  from  circula- 
tion.    The  exchange  had  become   un- 
favourable, which  accounted  for  the  dis* 
appearance  of  our  coin ;    but  still  he  was 
convinced  that  it  was  not  entirely  lost 
to  the  country ;  as  without  such  an  issue 
the  exchange  might  have  been  still  more 
vnfiivourable  than  it  now  was.    That  the 
Bank  had  not  in  other  respects  lost  sight 
of  its  duty,  and  had  been  making  prepa- 
rations for  the  resumption  of  cash  pay- 
ments, might  be  inferred  from  the  con- 
traction of  their  issues,  whidi  would  ap- 
pear from  the  returns  that  would  soon 
be  laid  On  the  table  of  the  Hbnse.    By 
those  retains  it  would  be  s^eoi  that  there 


had  been  a  reductiott  of  Bank  issues  io 
the  last  half  of  the  year  1818,  as  com- 
pared  with  the    last  half  of  1817»   of 
8,900,000{.      The    averase    amount   of 
Bank  notes  in  circulation  during  the  year 
1817  was  29,000,000/.     By  the  returns 
which  he   himself  had  called  for,  and 
which  to-morrow  would  be  laid  on  the 
table,  it  would  appear  that  the  average 
amount   of  notes   in   circulation,   from 
January  to  June  1818,  was  27,954,000^; 
and  that  the  average  amount  on  the  last 
half  of  the  year,  namely  firom  the  1st  of 
July    to  *  the   Slst   of  December,  was 
26,487,000/.    It  would  be  seen  by  this 
statement,  that  there  was  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  Bank  circu- 
lation last  year,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  which  diminution  had  been 
effected  in  contemplation  of  a  return  to 
payments  in  cash.    It  was  very  easy  for 
gentlemen  to  say,  generally,  reduce  your 
issues  and  prepare  for  fulfilling  your  en- 
gagements ;  but  their  language  would  be 
changed   if  they  knew   the   difficulties 
under  which   the   Bank  was  placed  in 
having  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try.   The  Bank*,  however,  was,  with  re- 
gard to  restriction,  in  the  hands  of  the 
legislature.    They  came  forward  with  no 
requests;    they   obtruded  no   opinions; 
they  felt  that  it  would  be  highly  pre- 
sumptuous in  them  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Grenfdl  said,  he  had  examined 
the  returns  laid  on  the  table  yesterday. 
It  did  not  appear  from  them,  that  the 
Bank  had  reduced  their  issues  during  the 
year  1818;  on  the  contrary,  the  result 
was,  that  in  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year  just  expired,  they  bad  been  not 
only  greater  than  in  the  preceding  year, 
but  greater  than  in  any  year  from  1797 
to  the  present.  In  the  last  six  months 
some  diminution  had  taken  place,  but  the 
Bank  was  entitled  to  little  credit  for  thst 
circumstance.  The  average  issue  of  the 
year  was  between  27  and  ^  millions. 

Mr.  Alderman  Ueygate  said,  that  he 
preferred  an  open  committee  to  a  secret 
one,  as  more  satisfactory  to  the  public 
mind,  for  conducting  an  inquiry,  in  the 
result  of  which  the  interest  of  all  were 
so  deeply  involved— an  inquiry  intended 
to  set  at  rest  .public  anxiet^,  and  to  vin- 
dicate the  credit  of  our  circulation,  not 
only  at  home,  but  throughout  Europe. 
He  did  not  agree  with  all  the  deductions 
in  the  report  of  the  bullion  committee. 
He  would  not  allow  that  the  unfavourable 
state  of  the  exchanges  was  entirely  owmg^ 
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to  the  depreciation  of  our  internal  eur« 
renc^y  nor  could  he  without  qualification 
admit  the  remedy  proposed.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  exchanges  could  only 
be  turned  in  our  favour  by  such  a  fall  in 
the  prices  of  labour  and  of  all  articles  of 
manufacture  as  would  force  exportation 
till  our  exports  exceeded  our  imports ; 
but  when  he  considered  the  evils  with 
which  this  operation  might  be  attended, 
he  hesitated  with  regard  to  the  policy  of 
bringing  about  such  'a  state  of  things, 
and  thought  a  return  to  cash  payments 
on  such  conditions  would  be  payine  too 
dear  for  the  advantages  contemplated. 
He  was  sensible  of  all  the  inconveniencies 
of  the  present  system  of  currency.  Its 
amelioration  was  in  the  hands. of  the 
Bank,  against  whose  conduct  as  a  bodv 
he  had  nothing  to  say.  They  deserved, 
he  thought,  on  the  contrary,  every  praise 
for  the  wisdom,  prudence,  and  forbear- 
ance they  had  shown  in  the  exercise,  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  of  powers  so  novel 
and  extraordmary  as  those  with  which 
they  were  invested.  Connected  as  he 
was  with  the  banking  business,  he  could 
not  refrain  from  alluding  to  the  feelings 
of  the  country  bankers,  who  were  anxious 
not  to  stand  m  the  way  of  public  conve- 
nience. The  hon.  member  congratulated 
^e  House  on  the  proposed  inquiry;  and 
hoped  that  the  committee  would  consist 
of  members  who  would  hiy  aside  all  per- 
sonal and  political  animosities ;  that  they 
.would  consider  the  subject  in  M  its  bear- 
ings with  calmness  and  impartialitv,  that 
by  their  labours  the  public  mind  would 
be  enlightened  on  questions  that  so  inti- 
mately concerned  the  public  interests; 
that  the  extent  of  circulation  would  be 
determined,  and  an  end  put  to  those  rapid 
and  extensive  fluctuations,  which,  though 
beneficial  and  profitable  to  some,  were 
injurious  and  calamitous  to  the  great  body 
of  the  people.  By  settling  the  questions 
with  regard  to  the  proper  amount  of  our 
circulating  medium,  people  would  be  able 
to  know  the  value  of  their  property  for 
definite  periods,  contracts  would  be  se- 
cure, and  the  public  would  not  feel  any 
of  those  alarms  which  they  felt  from  the 
.present  system,  and  which  distressed  the 
greater  number  for  the  benefit  of  a  few. 

Mr.  ^  Tierney  hoped  that  the  House 
would  indulge  him  with  its  attention  for 
a  short  time,  while  he  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  reply  to  some  remarks  which  had 
been  advanced  by  the  gentlemen  on  the 
x>ppottte  side.     He  could  not  help  ob- 


serving that  he  luul  been  dealt  with  ua^ 
fairly;  he  had  been  accused  of  surinff 
every  thing  against  th^  Bank  of  EngumcL 
Such  an  assertion  was  illiberal  and  arro* 
neous  in  the  extreme ;  for  he  was  wkhia 
the  recollection  of  eeutlemen  when  he 
unequivocally  affirmed,  that  he  never  had 
advanced  one  syllable  against  the  Bank 
of  England.  He  felt  seriously  for  the 
awkward  situation  in  which  the  Bank  was» 
with  respect  to  the  apparent  necessity  of 
continuing  the  restriction  from  cash  pay* 
roents.  He  therefore  sympathised  with 
the  Bank ;  but  while  he  confessed  this» 
he  found  himself  imperiously  called  upon 
to  discharge  his  duty  to  the  public.  And 
for  acting  agreeably  to  these  impressions, 
he  was  obliged  to  encounter  the  reproach 
and  ridicule  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  op* 
posite  side.  One  right  hon.  gentleaan 
bad  exercised  his  talents  for  jocularity 
and  wit,  at  his  expense :  the  right  boo. 
gentleman  thought  that  he  had  made  a 
happy  allusion  to  his  conduct,  by  comr 
paring  him  to  the  country  manager,  who» 
for  the  sake  of  novelty,  attempt^  to  play 
the  tragedy  of  Hamlet,  by  the  omissioa 
of  the  part  of  Hamlet  himself.  AVith 
every  defer^ice  to  the  keenness  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  wit  and  sarcasm, 
he  could  not  conceive  the  felicity  of  hit 
adaptation.  For  the  sake  of  variety,  they 
had  also  been  entertaii^ed  with  the  figure 
of  the  fly  upon  the  wheel.  This  was  no 
new  invention  of.  those  who  endeavoured 
to  make  us  laugh  at  the  national  calami- 
ties. In  reeard  to  its  connexion  with  go* 
vernment,  the  Bank  of  Enelaod  had  been 
described  as  the  fly  upon  the  wheel  of  the 
former.  But  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
fiff ure  would  have  been  more  happily  dis- 
played by  representing  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  himself  as  the  fly  upon  the 
wheel  of  the  Bank  of  England  ^AlaughJ* 
It  was,  however,  useless  and  nugatory, 
to  pursue  the  subject  further  in  this  strain 
of  good  humour  or  merriment.  If  hia 
majesty's  ministers  chose  to  screen  them- 
selves from  the  bitterness  of  reproach,  by 
jesting  with  the  feelings  of  the  people,  to 
such  men  only  be  the  shame  attacned  to 
such  conduct.  To  come  at  once  to  the 
question— he  wished  to  know  when  the 
restrictions  on  the  Bank  of  England  were 
to  cease  I  when  cash  payments  were  to 
be  resumed?  The  Bank,  he  believed,  was 
not  originally  a  party  to  the  restriction ; 
but  he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  why 
they  should  manifest  such  an  indisposition 
to  inquiry  in  the  course  of  last  year,  and 
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such  an  anxiety  for  it  in- this.  It  was  the 
lotentton  o^  ministers  —  at  least  they 
would  have  the  country  believe  so — to  take 
off  the  restriction  in  March  1820,  but 
suddenly  a  new  light  broke  in,  and  now 
the  course  was  to  be  changed.  What  he 
wanted  to  know  was,  whether  they  had  a 
prospect  of  ever  Paying  in  specie  at  all 
[Hear,  hear !].  Their  plan,  as  far  as  he 
couki  penetrate  it,  seemed  to  him  to  be 
this,  ihey  said,  we  will  continue  the 
restriction  up  to  1820,  and  then  we  will 
have  a  committee  to  inquire.  After  that, 
we  shall  be  able  to  start  on  a  new  score. 
The  Bank,  to  show  the  sincerity  of  its 
wish  to  fulfil  its  engagements,  had  paid  a 
part  of  its  notes  in  specie,  and  then  com- 
plained that  this  specie  had  disappeared. 
He  would  tell  them  why  it  had  disap* 
peared.  Had  they  reduced  their  issues 
of  paper  at  the  time  that  they  issued  the 
gold,  the  gold  would  have  continued  in 
circulation  for  the  notes  withdrawn ;  but 
while  they  withdrew  notes  of  a  certain 
dtaCe,  they  issued  others  to  supply  their 
place.  Nobody  disputed  the  principle 
that  gold  could  not  continue  in  circula* 
tion  for  notes  which  were  supplied  by 
oUier  notes.  They  might  as  well  have 
folded  it  up  in  parcels  for  exportation^ 
He  had  no  conviction  that  they  would  re- 
duce their  Issues.  But  he  did  not  find 
laolt  with  the  Bank  on  this  account ;  he 
rather  gave  them  credit  for  the  attempts  at 
reduction  which  tbev  had  made.  They 
were  so  beset  with  claims  by  all  quarters, 
that  they  could  not  think  themselves  safe 
in  their  house  in  Threadneedle-street,  if 
they  refused  discounts ;  their  inclination, 
he  h*d  no  doubt,  was  good ;  and  had  they 
a  government  who  would  stand  by 
them,  and  support  them  io  their  resolu- 
tions, and  tell  them  to  listen  to  nobody, 
he  was  sure  the  object  might  be  accom- 
plished. Government,  instead  of  doing 
tiiis,  depended  on  no  grounds  of  judg- 
ment of  their  own,  but  relied  upon  gen- 
tlemen interested  in  obtaining  the  issues 
which  the  ffovernment  ought  to  restrain. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  liad  spoken  of 
the  temper  with  which  the  members  of 
the  pro])09ed  committee  ought  to  con- 
duct their  inquiries.  He  (Mr.  Tiemey) 
would  promise,  if  elected,  to  attend  that 
committee,  and  would  enter  it  with  as 
unprejudiced  a  mind  at  he  could.  He 
did  not  expect,  indeed,  that  any  thing 
that  could  occur  in  it  would  make  hfm 
alter  his  opinions;  but  he  could  say,  at 
least,  that  he  was  open  to  convlctiooi  for 


he  was  not  pledffed  to  support  them,  if 
he  saw  reasons  lor  a  change.  Could  the 
riffht  hon.  gentleman  say  as  much  for 
himself,  while  a  resolution  of  his  re- 
mained on  the  records  of  parliament,  de- 
claring that  a  Bank-note  was  equivalent 
to  a  pound  sterling  ?  He  would  not  now 
put  to  him  the  case  of  the  one  pound 
bank-note  against  20  shillings,  but  of 
bank  notes  against  bank  notes,  and  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  see  that  a 
one  pound  bank  note  of  a  certain  date 
was  more  valuable  than  another.  Ta 
show  this,  he  would  offer  for  a  hundred 
pound  bank  note  of  a  date  anterior  to  the 
Slst  December  1816,  a  hundred  pound 
note  of  a  subsequent  date,  and  four  pounds 
in  cash.  If  the  right  hon.  eentleman  were 
to  give  up  this  resolution,  ne  should  have 
some  hopes  of  him  in  the  committee. 
The  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  opposite  had 
coroplamed  of  his  Severity  towards  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  He  was 
not  at  all  sensible  that  he  bad  been  severe ; 
but  if  he  had,  he  could  defend  himself 
by  the  example  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man who  haa  himself  given  him — he  was 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  resort  to  a  vulgar 
word— a  genteel  dressing  [a laugh]},  liie 
right  hon.  gentleman  then  entered  into  a 
history  of  the  two  motions,  and  defended 
the  words  in  which  his  own  was  expressed. 
He  suspected  all  the  way  through,  that 
the  object  of  the  committee  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  proposed,  was  not 
to  bring  out  the  thing  that  be  wanted. 
What  he  wanted  was,  to  oblige  them  to 
make  a  distinct  answer,  of  which  eircry 
man  could  judge  for  himself.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  wished  them  to  state,  that 
the  foreign  loans  constituted  a  reason  lo 
justify  the  restriction;  but  he  (Mr. 
Tiemey^  could  not  conceive  it  possible 
that  sucn  a  return  could  be  made.  Sup- 
pose they  returned  that  the  exchange* 
were  against  us,  then  they  must  show  the 
operation  of  exchanges ;  but  if  it  were 
referred  to  them  to  report  generally  all 
opinions  on  the  subject,  he  was  afraid 
that  the  house  would  get  no  specific  points 
on  which,  they  could  come  to  a  conclu- 
sion. The  return  of  the  committee  might 
mean  any  thing ;  which  be  should  take  to 
mean  nothing  at  all.  As  to  directing  the 
attention  of  the  house  specifically  to 
points,  he  did  not  believe  that  they  would 

Set  it  from  that  committee.  A  great 
eal  had  been  said  as  to  the  nomination 
of  the  committee;  but  notwithstanding 
all  that  had  been  urged  in  favoor  of.  a 
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ballot,  fli9d  ;tb(9i  ^Hmpl>°^^^  t^9)tjliadbe^ 

Eaid  to  th.o  qop.  giember  (qf  JBramber, 
e  (Mn  Tiei^iey)  .for  one  wouJd  not  be 
satiatied  wiih  the  nomination  of  the  com- 
nittee  by  th^  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
aurroun^ed  aa'^e  yyas^  by  day  aod  night, 
by  J^w  hro||^erS|  speculatorg,  and  other 
interested  adveotiurers.  He  therefore 
callc^d  .uppn  a^  who  were  anxious  fpr 
P«cM'pil  WM/ry  ^o  support  .the  motion 
which  he  h^d  loiade.  Tbe  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  referred  to  formef  opinions 
on  this  subject ;  but  those  opinions  were 
given 'during  a  piejrio^  of  war.  It  was 
DOW  fi  period  of  pepce,  when  every  hoiy 
l^jjU  the  cl^finQ^llor  pf  the  ,excheauer  could 
tell  w^o^t  wojuI4  (i^pen*  If,  after  all  th.at 
had  p9^s.^d  sifice  l^e  termination  of  tios- 
tjliiifti,  and  particnlarly  aft^^ll'  the  nego- 
tiations at  Aix-Ja-Chapelle,  qe  could  not 
come  to  a  ponduslon,  he  would  never  be 
able  to  'sfiy  when  the  Bank  restriction 
wduldi  be  wfthdrawr).  His  ( Mr.  Tferney 's ) 
object  wj^'s,  ^ourin^  the  question  to  Bqmp 
distinct  isfuipy  and  to  ^ve  U  i^Qon.  For 
this  purpose,  what  could  fip  ^6  bpjtter 
than,>hfn.hp  he^rd  that  tlie  ipstpctiop 
waa.tp  b^  reneired.  give  notice  of  an  in- 
quiry ?  If  the  Bank  directors  wouJd  only 
have  the  goodness  to  answer  for  them- 
selves ^  members  qf  parliament*  then 
the  house  would  see  whetner  tills  system 
ought  to  fffTM  a  part  of  the  permanent 
jnea^ure^ f|f thp  country;  buthifhj^rto tfiey 
Jmd'^w^ys  set  ^hemselv^  j|i  array  4gf ip^t 
[i^M  w|)p  'ppposed  t)^  restriction,  anfl 
}^m  ftfVWrs  gtyen  ^ir  negative  agaiust 
'i\h99*  )^P  !^V  ^P  PPWiWe  phjection  to 
4he  resumppqn  of  c^h-payments  by  the 
B^k^'  provided  they  wpuM  ro4/^ce  their 
j^^Mes,  gradually  and  gently,  betweep 
thi;i  ^d  next  July,  ^e  knew  (hat  tnp 
resumption  pf  such  payments  could  not 
Copii^eni:e  uptij  tjierc  h^d  been  some  sort 
or  jiifr  ^fith  the  public;  ht^t  he  was  con- 
i(inped  iha^  i^one  of  those  fat,al  ejects 
)irpu)ij  refiuJt  from  it,  whicj?  it  had  been 
so'  much  the  fa$hiop  io  anticipate.  To 
what  point,  it  ipig^t  be  s^k^d,  would  he 
wi^h  to  r^dppe  the  cirC4l9iJO.n  i  He  could 
pqt  exactly  telli  but  he  yvovld  BBy^  that 
it  shputd  be  reduced  to  the  real  wants  pf 
the  coi|n^y.  tliat  was  the  point  for  the 
tioiise  tp  consider;  it  was  the  only  crite- 
/ipp  |}y  ^hich  tfheir  judgment  cpi^ld  be 

i(fw^^'  ^^fy  ps^^  ^^^  ^^^p  ^p  ^^^^ 

c^rcub^ion  putof  5:o0)plimeat  tp  s^yhoc^y, 

JLO  p^y  tbf t  he  >fas  to  tajke  into  considera- 

.tiop  9ipy  other  jcriterion,   wa^  what  iie 

^9ul^  qpijer  cons^t  to  dp.    U^ptl9.ipf  n 
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ipust  ma]cp  up  their  ipmi^j^q  some  ipcoq* 

venience.  For  his  Qwt>  part, '  be  did  not 
thTnk  that  the  inconvenience  would  be  so 
great  as  was  expieqtod ;  but  if  the  Bank 
were  allowed  to  increase  their  issues  till 
such  time  as  the  restriction  expired,  the 
resumption  of  p.^Sih-payroents  could  not 
be  brought  fS^qxkt  witnout  some  difficulty. 
His  hope  was,  that  a  different  course 
would  be  pursued.  If  we  had  an  adminis** 
tration  which  possessed  sufficient  manli- 
ness to  face  the  difficulties  of  the  country, 
to  sifl  its  finances,  and  to  probe  this  sub- 
ject to  the  bottom,  it  might  be  fbupd  that 
tli^  restriction  of  cash  payments^  which 
was  originally  imppsed  on  the  ground  of 
necessity  alone,  ought  not'  to  be  con- 
tipvied;  but  the  jpresent  administration 
coul()  come  to  no  decision  on  the  question. 
Np  gpvemnient  could  introduce  a  changp 
of  affairs  witliout  some  inconvenience; 
but  in  this  case  the  inconvenience  could 
only  be  felt  in  pronortioh  to  a  man's  ei^- 
travaganc^,  and  tnis  would  be  an  evil 
which  he  had  brought  upon  himself.  In 
a  fhrpfier  session  bi  parliament  the  housp 
had  he^d  a  great  deal  of  a  poor  rqce  of 
men  called  Spenceans,  who  werp  he)fl  ifp 
as  pests  of  sociely»  and  likely  to  OKertuni 
the  whole  system  of  government,  an0 
God  knew  What!  Ncfw,  what  was  the 
fact  ?  'f  hos^  gentlemen  wished  that  ever^ 
person  should'  have  an  equal  portion  of 
land,  just  a^  the  mercantile  gentlemai 
wfsned  fhat  every  man  should  have  an 
e^L^ill  porlripi^  bf  funded  property.  For 
his  o.wn  parti  the  pnly  diffisrence  thai  h^ 
saw  between  the  Spenoaan  and  themonic^ 
visionary  was  this-^the  former  had  a  gresC 
taste  for  agricultural  enterprise,  without 
having  a  fbot  of  (and ;  'while  the  latter 
was  a' greal' speculator  in  commerciaf  bar- 
gains, wjthQut  a  farthing  of  cafit^f. 

^fkpr  the  lopg  disoussipo  which  ha^ 
takep  place,  he  woul^  l^rfiin  frqvfk 
troubling  \l^  Houae  any  Ipnger.  Hecer-  . 
tainly  baid  no  objection  that  the  state  of 
the  foreign  exchangiea  ihoiild,  amon^ 
other  matters,  com)?  before  the  committee ; 
and  in  expressing  his*  w?tl|ngness  th^ 
that  should  \fe  the"  case^  be  did  it  more 
from  the  yicjv  olf*  accommqdat;ng  others 
than  frpm  apy  idpa  of  his  recpiTJI^g^urtlier 
information  i^m  he  qow^bad.  ttie  reso- 
lution he  bad  i^ubmitted  to  the  House  waa 
the  result  of  his  serious  and  deliberate 
consideration,  feeling,  as  he  did,  that 
the  questiqh  was  ip  every  respect  one  of 
the  most  important  tliat  Could  occupy  the 
attention  pf  the  legislature,    feting  wit)i 
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that  view,  he  would  now  submit  it  to  tlieir 
consideraiiony  and  take  the  sense  of  the 
Hou^e  upon  it. 

The  qoeition  being  put,  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the 
question,  the  House  divided  r  Ajes,  168 ; 
Noes,  277  ;  Majority  against  the  motion, 
109.  The  motion  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  excheouer  for  a  secret  committee  to 
be  chosen  by  ballot,  was  then  agreed  to. 
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Pamell,  sir  H. 
Peirse,  H. 
Pel  ham,  hon.  C.  A. 
Pelham,  hon.  G.  A. 
Philips,  G. 
Philips,  G.  jun. 
Philips,  C.  M. 
Ponsonbv,  bon.  F.  C. 
Power,  K. 
Powlett,  hon.  Wm. 
Ptice,  R. 
Protheroe,  E. 
PhUliroore,  Dr. 
Ramsbottom,  John 
Ramsden,  J.C. 
Rancliffe,  lord 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
RobarU,  A.  W. 
Robarfs,  W.  T. 
Rowley,  sir  William 
Russell,  lord  Wm. 
Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Russell,  lord  John 
Russell,  R.  G. 


Rumbold,  C.  E« 
Sharp,  R. 
Smith,  WUliam 
Smytb.  J.  U. 
Spencer,  lord  E. 
Stuart,  lord  James 
Stanley,  lord 
Symonds,  T.  P.  * 
Shelley,  sir  J. 
Sebright;  sirJ.S. 
Tavistock,  marquia 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Thorp,  alderman 
Tiemey,  G. 
Tremayne,  J.  H. 
Temple,  earl 
Walpole,  bon.  G. 
Waithman,  alderman 
Webb,  Edward 
Wharton,  John 
Whitbread,  William 
Wilkins,  W. 
Williams,  Owen 
WiUiams,  WUliam 
Wilson,  sir  Robert 
Wood,  alderman 
Wynn,  C.  W. 
Webster,  sir  G. 

TELLXaS. 

Lambton,  J.  G. 
Macdonaidy  Jamea 
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Wednesda^f  February  S. 

Bank  Rbstriction  Continuavce— 
Petition  from  Bristol  in  favovr 
OF.]  Mr.  Hart  Davis  said,  he  held  in  hia 
hand  a  Petition  from  the  merchants, 
bankers  and  manufacturers  of  Bristol,  the 

Srayer  of  which  was  against  a  too  speedy 
Resumption  of  Cash  Payments.  It  was 
stated  to  be  the  petition  of  the  bankera 
of  Bristol,  as  well  as  of  the  merchaBts 
and  manufacturers;  but  ofi  looking  at  the 
signatures,  he  did  not  see  that  it  bad 
been  signed  by  any  bankers,  as  bankera. 
However,  when  any  of  ttepartnera  in 
banking-houses  happened  dao  to  be  em* 
engaged  in  other  concera,  they  had  aigned 
it,  not  as  bankers,  but  as  traders* 

The  petitioners  stated,  <*  that  they  hate 
heard  with  much  apprehension  that  the 
design  is  entertained  of  proposing  in  par- 
liament the  resumption  by  the  Bank  of 
England  of  its  cash  payments ;  the  peti- 
tioners have  the  most  entire  confidenev 
in  the  resources  of  Uie  National  Bank, 
and  that  ita  issues  are  fully  warranted  by 
the  property  which  it  botds  in  depoait; 
and  that  they  are  firmly  persoadeo  tbat 
if  this  measure  shall  be  forced  upon  the 
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oouDtry  before  it  thall  ,hj  a  favourable 
state  of  its  foreign  exchanges  be  fully 
prepared  for  its  reception,  not  only  the 
finances  and  revenue  of  the  state  must 
suffer,  but  even  the  stability  of  the  Bank 
itself  be  endangered  by  the  exportation 
of  its  buUiont  and  the  depreciation  of  the 
property  which  it  holds  as  the  security  of 
Its  issues;  the  petitioners  conceive  also, 
that  the  present  is  a. period  peculiarly 
basardous  for  an  experiment  of  so  im« 
portant  a  nature,  when  loans  of  unprece- 
dented magnitude  are  in  progress  of  pay- 
jnent  in  Europe,  and  when  the  exchange 
jwith  both  the  continents  is  greatly  against 
4his  countrv ;  the  petitioners  confidently 
anticipate  that  as  the  present  state  of  our 
foreign  exchanges  may  be  justly  attributed 
to  causes  which,  although  quite  adequate 
to  the  effect,  are  not  in  themselves  neces- 
sarily permanent,  that  the  period  may 
reasonably  be  expected  to  arrive  at  which 
a  resumption  of  cash  payments  may  be 
made  with  safety,  and  without  inconve- 
nience; awaiting  then  this  period,  the 
situation  of  the  country  can  only  be  ren- 
dered alarminff  by  a  premature  recurrence 
to  measures  whicn  the  petitioners  are  sa 
tisfied  must  cramp  the  commercial  ioter- 
.course  of  England  with  foreign  countries, 
contract  its  trade  and  manufactures,  and 
be  most  Injurious  to  its  best  interests; 

.the  petitioners  therefore  most  humbly 
pray,  that  the  House  will  reject  every 
proposal  which  may  be  made  for  an  hasty 
and  premature  adoption  of  such  a  mea- 
aure. ' 

Mr.  EUice  said,  he  should  have  been 
guilty  of  preat  presumption,  had  he  taken 
any  part  m  the  discussion  of  last  evening. 
He  could  not  say  the  result  of  that  discus- 
sion met  with  his  entire  approbation ;  but 
from  the  list  which  he  had  that  day  seen  cir- 
culated, he  indulged  in  the  expectation  of  a 
aatisfiurtoryresnlt*  Whateveroisviewsupon 

.  the  subject  might  have  been,  he  was,  at 
all  events,  now  glad  to  find  that  the  ques- 

,  tion  was  not  likelv  to  be  taken  up  as  one 
of  party.  A  noble  lord  whom  he  did  not 
then  see  in  his  place,  had  said  much 
aboQt  the  influence  of  the  exchanges  on 

.the  .resumption  of  cash  payments;  but 
had  that  noble  lord  referred  to  the  right 
lion,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  for 
the  cause  of  the  depression  of  exchanges, 
be  would  have  found  a  truer  one  than  any 

.  which  be  had  assigned.    The  right  hon. 

.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  when 

J  stating  tliat  he  would  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  restriction  of  cash   payments  until 


March  1620,  offered  little  else  than  an 
insult-  to  the  understonding  of  every 
rational  roaiu  For,  would  it  not  prove 
the  height  of  mockery  to  say,  tbat  stock 
to  be  purchased  with 'bank-notes,  should 
be  repaid  in  gold  ?  If  some  settled  system 
were  not  soon  adopted,  in  order  to  free 
the  country  from  the  improper  tricks  and 
devices  resorted  to  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  he  could  see  but  Tittle 
hope  of  its  prosperity  or  repose.  If  the 
issues  of  exchequer  bills,  still  increasing 
our  paper  circulation,  were  continued,  it 
would  be  totally  useless  to  look  for  any 
benefit  from  the  committee.  Indeed,  unless 
the  present  abominable  system  of  finance 
were  altogether  abolished,  every  occa- 
sional remedy  that  might  be  applied  to 
lighten  its  severity  would,  he  feared, 
prove  abortive. 

Mr.  Protheroe  said,  that  had  he  been 
in  the  House,  when  the  petition  from 
Bristol  was  presented  by  nis  hon.  col- 
league, he  should  have  borne  testimony 
to  the  respectability  of  those  person^i  by 
whom  it  had  been  signed.  With  regard 
to  the  petition  itself,  he  could  only  state, 
that  he  had  received  no  letter,  nor  in- 
struction whatsoever  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Lambton  said,  he  did  not  intend  to 
oppose  the  reception  of  the  petition,  but 
he  begged  to  state,  that  he  understood  it 
was  got  up  by  a  club  of  merchants,  without 
any  public  meeting  whatever;  and  he 
therefore  rose  to  enter  his  protest  against 
the  petition  being  received,  as  that  of  the 
merchants,  bankers,  and  manufacturers  of 
Bristol. 

Mr.  Calcraft  said,  that  he  also  had  seen 
the  treasury  list,  but  he  could  not  agree 
with  his  hon.  friend  that  it  was  a  fair  list. 
It  was  unfair,  in  his  opinion,  on  the  very 
principle  laid  down  by  the  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  themselves ;  the  prin- 
ciple laid  down  by  them  was,  that  the 
committee  should  consist  of  those  members 
who  were  most  conversant  in  the  mstters 
which  were  connected  with  the  subject  of 
the  inouiry.  Now,  the  leaving  out  of  this 
list  an  hon.  and  learned  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Brougham),  who  was  as  well,  indeed  he 
might  say,  who  was  better  qualified  for 
sucn  an  inquiry  than  almost  any  member 
in  that  House,  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
a  gross  deviation  from  candour.  Besides, 
there  were  fourteen  of  the  members  who 
voted  with  ministers,  to  seven  of  the 
members  who  voted  on  the  opposition  side 
of  the  House.  He  could  not  therefore 
agree  with  his  hon.  friend  in  thinking  this 
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^fafr  committee.  If  contained,  in  fabt,  a 
greater  thajority  proportionally  than  mi- 
nisters hdd  in  oi'dinary  divisiohs.  He 
(new  something  of  tfie  fairness  to  be  ex- 
pected ih  a  ballot  of  this  nature ;  for  he 
happened  some  time  kgo  to  be  one  df  the 
scrutineers  on  k  former  occasion ;  ahd  he 
could  say;  that  above  ninety,  out  of  little 
more  Chan  ft  hundred  lists,  were  itrritten  in 
the  same  hand,  were  written  by  otie  of 
the  dcrks  of  th^  tredsury.  He  hopfed 
sotne  deviation  from  th^  usudl  practice 
would  tidce  place  on  this  occasion,  and 
that  one  of  the  most  skilful  and  ex- 
perienced members  of  the  IJouse  would 
be  natned  on  iL 

Mr.  £i/fce  observed,  that  he  had  "not 
said  any  thing  relative  to  the  fai^o^  of 
the  committee,  tiot  knowing  much  of  the 
members  who  wej^e  to  constitute  it.  He 
dad  merely  ^xpreised  his  satisfaction,  that 
persons  were  include4  ^h  the  committee 
from  whose  efforts  he  Expected  some 
benefit  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  he  hoped  ministers 
would  withdraw  one  of  the  names  on  theii' 
list,  in  order  to  introduce  the  name  of  his 
fion.  an3  learned  friend  beside  him ;  be- 

guse  he  was  sure  it  would  be  admitted, 
>m  every  part  of  the  House,  thilt  there 
>vas  no  man  in  the  country  from  whom  so 
hiuch  assistance  could  be  derived,  on  an 
inquiry  of  this  kind,  as  from  his  hon.  and 
learned  ^  ftiend.  lie  was  not  now  talking 
with  reference  to  political  parties — ^his 
object  was  not  a  party  question  at  all. 
He  was  sure  nothing  would  give  more 
0eneral.  satisfaction  to  the  country,  thfth 
the  adding  the  natne  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  to  fi,  committee  of  inquiry 
into  any  branch  of  political  economy,  but 
.especially  Into  a  ftubject  like  the  present. 

Mr.  Lawson  remarked,  that  the  greater 
the  unanimity  ofbpinion  that  existed  among 
the  members  of  the  committee,  the  more 
likely  they  would  be  to  promote  the  object 
for  which  they  were  appointed,  tt  was 
on  this  principle  that  he  preferred  a  com- 
xnittee  electea  by  balloL  He  knew  a  case 
jiQ, which  fib  ordeir  had  beeh  signed  by  tWo 
justices  at  their  respective  mansions,  and 
the  order  was  afterwards  found  to  be 
illegal,  because  the  justices  had  signed 
It  separately*  Let  a  than  collect  at  Hti- 
dom  all  the  mbst  elegant  features  that 
could  be  found, ,  and  put  th^iii  togethei-, 
they  would  fo^m  li  verV  ligly  face,  tn 
the  twenty-one  nameft  which  were  to  coili- 
pose  the  committee,  he  would  prb^dse 
the  af teratiod  of  OA^,  ia  order;  ^  a  geo- 
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tieman  of  tlife  livtik  haA  MSS  Um  ili^f; 
«  to  eiercM  k  littJ€f  di^r^ffbd  of  hil 
6#n.**  In  the  ^ropi^sed  list  ht  fbuh'd  the 
name  of  a  getatlettian  6f  dinUdtk  ftochihon^^ 
(sir  J6hn  NIcholl),  tod  he  c6Uld  nbC 
conceive  why  he  ihotild  have  be^  ivoml* 
nated,  unless  it  was  apprehended  thift 
there  existed  a  crlMtM  cbhversdtiott  be- 
tween the  chanealloi:  6f  the  ii6heque^ 
and  the  old  ladV  iii  Thre^dh^edl^  stf^l 
ra  laugh.]  He  hiTd  fherefbrd  ^sertbd 
the  name  of  lord  Lasd&ll^ 

Mr.  Hdri  Davis  Mid,  thtft  <^hat^Vd^ 
might  be  lUdv^ht  of  the  po1iti6ca  BtttiT^ 
ments  of  thbse  who  had  itgned  the  (^ti- 
tion^  he  co6ia  onlyrepeat,  that  he  IM  h^vfelr 
^resetited  dri6  more  re^pehabiy  tfghed. 

Mr.  Tierm  ^\di  he  hiid  ho  d&M  6t 
the  re§pectabilil|y  tf  the  signdtdliei,  bA 
he  objected  to  it  on  accoiiht  of  the  ntatinl^t 
in  which  those  signatures  had  bteh  6b«* 
tained.  He  wotild  put  a  ^d^kiidn  to  thi 
hon.  gentleman.  Wis  it,  or  wail  it  nbt« 
a  fact,  thdt  at  d  hi^tio^  of  li  dub,  of 
which  Mr.  alderhiin  Daniiel  wSi  cbdirfhatf, 
that  petition  was  put  {y^hi&thkt  bf  Ucd* 
dent  or  not  he  should  ndt  loqtlire  j  hnb 
the  hands  of  ihe  chaiiman,  ih  diitt  tb 
obtain  the  signatured  of  the  itifenibers^ 
He  understood  that  liH  the  sl^oaitirc^ 
affixed  td  it,  with  the  excfefptibn  of  M^, 
were  obtained  iO  that  bldb  i  ttnA  HHw  h 
was  brought  forward  patpbirtittjj;:  to  be  thb 
petitioh  of  the  inhabltai|U  or  Bristol. 
The  Hkct  was,  that  bne  half  of  the  pendtfs 
who  Had  6tgnM  It,  did  hdt  IhtJir  irUt  ifab 
object  of  the  petition  wan* 

Mr.  tiari  Davis  said;  that  what  the 
right  hon.  gentlemiih  had  stated  irJk 
wholly  new  to  him,  fdf  he  had.  bot  eien 
heard  that  the  petilion  had  beeh  git^n  to 
alderman  Daniel.  Of  dll  those  wild  haS 
signed  it,  there  was  hot  one  conhigbt^ 
with  a  backing  Uoiise.  It  i^as  troe,  tKSt 
some  of  them  iirere  both  bablerk  kWl 
merchants ;  but  it  ^tii  ih  tH^  lattei*  bSfvl- 
city  that  they  had  slgribd  the  p^tili'dd. 

Mr.  Tiernep  said,  thiftt  they  tff^M  fn 
onti  capacity,  ahd  kcted  in  anoth^. 

Ordet^d  (0  lie  bh  the  table. 

CoMMtttiik'ox  Tifx  STitsbi^  taz 
Bank  of  England  axLLOtTiCti  irdk.l 
The  Chancellor  bf  tHb  Ex'che^ubi-  ioBvM 
th^  order  Of  the  day  fo^  th6  HiM  lo 
proceed  to  ballot  for  A  Ooitattlitteb  6f 
secrecy,  tO  InqOfre  itittt  the  iWte  bf  iHe 
Batik  of  ^ma6d;  iith  r^fbVi^ek  to  Me 
expediency  of  tho  iti(itbi»cltra  Hr  dtth 
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Sir  F.  hu^deH  ifigg^tMi  wYtfefh^r  it 
y^M  not  be  better  that  itfiiittt^fs  sUfbuld 
hand  it)  iNe  list  tif  Mtiiti  ihey  hid  pre- 
pared, ihnd  ko  8aV6  tTfe  H&inh  mu6h  unne- 
cfewarj  trouble,  tMd  a  rt>trn9»a(bdQt  way 
of  procefedlng,  which  w^ould  otAf  end  in 
iHrKat  be  proposed. 

Mh  Bennet  extfres^ti  hltoself  of  tb6 
s&me  d|iirtioVi:  it  Was  quite  imt^o^slblfe 
for  the  H6me  ahd  the  potirtttj^  nrot  ib  kek 
that  Hi^  nHtifstera  had  thb  tidttnAg  df  tU 
boAiihitfe^. 

Mr.  Deiii  said;  that  till  he  hbard  ii 
better  r^asbh  for  departing  fVom  thetistlrf 
practice,  he  eihotild  kdhere  to  that  prac- 
tice. 

Thfe  aiftk  ihto  fead  oVer  ^he  ititnki  rff 
the  memtieri,  add  lists  of  Members  for  the 
pl-opo^ed  botnmittde  were  thrown  intd  tb^ 
glass  bnf  the  tablfc.  No  member  of  the 
oppositioh  put  ill  a  li^t.  The  cbatxceltefr 
of  the  Exchequer  next  fiiovedj  that  a  cOtti- 
mfttee  be  ajipointed  to  exafaiiha  the  liifts, 
and  to  report  Wbat  Kiembers  had  the  ma- 
jority of  votes.  The  Speaker  named  MK 
Broaden,  Mr.  Cah^raft,  Mr.  Setjeiirit 
Onslow.  Mr.  Lambtoo,  Mr;  M'Doi1iflB> 
itnd  lord  Bifthlh^. 

Mr.  LaMioh  said;  Uiat  sibce  ft  wito 
already  perfectly  well  knoiihi  ahd  deteN 
liiined  Who  were  to  be  the  committee,  he 
would  rather  decUn^  ilikifa^  aby  fttxl  in 
picking  up  their  liliMa; 

The  BpfAer  taidi  that  he  had  to  apolo- 
gise to  the  Hon.  genttetnan,  if  he  had 
battled  him  tb  an  bffice  #hibtt  was  nnae- 
ceptisble  tb  him.  Md  iiahieb  for  die  com- 
mittee ih  qtieition  had  bec^b  banded  to 
hitn,  ana  he  had,  it  the  moment,  fixed 
iip6h  those  who  occnrri^  to  faim  aS  fit 
tb  dtschairge  thb  doty. 

Mr.  TiSrwey  said,  that  there  #aa  no 
dobbt  that  his  hon.  firlbbd  was  fit  for  any 
doty  ^bich  reqnhbd  iUipartiality ;  but 
Iherb  hdd  beeii  SO  little  impartiality  in 
thb  brdbbedihb  hitherto;  that  he  abonld 
thiiik  it  hM  that  tHd  ittihisters,  ttfter 
having  settled  tb  pttVatb  WAb  tflbtild  be 
the  hembeit  of  the  Cbttimitteb,  khotdd 
riibw  tHbhr  itdMrtiiiii^  by  d^iiHh^  Mr 
kn  hohV  bt  t«^o  aMeiitlehiUi  whd.had  no 
ibtbrekt  Id  thfefr  prote^dTbg^:  kk  ihey 
hkd  'sbtttea  \lU  li^'of  the  cbbmittee,  tbby 
mfaiil  tk  Wen  nateb  m  bc^utihbeb  dso. 

A  ibecdber  bbVerved:  that  HH  did  nbt 
tlbd^tib/d  the  Veb&fU  dT  Me  right  hon. 
I^tibmab.  ai  tb  tfitfatsUfs  dictating  the 
Jiathbl  on  (Hb  It^  Hbfiidthatttibhiin'g 
fbund  A  list  on  ills  tjftt^;  hbt  h%  MB  nbl 
iMlherea  to  it$  lie  bad  idMid th  ^\^  df 


bf  thte  itthiea,'  biber  fiabet^  Mw 
thb  bppbtthe  Usnch^  6f  nMbiitUd  gbn19«M 
aoeb.  He,  there^b,  mt  indignatti  at 
the  imptitatidh  of  Methif^  ^tbn  id  a  pita-^ 
cribed  fist. 

M^.  Tikmey  said,  thttt  he  i^oYiM  b§ 
sbrry  to  be  Supposed  to  havb  JbclatJted  id 
his  charge  idl  the  membets  df  the  Hohlb. 
Btit  he  toditfd  tbtt  the  hob.  geiftlMab; 
^ho  was  not,  he  bdieved,  a  kneMbeir  bf 
thb  last  p&rfiambbt,  that  h^  had  fbtmdf 
ffob  bniferm  bstperibbdb,  tUtft  the  siMftb 
lists  were  found,'  by  the  sinrib  aceidbbti 
ht  the  table  bf  a  %t^  ndiAb^^  bf  dim 
gebtlen^ti,  abd,  bf  tHb  saibe  tMTbl^k 
eatperibnce  bb  had  fomid  ifaat  tbbbe  Wfaift 
possbiifsed  tlie  indenendeticd  bf  the  botar. 
metdber  were  inf  tne  mitibfittv  and  ilrb 
majority  was  boMipb^bd  bf  liibsb  irhtf|>at 
the  liSti  lb  the  glass  jiist  ib  thb  same  iitatb 
bs  they  had  fbund  them  bb  tbbit  tablite. 

Mn  miMmari  safd,  thdt  be  htld  lb\iMl 
nb  list  oti  his  tanlb  [b  laugh.] 

The  Sp|ebker  theifdaMed  sibdthbl'  eobS^ 
ttittee,  teiaining  otily  Mr.  Bl-bg^ih  bild 
lord  Binnlni^  of  thbse  fbnbetly  Mibbd. 
They  Imtnedmtely  reWbd  to  exAmibe  thb 
lista,  and .  hi  the  cobiae  of  the  eybbhi|(, 
Mr.  Broedeh  rbjported  the  ndmei  Mf  tbb 
peirstinii  to  be  the  sbcrbt  cbbAnittebj  Hi, 
lord  Castlefeash,  Mr;  ebni(?e11br  of  Hite 
Excheqabr^  Mr.  HeMey;  Mr.  Canning, 
Mr.  Wellbsib^  Pblb,  Mr.  Litfaib,  Mr;  F. 
Itbbinson,  Mr.  Orehfell^  Mr.  HdiU^ibb, 
Mr:  Jamei  Abercroikiby,  Mh  Bihktt, 
Sir  Jtoes  Mackbtosh^  Mr.  Pbel^  Sir 
Jdbn  NibhdlK  Mr.  LIttlbton,  Mr.  Wi!tfbd» 
Mr.  Stbart  WdrUeyt  9kr.  Mabbin^^  m. 
Prbbkland  Le^iH,  Mh  Aabburst,  ilbd  Shr 
Jbbn  Nbi^f  t 

WaartshrsTBR  HxriTT^Os  BIlL.]  M^. 
Benbet  havhie  morbd  that  the  biH  bbiio# 
read  It  third  time. 

Sir  F.  Bui-dai  MH  hb  tfibuM  bdire  bebh 
stfonglt  ihcfined  to  fdhraM  aily  vneasntb 
Which  would  indemhi^  thb  gentleAAbl  fUr 
^bsbi^libfihiibiU^Hbi  fntebded,  frbb 
toy  dnforeibeb  blbbbsbit  Which  bad  MWb 
en  hirii,  VfalS  buUlc  duty  idlowed  bM  Kb 
to  do;  Btit  oh  thb  bonftidbratibb  bf  tfih 
qtlesttdii,  diteitbd  bif  bHtbtb  feelhkgi^  Hb 
cottM  Ubi  B(gree  tbbt  thb  geotlbniatt  #bb 
held  the  bffibb  bf  bigU  bbiKlf  of  Weat- 

eiikter  Would  be  USoiML  to  thro#.off 
s  o#b  khottldbrs  thb  birrihbn  of  An  bffibb 
MiicA  he  ^Itbitarilt  had  ntidertaketr. 
)lot  tMiy  Kbd  this  task  beeti  volontaHl^ 
nndlrrttibn,  bdi  hb  had  obid  b  large  sum 

TbeUiwwmchthb 
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preset  bill  was  intended  to  continue  was 
first  passed  in  the  year  1811,  on  the  re* 
coqimendation  of  a  committee^  which  at 
the  time  of  recommending  it  stated,  that 
it  was  objectionable,  but  that  pressed, 
as  they  conceived  themselves  to  be,  by 
(the  necessity  of  the  case,  imagining  fas 
he  thought,  without  any  good  grounos) 
that  the  peace  of  Westminster  depended 
4>n  its  passing,  they  had  brought  it  forward 
as  the  best  measure  which  occurred  on 
ihe  spur  of  the  occasion.  This  act, 
stultified  as  it  might  be  said  to  have  been 
by  its  authors,  had  now  continued  for 
seven  years,  and  he  thought  the  House 
would  agree  that  they  were  not  warranted 
in  renewing  a  measure  which  was  so  ob- 
jectionable in  itself.  The  high  bailiff  had 
atated  that  the  profits  of  his  office  were 
only  200^.  a  year— a  statement  on  the  face 
of  It  hardly  probable  with  respect  to  a 
place  for  which  that  gentleman  had  given 
4,00(V.  But  if  they  looked  into  the  ac- 
counts they  would  see  the  cause  of  it. 
The  gross  profits  were  450/. ;  but  out  of 
this  were  was  reserved  a  rent  of  150^  to 
Jthe  dean  and  chapter,  and  the  high 
bailiff  moreover  paid  100/.  a  year  to  a 
deputy.  But  if  by  reason  of  these  de- 
ductions, the  high  bailiff  was  uosble  to 
bear  the  burthen  of  the  office,  he  surely 
was  not  entitled  to  come  to  parliament  for 
relief.  It  was  a  law  principle,  that  benefit 
and  burthen  should  go  together.  Where 
the  benefit  of  the  office  wu  eq^al  to  die 
bi^rthen,  but  the  benefit  was  divided 
amo^ga  number  of  individuals,  it  was 
not  to  be  contended,  that  they  should  be 
relieved  from  the  necessary  charges  of  it, 
because  the  sum  could  not  otherwiae  be 
divided  among  so  many.  The  dean  and 
chapter  had  sold  the  office,  and  had  re- 
served a  rent  out  of  it.  The  House  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that.  The  high  bailiff 
appointed  a  deputy  to  execute  the  duties 
woich  he  did  not  perform  in  person ;  the 
House  also  had  nothing  to  do  with  that. 
The  high  bailiff  therefore  was  in  the  con- 
dition of  any  man  who  had  made  an  im- 
provident bargain,  and  was  not  entitled 
to  come  to  the  House  for  relief.  At  any 
rate,  it  was  not  on  the  candidates  that  the 
burthen  should  be  thrown.  The  dean  and 
chapter  had  made  the  office  a  matter  of 
emolument,  which  in  its  nature  was  an 
office  of  the  highest  trust.  The  high 
bailiff  in  Westminster  had  to  perform  all 
the  duties  of  a  sheriff  in  a  county.  To 
impannel  juries,  to  return  the  mewers, 
and  to  piescivo  the  peace  of  the  city. 


maminUer  Hmtings  BUI.  [S8t 

This  office  they  had  sold ;  and  though  it 
happened  in  the  present  instance  it  could 
not  have  been  better  filled,  it  was  evident 
that  this  was  mere  accident,  for  they  had 
only  confirmed  the  appointment  made  by 
Mr.  Browning,  the  present  hish  bailiff's 
predecessor.  On  them,  therefore,  if  not 
on  the  high  bailiff,  the  burthen  of  the 
election  should  fall;  for  he  considered 
the  attempt  to  cast  the  expenses  on  the 
already  over-burthened  poor-rates  as  ob- 
jectionable aa  the  proposal  to  tlirow  i^ 
on  the  candidates.  The  charges  made  at 
elections  were  formerly  considered  as  an 
emolument,  rather  than  as  a  bare  remu** 
neration  to  the  high  bailiff:  the  charges 
which  had  been  made  upon  him  (sir  t. 
Burdett)  on  a  former  occasion  he  had  re* 
sisted,  as  he  thought  the  principle  unjust. 
The  chief  justice  of  the  court  ofKing's- 
bench  had  decided  that  he  was  liable  to 
pay  the  expenses — but  they  were  reduced 
to  the  legal  charges,  which  turned  out 
to  be  very  irifiing.  It  was  proved,  there- 
fore, that  even  at  present,  under  this 
decision  (which  he  certainly  had  thought 
objectionable ) ,  the  high  bailiff  could  gethis 
legal  expenses ;  the  present  bill,  therefore^ 
could  only  be  considered  as  a  sanction 
for  the  extortion  of  excessive  charges. 
He  therefore  should  propose,  that  the 
bill  should  be  read  a  third  time  on  thia 
day  fortnight,  to  give  time  for  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire,  that  the  House  might 
legislate  with  deliberation.  To  him  it 
seemed  plain  on  whom  the  burthen  should 
fall.  The  church  had  been  very  astute 
in  taking  the  good  things  of  the  world, 
and  throwing  from  its  shoulders  the 
burthens  of  it;  but  it  seemed  plain  to 
him,  that  the  collegiate  church  of  West- 
minster, being  in  the  habit  of  making  a 
profit  of  the  high  office  with  the  disposal 
of  which  they  were  entrusted,  and  being 
{possessed  of  estates  charged  with  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  that  office, 
should  pay  the  expenses  with  whidi  the 
duties  of  it  were  burthened.  The  hon. 
baronet  expressed  his  opinion,  that  rather 
than  let  the  present  bill  pass,  it  would  be 
much  better  to  have  the  candidates  at  the 
next  election  called  upon  to  pay  a  specific 
sum  for  the  expense  of  the  hustings ;  for 
such  a  levy,  although  he  could  not  think 
it  strictly  justifiable,  would  be  a  much 
lesser  evil  than  permanently  to  burthen 
the  people  of  Westminster.  Such  a  bur- 
then ought  obviously  not  to  be  imposed 
without  any  previous,  inquiry,  and  espe- 
cially on  a  place  where  the  election  was 
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deddedly  more  firee  and  popular  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  empire. 

Sir  R.  WUton  followed  60  Che  same 
ride.  He  observed,  that  in  his  opposition 
to  this  measure,  he  did  not  mean  to  act 
kividioutly  towards  the  high  bailiff,  but 
he  thought  that  the  dean  and  chapter 
should  rather  be  called  upon  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  election.  The  law,  he 
said,  required  that  etery  member  of  par- 
liament should  be  possessed  of  SOOi.  a 
year ;  but  the  enormous  charges  of  the 
high  bailiff  of  Westminster  might  oblige 
an  independent  man,  of  small  fortune^  Co 
mortgage,  for  a  space  of  three  years  and 
a  half,  the  property  which  would  entitle 
him  to  sit  in  that  house.  It  was  not  true, 
that  county  members  were  obliged  to  pay 
the  election  expenses :  it  was  altogether 
optional  with  them.  If  county  canmdates 
did  not  think  fit  to  give  three  days  notice 
of  iheir  intention  to  stand  the  election, 
they  were  not  legally  bound  to  pay  the 
expenses.  * 

Kfr.  Ltnoson  said,  that  in  a  constitu- 
tional point  of  view  he  thought  there  were 
serious  objections  to  the  bill.  He  did 
not  think  that  the  expenses  of  elections 
should  fall  upon  any  of  the  candidates— 
not)  certainly,  on  the  unsuccessful  can- 
ilidate.  It  was  unreasonable  to  demand 
that  the  political  criminal  should  defray 
the  expense  of  erecting  that  scaffold  on 
which  had  been  executed  his  hopes,  his 
character,  and  not  unfrequently  his  for* 
tune.  Nor  was  it  fair  at  this  game,  that 
the  loser  should  pay  for  the  tables.  Ac- 
cording to  the  good  old  practice*  of  the 
constitution,  candidates  were  paid  for 
their  attendance  in  parliament,  on  the 
principle  that  elections  took  place  for 
Che  benefit  of  the  people;  and  he  did  not 
see  wh^  this  practice  should  have  been 
discontinued;  for  members  ought  to  be 
remunerated  for  their  trouble,  whatever 
might  be  thought  upon  the  subject  by 
those  who  resorted  to  taverns  instead  of 
attending  that  House,  and  who  looked 
for  their  remuneration  to  some  casual  ex- 
tortion or  unduly  acquired  place.  But 
the  opinion  of  such  persons  could  have  no 
weight  with  him  [a  cry  of  question!! 
He  was  surprised  at  the  haste  with  which 
the  hon.  mover  sought  to  press  this  mea- 
sure. Although  a  professed  advocate  for 
parliamentary  reform,  the  hon.  member 
would  not  allow  time  to  inquire  upon  a 
aobject  so  interesting  to  the  public.  It 
was  strange  that  the  hon.  mover,  who  was 
the  other  night  such  an  advocate  for  in- 


quiry upon  the  subject'  of  the  Bank  res« 
triction,  should  on  this  occasibn  be  such 
a  strenuous  opponent  of  inquiry*-thua 
preferring  precipitate  injustice,  to  tardy 
JuBtrce.  If  the  high  bailiff  bad  made  a 
bad  bargain,  and  could  not  be  reimbursed 
by  the  dean  and  chapter,  he  should  seek 
it  at  the  hands  of  those  who  derived  be- 
nefit from  the  arrangements  necessary  on 
such  occasions;  namely,  the  parties  re- 
presented. With  this  view  of  the  subject, 
if  a  division  were  pressed,  he  should  be 
happy  to  be  in  a  minority  with  the  bonr. 
baronet. 

Mr.  Bennet  observed,  that  no  one  but 
the  hon.  baronet  had  maintamed  the  rin- 
^ular  doctrine,  that  the  expanse  attend- 
ing the  erection  of  hustings  for  the  West- 
minster  election  should  be  defrayed  by 
the  high  bailiff.    If,  indeed,  this  cioctrine 
were  admitted,  in  what  a  situation  woold 
the  high  bailiff  be  placed !   Seven  years 
had  elapsed  since  this  officer  had  purcnased 
his  office,  and  if  the  hon  baronet's  doctrine 
were  established,  he  mutt  have  lost  within 
that  period  no  less  than  8,00(tf.    It  had 
been  stated,    that  the  candidates  at  a 
Westminster  election  had  to  pay  2JX0L 
to  the  high  bailiff  for  the  expense  of  Che 
hustings ;  but  this  statement  was  utterly 
untrue,   as  was  another  allegation  very 
confidently  made,  that  one  of  the  candi- 
dates at  the  last  election  had  a  claim  made 
upon  him  for  900/.    So  far  was  this  from 
being  true,   that  9001.  formed  the  whole 
amount  of  the  charge  for  hustings,  fte. 
at  the  last  election.    But  dismissing  these 
falsehoods,  the  question  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  was  this— was  it  fitting 
or  just  that  the  high  bailiff  should  be 
obliged  to  pay  the  expense  arising  out  of 
the  erection  of  hustings  necessary  for  the 
conduct  of  a  contested  election?    The 
high  bailiff  had  already  suffered  a  severe 
loss,  and  a  special  act  was  passed  for  bis 
relief  from  such  a  hardship.    Yet  to  such 
hardship  would  this  officer  be  again  ex« 
posed,  if  the  present  bill  were  not  passed 
into  a  law.    But  this  bill  was,  in  fact,  in 
stricl  conformity  with  the  principle  of  the 
law  with  regard  to  the  elections  for  coun- 
ties, and  a  mere  transcript  of  the  law 
which  had  existed  in  Westminster  itself 
for  above  seven  years,   during  which  it 
was  never  petitioned  a^insL    No  objee* 
tion  to  Uiis  law  had,   mdeed,  ever  been 
made  either  by  the  candidates  for  Wesl- 
minster  or  their  constituents,   since  ita 
enactment.    Yet  it  was  now  proposed  by 
the  bon.  baronet  to  have  tins  officer  fCiH 
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thfn  b^  (Mr.  Bt)  ibpul4  f^  Qfui^a  lyo^ 
for  it. 

^x.  Z>.  fF.  Hqrvfiy  obQervedy  that  $d- 
|boug)i  all  sheriffii^  ^id  other  Vetm^ning 
officecfia  4be  couDtry,  were'u^dwK^,i£ea 
for  apjiespenij^  cora^c^id  i^Ub  ejpati^ana, 
f^high  biiilia  of  Wettpciiost^  (§lM>ula  ip 
a^it]^  bfi  excepted  frooy  aud^  io« 
^B/avaiityi  th^  service^  of  the  fornix 
m^Pg  qonipulsory,  wWI^e  fivit  pf  ^P 
)i^rjf^Tf$  vplimtary.  Thp  fqroi^r  ver^ 
compellable  by  law  to  accept  their  office^^ 
|u^  1^  ,dj9/ch^ge  th^  duties  att||ch($fl  to 
i\jm;  Ilut  i\L^  h^h  bailiff  had  t^cup  l|ii 
p%i«  frofii  .^<9|fcey  i^id  for  tt^e  ^cquisUipb 
Af  pco$t.  7?hi«,  inidped,  appeared  fron^ 
^  rapprt  Ofjwe  committee  vith  respect 
jlfi  (bat  a£^i  *tAe  high  baiUff  having  con- 
ftftW^y  R^  4fiP0l-  %  4t  origmallF,  mid 
^OMe4  pefore  the  cocfo^it^^^,  thft  j^ 
Hiakipg  th^  purclf^,  he  calcuhted  upon 
deriviiig  profit  fjcqm  the  return  otpQvaj^ej^ 
^  tj^t  Jbo^^  W^s  it  jio  b^  endured  a# 
fi  pripcipl^,  ,tbat  a  piit^iic  offip^r  /fhoutd 
l^e  a)1(^v^4  ^o  obtain  profit  for  execi^ting 
ij^  ,king>  (Writ,  and  ip Aing  th^  x^ro  pf 
^  IPQip^^r  to  that  hofijie  ?  ^or  thf  s^  r^ 
fppa  ^  ^hquld  ypte.witb  t|)e  hqn.  baronet. 
•  l^r.  Hump  obsenredf  that  the  ^pp. 
])9Pf^r  bad  PMt  tb^  qupsti^pfpr  the.cpo^l- 
^oi^ion  of  th^  bouie  .on  thvi  pi^cajsiop 
^F^r  ^n&irly•  For  the  q^entlpn  W9^ 
jsaty  .ivrl^tfi^r  the  hig|^  bfu|iC  should  pay 
Ibff  expend  af  #  Wje^^ipitf^ir  election  or 
(nat,bi)t  v^i^tber  that  jdxpenpp  abould  be 
49&aViPd  by  tlje  ^p^n  and  chapter.  This 
.waa  tfip  jTiPal  xp^tioo,  and  uppp  this  he 

felt  km^f  cfiUed  to  vote  for  the  fmen4- 
xpeptf  jp  order  to  afford  tiine  fbr  /exami- 
jiation.  It  viNi  a  principle  alvaya  maio- 
4aiped  by  die  chancellor  of  the  excheauer, 
4hat  where  any  man  could  obtiun  redree^ 
in  a  court  of  IfLWt  he  ^as  i^ot  entitled  tp 
4nake  an  iippe/il  to  that  hoi^e.  The  high 
.bailiff  in  mSikipg  bia  contiyict  fpr  the  pur- 
chase of  b^  placey  ought  to  have  poen 
Apprized  of  tKa  expenses  to  which  be  «ras 
liable  in  the  execution  of  its  duties.  If 
JSP,  b^  bad  no  aprieyaace  tP  cpmplaio  of 
op  the  poipt  before  tbehouf  e ;  but  if  not, 
be  badiiis  repiedy  by  la^t  being  eptitled 
.to  tell  the  dpao  and  chaptert  i^  if  they 
.would  not  pay  the  pxpepy^  connected 
.with  the  Westminat^r  election,  they  mu«t 
4mke  the  ratum  themiabres* 

The  bouse  divided  pntheorigipal  mo- 
tion, «  That  the  bill  be  uqw  read  a  third 
4ime;"  Ayes,  3Si  NP9,  10.    The  bill 


^8  aocordiogly  x^d  f  ilut^  t|ffle,  i^d 
passed. 

Lift  nf  ih€  Mwm^ 

Baroatt,  James   '  Sehnaht,  sir  J. 

Harvey,  D.  W.  Wiljiams,  W. 

Hume,  Joseph  Weltesl^,  W-  P.  T.L. 

Oi^mi^n^yy  F.  ]V)[. 
Protheroe,  ^. 
Randiffe,  l6Td 


Burdistt,  sir  F. 
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POUSE  OF  X.0)5LPS. 

Thurs4aiff  Febrp^r^  ^. 

CpxTQN  Fa^torixs-] — The  Earl  of 
Lawd^daU  pb^f^rF^d,  that  a9  a  nqble  lord 
h^  givf^  nptjce  pf  bis  iotepMop  |p  p)OVp 
to^nyprrow  fpr  a  comtnittpp  to  .take  jjntp 
consideration  |l)p  numoer  of  boMis  dpripg 
which  cbijidrep  .wpre  eipplpypd  in  the 
ppMqp  factories,  bp  wii^hpd  to  p^  tibp^ 
n^»la  Iqrd's  a^ti^pUo^  tp  the  rpi^l  stajbe  of 
tbe  esse.  The  subject  )^d  bepp  upder 
consideration  last  year,  in  consequence  c^f 
itfk  haxi^g  come  before  th^ir  lomshipf  in 
the  ^hape  of  a  bill  frpm  tbe  Cpipnipiii ; 
a|id  hp  thpugbt  it  nyght  have  bpep  fi)lpyred 
1^  tfu^e  >he^a»P  co^r^^gain.  lip  did/Pfi!t 
jDpan  tP.s^y  ^^y  ^>W,f^t  pr^^p^  on  xlap 
j»f^\p  q£  the  qi^e^ifn,  bat  he  if^isbed  tp 
9|]|peal  tp  :tbe  Pft»dp^r  i^  Jtfv?  poble  Iprd. 
on  t)r.o  ^ijwent  pointy,  ap  grpiipds  for  ,tbe 
posjt|M>nenient  QtiHs  ynoiipp.  In  the  fir^t 
place,  it  would  bP  rppoU^ed,  tb?t  great 
dijQ^Ci^y  had  been  ej^pprienp^d  ip  the 
cepr^eof  laat8W>on  M>  ^nd  p^uffici^t 

number  of  ^n^ipbe^  to  attend  the  icpffi- 
mit^.  The  JipMe  lord  w#s,  however, 
gpingto  propose  its  re-apppiutpnent  at  |i 
tipie  .^hen  Sievprpl  noble  lords  .wp^p  abPHt 
to  be  appoin^  to  conduct  a  pipst  iiffpor- 
tapt  investigation.  The  fecppd  ppipt  w%a 
this:  be  had  jnst  received  a  voluminous 
m^  pf  papers  ponnected  with  this  sub- 
ject, the  details  of  which  wprp  stated  to 
cpnuin  proof  .that  the  la^e  disturbanpes 
at  Manche^er,  pnd  pther  places  whpre 
cotton  manufactories  j^^fi  established, 
bad  boPn  pccasipnpd  by  thp  misreprpsen* 
tations  wbiph  prevailed  la^t  year,  wh^ 
the  invpstigatipn  of  thj^  subject  was  gping 
on.  Thii  w;|s  pippat  iuipprtaot  asaertiop, 
and  be  .wished  to  bpve  the  pj>portunity  of 
ex^n»inipg  the  evid^npp  for  ^t»  as  it  pugbt 
DPt  to  be.  wade  without  a  statement  pf  the 
grounds  pn  ^bipb  it  was  founded ;  but  he 
could  not  read  a^  the  pappra  before 
^Iopday.      Af uch   mjypcbipf   bad     b^^pA 

done  by  the  ckdUatioo  pf  mutifatpd  e»- 
t^ctt  pf  (bp  rridenpe  which  M  b^(f> 
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iMtrd  ImI  wtmotu  From  wliat  ht  had 
•Utedf  be  tnuted  the  noUe  lord  would 
|K»lpoDe  hit  motioDy  al  least  till  Mondaji 
if  oot  longer. 

Lord  Kenyon  wished  to  afford  ewerj  op- 
portunity for  a  fill!  and  free  enquiry.  He 
was,  therefore,  not  unwilling  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  noble  earl,  so  far 
as  to  postpone  the  motion  he  intended  to 
make  until  Monday,  but  he  did  not  think 
it  right  to  consent  to  a  longer  delay.  With 
regard  to  what  the  noble  earl  had  said,  as 
to  the  difficulty  of  finding  members  to  at- 
tend the  committee  of  last  session,  he 
should  <mly  remark,  that  there  was  not  a 
aingle  day  on  which  the  committee  had 
not  met  and  transacted  business.  As  to 
atatements  on  the  subject  of  the  in?esti- 
ntion,  not  consistent  with  fact,  haTing 
been  cireulatkl,  he  did  not  doubt  but 
such  mi^t  have  been  the  case;  but 
at  the  same  time  he  must  observe,  that  a 
very  different  opinion  from  that  alluded 
to  by  the  noble  earl  was  entertained  by 
many  respecting  the  origin  of  the  dis- 
turbances. 

Sbcut  Committbs  oh  trb  Stats 
ov  THX  Bank  Ballottbd  vor.]  A 
ballot  took  place  for  a  secret  committee 
to  consider  the  state  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, with  reference  to  the  resumption  of 
cash  nayments,  &c*  The  election  fell 
«ipon  the  following  lords,  vias. :«— The  lord 
president  (earl  of  Harrowby),  the  duke 
of  Welliogton,  the  marquess  of  Lansdowo, 
die  duke  of  Montrose,  the  earl  of  Liver* 

Kol,  the  earl  of  St.  Germans,  earl 
tburst,  viscount  Sidmoutfa,  the  earl  of 
Aberdeen,  viscount  Granville,  lord  King, 
lord  Granville,  lord  Redesdale,  and  the 
€vl  of  Lauderdale. 
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rAiffJoby,  Febrwry  4. 

Fbtxtiom  or   Dairtrrs   Sullivak.3 
Mr.  Bennet  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  a 

Kition  from  a  person  called  Dennis  Sul- 
to,  who  stated, t&at  he  had  received  a 
severe  wound  in  bis  majesty's  service^  in 
consequence  of  which  he  bad  been  ren- 
dered incapable  of  labouring  for  his  sup« 
port.  He  t nought  it  would  appear  to  every 
member  who  took  the  trouble  of  inquiring 
into  the  Cffonmatances  of  the  case,  that 
tfiere  could  not  be  a  more  distressing  ai^ 
tuition  than  that  in  which  this  unfortu- 
nate iadividua]  was  placed.  He  had  been 
dRiUbMd  in  the  servtoe  of  his  king  and 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


country,  and  yet,  because  he  wanted  one 
document  (a  smart  ticket),  he  must  be 
turned  out  to  starve  1  A  more  urgent  case 
than  the  present,  had  never,  in  his 
opinion,  called  for  the  attention  of  the 
persons  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty* 
Whether  this  man's-  claim  had  failed 
from  waA  of  form  in  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  Applied,  he  knew  not;  but  it  was 
certain  that  he  had  applied  for  a  pension, 
and  that  his  claim  had  not  been  recog- 
nised. He  was  sure  if  the  Admiralty 
would  take  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
into  consideration,  they  would  find  that 
his  claims  ought  not  to  be  resisted*  It 
appeared,  from  his  own  declaration,  that 
he  had  served  twelve  years  in  the  navy, 
and  that  having  been  disabled  by  a  severe 
wound,  he  had  been  discharged  in  i8H ; 
that  he  possessed  certificates  from  the 
officer  under  whom  he  had  last  served, 
showing  that  he  had  been  wounded  in  the 
service ;  that  he  was  unable  to  work  in 
consequence  of  his  wound ;  but  that  he 
could  not  establish  his  claim  to  a  pension, 
because  he  hsd  neglected  to  get  a  smart- 
ticket  when  he  was  discharged. 

Sir  George  Cocklmm  stated,  that  in  all 
matters  of  this  kind,  the  Admiralty  were 
obliged  to  follow  the  regulations  of  an 
order  in  council.  It  was  indis(>ensably 
necessary  to  have  a  smart  ticket,  in  order 
to  be  entitled  to  any  pension,  and  as  the 
petitioner  had  not  such  a  ticket,  under 
the  existing  regulations,  he  was  not  en- 
titled to  a  pension. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CoKDtCT  OT  Mr.  Wynbham  Qvik.] 
Sir  Robert  fViism  rose  and  said,  it  was  his 
painful  duty  to  present  a  petition  for 
which  he  was  sure  the  house  would  have 
deep  regret,  any  occasion  should  appear 
to  mive  been  offered,  since  the  allegationa 
contained  in  it,  if  proved,  would  subject 
not  only  a  gentleman  in  a  distmguisbedsta- 
tion  at  the  Irish  bar,  but  also  a  member  of 
that  house,  to  its  severest  animadversion 
for  a  breach  of  privilege,  aflbcting  ita 
honour  and  dignity,  subversive  of  the 
freedom  of  elective  franchise,  and  those 
securities  which  should  guard  the  sane- 
tuaries  of  justice,  as  well  as  of  theconstita- 
tion.  He  lamented  the  hon.  member  waa 
not  in  England ;  but  as  he  had  received 
intimation  of  the  petitioner's  intention,  and 
the  petitioner's  private  interests  would  be 
mucn  injured  by  an  indefinite  delay,  he 
trusted  tne  house  would  not  think  the  pe- 
tition had  been  precipitately  brought  tor- 
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ward.    If  the  hon.  member  had  been  pre* 
Bentt    he  should    have  abstained    from 
every  obserration  which  might  prejudge 
the  case ;   absent,  he  would  redouble  his 
caution ;  but  it  was  only  justice  to  add, 
that  whilst  the  parties  accused  stood  high 
in,  the  estimation  of  many  members  in 
that  house,  and  their  friends  in  general, 
the  petitioner,  from  his  station  in  society, 
bis  connexions,  and  above  all,  his  chsrac- 
ter,  was  no  less  entitled  to  the  considera- 
tion which  an  honourable  accuser  had  a 
right  to  expect,  and  which,  as  a  just  man, 
he.  would  only  require  until  the  parties 
accused  hsd  had  an  opportunity  to  defend 
themselves  from  his  charge.    It  appeared 
that  the  hon.  Wyndbam  Quin,  a  member 
of  parliament  far  the  county  of  Limerick, 
bad  been,  some  time  back,  appointed  Cus" 
ios  RotuloTum  for  that  county.    Amongst 
the  many  offices  in  bis  patronage,  was  that 
of  the  clerkship  of  the  peace,  an  office  of 
very  great   importance-  as  administering 
both  criminal  and  civil  justice,  and  holding 
the  registry  of  all  freeholds.    In  Ireland, 
he  also  understood  it  to  be  considered  of 
peculiar  importance,from  other  duties  being 
sittached  to  it,  which  produced  tp  its  holder 
a  considerable  revenue,  as  well  as  great 
personal  importance.  Mr.  Thomas  William 
Grady,  the  petitioner,  had  been  in  posses* 
sion  of  his  office  for  fifteen  years  preceding. 
Shortly  after  his  appointment,  the  hon. 
Wyndham  Quin  sent  him  a  communication 
of  his  intention  to  remove  him,  but  to  allow 
him  a  pension  of  200/.  a  year  out  of  the 
emoluments  of  the  office.    The  petitioner 
declined  acceding  to  the  proposal.  In  Sep- 
tember Mr.  Carew  Smith  called  on  Mr. 
Quin  to  interfere  onbehalf  ofMr.  Grady, 
Mr.  Quin  told  him   he  intended  to  ap* 
point  Mr.  Richard  Smith,  of  Limerick, 
but  that  he  would  insist  on  his  allowing 
Mr.  Grady  200/.  a  year  out  of  the  pro6ts 
of  the  office,  on  condition  that  the  latter 
gentleman  should  support  him  at  elections 
for  knights  of  the  shire,  with  his  hundred 
tenants.    Mn.C.   Smith   observed,   that 
such  a  contract  would  be  illegal.    Mr. 
Quin  said  it  would  be  onlyanequivalent^ 
VL/fuid  pTQ  quo.    Next  day,  Mr.  Quin  re- 
newed tb«  proposition,  in  presence  of  a 
gentlesaaQ  named    Thomas   Goold,  esq. 
Mr.  G.  Smith  expressed  hts  opinion  of  its 
illegality.  .He  however  drew  up  a  minute 
of  the  conversation  and  sent  it  to  Mr. 
Quin.    The  nexi  day  Mr.  Quin,  accom* 
paoied  by  Mr.  Goold,  delivered  to  Mr.  C. 
Smith  the  minute,  with  a  verbal  alteration 
ikal  apjpoartf  on  ithp  face  of  it*    Mr. 


Goold  objected  tO'Mr.  Quin'a  putting  hie 
name  to  the  paper,  but  declared  he  would 
alwajTB  testify  to  the  validity  of  the  en- 
gagement. As  the  case  materially  rested 
on  the  actual  words  as  well  as  the  authen* 
ticity  of  this  minute,  he  could  not  trust 
to  the  accuracy  of  his  memory,  but  read 
a  copy  of  it  to  the  House.  The  hon. 
member  then  read  a  copy  of  the  minute 
to  the  following  effisct  :•*"  The  hon.  Mr. 
Quin  proposed  that  Mr.  R.  Smith  should 
be  appointed  to  the  office,  on  condition  of 
hts  paying  Mr.  T.  W.  Grady,  a  sum  of 
200/.  a  year  out  of  the  profits  of  it,  and 
that  it  was  expected  that  Mr.  T.  W. 
Grady  should  remain  politically  connected 
with  the  hon.  W.  Quin,  as  long  as  ho 
continued  in  the  receipt  of  the  said  sum, 
but  that  he  should  be  at  liberty  at  any 
time  on  failure  of  payment,  or  on  giving 
up  the  said  annuity,  to  make  a  transfer  of 
his  political  interesL*'  When  the  peti- 
tioner received  the  proposal  he  rejected 
it  with  indignation,  ana  iminediately  de- 
clared his  resolution  to  bring  the  matter 
before  parliament.  That  intention  be- 
coming public,  a  gentleman  of  Limerick, 
Mr.  Garbett,  alarmed  for  Mr.'  Quin^  called 
on  him,  and  advised  him  to  oftr  the  200if. 
a  year  to  Mr.  Grady  without  any  consi- 
deration, accordingly  Mr.  Quin  wrote  a 
memorandum  to  Mr.  Grady  as  follows :-« 
<<  Mr.  Grady  may  vote  as  he  pleases,  and 
if  it  shall  be  against  me,  I  will  not  de- 
prive him  of  his  annuity."  When  the  pe- 
titioner read  it,  he  thought  he  should, 
be  equally  culpable  with  the  member 
complained  of,  if  he  had  received  the 
proffered  allowance,  or  given  up  his  desiga 
of  a  public  investigation.  He  (sir  R* 
Wilson)  was  instructed  to  say  that  the  pe- 
titioner was  perfectly  prepared  to  prose* 
cute  the  inquiry,  and  tnat  the  documenta 
referred  to  could  all  be  produced  before 
the  house,  or  a  committee.  He  hoped  he 
had,  in  stating  the  matter,  abstained  from 
every  thing  but  a  plain  description  of  the 
case,  and  then  moved,  that  the  petition 
be  brought  up. 

The  Soeaker  stated,  ^tbat  before  pro- 
ceeding mrther  in  this  business,  he  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
last  case  of  the  same  description  which 
had  come  before  the  house.  The  hon. 
member  had  been  kind  enough  to  com- 
municate to  him  his  intention  on  his  en- 
tering the  house.  The  house  were  aware 
how  short  the  interval  was  which  he  had 
had  for  inquiry ;  but  he  had  found  a  casa 
in  point,  imd  ^t  lie  sbould  aiale  to  At 
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House.  The  point  to  which  he  irished  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  House  was  the 
first  step  of  proceeding — ^whether  the  pe- 
tition snould  now  be  brought  op  or  not 
In  1811  there  was  an  entry  of  a  similar 
petition  having  been  offered  to  bo  pre- 
sented, containing  charges  against  Rich- 
ard Mantel  Philips,  esq. — The  house  or- 
dered him  to  attend  in  his  place  on  the 
14th  of  June.  If  this  case  was  to  serve 
the  House  as  a  precedent,  the  course  now 
to  be  pursued  would  be»  to  direct  the  at- 
tendance of  Mr.  Quin  on  some  succeeding 
day,  before  the  petition  was  brought  up. 
He  would  only  aad^  that  if  this  case  were 
pursued,  all  farther  observations  at  present 
woidd  be  premature.  When  the  petition 
was  brought  up,  the  case  would,  of  course, 
be  open  to  discussion.  There  might  be 
other  cases,  but  he  hoped  the  house  would 
forgive  his  inability  to  recollect  any 
others. 

Lord  CtuUereagh  thought  it  impossible 
to  adopt  any  other  course  than  that  which 
had  been  suggested  by  the  Speaker,  and 
hoped  the  p;allant  officer  would  be  of 
the  same  opmion,  and  would  more  that 
Mr.  Quin  be  ordered  to  attend  the  house. 

Sir  John  Newport  hoped»  as  this  was 
the  last  day  for  recehring  election  peti- 
tions, that  this  would  not  be  considered  a 
bar  to  their  entertaining  this  case  here- 
after. 

The  Speaker  stated,  that  the  proceed- 
ings related  to  a  succeeding  election,  and 
not  to  the  past. 

Sir  Robert  Wilson  then  moved,  **  That 
the  hon.  Wjndham  Quin  do  attend  this 
house  in  his  place  upon  this  day  seven- 
night;''  which  was  agreed  to. 

NoRtRBRN  Circuit.]  Mr.  M.  A. 
Taylor  said,  it  would  not  be  necessary  for 
him  to  detain  the  house  more  than  a  sin- 
gle moment.  The  subject  had  been  se- 
veral times  before  the  house;  it  had  been 
lully  discussed  last  session ;  and  there  was 
now,  he  believed,  no  gentleman,  who 
would  object  to  the  northern  counties 
being  placisd  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  counties,  as  to  the  administration  of 

JQStiee.  He  was  fortunate  that  thesub- 
ect  had  been  long  under  discussion ;  he 
was  fortunate,  too,  that  it  had  received 
the  concorrepce  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
who  were  in  ptogress  with'  arrangements 
for  earrying  tne  measure  into  execution. 
After  toe  leport  of  the  committee  of  the 
ttth  of  March  should  have  been  read,  be 
would  move,  ««  That  an  humble  Address 


be  presented  to  his  msjesty,  to  represent 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Kegent, 
that  the  house,  having  taken  into  tlieir 
consideration  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  admmistratioo  of  Justice 
on  the  Northern  Circuit,  humbly  request 
that  his  Royal  Highness  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  adopt  such  measures  as  shall 
give  to  the  Counties  of  Westmorland, 
Cumberland,  Durham  and  Northumber- 
land, and  the  town  and  county  of  Newcas- 
tle-upon-Tyne, the  benefit  of  a  General 
Gaol  Delivery,  and  a  Commission  of  Assize 
and  Nisi  Prius,  twice  in  each  year ;  and 
to  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  this 
house  will  make  good  any  expense  at- 
tending the  same." 

The  Solicitor  General  sUted,  that  the 
subject  had  been  some  tfcne  under  the 
consideration  of  his  majesty's  government. 
In  the  report  of  the  committee,  no  speci- 
fic mode  oy  which  the  advantage  could  be 
obtained,  was  pointed  out.  He  could  only 
assure  the  house,  that  the  subject  was  now 
under  the  consideration  of  his  majesty's 
government,  and  that  an  arrangement  was 
in  contemplation  which  would,  he  believed^ 
give  general  satisfaction.  ' 

Mr.  Denman  said,  that  he  could  not  re- 
frain, from  expressing  his  surprise,  that  so 
long  after  the  subject  had  been  discussed 
in  that  house  and  out  of  that  house,  after 
men  connected  with  the  law,  and  uncon- 
nected with  it,  had  given  a  decided  opi- 
nion, it  should  be  announced  to  that 
house,  that  the  subject  was  now  under 
the  consideration  of  ministers.  Last  ses- 
sion the  subject  had  been  fully  discussed 
in  that  house,  four  northern  grand  juries 
bad  expressed  their  strong  conviction  on 
the  subject ;  surely  the  pimlic  had  v  right 
to  expect  that  ministers  would,  in  conse* 
ouence,  have  had  something  ready  before 
tnis.     He  was  very  happy  to  give  his  sup- 

Sort  to  the  motion  of  his  hdn.  friend,  and 
e  hoped  that  it  would  be  carried  into 
effect,  without  injuring  the  general  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  by  multiplying  the 
number  of  judges,  whidi  he  should  con- 
sider a  great  evil.  [Hear !]  The  increase 
of  the  number  of  puisne  judges  in  West- 
minster-hall would  promote  neither  the 
independence  of  the  bar,  nor  the  service  of 
the  public  During  the  whole  of  last  term 
the  two  most  important  courts  in  Westmin- 
ster-hall hadeaoh  a  judge's  place  vacant. 
It  had'  been  known  long  before  term 
commenced,  that  neither  of  the  chief 
justices  could  attend,  yet  no  steps  had 
Wsn  taken  to  supply  tbe  vaoaney,  s« 
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]ittle  urgency  did  there  appear  in  keeoing 
up  the  present  nutnber  or  iudgei*  Tlieie 
obfiervatJonB  he  bad  Uiou^bt  it  proper  to 
press  upo)i  the  consideration  of  tne  nouses 
since  no  plan  had  yet  been  mentioned. 
In  the  intended  arrangementi  he  hoped 
relief  would  be  extended  to  other  coun- 
ties. Jn  the  midland  circuit  there  were  now 
more  than  a  hundred  prisoners  waiting 
for  a  gaol  delivery;  a  great  number  of 
prisoners  would,  of  course,  be  yet  com- 
mitted before  the  assizes.  This  calcula- 
tion did  not  include  Warwick,  where  alone 
there  were  usually  at  this  time  of  the  year 
two  hundred  prisoners.  Heroi  then,  were 
four  hundred  prisoners  to  be  tried  by  a 
single  judge.  It  was  manifest,  then,  that 
et lis  of  this  kind  called  loudly  for  a  re- 
Bpedy,  in  the  northern  and  Midland  coun* 
ties.  Considering,  too,  the  atate  of  the 
gaols  all  over  the  country,  it  was  a  dread* 
ful  evil  to  have  them  so  much  crowded. 
He  trusted  that  a  remedy  would  be  efec* 
tuolly  applied  before  the  neiLt  summer 
assises. 

Lord  Castiereagh  rebutted  the  charge 
of  supioeness,  which  had  been  made 
against  the  administration.  The  remedy 
fur  the  evil  complained  of  was  not  so 
easily  found  as  bad  been  asserted.  In 
proof  of  this,  he  shoidd  mention  that  two 
Kreat  authorities  had  differed  upon  it,  the 
Eon.  and  learned  mover,  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  who  had  made  this 
charee  against  the  government.  The  hon. 
and  learned  mover  had  given  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  the  remedy  was  to  be 
effected  by  increasing  the  number  of  the 
judges,  but  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
nan  who  spoke  last  had  thought  nothing 
more. fatal  than  such  a  step.  The  real 
difficulty  was  so  to  distribute  the  time  of 
the  judj^es,  overwhelmed  as  they  were 
with  business,  as  to  enable  them  to  per- 
form this  additional  duty.  As  the  house 
seemed  disposed  to  receive  the  motion 
with  unanimity,  he  should  not  trouble  it 
with  fiirther  remarks. 

Mr.  AT.  A»  Taylor  said,  that  if  he  was 
aware  that  tlie  state  of  the  general  admi- 
nistration of  justice  was  to  have  been  dia* 
cussed,  he  should  have  made  some  obser- 
vations OB  the  subject*  but  he  thought  it 
hardly  necessary,  on  the  present  occasion, 
as  toe  only^  question  was,  as  to  the 
oorthom  counties,  whidi  were  in  a  worse 
atate  than  the  rest  of  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  M  Ctiivert  obaervedi  that  a  more 
ejquid  division  of  the  year  between  the  aa- 
highly  deairaUe,  as  the 
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noir  took  place  at  the  end  of  three  months 
and  of  nine.  When  it  was  considered 
thst  there  were  only  three  months  between 
the  Lent  and  Summer  assizes,  while  there 
were  nine  months  between  the  Summer 
and  Lent  assises,  justice  could  not  be  said 
to  be  equally  admmistered. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to« 

The  Priiicb  Reoxmt's  Mess agk  bbs- 

PECTINO    IIER  LATE   MaJESTY's    £sTA* 

BLI6IIMEMT.]  Lord  Castlcreagh  presented 
the  following  Message  from  the  Prince 
Regent : 

«  George  P.  R. 

"  The  Prince  Resent,  acting  hi  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty, 
acquaints  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
the  sum  of  58,000/.  per  annum,  which, 
in  the  distribution  of  his  majesty's  dvil 
list  revenue,  was  appropriated  to  th« 
maintenance  of  the  establishment,  and  to 
the  support  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  queen,  having,  by  the  lamented  de«> 
ntise  of  her  majesty,  become  disposeabla 
by  his  Royal  Highness  for  the  generd 

Surposes  of  the  civil  list,  the  Prince 
Legent  places  this  sum  at  the  dbposal  of 
parliament :  he  thinks  it  at  the  same  time 
incumbent  upon  him  to  state,  that  there 
exist  certain  claims  upon  a  part  of  thia 
savinj^,  which  he  recommends  to  the  jua* 
tice  and  liberality  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons :  these  claims  are  founded  on  the 
faithful  services  of  the  persons  who  formed 
the  separate  establishment  of  her  late  ma* 
jesty,  and  are  limited  to  those  services. 
•«  The  Prince  Regent  is  satisfied  that 
he  may  confidently  rely  on  the  loyal  at« 
tachment  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
enable  him,  upon  the  reduction  of  that 
establishment,  to  grant  to  the  several  in- 
dividuals belonging  to  it  auch  allowancel 
as  it  baa  been  usual  for  the  crown  to 
bestow  on  former  occasions,  when  thf 
royal  family  has  been  visited  with  a  sioBiiar 
affiction.  G.  P.  A." 

Lord  Castlcreagh  then  moved  an  Ad* 
dress  of  thanks  to  hia  Royal  Highneaa  for 
his  most  p;racious  message,  assttlipg  hia 
Royal  Highness  that  the  House  wouM 
proceed  to  uke  the  same  into  their  imrne* 
diate  consideration.  The  motion  ivas 
agreed  to. 

WivDsoB  BsTABLiSBMBirr.]  On  ihm 
motion  of  lovd  Caatlereagb,  the  feUaving 
passage  in  the  Lorda  Commiasioaeia 
Speedi  at  the  opeoiag  of  the  aesaioa  waa 
read:  viz.  *'  jn  asmomtangloyciitliaaf 
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irere  otonitjr  with  which  it  has  pleased 
Divine  Hrovideiice  to  visit  the  IVince 
Regent,  the  royal  bmWy,  and  the  nation, 
by  the  death  of  her  majestv  the  queen  of 
the  united  kingdom,  his  Royal  Highness 
has  commanded  us  to  direct  your  atten« 
tion  to  the  consideration  of  such  measures 
M  this  melancholy  event  has  rendered 
necessary  aod  expedient  with  respect  to 
the  care  of  his  majesty's  sacred  person." 
Lord  Coitkreagh  then  rose.  He  said, 
that  the  House  having  already  expressed 
their  deep  and  heartfelt  condolence,  in 
common  with  the  nation,  on  the  death  of 
her  late  majestj,  they  haid  now  to  perform 
another  part  of  their  duty,  by  takmg  into 
consideration  the  naeasures  which  grew 
out  of  that  event  As  he  had  been  absent 
on  that  former  occasion,  he  should  now 
take  the  opportunity  of  briefly  expressing 
his  sense  of  the  services  which  her  late 
majesty  had  rendered  to  the  nation  by  the 
bright  example  which  she  had  set  during 
the  fifty-seven  years  that  she  had  shared 
the  throne  with  her  illustrious  consort,  of 
which  the  morals  of  the  country  would 
long  feel  the  benefit.  Her  una£fected 
piety  and  purity  of  morals,  and,  above 
all,  her  unostentatious  charitv  would  long 
continue  to  operate  on  the  habits  of  the 
community.  It  remained  for  him  to  state 
the  measures  which  were  rendered  neces* 
sary  by  her  majesty's  demise.  Those 
measures  might  be  brought  under  two 
beads^l.  The  measures  which  were  ne* 
cessary  to  provide  for  the  care  af  his  ma* 
jesty's  person ;  and,  2.  The  disposition  of 
the  funds  connected  with  the  Windsor 
asuUishment,  and  the  establishment  of 
her  late  majesty.  As  to  the  first  head,  a 
bill  had  been  brought  down  from  the  other 
House,  and  was  new  on  the  table  for  the 
Sod  reading,  the  effect  of  which  was  to 
appoint  the  duke  of  York  custos  pf  the 
king's  penoo,  in  the  room  of  her  late  ma* 
ieatr.  As  there  was  not  a  second  opinion 
In  the  House  and  the  country  as  to  that 
appointment,  he  should  not  say  any  thing 
aa  that  branch  of  the  arrangement;  for, 
Bo  long  as  the  principle  was  acknowledged, 
wUch  ha  conceived  lo  be  founded  in  sound 
policy,  that  she  executive  aovemment, 
and  the  care  of  the  person  of  the  monarch, 
aboold  not  be  vested  in  the  same  person, 
there  could  be  no  other  member  of  the 
voyal  family  nsore  fit  for  the  latter  duty 
than  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York, 
or  mora  likely  to  have  been  chosen  by  his 
BBmesly  himself,  were  he  in  a  sitoation  io 
wufHf  avhoioe.    He  should  now  advert  to 


the  other  part  of  the  question ;  which  oa* 
turally  required  more  mvestigstion  on  the 
part  of  the  house,  and  which  it  would  be 
necessary  for  him  to  be  fuller  in  opening* 
He  thought  it  his  duty  to  apprize  the 
House  what  course  he  should  pursue*  both 
with  respect  to  the  particular  income  of 
the  queen,  which  formed  the  subject  of 
the  message  which  had  been  laid  before 
them  from  the  Prince  Regent;  and,  se« 
condly,  with  respect  to  those  funds  of 
100,000/.  a  year,  which  had  been  appro* 
priated  to  the  Windsor  establishment* 
His  intention  was,  to  propose  to  refer  the 
whole  subject  eventually  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house,  but  as  there  were 
considerations  of  detail,  which  could  nof 
conveniently  be  discussed  in  a  committaa 
of  the  whole  house,  he  should  that  night 
propose  to  nominate  a  select  committee, 
to  which  the  estimates  might  be  referred ; 
and  on  those  estimates,  the  committee 
might  report  to  the  House ;  and  a  com^ 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  might  then 
take  that  report  into  consideration.  It 
was  therefore  not  his  intention  that  m'ght 
to  take  a  vote  in  the  merits  of  the  ques* 
tion,  but  to  delay  doing  so  until  the 
House  had  the  report  of  the  committee 
before  them.  He  should  uow  state  what 
the  nature  of  those  proposals  was  which 
it  would  be  his  duty  ultimately  to  submit 
to  the  House.  It  was  not  his  intention  to 
apply  for  any  new  grant  of  money.  Oa 
the  contrary,  he  should  have  to  perfoma 
the  more  gratifying  duty  of  applying  ta 
parliament  to  empower  the  executive  go- 
vemmeat  to  divest  itself  of  funds  which 
were  at  present  entrusted  to  its  own  dia* 
posal,  and  to  render  them  available  for 
the  general  purposes  of  the  state.  The 
first  object  was,  to  enable  th/e  crown  to 
reduce  the  establishment  at  Windsor,  in 
which  it  was  provided  that  no  reduction 
ahouldbe  made  without  the  sanction  of 
parliament.  The  next  was,  to  enable  the 
crown  to  divest  itself  of  a  considerable 
fund  placed  at  its  disposal,  as  a  part  of 
the  civil  list,  in  order  that  that  fund  mi^ 
be  carried  into  the  mass  of  the  consmir 
dated  fund,  or  the  general  fund  for  the 
aervioes  of  the  country.  As  the  law  at 
present  stood,  it  was  provided  that  wha^ 
ever  saving  took  place  in  any  branch  of 
the  civil  list  expenditure  {except  the 
third,  which  consisted  of  the'  oavmenia 
made  to  foreign  minnters)  sbooid  be  car- 
ried over  to  any  other  class  of  services  ia 
the  civU  list,  under  the  wanaat  of  the 
treasury.    Thus  if  the  Windsor  ealablish<> 
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ment  were  reduced,  but  for  the  inter- 1 
ference  of  parliament,  the  savings  under  | 
that  bead  might  be  carried  to  the  lord 
chamberlain's,  the  lord  steward*s,  or  any 
other  branch  of  the  royal  expenditure. 
The  same  might  be  said  of  the  58,000/. 
per  annum  which  her  majesty  enjoyed. 
But  under  the  message  from  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  the  whole 
of  the  58t000/.  as  well  as  whatever  savins 
could  be  effected  out  of  the  100,000? 
would  be  applicable  to  any  other  purpose. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  receive  this 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  his  Royal 
Highness  as  an  earnest  of  his  desire  to  co- 
operate with  them  in  the  reduction  of  ex- 
penditure. He  trusted  therefore  that  no 
sentlemen  would  seek  for  subjects  of  dif- 
ference, if  they  saw,  as  he  was  persuaded 
they  would,  no  unwillingness  to  make  all 
necessary  reductions,  and  that  what  had 
been  taken  away,  and  what  had  been  suf- 
fered to  remain,  had  not  been  regulated 
by  favour  or  affection ;  but  that  the  pro- 
ceeding was  founded  on  precedents,  and 
on  nothing  else  but  a  desire  to  perform  a 
public  duty.  The  sums  which  parliament 
nad  now  to  dispose  of  were  100,000/. 
which  had  been  appropriated  to  the 
Windsor  establishment;  58,000/.  out  of  the 
civil  list  which  had  been  appropriated  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  queen ;  and  10,000/. 
•which  had  been  granted  to  her  majestv 
lo  defray  the  additional  ^xpense  to  which 
she  had  been  subjected  in  the  discharge 
of  her  duty  as  custos  of  the  king's  person. 
This  last  sum  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  propose  should  be  continued  to  his 
•royal  highness  the  duke  of  York, 
us  custos,  and  he  was  persuaded  this  ar- 
rangement could  not  be  objected  to  with 
reference,  ^ther  to  the  omce  or  to  the 
individual.  His  Roj^l  Hiffhness  would  be 
intrusted  with  considerable  powers,  and 
in  order  to  ascertain  that  those  under 
him  fully  discharged  their  duties,  his  pre- 
aence  at  a  distance  from  his  residence 
would  often  be  necessary.  In  short  every 
reason  that  bad  induced  parliament  to 
grant  that  sum  to  the  queen  operated  to 
warrant  them  in  giving  it  also  to  the  duke 
of  York.  Out  of  the  remaining  158,000/. 
the  house  would  wish  to  know  what  would 
be  the  saving.  It  was  proposed  that 
50,000/.  should  be  appropriated  to  the 
eupport  of  the  Windsor  establishment. 
The  saving,  therefore,  would  be  50,000/. 
on  the  Windsor  establishment,  and  58,000i^ 
mi  the  queen's  establishment,  but  this 
last  sum  would  be  burthened  with  the 
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salaries  to  the  servants  of  her  late  ma* 
jesty.  These  salaries  were  about  25,000/. 
so  that  the  immediate  saving  on  the  two 
establishments  was  83,000/. ;  the  salaries 
were  to  be  continued  to  the  servants 
during  their  life;  many  of  them  were 
very  old  servants.  When  these  annutiies 
fell  in«  the  ultimate  saving  would  bo 
108,000/.  After  the  best  consideration 
which  the  Prince  Regent's  ministers  had 
been  able  to  give  to  the  subject,  they  did 
not  think  they  should  do  their  duty  if 
they  left  a  less  sum  for  the  Windsor  es- 
tablishment thsn  50,000/,  a  year.  On  this 
point,  the  most  anxious,  and  industrious 
mquiries  hsd  been  msde  by  ministers^ 
who  had  principally  derived  the  informa* 
tion,  on  which  they  formed  their  judg« 
ment,  from  the  secretary  to  the  groom  of 
the  stole  and  master  of  the  household^ 
colonel  Stephenson,  to  whose  attention 
to  economy,  the  gentlemen  opposite 
him  would  do  justice,  it  might  be  now 
asked,  perhaps,  if  there  could  be  a  reduc- 
tion made  in  the  establishment  at  Wind- 
sor,  why  had  it  not  been  made  earlier  ? 
This  reduction  had,  indeed,  been  alluded 
to,  but  had  never  been  substantislly  sub- 
mitted to  the  house  by  any  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  mentioned  the  subject : 
and  he  was  therefore  warranted  in  saying, 
that  they  themselves  must,  on  reconsider- 
ing the  question,  have  felt  the  difficulties 
with  which  the  proposal  would  have 
abounded.  In  fact  the  only  question 
which  could  have  been  agitated  as  a 
quesdon  of  economy,  was,  whetlier  any 
reduction  of  the  state  servants  of  bis 
majesty  could  take  place:  and  their 
salaries  in  all,  only  amounted  to  about 
6,000/.  a  year.  It  was  manifest  that  during 
her  majesty's  life,  no  substantial  saving 
could  take  place,  for  if  any  arrangement 
had  been  made  to  deprive  her  majesty  of 
her  state  as  queen  consort,  to  reduce  her 
to  the  state  of  queen  dowager,  parliament 
was  bound  to  give  her  the  sum  of 
100,000/.  a  year  (to  which  she  was  legallv 
entitled  under  her  marriage  settlement^ 
instead  of  the  58,000/.  which  she  then 
enjoyed.  He  felt  that  some  explanation 
was  due  to  the  house  and  to  the  country, 
why  he  was  prepared  now  to  recommend 
a  reduction  which  he  should  have  opposed 
at  any  earlier  period ;  why  the  Windsor 
establishment  should  now  be  placed  upon 
a  narrower  basis  than  at  the  time  when 
the  regency  was  first  under  consideratioiiy 
and  men  expectations,  or  perhaps,  to 
speak  more  properly,  hopes  were  maalfad 
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that  hit  niajesty»  by  the  restoration  of  hit 
healthy  would  be  enabled,  at  no  Tory  dis- 
tant period,  to  resume  the  reins  of  go* 
▼emment.  He  was  quite  ready  to  allow 
that  the  probability  was  even  then  strongly 
against  such  a  happy  event;  but  the 
passage  of  a  series  of  years,  during  which 
BIO  alleviation  had  been  felt,  if  it  did 
not  warrant  despair,  at  least  justified  the 
tiouse  in  pursuing  a  different  course*  At 
the  former  period,  the  object  had  been  to 
take  care,  that  ^ould  his  msjesty  fortu- 
nately awake  from  his  affliction,  he  might 
find  himself  surrounded  by  those  indivi- 
duals, and  by  that  state  to  which  he  had 
previously  been  accustomed.  Of  course 
those  considerations  now  lost  much  of 
their  wei|[ht,  although  it  had  been  seen 
that  dunng  the  life  of  her  majesty, 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  could  not  do 
their  sense  of  propriety  so  mueh  violence, 
as  not  to  allow  a  consideration  for  her 
majesty's  feelings  to  have  its  due  influence 
on  their  conduct.  The  whole  subject 
was,  however,  now  open  to  the  revision 
of  parliament,  whose  duty  it  became 
to  draw  the  line  between  what  was  due 
to  public  economy,  and  that  sacred 
veneration  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
empire  could  never  cease  to  feel  for 
the  person,  character,  and  government  of 
their  sovereign,  for  whom  their  love  and 
ffratitude  for  so  many  benefits  derived  fi'om 
Sim  could  never  be  extinguished.  In  fixing 
the  limits  of  the  establishment  at  Windsor, 
the  ministers  had  been  guided  by  the 
difference  that  had  been  usually  made  by 
his  majesty  himself,  between  his  residence 
at  Windsor  and  his  residence  in  town. 
There  were  a  certain  number  of  officere, 
srho  were  in  the  habit  of  going  to  Wind- 
sor, and  others  whom  the  king  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  sending  for  to  that  residence. 
The  offices  which  had  been  ordered  to  be 
kept. up  about  the  person  of  the  king, 
were,  by  the  law  of  I&IS,  established  so 
peremptorily,  that  the  queen,  as  custos, 
had  no  alternative.  It  was  mandatory  on 
her  to  keep  them  up.  The  Question  how- 
ever now  offisred  itself  in  a  aifferent  point 
of  view;  and  it  was  therefore  proposed 
to  reduce  the  offices  of  the  vice*  chamber- 
lain, the  master  of  the  robes,  the  four 
lords  of  the  bed-chamber,  and  the  four 
grooms  of  the  bed-chamber.  The  salaries 
of  theseofficera  amounted  to  SS9SL  ayear. 
T'he  lords  of  the  bed-chamber  were  not  in 
the  habit  of  going  to  Windsor,  and  they 
received,  without  disappointment,  the  no- 
iifintioa  that  their  offices  wouljd  cease-; 


but  while  they  expressed  their  readiness 
to  relinquish  the  emoluments  of  their 
offices,  they  also  signified  a  wish  still  to 
retain  the  honorary  appellstion  as  a  mark  of 
the  &vour  with  which  their  sovereign  had 
honoured  them,  and  of  their  own  auction. 
He  did  not  apprehend  that  it  would  be  dis* 
puted  that  it  was  fit  that  there  should  be 
an  individual  of  high  rank  and  responstbi* 
lity  at  Windsor  to  act  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  duke  of  York  as  custos;  he 
therefore  had  to  propose  the  continuance 
of  the  groom  of  the  stole,  who  had  so 
long  administered  the  household  during 
the  life  of  the  queen ;  the  sitiuition  of  co- 
lonel Stevenson  ou^ht  also  to  be  kept  up ; 
and  the  six  equemes,  the  oldest  servants 
of  his  majesty,  and  who  had  always  been 
required  at  Windsor,  ought  also  to  be 
preserved  round  the  person  oV  their  sove- 
reign. It  now  only  remained  for  him  to  call 
their  attention  to  the  distribution  of  the 
50,00(tf.  which  was  to  be, the  charge  of 
the  establishment  at  Windsor.  The  sala- 
ries of  the  servants  would  amount  to  17 
or  18,000/.,  and  out  of  the  remainder  the 
other  expenses  attendant  on  his  majesty's 
present  condition  would  be  defrayed.  He 
should  not  now  attempt  to  give  the  de- 
tails, which  would  be  referred  to  the  com* 
mittee  which  he  had  mentioned.  With  re- 
spect to  the  58,0001.,  the  yearly  stub  whidi 
had  supported  the  establishment  of  the 
queen,  nis  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re* 

?[ent  might  have  tiucen  it  to  himself,  de- 
raying  the  salaries  of  the  retired  servants, 
and  applying  the  saving  to  any  other  de- 
partment of  the  civil  list,  but  the  feel* 
ings  of  his  Royal  Highness  had  prompted 
him  rather  to  submit  the  whole  to  the  dis- 
posal of  parliament.  In  the  proposal 
which  he  should  hereafter  hsve  to  o&r 
as  to  the  retired  allowance  of  the  queen's 
servants,  attention  had  been  paid  to  the 
precedent  on  the  demise  of  queen  Caro- 
line. The  precedent  had  been  to  allow 
the  servants  of  the  queen  their  full  salaries 
during  their  lives.  Though  this  might 
seem  extravs^ant,  it  was  to  be  recollected 
that  tlie  salaries  formed  but  a  limited  part 
of  the  advantages  derived  from  those 
offices.  He  shoiud  not  enter  into  details, 
but  as  far  as  his  inquiries  had  gone,  be 
was  inclined  to  believe,  that  of  the  emo- 
luments of  their  situation,  the  salaries  on 
the  average  did  not  exceed  one-half.  If 
this  were  taken  into  account,  it  wquld 
not  be  thought  that  in  proposing  to  ^rant 
them  all  their  salaries,  ne  was  at  variance 
with  those  principles  of  economy  which 
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had  been  Bsoctitined  by  parliament  in  rd- 
gord  to  the  retired  mlowances  of  other 
dvil  officers.  There  was  a  material  dis- 
tinction in  the  precedents  between  pro* 
iriding  for  the  senrants  of  a  queen  consort 
and  of  a  kmg,  on  the  demise  of  either : 
in  the  former  case,  the  salaries  of  the 
various  domestics  had  been  uniformly 
continued  for  their  lives,  but  in  the  latter 
case,  no  such  indemnity  had  been  allowed, 
nor  was  it  thought  necessary,  because  it 
was  presumed  that  the  larger  number  of 
the  servants  of  the  late  king  would  be 
continued  by  the  pi^sent.  On  this 
account  his  lordship  did  not  feel  ailtho- 
med  to  propose  any  remuneration  to  such 
of  tift  king's  domestics  whose  aid  was  not 
now  required,  fearing  that  it  might  be 
drawn  into  an  injurious  precedent;  but 
this  distinction  was  to  be  taken,  that  the 
Regent  was  not  now  acting  as  the  succes* 
ftor  to  the  throne,  but  administering  the 
fUnetions  of  royalty,  in  consequence  of  the 
indisposition  of  his  majesty;  and  that 
althou^  his  Royal  Highness  had  taken 
several  of  the  king*s  servants  into  his  em* 
ployment,  some  remained  anemployed, 
for  whom  it  was  proposed  to  make 
provision  without  trenching  upon  the 
preeedertt  dlready  alluded  to,  and  4hat 
was  by  acting  upon  the  principle  of  the 
legislature  in  I8t2,  nSmely,  by  enabling 
Ih^  dustos  pervonse  togrtmtsuch  provision 
to  snperanntiated  servants,  or  to  the 
widows  or  faofilfes  of  those  deceased,  as 
his  majesty  in  his  benevolence  and 
bounty  would  have  been  likely  to  allow 
bad  he  been  competent  to  act.  Such  a 
provision  could  not,  he  thought,  be  con- 
sistently objected  to,  for  it  would  be 
recollected,  that  the  legislature  in  1812 
recognized  the  principle  that  the  privy 
purse  was  the  private  property  of  the 
sovereign,  with  the  disposition  of  which 
parliament  had  no  right  to  interfere.  Of 
that  property,  indeed,  if  any  surplus 
remained,  the  king  had  as  much  right  to 
dispose  of  b^  wili,  or  otherwise,  as  any 
pfitrate  individual  had  as  to  his  personal 
property.  Therefore  it  was  held,  that 
as  any  part  of  the  kmg*s  privy  purse 
might  be  f  ransfto^d  to  trustees,  or  dis- 
posed of  in  any  manner  in  which  his 
majesty  might  think  proper,  it  belonged 
then  to  the  house  16  consider,  whether, 
in  the  same  spirit  of  legislation  which 
govertaed  the  parliament  of  1812,  it  would 
enable  the  custos  to  do  that  which  of 
Hght,  accordhi^  to  that  spirit,  belonged  to 
the  king  hims^.    The  whole  6f  the  pro- 
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▼iston^  for  these  servants  wduld  not,  he 
could  say,  exceed  8,  or  10,000/.;  for 
such  a  sum  he  was  con&dent  that  no 
one  would  be  disposed  to  oppose  the 
wishes  of  the  king,  and  nothing,  he  was 
persuaded,  would  be  more  grateful  to  hia 
majesty's  feelings,  than  that  his  old  faith* 
ful  servants  should,  with  their  families,  be 
guarded  against  the  visitation  of  want. 

Further  explanations  at  present  he 
held  needless,  especially  as  he  should 
wish  to  interpose  a  committee  before  he 
called  upon  the  house  to  decide ;  before 
that  committee  all  the  details  might  be 
minutely  examined.  Parliament  was  not 
called  upon  to  make  any  grant,  but  to 
sanction  a  reduction.  The  question  was 
extremely  complicated— it  was  surrounded 
by  difficultiei  and  delicacies,  and^ninis* 
ters  had  thought  it  lAuch  more  deooroua 
not  to  act  upon  their  own  discretion,  but 
to  call  in  a  committee  of  the  House  to 
their  assistance;  the  object  was,  to  make  a 
fair  composition  between  economy  and 
what  was  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  sove* 
reign,  even  under  the  calamity  by  which 
he  had  been  so  long  visited.  He  sub* 
mitted  the  outline  of  the  arrangement 
with  the  utmost  confidence  on  the  libe* 
rality  and  justice  of  the  house.  His  lord« 
ship  afterwards  recapitulated  the  variooa 
points  lipon  which  he  had  touched— -the 
propriety  of  allowing  50,000/.  for  the 
Windsor  establishment — the  right  of  her 
majesty  to  dower  hsd  she  not  been  looked 
upon  in  the  light  of  queen  consort — the 
considerations  that  in  1812  had  led  the 
House  to  keep  up  all  the  offices  of  state 
in  London  and  at  Windsor — ^the  propriety 
of  abolishing  the  former,  and  of  preserving 
the  latter,  and  of  reducing  the  number  ot 
menial  servant»-rthe  justice  of  granting 
annuities  to  the  servants  of  her  late  ma- 
jesty—the fitness  of  taking  into  view  the 
long  services  of  the  discharged  domestics 
at  Windsor— and  the  necessity  of  sub- 
mitting the  whole  to  a  select  committeot 
and  concluded  by  expressing  his  confi* 
dence  that  the  House  would  not  object  to 
the  proposition  which  be  had  to  submit  to 
them,  namely,  the  appointment  of  a  select 
cofnmittee,  to  examine  the  details  on  the 
subject.  It  was  probable  that  the  report 
of  that  committee  would  be  brought  up  in 
A  few  days,  add  he  therefore  gave  notice, 
that  on  Thursday,  he  would  move  to 
submit  that  report  to  the  consideration  of 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House.  Afiet 
the  appointment  of  the  select  committee, 
ft  was  his  intention  to  move  that  the 
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vtrioiw  estimates  respecting  the  neoes- 
ury  ei^peoses  of  the  Windsor  establisb- 
nieat  be  referred  to  thoir  consideration. 
HIb  lordsliip  then  read  the  names  of  the 
hon,  members  of  whom  he  proposed  that 
the  eommittee  should  be  constituted ;  vis. 
lord  Casilerea^bi  Mr.  Tierney,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer*  Mr,  Brougham* 
Mr.  Bankes*  lord  G.  Cavendishy  Mr.  Hol- 
ford*  lord  Morpeth*  Mr.  Chaplin,  Mr. 
Lamb,  Mr.  Blackburne,  Mr.  Williams 
Wyon»Mr.  Huskisson,  Mr.  Stuart  Wort- 
ley,  Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Sir  A. 
Piggott,  Mr.  Littleton,  Mr.  Vesey  Fita- 
geraJd,  Admiral  Sotberon  and  Mr.  Solici- 
tor General. 

Mr.  Long  WeUesUy  fully  agreed  with 
the  noble  lord*  that  in  the  reductions 
which  it  might  be  necessary  to  make  in  the 
fnstance  of  the  Windsor  establishment*  a 
principle  should  be  observed  different 
from  those  which  should  guide  reductions 
on  ordinary  occasions.  He  freely  admit- 
ted* that  all  ihe  reductions  on  that  esta- 
blishment should  be  made  on  the  most 
liberal  principles*  Not  following  the 
example  which  might  be  set  in  die  case  of 
any  other  individual,  if  he  might  use  the 
expression,  he  conceived  that  no  wish 
for  reduction  and  retrenchment  should 
operate  so  far  as  to  deprive  the  august 
person  of  majesty  oi  any  thing  which 
could  in  any  degree  contribute  to  his 
comfort  and  convenience  in  every  respect. 
No  disposition  to  economy  siiould  divest 
him  of  that  state  and  splendor,  however 

great  might  be  his  bodily  afflictions,  and 
owever  much  these  might  render  inert 
the  capacity  of  enjoying  them«  It  was 
necessary  for  the  honour  of  the  cotmtry* 
for  the  great  respect  due  to  royalty*  that 
under  every  circumstance,  a  degree  of 
splendor  should  surround  the  royal 
person;  and  therefore  he  fully  agreed 
with  the  noble  lord,  that  the  reduction  in 
the  present  instance  should  be  more 
limited*  than  in  other  cases  the  state  of 
the  country  required.  But  to  express 
this  concurrence  with  the  noble  lora  was 
not  the  only  purpose  for  wluch.  he  rose : 
he  had  more  than  one  object  in  addressing 
the  house;  he  wished  to  ask  the  noble 

iord  one  or  two  questions.  The  noble 
ord  had  said*  that  the  same  salary  whidi 
had  been  given  to  the  queen*  should  now 
l»e  given  to  the  duke  of  York,  for  the  care 
of  the  royal  person.  He  did  not  conceive 
why  this  should  be  the  case.  If  he 
remembered  rightly*when  this  question  was 
brought  forward  in  181S,  the  chancellor 
(VOL.  XXXIX.)  I 
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of  the  exchequer  of  thatday  stated,  that  tho 
sum  of  10,000/.  was  given  to  her  majesty^ 
because  there  was  a  probability  that  she 
would  have  to  enter  into  several  expenses 
beyond  those  which  would  attach  to  her 
as  cusios  persomst  that  her  majesty  was 
not  likely  to  lead  the  same  recluse  life 
upon  such  an  appointment  as  she  had 
previously  done*  and  that  upon  departing 
from  her  usual  habit  she  must  necessarily 
incur  some  additional  expense.    But  now» 
without  the  assignment  of  any  similar 
cause*  it  was  stated  that  the  same  sum  was 
to  be  given  to  his  royal  highness  the  duke 
of  York.      He  was  not  then  going    to 
examine  whether  that  sum  was  too  much 
or  too  little;  whether  it  should  be  10,000/. 
or  12,000^;   he  would  not  go  into  ths 
question  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  ; 
but  he  wialied  to  know,  and  he  tnought 
the  country  should  know  why  different 
ressons  should  be  assigned  in  1812  and 
1819  for  the  same  act    If  the  sum  was  to 
be    given   to  the    royal  duke  as  cusios 
persontBf  let  it  be  so  stated ;  but  let  it  not 
be  understood  as  given  for  any  other  pur- 
pose.   He  wished  also  to  know,  from  tl«a 
noble  iord,  whether  if  this  situation  were 
to  be  ffiven  to  his  royal  highness  tlie 
duke  of  York,  it  was  intended  to  con- 
tinue him  in  the  high  situation  which  be 
at   present  held  as  oommander^in-chieil 
He  was  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  this  ques- 
tion ?    He  was  as  ready  as  any  man  to 
admit  the  services  which  the  duke  of  York 
had  rendered  to  the  army,  and  the  honour 
which  he  had  so  justly  derived  from  his 
conduct  in  the  high  station  which  he  had 
so  lon^  occupied*  but  he  confessed  he  did 
not  thmk  he  would  be  performing  the  duty 
he  owed  as  a  member  of  that  house,  if  he 
did  not  state*  that  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  country*  the  time  had  arisen  whea 
a   constitutional  jealousy    ought    to  be 
exercised,   with  respect  to    the  powera 
which  might  become  vested  in  the  indivi* 
dual  who  held  the  chief  command  of  tJio 
army ;  and  though  he  did  not  want   the 
fullest  confidence  in  his  royal  highness^ 
yet  he  was  jealous  of  that  principle  which 
confided  at  once  two  such  important  trusta 
to  the  hands  of  any  one  mdividual  as 
custos  of  the  king's  person  and  cnm^ 
mander- in- chief  of  the  army.     He  had 
risen  to  be  informed  upon  tliesc  pointSf 
which  he  conceived  to  be  impurtaiit,  and 
did  not  wfsh  to  trouble  the  hoube  further; 
but  there  was  one  other  part  of  the  noble 
lord's  speech  upon  which  he  wished  to 
say  a  few  words*     It  was*  the  proposed  rc« 
(X) 
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duction  ofrhe  Wmdfor  establtshment,  and 
the  saving  by  it  of  8S,000/.     When  it  was 
eonsidered  that  50)000/.  was  the  »aiD  for 
ttie  Windsor  establishment,    he  tbooght 
the  sum  limited  enough,    and  such  as  he 
was  sure  would  be  satisfactory  to>  the 
country.    If  it  was  the  commencement  of 
ft  system  of  reduction  on  the  part  of  the 
government,   he  should  hail  it  with  joy, 
and  he  was  satisfied  it  would  be  received 
with  real  pleasuse  by  the  cotintry;  but  if 
k  was  intended  that  the  principle  of  eco- 
nomy should  be  con&ied  to  the  Windsor 
establishment  alone,  if  no  other  reductions 
of  oor  expenditure  were  to  be  made,  then 
he  should  say  that  this  much  of  economy 
would  not,  and  ought  not,   to  satisfy  the 
e<Hintry ;  and  as  far  as  one  individual  could 
go  would  not  satisfy  him.    Perhapa  he 
waS'  out  of  order  in  thus  digressing  from 
the  immediate  question  belbre  the  house, 
but  he  could  not  refrain  from  expressing 
his  opinion  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  ge« 
iieral  economy  in  every  branch,  as  well 
as  that  in  which  it  was  now  proposed, 
^n  hon.  gentleman,  on  the  other  side  had 
stated  a  few  evenings  back,   that  he  had 
brought  with  him  to  the  House  a  stock  of 
common  sense  and  common  honesty.    He 
did  not  dispnie  the  possession  of  either  of 
those  qualifications  in  that  hon.  member ; 
and  for  himself,   he  should  say,   that  he 
would  not  compete  with  that  hon.  gentle- 
man in  common  sense,   and  he  had  no 
peculiar  pretensions  to  common  honesty. 
He  did  not,  indeed,  pretend  to  any  ma* 
terial  distinction  above  the  mass  of  man- 
kind, either  in  intellect  or  principle,  but 
he  would  undertake  to  say,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  alluded  to,   for  whom  he  had 
(irreat  personal  respect,  or  any  other  gen- 
tleman, was  mistaken  if  he  supposed  that 
integrity  was  to  be  found  only  in  a  parti- 
wlar  part  of  the  House.    For  himself  he 
would  say,    that  without  assuming  any 
superiority  of  intellect,    or  any  peculiar 
pwity  of  principle,   he  was  as  ready  as 
any  man  to  support  every  advisable  mea- 
aune  of  public  economy. 

Lord  Cagderea^h,  in  explanation,  said, 
that  if  ia  mentionmg  the  reduction  which 
was  proposed  in  one  branch,  the  hon. 
member  was  satisfied  (hat  there  was  eco- 
«oroy,  he  did  not  think  he  ousht  to  call 
fbr  all  that  ministers  intended  to  do  in 
following  up  that  principle,  i^or  did  he 
think  ministers  were  bound  to  make  such 
explanation,  when  the  subject  before  the 
House  was  only  connected  with  one  par- 
ticular branch.    As  to  tho  10,000f.,  it  had 
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not  been  givan  to  the  queen,  because  her 
habits  of  life  had  been  altered  by  beeonung 
atgtos  persona f  but  for  the  general  pur* 
pose  of  covering  those  extra  expenses 
which  she  had  to  incur  in  that  diarader* 
The  same  principle  bad  been  followed  up' 
in  the  intention  of  bestowing  the  like  sum 
of  1 0,000/.  to  hb  royal  highness  the  dUke 
of  York.  With  regard  to  the  other  ob- 
servation respecting  the  royal  duke  hold* 
tng  two  such  important  trusts,  he  waa 
surprised  that  the  hon.  gentleman  could 
require  or  expect  an  answer.  He  was  not 
aware  of  any  thing  which  should  prevent 
his  royal  highness,  as  eonamaiider  u  chief 
of  the  army,  from  accepting  the  care  of 
his  royal  father's  person;  and  he  was  cer* 
tain  that  he  coukl  not  convey  more  me* 
lenchoiy  tidings  to  the  House  and  the 
country  than  that  it  should  be  necessary^ 
from  any  cause,  to  remove  his  royal  high* 
nets  from  the  command  of  the  army.  To 
the  vigilant  superintendanee  of  his  royal 
highness  both  of  the  general  discipline  of 
the  British  army  and  of  the  personal  com- 
fort of  every  man  c^mpostuff  it»  that  army 
was  in  a  great  measure  indebted  for  its 
eminent  character  not  only  in  the  eyes  of 
this  country,  but  in  those  of  all  Europe. 

Mr.  Z*.  JVeiUsh^hdeamed  the  slightest 
intention  of  expressing  any  disrespect  for 
his  royal  hiehness  the  duke  of  York,  foir 
whom  he  felt  the  utmost  deference,  know* 
ing  bis  royal  highness,  as  he  did,  to  pre* 
sent  a  signal  example  of  eminent  virtue  m- 
a  great  prince. 

Mr.  Tiemey  was  glad  that  thisqoestiois 
was  brought  before  the  House  in  so  satis- 
liactory  a  manner— satisfactory,  because 
it  did  not  call  for  immediate  decision,  and- 
because  its  final  issue  would  be  the  result 
of  the  most  diligent  and  minute  delibera* 
tion.  In  the  observations  he  had  to  maksr 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  follow  the  noble 
lord  in  the  view  which  he  took  of  the  sub- 
ject before  the  House.  The  noble  lord 
seemed  to  thnsk  the  proposed  reduction^ 
as  it  was  termed,  to  be  a  voluntary  oWtr 
of  economy  on  the  part  of  the  goverament. 
He  (Mr.  Tiemey )/  on  the  contrary, 
viewed  it  as  a  necessary  consequence  of 
circumstances  which  had  lately  occtirred. 
He  took  it  in  this  way— By  tne  death  of 
her  majesty  a  great  part  of  the  Windsor 
j  establishment  was  done  away  with,  and 
the  House  were  called  upon  to  see  at  whait' 
I  expense  the  subsequent  arraogements  in 
j  that  department  could  be  made,  for  the^ 
I  money  so  spared  to  the  country  was  the* 
property  ol  the  public,   and  it  was  the 
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|innriiioe  i>f  the  Hoiue,  and  of  ifaat  alone, 
to  decide  how  it  was  to  be  disposed  of. 
This  sum  was  not,  as  seemed  to  be  const* 
dered,  a  windfall,  a  part  of  which  might 
lie  given  or  retained,  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  govemaaent. '  The  House  on  looking 
at  it  should  ooasider  that  it  was  a  sam 
iHiidi  had  «eoessarilT  fallen  back  to  them 
—the  cavse  for  which  it  had  been  granted 
haTing  ceased  to  exist.  In  considering 
itf  therefore,  he  flhonld  first  look  to  the 
measure  of  economy,  and  inquire  about 
the  eapease  after.    In    discussing   this 

Question  be  waa  anxious  to  treat  it  with 
II  that  gmvity  and  decorom  which  its 
siatare  and  importance  demanded,  and 
would  therefore  look  back  as  little  as  pos* 
alble  to  drcomstanccs  which,  if  adverted 
to,  he  could  not  commend.  But  there 
was  one  subject  of  past  transactions  which 
he  coald  not  possibly  omit  to  notice :  he 
could  not  shut  out  from  his  recoUeotton 
the  appointment  of  4  lords  and  4  grooms 
of  the  Ded-chamber,  by  the  very  indivi- 
duals who  now  came  forward  to  say  they 
were  a  useless  burthen  upon  the  public. 
Here,  accordinff  to  ministers  own  showing 
—lor  he  would  not  imply  it  from  any 
construction  which  others  might  put  upon 
their  conduct— 4hey  had  continued  a  bur- 
then upon  the  country  for  seven  years, 
whieh  they  now  declared  to  have  been 
unnecessary  from  the  first.  If  it  were 
necessary,  at  the  former  period  to  have 
those  attendants  upon  the  person  of  the 
king,  why  give  them  up  at  present,  for 
the  same  cauae  still  existed  for  them? 
His  majesty  was  unfortunately  in  the  same 
situation  now  as  at  that  penod.  But  if 
not  necessary,  why  continue  them  for 
seven  years?  Here,  according  to  the pre- 
•eot  avowal  of  ministers,  there  was  a  sum 
of  42,000L  lost;  and  if  ever  there  was 
any  one  sum  In  this  era  of  useless  expen- 
diture which  might  be  said  to  be  thrown 
away,  it  was  the  sum  which  he  had  just 
now  mentioned*  He  remembered  very 
well,  and  he  trusted  the  House  recollected 
it  also,  that  when  the  continuance  of 
those  lords  and  grooms  was  proposed  in 
1818,  he  opposed  them.  He  stated  the 
expense  as  too  great;  but  great  or  small, 
he  contended  that  it  was  unnecessary. 
At  that  time  it  wss  ol^ted  lo  him»  that 
his  opposition  was  mvidious,  that  the  at- 
tendance of  these  lords  and  grooms  of 
^he  chamber  was  necessary  to  support  that 
splendor  which  should  attend  the  royal 
parson,  and  that  a  saving  by  dispensing 
with  them  would  be  an  insult  to  the  sa- 


cred person  of  the  kin^  in  his  then  afflic- 
tion :  but  now  how  did  the  catic  stand  I 
AAer  all  the  obloquy  which  had  been 
heaped  upon  him  for  his  objections^— and 
that  he  had  met  no  sumU  share  of  it,  no 
man  could  deny«— after  all  that  hsd  been 
said  about  bis  motiTes  in  that  opposition, 
it  at  length  turned  out  that  be  was  right* 
and  his  majesty's  ministers  wrong.  -It 
turned  out  that  these  lords  ami  grooms 
were  unneoessary— that  the  expense  at« 
tending  them  was  uselcss-^aad  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  themselves  were  the  very 
individuals  who  came  forward  to  avow  it. 
It  was  said  that  those  lords  sod  grooms 
had  been  long  and  faithful  servants  of  his 
majesty,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  sepa- 
rated Kom  him.  Why,  his  majesty  un- 
fortunately could  not  any  longer  derive 
any  pleasure  or  comfort  in  any  one  way 
from  tbeir  attendance.  And  yet  they 
were  continued  and  paid,  when  he  could 
neither  see,  nor  hear,  nor  enter  into  con- 
versation inth  them.  But  for  their  future 
attendance  it  was  ssid  they  were  not  to 
have  any  pay.  They  were  capable  of 
serving  as  efiectualiy  now  as  then ;  and 
how  wss  it  that  they  should  have  been 
paid  in  1812,  and  ever  since,  when  it 
ought  to  be  presumed  they  bad  the  same 
anxiety  to  serve  their  royal  master  witli- 
out  remuneration?  When,  in  1812,  an 
establishment  was  proposed  for  the  Prince 
Regent,  a  number  of  lords  and  grooma 
of  the  bed-chsmber  were  of  course  to  be 
provided,  and  it  was  suggested  that  the 
four  lords  and  grooms  who  attended  the 
king  might  also  in  turn  attend  the  prince. 
This  was  objected  to.  It  was  said  that 
they  were  old  and  faithful  servants  of  the 
king,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  sepa- 
ratMl  from  his  ms^ty.  They  were  there- 
fore-»these  four  lords  and  grooms — sent 
down  to  Windsor,  where  they  were  not 
wanted,  in  order  to  attend  once  a  week, 
or  once  a  month,  for  an  hour  of  a  Sunday, 
and  exhibit  a  bulletin.  But  what  was  the 
fact  ?  These  old  and  faithful  servants,  and 
faithful  servants  he  would  admit  them  to  be, 
were  sent  there  to  make  room  for  new 
ones ;  to  give  room  for  fresh  patronage  in 
the  formation  of  the  new  estabUsbment 
for  the  prince.  So  then,  after  all  the 
flourish  about  old  servants,  and  of  what 
his  majesty  would  wish  to  have  done, 
had  he  been  capable  of  judging;  of 
his  wish  to  keep  those  still  near  him  who 
had  long  been  so,  it  turned  out,  that  the 
only  object  in  continuing  thorn  at  that 
tune  was^  to  make  an  opening  for  new 
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friends;   and  even  that  nour  they  were 
about  to  be  deprived  of  the  emolument 
which  they  had  so  long  enjoyed,  not  one 
of  them  *wa8  chosen  to  till  up  a  vacancy  in 
another  situation  which  could  not  be  called 
unnecessary !  He  was  persuadedthat  were 
his   majesty  competent  to  comprehend 
this  arrangement,  nothing  would  be  likely 
to  mortify  his  wishes  more,  than  to  have 
his  oldest  servants  and   favourites  thus 
illiberally  treated.    But  how    was    this 
treatment  to  be  regarded  by  any  friend  to 
justice,  when  the  recent  conduct  of  mi* 
ulsters  was  considered  ?  Since  the  queen's 
death  a  vacancy  had  occurred  among  the 
lords  of  the  bedchamber  attending  the 
prince  regent,  and  instead  of  appointing 
one  of  the  old  lords,  to  whom  he  had 
alluded,  to  fill  that  vacancy,  the  appoint- 
ment was  granted  to  a  new  adherent  of 
the  minister.    Was  this  proceeding  fair 
or  liberal  ?    He  would  dismiss  that  part 
of  the  question,  and   come  to  another. 
With  respect  to  the  sum  of  10,000^.  to  be 
given  to  the  duke  of  York,  he  should  say, 
that  any  extra  expense  to  which  his  royal 
highness  might  be  put  in  the  care  of  his 
majesty,  ought  most  undoubtedly  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  public,  be  the  sum  great 
or  small ;  but  as  it  was  very  fairly  put  b^ 
the  hon.  gentleman  on  the  other  side,  if 
that  sum  be  necessary,  let  it  be  shown 
how  it  was  so, — let  the  house  be  informed 
what  that  sum  was  for,  and  how  it  was 
to  be  expended.    The  hon.    eentleman 
had  stated  that  which  was  the  tact,  when 
he  said,  that  in  1812,  on  the  proposition 
of  the  sum  of  10,0(XV.  to  the  queen,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  declared  that 
a  great  part  of  it  would  go  to  make  good 
certain  family  expenses  which  she  would 
be  put  to :   that  she  could  not  always  be 
supposed  to  wish  to  reside  in  Windsor, 
and  that  as  queen  consort  she  would  be 
at    many    additional    expenses,    which, 
under  other  circumstances,  she  would  not 
have  to  incur  in  the  custody  of  the  king's 
person.    He  was  not  satisfied  that  it  was 
not  too  much !   but  it  was  voted  to  her 
majesty,  and  it  would  be  but  fair  to  ask 
how  it  had  been  applied,  and  what  had 
become  of  it.    If  the  same  grant  were 
shown  to  be  necessary  for  the  duke  of 
York,  he  should  be  ready  to  accede  to  it, 
thinking  his  royal  highness,  as  he  did,  the 
fittest  person  that  could  be  selected  to 
superintend  the  care  of  his  father's  per- 
son.    Let  its  necessity  be  proved,  ana  he 
had  no  objection*    His  opinion  was  the 
samo  with  respect  to  all  the  other  items 
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of  expenditure  which  it. might  be. necea* 
sary  to  incur  with  respect  to.  the  king. 
He  would  say,  show  me  that  this,  that,  or 
the  other  expense  could  contribute,  in 
any  one  way,  in  the   slightest   degree, 
to  his  majestv's  comfort  or  convenience } 
that  it  could  serve  even  to  gratify  that 
caprice,  or  humour  any  puerile  whim,  to 
which  his  unfortunate  state  rendered  him 
subject :  if  that  could  be  made  out,  be 
would  not  hesitate  to  give  to  bis  sovereign 
not  only  10,000/.  but  500,000/.  a  year. 
But  then,  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty 
which  he  owed  the  public,  he  would  not 
consent  to  vote  a  single  shilling  which  was 
not  within  the  range  of  that  principle* 
Let  the  noble  lord  lay  before  the  bouse, 
not  merely  the  sums  which  were  said  to 
be  required,  but  something  like  the  parti- 
culars  of  what  they  were  for,  and  then  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  come  to  a  right 
understanding;    but    while    they  were 
wrapped  up  in  100,000^..  and  50,000/.  and 
108,000/.  it  would  be  impossible  to  know 
any  thing  farther  about  them  than  that 
these  largesums  were  asked  for  purposes  not 
fully  explained.    There  was,  for  mstance, 
the  sum  of  50,000/.,  which  was  said  to  be 
for  the  Windsor  establishment;— now  that 
was  the  very  thing  he  wished  to  have  ex- 
plained.   How  was  it  necessary  ?  For  his 
part  he  could  not  conceive  how  it  was  to 
be  expended.    Fifty  thousand  pounds  for 
the  establishment  at   Windsor,   for  th^ 
support  of  his  majesty  in  his  present  un- 
happy state !  To  whom  and  for  wliat  par- 
ticular use,  connected  with  the  due  and 
dignitied  support  of  the  king,  was  this 
sum  to  be  given  ?  His  ropjesty,  it  was  too 
well  known,  was  incapable  of  even .  ordi- 
nary enjoyments.    He  could  not,  if  lie 
were  rightly  informed,  speak  or  be  spoken 
to;   and  indeed  the  necessary  measures 
which  were  taken  for  the  preservation  of 
his  health,  and,  if  possible,  the  cure  of 
his  malady,  rendered  .  such  a   seclusion 
from  every  thing  like  copversation.  abso- 
lutely essential.    His  regimen  was,  from 
the  same  cause,  so  very  plain,  that  the 
tenth  of  50,000/  would  be  much  more  tlian 
sufficient  to  supply  it,  with  all  the  neces- 
sary forms  of  attendance.    iThen  how  was 
the  sum  of  50,000/.  to  be  expended?.  But 
the  noble  lord  would  say,  that  it  would 
come  out  in  the  committee.    He  bad  no 
objection    to    the    committee — he    wiis 
thankful  for  it,  but  it  was  not  to  the  eco- 
nomical dispositions  of  ministers  he  owe^ 
those  thanks.    He  owed  them  to  the  |^ 
neral  election— to  the  mamier  in  which 
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the  returning'  officers  were  occupied  at 
the  late  eleclion,  to  the  returns  which 
they  were  called  upon  to  n)ake»  and  to 
those  dispo^tions  on  the  subject  of  eco- 
nomy which  were  then  evinced  by  the 
people.  Ministers  did  not  come  forward 
with  the  tone  of  confidence  which  they 
were,  not  long  since,  in  the  habit  of  as- 
suming, and  offer  to  take  the  responsibi- 
lity  of  this  measure  upon  themselves, 
without  any  previoua  mquiry.  Their 
tone  was  changed,  but  their  disposition 
still  remained.  For  they  proposed  a 
scale  of  expenditure,  for  which  it  was  in 
his  view  quite  impossible  to  imagine  any 
just  necessity.  If  the  noble  lord  would 
show  that  such  expense  was  really  neces- 
sary, he  would  be  amons  the  first  to  ac- 
cede to  it.  Who  were  they  who  were  to 
reside  at  Windsor?  and  for  whose  ac- 
commodation such  expenses  could  be 
reauired  ?  If  it  were  aesired  to  provide 
only  for  the  personal  comfort  and  accom- 
modation of  the  king,  a  comparatively 
small  sum  indeed  would  be  amply  suffi- 
cient. Was  it  meant  that  the  duke  of 
York  was  to  reside  at  Windsor  ?  If  so, 
he  should  know  what  to  say  to  that.  But 
it  was  said  that  some,  one  of  consideration 
should  reside  at  Windsor,  to  receive  the 
counsel,  who  occasionally  meet  there  to 
receive  reports  as  to  the  state  of  the 
king's  health.  The  noble  lord  had  ob- 
served that  some  great  nobleman  should 
be  stationed  there  for  that  purpose. 
Well,  be  it  so;  and  any  additional  expenle 
that  might  be  necessary  for  that  purpose 
he  would  agree  to,  as  such  attend- 
ance would  be  fitting  the  dignity  of 
the  king ;  for  ha  would  not^  have  his 
majesty,  on  such  occasiorfs,  waited 
upon  by  a  mere  nuiUre  tthoteL  He  would 
not,  indeed,  leave  him  wholly  on 
such  occasions,  even  to  colonel  Stephen- 
son, much  and  justly  as  that  individual 
was  respected.  But  m  the  name  of  com* 
men  sense,  what  occasion  could  there  be 
for  the  attendance  of  the  six  equerries, 
whom  the  noble  lord  had  mentioned  ?  Of 
.what  use  could  they  be?  To  give  a 
bulletin  once  a  month  in  their  turn ;  but 
surely  that  could  not  require  the  attend- 
ance of  six  gentlemen,  and  the  expense  of 
supporting  their  tables.  This  question  of 
supporting  a  certain  number  of  tables 
would  no  doubt  be  urged.  The  table  of 
the  king  could  not,  in  the  way  he  lived, 
cost  more  than  a  few  hundred  pounds ; 
and  the  tables  of  those  who  were  to  at- 
tend himi  when  the  attendance  of  one- 
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I  fourth  of  them  was  unnecessary,  was  now 
to  swallow  up  the  immense  sum  which 
had  been  named.  He  did  not  say  that 
the  attendance  of  a  nobleman  ought  to  be 
dispensed  with,  for  he  admitted  that  some 
such  man  of  rank  should  attend  to  see  that 
the  servants  did  their  duty  in  a  proper 
manner ;  but  then  he  could  not  see  why 
such  nobleman  should  have  six  equerries 
under  him.  He  did  not  mean  to.  say  that 
the  noble  lord  could  not  make  out  the 
case  in  the  committee ;  but  until  it  was 
clearly  made  out  to  him  that  such  a  vast 
expense  was  necessary,  he  should  oppose 
it.  The  noble  lord  had  spoken  of  the 
privy  purse,  and  said  that  it  was  the  pri- 
vate property  of  the  king ;  that  he  (Mr. 
T.)  most  distinctly  denied.  The  arrange- 
ment, indeed,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  king's  reign  was  contradictory  to  such 
an  assertion.  According  to  that  arrange- 
ment his  majesty  was  granted  a  privy 
purse  of  50,0001.  a  year,  which  grant  was 
afterwards  augmented  to  60,00tf.  But 
for  what  purpose  was  that  grant  made?-* 
Why,  to  gratify  his  majesty's  disposition 
to  beneficence— to  perform  acts  of  grace 
~to  assist  a  favourite  child,  or  privately 
to  relieve  the  distress  of  some  noble  familv,- 
whicb,  however  severe  its  necessities,  could 
not  possibly  appeal  to  public  charity.  The 
privy  purse  was  granted,  he  would  main* 
tain,  for  purposes  of  that  nature,  and  not 
to  be  converted  into  private  property.  It 
was  granted  not  to  be  saved,  but  to  be 
spent  in  deeds  of  benevolence  and  charity. 
The  sum  was  granted,  not  because  the 
man  was  liked  more  or  less,  but  because 
he  was  a  sovereign  prince,  and  in  no 
other  capacity  could  he  use  it.  His  royal 
4iighness  the  Prince  Regent,  who  was 
acting  as  the  sovereign  prince  of  this 
country,  had  an  equal  sum  of  60,000/. 
a  year  granted  to  him  in  1812 ;  and  the 
country  was  burdened  by  the  unfortunate 
calamity  of  the  king,  with  an  expense  for 
privy  purses  alone,  of  120,000/.  He  con- 
tended, that  as  this  sum  was  only  given 
to  the  sovereign  of  the  country  in  his 
character  as  such,  the  moment  it  ceased 
to  be  used  in  that  character,  it  reverted 
back  to  the  public ;  for  it  would  not  be 
maintained,  that  the  Prince  Regent  would, 
in  any  other  capacity  than  as  the  reigning, 
or  the  representative  of  the  reigning  sove- 
reign, have  got  an  annual  grant  of  60,000^ 
at  nis  disposal  without  any  control ;  nei- 
ther would  the  king,  but  as  such ;  and 
then  he  maintained  that  only  one  60,000/. 
should  be  considered  private   property, 
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as  only  ooe  person  could  be  called  a 
reigning  prince  at  the  same  time  in  the 
eottntry.    Yet  in  1812,  10,000/.  a  year  in 
addition  was  granted  to  her  majesty.  Now 
he  submitted,  that  if  tite  same  sura  were 
deemed  necessary  to  defray  the  expense 
of  the  duke  of  York  upon  his  new  appoint- 
ment, that  sum  should  rather  be  paid  out 
of  the  privy  purse,  than  saddled  upon  the 
country.*    The  physicians  were,  it  appear- 
ed, to  be  paid  out  of  the  proposed  grant, 
and  to  that  p&rt  of  the  proposition  he 
could,  of  course,  feel  no  objection.    He 
next  came  to  the  proposed  remuneration 
to  be  granted  to  retired  servants  of  his 
majesty  out  of  the  privy  purse.    On  this 
head  it  was  asserted,  that  the  proceeding 
was  founded  on  the  presumed  wishes  of 
the  sovereign,  and  wnat  he  would  have 
most  probably  himself  done,  if  enabled  to 
exercise  a  discretion.    Who  could  say  in 
what  way,  or  in  favour  of  what  particular 
person,  his  majesty  would  exercise  that 
discretion  i   What  man  upon  earth  could 
decide  whom  it  would  please  his  majesty 
thus  to  remunerate  ?  Even  if  the  sovereign 
felt  such  a  disposition  towards  one  servant 
at  one  period  of  his  life,  who  could  say 
that  such  a  disposition  would  have  re- 
mained unaltered  ?   It  was  too  much  to 
contend,  that  independently  of  those  per- 
sons whom  his  majesty  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  rewarding,  it  was  certain  that  he 
would,  had  he  regained  his  health,  have 
rewarded  others,  and  upon  this  presump- 
tion to  found  their  title  to  a  provision  by 
garliament.    A  thousand  such  cases  might 
ave  occurred,  but  it  was  beyond  the  wit 
of  man  to  select  them  now.    They  were 
at  present  considering  things  as  they  stood 
in  the  natural  course  of  the  establishment, 
and  there  was  no  pretence  for  contendmg 
that  such  allowances  should  be  take  from 
the  privy  purse.    To  the  maintaining  of 
a^l  that  had  been  done  by  the  king  himself 
he  had  not  the  slightest  objection.     Next, 
as    to    the  remuneration   to  the  physi< 
cians.     On  that  point  the  noble  lord  had 
not  given  any  explanation.    It  was  stated 
to  be  32,000/.  per  annum.    That  he  be- 
lieved to  be  an  over-statement,  the  amount 
being,    he    believed,    28,000/.     Such    a 
sum  as  that  must  strike  every  man  as 
enormous.    It  was,  therefore,  but  justice 
to  explain  it.    If,  in  what  he  was  about  to 
itate,  the  noble  lord  conceived  there  was 
Any  indelicacy,  be  had  only  to  express  in 
any  manner  such  a  feeling,  and  hewouldnot 
persevere.    His  desire  was  only  to  give  a 
icason  why  he  would  not  press  any  objec- 
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tion  to  a  charge  which  at  first  view  must 
strike  every  person  as  eiM>rmous.  He  had 
tlien  been  given  to  understand,  that  when 
his  majesty  was  unhappily  visited  with  the 
affliction  under  which  he  laboured,  and 
was  about  to  be  committed  to  the  care  of 
physicians,  he  had  made  it  his  most 
earnest  prayer  tu  the  illustrious  personage, 
standing  in  the  nearest  relation  to  him, 
that  he  never  should  be  exclusively  placed 
under  the  care  of  physicians  of  a  certain 
description,  to  whom  patients  in  his  ma- 
jesty's condition  were  consigned,  without 
having  always  in  attendance  one  out  of 
three  other  physicians,  whom  he  particu* 
larly  named.  That  promise  he  obtained 
from  her  late  most  excellent  majesty,  and 
it  was  by  her  most  religiously  kept.  That 
promise  being  once  made,  it  was  his  opi- 
nion should,  under  all  circumstances,  be 
most  sacred.  If  the  consciousness  of  such 
a  disposition  could  in  any  degree  alleviate 
the  sufferings  of  his  affliction,  to  remove 
it  would  be  a  most  barbarous  act.  But, 
as  one  of  those  physicians,  during  the  day, 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  he 
was  disposed  to  think  some  medium  might 
be  struck  out,  from  whence  a  considerable 
saving  miffht  be  derived  to  the  country .-« 
On  what  nad  fallen  from  the  noble  lord, 
relathre  to  the  remuneration  to  the  servants 
of  her  late  majesty,  he  felt  himself^  much 
in  the  dark.  They  were  to  have  the 
whole  of  their  salaries  durine  their  lives ; 
but,  added  the  noble  lord,  that  was  but 
the  half  of  what  they  before  got — He 
never  knew  that  fact  before.  So  that 
these  servants,  when  the  country  sup* 
posed  they  had  salaries  of  but  500/.  per 
annum,  were  actually  receiving  1,000/. 
If  that  was  the  case,  one  would  suppose 
that  they  had  already  received  full  remu- 
neration for  the  whole  of  their  deserts. 
They  had  been  paid  beforehand  too,  and 
the  country  had  a  claim  upon  them  for 
the  interest.  Still,  if  it  were  the  common 
practice  on  the  demise  of  the  queen  to 
continue  such  salaries  for  life,  he  was  not 
disposed  to  object  to  it  on  this  occasion. 
He  had  besrd,  that  the  practice  was,  to 
give  the  salaries  for  life  to  the  female  ser* 
vants ;  but  he  never  understood  the  rule 
was  applied  to  male  servants.  Neverthe* 
less.  It  was  contended,  that  the  whole 
charge  ought  to  remain— a  truth,  if  it 
were  one,  for  which  he  was  sorry,  as  it 
would  cost  the  country  25,000/.  a  yean 
He  had  no  wish  to  detract  from  the  real 
splendor  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and 
he  would  not  oppose  this  regulatioDi,  if  it 
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iliould  appear  to  be  in  conformity  with 
old  and  ettablished  nisege.  His  observa- 
tion  went  no  farther  than  to  state,  that 
where  a  savins  was  practicable  it  ought 
to  be  carried  into  efifect :  as  he  was  ready 
on  the  one  hand  to  make  sacrifices  for 
supporting  the  accustomed  dignity  of  the 
crown,  so  he  was  anxious  to  secure  the 
benefit^  of  practicable  economy  for  the 
people.  As  stronely  attached  as  any  roan 
to  the  House  of  Brunswick,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  grant  every  proper  and  becom« 
ing  splendor  to  the  royal  family,  ahirays 
measuring  that  disposition  by  strict  justice 
to  the  public  interest*  But,  while  he  felt 
so,  he  could  sot  but  express  the  convic- 
tion, that  an  establishment  of  50,000/.  per 
annum  for  the  king,  in  his  present  unhappy 
attuation,  was  unnecessary, — And  here  he 
must  dissent  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  noble  lord  viewed  the  question.  It 
was  not  to  be  considered,  as  the  noble 
lord  conceived,  as  a  question  upon  which 
parliament  was  to  inquire  how  much  was 
to  be  saved  ?  The  duty  of  the  House  was 
to  consider  what  was  to  be  expended.  To 
the  comforts  of  the  king,  and  to  as  much 
dignitj  as  it  could  be  supposed  was  neces- 
iary  in  his  affliction,  he  would  willingly 
consent.  He  was  distinctly  in  favour  of 
maintaining  some  establishment  at  Wind- 
sor, because  he  should  regret  to  see  a 
venerable  and  beloved  monarch,  reduced, 
in  his  affliction,  to  reside  in  a  palace  not 
bis  own.  He  should  be  sorry  indeed  to 
see  htm  in  the  condition  of  a  lodger.  He 
thought  his  establishment  should  have  a 
nobleman  of  rank  at  its  head,  and  that 
one  or  two  equerries  should  be  in  attend- 
ance to  receive  the  visita  of  distinguished 
foreigners  who  might  desire  to  see  Wind- 
sor Castle.  But  an  establishment  on  any 
krffer  scale,  an  establishment  incumbered 
with  five  or  six  equerries,  went  beyond 
whatever  conceptions  he  could  form  of 
propriety.  The  noble  lord  might  here- 
after explain  his  views,  so  as  to  remove 
these  objections  i  but  unless  the  scruples 
with  which  they  at  present  filled  him  could 
be  satisfied,  he  must  feel  it  his  duty  to 
negative  the  proposition.  He  was  aware 
that  the  sulnecC  was  one  of  great  delicacy. 
For  himself,  he  could  have  no  other  object 
tfian  to  honestly  discharge  the  duty  he 
Owed  to  his  aged  and  infirm  sovereign, 
not  forgetting,  at  the  same  time,  what  was 
doe  to  the  wants  of  the  country.  With 
'eapeet  to  the  sum  of  10,000/.  to*  his  royal 
highness  the  Duke  of  York,  if  it  was  ne- 
eessary,  it  should  be  granted :  but  it  ought 


most  imquestioDably  to  be  charged  on  the 
privy  purse. 

Nir.  Canning  expressed  hia  confidence, 
that  the  admissions  of  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman,  if  acted  u[H>n  frankly,  and  in  the 
spirit  in  which  they  professed  to  be  made 
(and  he  did  not  doubt  that  they  would  be 
so),  would  bring  him  and  his  noble  friend 
much  nearer  in  their  opinions  and  views 
of  the  subject,  than  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman at  present  perhaps  supposed.  His 
noble  friend  bad  specifically  stated,  that 
the  various  estimates  would  be  laid  before 
the  select  committee.  That  information 
therefore,  the  absence  of  which  had  been 
regretted  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  be  supplied.  The  House  were  not 
called  upon  to  vote  for  the  appointment 
of  the  committee  with  any  pledge  to  ap- 
prove of  those  estimates.  The  committee 
would  have  the  opportunity  of  examining 
them  in  detail.  The  right  boo.  gentle- 
man had,  however,  vrged  two  or  three 
objections  to  the  proposition  of  his  noble 
friend,  to  which  he  (Mr.  Canning)  felt 
himself  competent  to  give  an  answer, 
without  touching  on  any  of  those  parts  of 
the  qnestion  which  would  be  better  re- 
serves for  the  investigation  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  should  applj  himself  first,  to 
that  part  of  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  which  came  last  in  order; 
namely,  his  remarks  on  the  continuation 
for  life  of  the  salaries  of  her  late  majesty's 
household.  He  could  assure  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  that  the  present  proposi- 
tion was  copied  exactly  from  two  distinct 
precedents.  In  the  case  of  the  demise  of 
queen  Caroline,  and  in  that  of  the  prin- 
cess dowager  of  Wales  (which  though  not 
strictly  a  case  of  a  demise  of  a  queen  was 
d  fortiori  a  justification  of  the  present 
proposition)  all  the  officers  and  domes- 
tics of  those  illustrious  personages,  retired 
on  their  full  salaries.  The  right  hon.  gen* 
lleman  had  expressed  some  surprise  at 
the  statetnent  ot  his  noble  friend ;  that  sa- 
lary constituted  but  half^  the  real  emolu* 
ments  of  socb  situations.  The  meaning  o^ 
his  noble  friend  was,  that  when  theamoont 
of  advantages  derived  from  the  use  of 
apartmentii,  table,  carriages,  and  other 
conveniences  were  taken  into  accoonty 
they  were  found  to  constitute  in  many  rn- 
stances,  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  emo- 
luments of  such  situations,  especially  for 
the  female  part  of  the  establishments; 
these  of  course  entirely  ceased,  with  actual 
attendance.  It  wotdd  be  evident,  there- 
fore, that  the  bare  salaries  on  which  the 
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iDdividuals   in  question  retired,  although 
continued  infqll  would  not  amount  to  more 
than  a  part,  it  might  fairly  be  said  to  more 
than  one  half  of  the  advantages  which  they 
enjoyed  during  their  attendance  on  her  ma- 
jesty. As  however  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  expressed  his  willingness  to  conform  to 
what  had  been  the  established  practice, 
his  acquiescence  in  that  part  of  his  noble 
friend's  proposition  might  be  considered 
as  secure.  With  respect  to  the  privy  purse, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  him  to 
be  under  a  complete  mistake  in  his  ob- 
jection to  its  being  considered  as  the  pri* 
vate  property  of  the  king.     It  was  a  ques- 
tion which  was  no  longer  a  matter  of  debate. 
It  was  unnecessary  to  enter  into  details 
and  arguments  on  a  subject  which  had 
been  settled  by  act  of  parliament  in  1812. 
After  reading  that  act,  he  should  be  very 
much  astonished  if  any  hon.  gentleman 
should  subscribe  to  the  opinion  of  the 
right  hon.  eentlemao,  that  the  privy  purse 
was  dther  than  the  property  of  the  King. 
By  a  clause  in  the  act  of  1812  (the  last 
act  passed  upon  the  subject ;   but  by  no 
means  the  only  one  which  affected  it),  it 
was  provided  that  the  trustees  of  his  ma- 
jesty's privy  purse  and  private  property 
should  be  empowered  to  receive  the  profits 
and  dividends  of  such  property,  to  be  laid 
out  by  them  in  the  purchase  of  other 
fundsi  for  and  on  behalf  of  bis  majesty ; 
and  to  preserve  the  same,  with  the  proots 
accruing,  for  the  sole  use  and  behoof  of 
his  majesty.   This  clause  further  provided . 
that  in  case  no  disposition  should  be  made 
by  his  majesty  of  the  same  by  will,  the 
whole  of  the  property  so  undisposed  of 
should  be  distributed  according  as  it  would 
have  gone  by  law,  had  no  such  act  been 
passed.      The  words  of  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment were  as  strong  as  the  English  lan- 
guage could  make  them  in  considering 
this  as   his  majesty's   private  property. 
Unquestionably,  it  was  open  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  to  move  for  a  repeal  of 
that  act;   but  such  a  question  was  very 
different  from  that  which  was  then  in  dis- 
cussion.    The  House  must  conform  to 
the  existing  decisions  of  parliament,  until 
such  a  repeal  was  effected ;  until  that  took 
I^ace,  the  accumulations  of   the    privy 

{)ur^,  could  be  considered  in  no  other 
ight  than  as  his  majesty's  private  property. 
It  was  undoubtedly  true  that  by  that  act 
certain  other  burthens  had  been  imposed 
on  the  privy  purse.  It  had  been  provided 
by  it,  that  as,  during  the  soundness  of 
mind  of  his  majesty,  rewards  had  been 
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granted  by  his  majesty,  in  pensions  to  his 
raithful  servants  who  bad  grown  old  in  his 
service ;  so  claims  of  other  servants,  dis- 
abled by  age  or  infirmity  subsequently  to 
the  passing  of  the  act,  should  under  res- 
ponsibility of  the  custos  of  bis  majesty's 
person,  be  in  like  manner  remunerated* 
The  case  of  the  persons  now  to  be  thrown 
out  of  this  high  service  by  the  r^uctioQ 
of  this  establishment  were  predaelyeJusiUm 

generis  except  indeed  that  they  were  per- 
aps   even    more  peculiarly  •  interesting. 
They    had  not  been  deprived    of  their 
places  by  their  own  disability,  or  by  the 
stroke  of  death,  consigning  their  royal 
master  to  the  grave ;  but  they  were  pre- 
maturely cut  off  by  the  act  of  the  law ; 
and  hence  it  was  but  just  that  a  compensa- 
tion should  be  provided  by  law,  which  in 
case  of  their  own  disability,  or  of  their 
royal  master's   death,  there    was    every 
reason  to  presume  would  have  been  made 
to  them.  As  the  act  in  question  therefore 
had  authorized  the  queen  as  custos  to  di- 
rect the  trustees  to  put  certain  persons  on 
the  pension  list,  as  cases  should  occur;  so 
it  might  be  but  reasonable  that  the  act 
now  to  be  brought  in,  should  confer  a  si- 
milar power  on  the  new  custos  with  res- 
pect to  the  persons  dismissed,  as  well  as 
to  those  who  might  have  grown  old  in  the 
king's  service.    The  right  hon.  gentleman 
objected  to  the  proposed  grant  to  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  York  as  custos  of  his 
majesty's  person.    On  the  present,  as  on 
every  other  occasion,  the  conduct  of  his 
Royal  Highness  was  worthy  of  his  high 
station,  and  of  the  rank  which  he  held  in 
the  public  esteem.    Whether  the  propo- 
sition for  making  a  specific  allowance  to 
his  Royal  Highness  was  right  or  wrong,  is 
was  but  justice  to  that  illustrious  person 
to  say  that  he  was  not  responsible  for  the 
suggestion.    It  was  evident  from  the  bill 
which  had  come  down  to  that    House 
from'  the  House  of  Lords,  that  he  had 
undertaken  the  duties  of  the  office  with- 
out stipulation.     It  was  in  the  power  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  therefore,  to  im- 
pose on  his  Royal  Highness,  now  that  ha 
had  accepted  the  office,  all  the  painful 
duties  and  burthens  attached  to  it  withoul 
any  remuneration ;  that  was  not  the  fit 
word ;  without  any  indemnification  what* 
ever.    It  was  impossible  that  his  Royal 
Highness  should  not  be  subjected  to  ex« 
traordinary  expenses  in  the  new  course  of 
duties  which  this  trost  imposed  on  hiin4 
Whether  the  proposed  sum  was  or  was 
not  too  large,  might  be  a  question  for  the 
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■idbcaiioB  of  the   eoomiktee  akove 
•ttirs;  and  if  it  ahould  sol  appear  to  be 
•Kc«»ive»  the  right  hon.  genUeman  had 
iminated  that  he  ahould  oot  be  disposed 
to  object  to  it.    Indeed  he  believed  thatiii 
that  committee  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
jaiody  if  aot  eottrely  coDTerted  tohis  noble 
frieod*sviewsef  the  various  partsof  the  sub- 
ject, would  be  vary  nearly  approximateitto 
cheok    The  only  other  point  which  it  ap* 
peered  necessary  to  advert  to  in  thatalage 
of  the  diacussion  was*  the  assmnptioo  of 
the  right  boa*  genttemaa  that  the  whole  of 
the  fuDdsinquestion,  thatis  ofthelOO^CXXML 
granted  by  parliament  for  the  support  of 
theWmdaorestablishment  were  entirelyat 
the  discretion,  and  in  the  disposal  of  the 
House,  and  that  tbey  ought  not  to  look*te 
what  thoy  could  save,  but  were  «t  liher^ 
t»  consider  how  mudh  it  might  be  proper 
to  Expend.     Though  they  might  on  both 
aides  of  the  House  arrive  at  the  sense  oh* 
ject,yet  he  (Mr.  Canning)  b^gedto  say 
that  they  started  from  opposite  points. 
Instead  of  having  an  establishment  to 
build,  as  seemed  to  be  the  supposition  of 
the  ri^t  hon.  gentleman,  there  was  an 
estaUishmeot  elready  constructed  by  law. 
The  question  therefore  waa,nothownuich 
it  was  necessary  to  expend  in  an  establish* 
snent  yet  to  be  created,  bat  how  much  it 
asight  be  proper  and  expedient  to  deduct 
from  an  eatablishment  already  exuting. 
The  House  were  not  that  night  to  com* 
menee  de  ntmo  the  discusnon  of  all  those 
painful  subjects  which  engeged  their  at* 
tention  seme  years  past.    There  was  a 

Ctt  practical  difference  though  the  right 
•  gentleman  did  not  seem  to  recollect 
it,  between  the  two  cases.  The  act  of 
parliament  had  settled  the  establishment 
as  it  existed.  Were  the  House  pavsuiag 
too  far  the  suggestions  of  economy,  to 
make  a  niggardly  and  unfeeluig  retrench* 
osent,  that  arrangement  ought  experience 
vejectton  eisewhevey  and  what  would  be 
tte  consequence  t  That  aain  caaea  where 
this  House  is  ovigioating  a  grant^diearant 
iMiuld  beveid  if  not  accepted  elsewhero, 
vsitb  ail  the  conditions  which  die  House 
of  Commons  might  have  annexed  to  It? 
Vo.  The  legal  establisbment  would  then 
continue  undiminished,  and  all  hopea  of 
nsdncing  expense  would  be  frustrated. 
The  sum  of  00,0001.  did  not appearto  him 
aa  it  did  to  the  right  hon.  gentiemanto  he 
exeessive.  All  however,  that  was  required 
at  present,  was,  that  the  estimates  nludh 
after  the  fullest  delibersCion  had  been  silb* 
«iitred  to  the  Ho^i^e  by  his  msjesfy's  mi- 
(  VCiL.  KXJCIK.^ 


nisters,  should  be  examined  by  the  com- 
mitteOi  He  bad  then  little  doubt  that 
tlie  right  hon.  gentleman  with  these  feel* 
ings  on  the  subject,  for  the  sincerity  of 
which  he  gave  him  full  credit,  would  mo^ 
dify  or  retract  his  opinions,  and  see  rea- 
son to  conclude  that  while  the  estimates 
were  framed  with  a  due  recollection  of  the 
dignity,  the  claims,  and  the  virtues  of  him 
for  whom  tbey  were  providing,  there  was 
no  disposition  to  overlook  either  the  in* 
terest  or  the  feelings  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Tierniyy  in  explanation,  saidi  he 
well  knew  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1812 ;  and  in  adding  that  he  was  ready  to 
repeal  it, .  he  expetSed  to  have  the  noble 
lord  for  his  aeoonder.  The  noble  lord 
himself  was  about  to  repeal  it  to  a  certain 
extent.  All  that  he  meant  by  the  ob- 
servation of  the  funds  in  question  being 
in  possevion  of  the  House  was,  that  it 
was  BOW  before  them  practically  to  apply 
them  as  justice  or  neoessi^  should  require. 
He  was  certainly  dbposed  to  act  liberally 
towards  the  duke  of  York,  and  only  wisbea 
to  see  some  general  acale  upon  which  thn 
aiiowmnce  in  question  might  be  regulated. 
If  10,000f.  a  vear  ahould  appear  to  be  a 
proper,  sum,  he  considered  that  in  fixing 
It  upon  the  privy  purse,  it  would  enl^  be 
doinff  that  which  the  kins  himself,  in  a 
lucid  interval,  would  do,  for  the  sake  of 
being  placed  under  his  royal  highness'a 
care.  With  regard  to  the  accumulation 
of  the  privy  purse  beins  the  king's  pri- 
vate property,  and  his  being  enabled  to 
dispose  of  it  as  such,  he  knew  that  this  had 
been  so  dechred  by  an  act  passed  in 
1798 ;  but  passed  without  any  contempla- 
tion of  the  calamity  which  had  afterwards 
fallen  en  his  nrnjesty. 

Mr.  Canning  observed,  that  he  had  mis- 
understood the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
who,  he  thought,  hMl  meant  to  contend, 
that  the  privy  purse  ceased  to  be  the 
kmg'a  private  property  with  the  cessation 
of  me  exercise  <n  his  political  capaciqr* 
The  last  act  of  parliament  bad,  however^ 
leei^gnised  the  existence  of  this  private 
property,  when  the  exerciae  of  the  poUti* 
•cal  capacity  had  actually  oesaed. 

It  was  then  agreed,  that  the  Prince  R0* 
gent's  Message  be  referred  to  a  cossmittee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  I  Ith  instant, 
nnd  that  the  fioyal  Estahlishasento  be  ce* 
ferred  to  a  select  comasittee. 
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BPECTINO  tiER  LATE  MAJRSTY'g  ESTA- 
BLISHMENT.] The  order  of  the  day 
falsing  read, 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  to  move  an 
humble  address  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  thanking  him  for  his  most 
gracious  mei^sage ;  in  doing  which  he 
should  briefly  state  the  nature  and  cha- 
racter of  the  particular  fund  to  which  the 
message  referred,  and  which,  by  the  la- 
mented demise  of  her  majesty,  nad  now 
lapsed  to  the  Prince  Regent,  for  the  ge- 
neral purposes  of  the  civil  list,  and  in 
t^hat  manner  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
apply  it.  Tlieir  lordships  were  aware  that 
58,000/;  was  the  sum  allotted  out  of  the 
civil  list  to  her  late  majesty,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  her  establishment.  This  sum 
did  not  fall  in  to  the  public  on  the  demise 
of  the  queen ;  but  in  consequence  of  the 
late  act  for  the  distribution  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  civil  list,  it  fell  to  be  dis- 
posable by  the  Prince  Regent,  who  might 
apply  it  in  aid  of  other  branches  of  the 
civil  Kst.  The  branches  to  which  it  might 
be  applied  were  those  of  the  lord  cbam* 
berlain,  the  lord  steward>  and  the  master 
of  the  horse.  The  only  purpose  lo  which 
Ills  Royal  Highness  would  nave  particu- 
larly wished  to  apply  part  of  the  sum 
lapsed,  was  one  from  which  he  was  pre- 
cluded, namely,  that  of  continuing  the 
salaries  of  the  persons  employed  in  her 
late  majesty's  establishment.  This  was 
an  application  which  he  coul^d  not  make, 
in  consequence  of  the  limitation  of  the 
pension  Kst,  the  utmost  extent  of  whidi, 
as  now  fixed  by  law,  was  90,000^*  Had 
H  sot  been  for  this  limitarion,  his  Royal 
^Highnesa  would  on  this  occasion,  follow- 
ing the  example  of  his  predecessors,  and 
particularly  of  tlie  precedent  established 
•oy  the  arrangement  on  the  death  of  the 
•consort  of  George  2nd,  have  granted  pen- 
'sions  to  all  the  servants  of  her  late  ma- 
jetty.  His  Royal  Highness  had,  however, 
thought  fit  to  place  the  whole  sum  of 
^,000^.  at  tlie  disposal  of  parliament,  and 
0niy  asked  their  lordships  to  do  that  out  of 
-justice  to  the  servants-of  her  late  majesty's 
establishment  which  had  been  done  in  all 
former  cases  of  the  demise  of  the  queen. 
The  persons  who  possessed  this  strong 
claim  to  their  lordships'  consideration  had 
most  of  them  servea  her  majesty  for  a 
long  series  of  years ;  but  when  it*  was  pro- 
posed to  continue  to  them  their  salaries, 
their  lordriiips  would  be  greatly  deceived 
were  tbey  to  suppose .  that  such  a  grant 
wauld  leave  these  individuals  in  the  s4me 
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situation  in  which  they  stood  before  the 
decease  of  her  majesty.  In  fact,  they 
had  the  benefit  of  various  advantages  and 
allowances  which  were  fully  e^ual  to  their 
nominal  salaries.  It  was  estimated  that 
25,000/.  would  be  adequate  to  the  amount 
of  the  salaries.  Supposing,  therefore, 
that  their  lordships  should  be  disposed,  aa 
he  had  no  doubt  they  would  be,  to  grant 
that  sum  for  the  servants,  there  would 
then  remain  33,000i.  immediately  at  the 
disposal  of  the  public.  In  making  this 
disposition  of  the  sum  which  had  hitherto 
been  allotted  to  her  majesty's  separata 
maintenance,  their  lordships,  he  was  sen- 
sible, would  act  consistently  with  their 
feelings  towards  the  public  and  toward* 
individuals.  They  would  not  fail  to  be 
impressed  with  those  sentiments  which 
the  act  of  his  Royal  Highness,  in  relin- 
quishing all  claim  to  this  fund,  and  the 
justice  be  was  so  anxious  to  see  done.  t» 
those  individuals  who  had  claims  on  it  for 
past  services^  were  calculated  to  produce. 
It  was  not  possible  that  any  of  their  lord^ 
ships  could  be  disposed  to  resist  an  act 
which  was  in  itself  one  of  liberality  and 
justice,  and  which  had  been  performed 
on  all  similar  occasions ;  and  under  that 
conviction  he  should  now  move,  that  aa 
humble  address  be  presented  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  thanking  hia 
Royal  Highness  for  his  gracious  commu- 
nication, and  assuring  his  Royal  Highness, 
that  their  lordships  would  not  fail  to  pay 
due  attention  to  the  claima  recommended 
by  his  Royal  Highness  to  their  notice. 

The  MarquiS'  of  Latudoxime  said»  he  had 
no  objection  to  offer  to  the  general  object 
of  the  address,  and  was  willing  to  concur 
in  it,  on  account  of  the  practical  applica* 
tion  of  the  fund  in  question,  which  he 
fully  approved.  It  was,  therefore,  with 
no  spirit  of  quibbling  that  he  should  atate 
an  objection  which  occurred  to  him  oa 
the  principle  laid  down  in  the  message  of 
the  Prince  Regent,  and  re-asserted  in  the 
addreia  as  moved  by  the  noble  earl.  The 
message  stated,  that  the  58^000i.  per 
annum  allotted  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  queen's  establishment,  bad,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  demise  of  her  ma«- 
jesty,  become  di«po6able  by  the  Prince 
Regent  to  the  purposes  of  the  civil 
list.  He  felt  less  reluctance  in  stat- 
ing bis  disagr^ment  with  the  assertioa 
thus  madei'  as  the  proposed  application  of 
the  money  was  one  on  wliieh  there  could 
be  no  diwrence  of  opinion  whatever.  Aa 
to-  the  power  inH>lied  by  the  mvssagei  of 
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the  king  or  his  ministers,  to  take  one  bead 
of  the  civil  list,  when  the  reason  of  main- 
taining that  expense  no  longer  existed, 
and  apply  it  to  any  other  purposes  of  the 
civil  list,  he   held  it  to  be  an  assertion 
totally  inconsistent  with  the  sptriti  If  not 
with  the  letter,  of  the  act  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  civil  list,  which  was  passed  two 
or  three  years  ago.    Their  lordships  would 
recollect,  that  the  civil  list  was  so  regu- 
lated, or  meant  to  be  so  regulated,  by  the 
act  to  which  be  had  alluded,  as  to  remove 
every  thing  uncertain  or  fluctuating  from 
that  branch   of  the  public   service.    In 
order  to  attain  this  object,  every  head  was 
voted  on  estimate.    The  demands  for  the 
maintenance  of  her  majesty  and  her  ser- 
vants formed  part  of  the  estimates  on  which 
the  sums  were  voted:   there  appeared, 
therefore,  no  reason  (or  saying,   that  a 
sum  which  had  been  appropriated  to  one 
branch  of  the  civil  list,  sliould,  in  the  case 
of  the  ground  on  which  it  was  granted 
ceasing,     become    applicable    to    other 
branches.    It  was  true  that  by  the  act, 
part  of  the  sum  allowed  for  one  branch,  if 
any  part  could  be  spared,  might  be  ap« 
piiea  to  another  branch ;  but  the  appro- 
priation  of  the  whole  amount  of  one  head 
of  the  civil  list  was  a  very  different  thing 
from  the  disposal  of  the  economical  sav- 
ings of  one  branch  to  another  which  might 
require  such  aid.    Let  it  be  considered 
for  a  moment  to  what  an  extent  this  prin- 
ciple might  be  carried,  and  their  lordships 
would   perceive   its   mischievous  conse- 
quences.   It  miffht  with  equal  justice  be 
asserted,  that  the  allowances  whidi  had 
been  granted  to  the  various  members  of 
the  royal  family  should  fail  to  the  disposal 
of  the  king  and  his  ministers,  on  the  oeath 
of  the  illustrious  persons  to  whom  the 
allowances  had  been  granted.    Their  lord- 
ships,  he  thought,  must  be  sensiblci  that 
the  assertion  contained   in  the  message 
was  inconsistent  with  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment.    After  consulting   the   act    that 
snorning,  he  confessed  that  he  had  some  I 
doubt  whether  it  was  directly  contrary  to 
its  letter,  but  he  was  coo6dent  that  it  was 
hostile  to  its  spirit  and  object.    If,  how- 
ever, it  sliould  be  found  that  the  message 
was  in  this  respect  consistent  with  the  let- 
ter of  the  act,  that  ought  to  be  a  reason 
for  their  lordships  altering  it ;  but  not  for 
their  concurring  in  the  assertion  of  the 
message.    With  respect  to  the  application 
ofthe  58,00(V.,  as  proposed  by  the  mes- 
sage, no  person  felt  more  strongly  than  lie 
^a  th»  propriety  of  that  application.   He 


had  hoped  the  noble  earl  would  have  given 
their  lordships  some  information  on  the 
arrangements  intended,  with  respect  to 
another  establishment  in  some  measure 
connected  with  the  present;  but  as  tha 
noble  earl  had  not  thought  fit  to  do  uo,, 
and  as  their  lordships'  attention  was  not 
called  to  it  by  the  message,  he  should  ab- 
stain from  saying  any  thing  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  was  the  more  readily  disposed 
to  adopt  this  course,  as  he  understood  that 
the  subject  was  before  the  other  House ; 
and  he  trusted  that  when  the  establish* 
ment  had  undergone  the  full  consideratioa 
of  the  legislature,  it  would  be  placed  ia 
that  state  which  would  correspond  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  public  interest  and  tho 
dignity  of  the  crown* 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  concurred  in  the 
hope  which  the  noble  marquis  had  just 
expressed.    He  had  felt  that  he  was  not 
called  upon  to  sa^  any  thing  on  the  sub- 
ject alluded  to,  as  it  was  not  referred  to  in 
the  message.     Their  lordship  must  be 
aware,  from  the  votes  of  the  other  Houses 
that  it  was  under  consideration.    Whea 
it  came  regularly  before  their  lordships, 
he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  ffive  such 
explanations  as  the  occasion  might  appear 
to  aim  to  require.    With  regard  to  tho^ 
question  immediately  under  consideration, 
he  was  of  opinion,  tliat  their  lordshipo 
could  have  no  hesitation  in  adopting  tw- 
principle  laid  down  in  the  mess^e  re-^ 
specting  the  power  of  the  Prince  Regent 
in  the  disposal  of  the  58,000/.    The  as-* 
sertion  in  the  message  was  supported  by 
the  legal  opinions  taken  on  the  act,  which 
made  the  sayings  of  several  branches  of 
the  civil  list  disposable  for  other  branches- 
It  was  perfectl  V  reasonable  to  infer,  that 
the  whole  of  toe  sum  granted  for  a  par- 
ticular branch  might  be  so  disposable ;  and 
this  inference  was  confirmed  by  the  worda 
of  the  act,  which  made  an  exception  ia 
the  case  of  ambassadors.    There  was  no 
such  exception  made  with  respect  to  the 
queen's  establishment,  which,  on  her  ma-^ 
jesty's  demise,  was  therefore  disposeable 
by  the  Prince  Regent  to  the  purposes  of 
the  civil  list.    What  the  noble  roarquia 
had  said  with  respect  to  the  allowancea 
voted  to  the  other  branches  of  the  royal 
family,   could  form  no  argument  in  this 
case ;  for  these  allowances  were  granted 
out  of  the  consolidated  fund,  witli  the  ex- 
press understanding,  that  the  sums  should 
revert  to  the  public  on  the  decease  of  the 
illustrious  persons  to  whom  they  had  been 
voted.    Having  stated    the  grounds  on 
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vvhich  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  mes* 
sage  wa8  supported  by  the  act  of  parNa* 
xnent,  he  had  to  add  that  it  never  was  his 
intention  to  take  any  unfair  advantage  of 
the  state  of  the  law.  It  appeared  unques- 
tionable, that  whether  the  principle  was 
right  or  wrong,  the  Prince  Regent  was, 
according  to  the  act,  entitled  to  the  dis* 
posal  of  the  sum  hitherto  appKed  to  the 
queen's  establishment ;  but  m  advising  the 
exerdse  of  the  prerogative,  he  had  at  tlie 
snme  time  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  advise 
that  distribution  of  the  SSflOM^  which 
-was  recommended  in  the  message.  He 
had  therefore  no  doubt  that  their  lordships 
would  concur  in  the  address  which  he  had 
moved. 

The  address  was  then  agreed  to  nem. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday^  February  5. 

Mr.  Brougham  moved  a  new  writ  for  a 
member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
city  of  Westminster  in  the  room  of  sir 
SiTmuel  Romilly  deceased. 

FowEY  Election  Petition.]  Mr. 
Holmes  presented  a  petition  from  Kichard 
Cotton  Mould,  praying  that  Hirtber  time 
should  be  afforded  him  for  entering  into 
his  recognizance.  The  petition  having  been 
read. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  a  ease  simi« 
lar  to  this  had  not  before  arisen.  Indeed 
iC  was  not  possible,  because  the  act 
pf  parliament  oot  of  which  it  grew,  took 
its  date  subsequent  to  the  last  general 
election.  That  act  described  the  time 
when  notice  of  the  party  being  ready  to 
produce  sureties,  oaght  to  be  given ;  and 
the  present  petition  prayed  for  further 
iSme  to  effect  that  object.  By  the  law^, 
as  it  at  present  stood,  the  House  eould 
enlarge  the  time  for  entering  into  recog- 
nizances,  bat  not  for  a  longer  period  tmn 
thirty  days  from  the  time  of  presenting 
the  original  petition.  That  enlaigement 
could  only  be  granted,  on  the  statement 
contained  in  the  petition,  praying  for  fur- 
ther time,  being  verified  on  oath:  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  to  be  verified  did 
not  appear.  The  only  wav,  it  seemed  to 
him,  t  would  be,  to  call  the  petitioner  to 
the  bar,  and  swear  him  to  the  truth  of  kis 
petition.  It  could  not,  therefore,  be 
moved,  that  the  petition  should  lie  on  the 
table,  as  that  would  dispose  of  it  for  the 
day,  and  such  a  dday  wovid  prevent  the 


petitioner  from  applying  hereafter  for  an 
extension  of  time.  The  petition  having 
been  read,  the  proper  course,  he  coo^ 
oeived,  would  be,  immediately  to  call  the 
petitioner  to  the  bar,  to  verify,  on  oath, 
the  allegations  he  had  made- 
Mr.  Holmee  moved.  That  Mr.  .Mould 
be  catted  to  the  bar,  to  verify  the  state* 
neot  contained  in  his  petition.  The  mo> 
tion  was  carried,  and  Mr.  Mould  swore  to 
the  truth  of  the  fiicts  he  bad  stated.  Mr. 
Hohnes  then  moved,  That  time  for  Miw 
Mould  to  enter  into  his  reoogniaance  be 
enlarged  till  tonnerrow. 

Mr.  fF^H  said,  that  h^  the  act  which 
passed  a  few  years  ago,  it  w«a  directed 
that  thirty  days  notice  shook!  be  given  of 
the  imention  of  petitioning,  ia  order  that 
ioqoiry  might  be  made  into  the  character 
of  the  sureties ;  that  the  person  petitioned 
agaiast  might  be  able  to  recover  his  ex* 
penset,  if  the  petition  were  dechired  fii* 
volotts  and  vexatioos.  By  the  sasme  act« 
under  pertieuhr  ciroumstances,  a  lonsev 
time  was  allowed  to  the  petitioner  to  &id 
sureties,  if  those  originwy  propooed  wert 
objected  to.  The  period  pointed  out  fist 
the  reconsideration  of  sureties  was  eight 
days,  «<  at  the  least,"  after  the  objeotiom 
He  thought,  aecording  to  the  strict  tech^ 
nical  construction  of  liie  words,  that 
**  eight  days  at  the  least,"  meant  ei^^ht 
days  exelusfve  of  the  dsy  on  which 
notice  was  given.  But,  as  the  House 
always  acfed  with  liberality  towards  pefi* 
tioners,  and  as,  in  this  instance,  it  was 
very  probable  that  the  petitioner  sepposed 
the  words  <*  eight  dsjrs  at  the  least"  to 
fifclude  the  day  of  givmg  notice  as  well  aa 
that  of  entering  into  Uie  recognisance^ 
perhaps  they  would  accede  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petition,  although  it  was  not  strictly 
in  time. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Country  Banks.}  Sir  Af.  fV,  Ridh^ 
seeing  the  chancellor  of  the  excheouer  m 
his  puice,  was  aoxions  to  know  iHiether 
the  ri^t  hon.  gentleman  had  submitted 
any  proposition  to  the  committee  now  hi- 
vestigating  the  aAiirs  of  the  Bank,  or 
wheroer  he  had  it  in  eontemplatioo  to  oAr 
anv  propodtion  to  their  notice,  eo  the 
subject  of  countrT  banka^  On  a  former 
evening,  the  right  hen.  gendeman  bad 
said,  when  a  question  respecting  country 
banks  was  asked,  that  it  was  a  subject  of 
such  Importance,  as  randered  it  fit  to  be 
referred  to  that  committee.  Bus  thas 
committee  was,   aa  he  understpedi  10 
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veporl  oa  iKe  state  of  die  Bknk  of.  Eng- 
Umd,  with  reference  to  the  probability  of 
that  body  resuming  cash  payments. 
Now,  he  begged  leave  to  state,  that  as 
fares  the  Bank  of  England  was  concerned, 
the  subject  did  not  at  all  interfere  with 
d)e  shuatioD  of  country  banks.  The 
great  body  of  country  bankers  were  most 
anxious,  in  consequence  of  what  took 
place  hut  session,  to  know  distinctly,  to 
what  fiart  of  their  system  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  intended  to  draw  the  attention 
ef  the  committee. 

The  ChanceUar  of  ihi  Excheouer  said, 
the  htttt«  baronet  would  feel  ttiat  it  was 
impossible  Ibr  hiai  to  ghre  an  explicit  an* 
swer  to  his  question,  since  propositions 
ai^ffat  be  moved  in  Hie  committee,  of 
which^  np  to  the  time  of  their  being  sub* 
mitted,  he  could  know  nothing.  He  con- 
ceived that  the  country  baim,  as  con- 
nected with  the  general  question  of  the 
paper  cnrtvncy,  formed  a  very  proper 
subject  ler  the  oonsideration  of  the  com* 
nittee,  when  the  gveatpoint  to  be  decided 
was,  whether  a  restriction  sheold  be  placed 
cm  die  issue  oTpsper.  He  begsed,  how- 
ever to  state,  toat,  at  present,  he  did  not 
contemplate  any  proposition  oa  the  suli^t 
ef  country  banks. 

Shr  M.  W.  RidUywid,  he  was  then  lo 
understand,  that  there  was  ne  intention  of 
submitting  to  the  committee  a  resolution 
similar  to  that  which  the  right  hen.  gen- 
tletnan  had  in  contemplation  last  year. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  could  not  pteaume  to  stale  what  pro- 
ceedings might  be  adopted  while  the 
committee  waa  sitting ;  but  at  present  he 
knew  of  no  such  intention. 

Moffat  Grammar  School— Misaf- 
PLiCATioN  OF  Funds.]  Mr.  Brougham 
aaid,  he  held  in  his  hands  a  petition  from 
the  minister,  elders  and  inhabitants,  ef 
the  parish  of  Moffiit,  in  Scotland.  He 
ooffht  first  to  mention  that  the  minister 
and  dders  ef  a  parish  composed  what  in 
this  country  was  called  a  vestry.  They 
formed  else  an  eeclesiastica)  authority. 
These  iahabitanu,  to  the  number  of  800, 
had  taken  the  precaution  to  obviate  the 
efSect  of  an  objection  which  was  some- 
times made  to  snnilar  petitions,  that  per- 
sons of  tender  age  had  been  called  on  to 
sign  them,  te  add  after  each  signature  the 
age  of  the  person  signing*  They  com- 
yesed  a  g^eat  nnjority  of  the  fcdMbitants 
of  the  parish  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity. 
The  petttlooers  stated,  that  in  1^59  a  re- 


verend gentleman,  who  was  a  native  of 
MoSit,  had  bequeathed  1,000^.  sterling  to 
terd  Johnstone,  tlie  ancestor  of  the  pre- 
sent family  of  Annandale,  in  order  to  lay 
out  that  anm  in  land ;  and  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  land  so  purchased,  to 

S've  a  yearly  sum  to  a  schoolmaster  in 
[oifatt  amounting  to  9SL  or  26/.  a  year.' 
In  the  next  friace,  a  sum  ef  WL  or  12& 
wss  to  be  given  to  an  tisher ;  and  in  the 
third  place,  between,  IL  and  8/.  was  to  be 
paid  to  a  writing  mastct.  The  sdiool' was  to 
be  a  gramaser  school,  and  the  master  and 
usher  were  to  be  qualified  te  teach  Latin. 
It  was  also  directed  that  a  sum  should  be 
laid  out  in  tlie  erection  of  n  proper  build* 
ing  fiir  the  school.  They  stated  that  tbey 
had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  money 
had  been  laid  out,  in  the  fiist  instance,  in 
the  tamn  of  the  devise,  as  the  sehool  had 
been  built,  and  the  salary  had  always  been 
paid  to  the  masleff  when  there  was  a  mas* 
ter,  but  that  a  vacsncy  was  frequently  aU 
lowed  to  happen  fer  aeverai  years  at  a 
time.  The  ssJary,  however,  was  always 
paid  when  there  was  a  master.  But  they 
stared,  that  instead  of  the  other  salary 
having  been  paid  to  the  usher,  as  was  de- 
vised, it  had  w^**yt  ^ecn  pa^^  to  the  parish 
schoolmaster^  Thia  was  a  deviation  from 
the  terms  of  the  bequest,  and  was  the 
more  unnecessary,  as  about  sixtv  years  af- 
terwards schools  had  been  established  in 
every  parish  bv  the  legislature.  They 
stated  that  the  third  salary  had  also  never 
been  peid  agreeably  to  the  bequest.  The 
overplus  ef  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
land,  after  payiag  these  tnree  salsries^ 
were  then  directed  to  be  laid  out  for  the 
reUef  ef  the  poor  of  the  psrish  of  Mofirt^ 
A  school  was  to  be  instituted  for  the  edn* 
eatioa  of  the  poor,  and  the  overplus,  after 
paying  the  masters,  was  to  go  towards  the 
reuef  of  the  poor.  They  stated  that  no 
part  of  thie  estate,  or  any  men^,  had 
ever  been  procored  for  a  master  ror  the 
children  ef  the  poor,  and  that  they  had 
never  been  able  to  see  nay  aocoont  of  the 
proceeds  ef  the  knds,  and  what  had  been 
done  with  either  the  lands  or  the  mone^. 
They  added,  that  it  waa  a  great  hardship 
to  the  pari^  to  be  deprived  of  this  school, 
as  the  parish  school  was  not  by  any  means 
suficient  for  the  education  ef  the  whole 
ef  the  ehildren.  They  stated  also,  that 
the  same  benevolent  person,  a  Dr.  John* 
stone,  left  in  the  same  manner  1,00(K.,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  barsariea  or  exhi* 
bitionB  to  eight  poor  scholara  of  Moflat, 
to  the  university  of  Edinburgli,  and  they 
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farther  stated  that  these  exhibitions  for 
poor  scholars  had  never  been  given  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parish,  though  repeated 
applications  had  been  made  for  them— that 
they  had  generally  been  bestowed,  from  mo- 
tives of  favour  or  afiection,  on  persons  from 
other  quarters.  The  petitioners  craved  ge« 
nerally,  that  inquiry  should  be  made  into 
the  subject  matter  of  their  petition. 

Mr.  W.  Douglas  said,  that  no  man 
could  feel  more  than  himself  the  value  of 
the  labours  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, with  respect  to  the  education  of 
the  poor.  As  far,  however,  as  regarded 
the  money  bequeathed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people  of  Mofiat,  he  did  know 
from  inquiry,  that  up  to  the  present  pe- 
riod the  money  had  been  constantly  paid 
for  a  schoolmaster.  With  respect  to  the 
allegation  regarding  the  burseries,  he 
could  only  say,  that  youn^  men  had  been' 
regularly  sent  to  the  university  of  Edin- 
burgh agreeablv  to  the  bequest.  The 
auccessors  of  the  marquis  of  Annandale 
were  persons  who  had  always  been  con- 
spicuous for  every  thing  honourable,  and 
particularly  for  their  charities  for  objects 
of  this  nature,  and  he  was  certain  it  would 
turn  out  on  inquiry,  that  all  the  objects  of 
the  bequest  had  been  most  religiously  at- 
tended to. 

Lord  Binning  trusted,  when  it  was  con- 
sidered that  he  was  connected  both  by 
relationship'  and  friendship  with  the  family 
implicated  in  the  allegations  conuined  in 
the  petition,  the  house  would  excuse  him 
for  saying  a  few  words  on  the  subject. 
No  charges  had,  indeed,  been  msde  di- 
rectly against  that  family,  but  still  charges 
were  indirectly  made  against  them.  He 
would  venture  to  say,  that  there  never 
was  a  set  of  allegations  of  this  kind  which 
were  more  likdy  to  be  groundless.  He 
could  not  speak  as  to  details,  as  he  had 
never  heard  the  subject  mentioned  before. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  would, 
in  his  opinion,  have  exercised  a  sound 
discretion,  had  he  waited  till  the  arrival 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Dumfriesshire, 
who  was  nearly  related  to  the  family  in 
question, and  acouainted  with  its  concerns. 
The  speech  of  tiie  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman would  then  have  gone  toUie  world 
accompanied  by  some  explanation.  But 
he  wished  to  observe  that  this  was  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  question  of  misappro- 
priation of  property.  It  therefore  pro- 
perly belonged  to  a  court  of  law,  and  the 
petitioners  might  have  gone  with  it  to  the 
court  of  session. 
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Mr.  IF.  DoMglaif  in  explanation,  ob« 
served,  that  two  or  three  days  ago  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  mention- 
ed to  him  that  he  had  received  such  a  peti* 
tion,  and  had  asked  him  if  he  could  obtain 
any  information  respecting  it  before  he 

Presented  it  to  the  house.  In  consequenoo 
e  had  applied  to  persons  from  Mo&t  in 
London,  who  told  him  all  that  they  knew 
respecting;  it.  Thev  told  him  that  the  peti- 
tion waaaigned  by  the  clergy  man,  and  most 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish.  They 
told  him  that  the  salaries  and  allowances 
had  been  regularly  paid,  and  that  the  mo- 
ney was  left  entirely  at  the  disposal  and 
control  of  the  Annandale  family.  He 
could  only  say,  that  he  was  sure,  in  exer- 
cising that  discretion,  the  family  in  ques- 
tion would  always  act  in  an  honourable 
and  upright  manner. 

Mr.  Brougham  said  the  hon.  member 
had  partly  answered  for  him  the  charge 
of  the  noble  lord.  He  had  not  only  com- 
municated the  petition  to  that  hon.  gen* 
tieman,  but  he  had  also  communicated  it 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  was 
member  for  Edinburgh.  That  right  hon. 
gentleman,  after  reading  the  petition,  bad 
returned  it  to  him  with  an  answer,  that  he 
was  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  circum* 
stances  stated  in  it.  He  thought  hehaddone 
quite  enough  to  save  him  even  from  the 
possibility  of  being  charged  with  any  thing 
like  unfairness. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

< 

Wbiohts  and  MxAStniBs.]  Mr.  H. 
Sumner  wished  to  know  what  had  been 
done  by  the  commission  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  present  state 
of  Weights  and  Measures,  and  whether 
they  were  likely  to  make  a  report  during 
the  present  session. 

Tne  Chancellor  of  the  ExAequer  said, 
that  the  commission  alluded  to  was  not 
at  all  connected  with  his  department.  He 
could,  however,  state  for  the  satisfaction 
of  his  hon.  friend,  that  some  progress  had 
been  made  by  the  commissioners,  but  not 
sufficient  to  encourage  a  hope  that  they 
would  be  able  to  present  a  report  during 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  //•  Sumner  said,  there  was  a  par- 
tial pressure,  at  the  present  moment,  that 
renaered  some  remedy  necessary.  The 
late  Mr.  Whitbread  had  introduced  a  bill, 
whereby  magistrates  were  required  to 
have  proper  weights  and  measures  in  their 
different  districts,  by  a  reference  to  which 
persons  bavmg  false  weights  and  measures 


8331 


Barnsiapk  Election  Petition, 


FsB.  5>  1819. 


[331 


might  be  convicted.  The  usual  way  was,  to 
apply  to  the  exchequer,  where  the  regular 
standard  for  those  weights  and  measures 
was  kept.  He  had  applied  there,  and 
found  that  there  were  but  three  measures 
of  capacity,  the  bushel,  the  peck,  and  the 
gallon.  It  was  evident  that  these  de- 
manded an  immense  number  of  subdivi- 
sions, to  answer  the  general  purposes  of 
life.  The  city  of  London  had  employed 
persons  to  subdivide  those  measures  mto 
the  minor  denominations  reouired ;  which 
subdivisions  were  afterwaras  used  by  the 
magistrates,  in  their  various  districts,  who 
acting  upon  the  measures  so  subdivided, 
received  informations  against  persons 
using  what  they  conceived  to  be  false 
measures,  and  convicted  several  of  them 
He  now  understood  that  tliose  convictions 
could  not  be  sustained,  because  they  were 
founded  on  measures  that  did  not  issue 
from  the  exchequer.  To  remedy  this, 
without  interfering  with  the  powers  ot  the 
commissioners,  he  conceived  that  a  bill 
ought  to  be  introduced  to  legalize  certain 
aubdivisioos,  and  it  was  his  intention  at  an 
early  period,  to  propose  such  a  bill  to  the 
house. 

Care  op  His  Majesty's  Person 
Bill*]  The  bill  was  committed  and  re- 
ported, and  on  the  motion  that  it  be  read 
atliird  time  to-morrow. 

Sir.  M.  IV.  Ridley  hoped  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  would  not  press  the 
third  reading  of  thisbill  to-morrow.  There 
was  a  part  of  the  bill  in  which  he 
conceived  there  was  something  objec- 
tionable. He  did  not  object  to  giving  the 
custody  of  his  maiesty's  person  to  the 
duke  of  York,  as  be  conceived  his  aoa- 
jesty  could  not  be  in  better  hands ;  but  he 
objected  to  vesting  in  the  hands  of  the 
duke  of  York,  certain  patronage  and 
power,  which  ought  not  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  a  person  who  was  the  successor  to  the 
crown.  On  this  subject,  perhaps,  some 
important  light  might  be  thrown,  by  the 
committee  lately  appointed^  and  he  hoped, 
therefore,  that  they  would  wait  for  the 
report  of  that  committee  before  the  bill 
was  r^ad  a  third  time,  in  order  that  they 
might  know  in  what  way  that  patronage 
eomd  be  best  disposed  of<  If,  however, 
it  was  the  sense  of  the  House  that  the 
third  reading  should  take  place  now,  he 
would  not  press  his  objection. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  it  was  of  great  importance  to  have 
this  bill  passed  as  soon  as  possible^  but 


he  would  defer  the  third  reading  to  Monk 
day. 

Sir  M.  W,  Ridley  Raid,  that  if  it  was  a 
matter  of  any  necessity,  he  did  not  wish  to 
throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Lamb  concurred  in  the  principle 
which  his  hon.  friend  had  laid  down.  Jt 
was  one  which  ought  always  toibe  observed* 
wherever  it  possibly  could.  Ev^ry  person 
must  recollect  what  passed  on  a  former 
night,  when  objections  were  made  to  what 
was  properly  denominated,  this  imperiam 
in  imperiof  because  it  placed  Influence, 
which  belonged  to  the  crown  in  other 
hands.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  ob- 
served, that  this  was  a  necessity,  abso- 
lutely forced  on  the  legislature,  and  that 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  were  such 
that  they  were  compelled  to  submit  to 
them  :  for  it  was  impossible  that  the  duke 
of  York  could  be  responsible  for  the  safety 
of  his  majesty  and  the  conduct  of  hia 
household,  unless  he  had  the  power  of 
removing  the  persons  constituting  that 
household. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read 
the  third  time  to*morrow. 

Barnstaple  Election  Petition.] 
Mr.  LambUm  presented  a  Petition  from  sir 
Henry  Clement  Thompson,  who  had  pre- 
sented a  petition  against  the  return  for  the 
borough  of  Barnstaple.  He  stated  that 
having,  according  to  law,  given  eight  daya 
notice  of  his  sureties,  be  had  named  a  Mr* 
Larkins,  of  Essex-street,  Strand,  as  one  of 
them.  His  other  surety  was  accepted* 
but  Mr.  Larkins  wss  rejected  because  he 
had  changed  his  residence  from  Essex- 
street  to  Northumberland  street,  and  he 
was  also  objected  to  because  he  had  been 
a  bankrupt  two  vears  ago.  The  petitioner 
was  consequently  recommended  by  the 
examiners  to  apply  to  the  House  by  peti- 
tion. He  stated,  that  he  was  unacquaint- 
ed, as  was  his  agent,  with  his  surety's 
qhange  of  abode,  and  he  prayed  for  fur* 
ther  time  to  give  notice  of  another 
surety. 

The  petition  was  brought  u|>  and 
read.  On  the  motion,  that  the  petitioner'a 
agent,  Mr.  Williams,  be  called  to  the  bat 
to  verify  on  oath  the  statement, 

Mr.  C  Harvey  objected  to  the  motion* 
because,  if  the  whole  of  the  allegationa 
were  proved,  It  was  to  be  doubted  whe- 
ther House  would  grant  the  petitioner  re* 
lief<  He  was  bound,  in  the  first  inatance* 
to  have  offered  a  sufficient  surety*  or  u> 
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Iwve  nade  the  fequisste  inquirief.  The 
fact  that  the  person  he  had  offered  had 
heen  a  bankrupt  iriihia  two  years  should 
have  made  biio  more  particufar  in  his  in- 
quiries respecting  him.  it  was,  therefore, 
an  insult  on  the  House  for  the  petitioner 
to  hare  offered  such  a  surety  without  hav- 
ing obtained  the  necessary  iDforaation 
respecting  him* 

Mr.  9Vynn  aaid,  that  the  proceeding 
was  BOW  confined  to  the  calling  in  the  pe- 
tidoner's  agent,  to  confirm  his  atatement 
on  oath.  They  might  afterwards  consider 
whether  oa  that  statement  so  vterified,  the 
House  was  justified  in  granting  the  peti* 
iioner  the  indulgence  lie  prayed.  There 
was  no  primdjacie  objection  to  the  surety 
from  the  fact  of  his  once  having  been 
«  bankrupt.  He  was  not  on  that  account 
^qualtfied  by  law  from  holding  pro- 
perty. 

Air.  S»  Bomrm  observed,  that  the  quae- 
tion  was  not  whether  the  surety  should  be 
ndmittedf  but  whether  the  House  sheald 
^^vant  time  to  the  petitioner  to  give  notice 
tor  another  surety.  There  appeared  to  be 
a  difficulty  in  admitting  without  examina- 
tion, the  statement  of  a  petittooer ;  .for 
though  he  might  state  the  truth,  he  might 
not  state  the  whole  truth,  afld  mi^ht  keep 
iMit  of  aight  eirouflMtanees  which  had 
justified  the  ezaminera  in  rejecting  the 
aureiy. 

Mr.  Lmnhkm  observed,  that  dieeaa- 
■siners  had  recomoMnded  the  petitioner  to 
apply  to  the  House,  whidi  was  a  presump- 
ttoQ  Chait  they  though  him  entitled  to  an 
extension  of  his  time. 

AAer  aoroe  farther  oonvetaation,  Mr. 
WtiliamSy  agent  to  the  petitioner  was  call* 
cd  in,  and  having  rerified  the  matter  of 
the  petition  upon  oath,  the  tine  waa  en* 
larged  till  Monday  sevennight. 
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WssTMiiraTSR  Hubthcos  Bill.]  The 
Bad  of  Lauderdale  presented  a  Petition 
from  certain  Electors  of  Westminster 
against  this  bill.  It  was  in  substance  the 
name  as  the  one  presented  to  the  Houio 
nf  Commons  by  sir  Francis  Bucdett,  [see 
p.  208]  Lord  Sidmouth  having  moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  read- 
ingof  the  bUl, 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  be  was 
aurprised  that  the  noble  secretary  of 
state  sheukl  content  bimself  with  merely 
vioving  the  second  aaadingof  this  biU|  and 


seam  to  oonaider  it  unnecessary  to  say  m 
word  upon  a  measure  of  so  extraordinary 
a  nature,  perhaps  the  only  measure  of  the 
same  kind  ever  introduced  into  that  house* 
He  wished  to  call  their  lordships  atten- 
tion to  the  circumstance,  that  this  bill  was 
propoaed  to  be  passed  at  a  time  when 
persons  had  actualiy  assumed  the  character 
of  candidates,  and  was,  therefore,  with 
respect  to  them,  an  expostjaeto  law.  Be- 
sides, what  necessity  was  there  for  such 
a  measure  I    Had  not  the  high  bailifi'the 
means  of  indemnifying  himself  by  an  ac* 
tion  at  common  law  I  That  there  was  such 
a  remedy,  had  aireody  been  decided.    In 
the  action,  assumpsit^  brought  by  the  high 
baslilT  against  sir  Francis  Burdett,  the  late 
lord  Ellenborough  gave  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  a  candidate  who  had  received  the  use 
of  the  hustings  was  liable  for  his  share  of 
the  expense.    The  question  was  after* 
wards  solemnly  argued,  en  a  motion  for 
a  new  trial,  when  the  same  opinion  was 
given  by  Mr.  Justice  Le  Blanc,  and  con* 
curred  in  by  the  other  judges.    The  late 
Mr.  Clifibrd  supported  a  very  learned  ar» 
gument  in  favour  of  the  non-liability  of 
the  candidate.    If  the  noble  lord  thought 
that  argument  well  founded,  there  might 
be  a  reeson  for  introducing  this  bill ;  but 
M  the  judges  were  of  quite  a  diferenC 
opinion,  and  stated  it  to  be  the  kiw,  that 
a  candidate  who  benefitted  by  the  use  of 
the  hustings  wss  liable  to  the  expense. 
This  being  the  state  of  the  law,  he  should 
be  glad  to  know  what  reasonable  motive 
could  be  assigned  for  the  interference  of 
that  House,   after  the  writ  for  a  new 
election  for  Westroiaster  had  been  issuedi 
and  persons  of  course  stood  in  the  situs* 
tion  of  candidates.    The  measure  could 
enly  be  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
subjecting  such  persons  to  expenses,  to 
which  th«^'  could  not  be  li«bW  by  an  ao* 
tion  at  common  law«    On  this  ground  he 
regarded  the  measure  as  possetsing  all 
the  character  of  an  €X  pMjmcto  law,  and 
on  that  ground  he  trusted  their  lordships 
woqld  proceed  no  fi*rther  with  it. 

Lord  Sidmemtk  said,  that  with  the  cms* 
struction  of  the  present  bill  be  had  had 
BO  ooaoero  ;  hot  the  bill  whioh  wss  /or  tv^ 
viving  and  continuing  an  act  of  the  51st 
of  the  king,  having,  after  much  consider* 
atioa,  passed  the  other  House,  a  repre* 
ssntation  was  made  to  him,  abowing  the 
expediency  of  such  a  measure;  and  both 
ss  high  steward  of  Westminster  and  aa 
secretary  of  state,  be  felt  himself  bonnd  ta 
give  the  bUl  his  support*    He  ^om  pro* 


SS7] 


Weaifkiiuier  Huttings  Bill. 


Fn.  8,  1819. 


[SSS 


posed  the  second  reading ;  and  their  lord- 
ships had  to  consider,  first,  whether  it 
was  not  proper  that  accommodation  for 
voting  should  be  provided  in  Westminster ; 
secondly,  by  whom  that  accommodation 
ought  to  be  provided ;  and,  thirdly,  who 
ought  to  defray  the  expense.  Under  all 
these  points  of  view,  he  thought  they  could 
not  but  agree  to  the  present  bill.  It  would 
be  recollected,  that  in  the  year  1811, 
after  lord  Ellenborough  had  given  the 
opinion  alluded  to  by  the  noble  earl,  a  bill 
was  introduced  and  passed,  for  extending 
to  Westminster  the  act  of  the  late  king, 
by  which  the  sheriffs  of  counties  are 
obliged  to  provide  hustings,  poll-clerks, 
&C.  for  elections  [Here,  on  the  motion  of 
the  noble  lord,  the  clerk  read  the  act  in 

Juestion— >the  61st  of  the  king,  chap.  6]. 
'hQ  noble  lord  then  proceeded,  and  ob- 
served, that  this  act,  which  expired  in 
I81S,  was  renewed  for  six  years,  and  had 
again  expired  on  the  first  of  January  last. 
'Hie  question  was,  with  regard  to  the 
electors  of  Westminster,  whether  it  was 
necessary  that  hustings  should  be  erected, 
Bnd  other  conveniences  provided ;  if  so, 
by  whom  they  should  be  provided,  and 
who  was  to  pay  the  expenses  of  such  ar- 
rangements ?  If  this  bill  were  aot  passed, 
jdl  that  the  high  bailiff  was  compellable 
by  law  to  do  with  regard  to  an  election 
was  (and.  he  spoke  advisedly,  such  being 
the  opinion  of  eminent  lawyers],  to  attend 
himself,  with  a  single  clerk,  to  take  the 
poll.  Now,  their  Tordshins  knew  from 
melancholy  experience,  that  riots  fre- 
quently took  place  at  elections  for  West- 
minster; and  could  they  imagine,  that 
when  the  hish  bailiff,  attending  thus  with 
a  single  clerk,  could  not  take  the  votes 
of  more  than  a  fourteenth  part  of  the  per- 
sons entitled  to  the  elective  franchise  for 
.Westminster,  which  amounted  to  at  least 
14,000,  there  would  not  be  a  much  greater 
tendency  to  riot  than  under  the  system 
upon  which  the  elections  had  been  hi- 
therto carried  on  ?  The  mere  anxiety  of 
the  electors  to  obtain  a  priority  at  the  poll, 
in  order  that  they  might  not  be  deprived 
of  the  exercise  of  uieir  franchise,  must 
have  a  direct  tendency  to  excite  riot  and 
x:onfusion.  But  was  it  of  no  light  impor- 
tance that  a  large  majority  of  the  electors 
of  Westminster  shodd  be  absolutely  de- 
prived of  the  means  of  exercising  their 
elective  franchise  ?— and  yet,  as  he  had 
already  stated,  such  must  be  the  case  if 
this  bill  was  not  passed.  With  regard  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  noble  earl  re- 
(VOL.XXXIX.) 


specting  the  decision  in  1808,  he  believed 
he  was  quite  correct  in  stating  that  that 
decision  did  not  turn  upon  the  point  stated 
by  the  noble  earl,  but  upon  this,  that  the 
attendance  of  an  a^ent  of  sir  Francis  Bur« 
dett  upon  the  hustings,  was  considered  as 
an  implied  acceptance  of  the  accommoda'* 
tion  provided  by  the  high  bailiff  for  his 
share  of  the  expenses,  of  which  therefore 
sir  Francis  Burdett  was  made  liable.  But 
it  should  not  be  forgotten,  tliat  when  a 
bill  similar  to  the  present,  was  in  that 
House  in  1811  and  1813,  and  which  did 
not  pass  sub  sileniiot  his  noble  friend  Mord 
Ellenborough^,  now  no  more,  in  wnom 
were  united  the  most  eminent  knowledge 
of  the  law,  with  the  greatest  firmness  and 
integrity,  was  then  a  member  of  the 
House,  and  saw  no  reason  whatever^ 
arising  out  of  the  decision  in  1808,  against 
the  passing  of  the  bill.  The  present  biil» 
which  was  merely  to  revive  and  continue 
one  that  expired  five  weeks  ago,  he  saw 
no  reason  to  object  to,  on  the  ground  oC 
its  being  ex  post  JadOt  whilst  ue  neces- 
sity for  a  measure  extending  tlie  same 
provisions  to  the  returning  officer  of 
Westminster,  where  the  electors  were  so 
numerous,  as  to  the  returning  officers  of 
counties  was  so  obvious,  that  he  could 
ndt  hesitate  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  contended,  that 
the  noble  secretary  of  state  had  taken  all 
erroneous  view  of  the  law.  He  seemed  to 
be  of  opinion,  tliat  the  high  bailiff  was 
only  obliged  to  provide  a  single  clerk  to 
assist  him  in  taking  the  poll.  Such,  how* 
ever,  was  not  the  (act.  Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough had  laid  it  clearly  down  as  the  law, 
that  the  returning  officer  was  bound  to 
provide  due  accommodation  for  the  elec- 
tion, and  that  the  candidates,  for  whose 
benefit  that  accommodation  was  provided, 
must  defray  the  expenses.  Nothing  could 
be  more  groundless  than  the  analogy  the 
noble  lord  had  attempted  to  establish  be- 
tween sheriffs  of  counties  and  the  high 
bailiff  of  Westminster.  The  office  which 
the  sheriff  held  was  imposed  upon  him^ 
while  the  high  bailiff,  on  the  contrary,  not 
only  took  the  burthen  on  himself  volun- 
tarily, but  purchased  his  office  from  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Westminster.  The 
operation  of  this  bill,  if  it  should  become 
a  permanent  law,  would  therefore,  merely 
be  that  of  raising  the  money  value  of  the 
office,  and  enabling  the  dean  and  chapter 
to  get  a  better  price  when  it  came  again 
into  the  market*    The  noble  lord  spoke 
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of  disorden  to  be  apprefheiided  from  ft 
Westminsier  election ;  but  he  who  had  in 
the  coune  of  hig  life  had  a  good  deal  of 
experience  in  scenes  of  that  sort,  had  al- 
ways found  that  measure  which  was  the 
chief  object  of  this  bill  to  be  a  principal 
cause  of  tumult.  Of  thb  he  was  certain, 
that  the  greatest  disorders  he  had  ever 
seen  at  these  elections,  were  occasioned 
by  the  crowd  endeavouring  to  get  posses- 
sion of  those  hustings,  for  the  erection  of 
which  the  noble  lord  expressed  so  much 
anxiety. 

The  House  divided :  ContenU,  18 ;  Not 
Contents,  4.  The  bill  was  then  read  a 
second  time* 

Cotton  FAOTOttiss.]  Lord  Kenyan 
presented  a  petition  from  certain  persons 
concerned  in  the  cotton  factories  at  Stock- 
porty  praying  that  a  bill  similar  to  that 
proposed  last  session,  for  limiting  the 
hours  of  the  labour  of  childreoi  miglit  be 
introduced  and  passed* 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  he  had 
been  informed,  that  many  of  die  indivi- 
duals who  luid  signed  ^tlticms  for  the  ob- 
ject prayed  for  by  this,  had  been  pNer- 
sotaded  so  to  do,  in  consequence  of  being 
told  that  if  the  bill  (>a8sed  they  would 
get  more  money  for  their  labour,  and  have 
to  work'  fewer  hours  than  they  now  did. 

Lord  Kenyan  said,  he  had  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  any  persons  had  signed  this 
petition  under  the  impression  described 
by  the  noble  earU  He  had  heard  asser- 
tions of  iindue  means  having  been  re- 
sorted to  for  obtaining  signatures,  but  he 
was  not  aware  of  any  false  representations 
having  been  employed  to  procure  signa- 
tares  to  the  petitions  he  presented,  and  re- 
ffarded  the  assertions  to  that  effisct  as  un- 
KHinded.  He  had  now  to  present  a  peti- 
tion firom  persons  of  sixteen  years  or  age 
and  upwards,  employed  in  tKe  cotton  ma- 
nufiictories  of  Holywell,  in  Flintshire. 
The  d>ject  of  this  petition  was  the  same 
as  the  last. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  wished  to  state, 
with  respect  to  this  petition,  some  facts 
whioh  might,  if  their  lordships  pleased, 
be  supported  by  affidavits.  He  was  in- 
forms that  a  person  from  Stockport  had 
arrived*  at  Holywell,  bringing  with  him  a 
letter  to  some  of  the  peo(3e  employed 
there,  and  a  copy  of  a  petition,  in  terms 
similar  to  that  presented,  for  them  to 
sign  \  this  stranger  assembled  the  people 
in  a  public-house,  and  informed  them  that 
the  petttioa  was  for  a  law  which  would 
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greatly  benefit  them  if  it  diould  ptts,  at 
9iey  would  then  have  to  labour  less,  and 
yet  would  be  paid  more  wages  than  they 
now  received.  The  petition  was  stated 
to  be  from  persons  of  sixteen  years  of  age 
and  upwards,  but  he  was  assured  that  it 
had  been  signed  by  at  least  one  hundrad 
boys  and  girls  under  that  age.  The  pro* 
ceeding  had  been  a  source  of  g^^t  vexa- 
tioi»  in  the  neighbourhood,  oefore  thk 
striBinger  appesred,  the  people  in  the 
works  were  contented  and  nappy,  but 
after  this  transaction  they  became  trouMe^ 
some  and  refractory. 

Lord  Kenyan  thought  the  noUe  earl 
must  have  been  deceived  by  the  informa* 
tion  he  had  received  on  this  subjects  The 
represcfntationsof thetransactionwhtch  had 
been  made  to  himself,  from  what  he  con- 
sidered good  authority,  were  of  a  very 
different  nature. 

The  Bishop  of  Chesler  presented  a  pe- 
tition, signea  by  the  clergy  of  the  esta- 
blished cnurch,  the  dissenting  clergy, 
medical  persons,  manu^cturers,  shop^ 
keepers,  and  other  inhabitants  of  Bohon^ 
le-Moors,  to  the  number  of  5,226,  pray- 
ing, like  the  preceding  petitions,  for  tne 
limitation  of  the  labour  of  children. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  could  not  help 
reminding  their  lordships,  who  mt^ht  be 
disposed  to  lay  some  stress  on  the  arcum- 
stance  of  the  petitions  being  signed  by 
medical  persons,  of  what  had  occurred 
last  session,  with  regard  to  petitions  simi^ 
larly  signed,  Some  of  the  medical  per- 
sons who  had'  signed  the  petitions,  on 
being  examined  before  the  committee  of 
last  session,  had  declared,  that  on  inspecting 
the  manufactories  they  found  the  cnildren 
employed  in  them,  generally  speaking,  M^ 
better  health  than  was  usual  for  chOdrell 
of  thmr  affe.  They  were  trf  course  aske4 
what  had  induced  them  to  sign  die  peti- 
tions. They  answered,  tiiHt  they  had 
been  induced  to  sisn  them  by  the  repre>* 
sentations  offiriends;  but  that  now,  met 
they  had  had  the  opportunity  of  a  per- 
sonal examination  of  the  children,  they 
would  sign  no  more.  This  fact  accounted 
for  the  smaller  number  of  such  signatures 
whidi  were  now  procured. 

The  Bishop  of  CA^^  said,  itmi^tbe 
true  that  some  medical  persons  had  signed 
the  former  petitions  inconsiderately^  but 
he  had  reason  to  believe  that  sudh  waft 
not  the  case  with  those  who  had 'signed 
the  petition  he  bow  presented. 

The  Eari  of  Lauderdak  restated  what 
had  passed   before  the  Committee'  Iftfi 
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lessiotit  aod  ^blerved,  that  from  what  the 
right  rer.  prelate  now  stated,  he  roust 
suppose  that  he  had  examined  the  medi- 
cal men  whose  signatures  were  attached 
to  the  petition,  and  had  found  that  they 
had  Inspected  the  factories. 

The  Biriiop  of  Chester  said,  he  had  been 
fer  some  time  at  Bolton-le-Moors.  He 
then  took  occasion  to  inquire  into  the  cha- 
racter of  the  medical  persons  whose  names 
were  attached  to  the  petition,  and  was 
p^rfeetly  tatisficd  with  the  grounds  on 
which  tney  had  formed  their  opinton  res- 
pecting Uie  effects  of  the  employment  in 
the  factories  on  the  health  of  the  children«( 
The  right  rer.  prelate  then  presented  a 
petition  from  persons  of  sixteen  years 
and  upwards,  empioyed  m  the  cotton  he* 
toriet  at  BoUingtdn,  in  ihe  county  of 
Cheater. 

The  Earl  oC  Lauderdale  sud,  he  wished 
to  appeal  oiloe  more  to  thd  consideration 
of  the  noble  lord  who  was  desirous  of 

Komoting  this  inquiry,  in  the  hope  that 
t  would  be  induced  to  postpone  it.  The 
aubject  was  one  of  the  highest  importance, 
since  die  object  of  the  noble  lord  was,  to 
liter  those  priactples  wfaieh  had  hitherto 
governed  the  application  of  labour  in  this 
commercial  oountiy.  If  the  noble  lord 
•eriottsly  fdt  aH  me  importance  of  the 
question,  he  certainly  would  not  urge  it 
at  a  time  when  ao  few  members  were  pre- 
sent»  -but  would  defer  his  motion  until  a 
period  when  it  was  likdy  he  might  find 
the  house  in  a  diiereqt  state. 

Lord  Kenjfon  said,  that  haring  already, 
at  the  request  of  the  noble  earl,  post- 
poned the  motion  from  Friday  to  this  day, 
every  noble  lord  who  was  dnirous  of  at- 
Ceodmg  miriit  he  aunposed  to  be  aware 
thai  the  suhject  would  ne  brought  forward. 
If  the  House  was  thin  on  sudi  an  ocoa- 
sioD,  it  was  io  be  presumed  that  it  arose 
from  the  aoppoiition  that  ao  serious  oppo- 
sition woula  be  niade  to  the  motion  for 
appointing  the  committee*  The  case  was 
one  which,  in  his  opinieo,  called  for  ex* 
pedition^  aiid  therefore  he  could  not 
agree  to  any  longer  delay*  As  what  he 
had  to  propeae  was  merelr  an  inquiry, 
ahnilar  to  that  which  had  talen  place  laist 
aeisieB  at  the  reqil^st  of  the  noUe  eari, 
be  could  see  no  reison  for  poetponing  the 
motion  vitQ  there  should  be  a  more  nu^ 
aaerouaattendancCi  13ie  committee  which 
was  instituted  hat  seasiont  afker  the  bill 
had  undergone  a  second  readmg,  hadlefk 
Ihe  evidence  in  «Tery  impemct  state. 
It  waa  hia  wiab,  that  the  eritaoe  ahoold 


be  completed,'  and  then  the  House  would 
be  able  to  ju^e  of  the  justice  and  neces- 
sity of  the  measure  he  intended  to  pro- 
pose. The  only  feasible  objeetion  started 
against  proceedioR  with  the  inquiry  forth- 
with was,  that  the  noble  earl  would  not 
be  able  to  attend  this  committee.  Know- 
ing the  influence  which  the  noble  eari  had 
over  the  minds  of  others,  heaaw  no  rea* 
son  to  si^ose  that  he  could  not,  although 
absent  himself,  procure  attention  to  his 
views,  through  the  intervention  of  a  friend. 
If  the  noble  earl  could  not  give  his  per- 
sonal attendance  in  the  committee,  it 
would  be  some  compensation  that  a  body 
of  evidence  would  be  collected  by  its  la« 
hours  that  would  give  him  afterwards  a 
more  complete  command  of  the  question. 
There  was  another  illustrious  person  (the 
duke  of  Sussex)  who,  he  feared,  would 
likewise  be  precluded  from  attending,  as 
he  had  been  last  year,  but  whose  absence, 
althouffh  to  be  regretted,  would  not  create 
any  delay.  The  noble  earl  on  a  previous 
nidit  had  alluded  to  disturbances  which, 
in  his  opinion,  the  former  agitation  of  the 
question  had  provoked,  and  had  pointed 
out  dangers  which  might  attend  its  re» 
newed  discussion.  These  conseooences 
he  saw  no  reason  to  apprehend.  By  the 
inquiries  of  a  committee,  a  body  of  evi*' 
dence  might  be  gained;  and  i^  luter  this 
was  laid  before  the  house,  neither  duty  to 
the  individuals  whose  suffering  it  was  in- 
tended to  alleviate,  nor  regard  to  the 
welfiure  of  the  country,  whose  intereits  it 
was  intended  to  promote,  required  the 
interfitrence  of  parliament,  the  objects 
contemplated  by  Uie  bill  of  last  year  might 
be  finally  abandoned.  With  respect  to 
the  evidence  taken  by  the  committee  of 
last  year,  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that 
it  was  all  on  one  side.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  operation  of  that  eridence,  so 
far  as  it  affected  the  bill  brought  in,  might 
be-  rebutted  by  contrary  evidence  now  ob* 
tained.  No  other  dwnce  was  last  year 
intended  than  that  whioi  met  the  views 
of  most  humane  and  enlightened  persona 
whose  interests  were  not  concerned,  and 
which  had  been  since  carried  into  efiiect 
by  some  maoofacturersp  whose  interests 
it  might  at  first  view  aeem  to  oppose. 
That  diange  consisted  in  the  limitation  of 
the  hours  of  labour  for  children,  and  a 
protection  to  those  who,  from  constita* 
tional  Infirmity,  were  nnaUe  to  work  the 
time  prescribed  lor  others.  Since  the 
subject  had  been  last  discussed  in  parlia- 
ment* a  detenBiaation  had  been  mani- 
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fested  by  some  of  tbe  most  respectable 
manufacturers  of  Manchester  to  shorten 
the  hours  of  labour.  This  fact,  while  it 
shoved  the  justice  of  the  principle  on 
which  the  bill  of  last  year  had  proceeded, 
afforded  the  strongest  motive  for  passing 
it  into  a  law ;  because, .  while  no  uniform 
enactment  on  the  subject  existed,  bene- 
volent persons,  in  their  desire  to  conform 
to  the  dictates  of  humanity,  were  liable 
to  have  their  views  thwarted,  and  their 
example  counteracted,  by  persons  of  op- 
posite dispositions  and  character.  He 
himself  had,  since  last  session,  been  in 
two  cotton-mills,  both  belonging  to  most 
respectable  individuals.  The  visit  he 
made  to  one  of  them  was  at  a  favourable 
time  of  the  year,  but  he  still  saw  reason 
to  convince  him  of  the  propriety  of  a  bill 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  children, 
by  limiting  their  hours  of  labour,  and  re- 
gulating the  other  circumstances  that 
affected  their  health.  In  the  other,  the 
heat  was  so  oppressive,  that  nothing  but 
a  sense  of  duty  could  have  compelled  him 
to  remain  in  it,  even  for  the  short  time  re« 
quired  for  its  inspection ;  and  yet,  he  was 
told  by  the  persons  there,  that  the  door 
or  the  windows  could  not  be  opened  with- 
out destroying  their  work.  With  regard 
to  the  principle  involved  in  the  bill, 
namely,  that  it  would  interfere  between 
tbe  master  and  those  whom  he  employed, 
he  could  not  help  calling  their  lordships' 
attention  to  a  similar  measure  that  passed 
in  1802,  where  the  principle  of  inter- 
ference was  recognized.  The  noble  lord, 
afker  some  further  observations,  moved 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  children  em- 
ployed in  the  cotton  factories,  with  a  view 
to  the  limitation  of  their  hours  of  labour. 
Earl  Grosvenor  said,  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  noble  lord  who  made  the  motion, 
either  in  the  principle  of  interference 
which  he  wished  to  establish,  or  in  the 
force  of  the  reasons  which  he  had  stated 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee. 
The  noble  lord  had  said,  that  it  was  right 
to  appoint  a  committee  this  year,  because 
a  committee  had  been  appointed  last 
year ;  but  he  had  not  properly  considered 
the  difference  of  circumstances  in  the  two 
periods.  A  committee  had  been  appointed 
last  year,  because  a  bill  came  up  from  the 
other  House,  which  bad  met  there  with  a 
full  discussion,  but  of  which  their  lord* 
ships  were  ignorant ;  and  then  the  ques- 
tion was,  ought  it  to  pass  into  a  law  with* 
eut  examioatioDi  or  ought  the  ilouic  to 
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inquire  before  they  gave  their  sanction  to 
a  measure  of  so  mudi  importance  to  the 
country,  from  the  principles  which  it  in- 
volved, and  the  interest  it  might  effect  ? 
The  case  now  was  wholly  different:  the 
measure  had  been  full}*  discussed,  and  there 
was  no  necessity  fortheimmediate  inquiriea 
of  a  committee,  because  there  was  no  bill 
pending  which  its  enquiries  could  ^£fect. 
Leaving  the  question  of  the  committee* 
he  would  make  some  observations  on  the 
other  parts  of  the  noble  mover's  speech* 
It  was  with  great  reluctance  that  he  so 
expressed  himself;  but  he  was  bound  to 
say,  and  he  could  say  it  on  the  most  ma- 
ture conviction,  that  he  could  not  go  all 
the  lengths  of  the  noble  lord.  This  was  a 
question  of  the  greatest  national  import- 
ance, and  ought  not  to  become  the  subject 
of  a  petty  vexatious  species  of  legislation. 
Nobody  could  so  farther  than  he  would 
in  maintaining  the  maxim  of  our  ances- 
tors, that  the  fullest  attention  ought  to 
be  paid  to  the  petitions  of  the  people  as 
ag^nst  the  government,  and  that  sup- 
plies ought  not  to  be  granted  till  their 
grievances  were  redressM;  but  the  case 
here  was  widely  diffisrent :  here  we  did 
not  hear  the  complaints  and  grievances 
of  the  subject  against  the  governmentt 
but  of  one  part  of  the  people  against  the 
other.  The  question  was,  therefore,  one 
of  great  delicacy,  and  ought  to  be  ap- 
proached with  the  most  scrupulous  cau- 
tion, in  order  that  it  mi^ht  not  be  decided 
on  principles  which,  while  they  seemed  to 
favour  the  interests  of  one  class,  were  de« 
trimental  in  their  operation  to  the  welfare 
of  all.  The  dissimilarity  between  appren- 
tices to  free  labourers,  rendered  the  case 
of  the  formelh,  as  brought  forward  by  the 
noble  lord,  quite  inap[Micable  to  the  pre- 
sent question.  There  was,  in  fact,  no 
analogy  between  the  situation  of  an  ap- 
prentice, as  regulated  by  law,  and  that  of 
a  free  labourer,  under  no  restriction  but 
that  of  his  own  will ;  and  unless  in  the 
cotton  factories,  a  system  of  gross  inhu- 
manity, cruelty,  and  oppression  could  be 
made  out  against  the  masters,  no  reason 
could  be  urged  why  parliament  should 
proceed  to  legislate.  If,  then,  no  new 
law  was  required,  nothing  could  be  more 
dangerous  than  to  agitate  the  question, 
and  to  raise  hopes  which  could  not  be 
realized.  Nothinff  appeared  to  him  more 
calculated  to  produce  scenes  of  disturb- 
ance similar  to  those  whidi  agitated  Itfan- 
chester  last  Summer,  than  the  renewal  of 
those  diicqssioas  which  took  jiace  last 
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session.  On  this  account,  he  was  against 
the  appointment  of  the  proposed  com- 
mittee at  the  present  moment.  He  had 
beh'eved  last  year  that  there  was  more  in- 
humanity in  the  treatment  of  children 
in  the  cotton  factoriesi  and  of  course  a 
greater  call  for  the  interference  of  parlia- 
ment, than  there  really  existed..  The 
noble  mover  had  acknowledged  an  im- 
provement from  the  very  agitation  of  the 
question ;  and  had  stated,  that  in  some 
cases  the  manufacturers  had  voluntarily 
adopted  the  most  important  regulations 
of  the  bill  of  last  year.  If  this  was  the 
case,  why  not  legislate  &rther :  if  what 
parliament  proposed  to  enforce  had  been 
done  spontaneously,  why  interfere  with 
statutory  enactments  ?  At  any  rate,  the 
legislature  ou^ht  to  wait  to  try  the  effect 
of  the  lessons  inculcated  in  the  discussions 
of  last  year.  If  the  most  respectable  ma- 
nufacturers reduced  the  hours  of  children's 
labour  at  the  suggestion  of  their  own 
humane  minds,  the  majority  would  soon 
follow  their  example,  and  the  object  would 
be  accomplished  more  effectually  and  more 
easily  than  by  a  legislative  enactment. 
The  noble  lord  had  complained  of  the  in- 
jurious effects  of  heat  in  cotton  factories ; 
but  it  was  to  be  recollected  that  a  sensi- 
bility to  a  high  temperature  was  only  re- 
lative. He  (lord  Grosvenor)  had  heard 
of  many  overseers  who  wished  to  ventilate 
the  inills,  but  were  prevented  from  doing 
so  by  requests  and  remonstrances  on  the 
part  of  the  children  who  worked  in  them, 
and  their  parents.  He  admitted  that  this 
employment  was  not  so  healthy  as  that  of 
those  engaged  in  agriculture,  but  he 
doubted  whether  it  could  be  improved  b^ 
any  positive  regulations  in  which  their 
employers  did  not  think  it  tJieir  interest  to 
concur.  At  any  rate,  the  house  ought  to 
wait  till  the  effect  of  a  voluntary  effort 
should  be  tried.  If  the  hours  of  labour 
should  be  reduced,  and  the  other  provi- 
sions of  last  year's  bill  completed,  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  farther  mea- 
sures. If  no  amelioration  took  place,  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  legislate  after 
the  experiment  of  a  short  deRiy  had  been 
4ried«  The  noble  earl  concluded  by  pro- 
posing the  adjournment  of  the  qoestiooi 
Co  this  day  six  weeks. 
•  The  Lord  Chanceilar  stid,  that  this  was 
indeed  a  very  important  subject,  and  he 
could  not  imagine  either  why  a  greater 
number  of  noble  lorda  had  not  attended, 
or  why  those  who  were  present  had 
thought  proper   to   withdraw.      There 


could  be  no  doubt  that  if  children  were 
by  over  work  or  harsh  usage  injured  in 
their  health,  or  distorted  in  their  limbs, 
as  had  been  attributed  to  the  'severe 
labour  of  cotton  factories,  their  parents  or 
masters  were  punishable  at  common  law 
for  the  offence,  and  he  had  hoped  that  the 
debate  would  have  turned  upon  this  point, 
and  closed  with  the  adoption  of  some  spe- 
cific measure  for  the  enforcement  of 
what  he  would  call  the  prohibitions 
of  the  common  law.  A  petition  had 
been  presented  that  evening  by  a  rev. 
prelate,  which  he  trusted  he  might' 
without  offence  be  permitted  to  call  a 
veqr  dangerous  petition,)  for  it  required 
the  interference  of  parliament,  not  for  the 
regulation  of  children  only,  but  of  adults, 
by  which  means  the  freedom  of  labour 
would,  in  his  mind,  be  e^entially  affected. 
This  was  dangerous  ground,'  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  it  until  there  was  a  fuller 
attendance.  If  the  question  were  pressed, 
he  should  not  eive  a  vote,  but  he  should 
be  pleased,  if  the  noble  earl  were  to 
change  his  six  weeks,  to  a  fortnight.  • 

Lord  Kenton  said,  that  he  should  have 
no  objection  to  postpone  the  subject  te 
that  day  sevennight. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  proposed  an 
adjournment  of  a  fortnight.  He  rose,  he 
said,  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  protec- 
tion given  to  labourers  by  the  law  of  the 
land.  It  appeared  on  the  examination  of 
witnesses  before  the  committee  of  last 
year,  that  two  factories  were  discovered 
so  dirty  and  unhealthy,  that  he,  with  all 
hb  desire  that  compacts  between  the  em- 
ployer and  the  labourer  should  be  free, 
thought  that  they  ought  to  be  put  down. 
He  had  asked  their  names ;  then  he  had 
asked  if  the  magistrates  had  not  exerted, 
in  correcting  them^  the  powen  given  by 
sir  Robert  reeFs  bill ;  but  he  was  told 
that  there  had  been  no  interference.  Was 
it  not,  therefore,  more  necessary  to  pass 
an  act  to  compel  magistrates  to  do  their 
duty,  than  to  enact  new  laws,  which,  like 
that  to  which  he  alluded,  might  be  allowed 
to  remain  inoperative  ?  He  was  convinced 
thst  no  good  could  be  gained  by  the  agi- 
tation of  the  question,  while  much  evil 
might  result  from  the  false  expectations 
which  renewed  discussion  would  excite.* 
Thes^  false  expectations,  which  could 
never  be  realized,  were  the  true  came  of 
the  disturbances  which  disgraced  Man- 
chester last  Summer.  In  support  of  this, 
the  noble  earl  read  an  extract  from  the 
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evidence  taken  before  the  committ^  on 
the  cotton-bill,  last  year,  in  which  a  Mr. 
Booth  stated,  that  he  had  delivered  to  the 
Manchester  Chronicle,  and  paid  fifteen 
guineas  for  the  insertion  of  an  article 
which  advocated  the  principle  of  the  biU, 
in  limiting  the  hours  of  labour  as  equi- 
valent  to  a  higher  rate  of  wages.  Th^ 
noble  earl  concluded  by  asking  for  delay, 
that  the  maoiifacturers  Ddight  cool  a  Uttle 
before  the  further  agitation  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  Bishop  of  Chester  did  not  see  any 
reason  for  thinking  that  on  a  future  occa- 
sion there  would  be  a  fuller  attendiuice 
of  membefB.  A  noble  earl  had  argued, 
that  there  existed  a  connexion  betwisen 
the  disturbances  in .  Manchester,  during 
last  Summer,  and  the  exertions  of  the  pe- 
titioners ;  but  be  could  assure  him  tnat 
there  was  ^  not  the  least  foundation  for 
audi  an  opmion.  The  imputations  thrown 
on  the  petitionen  were,  therefore,  entirely 
groundless.  They  had  conducted  them- 
aelves  with  the  most  p^ect  prudence, 
with  the  most  complete  submission  to  the 
laws,  and  in  the  most  inofiensive  manner. 
He  had  himself  been  fiiked  by  them,  whe- 
ther he  would  advise  meetings  to  be  cal^c^ 
at  Manchester,  Bolton-le-Moors,  and 
Stockport,  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning 
parliament,  and  he  advised  them  to  caU 
no  such  meetings.  He  warned  them  of 
the  dangers  that  .might  ensue,  and  ga/ve 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  no  advantage  cbuld 
result  from  such  a  measure.  Accordingly, 
no  meeting  was  called  at  any  of  those 

{>laces,  nor  had  the  petitioners  formed  the 
east  connexion  with  those  who  had  a^ 
sembled  ia  a  more  riotous  manner.  With 
regard  to  this  last  fact,  he  did  not  rest 
merelv  on  the  circumstance  he  had  men* 
tinned,  or  the  casual  observatioit  of  even 
people  well  informed.  Some  of  the 
rioters  of  Stockport,  were  tried  at  Chester, 
and  he  himself  had  attended,  for  the  ex- 
press puqiose  of  ascertaining  whether  any 
connexion  like  that  stated  by  the  noble 
earl  really  existed,  and  he  had  left  the 
court  with  the  conviction  that  theie  was 
no  ground  for  the  charge.  He  held  in  his 
band  an  address  from  the  petitioners*  de« 
daring  that  they  held  in  aUiorrenoe  the 
disturbances  that  had  di^raced  Manches- 
ter and  its  neighbourhood  last  Sununer. 
He  could  not  help  remaii^ing,  that  the 
reason  which  the  noble  enrl  gave  fcr  re- 
fusing to  proceed  fitfther,  was  in  his  mind 
a  good  reason  ibr  hastening  Uie  enact- 
QMBt  of  the  lavr.    Much  good  had  afaready 
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been  done  by  pariiaBientary  interference) 
and  that  afforded  a  strong  argument  why 
parliament  should  go  on  to  complete  ita 
work. 

The  motion  was  then  postponed  to  thia 
day  fortnight. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Mandojf,  February  8. 

Elsction  Pbtitiors.]  The  Speaker 
said,  he  had  to  make  a  report  to  the 
House  respecting  oertam  recognisanoea 
to  be  entered  into  by  those  presenting 
petitions,  complaining  of  the  returns  in 
Irish  elections.  Before  he  spoke  of  the 
particular  cases  to  whi^  he  iJluded,  he 
thought  it  might  be  for  the  convemence 
of  the  Hou9e  that  he  should  #tate  pre* 
cisely  the  situation  in  which  these  peti- 
tioners stood.  By  an  act  of  the  2Stb  of 
the  king  it  was  provided,  that  the  peti- 
tioners should  enter  into  oertain  recog- 
nizances within  fourteen  days,  and  failing 
to  do  so,  it  was  imperative  on  Uie  Speaker 
to  report  that  these  had  not  been  entered 
into,  and  thereupon  the  petition  being 
taken  into  consideration,  any  order  &r  re- 
ferring it  to  an  election  committee  was  to 
be  discharged.  By  an  act  of  the  48th  of 
the  king  it  was  provided,  that  if  the  peti- 
tioners were  in  Irdand,  though  no  extent 
sion  of  the  time  formerly  allowed  for  pre* 
senting  petitions  waa  granted  in  England, 
a  f\irther  timeahould  be  allowed  for  givii^ 
the  Speaks  notice  of  the  recognfasaooea 
having  been  entered  into»  and  fourteen 
days  were  allowed  for  diat  purpose,  m^* 
ing  altogether  twenty-e%ht  di^s  firom  the 
opening  of  the  first  session  of  parliament 
for  entering  into  the  recognizances,  and 
givmg  notice  pf  the  iame.  A  subsequent 
act  of  parliament,  passed  in  the  5Srd  of 
the  Idng^  called  en  the  petitioner  to  enter 
into  heavy  recognisanoea  for  coDnsera 
fees,  and  other  expenses,  and  for  entering 
into  these  the  same  time  waa  allowed  tm 
in  the  act  of  the  SSth  of  the  king,  blit  by 
some  oversight  no  time  had  been  allowed 
over  the  fonrteen  days  to  petitioners  in 
Ireland  to  give  notieecf  theserecogniaan^ea 
having  been  duly  entered  mto.  The  pro* 
vision  made  in  the  not  of  the  48th  ef^the 
king,  must,  by  some  accident,  have  been 
overlooked  wien  that  bill  waa  passed*  or 
die  same  amngenent  would  nasre  been 
made  with  respect  to  theie  reeognlsancea 
that  had  been  tliotfgbl  neoeisaiy  for  the 
others.  If  be  had  sncjoeedcd  fai  explain* 
ing  the  Bitttation  in  which  llMMffetiCiOBcn 
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0lood,  ha  tbouj^ht  there  wiMiId  be  no  dif* 
ference  of  opinion  on  the  aabject.  He 
would  tuffgeit»  that  the  time  tfipcdd  be 
enlarged  lorgiTin^  information  ofrecog- 
nizaneet  entered  into,  and  that  fourteen 
days  ahoold  be  alloired  for  that  purpose. 
He  then  put  the  question  seyerall  j  on  the 
petitions  complaining  of  the  returns  for 
the  county  of  Cork,  for  the  county  of 
Leitrim,  and  for  Drogheda,  that  the  time 
for  receiving  notice  of  the  recognizances 
being  entered  into,  should  be  enlarged 
till  Friday,  the  X9th  Fd>ruary.— -Ordered. 


RoTAL  BunoHS  ov  Scotland— Px« 
T1TIOK  VBOM  Kirkcudbright.]  Lord 
A»  HamiUoUp  in  risii^  to  present  a  peti- 
tion, said,  that  asdris  was  the  first  petition 
on  this  subject  in  the  present  parliament, 
be  should  chum  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  for  a  few  words.  It  was  a  petition 
compbdning  of  the  self-elected  magistrates 
of  ue  burriis  of  Scotlaiid,  an  evil  re- 
specting wmdi  there  had  been  numerous 
applications  to  the  last  pariiament; — and 
he  did  not  doubt  but  that  this  petition 
would  be,  in  the  present  session,  followed 
by  numerous  applications.  The  petitioners 
detailed  the  evils,  of  this  system ;  ihej 
pointed'  to  the  bankruptcy  of  savenu 
Durghs,  espedalljr  of  Aberdeen;  and 
urged  the  impossibility  of  their  keeping 
out  dishonest  magistrates,  or  of  controlling 
them  when  in  office.  They  rrferrpd  to 
the  manner  in  whidi  members  w^re  elected 
to  that  House,  not  as  the  imqiedlate  evil 
they  eomplaimed  of,  but  $i  one  growine 
out  of  it  He  hoped  the  House  would 
really  Uke  into  consideration .  the  ev3 
atated  by  the  petitioners  with  a  view  to 
do  justice.  He  should  take  that  opportu- 
nity, as  he  saw  the  learned  lord  launo* 
diately  connected  with  the  legal  aflmrs  of 
Scothmd  for  the  first  time  in  bis  pla<^4  of 
putting  aquntion  to  him.  In  the  last 
session  the  learned  lord  had  intrpduced  a 
bin  to  remedy  a  part  of  the  evil  com- 
plained of  by  the  petitioners,  which  had 
been,  somewhat  unaccountably,  with« 
drawn.  He  wished  to  know,  whether  Uie 
learned  lord  intended  to  revive  that  bill, 
or  to  introduce  any  other.— The  petition, 
which  was  from  Uie  burgh  of  Kirk'cud- 
brwht  was  dien  brought  up. 

The  'Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  said, 
that  die  bfil  which  (he  noble  lord  had  de* 
acfibed  is  having  been  withdrawn  in  an 
nnaccounfkble  manner,  had  been  with- 
drawn because  those  mtirested  in  it  had 
petitioned  tiiat  the  bin  might  not  pass  till 


ihe  subject  had  been  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  a  convention  of  the 
burghs,  in  Jtily.  In  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion which  had  been  put,  he  had  to  state, 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  propose  the 
introduction  of  a  bill  similar  to  that  whiek 
he  had  brought  in  during  the  fast  session! 

Lord  A*  HamiUon  said,  it  gave  him 
great  satisfaction  to  hear  that  the  learned 
lord  intended  shortly  to  introduce  a  bill ; 
and  he  was  also  gratified  to  learn  that  the 
voice  of  the  people,  expressed  by  petition, 
was  so  much  attended  to  as  to  cause  the 
withdrawal  Of  the  former  bill. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MOTIOK  FOR  ADDIIVO  Mr.  BrOUGHAM 
TO  THE  BA|f K  OF  £nOLAND  CoMM ITTER.3 

Mr.  Calerqft  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
move  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Brougham  be 
added  to  thecommittee  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  affairs  of  the  Bank.  The  extraor- 
dinary fitness  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
for  such  a  committee  were  not,  he  believed, 
disputed  by  any  individual  in  that  House. 
It  was  noty  therefore,  necessaiy  for  him 
to  enter  into  a  detail  of  those  abilities 
which  eminently  qualified  him  for  a 
place  on  that  commi£tee.  He  hsd  been 
asked  by  several  gentlemen,  whether  he 
had  any  precedent  for  this  proceeding  i 
To  this  ne  answered,  that  he  had  found 
a  precedent  exactly  in  point.  In  the  year 
1781,  the  marquis  of  uraham  was  added 
to  a  committee,  although  it  was  originally 
decided  that  it  should  only  consist  of 
twenty-one  members.  This  took  place  on 
the  11th  of  May,  and,  in  the  record  of  the 
transaction  on  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
allusion  was  made  to  other  precedents. 
He  was  not,  tiierefore,  making  an  unpre- 
cedented motion.  Having  stated  this  to 
the  House,  he  would  not  enter  into  any 
invidious  remarks,  on  those  gentiemen 
whose  names  had  been  ballotted  for,  but 
would  content  himself  with  moving, 
'« That  Mr.  Brou^am  be  added  to  the 
said  committee.** 

Lord  Ca$ilereagh  said,  it  would  be 
very  invidious  to  argue  on  individual 
members.  He  was  perfectly  convinced^ 
that  the  talents  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  whose  name  had  been 
mention^,  were  every  way  suited  to 
the  examination  of  the  subject  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  committee  was  called. 
It  was  not  on  account  of  that  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  want  of  capability, 
that  he  felt  it  necessary  to  oppose  the 
motion,  but  because  the  grounds  on  which 
t 
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it  was  iotroducedi  were  in  truth,  in  spirit, 
and  in  practice,  wholly  destructive  of  the 
principle  on  which  his  majesty  government 
called  for  a  ballot,  when  a  secret  commit- 
tee was  about  to  be  formed.  The  hon. 
member  had  mentioned  a  precedent  as  to 
the  addition  of  a  name  to  a  committee 
which  had  been  formed,  but  he  had  not 
mentioned  whether  it  was  a  committee  of 
secrecy  [<'  it  was,"  said  Mr.  Calcraft.]  But 
if  there  was  this  precedent,  there  were 
more  recent  ones  in  which  the  House  had 
refused  to  make  an  addition  to  the  mem< 
bers  of  such  committees.  In  1797»  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Sheridan  to  add 
the  name  of  Mr.  Fox  to  the  committee  on 
the  state  of  the  Bank,  which  the  House 
thought  fit  to  negative.*  In  the  last  par- 
liament too,  when,  on  the  absence  of  a 
jnember  who  had  been  chosen  by  the  bal- 
lot at  a  considerable  distance,  it  was  pro- 
posed, to  withdraw  his  name,  and  to  sub- 
stitute that  of  another  member,  the  House 
had  decided  that  it  would  adhere  to  its  own 
decision,  and  that  as  it  had  a  claim  upon 
the  servicse  of  all  its  members,  the  absence 
of  one  of  them  was  no  reason  for  excusing 
him.  Without  making  any  personal  ob- 
jection to  the  individual^  he  would  only 
say  that  the  best  course  for  parlfament  to 
pursue  was,  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  old 
plan,  which  had  been  adopted,  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  in  the  formation  of  com- 
mittees of  secrecy. 

Mr.  Tiermy  observed,  that  the  noble 
lord  had  said  that  it  would  be  invidious  to 
state  any  objection  to  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Brougham.  It  was,  however,  some- 
thing more  than  invidious,  it  was  ex- 
tremely difficult.  .Without  saying  any 
thing  in  disparagement  of  other  gentle* 
men,  he  would  venture  to  assert,  that  no 
man  would  deny  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend's  qualifications  of  the  researches 
which  the  committee  would  be  called  on  to 
make.  There  was  not  any  gentleman  in 
the  House  there  was  not  any  man  in  the 
House  or  in  the  kingdom,  more  eminently 
qualified  to  assist  ijri  the  elucidation  of  any 
question  connected  with  political  economy. 
The  defence  which  the.  noble  lord  had 
been  driven  upon  was,  to  say,  that  when 
the  committee  was  completed  by  h&Uot  it 
should  npt  be  varied,  and  he  had  adduced 
as.  a ,  precedent  that  when  a  gentleman 
was  nominated  who  was  400  miles  off,  his 
naqae  was  not  permitted  to  be  withdrawn 

.    *  See  Parliamentary  History,  vol.  32  p. 
1562. 


to  substitute  another.  But  this  was  no 
rule  for  the  present  case,  nor  did  it  prove 
any  thing  but.  that  the  ministers  would 
never  give  way  unless  they  had  a  decided 
majority  of  the  House  and  the  country 
against  them.  .  It  was  said,  that  in  1797 
the  House  had  decided  that  it  wodd  not 
admit  Mr,  Fox  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. But  because  the  House  had  been 
in  the  wron^  then,  was  it  any  rioason  that 
it  should  be  m  the  wrong  now  ?  If  the  object 
was,  to  obtain  the  best/eport,  why  should 
the  committee  consist  or  21  rather  than 
22  ?  They  would  not  add  the  name  to 
the  committee,  because  it  came  from  that 
side  of  the  House.  Their  objection  in  reality 
was  (what  decorum  would  not  allow  them 
to  utter),  that  Mr.  Brougham  did  not  sit 
on  their  benches.  If,  indeed,  the 'num- 
bers were  ^o  equally  balanced,  that  an  ad« 
dition  of  one  member  from  that  side 
would  endanger  the  ministerial  majority, 
there  might  be  an  excuse  for  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  motion.  But  they  had  taken 
care  to  be  abundantly  secure  on  that 
point.  Even  with  the  addition  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  the  members  on  the 
committee,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  op- 
posing ministers,  would  only  be  eight  out 
of  22.  Did  any  one  of  the  ministers  feel 
that  they  were  in  danger— did  thev  think 
their  majority  of  14  so  slippery  r  This 
was  a  question  to  which  the  House  should 
look  with  great  anxiety,  for  its  decision 
would  be  taken  as  an  earnest  of  itsinten* 
tions ;  and  if  tlie  House  and  the  country 
were  polled,  no  man  would  be  declared  by 
the  general  voice  better  fitted  for  exten- 
sive information  and  persevering  research 
than  his  hon.  and  learned  friend. 

Mr.   Siuart    WortUy  said,  that  fully 
agreeing  in  all  that  had  been  said  by  the 

gentlemen  opposite  him  in  favour  ^  of 
Ir.  Brougham,  he  could  not  help  saying 
that  it  was  their  feult  Mr.  Brougham  was 
not  a  member  of  that  committee.  For- 
merly it  had  been  the  practice  in  ballota 
to  draw  up  not  one  but  two  lists,  one  from 
the  ministerial  the  other  from  the  opposi- 
tion iside ;  on  the  present  occasion  about 
a  hundred  members  balloted,  but  he  ob- 
served that  not  one  gentleman  came  from^ 
the.pppositipn  side  to. put  in  a  list.  If 
they  bad  done  their  duty»  if  but  half  the 
minority  which  they  haid  mustered  had 
put  in  lists  containing  the  name  of  Mr* 
Brougham,  there  would  have  been  a  very 
good  chance  tliat  that  gentleman  would 
have  formed  one  of  the  committee ;  foe 
it  yf9fi  known  that  many  membera  had  al- 
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tered  the  miaif terial  list.  After  this  be 
thought  the  HouBe  would  not  be  persuaded 
to  add  aoother  member  to  a  committee 
already  formed. 

Mr.  Calcrqfi  said,  that  the  bon.  mem- 
ber for  Yorkshire  had  taken  upon  him  to 
lecture  that  side  of  the  House;  in  the  last 

Earliament  that  hon.  member  was  in^  the 
abit  of  gJTiog  good  adfice  to  the  minis- 
ters. He  for  one,  should  always  be  glad 
to  listen  to  the  hop.  gentleman's  admoni- 
tions ;  but  in  the  present  instance  he  had 
mis-stated  the  facts  and  mistaken  the  infer* 
ences  to  be  drawn  from  them.  The  num- 
ber of  the  members  who  balloted  was  200^ 
and  of  these  175  had  put  in  the  treasury 
lists  unaltered.  But  this  was  not  all,  for 
it  was  well  known  that  there  was  a  corps 
de  reserve  available  for  the  purposes  of 
the  minister.  It  had  been  well  observed 
by  the  right  hon.  the  member  for  Liver- 
pool, that  it  was  peculiarly  desirable  to 
nave  this  committee  composed  of  all  the 
talents  in  the  House  most  competent  to 
judge  of  the  important  subject  referred  to  it, 
and  as  the  talents  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  to  whom  the  motion  referred,  were 
quite  unquestionable,  he  lamented  the  ab- 
sence of  that  right  hon.  gentleman  upon 
this  occasion,  because,  if  present,  he 
must  adculate  in  consistency  upon  that 
right  hon.  gentleman's  support  of^the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Alderman  WaUhman  said,  that  if 
the  object  of  gentlemen  were  a  full  and 
fiur  inquiry,  he  could  not  see  why  they 
should  oppose  the  present  motion.  H!e 
did  not  see  why  they  should  object  to 
the  name  of  ALr.  Brougham,  a  gentle- 
man possessing  talents  of  the  highest 
order,  and  kiu)wledge  of  great  extent. 
Whatever  gentlemen  might  say  in  that 
House,  by  whatever  pretext  they  might 
labour  to  get  rid  of  such  a  man,  the 
country  at  large  would  say,  that  this 
committee  of  inquiry  was  but  a  committee 
to  suppress  real  inquiry.  He  said,  he 
would  ever  oppose  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  by  ballot,  because  he  consi- 
dered it  an  improper  mode  of  selecting  a 
committee ;  it  nadf  indeed  been  made  a  joke 
of;  it  had  afforded  infinite  amusement  to  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  but  be  considered 
it  a  grave  and  important  matter,  and  gen- 
tkmen  who  treated  it  with  levity,  who 
called  it  a  joke,  showed  very  little  respect 
for  public  opinion.  He  could  not  think 
that  the  House  would  perform  its  duty, 
even  if  precedent  urere  against  the  present 
motion,  if  tliey  excluded  Mr.  Brougham 
(V0L.XXX1X.) 


from  the  committee.  Precedent  should 
not  be  attended  to  where  precedent  might 
be  mischievous.  It  might  happen,  that  a 
particular  individual,  on  a  particular  oc- 
casion, might  be  better  qualified  to  act*- 
might  have  more  capability  and  informa- 
tion-^than  all  the  persons  on  the  commit- 
tee put  together;  it  might  happen  that 
such  a  man  might,  by  chance,  or  by  de- 
sign be  excluded:  m  such  a  case,  he 
would  ask,  was  the  House,  was  the  coun- 
try to  be  shut  out  from  all  the  inform- 
ation such  an  individual  could  affiird  oa 
a  mere  matter  of  punctilio  i  But  as  faras 
precedents  went,  it  was  stated  that  they 
were  in  favour  of  the  nomination.  For 
his  part,  he  did  not  .conceive  that  the 
mode  adopted  was  the  way  to  promote  a 
full  and  complete  inquiry :  he  for  one, 
had  f.o  expectation  from  the  investigation. 
Though  he  had  not  the  honour  of  a  seat 
in  the  House  before,  yet  he  had  not  been 
inattentive  to  its  proceedings.  He  had 
heard  enough— the  country  had  heard 
enoueh  of  secret  committees^they  had 
heard  enough  of  the  old  jokes  of  the  bal- 
loting system— they  had  heard  enough  of 
the  green  bag  committees,  to  hope  for 
any  useful  result.  The  fair  intention  of 
the  balloting  system  was,  he  said,  to  have 
the  members  of  committees  appointed  un- 
biassed and  impartial.  Time,  however, 
had  perverted  it,  and  experience  showed 
that  it  was  a  system  that  should  not  be 
upheld,  but  ought,  on  every  constitutional 
and  honest  principle,  to  be  immediately 
abandoned.    For  himself,  he  strongly  de- 

1>recated  the  rejection  of  the  hon.  and 
earned  member.  He  spoke  from  feelings 
and  the  sudden  but  strong  impulse  of 
feeling,  conrinced  that  the  country  would 
be  umversally  dissatisfied  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  alluded  to  was  not  placed 
upon  this  committee. 

Mr.  Wyan  observed,  that  witli  respect 
to  the  system  of  ballot,  he  differed  rrora 
the  worthy  alderman,  as  well  as  from 
other  members;  for  it  appeared  to  him 
quifee  indi&rent  whether  a  committee  were 
appointed  by  ballot  or  by  nomination,  be- 
cause the  opinion  of  the  majority  must 
have  the  same  influence  in  either  case, 
with  this  consideration,  however,  in  favour 
of  the  ballot,  that  gentlemen  had  an  op- 
portunity, through  that  system,  of  ex- 
pressing their  red  sentiment,  without  of- 
fending against  prejudice  or  partiality. 
He  would  most  deadedly  object  to  the 
system  by  ballot,  if,  as.  some  gentlemen 
seemed  to  suppose,  it  served  to  fetter  tho 
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Jiicirclioii  of  the  Houie;  bttt  na  fucb 
•etiarii^  could-  bo  Mrioualy  Apprtbondedy 
bootiHOy  wbaterer  NBt»  niJglit  be  ciicii- 
hied,  ofery  nember  bad  still  an  opiioQ 
to  vote  for  aoy  geotlemaii  whose  naine 
might  be  inserfeoi  or  to  ooKuiiate  aao- 
tber  in  his  stead.  But  with  respect  to 
the  motioo  before  the  House^  fl  was,  he 
must  sayi  voir  fneorrectly  resirtsd  upon 
the  ifTOund  or  preeedeBt ;  &r  so  ikr  from 
ks  being  contrary  to  precedent  to  add  any 
member  to  a  balloied  committee^  the 
eases  irere  nunereus  where  members  were 
added  to  committees  after  their  appoint- 
ment. It  frequently  eccurred  so  where 
members  were  ont  of  parlimneat  at  the 
time  of  the  appointment  of  the  committee, 
and  whose  knowledge  and  labours  were 
roost  desirable;  many  instances  could  be 
stated  where  members  were  thus  ap^nt^ 
ed.  This  had  been  the  case  in  the  Tear 
1715,  when  three  members  were  suose- 

uently  appointed  on  such  a  committee. 

n  1775,  Mr.  Jenkinson,  Mr.  Lan^ley, 
and  Mr.  Hopkins,  were  appointed  m  a 
similar  way.  In  ITBl^  lord  Graham  had 
in  like  manner  been  introduced.  There 
was,  therefore,  no  question  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  thispropo^tion  on  the |score  of 
precedent.  The  only  question  then  was, 
whether  the  appointment  of  the  bon.  and 
learned  gentleman  to  whom  the  motion 
referred  would  conduce  to  the  object  of 
the  committee  i  In  considering  this  ques- 
tion, it  was  clear  that  there  could  be  no 
diffsrence  of  opinion  as  to  that  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  knowledge  of  poUtiod 
teonomy,  while  his  assiduity  and  diligence 
were  proverbial ;  and,  therefiMe,  thinking 
that  such  a  menaber  would  be  a  most  use- 
ful acquisition  to  the  committee^  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  vote  for  the  motion. 

^  Mr»  Giiniitntg  said^  that  as  his  obserra- 
tions  on  a  former  evening  had  been  alluded 
to  in  his  absence,  which  allusion,  by-the- 
by,  he  could  not  help  Uiinking  rather  in- 
consistent with  the  usual  courtesy  of  the 
House,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  say  a  word 
or  two  upon  the  motion.  What  he  hud 
stated  upon  the  subject  of  the  system  of 
ballot,  in  comparison  with  the  proposal  of 
nomhuition,  w$s  this,  that  the  former  af-* 
forded  gentlemen  a  full  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  opinions,  without  stating 
their  e^ ounds  of  objection  or  preference 
towards  any  individual.  It  was  upon  this 
ground,  distinctly,  that  he  preferred  the 

astern  of  ballot.    Now  with  respect  t6 
e  motion  before  the  House,  he  would 
from  saying  any  thing  about  the 


bon.  and  kalned  geotieasaii  safcrscd  te^ 
save  only  this,  that  lie  fii%  oosMurred  in 
all  thai  hadi  been  vsged  In  tb»  wtm  of 
panegyric  upon  the  great  talents  am  at* 
humnenis  ec  that  hon.  and  leaned  gealle« 
man*  But  still  he  objected  to  the  prop»« 
sition  Ibr  addiag  that  hon«  and  leavned 
gentkmaD  to  the  coBsasittee  alluded  tOi 
for  be  Mt  that  such  addition  would  bo 
estttrarv  to  pfecedent»  He  believed  tbera 
was  no  mstsoce  upeo  record  of  sndi  addi« 
lion  to  a  coniButteeahreadhr  focmedv  nnlesa 
with  regard  to  soma  member^  who  migbk 
not  have  beeaia  the  House  at  the  tiawef 
its  formation,  or  whose  paooliar  qualifioaei 
tionemigbt  net  barve  beeoose  known  !• 
the  Heustf  »til  after  the  bdbt.  Bwl 
neither  wa»  the  case  in  the  ntescnt  ia« 
stance,  fi»r  tfie  boiw  and  kasned  gentlemaai 
was  a  member,  and  perfectly  well  hMMoa 
to  the  House  at  te  time  the  baDot  took 
plaoe.  Yet  the  hoiw  and  learned  gentl»« 
man  was  not  among  the  nmnber  chosoA 
by  that  ballot^  and  therefose  be  oould  setf 
no  adequate  neason  for  tUs  pvoposal.  tst 
proceed  to  a  second  election,  upon  th» 
grounds  stated  b};the  worthy  aUermaai 
and  othera.  Upon  these  grounds  he  Mb 
himself  called  upon  to  oppose  the  propo* 
sition  for  opening  the  committee,  beings 
ftdly  persuaded,  that  if  the  addition  new; 
required  were  speeded  to,  it  would  not  ba 
the  only  one  pressed  upon  the  eonsideiiip* 
tion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wynn  rose  to  say  afiew words, ren- 
dered, in  his  mind,  necessary  froas  di» 
speech  of  the  right  bon.  gentleman  wlia 
had  just  sat  down.  The  precedents  li# 
had  alluded  to  before  were  praeedenta 
exactly  in  point,  not  preoedenu  ifaet  fell 
under  the  descnptim  of  these  relied  oiibf 
the  rmht  bon.  member.  He  would  men* 
tion  the  case  of  lord  Finch  and  the  ehaa- 
cellor  of  the  eachequer,  who,  in  1715, 
were  added  to  a  committee.  lo  177S  th» 
names  of  Mr.  Jenkinson  (the  late  lesd 
Liverpod)i  Mr«  Langley,  and  Mr*  Hop« 
kinsoui  were  added  to  a  committee  of  that 
House.  In  1781  die  name  of  ha^  Gra- 
ham was  added  to  a  committee  of  that 
House.    He  wouM  only  say,  tfiat  these 

Ssntlemen  were  all  members  of  the 
ottse  at  the  time  the  committees  bad 
been  originallv  appointed,  and  tUi^  be 
trusted,  would  be  a  sufficient  answer  te 
the  ground  of  objection  relied  on  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman* 

Mr.  AiMem  said,  he  was  particidarty 
desirous  that  the  arguments  of  the  hon« 
member  for  Yorkshire  Ihould  QOl 
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without  coniMtot     Thejraiyenleii  dn  his 
■ide  of  «1m  HtOBe  4iad  regained  fr^m  pre^ 
paring  «ny  litti  of  memben  for  thai  com- 
■litto^  or  oYon  itultuig  an;^  lists  ipto  the 
glaaief,  expremv  with  a  view  of  thowing 
to  the  country  that  they  would  not  lend 
Aeir  aid  in  deceiving  their  representatives 
by  so  despic(d>le  a  ju^le  as  that  of  a 
ballot,  which  was,  m  erocty  nothing  less 
than  a  nominatioo  by  ministers.    In  the 
coarse  'of  his  long  experience  in  parlia- 
ment, he  had  known  many  lists  to  be  pre- 
pared Iqr  the  opposition,  but  never  had  he 
aeon  an  instance  Jn  which  any  of  them  had 
been  successfidi  or  of  the  least  use.    The 
cnatom  he  therefore  thonght  might  aa  well 
be  drqpped  altqgetheiv  and  in  this  respect 
lie  thought  the  taunt  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Yorkshire  was  the  less  fair,  because 
the  oluect  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  oppo* 
attioboeHchea  bad  been  to  undeceive  the 
pobKc,  imd  to  place  the  subject  befoie 
their  eyes  in  ita  proper  light*    Of  one 
tiling  no  was  eonvmeed,  that  there  was 
»9t  a  fnaa  In  the  cpuntry  who  did  not 
ikink  the  hon*  and  learned  member  one 
of  the  veqr  fittest  persona  to  act  on  ihat 
committee* 

Mr.  Afoftnit  of  Galwagr*  said,  he  bad 
beard  «enttonen  On  the  opposition  side 
•f  the  Hoiise 'dwell  very  largely  .00  the 
Sslents  and  the  information  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  member;  but  those  qualitias, 
ia  bis  mi»)y  wfere  not  all  that  was  neces- 
aacy;  nor  would  they  induce  him  to  ac- 
cede to  the  ptesent  motion.  He  could 
conceive  a  geotlemsn  at  the  bar,  learned 
as  a  lawyer,  but  whom  his  nuyesty  would 
not  be  advised  to  iippoint  to  any  judicial 
aituatioo.    Ha   could   conceive   a   que 


where  Ik  man  might  be  very  highly  skilled 
ift  divinity,  yet  the  ministers  of  his  ma- 

ety  womd  not  be  advised  to  make  him  a 
hcip.  Oovcmment  and  the  House  had 
•tbar  considerationa  in  view  besides  Uie 
appointment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
member;  and  thoQgh  be  would  not  deny 
him  the  praise,  on  Uie  score  of  informa- 
tion and  (tf  tidents,  he  would  still  vote 
•pfinat  him.  Precedents  had  been  men- 
tioned: be  conaidered  the  matter  ahould 
rather  be  decided  by  the  discretion  of  the 
House ;  he  felt  that  he  had  a  right  to  use 
his  discvatkNB,  and  he  would  vote  against 
the  motion.  Much  bad  been  said  about 
the  maaagamant  of  government  m  makbg 
•at  lists,  but  he  verily  believed  that  tf 
fovenwient  had  been  ever  so  anxious,  it 
would  have  been  out  of  their  newer  to. 
fcocma  the  lunninatioB  of  the  bon.  and 


learned  gentleman  on  the  committee.  He 
was  not  ashamed  to  aay  tjiat  government 
could  not  have  induced  htm  to  vote  for 
that  appointment  [a  laugh,  and  Cries  c^ 
qoeaiion<!] 

Lord  Morpdh  spoke  hi  f^ytwr  eC  the 
motion.  He  said,  that  in  1797,  he  had 
voted  for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Fox  to 
a  similar  committee,  although  at  tbe  time 
opposed  to  that  great  man's  poVtioal  opi- 
nions ;  and,  in  4he  present  case,  be  woul^* 
were  he  on  the  Bimr  side  of  the  House^ 
fed  the  propriety  of  voting  fo^  the  ap- 
poidtiiMM  of  tbe  hon*  and  learned  gen- 
tleman referred^  to  in  thp  motion,  ftoin  a 
conviction  of  that  hon.  iknd  learned  gen- 
tleman's peculiar  aptitude  for  the  sftuattiont 
distinguittied  as  ihe  was  for  the  highest 
abilities  and  attainments. 

Mxk  Jtfanya^.expressed  bis  eOtire  con- 
currenoe^ia  all  that  had  beenaaid  with  re- 
gard to  the  mat  Ability  of  the  hon.  and 
mamed gentleman  alluued to.  Stillhemust 
say,  th|it  the  quesUon  referred  to  this  com- 
mittee bemg  not  merdy  theoretical,  but 
pracfical^  he  could  not  acquiesce  in  the 
preposition,  that  it  waa  desirable  to  add 
the  hon.  and  learoed  gentleman  to  that 
committee,  as  he  did  not  conccave  that 
gentleman  to  have  had  any  practical  ex- 
perience.   In  his  opinion,  indeed,  there 
were  already  too  many  theoretkal,  and 
too  few  practical  men  upon  the  com- 
mittee. 
I     Mr.  D.  TT.  Haroetf  said,  thM  an  hon. 
gentleman  had  thought  fit  to  say,  that  a 
mwyer  without  principle,  and  a  divine 
without  {uety,  were  not  fit  to  be  appointed 
on  a  committee  of  the  House.    As  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  he  was  a 
lawyer,  not  only  of  great  learning  and 
abihty,  but  ill  other  respects  pre-eminently 
qualified  to  investigate  the  subject  for 
which  the  committee  had  been  appointed. 
It  bad  been  said,  that  gentlemen  of  the 
oppoaition  had  not  done  their  duty ;  if  the 
charge  were  true,  surely  they  ought  now 
to  remedy  tbe  defect  as  soon  as  possible. 
It  struck  every  man  as  extraordinary,  that 
a  centleman  pre-eminent  for  talents  and 
industry,  and  smaularly  skilled  in  political 
economy,  should  not  have  been  among 
tbe  first  on  such  a  committee. 

The  question  being  put,  "  That  Mr. 
Broaghambe  added  to  the  committee,"  the 
Hoose  divided :  Ayes,  133;  Noes,  171. 
Majority  against  the  motion.  42.  The 
result  of  the  division  was  received  by  the 
opposition  with  a  loud  cheer. 
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Abercromby,  hon.  J. 
AllaOy  J.  H. 

Althorp,  viscount 

Adsod,  sir  George 

Aubrey,  sir  J. 

Broadhurst,  John 

Beaumont,  T.  W. 

Buxton,  T.  F, 

Blair,  J.  H. 

fiarham,  J.  F. 

Baring,  sir  T. 

Barnett,  Jamea 

Bccher,  W.  W. 

Bernal,  Ralph 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 

Benyon,  Benj, 

Birch,  Jos. 

Browne,  Dom. 

Byng,  George 

Burroughs,  sir  W. 

Calthorpe,  hon.  F. 

Calvert,  C. 

Carter,  John 

Cavendish,  lord  G. 

Clifford,  capt. 

Clifton,  vise. 

Coffin,  sir  J. 

Colburne,  N.  W.  R. 

Colclougb,  Caesar 

Concaonon,  L. 

Crompton,  Sam. 

Davics,  T.  H. 

De  Crespigny,  sir  W. 
J)enman|  Thos. 

Denlson,  W.  Jos. 

Dickinson,  Wm. 
Douglas,  hon.  F.  8. 
Dqncannon,  visct. 

Dundas,  hon.  L. 

Dimdas,  hon.  G. 
Dunda8,ThQs. 

Davenpiort,  D. 
£brington,  visct. 
£dwaras,  John 
Ellice,  Ed. 
Euston,  earl  of 
Finlay,  K. 
Forbes,  C. 
Fazakerly,  Nic. 
Fergusson,  sir  R.  C. 
Fitzgerald,  lord  W. 
Fleming,  John 
Gaskell7Benj. 
Gordon,  Robt. 
Graham,  J.  R.  G. 
Graham,  Sandford 
Grosvenor,  Thos. 
Orenfell,  Pascoe 
Griffith,  J.  W. 
Guise,  sir  W^ 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Harvey.  D.  W, 
Ileathcote,  sir  G. 
Howard,  hon,  W. 
Uoworth,  U. 


Hughes,  W.L. 
Hume,  Jos. 
Hutchinson,  hon.  C. 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
Lamb,  hon.  W. 
Latouchc,  John 
Lemon,  sir  Wm. 
Longman,  Geo. 
Legb,  Thos. 
Leake.  Wm. 
Lyster,  Rich. 
Macleod,  Roderick 
Macdonald,  James 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Madocks,  W.  A. 
Maitland,  J.  B. 
Martin,  John 
Methuen,  Paul 
Maxwell,  John 
Milbank,  Mark 
Mills,  George 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Moore,  Peter 
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Finance   Committee  appointed.] 
Lord  CastUreagh  rose,  pursuant  to  notice, 
to  move  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  Income  and 
Expenditure  of  the  country.    In  moving 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
finance,  tnough  it  was  that  which  had  so 
repeatedly  been  done  within  the  last  few 
years,  he  was  far  from  considering  what 
he  was  about  to  submit  to  the  House  as  a 
matter  of  course.    He  felt  that  he  owed 
to  them  some  explanation  of  the  reasons 
why  he  recommended  it  in  the  present  in- 
stance, and  to  afford  a  view  of  the  general 
outline  of  the  plan  which  mmlsters  intended 
to  submit,  and topursue  in  the  course  of  the 
session.  They  would  undoubtedly  expose 
themselves  to  a  great  deal  ofjoat  reproach, 
if  the  only  measure  of  economy  they  had 
in  contemplation  was  that  whidfi  hadbeea 
occasioned  by  the  change  in  the  Windsor 
establishment.    The   House   would,   of 
course,  be  anxious   to  have  the  general 
estimates  laid  before  it ;  and  as  they  were 
embraced  in  a  very  narrow  compass,  it 
would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  claim 
their    attention    for    any    considerable 
length :  his  principal  object  would  be  to 
touch  upon  those  points,  the  details  of 
which  would  subsequendy  come  under 
the  notice  of  the  committee.    He  wished, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  protest  against 
the  appointment  of  the  finance  committee 
being  considered  a  matter  of  course  in 
each  succeeding  session ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  held  such  annual  nomination  to  be  an 
abuse    of  one   of  the   most  important 
powers  of  the  House,  which  ougnt  only 
to  be  exercised  upon  particular  and  spe- 
cial occasions.    When,  two  years  ago,  he 
had  adopted  the  same  course  he  was  now 
pursuing,   he   had  stated  that  the  then 
condition  of  the  country  required  it;  and 
he  added,  what  the  result  proved,  that  the 
country  mi^ht  be  satisfied  that  there  was 
a  gradual  improvement  in  the  financial 
circumstances  of  the  country,  and  that, 
ere  loiig,  a  growing  surplus  of  revenue  as 
compared  with  the  expenditure  would  be 
discovered.    At  that  tune,  his  hon.  friend 
the  member  for  Bramber,  had  expressed 
some   alarm,   because   he  (lord  Castle- 
reagh)    had   admitted,  that  be  wms  not 
sangmne  enough  to  hope,  that,  in  the 
course  of  that  session,  the  committee  ' 
would  be  able  to  establish  so  flattering  e 
result,  by  accomplishiog  all  the  obf^ts 
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intruited  lo  it    In  ftcti  he  bad  thought 
that  two  or  three  jears  might  be  required 
before  the  nation  was  able  to  ascertain, 
with  any  decree  of  precision,  the  fair 
bearings  of  its  fioanaal  resources,  and 
before  an  accurate  balance  could  be  struck 
between  those  resources  and  the  annual 
expenditure.    He   now  felt  great  confi- 
dence, that  at  the  termination  of  the  la- 
bours of  the   committee   he  was  now 
about  to  propose,  it  would  be  found  that 
there  had  been  that  growing  surplus  of 
which  he  had  spoken,  and  that  the  balance 
in  favour  of  the  income  had  been  created 
not  merely  by  reducing  the  expenditure, 
but  by  the  progressive  advance  of  the 
various  sources  of  revenue.    His  motive 
for  moving  for  the  committee  so  earljr 
was,  that  it  might  proceed  with  its  deh* 
berationa   without  delay,   and  that  the 
House  might  be  in  possessioD  of  a  report 
that  would  show  toe  real  situation  and 
fair   prospects    of  the   country.    Most 
members  would  grobably  be  aware,  that 
any  report  relating  to  the  comparative 
income  and  expenditure  of  the  April 
quarter   could   not   be   prepared   until 
towards  die  close  ef  the  sesaioo.    He 
would  much  lament  if  the  House  were  to 
sepasate  without  it;  but  at  least,  long 
bdTore  that  period,  a  report  appllcsible  to 
the  January  quarter  might  be  prepared, 
and  the  comparison,  he  was  persuaded, 
would  be  more  satls&ctory :  at  all  events, 
it  would  give  a  more  perfect  notion  of  our 
real  situation  in  point  of  finances,  than 
could  otherwise  be  obtained.    The  first 
important  point  was  the  income  of  the 
country ;  and  he  would  simply  state  the 
amount  of  the  receipts,  comparing  the 
quarter  ending  on.  the  5th  Jan.  1818, 
with  the  quarter  endbg  on  the  5th  Jan. 
1819.    The  receipts  on  the  former  were 
Sl,665^8^and  onthelatter54k062,0002. 
showing  an  increase  upon  the  quarter 
ending  5th  Jan.  1819  of  8,897,00(M.    It 
was  material,  however,  to  observe,  that 
upon  the  sum  he  had  first  named,  there 
were  certain  arrears  of  war  duUea  on 
malt  and  property  considerably  beyond 
^QOOfOOdL^  whldi  reduced  the  income  up 
to  the   5th  Jan.  1818,  tto  49,834,927/!, 
while  the  arrears  of  the  same  taxes  up  to 
January  last  amounted  only  to  66Sfi99L ; 
so  that  the  produce  of  the  permanent 
taxes  for  the  latter  quarter  was  in  truth, 
in  round  numbers,  5S,497,00Q(^  being  an 
Mnprovement  In  the  whole  of  4,16S,OO0i(^ 
deducting  from  both  the  amount  of  the 
arreais  of  each.    HonouiaUe  membera 


were  likewise  most  probably  aware,  that  a 
considerable  amount  of  su^  duty  had 
been  admitted  into  the  receipts  for  Dec. 
1818,  which  In  fact  belongra  to  the  re- 
venue of  the  preceding  year,  and  which 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  added  to  the  pro* 
duceof  the  sugar  duties  of  1819:  thia 
would  take  a  considerable  sum  from  the 
nett  produce  of  1818,  and  reduce  it  to 
48,724,00Ctf.,  while  that  of  1819  remained 
at  54,062,000/.;  the  difference,  allowing 
for  some  other  comparatively  trifling  de- 
ductions, would  be  5,S28,00(M.,  or  not  lest 
than  an  increase  of  10  per  cent  upon  the 
ancient  permanent  taxes  [[Hear,  hear!]. 
It  was  impossible  to  announce  to  the 
House  a  more  encouraging  prospect  than 
this  state  of  things  afibrded:  the  increase 
on  a  revenue  on  54,000,000/.  was  no  lesa 
thah  5,300,000/.  Another  satisfactory 
circumstance,  well  deserving  notice  was, 
that  the  increase  was  not  upon  any  one 
article  that  might  be  supposed  to  have 
taken  a  sudden  start,  but  upon  no  less 
than  between  thirty  and  rorty  of  the 
articles  which  consituted  the  excise  ac- 
count ;  indeed,  there  were  only  one  or  two 
articles,  and  those  comparatively  insignifi- 
cant, on  which  there  was  not  a  sensible 
augmentatk>n :  on  bricks  and  tfles  for  in- 
stance, the  emplovment  of  which  unequi- 
vocaUy  markea  the  wealth  of  a  country^ 
there  was  an  increase  of  duty  nearly 
amounting  to  one  half.  The  last  com- 
mittee subtracted  the  amount  of  the  sink- 
ing fund,  and  the  expenses  of  the  nation 
from  the  actual  income,  thinking  it  a 
question  between  the  operation  of  the 
smkiogfund  on  one  band,  and  the 
increase  of  debt  on  the  other:  and  ia 
their  last  deliberation  they  took  the  best 
prospective  view  circumstances  would 
allow  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of 
the  year  1819;  and  they  thought  that 
they  might  safely  assume  that  the  income 
of  the  country  would  be  52,500,000/.,  and 
the  expenditure  51,087,000/.,  leaving  a 
nett  surplus  of  1,413,000/.  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Comparing  thb  anticipation  In 
May  last,  with  the  fact,  as  it  now 
turned  out,  it  was  obvious,  that  the 
income,  instead  of  being  52,500,000/.  waa 
54»062,000/.  or  1,400,000/.  better  than  had 
been  calculated  upon.  As  to  the  expendi* 
ture,  the  finance  commmittee  had  stated 
it  at  51,087,000/. ;  but  the  estimates  now 
before  the  House  showed  that  it  waa 
only  5%442,000/.,  or  about  660,000/.  leaa 
than thesum  expected.  Adding,  thereforet 
the  reductioB  by  eooDomy  of  6S0flQ0L 
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to  the  improve  reTeiiae»  It  «ppetred 
thit  the  cotmtfjr  wai  now  hi  a  better 
situation  by  2,145,000/.  than  Uie  former 
finance  oommxtteehad  ventured  to  antici- 
pate: and  adding  abo  to  that  sum  the 
l,415y000i(<  on  whidi  thefinanoe  commifelee 
luid  calculated,  a  total  sorphis  of  not  kss 
than  SfSSBfidOL  was  the  result,  ^pphcable 
to  the  reduction  of  the  ddit  of  the  nation. 
[Heerihear!]  Out  of  that  the  amount 
of  intereston  the  loan  was  to  be  provided 
for.  This,  of coors^nmst iietakenaaa 
ehacge  upon  it ;  for  it  need  not  noir  he 
stated  bj  him»  that  his  right  hon.  •finend 
b&d  no  intention  ^  nroposing  any  addt> 
ftional  taxes.  The  interest  on  the  loaA 
amotmted  to  l,O0a>€OM.  fHneh -still  left 
SifSOOfiOOL  of  a  soiplus  revenue.  But  It 
sraBtobetaken  into  connderattoii,  that 
the  Tovenue  promised  to  he  more  .prodttC<> 
tive  than  rhad  heetk  calculated  eo.  Even 
itt  the  one  month  of  the  year  'whidi  iuid 
already  elaj^sed,  there  was  aninerease, 
compared  with  t^t  wliich  nreoedcd  it,  of 
800,0002.  or  850,0002.  If,  as  might  be 
expected,  this  increase  should  contmuei 
it  would  not  be  too  nradh  to  redcon  it  at 
1^000,0001.  on  the  whole  year,  which 
would  bring  the  surplus  revenue  asain  to 
8,500,000^,  implioafole  to  the  remction 
of  the  debt.  If  the  finance  committee^ 
on  examining  minutdy  ell  the  detailsi 
should  report  that  such  was  the  fact,  the 
House  would  feel  ready  to  allow,  that  the 
great  objects  for  wiuch  that  bofy  had 
been  appointed  had  beenbrouahtto  bear. 
God  fimiid  he -should  be  understood  as 
OMerting,  that  tliey  had  been  brou|;ht  to 
bear  to  the  extent  that  sound  wisdom 
might  at  a  future  period  juitify,  or  to  die 
extent  that  was  consbtent  even  with  that 
inanly  vigour  whidi  had  always  distin- 
guished die  policy  of  this  country,  in 
meeting  the  emergendes  of  thestate;  but 
endoubtedly  one  great  object  would  have 
been  accomplish^,  imder  Providence,  in 
the  bright  and  cheering  prospect  thus 
displayed  to  the  nation.  If  tranquillity 
were  preserved,  if  the  industry  of  the  in* 
habitants  were  unabated,if  the  same  manly 
sphit  of  petBcveraace  by  which  they  had 
long  been  characterised  were  purroed, 
the  hsppy  augmentation  of  the  revenue 
to  whicn  he  had  referred,  would  not  only 
mark  the  last,  but  aucoeeding  years,  and 
a  growing  surplus  might  tenninate  in  a 
mitigation  of  the  weight  of  some  of  the 
most  severe  and  oppressive  taxes  It  was 
yet  fbund  necessary  to  contmue.    Thus 
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would  meet,  and  the  iurples  Would  bo 
applied  to  purposes  of  general  alleviatiom 
He  would  now  toucn  those  mints  on 
which  ministers  had  the  satisnction  of 
fedii^  that  subsequent  reduction^  might 
be  a&ded  in  the  present  cimditton  of 
the  countiy.  tie  expected  to  be  told, 
that  in  this  reelect  the  Uation  was  mora 
indebted  to  the  good  adviceioAredon  the 
other  side  of  the  House  than  to  the  omi* 
fluenoed  determination  of  government. 
He  never  should  be  disposed  to  slight^ 
much  less  to  reject,  good  advice;  on  the 
contrary,  he  would  devote  iumsdf  most 
religiotisly  to  profit  hgr  it^  to  the  utmost 
of  hisabui^;  but  the  House  would  net 
forget  that  some  essential  changes  had 
tfllcen  plaoe^at  hone  and  abroad,  which 
induced  ministers  to  think  they  miglit 
now  carry  into  eifect  that  economir,  which 
would  not  •have  been  wise  or  provident^ 
until -they  could  see  distinctly  the  oonse* 
quences  to  which  it  mieht  lead :  they 
could  not  earlier  Ju^Qr  taking  upon 
themselves  so  iieavy  a  respomibini^. 
The  policy  of  the  steps  they  had  now 
taken  mkht  be  the  subiect  of  fiiture  dis** 
cession,  but  at  plvstut  it  was  only  neces^ 
sary  for  him  to  state  a  ftw  important 
facts.  The  finande*committee  haa  taken 
the  military  estimate  at  8,967i000l.>  as* 
sumbg  a  decrease  of  800,000{.  on  the 
return  of  the  British  army  from  the  con<» 
tinent ;  for  the  House  would  be  aware^ 
that  a  considerable  sum  must  be  devoted 
to  the  idlowanees  of  halfxpi^  and  pen« 
sions  to  the  offioelw  and  soldiers  wnoso 
services  .were  no  longer  tequired.  The 
committee  had  taken  the  expense  of  the 
army  at  8^7,00QL,  exdusive  of  tha 
SOOiOOOL;  but  he  was  happy  to  state* 
that  ministers  fek  theoosdves  enabled  to 
take  it  at  B,700,00M.,  indusive  of  the 
900,000^;  so  that  the  diflerenoe  in  iavoor 
of  agrsatcrsaring  of  the  piddic  money 
was  567t000L,  «nd  the  whde  charge  waa 
covered  for  967»000t.  lem  than  the  finance* 
oomtnittee  had  cdculated.  On  die  navj 
estimate,  diere  was  a  reducdan  of 
100^000^.,  and  the  same  saving  m  tha 
ordnanoe  department.  There  was,  how* 
ever,  an  expense  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  House  ought  to  be  called— not  of 
a  permanent  nature,  like  that  of  Chdsea 
hospitd,  but  temporary;  and  occasionad 
b^  the  pay  of  regiments  fiir  broken  pe* 
nods.  It  was  almost  dwm  Impossmie 
for  ministers  to  reduce  the  regimente 
most  whhin  thenr  readi.    Some  were  at 
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cbangt  of  cantoimiealt  wai  remiinte,  and 
tUs  luid  ether  clrcumslancts  which  it  was 
BOt  necetaefy  to  details  occasioned  an 
expeuM  of  about  S80,0(XA,  iOO^OOM.  be- 
ing  coDoeded  with  the  transport  depart- 
ment: thia  ezpeme  of  $90fiOOL  wasi 
however,  aa  he  had  said,  only  teraporarj, 
and  waa  all  that  parliament  would  be 
ealled  upon  to  votOi  connected  with  the 
lop(p  of  military  reduotion*— He  would 
now  atate  the  amount  af  the  reduction  in 
potai  of  men,  taking  the  rank  and  file: 
the  army  in  France,  eonsiiting  of  20^126, 
had  hem  reduced;  of  the  troopa  voted 
laal  year  for  heme  aervice  and  for  the 
ooloniea,  there  had  been  a  reduction  of 
9,402,  and  in  the  artillery  of  2,085,  mak- 
ing altogether  a  diminution  of  51 ,563  rank 
and  Set  exdaaive  of  officers.  There  waa 
one  €ii«OBBStance  of  which  the  House 
ought  eever  to  lose  sight ;  anditwaathis 
— Sie  annoal  expense  was  stated  to  be 
16,287,0002.;  bu»  the  whole  of  this,  nor 
any  tldng  like  the  whole  of  it,  was  not  paid 
for  troopa  actually  ea  foei ;  for  a  large 
part,  4fiSSfi00L  went  to  My  debU  of 
gratitude  to  effoeia  aad^ddiersi  for  ser- 
vioaa  they  had  rendered  their  country ; 
ao  that  Uio  direct  expenso  of  the  army 
oeold  not  be  stated  so  higb  aa  12,000,0001 
The  pensions  and  other  gratuities  were 
ooostantly  fidliag  hi,  and  &b  amount  thus 
annually  saved  eoidd  not  be  calculated 
lower  than  180,000{^  or  14(M)0ML  These 
sewardsi  althoij^  a  heavy  diarae,  were 
ahraya  paid  with  the  utmoat  willingness 
to  tlie  defenden  of  the  countnTp  by  sea 
and  lead ;  but  they  oughtnot,  in  making 
a  caloulation»  to  be  left  entfarely  ootof  the 
aoeount. 

The  noble  lord  admitted,  that  if  Ais 
wave  a  deduetieo  of  proaperity  merely 
drawn  tiWB  the  alleviation  of  theburthena 
of  the  nation,  the  prospect  would  not  be 
by  aaj  means  so  enlivening;  but  it  was 
neeoliarly  satisfiMtory  to  traj^  the  grow- 
ng  resources  of  the  country  to  the  in- 
dwtry  and  ever^  thing  that  constituted 
tiw  real  and  soQd  wemh  of  a  people-; 
|hey  wetp  an  oneouivocal  indication  of 
Ifeo  prosperity  of  tne  great  mam  of  the 
Mpolatioo,  snd  of  an  dastidty  and  vigour 
niiich  greater  than  could  have  been  ex* 
pectad  after  the  strunles  die  country 
■ad  had  to  suatafai.  A  general,  but  a 
mlatak.^,  aupposition  hA  been  enter* 
tained  lome  snort  time  ago,  that  a  mat 
deal  ef  commerdri  distress  previued; 
that  the  exports  had  been  most  materially 
leduoed;  that  the  poru  of  the  continent 
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were  shut,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of 
commercial  treatlea ;  in  short,  there  was 
a  prevailing  notion,  that  owin^  to  some 
supineness  on  the  part  of  ministers,  the 
commerce  of  the  country  had  austaioed 
a  severe  and  perhaps  an  irreparable 
shock.  Yet  how  did  the  foct  stand? 
Did  the  returns  at  all  verily  the  gtoomy 
conclusion?  On  the  contrary,  i&ey  di« 
rectly  contradicted  it,  as  the  House 
would  jperccive  by  a  statement  of  die  offi- 
cial value  of  the  exnorts:  he  referred  to 
the  official  value  aa  oistingnislied  from  the 
real  value;  which,  of  course,  fluctuated 
from  year  to  year.  The  official  account 
took  the  exports  at  an  assumed  value, 
and  was  radier  to  be  dciemed  n  statement 
of  quantity  than  of  value.  He  would  caH 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  that  part 
only  of  our  exporta  whidi  was  most  im* 
pmrtant,  aa  it  recavded  the  true  interests 
of  the  country;  British  produce  and  aoa* 
nufoctures;  and  the  comparison  would 
extend  to  the  four  last  years.  It  waa 
with  unfeigned  ratisfoctkm  he  had  to  ob* 
serve,  in  Uie  first  instaiieey  that  the  last 
had  been  the  most  splendU  year  ever 
known  m  Ae  history  of  British  commerce 
[Hear,  h^r!].  It  even  eudceeded  1815. 
when  the  commerce  of  Ae  cooatqr  haa 
gene  beyond  Its  predecemors  to  the 
amount  ef  not  less  than  10,000,000/.— a 
rapid  advance  that  was  considered  by 
some  persons  as  forced  and  unnaturaly  aa 
owing  to  temporaiy  causes  that  would 
not  merwards  operate.  He  waa  obliged 
to  make  the  cdcolatico  vpon  the  three 
first  quarters  of  each  year  ody,  as  the 
returns  from  the  out-ports  up  to  the  5th 
of  January  last  had  not  yet  been  made 
out.  In  1815,  the  official  value  of  Bri« 
tish  produce  and  manufactures  waa 
85,981,0001.;  fai  1816,  28,8S7>000l. ;  in 
1817  (the  year  when  it  was  asserted  that 
die  nation  was  cornmercfadly  ruined^ 
and  the  continent  shut  against  us) 
88,000,OOOL;  and  in  1818,  85,825,000)^ 
being  nenrly  ICOfiOOL  bcjond  the  yean 
1815f  the  great  excem  or  whidi  waa  as* 
signal  to  temporary,  fidladoua,  and  qn* 
natund  causes  rHear,  hear  I].  He  trust* 
ed,  therefore,  that  sudi  a  view  of  the 
state  of  Ae  eommeroe  of  the  kingdom 
waa  calculated  to  dispel  the  gloom  whidi 
some  had  promoted  in  ignorance  of  our 
real  condition :  of  course,  he  was  for  from 
wUhing  by  such  a  repreaentatioo  to  abate 
exertion  tn  the  same  beneficial  course; 
his  object  was.  to  remove  misapprehen- 
sion, and  to  anew  how  mistalcen  thoae 
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dreary,  desponding  potliticianB  were,  who 
described  tl)e  country  in  a    condition, 
contradicted  by  the  plain  statement  of 
facts— to  prove,  beyond 'a  doubt,   that 
there  was  neither  now,  nor  at  any  time,  any 
sound  reason  for  maintaining,  that,  with 
a  proper  management  of  her  finances  and 
resources.  Great  Britain  could  not  sup- 
port herself  in  the  pre-eminent  situation 
fihe  had  so  long  filled  among  the  great 
nations  of  the  world*    The  prospect  of 
the  future  was  as  cheering  as  the  retro- 
spect of  the  past  was  glorious.    After  the 
finance  committee  should  have  inquired 
into  all  the  details  of  this  important  sub- 
ject, would  be  the  time  for  the  House  to 
decide  upon  it.    But  he  felt  the  utmost 
confidence,  that  the  result  of  its  inquiries 
would  confirm  all  he  had  advancea,  and 
would  warrant  the  utmost  confidence  in 
the  inexhaustible  resources  of  the  British 
empire.    When  once  it  had  gone  through 
the  labours  he  now  intended  to  impose 
upon  it^-when  once  its  report  was  made, 
and  in  the  hands  of  members,  it  would 
aenre  them  for  constant  reference  on  the 
vital  subjects  of  which  it  treated,  and 
would  in  all  probability  render  unneces- 
aary  the  re-appomtment   of  the   same 
body,  at  least  tor  some  succeeding  ses- 
sions.   The  report  would  afford  a  distinct 
view  of  the  financial  arrangements  and 
condition  of  the  nation ;  and  although  no 
man  could  say  that  the  alteration  of  cir- 
cumstances might  not  disturb  the  pros- 
pect of  gradual  increase,  yet  it  would  be 
of  a  nature  so  permanent  and  perspicuous, 
that  it  would  point  out  all  the  landmarks 
of  the  financial  situation  of  the  country 
(if  he  might  so  say),  which  would  not  be 
removed  by  any  events  that  human  fore- 
sight could  contemplate.    At  least  no 
dight  variations  from  session  to  session 
could  probably  render  a  recurrence  to  a 
finance  committee  necessary ;  and  though 
he  did  not  pledge  himself  that  it  would 
not  be  expement,  yet  it  would  be  a  de- 
parture from  the   old   and   wholesome 
practice  of  parliament,    and   from  the 
sound  principles  of  the  constitution.    The 
delegation  of  such  high  powers,  as  he  had 
before  remarked,  ought  not  to  be  resorted 
to  but  on  important  emergencies :  most 
assuredly  an  annual  appointment  would 
be  highly  impolitic  and  injurious.    With 
regard  to  the  selection  of  the  members^ 
it  was  not  his   intention    to  make  any 
chances,  but  such  as  circumstances  ren- 
dered absolutely  unavoidable.    He  should 
suggest  the  re-appointment  of  those  gen- 


tlemen who  had  formed  the  last  finance 
committee,  with  the  exception  of  two,  of 
whose  services  the  House  was  at  present 
deprived.  He  need  offer  no  other  reason 
for  such  a  re-appointment  than  the  ac» 
knowledged  information  they  had  acquired, 
independent  of  the  claim  which  they  de- 
rived from  the  exclusive  merits  of  their 
previous  labours,  and  which  rendered 
them  so  peculiarly  fit  for  the  impoi^Bint 
duty  about  to  be  assigned  to  them.  The 
House  was  aware  that  sir  Thomas  Acland 
and  Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  were  not  members 
of  the  present  parliament :  instead  of  the 
first,  he  should  therefore  propose  to  insert 
the  name  of  sir  George  Hill  to  represent 
the  interest  of  the  sister  island ;  and  in- 
stead of  the  last,  that  of  Mr.  Smyth  of 
Cambridge. — The  noble  lord  concluded 
by  moving,  **  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  and  state  the 
Income  and  Expenditure  of  the  united 
kingdom  for  the  year  ended  the  5th  of 
January  1819;  and  also,  to  consider  and 
state  the  probable  Income  and  Expendi- 
ture, so  &r  as  the  same  can  now  be  esti- 
mated, for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of,  Ja- 
nuary 1820,  and  to  report  the  same,  toge- 
ther with  their  observations  thereupoiv 
to  the  House ;  and  also,  to  consider  what 
further  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the 
relief  of  the  country  from  any  part  of  the. 
said  expenditure,  without  detriment  tO' 
the  public  interests." 

Mr.  Tiemey  regretted,  that  as  the 
noble  lord  had  gone  into  such  detail,  he 
had  not  given  previous  notice  of  his  in* 
tention  to  do  so,  for  no  man  who  had 
heard  the  notice  of  motion  for  the  revival 
of  a  finance  committee,  such  as  bad  exr 
isted  in  the  last  parliiUDent,  could  have 
supposed  at  the  time  that  such  a  motion* 
would  be  accompanied  with  the  opening 
of  the  budget  for  the  year.  He,  as  well 
as  the  House,  were  taken  by  surprise  in 
this  instance.  He  was  not,  therefore, 
prepared  to  follow  the  noble  lord  into  a 
minute  examination  of  all  the  items,  but 
would  give  to  the  House  such  observa- 
tions as  occurred  to  him  on  hearing 
them.  He  was  rather,  surprised  to  hear 
from  the  noble  lord  an  insinuation  that 
the  present  might  b^  the  last  occasion 
when  the  exertions  of  the  committee 
would  be  required  — he  meant  sueh  a 
finance  committee  as  seemed  to  have 
been  first  intended,  and  was  really  ne-. 
cessary ;  but  if  the  committee  which  was. 
then  about  to  be  appomted  was  to  be 
only  of  such  It  description  as  the  last-*-if 
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•k  mu.  only  to  reoeive  ^m  the  govern- 
'uent  certain  budgets,   and  send   them 
back  to  the  Home  as  their  reports,  he 
.thought  it  was  of  very  little  consequence 
whether    they   were    continued  or  not. 
They  niight  as  well  be  cot  rid  of  all  at 
once.     They  were,  in  tact,  little  more 
-than  the  echo  of  ministers  on  all  the  ac- 
eonnts   whidi   wore   sent  up   to  them. 
They  consisted  for  the  most  part  of  mi- 
nisters  and  their  frioads,  with  a  few  gen- 
tlemen from  the  opposition  side  of  the 
House,  who  seemed  to  l»e  stuck  in,  by 
way  of  garnish:  indeed,  that  they  were 
more  dictated  to  than  dictating,  might  be 
easily  inferred  from  the  extreme  readiness 
with  which  they  offered   their  acknow- 
ledgments to  ministers,  on  those  occa- 
sions where  any  suggestion  of  theirs  was 
attended  to.    They  were  auite  a  different 
body  as  to  the  object  of  their  association 
and  research,  from  what  had  been  origi- 
nally intended.     .  A  finance  committee 
ahould  not  confine  itself  to  dry  reports  of 
what  was  or  what  was  not  the  amount  of 
certain  branches  of  our  revenue,  but  it 
should  inquire  what  was  the  amount  of 
the  reductions  which  it  was  possible  to 
make.    With  this  kind  of  inquiry,  how- 
ever, tlie  committee  did  not  seem  to  have 
given  itself  any  trouble  for  the  last  two 
years ;  and  if  one  might  judge  from  what 
they  had  done,  it  would  seem  that  the 
whole  and  sole  object  of  their  appoint- 
BMUt  and  continuance,  was,  to  hold  out 
splendid  promises  of  future   prospects, 
without  endeavouring    to    realize   any 
thing    advantageous    for    the   present. 
They  were  quite  diffisrent  from  the  finance 
comouttee,  of  which  the  predecessor  of 
the  Speaker,  the  present  lord  Colchester, 
had  ODoe  sat  at  the  head.     They  were 
quite  diftrent  from  another  celebrated 
ananee  committee^  and,  in  fiict,  from  any 
finance  coosmittee,  having  for  its  object 
an  inquiry  into  the  diiSBient  branches  of 
the  puUie  expenditure,  in  order  to  ascer- 
laia  how  and  whece  the  greatest  savmgs 
Mght  be  made*    Their  reports  were  only 
budgets  by  antictpation,  but  the  noble 
lord  s  speech  had  anticipated  those  ami- 
dpaiiona    In  fiu:t,  that  speech  was  made 
that  itself  and  iu  acoounto  might  be  set 
down  in  Uack  and  white;  and  the  House 
would  £nd  the  whole  of  them  detailed  to 
It,  ift  about  a  fottnig^t's  time,  when  the 
irst  report  of  the  committee  should  come 
down.    Instead  of  any  new  reduotions 
•ttggested,  they  would  find  only  a  dry  de- 
tail of  what  might  be  expected  on  that 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


'score,  at  some  future  period*    Tlie  noble 
lord  had  talked  a  great  deal,  aod  built 
most  sanguine  expectations,  .upon  what 
ha  called  the  present  flourishing  state  of 
trade.     He  was  not  prepared  to  deny 
(not  being  equally  well  armed  with  the  se- 
veral accounts  and  ^gures  as  he  seemcid 
to  be)  that  the  noble  lord's  statement  was 
well  founded.    But  if  the  noble  lord  was 
right,  all  the  mercbanu  with  whom  he 
(Mr.  Tierney )  had  conversed  on  the  sub- 
ject,  and  the  number  was  by  no  means 
small,   were  wrong ;  .  for  ever;^  one  ^f 
them,  to  a  man,  bad  taken  quite  a  dif- 
ferent view  of  the  question.  —  Without 
going  at  present  into  a  very  minute  e/Mi* 
mination  of  this  aliegied  prosperity,  might 
not  a  great  part  of  it  be  traced  to  the  im« 
mense  paper  isaujBS  ?     The  manufactujr^s 
were  likely  to  flourish;   but. there  wese 
two  things  to  be  takai  into*  that  account : 
capital  was  plenty-^he  spoke  of  capital, 
paper  so  cslled-^and  labour  was  chsap ; 
put  both  those  circumstances  together, 
and  the  glonnng  picture  which  had  been 
drawn    might   be   accounted   for.     He 
would -ask  whether  that  could  be  called  a 
flourishing  state  of  trade  which  rested 
upon  such  bases  ?   He  should  be  told  th4t 
this  was  speaking  theoretically.     He  did 
not  mean  to  rest  it  upon  theory,  nor  even 
upon  the  opinions  of  the  practical  gentle- 
men on  his  side  of  the  House;  but  he  would 
have  it  explained  by  some  of  the  practical 
gentlemen  opposite.  They  might  settle  the 
matter  satisuictorily,  at  lesst  their  expe- 
rience would  bear  out  his  assertion.— 
He  now  came  to  the.  substantial  part  pf 
the  noble  lord's  speech  — the  improve* 
ment  in  the  revenue*     He  agreed  that 
there  was  a  gr^at  improvement,  and  he 
congratulated  the  House  and  the  country 
Upon  it.    It  was,  however,  only  what  ibey 
had  been  tau^t  to  expect  by  the  antici- 
pations of  the  finance  committee,  but  he 
would  take  it  as  it   was   stated.*    Tiie 
noble  lord  said  the  total*  sum  in  which 
the  revenue  of  this  year  exceeded  the 
preceding  was  S^SOOfiOOl.     The  noble 
lord  might  be  right,  and  he  ( Mr.  Tierney) 
wrong.    But  he  wished  to  see  what  was 
the  exact  sum  which  would  be  available 
fi»r  .the  present  year.     He  looked  upon 
the  total  sum  not  as  5,S00,(XXV.  but  as 
S,400,00(M.,  from  which  there  was  to  b^ 
deducted  1,000,000^    There  would  then 
remain  only  2,S0O,00(y.  which  could  be 
calculated  upon.     Admitting  thia  sum, 
and  evea  a  little  more,  how  did  it  bear 
out  the  argymeat  which  was  fouaded 
(2B) 
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upon  it  ^  The  voUe  hird  had  Mud,  tbtt 
the  meeine  and  expenditure  wodd  meeti 
and  that  there  woold  remain  a  autplin. 
There  never  wee  a  etooter  aMertton  than 
thif,  nor  one  which  was  more  calculated 
te  give  general  satisfaction  to  the  Home 
and  the  coantry,  if  ii  could  be  prored. 
Btit  the  noble  lord,  in  building  up  this 
argument,  and  drawing  so  happy  a  cor- 
clusion  from  it,  bad  thrown  out  of  his 
▼iew  altogether  the  sinking  fund  -«-  that 
which  he  could  not  but  imagine  was  a  bor* 
Ihentotbeeountry.  This  heconceived  was 
a  delusion  on  the  part  of  the  noble  lord ; 
and  it  would  be  a  most  complete  ddusion 
on  that  of  the  House,  to  imagine  that  this 
question  of  a  budeet  could  be  fairly  dis- 
cussed without  induding  the  sinking  faa4. 
In  order  to  put  the  matter  in  a  way  in 
which  it  would  be  more  intelligble,  he 
'  should  tiJce  it  thus : — He  took  the  surphis 
ef  the  consolidated  fund,  after  consider* 
ing  the  income  as  opposed  to  the  charee 
upon  it,  to  be  2UfiO0L  But  did  the 
noble  lord  state  what  was  to  be  done  with 
this?  He  would  explain  the  matter. 
There  Was  an  old  debt  upon  that 
fbnd  of  9,S00fiO0l. ;  upon  this  the  noble 
lord  was  also  ^olly  silent*  Then  he 
Y  Mr.  T.  V  shoald  say,  that  before  one  fiu*- 
•  thing  or  the  surpios  «f  that  fund  could 
be  made  ankilable  to  the  expenses  of  the 
current  year,  the  whole  of  the  old  debt 
upon  It  must  be  wiped  oE,  If,  then, 'this 
"sum  or  surplus  were  added  to  the  debt  of 
last  year,  ttiere  would  be  an  improvement 
in  this  year  of  8,000,000/. ;  and  on  the 
5tfi  of  January,  1S20,  ^dl  the  advance 
which  the  eeuntry  would  have  made  would 
be  toget  dear  ef  the  oM  debt.  It  was,  eid- 
dent  then,  that  this  auf(^us  of  theconseli- 
datedfund  ootdd  not  be  taken  into  the  ways 
•and  means  of  the  present  year ;  and  wliat 
was  to  be  taken  into  tnoae  a^ys  and 
mesms  ?  There  ware  the  land  end  asalt 
tax,  the  war  and  exdse  taxes,  and  the 
lottery ;  the  whole  ef  wbieh  wwuld  sot, 
after  dednetiortdl  expenses  of  ooHection, 
exceed  nK>re  tnao  7,000,0002.;  tihatwas 
the  very  outside  of  the  whole  amount  ef 
hitome  towards  covermff  the  ^expenses  of 
the  army,  the  navy,  tfie  ordnaooe,  and 
the  miscellaneous  services.  Beyond  those 
7,000,000^  there  was  nothing  else  that 
any  one  knew  of.  He  might,  perhaps, 
except  the  mflHon  which  was  oue  from 
Prance,  and  which  the  country  were  led 
te  expect  wonid  be  paid  iqpoiitheeeiap 
cuation  of  the  French  tersitevy.  lie 
'Would  ask  therigbt  hen^itke  ehaMtller^f 


the  exchequer  whettier  that  ««n  imn 
likely  to  be  forthcoming  this  year  i  He 
presumed,  aa  the  right  hbn.  gentlemati 
did  not  make  a  sign,  that  that  sun  could 
not  be<:alculated  upon.  Well,  then,  bow 
was  the  difference  between  die  income 
and  the  expenditure  to  be  supplied,  or 
how  would  the  noble  lord  support  the  as* 
gument  that  both  ends  woula  raeet^-that 
the  income  would  be  equal  to  the«i(pen- 
diture,  and  lihat  there  would  be  a  surpliM  f 
But  then  they  were  told  there  were  to  be 
reductions.  The  noble  lord  said  he 
should  be  glad  to  take  adnoe  wbere  he 
could  with  propriety.  He  (  Mr.  Tieioey ) 
would  be  muOD  obliged  to  the  noble  lord 
for  attending  to  his  adviee»  and  gkd  if  it 
produced  mw  impression.  Bat  he  be* 
lieved  hemlgnt  say  with  truth  on  this,  es 
well  as  on  another  occasion,  that  it  ms 
the  late  general  election  which  had  pro- 
duced the  impression.  He  did  net  aop« 
pose  for  a  moment,  that  his  edviee,  or 
the  advice  and  wisdom  of  Seneca,  wocdd 
have  produced  any  imprasMonon  die  hoe. 
gentlemen  opposite,  it  not  supported  b^ 
the  cooniemgn  of  the  public,  it  was  the 
recent  strong  aad  general  expression  ef 
public  opinion,  the  iinaninoua  calls  for 
economy  from  one  end  of  timi^ingdom  to 
the  other,  which  had  made  an  improaMrm 
on  the  noble  lord  and  hiscoUeagaea,  aed 
to  wUch  was  due  env  foeeed  afMt  ef 
theirs  to  economise.  He  had  «iot  Uesself 
called  last  year  for  any  particular  ledtte- 
lk>n,  but  diose  with  weooa  he  had  the 
honour  to  act  did.  They  aiked  for  e'ie« 
doction  of  5,000uien  in  thearnqF  athome 
and  in  the  colonies.  The  demand 
astonished  Ae  noUe  lord  »aod  faia  eol* 
leagues— a  reduction  of  5,000  men  I  it 
was  monstrous ;  nobody 'iever  beard  .ef 
such  a  thing  under  the  :oircumstaneaa ; 
but  the  voice  of  Ae  people  eofaned  the 
demand.  The  call  ior  wdootien  wea 
heard  in  e^cty  part  of  the  couociy ;  end 
what  was  the  ooosequenoe  ?  *W]iaten|jbC 
naturally  have  been  expectedM^^sms  enlr 
the  redaction  of  5,000  Vnen  srav  agreed 
to,  butmioisters  theomelves  oemeforwoql 
to  prepoee  that  9,000  should  be  rednnea 
besides  the  army  in  £amee  [  Hear  !]}•  It 
was  not«  then,  to  the  ecooeasioal  diseesi- 
tieos  of  mmisters,  which  we  owed  theae 
measaras,  bnt  to  the  efcet  of  Ihet  neeas 
aity  wUdi  they  oeold  not  eentroL  It 
ahoold  be  vecellseied  that  diere^fas  lilde 
rednctieo  in  thetmry  t  but  in  the  «vBnr« 
the  navy,  -end  the  ordnanee,  the  whoia 
eom  espeeted'tojbe  aaved*weald 
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|0  M  mofi^  than  400|00QL    He  woald 
«dnit  thut  J||ui  Mving  reolljr  mado  wopid 
be  Qiorej  b^t  from  die  ctrcamatancet 
yUeh  Ihe  aeble  lord  had  mentioaedy  the 
fldl   ium   of  700fi00l.  saved  in    those 
biwiches  vottld  oot  be  available  this  vear. 
Hoirever»  supposing  the  whole  or  the 
iiedeetioQf  to  make  the  expenditure  this 
Tear  leas  by  m  million  tbao  that  of  the 
ksCy  ibere  would  still  remaitt  ajo  expen- 
diture io  be  pr.ovide4  f^r  ai^ountiag  to 
90fiOWKXiL  .  He  spoke  from  re^^^lleotion 
ouly*  but  he  took  toe  expenditure  of  Jast 
year  to  be  not  less  than  $1,000,000/. 
Then,  admitting  IfiOO^OOOl.  less  for  the 
pesettt  jriear,  how  was  it  to  be  met  {  He 
Md  showfit  that  the  chancellor  of  the 
esobeqoer  bad  not  ways  and  means  that 
any   penoa   yet   knew   of,    exceeding 
TffOOObOQOL    How  were  thirteen  enore  to 
be  made  up?   For  after  all  the  reduc- 
lionSf  tbers  would  still  remain  that  sum 
to  be  provided  for.    How  could  any  man 
in  his  senses  seyt  that  with  an  income  of 
only  7iOQO,0O0^9  and  an  expenditure  of 
90^000,(XXM.,  both  ends  would  be  made 
to  meet,;and  a  surplus  left  i  It  was  a  mere 
ju|^le  to  assert  such  a  thing,  and  a  juggle 
which  be  did  not  suppose  there  was  a 
man  in  the  House  or  country  who  would 
»et  treat  as  such.     Where  was  the  sink- 
ing fund,  or  n^at  had  been  said  about  it? 
It  would  be  said  that  there  was  a  sinking 
fund  of  l^OOOfiOOL,  at  least  it  would 
seen  be  nearly  that  sum.;  but  to  support 
it,   it   would  be  nec^asary   to   borrow 
18>000,000t    Aifuaieau  fou^d^  upon 
the  strenstb  ef  iSat  im^  as  applicable 
to  the  publto  servjoe^  would  be  a  gross 
delusion.    Tet  it  was  a  delusion  which 
had  loo^  been  piaclised.    It  was  a  delu- 
eioD  which  had  bew  and  woald  still  be 
a«N»ened  by  the  fioanoe    committee. 
They  weuM  say   that  our  expenditure 
iraaao  much,  aed  ciur  income  (putting 
the  aiakiag  fund  as  it  were  in  a  paren- 
aheais)  waa  eo  much*    But  how  did  that 
apply. to  the.  leal  income  with  which  the 
eKpeoditure^was  te  be.  met  i    The  fact, 
wasi  there  was  only  -a  sum  of  about. 
a&MOOL  which  could  be  looked  on  u  a 
aurplua,  and  of  that  be  had  spoken  before. 
Jde  baned  lo  be  uadentood  as  not  psean- 
ss«  to^ject  to  the  principle  of  awaking 
Aid.    He  .bad  alwaya  been  one  of  its 
aoM  wawttseppofteis.    Bat  it  was  abso- 
lute moeksry»  idown-riflhft  delusion,  to 
Jalkoftbaedmitageaor  eaioking  fund, 
^phiiai  4bo  gwHumepia  paa  obliged  to 
taioir.ft  aemef  liftOOfiOOl.  Otgreaa  lo 


support  it.  Then,  what  was  to  be  dope  i 
He  would  not  a^y^  that  fiiith  shoula  be 
broken  with  the  public  creditor ;  but  be 
did  ssly,  that  the  system  which  bad  been 
and  was  still  pursued  by  ministers,  would* 
lead  to  Jthat  or  fo  some  other  measure 
equally  dangerous.  He  should  again  a^k 
«-for  m  lo<3dng  at  this  crippled  state  of 
finance,  the  question  naturally  arose— 
how,  under  sucn  circumstances,  could  the 
Bank  Jbe  expected  to  pay,  while  govern- 
ment were  confessedly  unable  to  make 
good  'their  engagements  to  them  ?  And 
vet  in  this  very  state  of  things,  the  right 
hon.  the  chancellor  of  .the  exchequer  was 
about  to  caU  .upon  them  that  nig||bt  to 
vote  2ifi00  fiOOl.  of  exchequer-bills  in  one 
line,  without  coming  to  the  point  of  whe- 
ther that  would  relieve  the  country  from 
iu  difficulties.  Would  the  House  consent 
to  this?  Would  they  allow  ministers  still 
to  go  en  in  the  same  way  without  looking 
to  the  consequences  to  which  it  must  oa- 
turallv  lead  ?  He  trusted  noU  But  he 
would  tell  them,  that  if  they  did  srant 
the  sum.ofMr  .demanded,  ,they  would  find 
that  next  |rear  the  same  plan  would  be 
continued,  if,  indeed,  before  that  time  it 
did  not  destroy  itself.  Would  the  noble 
lord  say,  with  these  facts  staring  him  in 
the  £M:e,  .that  the  country  was  in  a  most 

Sros^rotts  state,  that  we  were  going  on 
ourishinglv,  and. were  the  astonishment 
of  the  world  i  J^e  conceived  that,  instead 
of  being  in  a  prosperous,  we  were  ab- 
solutely in  a  frightful  situation ;  and  if 
the  world  looked  upon  us  .with  astonish- 
ment, he  should  only  say,  well  thej 
lei^t,  for  he  believed!  tjiat  never  ^u  any 
period  did  .we  present  such  a  melancholy 
picture  of  financial  decangement--gQii^ 
qn  borrowinff  year  after  year,  in  time  of 
oeace«-and  flattering  ourselves  that  we 
had  a  sinking  fund  to  bring  us  out  qf  our 
difficulties,  when  in  fact  we  were  obUged 
to  support  that,  by  still  borrowing.  Hh 
did  not  mean  to  deny,  that  if  peace  were 
of  long  continuance,  the  country  pos- 
sessed resources  which,  if  properly  ap- 
j»lied,  might  bring  us  out  of  our  difficul- 
ties. He  was  as  san^ine  on  that  head 
W^  any  member  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment could  be ;  but  suppose  a  war  should 
arise-^what  was  then  to  be  done  i  The 
chancellor  of  theex^equer  aiight  as  well 
think  of  raising  the  dead  as  of  raising 
another  large  loan.  He  would  then  have 
jooourso-  for  that  would  be  his  only  re- 
medy—to spviemeasure  of  excessive  taxa- 
4ioB^  iw.ta  ()i^  Alse.. kiod  of  curceiicyi 
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eoiintrjT*    tlk  nbble  friend  had  foHowed 
Che  eoone  pur^uled  |^^  the  finance  cdm- 
nit  tee,  and  confided  hiinfelf  Co  the  actual 
teo^ipts  and  expenditure  of  the  country ; 
but  the  right  hon*  gentlebian  had  taken 
the  whole  charge  of  the  ebnsolidated  fund 
and  the  sinichig  fund,  and  had  then  shown 
that  our  expenditure  had  considerably 
exceeded  our  receipts.    It  was  impossibie 
but  the  expenditul'e,  in  this  viei^»  must 
liave  considerably  exceeded  the  revenue, 
as  so  considerable  a  part  of  the  war  taxes 
bad  been  abolished.    A  part  of  the  teve- 
nue,  amounting  to  more  than  fifteen  rail- 
Kons,  bad  been  at  onde  repealed*    Had 
this  feiniount  of  taxation  dot  been  repealed, 
the  right  hon.   gentletoah   would   have 
found  that  the  revenue  would  have  consi- 
derably exceeded  the  n^ole  df  tdbe  charge; 
When  these  taxes  w^e  abolished,  two 
eonrses  were  open  to  parliamtet.    It  was 
undoubtedly  then  Competent  to  parlia- 
ment to  consider  whether  they  would 
proceed  by  rapid  and  energetic  tneasures 
to  effect  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  by 
continuing  the  whole  of  the  war  taxes,  or 
to  proce^  in  the  way  which  had  been 
adopted,  in  effecting  the  redaction  of  the 
debt  inore  slowly,  by  repealing  a  great 
amount  of  taxes.    One  or  either  of  these 
tourses  could  have  been  adopted ;  but  it 
Was  impossible  for  ministers  both  to  re- 
peal a  ^at  amount  of  taxes,  and  at  the 
aame  time  efiect  a  rapid  reduction  of  the 
debt— tfiev  could  not  i^cohcilei  impossi- 
bilities—they  could  not  bdth  e§^  an 
bnikiense  payment  6f  debt,  and  relieve 
the  public  from  heavy  taxes.    Parfiattetat 
bad  thought  fit  to  thieve  die  country 
from  fifteen  milllof^s  of  taxes,' and  thus 
they  necessarily  and  UnaVoidablv.  by  theft 
own  act,  prevented  the  eftct  wm ch  would 
bave  been  produced  in  the  t^emptionf  of 
debt  by  these  fifteen  millions  annually. 
Parliament  had  chosen  to  do  this — be 
would  not  say  they  had  acted  utiwisely^^ 
but  they  had  chosen*  to  du  it,  contraVy  to 
bis  recommendation  [Hear;  hear!].  But 
It  Would  appear  fVom  the  s]^«eeh  of  the 
figfct  hon.  gentl^mafn,  that  he  Was  an  ad- 
vocsile  for  a  taote  vigorous  syttetai   of 
taxation.    However,  'it'  #hs  thought  by 
'parliament  that  a  i<eduetiM  of  audi  an 
-amount  of  taxation  WotM  mdre   than, 
-Mnlpettate  for  the  fietf-redemptibn  df 
>febt,  by  the  relief  #lftcb  if  wwild  afford 
to  the  county  in  iu  dht^lMd  iiate.    ft 
was  ^d^nt,  koWevfsr,  'tbM  this  nian  6f 
i*^>ellHng  so  ^gMst  tel  4iflMiat  hi  ttxei, 

'«A  ttfuiiiig  td  iijKhdtetf  ihd#dWMattc- 


thn  vf  debt,  by  the  subsequent  improve* 
ment  of  the  revenue,  reouired  a  long 
continuance  of  peace.  We  had  now 
ascertained  that  that  improvement  had 
commenced  which  was  calculated  on,  and 
that  we  were  now  making  a  progress  in 
the  reduction  of  our  debt,  and  his  expe^ 
tation  was,  that  the  reduction  would  be 
greater,  from  year  to  year,  firom  the  im* 
provement  of  our  resources  [Hear,  bear!] 
Whatever  the  riffht  boo.  gentleoMu  might 
think,  be  would  ask,  if  any  man  could 
have  foretold— not  in  1792— but  even  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war  m  180S— 
that  that  war  would  continue  so  aaany 
voars,  and  leave  us  with  a  debt  of  eight 
hundred  milKona— that  he  could  possibly 
bave  imagined  in  every  year  after  the 
peace  some  part  of  tlw  debt  would  be 
reduced,  and  that  in  the  third  year  thero 
even  would  be  a  clear  surplus  of  three  or 
fbul*  millions  a-year  beyond  the  expend!* 
turei  This  would  not  only  have  been 
beyond  the  hopes  of  any  man  at  that 

Kriod,  but  would  indeed  have  seemed  to 
bevond  the  bounds  of  possibility^ 
Such,  however^  was  the  real  state  of  the 
case,  even  after  the  abolition  of  seventeen 
millions  of  annual  taxes.  With  respect 
to  his  plan  of  operations  for  the  pesent 
year,  he  could  only  answer  the  rignt  hen. 
gentleman,  as  he  had  answered  an  hon. 
member  some  nights  ago— 4ie  would  not 
prematurely  tie  up  his  own  hands,  but 
would  reserve  to  himself  the  power  of 
adopting  those  measures,  which  the  situa« 
tion  of  public  affsirs  rendered  most  expe- 
dient. He  should  certabl^  endeavour 
to  select  sudi  measures  as,  m  the  judg* 
ment  of  bis  own  mmd  and  in  that  of  hia 
colleagues,  should  seem  most  advisable. 
He  was  imppv  to  be  able  to  assure  the 
House,  that  the  revenue  continued  in  the 
same  flourishing  state.  From  the  rapid 
progress  it  had  lately  made,  the  prospect 
Tor  the  country  was  most  fkvourable. 
Last  month  the  revenue  had  exceeded 
that  of  the  same  month  of  last  year  in 
nearly  as  great  a  proportion,  as  that  of 
the  same  month  of  last  year  bed  dene 
that  of  the  year  preceding.  He  oonfi* 
dendy  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  reve- 
nue-of  this  veer  would  at  least  keep  up 
to  that  of  last  vear.  He  Wosted  that 
•he  had  afforded  the  rigbt  hon.  gentlemau 
and  the  House  all  the  explaaatieo  wfaioh 
they  wished  for  at  present;  forlher  d^ 
tails  he  should  Im  ready  to  give  in  the 
committee* 
Mf.  JEWaefmdyhe  should  ju»t  sow  havo 
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tifeen  tp  coBiume  tte  tioid  ef  the  H«lWi  i 
but  for  tlM  confident  tone  in  which  tbo 
BoUo  lord  and  tho  cbanodlor  of  tho  ex- 
chequer had  apokeo  of  the  state  of  the 
commerce  of  the  country.  According  to 
the  noble  lord»  it  apoeared  from  our  ac* 
count  of  exports  and  imports,  that  the 
•sports  of  this  year  had  exceeded  those 
of  any  former  year,  excepting  1815*  la 
1815»  the  great  amount  of  export  vas 
owing  to  the  particular  state  of  this  coun- 
try and  of  trade  at  that  time.  Our  ware- 
houses were  then  full  of  all  sorts  of  color 
aiial  goods,  which  had  come  into  this 
coimtry  firom  the  enemies  colonies,  and 
which,  on  the  return  of  peace,  necessarily 
went  to  the  continent ;  and  the  markets  of 
4he  contioeat  were  also  bare  of  our  manu- 
jfaotured  goods.  All  the  goods  of  4he 
•  enemies  Mlonies  must  have  found  their 
mtj  to  the  place  of  consumption*  and  that 
place  of  coosumption  was  the  continent. 
Since  that  time,  the  trade  we  bad  derived 
from  the  sources  alluded  to  had  failed  us. 
We  had  restored  to  other  powers  those 
colonies;  and,'ac that  particular  time,  too, 
the  continent  was  making  an  effort  to  re- 
aume  their  roanu&cturea,  which  Juid*  ia  n 
.great  measure,  been  destrojed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  war.  Having  drawn  the 
4Utention  of  the  House  to  the  circnm- 
.atances  of  1815,  Jie  would  now  advert  to 
those  of  1818.  Now,  as  to  the  cause  of 
the  increaae  of  trade  in  1818,  the  ohan- 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  could  best  inform 
the  House.  He  had,  in  fad,  created  that 
-trade  by  his  loans  firom  the  Bank,  and  his 
-exoesaiveissaea  of  exchequer  bills,  which 
fiiroed  the  Bank  to  extend  their  issues, 
and  enabled  every  man  who  wished  to  ex- 
tend his  dealings,  to  have  any  command 
of  money  he  i^aaed,  at  a  reduced  rate  of 
interest.  No  man  who  imagined  he  saw 
:m  chaoee  of  profit  in  any  branch  of  trade, 
•could  be  at  a  loss  to  obtain  the  funda  at 
•a  reduced  rate  of  interest.  All>thisbad 
incraasid  the  trade  of  the  ceuntty.  But 
what  had  been  the  consequence?  The 
exportation  had  been  so  great,  that  ihcse 
•  was  not  a  market  ia  Eurapo  or  Am— >j^ 
where  British  manofiMtores  eadd  not  be 
bought  cheaper   than   io  thia   ooontry 

£  Hear,  hear  g  There  had  been  a  fidl  in 
1  coansodities  of  SO-or  80  |ier  «siit. 
Why  Aad  they  Imea  reduced  la  pitca? 
Ja  oonseqaeoce  of  the  dNmyaof  oocum- 
ataneas^ fMduoad  ia  our.aflaeynBarket. 
Xheae  .mo  had  lent  mamea  to  (the  sner- 
ahaat.aosr  cdled  for  it  agam.  The  oon- 
oC  that  wasy^hotliosmioroed 


to  bring  his  coi^moditiea  to  marfcet  at  a 
tipae  when  money  was  scarcf .  The  price 
ceased  to  afford  the  manufacturer  an 
adeauate  return,  and  qansequently  hia 
stock  went  down.  We  were,  therefore, 
not  merely  to  look  to  the  effect  of  the 
ipeasures  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  on 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  but  also  to 
their  effect  in  the  manufactures  of  the 
couotry.  We  bad  had  money  in  plenty, 
and  manufactured  goodt  were  in  great 
demand,  because  there  was  a  plentiful 
supply  of  money.  Then  came  a  scarcity, 
and  then  a  depression  of  our  manufactures. 
Look  to  the  p^fesent  state  of  the  country. 
There  wasnot  a  manufacturer  in  Coventry, 
ybo  by  working  fourteen  or  fifteen  hours 
a  day  at  present  could  earn  more  than  six 
shillings  a  week.  The  master  gave  tho 
workman  a  certificate  that  be  had  worked 
such  and  such  a  time,  and  the  man  went 
regularly  to  the  parish  for  the  remainder 
pf  his  subsistence.  When  they  were  dis* 
cussing  a  subject  of  this  natnre,  they 
ought  to  look  to  the  causes  of  all  those 
distressing  vicissitudes^,  and  those  causae 
all  arose  out  of  the  vicious  aystem  of 
finance  of  the  right  hen.  gentleman.  The 
great  exportation  of  1815  had  had  the 
effect  of  raising  the  exchaage  above  par 
in  1816.  But  then  came  the  loan  from 
the  Bank,  and  the  enonnoua  issues  of  ex- 
chequer bills.  He  had  no  doubt  but  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  conscienti- 
ously believed,  that  by  the  steps  he  wax 
pursuing*  he  should  be  able  ao  to  raise 
the  funda  as  to  reduce  the  intereat  on  a 
considend>le  part  of  our  debt,  and  tbua 
e&ct  a  great  saving  to  the  country. 
Then  the  French  loans  began,  and  then 
there  was  a  great  depression  of  the  ex- 
changes. Persons  .wotdd  not  employ 
Ihriir  capital  at  hofooat  low  interest,  but 
would  tend  it  srhere  they  could  get  better 
interest.  Last  year  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  been  able  to  raise  the 
steaks  to.BS.'  Those  whohad advised  him 
to  attempt  to  raise  the  stocks  ao  high, 
«ith  the  view  of  paying  off  the  5  per 
cents,. then  left  him  in  the  lurch,  and  sold 
ouL  The  chanoeUor  of  the  exchequer 
had  at  length  found  out  the  error  of  hia 
posrer,  that  he  oonU  create  aa  much  paper 
as.  he.  pleased.  Loan  aucqfMded  loan  in 
Aance,  on  which  heavier,  interest  was 
paid  than  the  rate  ia  this  country.  Hie 
anteraaL^f  .the  Petersbui]^  atoek  was 
from  .10. to  15  ^per  cent.  America  too, 
.which  .Ml  ixyiag  oudi.jNiyments,  was 
pajiag  a  jaii^iBtafirstt    Mfhen  all  these 
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aottfoes  were  open  to  the  capitalist  it  was 
iraposgible  to  think  that  he  would  lend  it 
to  this  goverament  at  so  very  reduced  a 
rate  of  interest.  He  was  sorry  he  had 
troubled  the  House  so  long  [  Hear !]  He 
had  only  a  few  words  more  to  say  to  those 
ffentlemeny  who,  like  himself,  were  there 
for  the  first  time.  He  had  the  greatest 
confidence,  both  in  the  means  and  energies 
of  the  country,  and  he  thought  that  with 
proper  management  our  difficulties  might 
be  &irly  got  over.  But  if  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  continued  to  borrow 
one  day  for  tne  purpose  of*  raising  the 
price  of  the  public  funds,  and  to  issue 
paper  merely  for  the  purpose  of  producing 
a  temporary  prosperity,  it  was  impossible 
that  things  could  proceed.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  that  he  did 
not  consider  himself  bound  by  what  he 
had  formerly  stated  in  answer  to  his  right 
hon.  friend  on  the  floor.  There  were 
twelve  millions  which  required  to  be  met 
in  one  way  or  other.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  left  it  uncertain  whether 
he  was  to  raise  these  twelve  millions  by  a 
l6an  or  by  exchequer  bills.  But  be  pro- 
tested against  the  principle  of  issuing  ex- 
cheouer  bills  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
istocK  at  80,  to  pay  off  loans  borrowed  at 
52.  There  was  no  opposition  which 
could  be  offered  to  a  measure  of  this  kind 
which  he  would  not  offer. 

Mr.  Protheroe  stated,  that  he  was  one 
of  those  who,  at  a  time  when  many  were 
desponding,  had  expressed  a  strong  opi- 
nion that  the  distresses  of  the  country 
were  of  a  temporary  nature*  His  view 
had  been  confirmed  by  the  turn  which 
things  had  afterwards  taken.  He  could 
not  help,  however,  thinking  that  ministers 
relied  too  much  on  our  exports  and  im- 
ports. The  fact  was,  it  was  notorious 
that  the  commercial  system  of  this  coun- 
try had  very  much  altered*  Instead  of 
tlie  cautious  conduct  for  which  our 
traders  used  to  be  distinguished,  there 
was  now  a  strong  tendencv  to  bold  and 
adventurous  speculation.  This  soirit  was 
visible  in  all  our  dealings,  from  tne  moat 
extensive  to  the  more  humble  class  of 
traders.  How  far  this  had  been  increased 
bj  our  paper  circulation,  he  could  not 
pretend  to  nay.  Whatever  might  be  the 
atate  of  our  exports  and  inports,  it  was 
certain  that  there  was  now  very  great 
distress  in  the  country.  He*  knew  that 
very  many  of  the  traders  of  this  country 
were  of  opinion  that  it  was  impossMe  to 
check   the   piper    circidationt    without 
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giving  rise  to  the  utmost  distress.  He 
himself  thought  it  could  have  been  checked 
last  year ;  but  he  confessed  he  was  one  of 
those  who  shuddered  to  think  what  the 
state  of  the  credit  of  this  country  might 
be,  if  the  paper  circulation  were  now 
checked.  He  had,  however,  with  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  preceded  him,  the 
strongest  confidence  m  the  spirit  and 
energy  of  the  country,  which  he  was  per- 
suaded would  soon  TOCover,  if  not  injured 
and  checked  by  perpetual  fluctuations  in 
the  state  of  our  circulation. 

Mr.  Maedonald  said,  he  did  not  rise  to 
go  into  the  general  consideration  of  a 
subject  so  important  as  that  which  had 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  House- 
Had  he  been  disposed  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  debate  to  adopt  that  course, 
he  should  have  been  precluded  from  ad* 
hering  te  it  by  the  incomparable  speech 
of  his  right  hon.  friend.  It  appeared, 
however,  to  him,  that  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  arrived  at  a  somewhat 
singular  conclusion,  with  respect  to  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  that  speech. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  inferred 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  was  in  favour  of 
a  vigorous  system  of  taxation.  He  would 
have  judged  more  correctly  in  arguing 
that  he  was  in  favour  of  a  vigorous  sys- 
tem of  reduction.  Was  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  willing  to  co  •operate  in  the 
prosecution  of  Uiat  system?  He  waa 
desirous  of  protesting,  for  one,  on  tfaia 
occasion,  against  the  presumption  that  bjr 
assenting  to  the  formation  of  the  pro- 
posed committee,  he  was  precluding  him- 
self from  the  right  of  bringing  forward 
any  specific  measure  of  retrenchment 
which  he  might  think  important  to  the 
public  interest.  It  was  npt  his  wish  to 
disparage  the  former  committee,  or  to 
underrate  the  value  of  their  labouia.  It 
could  not  be  denied,  that  they  had  ren- 
dered considerable  service  to  the  coun- 
try ;  but,  at  the  aame  time,  it  could  not 
be  concealed,  that  the  good  which  waa 
done  might  have  been  much  greater* 
Committees  of  this  description  had  also 
this  evil  connected  with  them— that  they 
operated  as  a  screen  to  the  adminiatration, 
and  divided  that  responsibility  which 
ought  to  rest  exdosiveiy  on  the  servants 
of  the  crown.  He  was  utterly  at  a  loss 
to  conceive,  why  the  inquiriea  of  the 
former  committee  liad  not  been  directed 
to  the  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue* 
An  hon.  member  f  Mr»  Maherly )  who  had, 
malateapeecfa^  aiscovered  great  intelU* 
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gence  0b  ibis  ciibjeeC,liad  calculated  that 
an  ammal  saving  of  two  millions  might  be 
made.  Undoubtedly,  a  very  considerable 
saving  might  be  carried  into  effect.  Not 
hating  heard  the  lilt  of  the  noble  lord, 
he  ahould  now  go  no  further  than  to  ob* 
serte,  that  unless  the  committee  in  ques* 
cion  ihould  be  composed  of  men  deter- 
mined to  discharge  their  duty  honestly 
and  impartially,  of  men  who  would  pay 
no  regard  to  the  patronage  of  the  crown^ 
merely  as  such,  ne  mudi  feared  that  its 
appointment  would  be  detrimental,  in- 
stead of  producing  any  solid  advantage 
to  the  country.  • 

Mr.  Hart  Dams  stated,^  that  there  was 
a  considerable  depression  in  the  country, 
and  that  iaterest,  which  was  last  year  at 
so  Iowa  rate,  was  now  at  8  or*10  per 
cent.  Any  sudden  reduction  of  the 
circulation  most,  therefore,  operate  in  a 
▼ery  ruinous  way  on  the  manufactures  and 
agriculture  of  the  country.  With  reprd 
to  the  ksue  of  exehequer  bills,  he  diftr- 
cd  from  an  hoo.  gentleman  who  hadspoken 
last  but  two.  There  was  always  wanted 
a  large  sum  in  this  country,  which  could 
b*  commanded  at  any  time— a  casual 
capilaL  By  raising  OMney  by  issuing  ex- 
chequer bills  to  meet  this  demand,  go* 
▼emoMnt  had  saved  to  the  country  a 
large  som  in  interest  every  jear.  The 
oa^  measure  at  present  to  look  to  was, 
to  see  that  the  Bank  did  not  draw  in  its 
issues,  but  continued  to  give  to  manufac- 
turers and  agriculturists  a  regular  supply. 

The  BDOtion  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee,  to  consist  of  the  following 
members,  was  appointed:  vis.-— Lord 
Castlereagh,  Mr.  Bankes,  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  lord  Binning,  Mr. 
Bootle  Wilbrabsm,  Mr.  Peel,  Mr.  Hart 
Davis,  sir  George  Clerk,  Mr.  Frankland 
Lewis,  Mr«  Husldssony  Mr.  Tremayne, 
Mr.  Nicokon  Calvert,  Mr.  Davits  QB- 
bert,  Mr.  Cartwright,  Mr.  Hollbrd,  Mr. 
Littleton,  lord  Clive,  Mr.  Gooch,  sir 
George  Hill,  Mr.  Smyth,  and  Mr.  Cal* 
craft« 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tundayt  February  9* 
Ovf icxs  III  RxvaasioM.]    Earl  Groi- 
vsiior  rose,  in  consequence  of  hit  notice  to 
make  a  motion  on  the  subject  of  Offices 
in  Reversion.    What  he  then  proposed 
was  merely  a  asotion  for  reventons  grant- 
ed by  Uie  Crown,  bat  Jie  now  meant  to 
extend  Ms  object  telker*    The  asotioa 
(  VOL.  XXUX. ) 


which  he  had  first  to  propose  was  so 
similar  to  others  which  had  formerly  been 
agreed  to  by  their  lordships,  that  he 
could  not  anticifiate  any  difference  of  opi- 
nion upon  the  subject.  With  respect  to 
the  second  motion,  it  might  perhaps  be 
thought,  by  some,  liable  to  objection; 
though,  as  Its  object  was  merely  to  obujn 
information,  he  could  not  see  any  solid 
ground  for  resitting  it.  He^  was  not 
going  to  propose  a  bill  for  putting  an  ead 
to  the  granting  of  sinecures,  or  for  sus- 
pending the  power  of  granting  them  fbr 
a  limited  period,  though  that  was  a  nro- 

J)osition  which  had  already  obtained  their  * 
ordships'  approbation  :  all  he  meant  to 
ask  for  was,  that  an  account  might  be 
presented  to  their  lordships,  snowing' 
what  offices  had  been  granted  in  revefsioii 
during  the  last  year.  Their  lordships  had 
formerly  obtained,  on  orders  they  had* 
made,  accounis  of  grants  in  reversion  fbr 
a  much  longer  period.  There  could, 
therefore,  be  no  obiection,  in  prinetple,  to 
the  motion  he  had  now  to  submit.  It 
was  true,  that  aAer  what  had  passed,  both 
in  this  and  the  other  House  ol  Parliament, 
on  the  subject  of  reversions,  he  could  not 
expect  any  thing  else  than  a  blank  return 
to  bis  motion ;  still  it  was  desirable  that 
the  return  should  be  made,  in^  order  that 
parliament  aad  the  public  might  be  in- 
formed of  the  fact.  Publicity  could  not 
fail  to  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  in 
this,  as  well  as  in  other  afiairt  connected 
with  the  adminittration  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  was  the  best  prevention  of 
abtise;  and  however  well  disposed  mi- 
nisters mrght  be,  one  of  the  best  securities 
for  Uieir  acting  properly  was,  the  know- 
ledge that  every  transaction  in  which  they 
were  engaeed  must  be  submitted  to  the 
tribunal  of  public  opinion.  From  a  due 
respect  to  that  opinion,  he  believed  his 
maiesty's  ministers  had  for  some  time  ab- 
stained from  granting  any  places  in  rever- 
sion, except  one  which,  notwithstanding 
the  nature  of  the  office,  and  the  person 
to  whom  it  was  grsnted,  be  could  not 
help  reffarding  as  a  violation  of  the  prin* 
ciple  that  no  farther  reversions  were  to 
be  granted.  Besides  the  motion  he  men- 
tioMd  yesterda;^  for  an  account  of  the 
grants  in  reversion  during  Isst  year,  he 
meant  to  move  for  a  return  w  grants 
made  by  other  authorities.  He  tlioo|ht 
that  the  same  rule  which  had  been  spplied 
to  granta  direct  fVom  the  Crown,  should 
be  made  applicable  to  public  bodies  of 
I  every  descfiftioo.   It  srai  their  lordships' 
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daij  lo  endeavour  to  correct  all  kinds  of 
abuses ;  and  it  was»  above  all  Uiingt,  de- 
sirable, that  ouestioDs  of  this  kind  should 
be  laid  completely  bare ;  for  if  any  thing 
more  than  another  tended  to  disgust  the 
public,  it  was  an  endeavour  at  conceal- 
ment in  public  affiiirs.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore*  that  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
his  second  proposition.  His  great  object 
in  wishing  to  prevent  grants  in  reversion, 
was»  to  remove  that  bar  to  the  abolition  of 
aioecures  and  useless  places  which  these 
grants  presented.  Much  had  been  al- 
ready done  towards  the  abolition  of  sine- 
cures; but  their  lordships  would  recollect, 
that  in  the  bill  which  had  been  Intro- 
dueed  on  this  subject,  it  was  the  wish  of 
Ike  noble  and  learned  lord  to  except  three 
offices,  namely,  that  of  the  derk  of  par- 
liament, the  clerk  of  tlie  pleas  of  the 
court  of  Excheauer,  and  the  lord  justice 
general  of  Scotland.  These  offices  had 
1^01  been  preserved.  There  were,  be- 
sides, as  he  had  already  said,  several 
offices  in  the  gift  of  public  bodies,  of 
which  it  had  £ien  the  practice  to  grant 
reversions.  Of  these,  he  apprehended 
parliament  ought  to  have  cognizance; 
and  it  was  with  a  view  to  oblisin  necessary 
information  for  their  lordships,  Uut  he 
now  submitted  two  motions.  First,  for 
a  return  of  all  grants  in  reversion  of 
offices  held  under  the  Crown,  since  the 
1st  of  January,  1818.  Secondly,  for  a 
similar  return  of  all  grants  of  offices  in 
reversion  by  any  public  authority  what- 
ever.p— The  first  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Lord  Chancelhr  doubted  whether 
the  second  motion  was  so  framed  as  to 
produce  any  practicsl  result.  He  was  at 
a  loss  to  know  what  the  noble  lord  meant 
by  the  general  teim  public  authorities. 
Did  he  mean  departments  of  state,  public 
boards,  and  courts  of  law?  It  appeared 
to  him  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
noble  earl  to  specify  what  bodies  or  per- 
sons he  meant  by  public  authorities.    . 

£arl  Grosvenor  wished  the  motion  to 
be  as  ffeneral  as  possible,  and  for  that 
reason  bad  chosen  the  term  public  autho- 
rities*. He  was  desirous  of  obtaining  a 
return  of  mnts  in  reversion  from  every 
publie  body  by  which  such  granu  were 
made. 

The  Earl  o(  Liverpool  thought  that  the 
notion  must  be  di&rentljr  framed.  No 
such  term  as  public  authorities  was  known 
in  the  law  or  constitution  of  the  oountry. 
How  was  the  proper  officer  to  proceed 
when  such  an  ardei^  fhuned  according  to 


the  noble  earl's  motion,  should  be  p«l 
into  his  hand?  It  would  be  imposnble 
for  him  to  know  on  whom  he  ought  to 
serve  it. 

Lord  HoUand  did  not  think  the  objection 
to  the  motion  valid.  There  were  a  great 
many  acts  of  parliament  in  which  the  term 
public  authorities  occurred ;  it  was,  there* 
fore,  singular  enough  to  assert  that  it  was 
unknown  to  the  law  and  constitution  ot 
the  country.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
parliament  had  a  right  to  call  upon  all 
public  authorities,  generally,  for  any  in« 
fomiadon  thejr  coula  aftrd ;  but  if  a  par- 
ticular specincation  were  necessary,  the 
noble  secretary  of  state  was,  from  hb 
office,  better  qualified  than  any  other  per- 
son to  say  how  that  oueht  to  be  done, 
and  might  teach  his  noble  friend  how  to 
readi  his  object. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  said,  that  the 
House  certainly  possessed  the  right  of 
calling  for  intormation ;  but  wben  a 
noble  lord  proposed  that  such  a  call 
should  be  made,  he  ought  at  least  to  ex- 
plain distincUy  what  he  meant  to  call  for. 

Earl  Groivenor  said,  he  had  purposely 
framed  the  motion  in  as  p;eneral  terms  aa 
possible,  because  it  was  his  object  to  reach 
all  grants  in  reversion  of  sinecures  and 
places  of  every  kind.  His  widi  was,  to 
obtain  returns  of  those  grants  which  werw 
not  made  directiy  bv  the  Crown;  bat  aa 
he  undentood  that  there  was  no  intentioD 
to  oppose  the  principle  of  this  motion,  he 
wouia  withdraw  it«  with  the  view  <rf 
brmging  it  forward,  on  a  future  occasioo, 
in  a  shape  which  he  hoped  would  be  m^r^ 
satisfactory  to  their  lordships. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuetday^  Fdnruary  9. 

InisR  Grakd  Jury  PRESximfBirTs 
Bill.]  Mr.  Dawion  presented  a  petition 
from  the  county  of  Londonderry,  praying 
for  the  revision  of  the  act  psssed  in  the  last 
session,  respecting  Grand  Jury  Present- 
ments in  Ireland.  In  doing  this,  he 
begged  to  be  understood  by  his  right 
hon.  friend,  that  the  petitioners  in  no 
part  complained  of  the  principles  of  the 
measure  which  he  had  introauced.  He 
allowed  that  the  former  system  of  grand 
jurv  presentments  in  Ireland  was  indefen- 
sible; and  that  the  grossest  .abuses  pre- 
vailed in  the  application  of  the  money, 
to  rvse  which,  the  tenaatiy  were  pressed 
to  the  ground  by  taseS|-iiader  ibe  wne 
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of  ammtf  ratei.  The  petitioiit  which 
wat  iigiiM  by  ahnoil  all  the  magittrateiy 
oonplaiaed,  thatf  firom  local  circuni- 
atanoeit  the  act  was  inoperatiTe  in  the 
county  of  Londonderry.  Before  a  pre* 
aentment  was  nade  to  the  mnd  jury»  Jt 
was  required  by  this  act»  that  it  should 
be  approved  by  a  surveyor  and  three  oi»- 
gtstratesy  who  were  to  possess  certain 

Sualifications  there  specified.  The  qnali* 
cation  was  a  certain  amount  of  freehold 
property  or  long  leases ;  but  it  happenedy 
that)  in  the  county  of  Londonderry^  a 
great  proportion  of  the  most  active  ma- 
gistrates were  the  holders  of  church 
leases,  who  were  thus  incspadtated  from 
giving  their  consent  to  the  presentments* 
Without  the  assistance  or  the  maps- 
trates  thus  excluded,  it  was  almost  im- 
possible that  any  presentment  could  be 
nade.— The  petition  was  brought  up 
and  read.  On  the  question^  That  it  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Sir  J.  SUMttft  said,  he  disq>proved  al- 
together of  the  act  respecting  grand  juries. 

General  Hart  said,  that  the  old  svstem 
of  grand  jury  presentments,  which  had 
been  abolishea,  had  been  productive  of 
much  benefit  to  Ireland,  and  only  re- 
ottirad  time  to  bring  it  to  perfection ;  but 
tae  present  system  rendered  the  carrying 
on  of  miblic  works  impossible.  When 
the  jod^ies  had  recommended  at  the  as- 
staes  the  employment  of  the  poor  on 
public  works,  it  had  not  been  found  pes- 
aible  to  follow  their  advice,  in  consequence 
of  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of 
prasentments. 

fir*  Vcsey  FiiggeraU  said,  he  would  lor 
the  present  avoid  ^ing  into  any  topics 
that  did  pot  immediate!  v  ariie  out  of  the 
potion  just  presented  to  the  House. 
Whatever  miaht  have  been  the  operation 
of  the  act,  the  House  and  the  country 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  at  least,  do  jus- 
tice to  the  motives  of  those  by  whom  it 
was  introduced,  to  their  anxiety  for  the 
public  interests,  and  their  desire  to  put 
down  abuses  which  were  disgraceful  to 
the  laws  and  injurious  to  the  morals  and 
the  weMare  of  the  Irish  people.  He,  for 
one,  had  no  other  motive  than  to  promote 
the  public  good;  and  he  would  not 
taiaely  or  sil^tly  submit  to  any  imputa- 
tions which  gentlemen  might  think  fit  to 
oaat  upon  the  bill.  As  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  gentleman  who  presented 
the  petition,  he  had  nothing  to  complain 
o^  nor  would  he  now  deny  but  that  local 
causes  might  have  rendered  it  difficult, 


at  a  partlbular  time,  to  carry  the  provi* 
sioos  of  the  law  into  execution,  how- 
ever easy  they  might  be  executed  in  other 
paru  of  Irdand,  and  however  well  they 
might  have  operated.  But  he  would  b^ 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  in  the 
candid  statement  he  hM  made.  He  had 
said,  that  most  disgraceful  abuses  and 
most  intolerable  burthens  pressed  upon 
the  people  of  Ireland  before  the  enactment 
of  toe  law  now  complained  of.  The  hon. 
gentleman  who  presented  the  petition,  bad 
spoken  of  him  in  terms  too  flattering; 
but  he  hoped  he  might  say,  without  any 
breach  of  personal  delicacy,  that  his  mo-^ 
tives  were  at  least  pure,  and  his  aseal  un- 
tainted bv  any  personal  consideration, 
when  he  labourea  to  overturn  a  system 
pregnant  with  public  evil.  This  system 
mi^t,  in  the  eyes  of  some,  be  looked 
upon  with  interest  and  with  tenderness 
—they  might  bewafl  its  fall  as  the  fall 
of  an  old  friend— they  might  describe 
it  as  an  institution  innocent  as  it  was 
ancient.  He  had  never  quarrelled  with 
the  institution  itself;  it  was  of  its  abusee 
that  he  had  always  complained;  it  was 
those  abuses  that  he  had  always  laboured 
to  overturn.  On  the  difirent  occasions 
when  he  had  brought  the  subject  before 
the  House,  he  hm  admitted  the  excel- 
lency of  the  ancient  laws,  but  it  was  ma- 
niieit  that  time  and  corruption  had  created 
many  abuses,  and  that  new  measures  were 
indispensable.  But,  however  necessary 
these  measures  might  have  been,  the 
House  would  recollect,  that  the  dutv  of 
revising  the  ancient  law  was  not  a  duty 
voluntarily  undertaken  by  him— it  was 
not  until  the  reportsof  difierent  committees 
had  been  laid  before  parliament;  it  waa 
not  until  those  abuses  became  manifest, 
and  loudly  called  for  the  interference  of 

Sovemment,  that  he,  as  a  member  of 
lat  government,  brought  forward  some 
measures  to  aseet  an  evil  so  flagrant  and 
so  extensive.  He  was  not  insensible  of 
the  odium  which  his  exertions  had  col- 
lected on  him;  he  had  felt  it,  even  in  the 
very  county  he  represented.  Govern- 
ment were  pledged  to  investigate  the 
causes  of  so  much  public  abuse;  they 
did  investigate— and  ne  would  now  chal- 
lenge those  who  complained  of  the  pre- 
sent law,  whether  they  could  bring  the 
tenth  part  of  the  abuses  which  were 
proved  to  flow  directly  from  the  old  sys^ 
tern  iHiich  they  wished  to  re-ettablisb, 
against  the  new  law  which  th^y  wished  t^ 
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rqwal.     He  could  hkotdf  prate  man^ 
abuses  which  ceme  imraedlateljr  under  hit 
centtdecation-    On  the  ether  hand,  that 
some  imperfections  might  be  found  in  the 
late  law,  he  did  not  mean  to  deny.    It 
was  difficult  to  avoid  some  errors^t  was 
difficult  to  have  every  thing  complete  and 
perfect*  when  we  substituted  new  regula« 
tioofi  for  those  which  had  existed  tor  a 
century  before— which    had    grown   up 
with  the  institutions  of  the  country— and 
which  had  been  administered  by  a  body 
so  transitory  as  that  of  a  grand  jury.    But 
he  thought  it  rather  hard,  that  gentlemen 
who  withheld  themselves  from  the  investi* 
gation,  who  refused  to  contribute  their  la* 
boar  or  their  information,  should  now  oom- 
pUin  of  what  they  never  took  any  trouble 
to  correct.    He  did  not  impute  any  thing 
unhandsome  to  gentlemeni  hut  it  too  fre- 
quently happened,  that  men  could  not 
endure  the  success  of  a  measure  which 
they  had  originally  opposed ;  they  looked 
on  its  success  with  envy,  and  hailed  its 
fill!  with  an  uawovlhy  pride.    The  prin- 
oiple  he  aanctioned  waa  the  principle  of 
^form— it  was  a  principle  that  would  not 
aanction  the  eiqwndtture  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, without  having  that  money  strictly  ac- 
Qounted  for ;  this  waa  a  principle  which 
deserved  the  support  of  the  House,  nor 
would  they  entertain  the  views  of  those 
who  said,  *'  return  to  the  old  system,  and 
throw  the  labours  of  the  late  parliament 
away."    He  would  not  conceal  the  fact, 
that  in  various  parts  of  Ireland  objec- 
tions were  made  to  the  grand  jury  laws  aa 
they  now  stood.    It  would  be  uncandid 
on  his  part  not  to  state  the  hct ;  the  more 
particularly  as  he  understood  some  county 
meetings  were  about  to  be  held  against  it. 
It  had  been  stated,  that  the  provisions  of 
the  law  were  not  found  practicable:  he 
would  ask,  were  they  tried  ?     He  would 
lament  the  inconvenience  of  the  coun- 
try; but  that  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
law.     If  it  was  shown  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law  could  not  be  put  in 
Ibroe,  he  would  be  the  first  to  abandon 
it;  but  he  could  not  help  saying  that  the 
assertion  made,  that  the  law  prevented 
the  pfiising  of  presentments  and  the  em- 
ployment of  the  people,  was  a  gross  mie» 
representation,    inconvenience  might  in 
some  pboes  have  occurred^  but  in  most 
parts  of  Ireland  the  law  operated  to  the 
advantage  of  tlie  country*  and  he  would 
implore  the  House  not  to  touch  on  the 
principle  of  the  Iaw<^that  principle  which 
gave  security  and  protoctioD  to  toe  people 


that  the  public  money  should  be  apjdied 
to  useful  purposes,  and  should  not  be  ad* 
vanced  without  being  strictly  aeooimted 
for.  Highly  as  he  valued  and  respected 
those  gentlemen  who  compose  the  grand 
juries  of  counties  in  Ireland,  he  could 
not  forget  that  they  were  a  transitory, 
and,  therefore,  not  a  responaible  bodv*^ 
that,  pressed  as  thev  were  with  a  variety 
of  other  business,  they  had  little  time  to 
bestow  on  presentment  accounts;  but 
when  those  accounts  were  examined  ia 
open  court  by  magistrates  at  quarter  ses- 
sions, and  when  no  account  could  pass 
without  their  sanction,  he  considered  that, 
process  a  great  security  for  the  proper 
appropriation  of  the  money  of  the  people. 
The  hon.  gentleman  who  presented  the 

{petition  had  called  on  him  to  amend  the 
aw.    Could  he  anticipate  the  sentiments 
of  others^  as  he  did  those  of  the  hosu 
gentleman — could  he  suppose^  that  ther*. 
like  him,  were  sincere,  he  would  willingiy 
uadertake  any  duty  that  the  Houseshoold 
impose  on  him ;  but  he  felt  that  theiw 
was  an  objection^  in  the  minds  of  seme, 
to  the  ver}'  principle  of  the  law ;  he  felt 
thai  their  object  was  not  to  amend  it,  but 
altogether    to    overthrow    the  principle 
upon  which  it  was  founded,  ami  he  wosM 
therefore  beg  to  liberate  himself  from  any 
further  inteiference.    Indeed,  it  would  be 
but  a  fruitless  effort  on  the  part  ef  any 
individual.    He  recollected  when  the  bar 
was  first  brought  ia»  recommended  as  it 
was  by  the  necessity  of  tiie  case,  and 
aided  as  it  was  by  the  support  of  govern** 
ment,  it  was  with  difficulty  that  it  passed 
through  the  House,  and  he  feared  that 
the  principle  of  that  law  could  receive 
little  support  from  the  unassisted  efforts 
of  an  individual  unconnected  as  be  now 
was  with  the  government  of  the  countr5^ 
He  would  therefore  decline  the  task,  sod 
be  should  make  but  one  obaervation»-<*ho 
would  make  it  with  earnestness,  and  with 
a  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject. .  It  was,  that  the  gveat  object  eff 
the  law  deserved  the  protection  of  his 
majesty's  government,  and  he  implored  of 
tliem  to  protect  it.    It  W8s»  he  repeatedf 
too  much  fior  an  unassisted  individual  9 
and  when  he  recollected  that  the  object 
of  that  law  was,  to  overturn  a  system*  the 
growth  of  a  century,  he  was  net  sue- 
prised  at  the  opposition  it  met ;  he  was 
not  surprised,  however  he  saight  lament, 
that  he  had  been  so  often  called  to  battle 
both  in  and  out  of  parliament.    He  would 
beg  to  atatCf  that  when  a  eight  faon«  bare* 
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Mt  hii  Ibnaerlf  broDght  iMfm  AitHouM 
the  ataie  of  Iraandy  b»  figbt  boo.  lirknd 
(  Mr.  Peal)  and  bioMMsIf  had  pledged  tbem- 
aelves  to  in? estigate  this  rery  subject,  as 
a  rabject  deeply  affscting  tlic  poMic  and 
the  local  interests  of  that  couotrj.  He 
bad  beeoi  be  fieared,  betrayed  into  too 
long  a  siatemeat ;  but  be  assored  the 
House  that  be  bad  abstained  from  many 
tbingt  which  pressed  upon  his  feelings ; 
he  had  too  much  reason  not  to  expect 
auBjr  beatile  attempta  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  grand  j«ry  Taws ;  whenever 
they  were  made»  be  should  rise  in  hie 
place  to  eonbat  tbeoi— but  be  felt  it 
right  to  auto  that  there  his  interference 
ahoald  end* 

Sir  //..  ParmM  satd,  that  he  concurred 
with  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
nan  opposite^  on  the  subject  of  the  Irish 
praod  jury  laws«  He  therefore  conceived 
at  to  he  nia  duty  to  support  him  on  the 
wresent  occasiont  and  to  resiaty  with  all 
lis  ability,  the  opposition  which  was  then 
BMdiing  to  the  measuve  which  he  had  so 
wiaely  and  ably  originated  and  conducted. 
The  fight  hon.  gentleman  bad  filled  his 

Kst  roost  bonoorablv,  and  he  therefore 
ped  that  the  appeal  which  he  had  made 
to  the  House  would  have  iu  due  elbet; 
and  that  the  tiseful  work  which  he  bad 
commenced  would  net  be  deserted.  The 
opposition  to  it  had  no  feundation  on 
whicb  it  could  firmly  resL  The  new  law 
leiiutrad  that  no  application  of  money 
aliould  be  nwde  witnout  the  enuninalion 
of  the  magistracy ;  and  be  did  not  find 
^t  any  material  error  bad  been  com- 
mitted  by  the  promoters  of  the  law  in 
forming  that  enactment.  In  the  county 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent,  he 
RHist  say  that  the  law  had  met  with  the 
most  complete  success.  The  chairman  of 
the  magistracv  at  the  sessions  in  hia  own 
county^  to  whom  he  had  applied  for  in- 
formauen  on  the  point,  had  informed  him 
that  no  difficoky  bad  occurred  at  their 
aessioaa;  but  that,  on.  the  contrary,  the 
operataon  of  the  law  had  been  eminently 
■uoceasfd.  This  he  stated  from  his  own 
inquinea ;  and  he  feared  that  gentlemen 
who  censured  it,  did  net  alwaya  take  the 
precautJDu  of  undeivtandiiig  it.  hx  the 
aseiaes,  before  that  law  had  been^  tried,  in 
the  Queen's  Cbunty,  the  amount  of  the 
Dcesentments  wtas- 15,000^  but  when  that 
mm  cnse  into  operation,  the  amount  of  the 
pvesenlmenu  waa  only  4X)0QL,  and  %fiOOL 
of  this  sum  was  disappvouad  of  by  the 
iMgtstnteaadtbacpiancrseBsionsf  Thus. 


did  It  work  as  the  Queen'a  County ;  and 
if  the  law  bad  operated  so  beneficially 
there,  he  could  not  see  why  it  ahould  not 
equally  operate  in  other  counties.  Tem* 
porary  causes  might  prevent  it  for  a  sea* 
son,  but  it  was  founded  on  a  prindf^ 
that  must  ultimately  operate  for  the  good 
of  the  country.  Ihe  hon.  baronet  con* 
eluded  by  expressing  hb  hope,  that  the 
request  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  be  attended  to  by  bis  ■Hnesty'a  go« 
mnaieot.  aod tUt th^ wod^pportii 
measure  which  promised  to  promote  the 
morality,  and  to  protect  tbeiotereita  of 
the  Irinh  people. 

Sir  Qentrge  //ftf  hoped,  that  aa  he  waa 
the  representative  of  the  dty  of  Landon* 
derry,  the  House  would  bear  with  the 
observations  which  a  sense  of  duty  im* 
pelled  htm  to  make.  He  waa  peepared 
to  amie,  from  the  words  of  the  pelitieB 
itseuTthat  the  petitioners  were  not  hoetile 
to  the  prineaDle  on  whkh  the  present  irisb 
grand  jury  laws  were  founded.  Thc^ 
prayed,  indeed,  for  the  repeal  or  amendU 
roent  of  the  present  laws,  but  they  did  net 
wish  to  get  nd  of  the  principle  on  whieh 
they  rested.  He  was  truly  aony  to  hear 
the  declaration  of  hia  right  ban.  Ifiead^ 
that  be  abould  decline  to  take  the  leed  in 
tbia  Bsatter,  because  he  was 
the  want  of  his  right  hon.  frieud'a 
ration  would  be  a  eeriooe  injuij  to  ttu 
cause  which  he  was  advocatiiig. 

Mr.  F.  FkngftrM  said,  that  as  for  « 
be  coald  lend  hia  aid,  be  would  wilHngiy 
assut  in  any  umendmeats  that  might  be 
found  necessavv  in  the  law,  provided  the 
principle  of  the  law  itoelf  was  oot  ai4 
tempted  te  be  destroyed.  Aa  to  the  pe* 
titioners,  nothing  was  further  from  hia  in« 
tention  than  to  impute  any  boatility  te 
them.  As  to  the  riabt  hen»  buaonet,  be 
did  not  mean  to  appqr  any  obeervution  to 
him.  He  was  the  gentleman  who,  in  that 
House,  Imd  eeoonded  the  measure.  He 
gave  it  his  support :  every  part  of  it  waa 
submitted  to  bis  consideration,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  Iris  sanction. 

Mr.  pied  said,  he  observed  with  re^et 
the  inattention  and  listlessnesa  with  whioh 
the  House  were  looking  upon  a  question 
so  important  to  the  interest  and  prospe* 
rity  of  Irehind*  For  his  own  part,  hw 
conceived  that  the  aSura  of  Irelaad,  re- 
htively  situated  ae  Ireknd  was  towarda 
aa,  and  with  the  comparative  minority  of 
members  whioh  she  sent  to  the  Britisb 
parliament,  deeerved  to  engage  the  eeci« 
oui  consideration  of  the  House  wbeaever 
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tbey  came  before  it.    He  satd,  Umt  nota 
iiDg^e  atstzes  had  iatenrened  before  the 
advantages  of  the  present  syitem  were 
dearly  and  distinctly  seen ;  and  he  there- 
fore trusted,  that  it  would  not  be  on  slight 
or  inconsiderate  grounds  that  they  would 
think  of  abandoning  it.     He  wished  to 
explain  to  the  House  a  few  of  the  objec- 
tions to  the  old  system^  with  which,  most 
likdy,  many  members,  particularly  those 
who  had  bow  for  the  first  time  come  into 
parliament,   were  not  well   acquainted. 
They    were   greatly    mistaken   if  they 
thought  the  powers  of  grand  juries  in 
Ireland  did  not  exceed  those  of  grand  ju- 
ries in  England,  or  that  in  order  to  dis- 
pose of  the  money  of  the  land-owners,  the 
■ame   formalities    were   necessary    that 
were  observed  in  this  country.      They 
were  probably  not  aware,  that  grand  ju* 
lies  in  Ireland  could  dispose  of  the  money 
of  land-owners  to  an  almost  unlimited 
■mount,  by  means  of  what  were  techni- 
cally known   by  the  name   of  present- 
ments :  they  bad  in  fact  done  no  m  many 
cases  for   roads,   bridges,   and   various 
public  works;  so  that,  when  the  direct 
taxes  of  Irehmd  did  notezceed 4,000,000^., 
the  iodireet  taxes  imposed  by  grand  juries 
were  scarcely  less  than  one-fourth  of  that 
aum.     This  was  an  abuse  that  loudly 
called  for  a  remedy ;  and  it  was  the  more 
necessary,  when  it  was  recollected,  tliat 
the  sums  required  by  grand  juries  were 
dfemanded  with  scarcely  any  inquiry,  upon 
the  mere  representation  of  two  indivi- 
duak.     It  was  a  &ct,  that  sometimes  so 
many  applications  of  this  kind  were  made 
to  gcand  juries,  that  if  their  whole  time 
at  an  assises  were  devoted  only  to  them, 
thev  could  not  give  more  than  one  minute 
and  a  half  to  each  presentment.     The 
sums  ordered  were  accounted  for  in  the 
most  irregular  manner,  and  frequently  not 
at  all :  one  of  the  parties  makmg  the  pre- 
sentment was  called  upon  to  make  oath, 
and  this  was  deemed  sufficient,  until  he 
(Mr.  Peel)  m  his  official  capacity  had  en» 
tered  into  some  investigation  into  the 
abuses  and  frauds  practised,  and  found 
that  in  one  instance,  where  an  esttoMte  of 
19,000/.  for.  a  public  road  had  been  laid 
before  the  grand  jury,  the  expense  had 
exceeded  the  estimate  by  90fiOOLf   of 
which  the  grand  jury  had  also  directed 
the  payment;    and  the  surveyor,   had 
without  .all  warrant,  made  compensation 
to  parties  aooordinff  to  his  own  notions  of 
the  injury  aostaineOf  because  he  thought 
the  |iiry  summmwd  to  assess  the  damages 
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had  not:  asngted  a  suAcieot  sum.  la 
foct,  there  was  no  end.  to  the  abuses  under 
the  old  system ;  and  if  the  new  law.  was 
not  perfect,  and  he  was  for  from  saying 
that  It  waS|  at  least  it  was  a  material  im>f 
provement,  that  might  be  carried  further 
upon  subsequent  examinatiqp  of  the  sub- 
ject .  He  hoped,  at  lesst,  that  the  old  sys* 
tern  would  not  be  recunred  to,  until  it  bad 
been  found  that  all  attempts  to  remedy 
its  defects  were  unavailing. 

^  Sir  John  Nettmort  said,  that  the  objec- 
tions  made,  to  tne  new  law  were  as  yet 
only. prospective,  for  as  yet  no  opportu- 
nity of  ti^iog  it  had  been  affi>rded.    He 
admitted^  that .  some  defects  might  bo 
found  in  it:  experience  might  prove  that 
it  was  even  materially  c^cient;  but  at 
least  it  was  much  to  be  preferred  to  the 
old  system  of  j^resentments,  which  waa 
even  fuller  of  vices  than  of  advantages  £ 
if  he  were  required  to  choose  between  the 
one  and  the  other,  he  would  rather  resign 
all  the  benefits  of  the  old  svstem  Taad 
many  benefits  undoubtedly  flowed  iraoa 
some  parts  of  it),  than  consent  to  the 
continuance  of  the  vioes  which  it  in» 
evitabiy  occasioned.    The  great  improve* 
ment  upon  the  old  law  was,  the  publioity. 
given  to  the  presentmenb,  and  the  oods- 
pulsion  to  account  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  money;  but  be  thougnt  a  still 
further   amendment   might   be    accom- 
plished, if  a  clause  were  introduced  to 
render   the    pressure   of    the   burthea 
more  equal  upon  all  divisions  .  o£  the 
counties. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed. 


Criminal  Laws— Pbtitioh  op  trk 
Quakers  complainino  of  thrir  Sb-^ 
VRRiTT.I  Mr.  WMerfbree  said,  that 
be  had  been  intrusted  with  a  Petitioe 
which  he  considered  it  an  honour  to  hold^ 
and  which,  but  for  iodispositioD,  he  should 
have  laid  before  the  House  on  an  eariier 
day..  It  came  from  a  most  respectable 
body,  the  Society  of  Friends,  commonly 
called  Quakers,  and  it  called  upon  the 
House  to  take  into  its  serious  coosidera** 
tion  the  many  laws  under  whidi  ^^  pu* 
nishment  .of  death  was  inflicted.  The 
same  body^  acting  .with  that  sobriety,, 
temper,  and  moderation,  by  which  they 
were  distinguished,  had  been  on  mora 
occasioos  than  one,  the  first  to  point  out 
and  to  reprobate  the  existence  oi  evib  o£ 
the  highest  nmgnitude.  He  oould  not 
forget  -^  for  to  forget  it  would  be  the 
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height  of  ingraticade— that  the  Quakers 
were  among  the  earliett  of  those  who  had 
claimed  that  the  thrre  trade  should  he 
aholished,  and  had  nerer  been  backward 
in  promoting  any  cause  fiiTourable  to  the 
interests  of  humanity  [Hear,  hear!]. 
The  petition^  however,  desenred  the 
most  serious  attention,  not  merely  on  ac- 
count of  the  individuals  by  whom  it  was 
svoed,  but  on  account  of  the  importance 
of  the  question  to  which  it  related.  To 
that  guestion  it  was  fanpossible  to  advert, 
without  expressing,  tnough  faintly,  his 
deep  regret,  in  common  with  the  whole 
House  and  country,  that  it  was  now  left 
for  him  to  raise  his  feeble  voice  in  that 
cause  which  had  been  so  often  and  so 
ably  advocated  by  one  whose  name  would 
be  recorded  amoag  the  benefactors  of 
mankind,  and  whose  memory  would  be 
fondly  cherished  by  all  who  reverenced 
either  pnbUe  or  private  virtue— [Cheers 
from  all  sides]— a  man  whose  general 
knowledge  was  only  equalled  by  his  pro- 
fessional attainments,  and  who  brought 
to  the  aufajed  all  the  lighu  of  the  un&r» 
standing,  and  all  the  advantaces  of  ex* 
perienoe.  The  obligations  of  the  countiy 
to  the  unwearied  labours  of  that  most 
distinguished  and  lamented  individual 
were  acknowledged  by  fnends  and  ene* 
mies— if,  indeed,  the  term  friends  could 
be  applied  to  those  who  loved  him  with 
devoted  enthusiasm,  or  enemies  to  those 
who,  while  they  resisted  his  propositions, 
bad  admitted  the  benevolence  of  their  ob- 
ject, and  the  admirable  intentions  of  him 
who  introduced  them.  He  was  a  man  in 
whom  public  and  private  excellence  were 
so  united,  and  so  equally  balanced,  that 
it  was  difficult  to  say  which  had  the 
predominance;  those  who  knew  hfan 
only  as  a  awmher  of  parliament  would 
proliably  hold  that  his  public  principles 
Iwd  the  predominance,  while  those  who 
had  enjoyed  his  friendship  would  feel  sa- 
tisfied that  the  general  henevolence  of 
his  views  and  projeeu  was  exceeded  by 
the  endearing  qualities  of  his  domestic 
life.  The  country  had  been  deprived  of 
his  assistance  when  most  it  was  needed, 
and  when  he  had  proceeded  but  a  few 
steps  towards  the  completiDn  of  his  db* 
jict ;  those  steps  had  been  with  caution, 
though  without  hesitation ;  and  if  his  pro- 
gress .at  first  was  resisted,  opposition  in 
the  end  was  disarmed  by  the  persuasion 
of  his  eloquence,  and  conviction  *  com- 
pelled by  the  force  of  his  talents.  Al- 
tbeugh  deprived  of  its  chief  advocate,  it 


was  still  to  be  hoped  diat  many  sup* 
porters  of  the  cause  remained,  who,  at 
feast,  in  earnestness  and  zeal,  were  not 
behind  the  distinguished  individual  of 
whom  he  had  spoken :  it  was,  however, 
most  sincerely  to  be  lamented,  that  after 
all  that  had  been  said  and  written  upon 
the  subject  of  crimes  and  punishments 
smce  the  days  of  Howard,  so  little  lipd 
yet  been  done  to  remedy  the  increasing 
evil  against  which  the  petition  was  di* 
rected.  It  had  not  been  sufficiently  con- 
sidered that  the  moral  improvement  of 
offenders  ought  to  be  the  nrst  great  ob- 

K:t,  and  that  capital  ponidiments  would 
rendered  less  frequent  most  effectually, 
by  diminishing^  the  disposition  and  the 
motives  to  crime.  It  was  allowed  that 
the  uncertainty  of  the  infliction— the 
chance  which  every  ofiender  had  at  pre* 
sent  of  escaping— the  sort  of  gsmbling 
with  life  whicn  was  kept  up,  had  a  great 
tendencv  to  augment  crime ;  and  the  hie 
Judge  JDuUer,  in  a  conversation  which' ha 
wdl  recollected,  had  truly  said,  that  cri* 
minals  actually  calculated  the  odds  of 
escsping,  or  of  being  detected  and  pu- 
nished. It  hsd  been  said  by  the  highest  * 
authority,  that  men  in  all  situations  were 
disposea  to  calculate  the  chances  m  their' 
own  fiivour ;  but  this  was  peculiarly  the 
case  with  those  who  committed  efisnces, 
and  who  were  least  of  all  open  to  reftec* 
tioOf  beeause,  in  fact,  to  reAect  would  be 
to  repent  and  to  mend.  He  trusted  that 
some  individoBl  of  competent  knowledge, ' 
industry,  and  ability,  would  yet  be  found 
to  undertake  the  reform  of  the  criminal 
code,  and  by  recommending  the  altera- 
tion of  many  of  our  most  |Mnal  statutes, 
render  capital  convictions  and  executions 
less  freouent.  The  House  and  the  coun- 
try had  nad  some  experience  of  the  dif- 
ference between  tbe  two  systems:  by  the 
one,  oSmders  were  turned  into  the  paths 
of  ericse,  and  by  the  other  were  diverted 
from  it.  Proof  had  been  lately  affi>rded 
of  the  mode  in  which  females,  the  most 
abandoned  to  vice,  had  been  reclaimed 
by  the  almost  unaided  efibrts  of  one  be- 
nevolent woman,  whose  name  was  too 
wdi-knovn  to  need  repetition  [Hear, 
hear !].  It  had  been  said,  that  the  most 
excellent  things  were  subject  to  the 
greatest  corruptionSi  and  it  was  thought 
that  wonaen  were  sometimes  beyond  re- 
formation ;  but  it  appeared  that  the  eftrts 
of  considerate  kmdness  and  attention  had 
been  often  moat  effisotual  where  despair 
had  been  most  indulged.    In  his  earnest 
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AcqnaiottiKW  widi  Mr*  Fitly  that  great 
ttatewEBaa  had  admitted  the  necesnty  of 
diminiihing  the  number  of  capital  punish- 
ments; and  if  it  were  then  required,  how 
much  more  Tehenoently  was  it  called  for 
at  the  present  moment?  He  took  no 
small  share  of  shame  to  himself,  that  be 
had  so  long  neglected  a  subject  of  such 
importance ;  and  he  hoped  yet  to  be  able 
to  make  some  amends  for  it.  The  system 
of  transportation  was  perhaps  the  worst 
of  the  wDole;  for  those  who  were  compa- 
ratively innocent,  were  despatched  to  a 
country  where  they  could  only  mix  with 
those  whose  crimes  had  perhaps  reached 
the  most  gigantic  dimensions.  The  le- 
gislature had  been  criminal  itself  on  this 
point ;  it  had  abandoned  its  duty ;  it  had 
allowed  gttiltto  orow  to  its  full  dimensions^ 
instead  of  checking  it  in  its  infancy ;  and 
the  only  atonement  which  it  cotild  make 
to  the  oountry  was  by  seriously  applying 
itself  to  the  subject,  and  endeavouring 
to  diminish  the  evils  which  had  grown 
up  under  the  (U'esent  melancholy  system. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up  and 
read.    It  was  as  follows  :— 

•^  To  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Parliament  assembled.  The  respectful 
Petition  of  the  undersigned,  representing 
the  Society  of  Friends  commonly  called 
Quakers,  in  the  United  Kingdom»moweth, 

**  That  at  the  last  annual  assembly  of 
the  said  society*  the  awful  subject  of  the 
punishroent  of  death,  as  now  prevailing  in 
this  empire^  arrested  the  attention  of  the 
meeting,  inducing  seriotis  reflection,  with 
feelings  of  deep  commiseration  and  regret. 

**  Acting  agreeably  jto  the  instructions 
of  the  said  meeting,  your  petitioners  desire 
to  represent  their  firm  conviction,  that 
the  frequency  of  this  punishment,  ex- 
tended,  as  it  is  to  crimes  of  very  diflerent 
degress  of  guilt,  is  repugnant  to  the  mild 
and  bene vdent  principles  of  the  Christian 
relipen ;  and  they  would  further  express 
their  belief,  that  were  these  prinetples 
reeeived  and  acted  upon  to  their  full  ex- 
tent, were  the  genuine  spirit  and  precepts 
of  the  ffospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
implicitly  obeyed*  way  would  ultimately 
be  made  for  the  abolition  of  this  practice 
in  all  cases. 

«'  To  the  laws*  therefore,  as  they  at 
present  stand  with  regard  to  this  suhiect, 
year  petitioners  earnestly  and  respectfully 
entreat  that  your  deliberations  may  be 
ipeedily  directed^  in  order  that,  in  the 
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insddm  of  the  le^alatttre*  such  a  change 
may  be  effected  in  our  penal  code,  as  may 
whilst  it  shall  secure  the  erids  of  justice* 
imprint  on  it  the  characters  of  Chrktiao 
mercy,  righteousness*  and  love,  the  firmest 
bulwarks  of  society  and  government. 

**  Then  we  reverently  trust  will  the 
result  of  your  exertions  be  viewed  with 
acceptance  by  the  Most  High*  who  roles 
in  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  and  be  a 
means  of  obtaining  for  our  beloved 
country  his  continued  blessing  and  pro- 
tection." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  bo 
printed. 

Poor  Laws.]  Mr.  Siurges  Baumep 
pursuant  to  his  notice,  rose  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  present 
state  of  the  Poor  Laws*  with  a  view  of 
submitting  to  it  the  propriety  of  re^p* 
pointing  a  committee  for  the  investigation 
of  tills  important  subject.  Before*  how* 
ever*  he  moved  a  resolution  to  that  effect* 
it  appeared  to  him  to  be  right  to  ofiisr  a 
few  general  observations.  An  inquiry 
had  been  commenced  In  the  lastseiaioo  of 
the  late  parliaoient*  and  a  comouttee  had 
been  appointed,  whose  labours  were 
necessarily  Interrupted  by  its  dissolution. 
This  event  took  place  before  sufident 
time  had  intervened  to  enable  the  com* 
mittee  to  extend  their  inquiries  beyond  » 
certain  point.  It  took  place  too  at  a  timo 
unfiirourable  in  some  degree  to  the 
sueoesa  of  their  inquiries,  inasmoch  aa 
the  prospects  of  the  cotmtry  were  then 
clouded,  and  it  was  not  easy  to  distinguiah 
temporary  from  permanent  distress.  Tbo 
introduction  of  any  legislative  enactaMBi 
founded  upon  the  reports  of  the  coas* 
mittee  bad  been  thus  impeded  by  varioua 
circumstanoes,  and  the  measures  which 
were  actually  proposed  were  confined  to 
the  remedy  of  ttie  more  obviooa  and 
subordinate  evils  of  the  system.  Those 
ouesiions  which  involved  the  greatest  dif* 
nculty  had  been  left  untouclwd.  It  bad 
been  thought  H^bt,  however*  to  eaDploy 
the  intenral  in  circlilating  the  reportt  aa 
widely  as  possible,  ia  order  to  procure 
information ;  and  the  result  was*  that  plana 
of  improvement  had  been  forwarded  from 
agreataumber  of  parishes,  generalljrin 
favour  of  some  particular  change*  adapted 
to  their  own  respective  circumstances. 
This  might  satisfactorily  account  for  the 
delay  which  had  taken  place  in  the  deli* 
berationa  of  the  committee*  end  fur  the 
small  progress  they  had  made  in  providing 
or  djacovmng  any  general  reanedy.   ilee 
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wiikh  WM  istroduced,  and  re- 
timed the  Hmtftion  of  thai  House,  was 
MC  daassed  so  anexceptionabke  in  the 
elhet:  two  or  three  Giaines  were  ex- 
yoo^isK  "nd  it  wm  then  found  not  to  be 
eoassteae  witti  their  own  privileges  to 
yaw  it  with  these  idteralions.  Two  others, 
ene  relatiae  to  the  estabUshment  of 
pareebiai  benefit  soeteties,  and  the  second 
te  Htm  sobject  oP  settlements,  met  with  an 
ead  fidluret  from  the  want  of  time  to 
give  thaas  Adl  consideration.  What  he 
Bowpropoaed^tlierefore,  was,  to  re-appoint 
(he  ceoMninee  fot  the  purpose  ci  re-con> 
sideriBg  these  meaaarei.  At  the  same 
ttme  H  ougbc  to  be  uaderstood,  that  much 
Bidra  fwaained  to  be  done.  The  com* 
■rittsr  weald  have,  if  the  object  were 
ynetioaMey  to  devise  some  means  by 
which  the  great  and  arowhig  evil  ef  the 
poer««atee«^^«n  evil  whfeh  was  proceeding 
twtahe  the  whole  produce  ef  the  land  from 
the  owner  without  benefiting  the  poor, 
but  on  the  oentrary,  was  impairing  their 
morale  independenoe,  and  happmess— 
might  be  diminished.  Not,  indeed,  that 
be  waa  one  whose  hopes  were  very  san* 
gome  of  their  aeooess.  He  looked  for- 
wvrdr  however,  to  the  canse  receiving 
mmshienible  advantage  from  the  lid>0Qre 
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gmleoteiperritiooa  of  an  hon.  and  |eamed 
faodemen,  the  member  fbr  Winchelsea, 
^Mr.  Bvoogham).  That  hon.  member 
bad  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring 
temssd  seme  proposition  directed  to  this 
Mlicsl  mischief,  and  embracing  at  the 
aametime  an  e^oalisation  of  the  burden. 
Heooukl  aasora  him  that  the  oommittoee 
woald  hail  his  amislanee,  for  he  believed 
no  Bsan  vras  more  emiaeotly  qualified  for 
tim  perforaaanee  Of  so  arduous  and  im* 
jferlant  a  taric  aa  that  which  had  devolved 
MOD  them.  It  bad  not  been  consistisnt 
Willi  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's 
eMgagemenia  to  becoose  a  member  of  the 
eoiBmittee  in  the  last  parliament.  He 
slmnld  feel  great  satisfaction  in  the  at- 
tendance of  the  hoik  and  learned  gentle- 
ann  nma:|i  and  in  the  communication  of 
tiwser  |fisiMi-wbioh  bis  judgment  had  pn»- 
bab^siuMK  nSivarod.  U^  after  all  their 
OMBitiena  and  inauiiies,  they  should  not 
amte  the  great  ob^  witich  they  had  in 
vfeWf  the  public  he  trusted,  would  no«^ 
attriblite  tbeia  failwre  to  negligenee  or 
inaetivfi]^;  For  the  purpose,  therefore, 
oBedoptAig,  if  ^possible,  some  measure  fbr 
tie  <ei^mhiatloa>  of  this  alarming  evil,  he 
slmM  SDOve,  ^  That  a  eommiitee  be 
aMHimteiaoFtMMdet  of  the<  Pem^aws. 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


and  to  report  their  ob^eliratioM  tbcreupoii 
from  time  to  time." 

Mr.  Cnrwen  said,  the  hen.  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  wfts  entitled  not 
only  to  the  individual  thsniM  of  every 
member  of  that  House,  but  to'  the  appro'- 
batton  of  the  country  at  large,  for  the 
ability  and  perseverance  with  wbtch  he 
applied  himself  to  this  subject.    It  was, 
therefore,  with  some  pain  that  he  rose  to 
oppose  the  motion  for  a  committee.    For^ 
though  he  thought  that,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  appointment  of  a  committee 
was  the  best  course  that  could  be  resorted 
to,  in  order  to  bring  stiffieient  evidence 
before  the  House,  yet,  as  there  now  &p«> 
peered  to  be  a  complete  detail  on  tmt 
most  important  and  alarming  subject,  he 
conceived  they  ought  at  once  to  meet  the 
question  fairly,    l^hing  could*  be  dotr^ 
in  the  committee  to    remedy  the  evili 
complained   of;    they   could    only   b^ 
removed  by  a  great  atid  comprehensive 
view  of  the  subject,  taken  by  those  whos6 
situation  in  the  state  gave  them  an  oppor<* 
tunir^  of  investigating  the  question,  with 
a  reference  to  all  the  various  relations  (^ 
the  countrj^  and  who  alone  were  able  to 
take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility 
of  such  measures  as  appeared  best  calci^- 
laced  to  efl^t  this  object.    Out  of  th<* 
very  inherent  principles  of  the  poor-lawi 
arose   moch  of  the  evil  of  which  thd 
country  complained ;  for  certainly,  when 
these  laws  took  out  of  the  hands  of  indi- 
viduals the  trouble  of  providing  for  thecA'* 
selves,  they  rendered  them  more  careless 
ef  then*  own  personal  welfare.    This  was 
evident  from  the  commencement  of  the 
system,  when  means  were  taken  to  provide 
for  pauperism,  instead  of  preventing  it-^ 
in  tne  first  instance,  by  the  operatioti  of 
shame,  and  ultimately  by  the  assistance 
of  terror.    Poor-houses  were  etected,  and 
held  out  fa  li^rfDfffNt^the  happiness  and 
comfbrt  of  the  individuals  immur^  iti 
these  receptacles,  were  sacrificed  witbotit 
remorse.      This  measure,  however,  wHi 
found  to  be  in^fllbient,  the   nuntber  of 
paupers  daily  augmented,  and'  the   evil 
continued  to  increase.    TRis  demoraliai> 
ing  system,  cost  the  cbuntry  9,000(OOCtfl 
per  annum  %5  years  ago  ;  but  since  thai 
period,  the  expense  was  inore  than  quad^ 
rupled.    The  evil  was  of  such  a  nature; 
that  temporikinjg  measures  could  db  nd 
good.'     To    be    counteracted,    its  frue 
sourtei    most   be    explored.    To  threi 
great  causes  he  attributed  the  lireseht 
situatien of  the  couotty,  wichmereneO 
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to  tht  poor-raCet.  Firtt,  excettWo 
taxation;  aecondy  the  depreciation  of 
Boney ;  and  thirdly,  the  great  riie  in  the 
price  of  the  neceaiaries  of  life.  Thete 
were  the  causes  of  the  existbg  distress; 
and  those  who  ima^ned  they  would 
come  out  of  the  committee  with  a  remedy 
for  any  bat  the  minor  abuses,  attached 
themself  esy  lie  was  afraid,  to  a  hope,  that, 
in  the  end,  would  not  be  realized.  The 
hon.  gentleman  himself  admitted  that  his 
hopes  were  very  feeble.  For  his  own 
part,  he  cherished  no  hope  whatever  from 
the.  adoption  of  any  measure,  except  the 
remoTal  of  the  causes  by  which  the  present 
state  of  things  was  occasioned.  That 
could  only  be  done  by  diose  who  had  it 
exclusively  in  their  power  to  takeeSMtual 
means  for  putting  an  end  to  the  system  to 
which  the  actual  evil  could  be  traced.  In 
the  course  of  25  years,  the  increase  of 
wages  had  been  one  fourth ;  and,  in  the 
same  time,  the  rise  in  the  price  of  provi* 
sions  was  one-third.  Salt,  leather,  soap, 
and  coals,  were  articles  of  primary  im- 
portance to  a  working  man.  Now,  upon 
m  iatr  calculation,  it  would  appear  that 
to  procure  these,  one-ninth  of  the  whole 
of  his  income  was  swallowednip.  If  this 
country  was  to  be  preserved  m  that  prou4 
situation,  which,  from  the  nature  of  her 
free  constitution,  she  ought  always  to  be 
placed  in,  it  could  only  be  dbne  by 
meliorating  the  situation  of  the  working 
classes  of  Uie  people.  He  could  not  join 
in  the  cheering  prospect  held  out  by  the 
noble  lord  opposite  in  the  statement  he 
had  made,  on  a  former  evening,  relative 
to  the  situation  of  the  country.  It  was, 
he  believed,  in  a  deplorable  state,  and 
could  only  be  relieved  hj  ffuarding  against 
every  attempt  at  an  undue  or  unneces- 
sary expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
from  the  crown  down  to  the  humblest 
officer  in  the  state.  Looking  throughout 
the  country,  he  bdieved  it  would  be 
found,  that  the  money  paid  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor  had  increased  and  not 
diminished  in  tne  last  year.  That  branch 
of  taxation,  exacted  by*  the  poor-laws, 
though  nominally  paid  dt  the  people  at 
hrge,  came  in  reality  from  the  land* 
holderVi.  Whatever  was  paid  by  the 
farmer  was  only  i^ominally  so  paid.  If  a 
liMrmer  paid  lOOL  a  year  rent  and  26L  for 
poor-rates,  the  intrinsic  value  of  his  farm 
may  be  considered  to  be  IKL  ;  so  that 
though  nominally  the  poor-^tes  were 
paid  by  the  tenant,  they  were  in  reality 
paidby  the  ^(^>dlsid.    Would  it  not  then 
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be  better  fbr  aU  nmhs  ai  ottce  to 
and  take  this  burthen  or  themsdves,  end 
exonerate  the  working  classes  from  the 
degradation  of  participating  in  it)—* 
However  strenuous  in  ms  oppositioo  to  It 
continuance  of  the  property  tax,  which 
he  considered  as  enabling  the  govemmeni 
to  persevere  in  .a  scale  of  expeoditare. 
calculated  to  exhaust  the  resources  of 
the  country;  yet,  for  the  puipoae  of 
removing  taxes  destructive  of  the  happi- 
ness and  comfort  of  the  mat  mass  or  tne 
people,  he  should  not  hesitate  in  sup* 
porting  e  property-tax,  solely  aed  ex- 
dusivdy  confined  to  the  removal  off 
burthens  which  paralyxed  the  industry 
and  destroyed  the  happiness  and  inde* 
pendence  .of  the  labouring  community* 
Our  national  pre-eminence  depended  on 
our  preserving  the  independence  rf  joor 
national  character-i^that  once  destroyed, 
and  we  should  rapidly  descend  into  the 
scale  of  other  nations.  He  did  not  wisb 
to  take  the  burthen  wholly  from  the' 
shoulders  of  the  landholder— ne  was  only 
desirous  that  it  should  be  fairiy  and 
equally  home.  If  the  present  system 
went  on,  it  would  be  impossible  to  prevent 
the  whole  kingdom  from  being  pauperised- 
If  compulsory  charity  must  be  resorted, 
to,  he  could  see  no  reason  why  the  great, 
bulk  of'the  monied  interest,  and  the  whole 
of  the  trading  community,  should .  not 
bear  a  portion  of  the  weight.  It  would 
be  nothing  more  than  just  to  take  a  part 
of  the  burthen  from  tlie  landholder,  and. 
let  it  be  supported  by  the  property  of  the 
country  at  large.  Tee  state  taxes  on  the 
monied  interest  were  about  4iff.  in  the 
pound,  frhile  the  demand  on  the  landed 
proprietor  for  poor-rates  was,  on  the 
average,  5#.  He  would,  however*  take  it 
at  Ss.  which,  with  the  expense  of  collect* 
ing  rents,  repairs  of  nirra  bmldiafSr 
county  cesses  afid  losses,  might,  on  a  mosl 
moderate  scale,  be  estimatcldatif.  These 
were  besides  other  charges  amounting  te 
if.  more,  makiag;  a  total  chanps  ofewea 
shillings ;  so  that  the  landM  proprietor 
received  but  9«.  out  of  his  p^und,  iriiile 
the  individual,  whose  property  was  fUndedr. 
got  16f.  In  the  same  way,  if  they  tpek 
12i.  per  week  as  the  wages  of  the  laboeMv 
they  would  find  that  bread  aloae,  for » 
fiMnily  of  five  persons,  amounted  to  ds» 
which  with  rent  and  fuel,  took  up  the 
whole,  except  about  2s.  per  weak,  whidi 
was  all  he  had  to  fiimisb  hiosself  with: 
dothes,  and  all  ether  of  the  various 
sery  articles.     The  esjesiyiiiea 
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dM  khow»9  wen  under  the  Bioit 
fbrtnnnte  drcumstanoef,  conkl  not  affi>rd 
n  edBcieiieT  of  bcead  to  hit  family,  but 
was  eonpeUed  to  retort  to  potatoes  for 
the  greater  part  of  hit  tabsistence.  He 
conaidered,  in  one  point  of  viev,  the 
growth  of  potatoea  as  a  great  blessing  to 
any  coimtiy  in  case  of  famine;  but  he 
looked  upon  k  aa  a  decided  erilf  when 
the  poMoe  formed  the  principal  article 
of  a  nation's  food.  Cheapness  of  food 
tended  Co  the  increase  of  population  (as 
waaerinced  in  a  neighbooring  country) 
in  a  d^iee  that  ooold  not  be  supported 
hj  any  capital«  however  great.  To  the 
dugraoe  of  the  a^ricttltural  part  of  the 
commonity,  the  agncoUural  laiiourer  was 
not  fiurW  dealt  by«  ocent  in  the  northern 
parts  of  this  kiugdom.  The  cruelty  of  the 
system  adopted  towards  them  was  equal 
to  its  folly.  The  prioe  of  wages  was  re- 
gulated with  reference  to  the*  young 
unmarried  man ;  he  was  made  the  standard ; 
Aanwhidi  nothing  could  be  more  unfair— 
the  rate  of  wages  was  calculated  on  the 
•  aBoatoaiaimoniousscaleaatothesumwhidi 
woola  weekly  support  a  single  man—, 
while  to  the  marriea  man  an  allowance  of 
fii;  to  the  wife,  and  It.  6d!.  to  each  of  the 
children  was  made  from  the  parish  purse : 
thus  a  bounty  was  given  on  improvident 
Bsarriages,  and'  the  single  man  was  pre- 
vented the  possibility  of  making  any 
provision  for  the  married  state.  Al- 
though be  deprecated  the  abuse  which 
bad  grown  out  of  parliamentary  discus- 
sions, he  agreed  in  the  principle  laid  down 
en  a  former  occasion  oy  the  noble  lord, 
that  It  was  better  a  man  should  be  em- 
pbyed  in  opening  a  trench,  if  he  were 
iflsmediatdy  after  to  be  filled  up  again, 
aooner  than  that  he  should  be  supoorted 
in  idleness.  But  this  principle  haa  been 
pushed  to  an  unwise  eatent  in  the  country, 
smd  its  operation  bad  been  productive  of 
iajariotts  consequences.  The  fiirmer, 
aware  of  the  impression  made  bj  this  sen- 
timent, turned  off  a  large  portion  of  the 
workmen  he  usualbr  emplojred  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  or  receiving  them  baek 
with  a  Dounty  from  die  pariA.  Thus  had 
Ae  asiddUng  classes  become  burthened 
with  a  new  tax  to  esonerate  tbefiurmer 
ftom  a  large  portion  of  wages  he  ought  to 
kave  paid.  Justioe  waa  not  done  to  the 
gr^  body  of  agiicultural  labourers, 
ntiless  th^  were  eBciendT  protected. 
The  manufacturing  daslea  abo  deaerved 
pvotection,  though  the  House  had  not 
always  dealt  lenieirtly  with  them.    If> 
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when  laws  were'msde  to  punish  combina- 
tions amongst  the  men,  their  provisions 
had  also  been  directed  against  combina- 
tions amongst  the  masters,  he  would  have 
agreed  in  the  justice  of.  the  enactment. 
The  agricultural  labourer  was  in  the  same 
situation.  Dispersed  abroad,  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  combine— and  his  necessities 
were  so  great,  that  he  could  not  go  on 
for  one  moment  without  attending  to  his 
wcNrk.  His  master,  however,  might  do 
without  him,  till  he  should  be  starved  into 
submission,  without  injurj.  This  was  not 
the  case  wfth  the  manufacturer,  who  was 
in  a  much  better  situation.  He  conceived 
it  would  be  wise  if  the  minimum  of  wagea 
to  the  agricultural  labourer  with  reference 
to  small  districts,  were  regulated  at  petty 
sessions.  It  could  not  be  done  for  very 
extensive  districts,  asj  where  the  space 
was  large,  the  rate  of  wages  most  neces* 
sarily  vary.  The  magistrate  would  be 
better  able  to  decide  what  sum  ought  to 
be  given  to  a  labourer,  than  to  adjudge 
the  rate  of  wages  which  a  manufacturer 
ought  to  receive ;  since  there  were  many 
considerations  connected  with  trade,  of 
which  it  was  probable  he  would  not  be 
aware.  By  a  more  liberal  apportionment 
of  waffes,  of  from  4  to  5«.  ner  week,  in 
those  districts  where  a  contiaerable  por- 
tion of  wages  was  supplied  from  the  poor- 
rates,  he  conceived  the  existing  poor- 
rates  might  be  reduced  2fi00fiO0l.  annu- 
ally. There  were  parts  of  the  bill  brought 
in  by  the  hon.  gentleman  which  he 
thought  were  extremely  beneficial;  for 
instance,  that  part  which  related  to  the 
removal  of  persons  who  had  procured 
settlements  where  ther  had  no  right  to 
them,  nor  had  any  legal  settlements  In  the 
kingdom.  There  were  also  provisions 
that  would  probablv  prevent  the  misma- 
nagement ooservable  in  the  administration 
of  tlie  Poor  laws.  But  that  any  great, 
any  decided  benefit  would  be  derived 
from  the  measure,  he  confessed  be  did 
not  believe.  The  principal  relief  to  the 
country  would  be  found  by  making  some 
cbange  in  the  law  of  settlement,  by  which 
large  sums  now  lavished  in  litiffatiou 
might  be  saved.  This,  he  conceiveo,  was 
the  largest  item  that  ooold  be  saved  by 
any  regulation,  which  fell  abort  of  re- 
moving the  grand  sources  of  the  evfl.  The 
sum  to  be  saved  by  other  meana  was  not 
likely  to  be  more  than  500,0001.,  or  one- 
sixteenth  of  BfiOOfiUM.  which  the  poor- 
rates  annually  reonire.  Great  were  the 
complauiu  from  all  paru  of  the  kingdom, 
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a^d  most  grievous  wae  it  to  those  who  were 
struggling  under  the  weight  of  the  poor- 
rates,  that  so  large  a  sum  should  be  ex- 
pended in  supporting    the    offspring   of 
crime.  Bastardy  had  alarmingly  iocreased 
within  a  short  period;   but  a  few  years 
ago  it  was  estimated  at  1  to  28*  It  would 
X^ow  be  found  as  1   to  14.     The  number 
of  illegitimate    children    annually  born 
amounted  to  little  if  any  thing  short  of 
6)400,  creating  a  charee  of  about  half  a 
million.    The  laws  had  been  so  relaxed, 
that  bastardy  was  become  in  a  gr^at  mea- 
sure   a    crime    without    a   punishmentt 
£ome  check  seemed  indisputably  neces- 
sary, as  well  for  morals  as  for  relieving 
the  country  from  so  grievous  a  burthen. 
The  committee  which  had  sat  two  years, 
the  whole  of  whose  proceedings  were  then 
before  the  House,  had  done  nothing  that 
did  not  fall  far  short  of  the  great  object 
he  had  in  view — nothing  had  been  even 
glanced  at  which  in  any  degree  was  cal- 
culated to  stop  the  rapid  increase  of  the 
demoralizing  system;    the  evil  must  be 
deracinated,  or  the  real  property,  indus- 
try, and  morals   of   the    nation,  would 
equally  become  its  victims — and,  unless 
government  intended  to  let  the  evil  go  on 
increasing,  from  day  to  day,  they  would 
devise    some    means    of  reducing    that 
weight  of  taxation  which  pressed  the  peo- 
ple down,  and  was  the  primary  cause  of 
the  present  distress.    I  am  aware^  said 
Mr.  Curwen,  of  the  state  of  the  country* 
.—I  know  and  lament  that  its  resources 
are  inadequate  to  its  expenditure ;   that 
in  doing  justice  and  bemg  faithful    to 
its  engagements,  it  cannot  relinquish  a 
shilling  of  its  revenue— I  do  not  ask  it- 
Yet  the  only  hope  the  country  has  is, 
that  ministers  would  diminish  the  taxa- 
tion which  presses  so  heavily  on  the  lower 
classes,    and    that    they  would  place  it 
somewhere  else.    A  system  of  taxation 
which  bears  on  the  mrst  necessariea  of 
life,  is  in  every  point  of  view  impolitic. 
Labour   is  rarely  paid   beyond  what  Ib 
barely  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
working    man  and   his    family;    taxing, 
therefore,  the  necessaries  of  life,  presup* 
poses  a  surplus  beyond  what  his  indispen- 
seble  necessity  requires.    If  no  such  sur- 
plus exist,  and  which  is  the  case  in  few 
instances,  it  must  operate  a  rise  in  the 
|Mrice  of  labour,  or  force  the  individual 
into  a  state  of  pauperism.    The  cost  of 
labour  in  Great  Britain,  compared  with 
what  it  is  on  ihe  cootinent,  places  our 
inanufacturers  in  a  state  of  imminent 
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jeopardy.  I  pretend  not  to  caleblele  horn 
long  superior  capital  and  skill  vmj  sua- 
cessfully  combat  these  disadvaotagest  hu% 
certain  I  am  such  a  state  of  tbiogs  ougln 
not  to  ^xist,  if  tl^ey  can  be  removed* 
Every  consideration  of  humanily  and 
policy  demand  of  government,  revisioaa  of 
the  present  ruinous  system  of  taxfttion*.^ 
a  large  portion  of  what  is  paid  in  the 
shape  of  poor-rates,  is  in  truth  do  ethc0 
than  a  contribution  for  es^oneratiag  iho 
labouring  classy  from  taxation.  Tbia 
could  not  be  done  by  a  committee,  Tbesr 
could  not  have  the  information,  neither 
could, they  digest  thoM  iaeaaures,  wtachp 
while  the  revenue  was  protected*  and  ore* 
vented  from  falling  short,  would  by  their 
operation,  relieve  the  great  body  of  tba 
people;  and  enable  the  legislature  to 
make  an  effectual  alteration  in  the  system* 
The  minister  who  should  have  the  coa^ 
rage  and  the  patriotism  fairly  ta  cootev* 
plate  the  dangers  which  threaten  tba 
empire,  and  succeed  in  e&cting  a  ra^ 
medy,  would  be  entitled  to  the  gratitude 
of  his  country,  and  would  command  mj  • 
cordial  support. 

Lord  CastlereagA  said,  he  did  aot  su|k 
pose  that  the  proposition  of  his  boo.  friend 
was  intended  to  lead  to  a  aeaeral  discue-* 
sion  of  the  system  of  Poor  laws.  If 
tlie  subject  was  to  be  discussed  in  thai 
House,  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to 
debate  it,  when  the  bill  whidi  his  honi 
friend  meant  to  submit  to  their  considera^ 
ticn,  was  introduced.  That  bill  wonU 
contain  seven  or  eight  of  the  most  im« 
portent  propositions  connected  widi  tba 
subject,  and,  in  considering  it,  they  would 
be  able  to  point  out  those  parts  of  the  im« 
proved  sytem,  in  the  propriety  of  which 
they  agreed,  and  those  also  which  they 
considered  faulty.  The  bon.  gentlemafi 
who  spoke  last  bad  argued  the  question 
rather  as  a  matter  of  financial  amnwa^ 
ment,  than  as  a  subject  connected  wth 
the  Poor  laws.  If  the  hon.  gentleman  bad 
formed  any  measure  in  his  own  mind;  if 
he  had  discovered  any  himpy  expedient^ 
by  which  the  burthen  could  be  rempved 
ffom  that  part  of  the  community  wbiob 
they  most  wished  to  relieve,  and  thrown 
on  another  portion,  by  whom  it  wauU  nal 
be  felt;  then  he  could  assure  tba  Ima* 
gentleman,  that  ha  bad  found  oat  a  plaa» 
which  had  not  presented  itealf  to  Ibf 
chancellor  of  the  exchequeiN  or  to  any  of 
bis  majesty's  ministers.  JBelora  Iba  aoa; 
gentleman  asked  ministeis  to  do  dials 
whicb»  ha  statadi  Ihay  atoa  caald  oftoib 
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it  would  hftff  been  well  if  h«  had  oommu* 
lucated  to  ihonn  what  systeio  it  waa  that 
ho  had  revolved  in  his  mind,  and  wished 
them  to  adopt.     He  hoped  the  House 
would  net  atuibute  it  to  any  supineness  on 
the  part  of  governnient,  that  (be  question 
of  the  Poor  Jaws  was  not  taken  up  by  tbem 
in  tJie  way  recommended.    Government 
were  deeply  sensible  of  the  great  import* 
ance  of  liie  subjeot-^i-ef  the  evils  arising 
from^  the  aystem,  and  the  neoessity  of 
aome  remedy ;  but  they  thought  it  better 
lo  have  it  handled  in  audi  a  way  as  would 
identify  it  with  every  part  of  the  House» 
by  taking  it  ep  in  the  manner  it  was.   He 
diftnred  very  much  from. the  opinion  of 
Ibe  hon.  gentleaumy  when  he  stated,  thai 
it  waa  better  sech  a  qoeation  ahonld  bo 
taken  up  by  the  governmenu    The  nioal 
viae  and  proper  mode  of  proceeding  waa, 
to  handle  it  in  such  a  way  aa  woold  ex* 
cite  aomething  like  common  cause  in  ita 
aupport*    If  the  government  were  to  in- 
troGuoe  a  raeaaure  upon  the  aubifBCt,  the 
consequence  wovld  bo  to  excite  some 
jealouayt    it  would  baive  the  effeol  of 
making  a  remedy  appear  harsh,  which, 
coflBftog  from  another  quarter^  would  be 
received  aa  a  boon*    He  would  appeal  to 
the  hon.  gentleaaan  and  the  otherawho 
conatituted  the  committee,  whether  go* 
vernment  waa  not  aa  zealoua  in  aaaiatiog 
their  endeavoura,  w  if  it  waa  a  maaanre 
propoaed  by  the  government  itaelf.     If 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  any  good  and 
efficadoua  plan  to  offer,  he  ahoidd  be 
willingly  aeconded  in  it  with  all  the  influ* 
ence  of  government.     It  would  not  be 
wise,  however,  for  ministers  themaelvea 
to  undertake  the  retpoaaibility  of  any  ex* 
tensive  measure  with  respect  to  the  Poor 
lawa,  though  they  were  anxioua  to  concur 
in  any  thing  that  might  be  judged  benefi- 
cial.    Much  bad  already  been  done  in 
conaequence  of  the  laboura  of  the  com- 
mittee.   The  adaiiniatraiion  of  the  laws 
was  oontiderahly  improved,  and  no  doubt, 
before  long,  other  improvonenta  would 
take  place.    He  perhapa  saw  the  evils  of 
the  aystem  in  aa  strong  a  point  of  view  aa 
tbehon.  gentlemen  on  the  other  aide  of 
the  Houae-s  and  the  importance,  by  all 
practieaUe  nwana,  of  making  the  people 
SBoral,  induatrioiia,  and  happy;  but  he 
aaw,  at  the  aame  time,  the  great  diSoulty  of 
dealing  properly  wtih  the  quaalion.     It 
waa  Ml,  howerver,  fair  to  suppoae  that  the 
geverament  aelod  with  anpinedeas,  be* 
canae  they  did  not  propoae  aonse  naaaanre 
i«N9ii  a  ameot  through  which  ,thc  cam* 
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mittee  did  not  yet  comjdctely  aee  theur 
way.  He  was  far  from  wiahing  to  encou^ 
rage  false  hopea,  or  to  present  auch  a 
glittering  view  of  the  prospecta  of  the 
country  aa  might  tend  to  mislead;  but 
he  would  assert,  that,  though  some  parte 
of  the  country  were  flUlI  auffering,  and 
there  was  no  time  when  this  was  not  the 
case,  the  state  of  public  affiiirs  waa  highly 
prosperous.  Did  any  country  ever  emerge 
so  suddenly  from  the  state  of  depreasioq 
to  which  it  had  fallen }  He  did  not  fear 
contradiction  when  he  aaaerted,  that  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  country  had 
undergone  a  ftindamental  unproveoient. 
This  appeared  even  in  the  preaent  state 
of  the  manufacturing  poor.  They  were 
not  now  ao  great  a  burtoeo  on  the  poor* 
rates  as  before.  There  waa  nothing  that 
could  be  doao  on  thia  important  aub)ect 
that  might  not  be  expected  from  the  la* 
boura  of  the  commitiee.  N^er  wei^ 
there  individuala  more  anxiously  devoted 
to  the  diacharge  of  the  ioinortant  duiiee 
imposed  upon  them*  If  they  could  not 
effect  the  object  ao  much  deaimd,  it  would 
be  vain  to  expect  it  from  othera.  For 
these  reasons  he  must  disclaim  all  idea  of 
having  the  meaaares  that  might  be  judged 
proper,  upon  this  aubject»  brought  for* 
ward  by  government  in  any  apeeific  sbape^ 
Aa  the  remedy  hinted  at  by  the  hon.  gen^ 
tleman  oppoaile  aeemed  to  involve  a  auea* 
tion  of  taxation,  he  did  not  feel  inclined 
to  meddle  with  it.  Mattera  of  that  natiuw 
belonged  more  properly  to  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  than  to  himself,  and 
the  hon.  gentieiimn»  in  his  opinion,  woidd 
not  do  sight  unless  he  communicated  hia 
important  discovery  to  tlie  person  widi 
whom  auch  business  more  properly  rested* 
Mr,  ^oAtfr  J?arre^  thought  that  much 
advantMe  might  be  derived  from  the  la^ 
boum  of  the  committee.  The  eyil  arising 
from  the  Peer  lawa  waa  one  of  a  most 
seriona  nature,  and  the  unequal  manner 
in  which  they  nressed  upon  diftreot 
placei  was  not  the  amalleat  part  of  i4 
He  could  not  agree  with  the  noble  lord 
in  thinking  that  the  atate  of  the  country^ 
with  regara  to  the  poor,  waa  so  much  ioir 
proved.  In  parte  of  Suaaex*  In  a  popuhiT 
tion  of  18,000  persona,  tte  poor-ratea 
hadin€re8aedfroa7,000<Ltol6,00Ctf.  In 
hia  own  pariah,  that  of  Weat  Grinaftend^ 
which  oooaiated  of  5,000  acrea»  the  rental 
of  which  was  ^gOOOL,  the  pooiyratea 
of  thia  veer  amounted  to  i,fiO(W.  The 
whole  of  the  leboura  were  almoat  depend* 
ent  on  parochial  relief;  end  yooog  un* 
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mnrried  men,  ivho  were  most  willing  to 
workt  were,  for  want  "bf  employment, 
obliged  to  go  to  die  workhouse.  The 
tame  melancholy  condition  was  to  be 
found  throughout  the  whole  part  of  the 
county^  called  the  Weald  of  Sussex,  with 
the  exception  d  those  places  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  hop-grounds.  Unless, 
therefore,  some  immediate  measure  of 
relief  was  granted,  the  lands  would  be 
deserted  by  the  farmers;  they  would  be* 
come  waste,  and  the  proprietor  must  be 
ruined.  If  the  landholder  was  thus  destroy- 
ed, where,  he  must  ask,  could  the  f^nd• 
liohier  obtain  his  interest  [Hearjhear!]?  It 
was  impossible  that  a  country  could  be  in 
a  prosperous  situation,  when  all  its  young 
mngle  men  were  plac^  in  workhouses  for 
want  of  employment. 

Lord  CasUereagh  thought  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  hen.  member  did  not  contra- 
dict any  thing  t^at  he  had  said.  He  had 
compared  the  present  state  of  the  coun- 
try, as  lar  as  it  was  affected  by  the  poor 
laws,  with  its  state  two  years  ago ;  but  he 
admitted  that|  in  the  county  of  Sussex, 
the  pressure  of  the  poor*rates  was  at  pre- 
sent very  severe. 

Mr.  P.  Methuen  said,  he  was  anxious  to 
make  a  few  obserrations  on  the  prospects 
which  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
held  out  to  tne  country.  He  felt  that  he 
should  be  guilty  of  a  delusion,  if  he  con- 
sidered any  legislative  measure,  such  as 
was  intended,  likely  to  meet  the  extent  of 
the  mischief.  The  fact  was,  that  while 
taxation  continued  undiminisbed,  the  ap- 
pdling  evils  of  the  poor-rates  could  not 
DO  arrested.  The  labourer  was  starving, 
and  the  gentleman  was  struggling.  Tax- 
ation was  the  cause  why  Uie  landlord 
raised  his  rent,  Uie  farmer  his  farm  pro- 
duce, and  why  the  labourer  suflfered; 
but  the  latter  was  the  principal  victim. 
Such  was  the  actual  state  of  things  in  the 
West  of  England,  and  such  it  would  con- 
tinue, until  the  efident  remedy,  a  diminu- 
tion of  taxation,  was  applied.  The  House 
night  pass  laws,  and  enaeavour  to  enforce 
regulations,  but  the  reverse  of  the  picture 
wmild  not  be  seen,  until  the  labourer 
could  rely  for  remuneration,  not  from  the 
sluggish  hand  of  parochial  charity,  but 
from  his  own  honest  industry.  He  did 
not  expect  impossibilities  from  his  ma- 
jesty's government,  but  he  at  the  same 
time  felt,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  apply 
some  effideot  correction  of  the  mischier ; 
they  should  even  outrun  the  exertions  of 
parlianient,   because,  in   bis  judgmenti 
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amsy  possessed  the  power.  Convinced  he 
was,  that  aslon^  as  the  expenditure  con- 
tinued undiminished,  the  distress  of  the 
country  would  remain  unrelieved. 

Mr.  Long  Wdledey  thought  that  the 
question  was  reduced  to  a  very  small  and 
narrow  compass,  and  that  the  House  had 
only  to  determine  whether  they  should 
vote  the  resumption  of  the  committee. 
He  felt  that  he  nad  a  public  duty  to  dis- 
charge, and  he  thought  he  could  not  dH* 
charge  that  duty  more  conscientleusly 
than  by  voting  against  the  resumption  of 
the  committee.  There  was  no  individual, 
however  obscure,  but  knew  that  the  poor 
in  this  country  were  in  a  most  abject 
statCi  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  amend 
the  laws  on  the  subject.  If  the  committee 
had  been  appointed  to  amepd  the  laws, 
he  should  vote  for  it  9  but  as  the  hws 
were  admitted  to  be  the  best  that  could 
be  framed,  that  could  not  be  the  object  of 
its  appointment.  In  reply  to  what  an 
hon.  sentleman  had  stated  respecting  the 
use  of  potatoes,  he  should  only  say,  that 
he  baa  a  little  Irish  blood  in  his  veins, 
and  did  not  think  there  was  any  evil  to 
be  apprehended  from  an  increase  of  popu- 
lation. He  thought  that  adequate  em- 
ployment might  be  found  in  the  country 
for  the  whole  labouring  class  of  the  com- 
munity. The  state  of  the  poor,  be 
thougnt,  required  some  measure  emanat- 
ing from  the  executive  government,  and 
he  could  not  conceive  a  greater  object 
for  the  attention  of  government.  He 
thouffht  that  if  my  measure  were  pro- 
posea  by  the  administration  of  the  coon* 
try,  it  would  be  hailed  as  a  happy  omen 
by  the  whole  nation,  and  would  not  be 
regarded  with  apprehension  and  jealousy, 
as  was  apprehended  by  the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Alderman  WaUhman  said,  he  did 
not  intend  to  detain  the  House  long.  He 
apprehended,  that  he  did  not  understand 
the  subject  so  well  as  those  hon.  gentle- 
men who  had  spoken  before  him ;  but  he 
thottffht  himself  called  on  .to  mention  a 
few  nicts  whi^  would  disprove  the  state- 
ment of  the  noble  lord.  He  could  not 
bdieve  that  the  country  was  in  so  flou- 
rishing a  situation  as  had  been  renra- 
sented  by  the  noble  lord,  because  he  nad 
the  testimonv  of  his  eyes  and  ears  to  the 
contrary,  ni  the  parish  in  which  he  re- 
sided wnen  in  the  countnr,  there  was  an 
mcrease  of  distress  and  or  the  number  of 
poor.  The  want  of  gardens  attached 
to  their  cottages,  was  a  great  nrisfortme 
tomany  poof  people.    In  his  parish  there 
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wwe  about  two  hiuidiped  oottagety  and  sol 
one  of  them  bad  a  bit  of  eronnd  In  this 
oaie»  wben  they  tubtistea  almoat  entirely 
on  potatoes*  and  had  no  ground  to  culti- 
irate  for  tbmaehrefy  what  could  rcitrain 
tbem  from  committing  depredations  on 
neighbouring  potatoe-fields  ?  He  ob« 
•enred,  that  from  the  number  of  endo* 
sure  bills  which  passed  through  that 
House,  proprietors  of  land  were  more  de* 
sirous  to  let  their  grounds  in  parks,  than 
to  accommodate  Die  poor  with  cottages 
and  gardens.  The  ward  which  he  repre- 
sented contained  five  parishes,  and  he 
had  .occasion  to  know,  that  the  pressure 
of  the  poor-rates  in  all  those  parishes  was 
asost  severe.  He  oresided  at  the  board 
by  wUch  the  people  were  summoned  for 
their  poor*rates;  and  he  had  known  cases 
in  wmch  numbers  had  been  summoned, 
over  and  over  again,  in  consequence  <rf 
their  inability  to  pay :  it  required,  in  fact, 
continued  efforts  to  keep  them  out  of  the 
workhouses.  He  must  have  something 
better  than  Custom-house  books  to  con- 
vince him  that  tlie  country  was  in  a  flou- 
rishing condition ;  for  when  that  was  as* 
sorted,  he  understood  it  to  imply  the 
goieral  difliision  of  comfort  and  nappi- 
ness.  As  to  the  measure  now  proposed, 
he  was  convinced  that  it  was  impossible 
to  give  any  real  relief  to  the  poor,  but  by 
alterhig  the  nresent  system,  and  reducing 
the  taxes  wnich  oppressed  the  conntrr. 
That  was  the  object  to  which  he  should 
wish  to  see  the  attention  of  parliament 
directed. 

Colonel  Wood  wu  happy  to  atture  the 
worthy  alderman,  that  the  gard^  ground 
to  the  cottages  had  not  escaped  the  no< 
tice  of  the  committee.  In  the  report  of 
the  committee  it  was  strongly  recom- 
mended, that  all  cottages  should  be  fur- 
nished with  yardebs  at  a  cheap  rate— a 
leoomneodation  which  he  hoped  would 
be  attended  to.  In  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion, he  had  heard  several  remarks 
which  were  worthv  of  the  cdnsideration 
of  the  dommittee^  but  not  a  reason  had 
been  given  for  not  renewing  it.  The 
county  which  he  had  the  honour  to  renro* 
aent,  felt  peculiarly  alive  with  regara  to 
the  law  or  settlement  introduced  in  the 
last  session,  by  which  a  residence  of  three 
years  had  become  necessary  previous  to 
the  being  entitled  to  obuin  reliefl  His 
constituents  were  certainly  alarmed  at  any 
meditated  change  from  toe  present  sys* 
tern;  and  in  consequence  oi  the  lepre* 
aeotations  which,  had^  ikom  ail  quarters, 


been  made  to  him  upon  the  subject,  ho 
should  be  very  cautious  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  would  give  his  vote.  Ho 
thought,  that  to  the  tyrannical  adminis* 
tration  of  the  laws  of  settlement,  mi^ ht 
be  traced  more  than  half  the  existing 
evils  now  growing  from  the  Poor  laws,  in 
short,  the  whole  time  of  the  quarter  ses« 
sbns  had  been  occupied  with  an  attention 
to  tiie  arrangement  and  transfer  of  the 
poor  under  Uieso  laws;  and  he  should 
even  prefer  gobg  back  to  the  original 
establishment  of  the  Poor  laws,  as  the 
only  means  of  doing  any  thii^,  with 
speedy  or  permanent  good  to  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  itfon^/bU  said,  that  he  had  had  too 
long  experience  as  a  magistrate^  in  a  largsi 
and  populous  district,  not  to  be  as  well 
acouainted  with  the  suflering|s  of  Uie  poor^ 
and  as  feelingly  alive  to  their  distress,  aa 
any  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  hail  ad- 
dressed the  House.  It  was  from  a  deep 
sense  of  their  distress,  that  he  concurred 
in  the  re*appointment  of  the  committee, 
which  he  hoped  would  receive  a  wide  ex- 
tension, and  attentively  and  sealously 
direct  its  vigilance  to  this  most  important 
subject.  Before  its  re-appointment,  how- 
ever, he  would  beg  to  sugg^t  to  them^ 
that  they  would  meet,  not  merely  to  con- 
sider the  weight  with  which  the  poor-rates 
prMsed  upon  the  landed  interest,  out  would 
iiave  to  consider  how  they  might  best  alle- 
viate the  misery  and  ameliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  poor.  He  could  take  iqnm  himp 
self  to  say,  that  in  the  district  in  which  he 
had  acted  as  a  magistrate,  not  only  had 
he  found,  the  instances  of  imposition  on 
the  part  of  the  poor  comparatively  few, 
but  that  he  had  found  them  generally 
grateful  for  the  relief  which  they  re- 
ceived ;  and'he,  for  one,  was  satisfied,  that 
all  the.  relief  diey  received  was  due  to 
them,  as  it  kept  them  from  starving  or 
from  plunder.  He  objected  to  a  state- 
ment which  had  been  made  by  an  hon. 
gentleman  in  the  course  of  the  ddbate,  of 
ue  severe  and  exclusive  pressure  which 
he  had  asserted  the  land  to  suSnr  from 
the  poor-4rates,  for  he  had  forgot  testate  how 
much  the  land  had  benefited  by  the  poor 
when  their  condition  was  better,  and  had 
enabled  them  to  maintain  theinsdves  by 
their  industry.  He  concbided  by  stron^y 
calling  upon  the  committee,  while  they 
considered  the  landed  interest,  not  to  for* 
get  the  interests  of  the  poor. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  th^  following  mem-^ 
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befs,  wai  9i,jppo\nUif  via.,  Mr.  Sturges. 
Bmirne,  Mr.  Curweiit  lord  Goaklereagh, 
Mr.  Ashhursl,  sir  T.  Barings  Mr.  BAthurst, 
lord  W.  Beotiock,  Mr.  Brandy  Mr.  Cart* 
wrigfat,  Mr.  T.  Courtenay,  lord  Cranborne^ 
tSt.  DicktniOQ,  Mr.  C«  Dondas,  Mr.  Fits* 
Itugh*  Mr.  Daviea  Gilbert*  Mr.  Holford» 
M>»  HuskiaaoD,  lord  Lascellety  Mr*  Shaw 
Leferre^  Mr.  Franklaiid  Lewi%  Mr.  Mor- 
ritti  sir  John  Osbora,  air  W.  Rowley*  Mr. 
W.Smitb,  Mr.  Holme  Stmaer,  Mr.  Wood, 
Mr.  Walter  Burrell^  Mr.  F.  Douglaa,  Mr. 
Macpberaoa  Oram,  Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr. 
ToialiDe*  air  John  Riddetti  Mr.  Wode«* 
homey  add  Mr.  Sbelton. 

«  Tbxai.  Bt  Battlb  Abolition  Bili..'] 
The  Attorn^  General  roee  to  submit  the 
ttiolion  of  which  be  had  some  days  since 
given  Boliee  to  that  Hooscw  The  law  as 
It  then  stood  with  regard  to  the  Wager  of 
Battle  had,  as  he  bdiefed»  never  bcfbre 
been  tegvlarly  bsooght  under  the  consi- 
deration of  perliameat.  ladeed,  tiae  only 
coaaidcralion  which  he  ever  knew  to  have 
been  bestowed  upon  the  subject,  had  talMH 
jihat  en^  when  partioalaff  cnrcumstaaoes 
tod  cKciled  the  passions  and  prejudices 
ef  men,  aa  bod  been  particalarly  exempli- 
fied in  the  last  appeal  of  bottle  which  had 
been  made  during  the  osutse  ef  tbe  peat 
jear.  The  snbject,  however,  had  never 
widergone  a  calm  aiid  delil>mte  in^Msti* 

eion,  and  in  all  hanav  pnobability  would 
le  still  reamained  upon  tbe  statute  book, 
hod  not  those  circumstances,  which  would 
be  fteih  in  the  recollection  of  the  House, 
faidueedhhn  to  direct  hisimniediate  atten- 
tion to  the  (psestion.  Here  tbe  bon» 
and  leaoaied  gentleman  entered  into  a 
detailed  and  Imninous  history  of  the  ori* 
gia,  psQcress,  and  changed  that  had  ot> 
cnrred  n  the  Wager  of  Battle,  and  ob* 
aerved,  that  by  the  existence  of  such  a 
iaw^  every  indn^klnal  would  have  it  ia  his 
pnwer  not  only  to  be  the  avenger  of  his 
wrongs,  but  tike  srbites,  and  often  the  mi« 
menSul  arbiter,  of  the  life  and  happiness 
of  others.  The  Wager  of  Battle  a»  it 
tben  existed  was  both  eroel  and  absard, 
and  eoDtrarjr  to  every  principle  of  juatisei 
Tbe  appeal  in  cases  of  amrder  would  be 
iaen  to  be  a  moot  yioleiit  ontiage  «pon 
every  law  of  juatice.  And  fbs'  tthe  ssaa* 
plest,  yet  tnnstsads&ctory,  of  allisessoni 
''-namely,  thai  when  a  party*  bod.  bean 
once  tried  and  aequittedi,  he  he^er  $h<nAd 
undergo  the  ordeal  of  .a  second  'teial  «Cor 
-Ibe  same  offsnce*  B«t  bj -the  htiii  of 
Wa^er  of  Batiie»  it  >oaiild  be  efeipandad 
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by  dissatisfied  or  revengeful  parties ;  endf 
so  far  it  tended  to  prejudice  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  rendered  its  most  salutary 
provbioas   for  the  public  good   almost 
nugatory  or  abortive.    The  detail  of  the 
operations  of  so  barbarous  a  law,  could 
not  prove  of  any  particular  interest  to  the 
House.    Indeed,  its  provisions  generally, 
except  to  the  members  of  that  profession 
to  which  he  had  the  honour  of  belonging, 
were  totaUy  unfamiliar;  and  he  only  ra« 
pidly  ran  over  them,  in  order  the  aaoro 
clearly  to  demonstrate  the  propriety->-4f 
in    an     enlightened    age   any  such   de^ 
monstration  could  be  necessary — of  ita 
entire  and  immediate  abolition.    Cruelty 
and  absurdity  had  both  marked  its  pro- 
gress i»  every  stage,  from  the  false  and 
itnjust  prittdple  on  which  it  rested,  to  the 
spnit  of  vengeance  which  it  both  engen- 
dared,  and  ofteo  had  gratified.   Its  vaHoaa 
anomalies  could  be-  adduced  in  proof  of 
its  absurdity-— a  soffident  motive  for  ite 
abolitMMii,  even  if  the  more  imperious  mo* 
tires  ef  its  iaiquitous  and  immoral  teodk* 
ency  had  not  exisled  to  call  for  ks  ea« 
tinctioa  from    the  statute  book.    How* 
ever  dry  and  unentertaining  such  subjects 
would  seem  to  numy,  yet  the  law  of -the 
Wager  of  Battle  loudly  called  for  the 
inter ierence  of  the  legidaiurew    VoriDna 
alterations  had  taken  fSace,  fi-om  time  Ui 
time,  in  that  strange  and  cruel  law,  al^* 
though  a  biw,  perhaps^  in  some  instances, 
which  would  not  be  found  to  be  enUrdy 
unsuited  to  the  practices  ef  the  ages  in 
which  it  had  been  used.    But  still,  so  ab* 
aard  and  cruel  had  its  operation  been 
general/ considered,  that  appeals  of  muFA 
der  had  fallen  into  a  sort  of  desuetude  fof 
very  considerable  period.     As  he  bad  a 
before  stated  to  the  House,  his  attsntiod 
had  been  first  particnlarly  drawn  to  tlw 
subject,  in   consequence  of  a  notorious 
transaction  that  could  not  be  vexy  eaaiiy 
forgotten   by  any   hoaourable   membeir 
whom  he  had  then  the  honour  of  addresa> 
ing«    If  the  law  was  to  be  altesed,  tbe  ap* 
peal  icoelf  shonid  be>  aboKsbed,  and  the 
badbaroos  mode  of  gcying  througb  ift  would 
necessarily  fall  wiUi  tbe  appeak     With 
segard  to  appeals  in  robbevv,  little  ra» 
nenned  to  bo  4heit  staled    Vvevroos  l^ 
the  pesiod^of' Henry  Mh,  apipesAs-inr^^ 
bery  had  i  been  the  prvocipal,  if  not  <h4 
only  method  by  which  stolen .  propertf 
could  beTDcoveted ;  but  sinca  tfaat'tWigiH 
restitutiott  4br  stofeiv  goods- eouhi-blf  4ib* 
taioed,  and Mually hadbe^nv^vbhautiiii* 
iBtarfevfnce of  alaw i# iiiawiiroaa><  Evasy 
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atlenipl  that  bad  been  mad6  for  the  im- 
pr ovemeat  of  that  law,  pnly  further  tended 
to  display   its  unspeakable  absurdities  ; 
•nd,  as  a  nroof  of  the  singularity  of  ita 
enormity,  he  should  state  one  of  its  ope- 
rations to  the  House.    If  a  man  had,  from 
passion  or  any  other  cause,  produced  an 
injury  to  a  woman,  the  last  and  perhaps 
the  worst  that  could  have  befallen  her ; 
but  still  willing  to  make  her  all  the  repa- 
ration in  his  power,  offered  her  himself  in 
marriage,  and   had  been  accepted,  still 
the  next  of  kin  could  enter  a  prosecution 
against  him,  demand  his  appeal  of  battle, 
and  eventually  perhaps  have  him.  prose- 
cuted to  death.     Here,  then,  appeared 
not  only  the  absurdity,  but  the  crying  in- 
justice of  that  law,  which  that  House  and 
the  country  now  wished  to  see  abolished. 
But  the  great  evil  of  the  Wa^r  of  Battle 
generally   had    been,    that    it   gave    to 
a   vindictive  party   a    power  he  never 
abould  have  had,  and  that,  without  the 
possibility  of  the  slightest  interference  upon 
the  part  of  the  government  or  the  Crown  I 
If  a  party  had  been  convicted  at  common 
law,  the  Crown,  if  it  perceived  sufficient 
motives  for  so  doing,  could  have  exerted 
ita  royal  prerogative  in  the  extension  of 
mercy,  and  issued  the  royal  pardon  to  a 
penitent  individual.    But  by  the  law  of 
Wager  by  Battle,  the  Crown  and  the  go- 
vernment were  denied  the  highest  attri- 
bute they  could  possibly  wish  to  have  en- 
joyed—that of  aealing  justice  in  mercy 
to  all  who  had  endeavoured  by  contrition 
to  deserve  it.    Ii>  fact,  vengeance  or  ava- 
rice were  the  judges    to    decide    with 
Wager  of  Battle;  and,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances,   the  trial  by  appeal  could- 
neilher  be  made  equitable  nor  just.    The 
second  part  of  his  intended  bill  related 
to  trial  by  battle  in  wriu  of  right ;  and 
he  was  convinced  that  the  absurdity  of 
the  practice  in  this  case  was  so  apparent 
to  every  member  of  the  House,  tnat  it 
was  unnecessary  for  him  to  detain  them 
with  any  further  observations.  He  should 
therefore  conclude  with  moving,  **  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  hill  to  abolish 
Appeals  of  Murder,  Felony,  or  Mayhem; 
anid  Wager  of  joining  Issue  and  Trial  by 
Battel,  in  Wriu  of  Right." 

Mr.   Denmon  eaid,  that  it  would  be 
preaumptuous    in    him    to  go  over  tha 

Sounds  so  ably  ffone  over  by  hia  hon.and 
irned  friend ;  he  rose,  therefore,  for  no 
Eurpose  of  discussion,  but  merely  to  state 
ow  cordially  he  concurred  in  every  thing 
that  had  been  said,  and  to  espres  a  hope 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


that  the  great  reform  contemplated  would 
be  adopted  by*  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
House.  The  appeal  of  murder,  which  was 
proposed  to  be  abolished,  was  always  an 
appeal  from  a  jury,  that  decided  without 
prejudice,  to  one  which  must  of  necessity 
be  prejudiced.  This  would  have  been 
particularly  the  case  with  the  appeal 
which  hsd  suggested  this  change  in  the 
old  law,  where  he  was  sure  an  impartial 
jury  could  not  have  been  found.  The 
same  was  the  case  in  the  last  appeal  for 
the  riots  in  St.  George's- fields,  where  a 
person  was  tried  at  the  instance  of  the 
widow  of  the  deceased,  whose  abandon- 
ment of  the  prosecution  was  purchased  by 
5002.  He  seconded  the  motion  most 
cordiallv,  and  hoped  that  the  spirit  of  the 
age,  which  made  this  reform  necessary, 
would  not  stop  here,  but  follow  up  the 
principle  of  improvement,  in  other  parts 
of  our  criminal  administration  which  cried 
aloud  for  revision  and  reform. 

Mr.  Bemtd  rose,  particularly  as  a  mem- 
ber of  that  profession  to  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  attorney*general  had  proved 
himself  so  great  an  oinament,  to  thank 
him  for  the  manlv  eloquence  with  which 
he  had  prefaced  his  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish  the  barbarous 
law  of  Wager  of  Battle ;  but  he  begged 
leave  to  suggest  to  him  that  he  believed 
the  right  of  appead  could  be  still  demand* 
ed  in  cases  of  treason  ceromitted  beyond 
the  seas,  and  if  so,  that  he  would  also 
have  the  right  abolished  in  that  as  well  as 
in  all  other  cases. 

The  AUomey  General  apprehended 
that  appeal  in  cases  of  treason,  was 
totally  abolished. 

Mr.  Bemal  said,  he  knew  it  was 
abolished  in  this  country,  but  he  believed 
it  still  extended  to  treason  committed  be- 
yond seas. 

Leave  was  ffiven  to  bring  in  the  bill.  It 
was  accordingly  brought  m,  and^read  afirst 
time. 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 
Wednesday f  February  10« 

Westminster  Hustings  Bill.] 
Lord  Sidmouth  having  moved  the  third 
readins  oftbisbiU, 

Lord  Holland  said,  there  were  circum- 
stances connected  with  this  bill  which,  as 
it  appeared  to  him,  would  render  the 
passing  of  it  at  Uiis  time,  and  in  its  pre- 
set ihapt,  very  improper.  ^  He  thought 
it  unfair  towards  Iha  partiea  who  were 
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•andidates,  while  at  the  lame  time  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  situation  in  which  the 
high  bailiff  was  placed  was  one  which  re- 
quired some  remedy.  He,  however,  did 
not  mean  now,  in  the  last  stage  of  the  bill 
to  offer  any  objection,  except  on  a  point 
of  form.  This,  their  lordships  would  ob- 
serve, was  a  bill  to  revive  an  act  which 
had  expired ;  and  on  examining  it,  he 
found  that  it  merely  recited  the  title  of 
the  bill  which  it  proposed  to  revive.  He 
was  aware,  that  if  the  bill  proposed  to 
continue  an  existing  act,  it  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  set  forth  the  title  of  the  act : 
but  when  the  law  had  been  allowed  to  ex- 
pire, the  case  was  very  different :  it  then 
seemed  necessary  that  all  the  provisions 
of  the  act  proposed  to  be  revived  should 
be  recited  in  the  reviving  bill.  If  this 
were  not  done,  their  lordships  would  be 
obliged,  in  the  case  of  every  revived  act, 
to  go  and  search  the  chamel  house  of  par- 
liament, in  order  to  learn  the  existing 
law  from  defunct  statutes.  This,  their 
lordships  would  recollect,  was  to  be  an 
act  of  parliament  d€  novo  ;  for  the  act 
proposed  to  enact  what  at  this  time  was 
not  the  law  of  the  land,  and  yet  when 
passed,  the  law  would  not  appear  on  the 
face  of  the  act. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  did  not  consider 
the  objection  of  sufficient  weight  to  delay 
the  passing  of  the  bill.  The  noble  lord 
admitted,  that  if  the  bill  had  been  to 
continue  an  existing  act,  it  would  not 
have  been  necessary  to  do  more  than  re- 
cite the  title  of  such  act ;  and,  in  fact, 
this  was  also  all  that  was  required  for  the 
renewal  of  an  expired  law :  for  by  an  act 
introduced  by  the  late  Mr.  Perceval,  it 
was  provided,  that|in  any  act  purporting 
to  continue  another,  it  should  be  sufficient 
to  recite  merely  the  title  of  the  previouii 
statute,  though  it  should  have  expired 
before  the  continuing  act  passed.  The 
present  bill,  therefore,  would,  on  its  being 
passed,  have  the  force  of  law  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  all  the  provisi  ons  of  the  expired 
law  had  been  recited  in  it.  The  noble 
lord  must,  therefore,  perceive,  that  the 
present  bill  was  unexceptionable,  for  it 
not  enly  proposed  to  revive,  but  to  con- 
tinue, the  former  act. 

Lord  Holland^  notwithstanding  what 
had  been  said  by  the  learned  lord,  was  of 
opinion  that,  as  this  was  de  facto  a  bill  to 
revive,  it  ought  to  contain  the  provisions 
of  the  expired  act.  He  did  not  mean  to 
assert,  that  it  would  not  have  the  force  of 
law  when  posed  f  but  though  the  word 
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continued  was  inserted,  he  thought  ft 
would  be  more  regular,  if  the  amenoment 
he  had  suggested  were  adopted.  The  act 
had  expired,  and  their  lordships  were  now 
passing  a  purely  reviving  bill* 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  thought  it  very- 
extraordinary,  that  a  bill  which  on  the 
face  of  it  professed  to  revive,  should  be 
regarded  as  the  same  as  a  merely  con- 
tinuing bill.  He  should  have  expected 
the  learned  lord  to  propose  to  strike  out 
every  thing  relative  to  the  revival  of  the 
former  a2t.  If  he  approved  of  the  bill, 
he  would  make  a  motion  to  that  effect ; 
but  it  was  not  for  him  to  seek  to  correct 
a  bill  which  he  disapproved  and  consi* 
dered  altogether  unjust. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  ¥ms  satisBed,  if 
he  understood  Mr.  Perceval's  act,  that 
the  wording  of  the  present  bill  was  per- 
fectly correct.  It  proposed  both  to  coa- 
tmue  and  revive.  All  that  could  be  ob- 
jected to  it,  therefore,  was,  that  it  con- 
tained more  words  than  were  necessary; 
but  Ke  did  not  consider  that  a  reason  for 
delaying  the  measure  by  striking  out  the 
superfluous  words. 

Lord  Holland  did  not  consider  <Mr. 
Perceval's  as  strictly  applicable  to  the 
present  bill,  which  distinctly  professed  tp 
revive  an  expired  law.  He,  besides, 
thought  it  necessary  that  the  provisions 
of  the  former  act  should  be  recited,  in 
order  that  the  law  might  be  known. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  February  10. 

Usury  Laws  Repkal  Bill.]  Mr. 
Serjeant  Onslow,  in  rising  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  laws 
which  restricted  the  rate  of  interest,  said, 
that  as  there  were  now  in  the  House  many 
members  who  were  not  present  during 
the  former  discussions  of  this  subject, 
he  might  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words 
as  to  the  grounds  of  his  motion.  An 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  measure,  similar 
to  that  which  he  proposed,  had  been  ex- 
pressed, not  only  m  England  and  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  but  by  the  most  en- 
lightened citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  In  the  year  1817,  a  motion 
mas  made  in  the  Itouse  of  Delegates  ef 
Virginia  for  a  repeal  of  the  Usury  Laws, 
and  the  speech  of  Mr.  Hays,  the  gentle- 
man who  brought  forward  the  measare, 
was  an  evidence  of  the  talents  of  the 
supporters  of  it  in  the   United  Statesr 
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The  laws  agUDSt  usury  had»  In  fact,  their 
origin  in  a  blind  and  fanatical  perTersion  of 
the  words  of  scripture ;  and  the  oppro- 
brium which  had  been  cast  upon  those 
who  in  modern  times  took  more  than  the 
legal  rate  of  interest,  was  formerly  thrown 
on  all  those  who  took  any  interest  for 
money  lent.  The  term  usury,  in  fact, 
was  applied  to  the  receiving  of  any  use 
or  interest  on  money.  The  act  of  Henry 
8th,  the  origin  of  the  present  usury  laws, 
was  not  an  act  of  restriction,  but  an  act 
of  enlargement ;  for  as  It  was  found  im- 
possible to  enforce  the^ibsurd  prohibition 
on  the  taking  of  interest,  the  rate  was 
limited  to  10  'per  cent.  In  the  reign  of 
Edward  6th  taat  act  was  repealed,  and 
the  taking  interest  prohibited;  but  the 
consequence  was,  tnat  the  rate  of  in- 
terest which  before  was  below  10  per 
cent  rose  to  14  per  cent.  In  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabetn,  the  law  fixing therate 
at  10  percent  was  revived,  while,  at  the 
same  time»  the  taking  any  interest  was 
declared  sinful  and  detestable.  Since 
that  time  the  tate  had  been  gradually  re- 
•duced ;  but  it  -was  remarkable,  that  while 
the*  taking  interest  above  a  certain  rate 
subjected  the  lender  to  treble  penalties, 
it  did  not  appear  that  the  law  prohibiting 
the  taking  of  any  interest  haa  been  re- 
pealed. The  disapprobation  of  the  habit 
of  taking  any  interest  on  money  was  re- 
•  peated  in  the  act  of  queen  Anne,  though 
fln  different  terms,  llie  learned  seijeant 
then  recapitulated  the  various  inconve- 
niencies  with  which  the  usury  laws  were 
attended,  as  had  been  fully  proved  before 
the  committee  which  had  been  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  subject.    It  had  been 

1>rovcd,  that  in  consequence  of  fixing  a 
egal  rate,  which  had  often  been  below 
the  market  rate  of  interest,  the  land- 
holder, when  incumbered  by  debts,  was 
forced  to  a  disadvantageous  sale  of  bis 
estate,  or  compelled  to  raise  money  by 
way  of  annuities,  on  lives  named  by  the 
grantee,  at  from  10  to  15  per  cent.  Al- 
tiiough  during  the  period  at  which  these 
inconveniences  were  fblt  by  the  land- 
holder, the  same  incouTeuiences  were  not 
felt  by  the  holders  of  bills  of  exchange: 
that  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  Bank  re- 
striciion,  which  enabled  the  Bank  to  dis- 
count bills  to  an  unlimited  extent.  As 
some  observations  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith 
had  been  alluded  to,  which  were  at  yari- 
ance  with  his  view  of  the  subject,  and, 
Indeed,  with  other  parts  of  that  distin- 
guished writer's  own  work;   it  wasMtis* 


factory  for  him  to  state,  as  lie  was  enabled 
to  do,  that  Dr.  Smith,  with  the  candour 
which  distinguished  great  minds,  had  con- 
fessed, after  having  read  Mr.  Bentham's 
work,  that  the  view  he  had  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject was  not  correct.  His  bill  was  simply 
to  repeal  the  restriction  t>n  the  rate  of 
interest  under  special  contracts, -» the 
rate  of  interest  under  orders  of  courts  of 
law  or  equity  remaining  as  at  present. 
He  then  moved,  '*  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing  the  Laws 
which  prohibit  the  taking  of  Interest  for 
Money/' 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  the  motion  had 
his  hearty  concurrence.  Property  in 
houses  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  its 
holder.  Why,  then,  should  money,  the 
representative  of  property,  be  restricted  ? 
The  holder  of  every  other  kmd  of  pro- 
perty was  left  to  manage  it  to  his  profit 
or  his  loss,  as  it  might  happen.  A  man 
could  let  his  house  at  full  value,  at  double 
value,  or  at  half  value.  Why  should  not 
the  holder  of  money  have  equal  freedom  ? 
The  owner  of  a  house  worth  1,000^.  might 
get  a  yearlv  rent  of  100/.  200/.  or  S^. 
for  it.  If  left  equally  free,  the  owner  of 
money  might  get  10, 15,  or  20pcrcent  from 
some,  when  from  others  he  could  only  get  5 
or  6  per  cent.  Although  this  country  had 
flouruhed  under  restrictive  acts,  he  hoped 
the  time  was  come  when  the  principles 
established  by  the  many  able  books  on 
political  economy  would  be  recognised, 
and  when  every  restriction  would  be  re- 
moved from  roanufoctures  and  commerce 
-—from  the  efibrts  of  industry,  and  the 
enterprises  of  speculation. 

Leave  was  given,  and  the  bill  was 
brought  in,  and  read  a  first  time. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thunday^  February  11. 

CONGRSSS    AT     Aix-LA-ChAPELLX«. 

Holy  Aixiakcb.]  The  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool having  laid  on  the  table,  an  Addi- 
tional Paper  relative  to  the  psyment  o^ 
the  pecuniary  indemnity  by  France  to 
the  Allied  Powers  \inder  the  convention 
signed  at  Aix-la*Chapelle,  on  the^th  of 
October  1818, 

Lord  Holland  wished  Co  ask  the  noble 
earl,  first,  whether  any  paper  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table  respecting  the  slave 
trade;  and  neat,  for  aoroe  explanation 
respecting  the  documents  which  had  been 
laia  before  the  House*  He  did  not  mean 
to  desire  an  explanation  of  the  languaga 
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of  some  of  the  protocols,  in  which  the 
noble  earl  would,  perhaps,  find  it  difficult 
to  discover  a  meaning,   but  to  confine 
himself  to  certain  expressions  which  ap- 
peared to  refer  to  what  was  commonly 
called  the  holj  alliance  (to  which  it  bad 
been   hitherto  understood  England  was 
not  a  partj^,  and  to  ask  whether  the 
noble  earl    intended  to  commonicate  av 
copy  of  the  holy  alliance  to  the  House  ? 
In  a  protocol  signed  at  Aix-ki-Chapelle, 
the  15th  November,  1818,  by  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  Austria,    France^  Great 
Britain,  Prussia  and  Russia,  he  found  it 
declared,   "  That  they"  (that  is  to  say, 
the  powers  above-mentioned^  <<are  firmly 
resolved  never  to  depart,  neither  in  thev 
mutual  relations  nor  in  those  which  bind 
them  to  other  stales,  from  the  prioeiple 
of  intimate  union  which  has  hitherto  pre- 
sided over  all  their  common  relations  and 
interests— a  union  rendered  more  strong 
and  indissoluble  by  the  bonds  of  Christian 
fraternity    which    the    sovereigns    have 
formed  among  themselves.'*  Those  bonds 
of   Christian    fraternity,    he  concluded, 
meant  the  holy  alliance ;   and  this  treaty 
being  thus  alluded  to  in  a  protocol  agreed 
to  by  this  country,  he  thought  it  of  im- 
portance, with  a  view  to  a  proper  consi- 
deration of  the  subject,  that  the  House 
should  be  in  possession  of  a  copy  of  that 
treaty  of  holy  alliance,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain what  were  its  stipulations. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool,  with  reference 
tothe  questionrespecting  the  riave  trade, 
stated,  that  he  expected  shortly  to  be 
enabled  to  lay  papers  upon  that  subject 
before  the  House.  The  other  question 
of  the  noble  lord  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
answering.  The  treaty  of  holy  alHaoce 
was  signed  at  Paris,  in  1815,  personally 
by  the  spvereigns  of  Austria,  Russia  and 
Prussia,  without  the  intervention  of  any 
ministers,  and  was  communicated  to  this 
government.  It  being,  however,  con- 
trary to  the  constitution  of  this  country, 
for  the  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name 
of  the  sovereign,  to  sign  an  autographic 
treaty,  without  the  intervention  of  a  res- 
ponsible minister,  intimation  to  that  eftct 
was  transmitted  to  the  other  sovereigns, 
stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  treaty 
alluded  to  was  in  conformity  with  the  dis- 
position of  the  British  government;  and 
this  government  had  since  indirectly  ac- 
ceded to  it.  It  certunly,  however,  was 
not  his  intention  to  lay  upon  the  table  a 
copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Holy  Alliance» 
Lord  HoUand  thought,  that  their  lord- 
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ships  oughi  to  be  told  what  the  principlea 
were  to  which  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
alluded.  The  protocol  on  the  table  de- 
clared, that  the  five  powers,  of  which  this 
country  was  one,  were  united,  and  acted 
on.  a  principle  of  intimate  union,  rendered 
indissoluble  by  the  bonds  of  Christian 
fraternity.  The  treaties  and  c6nventiows 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle  were  represented  to 
have  been  on  certain  principles,  and  those 
principles^  it  was  to  be  inferred,  were 
the  same  which  had  served  for  the  fouiK 
dation  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  It  appeared 
proper,  therefore,  that  that  paper  should 
be  commuuicated  to  their  lordships;  and 
he  wished  to  know  from  the  noble  earl, 
whether  he  meant  to  lay  it  before  the 
house. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  had 
jalready  stated,  that  this  country  was  no 
party  tothe  treaty  in  qnestion:  it  followed 
of  course  that  it  could  not  be  regularly 
called  for  by  their  lordships.  It  certainly 
had  not  been  his  intention  to  produce  iu 
nor  was  he  aware  of  any  ground  en  which 
it  could  be  laid  before  the*  House.  The 
reference  to  principles  to  which  the  noble 
lord  had  alluded,  was  merely  to  those  om 
which  the  allied  powers  had  all  along 
publiclv  acted* 

Lord  Holland  was  sorry  the  noble  sc^ 
cretary  of  state  was  not  disposed  to  givw 
their  lordships  this  information.  He  was 
extremely  anxious  to  see  what  were  ihrn  • 
bonds  of  Christian  fraternity  to  which  the 
protocol  he  had  alluded  to  referred. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday  f    February  11. 

Contagion  in  the  Plague— Selbct 
Committed  APPOINTED.]  Six  John  Jadt^ 
son,  after  observing  that  he  beKeved  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  his  motion^ 
moved,  <*  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap* 
pomted  to  consider  of  the  Validity  of  the 
Doctrine  of  Contagion  in  the  Plague;  and 
to  report  their  Observations  thereupon  to 
the  House.*' 

Mr.  Wynn  observed,  that  as  no  exphi- 
nation  of  the  reasons,  of  this  motion  had 
been  given,  it  seemed  to  him  a  subject 
on  which  it  would  be  better  to  call  for  the 

rion  ef  Uie  college  of  physicians  than 
committee  of  this  House. 
Mr,  RMmon  said,  he  trusted  he  should 
be  able  to  show  that  there  were  sufficient 
parliamentary  grounds  for  the  present 
motion.  The  quarantine  laws,  it  was  well 
knowDi  were  very  rigid  in  their  naturei 
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fend  enUdled  much  iDconvenience  aod  ex^ 
pense  on  the  ships  that  were  svbjtsct  to 
them.  These  laws  were  entirely  founded 
on  the  opinion  which*  for  some  centuries, 
had  prevailed,  that  the  plague  was  conta* 
gious;  but  recent  inquiries  had  thrown 
considerable  doubts  on  the  validity  of  that 
doctrine.  It  would  be  extremely  desira* 
ble  to  collect  all  the  means  of  decision  as 
to  the  vdidity  of  that  doctrine.  The 
<|uestion  had  been  brought  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  branch  of  government 
niith  which  he  wss  connected,  and  he 
confessed  he  hud  been  struck  with  the 
reasoninffs  which  hsd  been  adduced  in 
favour  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  not  con- 
tagious, but  epidemic  The  Mibject  had 
been  referred  to  the  collefre  of  physidass, 
who  had  originally  advised  the  enactment 
of  the  quarantine  laws ;  therr  opinion  oer* 
taioly  was,  that  their  original  doctrine 
was  sound  and  untouched  by  subsequent 
experiments.  The  subject,  however,  de- 
served every  degree  of  light  which  could 
be  thrown  upon  it,  and  it  ao  happened 
that  the  committee  which  had  sat  last  year 
on  the  prevailing  epidemic  fevers  in  Lon*. 
don,  had  added  to  the  doubts  which  had 
been  entertained  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
plague.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the 
subject  was  not  unworthy  of  the  consider* 
ation  of  a  committee,  as  the  settlement  of 
this  question,  especially  If  it  should  be 
established  that  the  plague  was  epideaiia 
and  not  contagious,  would  be  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  the  interests  of  com- 
merce, and  the  happiness  of  the  world* 

Mr.  JVjfffin  said,  that  after  the  exalana* 
tion  which  had  been  given,  he  coula  have 
no  possible  objection  to  the  motion.  But 
he  trusted  the  House  would  pause  a  little 
before  it  legislated,  if  a  committee  of  the 
House  should  be  of  a  contrary  opinion  to 
Che  coUece  of  phyncians. 

Sir  Jonn  Jackson  begged  to  state  the 
reasons  which  had  indtwed  him  to  trouble 
the  House  with  the  present  motioa»  He 
had  been  on  the  committee  which  had  in- 
quired, in  a  former  session,  into  the  nature 
of  the  epidemic  fever  prevalent  in  London. 
The  testimony  which  Dr.  Roberta  gave  to 
that  committee,  had  perfectly  astonished 
him.  Dr.  Roberta  bad  been  for  24  years 
the  principal  medical  attendant  at  Bartho* 
lomew  hospital,  and  declared,  that  in  all 
that  period  of  his  practice,  he  had  scarcely 
known  an  instance  of  a  fbver  being  con- 
tagious. He  hoped  the  Houie  would 
consent  to  take  tne  siAject  into  oonsi- 
deratioa. 


The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  coas* 
mittee,  consisting  of  the  following  mem* 
hers,  was  appointed:  sir  John  Jackson, 
Mr.  Boiwell,  Mr.  Frederick  Robinson, 
Mr.  Fowell  Buxton,  Mr.  Henry  Clive, 
Mr.  Cust,  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
Mr.  Faaakerley,  Mr.  Davies  Gilbert,  Mr* 
Wallace,  Mr.Sandford  Graham,  Mr.  Hud« 
son  Gurney,  Dr.  Phillimore,  Mr.  Morritt, 
sir  Charles  Monck,  Mr.  Macqueen,  Mr* 
Fleming,  Mr.  Legb,  Mr.  Heygate,  and 
Mr.  Beunet. 

Chimnxy  Swespbrs  Rkgulation 
Bill.  |  Mr.  Bennti  said,  he  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  prevent  the  Sweeping  of  Chimmes  by 
means  of  Climbing  Boys*  As  tliere  were 
many  members  in  the  present  parliament 
who  were  not  in  the  last,  he  deemedit  requi- 
site to  mention  some  of  the  circumstances 
which  hsd  been  stated  to  a  former  parlia* 
ment*  The  report  which  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  that  parliament  had  made,  the 
communications  which  had  been  received 
from  all  parts  of  the  countnr,  and  the 
evidence  which  had  been  collected  and 
placed  before  the  public  for  inspeetiooi 
must  have  fully  justified  those  who  were 
sanguine  last  year,  in  being  more  sanguine 
during  the  present  year.  It  was  not  ne* 
cessary  for  him  to  detail  the  miseries  to 
which  these  poor  children  were  exposed ; 
they  met  the  eye  of  every  nuin  in  hie  daily 
walks.  The  report  of  the  surveyor-gene- 
ral of  the  board  of  works,  which  had  been 
drawn  up  daring  the  recess,  stated  that 
the  chimnies  might  be  divided  into  four 
classes— 910  in  tlie  first  class,  50  in  the 
second,  SO  in  the  third,  and  10  in  the 
fourth,  out  of  every  thousand.  Of  these 
only  10  could  not  be  swept  by  means  of 
machinery.  The  house  of  a  distinguished 
individual  ^he  believed  he  might  mention 
his  name — it  was  earl  Spencer)  was  said 
to  have  its  chimnies  constructed  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  render  it  impossible  that 
they  should  be  swept  by  machines :  by 
his  advice,  however,  machines  had  been 
applied  to  them;  and  he  was  happy  to 
say,  that  they  had  all  been  swept  by 
them.  He  would  therefore  affirm,  that 
there  were  no  chimnies  which  could  hot 
be  swept  by  machines^  or,  if  there  were 
any,  that  they  were  only  found  in  the 
mansions  of  the  rich  and  opulent.  Tlie 
expense,  therefore,  of  altering  them  could 
not  be  severely  felt ;  or  even  if  it  were, 
ought  not  to  be  set  in  competition  with 
the  anguish  and  misery  suficred  by  these 
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climbing  children.  To  show  the  use  of 
the  machine  in  another  point  of  view,  he 
would  only  add,  that  during  the  last  month 
a  chimney  had  been  swept  at  the  Tower  : 
with  a  machine  in  half  an  hour,  which  a 
boy  was  five  hours  sweeping  some  time 
since,  and  in  which,  as  he  was  informed, 
R  boy  was  once  confined  eight  and  twenty 
iiours.  To  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such 
misery,  he  begged  leave  to  bring  in  the 
present  bill,  which  had  been  approved  of 
by  the  last  committee.  The  only  lilc.era- 
tion  which  he  had  made  in  it  since  that 
time  was,  to  allow  two  years  instead  of 
one,  before  he  called  for  the  total  aboli- 
tion of  the  present  practice  of  sweeping 
chimnies. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Exchequer  Bills  Bill.]  On  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading  of 
this  bill, 

Mr.  Elltce  observed,  that  in  a  return 
from  the  Bank  of  England,  he  observed 
the  following  note: — "  This  account  is 
exclusive  of  all'  exchequer  bills  and  Irish 
treasury  bills  purchased  by  the  Bank, 
whether  advertised  to  be  paid  off  or  not.'^ 
He  wished  to  know  whether  this  note  re- 
ferred to  exchequer  bills  held  by  the 
Bank,  which  bad  been  alvertised  to  be 
paid  off,  and  which  that  establishment  had 
not  sent  in  ?  And  secondly,  whether  they 
had  been  so  detained  in  consequence  of 
any  understanding  with  government  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  said, 
that  it  sometimes  happened,  that  when  ex- 
chequer bills  were  advertised  for  payment, 
the  public  received  for  them  either  money 
or  other  bills.  In  the  same  way,  the  Bank 
had  continued  to  hold  exchequer  bills 
over.  The  note  to  which  the  hon.  mem- 
ber liad  referred  was  common  to  all  re- 
turns relating  to  the  advances  made  by 
the  Bank  to  government ;  the  exception 
was  always  made. 

Mr.  EUke  begged  to  explain  his  reason 
for  putting  the  questions.  The  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  on  a  former  night> 
had  said  that  government  had  paid  off 
5,000,000/.  out  of  8,000,000/.  due  to  the 
Bank:  if  the  payment  had  been  made, 
and  the  Bank  at  the  same  time  withheld 
exchequer  bills  that  in  due  course  would 
have  been  paid  off»  so  far  it  would  amount 
to  no  payment.  Waft  he  to  understand 
that  the  two  transactions  did  not  interfere 
with  each  other  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  added, 
that  the  two  transattions  did  not  inter- 
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fere.  When  ho  had  spoken  of  5,000,000/. 
due  to  the  Bank  having  been  paid  off,  he 
meant  to  say,  that  all  the  advances  to  go- 
vernment by  the  Bank  had  been  reduced 
by  that  sum. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 
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Friday^  February  12. 

Trial  by  Battle  Abolition  Bill.] 
This  bill,  on  the  motion  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Denman  observed,  that  as  the  pro- 
posal to  abolish  the  appeal  of  murder  had 
called  forth  some  remarks  in  another 
place,  it  might  be  advisable  that  the  com- 
mittee should  stand  over  for  some  time, 
to  see  whether  any  petitions  were  pre- 
sented against  that  measure.  The  law, 
too,  proposed  to  abolish  the  Wager  of  Bat- 
tle, not  only  in  writs  of  right  hereafter 
to  be  brought,  but  in  any  which  might  be 
now  depending.  Though  he  did  not  know 
that  there  were  any  such  writs  now  de« 
pending,  he  thought  it  would  be  a  bad 
precedent  in  legislation,  to  introduce  a 
clause  having  an  effect  upon  suits  de» 
pending. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed 
on  Monday. 

Cutlery  Trade  Bill.]  This  bill 
was  read  a  third  time.  On  the  motion, 
that  it  do  pass, 

Mr.  Denman  said,  he  had  observed  a 
clause  in  the  bill  which  he  considered 
highW  objectionable :  it  offered  a  reward 
to  ofllenders,  on  their  giving  information 
against  those  who  had  employed  them. 
This  provision  appeared  to  him  to  encou- 
rage the  offenoe  against  which  it  professed 
to^uard,  and  to  ensure  fre<|uent  falsehoods 
in  mformations.  If  the  bill  could  not  be 
carried  into  effect  without  this  provision, 
he  would  rather  lose  it  altogether.  What 
was  its  object,  but  merely  to  mark  with  a 
hammer,  wrought-iron,  so  as  to  distinguish 
it  from  cast-iron  ? 

Mr.  iS^iMtr^  Woriley  said,  the  objection 
had  occurred  to  others  in  preparing  the 
bill;  but  upon  consideration,  all  agreed 
that  without  this  provision  the  bill  would 
be  inefiectual* 

Mr.  Denman  was  glad  that  the  objection 
had  struck  others  as  well  as  himself. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

Droohbda  Electiok  Petition.] 
Sir  J.  Graham  presented  a  Petition  from 
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Edward  Alderson,  the  agent  of  the  peti- 
tioners against  the  Drogheda  election, 
praying  that  the  petitioners,  who  had  not 
pot  in  proper  recognizances  within  the 
lourteen  days  allowed  by  law,  might  have 
further  time  allowed  to  do  so. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  question 
here  appeared  to  htm  to  be,  not  whether 
the  House  was  disposed  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petition,  out  whether  they  were 
not  precluded  by  the  act  from  ihterfering 
fttalL  The  case  was  not  one  in  which 
the  recognizances  had  been  entered  into 
before  the  fourteen  days  had  elapsed,  and 
the  report  had  not  been  made  in  time  to 
the  House;  neither  was  it  a  case  in 
which  the  enlargement  of  the  time  was 
prayed  for  before  the  expiration  of  the 
fourteen  days ;  but  it  was  a  case  in  which 
the  recognizances  had  not  been  entered 
into  before  the  fourteen  days  had  elapsed 
after  the  petition  had  been  presented. 
The  House  had  already  enlarged  the  time 
for  giving  information  to  that  House,  but 
that  enlargement  had  no  reference  to  the 
case  now  before  them.  The  act  said,  that 
good  and  sufficient  security  must  be  got 
within  fourteen  days,  and  it  allowed  that 
period  to  be  enlarged  only  once,  and  that 
for  thirty  days.  But  the  question  really 
was,  whether  it  was  not  imperative  on  the 
House  to  have  granted  that  enlargement 
before  the  fourteen  days  elapsed*  In  the 
present  case,  it  would  not  be  an  eoiarge- 
ment,  but  a  revival  of  the  time.  The 
question  then  was,  wheUier  the  House, 
having  prolonged  the  period  once,  for 
receiving  information  as  to  recognizances 
having  been  entered  into,  could  now  re- 
vive the  period  for  entering  into  those  re- 
cognizances ? 

Mr.  IVynn  observed,  that  the  peti* 
tinners  deserved  the  favourable  consioera- 
tion  of  the  House,  because  this  being  the 
first  general  election  since  the  last  act  was 
passed,  it  was  doubtful  whether  they  were 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  it.  But  it 
seemed  from  the  statement  of  the  case, 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  House, 
bound  down  as  it  was  bj  an  act  of  parlia- 
nent,  to  grant  the  relief  which  had  been 
prayed.  It  might  be  a  question  whether 
this  was  not  a  case  for  a  special  act  of 
legislation,  and  whether,  as  in  former 
eases  in  which  petitioners  had  been  pre* 
vented  from  entering  into  their  recog- 
nizances, being  absent  on  public  service, 
•  special  bill  might  not  be  brought  in  to 
enable  the  House  to  grant  relief. 

iSir  J,  Graham  said,   he  thought  it  ad- 


viseable— as  the  House  could  not  act  in 
the  matter,  to  withdraw  the  petition  for 
the  present.— The  petition  was  then  with- 
drawn. 

NoTTinoHAM  ELscTioy  Pbtition.3 
Mr.  Brougham  stated  the  case  to  the 
House  on  whicn  he  intended  to  move,  that 
the  consideration  of  the  petition  against 
the  election  for  Nottingnam  should  be 
postponed.  Two  petitions  had  been  pre- 
sented against  the  return  for  that  town : 
one  on  the  25th  of  January,  and  the  other 
on  the  Srd  of  February.  The  petitions 
were  in  the  same  words,  but  signed  br 
different  voters.  The  first  petition  which 
had  been  presented  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  the  2nd  of 
March  r  &nd  the  second,  which  was  pin;- 
sented  before  the  first  was  abandoned, 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  considera-* 
tion  on  the  same  day.  After  this,  the 
first  petition  was  abandoned.  If  the  se- 
cond petition  had  been  presented  after  the 
first  had  been  abandoned,  it  could  not 
have  been  taken  into  consideration  till 
between  the  23rd  and  SOth  of  February, 
but  by  keeping  the  first  petition  alive  till 
the  second  was  presented,  the  petitioners 
had  been  forced  into  a  priority  over  peti- 
tions which  had  been  presented  earlier* 
This  was  shortly,  the  ground  on  which 
he  had  to  apply  to  the  candour  and  justice 
of  the  House,  to  put  the  sitting  member 
in  the  same  situation  as  if  the  first  petition 
had  not  been  presented.  The  hardship 
on  the  member  petitioned  against,  was, 
that  as  the  last  day  on  which  the  peti* 
tinners  might  put  in  their  recognizances 
was  the  17th  of  February,  and  as  the  pe- 
tition was  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  2nd  of  March,  the  member  had  only 
six  clear  days  to  prepare  his  lists.  He 
therefore  moved,  that  the  order  for  taking 
the  petition  into  consideration  on  the  2nd 
of  March  be  discharged. 

Mr.  Bathurst  said,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
know  on  what  grounds  the  proposal  could 
be  made.  It  had  been  admitted  that  both 
the  petitions  were  in  the  same  words ;  it 
eould  not  be  said,  therefore,  that  the 
sitting  member  was  taken  by  surprise. 
The  circumstances  connected  with  tho 
petitions  were  these:— the  agent  of  the 
petitioners  had  not  been  aware  of  the  no- 
tice required  on  putting  in  sureties ;  when 
he  had  come  to  town,  therefore,  be  had 
found  that  the  time  had  elapsed  for  giving 
notice.  He  had  therefore  sent  in  another 
petition,  signed  bj  different  electors,  ia 
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the  same  words  as  the  former.  He  tliere- 
fore  could  nbt  tee  that  thw  was  a  disad- 
vantage to  the  sitting  member,  because, 
if  a  mistake  had  not  occurred,  he  would 
have  had  to  meet  the  first  petition  at  the 
time  that  he  would  now  have  to  meet  the 
second.  It  was  to  be  observed  also,  that 
the  days  between  the  23rd  and  3()th  of 
March  were  full,  so  that  if  the  petition 
was  not  taken  into  consideration  on  the 
day  now  appointed,  it  must  be  put  to  the 
end  of  the  list.  It  deserved  consideration, 
too,  whether,  it  was  adviseable  to  keep 
such  a  lown  as  Nottingham  in  a  state  of 
ferment  longer  than  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Brougham^  in  explanation,  said, 
that  his  noble  friend  the    member  lor 
Nottingham  (lord  Randiflfe),  bad  been 
put  to  this  material  inconvenience,   that 
whereas  if  the  first  petition  had  been  pro* 
ceeded  with,  he  would  have  had  from  the 
7th  to  the  24th  of  February  to  prepare 
his  lists ;  he  had  now  only  from  the  I7th 
to  the  24th.     He  had,  notwithstanding 
this,  been  put  to  expense  and  inconve- 
nience from  the  presentation  of  the  first 
petition.    If  his  motion  was  rejected,  it 
might,  and  undoubtedly  would  happen, 
that  a  first  petition  would  be  presented 
without  any  intention  of  prosecuting  it. 
After  which  a  second  petition  would  be 
put  forth,   the  recognizances  on  which 
might  be  entered  into  only  a  short  time 
before  the  ballot.    If  the  House  could  not 
fix  any  day  between  tlie  28rd  and  SOth  of 
Bfarch,  because  there  was  no  vacancy,  it 
was  to  be  recollected,  that  it  was  by  the 
negligence  of  the  petitioners  that  they  had 
incurred  this  inconvenience.     The  fair 
course  for  them  to  have  pursued,   would 
have  been  to  have  acted  as  the  petitioners 
in  the  Camelford  election  had  done--to 
have  abandoned  the  first  petition  before 
the  second  was  presented.    If  the  House 
should  object  to  a  long  delay,  there  was 
the  9th  of  March  which  stood  open,   as 
the  petition  from  Oxford  would  not  be 
prosecuted  as  an  election  petition. 

Mr.  Baihurst  said,  that  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  sentleroan  only  wished  fbr  a  delay 
of  a  wedc,  be  should  not,  though  it  would 
be  inconvenient  to  the  petitioning  party, 
oppose  it. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  bis  application  was, 
that  the  petition  should  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration on  some  day  betvreen  the  2Srd 
and  90th  of  March. 

Mr.  IF^nsaid,  he  conceived  a  member 
was  bound  to  prepare  his  defence  from 
the  first  moment  of  the  presentation  of  a 
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petition  against  him.  Yet,  at  the  same 
time,  the  petitioners,  who  had  neglected 
to  take  the  proper  steps  in  the  first  peti- 
tion, could  not  complain  if  they  were  put 
in  the  same  situation  as  if  that  petition 
had  not  been  presented. 

Lord  CoMtlerea^h  thought  it  fair  tO/grant 
any  accommodation  to  the  sitting  member 
that  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  just 
claims  of  the  petitioners,  who  were  but 
too  liJcely  to  be  inconvenienced  by  the 
extent  of  the  delay  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  proposed.  With  a 
view  to.  decide  fairly  towards  both  parties, 
he  thought  it  better  to  discharge  the 
order,  and  fix  the  ballot  for  the  9th  of 
March. 

Mr.  Brongham  acquief^ced  in  the  ar- 
rangement proposed  by  the  noble  lord, 
and  the  ballot  was  accordingly  fixed  for 
the  9th  of  March. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday^  February  15* 

Petitiov  vbok  London  for  thb 
sopprbssion  of  dlsornsbly  housbs.] 
The  Sherifi  of  London  presented  a  Pe* 
tition  firom  the  Lord  Mayor,  Ac  setting 
forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners  have  long  and 
deeply  lamented  the  extent  and  prevalence 
of  female  prostitution,  and  its  unhappy 
and  pernicious  effects  on  society  at  large, 
but  more  especially  among*  the  rising  ge- 
nevs4ion;  and  that  they  are  convinced 
that  the  number  of  brothels  and  disorderly 
houses  which  are  to  be  found  in  various 
parts  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  methods 
which  are  devised  and  practised  by  the 
proprietors  of  such  houses  to  evade  the 
existing  laws,  have  gneatly  contributed  to 
the  continuance  and  increase  of  this  alarm- 
ing evil;  that,  notwithstanding  the  nt- 
most  vigilance  of  the  magistracy,  their 
efforts  have  too  fluently  proved  unavail« 
ing  for  the  suppression  of  houses  of  this 
infamous  description,  by  reason  of  tba 
heavy  expenses  which  attend  the  prose- 
cution of  the  parties  by  indictment,  and 
the  ease  with  which  tbev  can  occatioa 
delay,  by  the  adoption  of  legal  artifices ; 
also«  on  account  of  the  great  and  aknost 
insuperable  difficulty  of  procuring  evidence, 
of  that  nature  and  degree  which  theexist-^ 
ing  laws  require  to  convict  the  owners  or 
occupiers  of  such  dkorderly  houses  and 
brothels.;  that  in  many  instances  of  con* 
viction  and  punishment,  afier  much  delajr 
and  expense,    the  occupiers  arc  foimd 
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frequently  to  transfer  the  poneMion  to 
others  of  the  same  description^  and  who 
continue  to  practise  the  same  iniquitoua 
conduct;  the  petitioners  therefore  humbly 
submit  to  the  House  the  necesiity  which 
exists  of  rendering  the  laws  more  adequate 
and  efficient  to  the  remedy  of  this  evil, 
by  such  means  as  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
House  shall  appear  expedient/' 

Mr.  Alderman  fVood^  on  moving  that 
the  petition  be  printed,  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  reminding  the  House  of  the 
great  importance  of  the  subject.  The 
present  law  was,  he  said,  quite  insuffi- 
cient to  repress  the  existing  evil.  The 
dbgraceful  mode  in  which  those  unfor- 
tunate women  were  managed  during  their 
confinement,  kept  without  labour,  and 
nixed  up  with  paupers,  was  also  a  topic 
that  demanded  serious  attention.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  propose  any  measure 
on  the  subject;  but  perhaps  the  law 
officers  of  the  crown  Would,  at  some  future 
period,  apply  themselves  to  iu  legislative 
correction. 

Slavs  Tbadx.]  Lord  Castlereagh 
laid  on  the  table  papers  relating  to  the 
Slave  Trade,  and  minutes  of  the  confe- 
rences which  had  taken  place  on  this 
subject  at  the  Congress  of  Aix-  la-Chapelle. 

Mr.  WUberfcTce  said,  that  the  docu* 
menu  were  too  voluminotis  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  to-morrow,  as  the  noble 
lord  had  proposed. 

Lord  Casuereagh  concurred,  that  mem- 
bers could  not  be  prepared  for  a  discussion 
on  the  subject  until  the  papers  had  been 
printed;  he  therefore  woula  postpone  his 
notice  until  Fridav  next* 

Mr.  Smyth  wished  to  obtain  from  the 
noble  lord  some  information  on  another 
important  point  eonnected  with  this  in- 
teresting question.  The  House  were 
nware  that  conventions  had  been  signed 
between  this  country  and  Spain  and 
Portugal,  for  the  establishment  of  com- 
missions for  the  adjudication  of  captured 
slave  ships  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in 
South  America,  and  in  the  island  of 
Trinidad.  The  ratifications  of  those  con- 
ventions were  to  be  exdianged  within  n 
limited  titne;  and  al  the  expiration  of 
twelve  months  at  the  latest,  the  com- 
missions were  lo  be  established.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  t^t  desirable 
object  bad  yet  been  accomplished,  and 
if  not,  when  it  was  probable  toat  it  wouU 
bo  attained. 

Lord  CastfarstfA  obsarved,  thai  theee 
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had  been  three  conventions  concluded  of 
the  nature  described  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, otie  with  the  government  of  the 
Netherlands,  which  had  not  been  pro- 
ceeded upon,  as  it  had  not  yet  received 
the  sanction  of  the  legislature.  With 
respect  to  the  conventions  with  Spain  and 
Portugal,  bills  had  passed  which  liad 
enabled  hb  majesty's  government  to  act 
on  them.  They  had  followed  up  all  the 
details  of  the  subject  with  the  utmost 
anxiety  for  their  completion,  and  although 
the  necessity  of  combining  their  arrange- 
ments with  the  arrangements  of  foreign 
powers  had  retarded  the  operation,  he  had 
the  satisfsction  to  say,  that  at  a  very  early 
period  the  commisriona  would  be  in  action. 
.Mr.  WUbprfinree  complained,  that  a 
«  strange  dela^  had  occurred  in  sending  out 
the  commissioners.  He  did  not  moan  to 
impute  it  to  th^  noble  lord  opposite  ;  but 
the  House  should  know,  that  every  day 
which  was  suffinred  to  pass  before  they 
went  ont,  signed  the  death-warrant  of 
hundreds  of  tneir  fellow^creatures. 

Trial  by  Battle  Abolition  Bill.] 
The  Aiiomey  General^  in  moving  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  on  this  bill,  begged 
to  be  allowed  to  make  one  or  two  obser- 
vations on  the  subject.  He  understood 
that  he  had  been  accused  of  havine  sur- 
reptitiously introduced  mto  the  bul  the 
Abolition  of  Appends  of  Murder— his 
original  proposition  being  merely  the 
Abolition  of  the  Wager  of  Battle;  and 
that  he  had  also  been  accused  of  hurrying 
the  measure  through  the  House.  The 
truth  of  those  chaiges  he  utterly  and 
absolutely  denied.  He  might  appeal  to 
every  hon.  gentleomn  who  was  a  member 
of  the  last  parliament,  whether,  in  giving 
notice  on  the  subject  in  the  last  session, 
he  did  not  distinctly  state  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  propose  the  Abolition  of 
Appeals,  and  of  course  the  Wager  of 
Battle  as  comprehended  in  them.  He 
did  not  at  the  time  of  giving  that  notice, 
name  a  day  for  making  his  motion,  be- 
cause he  knew  that  various  opinions  were 
entertained  on  the  subject,  and  he  wished 
hon.  gentlemen  to  turn  their  minds  to  it 
in  the  interval  between  the  dissolution  of 
the  last  and  the  assembling  of  the  present 
parliament.  IVhen,  in  tba  present  ses- 
sion, ha  gave  notice  of  his  motion,  he  also 
distinotlj  stated  that  he  intended  to 
aropose  the  Abolition  of  Appeals  of 
Miwder,  and  haEvbtteooffht  in  the  bill 
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en  the  1st  of  February,  he  wat  so  far  from 
making  any  attempt  tosmugeleit  through 
the  Hoosef  that  he  delayed  the  further 
proceeding  on  it  until  the  Tuesday 
se'nntght  after.  It  was  his  intention,  if 
the  Ho  use  went  into  the  commiltee  on 
the  bill,  to  propose  several  amendments, 
chiefly  in  the  phraseology  of  the  clauses, 
but  one  of  a  material  nature.  An  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  thrown  out  a 
doubt  if  the  appeal  of  treason  was  yet  in 
existence.  Unquestionably,  the  appeal 
of  treason  committed  in  this  country  had 
long  ceased ;  still  there  might  be  some 
doubt  with  respect  to  treason  committed 
abroad,  although  it  must  be  considered 
as  virtually  abolished,  since  there  was  no 
court  in  which  an  appeal  could  be  brought, 
unless  by  especial  interference  of  the 
king.  But,  if  the  abolition  of  it  was  not 
expressly  stated  in  the  law  books,  he 
could  have  no  hesitation  in  introducing  it 
in  this  bill.  Holding  the  official  sitoatipn 
which  he  did,  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
justify  himself  from  the  charges  which  had 
been  brought  against  him;  although  he 
was  persuaded  that  no  hon.  member* on 
either  side  of  the  House  could  believe 
him  capable  of  such  conduct  as  that  of 
which  he  had  been  accused. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  perfectly  acquitted  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  of  all  inten- 
tion either  surreptitiously  to  introduce  a 
subject  into  the  bill  of  which  he  had  given 
no  notice,  or  of  endeavouring  to  hurry  or 
smuggle  the  measure  through  the  House. 
On  the  contrary,  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  gi>en  more  than  the  usual 
and  necessary  notice  of  his  proposition. 
The  hon.  baronet  said,  tltat  he  wished  to 
save  one  part  of  the  law  of  appeal ; 
namely,  that  which  was  made  in  cases  of 
murder ;  and  he  intended,  when  the  bill 
was  recommitted,  to  submit  an  amend- 
meat  to  that  effect.  He  admitted  it 
would  be  a  hardship  to  have  any  man 
liable  to  be  tried  twice  for  the  same 
offence;  but  he  considered  the  right  of 
.appeal  in  such  cases  necessary,  as  ft  pro- 
tection against  an  undue  exercise  ef  the 
power  of  the  crown  in  pardoning  persons 
convicted  of  murder. 

S\xJafP€s  Mackintosh  said,  he  would 
have  offered  himself  upon  this  subject  on 
a  former  occasion,  had  he  anticipated  any 
serious  objection  to  the  bill ;  but  he  con- 
sidered it  so  wise  and  so  much  called  for 
a  measure*  that  he  did  not  imagme  any 
individual  would  have  opposed  it.  He 
vould  listen  with  pleasure  to  any  argu-- 
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meats  which  might  be  offered  in  iavour  oF 
the  appeal  in  cases  of  murder  ;  but  he 
professed  he  did  not  see  how  any  part  of 
the  law  could  be  suffered  to  remain,  with* 
out  leaving  a  principle  equally  inconsistent 
with  humanity  and  justice.  The  objec- 
tions to  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  it  which 
applied  to  cases  of  murder,  rested  upon 
no  better  authority  than  the  observations 
of  Junius  upon  the  case  of  the  Kennedies. 
The  bill  was  then  committed. 

Chimney  Sweepers  Regulatiox 
Bill.]  On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Omniartey  made  two  objections  to 
it.  The  first  was  tliat  the  laws  as  tliey 
stood  at  present  gave  the  climbing  boys 
sufficient  protection ;  and  the  second,  that 
the  machinery  which  was  proposed  to  be 
substituted*  for  them  was  not  found  to 
succeed. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  that  if  the  hon.  mem- 
ber had  devoted  an  hour  of  his  time  to 
reading  the  reports  of  the  committees 
which  had  investigated  the  matter,  he 
would  have  founcl  a  complete  and  satis- 
factory answer  to  his  objections.  The 
answer  to  the  first  might  be  found  io  the 
evidence  of  the  masters  themselves,  who 
had  all  admitted  that  the  laws  were  not 
sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  chil- 
dren. His  answer  to  the  second  objectioo 
would  be,  that  that  could  not  be  called  a 
failure  in  the  machinery  which  succeeded 
in  990  cases  out  of  1000. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

Usury  LAwa  Repeal  Bill.]  On 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading 
of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Caicrq/i  said,  he  did  not  intend  t» 
offer  any  objection  to  the  bill  in  its 
present  siage,  nor  to  its  going  into  m 
committee ;  but  when  the  report  of  th# 
committee  should  be  brought  up,  be 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  give  the  measure 
eveiy  opposition  in  his  power. 

Mr.  Protheroe  also  expressed  his  inten- 
tion  of  postponing  his  opposition  to  the 
bill.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  much  too 
bold  an  experiment  at  the  present  time ; 
and  he  trusted  that  at  a  future  stage  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  would  be  in« 
duced  to  withdraw  the  measure. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onskno  said,  that  as  the 
opposition  to  his  measure  was  postponed, 
he  would  of  course  also  postpone  his 
defence  of  it.  He  fervently  hoped  that  it 
would   be    fairiy    considered,    his   firm 
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opinion  being  that  it  was  most  desirable. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  respecting  the  Proceed- 
ings AGAINST  Edward   BuRk.3     Mr. 
R,  Martin^  in  pursuance  of  notice,  rose 
Co  move  for  d  copy  of  the  bill  of  indict- 
ment found  against  Edward  Burk,  and  the 
proceedings  had  tliereon.     After  some 
preliminary  observationsi  the  hon.  gentle- 
rosn  proceeded  to  state*  that  in  1815  a 
bill  of  indictment,  at  his  instance,  had 
been   found  against  Edward  Burk,    for 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury ;  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  bill  having  been  found 
against  Mr.  Burk,  he  would  have  been 
put  on  his  trial,  but  for  an  affidavit,  in 
which  he  stated  the  absence  of  a  material 
witness,  of  the  name  of  Brown.     Another 
affidavit  had  been  put  in  by  him  (Mr. 
Martin)  contradicting   the  statement  in 
the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Burk,  but  the /Court 
liad  thought  fit  to  postpone  the  trial  of 
Mr.  Burk  to  a  subsequent  term.    How- 
ever, it  was  not  his  wish  now  to  object  to 
this  first  postponement.    But  at  the  fol- 
lowing term,  be,  in  bis  turn,  had  moved 
fur  the  postponement  of  the  trial  to  a 
future  term,  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
a  material  witness,  Mr.  Colliss,  an  eminent 
barrister,  who  was  then  ill  of  a  bilious 
fever.    His  application  appeared  (o  him 
a  reasonable  one.    In  his  affidavit  he  had 
stated,  that  he  heard  Mr.  Colliss  was  in 
such  a  state  of  indisposition  -that  he  could 
not  with  safety  to  bis  life  attend  on  his 
trial.    He  also  stated  that  Mr.  Colliss  had 
been  served  with  a  subpoena  to  appear 
and  give  evidence  at  this  trial.  Mr.  Baron 
M*Lelland,  the  judge  who  presided  on 
the  trial,  objected,  however,  to  that  affi- 
davity  for  a  curious  reason,  because  the 
person  who  made  the  affidavit  had  not 
sworn  positively  that  he  had  seen   Mr. 
Colliss^  or  could  state  from  his  own  know- 
ledge, that  he  could  not  positively  attend. 
In  order  to  remove  this  objection  of  Baron 
M'Lelland,  he  had  produced  the  affidavit 
of  a  physician,  who  swore  that  Mr.  Colliss 
could  not,  with  safety  to  his  life,  give 
testimony  at  that  trial.   However,  though 
the  trial  was  postponed  when  all  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  .^rown  were  in  attendance, 
the  Court  would  not  consent  to  postpone 
it  in  November,  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  a  material  witness  for  the  prosecution. 
The  application,  too,  was  not  made  to 
postpone  the  trial  to  the  next  commission, 
btu  merely  from  day  to  day.    He  had 
merely  wished  to  have  it  removed  from 


the  top  of  the  list  of  causes  to  the  bottom, 
in  order  to  see  whether  the  witness  might 
not  be  able  to  attend  during  the  com- 
mission. He  could  only  say  further,  that 
every  man  in  Ireland,  capable  of  pro- 
nouncing an  opinion  on  the  subject, 
with  whom  he  had  ever  spoken,  agreed  in 
stating  that  a  more  outrageous  determi- 
nation than  the  one  in  question  never  had 
been  come  to.  The  hon.  gentleman  con- 
cluded with  moving,  *<  That  the  clerk  of 
the  crown  for  the  city,  of  Dublin  do  lay 
before  this  House,  a  copy  of  the  bill  of 
indictment  found  against  Edward  Burk 
for  perjury,  together  with  the  proceedings 
thereon.*' 

Lord  Ca^lereagh  said,  that  the  House 
knew  how  important  a  subject  was  a  charge 
against  any  of  the  learned  judges  of  the 
land,  and  that  it  ought  not,  in  fairness,  to 
be  gone  into,  until  every  information  on 
both  sides  were  before  them.  He  should, 
therefore,  put  it  to  the  hon.  member, 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  post- 
pone his  motion  until  his  right  hon.  friend 
}Mr.  C.  Grant),  the  representative  of  the 
rish  government,  was  present.  He  would 
be  in  nis  place  in  a  few  days,  and  it  was 
natural  to  believe  that  he  possessed  more 
information  upon  the  subject  than  any  of 
his  majesty's  ministers  in  the  House.  He 
was  satisfied  that  the  hon.  member  did  not 
intend  to  produce  anjr  unfavourable  im- 
pression against  the  learned  judge,  until 
the  whole  of  the  subject  could  be  gone 
into ;  and  he  trusted,  therefore,  he  would 
consent  to  the  delay.  For  his  own  part, 
ignorant  as  be  was  of  the  transaction 
alluded  to,  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  state,  from 
a  personal  knowledge  of  the  learned  judge, 
that  there  was  no  one  of  the  learned  judges 
of  either  kingdom,  to  whom  the  strictly 
honourable  character  which  happily  be- 
longed to  them  all  might  be  more  pecu- 
liarly applied  than  to  him.  The  noble 
lord  concluded  by  expressing  a  hppe,  that 
the  hon.  member  would,  for  the  present, 
consent  to  withdraw  Ids  motion. 

Mr*  Wvnn  thought  it  would  be  enter- 
taining the  charge  against  the  learned 
judge,  to  consent  to  the  motion  at  pre- 
senL  He  therefore  suggested  that  it 
should  be  withdrawn,  and  when  brought 
forward,  that  it  should  be  simply  for  tho 
documents  alluded  to,  without  going  into, 
the  merits  of  the  case,  until  it  should  be 
seen  from  those  documents,  whether  it  was 
one  which  the  House  ought  to  go  into. 
-  The  motion'  waa  then  withdrawn  for  a 
fortnight* 
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Tuesday^  February  16* 

Corn  Laws.]  Sir  C.  Monch  faid.  he 
held  in  his  hand  a  Petition,  which,  what- 
ever  might  be  the  general  opinion  of  the 
country  on  the  subject,  he  was  able  to 
say  was  siened  by  several  hundred  of  as 
substantial  and  respectable  mdi?idaa]s,  at 
were  to  be  found  of  the  same  description 
and  profession  in  any  part  of  the  united 
kingdom.  Theywere  occupiers  and  owners 
of  land  in  the  county  of  Northumberland. 
He  knew  the  signatures  of  most  of  them, 
and  could  bear  testimony  to  their  being 
roost  respectable  and  substantial  farmers. 
The  petitioners  alleged  that  the  sale  and 
productions  of  this  country  were  sufficient 
to  support  its  present  population,  and 
would  be  sufficient  to  support  a  greater 
population ;  and  they  therefore  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  the 
impolicy  of  permitting  the  importation, 
free  from  dut^,  of  the  productions  of 
foreign  countries  of  a  nature  similar  to 
that  of  our  own ;  because  such  permission 
tended  to  disable  the  agriculturists  of  the 
country  fi'om  paying  the  taxes  and  ez« 
penses  imposed  on,  and  belonging  to,  the 
employment  they  followed,  llie  peti- 
tioners prayed  the  House  to  take  the  sub- 
ject into  consideration,  and  refer  it  to  a 
committee,  before  whidi  they  might  ad- 
duce what  evidence  they  could  in  support 
of  their  allegations,  and  if  those  allega- 
tions should  be  proved  to  be  true,  they 
prayed  that  the  House  would  take  sucn 
steps  as  might  affi>rd  to  the  cultivators  of 
the  soil  protection  similar  to  that  which 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  the 
kingdom  enjoyed  in  the  practice  of  their 
occupations  from  the  existing  laws. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Windsor  E8tabli9hmxnt.1  Lord 
Caillereagh  said,  that  the  order  for  going 
into  a  committee  of  the  House  on  the 
Prince  Regent'e  Message,  and  that  part 
of  the  Speech  of  the  Lords  Commissioners, 
which  related  to  the  Royal  Establishment 
at  Windsor,  had  been  fixed  for  Thursday, 
the  18th.  He  understood  the  report  of 
the  committee  up  stairs  would  be  ready 
to  be  laid  before  the  House  on  Wednes- 
day ;  but  as  the  interval  between  that  and 
the  following  day  was  not  sufficient  toper- 
nait  members  to  examine  it»  be  thooght  it 
expedient  that  the  former  order  ihottld 
be  discharged^  and  •  new  one  made  for 
Monday. 
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Mr.  Tiemey  said,  that  he  should  then 
OB  Monday  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
on  the  grant,  which  he  understood  was  to 
be  recommended,  of  10,000^  a  year  to 
the  Duke  of  York,  as  ewstos  persona. 

Bank  op  Ireland.]  Mr.  GreitfM 
observed,  that  the  accounts  for  which,  in 
pursuance  of  his  notice,  be  was  about  to 
move,  were  of  three  descriptions.  The 
first  related  to  the  issues  of  paper  by  the 
Baak  of  Irelsnd ;  the  second  to  deposits 
of  the  public  money  in  the  Bank  of  Ire* 
land ;  the  third,  to  the  remuneration  on 
the  part  of  the  public  to  the  Bank  of  Ire^ 
laud  for  the  management  of  the  public  debt 
and  other  services.  With  respect  to  Uie 
first  subject,  the  issues  of  paper,  he 
believed  it  would  appear  that  tnose  issues 
had  increased  since  1797,  in  a  mudi 
greater  proportion  than  the  issues  of  the 
Bank  of  England;  for  that,  being  in 
1797»  only  600.0(Xtf.  they  were  now  fi>or 
millions  and  a  half.  With  respect  to  the 
second  subject,  the  deposits  of  public 
money  in  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  those  de- 
posits were  of  the  same  nature  as  the  go- 
vernment deposiu  in  the  Bank  of  England. 
They  had,  however,  very  considerably 
decreased  during  the  last  three  or  four 
years.  That  decrease  was  in  the  propor- 
tion of  15  to  S ;  the  Treasurjr  the  Chan- 
cery, and  the  Exchequer  being  the  only 
departments  of  the  Irish  government  de- 
posits from  which  were  placed  in  the 
Bank  of  Ireland.  On  the  Jst  of  January 
last,  the  aggregate  amount  of  those 
deposits  did  not  exceed  700,00(M.  It 
was  his  wish  that  all  those  who  transacted 
the  public  business  should  be  rewarded 
liberally.  He  had  combated  the  emolu- 
ments derived  firom  public  balances  by 
the  Bank  of  England,  not  because  they 
were  liberal,  but  because  they  were  pro- 
fuse rewards  of  the  services  rendered  to 
the  public  by  the  Bank  of  England;  and 
he  lutd  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  was  ^irly  entitled  to  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  deposit  of  the 
sum  he  had  mentioned.  With  respect  to 
the  third  subject,  the  remuneration  which 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  received  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  public  debt,  he  should  say 
litUe  for  this  good  reason,  that  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  received  no  such  remuneration. 
TheBankof  Ireland  charged  nothing  for 
tiuit  or  any  other  service  to  the  Irish  go* 
▼emment.  Without  wishing  to  make  any 
invidious  comparison  between  the  con- 
duct, on  this  point,  of  the  Bsoik  of  Eog* 


4413 


Galmay  EtecHtm  PeiUion, 


Fks.  16»  1819. 


[449 


kuid  and  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  he  might  be 
permitted  to  commend  the  liberaliljf  of  the 
Hank  of  Ireland,  and  to  expreta  hia  hope 
that  the  result  of  the  inret ligation,  for  toe 
inatitution  of  which  he  had  given  notice 
of  a  motion,  would  be  to  set  up  the  ex- 
ample of  tlie  Bank  of  Ireland  as  that 
which  the  Bank  of  England  ought  to 
follow.  The  hon.  gentleman  then  moved 
for  the  said  accounts. 

Mr.  Mannings  notwithstanding  the 
side*wind  Attack  which  the  hon.  ftentl»- 
man  had  just  made  on  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, hoped  the  House  would  abatam 
from  forming  any  opinion  on  the  subject) 
until  the  hon.  gentleman  should  make  the 
motion  which  he  had  given  notice  of  hia 
intention  to  make  after  Easter,  when  be 
trusted  he  sliould  be  able  to  satisfy  the 
House  that  the  chargea  mado-  by  the 
Bank  of  England  for  the  management  of 
the  public  debt,  and  Ibr  other  services  to 
the  public,  were  perfectly  reaaonaUei  and 
auch  as  ou^ht  to  be  allowed. 
The  motiona  were  then  agreed  to. 

SscnaiTT  OF  trc  Livbs  or  Sbambv, 
Ac]  Sir  J.  Newport  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  better  aecuring  of  the 
lives  of  seamen  and  passengers  wrecked 
or  stranded,  or  in  danger  thereof.  He 
observed,  that  although  there  were 
various  laws  for  the  recompenee  of  those 
who  saved  the  «argoea  or  veasels,  there 
were  none  for  the  racompenca  of  those 
who  saved  the  lives  of  tne  seamen  ttid 
passengers.  The  consequence  was,  that 
the  preservation  of  the  latter  was  fre* 
quently  postponed  to  the  preservation  of 
the  former.  Hia  object,  in  the  bill 
which  he  now  proposed,  was,  in  thoae 
esses  in  which  the  cargo  was  saved,  to 
make  the  recompense  for  saving  the  lives 
of  the  seamen  and  passengers,  a  lien  on 
the  cargo,  in  the  light  of  a  salvage,  which 
the  parties  shouM  have  a  right  to  daira ; 
and  m  those  cases  in  which  the  cargo  was 
not  saved,  to  provide  a  moderate  recom- 
penee for  the  same  purpose  out  of  the 
public  purse.  He  also  wished  to  incorpo- 
rate a  provision  in  the  biH  for  the  general 
establishment  on  the  coast  of  Kfe  boats. 
To  the  principle  of  the  measure  he  ap- 
prehenaed  there  could  be  no  objection. 
Whether  or  not  he  cooM  satisfy  the 
House  with  respect  to  the  details,  wodd 
remain  to  be  ascertained.  He  trusted, 
however,  that  as  the  subject  was  one  so 
interesting  to  humanity,  the  House  would 
allow  him  to  brm^  in  the  bilk 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
not  imagine  that  any  objection  could  be 
raissd  againsf  a  principla  equally  conao- 
nant  with  humanity  and  justice.  In  ar* 
ranging  the  details  of  the  measure,  there 
might  perhaps  arise  difficulties,  which  he 
should  meet  with  every  disposition  to  re- 
move or  surmount. 

Mr.  Davies  GUberi  said,  that  the  object 
of  the  bill  was  one  highly  to  be  approved 
of.  He  had  himself  brought  forward  a 
measure  somewhat  similar,  in  the  last  par* 
Itament,  and  he  was  glad  to  see  tho  sab-» 
ject  in  hands  much  more  able,  and  much 
more  likely  to  bring  it  to  a  successfbl 
issue. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  all  he  coo* 
tended  for  was,  the  principle  of  the  bill  3 
objections  might  be  made  to  the  detallt 
but  he  hoped  his  bill  would  not  be  in- 
volved in  one  of  a  more  complicated  iia« 
ture,  which  had  been  formerly  iotroducad 
into  the  House. 

Leave  wu  giren  to  bring  in  the  bDl. 

Galway  Election  Pbtitioh.]  The 
adjourned  debate  on  the  motion  made 
▼eaterday,  "  That  tlie  tlase  fbr  the  right 
hon.  Dennis  Bowes  Daly  and  Gyles  Eyre» 
esq.  to  enter  into  their  recognisances  be 
enlarged  till  the  ISth  of  March/*  bring 
naumad. 

Sir  J.  Madnniosk  observed,  that  by  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  he  was  now  en- 
abled to  make  a  short  statement  of  th^ 
Sounds  on  which  the  petitiooatv  prajjrad 
r  the  enlargement  in  question ;  in  tloinji; 
which  the  House  would  perceive  that  thmr 
equity  and  liberality  were  strongly  ap- 
pealed to  by  the  circumstances  of  the  caae. 
The  time  prescribed  for  entering  into  re- 
cogaiaances  was  14  days.  He  concerretf» 
that  the  afect  of  the  detennination  of  the 
House  to  adhere  rigoroualy  to  the  role  In 
the  case  of  petitions  from  remote  parts  of 
Ireland,  would  be  to  shut  the  door  of  the 
House  against  such  petitions.  By  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  recognisances  OoaM 
not  be  entered  into  without  giving  eight 
days  notice,  which  eight  days  were  in- 
duded  in  tho  14  days ;  and  it  wouM  be 
impossible  in  the  remaining  time  to  comply 
with  the  rola,  in  the  case  of  petiticms  mm 
the  extreme  parts  of  Ireland,  such  aa  the 
county  of  Galway.  The  question  Ibr  tho 
House,  therefore,  was,  whether  they 
would  pass  the  titroost  verge  of  possibility, 
and  fix  a  time  for  the  rntering  into  recog- 
nisances in  petitions  from  roe  esftrease 
I  parts  of  Ireland)  in  which  communication 
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by  letter  could  not  take  place.  He  had 
looke^into  the  Journals  of  the  House,  and 
found  two  cases  bearing  an  analogy  to 
the  present ;  namely,  the  caiBes  of  Saltash 
and  Dungarvon,  in  which  an  extension 
of  time  was  granted  by  the  House.  In 
the  case  of  Saltash,  the  time  had  just 
elapsed,  as  in  the  present  case,  and  an 
application  was  made  for  an  extension, 
on  the  ground  that  letters  had  been  mis« 
laid  which  were  sent  by  post«  It  was  to 
be  recollected,  that  Saltash  was  not  a 
fourth  part  of  the  distance  of  Galway; 
and  certainly  greater  negligence  had  been 
shown  than  in  this  case.  In  the  other 
case,  that  of  Dungarvon,  the  ground  of 
application  was,  that  the  petitioner  was 
residing  at  the  time  at  some  distance  from 
the  place  where  he  usually  resided ;  and 
this  was  deemed  by  the  House  a  sufficient 
reason  for  enlarging  the  period.  Now, 
he  conceived  that  a  petition  from  a  re- 
mote part  of  Ireland  was  entitled  to  a 
treatment  at  least  as  favourable  as  that 
which  the  petitioner  in  this  last  case  ex- 
perienced. He  was  satisfied  that  if  the 
prater  of  the  petition  was  acceded  to,  the 
petition  would  not  be  found  frivolous  or 
vexatious.  The  petitioners  were  reso- 
lutely  determined  to  prosecute  their  peti- 
tion, if  the  House  would  only  keep  the 
doors  of  justice  open  to  them  a  little 
longer. 

Mr.  Bathurst  said,  that  in  the  view 
which  he  himself  took  of  the  case,  he 
thought  that  the  House  were  not  called 
on  to  consider  the  alleffed  hardship. 
The  time  fixed  by  law  had  been  allowed, 
but  the  law  had  not  been  complied  with, 
nor  had  any  thing  particular  been  stated 
with  regard  to  this  case  which  prevented 
compliance.  The  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman did  not  complain  of  tlie  want  of 
liberality  on  the  part  of  the  House,  but 
he  complained  of  the  hardship  of  the  law 
in  general.  The  hon.  and  les^roed  gentle- 
man, however,  would  see,  that  where  the 
law  was  distinctly  laid  down,  the  House 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  deviatine  from  it. 
In  each  of  the  two  cases  which  bad  been 
cited,  there  was  some  reason  assigned — 
some  ground  for  claiming  an  extension  of 
time ;  but  here  there  was  none.  It  did 
not  appear  that  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, by  the  examination  of  the  agent 
for  the  petitioners,  had  come  to  the  House 
to-night  better  informed  as  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the.  case,  than  he  had  been  last 
nigbt :  his  researches  on  the  subject  seem- 
ea  to  have  been  confined  to  inquiries  into 


the  usage  of  parliament  in  similar  cases. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  examined 
the  precedents  which  had  been  quoted, 
and  contended  that,  neither  of  them  was 
in  point.  Whether  the  House  would  feel 
themselves  called  on  by  a  principle  of 
liberality  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion, he  could  not  know ;  but  if  they  were 
to  construe  the  act  according  to  its  ob* 
vious  meaning,  they  could  not  extend  the 
time.  He  certainly  was  of  opinio o,  that 
there  was  no  liberality  in  contradicting  the 
act. 

Mr.  JVynn  said,  that  in  all  such  cases* 
he  conceived  that  applications  of  this  kind 
should  be  discouraged,  unless  when  they 
arose  out  of  circumstances  of  imperious 
necessity.  It  was  much  to  be  desired, 
that  on  all  occasions  they  should  adhere 
as  strictly  as  possible  to  precedents. 
Where  circumstances,  over  which  a  peti- 
tioner had  no  control,  prevented  a  com- 
pliance with  the  law,  the  House  would 
grant  an  indulgence,  but  not  in  other 
cases ;  indeed,  the  instances  in  which  it 
had  been  granted  were  not  many.  In 
two  cases  it  had  been  extended  on  the 
petitioners  applying  before  the  time  had 
expired,  because  that  circumstance  showed 
that  they  had  been  desirous  to  comply 
with  the  law.  With  regard  to  the  two 
cases  cited  by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
he  thought,  that  had  the  circumstances 
of  those  cases  been  considered  properly, 
it  would  not  have  appeared  right  to  grant 
the  indulgence.  The  hon.  gentleman 
then  ci tea  many  instances  of  time  being 
extended  to  petitioners,  but  in  all  of  them 
it  appeared  that  the  petitioners  had  done 
all  in  their  power  to  comply  with  the  act. 
He  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  if  Indulgence  were  granted 
in  such  cases  as  the  present,  a  door  would 
be  opened  to  negligence  on  the  part  of 
petitioners. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday^  February  17. 

Agricultural  Petition— —Corn 
Laws.]  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  presented 
a  Petition  from  the  occupiers  of  lands  in 
the  West  Riding  of  York,  for  imposing 
protecting  duties  on  the  importation  of 
provisions.  On  the  motion,  that  it  do  lie 
on  the  table, 

Sir  Robert  WiUon  said :— Sir ;  I  really 
was  in  hopes,  from  what  passed  in  this 
House  on  the  very  first  day  of  tlie  session. 


413] 


Agriculture^  PelUion—Corn  Lams, 


Fkb.  17,  181». 


[44(J 


when  several  corn-petitions  were  present- 
ed, that  the  gentlemen  styling  themselves 
agriculturists  would  have  stifled,  with 
their  own  hands,  those  petitions  which 
were  known  to  be  then  in  circulation.  I 
am,  however,  disappointed;  and  those 
petitions  are  creeping  into  this  House  day 
after  day>  until,  in  a  short  time,  we  shall 
be  surprised  by  the  swarm  thus  almost 
imperceptibly  introduced.  It  appears  to 
me  the  agriculturists  do  not  know,  or  will 
not  consider,  the  temper  and  condition 
of  the  labouring  classes,  or  they  would 
never  hazard  the  further  exasperation  of 
feelings  which  have  never  been  completely 
tranquillized  since  the  last  corn- bill  was 
passed;  they  never  would  thus  madly, 
throw  a  firebrand  into  combustible  ele- 
ments, which,  if  once  enkindled,  cannot 
be  extinguished  without  leaving  fearful 
traces  of  desolation.  What  claims  have 
the  agriculturists  to  this  special  favour 
from  this  House  at  the  expense  of  the 
labouring-classes?  Can  they  plead,  that 
when  they  do  obtain  a  high  price  for  their 
corn,  thev  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  agricultural  labourer  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, do  they  not  still  confine  them  to 
eke  -out  scanty  wages  with  scanty  sub- 
sistence and  parish  relief?  Do  they  not 
do  this,  relying  on  the  power  which  they 
have  over  the  greater  part  as  tenants  at 
will,  subjected  to  ejection  from  their  ha- 
bitation at  a  moment's  notiee  ?  The  la- 
bouring classes  are  now  suffering  the 
greatest  distress  from  the  high  price  of 
provisions.  They  will  not  submit  to  starve 
silently  under  a  system  of  new  prohibitory 
duties,  operating  as  an  additional  tax 
upon  bread-corn.     If  the  agriculturiste 

J)er8ist,  the  table  of  this  House  will  be 
oaded,  not  mereljr  with  counter-petitions, 
.but  petitions  against  the  existing  com 
laws.  With  difficulty  the  people  are  now 
restrained:  on  the  least  encouragement, 
their  petitions  would  pour  in  from  every 
part  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
those  gentlemen  of  landed  property  who 
are  too  wise  and  liberal  to  concur  in  the 
projects  of  the  petitioning  agriculturists, 
will  use  their  influence  to  persuade  them 
to  desist,  and  think  of  plans  to  diminish, 
not  to  affgravate,  the  burthens  of  the 
people.  If  they  will  not  take  warning, 
they  will  endanger  the  public  tranquillity, 
and  nut  all  property  in  jeopardy.  They 
withdrew  from  tne  last  contest  with  great 
•  advantage :  let  them  not  recommence  it, 
lest  they  should  be  involved  in  a  rash  and 
perilous  pursuit  that  may  end  in  their  ruin. 


Mr.  Stuart  Worlley  declared,  that  he 
did  not  agree  with  the  opinion  of  the 
petitioners.  But  with  regard  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gallant  officer,  he  begged 
to  observe,  that  it  was  impossible  for  any 
gentleman  to  stifle  those  petitions,  as  the 
gallant  officer  desired.  The  petitioners, 
it  should  be  understood,  only  asked  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee,  in  order 
that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
proving  the  truth  of  their  allegations, 
and  he  could  see  no  objection  to  the  pre- 
sentation of  such  a  petition*  It  was« 
indeed*  his  duty  to  present  it ;  and  what- 
ever might  be  his  own  opinion,  he  sub- 
mitted that  he  was  the  representative  of 
agriculturists  as  well  as  of  manufacturers  s 
and  that  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to 
attend  to  the  interests  and  wishes  of  both* 
He  had  advised  the  petitioners  not  to 
urge  this  petition,  but  still,  as  they  re- 
quired him  to  present  it,  he  could  not 
consistently  decline  to  do  so. 

Sir  R»  frilson  disclaimed  any  intention 
to  deprecate  the  presentation  of  a  petition 
from  any  body  of  men,  adding,  that  he. 
meant  only  to  impress  upon  the  House« 
that  the  agitation  of  the  question  referred 
to  by  the  petitioners  was  but  too  likely 
to  produce  a  great  deal  of  mischief,  and 
that  to  prevent  such  agitation,  it  was  de- 
sirable that  gentlemen  should  use  all  fair 
influence  to  prevent  petitions  of  this  na- 
ture from  being  presented. 

Mr.  Alderman  H^ood  concurred  with 
the  gallant  officer  in  deprecating  such 
petitions  as  that  under  consideration,  ob- 
serving, that  in  order  to  settle  the  matter, 
it  would  be  much  better  in  the  hon.  mem- 
ber to  move  at  once  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  consider  the  com  laws* 
The  country  had  been  thrown  into  a  state 
of  suspense  tod  uneasioess,  by  the  ru- 
mours afloat,  and  the  petitions  circulating 
upon  the  subject  of  the  com  laws*  U 
was  apprehended,  indeed,  that  some 
legislative  measure  was  in  contemplation 
upon  this  subject,  and  hence  consiaerable 
alarm  was  excited.  To  decide,  then, 
upon  the  question  at  once,  it  was  rather 
to  be  wished  that  the  hon.  member  would 
move  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee, 
which  motion  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be 
rejected. 

Mr*  fVifnn  said,  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  last  spealq^r,  that  d  motion  should 
be  made  for  any  committee  upon  this 
subject,  or  that  any  farther  legislative 
measure  should  be  proposed  with  regatd 
to  corn.    It  was,  no  doubt,  the  duty  of 
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die  hon.  member  to  present  a  petition 
ftom  bis  constituents,  but  be  could  not 
help  expressing  his  regret  that  chis  peii- 
tion  was  urged ;  for  the  very  entering  into 
any  discussion  of  the  object  referred  to 
was,  in  his  opinion,  pregnant  with  danger, 
as  such  a  discussion  was  calculated  to 
excite  alarm  among  a  variety  of  conflict- 
ing interests*  Every  man  who  heard  him 
must  remember  the  general  ferment  that 

Erevailed  but  a  few  years  ago,  when  the 
istcorn  bill  was  under  discussion,  and 
oould  not  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the 
evils  likely  to  arise  out  of  such  discussion. 
To  the  bill  alluded  to  he  wan  a  decided 
opponent.  He  resisted  it,  indeed,  in 
every  stage  of  its  progress ;  because  he 
was  convinced,  that  no  benefit  would 
arise  to  agriculture,  or  to  any  branch  of 
the  public  interest,  equal  in  any  degree 
to  tne  disadvantages  whicli  were  likely  to 
be  the  result.  Such  was  his  deliberate 
opinion,  and  that  opinion  was  Justified  by 
experience;  for  it  appeared  that  while 
the  agriculturists  were  universally  die- 
aati.«fied  with  this  law,  its  existence  was 
the  source  of  general  complaint  among 
the  other  classes  of  the  community.  Oa 
these  groundii  he  should  enter  his  protest 
at  once  against  the  proposition  of  any 
legislative  measure  on  this  subject,  onder 
the  specious  pretence  of  benefiting  agri* 
cultoreu 

Mr.  Siuari  IVarileg  assured  the  House, 
dwt  he  had  do  intention  of  bringing 
forward  any  motion  for  a  committee* 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  that  the  part  of 
the  country  with  which  he  was  connected, 
was  well  contented  with  the  law  as  it  stood, 
and  the  distinct  declaration  on  the  part 
#f  ministers,  he  was  sure,   had   had   a 

Eiwerful  and  beneficial  effect  io  dl  the 
rmiog  districts.  He  hoped  that  no  en- 
couragement would  be  ffiven  to  the  pre- 
senting of  petitions  of  this  kind  in  future. 
Sir  R,  fVilson  again  disclaimed  any 
intention  to  interfere  with  the  subjects' 
right  to  petition,  but  repeated  his  opinion, 
that  gentlemen  who  consulted  the  public 
peace  should  endeavour  to  dissuade  those 
upon  whom  thej  had  influence  out  of 
doors,  from  urmog  petitions  of  this  na- 
tace*  Neither  nad  he  any  intention  of 
depreciating  the  character  of  the  agri- 
cuitaral  body ;  but  he  felt  it  his  peculiar 
doty  to  attend  to  the  fair  claims  of  the 
snanvfacturing  interests  and  of  the  la- 
bouring classes.  He  had  no  doubt  that  it 
wottld  be  much  more  for  the  interest  of 
ihe  agricultural  body,  to  coateat  them- 


selves with  the  advantages  which  they 
had  derived  from  the  corn  laws,  than  by 
provoking  any  farther  discussion  of  the 
subject  to  risk  the  loss  of  those  advan- 
tage!, and  to  put  the  tranquillity  of  the 
public  in  jeopardy. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Chimnbt  Swibpbrs'  Regclatiow 
Bill.]  Mr.  Ommaney  presented  a  Peti* 
tion  from  certain  master  chimneysweepers 
a|^ainst  tlie  Chimney  Sweepers'  Regula« 
tion  bill,  which  the  petitioners  stated  to 
be  a  measure  of  injustice,  and  likelv  to 
do  great  injury  to  the  public.  The  tion. 
member  statea,  that  lince  his  observations 
upon  this  subject  on  a  former  evening,  he 
had  become  better  acquainted  with  the 
merits  of  the  case.  He  was  assured  that 
the  machines  proposed  were  quite  insuf* 
ficient  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  the 
generality  of  chimneys,  while  if  those 
machines  were  universally  adopted,  the 
poor  boys  now  employed,  and  who  were 
originally  taken  from  poor  houses,  must 
be  deprived  of  subsistence*  While  the 
pressure  of  poor-rates  was  so  much  com- 
plained off  this  part  of  the  subject  was 
worthy  of  consideration,  not  only  with  a 
view  to  those  youths  who  might,  through 
the  adoption  of  the  bill,  be  thrown  out 
of  employment,  but  with  a  view  to  those 
who  would  not  hereafter  be  taken  from 
the  poor  houses  to  be  so  cnployed. 

Sir  J*  Yorke  expressed  a  hope  thai 
what  the  last  speaker  bad  said  would  be 
duly  (considered  by  the  House,  for  what 
was  to  become  or  those  boys  who  were 
atpivseot  fed  and  supported  by  cleaning 
chtomeys,  if  tWs  employment  were  done 
away?  But  the  fact  was,  that  this  em« 
ploymcflS  could  not  bo  done  away  until 
chimneys  were  diflerently  constructed, 
and  the  fitvt  part  of  the  plan  of  the  boo. 
mover  of  this  bill  ought  to  be  to  propose  an 
alteration  in  the  structure  of  some  hun- 
dred thousands  of  chimneys*  But  as  to 
the  poor^stes,  they  must  be  increased  by 
tlie  adoption  ef  this  bilL  It  was  noto- 
rious that  the  use  ef  machinery  had 
alresdy  thrown  a  nsmsber  of  people  out 
of  employment,  and  it  wss  obvious  that 
tJie  adoption  of  the  machine  proposed  by 
the  author  of  this  bill  would  have  a  similar 
efiect.  But  if  a  measure  of  this  nature 
were  adopted,  a  private  man  would  hardly 
know  what  to  do.  With  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment on  one  side,  and  an  attorney  on  the 
other,  he  would  be  perpetually  embar* 
rassed.    He  agreed  with  the  hon.  moves 
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bill,  in  his  solicitude  for  the  youth 
•f  teoder  years,  who  were  occasionally 
employed  in  this  business ;  but  would  the 
lM»n.  member  propose  a  law  to  prevent 
boys  from  being  sent  to  the  mast  head  of 
a  man  of  war  ?  and  it  was  quite  as  diffi- 
cult to  reach  that  elevation  as  to  mount  a 
chimney. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  that  in  the  next 
building  act  he  should  certainly  feel  it  his 
duty  to  propose  a  clause  with  regard  to 
the  structure  of  chimneys,  so  as  to  admit 
the  employment  of  the  machine ;  but  of 
all  the  chimneys  in  London,  those  which 
most  required  alteration  were  the  warm 
flues  constructed  for  the  use  of  the  higher 
ordera.  It  was  to  be  lamented^  indeed, 
that  those  structures  should  be  persisted 
lOi  as  they  contributed  to  consequences 
ao  injurious  to  the  health  and  morals  of 
youth.  With  regard  to  the  hon.  officer's 
allusion  to  the  case  of  boys  employed  on 
board  ship,  until  he  heard  that  pins  were 
stuck  into  their  feet,  and  straw  lighted 
under  them,  in  order  to  compel  them  to 
dimbamasttbecould  not  conceive  any  ana- 
logy between  their  caaeand  thatof  the  poor 
youths  employed  in  sweeping  chimneys. 

Sir  «/•  Yorj£gBmdf  he  imagined  the  cases 
cited  were  excessively  exaggerated ;  but 
as  to  the  pins  and  lighted  straw,  he  could 
assure  the  hon*  member  be  had  often  seen 
boys  forced  to  ascend  to  the  mast*head  by 
a  captain  who  followed  him  with  a  cat«o  - 
Bine- tails  in  his  hand— a  tolerably  c(m- 
tmcing  argument. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tsble.  Mr.  Bennet  then  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  on 
the  Chimney  Sweepers*  Reguhition  bill. 

Mr.  GrenffU  said,  he  could  not  avoid 
expressing  his  admiration  of  the  humanity 
of  hit  hon.  friend,  in  exerting  himself  so 
assiduously  to  alleviate  the  suiieriogs  of 
his  fellow  creatures.  He  stated  that  he 
had  made  some  inquiries  on  the  subject 
of  this  bill,  at  a  fire-offiee  in  the  city,  and 
the  secretary  had  informed  him,  that  the 
average  number  of  fires  in  chimneys  swept 
in  the  usual  manner  was  60  or  70  per 
month :  in  those  cases  in  which  machines 
bad  been  used  In  sweeping  chimneys,  the 
average  number  did  not  exceed  two  per 
month.  Here,  then,  was  a  proportion  of 
2  to  65  in  favour  of  machines.  The  next 
question  he  had  put  was — ^wfaat  was  the 
proportion  between  the  number  of  chim- 
neys swept  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  those 
iwent  by  machinery?  The  secretary 
could  not  say  exsctly,  but  he  knew  that 
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thousands  of  chimneys  in  the  metropolis 
were  swept  by  machines.  Thus,  then,  it 
appeared,  that  there  was  no  danger— he 
was  almost  tempted  to  say  there  was  addi- 
tional safety — m  using  machines.  This 
fact  was  sufficient  to  refute  the  objections 
which  some  persons  made  to  the  bul ;  and 
it  proved  that  the  views  of  his  hon.  friend 
were  not  visionary.  The  bill  might  per- 
haps be  objected  to  by  the  parishes,  be- 
cause, under  its  operation,  t^ey  wouI<^ 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  sending  boys 
out  as  they  had  formerly  done ;  but  that 
argument,  although  it  might  be  a  good 
one  for  the  parishes,  would  have  no  great 
weight  in  that  House. 

Mr.  Ommaney  said,  he  was  hostile  to 
the  principle  of  abolishing  the  use  of 
climbing  boys,  as  it  would  deprive  parish 
officers  of  the  opportunity  of  apprenticing 
boys  out.  He  was  also  of  opmion  that 
machines  could  not,  in  many  cases,  be 
made  use  of. 

Colonel  Wood  was  sure  the  hon.  gentle- 
man could  not  have  read  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  subject,  because  it 
both  recommended  the  adoption  of 
machinery,  and  considered  and  condemned 
the  practice  eulogised  by  the  last  speaker. 
Whoever  had  children  of  his  own,  and 
read  that  report,  could  not  but  feel  an 
anxiety  to  have  Uie  unfortunate,  oi>- 
pressed  cKmfaing  boys  relieved;  and  if 
there  were  any  booses  with  chimneys  that 
could  not  be  swept  by  machinery,  it 
would  be  much  better  to  let  them  be 
burned  down. 

Mr.  Brougham  felt  at  alUimes  averse 
to  the  principle  of  interference  between 
master  and  servant,  and  ohild  and  father. 
But  the  present  bill  only  went  to  regulate 
the  labour  of  those  who  were  unable  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
themselves.  Interference  in  such  a  case 
became  a  duty,  if  not  as  matter  of  rights 
certainly  as  matter  of  expediency;  and 
he  wouid  only  interfere  where  little  less 
than  crime  was  attempted  to  be  practised, 
as  between  father  and  child,  and  master 
snd  servant.  If  the  parties  to  be  pro* 
tected  had  been  of  an  age  sufficient  to 
protect  themstives,  he  thought  the  prta- 
eiple  of  interference  would  not  only  be 
wrong,  but  criminal,  be  the  nature  of  their 
emplojrment  ever  so  unwholesome  or 
severe.  But,  in  the  present  case,  as  the 
boys  were  not  $w  juris,  master  of  their 
own  acu,  he  hoped  the  House  would  in- 
terfere and  fix  some  regulation  by  whicb 
relief  would  be  afforded  them.    The  pre- 
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sent  would  not  be  found  to  be  an  entirely 
new  measure ;  nor  could  his  hon.  and  inde- 
fatigable friend  be  singly  charged  with 
being  a  mere  visionary  and  speculator. 
The  preamble  to  the  2ath  of  the  kin^ 
spoke  a  very  plain  and  listelligible  language 
on  the  subject  then  before  the  House— an 
act  passed  while,  he  believed,  some  of  the 
present  law  ofBcer8,though  not  holding  such 
digoified  situations  as  they  now  did,  had 
still  very  respectable  employments  under 
the  Crown;  and  an  act  passed  under  that 
practical  statesman  Mr.  Pitt.  The  hon. 
and  learned  eentlenran  then  read  an 
extract  from  the  act  of  the  28th  of  the 
king,  and  also  from  its  preamble,  justify- 
ing the  course  of  proceedinss  adopted  by 
his  hon.  friend,  and  concluded  by  ex- 
pressing his  hope,  that  a  bill  so  humane 
and  useful  would  be  unanimously  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Denman  said,  he  was  sorry  to  be 
compelled  to  disturb  the  unanimity  of 
the  House  on  the  present  occasion ;  but  it 
appeared  to  him,  that  inteiference  might 
be  carried  too  far,  and  that  it  was  in  point 
of  fact,  carried  too  far  in  this  case.  If 
chimneys  could  be  swept  by  machinery 
cheaper  and  better  than  by  boys,  he 
could  not  conceive  that  the  people  of 
this  country  were  so  attached  to  cruel 
treatment  merely  because  it  was  cruel, 
as  to  continue  to  sweep  with  children, 
when  it  would  be  better  to  sweep  with 
machinery.  If,  as  had  been  stated  by  an 
hon.  gentleman,  on  the  authority  of  the 
fire-offices,  that  machinery  was  safer  and 
better,  he  should  think  it  was  quite  enough 
to  state  this  to  the  public  in  order  to 
induce  them  to  adopt  machinery.  When 
he  found  in  this  bill  a  scries  of  clauses, 
empowering  a  single  justice  to  convict  on 
the  evidence  of  a  single  witness,  and  the 
functions  of  a  jjiry  superseded,  be  could 
not  help  viewing  it  as  extremely  objection- 
able. He  roust  see  a  strong  case  of 
necessity  made  out  before  he  could  vote 
for  such  a  measure.  He  was  sorry  tb 
difier  from  his  hon.  friend,  and  he  dia  not 
mean  to  say,  that  the  present  was  a  viston- 
9XJ  interference ;  but  ne  thought  the  good 
sense  of  the  public  was  sufficient  to  correct 
the  evil  without  loading  the  statute  book 
with  another  penal  Isi^,  every  penal  Jaw 
being  in  his  opinion  a  great  eviL  At  first 
be  had  thougnt  that  the  measure  of  his 
hon.  friend  merely  went  to  the  employ- 
ment of  children  of  very  tender  age ;  but 
he  now  found  that  the  measufe  was  of  a 
much  more  comprehensive  nature.  It 
might  be  proper  ihat  children  of  tender 


age,  either  with  their  parents  or  as  parisb 
paupers,  ought  not  to  be  bound  out  to 
this  employment;  but  he  thought  that 
parents  might  in  general  be  trusted  witb 
the  guardianship  of  their  own  children  i 
and  he  submitted,  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  that  they  should  be  employed  i» 
sweeping  chimneys  than  in  idleness,  in  the 
workhouse,  or  in  the  fraiid  and  pilfering 
which  was  now  so  common  among  boye 
of  tender  age.  With  respect  to  the  con- 
victions for  breach  of  covenant  before  » 
magistrate,  he  could  not  see  why  this* 
like  any  other  covenant,  should  not  go 
before  a  jury.  He  did  not  wish  to  give 
such  enormous  powers  to  magistrates. 
He  thought  that  those  who  were  in  the 
habit  of  employing  machinery  were  ex- 
tremely remiss  in  not  posting  it  about  the 
streets^  that  people  ipigbt  know  were  t4> 
apply  for  them ;  for  he  could  ■  not  help 
thinking,  if  it  were  properly  known  to  the 
public,  they  would  be  willing  to  take  the 
more  humane  course. 

Mr.  Gren/isilf  in  explanation  said,  that 
he  had  not  stated,  on  the  authority  of  the 
fire-offices,  thst  sweeping  with  machinery 
was  safer  than  with  boys.  He  had  merely 
stated,  that  out  of  65  fires,  two  of  them 
only  were  cases  in  which  the  chimneys 
had  been  swept  with  machinery. 

Mr.  WUberfbrae  said,  that  with  regard 
to  the  argument  urged  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  he  would  remind  him, 
that  the  argument  of  interest  did  not 
always  furnish  an  incentive  to  action  ;  fop 
he  was  old  enough  to  know,  that  in  many 
cases  men  acted  in  direct  opposition  both 
to  their  own  interest,  and  to  the  dictates 
of  humanity*  During  the  continuance  of 
the  slave*  trade,  surely  both  interest  and 
humanity  might  have  prompted  the  owner 
to  take  every  measure  in  his  power,  for 
the  safety  and  comfort  of  his  slaves,  in 
conveying  them  from  Africa  to  the  West 
Indies;  but  did  these  motives  operate  ia 
the  powerful  n^snner  in  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  contended  that 
they  must  always  do  ?  Ii>  such  cases  as 
those  for  which  the  present  bill  was  in- 
tended to  provide,  every  man  miffht 
think:  that  he  had  aright  to  judge  for  him« 
self.  It  was  well  known,  however,  that 
in  general,  improvements  and  discoveries 
were  long  in  being  adopted,  as  was  so^ 
ficiently  appsrent  from  the  slow  progress 
of  machinery  in  manufactures;  but  no 
proof  of  this  fact  could  be  stronger,  or 
more  in  point  on  the  present  occasion, 
than  the  history  of  vaccination.    In  this 
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covDtryi  where  the  discovery  was'  made> 
die  greatest  opposition  was  raised  against 
k ;  and  even  at  present,  when  all  preju- 
dice had  nearly  subsided,  such  was  the 
negligence  of  parents,  that  hundreds  were 
dying  annually  of  the  smallpox.  In  some 
plaoes  on  the  continent,  the  ravages  of 
this  dreadful  distemper  were  as  great  at 
present,  as  they  had  been  before  vaccina* 
lion  was  known  ^  so  great  was  t||e  power 
of  prejudice,  in  rendering  people  bluidto 
llieirown  interests !  The  hen.  and  learned 
gentleman  bad  said,  that  machines  would 
of  themselves  supersede  the  practice  of 
employing  climbing  boys.  In  a  long 
course  of  years  machines  might  get  the 
better,  but,  what  numbers  of  poor  wretch- 
ed boys  would  suffer  io  the  meantime ! 
Besides,  the  anti-machinists  would,  from 
the  shame  of  admitting  that  they  had  been 
In  error,  continue  to  employ  climbing 
bojTS*  If  the  use  of  machines  were  esta- 
blished into  a  system,  it  would  drive  the 
ilse  of  climbine  boys  quite  away,  and  its 
efficacy  would  be  proved  beyond  all 
doubt.  But  ought  they,  during  this  com- 
petttToo,  to  suffer  boys  of  a  teiuler  age  to 
be  placed  in  one  of  the  most  degrading 
situations  in  which  a  human  beine  could 
he  employed?  He  felt  obliged  to  the 
boo.  author  of  this  bill,  who  had  acted  on 
this  as  on  all  occasions,  from  that  principle 
of  humanity  which  was  well  known  to 
distinguish  him.  He  most  heartily  wished 
that  his  efforts  would  be  crowned  with  the 
deserved  success. 

Mr.  Barham  said,  that  twenty  years 
ago  sweeping^  beys  had  never  been  heard 
of  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where 
be  resided,  and  when  he  took  steps  to 
introduce  the  use  of  them,  so  great  was 
the  force  of  custom,  that  actual  resistance 
was  offered  to  it,  and  at  the  present  time 
not  one  out  of  ten  chirooeys  was  swept  in 
that  part  of  theieountry. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  com- 
mittee,  and  proceeded  to  fill  op  the 
blanks  in  the  biU.  On  the  clausebeing 
read,  to  restrain  masters  from  taking  ap« 
prentices  under  14  years  of  age, 

Mr.  Ommaney  wished  that  the  word 
*<  eight"  should  oe  substituted,  remarking 
that  the  picture  which  had  been  drawn 
of  the  unhappy  state  of  these  creatures 
was  far  from  correct.  He  bad  had  much 
esperienoe  as  an  overseer  in  town  and 
country,  and  had  never  seen  the  symptoms 
of  misery  in  their  countenance ;  on  the 
conuary,  they  were  generally  possessed 
^  good  animal  spiriU|  and  were  gay« 


cheerful,  and  contented.  He  had  never 
known  any  boy  who  had  been  apprenticed 
to  a  sweep  become  chargeable  to  the 
parish;  but  many  of  them  had  been  very 
efficient  men  in  the  navy. 

Mr.  Betmei  was  resolved  lUot  to  yield 
the  point.  He  was  astonished  to  hear  any 
person,  without  having  read  a  line  of  the 
report,  venture  to  hazard  an  opinion ;  and 
still  more  so,  that  when  those  beings  ex- 
hibited every  symptom  of  premature  old 
a^e,  distorted  limos,  humped  backs,  and 
sickly  constitutions,  the  hoo.  gentleman 
should  represent  them  as  flourishing  ia 
health  andstrength,  and  forming  a  nursery 
for  the  navy. 

Sir  Isaac  CiMn  said,  that  he  had  not,  ia 
the  course  of  forty  years  experience, 
known  a  single  instance  of  a  sweep  joining 
the  navy. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  was  at  a  loss  to 
know,  when  the  hon.  gentleman  could  have 
seen  so  much  animation  in  the  counte- 
nances  of  these  boys;  but  perhaps  it  wae 
after  ono  of  them  had  been  tortured  in 
a  chimney  for  several  hours,  and  when  hia 
features  had  been  rendered  cheerful  on 
finding  himself  relieved  from  pain. 

Mr.  Bennet  stated  an  instance,  in  which 
a  boy  was  disposed  of  by  his  parent.  A 
poor  woman  went  out  for  a  short  time» 
leaving  her  husband  and  son  at  home ;  on 
her  return  she  found  that  her  husband  had 
actiudly  sold  the  boy  to  a  master  chimney'* 
sweep. 

Mr.  Uenman  objected  to  the  clause.  It 
was  possible,  he  said*  that  the  chimneya 
of  pabwes  and  public  buildings  might 
be  swept  with  machines;  but  who  had 
entered  into  the  smaller  dwellings  and  as- 
certained  whether  it  was  possible  to  in- 
troduce them  in  these  houses?  It  had 
berai  admitted  that,  on  seme  occasions^ 
boys  might  be  absolutely  necessary ;  he 
thought,  therefore,  that  the  House  should 
pause  before  they  rendered  it  impossible 
to  obtain  assistance  in  case  of  emergency* 

Mr.  Bcfunei  said,  it  was  in  vam  to  talk, 
if  masters  were  allowed  to  send  boys  up 
chimneys,  for  if  those  of  eight  years  were 
allowed  they  would  have  them  younger; 
if  of  ten  years,  they  would  have  them  of 
eight ;  and  if  of  twelve,  they  would  have 
them  of  ten.  Every  misery  was  tolerated 
under  the  old  act,  and  if  this  clause  waa 
objected  to,  the  misery,  instead  of  being 
removjsd  would  be  aggravated. 

The  clause  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
passed  the  committee. 
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Motion  for  a  Selsct  Committkb 
ON  THE  Highways  and  TCRNriKss.] 
Mr.  Proibero€f  pursuam  to  a  notice  which 
he  had  giveo,  wished  to  bring  under  coii- 
aideratioD  the  expediency  of  making  aooie 
more  effectual  prevision  for  the  Repair  of 
Highways  and  Turnpikes  in  England  and 
Wales.  The  acts  of  parliament  already 
subsisting  were  quite  inadequate  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  passed,  and 
a  new  system  of  regulation  had  becooie  in- 
dispensably necessary.  The  causes  of  their 
failure  in  effecting  the  desired  end  were 
Tarious.  A  very  valuable  report  had  been 
made  by  a  committee  appointed  some  time 
since  to  inquire  into  the  subject^  and  in 
which  these  causes  were  examined  in  de- 
tail. His  own  attention  had  been  drawn 
to  it  both  by  the  numerous  petitions  from 
the  trustees  of  turnpike-roads,  setting 
forth  their  own  insolvency,  and  by  the 
facility  with  which  the  prayers  of  such  pe- 
titions were  generally  acceded  to.  He 
had  moved  in  the  last  parliament^  under 
the  impressions  which  that  observation 
made  on  his  mind,  for  an  account  of  the 
debt,  income,  and  expenditure  of  all  turn- 
pike-trusts in  England  and  Wales,  in- 
tending that  return  as  a  legacy  to  some 
bon.  gentleman  in  the  present  parliament, 
of  which  he  himself  did  not  at  that  time 
expect  to  be  a  member.  He  was  firmly 
persuaded  that  great  public  advantage 
might  be  derived  from  comrottttng  these 
trusts  to  persons  of  superior  education 
and  scientific  acquireoieots;  Man^  in- 
stances might  be  adduced,  in  which  a 
knowledge  of  the  best  mode  of  construct- 
ing roads,  and  of  the  materials  afforded 
within  the  soil  itself,  at  some  dbrpih  from 
the  surface,  had  produced  a  very  consider- 
able saving  of  public  money.  The  House 
would  not  fail  to  bear  in  mind,  Uiat  the 
construction  ef  these  roads -had  originally 
cost  7,000fiO0l.  sterling ;  that  they  ex- 
tended over  25,000  milest  and  were  main- 
tained ataaannual  expense  of  l^^OOMOL 
or  l,SOO/)00^  He  hdd  m  hU  hand  an 
extract  froos  the  report  to  which  he  had 
already  referred,  in  which  it  was  repre- 
sented, that  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  an  improvement  of  the  roads  to  all 
commercial  intercourse,  cooM  not,  when 
joined  to  thesairingin  horses,  and  in  wear 
and  tear,  be  estimated  at  leaa  than 
5,000,000/.  a  year.  After  some  further 
remarks,  the  hon.  gendeman  concluded 
by  moving,  «  That  a  Select  Committee 
be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  acts  now  in  force  regardii^  the  Turn- 


pike roads  and  Highways  in  Englond  and 
Wales,  and  the  expediency  of  addifeieiMii 
regulations  for  their  better  repair  and  pre* 
servatioA ;  and  to  report  their  observatiomi* 
thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  House.'' 

Mr.  Cr^pps  agreed  with  many  of  the  ob- 
servations made  by  the  hon.  gentleman » 
and  hoped  that  the  appointment  of  a  oom- 
mittee  would  lead  to  sonae  speedy  and  ra- 
dical improvement  in  the  condition  of  tke 
public  roads.    The  Inghway  and  tnro|Nk» 
acts  differed  very  materially  in  aoeny  of 
their   povisions;    the    consequence    of 
which  had  been,  that  a  raoe  of  infbnnerv 
had  sprung  up  in  many  parts  of  the  eoun« 
try,  not  only  detrimental    to  its  peaoe^* 
but  creative  of  much  unpleasant  feeling 
amongst  inolfensive  and  uneffeoding  indi- 
viduais.    Informers  should  be  put  dow« 
at  any  hazard,  in  order  that  the  public 
peace  dtould  not  be  embfoiled,  nor  the 
public  BKMrals  contamtaaled.    By  one  of 
those  acts,  the  carrying  of  manure  had 
been  allowed  toll  free ;  bot  by  another,  if 
extra  horses  had  been  used  for  the  puiN 
pose  of  more  easily  carrying  the  Kmil^ 
they  became  subjrscted  to  a  vi*y  hea^T 
toll.    The  committee  wooki,  he  hopea» 
give  to  the  question  its  most  earnest  at- 
tention, and  with  the  antitipation  of  a 
favourable  issue  to  their  kboers,  he  Mt 
happy  in  seconding  the  motion. 

Sir  M.  W.  RUSe^  afrked,  whether  the 
inquiry  into  the  turnpike  trusts  was  to>be 
retrospective,  or  only  preepeoth^  ? 

Mr.  Protherot  replied,  certainly  noi 
retrospeotive. 

Colonel  Wood  thought  it  of  great 
importance  that  the  whole  system  of 
higbwm  and  turnpikes  should  be  inquired 
into ;  for,  in  his  opinion,  that  subject  was 
intimately  eoonecfed  with  the  poor  laws, 
la  the  course  of  last  year,  a  sum  of 
1 ,500,OOM.  had  been  laid  oat  on  highways, 
while  so  many  poor,  for  whom  that  sum 
would  have  provided,  were  left  without 
employment,  and  in  a  state  of  destitution. 
He  thought  the  sfottute^^ty  slmuld  be 
repealed,  and  that  insoead  of  fhrmers 
being  oblige  to  send  their  servants  to 
work  on  the  public  roads,  whieh  often  oc- 
casioned very  inconvenient  inierruptioas 
to  their  own  business,  poor  people  who 
were  willing  to  labour  for  their  support, 
should  be  employed  in  this  woric  if 
young  sinele  men,  instead  of  being  locked 
up  in  work-houses,  as  had  been  staled  on 
a  former  evening,  were  employed  on  the 
highways,  it  would  be  a  great  advantagt 
to  tbemaeheSi  as  woU  as  to  the  pubiie. 
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Sir  H.  PartM  rose,  not  for  the  pw- 
pote  vof  offeriag  any  oppotitioir  to  the  mo- 
lioD,  but  mere^  to  saj,  that  having  on  one 
oocaakm  acted  on  a  comniktee  of  the 
amme  nature  with  that  proposed,  be  had 
beard  abundant  evidence  to  tatisfy  him  of 
the  expediency  and  Beceasity  of  invef- 
tigating  the  subject.  Many  witnesses 
had  stated  before  that  committee,  that 
the  dnties  had  of  late  years  beem  doubled, 
without  any  improvemeat  being  eliected 
in  the  roads. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed,  consisting  of  the  follow* 
ing  members,  vis. :  Mr*  Protberoey  Mr. 
D.  Gilbert,  Mr.  C.  Dondas,  lord  Gran- 
ville Somerset,  Mr.  Frankland  Lewis#  Mr^ 
Nicholson  Cslvert,  Mr.  Holme  Sumner, 
lord  Glivci  Mr.  Calcraft,  Mr.  Dtckinson, 
Mr.  Corwen,  Mr.  Wood,  Sir  C.  Monck, 
Mr.  W.  Wynn,  Sir  J.  Sebriglit,  ^r. 
Newman^  Mr.  Bstcourt,  Sir  H.  PlBroell, 
Mr.  Walter  BurreH,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr. 
Tremayne^  Mr.  Shaw  Lefvtre,  Mr.  Stuart 
Wertley,  Mr.  Gladstone^  and  M#.  Grippsi 

Rbport  vnoM  Tita  Cohmittbc  aw 
VRB  RoTAi*  EaTAVLismfSNfs.]  Mr. 
^f€my  Fitzgerald  presented  the  following 

Report. 

The  CoMMiTTBX  to  whom  the  Eatablish* 
ment  of  her  late  Mafesty*  and  the 
estimate  of  the  eipensea  of  the  pro- 
posed establishment  of  his  Majesty's 
future  household  at  Windsor,  were 
referred  ;-~Have  agreed  to  the  following 
Report : 

Your  Committee  have  deemed  it  to  be 
their  duty,  in  the  first  place,  to  take  into 
their  consideration  tbe  arrangement  whkh 
has  been  proposed  for  the  fatore  estab- 
lishment of  his  Majesty. 

By  the  Act  of  the  5%  Geo.  Srd,  c.  8, 
the  sum  of  100,000/*  was  directed  to  be 
set  apart  annusAly  out  of  tbe  Chril  List, 
for  toe  espense  of  the  kind's  hoosebeld ; 
and  any  surplus,  after  deHraymg  this  charae, 
was  to  be  applied  to  -the  purpioees  of  his 
nMuesty*s  civil  eStabKshmeBt. 

It  appesirs  to  yaur  Committee,  that  the 
reduction,  whiob  is  proposed  m  that  ex- 
penditwe,  of  one  faaM,  may  with  propriety 
be  made;  and  that  an  annual  sum  of 
S0,000^.  will  be  snAcieiit  to  provide  for 
this  service;  and  iktf  refer  to  the  esti- 
maiea,  under  the  dilbreni  beadsi  annexed 
10  this  Report. 

In  eonaidermg  the  soale  and  expense 
of  the  establishment  wWch  it  is  necessary 


to  form^  while  they  approve  of  the  discon* 
tinoance  of  the  salaries  of  certain  of  thw 
oflicers  of  state,  who  have  hitherto,  since 
bis  majes^'s  indilBpositiob,  been  retained, 
3ret  your  Committee  reeomsaend,  that,  at 
tbe  head  of  the  establiilraienf ,  an  ofiicer 
of  the  rank  of  the  groom  of  the  stole  should 
be  placed,  as  they  deem  it  iro|)ioriant  to 
have  a  person  of  rank  and  of  high  statiosr, 
connected  with  the  king's  service,  generaHy 
residing  near  his  majesty's  fterson.  For 
the  same  reasons  it  appears  expedteDt^ 
th^  one  of  the  king's  equerries  (tne  num- 
ber of  whom,  in  the  judgment  of  tbe  com- 
mittecy  oiwht  to  be  limited  to  foar^  shouidf 
be  in  de^  and  constant  itttendabcte  it 
Windsor. 

In  tbe  examination  of  the  estimates  for 
defraying  the  chargd  of  the  proposed 
tables,  and  for  the  6ther  branches  of 
expenditure  at  Windsor,  your  Committee 
bapve  received'  satisfactory  et|tenatfOii9 
respecting  them  from  colonel  S^ephensoiry 
to  whom  the  sapetintendenoe  of  the 
king's  household  Ims  heed  in  ar  ^reat 
degree  confided. 

It  appears  to  thens  tisst  tht  esthaater 
hbve  been  framed^  for  tAe  services  to 
#hfch  they  are  to  be  appKed,  witk  a  due 
attention  to  ecolMmy;  and  they  refer 
portieahirl^  to  **  the  exptfasdsory  .state* 
ment  of  the  estrariate  fsr  the  expense  of 
his  mrasty's  houSeh^,'*  Irfaieh  h 
aiwiexed*  A  lai^e  portion  of  tne  expense 
which,  as  y tfur  Committed  ase  itofbrmed, 
cannot  be  estimated  at  leas  than  one-third 
of  the  wbde  amount,  wiH  be  at  ait  events 
to  be'^incmred  by  the  nwinfenance  of 
Windsor  Castle  as  a  royal  residencci  and 
ought  not  to  be  set  dMn  as  exdnsivel j 
belonging  to  the  establishment  of  his 
majesty.  The  riames  and  descriptions  of 
the  omcerst  whose  salaries  have  been 
discontinued,  wil^b^  fonnd  in  tbe  Appen- 
dix,  together  #rth  a  Kst  of  the  menial 
servants  who  have  been  Muced;  and  the 
aason^  of  the  wages  shid  appointments 
whidi  the  latter  received  m  the  king'a 
service* 

Your  Committee  next  p)K>ceedeltto  the 
subject  of  the  estabKshraent  of  her  late 
majesty,  which  had  been  referred  to  their 
consideration. 

His  royai  highness  the  Prroee  Recent 
having  been  plessed,  by  his  mcious 
message,  to  pteceat  the  disposal  of  par* 
Imment,  the  sum  of  5S,000f.  per  annnm, 
in  consequence  of  her  msjesty's  demise, 
and  at  the  sense  time  to  recommend  to 
the   House   of  Comnons^    the  chdma 
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feuaded  on  the  faithful  lervices  of  those 
who  formed  the  separate  eatablishment  of 
her  majesty,  la  order  that  the  House 
might  be  enabled  to  judge  what  part  of 
that  sum  it  may  be  advisable  to  apply 
to  the  annual  provision  for  such  persons, 
your  Committee  have  obtained  accounts 
of  such  allowances  as  were  made  to  the 
officers  and  servants  of  queen  Mary  on 
her  demise  in  the  year  1694;  of  queen 
Caroline  in  17S7;  and  to  the  household 
of  the  princess  dowager  of  Wales  in 
1772;  amounting  annually,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  queen  Mary,  to  15,278/. 
16«.  Sd* ;  to  that  of  queen  Caroline,  to 
19,812/.;  and  for  tiie  household  of  the 
princess  dowager  of  Wales,  to  19,702/. 
7*.  lOrf. 

The  grants,  in  the  instances  referred 
to,  were  not  brought  under  the  conside- 
fation  or  view  of  parliament,  but  were 
paid  outof  the  civil  list  revenues;  an  annual 
aaving  on  these  revenues  having  been  made 
by  the  discontinuance  of  the  respective 
royal  establishments  to  a  greater  extent 
than  those  allowances  amounted  to.  In 
the  year  1782,  by  the  act  passed  for  the 
regidation  of  Uie  civil  list,  the  amount  of 
pensions  to  be  granted  out  of  the  civil 
list  revenues  was  limited,  and  in  conse* 
quence  of  that  limitation,  and  the  present 
charge  on  the  pension  list,  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  place  such  allowances  as  it  may 
be  wished  to  grant  to  the  queen's  servants 
upon  that  fond;  but  the  whole  sum  of 
58,000/.,  which  was  annually  paid  to  the 
queen,  being  now  at  the  disposal  of  par- 
liament, it  remains  for  parliament  tcTmake 
such  provision,  in  this  respect,  as  it  may 
in  its  liberality  think  fit. 

In  offering  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House  the  annexed  scale  of  pensions 
recommended  for  the  servants  of  her  late 
majesty,  while  your  Committee  have  had 
in  view  the  expectations  which  those  per- 
sons may  reasonably  have  entertained,  as 
to  the  provision  which  would  be  made  for 
them  when  their  services  should  cease, 
they  yet  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  submit 
to  the  House,  that  this  recommendation 
should  not  be  drawn  into  precedent  on 
the  formation  of  future  establishments. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  state 
officers,  as  well  al  some  others,  to  whom 
their  salaries  were  continued  for  life,  in 
the  instances  referred  to,  do  not  appear 
in  the  list  which  is  proposed.    The  general 

J>rincipl]e  which    has   been    adopted    in 
iraming  if,  being  to  suggest  a  provision 
for  the  female  part  of  the  queen's  house- 


hold, and  for  the  domestic  officers  and 
menials,  of  whom  the  greater  proportion 
have  been  for  many  years,  and  during 
the  course  of  a  long  reign,  attaclied  to 
her  service.  The  amount  of  this  provision, 
together  with  tlie  pensions  to  be  continued 
to  such  as  were  the  objects  of  her  majesty'a 
benevolence,  is  less  than  was  given  upon 
the  two  last  occasions  which  have  been 
noticed,  without  taking  into  account  the 
difference  in  the  value  of  money  at  those 
periods,  and  at  the  present. 

If  parliament  shall  approve  of  what  has 
been  here  submitted,  legislative  enact* 
ments  will  be  required  to  carry  these 
regulations  into  emcU  It  will  be  neces- 
sary to  alter  that  part  of  the  act  of  the 
52d  Geo.  3rd,  cap.  8,  which  appoints  the 
attendants  on  the  king's  person,  and  also 
to  regulate  the  sum  to  be  in  future  appro* 
priated  for  defraying  the  expense  of  his 
majesty's  household.  That  clause  also  of 
the  act  of  the  56  Geo.  Srd,  cap.  46,  which 
enacts,  that  whenever  the  cnarge  upoa 
the  civil  list  shall  exceed  in  any  one  year 
1,100,000/.,  an  account  of  the  exceeding, 
and  the  cause  thereof,  shall  be  laid  before 
parliament,  must  be  amended,  ao  as 
to  reouire  a  similar  account  to  be  sub« 
mittea,  whenever  that  charge  shall  exceed 
the  amount  to  which  the  expenditure  of 
the  civil  list  shall  be  limited  by  the 
reductions  which  are  now  proposed. 
Vlih  February^  1819. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed. 
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Thureday^  February  18. 

Lunatics'  Estates  in  Chancert.1 
The  Marquis  of  Lansdoume  said,  he  held 
in  his  hand  a  Petition  complaining  of  a 
great  hardship,  and  one  which  in  a  parti- 
cular manner,  called  for  their  lordships  at- 
tention as  it  arose  out  of  their  lordships' 
legislation.  The  petition  was  from  two 
individuals  who  had  obtained  a  decree  of 
the  court  of  chancery  for  the  sale  of  the 
estate  of  a  lunatic,  but  which  could  not 
be  effected,  as  the  estate  consisted  of  copy- 
hold property.  It  appeared,  that  in  the 
act  passed  some  years  ago,  for  regulating 
the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of 
chancery  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  the 
estates  of  lunatics,  that  the  word  <*  copy- 
hold*' had,  by  some  mistake,  been  omitted. 
Ihe  consequence  of  this  neglect  was,  that 
no  aales  of  such  property  could  be  made. 
The  petitioners  prayed,  that  their  lord* 
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ships  trottid  not  fail  to  remedy  this  defi^ 
ciency  in  the  act. 

The  Lord  ChanceUoTj  was  of  opinion 
that  there  was  no  intention  to  exclude 
copyhold  property  from  the  operation  of 
the  act ;  and  as  such  a  mistake  had  oc- 
curred, he  was  surprised  that  no  bill  had 
been  introduced,  either  to  declare  that 
the  act  referred  to  should  embrace  copy- 
hold property,  or  to  repeal  it,  and  substi- 
tute a  new  act  on  the  subject.  The  bill 
was  brought  into  parliament  by  the  present 
lord  chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  it  was 
recommended  in  the  master's  report  on 
the  subject,  that  copyhold  estates  should 
be  applied  in  the  way  provided  for  by  the 
act.  As  it  was  certain  that  it  had  been 
originally  intended  to  include  copyhold 
estates  in  the  act,  it  was  proner  that  it 
should  be  amended ;  and  his  lordship,  as 
we  understood,  intimated  that  he  would 
himself  introduce  a  bill  for  this  purpose. 

llie  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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Thursday f  February  18. 

Cork  County  Election  Petition.] 
Sir  John  Newport  rose  to  present  a  Peti- 
tion from  the  agent  acting  in  London  on 
behalf  of  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Cork,  whose  petition  had  been  presented 
on  the  S2d  or  January  last,  complaining 
of  an  undue  return  in  the  elections  for 
that  county.  The  present  petition  prayed 
that  time  for  entering  the  recognizances 
on  the  former  petition  might  be  enlarged. 
The  i^ound  on  which*  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  was  supported  was,  that  an  opim'on 
oad  prevailed,  almost  universally  through- 
out Ireland,  that  the  act  5Srd  Geo.  3rd, 
which  prescribed  the  time  within  which 
recognizances  should  be  entered  on  elec- 
tion petitions  did  not  extend  to  Ireland. 
The  petition  stated  that  several  opinions 
from  high  legal  authorities  confirmed  this 
construction  of  the  act. 

The  petition  was  then  read.  On  the 
motion  that  it  do  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  that  according  to  the 
general  rule  laid  down  by  the  House,  the 
prayer  of  this  petition  could  not  be  at- 
tended to.  To  state  that  the  petitioner* 
or  the  party  concerned,  had  acted  on  a 
misconcepuon  of  that  rule  was  not  a  suffi- 
cient reason  to  induce  the  House  to 
depart  from  the  rule.  In  the  present  case 
the  misconception  was  most  extraordinary 
and  yet  it  was  one  which  seemed  to  have 
pervaded  the  whole  of  Ireland.    The  only 


ground  on  which  he  could  conceive  it  to 
have  been  founded  was,  that  the  operation 
of  the  first  clause  of  the  act  was  expressly 
confined  to  England  and  Scotland.  But 
then,  the  other  parts  of  the  act  most  ex- 
plicitly comprehended  Ireland.  Yet 
throughout  the  latter  country  the  opinion 
prevailed  that  the  operation  of  the  act  did 
not  extend  to  it.  Nor  was  this  mistake 
confined  to  a  few,  for  even  persons  of  a 
high  reputation  in  the  law  had  fallen  into 
it.  Amongst  the  rest,  Mr.  Gabbet,  a 
lawyer,  whose  character  stood  deservedly 
very  high,  and  who  was  the  author  of'*  A 
Digest  of  the  Comparative  State  of  the 
Laws  of  England  and  Ireland,"  had  made 
the  very  same  mistske.  In  so  extraordi- 
nary a  case  he  did  think  that  it  might  be 
allowable  for   parliament  to    grant  the 

{>rayer  of  this  petition.  At  the  same  time 
le  could  not  but  remark  that  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  the  House  to  extend  this, 
indulgence  generally.  Perhaps  a  remedy 
for  this  particular  class  of  cases  might  be 
provided  by  passing  a  short  act,  which 
should  recite  the  prevalence  of  the  mis- 
take in  Ireland,  and  enact,  that  therefore 
a  further  time  should  be  allowed  for 
entering  the  recognizances  on  petitions 
already  presented  from  that  country* 
This,  he  submitted  to  the  House,  was  a 
measure  that  would  obviate  the  difficulty.' 
He  did  not  think  it  would  be  just,  in  this, 
instance,  to  adhere  to  precise  rules,  be« 
cause  that  would  have  the  eftct  of  strik- 
ing  off  all  the  petitions  from  Ireland,  and 
ofshutting  the  doors  of  parliament  againit 
complaints,  some  of  which,  at  least,  might 
be  just  and  constitutional. 

Mr.  Bathurst  thought  the  question, 
deserved  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
House.  As  to  introducing  any  bill  to 
settle  the  question,  it  was  to  be  considered 
that  its  operaUon  would  be  retrospective, 
and  as  such  he  could  not  think  it  desira- 
ble. 

Mr.  BanieSf  said,  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  House  to  consider  the 
most  proper  course  to  pursue.  In  his 
opinion,  either  the  subject  should  be 
referred  to  a  committee,  or  an  early  day 
should  be  appointed  to  proceed  on  it  in 
the  House.  It  was  not  right  to  keep  the 
petitioners  in  suspense.  He  was  greatly 
inclined  to  lean  to  the  proposition  of  hia 
hon.  friend.  In  his  opinion  it  would  be 
much  better  to  introduce  a  short  bill  than 
to  shut  out  the  entire  of  the  Irish  peti- 
tions. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  be  would 
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tei  morrow  6ub«it  co  the  House  a  motioo 
upon  t^  subject  of  it. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  after  what  had 
passed  oa  this  subject,  it  would  perhaps 
be  proper  for  him  to  apprise  the  House 
that  two  other  applications  had  already 
been  made  to  them  on  the  same  subject, 
but  that  no  definitive  order  had  been  yet 
entered  upon  the  Journals  respecting 
them,  nor  had  the  applications  yet  been 
absolutely  discharged.  The  order  with 
respect  to  them  stood  on  the  order  book. 
The  obserrations  which  might  be  offered 
to  the  House,  now  or  on  a  future  occasion 
would  therefore  include  the  case  of  the 
Drogheda  and  Oalway  petitionSt  as  well 
as  that  just  now  laid  upon  the  table* 

Mr.  fVynn  thought  that,  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances,  there  were  several 
considerations  which  deros«4ed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  The  words  of  the  act 
expressly  provided,  that  the  time  for  en- 
tering the  recognizances  could  only  be 
enlarged  once.  But  on  looking  into  the 
precMoats  on  the  subject,  be  found  that 
on  several  occasions  the  House  had 
thought  itself  competent  to  revive  as  well 
as  to  enlarge  the  time.  The  Shaftesbury 
case  he  tfaottght  a  sufficient  authority  on 
this  point. 

The  Speaker  begged  to  remind  the 
House,  that  in  two  out  of  the  three  cases 
in  which  rtie  application  had  now  been 
made  for  enlarging  the  time,  thai  applica- 
tion had  been  refused  by  the  House; 
therefore,  if  on  the  petition  now  presented 
an  order  was  made  for  enlarging  the  tine, 
there  would  aapear  on  the  Journals  con- 
tradictory oraeps  on  precisely  the  same 
question. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

PUTIES  PAID  ATGlBRALTAil.i        Mr. 

Tiemetf  wished  to  ask  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  a  question  of  considerable 
importance.  He  did  not  know  whether 
he  was  or  was  not  rightly  informed,  but 
he  had  been  told,  that  certain  dudes  were 
levied  on  the  merchants  at  Gibraltar,  for 
the  payflsent  of  particular  charges;  after 
defraying  which,  a  large  surplus  remained 
which  was  transmitted  to  this  country. 
Now  he  desired  to  know,  by  what  autho- 
rity those  duties  were  levied,  and  to  what 
account  the  surplus  was  placed  when  it 
arrived  in  England? 

The  Chaneeiiar  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  duties  were  imposed  to  answer  a  va- 
riety of  charges,  and,  he  apprehended, 
these  being  answered,  the  surplus  belong- 
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ed  to  the  Crown,  wlien  remitted  to  this 
country.  % 

Mr.  Tiemey^^l  ask  under  what  autho- 
rity are  these  duties  collected  ?  and  by 
what  authority  are  they  considered  tlie 
exclusive  property  of  the  Crown  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Esscheguer-^l 
have  not  looked  particularly  into  the  sub* 
ject ;  but  ever  since  the  capture  of  Gib- 
raltar, the  revenue  of  that  place,  as  well  as 
of  other  fortresses,  has  been  vested  in  the 
Crown. 

Mr.  TV^riMy— Then  the  right  lion, 
gentleman  does  not  know  by  wlwt  autho- 
rity the  merchants  at  Gibraltar  are  liable 
to  the  payment  of  certain  duties.  All  he 
can  say  is,  that  the  amount  of  those  duties, 
not  applicable  to  the  payment  of  particu- 
lar charges  there,  are  appropriated  to  the 
use  of  the  Crown. 

Motion  bkspxctino  the  System  of 

TrANSPORTATIOK,   AMD   THE  StATX  OW 

New  South  Waives.]  Mr.  Bennet  rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  management  of  the  Hulks,  and  the  ge» 
neral  conduct  of  the  Transport  system  upon 
the  voyage  to,  and  the  general  govern- 
ment  of  New  South  Wales.  That  this 
was  a  subject  of  great  importance  to  the 
interests  of  humanity  and  morals,  would, 
he  concluded,  be  readily  admitted  by 
every  one  who  had  taken  the  trouble  of 
making  any  inquiry  respecting  it ;  it  was 
clearly  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  could  not 
be  fairly  said  to  be  comprehended  withSn 
the  scope  of  the  motion  of  which  the 
noble  lord  had  given  notice  with  regard 
to  the  state  of  crime  in  prisons  in  the 
country,  and  it  was  with  some  surprise  he 
had  learned  therefore  that  his  motion 
was  to  be  oppofted  on  the  ground  of  the 
subject  of  it  being  comprehended  in  that 
noble  lord's  notice.  Through  the  indus- 
try of  a  committee  of  that  House  only 
could  accurate  information  be  obtained  on 
subjects  of  this  nature,  and  the  best  way 
of  getting  at  that  information  was,  by 
the  evidence  of  eye-witnesses.  This  fln*> 
deed  was  pretty  clear  from  the  nature  of 
the  answers  laid  before  the  House  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  the  prisons  of  Scot- 
land. Those  answers  were  from  magis- 
trates, to  whom  certain  questions  had 
been  transmitted  from  the  Secretary  of 
state's  office.  But  how  different  were  the 
apswcrs  of  those  magistrates  from  the  re- 

Crt  of  an  eye*  witness,  Mr.  Gorney,  who 
d  personally  visited  aod  examined  tli# 
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State  of  tbje  Scotch  prisons.    It  might  be 
objected  to  his  motion,  that,  in  1812|  a 
committee  sat  to  consider  this  subject. 
He  admitted  that  two  committees  had  sat 
for  its  discussion ;  but  the  object  of  the 
first  related  entirely  to  the  propriety  of 
erecting  penitentiaries,  an  idea  suggested 
by  an  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Hoiford), 
who  was  an  honour  to  the  House,,  and  a 
credit  to  his  country.     On  the  report  of 
the  committee  over  which  his  hon.  friend 
presided,  the  Penitentiary  at  Millbank  was 
established.    With  respect  to  the  hulks, 
the  committee  on  that  subject  recom- 
mended many  alterations,  some  of  which 
were  attended  to,  but  many  were  not  car* 
ried  into  eSect.    The  hulks  were  five  in 
number— -in  three  of  them  some  altera- 
tions were  made,  but  two  were  suffered  to 
remain  in  their  old  situation.    The  com- 
mittee recommended,  that  separate  hulks 
should  be  provided  for  those  who  were  to 
be  sent  to  New  South  Wales,  in  order 
that  they  might  not  be  mjxed  with  con- 
victs who  were  sentenced  to  a  shorter 
period  of  imprisonment  in  those  floating 
paols.     The  committee  also  stated,  that 
,  m  1812- IS,  four  hundred  persons  were 
sent  to  Botany  Bay.    Now,  in  the  year 
1817»  nine  hundred  and  forty  persons 
were  transported  thither,  which  materially 
altered  the  features  of  the  case,  with  re- 
ference to   1812  and  the  present  time. 
But  it  was  said,  that  those  persons  were 
vqlunteers,  that  they  preferred  going  out 
of  the  countrv.     Could  any  case  more 
strong  be  laid  bePore  parliament  to  induce 
them  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  than  that 
such  a  body  of  persons  preferred  that 
punishment  which  was  classed  next  to 
death,  to  what  was  supposed  to  be  the 
milder  infliction,  .imprisonment  on  board 
the  |)ulks  ?    He  knew  how  unpalatable  it 
,was  to  have  recourse  to  statements  of 
figures  in  that  House,  yet,  as  it  was  im- 
possible to  explain  hb  case  cleuly  with- 
out them,  he  would  shortly  advert  to  one 
or  two  documents  on  the  Subject.     By 
one  of  those  documents  it  appeared  that, 
from  IdCH  to  1811,  the  average  number 
of  persons  confined  in  the  hulks  was  1 ,750 ; 
from  1811  to  1817,  2,186;  from  1817  to 
1819,  2,418 ;  being  an  increase  in  the  last 
period  of  nearly  l,00a    With  respect  to 
trai^sportation,  the  number  of  persons  sent 
but  of  the  country  from  1312  to  18]7was 
2,840,  of  whom  there  were  transported 
for  14  years,  838 ;  for  7  jrears,  2,002 ; 
from  January  1816  to  Janua^  1817,  there 
were  transported  508 ;  froni  January  1817 
(VOL.  XXXIX,) 


to  January  1818,  940,  of  these  last  there 
were  for  14  y«irs  234 ;  for  7  years  7Qp» 
From  this  statement,  the  great  increase 
of  transportation,  and  the  consequent  nle- 
cessity  of  examining  the  system,  became 
evident.    It  was  quite  true  that  the  con 
dition  of  the  hulks  was  much  improved ; 
they  were  no  longer  the  depositories  of 
disease  which  they  had  been;  but  great 
and  substantive  faults,  which  he  woold 
presently  point  out,  still  existed  in  the 
system ;  or  which  faults  the  most  serious 
was  the  want  of  classification.     The  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  convicts  was  also  a 
very  serious  object.    The  average  ex- 
pense of  each  convict  was  about  23/.    In 
1797  the  total  expense  #as  33,578/.,  or 
23/.  19«,  Id.  a  head.    In  1810,  59,290/., 
or  29/.  12f.  a  head.    In  1814,  66,328/.,  or 
32/.  9s.  a  head.     In  1816,  69,107/.,  or 
31/.  \58.  a  head.    In  1817i  84,608/.,  or 
39/.  7«.  a  head.    In  1 81 8, 91 ,958/.  or  37iL 
ISs.  a  head.    Thus,  not  only  the  total 
expense  was  progressively  increasing,  but 
the  expense  of  each  individual  also ;  and 
what  a  contrast  did  this  expenditure  pik2- 
sent  to  that  in  the  bridewells,  penitentia- 
ries, and  houses  of  correction  at  home, 
where  prisoners  Vere  punished,  and  cri- 
minals somewhat  reformed.  This  fact  the 
hon.  member  illustrated,  by  referring  to 
and  detailing  the  expense  of  maintaioing 
the  prisoners  in  the  Glasgow  Bridewell, 
the  Preston  House  of  Correction,  and 
other  places.    Thus  economy,  which  was 
an  important  consideration,  was  compara- 
tively discarded  in  this  transport  systein. 
The  arrangements  made  in  tne  hulks  by 
Mr.  Capper,  who  was  the  instrumentof 
lord  Sidmouth,  were  productive  of  some 
good,  although  the  attempts  at  classifica- 
tion were  quite  ineffective.    This  failure 
was  peculiarly  to  be  lamented;  to  lei 
mere  youths  mix  with  the  hardened  poach- 
er, the  deserter,  and  the  bigamist,  must 
lead  to  the  most  deplorable  consequences^ 
for  it  was  known  that  as  boys  of  about  16 
years  had  the  strongest  passions  and  the 
most  flexible  hearts,  they  were  the  more 
easily  wrought  upon  by  example  and  pre- 
cept.    How  dangerous  then  to  expose 
such  youths  to  depraved  connexions.  Yet 
those  convicts  who  had  attained  that  par- 
ticular period  were  confinJed  with  old  and 
hardened  characters,  and  ihos  shut  out 
from  the  chance  of  reformation.      He 
knew  that  those  praiseworthy  characters, 
the  chaplains  of  tlie  hulks,  were  very 
strict  in  attending  to  their  duties— and  he 
trusted  that  what  they  said,  in  their  re« 
<2H) 
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ports,  would  turn  out  to  be  correct    But 
what  was  the  statement  of  one  of  them, 
the  Rev.  Mr,  Edwards,  a  pious  and  intel- 
ligent man  ?     <<  He  hoped,''  he  said, 
<*  that  scores  of  convicts,  when  discharged, 
would  become  honest  members  of  society 
''—but  he  feared  there  were  hundreds  set 
at  liberty,  who  were  not  in  a  state  of 
moral  improvement."    But  there  was  not 
adequate  arrangement  made  even  for  the 
classification  of  the  sexes  on  board  the 
l^uiks.    He  was  however  glad  to  leafn 
that  females  were  now  much  better  situ- 
ated than  formerly  on  the  voyage  to  Bo- 
tany Bay.     Those  unhappy  bemgs  were, 
he  understood,  throughout  the  voyage, 
evidently  iidpressed   with   the    salutary 
lessons  which  they  received  in  prison  from 
Mrs.  Fry  and  others,  Uieir  treatment  on 
board  was  materially  different ;  and  they 
heaped  benedictions  on  the  heads  of  those 
by  whom  their  condition  had  been  so 
much  improved.    Before  the  introduction 
of  this  improved  system,  he  was  assured 
that  the  ordinary  practice  was  for  the  of- 
ficers and  seamen  to  select  the  women, 
with  whom  each  thought  proper  to  asso- 
ciate during  the  voyage.    No  such  prac- 
tice was  however  tolerated  at  present ;  and 
this  was  surely  no  small  step  to  good. 
All  those  women  could  not  be  considered 
as  conhnon  prostitutes,  and,  even  if  they 
were,  the  law  sent  them  out  of  the  coun- 
try to  improve  their  morals,  and  not  to 
plunge  them  into  deeper  turpitude  by  an 
habitual  indulgence  in  vice  durins  Uieir 
voyage  to  New  South  Wales.    Here  he 
thought  it  proper  to  state,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  petition  he  had  presented, 
and  what  he  had  himself  mentioned  on  a 
former  day  with  respect  to  the  state  of 
the  convicts  on  board  the  ship  Baring,  a 
communication  had  been  made  to  him, 
affecting  to  differ  in  some  respects  from 
what  was  on  that  occasion  laid  before  the 
House,  but  which  he  could  not  distinctly 
understand.    It  was  stated  therein,  that 
there  were  only  four  convicts  confined  in 
the  birth,  to  which  he  understood  that 
six  prisoners  were  consigned.    But  grant- 
ing that  only  four  were  bo  confined,  still 
he  maintained  that  there  was  great  ground 
for  complaint,  because  much  of  severe 
suffering  must  be  endured  by  the  unhappy 
wretches  who  were  so  situated*    He  could 
assure  the  noble  lord  and  the  House,  that 
he  had  made  the  most  diligent  inquiry 
upon  this  subject,  and  the  result  of  that 
inquiry  was  truly  shocking,  whether  re- 
garded with  reference  to  the  moral  prin- 
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ciple  or  individual  suffel*ing  0/  each  iadi* 
vidual.    But  this  must  be  obvious  to  any 
man  who  considered  the  state  of  between 
2  and  SOO  human  beings  stowed  in  the 
hold  of  an  ordinary-sized  transport,  for  so 
many  hours  every  day,  and  durmg  so  long 
a  voyage.    He  should  be  told,  no  doubt, 
that  the  army  were  often  placed  in  the 
same  situation;  but  this  was  erroneous, 
as  a  great  proportion  of  the  soldiers  were 
usually  on  deck.    Having,  however,  con- 
versed with  several  officers  who  had  been 
with  their  men  on  hoard  transports,  he 
could  say  upon  such  authority,  that  the 
soldiers  themselves  suffered  most  severely, 
their  sufferings  being  indeed  such,  that  m 
hot  climates  an  officer  felt  it  impossible  to 
go  below,  from  the  noxious  smell  that 
prevailed  in  consequence  of  the  manner 
m  which  the  men  were  stowed.    The  re- 
ference, then,  made  to  the  soldiers  on 
board  transports,  was  no  answer  whatever 
to  his  complaint  witli  regard  to  the  treat- 
ment of  convicts,  but  furnished  a  strong 
argument  for  Improving  the  condition  of 
both.    In  the  army  and  navy  too,  amidst 
all  their  sufferings,  discipline  was  preserved 
—but  what  discipline  was  to  be  found 
amongst  the  convicts  ?    To  prevent  mu- 
tiny,  guards  were  placed  on  the  deck  and 
gang- way,  but  this  was  all  the  control  to 
which  they  were  liable.     Was  it  not  a 
fact,  that  the  whole  voyage  was  passed  in 
gambling,  in  singinff  indecent  songs,  in 
every  species  of  vice?— Could  it  be  other- 
wise, when  they  had  nothing  to  employ 
their  minds,  except  the  selection  of  means 
to  get  rid  of  all  reflection  ?    Did  they  not 
endure  great  bodily  torture  i    If  the  laws 
never  intended,  which  they  never  did, 
that  convicts  should  writhe  under  bodily 
torment,  and  sink  under  mental  degrada- 
tion, was  there  not  good  reason  for  abro- 
eating  the  whole  system  I    The  noble 
lord  might  say,  that  great  good  had  al- 
ready resulted  to  the  colony  of  New  South 
Wales,  by  adopting  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  which  sat  in  1812.   But 
the  state  of  that  colony  still  required  in- 
vestigation.   In  consequence  of  numerous 
complaints  with  which  the  office  of  the 
noble  earl  at  the  head  of  the  colonial  de- 
partment had  been  assailed,  he  understood 
a  person  had  been  sent  out  to  inquire  inta 
the  various  topics  connected  with  the  co- 
lony.   That  person  he  had  long  known, 
and  a  more  humane  or  intelligent  indivi- 
dual could  not  have  been  selected  for  Uie 
Eurpose.     But  it  did  not  follow,  because 
is  majesty's  government  IumI  done  their 


469] 


r$tp€Ciing  Transportation^  Sfc»f 


iPjEB.  18,  1819. 


[470 


dukyy  that  the  House  of  Commons  were 
to  abstain  from  performing  theirs.  There 
was  one  point  which  the  House  was  im- 
perativ«Iv  called  oo  to  investigate.  He 
meant  tne  expense  which  the  colony  en- 
tailed on  ihe  mother  country.  From  the 
year  1788  to  1819,  it  had  cost  no  less 
than  4,000,000/.,  and  the  expense  was 
still  increasing  to  a  very  great  degree. 
In  the  28th  Report  of  the  committee  of 
finance,  in  which  all  the  sources  of  ex- 
pense were  enumerated,  the  committee 
asked  this  question-*-''  What  is  the  ex- 
pense which  the  colony  incurs,  and  what 
expense  ought  it  to  incur  ?"  The  follow- 
ing was  the  sum  whidi  it  appeared  that  it 
bad  cost  for  a  series  of  years: — From 
1788  to  1797,  the  average  per  year  was 
86,4*55^;  from  1798  to  1811,  106,700/.; 
from  1812  to  1815,  178,456/.;  from  1816 
to  1817,  193,775/.;  for  the  year  1817, 
220,000/.  He  knew  not,  and  he  believed 
his  majesty's  government  did  not  know, 
what  the  expense  of  1818  was.  In  this 
statement  he  was  aware  that  the  expense 
of  the  colony,  and  that  of  the  transporta- 
tion of  felons  were  mixed  together;  and 
that  the  accounts  also  included  incidental 
expenses;  but  the  general  increase  was 
incontrovertible ;  and  he  would  maintain, 
that  no  example  could  be  produced  of  a 
greater  sacrifice  of  human  happiness,  or 
a  greater  misapplication  of  pecuniary 
means.  The  defects  in  the  system  of  go- 
verning the  colony  were  numerous.  He 
would  not  travel  over  the  whole  of  the 
conduct  of  the  governor  of  this  colony ; 
but  there  were  some  points  which  he 
could  not  forbear  to  notice.  The  gO' 
▼emor  of  this  colony  assumed  to  settle 
the  price  of  all  labour,  and  also  of  all  pro- 
visions ;  and  the  orders  upon  this  subject 
were  issued  by  the  governor  himself, 
without  referring  to  the  opinion  of  any 
council;  an  extraordinary  stretch  of 
power,  and  one  which  must  be  attended 
with  many  hardships,  both  to  the  labourer 
and  his  employer.  Again,  the  governor 
bad  the  power  of  opening  and  shutting 
the  public  stores,  and  the  ports  of  the 
island  at  his  own  pleasure.  The  conse- 
quence was  frequently  this :  poor  cultiva- 
tors came  from  diwrent  parts  of  the 
island  with  the  produce  or  their  farms. 
They  found  the  stores  shut— and  anxious 
to  procure  some  money  for  their  commo- 
dities, they  sold  them  at  reduced  prices. 
The  very  next  day  the  stores  were  opened, 
and  their  gndn  was  safely  boused  there ! 


Let  the  House  consider  the  wretched  si- 
tuation in  which  the  colonial  settlers,  who 
were  little  above  the  rank  of  paupers, 
were  placed  by  such  an  occurrence.  They 
sent  down  their  grain,  believing  the  go- 
vernment stores  were  open,  and  that  they 
would  receive  10^.  per  bushel  for  it.  They 
found  them,  by  the  governor's  command, 
shut — they  were  then  compelled  to  take 
six  or  seven  shillings  per  bushel— -and 
they  found  that  the  very  persons  who  had 
made  purchases,  lodged  them,  perhaps 
the  very  next  day,  in  the  government 
stores.  This  was  a  thing  of  constant  oc- 
currence. It  was  most  injurieus  to  the 
colony,  and  he  was  ready  to  prove  the 
fkct  at  the  bar  of  the  House.  In  the 
year  181S,  the  governor  imported  a 
great  quantity  of  grain.  What  followed  ? 
The  crop  of  that  year  was  remarkably 
abundant,  but  the  stores  were  filled  with 
the  imported  corn,  and  the  farmer  could 
not  get  more  than  5s.  per  bushel.  The 
consequence  was,  that  he  wasted  bis  grain, 
that  he  fed  his  hogs  with  it.  What  was 
the  result  ?  A  scarcity  followed,  and,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  the  governor  wanted 
to  purchase  the  remamder  of  the  grain  he 
had  originally  refused,  and  for  which  he 
was  then  obliged  to  pay  15«.  per  bushel. 
With  regard  to  meat,  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary tor  the  government  to  give  9d, 
per  pound  for  it.  But  governor  Mac- 
quarrie  issued  an  order,  without  an  hour's 
notice,  that  instead  of  9d.  only  6d,  should 
be  paid  in  future.  Thus,  by  his  command, 
the  property  of  every  man  in  the  colony, 
who  had  cattle,  was  depreciated  25  percent. 
No  stop  could  be  put  to  such  unwarrant- 
able conduct,  for  a  considerable  period. 
When  any  one  ventured  to  complain  or 
remonstrate  with  regard  to  the  abuses  of 
the  government,  the  party  was  referred 
to  the  government  at  home,  which  was  a 
species  of  delusion^  especially  from  a  peo- 
ple forming  the  antipodes  of  Ejiglana,  as 
no  answer  to  anv  complaint  could  be  re-* 
ceived  in  a  mucn  less  period  than  twelve 
months.  To  call  Mew  South  Wales  a 
commercial  colony  was  a  mere  mockery. 
It  was,  in  point  of  iact,  an  agricultural 
colony.  It  might,  indeed,  produce  fleeces 
finer  than  those  of  Spain,  and  as  fine  as 
the  Saxon  wool ;  they  might  fetch  the  very 
highest  prices  in  the  European  market^ 
but  still  the  colony  was  completely  agri- 
cultural. 

The  next  point  to  which  he  would  direct 
the  attention  of  the  house,  waa  the  man* 
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ner  in  which  justice  was  admiDistered  in 
the  country.  The  committee^  in  ISIS, 
liad  recommended  the  introduction  of  trial 
bjr  jury  into  this  colony.  Attached  as  he 
was  to  that  noble  institution,  he  would 
•not  say,  at  present,  that  juries  ought  to 
be  introduced  into  New  South  W^es; 
but  he  thought  it  roost  inexpedient  that 
the  question  should  be  determined  in 
consequence  of  any  sort  of  communication 
made  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state. 
He  wished  to  hear  the  opinions  of  those 
who  advocated,  and  of  those  who  ob- 
jected, to  such  a  measure,  stated  openly, 
and  to  let  parliament  judge  with  respect 
to  the  wisdom  of  adopting  the  recommen- 
dation he  now  alluded  to.  Another  sub- 
ject, intimately  connected  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  was  the  appointment 
qf  magistrates*  It  was  Hnown  that  two 
^ttornies,  of  the  name  of  Laud  and  John- 
son, who  had  been  transported  to  New 
South  Wales,  had  been  appointed  magis- 
trates by  the  .governor.  In  a  publication 
which  he  (Mr.  Bennet^  ha/Si  siven  to  the 
world  some  time  ago,  ne  had  mentioned 
that  the  person  whom  the  governor  had 
appointed  to  the  office  of  surgeon-general 
bad  been  seut  as  a  qonyict  from  this  coun- 
try. He  learned,  howeyer,  that  he  had 
been  misinformed  on  this  subject,  and 
that,  the  gentlen^an  whom  he  had  men- 
tioned was  not  a  convict;  and,  as  the  only 
reparation  which  he  could  make  to  him, 
l^e  had  stopped  the.  circulation  of  the 
pamphlet,  because  he  thought  it  might  be 
calculated  to  do  him  injury.  No  person 
living  was  so  little  inclined  as  he  was  to 
injure  the  character  of  any  man ;  and  he 
accordingly  took  this  public  ,  manner  of 
correcting  the  error  which  he  bad  com- 
ipitted  unintentionally,  and  of  declaring 
that  he  understood  Jhe  gentleman  in 
question  during  the  wh6le  of  his  residence 
in  the  colony  had  conducted  himself  with 
the  utmost  propriety*  But,  to  resume, 
be  thought  the  fountain  of  justice  ought 
tfi  be  pure,  and  that  no  convict  should  be 
appointed  to  a  judicial  office.  He  would 
a^OTi  that  suchappomtments  wereiropro- 

Ear«  and  that  it  was  the  duty  pf  the  noble 
^rd.  at  the  head  of  the  colonial  depart- 
ing to  reprimand  the  .  governor  for  so 
jgross^an  outrage  ,on  propriety  and  justice. 
This  Laudj  to  w:hom  he  had  alluded,  he 
understood  to  be  an  auctioneer;  and, 
according  to  the  custom  of  that  country, 
Aa  soon  as  he  came  down  from  the  seat  of 
Justii:9#  be  got  iotp  a  part  md  /sold  blan- 
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kets.  This  he  conceived  to  be  one  of  the' 
most  indecent  acts  that  could  possibly  be 
eidiibited.  He  now  begged  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  a  subject  which  must 
interest  the  best  feelings  of  their  hearts- 
he  meant  the  state  of  crime  in  that  colony. 
Convicts  were  sent  from  this  country  to 
New  South  Wales,  in  the  hope  that  du- 
ring the  period  of  their  banishment,  their 
vicious  habits  might  be  reformed;  but  the 
number  of  capitu  convictions  which  took 
place  in  that  country,  proved  how  un« 
likely  it  was  that  this  hope  would  ever  be 
realized  under  the  present  system.  He 
could  not  get  the  accurate  information 
which  was  to  be  derived  from  the  returns 
sent  to  the  Secretary  of  state's  office,  and 
was  obliged  to  found  his  observations  on 
the  statements  contained  in  The  Sidney 
Gazette.  He  learned  from  them  that 
tbere  were  no  less  than  27  persons  capi- 
tally convicted  there  at  two  sessions,  in 
1817— 'and,  if  he  averaged  the  number,  per 
annum,  at  4*0,  he  did  not  think  he  would 
be  above  the  mark.  This,  considering 
the  population,  was  about  one  bdividuai 
in  five  hundred.  Let  the  house  contrast 
this  with  the  state  of  crime  in  England* 
He^found,  that  in  Devonshire,  IS  penona 
were  capitally  convicted  in  the  last  half- 
year,  out  of  a  populau'on  of  S83.S0S — 
or  one  in  29,485.  In  the  county  of  War- 
wick, where  the  assizes  were  considered 
very  heavy,  he  found  that  twenty-seven 
persons  had  been  capitally  convicted  in  the 
naif-year — or  one  in  8,759.  And,  io 
Yorkshire  he  found,  greatly  to  tne  credit 
of  that  large  county,  that,  during  six 
months  of  the  year  1816,  only  twenty^ 
four  persons  were  capitally  convicted  out 
of  a  population  of  987,00(Wor  one  in 
41,000.  So  that  in  this  school  of  reform^ 
which  England  had  been  supporting  for 
thirty  years,  vice  and  criminalty  baa  ar- 
rived at  a  much  higher  pitch  than  in  the 
mother  country.  It  was  impossible  to  opeii 
any  one  of  those  gazettes  without  feeling 
chilled  at  the  long  details  which  it  con* 
tained  of  every  species  of  guilt  and  vil- 
lany.  Perhaps  there  nevejr  fvas  a  country 
on  the  f^ce  of  the  globe  in  which  the  same 
degree  of  guilt  prevailed,  as  in  the  settle- 
ment in  question. 

There  was  another  subject  whiph  waa 
deserving  of  the  most  serious  attention 
of  the  house— namely,  the  powet  as- 
sumed by  tlie  governor  of  New  South 
Wale?  tjo  inflict  punishments  at  djkcredon. 
He  had  read  attentively  the  &pt  for  the 
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regulation  of  that  colony,  and  he  could 
confidently  tky^  thsX  there  was  nothing  in 
it  which  could  authorize  the  governor  to 
exercise  such  a  power.  Now,  goyernor 
Macquarrie  had  thought  fit,  of  his  own  free 
will,  to  cause  three  free  settlers  to  be 
flogged,  for  what  was  called  a  contraven- 
tion of  the  orders  of  the  governor  in  going 
through  a  hole  in  a  wall  into  what  the 
governor  called  his  park.  One  of  these 
men  was  an  ingenious  artist,  who  had 
Invented  a  machine — ^which  he  (Mr.  Ben- 
set^  recommended  to  the  consideration 
of  trie  right  hon.  Uie  master  of  the  Mint — 
for  striking  out  the  centre  of  a  dollar,  an 
operation  by  which  the  governor  had 
been  enabled  to  take  10,000/.  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  settle- 
ment. Yet  in  the  ftiry  of  his  power  the 
goveiHor  haid  ordered  this  free  man  to 
receive  twenty-five  lashes  by  the  public 
executioner.  He  understood  indeed  that 
the  person  in  question  intended  to  insti- 
tute a  prosecution  against  the  governor  on 
his  return  home;  but  that  was  no  rea- 
son why  the  house  should  shut  its  eyes 
io  the  transaction.  Could  the  house  shut 
their  doors  to  inquiry,  when  the  exbtence 
<>f  such  facts  were  a^itted  as  those  which 
were  stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  this  colony  in 
1812?  It  appeared  in  the  report  of  that 
committee  that  the  governor  considered 
he  had  a  right  to  inflict  lashes  to  any  num- 
ber not  exceeding  500,  under  the  colonial 
regulations.  He  conceived  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  house  to  interfere,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  exercise  of  any  such  power. 
He  could  prove  the  occurrence  of  the 
circumstance  which  he  had  stated  by  the 
evidence  of  the  parties  who  had  suffered, 
Who  were  now  in  England,  and  by  the 
remonstrances  of  the  magistrates  of  the 
settlement.  Had  the  governor  had  the 
good  fortune  to  have  a  council,  this  and 
many  other  transactions  of  a  like  nature 
Vould  never  have  occurred.  Governor 
Macquariie  might  be  unwilling  to  receive 
such  a  council;  but  why  lord  Bathurst 
Should  put  20,000  persons  and  their  pro- 
|>crties  under  Hie  uhlimited  control  of 
one  individual  without  any  council  to 
ad^e  him,  he  was  altogether  at  a  loss  to 
conceive.  The  subject  of  the  taxes  levied 
in  this  colony  was  also  well  worthy  of  at- 
tention. He  knew  the  argument  would 
hold,  that  money  might  be  levied  in  a 
coniijuered  colony  ;  but  he  was  ready  to 
fxieet  any  man  on  that  ground,  and  to 
show,  tnat  New  South   Wales  was  not 


I  a  conquered  colony.    It  was  not  in  the 
I  power  of  government  to  raise   a  single 
shilling  in  it  beyond  what  it  was  specially 
authorized  to  do  by  parliament.    Yet  the 
governor  of  that  colony  had  levied  ten 
shillings  a  g^lon  on  spirits,  sixpence  a 
pound  on  tobacco,  and  various  unties  on 
other  commodities,  amounting  to  20,000/. 
a  year  without    any  legal  authority.    If 
he  were  allowed  to  go  on  in  this  way 
what  was  to  prevent  him  from  levying  a 
property  tax  on  the  colony  ?    This  was 
stealing  a  march  on  the  house.    Parlia- 
ment could  of  coarse  authorize  eovem- 
ment  to  levy  duties  on  the  inhaDitants, 
but  the  Crown,  with  the  privy  council 
alone,  had  not  power  to  raise  a  sinele 
shilling.    The  last  subject  to  which  ne 
should  advert,  was  the  religious  and  moral 
educaHon  and  instruction  of  the  colony. 
The  state  of  the  colony  in  this  respect 
baffled  all  description.    A  letter  from  Mr. 
Marsden,   the    chanlain-genera!    of  the 
colony,  set  at  rest  all  loose  assertions  with 
respect  to  the  moral  state  of  the  colony, 
ana  what  was  to  be  expected  from  export- 
ing annually  such  a  quantity  of  vicious 
matter  to  the  New  South  Wales.    A  large 
proportion  of  the  convicts    were   Irish 
Catnolics,  who  had  no  religious  instruction 
whatever,  for  he  did  not  think  they  de- 
rived any  from  the  order  of  the  governor, 
who  compelled  them,  by  the  intervention 
of  a  number  of  constables,  to  attend  a 
place  of  Protestant  worship  every  Sunday. 
In  the  church  where  they  were  thus  as- 
sembled, every  thing  took  place  except 
what  was  most  suitable  to  it.    He  had 
been  also  told  that  the  Catholics,  rather 
than  submit  to  have  the  various  religious 
ceremonies  performed  by  Protestant  cler. 
gymen,  lived    together  unmarried— that 
tneir  children  were  unbapti^ed— and  that 
in  short  they  submitted  to  no  ceremony 
but  that  of  being  marched  to  church  by 
the  constable.     A  Catholic  clergyman 
had  voluntarily  gone  from  Ireland  with 
the  view  of  instructing  convicts  of  his 
own  persuasion.    He  had  gone  from  house 
to  house,  and  exerted  himself  in  the  most 
laudable  manner  In  promoting  the  comfort 
and  correcting  the  morals  of  the  people. 
No  objections  whatever  were  made  to  him 
on  any  other  ground  but  that  of  his  being 
a  Catholic ;  but  as  a  Catholic  he  was  sent 
away  from  the  settlement.    He  was  no 
friend  to  the  Catholic  religion,  and  was 
of  opinion  that  the  conversion  of  Catholics 
to  the  iProtestant  religion  would  be  a  very 
great  blessing;   but  there  could  be  no 
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doubt  that  good  morals  under  forty  reli« 
gioDS  was  better  than  immoralltv  under 
onei  and  that  those  persons  wno  were 
Catholics,  and  conscientiously  attached 
to  that  rdigion,  ought  not  to  be  deprived 
of  the  religious  instruction  of  their  own 
clergymen.  There  could  be  no  doubt, 
he  should  think,  in  the  minds  of  any 
person,  of  whatever  religion  he  was,  that 
moral  and  religious  instruction  from  a 
Catholic  clergyman  was  better  than  none. 
Tet  the  eovernor  had  shut  up  this  priest 
in  8  gaol,  and  sent  him  home  a  prisoner. 
All  he  could  say  was,  that  he  bad  this 
under  Mr.  Marsden's  own  hand — he  had 
his  letter  in  his  pocket.  Nothing  could 
be  more  affecting  than  the  manner  in  which 
mass  was  Brst  celebrated  in  the  settlement. 
Hundreds  and  thousands  were  present 
The  poor  Irish  lamented  exceedingly  the 
departure  of  their  clergyman.  They  shed 
tears  as  he  left  them,  and  appeared  rather 
to  be  following  some  beloved  fnend  to  his 
grave,  than  their  pastor  to  the  vessel 
which  was  to  bear  him  away.  He  hoped 
government  would  take  care  that  in  future 
proper  religious  instruction  should  be 
given  to  the  Catholics.  The  state  of  edu- 
cation was  a  matter  deserving  also  of  the 
utmost  attention.  There  were  4,000  chil- 
dren in  the  settlement,  and  of  those  only 
1,000  were  educated — three  thousand  re- 
mained without  any  instruction  whatever. 
The  house  would  hardly  believe  that  there 
was  a  place  of  deportation,  to  which  per- 
sons were  sent  when  they  behaved  ill;  and 
that  there  was  no  church  and  no  clergyman 
there.  It  was  a  remarkable  fact,  that  out 
of  all  the  women  in  the  colony,  there  were 
not  above  400  who  ever  were  known  to 
attend  church.  Those  who  knew  the  value 
of  a  religions  education  to  the  female  sex 
in  this  country,  would  easily  conceive 
from  this  statement  what  a  dreadful  laxity 
of  morals  there  must  be  amongst  the  wo- 
men in  New  South  Wales.  Mr.  Marsden, 
in  1808,  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  wait  on 
the  noble  lord,  who  then  held  the  situation 
which  lord  Bathurst  now  filled^  and  coni- 
municated  to  him  the  dreadful  condition 
in  which  the  women  were  placed.  The 
noble  lord,  whose  humanity  always  dis- 
posed him  to  promote  whatever  tended  to 
the  amelioration  of  his  fellow  creatures, 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  governor  on  the  sub- 
ject, almost  doubting  the  possibility  of 
the  fitcts  which  had  oeen  stated  to  him, 
but  giving  directions  for  the  removal  of 
the  iS>uses,  if  they  existed.  The  complaint 
waS|  tliFt  the  women,  who  were  employed 
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by  government  were,  after  three  o'clock  ia 
the  aflernoon,  turned  out  loose  on  the 
town,  and  from  having  no  fixed  quarters, 
the  greatest  number  were  obliged  to  pros- 
titute themselves.  Now  would  the  House 
believe,  that  though  this  abuse  was  pointed 
out  in  1808,  and  though  instructions  were 
immediately  sent  out  to  the  governor  oa 
the  subject,  yet  that  until  the  21st  March, 
1818,  not  one  single  step  had  been  taken 
to  remedy  the  abuse  ?  On  the  21st  March, 
1818,  he  saw  that  a  tender  had  been 
made  for  building  a  place  to  receive  these 
persons.  In  1815,  that  was  tossy,  eight 
years  after  the  first  communication  of  the 
abuse,  Mr.  Marsden  declared  that  during 
the  20  years  he  had  been  in  the  colony, 
he  never  remembered  so  many  atrocious 
offences,  such  as  house-breaking,  highway 
robbery,  and  the  like,  as  of  Tate  years. 
Those  prostitutes  were  the  cause  of  the 
male  convicts  going  out  to  rob  and  plunder 
to  supply  their  wants.  Nothing  was  more 
distressing  than  to  see  the  vices  and  mi- 
sery which  prevailed.  In  1808  Mr.  Mars- 
den had  applied  to  government  at  home 
on  the  subject.  In  1815,  seven  years  af- 
terwards, he  again  wrote  to  the  colonial 
department,  stating  that  nothing  had  been 
done  for  the  females ;  that  in  consequence 
of  female  convicts  being  allowed  to  go  at 
large  at  night,  not  one  female  convict 
would  go  into  any  respectable  family;  that 
this  save  rise  to  the  most  dreadful  system 
of  plunder  and  devastation;  that  there 
was  not  a  farmer  who  could  keep  a  bushel 
of  wheat  on  his  farm,  or  any  potatoes  ia 
his  grounds ;  or  a  sinele  hog  m  his  stye ; 
that  when  he  went  to  bed,  he  was  sure  to 
be  robbed  of  them,  either  by  his  own  ser- 
vants, or  by  others,  to  supply  the  wants 
of  the  females  who  lived  by  prostitution, 
to  whom  the  men  had  access  at  all  hours 
ef  the  night ;  and  that  there  was  hardly 
a  night  but  what  the  most  dreadful  crimes 
were  committed;  crimes  at  which  even 
the  people  of  London  wouki  be  startled  ; 
crimes  which  would  hardly  allow  a  man  to 
believe  he  was  living  in  a  country  inha- 
bited by  Englishmen.  That  such  should 
be  the  case  would  not  appear  wonderful 
when  it  was  known  that  last  year  there 
had  been  no  fewer  than  52  public-houses 
licensed  by  the  governor.  One  should 
have  thought,  that  care  would  at  least 
have  been  taken  to  see  that  proper  per- 
sons  held  those  licences.  Many  of  them, 
however,  were  convicts,  and  some  of  them 
persons  who  had  been'  guilty  of  the  most 
atrocious  crimes.    One  of  them  was  the 
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wife  of  a  person  in  this  metropolis,  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Oxford  Bob.-~ 
What  could  such  houses  be  but  flash 
bouses,  serving  as  a  receptacle  for  all  th» 
thieves  in  the  colony,  and  keeping  up  a 
communication  between  them?  But  tnis 
was  not  all.  He  understood  it  was  custo- 
mary for  the  governor  to  give  tickets  to 
persons  who  had  come  out  with  their  poc- 
kets filled  by  the  crimes  which  they^  had 
committed  in  England;  thus  authorizing 
them  to  open  shops,  to  be  furnished  by 
those  very  crimes  for  which  they  had 
been  transported.  Were  we  to  plant  a 
colony  on  the  other  side  of  the  globe,  and 
to  take  no  care  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  administered?  He  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  if  the  settlement 
were  well  governed,  and  its  resources 
wisely  drawn  forth,  it  might  be  made, 
instead  of  a  seat  of  immorality  and  a 
nursery  of  vice,  a  source  of  great  profit  to 
the  country.  The  exportation  of  wool 
from  it  was  already  considerable,  and  pro- 
mised to  be  of  the  greatest  consequence. 
He  knew  one  gentleman,  a  Mr.  M*  Arthur, 
who  had  introduced  sheep-farming  into 
the  colony  on  an  extensive  scale.  That 
gentleman  bad  last  year  sent  over  no  less 
than  8,000  Merino  fleeces,  and  he  had' 
sold  his  wool  as  high  as  5s.  6d*  per  pound. 
But  all  those  advantages  were  checked  by 
saturating  the  colony  with  2,500  criminals 
in  one  year.  This  would  deter  all  honest 
settlers  from  going  there.  Many  of  these 
convicts  could  be  of  little  use  in  such  a 
colony ;  nor  were  those,  intrusted  with 
.the  disposal  of  the  convicts  on  their  ar- 
'  rival,  attentive  to  the  applications  which 
were  made  to  them  by  the  settlers.  He 
might  instance  the  case  of  a  settler,  who 
wrote  to  the  governor  that  he  was  in  want 
of  three*  husbandmen :  on  which  the  go- 
vernor sent  him  two  tailors,  and  a  London 
pick-pocket.  If  this  country  were  to  re- 
turn to  its  ordinary  average  of  crimes, 
more  than  600  convicts  should  not  be  sent 
out  in  one  year.  The  expense  of  peni- 
tentiary establishments  would  be  much  less 
than  that  of  the  system  of  transportation. 
From  every  inquiry  that  he  had  made 
into  this  subject,  he  was  led  to  believe 
that  a  penitentiary,  capable  of  containing 
from  800  to  1,000  persons,  could  be 
erected  at  an  expense  of  from  40  to  50,000/. 
Now  the  expense  of  removing  such  a 
number  of  persons  to  New  South  Wales 
exceeded  tnat  sum.  It  was  a  question 
deserving  the  greatest  consideration,  whe- 
ther the  youths  of  the  country  ought  to 


be  thus  sent  out  of  it.    Was  it  the  object 
to  reduce  our  population  by  transporting 
all  who  became  liable  to  that  punishment? 
But  if  the  object  was,  to  support  the  co- 
lonies, let    industrious  settlers,  persona 
acquainted  with    agriculture,  be  encou- 
raged.   When  he  had  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  the  crowded 
state  of  our  gaols,  and  the  wants  of  the 
prisoners,  he  was  sneeringly  asked  whe- 
ther he  would  have  Turkey  carpets   for 
them,  and  have  them  supplied  with  coffee 
and  chocolate.    He  should  probably,  in 
like  manner,  be  now  asked  whether  he 
wished  to  abolish  all  punishment*    So  far, 
however,  was  he  fram  being  an  enemy  to 
punishment,  that  he  was  reauly  a  friend  to 
punishment ;  but  his  motto  was,  **  punish 
when  necessary ;  but  punish  wisely,  dis- 
creetly, and  usefully.*       Transportation, 
which  ought  to  be  the  greatest  punish- 
ment next  to  death,  should  not  be  made 
an  object  of  choice.  They  all  knew,  how- 
ever, from  the  best  evidence,  that  trans- 
portation was  an  object  of  choice  to  many. 
.Applications  had  been  made  to  himself  by 
convicts,  on  the  supposition  that  be  pos- 
sessed influence,  begging  him  to  use  that 
influence  to  get  them  sent  out.    There 
was  not  a  greater  error  that  states  could 
fall  into,  than  that  it  was  possible,   by 
examples  of  severity  of  punishment,  to 
check  crimes.    Facility  of  detection  fur- 
nished the  most  efficacious  means  of  check- 
ing crime.     If  punishments  were  to  be 
as  mild  as  possible,  and  if  they  could  asso- 
ciate with  the  idea  of  crime  in  the  minds 
of  the  public,  that  it  would  be  sure  to  be 
followed  by  speedy  detection,  the  house 
might  take  his  word  that  that  would  do  far 
more  to  check  crime  than  filling  the  statute 
book  with  sanguinary  punishments  against 
which  the  good  sense  and  humanity  of  so« 
ciety  revolted.    He  begged  pardon  of  the 
house  for  having  so  lone  trespassed  on  their 
indulgence,  and  concluded  with  moving, 
<<  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  system  of  Transpor- 
tation, and  the  state  of  the  colony  of  New 
South  Wales;  and  to  report  their  observa- 
tions thereupon  to  the  house.'* 

Lord  Castlereagk  said,  that  in  the  ob- 
servations which  he  had  to  make  he  should 
confine  himself  to  the  seneral  scope  and 
view  of  the  motion,  ratner  than  enter  on 
tlie  details  and  particular  grounds  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  brought  before 
the  house.  He  assured  the  hon.  gentle- 
man that  he  should  very  much  regret  if 
he  were  to  suppose  that  he  was  not  ao- 
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toated  b^  a  wish  to  be  of  service  to  the 
cause  which  the  hon.  member  himself  had 
at  heart.  The  hon*  gentleman  would  do 
him  great  injustice  if  he  did  not  consider 
him  an  ally  rather  than  an  opponent.  One 
of  the  great  advantages  of  peace  was»  thdt 

,it  enamed  the  house  to  devote  more  of 
their  time  to  inquiries  into  subjects  of 
this  nature.  If  this  case  therefore  stood 
on  insulated  grounds,  it  might  be  proper 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
facts  stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman ;  but  it 
was  essentially  connected  with  an  inquiry 

.  which  the  house  were  on  the  point  of  enter- 
ing into,  and  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
country  was  now  strongly  turned,  namely* 
the  inquiry  into  thejBtateof  our  gaols  and  of. 
our  penal  law.  If  he  could  prove  therefore 
that  the  hon.  gentleman,  by  this  separate 
inquiry,  was  not  pursuing  the  best  course 
for  the  attainment  of  his  own  object,  he 
had  a  fair  claim  on  him  to  abandon  it  for 
that  course  which  he  trusted  he  should 
prove  was  the  most  judicious  and  suitable. 
he  was  not  disposed  to  shut  his  eyes  to 
the  defects  which  still  existed  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  colony,  which  was  now 
the  object  of  the  attention  of  the  house. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  shut  out  the  ques- 
tion from  such  farther  investigation,  as  the 
state  of  the  colony  required.  But  he  con- 
ceived that  the  subject  of  this  motion 
ought  not  to  form  a  separate  inquiry  in  an 
insulated  committee,  which  might  have 
the  effect  of  withdrawing  many  members, 
and  among  others  the  hon.  eentleman  him- 
self, who  were  possessea  of  extensive 
knowledge  on  the  subject,  from  the  great 
inquiry  of  which  this  formed  ooly  a  branch, 
and  which  ou£^ht  to  concentrate  as  much 

.  as  possible  the  attention  of  parliament. 
Now  if  no  case  of  abuse  had  been  stated, 
which  &irly  called  for  a  separate  inquiry, 

,  he  did  not  see  why  it  ought  to  be  dis- 
joined from  the  matter  of  the  same  nature, 
which  was  so  soon  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  house.  A  committee  on  the  same 
.subject  had  been  moved  for  in  1812,  by 

,.  an  non.  aad  learned  gentleman,  who,  he 
lamented,  was  no  longer  a  member  of  that 
house,  whose  attention  was  as  vigilant, 
and  whose  mind  was  as  competent  for  such 
inquiries,  -as  any  gentleman's— he  meant 
the  late  sir  SamueT  Uomilly.  The  result 
was,  a  committee  was  instituted,  and  an 
elaborate  report  was  presented  to  the  house, 
which  be  now  held  in  his  hand.  In  the 
conclusion  of  tha(  report,  it  was  stated, 
that  it  appeared  thexolony  had  latterly  at- 
tracted more  of  the  care  of  the  govern - 
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ment  tlian  it  bad  done  for  many  years; 
that  from  the  measures  proposed  by  go- 
vernment, and  the  liberal  views  of  the 
present  governor,  the  best  effects  were  to 
be  expected.  He  could  also  assure  the 
house,  that  before  the  hon.  gentleman  gave 
notice  of  the  present  motion,  his  noble 
friend  at  the  head  of  the  colonial  depart- 
ment had  instituted  a  commission,  and  had 
obtained  the  consent  of  an  individual^ 
known,  he  believed,  to  the  hon.  gentleman, 
to  go  out  to  the  colony  and  make  a  de- 
tailed inquiry  on  the  spot,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertainmg  whether  the  colony  could 
be  made  more  auxiliary  to  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  in  this  country ;  and  how 
far  its  religious  and  moral  improvement 
might  be  promoted.  Now,  if  he  could 
show  that  toe  inquiry  which  was  proposed 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  would  contravene 
the  other  more  important  inquiry  into  the 
whole  subject,  of  which  it  formed  only  a 
branch,  and  that  a  commission  had  been 
instituted  for  the  purpose  of  inquiry,  par- 
ticularly into  the  state  of  New  South 
Wales,  he  hoped  the  hon.  gentleman  woidd 
feel  that  this  separate  inquiry  ought  not, to 
be  gone  into.  The  hon.  eentleman  must 
know,  that  several  individuals  had  lately 
come  to  this  country,  capable  of  giving 
the  most  valuable  information  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  house.  Now,  he  could  as- 
sure him,  that  in  the  committee  in  ques- 
tion, an  opportunity  would  be  given  him 
for  obtaining  all  the  information  of  which 
he  was  desirous.  If  he  could  show  him 
that  the  mode  which  he  proposed  was  not 
the  fittest  for  his  object,  that  the  govern- 
ment had  neglected  no  duty  of  their  own 
in  this  case,  and  if  he  undertook  to  give 
the  hon.  gentleman  the  means  of  .obtain- 
ing all  the  information  that  he  wished,  he 
trusted  the  hon.  gentleman  would  see  the 
propriety  of  not  pressing  the  present  mo- 
tion. The  fair  and  frank  avowal  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  with  respect  to' the  mea- 
sures of  a  noble  friend  of  his,  called  for  the 
same  frankness  on  his  part.  He  was  ready 
to  acknowledge  that  he,  for  one,  was  dis- 
posed to  believe  that  the  hon.  |B;entleman 
devoted  his  attention  to  inquiries  of  this 
nature  with  the  roost  sincere  view  of  serv- 
ing his  country — that  he  entered  the 
abodes  of  misery  with  the  praise^wortby 
intention  of  benefitting  hi$  fellow-crea— 
tures.  But  the  hon.  gentleman  threw  so 
much  laudable  zeal  into  whatever  he  en- 
tered on,  that  he  (lord  C.)  H^as  disposed 
to  think  he  reposed,  not  unfrecjuently, 
more  confidence  in  the  comnmnicatioxks 
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>.  together  with  the  free  lettlers,  put 
ter   the 'absolute  control  of  the  ffo- 
I  or,  if  it  were  not  that  some  specific 
'Inures  suited  for  the  reformation  of 
^e  unhappy  convicts  might  be  carried 
t  effect  i     Undoubtedly  it  must  be 
uessed,  that  for  some  time  past  this 
my  had  attracted  too  little  attention. 
J  war,  and  other  objects,  had  diverted 
view  of  the  country  from  a  considera- 
'1  of  those  establishments  which  ought 
rr  to  be  neglected ;  and  thus,  since 
'  2,  no  inquiry  had  been  instituted  into 
state  of  a  colony  essentfally  connected 
:ii  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of  the 
<tntry-    The  state  of  things  was  now 
y  different.    We  could  enter  on  the 
'iniry  with  a  full  certainty  that  it  would 
immand  attention,  and  with  the  prospect 
tdt   the  results  obtained  would  throw 
ttht  on  other  questions  of  interest.    Con- 
<ti<«ring  this  to  be  the  case,  he  could  not 
<L  feel  surprised  at  the  speech  of  his 
..i>le  friend,  which  appeared  jnade  for 
.«c  purpose  rather  of  stifUog  than  of  pro- 
.J ling  inauirjr.    If  the  arguments  used 
. .  his  noble  friend  were  to  be  decisive  in 
...*&  instance,  the  House  would  find  that 
J  thing  had  yet  been  done  towards  the 
Jects  which  all  professed  to  have  in 
.icw,  and  that,  like  an  old  soldier,  his 
.on.  friend  would  have  to  '^  fight  all  his 
.attles  o'er  again.''    His  noble  friend  had 
'bjected  also  to  the  motion  for  an  inouiry 
)to  the  general  state  of  the  criminal  law 
of  the  country,  of  which  notice  had  been 
given  by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  who, 
by  his  practical  knowledge,  and  his  hu- 
mane and  enlightened  mind,  was  pecu- 
liarly fitted    for  such  an  investigation. 
Such  a  molion,  his  noble  friend  seemed  to 
think,  tended  to  throw  general  discredit 
on  our  system  of  judicature.    But  one 
ground  for  such  a  motion  was,  that  our 
real  system  was  different  from  our  nominal 
one ;  and  that,  b^  holding  out  the  threats 
of  severities,  which  we  did  not  dare  to 
enforce,  we  encouraged  the  criminal  by 
hopes  of  impunity,  and  induced  him  to 
enter  into  gambhng  speculations  on  the 
uncertainty  of  punishment.     But,  to  re- 
turn to  the  question,  whether  one  com- 
mittee only  should    be    appointed ;    or 
whether  the  House  should  commit  the 
investigation  of  each  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject to  a  separate  committee  ?    Would  it 
not  be  much  better,  before  the  House 
decided  that  certain  offences  should-  l>e 
punished  by    transportation,    that    they 
abould  know  that  New  South  Wales  waa 
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a  place  fit  for  the  reception  of  convicia  i 
If  they  were  to  proceed  in  a  difierent 
manner,  the  same  committee  must  inquire, 
not  only  into  the  whole  state  of  the  crimi- 
nal law,  but  into  the  state  of  New  South 
Wales,  into  the  system  of  transportation, 
into  the  state  of  gaols,  into  the  classifica- 
tion of  prisoners,  and  into  many  other 
subjects,  any  one  of  which  would  nearly 
be  sufficient  for  its  investigation.  On  the 
state  of  the  prisons  we  had  not  only  the 
mformation  of  Mr.  Howard  to  perusci  but 
a  book  that  contained  statements  with 
which  all  ought  to  be  acquainted,  and 
reasonings  to  which  most  must  yield. 
That  book  had  proved  that  prisoners  might 
be  employed  for  their  reformation,  and 
shown  that  thus  the  necessity  for  capital 
punishments,  which  was  created  by  an 
unchecked  progress  in  crime,  might  be  re- 
duced. He  was  tberefore  astonished,  that 
his  noble  friend  should  think  that  such  an 
arrangement  as  that  which  he  proposed 
would  facilitate  inquiry.  The  committee, 
with  these  subjects  committed  to  it,  would 
be  overwhelmed  by  thequantitj^  of  matter 
before  them.  The  road  to  wisdom  was 
the  collection  of  difierent  particular  facts. 
An  inquiry  concerning  gaols,  to  be  com- 
plete, should  embrace  the  state  of  the 
prisons  on  the  continent  and  in  America, 
m  order  to  ascertain  the  means  which  had 
been  used  with  efiect  to  make  those  places 
schools  for  reformation,  instead  of  depra- 
vity. But  why  should  the  investigation 
on  that  subject  not  be  prosecuted  sepa- 
rately from  that  into  the  state  of  the 
colony  of  New  South  Wales,  which  was 
perfectly  distinct  from  it?-  Were  the 
same  committee  to  have  those  distinct 
and  separate  duties  imposed  upon  them, 
their  labours  would  neither  terminate  in 
any  reasonable  time^  nor  lead  to  any  prac- 
tical result.  To  undertake  a  limited  part 
of  the  task,  nothing  would  be  a  sufficient 
inducement  but  the  feeling  of  an  indis- 
pensable duty ;  and  the  labour,  therefore, 
ought  not  to  be  rendered  inefficient  by 
being  made  too  extensive.  When  the 
temptations  to  the  commission  of  crimes 
were  weighed — ^when  the  want  of  educa- 
tion was  taken  into,  the  account— when  it 
waa  considered  that  the  boy,  the  child, 
waa  doomed  to  capital  ^nishment,  it  must 
happen  that  the  laws  could  not  be  exe- 
cuted ;  that  a  merciful  forbearance,  pro- 
ceeding from  a  fear  of  drawing  down  the 
infliction  of  too  severe  a  vengeance,  would 
be  indulged;  that  the  guilty  would  be 
frequently  allowed  to  escape,  and  then 
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fairly,  why  be  thought  the  subject  before 
the  house  the  least  fit  to  be  made  the  ex- 
clusive subject  of  an  inquiry:  he  should 
BOW  mention  shortly,  why  he  thought  his 
own  motion  was  preferable  to  that  which 
the  lion,  and  learned  member  for  Knares- 
borough  intended  to  propose.   The  motion 
of  the  hon.  and  learnea  member,  as  he 
understood  it,  was  to  be  for  a  general  in- 
quiry into  the  state  of  the  criminal  law, 
on  the  presumed  allegation  that  by  its  se- 
verity it  was  open  to  reproach.    The  mo? 
tion  which  he  (lord  C.)  had  to  propose, 
was  on  the  state  of  the  prisons,  on  trans- 
portation, and  the  hulks.    He  did  not 
exclude  the  state  of  the  criminal  law,  but 
he  contended  that  that  subject  could  not  be 
considered  with  advantage,  except  as  con- 
nected with  the  practical  question  of  re- 
medial measures,  and  especially  the  ques- 
tion, what  secondary  punishment  could  be 
adopted  if  the  puni&hment  of  death  were 
less  frequently  inflicted.    He  thought  it 
better  to  start  from  the  practical  than  from 
the  abstract  question,  because  it  waa  not 
wise  in  any  state,  and  least  of  all  in  this 
State,  at  the  present  moment,  to  arraign  its 
own  administration  of  justice,  in  the  eyes  of 
its  own  people  and  of  the  world,  without  at 
lea  t  presenting,  at  the  same  time,  a  reme- 
dial resource.    By  the  course  he  proposed, 
they  would  have  the  whole  view  of  the 
subject  before  them ;  they  could  see  where 
the  pressure  of  severity  was  excessive. 
They  could  see  where  relief  could  be  af- 
forded to  human  suffering  by  the  diminu- 
tion of  crime,  through  the  force  of  ex- 
ample;  and  they  could  ascertain  what 
were  the  best  remedies  for  the  evils  of  the 
present  system.    He  preferred  his  own 
motion,    because   the  others  dissipated, 
while  his  rather  concentrated  the  attention 
of  parliament.    The  inquiry  proposed  by 
the  lion,  gentleman  was  too  narrow  to 
occupy  the  exclusive  attention  of  parlia* 
ment,  while  that  proposed  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  though  more  compre* 
hensive,  was  also  more  dangerous.    The 
course  he  proposed  to  take  was  on  a  middle 
ground.    He  should  move  for  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  prisons,  and  into  the  nature 
of  the  different  legal  punishments,  and  by 
letting  in  the  question  of  punishments,  the 
consideration  of  the  penalty  affixed  by  the 
law  to  particular  crimes  would  come  be- 
fore them.  This  he  thouffht  the  fairest  and 
most  practical  mode  of  proceeding ;  and 
he  trusted  the  house  would  not,  by  any 
general  declaration,  lower  the  best  system 
of  jurisprudence  and  judicature  which  ih* 
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world  bad  ever  seen.  It  was,  therefore, 
from  no  disposition  to  invade  the  province 
of  the  hon.  mover,  or  to  throw  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  inquiry,  that  he  felt  it  his 
duty,  not  to  give  a  negative  to  the  motion  , 
for  he  should  be  unwilling  to  seem  to  re- 
ceive any  motion  for  such  an  inquiry^ 
with  disfavour,  but  to  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  WUberforce  expressed  his  disap- 
pointment at  the  manner  in  which  the 
motion  had  been  met  by  his  noble  friend. 
The  speech  of  his  noble  friend  had  con- 
sisted of  two  parts ;  in  the  latter  part  of  it 
lie  had  recommended  inquiry,  in  the  former, 
he  had  seemed  to  argue  that  inquiry  was 
of  no  use.  Now  he  had,  from  some  ex- 
perience of  the  world,  learned  to  listen 
with  some  distrust,  and  to  accede  witli 
some  hesitation,  to  the  reasoning  of  any 
one  who,  after  urging  that  no  inquiry  at 
all  was  necessary,  turned  upon  you  to  re- 
commend one  particular  mode  of  inquiry, 
as  much  better  suited  to  the  purpose  thaa 
that  which  you  had  proposed  to  him. 

Lord  Castlereagh  observed,  that  he  was 
sure  his  hon.  friend  did  not  mean  to  mis- 
state him,  although  he  really  was  doing 
so.  He  had  strongly  recommended  in- 
quiryb 

Mr.  WUberforce  admitted  that  his  noble 
friend  had,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  speech^ 
spoken  in  favour  of  a  certain  mode  of  in- 
quiry ;  but  he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  any 
one  had  left  the  House  after  his  noble 
friend  had  gone  through  one  half  of  bis 
speech,  he  would  have  supposed  he  was 
hostile  to  any  inquiry.  The  noble  lord 
had  told  them  that  a  committee  of  the 
House  had  inquired  into  the  subject  in 
1812.  That  committee  had  recommended 
the  adoption  of  some  measures  with  re- 
spect to  that  colony.  Was  it  not  then  ia 
tne  present  state  of  that  settlement,  de* 
sirable  to  inquire  whether  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  committee  had  been 
attended  to  ?  He  had  hoped  the  question 
would  have  been  met  in  a  different  way ; 
he  had  hoped  that  something  would  have 
been  told  them  of  the  means  which  had 
been  taken  to  improve  the  morals  of  the 
convicts,  but  in  the  whole  of  his  noble 
firiend's  speech  he  had  heard  nothing  of 
any  attempt  of  this  kind.  Was  not  the 
reformation  of  the  convicts  one  of  the 
special  objects  of  that  colony  i  Should 
there  not  then  be  some  system  of  police 
particularly  adapted  to  this  purpose  ?  Why 
else  were  the  convicts  debarred  from  the 
advantages  of  Ihe  Britidi  constitatioo, 
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and,  together  with  the  free  settlers,  put 
under  the  absolute  control  of  the  ^• 
▼ernor,  if  it  were  not  that  some  specific 
measures  suited  for  the  reformation  of 
these  unhappy  convicts  might  be  csrried 
into  effect  i  Undoubtedly  it  must  be 
confessed,  that  for  some  time  past  this 
colony  had  attracted  too  little  attention. 
The  war,  and  other  objects^  had  diverted 
the  view  of  the  country  from  a  considera- 
tion of  those  establishments  which  ought 
never  to  be  neglected ;  and  thus,  since 
1812,  no  inquiry  had  been  instituted  into 
the  state  of  a  colony  essentfally  connected 
with  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of  the 
country.  The  state  of  things  was  now 
very  different.  We  could  enter  on  the 
inquiry  with  a  full  certainty  that  it  would 
command  attention,  and  with  the  prospect 
that  the  results  obtained  would  throw 
light  on  other  questions  of  interest.  Con- 
sidering this  to  be  the  case,  he  could  not 
but  feel  surprised  at  the  speech  of  his 
noble  friend,  which  appeared  jnade  for 
the  purpose  rather  of  stifliog  than  of  pro- 
moting incuir3r.  If  the  arguments  used 
by  his  noble  friend  were  to  be  decisive  in 
this  instance,  the  House  would  find  that 
nothing  had  yet  been  done  towards  the 
objects  which  all  professed  to  have  in 
view,  and  that,  like  an  old  soldier,  his 
hon.  friend  would  have  to  **  fieht  all  his 
battles  o'er  again."  His  noble  Uiend  had 
objected  also  to  the  motion  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  general  state  of  the  criroinst  law 
of  the  country,  of  which  notice  had  been 
given  by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  who, 
by  his  practical  knowledge,  and  his  hu- 
mane and  enlightened  mind,  was  pecu- 
liarly fitted  for  such  an  investigation. 
Such  a  motion,  his  noble  friend  seemed  to 
think,  tended  to  throw  general  discredit 
on  our  system  of  judicature.  But  one 
ground  for  sucli  a  motion  was,  that  our 
real  system  was  different  from  our  nominal 
one ;  and  that,  by  holding  out  the  threats 
of  severities,  which  we  did  not  dare  to 
enforce,  we  encouraged  the  criminal  by 
hopes  of  impunity,  and  induced  him  to 
enter  into  gambhng  speculations  on  the 
uncertainty  of  punishment.  But,  to  re- 
turn to  the  question,  whether  one  com- 
mittee only  should  be  appointed ;  or 
whether  the  House  shoula  commit  the 
investigation  of  each  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject  to  a  separate  committee?  Would  it 
not  be  much  better,  before  the  House 
decided  that  certain  oflPences  should-  be 
punished  by  transportation,  that  they 
abould  know  that  Mew  South  Wales  was 


I  a  place  fit  for  the  reception  of  convicts? 
If  they  were  to  proceed  in  a  difierent 
manner,  the  same  committee  must  inquire, 
not  only  into  the  whole  state  of  the  crimi- 
nal law,  but  into  the  state  of  New  South 
Wales,  into  the  system  of  transportation, 
into  the  state  of  gaols,  into  the  classifica- 
tion of  prisoners,  and  into  many  other 
subjects,  any  one  of  which  would  nearly 
be  sufficient  for  its  investigation.  On  the 
state  of  the  prisons  we  had  not  only  the 
information  of  Mr.  Howard  to  peruse,  but 
a  book  that  contained  statements  with 
which  all  ought  to  be  acquainted,  and 
reasonings  to  which  most  must  yield. 
That  book  had  proved  thai  prisoners  might 
be  employed  for  their  reformation,  and 
shown  that  thus  the  necessity  for  capital 
punishments,  which  was  created  by  an 
unchecked  progress  in  crime,  might  be  re- 
duced. He  was  therefore  astonished,  that 
his  noble  friend  should  think  that  such  an 
arrangement  as  that  which  he  proposed 
would  facilitate  inquiry.  The  committee, 
with  these  subjects  committed  to  it,  would 
be  overwhelmed  by  the  quantity  of  matter 
before  them.  The  road  to  wisdom  was 
the  collection  of  difierent  particular  facts. 
An  inquiry  concerning  gaols,  to  be  com- 
plete, should  embrace  the  state  of  the 
prisons  on  the  continent  and  in  America, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  means  which  had 
been  used  with  effect  to  make  those  places 
schools  for  reformation,  instead  of  depra- 
vity. But  why  should  the  investigation 
on  that  subject  not  be  prosecuted  sepa- 
rately from  that  into  the  state  of  the 
colony  of  New  South  Wales,  which  was 
perfectly  distinct  from  it?-  Were  the 
same  committee  to  have  those  distinct 
and  separate  duties  imposed  upon  them, 
their  labours  would  neither  terminate  in 
any  reasonable  time^nor  lead  to  any  prac- 
tical result.  To  undertake  a  limited  pnrt 
of  the  task,  nothing  would  be  a  sufficient 
inducement  but  ti^  feeling  of  an  indis- 
pensable duty ;  and  the  labour,  therefore, 
ought  not  to  be  rendered  inefficient  by 
being  made  too  extensive.  When  the 
temptations  to  the  commission  of  crimes 
were  weighed— when  the  want  of  educa- 
tion was  taken  into,  the  account— when  it 
was  considered  that  the  boy,  the  child, 
was  doomed  to  capital  ^nishment,  it  must 
happen  that  the  laws  could  not  be  exe- 
cuted ;  that  a  merciful  forbearance,  pro- 
ceeding from  a  fear  of  drawing  down  the 
infliction  of  too  severe  a  vengeance,  would 
be  indulged;  that  the  guilty  would  be 
frequently  allowed  to  escape,  and  there 
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would  be  a  gambling  in  crime  which  wmild 
tend  to  promote  its  increase.    This  was  a 
subject  extensive  enough  for  the  inquiries 
of  one  committee;  and  he  therefore  wished 
it  to  be  separated  from  that  proposed  tliis 
night,  on  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend. 
If,  indeed,  there  was  any  disposition  to 
concealy   to  prevent  things  from  being 
probed,  the  course  recommended  by  his 
noble  friend  would  answer  tlie  purpose. 
Whatever  was  the  intention,  the  result 
would  be  the  same.    He  was  himself  pos- 
sessed of  so  much  information  respecting 
the  state  of  New  South  Wales  as  to  form 
the  ground  of  considerable  inquiry.    Part 
of  it  derived  from  a  gentleman  with  whom 
the  secretary  of  the  noble  lord,  Mr.  Cooke, 
had  had  much  communication.    This  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Marsden,  chaplain  at  New 
South  Wales),  had  acquired  the  admira- 
tion of  all  wno  knew  him,  and  was  enti- 
tled to  assume  as  high  a  station  in  the 
moral  world  as  any  individual  who  had 
ever  lived.    The  manner  in  which  he  had 
formed  the  settlement  in  New  Zealand, 
was,  in  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  opinion,  an  excm« 
plification  of  true  heroism ;  and  would 
always  endear  his  name  to  the  friends  of 
virtue  and  humanity.     He  had  studied 
the  character  of  the  savage  natives,  some 
of  whom  he  bad  kept  for  years  In  his  own 
house ;  and  he  finally  risked  his  own  safety 
by  settinff  the  example  of  residing  amongst 
them.    This  gentleman  bore  testimony  to 
the  wretched  state  of  the  inhabitants  at 
Paramatta,  who  had  no  means  of  sub- 
sistence but  by  thof^  or  prostitution   This 
had  been  the  case  for  years,  but  not  a 
word  of  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  report 
of  lord    Auckland's    committee.     Suoh 
would  be  the  result  again,  if  the  House 
proceeded  to  inquiry  tardily  and  reluct- 
antly.   A  gentleman  Jiad  been  sent  out 
by  the  government  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  colony,  to  whose  character 
and  qualifications  he  was  willing  to  bear 
testimony ;— but  was  the  House  to  wait 
for  years  for  his  report  ?    This  was  the 
first  motion  which  had  been  made  for  an 
advance  towards  the  moral  reformation  of 
the  country,  and  sudi  was  the  way  in 
which  it  had  been  met.    The  nobie  lord 
would  not  negative  it ;  no !  he  woiAd  not 
negative  it !  but  he  had  moved  the  previ- 
ous question.    Was  it  not  manifbsi  that 
this  would  be  the  very  way  to  prevent  the 
House  from  obtaining  information ;  would 
not  all  those  persons  who  consulted  the 
supposed  wishes  of  the  government,  those 
men  who  were  ^  wise  in  their  generation/' 
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shelter  themselves  from  examination  by- 
quoting  the  di»position  of  tbehr  patrons^ 
and  abstain  from  giving  inforontion,  when 
they  saw  tliat  the  ministers  gave  sncb  a 
reception  to  the  proposal  for  inquiry? 
The  subject  under  their  consideration  was 
of  no  small  importance  to  the  futore  in* 
terests  of  the  world.  There  was  one  view 
of  the  question  which  could  not  fail  to 
command  the  attention  of  those  who  re« 
fleeted  for  a  moi^ient  on  the  conse- 
quences of  the  policy  which  we  had  for 
some  time  past  been  pursuing.  We  had 
formed  in  New  South  Wales  a  colony  of 
eighteen  thousand  people,  who  were 
spreading  themselves  in  those  re^ons^ 
and  who  might  prove  a  nest  of  vipers.* 
When  we  considered  the  imnoense  extent 
of  the  country  in  which  they  were  settled^ 
their  communication  with  New  Zealand^ 
with  the  Aisiatic  islands,  and  the  facilitiea 
of  their  access  to.  our  Indian  territoriea 
themselves,  we  should  be  cautious  how 
we  formed  a  nucleus  of  contagion  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  It  was  much  more 
easy  to  purify  it  now,  than  when  the 
colony  grew  to  a  more  unmanageable  size. 
Nothmg  could  more  strongly  show  the 
necessity  of  taking  the  most  effectual 
measures  to  secure  that  moral  improve- 
ment which  would  enable  them  to  estab- 
lish order  while  they  diffused  knowledge* 
What  they  could  do  was  a  subject  for  in- 
quiry—but it  was  time  that  the  attempt 
snould  be  made.  He  therefore  earnestly 
entreated  his  noble  friend  to  reconsider 
the  grounds  on  which  he  had  refused  to 
assent  to  the  motion. 

Lord  Castkrtagh  explained.  He  did 
not  object  to  inquiry:  he  was  as  much 
disposed  to  it  as  his  hon.  friend,  and  only 
differed  from  him  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
ought  to  be  conducted.  He  was  for  what 
he  thought  the  best  sort  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  Goulburn  said,  that  in  his  opinion 
his  hon.  friend  had  mis-stated  the  argu- 
ment of  his  noble  friend.  His  hon.  friend 
bad  ascribed  to  his  noble  friend  the  desire 
of  crushing  all  inquiry,  than  which  nothing 
was  further  from  the  tenor  of  his  speech. 
He  thought  the  course  proposed  by  the 
hon.  mover  was  not  the  best.  His  noble 
friend  had  connected  this  measure  of  in- 
quiry with  others  of  the  same  class  to 
which  it  seemedto  him  peculiarly  to  belong. 
The  inquiry  instituted  by  government  into 
the  state  of  the  colony,  had  been  long  in 
contemplation,  and  hsid  been  delayed  only 
in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  finding 
an  iodiTidual  qualified  for  the  undertaking. 
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Such  an  individual  had  bowever  at  length  i  statemetits.     In  the  oonvieC  ships  care 


been  found.  Even  the  hon.  mover  had 
borne  testimonj  to  the  roertta  of  the  indi* 
vidua]  to  be  appointed  to  conduct  the  in* 

?uiry  on  the  spot,  whose  delicacy  he 
Mr.  Goulburn)  would  not  ofTend  by 
sounding  his  praises.  But  leaving  out  of 
▼lew  altogether  the  qualifications  of  the 
commissioner,  he  would  ask,  would  not 
inquiry  be  conducted  with  more  probabi- 
lity of  success  on  the  spot  than  here? 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  objected  to  the 
bearing  of  half  the  case  only ;  but  would 
not  an  inquiry  at  home  lead  only  to  a 
knowledge  of  half  the  casCi  and  inake  it 
necessary  to  receive  statements  without 
due  scrutiny  ?  His  hon.  friend  had  borne 
testimony  to  the  hiirh  diaracter  of  Mr. 
Marsden,  and  he  (Mr.  Goulburn)  con<* 
curred  with  him  in  his  praises  of  the  indi- 
vidual mentioned ;  but  even  that  gentle- 
man hsd  been  the  victim  of  calunmy,Dro« 
pagated  by  people  who  had  returned  trom 
the  colony  to  this  country;  and  whose 
evidence,  if  taken  by  the  proposed  com- 
mittee, could  not  probably  be  rebutted  by 
contrary  testimony.  Similar  statements 
would  be  heard  on  other  subjects,  if  the 
inquiry  were  prosecuted  here,  into  trans- 
actions which  took  place  at  such  a  dis* 
tance.  If,  therefoiv,  he  (Mr.  Goulburn) 
objected  to  the  present  motion,  it  was  not 
because  he  was  averse  to  inquiiy,  much 
less  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  report 
of  181S,  but  because  the  proposed  manner 
of  conducting  the  inquiry  appeared  to  be 
the  worst  calculated  to  obtain  its  object. 
If,  as  it  had  been  said,  the  report  of  1S12 
was  meagre,  why  was  it  so?  It  was  be- 
cause the  committee  had  to  mvestlgate  at 
a  distance  of  thousands  of  miles  from  the 
subject  of  their  investigation.  There 
could  be  no  persons  more  anxious  to  ob- 
tain information  than  the  members  of  that 
committee,  amons  whom  were  sir  Samuel 
Romilly,  Mr.  Homer,  and  Mr.  Aber- 
cromby.  They  had  done  their  duty,  and 
had  entered  on  the  investigation  with 
aseai;  and  their  fiulure  showed  that  the 
same  inc^uiry  conducted  by  another  com*- 
mittee  simiiarlv  constituted,  mfght  lead 
to  an  equal  failure.  In  1812  they  could 
only  procure  mformation  to  1810,  and  in 
1B19  the  proposed  committee  could  only 
gain  a  knowledge  of  the  transactions  of 
1817»  the  evidence  always  referring  to  the 
transactions  that  happened  two  years  pre- 
viously. As  to  the  present  state  of^the 
colony,  he  had  to  Observe,  that  he  codld 
not  admit  the  whole  of  the  hon.  meinbet^s 


was  taken  to  introduce  some  species  of 
classification.  The  boys  and  the  younger 
persons  were  always  separated  from  the 
elder  convicts.  This  would  show  that  the 
department  of  the  government  to  which 
the  care  of  the  convicts  was  entrusted, 
was  not  entirely  negligent  of  their  reform. 
In  no  case  was  there  a  great  degree  of 
neglect,  and  in  many  cases  an  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  attention  was  paid  to  the 
convicts.  The  hon.  gentleman  then  read 
part  of  a  letter  from  a  chaplain  who  had 
gone  in  one  of  the  transport  ships  to  New 
South  Wales.  The  writer  stated,  that  as 
soon  as  he  had  gone  on  board,  the  first 
Object  was,  to  establish  a  school,  which 
was  no  sooner  done  than  the  convicts 
flocked  to  it;  about  SO  were  taught  to 
read  and  write  who  were  destitute  of  those 

Sualifications;  the  observance  of  religioua 
uties  four  times  a  week  was  enforced ; 
those  who  were  addicted  to  profane  swear- 
ing were  led  tothediscontmuance  of  that 
impious  habit ;  and  the  unhappy  persons 
who  were  the  objects  of  this  humane  at- 
tention eventually  acknowledged  the  be- 
nefits which  they  derived  firom  it  with 
tears  in  their  eyes.  He  mentioned  this 
circumstance  to  show  that  those  who 
wese  enffaged  in  the  transportation  of 
these  unfortunate  persons  were  firequently 
dispofed  to  do  every  thing  possible  to 
ameliorate  their  condition.  Adverting  to 
the  subject  of  religious  instruction,  be 
observed,  that  it  was  extremely  difficult 
to  induce  clergymen  to  abandon  Europe 
fbr  New  South  Wales,  or  indeed  for  any 
other  colony.  This  difficulty  was  not 
confined  to  clergymen  of  the  church  of 
England.  He  was  aware  of  the  &ct 
stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  a 
Catholic  priest  was  wanted  in  New  Sooth 
Wales,  and  he  was  happy  to  tell  him  that 
measures  were  about  to  ne  adopted,  under 
the  authority  of  the  heads  of  the  Catholic 
church,  which,  he  trusted,  would  supply 
that  deficiency.  But  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  said,  that  a  Catholic  priest  had  been 
sent  away  from  New  South  Wales,  by  the 
governor.  True ;  but  under  what  circum- 
stances ?  An  application  had  been  made 
to  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  colo-' 
nial  department,  bv  a  person  who  stated 
himself  to  be  a  Catholic  priest,  forpermb- 
sion  to  go  out  to  New  South  Wales^— 
The  orthographr  of  his  letter  inducing  a 
suspicion  of  his  ntness,  reference  was  made 
on  the  subject  to  the  heads  of  the  Ca- 
tholic chardiy  the  mawer  from  whom  was^ 
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that  the  person  io  question  was  a  most  im- 
proper one  to  be  intrusted  with  the  cure 
of  souls.  Of  course  permission  was  re- 
flised ;  and  the  circumstance  having  been 
communicated  to  the  governor^  when  tbe 
individual  arrived,  as  he  did  in  a  clandes- 
tine manner,  the  governor  of  course  did 
his  duty  by  sending  him  away.  As  to  the 
evils  which  the  growers  of  corn  in  New 
South  Wales  endured,  they  were  not 
greater  than  those  to  which '  the  growers 
of  corn  in  every  other  part  of  his  majesty's 
dominions  were  subject*  Tbe  govern- 
ment was  the  great  consumer,  and  natu- 
rally felt  an  anxiety,  which  was  surely  lau- 
dable, to  procure  a  sufficient  foreign  sup- 
ply, which  of  course  was  injurious  to  the 
mterest  of  the  resident  agriculturist.  With 
respect  to  the  moral  condition  of  the  co- 
lony, whatever  wickedness  might  exist 
there,  was  attributable  to  peculiar  circum- 
stances, and  not  to  any  denciency  in  super- 
intendence.  Tbe  hon.  gentleman  said 
that  only  400  women  attended  divine  ser- 
vice, and  arguing  from  the  fact,  that  in 
England  women  were  more  constant  in 
their  devotions  than  men,  he  assumed  that 
tbe  attendance  of  so  small  a  number  of 
women  implied  the  attendance  of  a  much 
smaller  number  of  men ;  entirely  forget- 
ting the  disproportion  of  numbers  in  the 
colony  between  the  two  sexes.  From  1816 
to  1818  there  had  arrived  in  the  colony 
3,585  male  convicts,  and  only  271  females. 
What  then  became  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
argument  on  this  part  of  the  question? 
In  answer  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  obser- 
vations on  the  superintendence  of  the  con- 
victs, he  observed,  that  with  respect  to  the 
female  convicts,  it  was  certainly  true  that 
Mr.  Marsden  had  made  some  representa- 
tions on  the  subject  in  1810;  it  was  also 
true  th£t  means  were  taken  to  diminish 
the  general  prostitution  which  before  pre- 
vailed, and  government  had  long  had  the 
intention  of  building  a  factory  for  the  em- 
ployment of  the  women.  It  was  true, 
that  in  the  beginning  of  March,  1818,  no 
such  factory  was  erected,  as  the  governor, 
being  informed  tliat  three  aidditional 
churches  were  necessary,  had  to  balance 
between  building  them  and  building  the 
factory.  He  decided  for  tbe  former,  but 
as  soon  as  they  were  completed  the  factory 
was  commenced,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  it  would  be  finished  io 
the  course  of  the  present  year.  As  to  tbe 
male  convicts,  it  had  been  in  contempla- 
tion to  ej-ect  a  barrack  for  six  thousand  of 
thwdi  but  this  was  an  undertaking  whichi 
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whatever  energy  or  disregard  of  expense 
might  be  manifested  on  the  part  of  the 
governor,  required  great  previous  inquiry, 
and  would  demand  much  time  for  its  exe- 
cution. He  had  now  troubled  the  house 
a  long  time,  but  before  he  sat  down,  there 
was  one  observation  of  the  hon.  gentlemaa 
opposite  which  he  £elt  it  his  duty  to  an- 
swer. He  had  thought  proper  to  blame  the 
government  for  not  having  made  known 
to  the  house  the  measures  which  ministers 
had  adopted  in  consequence  of  the  report 
of  J  812.  Now,  he  begged  testate,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  motion  of  a  gentle- 
man who  took  great  interest  in  the  subject 
at  that  time,  the  dispatches  which  govern- 
ment sent  to  New  South  Wales,  after  tlie 
presentation  of  that  report,  comprehending 
the  reasons  which  induced  them  to  adopt 
some  of  the  suggestions  of  the  committee, 
and  to  reject  others,  had  been  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  house,  and  as  no  observation 
had  been  made  on  them,  government  had 
a  right  to  suppose  that  they  met  with  tbe 
concurrence  of  the  house.  He  apolo- 
gized for  not  going  into  more  minute  de- 
tails on  the  subject.  It  was  one  on  which 
government  were  ready  to  afford  the  house 
all  the  means  that  might  be  required  of 
forming  a  judgment.  It  was,  therefore, 
unfair  to  tax  them  with  an  endeavour  to 
thwart  the  hon.  gentleman's  object  when 
their  only  reason  for  opposing  the  motion 
was,  that  they  thought  an  inquiry  hj  a 
committee  could  not  be  effectual  untd  it 
should  be  known  by  the  report  of  the 
commission  alreadjr  appointed,  what  was 
the  state  of  affairs  in  the  colony. 

Sir  T.  B.  Martin  said,  that  in  rising 
to  offer  a  few  observations  to  the  house  on 
the  subject  now  before  them,  he  should  in 
the  first  place  trouble  them  with  reading 
extracts  from  some  letters  which  he  then 
held  in  his  hand,  in  order  to  prove  that 
the  treatment  and  situation  of  the  convicts 
were  very  different  from  what  had  been 
represented  on  the  other  side.  The  hon. 
baronet  then  read  a  letter  from  certain 
convicts,  after  their  arrival  in  New  South 
Wales,  to  the  captain  of  tbe  transport, 
in  which  they  thanked  him  for  the  many 
comforts  they  had  received  during  the  pas- 
sage. He  then  read  a  letter  to  governor 
Macquarrie  from  other  convicts,  in  which 
they  stated  that  they  had  received  the 
most  humane  treatment ;  and  that  great 
attention  had  been  paid  to  them  by  the 
medical  officers  on  board.  He  proceeded 
to  read  a  letter  which  he  had  received 
from  sir  John  Gorei  the  admiral  on  the 
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Medwa?  statbo,   in  which  the  admiral 
stated  that  he  had  read  the  report  of  the 
discussions  in  the  House  of  Conamons*  on 
the  subject  of  the  ill-treatment  of  con- 
victs ;  and  as  he  had  never  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  arrangements  on  board 
of  ships  of  this  kind,  he  had  visited  that 
in  which  Dr.  0*HaUoran  sailed*  and  his 
indignation  was  roused  when  he  saw  the 
space  set  apart  for  him«  so  different  was 
it  from  what  he  had  stated  in  his  petition 
to  the  house*  It  was  larger  than  the  writer, 
or  the  hon.  baronet  himself  had  enjoyed 
when  lieutenant  of  a  frigate,  and,  in  short, 
all  the  convicts  were  well  aocommodated, 
and  by  no  means  crowded.    The  fourth 
letter  was  from  the  hon.  captain  Duncan, 
who  declared,  that  the  convicts  themselves 
were  sensible  of  the  comforts  they  pos* 
aessed;  and  that  every  thing  appeared  to 
be  done  for  their  accommodation  and  con- 
venience.   The  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
had  thought  proper  to  stigmatise  a  trans- 
port with  the  title  of  the  white  slave  ship* 
With  respect  to  the  Surrey,  it  had  been 
said,  that  fifty  convicts  had  died  on  board 
of  her;  but  from  that  very  circumstance, 
his  majesty's  government  had  instituted  an 
inoutry ;  and  the  result  was,  that  sudi  re- 
gulations should  be  adopted  as  would  pre- 
vent a  recurrence  of  that  calamity.  Those 
regttlationa  had  been  put  in  execution 
long  ago.    He  begged  leave  to  say,  that 
if  he  proved  that  a  mp  landed  her  convicts 
in  a  healthy  state,  and  that  out  of  S,000 
persons  transported  to  New  South  Wales, 
only  14  died  on  their  pauage,  he  shonld 
prove  that  the  assertion  of  ill-treatment 
and  improper  confinement  was  totally  un- 
founded.   This  was  the  real  state  of  the 
case ;  and  therefore  with  respect  to  the 
charge  a^iainst  the   government  on  the 
subject  of  the  transportation  of  convicts, 
there  never  was  a  more  unjust  or  unse- 
nerous  imputation  cast  on  any  public  de- 
partment. 

Sir  «/•  MaMntoih  observed,  that  it  was 
unnecessary  and  would  be  inezcnsable  for 
him  long  to  trouble  the  house,  after 
the  brilliant,  beautiful,  and  unanswerable 
speech  of  the  hon.  member  for  Bramber, 
especially  as  it  related  to  that  part  of  the 
subject  which  most  malerialiy  concerned 
him  |sir  J.  Mackintosh), the  criminal  law. 
His  non.  friend  had  been  misuindentood. 
He  had  not  said  that  the  noble  lord  wished 
to  stifle  inquiry.  He  knew  good  mannen 
and  parliamentary  usa^  too  well  to  say 
so.  What  his  hon.  fnend  had  said  was, 
that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  noble  lord 


would  stifle  inquiry,  or  if  it  did  not  do  that, 
would  render  investigation    a  mockery. 
The  noble  lord  had  said,  that  his  was  a 
practical,  not  a  speculative  proposal.    In 
his  (sir  J.  Msckintosh'ii)  notion   of  any 
thing  practical,  was    included  its  being 
easily  effected.     Now,  the  noble  lord's 
plan  was  beyond  all  human  powers  of  exe» 
cution.    To  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  nature  of  capital  punish- 
ments, to  add  to  their  labours  an  inquiry 
into  prison  discipline,  and  to  throw  in  the 
weight  of  an  examination  of  the  system  of 
a  penal  colony,  the  mode  of  transporta- 
tion to  it,  &c.  was  indeed  to  impose  a  task 
to  which  no  physical  or  mental  powera 
were  equal.    He  would  say  nothing  on  the 
first  subject  he  had  mentioned,  because 
he  was  perauaded  he  could  not  say  any 
thin^  upon  it  without  injuring  the  effect 
of  his  hon.  friend's  speech,  and  because 
he  would  not  be  surprised  or  provoked 
into  a  premature  discussion  upon  it  by  any 
address  or  adroitness  of  the  gentleman  op- 
posite.   The  two  gentlemen  who  had  last 
spoken,  had    quite    forgot    the  original 
ground  of  opposition  to  nis  hon.  friend's 
motion.    The    hon.    under-secretary,  in 
saying  that  no  inquiry  was  necessary,  con* 
futed  the  admission  of  the  noble  lord,  that 
the  subject  was  one  fit  for  grave  inquiry. 
The  hon.  gentleman  however  had  allowed 
that  all  was  not  so  well  in  the  colony  as 
could  be  wished— that  to  be  sure,  was  a 
very  mild  manner  of  expressing  his  opinion 
of  the  morality  or  immorality  of  any  place. 
The  same  might  be  said  of  every  country: 
and  if  that  was  all  which  could  be  said,  if 
it  was  the  positive  fact,  then  it  would 
render  the  noble  lord's  disposition  for  in- 
quiry completely  absurd.  The  noble  lord, 
however,  wishea  to  couple  the  inquiry  into 
that  subject,  with  the  inquiry  into  the 
criminal  law.  Did  ever  any  man  before  the 
noble  lord  propose  a  committee  to  under- 
take the  investigation  of  so  vast  a  system 
in  a  single  session !  The  various  provinces 
of  thst  system  ought  to  be  divided.  Esch 
should  have  a  separate  committee,  punning 
a  separate  inquiry,  and  making  a  separate 
report.    The  o&ision  of  various   minda 
would  afford  a  better  chance  of  eliciting 
such  information    as  might  be  advan- 
tageously proceeded  upon  by  parliament. 
As  to  the  inquiry  proposed  by  the  noble 
lord,  it  was  impossible  it  ceiud  ever  be 
completed.    He  was  convinced  that  the 
public  at  a  distance  were  contemplatiDg 
the  proceedings  of  parliament  on  this  sub- 
ject with  more  than  ordtoary  jealooey* 
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They  would  not  accept  the  declaration  of 
parliament  on  the  sobject;  but  if  the? 
taw  that  an  inquiry  was  ioatituted  which 
was  of  such  a  nature  that  it  was  impassible 
to  go  through  with  it,    they  would  say 
that  parliament  meant  it  should  have  no 
result*  He  wanted  to  silence  such  cen»ure8« 
He  called  on  the  house  to  furnish  him 
with  an  answer  to  their  libellers  by  ac- 
quiescing in  his  hon.  friend's  motion,  and 
he  called  on  the  noble  lord  not  to  furnish 
those  libellers  with  weapons  of  attack,  by 
making  such  propositions  as  that  which  he 
had  in  contemplation.    He  wished  to  make 
a  lew  observations  on  what  had  fallen  from 
the  two  last  hon.  gentlemen.  Fpr  goTernor 
Macquarrie,  with  whom  he  had  long  ago 
an  intimate  acquaintance,  he  had  a  great 
personal  respect,  but  it  was  possible  for  a 
man  to  be  mistaken  in  his  best  intentions, 
and  tlie  circumstance  of  the  good  disposi- 
tion of  the  individual  would  be  no  answer 
to  faults  alleged  to  be  in  existence  by  his 
permission  or  command.     He  must  say, 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  had  made 
a  very  bad  answer  to  the  charge  of  his  hon. 
friend  respecting  the  neglect  of  providing 
religious  instruction  for  the  Catholic  por« 
cion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony.   It 
was  well  known  that  during  those  melan- 
choly occurrences  which  took  place  in  this 
country  90  years  ago,  a  great  number  of 
Catholic    priests    were    traiisported    to 
Botany  Bf^.    Without  reviving  the  dis- 
cussions of  that  period,  he  might  say  that 
those  personi  were  not  common  ^lons. 
They  might  be— if  hon.   gentlemen  so 
pleased  to  call  them«-great  political  oAa- 
ders,  whose  presence  at  home  was  danger- 
ous to  the  tranquillity^  of  the  country, 
but  they  were  not  felons.    So  many  Ca- 
tholic clergymen  having,  however,  been 
transported  90  years  ago,  it  was  rather 
strange  to  hear  the  hon.  gentleman  claim- 
ing credit  from  his  majesty's  government 
for  having  at  lengdi  applied  to  the  Catholic 
hierarchy  for  a  proper  person  to  send 
out  I    To  withhold  the  meana  of  exercising 
their  reKgion  from  any  great  body  of  men 
waa  persecntion.    To  have  negleeted  for 
80  many  years  to  send  out  to  New  South 
Wales  a  Catholic  instructor,  and  thereby 
to  have  neglected  the  morality  and  hap* 
piness  of  so  large  a  portion  of  dne  commu- 
nity there,  was  an  instance  of  culpable 
negligence,  disgraceful  to  every  adminis- 
tration under  wnich  it  had  occurred.    He 
was  ready  to  admit,  that  there  war  one 
part  of  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend  which 
natnraliy  coBoecled  with  the  investiga- 
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tion  to  be  proposed  by  the  noble  lord  into 
the  state  or  the  prisons ;  he  meant  the  state 
of  the  convict  ships,  and  the  system  of 
transportation,  and  if  he  might  venture  a 
suggestion  to  his  hon.  friend   (for  whom 
no  msn  could  entertain  a  higher  regard  and 
respect),  it  would  be  to  leave  those  topica 
out  of  his  motion,  retaining  only  anio* 
quiry  into  the  state  of  New  South  Walea. 
He  could  not  conceive  two  subjects  more 
essentially  different  than  that  last-men* 
tinned  inquiry,  and  an  inquiry  into  tba 
state  of  tlie  criminal  law.    The  latter  wiaa 
an  European  subject,  and  under  the  do* 
mestic  control  of  the  legislature ;  the  for* 
mer  was  entirdy  unconnected  with  domes- 
tic policy,  and  under  the  control  of  a  colo- 
nial government.  It  was  too  late  in  the  night 
to  make  many  farther  remarks  on  the  ques- 
tion.   He  must  say,  however,  that  his  hon. 
friend  had  been  mis-stated  by  the  hon.  gen« 
tleman,  as  wishing  f  o  establish  the  British 
oontittition  in  New  South  Wales.  His  hon. 
friend  was,  on  the  contrary,  cemarkably 
cautious  on  that  subject.    He  went  no  far- 
ther than  recommending  the  adoption  of 
the  suggestions  of  the  committee  of  i S 1 S* 
Nay,  he  disaented  firom  the  opinion  of  that 
ooroniittee  in  their  reconmiendation  of  the 
establishment  of  trial  by  jurf-    And  here 
he  would  make  one  observation  which  had 
often  struck  him.    Undl  the  aoceasion  of 
his  present  majesty,  with  the  exception  of 
a  lew  inconsiderable  ftctories  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  and  a  few  not  less  inconsidera* 
Me  in  India,  no  body  of  Englishmen  had 
ever  been  established  as  a  colony  on  a 
foreign  soil,  without  partaking  the  enjoy* 
ncnt  of  the  British  eonstituticm.  The  small* 
est  rock  lathe  West  Indies  exhibited  a  sort 
of  miniature  of  the  British  constitution. 
**  Simulataque  omgnis  Pergama.*'    It  waa 
a  benefit  which  aeMOd  to  be  considered 
as  indispensable  to  the  happiness  of  the 
people  as  light  and  air.    Undoubtedly 
the  consequence  was,  that  the  British  con* 
stitution  was  introduced  into  places  tittle 
adapted  for  its  reception-^bat  its  form 
was  transplanted  to  a  eoil  in  which  its 
sobsteBce  could  not  flourish.    But  while 
makinff  this  admission,  he  begged  to  re- 
mind the  noble  lord,  that  it  was  die  ardent 
love  of  liberty  which  led  their  ancestors 
into  such  mistakes.    Their  successors  had 
become  wiser  and  more  enlightened.    Io<- 
novation  in  the   present   times  did  not 
always  take  place  on  the  popular  side.— ^ 
For  sixty  years  the  old  usage  to  which  he 
alluded  had  been  sedulously  avoided.   Not 
a  single  colony  planted  within  that  periodi 
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except  Upper  Canada   (and  that  vetj 


alowl^},  was  thought  wottliy  of  parti-;  ^bs^gs  of>tho  British  constitutioo.  But, 


ctpating  in  the  British  constitution.  It 
.was  at  least. to  be. hoped,  that  while  we 
acted  Mith  thisx;ipcunispection  to  our  fe- 
lonies, .we  might  at* home  set  an  example 
of  thatrlote  of  liberty,  on. which  the  good 
government,  the  glory,  and  the  prosperity 
.of  tha country  depended. 

Mr.  Canning  observed^  that  when  his 
than,  friend,  tne  member  for  Bramber, 
.imputed  to  bis  noble  friend  two  speeches 
.  iBConsistent  with  each  other,  the  remark 
.  appeared  to  have  been  rather  prophetic 
of  the  character  of  the  speedi  to  be  deli- 

•  vered  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
jvho  bad  just  sat  down :  who  had  certainty 
,io  thelatter  part  of  his  speech,  diverged 
•much  more  widdy  than  his  noble  friend, 

ttot  only  ivom  the  real  question  in  debate, 
tbiit  from  his  own  declared  f  iew  of  that 
'qnestion.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
taaan  thad  comasenced  his  >  address  to  the 
.House,  BB  if  he  conceived  the  reformation 
•of  .the  criminal  Uw  to  be  the  real  matter 
.in  discussion.  But  before  be  came  to  his 
.iOODclusionhe  appeared  to  have  lost  sight 
;«f  that  topic  altogether,  and  discussed 
jthe  question  before  the  House  as  if  it 
» Belated  wholly  to  tlie  policy  to  be  observed 
.with  Inspect  to  Botany  Bay,  considered 
.as  a  colony— and  to  the  introduction  and 
jcaltivation  of  usages  there  confoiaiiable 
-So  the  principles  of  the  British  constitu- 
*tiim.  Now,  much  as  he  knew  his.  hon. 
*ftiend,the  member  for  Bramber, concurred 
.with  him  in  admiring  the  British  constitn- 
.tion,  he  did  not  think  the  hon*  and.  learned 

•  gentleman  would  find  his  .hon*  friend  an 
advocate  lor  applying  the  principles  of 

'She 'British  constitution  to  every  colony, 
.binder  every  aoode  of  colonial  existence. 
'  Nay,  he  remembesed  that  he  and  his  hon. 

•  friend  had  once  fouffht  side  by  side  in 
(hostility  to  such  a  principle ;  he  alluded 
.  to  an  oooasion  on  which  they  had  con- 
tended, and  contended  succeasfuUyy  to 
«xerapt  the  island  of  Trinidad,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  that 
colony  was  placed,  from  a  participation 
in  the  British  constitution,  in  order,  that, 
lor  obvious  purposes,  it  might  remain 
more  immediately  under  the  control  of 
the  Crown.  .The  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man, however,  carried  his  wishes  on  Uiat 
aabjectmuoh  further.  Heacknowled^ 
•no  exception  to  his  general  doctnne. 
the  hon..  and  learned  gentleman  asserted, 
that  in  the  simple  times  of  their  anoastors 
ihera.  «M  not  a  colonial  rock  in.  the  ocean 
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did.lh^.hon.  and  learned  gentleman  com- 
paite  I  an  acquired  colony  with  a  seminary 
of  convicts  i  Did  he  recollect,  that  the 
convicts  sent  ^<  in  tbe.simple  times  of  their 
ancestors"  to  America,  were  th?re  bourrd 
over  10  hard  task-masters  as  lob ourers— 
in  .fact,  as  slaved.  .Had  men  so  circum- 
stanced, the  enjc^ment  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  thinks  so  common 
and  indefeasible,  of  the  blessings  of  the 
British  constitution?  The  fact  was,  that 
the  care  taken  of  convicts  at  the  period 
adverted  to  and  praised  by  the  hon.  and 
learned,  gentleman,  as.eoippared  with  the 
cane  taken  of  them  at  present,  was  as  zero 
to  a  million.  But  *<  conimenid  me  "  said 
the  hon.  and  learned. gentleman  to  the 
benevoleot  wisdom  of  our  simple  ances- 
torSf  who  exported  nothing  but  the  bless- 
ings of  -the  constitution.  Amongst  ail 
who  had  formed  any  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject—-whether  those  who  thought  tiiat 
Dr. Halloran  had  been  unjustly  *<  cabinned, 
cribbed,  confined,"  or  those  who  thought 
that  that  most  exemplary  character  had 
been  treated  with  an  attention  something 
beyond  his  deserts,  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  was  probably  the  single  philo- 
sopher, who,  standing  on  the  pier  at 
Sheeraess  during  the  ladine  of  a  ship-full 
of  convicts,  would  point  it  out  to  some 
foreign  .friend  as  freighted  with  a  cargo 
of  materials  for  building  up  a  British  con- 
stitution* He  (Mr.  Canning)  doubted 
whether  this  ultra-phOosophy  would'  wm 
many  proselytes,  even  in  tne  present  most 
liberal  day ;  he  doubted  still  more  whether 
their  ancestors  had  bequeathed  to  them, 
either  by  precept  or  example,  the  duty  of 
establishing  -  in  a  colony  of  convicts,  a 
oonstitution  of  king,  lords,. and  commons, 
accompanied  with  a  splendid  hierarchy, 
mitigated  by  principles  of  universal  tole- 
ration. 

By  comparing  the  Uro  parts  of  the  hon. 

4ud    learned   gentleman's   argument,'  it 

would  |>lainly  appear  that  he  had   mis- 

takenaod  misrepresented^— misrepresented 

■because  he  had  mistaken— the  question 

.aa  haftween  his  noble  friend  (lord  Castle* 

«eagh).andhis  hen.  friend  who  sat  beside 

^hkh    (iMr.  Goulbum).     The   hon.  and 

ieamed  .  gentleman  contended,   that  his 

wbUe  '  oira  .  his   hon.  friend's  arguments 

were  opposed  to  each  other.    And  why? 

Xlie  one '.defended  the  executive  govem- 

nent'lrom'tthe  charge  brought  against 

them. ;.  Jthe-olher  contended  nat  the  pro- 

(2K) 
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poied  inquiry  wu  one  which  ought  to  bt 
united  with  that  on  the  criminal  law. 
Both  positiona  were  perfectly  tenable*  and 
perfectly  compatible  with  each  other: 
**  If  your  motion  conveys  an  accusation 
against  government,"  said  his  hon.  friend, 
"  no  case  has  been  made  out  for  it,  and  it 
ought  to  be  negatived/'  **  If  your  mo- 
tion is  for  an  inquiry/'  said  his  noble 
friend,  **  we  will  not  negative  it ;  but, 
admitting  the  fitness  of  the  inquiry*  move 
the  previous  question,  in  order  that  your 
inquiry  may  be  subsequently  compre- 
hended in  an  investigation  to  which  it 
naturally  belonn."  There  was  in  this  no 
inconsistency ;  but  if  such  opinions  were 
atill  held  to  be  inconsistent  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  he  (Mr.  Canning) 
must  beg  permission  to  share  the  bJame, 
by  avowing  his  concurrence  in  both.  But 
it  was  dear  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  himself  had  felt  the  force  of 
his  noble  friend's  reasoning;  for  at  the 
close  of  his  speech  he  recommend^  the 
hon.  mover  to  withdraw  that  part  of  the 
motion  which  related  to  the  state  of  the 
convict  ships,  and  the  system  of  trans- 
portation, and  to  confine  the  motion  to 
New,  South  Wales.  That  was,  to  give  up 
the  whole  argument.  His  noble  friend 
had  contended,  that  the  convict  ships 
were  a  connecting  link  between  the  ob- 
'  ject  of  his  proposed  motion  and  an  inquiry 
into  the  state  of  the  colony  of  Botany 
Bay;  a  colony  which  being  not  for  the 
establishment  of  the  British  constitution 
and  Warwickihire  manners,  but  for  the 
exportation  of  convicted  felons,  came 
naturally  within  the  scope  of  an  investi- 
gation into  the  criminal  law.  This  con- 
necting link  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man was  for  detaching,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  separating  what  his  hon. 
friend's  (Mr.  Bennet)  motion  had  joined. 
As  the  motion  now  stood,  the  two  parts 
were  (as  his  noble  friend  had  stated  them 
to  be)  inseparable. 

Adverting  to  the  description  which  the 
hon.  mover  had  given  of  the  condition  of 
the  convicts  on  board  the  transports,  he 
must  say,  with  the  utmost  respect  for 
the  excellent  disposition  and  humane 
views  which  so  often  directed  that  hon. 
gentleman's  attention  to  such  topics,  that 
It  remmded  him  of  the  observation  of  Dr. 
Johnson,  Quoted  b]|r  the  hon.  mover  him- 
self on  a  tormer  night,  **  that  aomettmes 
it  was  more  probable  that  the  evidence 
was  mistaken^  than  that  the  fact  was 
true."    He  trusted  the  boo.  gentlenian 
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would  not  impute  any  disrespectAil  ftel« 
ing  towards  him  when  he  said,  that  in  all 
future  cases  of  a  similar  nature  whicb 
that  hon.  gentleman  might  bring  fcvward^ 
he  should  be  inclined  to  withhold  hia 
belief  of  their  accuracy  on  the  first  state- 
ment, and  to  wait  for  confirmation  before 
he  consented  to  act  upon  them  as  well- 
founded. — He  confessed  that  he  did  not 
see  the  advantage  of  those  general  decla- 
mations against  punishment  which  the 
House  had  lately  heard  in  such  abundance. 
They  only  tended  to  impress  a  belief, 
both  in  this  country  and  among  foreign 
nations,  that  our  laws  were  unnecessarily 
and  even  wantonly  severe.  It  might  be 
so  The  gentlemen  opposite  might  be 
right.  If  so,  God  forbid  that  the  existing 
system  should  continue  a  dayloViffer,  pro- 
vided another  could  be  substituted,  whicfa, 
while  it  equally  maintained  and  secnied 
sociely»  might  be  less  severe  in  its  nenal 
infiictiona.  But  he  hoped  the  Hooae 
would  recollect  that  they  sat  there  as  the 
guardians  of  the  life,  property,  and  traa* 
quillity  of  the  public,  and  that  while  they 
lent  a  patient  and  sometimes  a  fiivourable 
ear  to  harangues  calculated  to  excite 
their  compassion  and  sympathy  hhe 
statements  conveyed  in  whidi,  when 
brought  to  the  test  of  examination,  weie 
however  often  happily  found  to  be  devoid 
of  foundation),  they  would  not  forget  the 
interests  which  it  was  their  duty  to  pro- 
tect. Let  the  House  beware  of  cooo- 
tenancing  such  sweeping  and  indiscrimi- 
nate projects  of  change  in  the  existing 
frame  and  sanctions  of  the  laws,  as  might 
unhinge  the  peace  of  society,  and  raiae 
obstacles  to  the  due  administration  of 
chril  government,  such  as  all  their  inge- 
nuity and  wisdom  might  not  hereafter  he 
able  to  remove.  He  was  the  more  appre- 
hensive on  this  subject  when  he  found 
even  an  individual  characterised  for  ao 
much  ability  and  prudence  as  hia  hoo. 
firiend,  the  member  for  Bramber,  betrayed 
on  presenting  a  petition  finom  the  rea* 
pectable  society  of  friends,  into  an  asser- 
tion of  the  proposition  contained  in  that 
K'tion,  that  the  legislature,  while  coo- 
ining  by  its  enactments  oifendera  to 
death  or  transportation,  had  been  itaelf 
the  firuitful  source  of  crime,  hy  its  neglect 
to  provide  more  liberally  for  the  moral 
and  reiigioaa  instruction  of  the  lower 
ordera.  He  imputed  not  to  his  hon* 
friend  the  intention  of  exciting  or  coon- 
tenancing  all  the  wild  and  dangerous  oaia* 
representations  to  which  such  an  avowal 
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might  ba  liable.    Bui  was  it  pottibla  that 
Ilia  hoD.  friend  ahould  not  be  aware  of 
them  ?  Was  it  potsible  that  he  should  not 
aee  to  what  inferences  such  an  avowal, 
ttom  such  a  ouarter,  diffused  among  the 
loose  and  profiifate  part  of  society,  might 
lead  ?   Let  his  hon.  friend  reflect  on  the 
dangerous  consequences  of  entertaining 
lightly  abstract  questions  of  that  qature, 
withoataconstant  reference  to  facts;  with- 
out adetermination  that  however  excited  by 
the  ftacinating  doqueoce  of  the  advocates 
of  every  thine   that  was  humane  and 
•miabley   the  House  would  come  to  no 
sesolotion  without  a  previous  and  ample 
inc^uiry  into  the  real  state,  operation,  and 
effect  of  the  crfmlaal  law,  the  condition 
of  tb9  prisons,  and   the  adequacy   of 
inferior  punishments  to  the  repression  of 
crime*    |He  would  cordially  aeree  with 
the  hon.  gentleman  that  when  in  any  in* 
acance  a  scheme  of  secondary  punishments 
ahould  be  found  effectual  for  the  preven- 
tion of  crime,  it  ought  to  b«  adopted, 
and  the  capital  punishment  for  that  crime, 
unless  one  which  the  laws  of  God  made 

Sunishable  by  death,  should  be  abolished, 
iut  the  worst  and  most  objectionable 
mode  of  introducing  a  reform  on  the  sub- 
ject was  to  |begin  by  attacking  generally 
the  system  of  the  criminal  laws.  The 
House  should  recollect,  that  there  was 
not  in  this  countiy  what  was  properly 
called  **  a  code"  of  criminal  law.  Our 
laws  had  not  been  enacted  at  a  moment ; 
they  were  gradually  framed,  from  time 
to  time,  as  emergencies  arose ;  tliey  were 
not  atruck  out  at  a  heat ;  they  had  not 
been  inscribed  at  once  on  twelve  Ubles ; 
nor  did  tbey,  with  the  fanciful  accuracy 
of  Chinese  legislation,  anticipate  every 
possible  shade  of  offence*  and  apportion 
to  it  with  nice  adjustment  a  precise  degree 
of  infliction  from  a  graduated  bamboo. 
Our  laws,  criminal  as  well  as  civil,  had 
grown  with  necessity.  They  had  either 
acquired  severity  with  the  increasing 
energy  of  crime,  or  they  had  been  miti- 
gated as  the  desired  object  of  correction 
bad  been  accomplished;  and  in  this  ad- 
mini«tration'  was  it  necessary  to  say,  or 
could  it  possibly  be  denied,  that  to  avoid 
involving  Innocence  with  ffuilt  was  so 
much  the  ruling  principle,  that  the  open- 
ings for  escape  from  punishment  even  to 
guilt  itself  were  multiplied  with  the  most 
anxious^  solicitude  and  ingenuity.  It 
would,  indeed,  be  easy,  by  a  sweeping 
legislation,  to  pull  down  the  fabric  reared 
by  the  wisdom  of  ages ;  but  hoir  was  one 


of  equal  stability  and  value  to  be  con- 
structed a-new?  Who  was  there  among 
the  advocates  for  the  abolition  of  a  system 
the  result  of  the  experience  of  our  fore- 
fathers ;  who  could  offer  to  the  House,  or 
ensure  to  the  country,  in  any  other  frame 
of  criminal  jurisprudence,  even  an  equally 
adequate  security  for  the  protection  of 
property,  of  individual  liberty,  and  of 
public  tranquillity  ?  In  our  zeal  to  miti- 
gate the  infliction  even  of  deserved  pu- 
nishment. It  was  surely  our  duty  to  re- 
member that  tenderness  to  criminus  ought 
to  be  subservient  and  secondary  to  the 
general  welfare  of  society ;  of  those  who 
nad  not  offen4ed  the  laws  at  all ;  and  who 
had  a  right  to  look  to  them  for  protection. 
Convinced  that  the  best  mode  of  investi- 
gating this  most  important  topic  was  the 
adoption  of  the  committee  to  be  proposed 
by  his  noble  friend,  he  should  vote  for 
the  previous  question  on  the  present  pro- 
position ;  thus  leaving  the  subject  open 
for  that  future  inquiry. 

Sir  Jameg  Mackintosh  begged  to  be 
allowed  to  explain.  He  had  never  said, 
or  meant  to  say,  that  New  South  Wales 
was  in  a  condition  to  receive  the  benefita 
of  the  British  constitution.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  directed  his  attacks 
only  against  the  outworks,  without  daring 
to  march  boldly  forward  against  the  re;3 
substance  of  the  question.  He  had  never 
expressed  any  wish  so  absurd,  as  that  the 
terrors  of  the  law  should  be  diminbhed : 
on  the  contrary,  he  was  anxious  that  where 
necessary  they  should  be  augmented ;  but 
he  should  ever  oppose  that  severity  of  the 
penal  statutes  which  tended  to  deprive  the 
laws  of  their  efficacy.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  also  misstated  the  contenta 
of  the  petition  of  the  Quakers,  who  did  not 
pray  that  the  punishment  of  death  should 
be  wholly  abolished ;  but  they  expressed 
a  hope  that  the  frequency  of  an  infliction 
MO  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity would  be  dimmished. 

Mr.  CanniHg  also  explained,  and  con* 
tended  that  the  whole  substance  and  gist 
of  the  Quakers*  petition  was  what  he  had 
asserted  it  to  be.  « 

Mr.  Tiemey  congratulated  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  on  the  happy  disposition, 
and  no  less  happy  knack  he  possessed,  of 
tunung  into  jest  the  gravest  subjecu. 
Such  a  facility  had  been  now  and  then 
attributed  to  him  (Mr.  Tierney) ;  but  if 
he  had  ever  enjoyeci  it,  the  powers  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  far  exceeded  his; 
or,  to  invert  a  figure  of  bis  own,  were  u 
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a  miUion  torero.  It  was  not  a  little  iin* 
gttlar  to  observe*  that  ^^enever  any  q.ue»- 
tion  was  debated  connected  with  the  mi- 
series of  his  fellow-creatures,  the  right  hon* 
^ntleman  always  found  occasion  to. treat 
the  House  with  a  comical  speech.  The 
more  aggravated  the  sufTering&y  the  more 
numerous  and  the  broader  were  the  jokes. 
A  discussion  upon  the  state  of  gaols^  upon 
the  treatment  of  cotivictSy  upon  the  hard- 
ships they  had  to  endure  on  their  voyage, 
ana  at  its  termination,  never  failed  to  af* 
ford  him  a  high  source  of  enpyment ; 
and  it  was  amusing  to  see  bow  sldlmH]^  he 
prevailed  upon  his  frienda  around  him  to 
join  him  in  a  hesurty  laugh  at  the  calami- 
ties and  misFortanes  of  the  r^at  of  mtokihd. 
Mo  deubt  the  right  hon;  gentleman  and 
his  friends  bad  good  reasons  to  cdngrata- 
hte  themselves  upon  their  own  happy  sith- 
mion.  They  were  all  comfortably  pro- 
Tided  for  (or  by  joining  in  the  ridicule, 
hoped  to  be  so) — they  had  nothhig  tor 
complain  of— they  thought  that  things 
Were  Just  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  that  it 
was  the  most  absurd  thing  in  the  world 
to  talk  about  any  thing  that  could  disturb 
their  self-complacency:  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  therefore,  took  upon  himseil 
to  pot  every  thing  in  the  pleasantest  point 
of  view;  and  it  was  not  long  since  he  had 
convulsed  the  house  with  laughter,  on  the 

Iuestiion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  by 
irecting  his  ridicule  against  an  individual 
who  happened  tobe  affected  with  aruptore. 
InBrmities  of  mind  and  body  were  filike 
the  subjects  of  his  jest  and  sarcasm,  and 
nothing  was  too  contemptible  or  too 
wretched  to  excite  his  own  and  his  friend's 
risibility.  The  motion  of  his  hon.  friend 
Iras  for  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
.  convicts  a'nd  of  the  colony  of  New  Soikth- 
Wales;  and  the  objectxon  was;  that  the 
lioble  lord  had  that  very  night  come  down 
to  the  house,  and  before  the  motibn  could 
be  brought  on,  had  giveti  notice  of  a 
committee  on  the  state  of  gaols;  and 
the  argument  was,  that  this  ministerial 
manoeuvre  should  get  rid  of  the  investiga- 
tion  proposed  by  his  boa.  friend,  by  mix- 
ing it  up  with  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
the  prisobs  of  the  country.  The  three 
points  which  the  noble  lord  wished  td 
embrace,  were  gaols,  conricts,;  and  co- 
lorries  ;  the  two  last  being,  in  truths  thi 
object  of  his  hon.  frienas  motion.  AH 
agreed  tliat  inquiry  wafe necessary,  at  ieaM 
ail  professed  to  agree  upon  that  pointy  and 
the  test  of  ameeriiy  would  be  tiha  ac- 
quiescence of  the  xiobtc  lord  in  the  lao^ 


Mr.  Bennett  Motion 


C5<» 


tion  of  his  hon«  friend,  by  whiqh  his  one- 
object,  gaols,  would  be  united  to  his  hem. 
friend's  two  objects,  convicts  and  o6l6DteB; 
He  (Mr.  Tiemey)  denied  thaoaU  these 
three  objects  should  be  made  the  subject 
of  joint   examination    before  one  coin* 
mittee^eaeh  branch  ought  to  be  i^f(^rc^ 
to  a  separate    body,  if  any  result  were' 
desired ;  the  only  objection  urged  bv^  the 
noble  lord  to  this  wholesome  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, was  the  inconvenience  that  ihigiit' 
be  produced*    He  urged  that  committeea 
on  the  Bank,  on  the  Poor  laws,  and  on 
various  elections,  were  n6w  sitting  9  sbd 
to'appoibtone  more,  even  for  tbisgrea^ 
purpose,    would   be    inconvenieat.    He 
(Mr.  Tiemey)  had  never  till  ndw  dia* 
covered  any  precise  naotive  i^r  so  long 
postponing   the  meeting  of  parlianent ; 
but  motive  enough  wa^  now  apparent,    if 
the   multiplication  of  comcaitteea  of  alb 
kinds  in  consequence,  was  to  be  aasigneci- 
as  a  reason  for  not  entering  upon  an  inquiry 
not  vei^  palatable  to  hia  majesty's  miata- 
ters.    The  right  hon.  gentleatan  had  com- 
plimented the  dexterity  of  the  apeech  of 
the  hon.  member  from  Bramber ;  but  be 
had  himself  displayed  a  great  deal  more 
expertnesB  in  endeavouring  to  get  rid  of  » 
motion,  by  touching  upon  all  the  imnsa- 
terial  points,  and  diverting  theoltention  of 
the  house  from  all  those  that  wefe  impor- 
tant.   It  was  quite  clear  that  the  noble 
lord  and  his  colleagues  ^ere  anxious  to 
avoid  all  inquiry,  under  the  pretence  c€ 
the  moat  full  and  ample  investigation;  th^ 
were  not  contented  with  acoflDmiitee  upoa 
the  sUte  of  New  South  Wales^  but  it 
mutt  include  also  the    condition  of  the 
gaols  and  the  circumstaneea  atteadlng  the 
transport    of  convicts*— notiung    would 
satisfy  their  greedmess  of  idodiry-— eveft 
the  whole  question  of  the  erimiiial  law* 
was  to  be  submitted  to  the  aaaie  body; 
for,  said  the  noble  lord,  and  said  the  right 
hon.  gentlemani  (and  of  coarse  said  all 
those  who  sat  by  their  sides),  those  sub« 
jecta  are  all  intimately  connected;  that  ia 
to  say,  the  gaols  of  the  united  kingdom 
were  intimately  connected  with  the  state  of 
the  colony  of  New  South  Wale%  becanae 
ships  now  and  then  (proCedd  thither  from 
the  onited  kingdom.    This  was  the  arga« 
ment  (  although  it  would  be  just  as  logical 
to  assert,  that  the  treatiea  of  Aix-la-Cba« 
pelle  would  come  under  disciiifeion  iae^ 
debate  upon  a  bill  for  regulating  the  pae* 
kets  between  Dover  and  Calais^  becainw 
those  packets  had  had  tihe  felicity  of  con- 
vey iag  the  noUe  lord  on  hia  way  to  that- 
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imperial  reftdesTOOt.    But  lince  the*  un- 
doubted object  of  the  noble  lofd  wbB'  tir 
stifle  all  ioquirjTy  he  could  not  do  to  more 
dipcterouriy  than  by  making  the  aiibjecto 
that  were  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  so  extenalTe  as  to  preclude 
for  years  the  possibility  of  a  report.   Was 
this  the  gerteraV  sense  of  the  oonntiy  ? 
Did  not  the  national  voice  demand  an  in- 
vestigatioD«  and  a  deeiaion  as  soon  as  it 
was  posaible  to  arrive  at  a  safe  coaehision  ^ 
His  tion.  friend  who  hod  brought  forward 
the  motion,   had  reeeifvcd  complimenta 
(and  eomplknents  they  were  only  to  bo 
considered)  from  the  ndble  loed  and  from 
the  right  hon.  gsutleman;  bat  they  w^rw 
heartleas  and  hollow,  and  only  extorted 
beciMise  they  knew  that  if  they  did  tml 
applaud,  the  connt^  would,    it  had  keen 
objected,  however,  thai  liiBhoB.fncad  wan 
not  ahrays  well  fownded  in  his  faeta^  Itmt 
his  good  niture  and  kiMnanity  had  keeti  in 
aome  cases  imposed  upon.    At  least  this 
objection  could  not  bo  urged  against  the 
noble  lord  and  his  friends.    He  who  kept 
open  house  for  tke  miseriMe  and  unfor- 
tunate, must  expect  to  hear  roisrepresen* 
tations^'the  ruptured  would  not  be  turned 
away  from  his  doots  with  eontempt  and 
ridicule ;  bu^t  if  the  frets  were  doubted^  was 
Hot  that  a  sufficient  reason  for  going  into 
the  committee  ?    The  question  regarding 
the  gaols  imt  merely  an  afrer-'thought  with 
the  ndUo  lord  s  he  had  never  intended  to 
introduce  it  into  his  origfaial  motion ;  but, 
threatened  with  the  propbsilion  now  under 
debatOi  he  had  resorted  to  this  happy  ex- 
pedient of  smothering  all  useful  results 
in  a  mass  of  unimportant  details.     [Lord 
Castler^gh  said,  **  I  beg  your  pardon,** 
across  the  table.]    Mr.  Tierney  appealed 
to  the  recollection  of  the  House,  when  the 
itoble  lord  had  first  introduoed  the  matter 
to  ftg  notice.    Well  ought  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  object  to  the  alteration  of  the 
motion  as    suggested   by  his  hen.  and 
learned  friend,  Ibr  She  moment  the  passage 
of  convicts  by  sea  to  Botuny  Bay  was  ex* 
eluded  from  inquiry ,  tiK  link  of  connexion 
^iras  destroyed,  and  the  state  of  the  colony 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  gaola  or  the 
criminal  e^.     Was  it  a  very   absurd 
inquiry  to  asoertain  the  present  condition 
of  the  cotony,  the  knprovement  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  whether  the  public  money 
was    properly    expended  f     The    ktter 
branch  alw^  seetned  unneeeasnry  to  tke 
other  Bide  of  the  House ;  but  what  con- 
nexion had  it  with  Ihe  criminal  code,  and 


the  four  walk  of  a  prison  ?  Sodisufajocts 


were  onlu  linited  by  the  noble  lord  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  m  report  durinff 
the  present  and  periiapa  the  next  session ;» 
for  he  appealed  to  the  hon.  member  fbv 
Bramber,  whether  on  such  complicated 
topics  it  would  be  possible  to  arrive  at  any- 
speedy  or  satisfactory  conclusion.    Tm 
exeuscr  too,  waa  aa  absurd  as  the  pro* 
posal ;  for,  was  it  not  a  gross  reflexion 
upon  the  House  to  assert,  that  separate 
eonmiittees  could    not  be    named    for 
separate  and  vital  purposes,  because  aftw» 
election   committees  wero  employed  ii» 
detevmining  qp  the  validity  of  a  few  palirr 
seats  in  parliament  ?    He  did  not  impmiw 
it  to  design  so  muck  aa  to  habit ;   but  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  a  knack  of  ex« 
agg^rating  and  misrepreseatkig,  that  was 
sometimes  injurious  to  his  own  cause  ? 
whewy  Ibr  instance,  he  tdked  of  his  hon« 
mid  leomed  friend  standing  on  the  pier  of 
Sbeemess,  and  telling  his  companion  thas 
a  cai^  ai  kmgs,   lords,  and  cotnmone, 
was  just  on  tke  eve  of  exportatioD  fot 
Botany  Bay,  a  laogh  for  the    rootneni 
mieht  be  excited,  out  at  the  expenso 
only  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman.    In  the 
same  way  be  had  tickled  the  back  rows 
by  jumping  fronf  Botany  Bay  to  China, 
and  by  exhibiting  bis  graduated  bamboo ; 
though  how  he  applied  it,  Mr.  Tierney 
was  at  a  loss  to  imagine,  unless  indeed  ho 
thought  it  ought  to  be  applied  tohisfrienda. 
Aa  to  arriving  at  the  end  of  the  noblelord*to 
inquiry  this  year,  it  was  quite  as  hopeless 
as  to  expect  that  the  noble  lord  would 
arrive  at  Botany   Bay  this  year.    The 
dreadful   anathema  pronounced   against 
the  hon.  member  for  Bramber  was  eoually 
uncalled  for,  and  could  only  be  pardoned, 
by  the  supposition  of  a  singular  misappre- 
hension :  all  that  hon.  gentleman  had  meant 
was,  that  the  higher  oniefs,  were  in  a 
degree  responsible  for  the  crimes  of  the 
lower  orders,  if  they  did  not  endeavour 
to  promote    their   moral  Improvement. 
Having  gone  over  the  various  points,  and 
expos^  the  under-plot  of  the  noble  lord, 
he  should  onlv  farther  remark,  tkat  as  the 
other  side  felt  a  little  sore  regarding  the 
intended  motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  the  present  discussion  was  intended 
by  them  as  a  soit  of  rehearsal,  a  kind  of 
experiment  of  what  they  could  both  say 
and  do.    The  noble  lord  was  anxious  to 
show  his  cards,  that  others  might  judge  of 
his  chance  of  aocoess ;  but  If  he  would  tako 
his  advice,  he  would  keep  them  himsetf,- 
lest  he  should  at  length  discover,  after 


so  modi  shuffling,  that  be  hod  mis-dealt« 
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Mr.  Biakur$i  contended,  that  the  mo- 
tion of  his  noble  friend  would  go  to  the 
extent  of  ascertaining   whether  it  was 
possible  to  abolbh  capital  punishment; 
consequently  the  state  of  the  gaols  and 
hulks,  and  the  treatment  of  the  convicts 
at  Botany  Bav,  must  come  under  consi- 
deration, and   be   connected   with    the 
inquiry.     It  appeared  to  him  that  an 
inquiry  by  commission   upon    the   spot 
would  be  more  effectual  than  one  con- 
ducted at  4,000  miles  distance ;   and  that 
if  the  subject  were  referred  to  three  com- 
mittees, It  would   require   a   fourth  to 
digest  the  substance  of  the  reports  o£ 
those  committees  before  the  House  could 
come  to  any  rational  opinion  upon  them. 
Mr.  F&weU  Buxion  said,  that  he  had 
found  the  subject  so  large  and  so  compli- 
cated, that  his  own  experience  and  know- 
ledge   were   in    comparison    extremely 
limited  and  insufficient.      He  was  con- 
Tinced,  however,  that  if  all  these  subjects 
were  considered  together,  if  the  prisons, 
the  penitentiaries,  the  transportation  of 
convicts,  the  state  of  the  colony  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  the  criminal  law  in- 
volving the  whole  question  of  the  penal 
code,  were  all  submitted  to  one  committee 
it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  that 
committee  to  make  a  report  in  any  thing 
like  reasonable  time.  The  most  expedient 
way  of  cominff  to  a  sound  conclusion  was, 
to  form  a  solid  and  expansive  base  upon 
which  a  building  might  be  erected,  gra- 
dually advancing,  like  a  pyramid,  to  a 
point ;  but  the  noble  lord  seemed  entirely 
to  have  reversed  the  matter;    he   had 
be^nat  the  wrong  end,  and  had  taken  a 
pomt  for  his  base. 

Mr.  Marryai  spoke  against  the  original 
motion,  and  fully  acquitted  the  ministers 
of  any  charge  of  inhumanity,  or  of  any 
disregard  to  the  comfort  of  the  convicts. 
Upon  referring  to  the  documents  before 
the  House,  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
mortality  among  the  convicts,  on  board 
the  transports  was  less  during  the  same 
period  of  time  than  among  those  on  board 
the  hulks,  or  those  confined  in  the  Peni- 
tentiary at  Milbank.  He  was  readj  to 
admit  that  an  inquiry  was  necessary  to  be 
instituted  into  the  state  of  the  colony  of 
New  South  Wales ;  but  the  question  was, 
whether  that  inquiry  would  be  best  made 
by  a  commission  on  the  spot  or  by  a  com- 
mittee in  thiscoantiy  about  4,000  or  5,000 
miles  distant. 

Mr.  W^n  expressed  his  decided  ap- 
probation of  the  original  mottoni  and  he 
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did  so  on  the  ground  that  it  was   wMt 
practicable  for   any   committee    to   go 
through  the  various  subjects  to  be  laid 
before  them  in  any  reasonable  time.    It 
was  asked  on  the  other  side,  **  shall  we 
not  have  three  conflicting  reports  ?"  but 
it  seemed  to  have  been  entirely  forgotten 
that  the  committees  were  only  to  report 
facts  upon  which  the  House  was  to  de* 
cide.    It  had  been  supposed  by  the  sup- 
porters of  the  previous  question,  that  toe 
mquiry  in  the  committee  was  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  convicts  at  Botany  Bay.    It 
should    be  recollected  that  the  eoovicta 
did  not  form  one  half  of  the  British  po- 
pulation in  that  colony.  There  were  many 
radividuals  whose  terms  of  transportation 
had  long  since  expired,  and  who  were 
unable  to  return  to  their  own  country. 
Unless  some  attention  were  paid  to  those 
persons,  they  mightbe  compelled  to  remain 
at  Botany  Bay  all  their  lives.    He  was  ex- 
tremely unwiUing  to  take  this  inquiry  out 
of  the  hands  of  government ;  he  wasglad  at 
all  times  to  see  the  ministers  give  their 
support  to  pubHc  measures,  but  in  the 
present  instance  he  thought  it  would  be 
far  more  advisable  to  adopt  the  coarse 
proposed  by  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Forbes  addressed  a  few  observationa 
to  the  House  respecting  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Macquarrie,  as  governor  of  the  colony 
of  New  South  Wales.  He  had  the  honour 
of  being  personally  acquainted  with  thai 
gentleman,  and  he  was  convinced  that 
the  more  strict  the  inquiry  was  into  his 
oondttct,  the  more  the  House  would  be 
satisfied  that  he  had  been  guided  in  all 
his  actions  by  the  most  humane  feelings. 
Mr,  Sennet  made  a  short  reply,  and 
particularly  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite.  He.was 
very  ready  to  admit  tnat  he  was  at  all 
times  willing  to  listen,  perhaps  with  too 
much  credulity,  to  the  statements  of  mi- 
sery and  wretchedneM  which  almost  daily 
presented  themselves  to  his  view;  that 
ne  might  sometimes  be  biassed  by  repre- 
sentations which  might  not  in  the  same 
degreee  influence  a  jury ;  but  he  thanked 
God,  that  he  had  not,  as  that  right  hon. 
member  had  done,  made  a  subject  of 
merriment  of  themiseries  of  these  unhappy 
beings,  that  he  had  not  trifled  with  tneir 
feelings.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
might,  indeed,  amuse  the  House,  but  he 
mightbe  assured  that  the  public  would 
listen  to  such  indecencies  only  with  feel- 
ings of  disgust  and  abhorrence.  There- 
was  one  remark  in  the  right  hon.  gentle«> 
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man*!  speech  which  he  could  not  pass 
over  in  silence*  He.  had  said  that  he 
couJd  not  give  credit  to  his  (  Mr.  Bonnet's) 
statement!*    This  the  right  hon.  gentle* 

*  man  had  assorted,  and  he  could  only  re- 
ply, that  he  hoped  the  time  would  arrive 
when  a  convincing  proof  would  be  given 
of  their  truth.  The  right  hoo.  gentleman 
had  io  the  course  of  his  speech  been 
pleased  to  pay  some  compliments  to  him ; 
for  them  he  cared  very  iittle»  excepting 
so  far  as  they  showed  a  decided  enmity 
on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
towards  him.  On  this  account  he  was 
glad  of  these  compliments ;  for  if  he  ( like 
the  noble  lord  on  the  right  hoo.  gen- 
tleman's right,  and  the  right  hon.  gefltle- 

•  tlemao  on  his  left)  had  been  made  the 
object  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  bit- 
terest abuse,  there  would  then  have  been 
a  greater  chance  of  their  coming  toge- 
ther. 

Mr.  Catmimg  explained,  that  he  did  not 
assert  that  he  would  not  give  credit  to  the 
statements  of  the  hon.  member;  he  had 
only  said  that  he  would  not  act  upon  them. 

Mr.  Bennei  replied,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  a  right  to  entertain  what 
opinions  he  chose,  snd  so  had  he  (Mr. 
Bcnnet)  and  to  express  them  in  whatever 
manner  he  pleased,  as  long  as  he  adhered 
to  the  settled  ru)ea  of  the  House.^ 

Then  the  previous  question  being  put, 
the  House  divided :  Ayes,  93 ;  Noes, 
139. 
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Friday 9  February  19. 

Stats  of  PaisoNs.]  The  Marc^uis 
of  Lausdawnef  adverting  to  the  motion 
made  by  him  towards  the  dose  of  the  last 
session,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  for 
papers  respecting  the  State  of  the  Prisons, 
and  alio  to  the  intimation  of  the  noble 
•  viscount  opposite,  of  his  intention  to  move 
for  a  conunittee  to  consider  the  state  of 
the  prisons,  wished  to  know  when  the 
papers  alluded  to  were  likely  to  be  laid 
before  the  Hoosot  and  on  what  day  the 
noble  viscount  meant  to  move  for  the 
committee  ?  He  did  not  wish,  with  re- 
gard to  this  subject,  to  take  the  question 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Prince  Regent's 
government,  nor  indeed,  in  consequence 
of  hie  attendance  in  the  committee^  on 
the  bank  restriction,  had  he  time  properly 
to  attend  to  it,  but  should  the  noble  vis- 
count not  name  an  early  period  for 
moving  the  appointment  of  a  committcei 


he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  subject. 

Lord  Sidmauth  said,  he  held  in  his  hand 
an  account  connected  with  the  subject  to 
which  the  noble  marquis  referred,  and  on 
Monday  intended  to  ley  on  the  table  further 
accounts,  which  would  constitute  the 
greater  part  of  the  returns  ordered  on  the 
motion  of  the  noble  marquis.  Their  lord- 
ships would  recollect,  that  the  motion  of  the 
noblQ  marquis  was  for  the  prison  returns 
until  the  end  of  the  year  1818,  and  these, 
as  he  had  already  informed  the  House* 
could  not  be  expected  to  be  made  up 
until  a  considerable  time  after  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  most  of  the  returns  for 
England  were  made  up,  but  they  were 
not  quite  complete.  The  major  part  for 
Scotland  had  also  been  made>  but  very 
few  had  been  received  from  Ireland*  m 
should  on  Monday  lay  all  the  returns 
made  on  the  table,  and  would  on  Thurs- 
day next  move»  that  they  be  referred  to  a 
committee. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdawne  said,  that 
the  motion  he  made  last  session  had  for 
its  object  not  only  to  obtain  returns  front 
all  the  prisons  under  the  control  of 
sherifls,  but  all  prisons  in  the  country  of 
every  description.  He  had  some  appre- 
hension, from  the  information  he  had  re- 
ceived, that  returns  had  not  been  made 
from  prisons  under  local  jurisdiction.     . 

Lord  Sidmouih  was  not  aware  <^  the 
cases  to  which  the  noble  marquis  alluded, 
but  if  it  should  be  found  that  the  returns 
were  not  made  in  the  spirit  of  the  order 
of  the  House,  it  would  be  for  their  lord- 
ships to  see  that  such  a  neglect  was 
promptlv  corrected.  For  his  own  part, 
he  could  assure  their  lordships,  that  he 
would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
attain  full  and  accurate  returns,  with  aa 
much  expedition  as  was  practicable* 

Slavb  TaADs.]  The  Marquis  of 
Lansshnone,  in  submitting  to  their  lord- 
ships the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  felt  that  it  would  not  be  necesssiy 
for  him  to  advert  to  the  papers  presented 
by  the  noble  secretary  of  statOi  relativw 
to  the  conventions  concluded  at  Aiz-la« 
Chapelle  with  the  principal  powers  of  the 
continent.  He  would  only  obsenrOf  that 
aft^r  looking  at  these  papers,  and  seeing 
the  little  prospect  they  afforded  of  any 
efectual  assistance  from  those  powers 
towards  the  complete  abolition  of  the 
Slave-trade,  it  was  the  more  incumbent 
on  their  lordships  not  tosuibr  the  adtan- 
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'lages  alrMdy  possesfed  by  the  country, 
in  the  treaties  oonduded  with  Spain,  Por- 
tugal, and  the  Netherlands,  on  the  sub- 
Jeot  of  the  SluTe-trade,  to  be  thrown  away. 
•It  was  for  this  reason  he  had  resolved  to 
call  their  lordships  attention  to  these  trea- 
ties, which  had  been  obtained  by  great 
sacrifices;    but,  great  as   the  sacrifices 
*were,  he  should  never  lament  that  they 
'had  been  made,  if  the  stipulations  entered 
imo  were  strictly  enforced.    Their  lord- 
.  ships  would  recoliect,  that  by  conventions 
■  concluded  in  1817  with  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, it  was  agreed,  that  aflter  a  definite 
period  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
•tiond,  which  period  of  exciiange  was  fixed 
'for    Portugal   at  four   months,  and  for 
Spain  at  two,  a  mixed  commission  shoukd 
be  «€nt  out  to  superintend  the  execution 
«f  the  treaties  with  respect  to  the  Slave- 

•  trade   north   of  the   line.    The  period 
-within  which  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
missioners,  and.  the  commencement  of 
their  duties,  were  to  take  place,  was  one 
year  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the 

'  ratifications.    It  was  to  be  expected,  that 

'no  tinfe  would  have  been  lost  on  the  part 

of  the  British  government  in>  appointing 

this  cotnmission,  4ind  in  sending  out  a 

-naval  force  oompatent  to  secure  theiniU 

execution  of  the  treaties.    It  appeared, 

however,^ that  no  anxiety  for  the*  speedy 

fulfilment  of  these  important  objects  had 

'been  manifested.  The  aiixed  commission, 

it  was  said,  had  been  appointed;   but  at 

what  -period  did  the  appointment    take 

*  place  ?  And  as  to  the  sending  out  of  the 
oommissioners,  that  was  a  proceeding 
«with  respect  to  which  their  lordships  had 
yet  to  leam  that  any  steps  had  been 
taken.    This   fact,    however,   was   well 

*known-^that  last  year,  when  the  treaties 
*with '(Spain  and  Portugal  ought' to  have 
been  carried  ioto  full  effect,  in  autumn, 
when  the  period  of  one  year  from  the  ex- 
^Change  of  the  ratifications  had  expired, 
the  Spanish  Slave-trade  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  north  of  the  Ihie,  and  in  the  lati- 
tude of  the  Gape  de  Verd  islands,  was  car- 
(ried  on  with  the  greatest  activity.    In 
•December  last,  representations  had  been 
^Mflde  on  this  subject  to  the  noble  lord  at 
t^fa&head  of  the  Admiralty.    The  answer 
^^^on4>y 'that  noble  lord,  as  he  had  been 
>«ofovmed,  was,  that  no- vessels  could  then 
^'b* sent  out  to  the  coast  of  Africa,' toen-^ 
'  force  the  stipulations  of  the  treaties,  be- 
cause no  instructions  had  then  been  iuutd 
^for  the  guidance  of  the  commanders  of 
his  majesty's  rinps  in  the  execution  of 
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that  duly.  Wbether  any  instrudions  had 
.since ibeen  issued,  he  did  not  know;  but 
(Seeing  tliat  by  the  letter  of  the  treaties 
themselves,  they  might  have  been  carciad 
into  complete  execution  within  a  year 
from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  it 
did  .appear  most  extraordinary,  that  that 
year  should  be  allowed  to  expire  without 
any  vessels  being  sent  out  to  check  this 
atrocious  commerce,  known  to  be  carried 
on  with  renewed  vigour  and  activity  on 
the  African  coast,  and  witliout  any  in- 
structions being  given  to  enable  the  com- 
manders of  British  ships  of  war  to  per- 
form with  confidence,  their  duty,  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  stipulations  of  trea- 
ties, which,  as  he  had  already  observed, 
had  been  dearly  purchased  by  the  goub- 
try.  The  noble  marquis  concluded  by 
moving  an  address  to  the  Prince  R^enr, 
for  copies  of  the  instructions  to.  the  mem- 
bers of  the  mixed  commission,  appointed 
under  the  comiitiasions  of  the  28th  July, 
and  29tli  September  1817,  and  4th  May, 
1818 ;  and  also  copies  of  the  instructioaa 
under  similar  dates,  issued  to  the  con-, 
manders  of  his  majesty's  ships,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  treaties  condiickd  wijj^ 
Spain  and  Portugal  relative  to  the  Skve 
Trade. 

Lord  Me^'Zfe,  having  no  intention  tare- 
sist  theproductionof  the  information  called 
Uyc  by  the  noble  marquis,  should  trouble 
.their  lordships  with  only  a  few  words  in 
explanation.  The  ratifications  of  the 
Portuguese  treaty  were  not  exchanged 
until  February  last :  those  of  the  treaty 
with  Spain  had  been  exchanged  in  Sep- 
tember 1817*  The  noble  marquis  must 
^  be  aware,  that  these  treaties  could  not  be 
laid  before  parliamant  until  they  were  ra- 
tified ;  and  that  until  Ihey  had  received 
the  sanction  of  parliament,  and  .acts  bad 
been  passed  in  conformity  with  their  sti- 
pulation, it  was  impossible  to  take  any 
steps  ft>r  carrying  them  into  a&ot.  The 
•  act  which  sanctioned  the  meaanres  neces- 
sary to  be  taken  for  carrying  the  treaties 
into  effect,  did  not  pass  until  the  month 
of  June/  and  consequently  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  his  majesty's  government  to 
issue  any  instructions,  under  the  stipula- 
tions of  these  treaties,  for  the  regulation 
of  the  commanders  of  his  majesty  s  shipsi 
until  after  that  period.  As  soon  as  the 
•act- was  passed,  anoblelviend  of  his,  net 
a  member  of  that  House,  did  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  hasten  the  appointment  of 
the  commissioners ;  but  several  gentlemen 
to  whom  that  appointmcqt  was  o&rad, 
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had  diedtiied  to  aoeepi  il,  and  a  very  cofi« 
9idei«ble  time  had  elaMed  before  auitable 

Srsottt  eould  he  fiiuoa  to  611  the  situation, 
le.  neeeMary  inaunietions  to  the  com- 
'  nuladers  of  hie  majesty's  ahipi  coald  not 
mkh  prepriety  be  issued^  until  after  the 
at>pbifitment  of  the  commitsionera.  It 
wea  obvious  that  if  iiMtrnctions  under  the 
treaties  had  been  issued  to  ships  of  war, 
▼eisels  might  have  been  captured,  though 
there  would  have  been  no  juriediction  to 
which  the  question  of  the  legality  of  the 
eeizure  could  have  been  rererred.  This 
eras  a^  difficulty  which  it  was  necessary  to 
avoid.  Certain  general  instructions  were 
issued  to  the  commanders  of  British  ships 
of  war,  but  particular  instructions,  con* 
foroiable  to  the  letter  of  the  treaties,  it  was 
evidently  impossible  to  give,  until  after 
tile  formation  of  the  commission.  Their 
lordships  would  also  recollect,  that  part 
of  this  measure  depeoded,  not  on  liis  ma- 
jesty's government,  but  on  foreign 
powers ;  for  until  these  powers  sent  out 
their  conmnissioners,  ours  could  have  no 
autiiority  to  act.  He  had  reason  to  be^ 
lieve,  however,  that  no  tinae  would  be 
Jost  in  the  formation  of  the  mixed  com- 
missions. Our  commissioner  would  bm 
epeedily  sent  out,  and  he  could  assure 
their  lordships  that  every  endeavour  wouid 
lie  made  to  nasten  the  same  measure  on 
the  part  of  other  powers. 

Lord  HoUand  aeclsred,  that  no  person 
oould  be  more  disposed  than  he  was,  to 
My  due  respect  to  any  statement  made 
by^  a  noble  lord  in  that  House ;  but,  not- 
witiptanding  the  anxiety  now  attributed 
to  his  mi^ty's  ministers,  to  confine  them- 
adives  within  the  limits  which  the  law 
imposed,  and  giving  them  full  credit  for 
the  circumspection  with  which  they  had 
kcied  in  the  present  case,  he  could  not 
help  blinking,  that  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  viscount,  instead  of  tending  to 
loll  their  lordships  into  a  confident  tran- 
quillity, with  respect  to  the  conduct  of 
ministefB,  was  calcalated  to  excite  all 
their  vigilance,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
fMelting  those  ministers  to  carry  the  trear 
ties  in  miestion  fully  and  fairly  into  effect. 
The  noble  viscount  had  said,  that  it  was 
impoesible  to  take  any  steps  under  the 
treaties,  until  they  were  sanctioned  by 
parliament,  and  an  act  on  the  subject  had 
passed ;  but  as  ministers  knew  the  state 
in  which  the  question  stood  with  respect 
to  the  treaties,  it  would  have  been  well 
had  they  taken  the  trouble,  early  in  the 
last  session,  to  have  explaineid  the  necea- 
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sity  of  pasaiog  an  act  on  the  subject  with- 
out  delay,  it  was  certain,  that  the  rati* 
fication  of  Spain,  at  least,  had  then  been 
received.  But  the  hands  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  were,  it  seemed^  tied  up  at  that 
time,'  for  want  of  an  act  of  parliament ; 
and  when  they  at  length  found  them  re^ 
leased^  a  new  difficulty  arose  in  the  selec* 
tion  of  the  commissioners.  If,  howeveri 
this  want  of  a  law  prevented, these  scru« 
pulous  ministers  firom  appointing  commis- 
sioners, it  surely  did  not  prevent  them 
from  looking  out  for  them.  With  the 
influence  they  possessed,  they  might 
surely  have  placed  some  reliance  on  the 
power  of  their  eloquence  to  persuade  par* 
liament  to  adopt  so  reasonable  a  measure 
as  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners according  to  the  terms  of  the 
treaties.  In  full  confidence,  as  they  must 
have  been,  that  the  event  would  be  such 
as  had  taken  place,  why  did  they  not 
make  inquiir  tor  the  proper  persons  to 
be  appointed  commissioners  i  The  noble 
viscount  had  laid  considerable  stress  on 
the  necessity  of  the  other  powers  sending 
out  their  commissioners  before  the  com* 
missions  could  be  authorized  to  act,  btR 
the  obvious  way  to  preveot  delay  in  that 
Respect  would  have  oeen  to  take  care  to 
be  ready  ourselves  i  we  should  then  have 
been  in  a  situation  to  insist  on  the  prompt 
execution  of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of 
these  powers.  When  be  recollected  all 
that  had  passed  respecting  the  abolitioa 
of  the  Amcan  Slave-trade,  he  could  fiot 
help  suspecting  much  indifierence  in  his 
majesty's  ministers,  with  regard  to  the 
measures  necessary  to  complete  that  great 
object— indifference  to  an  extent,  which 
imposed  on  their  lordsliips  and  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  the  strictest  vigilance 
in  watching  the  measures  of  these  minis^ 
ters.  During  the  many  months  which 
had  been  allowed  to  pass  away  without 
any  thing  being  done  towards  the  execu^ 
tion  of  the  treaties,  thouBands  of  unfor- 
tunate beings  had -been  inhumanly  torn 
from  the  coast  of  Africa,  ai\d  placed  in  a 
state  of  the  greatest  misery :  and  what 
was  worst  of  all,  the  evil  habits  of  this 
revolting  traffic,  had  thus  been  allowed  to 
continue,  and  new  malignity  had  been 
given  to  their  immoral  efl^s*  Surely 
these  considertftioos,  if  they  did  not  prove 
a  culpable  neglect,  showed  at  least  such 
an  indifference  to  this  object,  on  the  part 
of  ministers,  as  would  induce  their  lord* 
ships  to  look  carefully  at  their  conduct 
during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 
(2L) 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  thou^t  it  ne- 
cefs&ry  to  say  a  few  words,  in  consequenpe 
of  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord 
opposite.  As  to  the  appointment  of  com* 
luissioners,  their  lordships  Wouid  not  fail 
to  see  that  the  selection  of  persons  for 
that  situation  must  have  depended  on  the 
remuneration  which  was  to  be  allowed  to 
then.  Kow,  until  the  salary  was  fixed 
by  act  of  parliament  it  was  impossible 
to  say,  with  any  precision,  what  it  would 
hCf  and  therefore  no  engagement  could 
have  been  previously  made^  He  conkl 
assure  their  lordships  that  no  time  bad 
been  lost.  After  the  passing  of  lihe  act, 
every  effort  had  been  made  to  appoint 
the  commissioners,  but  he  never  knew 
an  instance  of  so  much  difficulty  in  finding 
proper  individuals  to  fill  the  situation. 
The  act  of  parliament  allowed  superan* 
nuations;  and  some  indhriduals,  before 
ihey  accepted  the  appointment,  stipulated 
for  that  advantage  after  a  period  ei  sertioe 
so  short,  that  nothing  could  have  induced 
bim  to  approve  the  agreement,  but  the 
difficulty  of  finding  persons  calculated  to 
execute  the  duties  of  the  situation.  From 
what  had  been  said»  their  lordships  would 
perceive,  that  no  time  had  been  lost  in 
appointing  the  commission ;  and  be  cotdd 
assure  them,  that  none  would  be  lost  ia 
carrying  the  act  fully  into  execution. 

The  Marquis  of  Latudawne  insisted 
that  ministers  ou^ht  to  have  proceeded 
aooner  to  the  apporatment  of  the  eommia* 
aioners,  as  they  must  Imve  been  aware  tlurt 
parliament  Would  not  have  refused  to 
sanction  the  treaty.^  There  was  no  diffi- 
culty with  regard  to  the  salaries,  for  there 
were  hundreds  of  instances  in  which  mi- 
Bisters  had  made  eventual  engaffemeots 
on  an  understanding  of  what  a  ss^y  was 
to  be.  In  many  cases  of  the  commissions, 
the  names  of  the  commissioners  and  their 
salaries  wer^  well  known  before  the  bill  for 
appointing  them  was  introduced  into  parlia- 
ment. 

The  motion  was  t^en  agreed  to. 
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Friday^  February  19. 

Iksolvknt  DaBTORa  Bii.l.1  Mr. 
Hart  Davisj  in  presenting  a  Petition 
which  he  stated  to  be  numerously  signed 
by  the  merchants,  manufacturers,  and 
traders  of  Bristol,  against  the  Insolvent 
Debtors  act,  took  occasion  to  state  his 
obj(H:tions  to  this  law.    The  oppression 


of  the  Boor  laws  upon  the  lowier  0ide# 
of  traders,  was  not,  he  was  assured,  bj 
any  means  so  much  complained  of*  aa  tM 
gnevances  resulting^'firom  the  QperatiQsk 
of  this  law.    There  was  no  doubt,  that 
the  principle  of  the  law  existing  previaaa 
to  the  enactment  of  the  law  allisded  to 
by  the  petitioners  was  extremely  .objeo* 
tionablc,  ioasmneh  as  it  enabled  credkora 
to  confine  debtors  according  to  their  wilL 
But  then  it  was  to  be  recollected,  that 
the  operation  of  this  principle  waa  Boiti^ 
gated  by  occasional  insolvent  acts.    With 
the   statement    of  a    worthy  aldemaasi 
(Waithman)  on  a  former  evening,  aa  to 
the  coBsequences  ^of  the  law  complained 
of  by  the  petitioners,  he  had  every  reason 
to  concur,  and  he  hoped,  that  as  those 
conseq|i]ences  were  so  univecsally  cob^ 
plained  of,  his  majesty's  government  wouM 
feel  the  propriety  of  taking  up  the  subject. 
It  waa,  inoeed,  strongly  desired  by  aU 
men  In  trade,  that  this  objectionable  law 
riiould  be  allowed  to  expire:  and  upon 
that  event  the  House  might  proceed  to 
consider  what  amendments  might  be  made 
in  the  old  law  of  the  land,-  vj^im  a  view  to 
the  doe  aecurity  of  the  honest  creditor^ 
and  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate  debtor. 

Mr.  Pudkeroe  thought  the  House  moat 
ftel  itself  bound  to  lake  up  this  subject 
from  the  strong  and  universal  objectioo 
prevailing,  especially  among  the  trading 
community,  i^ainst  the  law  alluded  to  by 
the  petitioners.  £ven  the  smaller  tradea^ 
men,  who  were  themselves  liable  to  bo 
under  the  necessity  of  an  appeal  to  this 
law,  expressed  their  objection  to  its  prim^ 
ciple,  while  the  generality  of  those,  who 
had  taken  the  bsnefit  or  it,  were  found 
actually  to  laogh  at  a  law,  whteh,  instead 
of  obliging  them  to  make  any  appeal  ta 
the  mercy  of  their  creditors,*  opaMad 
them  to  set  those  crediters  at  defiaacew 
This  law  had,  in  fact,  the  efiect  of  en» 
couraging  debtors  to  embark  in  desperata 
enterprizes;  for  instead  of  proposing  any 
composition,  or  giving  up  their  property 
to  their  creditors,  when  they  were  on  the 
point  of  insolvency,  as  was  the  case  ia 
many  instances  prior  to  the  enactment  of 
this  law,  debtors  now  too  generally  deter* 
mined  to  take  another  plunge,  consoling 
themselves  with  the  idea,  that  whatever 
the  event,  they  could  <«  take  the  benefit 
of  the  act,'^  as  the  phrase  was.  Theie 
was,  he  undentood,  some  feeling  of 
reverence  for  this  law,  in  consequence  of 
the  support  which  it  received  from  sit 
Samuel  ftooiillyi  who  was  deservedly  the 
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«bje«t  of  univerfal  respect  and  regard. 
But  with  all  due  deference  to  the  charac- 
ter of  sir  Samuel^  it  was  to  be  recnem- 
bered,  that  he  was  the  advocate  of  every 
humane  proposition.    Indeed,. that  good 
nan  seemed  rather  to  have  a  leaning  or 
prejudice  on  the  sicle  of  hunumity ;  for 
««  £'en  his  failings  leaned  to  virtue's  side^" 
But  with  every  consideration  that  huipa- 
Dity  might  urge  in  favour  of  the  debtor, 
aome  attention  was  surely  due  to  the  firat 
«]aiau  of  the  creditor.     That  attention 
did  not  apjpear  in  the  law  under  discussioot 
and  therefore  he  concurred  in  thopro> 
priety  of  the  complaint  prevailing  againat 
It.    That  law  was,  indeed,  bo  universally 
objected  to,  that  he  was  assured  no  bill 
founded  upon  the  same  bases,  would  g[ive 
uny  satisfaction  to  the  trading  community. 
He  waa  one  of  the  committee  who  in* 
jjuired  into  the  consequences  of  thia  law 
In  a  former  session,  and  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  he  would,  in  com- 
mon with,  he  believed,   all  the  trading 
part  of  the  public,  much  rather  prefer 
the  abolition  of  the  system  of  imprison- 
ment  for  debt  altogether,  than  the  conti* 
Auance  of  this  law. 

.   Mr.  Alderman  fVaUhman  said,  that  he 
ihould  reserve  for  another  opportunity 
|he  fuU  delivery  of  his  sentiments  upon 
this  subject.    He  rose  on  this  occasion  to 
corroborate  the  statement  of  the  two  gen- 
tlemen who  had  just  addressed  the  House, 
liamely,  that  the  feeling  was  strong  and 
universal  against  the  existence  of  the  law 
'  alluded  to.   That  feeling  was  indeed  quite 
juat ;  for  it  was  notorious  that  thia  law 
gave  birth  to  an  extravagant    spirit    of 
adventure  and  gambling,  and  encouraged 
practices  utterly  inconftistent  with  the  juat 
principles  of  trade.    In  order  that  every 
information  should  be   laid   before   the 
House  that  could  serve  to  guide  its  juds- 
ment,  and  to  meet  the  observation  made 
on  a  former  evening  as  to  the  effects  of 
the  law  e&iating  previous  to  the  present 
act,  he  stated  his  intention  to  move,  after 
the  present  motion  was  disposed  of,  for  a 
return  of  the  names  of  all  persons  com- 
mitted for  debt  within  the  last  twenty 
years,  distinguishing  those  who  had  com- 
promised with  their  creditors,  and  alto 
those  who  had  been  released  by  the  exist- 
ina  or  any  previous  Insolvent  act. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  rose  to  state  what 
be  deemed  a  sufficient  reason  to  call  for 
the  repeal  or  amendment  of  the  existing 
law.  By  thia  law  it  was  held  out  that 
creditors  should  hava  a  claim  upon  any 


property  acquired  by  the  insolvent  after 
his  liberation,  but  yet  it  was  determined 
in  a  recent  case,  by  thje  president  of  the 
insolvent  court,  that  the  law  did  not 
enable  him  to  issue  any  process  for  the 
recovery  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
Bank  of  Eneland.  Thus  the  promise 
held  out  by  wis  law  was  perfectly  delu- 
sive. 

Mr.  Ahircromby  animadverted  upon  the 
manner  in  which  a  grave  Question  of  great 
importance  was  thus  forcea  into  discussion. 
There  was,  indeed,  every  reason  to  com* 
plain  of  the  mode  in  which  this  subject 
was  treated  by  those  who  concurred  with 
the  present  petitioners.  Their  cry  waa 
for  a  total  repeal  of  tlie  existing  law« 
without  proposing  any  substitute  whatever 
-—without  even  suggesting  any  remedy 
for  that  which  was  the  oldest  .evil  in  the 
former  law  of  the  country.  That  the  old 
law  was  an  evil  not  only  mconsistent  with 
justice,  but  revolting  to  humanity,  was,, 
mdeed,  testified  by  every  respectable 
commentator  upon  our  law,  as  well  as  by 
every  politician,  philanthropist  and  philo- 
sopher who  had  written  or  spoken  upon  tha 
suqjept.    It  was  in  consequence  of  this 

(general  and  just  impression  that  a  learned 
ord,  who  had  been  lord  chancellor  of 

Ireland,  and  who  held  the  highest  rank  in 
his  profession,  proposed  the  enactment  of 

the  present  law.     i^at  this  law  had  pro- 
duced ffreat  good  could  not  be  <y»nsist* 
ently  oenied;  but  yet,  that  no  defects 
belonged  to  it  he  was  not  prepared  to 
assert.    But  it  was  remarkable,  that  upoa 
referring  the  petitions  presented  to  the 
House  bst  session  against  this  law  to  th^ 
consideration  of  a  committee,  the  peti* 
tioners  themselves  were  found  to  be  igno- 
rant of  the  nature  and  character  or  the 
law  of  which  they  so  clamorously  com* 
plained,  and  possiblv  such  would  appear 
to  be  pretty  much  the  case  upon  any  in- 
quirv  that  might  be  instituted  with  re- 
gard to  similar  petitions  hereafter.    He 
trusted,  however,  that  the  House  would 
know  how  to  appreciate  the  statements  of 
those  gentlemen  who  spoke  of  general 
alarm  as  to  the  existing  law,  without  men- 
tioning, or   even  hinting^  what  system 
they  would  prefer;  for  be  presumed  that 
no  considerate  being  would  recommend 
the  revival  of  that  unprincipled,  unjust, 
inhuman  system,  which  preceded  the  law 
of  which  those   petitioners  bo    angrOy 
complained.    In  admitting  the  defects  of . 
the  present  law,   the  hon.  and  learned 
gentfemaQ  expressed  bis  satisfaction  to 
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learc,  ifaat  Kjs  learned  friend,  the  attor-  , 
tiey-general,  had  turned  his  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  that  he  who  was  so  com- 
petent,  had  it  in  contemplation  to  propose 
an  improvement  of  the  system.  Advert- 
ing to  the  language  of  the  worthy 
alderman  TWaithman),  he  declared  him- 
self astonished  to  bear  from  him  an 
opinion,  that  the  present  law,  by  giving 
facility  to  the  release  of  debtors,  gave  an 
extraordinary  facility  for  the  attainment 
of  credit;  for,  judging  according  to 
obvious  probability,  a  consequence  di- 
rectly the  reverse  was  to  be  expected ; 
for  tradesmen,  findine  that  debtors  could 
obtain  their  release  with  so  much  facility, 
would  naturally  be  more  cautious  about 
granting  credit.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  concluded  with  deprecating 
the  clamour  that  had  been  excited  against 
this  much  calumniated  law,  and  particu- 
larly the  consequences  which  must  result 
from  reverting  to  the  old  and  universally 
reprobated'system,  which-  that  law  so  very 
justly  superseded. ' 

Mr.  Alderman  Watthman  denied  that 
he  had  said  that  the  facility  with  which 
debtors  could  obtain  their  release  would 
serve  to  give  additional  facility  to  credit ; 
for  he  knew  that  the  very  Contrary  must 
be  the  result— and  that  formed  one  of  his 
strongest  objections  to  the  existing  law. 
Everyman  acquainted  with  trade  must 
know  the  value  of  credit.  How  many  of 
the  most  eminent  merchants  were  origi- 
nally clerks,  and  how  could  they  have 
raised  themselves  if  it  were  not  for  the 
credit  they  obtained  ?  This  law  was,  how- 
ever, not  only  injurious  to  credit,  but 
destructive  of  the  whole  morality  of  trade. 
He  vindicated  the  humanity  of  men  in 
trade,  when  honest  but  unfortunate 
debtors  appealed  to  their  mercy.  He 
disclaimed  any  intention  to  encourage 
improvident  Credit,  but  it  was  notoriously 
impossible  to  carry  on  trade  without 
credit,  and  his  main  objection  to  this  law 
was,  that  it  encouraged  debtors  to  engage 
ia  wild  enterprize  and  improvident  specu- 
lation—to go  on.  Indeed,  in  spending, 
Until  no  property  remained  to  satisfy  their 
creditors.  Hencp,  it  appeared,  that 
debtors  for  seven  or  eight  millions  of 
money  had  been  discharged  by  the  insol- 
vent court,  without  giving  more  than  one 
farthing  in  the  pound  to  their  creditors. 
On  those  grounds  he  complained  of  the 
law  under  consideration,  for  which,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  feel  himself  bound  to 
propose  any  substitute,  as  the  hon.  and 
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learned  gendeman  required;  bat  stUt  he 
would  be  ready  to  give  any  asaistance  m 
his  power  in  fnining  sueh  a  measure,  aa 
should  at  once  secure  relief  to  the  unfor- 
tunate debtor,  and  give  due  proteetioD  to 
the  property  of  the  honest  trader. 

Mr.    R.  Gordon  wished  for  the    in* 
dolg^nce  of  the  House  while  he  offered 
a  very  few  words  in  favour  of  the  unfor- 
tunate debtor.    Notwithstanding  all  the 
bitter  invective  which  had  been  dealt  out 
against  thia  description  of  men,  he  should 
think  it  his  duty  to  support  the  measorB 
whenever  it  came  before  the  House.    Tlie 
pressure  of  the  times  had  rendered  sooh  a 
bill  requisite  and  salutary,   and  if  the 
united  wisdom  of  parliament  had  sanction- 
ed it,  all  the  clamours  which  were  indue* 
triously  excited  against  it  would  not  avail. 
It  was  a  bill  of  relief  from  the  implacable 
avarice  and  unrelenting  rapacity  of  some 
creditors,  who  would  never  be  contented 
but  by  the  total  ruin  of  their  unfbrtunate 
victim.    He  approved,   as  much  as  any 
man,   of  the  enbrts  of  honest  industry; 
but  if  a  person,  from  the  spirit  of  ad- 
venture and  laudable  ambitioni   became 
unfortunate,  was  it  fair  that  he  should  be 
Migmatised  and  driven  as  an  outcast  from 
society  ?  The  bill  afforded  that  commend- 
able relief  which  with  some  gentlemen 
constituted  this  topic  of  reproach.    The 
worthy  alderman,  m  order  to  render  the 
measure  unpopular,   had  repeated  his  fii- 
vourite  remark,   that  between  eight  and 
nine  millions  of  property  had  been  sacrt* 
ficed  by  the  operations  of  die  bill,  without 
producing  one  farthing  of  dividend  In  the 
pound.    With  all  due  deference  to  the 
worthy  alderman's  ideas  of  the  morality 
of  trade,  he  was  convinced  the  public  had 
derived  great  good  from  its  operations, 
even  admitting  the  truth  of  the  worthy 
alderman's  calculation.    It  had  been  the 
means  of  relieving  many  very  honest,  al- 
though unfortunate  individuals,  and  had 
restored  them  to  society.    But  he  would 
ask  the  hon.  alderman,  if  he  believed  that 
more  of  the  property  alluded  to  would 
have  been  recovered,  had  the  present  bill 
neyer  been  passed  I   The  grand  morality 
of  trade,  according  to  the  hon.  member's 
doctrine,  was  ready  money  and  no  credit. 
Although  he  had  found  it  incumbent  upon 
him  to  say  thus  much  in  favour  of  the  un- 
fortunate debtor,  he  was,  however,  by 
no  means  friendly  to  the  dishonest  ad- 
venturer.   The  present  law  was,  in  fact, 
very    much    misunderstood,    especirily 
through  the  clamour  excited  against  it. 
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In  Londooy  Britflol,  and  olber  pfaiees^ 
where  men  of  limtied  viewe  uadertook  to 
judg^  of  the  subject. 

"^t  <^ition  wag  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  V.  Alderman  Waithman  then 
moved  foi  the  names  of  idl  those  who  had 
been  imprisoned^  and  afterwards  taken 
the  beneit  of  an  j  msolTent  act,  from  the 
9lst  Dec.  1797,  to  the  Slst  Dec.  1818. 
He,  however,  withdrew  his  motion,  with 
an  intention  to  bring  it  forward  again  on 
some  future  day. 

GaAVB  Jury  PRa8nrTMBirT8<-«<!!oM* 
iftTTBE  APPOiHTXD.]  Mr.  Doiwson  rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  to  move,  *<  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  act  passed  in  the  last  session, 
for  the  regulation  of  Grand  Juries  in  Ire* 
land,  and  the  state  of  the  present  law 
regulating  the  office  of  constable  in  Ire* 
land,  and  to  report  their  otMervations 
thereupon  to  the  House."  As  he  under- 
stood tliat  no  opposition  was  to  be  offered 
to  his  motion,  he  should  trouble  the  House 
with  but  few  observations.  He  should 
^  into  the  committee  with  oYorr  disposi* 
tion  to  preserve  the  prindple  of  the  act, 
and  was  only  dwrous  or  amending  its 
details  as  much  as  might  be  done.  He 
wished  the  power  of  grand  juries,  with 
respect  to  appointing  eight  constables  for 
each  barony  were  altered,  that  number 
being  too  large  for  some,  and  tosoffioient 
for  others. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  one  of  the 
most  glaring  defects  of  the  erand  jury 
system  was,  the  inequality  of  the  surveys, 
and  thought  that  if  the  inquiry  did  not 
comprehend  that  topic,  it  would  be  in- 
ade<juate. 

Sir  H,  ParneU  would  not  give  any  op« 
position  to  the  appointment  of  the  com* 
nittee,  after  the  eaphunatioo  the  bon. 
member  had  made  of  nis  object,  and  that 
be  was  desirous  of  preserving  the  essential 
principle  of  the  last  act.  Of  the  value  of 
that  principle,  little  doubt  could  eaist. 
Few  could  question  the  utility  of  a  rigorous 
investigation  of  all  applications  to  a  grand 
jury  for  grants  of  money,  and  the  esami- 
nation  of  them  by  the  magistrates  at 
quarter  sessions,  where  tlie  parties  were 
on  oath.  He  was  willing,  however,  to 
join  in  any  eiibrt  for  amending  the  minor 
provisions,  as  the  principle '^was  to  be 
adhered  to. 

Sir  George  HUl^  wiili  every  disposition 
to  enter  the  proposed  committee,  faith- 
felly  to  dischai;ge  his  doty,   would  not 


still  be  bound  by  any  of  the  implied  con* 
ditions  laid  down  by  the  bon.  baronet  who 
had  just  spoken.    With  regard  to  thai 
principle  or  the  grand  jury  bill,  which  re- 
quired, that  all  grants  of^  county  money 
stioold  be  accounted  for  in  the  most  pub* 
lie  manner^  it. had  bis  full  and  entire  ap* 
probation.  But  as  the  proposed  oomauttee 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  to  extend 
.its  sittings  to  a  late  period  of  the  ses8ion» 
in  consequence  of  the  detail  into  which 
they  woiud  be  obliged  to  enter,  be  then 
begged  leave  to  give  notice^  that^  on 
Monday,  be  should  ^  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  temporary  bill,  enabling  grand 
juries  at  the  ensuing  spring  assises  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  public  woriu  and  repairs^ 
which  would  be  then  in  hand,  according 
to  the  old  and  established  usage  previous 
to  the  act  of  last  session.    Ihree  com- 
mittees had  been  already  appointed,   to 
which  the  grandjury  laws  were  submitted ; 
and  yet,  so  ineincient  was  the  bill  of  the 
last  session  found  to  be,  as  not  to  have 
been  acted  upon  since  it  passed  the  legis- 
lature.    If  the  grand  juries  were  not 
allowed  sufficient  funds,  for  the  purpose 
of  continuine  the  various  repairs  then 
going  forward,  the  general  improvement 
of  Ireland  would  not  only  be  impeded, 
but  prevented.    For  the  last  seventy  or 
eighty  years.  Ireland  had  materially  im* 
proved,  even  under  the  direction  and  in- 
fluence of  those  mnd  iury  laws,  so  much 
reviled— laws   which  had    obtained    the 
sanction  of  many,   if  not  of  the  great  mar 
jority  of  the  gentlemen  of  that  country. 
If  the  grand  juries  were  denied  the  means 
of  ^pairing  the  public  roads,  the  agricul- 
tural and  manumcturing  interests  would 
be  ruined;    yes,  ruined  and  destroyed. 
The  various  modes  of  laying  on  the  cess 
in  diiierent  counties,   rendered  it  doubly 
necessary  to  re-4ovest  the  Irish  srand 
juries  with  that  po#er,  from  which  had 
been  derived,  for  years,  much  benefit  to 
the  country.     The  proposed  committee 
should  have  every  advents^  his  experience 
could  afford  them,  or  his  industry  supply ; 
and  he  begged  to  slate  his  fixed  determi* 
nation,  when  entering  the  committee,  to 
use  his  best  endeavours  for  the  oromotion 
of  that  object,  which  they  would  be  called 
upon  seriously  and  impartially  to  investi- 
gate.   He  called  upon  the  House,  in  the 
name  of  all  the  various  interests  of  Ire- 
land, not  to  oppose  the  temporary  bill  ha 
should  speedily  have  the  honour  of  sub* 
mitting  for  their  approval;  as  au  only 
would  be,  to  further  the  general 
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rmprovement  of  that  country,  whose  in- 
terests  he  hoped  would  always  be  fairly 
attended  to  by  parliament. 

Mr.  Becker  could  not  see  that  any  ne« 
cessity  existed  for  the    introduction  of 
such  a  measure  as  that  just  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  baronet.  Defects,  no  doubt 
existed  in  the  bill  of  the  last  session;  but 
they  were  defects  only  existing  in  the 
machinery,  and  not  in  the  principle.   The 
next  assizes,  he  thought,  was  likely  to 
afford  a  fair  opportunity  for  the  trial  of  its 
merits  and  defects ;  but>  certainly,  one- 
half  the  jobs  that  had  hitherto  existed  in 
Ireland,  arose  in  consequence  of  the  want 
of  some  bill  containing  a  principle  which 
would  ImperatiTely  require  that  all  public 
disbursements  of  county  money  should  be 
publicly  accounted  for   in  open   court. 
Such  a  principle  was  to  be  found  in  the 
bill  of  the  last  session ;   and,  with  all  its 
other  defects,  he  could  not  but  think  it 
superior  to  any  previously  existing  law 
for  the  regulation  of  grand  juries.    The 
hon.  gentleman  in  conclusion  stated  that 
he  should  oppose  the  intended  measure  4)f 
the  vice  treasurer  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald  commenced  by 
stating  his  acquiescence  in  the  appoint- 
xnent  of  a  committee.     The  principle  of 
the  bill  of  last  session,   he  understood, 
they  did  not  mean  to  touch :  and  he  was 
only  therefore  sornr  at  what  had  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  baronet  below  him.  If 
any  hostility  were  intended  against  the 
fyrinciple  of  that  bill,  he  should  oppose 
the  appointment  of  a  compnittee,  because, 
except  for  the  purpose  of  improving  its 
details  and  rendering  its  machinery  more 
practically  operatife,  he  saw  no  other  ne- 
cessity for  the  appointment.     His  right 
hon.  friend  below  him  had,  more  elabo- 
rately than  usual,  related  to  the  House, 
the  ruin  and  destruction  that  would  ine- 
vitably fall  in  Ireland,  if  any  delay  took 
place  m  empowering  grand  juries  to  levy 
money  in  their  old  and  usual  way.    But 
such  a  picture  he  could  not  help  thinking 
overcharged.     He  had  also  told  them, 
that  the  act  of  last  session  was  never  put 
into  operation,  and  yet  he  complained  of 
its  detects  before  it  had  been  tried.    That 
defects  existed,  in  it  was  not  denied  ;  but 
why  not  allow  some  time  for  a  rational 
trial  of  those  defects?  The  public  roads 
in  Ireland  were  repaired  at  so  enormous 
an  expense,  in  some  places  as  100^.  per 
mile ;  and  the  right  hon.  baronet  must  be 
perfectly  well  aware,  that  the  mischiefs 
likely  to  be  produced  by  a  short  deiajr  io 
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the  operation  of  the  last  act  wiere  not  at 
all,  in  point  of  fact,  as  he  had  thou^t 
proper  to  describe  them.     Rumours  had 
beencireulated  throughout  Ireland  that  the 
act  of  the  last  session  would  be  suspended 
or   repealed;    considerable  anxiety  was 
therefore  the  natural  result,  especially  on 
the  part  of  tliose  who  had  already  acted 
upon  that  bill,  and  hoped  the  most  happy 
consequences  from  its  amended  oootiou* 
ance.     These  rumours  it    behoved    the 
House  to  settle,  and  not  suflfer  the  public 
fermentation  to   continue  any  longer  on 
the  subject.    The  right  hon.  baronet  had 
told  the  House,  that  the  bill  of  the  last 
session  had  never  yet  been  acted   on, 
while,  no  later  than  that  very  morning,  he 
had  received  letters  from  various  parts  of 
Ireland,  mentioning  the  reverse,  and  not 
only  the  reverse,  but  the  fact  of  its  beiaf^ 
acted  upon  with  considerable  advantage. 
One  of  his  correspondents  was  a  nobie 
lord,  high  in  office  in  the  kite's  county, 
who  used  his  best  endeavours  with  his 
brother  magistrates  to  give  the  law  a  trial 
and  whose    prejudices  once  conquered, 
induced  them  to  Join  most  sealously  with 
the  noble  lord  in  pushing  the  act  into 
useful  operation.      An  interested  party 
had  raised  a  clamour  against  the  bill,  be* 
cause  it  required  publicity  to  theaccounts 
for  the  disbursements  of  public  nM>ney» 
and  afforded  no  screen  to  the  improper 
conduct  of  a  portion  of  the  magistracy, 
who  should  never  have  been  allowed  to 
Hold  so  important  a  situation*   The  poorer 
people  in  Ireland,  the  farmers  ana  laod- 
holuers  hailed  the  act  as  a.  great  and 
unexpected  blessing;.    The  old  law  they 
only  knew  in  the  inflictions  of  the  tax; 
whUe  the  new  law  enabled  them  not  only 
to  ascertain  precisely  their  quantum  of 
taxation,  but  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  applied.     His  rigtit  hon.  friend  had 
then  no  right  to  characterise  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  as  hasty,  imperfect  and 
impracticable.    Some  arrangements  were 
no  doubt  necessary  as  to  the  qualificatioa 
of  those  magistrates  who  should  attend  at 
quarter  sessions ;  but  that,  together  with 
other  details,  were  better  fitted  for  the 
consideration  of  a  committee*  than  the 
members  who  were  then  assembled*    The 
magistracy  of  Ireland  had  been.  ofWn 
compUiined  of;  and  he  regretted  to  sayt 
that  in  times,  when  domestic  discord  af- 
fected the  public  peace,  it  became  oeoes* 
sary  to  appoiiU  a  description  of  persons 
to  the  magistracy,  who,  in  better  times, 
would  not  have  been  appointed  Io  sach 
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m  diffoity.  One  of  the  wont  evils  afiliot- 
log  irebuui  existed  in  the  appointment  of 
subordinate  persons  to  the  magisterial 
office,  and  Jie  could  not  too  often  repeat 
his  regret,  that  a  reform  had  not  been 
long  smce  attempted  in  many  who  still 
held  the  commission  of  the  peace.  Par- 
tialityi  and  worse,  too  often  characterised 
their  conduct;  and  if  the  grand  jury  bill 
of  last  session  made  certain  quidificatioM 
necessary  in  those  persons,  who  were  to 
become  the  judges  and  administrators  of 
public  justice,  he  thought  that  such  a 
lacl  could  not  be  broi^t  in  charge 
against  those  peraons,  who  felt  the  exist* 
ing  evil,  and  wished,  if  possible  to  have  it 
remedied.  In  the  happier  law  of  £n^and 
there  was  a  resident  proprietary  to  protect 
the  poor  and  sit  on  the  bench  in  the  ad* 
ministration  of  justioe ;  but  those  were 
blessings  almost  wholly  unknown  to  Ire* 
land.  Justice  was  dignified  by  the  pre- 
sence of  upright  magistrates ;  and  dignity 
obtained  increased  respect,  when  honesty 
and  property  were  found  to  be  the  presi- 
denta  in  every  court  to  which  the  poor 
were  in  the  habit  of  looking  for  relief. 
The  hott.  gentleman  concluSed  by  ob* 
serving,  that  no  great  reformation  was 
ever  yet  obtained,  without  something  like 
a  proportionate  price  being  paid  for  it. 
The  House,  he  trusted,  would  give  the 
act  of  the  last  session  a  fair  trial;  and 
wait  until  experience  should  sug^ott  im* 
provements,  before  they  destinedit  to  in* 
activity  or  repeal.  AI>ove  all  things,  Im 
conjured  the  members  to  discourage  e^i^ry 
hope  of  the  abandonment  of  the  principles 
of  that  act.  His  olnect  would  be,  while 
he  admitted  many  of  its  defects,  to  render 
it  as  effidctual  as  possible;  never,  however, 
losing  sight  of  those  principles  that  had 
been  approved  by  all. 

Sir  Giorge  Hill  explained.  In  the 
session  before  last,  when  this  measure  was 
proposed  bv  his  right  hoo.  friend,  he  had 
given  it  all  the  opposition  in  his  power, 
when  it  had  been  brought  forward  again 
last  session,  he  certainly  did  go  mto 
the  select  committee;  but  as  he  had  at- 
tended the  committee  for  only  an  hour 
and  a  half,  he  did  not  think  himself  res- 
ponsible for  the  act  of  last  year. 

Mr.  Abereromby  did  not  intend  to  offer 
any  opposition  to  the  motion.  His  sen- 
timenu  accorded  with  those  of  the  right 
hon«  gentleman  who  had  spoken  last.  He 
wished  the  House  to  recollect,  that  the 
committee  had  considered  only  thegeneral 
principles  of  the  law;   but  there  were 


many  practical  points  which  those  who( 
were  immediately  concerned  were  best 
qualified  to  judge  of.  He  would  suggest 
to  the  hon.  mover,  whether  he  had  not 
occasioned  an  obstacle  to  his  own  object* 
by  omitting  the  words  **  with  reference  to 
the  more  effectual  execution  of  the  same." 
If  the  right  hon.  baronet  persisted  in  his 
intention  of  bringing  in  a  bill,  such  as  ha 
had  .mentioned,  he  should  think  it  hia 
duty  lo  give  it  all  the  opposition  in  hia 
power. 

Sir  G.  Hffi,  in  explanation,  denied  that 
he  wished  to  return  to  the  old  law,  by. 
getting  rid  of  the  present  act,  although  ho. 
could  not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  incon* 
veniencies  of  it. 

I«ord  Jocdyn  said,  he  was  anxious  to 
go  into  a  committee.  He  did  not  opposQ 
the  principle  of  the  bill ;  he  only  wished 
to  get  rid  of  its  defects.  He  did  not  wish 
to  See  any  public  works  presented  for. 
before  a  strict  investigation  was  had  into 
tbe.ab6oluteneceasity  of  such  works.  Hia 
light  boo.  friend  had  said,  that  he  had 
received  many  letters  from  Ireland^ 
stating  the  great  public  benefits  that  ro^ 
suited  from  the  bill.  He,  too,  had  receive^ 
letters  from  that  country,  and  these  let-^ 
ters  stated  the  direct  contrary.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  people  of  Irelanii 
had  much  reason  to  complain  of  the 
measure.  What  was  their  situation  since 
the  bill  had  passed  into  a  law?  When 
that  bill  was  passing  through  the  House* 
their  hopes  were  raised — Uiey  heard  oC 
the  many  advantages  it  would  give  to  the 
country;  but  he  was  sorry  to  ssy  that 
those  hopes  were  blasted,  and  that  in- 
stead of  aeriving  advantages  from  the  bill» 
they  found  it  a  lame  and  inefficient 
measure.  It  was  introduced  into  the 
House  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  reme- 
dying the  deficiencies  of  the  grand  iory 
laws :  it  was  intended  to  purify  the  admi* 
nistration  of  those  laws,  and  was  cried  up 
as  a  measure,  of  soch  vast  importance^ 
that  the  Speaker  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
of  Lords  had  eulogized  it  as  a  measure 
highly  beneficial  to  the  country.  Now,  he 
would  ask,  what  were  the  advantages  that 
were  felt  from  the  operation  of  the  l^w^i 
how  did  it  work  with  the  country  i  The 
first  proceeding  of  the  succeeding  session 
was  a  motion  for  its  suspension.  He 
would  say,  notwithstanding  the  many 
severe  observations  that  had  been  made, 
that  the  old  system  had  been  one  under 
which  the  country  had  derived  many  and 
great  advantages.    On  a  former  occasion,. 
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lie  had  Btafied  ihaf  the  bill  would  be  found 
inadequate.  That  it  was  so,  was  clearljf' 
established  by  the  forcible  but  temperate 
petitions  from  Londondeny  and  Mayo, 
signed  as  they  were  by  a  great  many  most 
respectable  gentlemen  of  those  counties ; 
and  he  Would  not  hesitate  to  state»  not* 
withstanding  the  aspersions  that  had  been 
thrown  upon  them,  that,  taking  the 
magistrates  in  Ireland  as  a  body,  there 
were  not  to  be  found  men  who  enlertfained 
more  honest  and  conscientious  opinions. 

Sir  John  Netopnrt  said,  that  he  did  not 
find  that  there  was  any  opposition  to  the 
appointment  of  a  committee,  la  that 
coromitree^  he  hoped  to  see  the* principle 
of  the  bill  strictly  preserved ;  for  he  would 
net  hesitate  to  express  his  decided  oonvic- 
lion,  that  if  the  prineiple  of  the  law  were 
abandoned,  it  woiild  work  irrepeimble 
injury  to  Ireland.  He  had  heard  4he 
system  which  this  biU  had  subverted 
praised  in  the  House;  but  he  did  not 
nesitate  to  say,  that  that  system'  was 
pregnant  with  much  mischief,  and  that  it 
operated  to  the  injury  of  Ireland.  He 
thought  it  was  rather  hard,  before  the 
measure  had  had  a-fak  trial,  to  suggest 
difficulties  that  had  not  occurred,  and  to 
anticipate  effects  that  had  not  followed  it. 
It  had,  indeed,  been  stated,  that  some 
difficulties  had  occurred  in  some  counties. 
In  answer  to  this,  he  could  assert,  that  in 
many  other  counties  no  difficulties  what- 
ever lay  in  the  way  of  the  bill,  and  that  it 
operated  beneficially  for  the  public  in« 
'  terests.  The  House  should  bear  in  mind, 
that  the  bill  was  introduced  on  no  ordinary 

Sounds:  it  had  been  recommended  by 
e  necessity  of  the  case :  the  plan  was 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House,  and  no  committee 
that  had  ever  sat  upon  a  public  question 
had  bestowed  more  pains  or  more  atten- 
tion or  were  more  anxious  to  come  to  a 
fair,  practical,  and  wise  decision.  The 
measure  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
baronet  was  a  temporary  bill,  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  present  act.  It  was 
not  difficult  for  the  House  to  see  the 
mischief  that  such  a  measure  would  create. 
In  the  first  place,  those  who  had  placed 
fhith  upon  the  security  of  the  law,  would 
now  be  obliged  to  turn  back  to  the  old 
odious  system.    He   could  not  contem- 

Elate  such  a  measure  without  alarm,  and 
e  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  that 
the  ministers  of  the  crown  had  given  no 
opinion  whatever;  the  more  particularly 
as  it  must  be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  many 
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'  members  in  Uie  House,  thst  in  the  laaC 
parliament  he  had  distinctly  atated  the 
great  extent  of  the  evils  which  grew  out 
of  the  old  system,  and  ministers  as  di»* 
tinelly  stated,  that  some  steps  should  be 
adopted  to  remove  them*  He  conceited 
that  ministem  were  bound  to  support  tlie 
present  law,  sanctioned  as  it  was  by  the 
labours  of  a  committee ;  called  for  as  it 
had  been  by 'the  oiroumstanees  of  the 
country;  and  introduced  as  it.  was  hj 
persoi^  eonnedted'  with  the  admiiustm* 
tion.  He  Would  deplore  the^  reeutreno^ 
to  the  old  systewi  ^as  a  great  public  nm^ 
fortune :  U  wodM  give  encouragement  to 
those  wh4  had  profited  by  it,  and  it  would 
blast  those  hopes  tbilt  Ireland  eatertMned 
of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  fVom  the 
existing  law. 

The  rodti^n  was  then  agreed  to;  and  a 
committee  appointed. 

Claims  of  Britisr  SvnsE&rn  ott 
France*]  Lord  Cosiierea^h  eaid^  that 
although  the  notiee*'  which  he  had  given 
comprehended  th^  •  arrangemenrs'  which 
had  lately  been  entered  into  with  respect 
to  the  Slave  trade,  as  well  as  to  the  Clsims 
of  British  Subjects' on  the  French  govern^^ 
ment,  the  motion  with  which  he  should 
conclude  related  only  to.  one  branch  of 
the  papers  on  the  table.  As  ho  thought 
he  had  collected  from  gentlemen  opposite, 
that  they  were  not  ready  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
motion  of  which  he  gave  notice,  and  as  he 
was  always  happy  to  oblige  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  whenever  he 
could  with  convenience  to  the  pubKc 
service,  he  should  not  now  say  one  word 
on  any  subject  but  that  of  the  British 
olaims,  unless  he  was  called  on  by  the 
House.  If  any  information  should  be 
wished  for  by  any  hon.  member  respecting 
any  of  the  measures  connected  with  the 
papers  on  the  table,  he  should  be  happy 
to  give  it  to  him.  He  intended  now 
merely  to  ask  fbr  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
with  a  view  to  carry  into  complete  execu- 
tion the  engagements  entered  into  with 
the  French  government  for  the  indem- 
nification of  British  subjects  having  claims 
on  that  government.— The  noble  lord  then 
proceeded  to  state  tne  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  recent  convention  with 
France  with  respect  to  thos>  claims.  In 
1815,  the  French  government  undertook 
to  liquidate  the  claims  of  British  subjecta 
on  them,  at  a  time  when  there  was  not  so 
great   a  charge   on    the   funds  of  that 
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oouDtry.    A  cafiitnl  flam  of  between  50 
and  60  millions  of  French  Imea  had  been 
paid  by  the  French  government  into  the 
nandt  of  the  coramisaioaera  appointed*  by 
the  reapectife  governmenta,' towards  the 
liaaidation  of  theae  claims.     The  coid- 
miisioners    appointed    to    examine    and 
aettli^  the  chiiina  had  liquidated  then  to 
a  conaidarable  extent^  and  made'consi* 
devable  paymaata^  between .  the  time  of 
their  appointment  and  April  1818.    The 
French  goveiiunent  had  agreed  to  place 
three  millions  and  ahalf  ofiivres  of  rentes, 
equal  to  about  70  millions  of  capital,  at 
tius  disposal  of  the  commissioncrsi  to  be 
applied  by  them   in  linoidation  of  the 
claims ;  and,  as    he  haa  already  stated, 
between  50  and  60  millions  had  been  paid 
over  by  that  gOYemment  to  the  commis* 
aiooers,  to  be  applied  by  them  towards 
the    Hquidaiioa    of    thoae  •  claims     of 
which  they  approved.   The  commissioners 
had,   in    the    discbarge   of  their   duty, 
examined  and  decided  on^a  number  of 
claims;   but  there    were,  in  April  last, 
a  considerable   number   of  unexamined 
claims.    He  did  not  allude  particularly  to 
British  claims  alone,  but  to  the  claims  of 
subjects  of  all  the  other  powers  of  Europe. 
It  was  calculated  that  it  would  require,  to 
meet  these  claims,,  from  30  to  40  millions 
sterling.    This  .sum  would  have  been  n^- 
ceasary  to  meet  what  were  considered 
to  be  well  eslabli^ed  claims ;  but  it  was 
evident  that,  supposing  the  commissioners 
to  proceed  with  the  utmost  diligence,  they 
could  not  get  through  these  claims  before 
the  lapse  of  a  very  long  period.    It  was 
impossible  to  svy  bow  many  years  might 
elapse  before  they  could  examine  into  the 
claims  of  the  subjects  of  all  the  different 
powers  of  Europe.    If  they  were  to  form 
a  judgnlent  of  the  time  that  would  be 
taken  in  going  through  ail  of  them,  by 
the   tioae  which  had  been  occupied  in 
those  which  they  had  already  examined, 
it  was  evident  that  several  years  must 
elapae  before  they  coald  get  throueh  the 
esaroination  of  the  British  claims.   Under 
these  circumstances  it  had  appeared  to 
the  British  government,  as  well  as  toother 
governments,  acting  as  guardians  of  their 
own^ubjects,  that  it  would  be  of  extreme 
importance  to  the  interests  of  all  parties, 
as  well  as  for  the  p;eneral  interest  of  Eu- 
rope, if  this  interminable  liquidation,  which 
was  going  on  at  Fans,  were  transferred  to 
the  different  governments ;  and  that  a  sum 
vrere  paid  them  at  once  to  full  of  all  de- 
snanda  on  France,  to  be  distribttted  by 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


each  government  among   the  claimanta 
who  were  its  own  subjects.    It  was  wished 
to  settle  the  open  account  vrhich  would 
be  going  on  several  years  before  winding 
up  the  transactions  between  the  allied  go« 
vemments  and  France,  and  to  obtain  a 
de6fiite  aum  at  once,  not  only  for  the 
claims  of  the  different  governments,  but 
also  for  those  of  private  creditors.    The 
House  must  be  aware,  that  there  could 
not  well  be  a,  more  complicated  question 
than  that  which  was  then  trying  between 
the  French  .government  and  the  different 
claims,  as  these  claims  rested  on  prind* 
pies  so  very  di&rent  from  each  other. 
The  affair  was,  however,  brought  to  a  con* 
elusion  sooner  than  could  reasonably  have 
been  expected;  and  he  had  not  heard  of 
one  objection  against  the  arrangement, 
either  nrom  any  of  the  governments  or  any 
of  the  private  parties.    He  was,  at  the 
same  time^  bound  to  state,  that  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  have  brought  these 
complicated  questions  so  soon  to  a  settle* 
ment,  had  not  an  individual,  in  whom  aH 
Europe  reposed  the  utmost  confidence 
(the  duke  of  Wellington),  undertaken  the 
settlement  of  the  business.    That  indivi- 
dual did  take  the  oomnlete  transaction  out 
of  the  bands  of  the  diferent  governments ; 
he  was  invited  by  the  French  government 
and  the  others  to  mediate  between  the 
Frendi    government   and   the    different 
claimants  on  it,  and  to  adjust  the  conflict- 
ing interests.  Afler  making  himself  master 
of  this  intricate  subject,  and  examining 
into  the  nature  of  the  claims,  and  judging 
of  the  probable  amount  to  which  they 
would  extend,  after  undergoing  the  ne- 
cessary porificatiOB,   he  pronounced  an 
opinion  in  the  business,  agreeably  to  arhich 
the  French  government  and  their  cUnn^ 
ants  came  to  a  general  settlement.     It 
was  settled  that  Uie  French  government 
should  pay  a  sum  of  from  12  to  15  millions 
sterling,  in  addition  to  the  700  millions  of 
livres  which  it  had  to  discharge  to  the 
difierent  governments.     It  was  thought 
that  it  waa  much  better  to  aettle  thiscom^ 
plicated  affair  at  onoe,  than  to  endanger 
the  repose  of  Europe  by  leaving  it  open. 
A  specific  sum  viraa  therefore  agreeo  oii 
to  be  given  by  France  to  eadi  government, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  afiplied  in  ex- 
tinction of  tlie  claims  of  iu  own  aubjecta 
on  France;  so  that  instead  of  any  litiga- 
tion between  the  government  of  Franoc 
and  the  subjects  of  different  countries, 
the  whole  might  be  an  affair  of  arrange- 
ment between  each  goverotneDt  and  its 
(2M-) 
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own  subjects.  In  execution  of  this  jprin-^ 
ciple  we  had  two  separate  oonventions; 
One  of  them  was  a  convention  with  re- 
spect to  the  claims  of  British  subjects 
arising  out  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  in 
1786»  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  the  sti- 
pulations of  the  treaty  of  1814.  There 
was  another,  which  we  had  in  common 
with  other  powers,  with  respect  to  the 
claims  of  individuals  in  those  countries, 
iirhich  had  formerly  belonged  to  or  been 
in  the  possession  of  France.  In  this  way, 
ihe  inhabitants  of  St.  Lucie,  the  Mauri- 
tius, and  the  Ionian  islands,  had  come 
under  the  protection  of  this  country.  He 
had  stated  that  three  millions  and  a  half 
of  rentes,  equal  to  70  millions  of  capital, 
were  to  be  transferred  to  the  commis- 
sioners by  the  French  government,  as  a 
deposit  that  should  be  reinforced  when 
necessary  for  meeting  any  demands  that 
should  be  examined  and  established.  Be- 
tween 50  and  60  millions  of  these  70  mil- 
lions had  been  applied  in  liquidation  of 
aettled  claims.  This  was  the  result  of  the 
matter,  when  the  business  came  to  be  the 
subject  of  negotiation.  The  result  of  the 
negotiation  was,  that  the  French  govem- 
inent  should  reinforce  this  sum  of  70  mil- 
lions of  capital  with  three  millions  and  a 
half  of  rentes  in  addition^  making  in  all 
a  capital  of  140  millions,  rather  more  than 
six  millions  sterling,  to  be  paid  by  the 
French  government,  in  satisfaction  of  all 
the  claims  of  British  creditors.— He  now 
came  forward  to  parliament,  calling  upon 
it  to  enable  govemment  to  make  the  dis- 
tribution of  this  sum.  It  was  fair  to  put 
all  the  British  claimants  on  an  equal  footing. 
But,  from  the  compromise  which  had  taken 
place,  this  sum  might  not  go  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  claims;  and  therefore  the 
remaining  claimants  might  not  ultimately 
be  on  an  equal  footing  with  those  who 
had  had  their  claims  settled.  However, 
as  the  object  of  the  negotiation  was,  to 
arrive  at  as  much  as  could  be  got,  and  as 
DO  more  could  be  got,  it  was  proper  to 
secure  to  the  remaining  claimants  an 
equality  of  payment.  The  sum  received 
would  be  distributed  on  the  principle  fol- 
lowed with  respect  to  the  sum  received 
for  the  American  loyalists,  and  the  Car- 
natic  creditors.  By  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  as  rapidly  as  the  claims  were  exa- 
mined and  settled,  a  dividend  would  be 
paid  to  the  parlies  on  their  claims,  and, 
on  the  final  adjustment,  the  remaining 
sum  would  be  divided  equally  among 
theas.-*-He  had  tvo  observations  to  make 


on  the  subject  of  those  claims.  Id  1815, 
the  House  had  approved  of  a  sacrifice,  on 
the  part  of  the  public,  of  their  claims  on 
the  French  gorernment,  for  the  sake  of 
their  private  claims.  It'was  covenanted 
in  the  convention  of  1815,  that  so  sooa 
as  the  French  goyemment  liquidated  the 
claims  of  British  creditors,  they  ahoald 
be  released  from  any  claims  this  govem- 
ment  might  have  on  them  on  this  account, 
respecting  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  of 
war  between  the  two  countries,  on  which 
there  was  a  presumable  balance  due  to 
this  country.  In  this  convention,  the 
claims  of  the  government  were  sacrificed 
to  those  private  claims,  because  it  was 
felt,  that  the  subject  of  prisoners  was  one 
which  was  mixed  up  with  so  many  differ- 
ent principles,  that  it  was  one  of  most 
difficult  adjustment.  It  was  questionable, 
whether  the  Hanoverians,  and  other  fo* 
reign  soldiers  in  our  pay,  were  to  be  c:on« 
sidered  as  British  troops,  a  subject  which 
it  would  have  been  extremely  difficult  to 
adjudge.  The  British  claims  on  France 
for  prisoners  of  war  was  so  immense,  and 
the  account  of  the  transaction  so  involved 
by  the  difficulty  of  determining  whether 
the  subjects  of  different  nations  who 
fought  in  the  cause  of  France,  and  were 
captured  by  us,  were  to  be  considered  as 
French  prisoners,  that  it  was  thou^t 
better  to  adopt  one  uniform  principle  for 
settling  the  point  in  dispute,  than  to  enter 
into  the  details  of  particular  cases.  The 
principle  of  the  treaty  of  1814  was 
therefore  adopted,  which  accepted  as 
an  indemnity  for  the  sums  due  by  the 
French  government  to  the  government 
of  this  country,  the  payment  of  debts 
due  hy  the  French  government  to 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britaiu.  In  thia 
manner,  about  6,000,000/.  sterling  had 
been  secured  to  British  private  claimantSf 
which  they  would  not  otherwise  have  ob- 
tained from  the  French  government ;  for, 
with  regard  to  the  success  of  those  indivt* 
duals  in  prosecuting  their  claims  on  a 
foreign  government  which  had  disallowed 
them  without  the  aid  or  countenance  of 
their  own,  there  could  be  little  doubt. 
Now,  when  he  was  on  this  subject,  he 
could  not  let  the  opportunity  ^lip,  with* 
out  endeavouring  to  impress  on  the  minda 
of  the  House  the  difference  between  the 
circumstances  of  those  whose  claims  thia 
convention  was  intended  to  satisfy,  and 
those  who  now  should  voluntarily  embark 
their  money  in  foreign  funds:  and  the 
different  conduct  which  the  government 
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would  ISmI  itself  compeUad  lo  6bflenr6i»  if 
t(iat  property  ihould  be  eadan^red*    He 
was  bound  to  warn  the  public^  that  the 
preient  relief  was  granted  to  the  claimants 
on  the  French  governmenti  because  they 
bad  incurred  their  losses  on  the  faith  of 
conventions  between  the  two  nations;  and 
that  no  similar  support  would  be  afforded 
to  those  who  voluntarily  lent  their  money 
to  a  foreign  ffovernment  at  their  own  risk, 
and  with  their  own  views  of  profit*    In 
this  latter  case,  persons  ought  to  know 
that  they  had  no  other  security  for  re- 
payment than  the  good  faith  and  ability 
of  the  country  to  which  they  made  the 
loan;  and  that  this  government  would 
neither  stake  its  credit»   or  endanger  its 
tranquillity,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
them  indemnity  should   they  find  that 
they  hazarded  their  property  on  an  insuffi- 
cient guarantee.    They  should  only  look 
to  the  honesty  end  solvency  of  the  state 
that  borrowedt  and  not  to  the  power  or 
to  the  generosity  of  their  own  country  for 
their  expected  returns.    The  claims  now 
liquidated  by  the  commispioners,  and  pro- 
posed to  be  settled  by  the  bill  which  he 
proposed  to  introduce,  depended  for  their 
validity  on  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Commerce  with  France,  made  in  1786. 
That  treaty  stipulated  the  interposition  of 
the  British  government  for  debts  due  by 
the  French  government  to  the  subjects  of 
this  country.     In  1793  a  great  mass  of 
British  property  was  confiscated  by  the 
then  government  of  France,   which  pro* 
perty,  of  course,   was  covered  by  the 
convention  of  1786.    At  the  peace  of 
Amiens,   in  1802,   the  principle  of  the 
original  treaty  was  confirmed.    Thus,  the 
foundation  of  the  claim  was  laid  in  the 
treaty  of  1786,  and  consolidated  by  that 
of  1802.    At  the  peace  of  Paris  in  1814, 
the  same  principle  was  recognized,  as  it 
was  thought  but  just  to  countenance  those 
by  national  interference,  who  rii^kcd  their 
property  on  the  national  faith.    The  de- 
tails of  the  settlement  had  proceeded  but 
a  sqaall  way  at  the  return  of  Buonaparte, 
in  1815,   though  the  principle  had  been 
admitted  the  year  before.    On  the  second 
restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  the  subject 
was  «gain  resumed,  and  the  settlement  of 
the  claims  put  into  such  a  train,  that  in 
April,  1818,  the  commissioners  were  en- 
abled to  bring  it  to  a  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion, and  to  present  the  present  restilt. 
.We  had  thus  obtained  for  tiie  subjects  of 
this  country  an  adjudication  of  certain 
definite  daims^  in  lieu  of  uncertain  inde- 


finite demands  of  this  government  on  that 
of  France.  The  noble  lord  concluded  by 
moving  **  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  enable  certain  Commissioners 
fully  to  carry  into  effect  several  Conven- 
tions for  liquidating  claims  of  British  sub- 
jects and  others,  against  the  government 
of  France." 

Mr.  Tieme^  gave  credit  to  the  noble 
lord  for  his  exertions  in    bringing   this 
business  to  so  satisfactory  a  conclusion. 
Nobody  could  have  conducted    himself 
with  more  zeal  and  ability  than  the  noble 
lord  had  done.    It  was  owing  to   the 
judicious  mode  adopted  of  settling  these 
claims,   that  each  mdividual   interested, 
instead  of  having  to  deal  with  the  French 
government,    h^   to   apply  to    British 
authority.    With  regard  to  any  interest 
he  (Mr.  T.^  had  in  this  transaction,  he 
was  perfectly  satisfied ;  but  there  was  a 
certam  class  of  claimants  who  did  not 
stand  in  the  same    favourable  situation, 
and  whose  case  therefore,  he  wished  to 
be  considered.    He  alluded  to  those  who 
bad  not  given  in  notice  of  their  claims  in 
time  to  be  examin^,    and  who   were, 
therefore,  precluded  from  the  benefits  of 
the  convention.    If  he  were  asked,  whe* 
ther  he  thought  that  these  individuals  had 
a  legal  title  to  redress,  he  would  say  no : 
but  he  would  recommend  their  case  to  a 
favourable  consideration,   provided   any 
surplus  remained  after  defraying  liauidated 
claims.    He  knew  one  case  of  this  des- 
cription which  involved  sreat  hardship. 
A  claim  had  been  orderea  by  a  creditor 
of  this  country  to  be  made  within  the 
specified  time,  out,  through  gross  neglect 
or    forgetfuloess,    the   agent    had     not 
presented  it.   It  would  be  cruel,  therefore, 
that  this  individual  should  suffer  the  loss 
of  a  just  right,  from  the  carelessness  of 
another  in   advancing  his  demand.    He 
begged,  therefore,  to  know  if  the  noble 
lord  would  allow  the  application  of  any 
surplus  for  the  relief  of  cases  like  this. 
There  was  another  subject  connected  with 
the  conventions  on  the  table,  on  whicli 
he  wished  to  put  a  question.    By  these 
conventions  we  had  instalments  ofcontri- 
butions  for  five  years,  while  our  troops 
had  only  continued  in  France  three;  and 
he  wished  to  know  how  the  sum  thus 
placed  in  the  hands  of  government  was 
disposed  of. 

Lord  Cattkreagh  said,  he  went  along 
with  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  thinking, 
that  if  there  sliould  be  any  surplus,  those 
claimants  to  whom  he  had  alluded  should 
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be   added   to   the  others,    and  that  a    theriands  tvro  iiiilllaiift»   to  Whidi   th^ 

were  entitled  bf  a  convention*  WHii 
respect  to  the  payment  of  the  contribtr* 
tions  in  question,  the  soma  whioh  had 
become  due  had  been  made  good. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  he  understood  per* 
fectly  well  the  explanation  of  the  noble 
lord.  Of  the  sums  to  be  paid  to  this 
country  by  France,  and  now  in  the  courae 
of  payment,  two  millions  were  to  be  ap- 
plied, not  to  the  purposes  of  this  oountiV» 
but  to  build  fortifications  in  theNetherlamia. 
So  that  when  France  granted  what  was 
called  an  indemnity  to  this  countiy,  it 
was  in  effect  an  indemnity  to  Holhmd. 
He  thanked  the  noble  lord  for  being  dma 
explicit ;  he  did  not  wish  to  pr<dong  die 
conversation,  but  It  would  be  for  him  to 
consider  whether  he  should  submit  any 
proposition  to  the  House  on  the  aubject* 

Lord  Castlereagh  expressed  his  surprise 
at  the  shortness  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's  memory,  as  this  was  by  no  meana  the 
first  time  that  the  convention  between  the 
Netherlands  and  this  country  had  been 
brought  under  the  view  of  the  Houte. 
If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  tara 
to  the  treaties  laid  before  the  House  in 
1815,  he  would  find  the  convention  with 
the   Netherlands,  which  he  had  alluded 
to ;  and  he  would  find  also  that  the  sum 
was  not  paid  to  the  Netherlands  without 
an  equivalent,  as  very  considerable  eolonial 
cessions  had  been  made  to  us  by  that 
kingdom.     The  government  of  the  Ne- 
therlands had  also  engaged  to  expend  a 
sum  equal  to  that  which  we  had  ceded, 
in  strengthening  the  fortresses  of  its  fron- 
tier.   It  had  then  also  been  explained, 
that  the    contribution   paid   by  France, 
would  defray  not  only  this  charge,  but 
also  the  additional  expenses  of  the  army 
of  occupation,  which  arose  from  this  cir* 
cumstance,  that  the  sums  allowed  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  army  of  occupation, 
was  cslculated  on  the  standard  of  the  ex- 
pense of  a  German  army.    The  expenae 
of  a  British  army  being  much  greater,  the 
sum  allowed  for  the  maintenance  of  it 
became  deficient,  and  that  deficiency  was 
to  be  supplied  out  of  the  eootributioo. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  at  the  time  had 
contended,  that  the  occupation  of  FVaace, 
even  taking  into  account  the  contribotion» 
would  be  a  loss  to  this  country;  and  now 
after  three  years  he  complained  that  the 
indemnity  was  not  a  source  of  gain. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  he  Imd  fbrmerly  con- 
tended, that  ijf  the  occupation  of  France 
had  continued  during  the  fite  yesiri,  the 


reversionary  interest  should  be  secured  to 
them.  With  respect  to  the  latter  question, 
he  would  state   how  the  matter  stood. 
The  House  were  aware  that  only  three 
years  were  completed  of  the  period  of 
the  occupation.  It  would  be  doing  injustice 
to  the  French  government  were  he  not  to 
state,    that  if  it  had  not  come  forward 
with  the  utmost  fairness  and  candour,  it 
would  not  have  been  possible  to   have 
settled  «o   many  complicated  questions 
with  the  French  government  as  necessarily 
arose  between  it  and  the  allies,  on  the 
withdrawing  of  the  armies  from  France. 
The  House  were  aware  of  the  alteration 
of  the  arrangement  which    had    taken 
place.     It  was  agreed  to   pay  in   nine 
months  the  whole  sums  which,  by  the 
treaty,   would  have  become  due  in  two 
years.    In  consideration  of  accelerating 
the  payment  of  these  suras,  an  allowance 
of  discount  was  made  for  prompt  payment. 
On  consulting  with  that  intelligent  person, 
Mr.  Baring,  the  period  of  nine  months 
was  agreed  on,  and  an  arrangement  to 
that  efibct  was  entered  into    with    the 
French  government.    But  very  soon  afler, 
from  the  effect  produced  in  the  money 
market  by  this  arrangement,  a  modifica- 
tion of  it  was  found  necessary.    All  the 
governments  felt  a  common  interest  in 
the  transaction,    and  the    arrangements 
had  been  adopted  by  common  consent. 
The  treaty  of  November  fixed  the  nine 
months  for  the  payment  of  the  contdbu- 
tions; — the    arrangement  of  December 
prolonged  that  term  to  two  years  and 
three  months;. but  at  the  end  of  the  two 
years  the  allied  governments  were  to  put 
the  securities  in  circulation,  so  that  the 
term  of  the  payment  was  brought  to  the 
end  of  the  five  years  during  which  the 
occupation  of  France  was   originally  to 
have  continued.    As  the  allied  govern- 
ments had  agreed  to  relax  the  period  of 
payment,    the  French  government    had 
cheerfully  agreed  to  pay  interest  at  the 
rate  of  5  per  cent;  so  that,  while  the 
French  government  had  been  accommo- 
dated, no  sacrifice  of  value  had  been 
made.    The  application  of  the  sum  to 
which  this  country  would  be  entitled,  had 
been  already  often  discussed.    That  sura, 
it  had  been  already  stated,   would  be 
found  adequate  to  cover  the  extraordinary 
expenses  of  the  army  of  occupation  (over 
and  above  the  sum  allowed  for  its  main- 
tenance by  the  French  government),  and 
also  to  pay  to  the  government  of  the  Ne- 
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imlemniCj,  ot  It  was  calkd,  would  hare 
been  barely  sufficient  for  the  support  of 
the  army.  But  as  to  the  payment  to  be 
made  out  of  this  indemnity  to  the  Nether- 
lands! he  had  been  ignorant  of  it  till  a 
question  was  put  on  the  subject  by  Mr. 
Warre  in  the  last  parliament,  when  indeed 
the  noble  lord  had  told  them  what  he  had 
now  repeated;  on  which  he  fMr.T.)  had 
remarked,  that  the  colonies  for  which  we 
were  to  pay  two  millions  were  the  dearest 
colonies  that  had  ever  been  purchased. 

Lord  Castlereagh  re-asserted,  that  the 
payment  to  be  made  to  the  Netherlands 
was  distinctly  pointed  out  in  the  treaty 
which  had  been  three  years  ago  approved 
of  by  parliament. 

Mr.  Philips  called  the  attention  of  the 
noble  lord  to  the  case  of  those  individuals 
whose  claims,  by  the  treachery  or  neglect 
of  their  French  agents,  had  not  been  sent 
in  to  the  commissioners  at  Paris.  He 
trusted  they  would  not  be  precluded  from 
obtaining  justice. 

Mr.  W.  Smiih  said,  that  great  credit 
was  due  to  those  who  had  displayed  so 
much  skill  and  industry  in  obtaining  jus- 
tice for  the  claimants  on  the  French  go- 
vernment. He  agreed  in  the  principle 
which  had  been  laid  down  by  the  noble 
lord,  that  the  House  should  be  anxious 
not  to  form  a  precedent  which  might  in- 
duce persons  to  vest  money  in  foreign 
funds,  in  the  hope,  that  in  the  event  of 
war,  their  claims  would  be  protected  by 
this  country.  But  there  was  another  set 
of  claims  to  which  the  same  general  prin- 
ciple was  not  applicable.  He  meant  those 
of  a  commercial  nature.  The  two  cases 
were  entirely  different— in  the  oqe,  the 
individuals  vesting  their  money  in  the 
foreign  fundi,  were  engaged  in  transactions 
which  were  solely  advantageous  to  them- 
aeives ;  in  the  other,  the  individuals,  while 
consulting  their  own  interest,  were  pur- 
auing  what  was  acknowledged  to  be  the 
general  interest  of  the  community.  He 
thought  it  also  an  unquestionaMe  duty  of 
Che  government  to  protect  the  interest  of 
any  individuals,  or  body  of  individuals, 
who  had  sacrificed  themsdves  in  its  de- 
fence. In  thiii  situation  the  American 
itnralists  stood,  who,  he  had  always  been 
of  opinion,  should  not  be  neglected. 

'  Mr.  Husiision  said,  he  had  been  applied 
to  by  several  of  those  commercial  claim- 
ants who  bad  been  alluded  to,  and  whose 
interests  he  thought  had  not  been  so  well 
protected  by  the  treaty  as  those  of  l^ 
ftmdhoMers,  who  wcro   less  cBlitled  to 


protectioD.     According  to  the  terma  at 
the  treaty,  it  was  necessary  for  those  in«* 
dividuals,  whose  property  had  been  «e« 
questered  in  France  in  1 79S  to  prove,  not 
only  that  their  pro{>erty  had  been  so  ae-^ 
questered,  but  that  it  had  been  carried  to 
Uie  profit  account  of  the  French  govern- 
ment ;  and  secondly,  that  it  had  been  so 
seized  because  the  owners  were  British 
subjects.    In  the  case  of  the  fundholdera 
this  was  easy  of  proof,  but  the  commercial 
claimants  were  m  very  different  circum« 
stances.    The  acts  of  violence  by  which 
they  suffered  were  various.      Sometimea 
French  merchants  had  been  called  upon 
to  deliver  up  the  property  of  British  sob* 
jects  to  be  exchanged  for  asaignats^  which, 
in  theprogresa  of  depredation,  had  be* 
come  of  no  value.     In  other  instances^ 
the  merchants  who  had  British  property 
had  paid  these  depredated  assignata  into 
the  treasury  in  liquidation  of  Uie  okuma 
of  the  British  subjects^    Again  as  to  tfae 
motives— •it  was  di^cult  to  prove,  in  that 
time  of  confusion,  what  were  the  moUvea 
which  caused  the  aeiaure  of  any  particular 
parcel  of  property.     In  some  instances, 
commercial   houses  which   held  British 
property  were  put  on  the  list  of  emimnta 
«— a  familiar  mode  of  spoliation  during 
what  was  emphatically  called  the  reign  of 
terror ;  the  whole  of  that  property  thus 
becoming  the  property  of  the  reptMic. 
Yet  should  it  be  said  in  such  an  instance 
that  the  daimant  could  have  no  redress, 
unless  his  property  was  seized  expressly 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  the  proper^  of 
a  British  subject  ?    It  was  evident,  from 
the  cases  which  he  had  enumerated,  how 
many  of  the  claims  of  those  commercial 
claimants   who  were,  on   the  principles 
which  had  been  laid  down,  best  entitled 
to  consideration,  would  be  defeated.    He 
hoped  his  noble  friend  would  take  these 
cases  into  consideration,  and  at  least,  if 
the  claimants  were  excluded  by  tlie  strict 
letter  of  tbe  treaty,  yet  if  there  was  any 
surplus  after  the  distribution,   tbat  fkey 
should  be  remembered.    It  so  happeood, 
that  it  would  have  been  better  for  thesf 
individuals  if  there  had  been  no  treaty, 
and  they  had  been  left  to  prosecute  their 
claims  against  their  creditors  in  the  ordi* 
narjf  way. 

8ir  J.  Newport  stated  that  cases  of 
hardship  sudi  as  had  been  desortbed  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  also  ooane 
to  his  knowledge.  In  instances  in  which 
the  property  of  British  merchants  had 
been  given  in  to  tho  French  govemmtDt 
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under  paio  of  death,  and  exchanged  for 
asBignatt*  while  the  maximum  law  was  in 
force,  the  commissioners  had  decided, 
thai^he  transaction  by  which  the  British 
merchant  was  stripped  of  his  fortune,  was 
to  be  considered  as  a  contract.  The 
merchants  thus  plundered,  had,  it  was  to 
be  remembered,  relied  on  the  faith  of  the 
former  treaty,  which  stipulated,  that,  in 
case  of  war,  merchants  should  have  a 
space  of  time  allowed  them  to  withdraw 
or  dispose  of  their  property. 

Sir  T*  Baring  hoped  the  money  which 
was  to  be  received  from  France  would  be 
not  only  fairly,  but  economically  applied. 
He  said  this,  because,  in  the  case  of  the 
claims  on  America,  the  money  received 
was  allowed  to  lie  for  a  long  time  idle  in 
the  Bank.  He  wished  to  know  also  how 
the  commissioners  were  to  be  paid.  The 
commissioners  on  the  American  claims 
fecetved  a  salary  of  1,500/.  a  year,  but 
auchamode  of  payment  formed  an  in* 
ducement  for  them  to  protract  the  busi- 
ness. 

Lord  Cttstlereagh  said,  that  the  sum  was 
now  in  French  rentes^  the  interest  of  which 
was  accumulating*  and  care  would  be 
taken,  as  any  portion  was  transferred  to 
this  country,  that  it  should  be  vested  in 
•ecurities  bearing  interest.  As  to  the 
commissioners,  they  would  be  paid  out  of 
the  fund  itself,  as  the  claimants  had  rea- 
'dily  consented  to  set  apart  one  or  two 
per  cent  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
commission.  With  respect  to  the  case 
mentioned  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  he 
had  to  observe,  that  the  distribution  of 
the  money  paid  under  the  convention,  was 
to  be  decided  by  the  terms  of  that  con- 
▼ention ;  the  proper  course  for  parliament 
to  pursue  was,  to  constitute  a  judicature, 
to  which  the  business  might  be  committed. 
The  parliament  itself,  he  thought,  would 
act  unwisely,  to  usurp  the  business  of 
adjudication,  as  there  were  no  places  less 
fit  for  the  decision  on  particular  claims 
than  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  That 
duty,  be  had  no  doubt,  would  be  well 
performed  by  the  commission,  which  it 
was  to  be  observed,  though  well  provided 
with  legal  ability,  had  never  acted  in  dif- 
ficult cases,  without  the  advice  of  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown.  As  to  the  cases  of 
the  commercial  claimants,  he  allowed 
there  was  a  difficulty,  and  it  was  one  in 
which  the  public,  as  well  as  the  claimants 
were  interested.  Not  only  had  we  claims 
on  the  French,  but  French  subjects  had 
claims  on  this  country.    During  the  war 


we  had  also  se<{ue8tered  the  property  oF 
French  subjects,  not  into  the  treasury,  buc 
in  the  hands  of  their  agents,  and  a  ques- 
tion had  arisen  whether  the  loss  to  the 
foreigners,  in  the  case  of  the  bankruptcy 
of  the  agents,  should  be  made  good  by 
the  government.    The  losses  sustained  by 
British  subjects  had  often  ariseuy-not  from 
the  direct  violence,  but  from  the  inciden- 
tal consequences  of  the  measures  of  the. 
French  government;    the   sequestration 
which  had  taken  place  in  1793,  had  been 
repealed  in  1794  or  5;  and  at  that  time 
the  French  debtors  had  paid  the  property 
of  the  British  creditors  mto  court  (if  he 
might  so  express  it)  in  depreciated  asaig- 
nats.    It  became  a  question,  how  far  the 
French  government  was  answerable,  not 
only  for  the  direct,  but  the  collateral  con- 
sequences of  its  acts,  on  the  dealings  be* 
tween  its  subjects  and  foreieners.    These 
and  other  difficulties,  he  thought,  would 
be  most  properly  left  to  the  judioatore 
appointed  to  act  under  the  convention. 

Sir  J.  Newport  explained,  that  the 
case  he  had  alluded  to  was  that  of  Britiab 
subjects  resident  in  France. 

Sir  Robert  Wilson  observed,  that  when 
the  noble  lord  bad  laid  the  late  treaties 
on  the  table,  he  had  stated,  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  bring  them  under  the 
special  consideration  of  the  House ;  but 
that  he  was  ready  to  affi>rd  every  inform- 
ation respecting  them.  He  should  avail 
himself  of  this  offer  to  put  a  short  quea* 
tion,  not  with  the  design  of  renewing  dis- 
cussions as  to  a  retrospective  course  of 
policy  from  which  it  was  known  he  had 
always  so  strongly  dissented,  but  with 
the  object  of  removing  the  apprehensions 
which  existed  in  this  country,  that  not- 
withstanding we  had  withdrawn  our  army 
from  the  continent,  we  retained  apolitical 
connexion  of  an  unconstitutional  nature ; 
and  of  proving  to  the  world  that  we  were 
no  longer  disposed  to  invade  those  rights 
in  others,  which  in  our  own  case  we  should 
defend  against  all  the  world.  In  thedecla- 
ration  of  the  five  Powers,  dated  Aix-la 
Chapelle,  15  Nov.  1818,  were  these  words 
*— «  The  object  of  this  union  is  as  simple 
as  it  is  great  and  salutary.  It  does  not 
tend  to  any  new  political  combinations,  to 
any  change  in  the  relations  sanctioned  by 
existing  treaties.  Calm  and  consistent  in  its 
proceedings,  it  has  no  other  object  than 
the  maintenance  of  peace.''  If  the  period 
had  ended  here,  it  would  have  been  intel- 
ligible ;  but  it  went  on  to  sa^— <•  And  the 
guarantee  of  thoss  transactions  on  which 
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the  peace  was  founded  and  consolidated.*' 
He  wished  to  know  what  were  the  trans- 
actions here  guaranteed  ? 

Lord  CadUreagh  replied,  that  the 
transactions  were  simply  those  treaties 
which  had  been  approved  and  ratified  by 
parliament — there  were  no  others. 

Sir  it.  WUion^  in  explanation,  observed 
that  he  was  happy  to  receive  such  inform- 
ation ;  and  conmliag  in  the  noble  lord's 
assurance,  he  congratulated  the  House 
and  the  country  on  no  obligations  being 
contracted  at  variance  with  the  laws  of 
nations  and  the  principles  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

Slave  Tradx.]  Mr.  J.  H,  Smyih^ 
afler  a  few  observations^  in  the  course  of 
which  he  regretted  the  extent  to  which 
the  Slave  Trade  still  prevailed,  notwith- 
standing the  treaties  concluded  with  fo- 
reign powers  for  its  suppression,  urged 
the  necessity  of  taking  immediate  steps  to 
carry  those  treaties  into  effect,  and  moved 
for  <*  Copies  of  all  Appointments  of  Com- 
missioners to  carry  into  execution  the 
Treaties  with  Portugal,  Spain,  and  the  Ne- 
therlands, dated  respectively  the  28th 
July  and  29th  September  1817,  and  4th 
May  1818,  for  the  more  complete  Aboli- 
tion of  the  African  Slave  Trade,  and  the 
dates  of  such  appointments ;  and  Copies 
of  all  Instructions  to  any  of  his  msjesty's 
ships  sent  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  since 
these  treaties  were  concluded,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  same  into  effect." 

Lord  Casiiergagh  had  no  objection  to 
the  motion,  and  admitted  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject.  He  also  admitted 
that  tiie  delay  wiiich  had  taken  place  was 
suScient  to  excite  a  presumption  of  neg- 
ligence on  the  part  of  government.  But 
the  House  mus^be  aware  that  there  were 
many  difficulties  to  impede  the  execution 
of  conventions  of  this  kind.  Hitherto,  no 
instructions  had  been  iMued  under  these 
conventions  to  our  cruisers  to  capture 
ships  engaged  in  the  Slave  trade,  and  the 
reason  was,  that  there  was  no  tribunal  be- 
fore which  such  prizes  could  be  brought, 
and  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
nations  to  make  such  captures  before  a 
tribunal  was  appointed.  The  first  object 
therefore  was,  to  constitute  the  tribunal 
by  appointing  the  commissioners,  for  al- 
ready there  was  a  very  considerable 
squadron  fitted  out  and  ready  to  sail  for 
the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  purposie  of 
•putting   down  the    Slave   trade    under 


these  conventions.  Tliat  squadron  only 
waited  for  the  appointment  of  the  com« 
missioners  who  were  to  accompany  them. 
The  noble  lord  then  detailed  the  difficul- 
ties which  had  been  experienced  in  pro* 
curing  persons  qualified  to  act  as  com- 
missioners who  would  accept  that  office. 
It  was  now,  however,  probable  that  proper 
persons  would  be  appointed  to  act  as 
commissioners,  and  as  the  squadron  was 
completely  fitted  out,  all  the  measures  for 
carrying  the  conventions  Into  effecti  would 
be  completed. 

Sir  C.  Robinson  said,  that  the  utmost 
diligence  had  been  employed ;  but  the  fiict 
was,  that  no  civilian  could  be  found, 
who  would  accept  the  office.  Application 
had  then  been  made  to  several  common 
lawyers,  but  none  could  be  Induced  to 
undertake  these  duties.  At  last,  it  had 
been  deemed  expedient  to  nominate  some 
attornies,  who,  thouffh  generally  speaking 
not  endowed  with  alfthe  knowledge  which 
persons  of  higher  rank  in  the  profession 
had,  were  yet,  upon  examination  by  sir 
W.  Scott,  deemed  competent  to  execute 
the  office  of  commissioners  in  this  case. 

Dr.  Philiimore  did  not  think  that  any 
extraordinary  exertions  bad  been  made  to 
fill  up  the  appointments.  If  the  civil  law 
bar  furnishea  no  candidates  for  these  offi- 
ces, at  least  there  might  have  been  many 
found  among  the  junior  membersof thecom- 
moalaw.  Ofthe  Sierra  Leone  appointment 
he  knew  nothing  personallv,  but  he  could 
say  positively  of  his  own  knowledge  that 
many  civilians  would  have  gladly  accepted 
the  Brazil's  commission;  one  he  knew 
who  was  perfectly  qualified  by  a  sixteen 
years  standing  in  the  profession,  and  who 
had  not  been  able  to  succeed  in  his  appli- 
cation for  it.  Nor  was  there  any  objection 
to  the  Havannah  station  except  the 
smallness  of  the  salary  which  was  1,500/. 
a  year,  with  a  retiring  pension  of  JOOL ; 
and  a  gentleman  he  knew  would  have 
taken  it  had  the  income  been  2,000/.  with 
a  pension  of  1,000/.  on  retirement ;  a  sum 
not  too  large  for  persons  who,  h-ving 
been  regularly  trained  to  a  scientific  pro- 
fession, embarked  in  an  arduous  pursuit 
of  this  kind. 

Lord  Cattlereaek^  in  explanation,  said 
he  had  given  the  fullest  instructions  before 
he  went  abroad,  and  as  soon  as  the  act 
was  In  force;  but  he  really  had  not 
thought  of  having  commissioners,  ready 
cut  and  dry,  before  the  act  was  passed. 

Mr.  Eiltce  trusted  that  the  most  vigor- 
ous efforts  would  be  made  by  ministers 
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io  fartheraAce  of  t!ie  ftct  already  passed 
for  the  abotHion  of  tho  infamous  traffic  in 
•laves.  It  was  a  lamentable  fact,  that  at 
no  period  had  the  Slave  trade  prevailed 
with  tnore  disgustiDg  eagerness  than  at 
present,  and  he  was  authorized  in  saying 
that  not  only  Spanish  and  Portuguese, 
Imd  American,  but  British  merchants,  were 
covertly  engaged  in  it. 

Mh  WUberforce  did  not  mean  to  impute 
delay  to  the  noble  lord  opposite ;  but  he 
could  not  help  thinking,  that  less  alacrity 
was  shown  in  filling  up  those  situations, 
thin  there  would  haie  been  had  they  been 
in  their  nature  more  desirable.  He  could 
not,  however,  resist  the  temptation  be 
lelt  to  remind  the  House,  that  the  delay 
of  every  day  and  every  hour,  was  a  source 
of  dreadful  misery  to  thousands  of  our 
fellow^creatures. 

Captain  Gran/ remarked,  that  the  cir- 
cumstatYce  of  an  offer  of  1,500/.  a  year, 
with  a  retiring  pension  of  700A  having 
been  made  by  ministers  to  persons  ac- 
cepting the  office  of  commissioners,  was  a 
sufficient  refutation  of  the  assertion  made 
by  the  hon.  member  for  Bramber,  that 
the  same  alacrity  was  not  manifested  by 
fiis  majesty's  government  in  fillingup  these 
situations,  as  they  had  done  in  filling  irp 
tHher  places. 

Mt-.  ^f/6tf7^ce  assured  the  hon.  mem* 
iier  that  he  bad  not  tised  the  expressron 
^ith  the  intention  of  conveying  reproach 
to  the  members  of  his  majesty's  govern* 
ment. 

Mr.  W*  Smith  did  not  despair  of  seeing, 
h)  a  very  fewyears,  a  total  extinction  of  this 
odious  traffic.  When  he  considered  how 
many  years  had  been  necessary,  even  in 
this  enlightened  country,  to  make  the 
parliament  rtpe  for  the  abolition,  and  that 
teven  at  last,  m  1807,  after  twenty  years 
of  discussion,  it  required  all  the  efforts  of 
almost  every  member  in  thai  House,  who 
had  any  title  to  the  character  of  an  Orator 
or  a  statesman,  to  carry  the  act  through 
the  legislature,  he  could  not  be  surprised 
that  other  countries,  with  less  information 
on  the  subject,  should  not  do  in  a  few 
montlis  what  it  has  cost  England  so  many 
years  to  do.  He  was  pleased,  however, 
to  see  that  the  sovereigns  of  Russia,  Aus- 
tria, and  Prussia,  entertained  the  most 
enlightened  views  on  this  matter,  because 
in  governments  like  theirs,  much  de- 
pended on  the  will  of  the  sovereign.  He 
trusted  too,  that  the  prejudices  which, 
-according  to  the  memorial  of  the  duke  of 
Richelieu,,  still  existed  in  France  on  this 
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subject,  would  all  giv«  way  before  tii 
and  reason.  And  here  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  express  his  thorough  approbation 
of  the  zeal,  sincerity,  perseverance,  and 
ability  with  which  this  noble  lord  opposite 
had  condacted  the  negotiations  on  tbim 
subject  at  Aix4a-Chapette.  With  such 
earnestness  on  the  part  of  our  goveroncnt 
and  such  liberal  views  on  the  nart  of  the 
principal  continental  powersi  oe  did  nM 
despair  of  the  final  consammatioQ  of  bis 
hopes.  A  great  principle  declaratory  oC 
the  abominable  natui^ofthe  traffic,  had 
already  been  aniveraally  proclaimed ;  all 
that  remained  was,  to  denounce  thrviola- 
tion  of  that  principle  as  illegal.  All  would 
be  right  when  the  slave-trader  should  be 
not  merely  held  up  to  detestatisa  as  an 
inhuman  violator  of  the  law  of  natare, 
but  threatened  with  extermination  aa  a 
piratical  transgressor  of  the  laws  of  man. 

Mr»  l\/kirryat  observed,  that  the  couraa 
of  the  discussion  made  it  evident,  that  the 
chie^  if  not  the  only  difficalty  in  filling 
up  the  appointments  arose  from  the  iaaa« 
lubrity,  or  rather  pestilential  mortality  of 
the  climate  of  Sierra  Leone.  Havannah 
was  only  slightly  objected  to,  on  account 
of  the  salary ;  the  Braails  was  said  to  be 
anxiously  sought  after ;  but  Sierra  Leona 
with  its  superior  inducement  of  3,000/.  a 
year,  and  a  pension  of  1,5002.  after  seven 
yett'S  service,  could  not  tempt  one  appli- 
cant ;  and  no  wonder :  for  that  settlement 
had  been  justly  called  the  grave  of  Euro- 
peans. Any  man  who  read  the  despatch 
of  sir  James  ¥eo  would  see  at  ooce  ths 
grounds  of  that  rational  panic  which  pre- 
vailed in  this  country  on  the  B«A;|Cct  of 
that  frightful  climate.  Why  ooidd  not 
some  more  healthy  spot,  on  the  Gold 
Coast  for  instance,  be  choaaa  for  the  seat 
of  the  coBMoission.  Besidea  the  iaaalu* 
brity  of  the  climate.  Sierra  Leone  waa 
open  to  another  obgectton,  as  the  seat  of 
Judicature  on  captured  slave-ships,  it  waa 
necessary  now  for  almost  every  captor, 
with  its  cBptared  ship,  to  beat  up  to  wind* 
ward  during  a  six-weeks  voyage,  which 
frequently  produced  a  loss  of  oneHeoth  of 
the  crew. 

The  Attorney  General  observed,  that 
when  the  treaty  referred  to  waa  made,  it 
was  impossible  to  carry  it  into  effect  nntM 
it  was  ratified  by  parhament.  Aiier  the 
ratification«of  it  by  parliament,  there  was 
considerable  difficulty  to  obtain- persona 
properiy  qualified ;  and  if  it  waa  at  any 
time  important  to  carry  die  law  into  pro- 
per offecti  it  was  pecuUariy  ao  at  the  out- 
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#et  Ithvdbeen  said,  that  common  law 
ofRcenr mfgftt  bare  beeh  applied  to;  in 
ftct»  they  were  applied  to,  but  had  as 
Ifttfe  taste  finr  the  gituation  of  commis- 
afoners  as  gentlemen  of  the  Admiralty 
eouit.  He  could  say,  that  no  delay  had 
taken  place  on  (I)e  part  of  governmcnty  io 
endeavouring  to  obtain  proper  persons  to 
t\\  the  ritmitfon  of  commissioneiis.  AN 
though  no  man  held  the  Slave  trade  in 
iireater  detestation  than  he  did,  or  would 
Ee  ttkovt  ^eady  to  punish  those  who  car- 
ried It  0D9  yet  he  must  say,  that  some 
gentlemen,  not  in  that  House,  had  from 
tbehr  2e$l  to  suppress  it  violated  all  law. 

Mr.  Wytin  coufd  not  agree  in  thinking 
that  the  ^^overnment  had  not  the  power  of 
enterhig  mto  ar  consideration  of  the  proper 
persons  to  act  as  commissioners  Defore 
the  treaty  was  ratified  by  parliament.  The 
Rouse  had  been  told  of  the  difiTculty 
uliich  oecasfoned  the  delay  in  appointing 
a  Commissioner  for  Sierre  Leone ;  but  the 
delay  in  appointing  one  for  the  Brazils 
Kad  not  been  accounted  for.  He  should 
feel  satisfied  if  the  effect  of  the  motion 
would  be  to  expedite  the  appointments 
even  now. 

Lord  Cattlereagh  informed  the  hon. 
gentleman  that  tne  motion  would  not 
produce  such  an  effect,  because  the  busi- 
ness was  already  in  progress,  and  ever^ 
possible  means  had  been  taken  to  for- 
ward ir. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 
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Mondajjft  February  ^2* 

LiBBir  Act— Petition  of  RumASD 
Cablilb^]  Mr*  AMerouin  WaMman 
nrcaented  a  Petition  froaa  BadMrd  Car*' 
(i]e»  bookseller  of  Fleet^treet*  coropiain- 
in^  that  he  had  beeftvexatioosly  arrested 
and  impsisonedy  ior  selling  osriain  piibh'« 
^iooSi  at  the  tfme  that  an  iDdietoMnt 
had  also  baid  laidagaioal  Inib.  He  prayed 
tot  ralia^  and  the  repeal  of  the  gnevona 
)iw  tmter  whieh  he  liad  sufleted*  0*  pr^* 
sauting  cilia  petitioo,  the  worthy  alaer 


Grdat  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parlia- 
ment assembled. — The    petition    of 
Richard  CarlilCt  of  Fleet-street,  ia 
the  City  of  London,  Bookseller. 
*•  Humbly  sheweth ;— That  your  Peti- 
tioner in  consequence  of  a  bill  brought 
into  your  honourable  House  by  his  ma- 
jesty sth€fn  attorney  general,  sir  Vicar^ 
Gibbs,  intituled,  '  An  act  to  enable  his 
*  majesty  to  hold  to  bail  in  cases  of  libel,* 
has  repeatedly  been  exposed  to  a  frivolous 
and  vexatious  arrest. 

^  That  your  petitioner,  on  or  about  the 
14th  of  August,  1817»  was  arrested  on 
the  authority  of  three  warrants  issued  by 
Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  on  the  oath  of  one 
Griffin  Swanson,  a  common  informer,  wlio 
deposed,  that  your  petitioner  had  pub- 
lished three  several  impious  amt  profane 
libels.  That  pursuant  to  that  arrest,  your 
petitioner  was  committed  to  the  Kiog^s- 
bench  prison  by  Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  in 
default  of  bail  required  on  the  three  several 
warrants.  That  your  petitioner  was  con- 
fined in  the  aforesaid  prison  until  the 
20th  December,  of  the  year  aforesaid, 
when  he  was  liberated  on  bis  own  recog- 
nizances, without  any  opportunity  of  Jus- 
tifying his  conduct  before  a  jury  of  hfs 
countrymen,  or  rescuing  his  character 
fromthereproach  which  had  wantonly  been 
heaped  upon  it. 

"  That  your  petitioner  on  the  16th  of 
January,  in  the  present  3<ear,  was  informed 
that  a  bill  of  indictment  had  been  found 
against  him,  by  the  grand  jury  then  sitting 
at  the  Old  Bailey  sessions,  on  the  oath  of 
one  Charles  Jones,  a  common  informer^ 
who  deposed  also  that  your  petitioner  had 
published  a  certain  impious  and  pro£Eihe 
libel,  intituled  'The Theological  Works  of 
*Thomas  Paine,^  and  that  your  petitioner 
to  prevent  an  arrest,  did  put  in  bail  to  ap- 
pear and  answer  to  such  charge.  That  on  the 
19th 'of  January  in  the  year  last  aforesaid 
your  petitioner  having  found  that  a  writ 
of  Certiorari  had  been  obtained  to  remove 
the  said  indictment  into  the  court  of 
Kingfs  bench,  your  petitioner  caused  a 
notice  to  be  served  on  the  proper  parties 
that  your  petitioner  would  appear  in  the 


«Me;  batthlpelilion  k«v»g  been  plae.4    '!«  foUowing  (Hdary)  term,  and  «liert 
bbi« hwd  foMbe  f^ffo^  Sf  being  sub.    "°J *f.'«  '"J"*".  »»  »"'='•  '"f ?  T«,   ~ 

Hbe  PetitiM  m*  then  read,  andi*  a* 


<*  Tvtfte  Ronotnrable  the  Commona  of 
(VOLeXJUUlL) 


;  that  might  then  and  there  be  preferred 

'  against  him  and  put'  in  such  bail  as  the 

court  may  require.    That  your  petitioner 

did  accordingly  put  in  bail  to  appear  and 

answer  to  the  said  indictment,  and  also  to 
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an  information  which  had  been  filed  ^x  i  Sir  Joseph  Yorkemid^  it  had  long  beea 
efficiog  against  the  said  pubh'cation  by  his  a  matter  of  very  doubt&I  curiosity^  whe- 
fnajesty's  attorney    general,  sir   Samuel    ^'^  "  '       '^'  '^'         "^~ 

Shepherd,  knt.,  and  your  petitioner  left 
the  court  with  an  idea  that  he  had  fully 
satisfied  the  prosecuting  parties  of  his 
appearance  to  defend  his  intentions  in 
publishing  the  said  alleged  libel. 

"  And  further  sheweth,that  your  peti- 
tioner, conscious  of  the  rectitude  ot  his 
intentions,  did  continue  the  sale  of  the  said 
alleged  libel,  thinking  that  theoath  of  a  com* 
mon  informer  was  not  sufficient  authority 
to  induce  your  petitioner  to  put  the  con^ 
atcuction  of  ah  impious  and  profane  libel 
on  the  said  publication,  and  intended  to 
have  continued  the  sale  of  the  said  publi- 
cation until  your  petitioner  should  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  submitting  the  said 
publication  and  his  intentions  for  publish- 
ing it,  to  a  jury  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

''That  your  petitioner,  to  his  great 
surprise  and  injury,  was  again  arrested  on 
the  11th  of  February  in  the  present  year 
aforesaid,  on  a  warrant  issued  by  the  lord 
chief  justice  Abbott,  which  warrant, 
amongst  other  things,  sets  forth  on  the 
affidavit  of  George  Prichard  and  Thomas 
Fair,  that  your  petitioner  had  been  pro- 
ceeded against  by  an  indictment  for  the 
■aid  publication,  that  your  petitioner  had 
entered  into  recognizance  to  plead  to  the 
aaid.  indictment,  but  that  since  your  peti- 
tioner had  entered  into  the  said  recogni- 
zance, your  petitioner  *  had  sold  another 
copy  of  the  said  libel,  for  which  last  men- 
tioned ofience  the  said  George  Prichard 
intends  to  prosecute.'  That  your  peti^ 
ttoner  was  brought  before  Mr.  Justice 
Holroyd,  at  his  chambers  in  Serjeants'  Inn 
Chancery  lane,  and  by  him  committed  on 
the  said  1 1th  of  February,  to  his  majesty's 
gaol  of  Newgate. 

"  And  your  petitioner  further  prayeth 
that  your  honourable  House  will  of  its 
wisdom  take  into  consideration  the  ne- 
cessity of  repealing  the  said  grievous  and 
oppressive  law  which  by  its  provisions 
enables  the  common  informer  or  perjured 
villain,  with  the  aid  of  a  partial  judge,  to 
harass  and  injare  his  majesty's  unoffend- 
ing subjects.  And  as  in  duty  bound, 
your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  Ac. 

<<  Richard  Car&ilk.'' 
Ordered  to  h'e  on  the  table. 


Chimney  Sweepers  Regulation 
Rill.]  Mr.  Bennet  having  moved  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of 
this  bill^ 


ther  a  smoky  chimney,  or  a  scolding 
were  the  greatest  evil;  but  oo  that .nifht, 
perhaps,   the  question  would  be  setUed. 
Whatever  the  character  of  the  hon.  mover 
might  be  for  philanthropy  and  humanity^ 
he  certainly  took  leave  to  say,   that  he 
yielded  not  to  him  a  single  iota  in  the  po»- 
session  of  either.    Out  of  the  doora  of 
that  House,   no  doubt  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's name   was  associated   with  auch 
virtues;   but  however  that  might  be,  he 
f  sir  J.  Yorke)  felt  conscious  that  he  in* 
dulged  no  feeling  contrary  to  either  bene- 
volence or  humanity.    If  the  treatment  of 
climbing  boys  were  of  such  a  cruel  nature 
as  to  require  the  interference  of  legislative 
restriction,  he  would  by  no  means  object 
to  it.    But  to  do  away  an  ancient  trade» 
when  the  want  of  employment  had  been 
so  much  complained  of,  did  really  excite 
in  him    considerable    surprise.      If   the 
Solons  of  the  times  wished  to  prevent  the 
necessary  waste  of  human  life,  he  did  not 
know  how  the  present  legislators  would 
be  able  to  provide  for  the  increased  pro- 
pagation of  the  human  species,   which 
they  seemed  so  earnestly  to  recommend. 
It  would  be  evidently  bad  to  throw  young 
boys  upon  the  parishes,   and  not  only 
thereby  increase  the  poor-rates,  but  lay 
them  open  to  every  temptation,  and  pro- 
mote their  progress  in  the  career  of  cnme. 
If,   however,   machines  were  capable  of 
sweeping  all  classes  of  flues,   he  thought 
they  would  necessarily  force  their  way 
into  general  use,  and  be  employed  in  place 
of  boys.    But  he  called  upon  the  hon. 
mover  to  state,  if  the  fact  had  been  made 
out,  that  machinery  could  so  operate  ? 
Several  of  the  fire-offices  were  against  Che 
use  of  machinery;  and  as  to  the  matter 
chimney  sweepers,   whom  be  held  in  his 
hand;— [a  laugh]— well,    then,    if  the 
House  would  have  it  aay  their  opinioim, 
were  in  general  also  decisively  against  it. 
The  dhrectors  of  the  Bank  of  Bn^aodhadl 
given  directions  to  two  principal  wvenlora 
of  naehiaery  to  try  their  practicability  oir 
the  chimneya  of  the  Bank ;  but  its  mcBtw 
was  confined  to  a  very  few  of  them  indeed. 
One  great  evil  f n  the  use  of  maohieery 
was  its  pargetting  the  raortar  of  the  iuea,* 
and  thereby  very  often  rendering  it  neces- 
sary to  take  them  do«n-*no  very  pleasant 
thing  to  those  who  were  fond  of  domestie 
conwDrta.'     Gentlemen  might  not  know 
what  pargetting  meant,  but  if  they  bad> 
to  take  down  a  whole  stack  of.  ohiiiipeya^ 
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'they  woM  find  it  rather  an  expensive  and 
.  UDpIeasant  job.  Where  the  flues  were 
not  covered  at  the  top,  to  prevent  the 
raia  from  inundating  a  man's  house,  the 
use  of  machinery  could  never  become 
practically  valuable.  The  House  seemed 
to  be  amused  at  what  he  said,  but  he 
begged  most  seriously  to  impress  it  upon 
!8uch  gentlemen  as  had  houses  of  O^eir 
own,  that  if  the  mortar  were  to  be  stripped 
off  the  flues,  and,  in  cases  of  fire,  if  they 
Were  compelled  to  go  upon  the  roofs  of 
their  houses  and  strip  off  the  tiles  in  order 
to  quench  the  flames,  whether  in  such  a 
case  they  would  like  to  have  the  lead  of 
the  gutters  stolen,  exclusive  of  all  the 
other  inconvenieneies  to  which  it  would 
subject  them,  of  being  obliged  to  call  in 
carpenters,  slaters,  and  plumbers,  at  a 
very  formidable  expense  ?  But  all  this 
Would  certainly  be  the  result  of  the  use 
of  machinery.  Gentlemen  should  take  a 
look  at  such  points  before  the  bill  went  to 
the  other  House»  where  it  would  no  doubt 
meet  its  quietus.  And  further,  the  bill 
did  not  say,  in  the  event  of  a  stack  of 
*  chimneys  falling  in,  when  machinery  had 
been  used  to  sweep  them,  upon  whom  the 
expense  was  to  devolve  ?  Whether  upon 
the'  ground  landlord,  the  intermediate 
tenants,  or  the  party  in  actual  possession. 
The  flues,  however,  were  the  nice  point 
io  be  touched ;  and  he  hoped  that  gentle- 
men would  reflect  upon  the  present  bill, 
and  treat  it  as  they  had  formerly  done  the 
pewter- pot  bill.  It  was  a  pleasant  thing 
to  see  so  full  a  House,  when  his  majesty's 
attorney-general  had  one  great  subject  to 
introduce:  and  another  gentleman  op- 
posite another  great  subject,  uppn  which 
no  doubt  he  would  make  a  very  fine  speech. 
But  the  fulness  of  the  House  would  also 
be  beneficial  to  the  discussion  of  the  pre- 
sent bill ;  for  the  hon.  mover  would  dis- 
cover that  every  humane  gentleman  could 
not  compel  the  House  to  the  adoption  of 
whatever  plans  he  pleased.  It  should  be 
told  that  gentleman— <<  nothing  on  com- 
pulsion have,"  and  he  hoped  it  would  be 
verified  that  night. .  The  non.  member  for 
Bramber  had  said,  that  nothing  could  get 
fid  of  a  prejudice  but  an  act  of  parliament, 
as  was  the  case  with  regard  to  the  slave 
trade  and  the  small  pox.  But  if  a  san- 
guinary war  arose  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  he  should  be  glad  to  know  how  an 
act  of  parliament  could  be  said  to  operate 
against  such  a  prejudice?  FHear,  and 
m  laugh^  Why,  war  after  all  was  called 
A  prejudice,    or  an  e\il|   aud  surely  the 


gravest  j;entleman  would  not  deny  that 
evil  was  a  bad  thing  ?  Besides,  he  had 
noticed  another  strange  defect  in  the  IfiU 
in  its  bad  grammar^  and  he  should  there- 
fore move,  "  that  it  be  recommitted.** 
Why  should  such  a  bill  pass?  What 
merit  had  it  to  boast  of?  For  as  to  the 
humanity  which  was  so  much  the  fashion 
Io  be  talking  about,  he  begged  to  enter 
his  most  solemn  protest  against  lU  It  was 
half  spurious  at  least.  But  he  would  nut 
further  detain  the  House.  He  w.as  obliged 
for  the  patience  and  good  humour  with 
which  he  had  been  heard,  and  should 
conclude  with  moving  that  the  bill  be  read 
a  third  time  on  that  day  three  months. 

Mr.  ^Ommaney  opposed  the  bill,  be- 
cause it  would  deprive  many  people  of 
employment,  and  throw  a  number  of 
young  persons  on  the  parishes.  As  to  the 
opinion  of  the  fire-offices,  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  paper  which  showed  that  a  sub- 
scription to  the  amount  of  120/.  had  been 
entered  into  by.  several  fire-offices  for  the 
purpose  of  suppressing  the  bill.  Tlie  boys 
generally  employed  in  this  profusion  were 
not  the  children  of  poor  persons,  but  the 
children  of  rich  men,  begotten  in  an  im- 
proper manner. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  reply  to  the  general  argu- 
ments that  had  been  urged  acainst  the 
bill,  thoroughly  and  repeatedly  as  the 
subject  had  been  discussed.  He  wished^ 
however,  to  say  a  few  words  on  what  had 
just  fallen  from  an  hon.  gentleman  re- 
specting the  disposition  of  the  fire  offices. 
He  had  that  morning  read  the  various 
depositions  on  the  subject  on  oath.  In 
them  it  was  distinctly  declared,  and  espe- 
cially by  Mr.  Jones,  one  of  the  secretaries, 
that  the  money  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  been  subscribed,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  the  bill,  but 
in  order  to  enable  the  matter  to  be  inves- 
tigated. As  to  tlic  assertion  made  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  of  the  source  whence  the 
master  chimney  sweepers  were  supplied 
with  their  apprentices,  he  was  sure  the 
House  would  a^^rce  with  him,  that  if  those 
unfortunate  little  beings  were  chiefly  ille- 
gitimate and  unprotected  chifdren,  it  was 
an  additional  reason  for  affording  thcni 
legislative  care. 

Mr.  Wilson  remarked,  that  what  the 
hon.  member  had  said  respecting  the  de- 
claration of  Mr.  Jones,  was  perfectly 
correct.  It  was  true  that  Mr.  Jones  gave 
the  money  for  the  purpose  stated  by  the 
hon.  gentleman,  and  that  itbadbecuiub* 
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importance :  it  was  connecUd  closely 
with  the  constitutional  law  of  the  country 
and  it  canoe  home  to  the  most  powerful 
feelings  of  a  pepplej  who*  while  labouring 
under  their  Durthens,  were  insulted  by 
such  expressions  as  those  tp  which  tb() 
noble  Iprd  had  resorted.  The  right  Kon« 
gentleman  concluded  with  proposing  his 
aroendfnent. 

Mr.  Peel  observed,  that  be  felt  as  any 
man  ought,  the  disadvantage  of  immedi- 
ately succeedio£  the  eminently  able  indi- 
vidual, who  had  just  addressed  the  Com* 
xnittee.  He  would  not  follow  the  right 
hon..  gentleman  into  all  the  parts  of  his 
speech,  embracing  as  it  did,  observations 
op  all  the  resolutions  .before  the  commit- 
t^.  He  was  anxious,  however,  to  say  a. 
few  words  in  reply ;  and  be  o&red  him- 
self thus  early  to  the  notice  of  the  com- 
nqittee,  because  he.  wa({  conscious  of  his 
own  inabilitv  to  command  attention,  if  he 
postponed  the  few  observations  which  he 
liad  to  make  till  its  patience  had  been 
exhausted  with  the  length  of  the  debate. 
Notwithst^pding  the  d&splay  of  ingenuity 
n^de  by  the  right  hoin,  gentleman,  aot« 
w:iihstanding.thjp  cl^enesa  with  which  he 
hud  discussed  the  .subject,  and  the  great 
knowledge  he  pos9e3sed  on  all  such  ques* 
tipns  as  the  present,  he  still  retained  the 
opinion  with  which  lie  came  down  to  the 
House,  namely,  that  the  privy  purse  could 
not  with  propriety  be  applied  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  custos  of  the  king^ 
person.  He  was  stilU  of  opinion,  that  the 
proposition  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
so  far  as  regarded  its  principle,  implied  an 
unreasonable  and  unjustifiable  interference 
with  a  fund  to  which  parliament  ought 
not  to  resort :  that,  so  far  as  regarded  the 
particular  case  in  .which  the  principle  was 
applied,  and  the  use  for  which  the  money 
was  to  be  taken,  it  was  indelicate  and  un- 
generous, and  that  as  far  as  it  involved  a 
violation  of  private  propertv,  and  of  vested 
rights,  it  woidd  authorize  the  greatest  in- 
justice, and  lead  to  the  greatest  dangers, 
without  being  in  the  least  redeemed  by 
tbe  fordid  gain  that  might  accrue  from 
the  poltrv  saving.  Tbe  right  hon.  gentle- 
man in  the  course  of  his  speech,  h^d  di- 
rected his  sallies  against  ministers,  for 
measures  unconnected  with  the  present. 
Into  such  topics  he  would  not  follow  him, 
but  allow  their  defence  to  be  made  by 
others  more  competent  t«)  the  undertaking. 
He  would  endeavour  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion with  moderation  and  calmness ;  and 
in  replying  to  a  speech  where  the  right 
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hoQ.  gentleman  had  promised  a  spirit  and 
a,  temper  of  discussion  which  he  had  not 
steadily  maintained,  he  would  attend  to 
his  argument,  rather  than  endeavour  to 
iqnitate  his  example.      He  was  far  from 
comparing   himself  with  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  for  knowledge  or  tsdent ;  he 
was  conscious  of  his  own  immense  infe- 
riority, and  of  his  inability  to  contend 
with  him,  unless  he  derived  strength  from 
his  cause.     '*  Infelix  et.iropar  congressus 
Achilli/'      But  though  thus  unequal  in 
power,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  enter  the 
lists,  and  anticipated  success  in  replying 
to  the  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man*   The  right  hon,  gentleman. had  truly 
said«  that  for  the  purposes  of  this  argu- 
ment, it  was  necessary  to  define  what  was 
called  the  privy  purse ;  but,  in  entering 
into  a  history  of  it,  he  had  made  state- 
ments on  which  a  part  of  the  fallacy  of 
his  reasoning  depended.     The  act  of  the 
first  of  the  king,  which  settled  the  civil 
list,  had  been  stated  by  him  and  truW,  as 
making  no  allusion  to  any  head  of  ex- 
pensOft  or  any  fund  called  the  privy  purse. 
The  acts  of  the  39th  and  40th  of  the  king 
had,  according  to  the  right,  hon.  gentle- 
nian,  mentioned  the  privy  purse,  but  had 
fixed  it  at  no  definite  sum.   ^*  That  sum,** 
said  he  (Mr.  Tiemey),  **  was  not  men- 
tioned till  the  51st  of  the  king,  or  the 
year  1811."      Now  in  these  statements 
there  were  several  misstatements  offsets. 
If  it  should  be  made  appear  that  a  distinct 
parliameptary  grant  was  made  and  recog- 
nised before  1811,  under  the  head  of  privy 
purse ;  if  that  grant  was  the  same  as  now, 
namely,  60,000/. ;  and  if  after  the  act  of 
1811  parliament  had  again  confirmed  and 
determined  it,  he  would  ask,  would  not  an 
interference  with  it  be  a  violation  of  pri- 
vate property  ?    Now  he  would  only  beg 
leave  to  remind  the  righ  t  bon.  gentleman  and 
the  committee,  that  there  was  such  an  al- 
lowaooe  before  the  act  of  1811 :  that  be- 
tween the  1st  of  the  king  or  the  year  1760, 
and  the  51st  or  1811,  Mr.  Burke's  bill  re- 
gulating the  civil  list  had  passed;  and  in 
that  bill,  which  received  the  sanction  of 
law  in  1782,  a  head  of  expense,  under  the 
title  of  privy  pur^e,  was  distinctly  recog- 
nised.     That  bill  directed  that  esUmatei 
should  be  made  out  of  the  different  ex- 
penses with  which  the  civil  list  was  bur- 
theaed,   and  in  these  estimates  was  in- 
cluded the  sum  of  60,000/.  for  a  privy 
parse.      Nay,  more,  thia  grant  was  dis- 
tmcUy  admitted  by  parliament,  in  the  in- 
terval between  the,  passing  of  the  act  of 
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1782,  and  the  year  181 1.      In  that  inter- 
val, the  king  had  been  subject  to  the  aame 
malady  with  which  he  was  now  afflicted ; 
and  a  bill  was  introduced  in  the  29tb  of 
hii  reign,  for  the  care  and  custody  of  his 
person,  which  had  not  indeed  passed  into 
a  law  before  hishappy  recovery,  but  which 
had  distinctly  recognised  a  privy  purse. 
He  mieht  refer  to  the  resolutions  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, OQ  which  resolutions  that  bill  was 
founded,  as  conclusive  evidence  on  the 
Bubject.      One  of  these  resolutions,  was 
that  the  power  of  the  Regent  appointed 
to  administer  the  government,  should  not 
extend  over  the  priv^  purse,  or  interfere 
with  his  majesty's  private  property,  unless 
with  the  single  exception    of  renewing 
leases.      This  same  set  of  resolutions  di- 
rected, that  60,0(XV.  should  be  given  an- 
nually to  the  keeper  of  his  majesty's  privy 
purse,  to  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  his  ma- 
jesty.   It  stated  the  heads  of  some  of  the 
charges  upon  it :  the  sum  of  12,000/.  was 
directed  to  be  given  as  wages  or  pensionis 
to  the  old  servants  of  the  king,  who  were 
the  objects  of  his  bounty;  other  sums  were 
destined  for  charitable  purposes ;  and  the 
surplus  was  ordered  to  be  handed  ever  to 
commissioners,  to  be  invested  in  the  pub- 
lic Amds  for  the  ase  of  his  majesty.   Thus, 
before  the  year  1811,  a  privy  purse  was 
distinctly  recognised  by  the  legislature, 
and  the  act  of  that  year  did  nothing  but 
repeal  the  provisions  of  former   grants. 
But  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  argued, 
that  in  the  act  of  the  52d  of  the  king,  par- 
liament had  interfered  With  that  fund,  and 
consequently  had  not  treated  it  as  private 
property,  which  it  would  be  improper  to 
interfere   with  on  the  present  occasion. 
He  grounded  this  argument  on  the  fact  of 
the  act,  which  not  only  directed  the  j[>en- 
aions  and  charities  with  which  his  majesty 
himself  had  burthened  the  fund,  to  be  paid 
out  of  it,  but  had  ordered  that  the  fees  of 
physicians  and  all  the  medical  expenses 
should  be  defrayed  from  the  same  source. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  quoted  the 
Words  of  the  act,  which  stated  tblit  '<  it 
was  reasonable*'  the  physicians  should  so 
be  paid ;  and  if  it  was  reasonable  that  Ihey 
should  be  so  paid  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
tnan  asked  why  the  euit09  ought  not  to  be 
paid  in  the  same  manner.    He  would  tell 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  that  there  were 
two  reasons  why  the  medical  attendiants 
were  paid  out  of  the  Jp^i^  pune  rartier 
than  out  of  any  other  rund,  and  those  rea- 
Mns  did  not  apply  to  the  ciritat.     In  the 
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first  place,  his  majesty  was  always  able, 
and  would  always  have  been  willing,  to 
pay  his  medical  attendants,  out  of  his  pri- 
vate property.     Parliament,  in  this  case, 
merely  acted  as  the  interpreter  of  liis  ma- 
jesty's wishes.     And  why  did  not  the  act 
of  1811  order  the  physicians  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  privy  purse,  as  the  act  of  1812 
did  f  The  reason  was  plain,  on  this  suppo- 
sition—at the  first  period  mentioned,  hopes 
were  entertained  ot  his  majesty's  recovery, 
and  the  remuneration  of  his  physicians  for 
their  attendance  on  him  was  left  to  himself; 
bat  in  1812,  when  the  unrestricted  re- 
gency commenced,  the  hopes  of  his  re- 
covery were  very  much  diminished ;  and 
accordingly,  by  the  act  of  that  year,  the 
privy  purse   was  permanently  burdened 
with  the  expense  of  physicians.     Thus 
could  it  be  explained  why  parliament  in- 
terfered in  1812  with  the  pnvy  purse,  for 
the  payment  of  the   king's  medical  at- 
tendants, without  authorizing  a   similar 
interference  now,   for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  ca^/o^.    If  the  principle  was 
the  same  in  both  cases,  why  did  not  par- 
liament, in  1812,  charge  the  expenses  of 
the  cu»to$  on  the  same  fund  ?    Why  did 
not  this  right  hon.  gentleman  come  for- 
ward with  his  proposition  then  ?  Why  did 
he  not  urge  then  the  arguments  whicn  the 
House  had  heard  to-night  ?  Why  did  not 
he,  and  the  firiends  with  whom  he  acted, 
orge  the  House  then  to  grant  the  10,000^ 
to  the  ^ueen,   out  of  the  privy  purse? 
They  might  not  have  succeeded  in  per- 
suading parliament  to  adopt  their  views 
then,  any  more  than  he  hoped  they  would 
do  now ;  but  they  might,  at  least,  have 
recotded  their  opinions  on  the  Journals  of 
the    House.    But  what  was  the  course 
which  the  gentlemen  in  opposition  then 

Sursued  I  It  would  be  recollected  that 
f r.  Perceval  then  proposed  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  civil  list,  and  particu- 
larly  the  disposal  of  the  privy  purse.  In 
that  committee  were  included  the  names 
of  two  gentlemen  who  could  never  be 
mentioned  in  that  House  without  respect; 
one  ef  them  a  man  of  striking  eloouence^ 
of  great  talents,  and  long  distinguisned  for 
his  opposition  to  his  majesty's  ministers ; 
but  they  refused  to  act.  Mr.  Sheridan  and 
Mr.  Adam  considered  the  privy  purse  as 
•o  private,  fto  sacred,  and  so  inviolable  a 
fond,  thattheycould  not  induce  themselves 
to  inquire  into  it  [loud  cheers].  ^'  If,"  said 
Mr.  Ftd,  ^*  what  I  have  heard  firom  the 
dther  side  be  meant  as  a  cheer  of  derision 
at  the  name  of  Mft  Sheridani  I  must  say 


58S]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

that  I  could  not  expect  such  an  expres- 
sion towards  an  individual  who  was  one  of 
the  most  able  supporters  the  party  from 
which  it  proceeded  ever  had  the  honour 
to  possess,  while  he  was,  by  universal  con- 
fession,  one  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of 
whom  that  House  and  the  British  empire 
ever  had  reason  to  be  proud."  Why  did 
the  members  of  opposition,  then,  not  sup- 
port the  necessity  of  inquiry  against  the 
two  right  hon.  gentlemen  whom  he  had 
mentioned  ^  Why  did  they  then  not  come 
forward  and  expose  the  errors  of  their 
friends?  Why  did  they  not  boldly  ad- 
vance, and  declare,  that  *<  so  far  from 
considering  the  privy  purse  as  a  sacred 
fund,  clothed  with  the  rights  of  private 
property,  we  shall  institute  the  strictest 
inquiry  into  its  past  disposal,  and  take 
the  utmost  freedom  with  its  future  desti- 
nation :  not  only  the'  physicians  should 
be  paid  out  -of  it,  but  *  it  is  reasonable' 
that  the  expenses  of  the  custos  also 
should  be  charged  upon  it."  But  to  show 
that  the  cusios  ought  not  to  be  paid  out  of 
it,  though  the  physicians  might,  let  the 
House  consider  the  nature  of  the  oflBce. 
Was  it  not  one  of  great  dignity  and  au- 
thority i  Why,  otherwise,  appoint  a  coun- 
cil to  the  custoi,  of  the  highest  characters 
in  the  country  ?  Nay,  of  so  much  import- 
ance was  that  council  considered,  that  it 
was  proposed,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
when  the  first  regency  bill  was  introduced, 
that  tlie  royal idukes,  should  be  nominated 
members  of  it.  Did  noti  this  take  it  out 
of  the. character  of  one  of  those  offices 
which  could  be  supported  by  the  private 
funds  of  his  majesty,  and.  make  it  one  of 
importance  in  the  state  ?  If,  then,  when 
parties  ran  high,  it  was  never  proposed  to 
interfere  with  the  pri?y  purse,  for  a  pur- 
pose like  that  now  proposed  •— if  the 
60,000/.  was  then  a  sum  considered  as  pe- 
cuh'arly  appropriated  to  his  majesty  for 
his  private  use-*if  after  he  recovered  from 
his  former  malady,  he  saw  that  it  had 
been  held  sacred,  and  had  been  protected 
from  violation,  had  not  bis  majesty  a  right 
to  expect  .that  it  would  always  be  so ;  and 
that  hfl  was  at  full  liberty  to  dispose  of  it 
as  he  pleased,  without  the  possibility  of 
alteration  being  made  in  any  arrangements 
that  he  might  sanction  with  regard  to  it  i 
And  would  it  be  fair,  would  it  be  just,  to 
interfere  now,  to  disappoint  expectations 
so  reasonably  formed,  or  to  alter  disposi- 
tions made  on  such  prospects  of  perma* 
pency?  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
f  one  into  an  argument,  and  stated  a  dis* 
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tinction  to  which  his  noble  friend  had  not 
alluded.    The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
stated  that  the  funds  were  of  two  kinds ; 
60,000/.  accruing  from  the  grant  of  par- 
liament, and  10,000/.  from  the  revenue  of 
the  duchy  of  Lancaster.     The  amount 
was  thus  70,000/.;   but  what  were  the 
burdens  with  which  it  was  charged  ?  The 
payment    of    medical     attendance    was 
28,000/. ;  the  sums  given  in  pensions,  sa- 
laries, charities,  and  under  other  heads, 
by  his  majesty,  amounted  to  30,000/. ;  so 
that  here  58.000/.,  or  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  grant  of  parliament  (60,000/.)  was 
disposed  of.     If  these  charges  absorbed 
the  whole  of  the  60,000/.  granted  by  par- 
liament, except  2,000/.,  whence  were  the 
10,000/.  to  the  atstos  to  come^  Were  his 
allowances  to  be  imposed  upon  the  revenue 
of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  ?     But  these 
revenues  were  not  a  parliamentary  grant ; 
they  did  not  depend  upon  parliament  at 
all :   they  had  been  in  the  power  and  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Crown  ever  since  the 
reign   of  Edward  4th.     They    were  as 
clearly  private  property  as  the  estate  of 
any  gentleman  was  his  private  property. 
If,  then,  that  House  had  always  protected 
private  property— if  it  had  always  sup- 
ported vested  rights— if  even  when  the 
grant  had  taken  place  in  times  of  trouble 
and  disturbance,  it  guarded  it  from  viola- 
tion on  account  of  its  prescriptive  dura- 
tion, would  it  not  reject  a  proposition  like 
that  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  as  de- 
structive of  the  wise  and  just  principles 
on  which  it  had  formerly  acted  ?   Would 
it  not  do  so  with  the  more  alacrity,  when 
it  considered  that  the  privy  purse  was 
formerly  regarded  as  so  sacred  in   the 
most  stormy  periods   of  party  warfare, 
that  it  had  never  before  been  attempted  to 
be  violated  by  those  most  in  the  habit  ot 
opposing  ministers  ?   In  the  first  cliapter 
of  the  first  of  the  king,  the  act  was  found 
regulating  the  civil  list,  intituled  *<  An  Act 
for  the  Support  of  his  Majesty  *s  Household, 
and  of  tibe  Honour  and  Dignity  of  his 
Crown."    The  preamble  to  that  act,  which 
was  expressed  in  beautiful  and  affecting 
language,  stated  the  feelings  with  which 
his  majesty's  faithfid  Commons  of  those 
days  regarded  the  provisions  proper  to  be 
made  for  their  sovereign,  and  the  light  ia 
which  they  viewed  his  private  property. 
After  enumerating  certain  duties  granted 
for  the  support  of  his  majesty's  household, 
and  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  it  added, 
*'  and  whereas  your  majesty  has  been  gta* 
ciously  pleased  to  aignify  your  consent  to 
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your  faithful  Commons  in  parliament  as- 
sembled,  that  whenever  they  should  enter 
upon  the  consideration  of  making  provi- 
sion for  your  household,  and  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  your  Crown,  such  disposi- 
tion might  be  made  of  your  majesty's  in- 
terest in  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the 
Crown,  as  might  best  conduce  to  the  utility 
and  satisfaction  of  the  public,  thereby 
giving  the  most  substantial  proof  of  your 
tender  concern  for  the  welfare  of  your 
people,  and  that  the  same  is  superior  in 
your  royal  breast  to  all  other  considera- 
tions :  we  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  in  parliament  assembled,  with 
hearts  full  of  the  warmest  dut^  and  grati- 
tude, are  desirous  that  a  certain  and  com- 
petent revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  your  majesty's  civil  government,  and 
supporting  the  dignity  of  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain  during  your  life  Twhiph 
God  long  preserve),  may  be  settled  on 
your  majesty,  and  that  your  majesty  may 
be  enabled  to  make  an  honourable  provi- 
aion  for  the  royal  family,  as  a  testimony 
of  unfeigned  affiection  to  your  sacred  per- 
son, by  whose  happy  accession  to  the 
throne  your  majesty's  subjects  have  the 
strongest  assurance  that  the  religion, 
laws,  and  liberties  of  this  realm  will  be 
continued ;  and  that  they,  your  said  sub- 
jects, and  their  posterity,  may,  through 
the  Divine  goodness,  enjoy  every  blessing 
under  your  majesty's  auspicious  reign, 
have,  therefore,  freely  and  unanimously 
resolved  to  grant'^unto  you  our  most 
gracious  sovereign  lord  king  George 
the  third,  a  certaip  revenue,  payable,  SicJ' 
Tliis  was  a  part  of  the  preamble  of  the 
first  act  passed  in  his  majesty's  reign ;  and 
should  the  present  act  be  the  last,  God 
forbid  that  by  adopting  the  proposition  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  its  preamble 
should  form  a  contrast  to  the  loyal  and 
affectionate  preamble  which  he  had  quoted, 
and  should  run  thus :  *<  Whereas,  during 
your  majesty's  long  reign,  we  your  majes- 
ty's faithful  Commons  have  enjoyed, 
under  your  majesty,  the  protection  of  the 
religion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  this  reslm; 
and  whereas,  by  several  acts,  passed  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  your  majesty,  your  faith- 
ful Commons  granted  certain  revenues  for 
the  support  of  your  civil  establishment, 
part  or  which  it  has  resumed;  and 
whereas,  out  of  these  sums  no  granted,  a 
little  stiU  remains  at  the  disposal  of  your 
nugesty;  we  your  majesty's  faithful  Com- 
ivonsy  in  tbc  59i)i  year  of  your  reign,  ap- 


proach your  majesty's  sacred  person, 
begging  leave  to  appropriate  that  said 
reroainmg  revenue  for  other  purposes 
than  those  for  which  it  was  originally 
granted."  Would  the  House  of  Com- 
mons give  ground  for  a  preamble  like 
this?  Would  they  sanction  a  violation  of 
-private  property  to  support  a  public 
office?  Would  they  offer  to  his  mnjesty's^ 
Royal  son,  a  grant  from  a  fund  which  his^ 
Royal  Highness  thought  it  indelicate  to 
touch,  and  which  he  declared  he  would 
not  recejve  ? 

Mr.  Bankes" strong]  f  protested  against 
the  expressions  used  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  noble  lord's  speech,  respecting  the 
«<  infamy"  that  would  attach  to  the  cir- 
cumstance of  paying  the  cuftos  of  the 
king's  person  out  of  the  privy  purse ;  he 
denied  that  there  was  any  think  of  a  sa- 
cred character  appertaining  to  the  pro* 
perty  belonging  to  the  king,  and  ridiculed 
the  absurdity  of  supposing  that  any  thinr 
that  once  entered  the  king's  purse,  could 
never  be  touched  by  parliament.  Gen- 
tlemen might  differ  on  this  question,  with- 
out giving  cause  for  any  impeachment  of 
their  loyalty.  He  was  surprised,  for  the 
first  time  since  the  question  was  originated, 
to  hear  the  argument  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  who  had  just  sat  down,  and  of 
whose  talents  and  eloaueoce  there  could 
be  but  one  opinion  in  the  committee, 
going  to  this— that  the  10,000^.  was  to  be 
considered  as  private  properly,  and  there- 
fore not  to  be  within  legislative  control. 
If  he  was  to  believe  the  doctrines  of  his 
right  hon.  friend,  all  the  revenues  of  the 
Crown  must  have  formerly  been  private 
property.  The  duchy  of  Lancaster  was 
not  private  property,  as  was  seen  in  this, 
that  the  king  could  not  dispose  of  it.  The 
noble  lord  had  talked  a  great  deal  about 
producing  universal  alarm  in  the  country 
by  attacking  the  principle  of  private  pro« 
perty  fn  this  proposed  abstraction  from 
the  privy  purse,  and  he  ( Mr.  Bankes) 
had  not  been  a  little  surprised  at  that  ob- 
servation, because  only  about  a  week  ago 
in  the  committee,  as  well  indeed  as  in  his 
speech,  on  introducing  to  the  House  the 
subject  of  the  Windsor  establishment,  the 
noble  lord  had  not  touched  upon,  or  even 
hinted  at,  such  an  objection.  He  begged 
to  know  why  the  noble  lord,  or  those  who 
were  in  office  in  1812,  had  not  started  i.t. 
Yet  the  proposition  on  the  regency  then, 
was  considered  a  cabinet  measure,  and  the 
lord  chancellor  had  been, consulted  as  to 
the  law  of  the  question,  and  had  not  al- 
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luded  to  such  an  obstacle.  Did  it  never 
occur  to  them,  that  the  payment  of  the 
physicians  out  of  the  privy  purse  was 
•qually  an  infringement  upon  a  vested 
right?  Then,  however,  the  noble  lord 
indulged  in  no  fears  lest  the  country  should 
be  alarmed  at  the  unprecedented  invasion. 
If  it  were  an  invasion,  which  he  did  not 
admit,  at  least  it  now  was  precedented, 
for  he  could  discover  no  shade  of  difference 
between  the  proposal  now  made  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  and  that  which  parlia- 
ment had  carried  into  a  law  in  1812. 
The  two  cases  were  in  fact  most  strictly 
analogous.  The  noble  lord  had  used  large 
words  and  hard  words ;  bat  the  quotation 
with  which  he  had  concluded,  *'  Nolumus 
leges  Angliae  mutari,''  was  singularly  in- 
applicable ;  for  it  would  be  departing  from 
what  had  been  established  as  law  in  1812 
to  refuse  to  pay  the  10,000/.  out  of  the 
surplus  of  the  privy*  purse.  His  right  hon. 
friend  who  had  just  sat  down,  thought  that 
he  ur^ed  a  most  triumphant  argument, 
when  he  said,  that  parliament  had  never 
dreamed  of  taking  the  10,000/.  from  the 
privy-purse  during  the  life  of  the  queen ; 
but  he  (Mr.Bankes)  could  never  com- 
prehend why  it  had  not  been  so  deducted, 
even  in  1812.  It  seemed  the  only  proper 
fund  from  which  it  could  be  taken ;  and 
if  it  bad  not  then  been  suggested,  perhaps 
many  members  were  influenced  on  that 
point,  as  well  as  in  respect  to  the  amount, 
Dy  the  veneration  they  entertained  for  her 
majesty,  whose  domestic  virtues  had  so 
endeared  her  to  her  subjects.  The  grant 
of  10,0002.  at  that  time  was  deemed  extra* 
vagant  by  some ;  and  the  words  of  the 
preamble  of  the  Regency  bill  were  un- 
questionably absurd,  because  no  one  bad 
•ever  pretended  that  the  sum  was  given  for 
the  purpose  there  stated.  Mr.  Perceval 
liad  himself  stated  that  if  the  10,000/. 
^rere  not  given  to  the  queen  as  ciutos,  her 
Jnajesty  misht  perhaps  be  entitled  to  put 
in  a  claim  for  jointure,  so  that  the  nation 
was  a  gainer  by  the  grant.  He  hoped 
that  the  noble  lord  would  not  deem  him 
a  spoiler  of  private  property,  because 
be  voted  for  the  amendment;  but  he 
BiQSt  say,  in  conclusion,  that  from  what 
massed  only  a  week  ago,  he  had  been 
ittle  prepared  to  expect  that  the  noble 
'.  ord  would  pursue  the  line  of  argument 
he  had  that  evening  adopted. 

Mr.  iVUmot  considered  this  in  no  view 
a  question  of  economy,  but  of  positive 
law :  the  committee  were  not  called  upod 
to  decide  at  how  cheap  a  rate  they  could 
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oontract  to  keep  their  king,  but  whether, 
in  the  proposed  amendment,  it  would  not 
be  guilty  of  the  violation  of  a  vested  right. 
The  dignity  and  the  responsibility  of  the 
situation  of  cuHos^  convinced  him  that 
the  duke  of  York  could  be  contemplated 
in  no  other  light  than  as  a  public  officer, 
and  consequently ,  that  he  ought  to  be  paid 
by  the  public  Whether  10,000/.  a  year 
was  or  was  not  too  much,  was  not  the 
question:  the  point  in  difference  was, 
whether  the  country  ought  to  be  relieved 
in  the  mode  proposed,  by  requiring  par- 
liament to  dip  its  bands  into  the  pocket 
of  the  sovereign.  Notwithstanding  the 
distresses  of  the  tiroes,  he  by  no  means 
considered  the  10,000/.  as  too  much  for 
an  officer  of  such  vast  importance.  If 
even  the  remuneration  liad  been  greater, 
he  would  have  readily  given  his  consent 
to  it.  The  hon.  member  professed  his  in- 
dependence ;  stated  that  he  belonged  to 
BO  party,  but  that  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  give  bis  vote  in  favour  of  the  measure. 
He  was  a  strenuous  friend  to  economy ; 
but  while,  on  the  one  hand,  he  was  anxious 
for  the  relief  of  the  country,  he  was  on 
the  other  equally  anxious  that  there  should 
be  no  violation  of  the  faith  of  parliament ; 
and  he  contended  that  it  would  be  a  most 
dangerous  precedent  were  the  legislature 
to  interfere  with  admitted  private  right. 

Mr.  MarHn^  of  Galway,  begged  to  be 
understood  as  cavilling  with  no  unintelli- 
gible proposition.  What  he  sought,  and 
what  he  was  determined  upon  was,  to  give 
to  the  duke  of  York  for  the  responsible  da- 
ties  which  he  undertook,  not  an  ambi- 
guous claim  on  his  lather's  property,  but 
a  solid  and  substantiid  grant  of  10,000/. 
per  annum ;  because  he  thought  his  royal 
highness  deserved  it.  He  offered  it  on 
the  part  of  his  constituents,  and  if  he  took 
it  out  of  the  privy  purse,  it  would  not  be 
given  in  the  way  which  his  constituents 
desired.    Was  it  fit  to  give  awaj  the  pro- 

{>erty  of  another?  Ought  mmisters  to 
isten  to  those  who  told  them  ^*  commit  a 
robbery,  and  we  will  lend  you  our  assist- 
ance." He  would  be  bound  to  say,  that 
if  the  subject  were  fiiirly  canvassed  at 
Covent-gafden  huMings,  the  whole  multi- 
tude would  concur  in  the  justice  of  the 
vote.  He  was  not  alraid  of  saying  so ; 
he  knew  that  a  geneiml  election  was  near, 
but  he  vras  persuaded  that  be  only  spoke 
the  national  sentiment.         ^ 

Mr.  Protheroe  differed  entirely  from 
the  hoD.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  bat 
one.    It  icaa  impossible,  in  considering 


dB9] 


Windsor  EtiaUithmint. 


Fbs.  22,  1£^19. 


[590 


tl^U  qoestfooi  not  to  advert  to  the. actual 
state  of  the  country,  aad  to  remember 
that  every  possible  saving  of  the  national 
expenditure  was  a  duty.  He  would .  wil- 
lingly have  given  his  support  to  the  noble 
lord,  if  he  had  been  convinced  that  private 
properly  would  be  violated,  or  private 
rights  invaded,  by  the  amendment*  The 
communication  which  the  noble  lord  had 
made  from^be  duke  of  York  was  of  a 
most  extraordinary  nature;  it  had  always 
been  considered  a  gross  breach  of  privif- 
lege  in  any  member  to  attempt  to  influ- 
ence the  votes  of  the  House,  by  employ- 
ing the  name  of  the  sovereign;  and  surely 
the  threat  held  out  by  the  duke  of  York 
could  be  held  scarcely  less  a  breach  of 
privilege,  if  indeed  it  ought  not  to  be 
viewed  in  the  Ught  of  an  insult.  It  had 
been  said,  that  a  king  had  no  friends,  and 
the  experience  of  to-night  showed  that  a 
prince  had  no  friends.  Had  the  duke  of 
York  possessed  a  single  friend,  this  debate 
w:ould  never  have  occurred.  Most  cer- 
tainly the  House  and  the  country  had 
expected  a  communication  of  a  very  op- 

Eosite  nature ;  till  now  a  conviction  had 
een  felt  that  the  duke  of  York  would 
have  looked  for  his  reward  in  the  dis- 
c}iarge  of  his  pious  filial  duties,  and  that 
he  would  have  rejected  with  disdain  a 
pecuniary  Remuneration  to  be  taken  out 
oi  the  drained  pockets  of  the  people. 
Little,  indeed,  had  it  been  expected,  that 
his  royal  highness  would  have  converted 
his  bounden  doty  as'  a  son  into  a  source 
of  mercenary  profit. 

.Mr.  Hiukisson  declared,  that  he  had 
listened  with  the  greatest  attention  and  ut« 
most  impartiality  to  all  that  bad  been  offiered 
on  hotn  sides  of  the  House,  and  he  was 
persuaded  that  the  supporters  of  the 
amendment  founded  their  arguments  on 
an  erroneous  view  of  the  subject.  Before 
he  proceeded,  he  wished  to  advert  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  hon«  gentleman  who 
last  spoke.  He  had  complained  of  a 
breach  of  privilege ;  but  he  had  not  sup- 
ported his  complaint  either  by  argument 
or  proof.  Next,  he  had  said  that  the 
dttke  of  York  had  no  friend«»  because  the 
motion  was  persisted  in*  Had  not  the 
communication  been  made,  and  the  claim 
made,  his  royal  highness  might  indeed 
have  said  that  he  had  no  friends.  It  was 
his  royal  highness's  duty  as  a  subject  and 
a  son,  not  to  accept  the  grant  out  oi  the 
privy  purse.  Admitting,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  the  House  had  overstepped 
the  fit  line  of  private  property  on  previous 
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occasionii,  it  was  now  the  more  fit  to  re- 
turn ;  all  encroachments  made  for  tem^ 
porary  purposes  ware  to  be  looked  at 
with  jealousy  and  suspicion*  It  .had  been 
truly  said,  that  the  mere  money,  the 
lOtOOCri.  was  a. paltry  consideration. com* 
pared  with  the  great  principle  that  was 
involved  in  it.  The  question  was,  whe-. 
ther  the  barriers  of  private  property  should 
be  broken  down;  whether  the  private 
personal  estate  of  his  majesty  should  be 
assailed;  whether  vested  and  recognised 
rights  were  to  be  mvaded  ?  There  were* 
three  points  on  which  all  men  must  make 
up  their  mmds  before  they  arrived  at  a 
conclusion—- 1st,  whether  the  savings  of 
the  privy  purse  were  to  be  conaidered  the 
private  persaaal  property  of  the  king; 
2dly,  whether  the  office  of  autot  was  one 
of  a  public  nature ;  and,  Sdhrt  whether 
the  duke  of  York,  if  invested  vpith  tlie 
office,  as  a  public  afficer,  ought  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  xing's  private  fm^  ?  At  die 
beginning  of  bis  msjesty*s  reign  no  qqea* 
tion  could  have  arisen,  becausd  the  whole 
of  the  civil  list  was  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Crown.  Parliament  had  no  nieans  of  as* 
oertaining  either  its  amount  or  disposition; 
but  the  king  resigning  this  power,  had  had 
conferred  upon  him  the  privy  pufse^  the 
savings  of  which*  were  to  be  deemed  the 
disposable  property  of  his  majesty:  it: 
belonged  to  him  and  his  succesaora  just 
as  much  as  the  property  of  any  private 
iodividoaL  In  1812,  by  means  of  a  com*- 
mittce  appointed  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, parliament  bad  ascertained  that 
the  surplus  of  the  privy  purse  had  been 
disposed  of  in  various  wsys,  but  chiefly 
upon  objects  of  charity  and  benevolence ; 
and  10  the  Regency  act,  it  had  been  di- 
rected that  the  physicians  should  be  paid 
out  of  it,  for  the  plainest  of  all  reasons-^ 
because  the  king  bad  constantly  done  so 
up  to  the  hour  of  his  visitation.  The 
lion,  member  for  Corff  Castle  had  said  a 
great  deal  about  the  prorisions  of  that 
bill,  but  he  (Mr.  Huskisson)  did  not  re- 
collect that  in  1812,  that  hon.  gentleman, 
whose  economising  spirit  was  so  well 
known  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
had  been  of  so  much  advantage  to  the 
country,  had  stood  forward  to  move  for 
any  deductions  from  the  privy  puree ;  he 
had  not  then  contemplated  the  necessity 
of  taking  the  10,000/.  allowed  to  the 
queen  from  the  privy  purse,  thoogh  he 
now  so  strenuously  supported  the  proposal 
for  that  purpose ;  yet  at  that  period  the 
hon.  gentleman  was  probably  as  much 
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alive  to  the  nece^ity  of  economy  as  at 
t4ie  present  moment.  With  regard  to  the 
office  of  custoSf  it  was  one  of  the  highest 
duties  and  of  the  heaviest  responsibility ; 
it  was  second  to  none  but  to  that  of  the 
regent ;  and  in  considering  this  subject, 
he  entreated  the  House  to  recoil ect»  that 
though  a  regency  had  been  estabh'shed, 
it  was  but  a  delegated  power,  and  that 
the  kine  was  still  king,  and  was  attended 
by  the  love  and*  the  regrets  of  a  grateful 
people.  On  this  account  the  situation  of 
custos  ought  not  to  be  looked  on  as  a 
private  office ;  it  was  not  distinguishable 
from  any  other  office  in  the  Windsor  esta- 
blishment, excepting  by  its  superiority  and 
general  control :  in  principle,  however,  it 
IvBS  the  same,  and  it  ought  to  be  paid  in 
the  same  way.  It  was  useless  to  repeat 
the  arguments  so  ably  urged  against 
those  who  insisted,  that  by  taking  10,000/. 
from  the  privy  purse,  private  rights  and 
property  would  not  be  infringed ;  in  fact, 
they  had  remained,  and  would  remain, 
unanswered.  However  some  hon.  gentle- 
men might  object  to  the  communication 
made  by  his  noble  friend,  it  had  given 
him  (Mr.  Huskisson)  great  satisfaction: 
for  his  own  part,  he  would  rather  reject 
the  grant  altogether,  than  derive  the 
money  from  a  fund  which  ought  never  to 
be  touched ;  he  preferred  the  minor  in- 
justice of  not  compensating  his  royal 
highness  at  alL  than  the  greater  injustice 
of  employing  the  privy  purse  in  making 
that  compensation.  He  called  upon  par« 
Itament  to  protect  the  honour  of  the  duke 
of  York-^to  protect  its  own  honour,  by 
acceding  to  the  resolution  of  his  noble 
friend,  without  breaking  in  upon  vested 
rights,  and  applying  to  a  source  to  which, 
for  national  purposes,  no  resort  ought 
ever  to  be  bad. 

Mr.  Hume  rose  amidst  loud  calls  for 
theouestion,  and  was  for  some  minutes  in- 
audiole.  If,  he  said,  he  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  feelings  of  the  illustrious  personage 
so  oflen  alluded  to,  he  never  could  have 
authorized  the  statement  they  had  that 
night  heard  from  the  noble  lord,  namely, 
that  it  would  be  derogatory  to  his  royal 
highnesses  honour  to.  undertake  the  duty 
of  superintending  the  treatment  of  the 
king  without  his  being  paid  for  it  [Ques- 
tion, question!].— He  was  extremely 
sorry  that  the  House  would  not  extend 
their  patience  fbr  a  few  moments.  He 
himielf  had  listened  with  great  patience 
to  all  the  gentlemen,  and  he  trusted  they 
would  hear  him.    He  was  quite  sure  that 
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his  Royal  Highness  would  perform  the  part 
of  a  dutiful  son  to  his  afflicted  sirej  with- 
out the  incentive  of  being  remunerated 
for  it.  What  was  the  British  parliament 
now  called  on  to  do?  To  take  10,000/. 
a-year  from  the  hard-earnings  of  the  dis- 
tressed people,  in  order  to  put  it  into  the 
privy  purse;  for  to  burthen  the  public  with 
an  expense  that  ought  to  be  incurrred  by 
the  Crown,  was  putting  the  people's 
earnings  into  the  privy  purse.  It  was  to 
this  proceeding  that  the  public  were  look- 
ing, as  an  earnest  of  what  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  parliament  on  the  score  of 
economy.  These  might  be  unpleasant 
truths,  but  they  ought  to  be  heard. 
After  the  declaration  made  by  the  noble 
lord,  and  the  law  subtleties  in  which  he 
dealt,  he  still  looked  to  the  stand  made 
by  his  right  hon.  friend,  not  one  of  whose 
arguments  had  been  answered.  They 
were  pulling  down  the  pillars  of  the  con- 
stitution, in  order  to  strengthen  its  Corin- 
thian capital.  He  would  repeat  it,  tha't 
they  were  proceeding  to  levy  10,000/.  a- 
year  upon  the  pockets  of  the  people  to 
put  it  hereafter  into  the  purse  of  the 
prince.  Whilst  the  subject  was  still  be*- 
fore  them,  he  wished  them  to  consider  the 
effect  of  their  decision  on  the  public.  He, 
for  one,  would  never  be  privy  to  such  an 
act;  and  should  sit  aown  protesting 
against  a  measure  so  contrary  to  the  pub- 
lic feeling,  and  so  unauthorized  by  the 
royal  duke. 

Lord  Compton  said,  he  felt  the  necessity 
of  an  adherence  to  economy,  but  still 
there  were  measures  of  economy  which 
the  House  could  not  adopt,  and  he  con- 
sklered  the  present  to  be  one  of  those.  It 
was  evidently  a  doubtful  point  whether 
the  privy  purse  was  not  in  reality  the  pri- 
vate property  of  the  Crown;  and  while 
only  a  doubt  rested  on  this  point— while 
the  balance  might  be  described  as  still 
trembling  with  fate — he  was  sure  the 
House  would,  not  t4>ench  on  the  sacred 
rights  ef  sovereignty  in  the  person  of  a 
monarch,  whom  all  parties  in  that  House, 
whatever  were  their  differences,  had  so 
long  loved  and  revered.  Never,  he  was 
confident,  would  they  interpose  between 
their  sovereign  and  a  few  thousands  per 
annum.  He,  therefore,  for  one,  was 
prepared  to  vote  for  the  proposition  of 
his  noble  friend.  If,  indeed,  that  sove- 
reign were  seated  at  this  moment  on  his 
throne,  exercising  his  functions,  enjoying 
his  ancestorial  rule,  and  capable  of  calling 
on  his  people^^it  would  remain  with  tbeas^ 
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althouffh  tome  hesitatibn  were  expe- 
rieDceOy  to  answer  the  call.  Very  diiier- 
ent  was  the  situatioa  of  our  afflicted  mo- 
narcb!  When,  therefore,  he  reflected 
on  his  melancholy  state,  he  considered  it 
happy  for  the  House,  that  the^  had  found 
an  opportunity  of  testifying  their  unabated 
attachment  to  the  person  of  their  vener*' 
able  and  beloved  king. 

Mr.  ManHield  said,  he  had  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  House,  by  neglecting 
their  outy  to  the  people,  were  at  all  evinc- 
ing their  loyalty  to  ttie  venerable  and  af- 
flicted monarch  of  the  country.  He  lived 
among  a  class  of  persons  who  were  suffer- 
ing under  the  severest  pressure  of  distress, 
and  he  could  not  therefore  think,  that  by 
voting  for  the  original  motion,  he  would 
be  domg  his  duty,  as  he  saw  do  consist- 
ency in  giving  this  grant,  especially  after 
the  repeated  declarations  made  about  eco- 
nomy and  retrenchment.  He  had  the 
highest  respect  for  the  character  and  ta- 
lents of  the  duke  of  York,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  he  felt  all  that  attachment 
which  a  subject  could  feel  for  the  vener- 
able monarch  who  had  m  long,  so  ably, 
and  so  faithfully  presided  over  the  affiurs 
of  this  kingdom ;  but  he  felt,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  had  an  imperative  duty  to 
perform  to  his  constituents  and  the  public ; 
and  it  would  well  become  the  House  to 
reflect,  that  they  had  their  duty  also  to 
perform  to  the  public,  as  well  as  their 
loyalty  to  evince  to  their  sovereign  and 
his  illustrious  son. 

Mr.  Wilson  said,  that  the  question  then 
before  the  House  was  certainly  one  of  the 
greatest  interest.  He  was  per^ctly  aware, 
chat  the  eyes  of  the  public  wei'e  fixed  upon 
the  House,  on  the  present  occasion.  He 
was  not  a^amed,  however,  to  say,  that 
he  was  not  to  be  always  bound  by  the 
popular  opinion,  as  he  anxiously  wished 
to  act  on  candid,  liberal  principles ;  but 
he  must  say,  that  on  the  present  occasion, 
he  should  unquestionably  vote  against  the 
measure  proposed  by  minbters,  and  give 
his  hearty  support  to  the  Amendment- 
Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  rose  amidst 
loud  cries  of  question,  and  observed,  that 
if  a  future  occasion  should  present  itself, 
it  was  his  intention  to  deliver  his  senti- 
ments fully  on  this  question.  That  future 
opportunity,  however,  he  hoped  would 
jiot  occur,  but  that  the  subject,  would  be 
set  at  rest  by  the  vote  of  the  committee. 
He  had  only  one  remark  to  offer  at  present, 
and  it  was  this,  that  he  could  not  suppress 
the  indignation  with  which  he  had  heard 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


it  stated,  that  the  dukis  of  York  was  ready 
to  take  10,0002i  a-year,  provided  the  mo- 
ney should  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  an 
impoverished  people,  but  that  he  would 
not  accept  it  if  taken  from  the  privy  purse 
[Hear,  hear!]. 

Mr.  Hart  Davis  said,  that  he  had  come 
down  to  this  debate  with  his  mind  per- 
fectly open  to  conviction,  and  that  on  the 
subject  of  the  right  hon« gentleman's  (Mr. 
Tierney's)  amendment,  ne  had  not  been 
pre -determined  against  any  proof  that 
might  be  offered  of  the  power  of  the  House 
of  Commons  legally  to  take  the  amount  of 
the  proposed  grant  to  the  custos  of  the 
kings  person,  from  the  privy  purse;  in 
this  proof,  however,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  wholly  failed.  But  if  this  right 
were  now  assumed,  by  the  Amendment 
being  carried,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty 
hereafter  to  propose,  that  the  late  grant 
to  his  royal  highness  prince  Leopold, 
should  be  taken  into  consideration,  with 
a  view  to  its  being  greatly  reduced.  This 
grant  of  50,000/.  per  annum,  was  as  large 
as  the  king's  establishment,  and  nearly 
three  times  as  large  as  that  of  the  junior 
branches  of  the  royal  family.  He  asked, 
whether  there  was  any  member  of  that 
House  who,  in  assenting  to  ^is  allowance^ 
did  not  consider  it  as  intended  for  the 
widower  of  their  future  queen  ?  and  he 
wished  to  be  informed  upon  what  principle 
it  could  be  argued,  that  one  act  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  protection  of  property  should 
be  held  more  sacred  thsn  another  ?  He 
desired  the  House,  therefore,  to  consider 
what  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  the 
Amendment  must  lead  to. '  He,  indeed, 
looked  with  the  greatest  jealousy  at  this 
proposition  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
He  was  not  ashamed  of  avowing  himself 
a  Tory,  or  rather  he  gloried  in  the  titles 
but  not  as  frequently  explained  in  that 
House.  The  only  dirorence  he  knew  of 
between  a  good  Old  Whig  and  Tory  was, 
that  the  Whig  apprehended  the  more  im- 
mediate danger  to  the  constitution  from 
the  undue  influence  of  the  Crown,  where- 
as, the  Tory  conceived  that  it  was  as 
likelv  to  arise  from  the  encroaching  and 
overbearing  license  of  the  people.  He 
was,  however,  convinced,  that  both  would 
be  found  fighting  under  the  same  banner, 
whenever  a  real  attack  was  made  upon  the 
constitution  £loud  cheers]- — Little  had 
been  said  that  night  upon  the  question  of 
most  import,  namely,  the  policy  of  reduc- 
ing the  King's  household  to  so  low  a  scale. 
For  his  part,  he  had  much  rather  have 
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toted  It  aft  it  ekisted  under  die  former 
settlement.  It  was  hit  opinioD,  that  thitf 
was  the  last  saving  that  should  have  been 
resorted  to,  and  that  only  under  an  ovGt* 
#helming  neceasitj.  He  put  it  to  the 
House,  whether  we  could  be  said  to  be 
reduced  to  this  necessity,  as  long  as  we 
had  a  peace  establishment  of  twenty  mil* 
lions  ?  He  assured  the  noble  lord,  he  was 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  he  had 
heard  him  that  night  not  only  with  pain, 
but  with  disgust,  wnifst  he  was  attempting 
to  prove  to  the  Hduse  that  he  had  pared 
down  the  royal  efttablishment  to  the  la^t 
farthing.  He  was  not  insensible  (far  from 
It }  to  the  advantage  of  a  saving  of  50,000^* 
per  annum,  but  he  could  have  wished  it 
to  have  proceeded  from  a  more  legitimate 
dource.  He  thought  that  the  duke  of 
York's  refusal  to  ret:6ive  a  pecuniary  com- 
pensation fVom  the  funds  of  the  priv^  purs^ 
arose  from  the  most  delicate  ffeehngs  of 
the  human  mind  towards  his  father  lind 
his  king.  He  (Mr.  Davis^  spoke  as  the 
Irepresetitatnre  of  a  great  city,  and  in  the 
name  bf  its  loyal  population,  who,  he  was 
eonfideilt,  would  have  borne  any  priva- 
tion rather  than  that  their  aged  and  be- 
loved sovisreign  should  be  derived  (pos- 
sibly in  the  last  year  of  bis  life  and  reigii) 
of  those  necessary  appendages  oftoiutyi 
Which  wfere  intimately  blended  witn  the 
best  interests  of  his  people,  which  all  hii 
ancestors  had  enjcwea,  which  that  Honse 
had  likewise  conferred  upon  him^  and 
which  the  constitution  sanctioned  and  ap- 
proved. On  the  subject  of  the  right  faon. 
gentleman's  amendment  he  felt  that  it  was 
an  unjustifiable  attack  upon  private  prd- 
perty,  and  as  such  should  give  it  his  most 
neartv  dissent. 

A  Member,  whose  name  we  could  not 
learn,  expressed  much  surprise  at  the 
langu^  just  used  by  one  m  the  members 
for  the  city.  For  his  own  part,  he  scarcely 
knew  how  to  mention  royalty  in  a  House 
of  Commons.  He  recollected  the  time 
when  his  royal  highness  Uie  d\ike  of  York 
was  the  object  of  as  foul  ah  attack  as  had 
ever  been  made  upon  an  individual  of  ex* 
alted  rank.  At  that  time  he  yielded  to 
the  sense  of  the  House,  and  retired  with 
dignity.  He  was,  however,  soon  recslled 
to  office,  and  man^  persons  were  sorry 
for  the  part  they  had  taken  agdnn  him. 
If  the  House  should  vote  for  the  proposed 
amendmeot,  tliey  m^ht  also  see  reason 
to  regret  such  a  vote  hereafter. 

The  Soliekar  General  observed,  that 
nothing  which  ha  had  heard  during  the 
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observations  made  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite  could  induce  him  ta 
alter  the  bpini^ms  he  had  formed  on  the 
subject  then  before  the  House.  The 
cbnclusions  he  had  come  to,  after  a  Very 
mature  deliberation,  were,  that  the  adop«> 
tion  of  the  amendment  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman^  w<mld  be  nothing  leas  than  a 
complete  invasion  of  the  rights  of  private 
property,  recognized  and  sanctioned  by 
the  parliament  aa  such.  It  had  been 
contended  by  gentleman  opposite,  that 
the  52nd  of  the  king  bore  them  out  in 
their  support  of  the  righi  hon.  gentle* 
man's  amendment ;  but  hd  should  e  contra 
contend,  that  the  spirit  of  that  act  made 
dheetly  against  that  amendment,  the 
first  question  to  be  considered  In  this  case 
was,  if  the  privy  piirse  and  the  revemiea 
df  the  dnchjr  of  Lancaster  were  not  pri« 
vate  property  ?  In  answer,  it  could  first 
b6  stited,  that  there  were  three  solemn 
etiactmentii  on  the  table^  recognizing  the 
privy  purstf  as  private  property.  He  ir$B% 
therefore,  not  a  little  astonished  to  hear 
it  laid,  that  it  was  only  in  1799  nr  1809^ 
that  the  privy  purse  had  been  recognised 
aa  siltb.  It  was  impossible  that  die 
House  could  forget  the  celebrated  speech 
of  Mr.  Burke  on  economical  reform; 
when  it  was  stated,  in  language  that 
would  last  while  England  itself  existed^ 
that  the  privy  purse  was  the  private  prow 
pertv  of  the  king,  and  that  the  honouf 
of  the  House  was  bound  to  provide,  not 
only  for  the  support  and  maintenatice  of 
his  majesty,  but  for  those  funds  from 
which  his  private  benevolence  was  to 
flow.  But  although  there  existsd  no 
strictly  legislative  enactments,  ft'om  what 
the  House  could  reason,  at  he  had  done ; 
yet  so  much  had  the  privy  purse  been 
conndered  as  the  private  property  of  the 
king,  that  no  return  of  its  disbursementa 
Was  ordered  by  the  parliament,  nor  any 
responsible  officer  appointed  for  such  pur- 
pose. If  it  had  been  otherwise  regarded, 
surely  the  sAme  exercise  of  jealousy  wonkt 
have  been  observed  in  that  case  as  in  the 
other  branches  of  the  royal  revenue,  and 
he  was  bound  to  take  it  as  incontroverti- 
ble«  almost  firom  that  fact  alone,  that  the 
privy  purse  was  the  private  property  of 
the  Crown.  Not  only  was  the  general 
impression,  as  he  had  stated,  but  tfato 
king  hhnself  had  acted  upon  it  as  his  re- 
oognised  .private  property;  dhd  made 
ioniis  purchases  in  land  and  other  thiAga» 
die  propriety  of  which  he  had  never  yet 
hneard  dispnted.    If  the  House  igreed  io 
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the  amendmiSDt  pro|;>oied  by  the  i%bt 
faoD.  geotleman,  tney  would  grossly  rio- 
late  the  Uw  upon  the  subject.  Great 
stress  seemed  to  have  been  laid  upon  the 
S9(h  and  40th  of  the  king,  by  gentlemen 
opposite;  but  he  begged  leave  to  say» 
that  that  act  # polied  prospectively,  and 
not  in  the  limitea  manner  to  which  they 
tboiight  proper  to  restrict  it.  It  enacted 
particularly  and  distinctly,  that  all  the 
past  and  future  savings  accruing  to  or  ip 
the  privy  purvey  should  be  at  the  full  and 
entire  aisposal  of  ^e  king,  j^qd  t(ien, 
up  to  the  year  ISll,  it  was  admitted, 
that  the  privy  purse  had  been  hdd  sacred. 
That  admission  vnis  worth  some()iingy  bc^ 
cause  it  saved  some  trouble  in  reiferring 
to  dd  actSt  and  from  IS  1 1  to  the  present 
period,  it  cou|d  be  easily  depnonstrated, 
that  no  circumstances  had  occurred,  call- 
ing  for  or  warranting  that  conetniclioB  of 
the  52Dd  of  the  king,  which  formed  the 
basis  of  all  the  reasoning  indulged  in  on 
the  other  side.  The  act  of  1811  sano- 
tioned  and  confirmed  to  his  migissty,  in 
the  event  of  hi3  recovery  from  a  cabmiity 
be  was  si^re  eyery  member  of  both  sid^ 
fdike  deplored,   th^  ^ull  and  entire  dis- 

{^osal  of  any  saving  of  the  privy  purse, 
f  ft  did  not  confirm  it  in  express  tenns, 
it  evidently  c<^otemplated  such  a  power ; 
and  whether  the  king  had  m^de  a  will  or 
not,  as  stated  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
0ian9  did  not  avail  an  iota  to  the  argu- 
ineots  used  by  that  right  hon.  gei^tleman, 
^d  could  certainly  be  no  groui^d  on 
which  he  could  build  the  hope  of  casryiiig 
|iis  amend^e^it.  Ife  would  seriously 
wish,  however,  (o  ask  tlie  House,  if  h.^ 
najesty  w^s  to  be  deprived  of  the  power 
Df  rewarding  his  tried  and  fiiilfiiul  ser- 
:vants,  in  the  event  of  his  recovery  i  That 
recovery  might  be  distant,  be  would 
^dmit ;  but  whib  the  possibility  of  its  oc- 
curring existed,  the  legislature  if^f^  not 
bonourably,  nor  consistently  despoil  him 
of  a  right,  which*  if  he  had  the  vm  of 
his  faculties,  they  would  not  thiqic  of 
touchioff  or  of  questioning.  In  an  appeal 
to  ttie  feelings  of  the  House,  he  hop^for 
no  success,  although  there  we^e  some 
topics  in  the  question  before  him,  that 
could  furnish  the  materials;  but  a  dry 
legal  investigation  of  §uU  of  parliament 
was  all  he  felt  capable  of  entering  in^, 
and  at  so  late  an  hour,  he  feared  they 
iwould  prove  not  only  uninteresting,  but 
fatiguing.  The  enactments,  however, 
^  the  61st  of  the  king,  would  eyidei^Uy 
aboW|  that  the  privy  purfe  was  ^w#yf  ap- 


plicable to  the  private  wants,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  private  calls  of  the  Crown. 
They  contained,  beside,  a  distinqt  recog- 
nition pf  its  being  private  property,  and 
at  the  uncontrolled  disposal  of  the  king. 
And  tie  cp}i\d  not  too  often  repeat,  that 
if  th^  amendment  were  carried,  as  anti- 
cipated by  the  triumphal  looks  o,f  th^ 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  eppositej 
that  it  i^puM  Aot  only  (le  an  infringement 
off  but  an  actual  repeal  of  Uie  law.  And 
iprpuld  the  House  consent  to  sucli  an  act ) 
Would  they  invade  or  destroy  the  law 
ih^y  were  bound  in  duty  to  prptect  ?  He 
ikojfedf  for  the  sake  o^honouTi  for  the  sake 
of  ap  afflicted  king,  that  they  were  not. 
£The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  her^ 
read  soipe  extracts  from  the  act  of  par- 
liament to  which  he  had  alluded,  but 
whi^  es  he  read  them,  excited  cries  of 
ifear,  hear  1  an^  <<  gp  on'*  from  the  op- 
pofsi^ion  benches]  He  W4S  little  knowi:^ 
jf  any  gentleman  could  lm3gine  \hm  he 
mHlft  fMiut  to  read  the  whole  passage 
a)thpugh  aentlemen  opposi^  seemed  anxi- 
ous from  tneir  cries  of  hear  1  to  make  it 
appear  as  if  he  had  been  quoting  the  tex;t 
agaij^t  himself.  But  such  a  conduct 
would  be  unworthy  of  any  man— -a  con- 
difpt  he  trusted  he  never  would  be  found 
to  pursue,  even  though  his  own  defeat 
and  the  triumph  of  oUiers  should  be  the 
consequence.  But  to  continue,  wheq 
parlian^at  had  interfered  in  the  year 
1811,  they  looked  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  king  had  been  accustomed  to  dispose 
of  the  rev^ues  of  the  privy  purse ;  and 
when  in  1812  the  question  was  again  dis- 
cussed, they  proceeded  exactly  on  the 
same  principle.  His  majesty  had  set  aside 
a  portion  oi  the  privy  purse,  out  pf  which 
he  paid  the  physicians  for  their  attendiv^pp 
whenever  it  had  been  required,  exclusivp 
of  timt  public  sum,  which  they  received 
as  the  physicians  of  the  sovereign.  The 
privv  ipturse  was  the  only  fund  that  en»- 
bled  hifn  to  eaercise  benevolence,  and  he 
again  eaked  the  House  if  they  would  fur- 
ther add  to  his  calamity,  by  depriving 
him  at  the  ver^  of  life,  perhaps  at  the 
last  l^our  of  existence,  of  those  means  (^ 
rewarding  yn^rit,.  which,  when  in  better 
health,  he  bad  been  wont  to  apply  to  suclt 

fenerouB  purposes?  The  outM  of  the 
ing  should  be  viewed  as  the  del^ate  of 
a  Rreat  public  trust ;  and  he  asked  if  the 
ddegfite  of  a  public  trust  should  be  re- 
munerated from  the  property  of  a  private 
fund?  When  10,000<.  a-year  had  been 
voted  to  the  queen  as  the  cvi^of  of  thp 
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Icings  no  objection  was  taken  as  to  the 
impropriety  of  the  burthen  falling  where . 
it  ought  to  have  fallen^on  the  public. 
And  he  conld  see  no  change  in  the  coun- 
try's general  circumstances  since  that  pe- 
riod, as  to  justify  the  invasion  of  private 
property,  and  the  repeal  of  that  law  which 
was  the  best  and  only  guarantee  of  pri- 
Tate  and  public  security*     An  attempt 
had  been  made  to  liken  the  custos  of  the 
Icing  to  the  committee  appointed  to  su- 
perintend the  concerns  or  a  private  lu- 
natic;   but  no  analogy  whatsoever  ex- 
isted between  them.    In  the  case  of  the 
private  individual,  his  property  was  bound 
to  his  support  as  well  when  insane  as 
eane ;  but  in  the  case  of  the  king  it  was 
widely  different.    The  public  support  of 
.  the  king  was  drawn  from  parliament,  and 
in  any  change  of  his  condition,  the  public 
still  were  pledged  to  his  support.     His 
dignity  and  the  people's  honour  alike  de- 
manded it.    But  wherefore  apply  his  pri- 
vate property  to  the  liquidation  of  a  debt 
the  public  always  felt  itself  pledged  to 
pay  ?    The  privy  purse  was  onginmly  set 
apart  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  to  the 
fiovereign  the  means  of  rewarding  merit, 
relieving  distress,  and  performing  various 
other  acts  of  kindness  and  humanity ;  but 
never  was,  and  never  could  have  been  in- 
tended for  thepurpose  of  his  maintenance 
or  support.    The  House  should  consider, 
that  the  king  was  no  longer  m  a  condi- 
tion to  protect  his  own  interests,  except 
through  the  servants  of  the  Crown,  and 
«   proportionate    deliclicy   and    caution 
should   be  exercised  on   the    occasion. 
The  House  on  the  present  question  should 
stand  between  the  people  and  the  king ; 
and  if  even  a  doubt  existed  as  to  the  fact 
of  the  privy  purse  being  prirate  property, 
*under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
they  were  called  upon  to  vote  in  favour 
of  their  revered  and  afflicted   monarch. 
But,  satisfied  as  he  was  of  its  being,  as 
indeed  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be,  a  de- 
licate  and  important  consideration,   the 
peculiar  situation  of  the  sovereign  called 
for  that  demonstration  of  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment which  he   trusted  the  House 
would  that  night  make.    If  the  king  had 
any  creditors  at  his  death,  and  the  fact 
might  be  so,  however  improbable  it  then 
appeared,   the  parliament,   it  would   be 
Ibiind,   had  already   pledged  the  privy 
purse  to  its  liquidation.    He  shoula  not 
however  further  trespass  on  the  patience 
or  indulgence  of  the  House.     A  cry  of 
economy  had  been  imised«  and  econonqr 
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well  timed  and  properly  applied  was  most 
necessary ;  but  when  talking  of  economy, 
the  House  should  take  the  utmost  care 
of  interfering  with  the  rights  or  security 
of  private  property.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  then  entered  into  a  recapitula- 
tion of  his  principal  arguments,^ entered 
into  an  able  review  of  the  several  acts 
he  had  previously  cited  on  the  subject, 
and  concluded  by  remarking,  that  the 
duty  confided  to  the  duke  of  York  was 
one  of  such  high  responsibility,  that  it 
had  been  thought  proper  to  associate 
others  with  him ;  and  in  case  of  his  ma- 
jesty's recovery,  the  immediate  resump- 
tion of  his  royal  functions  was  provided 
for;  that  the  duke's,  as  a  public  trust, 
oueht  to  be  rewarded  by  the  public; 
and,  if  it  was  not  one  of  that  description, 
what  had  parliament  to  do  with  it  ?  The 
duke  of  York  had  been  chosen,  not  be- 
cause he  was  one  of  the  king's  sons,  but 
because  he  was  most  confided  in  by  the 
HousOc  He  rested,  therefore,  on  the 
broad  principle,  that  a  public  duty  was 
not  to  oe  remunerated  or  rewarded  out  of 
a  private  property ;  and  that  it  behoved 
that  House,  and  he  earnestly  besought  it 
to  consider,  that  in  acceding  to  the 
amendment,  it  would  commit  a  decided 
infringement  on  the  private  property  of 
the  king.  [The  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man sat  down  amidst  loud  cheers  from  the 
ministerial  benches.! 

Mr.  Scarlett  hoped  to  be  indulged  with 
the  attention  of  the  House  while  he  made 
a  few  observations.  He  did  not  feel  that 
the  argument  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  who  had  just  sat  down,  though  it 
appeared  to  have  convinced  himself,  and 
though  it  had  received  so  much  applause 
from  those  about  him,  had  added  one 
tittle  to  the  strength  of  the  case,  as  ex- 
plamed  in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 

gentleman  fMr.  reel)  who  had  preceded 
im.  His  non.  and  learned  friend  had 
done  little  more  than  give  that  speech  in 
another  form,  and  he  believed,  therefore, 
he  should  best  discharge  his  dutj,  by  fol- 
lowing the  argument  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  point  by  point,  and  though  he 
could  not  promise  to  furnish  ornament 
for  ornamen^t,  he  would  endeavour  to 
give  him  reason  for  reason.  Great  stress 
was  laid,  in  the  first  place,  on  the  principle 
of  Mr.  Burke's  act :  now  in  his  opinion, 
that  act  led  to  a  directly  opposite  conclu- 
sion to  the  one  put  upon  it ;  for  it  made 
it  incumbent  on  the  Crown  to  submit  to 
parliament  aa  estimate  of  the  privy  pvrsei 
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Bod  thereby  recognia^ed  the  public  con- 
trol over  what  it  was  now  pretended  was 
to  be  considered  merely  as  private  pro- 
perty. Indeed,  whatever  mignt  have  been 
the  law  before  that  period,  yet  afler  that 
act  of  Mr.  Burke,  the  privy  purse  must 
be  considered  as  liable  to  the  investigation 
and  consideration  of  the  House:  whether 
a  larger  or  a  smaller  sum  than  was  there 
appomted  might  be  in  future  necessary, 
was  left  perfectly  open  for  future  discus- 
And  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  act, 


sion. 


the  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  gentle 
man  seemed  intended  to  prove,  not  merely 
that  the  House  was  locked  up  from  consi- 
dering whether  60,000/.  might  or  might 
not,  be  a  proper  rental  for  the  king,  but 
that  parliament  might  not  for  a  moment 
enter  even  upon  the  threshold  of  such  an 
inquiry.  It  was  too  sacred  to  be  touched, 
or  even  alluded  to !  The  follacy  of  such 
reasoning  was  at  once  exposed  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  act  itself;  and  the  S9th  and 
40th  of  the  kins  had  expressly  recognized 
this  principle.  Indeed,  it  would  have  been 
most  extraordinary,  if  a  different  course 
had  been  pursued.  He  would  go  further 
and  sar,  tnat  if  at  that  period  any  person 
could  have  predicted  that  a  large  portion 
of  the  sum  granted  would  become  unne- 
cessary, and  would  form,  by  its  repeated 
accumulations,  a  surplus  for  merely  pri- 
vate uses— he  would  say,  that,  under  such 
an  impression,  parliament  would  not  have 
done  its  duty  to  the  country  if  it  had  not 
expressly  reserved  a  right  of  interference. 
I^Hear,  hear!].  Tbe  main  object  of  the 
S9th  and  40th  of  the  king  was,  to  enable 
him  to  dispose  of,  and  distribute  such  pro- 
perty as  he  might  acquire  by  purchase  or 
by  devise,  and,  without  fixing  any  precise 
unalterable  sum,  to  declare  that  his 
savings  mi^ht  also  be  disposed  of  without 
the  liabilities  existing  under  former  sta- 
•cutes.  Whether  the  course  thus  taken  by 
the  House  had  been  constitutional  or  not 
—there  were  many  who  thought  it  not  so 
—he  woidd  not  now  inquire ;  for  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  present  question : 
but  he  would  ask,  whether  there  was  any 
thing  in  the  enactment  which  showed  that 
the  House  had  abandoned  its  control 
over  tbe  annual  income  and  application  of 
the  privy  purse,  excq>t  as  expressly  ex- 
cepted ?— He  came  now  to  the  first  act, 
passed  in  consequence  of  his  majesty's 
lamented  indisposition.  It  was  at  that 
time  confidently  stated,  that  his  majesty's 
malady  was  of  a  temporary  nature:  that 
iiis  recovery  might  be  ezpe^ed  at  no  dis- 


tant period :  that  it  was,  therefore,  expe- 
dient and  decorous;  that  when  the  king 
awoke  from  his  painful  dream,  he  might 
see  himself  surrounded  by  familiar  faces, 
and  recognize  all  those  objects  from  which 
he  could  derive  consolation,  or  which 
could  add  to  his  comfort  or  dignity:  and 
that,  above  all,  he  might  have  the  pleasure 
of  learning,  that  all  those  persons  who 
bad  been  used  to  taste  of  that  bounty  in 
which  his  spirit  of  benevolent  sympathy 
delighted,  had  not  been  in  the  least  in- 
jured by  the  temporary  suspension  of  his 
personiu  power  to  serve  them.  But  what 
did  all  these  provisions  mean  ?  Did  they 
not,  in  their  very  nature— in  their  very 
terms^mply  that  those  who  made  them 
had  also  the  power  of  withholding  them  I 
In  other  words,  was  there  not  a  distinct 
right  of  control,  present  and  future? 
Suppose  the  act  were  to  be  considered  as 
temporary,  then  it  was  obvious  that  parlia- 
ment had  the  right  of  modifying,  or  rescind- 
ing them  when  the  occasion  was  past. 
Suppose  the  occasion  not  temporary, — in 
other  words,  that  the  king's  malady  was 
fixed  and  permanent — ^then  it  was  obvious 
that  parliament  must  have  the  power  of 
altering  those  provisions  which  had  been 
made  in  contemplation  of  a  temporary 
illness.  In  either  case,  the  right  of  con- 
trol was  not  abandoned,  but,  on  tbe  con- 
trary was  recognized  as  a  matter  of  course. 
The  52nd  of  the  king  alsorecoenized  and 
exercised  this  right ;  for  it  made  some  al- 
teration in  the  distribution  of  this  privy 
fund,  and  directed,  that  a  certain  sum 
might  be  paid  out  of  it  to  physicians  and 
medical  attendants.  Now  wnat  had  his 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Tiemey)  contend* 
ed  for  this  night  >  Not  as  to  tne  amount 
of  physicians  fees,  or  any  other  fees  to  be 
paid  out  of  this  fund :  he  had  not  entered 
mto  such  comparatively  private  parti- 
culars, but  he  had  contended,  on  a  broad 
principle,  that  the  privy  purse  was  not  to 
be  considered  as  locked  up  from  the  view 
and  inquiry  of  parliament.  He  had  not 
raised  any  question  whether  the  proposed 
grant  to  the  duke  of  York  would  or  would 
not  be  a  judicious  application  of  the  fund ; 
but  whether  the  House  had  a  right  to 
apply  it  at  all.  And  here  he  must  notice 
a  strange  inconsistency  in  the  arguments 
of  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
who  descanted  so  much  on  the  sacredness 
of  this  fund.  MHth  one  breath  they  pre- 
tended  that  physicians  might  be  paid  out 
of  it,  and  with  the  very  next  they  call  it 
inviolable»  and  inapplicable  to  ml  other 
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purposes.  Lei  not  tuch  an  incoiuisteacy 
pass  for  an  argument.  The  question  wa; 
not,  whether  the  payment  of  the  duke  of 
York  would  be  a  proper  one,  but  whether 
the  House  bad  not  as  much  right  to  apply 
part  of  the  sum  in  his  case  as  in  the  case 
of  tlie  physicians :  it  was  ridiculous  to  say 
that  the  physicians  attendant  on  the  king, 
and  acting  under  the  superintendance  of 
parliament,  were  private  persons:  they 
were  no  more  private  individuals  than  the 
ctistas  himself:  indeed,  every  person  now 
attending  on  the  king  was,  and  must  of 
necessity  be  a  public  servant  or  officer. 
For  the  same  reason,  the  privy  purse  of 
a  king  could  never  be  considered  private, 
in  the^  sense  in  which  the  property 
of  an  individual  is  considered  private. 
The  right  hon.  gentlenuin  (Mr.  Peel)  had 
madjB  what  he  seemed  tp  f:on^der,  a  very 
triumphant  argument  out  of  what  he  ( Mr. 
Scarlett)  could  not  help  thinking  little 
better  than  an  arithmetical  pu%;^le.  He  had 
asked,  as  the  60,000/.  of  thie  privy  purse 
were  nearly  absorbed,  and  nothing  re- 
mained to  the  Crown,  but  the  10,000/. 
a  year  from  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  whe< 
iher  it  would  not  be  monstrous  that  the 
duke  of  York  should  be  paid  by  the  duke 
of  Lancaster  for  taking  care  of  the  king  i 
£a  laugh.]  A  little  transposition  would 
completely  destroy  the  effect  of  this 
antithetical  argumept  or  riddle.  Sup- 
pose the  expenses  (to  thp  amount 
of  10,000/.)  paid  out  of  the  privy  purse, 
yere  to  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue  of 
^e  duchy,  and  thiis  that  after  all  deduc- 
iions  a  surplus  should  remain  of  10^000/. 
or  12,000/.  in  the  privy  purse,  applicable, 
if  thought  properi  to  the  payment  of  the 
£ustoSj  what  tnen  would  become  of  this 
amusing  jumble  apd  argumentative  play 
4>f  words  about  toe  duki^s  of  York  -and 
Lancaster  ?— But  to  return  to  the  ques- 
4ion^  of  control ;  would  any  man  say 
if  circunistances  had  ariaen  or  should 
Arise,  which  might  make  it  expedient 
io  reduce  the  amount  of  the  privy  purse 
to  40,000/.,  that  parliament  had  not  the 
right  ^0  to  reduce  it  ?  And  if  it  had  a 
right  to  diminish  it,  surely  it  had  a  right 
to  apply  it.  To  be  apre,  ^n  1811,  when 
the  question  came  before  the  Hoo^^,  they 
did  not  diminish  the  income,  but  they  did 
control  i|,  they  did  apply  it.«-He  should 
DOW  address  a  f|ew  words  to  the  ornaipen- 
tiSL  part  of  the  speech  of  the  .ri^ht  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  descanted  with  such 
warmth  and  such  pathos  on  the  preamble 
of  theactof  the  1st  George  SnL  The.  rjght 
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hon.  gentleman  had  done  iiyiistice  to  our 
ancestors,  when  he  ascribed  such  exclu* 
sive  loyalty  to  the  framers  of  that  ac^ 
Had  the  right  hon.  gentleman  read  the 
1  St  of  Geo.  2nd,  as  wdl  as  the  1  st  of  Geo. 
Srd,  he  would  have  ^een,  in  the  preamble 
of  the  former  statute,  all  that  loyalty  of 
feelins  and  beauty  of  phraseology  which 
so  deCghted  him  m  the  latter.  If  be  could 
hope  to  make  as  ereat  an  impression  on 
the  House  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  he 
would  read  this  neglected  preamble ;  but 
as  he  despaired  of  producing  an  equal 
effect,  he  wo.uid  refer  the  right  hon.  gen« 
tienmn  to  it,  who  would  there  find  the 
same  warqo  effusions  of  affectionate  senti- 
ment, the  same  overflowing  eloquence  of 
language,  ^9  justly  dedicated  to  our  pre- 
sent  aov^rejgn,  had  previously  decorate4 
the  character  of  his  illustrious  predecessor. 
[Chepr^l].  He  trusted  that  no  one 
would  impute  to  him  the  wiah  of  treating 
this  subject  with  levity  ^^r  disrespect,  or 
of  entertaining  any  feelinss  but  those  of 
affection  and  veneration  for  our  afflicted 
and  amiable  sovereign.  He  approached 
the  question  with  reverence  for  the  cha- 
rac^r  of  him,  to  whom,  all  unconscious  as 
he  fr^  it  chiefly  referred.  He  felt,  in 
common  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
the  utmost  nicety  on  the  point  of  private 
property ;  and  he  would  say,  that  if  he 
considered  the  privy  purse  to  be  private 

Property,  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  word, 
e. would  not  have  oflbred  a  word  in  favour 
of  the  amendment :  but  it  was  because  he 
kn^w  th^t  th^  habit  of  his  profession  su« 
perinduced  a  peculiar  nicety  in  matters  of 
property,  thyat  he  was  determined  to  watch 
yfith  jealouay,  and  guard  with  caution, 
against  this  habitufd  bias  in  a  great  public 
question.  Jx  w^  because  he  felt  that  it 
would  be  Hie  most  extraordinary  of  all 
propositions,  that  parliament,  which  in 
1811,  and  1812,  ^d  in  the  previous  years, 
had,  in  different  ways,  dealt  with,  con- 
trolled, and  modified  this  privy  fund, 
should  now  be  precluded  from  touching 
it,  that  he  voted  for  the  amendoient  of  his 
right  hon.  friend,  thereby  acknowledging 
tliue  great  principle  of  parliamentary  inter- 
ference  in  all  n^atters  of  great  national 
concern^*— One  other  observation,  and  he 
would  sit  down.  |t  did  seem  to  bins 
somewhfkt  strange^  that  those  who  could 
not  shut  their  eyes  to  the  public  distress, 
should  say  that  there  was  no  alteration  ia 
the  state  ofthecQuntrY  since  1811.  though, 
it  was  notorious  thet  tne  pi^lic  debt  had 
greatly  increaaed,  and  that  peace  held  out 
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no  prcMptM  of  ditnioished'  burfhenrfi  The 
lioble  k>rd  who  opened  thifidebfttebad  raid 
indiscreetly'— he  would  not  say  invidioaily 
for  he  did  not  suppose  that  the  noble  lord 
intended  any  personal  rellectiooa ;  but 
the  noble  lord  ndd  moat  iroadviiedly  said 
that  his  proposition  could  not  be  rejected 
without  invdWing  Hi  infamy  those  who 
rejected  it.  This  ivas  hdrsh  language; 
but  in  the  face  of  tliis  formidable  denun^ 
ciation,  he  still  felt  it  his  duty,  l»  far  as 
his  means  were  able,  to  oppose  and  reject 
the  present  application.  The  hfixt,  and 
Imirned  gentleman  sat  down  aa:ild  getietal 
eheers. 

The  SoUciior  General^  m  ex(»liibatidn, 
aald  he  had  never  disputed  the  c^trolling 
pdwer  ef  {)arlianfent;  he  had  dnly  inrgaedK 
that  the  aneodinent  would  vlrtuiilly  repeal 
ealsting  acts« 

The  Attorney  Oeneml  spoke  flt  some 
leh^^thy  but  durrog  the  whdle  of  his  toeech 
the  tumult  Which  previdled  througn  the 
House  renderM  it  ImndsAible  t6  catch  k 
wo^d  in  the  gallery.  We  uflderMdod  hhn 
to  centendt  that  smce  the  year  1782,  iA 
^tery  account  which  had  been  laid  on 
their  table,  the  Heute  had  re^ognheed 
the  privy  parse  ai  the  privite  pro{UM/  of 
the  Kihg* 

Mr.  SiuaH  WortUvi  while  he  ldlo#ed 
the  great  talents  tad  ingenuity  of  ftbe  hott, 
and  learned  aentlemaii  who  had  ande  an 
Ale  n  speech  on  the  other  iidd  ef  the 
Hoii6e»  contended  that  his  argument  was 
a  complete  Mlacyi  and  that  he  had  given 
the  go-by  td  the  Heal  qnesiion.  It  tras 
never  contended,  that  parlialiient  had  Mt 
a  right  to  fogislate  on  Uie  privy  pufie,  but 
that  the  inter^lerenee  of  the  Hooae  in  this 
natter  was,  and  alwajf  I  should  be  tpienled 
and  cautious,  ifaasnmieh  aa  it  Waft  tne  pf^- 
perty»  not  vf  the  Crown,  but  of  Ib^  king. 
Were  they  now  to  legislate  in  Ibeuiuineir 
proposed,  it  would  be  interfering  with  the 
acta  which  made  the  privy  purse  private 
property*  It  was  a  fallacr  to  draw 
any  argument  from  the  mode  in  which  the 
payment  of  the  physicians  was  provided 
for.  They  could  not  be  viewea  in  the 
same  light  as  An  officer  of  the  Crown^and 
he  was  surprised  to  hear  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleiiiaO  employmg  attcn  an 
argument  Hewasasnnwilmig  as  any  man 
could  be,  to  add  to  the  buithene  of  the 
country,  but  he  felt  that  he  should  be 
doing  an  act  df  grosi  iojaatlce  were  he  to 
consent  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
The  committee  then  divided:   Forth^ 


aniend«tent»  188;  Against  it  fiBl :   Majo« 
rity  95. 

The  Resolution  was  tlien  agreed  to. 

List  of  the  Minority. 
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Fazakerley,  N. 
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Graham,  J.  R.  G. 
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Jx^ngman,  Geo. 
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MaiUand,J.B. 
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Nugent,  lord 
Newman,  R.  W. 
Onslow,  Arthur 
Ord,  Wm. 
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alive  to  the  necessity  of  economy  as  at 
the  present  moment.  With  regard  to  the 
office  of  custoSf  it  was  one  of  the  highest 
duties  and  of  the  heaviest  responsibility ; 
it  was  second  to  none  but  to  that  of  the 
regent ;  and  in  considering  this  subject, 
he  entreated  the  House  to  recollect >  that 
though  a  regency  had  been  established, 
it  was  but  a  delegated  power,  and  that 
the  king  was  still  king,  and  was  attended 
by  the  love  and  the  regrets  of  a  grateful 
people.  On  this  account  the  situation  of 
custos  ought  not  to  be  looked  on  as  a 
private  office ;  it  was  not  distinguishable 
from  any  other  office  in  the  Windsor  esta- 
blishment, excepting  by  its  superiority  and 
general  control :  in  principle,  however,  it 
Iras  the  same,  and  it  ought  to  be  paid  in 
the  same  way.  It  was  useless  to  repeat 
the  arguments  so  ably  urged  against 
^ose  who  insisted,  that  betaking  10,0CXV. 
from  the  privy  purse,  private  rights  and 
property  would  not  be  infringed ;  in  fact, 
they  had  remained,  and  would  remain, 
unanswered.  However  some  hon.  gentle- 
men might  object  to  the  communication 
made  by  his  noble  friend,  it  had  given 
him  (Mr.  Huskisson)  great  satisfaction: 
for  his  own  part,  he  would  rather  reject 
the  grant  altogether,  than  derive  the 
money  from  a  fund  which  ought  never  to 
be  touched ;  he  preferred  the  minor  in- 
justice of  not  compensating  his  royal 
highness  at  alL  than  the  greater  injustice 
of  employing  the  privy  purse  in  making 
that  compensation.  He  called  upon  par- 
Imment  to  protect  the  honour  of  the  duke 
of  York-^to  protect  its  own  honour,  by 
9cceding  to  the  resolution  of  his  noble 
friend,  without  breaking  in  upon  vested 
rights,  and  applying  to  a  source  to  which, 
for  national  purposes,  no  resort  ought 
ever  to  be  haa. 

Mr.  Hume  rose  amidst  loud  calls  for 
the  question,  and  was  for  some  minutes  in- 
audible. If,  he  said,  he  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  feelings  of  the  illustrious  personage 
so  often  alluded  to,  he  never  could  have 
authorised  the  statement  they  had  that 
night  heard  from  the  noble  lord,  namely, 
that  it  would  be  derogatory  to  his  royal 
higbness's  honour  to  undertake  the  duty 
of  superintending  the  treatment  of  the 
king  without  his  being  paid  for  it  [Ques- 
tion, question!].— -He  was  extremely 
sorry  that  the  House  would  not  extend 
their  patience  fbr  a  few  moments.  He 
himself  had  listened  with  great  patience 
io  all  the  gentlemen,  and  he  trusted  they 
would  hear  him.    He  was  quite  sure  that 
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his  Royal  Highness  would  perform  the  part 
of  a  dutiful  son  to  his  afflicted  sirej  with- 
out the  inc^itive  of  being  remunerated 
for  it.  What  was  the  British  parliament 
now  called  on  to  do?  To  take  10,000/. 
a-year  from  the  hard-earnings  of  the  dis« 
tressed  people,  in  order  to  put  it  into  the 
privy  purse;  for  to  burthen  the  public  with 
an  expense  that  ought  to  be  incurrred  by 
the  Crown,  was  putting  the  people's 
earnings  into  the  privy  purse.  It  was  to 
this  proceeding  that  the  public  were  look- 
ing, as  an  earnest  of  what  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  parliament  on  the  score  of 
economy.  These  might  be  unpleasant 
truths,  'but  they  ought  to  be  heard. 
After  the  declaration  made  by  the  noble 
lord,  and  the  law  subtleties  in  which  he 
dealt,  he  still  looked  to  the  stand  made 
by  his  right  hon.  friend,  not  one  of  whose 
arguments  had  been  answered.  They 
were  pulling  down  the  pillars  of  the  con- 
stitution, in  order  to  strengthen  its  Corin- 
thian capital.  He  would  repeat  it,  that 
they  were  proceeding  to  levy  10,000/.  a- 
year  upon  the  pockets  of  the  people  to 
put  it  hereafter  into  the  purse  of  the 
prince.  Whilst  the  subject  was  still  be«- 
fore  them,  he  wished  them  to  consider  the 
effect  of  their  decision  on  the  public.  He, 
for  one,  would  never  be  privy  to  such  an 
act;  and  should  sit  down  protesting 
against  a  measure  so  contrary  to  the  pub- 
lic feeling,  and  so  unauthorized  by  the 
royal  duke. 

Lord  (Jompton  said,  he  felt  the  necessity 
of  an  adherence  to  economy,  but  still 
there  were  measures  of  economy  which 
the  House  could  not  adopt,  and  he  con- 
sklered  the  present  to  be  one  of  those.  It 
was  evidently  a  doubtful  point  whether 
the  privy  purse  was  not  in  reality  the  pri- 
vate property  of  the  Crown ;  and  while 
only  a  doubt  rested  on  this  point — while 
the  balance  might  be  described  as  still 
trembling  with  fate — he  was  sure  the 
House  would  not  ti>ench  on  the  sacred 
rights  ef  sovereignty  in  the  person  of  a 
monarch,  whom  all  parties  in  that  House, 
whatever  were  their  differences,  had  so 
long  loved  and  revered.  Never,  he  was 
confident,  would  they  interpose  between 
their  sovereign  and  a  few  thousands  per 
annum.  He,  therefore,  for  one,  was 
prepared  to  vote  for  the  proposition  of 
his  noble  friend.  If,  indeed,  that  sove- 
reign were  seated  at  this  moment  on  his 
throne,  exercising  his  functions,  enjoying 
his  ancestorial  rule,  and  capable  of  calling 
on  his  people,  it  would  remain  with  then^ 
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altbourii  some  hesitatioo  were  expe- 
riencea»  to  answer  the  call.  Very  dilier- 
ent  was  the  Bituation  of  our  afflicted  mo- 
narch! When,  therefore,  he  reflected 
OD  his  melancholy  state,  he  considered  it 
happy  for  the  House,  that  they  had  found 
an  opportunity  of  testifying  their  unabated 
attachment  to  the  person  of  their  vener' 
able  and  beloved  king. 

Mr.  Mansfield  said,  he  had  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  House,  by  neglecting 
their  duty  to  the  people,  were  at  all  evinc- 
ing their  loydty  to  tne  venerable  and  af- 
flicted monarch  of  the  country.  He  lived 
among  a  class  of  persons  who  were  suffer- 
ing under  the  severest  pressure  of  distress, 
and  he  could  not  therefore  think,  that  by 
voting  for  the  original  motion,  he  would 
be  domg  his  duty,  as  he  saw  no  consist- 
ency in  giving  this  grant,  especially  after 
the  repeated  declarations  made  about  eco- 
nomy and  retrenchment.  He  had  the 
highest  respect  for  the  character  and  ta- 
lents of  the  duke  of  York,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  he  felt  all  that  attachment 
which  a  subject  could  feel  for  the  vener- 
able monarch  who  had  so  long,  so  ably, 
and  so  faithfully  presided  over  the  a&irs 
of  this  kingdom ;  but  he  felt,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  had  an  imperative  duty  to 
perform  to  his  constituents  and  the  public ; 
and  it  would  well  become  the  House  to 
reflect,  thst  they  had  their  duty  also  to 

J  perform  to  the  public,  as  well  as  their 
oyalty  to  evince  to  their  sovereign  and 
his  illustrious  son. 

Mr.  Wilson  said,  that  the  question  then 
before  the  House  was  certainly  one  of  the 
greatest  interest.  He  was  perfectly  aware, 
that  the  eyes  of  the  public  wei'e  fixed  upon 
the  House,  on  the  present  occasion.  He 
was  not  ashamed,  however,  to  say,  that 
he  was  not  to  be  always  bound  by  the 
popular  opinion,  as  he  anxiously  wished 
to  act  on  candid,  liberal  principles ;  but 
he  must  say,  that  on  the  present  occasion, 
he  should  unquestionably  vote  against  the 
measure  proposed  by  ministers,  and  give 
bis  hearty  support  to  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waiihman  rose  amidst 
loud  cries  of  question,  and  observed,  that 
if  a  future  occaiion  should  present  itself, 
it  was  his  intention  to  deliver  his  senti- 
ments fully  on  this  question.  That  future 
opportunity,  however,  he  hoped  would 
Jiot  occur,  but  that  the  subject,  would  be 
set  at  rest  by  the  vote  of  the  committee. 
He  had  only  one  remark  to  offer  at  present, 
and  it  was  this,  that  he  could  not  suppress 
the  indignation  with  which  he  had  heard 
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it  stated,  that  the  dukis  of  York  was  ready 
to  take  10,0002.  a*year,  provided  the  mo- 
ney should  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  an 
impoverished  people,  but  that  he  would 
not  accept  it  if  taken  from  the  privy  purse 
[Hear,  hear!]. 

Mr.  Hart  Davis  said,  that  he  had  come 
down  to  this  debate  with  his  mind  per- 
fectly open  to  conviction,  and  that  on  the 
subject  of  the  right  hon. gentleman's  (Mr. 
Tierney's)  amendment,  he  had  not  been 
pre -determined  against  any  proof  that 
might  be  offered  of  the  power  or  the  House 
of  Commons  legally  to  take  the  amount  of 
the  proposed  grant  to  the  custos  of  the 
kings  person,  from  the  privy  purse;  in 
this  proof,  however,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  wholly  failed.  But  if  this  right 
were  now  assumed,  by  the  Amendment 
being  carried,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty 
hereafter  to  propose,  that  the  late  grant 
to  his  royal  highness  prince  Leopold, 
should  be  taken  into  consideration,  with 
a  view  to  its  being  greatly  reduced.  Thia 
grant  of  50,000/.  per  annum,  was  as  larse 
as  the  king's  establishment,  and  nearly 
three  times  as  large  as  that  of  the  junior 
branches  of  the  royal  family.  He  asked, 
whether  there  was  any  member  of  that 
House  who,  in  assenting  to  0iis  allowance, 
did  not  consider  it  as  intended  for  the 
widower  of  their  future  queen  ?  and  he 
wished  to  be  informed  upon  what  principle 
it  could  be  argued,  that  one  act  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  protection  of  property  should 
be  held  more  sacred  than  another  ?  He 
desired  the  House,  therefore,  to  consider 
what  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  the 
Amendment  must  lead  to. '  He,  indeed, 
looked  with  the  greatest  jealousy  at  this 
proposition  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
He  was  not  ashamed  of  avowing  himself 
a  Tory,  or  rather  he  gloried  in  the  titles 
but  not  as  frequently  explained  in  that 
House.  The  only  dirorence  he  knew  of 
between  a  good  Old  Whig  and  Tory  was, 
that  the  Whig  apprehended  the  more  im- 
mediate dan|;er  to  the  constitution  from 
the  undue  influence  of  the  Crown,  where- 
as, the  Tory  conceived  that  it  was  as 
Jikelv  to  arise  from  the  encroaching  and 
overbearing  license  of  the  people.  He 
was,  however,  convinced,  that  both  would 
be  found  fighting  under  the  same  banner, 
whenever  a  real  attack  was  made  upon  the 
constitution  [loud  cheers]. — Little  had 
been  said  that  night  upon  the  question  of 
most  import,  namely,  the  policy  of  reduc- 
ing the  idng's  household  to  ao  low  a  scale. 
For  his  part,  he  had  much  rather  have 
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toted  It  as  it  ekifited  unde^  Ae  former 
ffettlement.  It  was  his  opiniooy  that  AW 
was  the  last  aavfng  that  shoald  have  been 
resorted  tOy  and  that  only  under  an  over- 
Whelming  necessitj.  He  put  it  to  the 
House,  whether  we  could  be  said  to  be 
reduced  to  this  necessity,  as  long  as  we 
had  a  peace  establishment  of  twenty  mil* 
If  ons  ?  He  assured  the  noble  lord,  he  was 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  he  had 
heard  him  that  night  not  only  with  pain, 
but  with  disgust,  whilst  he  was  attempting 
to  prove  to  the  House  that  he  had  pared 
down  the  royal  establishment  to  the  last 
farthing.  He  was  not  insensible  (far  from 
It )  to  the  advantage  of  a  saving  of  SOfiOOL 
per  annum,  but  he  could  have  wished  it 
to  have  proceeded  fVom  a  more  legitimate 
iource.  He  thought  that  the  duke  of 
York's  refusal  to  re'cfeive  a  peduniary  com- 
pensation fVom  the  funds  of  the  priv^  purs6 
arose  from  the  most  delicate  feelings  of 
the  human  mind  towards  his  father  tod 
his  king.  He  (Mr.  Davis)  spoke  ai  the 
l^presentative  of  a  great  city,  and  in  the 
name  bf  its  loyal  population,  who,  he  was 
eonfideilt,  would  have  borne  any  priva- 
tion rather  than  that  their  aged  and  be- 
loved sovf&reign  should  be  derived  (pos- 
sibly in  tile  liHt  year  of  his  li«&  and  reim) 
of  those  necessary  appeikdages  of  roydtyj 
Which  wfere  intimately  blended  with  the 
best  interests  of  his  people,  which  all  his 
ancestors  had  enjoyed,  which  that  House 
had  itkewise  con&rred  upon  him,  and 
which  the  constitution  sanctioned  and  ap- 
|>roved.  On  the  subject  of  the  right  faon. 
gentleman's  amendment  he  felt  that  it  was 
an  unjustifiable  attack  upon  private  pr6- 
berty,  and  as  such  should  give  it  his  most 
hearty  dissent. 

A  Member,  whose  name  we  could  not 
learn,  expressed  much  surprise  at  the 
language  just  used  by  one  m  the  members 
for  the  city.  For  his  own  part,  he  scarcely 
knew  how  to  mention  royalty  in  a  House 
of  Commons.  He  recollectetl  the  tkne 
When  his  royal  hlj^ness  the  duke  of  York 
was  the  object  of  as  foul  ah  isittack  as  had 
ever  been  made  upon  an  individual  of  ex« 
alted  rank.  At  that  time  he  yielded  to 
the  sense  of  the  House,  and  retired  with 
dignity.  He  was,  however,  sodn  recalled 
to  oince,  and  many  j^rsons  were  sorry 
for  the  part  they  had  taken  against  him. 
If  the  House  should  vote  for  the  (iroposed 
amendment,  they  m%bt  als6  see  reason 
to  regret  such  a  vote  hereafter. 

The  SoUekar  General  observed,  that 
nothing  which  ha  had  heard  durhog  the 
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observationa  made  by  the  rrghe  lion,  gen- 
tleman opposite  could  induce  him  ta 
alter  the  opinions  he  had  formed  on  the 
subject  then  before  the  House.  The 
conclusions  he  had  come  to^  after  a  very 
mature  deliberation,  were,  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman^  would  be  nothing  less  than  n 
complete  invasion  of  the  rights  of  privato 
property,  recognized  and  sanctioned  by 
the  parliament  as  such.  It  had  been 
contended  by  gentlemen  opposite,  that 
the^  52nd  of  the  king  bore  them  out  in 
their  support  of  the  righi  hon.  gentle- 
man's ameifidment ;  but  he  should  i  contra 
contend,  that  the  spirit  of  that  act  made 
dtreetty  against  that  amendment.  The 
first  question  to  be  considered  in  this  case 
was,  if  the  privy  purse  and  the  revemiea 
of  the  dnchy  of  Lancaster  were  not  jbH-^ 
vate  propertV  ?  In  answer,  it  could  first 
bd  stateo,  that  there  were  three  solemn 
ehactmehtif  oh  the  table^  recognizing  tho 
privy  purser  as  private  property.  He  was^ 
therefore,  not  a  little  astonished  to  hear 
It  taid,  that  it  was  only  in  1799  dr  I80(>, 
that  the  pHyy  purse  had  been  recogniied 
as  soth.  It  was  impossible  ^at  the 
House  could  forget  the  celebrated  Speech 
8f  Mr.  Btirke  on  economical  reform; 
when  it  was  stated,  in  language  that 
would  last  while  England  itself  existed^ 
that  the  privy  purse  was  the  private  pro^ 
perty  of  the  king,  and  that  the  honour 
of  tne  House  was  boand  to  provide,  not 
only  for  the  support  and  mmntenance  of 
hia  majesty,  but  for  those  funds  from 
which  his  private  benevolence  was  to 
flow.  But  although  there  existsd  no 
strictly  legislative  enactments,  ft-om  what 
the  House  could  reason,  at  he  had  done  ; 
yet  so  much  had  the  privy  purse  been 
considered  as  the  private  property  of  the 
king,  that  no  return  of  its  disbnrsementa 
was  ordered  by  the  parliament,  nor  any 
responsible  officer  appointed  fot  such  pur^ 
pose.  If  it  had  been  otherwise  regarded, 
surely  the  s&me  exercise  of  jealousy  would 
have  been  observed  in  tiiat  case  as  in  Uie 
other  branches  of  the  royal  revenue,  and 
he  was  bound  to  take  it  as  incontrovertf- 
blOt  almost  from  that  fact  alone,  that  the 
privy  pnrse  was  the  private  property  of 
the  Crown.  Not  only  was  thb  general 
iflsprasaion,  as  he  had  stated,  but  ttfia 
king  himself  had  acted  upon  it  as  his  re- 
oo^ised  ^vate  property;  dftd  made 
SOfife  purchases  in  land  and  other  things, 
die  propriety  of  which  he  had  never  yOt 
Itard  djtputed.    If  the  House  Ifreed  to 
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the  tmeDdment  propo«ed  by  the  i^t 
faoD.  genUemany  tney  would  grossly  vio- 
late the  law  upon  the  subject.  Great 
itress  seemed  to  have  been  laid  upon  the 
S9th  and  40th  of  the  king»  by  gentlemen 
opposite;  bi|t  be  begged  leave  to  say, 
that  that  act  applied  prospectivebry  and 
not  in  the  limited  manner  to  which  they 
thought  proper  to  restrict  it.  It  enacted 
particularly  and  distinctly,  that  all  the 
past  and  futiir^  savings  accruing  to  or  in 
the  privy  pur^e,  should  be  at  the  full  iind 
entire  disposal  of  ^he  king.  4^ni  t|ien, 
up  to  the  ye^  Idll,  it  was  admitted, 
that  the  privy  purse  had  been  l^eld  sacred. 
Xhat  admission  was  worth  some^iingy  be.- 
cause  it  aaved  9ome  trouble  in  referring 
to  old  acta,  and  from  1311  to  the  present 
period,  it  couU  be  easily  demonstrated, 
that  no  circumstances  had  occurred,  call- 
ing  for  or  warrai>ting  that  conatniclioa  of 
|he  52nd  of  the  ]dog,  which  formed  the 
basis  of  all  the  reasoning  indulged  in  oa 
theotber  side.  The  act  of  1811  sano- 
tioned  and  confirmed  to  his  m^^y,  in 
the  event  of  his  recovery  from  a  cabiniity 
be  was  sure  eyery  member  of  both  sides 
filike  deplored,  .tlye  full  and  entire  dis- 

nl  of  any  saving  of  the  privy  purse- 
did  not  confirm  it  in  express  terms, 
it  evidently  cpnt^plated  such  a  power ; 
and  whether  the  king  had  made  a  will  or 
not,  as  stated  by  the  r^ht  hon.  gentle- 
man, did  not  avail  an  iota  to  the  argu- 
pneota  used  by  that  right  hon.  gentleman, 
^nd  could  certainly  be  no  groui^  on 
which  he  could  build  the  hope  of  caKirying 
f»k  aroendfnej^t.  Ife  would  seriously 
wish,  howeyery  ^o  ask  tlio  Hou^e,  if  |i^ 
majesty  w^  to  be  deprived  of  the  povf  er 
of  rewarding  hjs  tried  and  fiutfiful  ser- 
3rants,  in  the  event  of  his  recovery  i  ,Xbi^ 
xecovery  might  be  distant,  be  wqiwld 
^mit ;  but  while  the  possibility  of  its  oc- 
curring existed,  the  legislature  j9^9sju)4  not 
bonourably,  nor  consistently  despoil  him 
of  a  right,  which,  if  he  had  tfaie  uae  of 
bis  faculties,  they  would  not  thiiik  of 
touchinff  or  of  questioning.  In  an  appeal 
to  the  feelings  of  the  House,  he  hoped  for 
no  success,  although  there  we^e  some 
topics  in  the  question  before  him,  that 
could  furnish  the  materials;  but  a  dry 
legal  investigation  of  fcu  of  parliament 
was  all  he  felt  capable  of  entering  into, 
and  at  »o  late  an  hour,  he  feared  they 
would  prove  not  only  uninteresting,  but 
iatiffuing.  The  enactments,  however, 
<of  the  61st  of  the  king,  would  evidepdy 
jbow,  tl^t  the  privy  purfe  was  alwfya  9p- 


plicaUe  to  the  private  wants,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  private  calls  of  the  Crown. 
They  contained,  beside,  a  distingt  recog- 
nition of  its  being  private  property,  and 
at  the  uncontrolled  disposal  of  the  king. 
And  he  cp^ld  not  too  often  repeat,  that 
if  the  amendment  were  carried,  as  anti- 
cipated by  the  triumphal  looks  qf  thp 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  opposite, 
that  it  w,pvi!^^  not  only  be  an  infrixigement 
of,  but  an  actual  repeal  of  the  law.  And 
would  the  House  consent  to  such  an  act } 
Would  they  iiivade  or  deftroy  the  law 
(hey  were  bouod  in  duty  to  prptect  ?  Hq 
hoped,  for  the  sake  of  honour,  for  the  sake 
of  ap  a^icted  king,  that  they  were  noi 
£The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  her^ 
read  soqie  extracts  from  the  act  of  par- 
liament to  which  he  had  alluded,  buD 
whicli  as  he  read  them,  excited  cries  of 
Hear,  hear  1  and  **  go  on'*  from  the  op- 
|»o^^pn  benches.]  He  was  little  knowt^ 
if  any  gentleman  could  imagine  tbiit  he 
WQM  omit  to  read  the  whole  passag^ 
altl^pngh  gentlemen  opposite  seemed  anxi- 
ous from  their  cries  of  hear  1  to  nuke  it 
appear  as  if  he  had  been  quoting  the  texjc 
agaij^t  himself.  But  such  a  conduct 
would  be  unworthy  of  any  man-Hi  con- 
flict he  trusted  he  never  would  be  found 
to  pursue,  even  though  his  own  defeat 
and  the  triumph  of  others  should  be  the 
cpnsequence.  But  to  continue,  whea 
parliameat  |iad  interfered  in  the  year 
ISll,  they  looked  to  the  manner  in  yrhich. 
the  king  bad  been  accustomed  to  dispose 
of  the  revenues  of  the  privy  purse;  an4 
when  in  1812  t^e  question  was  again  dis- 
cussed, they  proceeded  exactlv  on  the 
same  principle.  His  majesty  had  set  asid^ 
a  portion  of  the  privy  purse,  out  Qf  which 
he  paid  the  physicians  for  their  attend^npo 
whenever  it  haid  been  required,  exclusive 
of  th^t  public  sum,  which  thejr  received 
as  the  physicians  of  the  sovereign.    The 

Erivy  ^urse  was  the  only  fond  that  ena^ 
lea  him  to  exercise  benevolence,  and  he 
again  99ked  the  House  if  they  would  fur- 
ther  add  to  his  calamity,  by  depriving 
him  at  the  verji^e  of  life,  perhaps  at  the 
last  )iour  of  existence,  of  those  means  of 
rewarding  p^rit,  which,  wh^n  in  better 
health,  he  bad  been  wont  to  apply  to  sucb 
generous  purposes?  The  cuttos  of  the 
king  should  be  viewed  as  the  delegate  of 
a  great  public  trust ;  and  he  asked  if  the 
d^egate  of  a  public  trust  should  be  re- 
munerated from  Uie  property  of  a  private 
fund?  When  lOfiCOL  a-year  had  been 
voted  to  the  queen  as  the  cusUn  of  th^ 
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king,  no  objection  was  taken  as  to  the 
impropriety  of  the  burthen  falling  where . 
It  ought  to  have  fallen — on  the  public. 
And  he  could  see  no  change  in  the  coun- 
try's general  circumstances  since  that  pe- 
riod, as  to  justify  the  invasion  of  private 
property,  and  the  repeal  of  that  law  which 
was  the  best  and  only  guarantee  of  pri- 
vate and  public  security.^     An  attempt 
had  been  made  to  liken  the  custos  of  the 
king  to  the  committee  appointed  to  su- 
perintend the  concerns  or  a  private  lu- 
natic;   but  no  analogy  whatsoever  ex- 
isted between  them.    In  the  case  of  the 
private  individual,  his  property  was  bound 
to  his  support  as  well  when  insane  as 
eane ;  but  in  the  case  of  the  king  it  was 
wideljT  different.    The  public  support  of 
the  kmg  was  drawn  from  parliament,  and 
in  any  change  of  his  condition,  the  public 
still  were  pledged  to  his  support     His 
dignity  and  the  people's  honour  alike  de- 
manded it.    But  wherefore  apply  his  pri- 
'vate  property  to  the  liquidation  of  a  debt 
the  public  always  felt  itself  pledged  to 
pay  ?   The  privy  purse  was  ongintdly  set 
apart  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  to  the 
sovereign  the  means  of  rewarding  merit, 
relieving  distress,  and  performing  various 
other  acts  of  kindness  and  humanity ;  but 
never  was,  and  never  could  have  been  in- 
tended for  the  purpose  of  his  maintenance 
cr  support.    The  House  should  consider, 
that  the  king  was  no  longer  in  a  condi- 
tion to  protect  his  own  interests,  except 
through  the  servants  of  the  Crown,  and 
a   proportionate    delicbcy   and    caution 
should    be  exercised   on   the    occasion. 
The  House  on  the  present  question  should 
stand  between  the  people  and  the  king ; 
and  if  even  a  doubt  existed  as  to  the  fact 
of  the  privy  purse  being  private  property, 
-under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
they  were  called  upon  to  vote  in  favour 
of  their  revered  and  afflicted  monarch. 
But,  satisfied  as  he  was  of  its  being,  as 
indeed  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be,  a  de- 
licate  and  important  consideration,   the 
peculiar  situation  of  the  sovereign  called 
for  that  demonstration  of  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment which  he   trusted  the  House 
would  that  night  make.    If  the  kmg  had 
any  creditors  at  his  death,  and  the  fact 
might  be  so,  however  improbable  it  then 
appeared,   the  parliament,  it  would  be 
found,   had  already   (hedged   the  privy 
purse  to  its  liquidation,    fia  shoula  not 
however  further  trespass  on  the  patience 
or  indulgence  of  the  House*     A  cry  of 
#pooomy  had  been  raisedf  ^md  econoioy 
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well  timed  and  properly  applied  was  most 
necessary;  but  when  talking  of  economy, 
the  House  should  take  the  utmost  care 
of  interfering  with  the  rights  or  security 
of  private  property.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  then  entered  into  a  recspitula- 
tion  of  his  principal  arguments,^ entered 
into  an  able  review  of  the  several  acts 
he  had  previously  cited  on  the  subject, 
and  concluded  by  remarking,  that  the 
duty  confided  to  the  duke  of  York  was 
one  of  such  high  responsibility,  that  it 
had  been  thought  proper  to  associate 
others  with  him ;  ana  in  case  of  his  ma- 
jesty's recovery,  the  immediate  resump- 
tion of  his  royal  functions  was  provided 
for;  that  the  duke's,  as  a  public  trust, 
ousht  to  be  rewarded  by  the  public; 
and,  if  it  was  not  one  of  that  description, 
what  had  parliament  to  do  with  it  ?  The 
duke  of  York  had  been  chosen,  not  be- 
cause he  was  one  of  the  king's  sons,  but 
because  he  was  most  confided  in  by  the 
House-.  He  rested,  therefore,  on  the 
broad  principle,  that  a  public  duty  was 
not  to  be  remunerated  or  rewarded  out  of 
a  private  property ;  and  that  it  behoved 
that  House,  and  he  earnestly  besought  it 
to  consider,  that  in  acceding  to  the 
amendment,  it  would  commit  a  decided 
infringement  on  the  private  property  of 
the  king.  [The  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man sat  down  amidst  loud  cheers  from  the 
ministerial  benches.] 

Mr.  Scarlett  hoped  to  be  indulged  with 
the  attention  of  the  House  while  he  made 
a  few  observations.  He  did  not  feel  that 
the  argument  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  who  had  just  sat  down,  though  it 
appeared  to  have  convinced  himself,  and 
though  it  had  received  so  much  applause 
from  those  about  him,  had  added  one 
tittle  to  the  strength  of  the  case,  as  ex- 
plamed  in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
eendeman  f  Mr.  Peel)  who  had  preceded 
him.  His  lion,  and  learned  friend  had 
done  little  more  than  give  that  speech  ia 
another  form,  and  he  believed,  therefore, 
he  should  best  discharge  his  dut^,  by  fol- 
lowing the  argument  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  point  by  point,  and  though  he 
could  not  promise  to  furnish  ornament 
for  ornamenjt,  he  would  endeavour  to 
give  him  reason  for  reason.  Great  stress 
was  laid,  in  the  first  place,  on  the  principle 
of  Mr.  Burke's  act :  now  in  hfs  opinion, 
that  act  led  to  a  directly  opposite  conclu- 
sion to  the  one  put  upon  it ;  for  it  made 
it  incumbent  on  the  Crown  to  submit  to 
parliament  an  estimate  of  the  privy  purse. 
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and  thereby  recogoiafed  the  public  too- 
trol  over  what  it  was  now  pretended  was 
to  be  considered  merely  as  private  pro- 
perty. Indeed,  whatever  might  have  been 
the  law  before  that  period,  yet  after  that 
act  of  Mr.  Burke,  the  privy  purse  must 
be  considered  as  liable  to  the  investigation 
and  consideration  of  the  House:  whether 
a  larger  or  a  smaller  sum  than  was  there 
appomted  might  be  in  future  necessary, 
was  left  perfectly  open  for  future  discus- 
sion. And  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  act, 
the  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man seemed  intended  to  prove,  not  merely 
that  the  House  was  locked  op  from  consi- 
dering whether  60,000/.  might  or  might 
not,  be  a  proper  rental  for  the  king,  but 
that  parliament  might  not  for  a  moment 
enter  even  upon  the  threshold  of  such  an 
inquiry.  It  was  too  sacred  to  be  touched, 
or  even  alluded  to !  The  fallacy  of  such 
reasoning  was  at  once  exposed  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  act  itself;  and  the  S9th  and 
40th  of  the  king  had  expressly  recognized 
this  principle.  Indeed,  it  would  have  been 
most  extraordinary,  if  a  different  course 
had  been  pursued.  He  would  go  further 
and  say,  that  if  at  that  period  any  person 
could  have  predicted  that  a  large  portion 
of  the  sum  granted  would  become  unne- 
cessary, and  would  form,  by  its  repeated 
accumulations,  a  surplus  for  merely  pri- 
vate uses— he  would  say,  that,  under  such 
an  impression,  parliament  would  not  have 
done  its  duty  to  the  cotmtry  if  it  had  not 
expressly  reserved  a  right  of  interference. 
[Hear,  hear!].  The  main  object  of  the 
39th  and  40th  of  the  king  was,  to  enable 
him  to  dispose  of,  and  distribute  such  pro- 
perty as  he  might  acquire  by  purchase  or 
by  devise,  and,  without  fixing  any  precise 
unalterable  sum,  to  declare  that  his 
savings  mi^ht  also  be  disposed  of  without 
the  liabilities  existing  under  former  sta- 
-tutes.  Whether  the  course  thus  taken  by 
the  House  had  been  constitutional  or  not 
—there  were  many  who  thought  it  not  so 
— >he  would  not  now  inquire ;  for  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  present  question : 
but  he  would  ask,  whether  there  was  any 
thine  in  the  enactment  which  showed  that 
the  House  had  abandoned  its  control 
over  the  aonual  income  and  application  of 
the  privy  purse,  except  as  expressly  ex- 
cepted ?— >He  came  now  to  the  first  act, 
passed  in  consequence  of  his  majesty's 
lamented  indisposition.  It  was  at  that 
time  confidently  stated,  that  his  majesty's 
nialady  was  of  a  temporary  nature :  that 
liis  recovery  might  be  expected  at  no  dis> 


tant  period :  that  it  was,  dierefore,  expe- 
dient and  decorousi  that  when  the  kmg 
awoke  from  his  painful  dream,  he  might 
see  himself  surrounded  by  familiar  faces, 
and  recognize  all  those  objects  from  which 
he  could  derive  consolation,  or  which 
could  add  to  his  comfort  or  dignity:  and 
that,  above  all,  he  might  have  the  pleasure 
of  learning,  that  all  those  persons  who 
had  been  used  to  taste  of  that  bounty  in 
which  his  spirit  of  benevolent  sympathy 
delighted,  had  not  been  in  the  least  in- 
jured by  the  temporary  suspension  of  his 
personaJ  power  to  serve  them.  But  what 
did  all  these  provisions  mean  ?  Did  they 
not,  in  their  very  nature— in  their  very 
terms— imply  that  those  who  made  them 
had  also  the  power  of  withholding  them  ? 
In  other  words,  was  there  not  a  distinct 
right  of  control,  present  and  future? 
Suppose  the  act  were  to  be  considered  as 
temporary,  then  it  was  obvious  that  parlia- 
ment had  the  right  of  modifying,  or  rescind- 
ing them  when  the  odcasion  was  past. 
Suppose  the  occasion  not  temporary, — in 
other  words,  that  the  king's  malady  was 
fixed  and  permanent — ^then  it  was  obvious 
that  parliament  must  have  the  power  of 
altering  those  provisions  which  had  been 
made  m  contemplation  of  a  temporary 
illness.  In  either  case,  the  right  of  con- 
trol was  not  abandoned,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary was  recognized  as  a  matter  of  course. 
The  52nd  of  the  king  also  recognized  and 
exercised  this  right ;  for  it  made  some  al- 
teration in  the  distribution  of  this  privy 
fund,  and  directed,  that  a  certain  sum 
might  be  paid  out  of  it  to  physicians  and 
medical  attendants.  Now  what  had  his 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Tiemey )  contend- 
ed for  this  night '  Not  as  to  the  amount 
of  physicians  feesy  or  any  other  fees  to  be 
paid  out  of  this  fund :  he  had  not  entered 
mto  such  comparatively  private  parti- 
culars, but  he  had  contended,  on  a  broad 
rinciple,  that  the  privy  purse  was  not  to 
e  considered  as  locked  up  from  the  view 
and  inquiry  of  parliament.  He  had  not 
raised  any  question  whether  the  proposed 
grant  to  the  duke  of  York  would  or  would 
not  be  a  judicious  application  of  the  fund ; 
but  whether  the  House  had  a  right  to 
apply  it  at  all.  And  here  he  mu&t  notice 
a  strange  inconsistency  in  the  arguments 
of  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
who  descanted  so  much  on  the  sacredness 
of  this  fund.  With  one  breath  they  pre- 
tended that  physicians  might  be  paid  out 
of  it,  and  with  the  very  next  they  call  it 
inviolable^  and  inapplicable  to  all  other 
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purposes.  Let  not  such  an  inconsistency 
pass  for  an  argument.  The  question  wa^ 
not»  whether  the  payment  of  the  duke  of 
York  would  be  a  proper  one>  but  whether 
the  House  bad  not  as  much  right  to  apply 
part  of  the  «um  in  his  case  as  in  the  case 
of  tlie  physicians :  it  was  ridiculous  to  say 
that  the  physicians  attendant  on  the  king, 
and  acting  under  the  superin tendance  of 
parliament^  were  private  persons:  they 
were  no  more  private  individuals  than  the 
custos  himself:  mdeed,  every  person  now 
attending  on  the  king  wasj  and  ipust  of 
necessity  be  a  public  servant  or  officer. 
For  the  sanie  reason^  the  privy  purse  of 
a  king  could  never  be  considered  private, 
in  the  ^  sense  in  which  the  property 
of  an  indiYidual  is  considered  private. 
The  right  hon.  gentlemiw  (Mr.  Peel)  had 
madjB  what  be  seemed  to  consider,  a  very 
triumphant  argument  out  of  what  he  ( Mr. 
Scarlett)  coiJd  not  help  thinking  little 
better  than  an  arithmetical  puzz\e.  He  had 
asked,  as  the  60,000/.  of  the  privy  purse 
were  nearly  absorbed,  and  nothing  re- 
mained to  the  Crown,  but  the  10,000/. 
a  year  from  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  monstrous  that  the 
duke  of  York  should  be  paid  by  the  duke 
of  Lancaster  for  taking  care  of  the  king  i 
£alangh.3  A  little  transposition  woidd 
completely  destroy  the  effect  of  this 
antithetical  argument  or  riddle.  Sup- 
pose the  expenses  /to  tb^  amount 
of  10,000/.)  paid  out  of  the  privy  purse, 
were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue  of 
ihe  duchy,  and  thus  that  after  all  deduc* 
tions  a  surplus  should  remain  of  10,000/. 
or  12,000/.  in  tbe  privy  purse,  applicable, 
if  thought  proper,  to  tbe  payment  of  the 
cuao$9  wh^t  then  would  become  of  this 
amusine  jumble  apd  argumentative  play 
•of  words  about  tne  dukes  of  York  and 
Lancaster?— But  to  return  to  the  ques- 
tion ^  of  control ;  would  any  man  say 
if  circumstances  had  arisen  or  should 
4irise,  which  might  make  it  expedient 
to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  privy  purse 
to  40,000/.,  that  {Murliament  had  not  the 
right  so  to  reduce  it  ?  And  if  it  had  a 
right  to  diminish  it,  surely  it  bad  a  right 
to  apply  it.  To  be  sure,  \n  1811,  when 
the  question  came  before  the  Houf  ^,  they 
did  not  diminish  tbe  income,  but  they  did 
control  iti  they  did  apply  it.— He  should 
now  address  a  fpw  words  to  the  omamen* 
tH  part  of  the  speech  of  the  «rijjht  boo. 
gentleman  who  had  descanted  with  such 
warmth  and  such  pathos  on  the  preamble 
of  theactof  the  1st  George  drd.  The.  right 
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hon.  gentleman  had  done  adustice  to  our 
ancestors,  when  he  ascribed  such  exclu- 
sive loyalty  to  the  framers  of  that  act. 
Had  the  right  hon.  gentleman  read  the 
1st  of  Geo.  2nd,  as  well  as  the  1st  of  Geo. 
Srd,  he  would  have  seen,  in  the  preamble 
of  the  former  statute,  all  that  loyalty  of 
feeling  and  beauty  of  phraseology  which 
so  delighted  him  m  the  latter.  If  be  could 
hope  to  make  as  f^at  an  impression  on 
the  House  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  he 
would  read  this  neglected  preamble ;  but 
as  he  despaired  of  producing  an  equal 
effect,  he  would  refer  tbe  right  hon.  gen- 
tlen^an  to  it,  who  would  there  find  the 
same  warqa  effusions  of  affectionate  senti- 
m|9nt,  the  same  overflowing  eloquence  of 
language,  sp  justly  dedicated  to  our  pre- 
sent sovereign,  had  previously  decorate^ 
the  character  of  his  illustrious  predecessor. 
[Cheers  1].  He  trusted  that  no  one 
woul^  impute  to  him  the  wish  of  treating 
this  subject  with  levity  ^^r  disrespect,  or 
of  entertaining  any  feelmgs  but  those  of 
affection  and  veneration  ror  our  afflicted 
and  amiable  soyereign.  He  approached 
the  question  with  reverence  for  the  cha- 
rac^r  of  him,  to  whom,  all  unconscious  as 
he  fvfis,  it  chiefly  referred.  He  felt,  in 
common  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
the  utmost  nicety  on  the  point  of  private 
property ;  and  be  would  say,  that  if  he 
considered  the  privy  purse  to  be  private 
property,  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  word, 
ne  .would  not  have  o&redawordin  favour 
of  the  amendment :  but  it  was  because  he 
ko^w  that  the  habit  of  his  profession  su- 
perinduced a  peculiar  nicety  in  matters  of 
prpperty,  tb^t  he  was  determined  to  watch 
witb  jealousy,  and  guard  with  caution, 
against  this  habitual  bias  in  a  great  public 
question.  It  was  because  he  felt  that  it 
would  be  tbie  most  extraordinary  of  all 
propositions,  that  parliament,  which  ia 
1811,  and  1812,  ana  in  the  prerious  years, 
had,  in  different  ways,  dealt  with,  con- 
trolled, and  modified  Uiis  privy  fund, 
should  now  be  precluded  from  touching 
it,  that  he  voted  for  the  amendment  of  his 
right  boo.  friend,  thereby  acknowledging 
the  great  principle  of  parliamentary  inter- 
ference in  all  matters  of  great  national 
concern^— One  other  observation,  and  he 
would  sjt  down*  It  did  seem  to  him 
somewhat  strange,  that  those  who  could 
not  shut  their  eyes  to  tbe  public  distress, 
should,  say  that  there  was  no  alteration  in 
the  state  oftheoQuntrv  since  181L  though, 
it  was  notorious  that  the  public  oebt  had 
greatly  increased^  and  that  peace  held  ou^ 
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no  pro8p(?et  of  df tniniftbed  bUTthenil  The 
tioble  k>rd  who  opened  thisdebntebad  said 
indMcreetlj-— he  would  not  Bay  iimdioasiy 
for  he  did  not  suppose  that  the  noble  lord 
intended  anj  persdnal  reflectiooa ;  bat 
the  noble  lord  hrid  most  unadvisedly  slud 
that  his  proposition  could  not  be  rejected 
without  invoWfng  fh  infamy  those  #ho 
rejected  it;  This  ivSB  harsh  Iftit^age; 
but  in  the  face  of  tliis  formidabli!  denun« 
ciation,  he  still  felt  it  his  duty,  t»  far  as 
his  means  were  able,  to  oppose  and  reject 
the  present  application.  The  hon.  ami 
learned  gentleman  sat  down  aa:ild  genearal 
eheers. 

The  Sdidtor  General,  in  exf»1sitiati0ti» 
said  he  had  never  disputed  the  ccMtroUitag 
pdwer  of  ftflfrliantent ;  fae  had  dnly  ftrgued, 
that  the  ameodinent  would  virtually  repeal 
existing  actSi 

The  Aiiomey  Oeneral  spoke  at  some 
leh^h,  but  durmg  the  whefle  of  his  Speech 
the  tttmult  Whieh  prevailed  throngn  the 
Hdose  rendered  it  imposAible  to  catch  k 
word  in  the  gallery.  Vie  uddeTStdod  hitn 
to  eontendi  that  since  the  year  1782,  ill 
tetery  account  which  had  been  kid  on 
their  table»  the  House  had  recognized 
the  privy  purse  all  the  pritatb  profUMy  of 
thekihg^ 

Mn  Siuart  Woritey^  while  he  allowed 
the  great  talents  tod  Tngennity  of  tfie  hOtt, 
and  learned  gentleman  who  had  Daade  so 
able  a  speech  on  the  other  sldd  of  the 
House,  contended  that  his  argument  Was 
a  complete  fdlacy,  and  that  he  had  given 
the  go-by  to  the  rad  qoeiUon.  It  Was 
never  contended,  that  pairlialnent  had  aet 
a  right  to  legislate  on  tne  privy  putve,  but 
that  the  ittter((»renee  of  the  House  in  this 
matter  was,  and  always  should  be  spianled 
and  cautious,  ibasmueh  ai  it  Waft  tne  pro^ 
perty,  not  of  the  Crowns  but  of  thfe  king, 
were  thby  now  to  legklate  in  tbe  matinet 
proposed,  it  would  be  fnterfbrittg  with  the 
acta  which  made  the  prfvy  pnrse  private 
property.  It  was  a  fallacy  to  draw 
any  argument  from  the  mode  m  whieh  tbe 
payment  of  tlie  physicians  was  provided 
for.  They  cduld  not  be  viewed  in  the 
same  light  as  An  officer  of  tbe  Crown,  and 
he  was  surprised  to  hear  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentlettiailk  employing  sneh  an 
argument.  Hewasasnnwillingasattyman 
could  be,  to  add  to  the  buitbena  of  the 
country,  but  he  felt  that  he  should  be 
doing  an  ad  df  gross  injastice  were  he  to 
consent  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
The  committee  then  divided:   For  th0 


amendmtenti  18S;  Against  it  fiSI  t   Majo« 
rity  95. . 

The  Resolution  was  tlien  agreed  to. 
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Tuesday^  March  23* 

Cork  Bill  —  Petition  from  Not- 
tingham.] Lord  Rancliffe,  in  present- 
ing a  petition  from  Nottingham,  against 
the  Corn  Act,  took  occasion  to  observe, 
that  he  agreed  with  the  petitioners, 
that  notwithstanding  the  speecli  from  the 
throne,  assaring  them  that  the  manu&c- 
tures,  commerce,  and  trade  of  the  country 
were  in  a  flourishing  state,  the  greatest 
distress  existed  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts. 

Sir  R.  Wikon  observed,  that  what  he 
had  said  on  a  former  occasion,  with  re- 
spect to  the  subject  of  petitions  for  an  ex- 
tension of  the  Com  laws,  had  been  grossly 
and  maliciously  misrepresented,  instead 
of  stating  that  which  he  had  really  said, 
namely,  that  he  thought  it  would  oe  ad- 
vantageous were  hon.  gentlemen  connect- 
ed with  agricultural  districts  to  dissuade 
their  constituents  from  such  petitions,  it 
had  been  imputed  to  him,  that  he  had 
urged  them  to  resist  that  right  of  petition- 
ing, which  he,  in  common  with  all  who 


loved  the  constitution,  was  most  anxious 
to  maintain.  This  calumny  had  proceeded 
from  those  who  ought,  by  their  conduct, 
to  prove  themselves  the  peculiar  cham- 
pions of  the  liberty  of  the  press. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Windsor  Establishment.]  The 
House  having  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  Royal  Establishment  at 
Windsor, 

Lord  Castlereazh  said,  that  with  respect 
to  the  provision  U}t  her  late  majesty's  ser- 
vants, the  committee  had  recommended 
that  the  annual  sum  of  18,245/.  should  be 
applied  to  that  purpose.  He  apprehend- 
ed it  was  not  necessary  for  mm,  afler 
what  he  had  stated  last  night,  to  enter 
at  present  into  any  further  details  on  that 
part  of  the  subject.  He  should,  therefore, 
simply  move  the  second  resolution :  <'  That 
a  sum  not  exceeding  4,561/.  8^.  \ld. 
being  one-fourth  part  of  the  sum  of 
18,245/.  155.  8</.  be  issued  at  the  end  of 
every  quarter  of  a  year,  at  the  receipt  of 
the  exchequer,  out  of  the  consolidated 
fund  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  be  granted  to  his 
majesty  for  the*  payment  of  pensions  and 
allowances  to  the  ladies  of  the  bedcham- 
ber, maids  of  honour,  and  other  attend- 
ants on  her  late  msjesty  queen  Charlotte, 
and  that  the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid 
without  any  fee  or  other  deduction  what* 
soever.'* 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Lord  QuiUreagh  said,  the  next  subject 
which  he  should  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee  was  the  office  of 
auHoi  ;  and  after  what  had  passed  in  the 
discussion  of  last  night,  he  was  sure  that 
no  farther  argument  was  necessary.  He 
should  wish,  in  proposing  the  resolution 
which  he  was  about  to  submit  on  this  head, 
to  avoid  eveiT  allusion  which  might  have 
a  personal  remence  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
and  to  look  only  at  the  official  duties 
which  were  to  be  intrusted  to  him.  As  to 
the  amount  of  the  provision  made  for  this 
office,  no  question  had  been  advanced 
in  the  House.  Parliament  had  formerly 
allowed  10,000/.  to  this  office ;  and  he  felt 
convinced'  that  every  member  of  the 
House  would  agree  with  him,  that  10,000/. 
a  year,  considering  the  dignity  of  the 
office,  and  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  it,  was  not  too  great  a  sum.  The 
House  would  see  that  the  habits  of  royal 
persons,  and  the  state  which  their  rank 
obliged    them  to  support,  unavoidably 
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T&}sed  their  scale  of  expenditure  above 
thM  of  ordinarjr  fife,  j^^^  would  also 
bear  fn  nind,  that  the  omce  "VrBs  not 
inerely  attended  with  great  expense;  but 
ihat  It  plained  his  royal  highness,  in  that 
Tespect,  much  in  tlie  same  situation  as  the 
king  hhnsdf  would  be  in.  He  was  sure 
'lllat  no  persona)  motive  had  actuated 
^oie  wihb  had  voted  with  him  last  nighty 
and  theralbre  thej  could  not  be  consider- 
ed as  pledged  to  sopport  him  on  this 
qotestioD ;  but  he  thooght  they  could  not 
take  a  better  guide  than  the  conduct  of 
the  former  parliament.  With  regard  to 
the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side,  be 
thonght  he  had  an  equal  claim  to  their 
aupporty  and  he  hoped  tbey  would  be 
convinced  that  the  conduct  or  parliament 
In  1811  and  1812,  was  the  best  guide  they 
could  follow.  It  was  not  merely  the  of- 
fice, but  the  elevated  i'ank  of  the  indivi- 
dtrnfy  and  other  attending  circumstances, 
that  must  regulate  the  expense.  The 
noble  lord  tlren  moved,  **  That  the  an- 
lofud  sum  of  lOyOOtf.  be  issued  out  of  the 
civil  list  revenues  to  his  royal  highness  tlie 
'duke  of  York,  to  enable  his  royd  highness 
to  meet  the  expenses  to  which  his  royal 
highness  may  foe  exposed  in  discharge  of 
the  important  duties  confided  to  him  bv 
pariiament,  in  the  care  of  his  majesty^ 
peraon. 

Mr.  l^emey'wtm  astonished  on  what 
posaible  ground  the  noble  lord  could  sup- 
pose that  he  should  obtain  his  support  to 
the  measure  of  charging  the  allowance  to 
his  Royal  Highness  on  the  civil  list.  He 
had  endeavoured  to  guard  against  any 
feach  inference  being  drawn  firom  what  he 
aaid  on  this  subject.  What  he  did  say 
was,  .that  he  should  be  happy  if  such  a 
course  could  be  adopted  on  tins  occasion, 
«s  would  keep  the  subject  out  of  discus- 
aion  altogether,  if  ministers  laid  the 
diarge  of  me  allowance  to  his  Royal  High- 
nesk  on  the  privy  nurse,  he  bad  stated 
that  he  would  not  object  to  it.  Whatever 
fttew  chaive  was  lidd  on  the  Dtiyy  purse,  if 
ho  new  darge  was  laid  on  tne  public,  the 
House,  he  thought,  would  acouiesce  in ; 
and  td  diis  extent  only,  he  haa  agreed  to 
the  charge.  But  of  all  things  be  was 
astonishea  that  the  noble  lord  should  think 
of  applying  to  him  for  his  vote  on  the 
ground  of  the  vote  to  the  queen  of  10,0001. 
out  of  the  civil  list  before,  which  ^rant  he 
hadresuted  [Hear,  hear!].  This,  how- 
ever, would  teach  the  House  how  they 
departed  firom  the  strict  course  which 
they  ought  always  to  prescribe  to  them- 
(VOL,  XXXIX.) 
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selves,  with  respect  to  granting  the  public 
money,  even  from  the  best  feelings.  In 
the  a&icted  state  in  which  the  queen  wi^s 
at  that  moment,  there  was  a  generaT  indis- 

Eosltion  in  the  House  to  add  to  her  grief 
y  any  discussion  on  the  subject  of  this 
grant ;  but  he  was  sure  that  no  man  who 
then  granted  this  sum  to  h^r  mtiiesty  sup- 
posed that  he  was  to  preclude  himself 
from  a  different  disposition  when  the  cir- 
cumstances which  then  influenced  the 
House  no  longer  existed.  It  was  painful 
to  hrm  to  enter  on  a  discussion  with  re- 
spect to  the  allowance  to  his  Royal  high- 
ness, but  the  noble  lord  himseTf  had 
brought  on  the  discussion,  and  h6  roust 
take  the  consequences  of  it.  Unless  the 
noble  lord  made  out  a  particular  ground 
for  charging  this  sum  of  10,000/.  on  the 
civil  list,  very  different  from  any  he  had 
vet  heard,  he  certainly  should  feel  himself 
bound  to  oppose  it.  He  was  afraid  from 
what  took  place  last  night,  that  some  jug- 
gle was  in  contemplation  in  the ,  proceed- 
ings with  respect  to  this  grant,  but  he 
now  understood  that  the  report  was  to  be 
received  on  Thursday  next ;  and  hie  gave 
notice  that  he  should  then  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  this  grant.  He  thought 
the  allowance  to  his  Royal  Highness  wa;; 
unobjectionable; '  but  whether  that  sum 
was  proper  or  not,  it  should  not  come  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  public. 

Lord  Rancliffb  expressed  his  determi- 
nation to  oppose  any  grant  out  of  the  civil 
list  to  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of 
York. 

Mr.  Waiihman  conceived  the  House 
was  now  at  full  liberty  to  adopt  any  course 
which  it  might  deem  proper  with  respect 
to  the  allowance  for  the  care  of  his  ma* 
jesty*s  person.  It  was  not  so  much  on 
account  of  the  magnitude  of  the  sum  pro- 
posed to  be  granted  that  he  should  oppose 
It,  though  no  grant  whatever,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  country,'  could  be  viewed 
with  indifference^  But  there  were  other 
grounds  on  which  he  should  rest  his  oppo* 
sition  to  it.  When  it  was  agreed  on  all 
hands  that  the  country  was  in  a  state  of 
the  utmost  distress, — ^when  the  table  of 
the  House  was  loaded  with  petitions  from 
the  agriculturalists  and  other  classes, 
stating  their  distress,  and  praying  for  eco-' 
nomy  and  retrenchmedt, — and  when  it  was 
agreed  on  all  hands  that  economy  must 
commence  somewhere — be  thought,  if  ^ia 
majesty's  ministers  had  a  true  sense  of  the 
duties  mcumbent  on  them  in  such  a  state  of 
things,  they  ought  to  show  it  by  the  example 
I     (2R) 
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they  afforded  on  an  occasion  like  thif»  to 
the  counlry  at  large^  that  they  were  shi- 
cere  in  the  professions  of  economy  which 
they  had  so  frequently  in  their  mouths. 
He  could  not  help  expressine  it  as  bis 
opinion,  that  his  majesty's  ministers,  who 
in  the  name  of  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  York,  had  delivered  a  message 
from  him  last  nicht  to  the  House,  had 
given  his  Royal  Highness  advice  of  a  ten« 
tency  to  degrade  his  character  in  the 
eyes  of  the  House  and  the  country ;  be- 
cause, in  his  opinion,  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters ought  to  have  recommended  to  his 
Hoyal  Highness  ratherto  instruct  ministers 
to  come  down  to  the  House,  and  state  that 
in  the  present  state  of  the  country  tt  was 
hiB  determination  to  take  no  allowance 
whatever,  than  to  instruct  them  to  state 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  an  allowance 
from  any  public  uind  whatever,  but  that 
he  would  not  consent  to  take  it  out  of  the 
privy  purse.  I|e  was  persuaded  that  in 
resisting  this  ^ rant,  he  should  be  acting  in 
conformity  with  the  feelings  of  the  whole 
country. 

Mr.  Curwen  stated,  that  he  should  give 
his  decided  opposition^o  any  grant  out  of 
the  civil  list. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to ;  as 
were  also  the  following :  4.  **  That  it  is 
expedient  that  power  be  given  to  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  York,  to  charge  the 
money  issued  to  the  keeper  of  his  majes- 
ty's privy  purse  with  the  payment  of 
pensions  and  allowances  to  any  servants 
of  his  majesty,  whose  services  may  be  dis- 
continued upon  the  reduction  of  his  ma- 
jesty's household  at  Windsor,  not  exceed- 
mg  in  the  whole,  together  with  the  pre- 
sent charge  upon  the  said  privy  purse,  the 
aggregate  annual  amount  charged  thereon 
by  an  act  of  the  52nd  year  of  his  present 
majesty.''  On  the  5th  resolution,  <*  That 
the  sum  of  14,500/.,  being  one-fourth  part 
of  58,000/.  the  sum  allowed  out  of  the 
civil  list  revenues  for  the  expenses  of  the 
establishment  of  her  late  majesty  queen 
Charlotte,  shall  be  set  apart  at  the  end  of 
every  quarter  of  a  year,  at  the  receipt  of 
Che  exchequer,  out  of  the  civil  list  re- 
venues, and  be  carried  to,  and  made  part 
of  the  consolidated  fund  of  the  united 
Jdi^om  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.'' 

Sir  J.  Hope  said,  that  he  was  anxious 
to  have  the  number  of  equerries  distinctly 
allowed  by  the  committee.  By  reducing 
two  of  them,  the  saving  efiected  would 
be  tantamount  to  nothing ;  but  should  his 
majesty  recover  from  bis  indisposition,  it 
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would  necessarily  eive  him  great  paiirto 
find  any  of  his  old  servants  displaced. 
Besides,  his  majesty,  in  his  present  situa- 
tion, required  the  attendance  of  his  ser- 
vants as  formerly;  the  lords  of  the  bed- 
chamber  could  remain  with  him,  and 
perform  the  same  offices  as  formerly.  On 
principle,  therefore,  and  on  economy,  be 
would  urge  the  continuance  of  six  equer- 
riesw  The  principle  was,  that  parliament 
should  give  the  king  every  gratification  in 
their  power.  As  to  the  economy,  it  was 
said  that  the  saving  would  be  1,000/.  a 
year;  but  it  might  not  be  100/. altoge- 
ther. If  the  king  lived  long,  it  might 
again  be  2,000/» :  tae  saving  tl^a  was  from 
100/.  to  2,000/. 

^  Mr.  Tierne^  suggested,  that  the  best 
time  for  moving  to  the  effect  proposed  by 
the  gallant  officer,  would  be  when  the  re- 
port would  be  brought  up* 

Mr.  Wmn  said,  that  all  that  came  be-* 
fore  the  House  was  the  sum  total  to  be 
voted  for  the  establishment,  and  a  recom- 
mendation that  the  number  of  equerries 
should  be  four.  He  did  not  think,  there- 
fore, that  the  number  could  be  altered  on 
brining  up  the  reporL 

Sir  ii.  Hope  gave  notice  of  a  motion 
ibr  Thursday,  that  the  number  of  equerries 
sliould  be  SIX. 

The  resolution  was  then  carried;  as 
was  also  the  following:  6.  **  That  the  sum 
of  12,500/,  beioff  one-fburth  part  of  the 
sum  of  50,000/.  be  set  apart  at  the  end  of 
every  quarter  of  a  year,  at  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  out  of  the  civil  list  reve- 
nues, and  be  carried  to,  and  made  part  of 
the  consolidated  fund  of  the  unitea  king.- 
dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland." 

Poor  Laws'  AMENnMSNT  Bill.]  Mc 
Sturges  Bourne  rose,  pursuant  to  notice, 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  Poor-laws.  He  did  not  anti- 
cipate any  objection  to  the  principle  of 
the  biff;  but  in  case  any  should  arise  on 
the  details  which  it  would  embrace,  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  convenient  to 
allow  it  to  be  brought  in  and  printed,  and 
then  both  its  prmciple  ana  its  details 
would  be  more  intelligiblf.  It  was  unne- 
cessary for  him  at  present  to  enlarge  on 
this  subject ;  he  thought  it  sufficient  for 
him  to  refer  to  the  facts  stated  in  the  re- 
port of  1817*  As  many  gentlemen  who 
now  heard  him  had  not  been  members  of 
the  House  at  that  time,  he  would  just  say, 
what  the  House  well  knew,  that  the  bdl 
had  failed  in  the  last  session  in  consequence 
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of  certain  riteratiooi  which  had  been  made 
in  it  in  the. other  House  of  Parliament. 
He  was  desirous  not  to  subject  the  pro- 
posed measure  to  a  similar  inconvenience ; 
although  he  should  contend  that  the  clause 
thrown  out  by  the  House  of  Lords  was 
one  most  essential  to  the  character  of  the 
bill.  He  concluded  by  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Sir.  It,  WiUon  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  committee  appointed  in  the  present 
session  had  vet  had  an  opportunity  of  as* 
certaining  whether  there  had  been  any  in- 
crease or  diminution  of  the  poor-rates 
since  last  year  ^ 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  reph'ed,  that  it  was  a 
subject  into  which  the  committee  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  inquire.  He  himself  had 
been  able  to  attend  the  committee  but 
once ;  his  presence  having  been  necessary 
in  an  election  committee.  If  he  might  be 
allowed  to  risk  a  coiijecture  on  the  ques« 
tion»  he  was  apprehensive  that,  in  the  agri- 
ooltural  districts,  the  poor-rates  had  at 
least  not  diminished  since  last  year. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 
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HWaeidoy,  February  24. 

Conduct  of  Mr.  Wyndham  Quin — 
PcTiTiON  of  Mr.  Gradt.I  The  order 
of  the  day  beinc^  read,  and  Mr.  Wyndham 
Quin  attending  m  his  place,  according  to 
orderi 

Sir  Robert  fVilson  rose,  and  spoke  to 
followinff  effect  :— 

Sir ;  The  Petition  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand  is»  that  which  in  obedience  to  the 
wishes  of  this  House,  I  withdrew  on  a  late 
occasion,  until  the  hon.  member  whose 
conduct  is  the  subject  of  it— Mr.  Wynd- 
ham Quin— should  have  sufficient  notice 
on  the  subject,  and  should  be  able  to  at- 
tend in  his  place,  in  order  to  hear  the  al- 
legations of  the  petition,  and  to  reply  to 
them.  As  that  hon.  gentleman  is  now 
present}  it  lis  my  arduous,  and  I  say  it 
most  unaffectedly,  my  distressing  duty,  to 
produce  the  charges  which  this  petition 
makes  against  him.  I  can  assure  tne  hon. 
gentleman,  that  in  the  intermediate  time 
ouriog  which  the  petition  has  been  in  idy 
hands,  I  have  suffered  no  partial  commu- 
nication to  be  made  of  its  contents,  cal- 
Qulated  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  those 
who  ought  to  administer  hnpartial  justice 
on  tiie  subject.  And  It  is  but  due  to  the 
petitioner  and  his  friends,  to  state,  that  in 
^tt  their  correspondoico  and  conununica- 


tions  with  me  they  have  evinced  the  most 
earnest  wish  that  no  political  feeling  should 
be  allowed  to  mix  itself  up  with  a  triinsac- 
tlon  which  was  to  become  the  subject  of 
judicial  decision.  I  regret  extremely, 
that  the  report  of  what  formerly  took 
place  in  the  House  on  that  subject  was  so 
inaccurate,  as  to  be  calculated  to  mislead 
the  hon.  gentleman,  both  in  the  matter  of 
charge  which  the  petition  contains,  and 
in  the  course  wbicn  I  had  prescribed  to 
myself  on  the  subject.  When  I  recapitu- 
late, as  I  am  about  to  do,  that  which  I 
said  on  presenting  this  petition  in  the  first 
instance,  the  House  will,  I  am  sure,  re- 
cognise the  substance,  and  even  the  words 
which  I  used  on  that  occasion ;  as  I  shall 
only  add  a  short  statement  of  what  has 
taken  place  since  that  period.  I  beg  the 
House  will  bear  in  mind,  that  1  am  only 
the  vehicle  of  the  accusation  against  the 
hon.  gentleman.  At  the  same  time  I  must 
say,  that  after  my  knowledge  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  petitioner  and  of  the 
witnesses  with  which  he  was  prepared 
to  support  his  allegations,  and  afler 
inspecting     the    correspondence    which 

Cassed  between  the  parties,  I  should  not 
ave  been  justified,  had  I  not  persevered 
in  calling  the  most  serious  attention  of 
parliament  on  the  subject.  Sir,  I  before 
stated,  that  in  July  last  the  hon.  gentle- 
man was  appointed  custos  rotulorum  of 
the  county  be  represents.  In  consequence 
of  that  appointment  the  office  of  clerk  of 
the  peace  for  that  county  fell,  or  was  pre** 
sumed  by  the  hon.  gentleman  to  fiill, 
under  his  patronage.  In  Ireland,  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  is  not  only  an  officer  ministe- 
rial to  the  civil  and  criminal  judicature  of 
the  country,  but  lie  is  an  officer  charged 
with  the  care  of  the  whole  of  the  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  election  of  represen- 
tatives. The  value  of  this  office  is  80(tf. 
a  year.  The  petitioner,  Thomas  William 
Grady,  states  that  he  had  held  it  in  the 
county  of  Limerick  for  about  fifteen 
years ;  but  that  being  much  afflicted  with 
the  gout,  the  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
exercised  by  a  deputy.  Soon  after  the 
appointment  of  the  hon.  gentleman  to  be 
custos  rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Lime- 
rick, he  gave  the  petitioner  notice— I  he^ 
lieve  in  a  personal  communication-- thM 
he  riiould  oe  obliged  to  deprive  him  of 
his  situation,  but  that  he  was  disposed  to 
allow  him  20M.  ayear  out  of  the  salary 
of  the  office.  This  proposition  the  peti« 
tinner  rejected.  The  hon.  gentleman 
then  went  to  England.      He  returned 
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purpoies.  Lei  not  i  uch  an  inconsutmcy 
pass  for  an  argument.  The  question  wo^ 
not,  whether  the  payment  of  the  duke  of 
York  would  be  a  proper  one,  but  whether 
the  House  bad  not  as  much  right  to  apply 
part  of  the  8um  in  hi«  case  as  in  the  case 
of  tlia  physicians :  it  was  ridiculous  to  say 
that  the  physicians  attendant  on  the  king, 
and  acting  under  the  superintendance  of 
parliament,  were  private  persons:  tliey 
were  no  more  private  individuals  than  the 
cusios  himself:  indeed,  every  person  now. 
attending  on  the  king  was,  aqd  must  of 
necessity  be  a  public  servant  or  officer* 
For  the  same  reason,  the  privy  purse  of 
a  king  could  never  be  considered  private, 
in  the  sense  in  which  the  property 
of  an  individual  is  considered  private. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Peel)  had 
mad^  what  he  seemed  to  pon/Mder,  a  very 
triumphant  arsument  out  of  what  he  ( Mr. 
Scarlett)  comd  not  help  thinking  little 
better  than  an  arithmetical  puzzle.  He  had 
asked,  as  the  60.000/.  of  the  privy  purse 
were  nearly  absorbed,  and  nothing  re- 
mained to  the  Crown,  but  the  10,000/. 
a  year  from  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  mpnstrpus  that  the 
duka  of  York  should  be  paid  by  the  duke 
of  Lancaster  for  taking  care  of  the  king  i 
[a  laugh.1  A  little  transposition  would 
completely  destroy  the  effect  of  this 
antithetical  argument  or  riddle.  Sup- 
pose the  expenses  /to  th^  amount 
of  10,000/.)  paid  out  or  the  privy  purse, 
y:ere  to  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue  of 
i^e  duchy,  and  thus  that  aAer  all  de^uc- 
lions  a  surplus  should  remain  of  10,000/. 
or  12,000/.  ii)  tbe  privy  purse,  applicablp, 
if  thought  propeTi  to  the  payment  of  the 
custost  wb^t  tnen  would  become  of  this 
SKuusiqe  jumble  and  |irgumentative  play 
•of  woros  about  toe  dukt^s  of  York  -and 
Lancaster  ?i— But  to  return  to  the  ques* 
iioo  of  control;  would  any  man  say 
if  circumstances  had  arisen  or  should 
Arise,  which  might  make  it  expedient 
to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  pnvy  purse 
|o  40,000/.,  that  parliament  had  not  the 
right  so  to  reduce  it  ?  And  if  it  had  a 
right  to  diminish  it,  surely  il  had  a  right 
to  apply  it.  To  be  sure,  in  1811,  when 
ihjB  qqestion  came  before  the  Hous^,  they 
did  not  dimin^h  the  income,  but  they  did 
control  it,  they  did  apply  it.— He  ^ould 
DOW  address  a  few  words  to  the  ornamen- 
tal part  of  the  speech  of  the  .rij^ht  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  descanted  with  such 
warmth  and  such  pathos  on  the  preaquble 
of  tbeactof  the  1st  George  3nl.  The,  right 
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hon.  gentleman  had  done  injustice  to  our 
ancestors,  when  he  ascribed  such  exclu- 
sive loyalty  to  the  framers  of  that  ac^ 
Had  the  right  hon.  gentleman  read  the 
i  St  of  Geo.  2nd,  as  well  as  the  1  st  of  Geo. 
Srd,  he  would  have  ^een,  in  the  preamble 
of  the  former  statute,  all  that  loyalty  of 
feeling  and  beauty  of  phraseology  which 
so  delighted  him  m  the  latter.  If  be  could 
hope  to  make  as  |preat  an  impression  on 
the  House  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  he 
woidd  read  this  neglected  preamble ;  but 
as  he  despaired  of  producing  an  equal 
effect,  he  would  refer  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  it,  who  would  there  find  the 
same  warqo  effusions  of  affectionate  senti- 
m(9nt,  the  same  overflowing  eloquence  of 
language,  ^p  justly  dedicated  to  our  pre- 
sent sov^rieign,  had  previously  decorate^ 
the  character  of  his  illustrious  predecessor. 
[Cbeprsl]-  He  trusted  that  no  one 
would  impute  to  him  the  wish  of  treating 
this  subject  with  levity  ^r  disrespect,  or 
of  entertaining  any  feelings  but  those  of 
affection  and  veneration  ror  our  afflicted 
and  amiable  sovereign.  He  approached 
the  question  witli  reverence  for  the  cha- 
rac^r  of  him,  to  whom,  all  unconscious  as 
he  fv^,  it  chiefly  -referred.  He  felt,  in 
comtpon  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
the  utmost  nicety  on  the  point  of  private 
property ;  and  be  would  say,  that  if  he 
considered  the  privy  purse  to  be  private 
property,  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  word, 
ne  .would  not  have  o&redawordin  favour 
of  t^e  amendment :  but  it  was  because  he 
kn^w  that  th^  habit  of  his  profession  su- 
perinduced a  peculiar  nicety  in  matters  of 
property,  th^t  he  was  determined  to  watch 
yfiih  jealousy,  and  guard  with  caution, 
against  this  habiiual  bias  in  a  great  public 
question.  It  was  because  he  felt  that  it 
would  be  the  most  extraordinary  of  all 
proportions,  th(|t  parliament,  which  in 
1811,  and  1812,  ^a  m  the  prerious  years, 
had,  in  different  ways,  dealt  with,  con- 
trolled, and  modified  this  privy  fund, 
should  now  be  precluded  from  touching 
it,  that  he  voted  for  the  amendment  of  his 
right  hpn*  friend,  thereby  acknowledging 
the  great  principle  of  parliamentary,  inter- 
ference in  all  matters  of  great  national 
concern.^— One  other  observation,  and  he 
would  sit  down.  It  did  seem  to  hins 
somewhat  strange,  that  those  who  could 
not  shut  their  eyes  to  the  public  distress, 
should  say  that  there  was  no  alteration  in 
the  state  of  the  cpuntry  since  181L  though, 
it  W[as  notorious  that  the  pnblic  oebt  had 
graatly  increased^  and  that  peace  held  out 
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no  proffripct  of  dicnimhed  bUTthenri.  The 
tioble  lord  who  opened  tMsdebatebad  s&ld 
indKcreedy— he  would  not  say  iiyridloasly 
for  he  did  not  suppose  that  the  noble  lord 
intended  any  personal  reflectiooa  ;  bat 
the  noble  lord  hrid  most  unadvhedljr  fliud 
that  his  proposition  could  not  be  rejected 
without  involTiAg  hi  infamy  those  who 
rejected  ft.  This  was  harsh  language; 
but  in  the  face  of  tins  fomtidatble  denun^ 
ciaiion,  he  still  felt  it  his  duty,  as  far  as 
his  means  were  able,  to  oppose  and  reject 
the  present  application.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  sat  down  aaold  getieral 
cheers. 

The  SoHcUor  General^  m  ex{»1abdti0b, 
said  lie  bad  never  disputed  the  tfoiitroUihg 
power  of  (iarlianlent;  he  had  only  argued, 
that  tbe  aoseodment  wotdd  virtually  repeal 
ealsttng  acts^ 

The  Attorney  Oenernl  spoke  at  some 
leh^h,  bat  durmg  the  whole  of  his  apeecb 
Ihe  tumult  Which  prevailed  througn  die 
House  render^  it  impossible  to  cateh  k 
wold  in  the  gallerjr*  We  udderstood  him 
to  contend,  that  since  the  year  1782,  in 
^tery  account  which  had  been  laid  on 
their  table^  tbe  House  bad  re^ognheed 
the  privy  parse  m  the  private  pro|y»ty  of 
the  kitag. 

Mr«  Siuart  tVorUeyi  whil^  he  allowed 
tbe  great  talenta  and  Ingenuity  of  ibe  butt, 
andleamed  gentleman  who  bad  timde  so 
able  a  spee^  on  the  other  sidd  of  tbe 
House,  contended  that  his  argument  was 
a  complete  firilacy,  and  that  he  had  given 
the  go-by  to  the  tval  qoesiion.  It  tvas 
never  contended,  that  parliainent  bad  aot 
a  right  to  legislate  on  the  privy  putve,  bnl 
that  the  interfbrenoe  of  the  House  iU  tbife 
nialter  was,  and  alway  I  should  be  stiarded 
and  cautious,  Ifaasnmeh  aa  it  Waft  uie  pro^ 
perty,  not  of  the  Crown,  but  of  !b6  king. 
Were  tbfey  now  to  legislate  in  tbettlmttelr 
proposed,  it  wouhl  be  mterlbring  with  tbe 
acta  which  made  tbe  privy  purse  private 
property.  It  was  a  fallacy  to  draw 
any  argument  frotn  tbe  mode  In  which  tbe 
payment  of  the  physicians  was  provided 
for.  They  c6uld  not  be  viewea  in  the 
same  light  as  An  officer  of  the  Crown,  and 
be  was  surprised  to  hear  tbe  hon.  and 
learned  gentleinaA  euploymg  audi  an 
ailment.  Hewasasunwillngasanyinan 
could  be«  to  add  to  die  burthens  of  the 
country,  but  be  felt  that  he  should  be 
doing  an  ac^  df  grosb  injustice  Were  he  to 
consent  to  the  amendinent  propofted  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

The  committee  then  divided :   For  th0 


aro^ndmlnit,  186;  Against  it  fiSl :   Msijo* 
rity  95. 

Tbe  Resolution  was  tlien  agreed  to. 

Liti  qf  ihe  Minoirity. 
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Scarlett,  James 
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Stanley,  lord 
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Taylor,  M.  A. 
Taylor,  C.  W. 
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Tennyson,  Charles 
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Tuesday  f  March  23. 

Cork  Bill  —  Petition  from  Not- 
tingham.] Lord  Rancliffe,  in  present- 
ing a  petition  from  Nottingham,  against 
the  Corn  Act,  took  occasion  to  observe, 
that  he  agreed  with  the  petitioners, 
that  notwithstanding  the  speech  from  the 
throne,  assuring  them  that  the  manufac- 
tures, commerce,  and  trade  of  the  country 
were  in  a  flourishing  state,  the  greatest 
distress  existed  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts. 

Sir  R.  Wilson  observed,  that  what  he 
had  said  on  a  former  occasion,  with  re- 
spect to  the  subject  of  petitions  for  an  ex- 
tension of  the  Com  laws,  had  been  grossly 
and  maliciously  misrepresented,  instead 
of  stating  that  which  he  had  really  said, 
namely,  that  he  thought  it  would  oe  ad- 
vantageous were  hon.  gentlemen  connect- 
ed with  agricultural  districts  to  dissuade 
their  constituents  from  such  petitions,  it 
had  been  imputed  to  him,  that  he  had 
urged  them  to  resist  that  right  of  petition- 
ing! which  hci  in  common  with  all  who 


loved  the  constitution*  was  most  anxious 
to  maintain.  This  calumny  had  proceeded 
from  those  who  ought,  by  their  conduct, 
to  prove  themselves  the  peculiar  cham- 
pions of  the  liberty  of  the  press. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Windsor  Establishment.]  The 
House  having  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  Royal  Establishment  at 
Windsor, 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  with  respect 
to  the  provision  for  her  late  majesty's  ser- 
vants, the  committee  had  recommended 
that  the  annual  sum  of  18,245/.  should  be 
applied  to  that  purpose.  He  mpprehend- 
ed  it  was  not  necessary  for  hma,  after 
what  he  had  stated  last  night,  to  enter 
at  present  into  any  further  details  on  that 
|>art  of  the  subject.  He  should,  therefore, 
simply  move  the  second  resolution :  <*  That 
a  sum  not  exceeding  4,561^  Ss,  lld» 
being  one-fourth  part  of  the  sum  of 
18,245^  IBs.  Sd*  be  issued  at  the  end  of 
every  quarter  of  a  year,  at  the  receipt  of 
the  exchequer,  out  of  the  consolidated 
fund  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  be  granted  to  his 
majesty  for  the- payment  of  pensions  and 
allowances  to  the  ladies  of  the  bedcham- 
ber, maids  of  honour,  and  other  attend- 
ants on  her  late  majesty  queen  Charlotte, 
and  that  the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid 
without  any  fee  or  other  deduction  what* 
soever.*' 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  the  next  subject 
which  he  should  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee  was  the  oflBce  of 
custos  ;  and  after  what  had  passed  in  the 
discussion  of  last  night,  he  was  sure  that 
iio  farther  argument  was  necessary.  He 
should  wish,  in  proposing  the  resolution 
which  he  was  about  to  submit  on  this  head, 
to  avoid  every  allusion  which  might  have 
a  personal  reference  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
and  to  look  only  at  the  official  duties 
which  were  to  be  intrusted  to  him.  As  to 
the  amount  of  the  provision  made  for  this 
office,  no  question  had  been  adtanced 
in  the  House.  Parliament  had  formerly 
allowed  10,000/.  to  this  office;  and  he  felt 
convinced,  that  every  member  of  the 
House  would  asree  with  him,  that  10,000/. 
a  year,  considering  the  dignity  of  the 
office,  and  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  it,  was  not  too  great  a  sum.  The 
House  would  see  that  the  habits  of  royal 
persons,  and  the  state  which  their  rank 
•obliged    them  to  support,  unavoidably 


tkVsed  ihtif  scnie  of  expenditure  flbote 
tbiBt  of  ordinary  Fife.  '-T^^  would  also 
bear  hi  tnmd,  that  the  omce  itras  not 
merely  attended  with  great  expense;  but 
that  It  placed  his  royal  highness,  in  that 
respect,  much  in  the  same  situation  as  the 
k|t)g  hhnself  woruld  be  in.  He  was  sure 
diat  no  persona)  motive  had  actuated 
those  who  had  voted  with  him  last  night, 
and  therefore  they  could  not  be  consider- 
ed as  pledged  to  support  him  on  this 
qotestion ;  but  he  thooglit  they  could  not 
take  a  better  guide  than  the  conduct  of 
the  former  parliament.  Wi^  regard  to 
the  gentlemen  on  tfhe  opposite  side,  he 
thought  he  had  an  equal  daim  to  their 
aupporty  and  he  hoped  they  would  be 
coQvmced  that  the  conduct  or  parliament 
in  1811  and  181d»  was  the  best  guide  they 
could  follow.  It  was  not  merely  the  of- 
fices but  the  elevated  fank  of  the  indivi- 
tdoaFy  and  other  attending  circumstances, 
that  must  regulate  the  expense.  The 
noble  lord  then  reoved,  **  That  the  an- 
vad  sum  of  10,000l.  beisBued  out  of  the 
civil  liat  revenues  to  his  royal  highness  the 
idake  of  York,  to  enable  his  royal  highness 
to  meet  the  expenses  to  which  his  royal 
highness  may  be  exposed  in  discharge  of 
tluB  important  duties  confided  to  him  by 
parliament,  in  the  care  of  his  majesty's 
pei%on« 

Mr.  7%nt^'was  astonished  on  what 
]>0S8ible  ground  the  noble  lord  could  sup- 
{KMe  that  he  should  obtain  his  support  to 
the  measure  of  charging  the  allowance  to 
his  Royal  Highness  on  the  civil  list.  He 
had  endeavoured  to  guard  against  any 
Bach  inference  being  drawn  firora  what  he 
said  on  this  subject.  What  he  did  say 
wa9»  that  he  should  be  happy  if  such  a 
course  could  be  adopted  on  tnis  occasion, 
as  would  keep  the  subject  out  of  discus- 
sion altogether,  if  ministers  laid  the 
charge  of  the  aHowance  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness on  the  privy  nurse,  he  had  stated 
that  he  would  not  object  to  it.  Whatever 
taew  charge  was  laid  on  the  pri^  purse,  if 
too  new  cbare^  was  laid  on  tne  pobHc,  the 
HoiMc,  he  tnoughty  would  acouiesce  in ; 
and  td  diis  extent  only,  he  had  agreed  to 
the  charge.  But  of  all  things  he  was 
astonished  that  the  noble  lord  should  think 
of  applying  to  him  for  his  vote  on  the 
ground  of  Use  vote  to  the  queen  of  10,000/. 
out  of  the  civil  list  before,  which  ^rant  he 
hadresbted  [Hear, hear!].  This,  how- 
ever, would  teach  the  House  how  they 
departed  from  the  strict  course  which 
ibij  ought  alirffva  to  prescribe  to  tiiem- 
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selves,  with  respect  to  granting  the  publfc 
money,  even  from  the  best  feelings.  In 
the  a^icted  state 'in  which  the  qufeen  was 
at  that  moment,  there  was  a  general  indis- 

goshion  in  the  House  to  add  to  her  grief 
y  any  discussion  on  the  subject  of  this 
grant ;  but  he  was  sure  that  no  man  who 
then  granted  this  sum  to  h6r  majesty  sup- 
posed that  he  was  to  preclude  himself 
from  a  different  disposition  when  the  cir- 
ctOnstances  which  then  influenced  the 
House  no  longer  existed.  It  was  painful 
to  him  to  ent^r  on  a  discussion  with  re- 
spect to  the  allowance  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness, but  the  noble  lord  himself  had 
brought  on  the  discussion,  and  h6  must 
take  the  consequences  of  it.  Unless  the 
noble  lord  made  out  a  particular  ground 
for  charging  this  sum  of  10,000/.  on  the 
civil  list,  very  different  from  any  he  had 
yet  heard,  he  certainly  should  feel  himself 
bound  to  oppose  it.  He  was  afraid  from 
what  took  place  last  night,  that  some  jug- 
g^le  was  in  contemplation  in  the ,  proceed- 
ings with  respect  to  this  grant,  but  he 
now  understood  that  the  report  was  to  be 
received  on  Thursday  next ;  and  he  gave 
notice  that  he  should  then  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  this  grant.  He  thought 
the  allowance  to  his  Koyal  Highness  wa^ 
unobjectionable ; '  but  whether  that  sum 
was  proper  or  not,  it  should  not  come  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  public. 

Lord  Ranclifft  expresBed  his  determi- 
nation to  oppose  any  grant  out  of  the  civil 
list  to  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of 
York. 

Mr.  Waiihman  conceived  the  House 
was  now  at  full  liberty  to  adopt  any  course 
which  it  might  deem  proper  with  respect 
to  the  allowance  for  the  care  of  his  ma- 
jesty's person.  It  was  not  so  much  on 
account  of  the  magnitude  of  the  sum  pro- 
posed to  be  granted  that  he  should  oppose 
\X,  though  no  grant  whatever,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  country,'  could  be  viewed 
with  indifference^  But  there  were  other 
grounds  on  which  he  should  rest  his  oppo« 
sition  to  it.  When  it  wes  agreed  on  all 
hands  that  the  country  was  in  a  state  of 
the  utmost  distress,— when  the  table  of 
the  House  was  loaded  with  petitions  from 
the  agriculturalists  and  other  classes, 
stating  their  distress,  and  praying  for  eco-* 
nomy  and  retrenchmedt, — and  when  it  was 
agreed  on  all  hands  that  economy  must 
commence  somewhere — be  thought,  if  ^is 
majesty's  ministers  had  a  true  sense  of  the 
duties  incumbent  on  them  in  such  a  state  of 
things,  they  ought  to  show  it  by  the  example 
(2  R) 
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they  afforded  on  an  occasion  like  this^  to 
the  country  at  large^  that  they  were  sin- 
cere in  the  profewions  of  economy  which 
they  had  so  frequently  in  their  mouths. 
He  could  not  help  expressing  it  as  bis 
opinion,  that  his  majesty's  ministersi  who 
in  the  name  of  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  York,  had  delivered  a  message 
from  him  last  night  to  the  House,  had 
given  his  Rpyal  Highness  advice  of  a  ten- 
Sency  to  degrade  his  character  in  the 
eyes  of  the  House  and  the  country ;  be- 
cause, in  his  opinion,  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters ought  to  nave  recommended  to  his 
Hoyal  Highness  ratherto  instruct  mmisters 
to  come  down  to  the  House,  and  state  that 
in  the  present  state  of  the  country  it  was 
fiis  determination  to  take  no  allowance 
whatever,  than  to  instruct  them  to  state 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  an  allowance 
from  any  public  umd  whatever,  but  that 
ho  would  not  consent  to  take  it  out  of  the 
privy  purse.  IJe  was  persuaded  that  in 
resisting  this  ^prant,  he  should  be  acting  in 
conformity  with  the  feelings  of  the  wlwle 
country. 

Mr.  Curuoen  stated^  that  he  should  ghre 
his  decided  opposition*to  any  grant  out  of 
the  civil  list. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to ;  as 
were  also  the  following :  4.  "  lliat  it  is 
expedient  that  power  be  eiven  to  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  York,  to  charge  the 
money  issued  to  the  keeper  of  his  majes- 
ty's privy  purse  with  the  payment  of 
pensions  and  allowances  to  any  servants 
of  bis  majesty,  whose  services  may  be  dis- 
continued upon  the  reduction  of  his  ma- 
jestj^'s  household  at  Windsor,  not  exceed- 
mg  in  the  whole,  together  with  the  pre- 
sent charge  upon  the  said  privy  purse,  the 
aggregate  annual  amount  charged  thereon 
by  an  act  of  the  52nd  year  of  his  present 
majesty.*'  On  the  5th  resolution,  *•  That 
the  sum  of  14,500/.,  being  one-fourth  part 
of  58,000/.  the  sum  allowed  out  of  the 
civil  list  revenues  for  the  expenses  of  the 
establishment  of  her  late  majesty  queen 
Charlotte,  shall  be  set  apart  at  the  end  of 
every  quarter  of  a  year,  at  the  receipt  of 
the  exchequer,  out  of  the  civil  list  re- 
venues, and  be  carried  to,  and  made  part 
of  the  consolidated  fund  of  the  united 
Jdngdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.^' 

Sir  A,  Hope  said,  that  he  was  anxious 
to  have  the  number  of  equerries  distinctly 
allowed  by  the  committee.  By  reducing 
two  of  them,  the  saving  effected  would 
be  tantamount  to  nothing ;  but  should  his 
majesty  recover  from  his  indisposition;  it 
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would  necessarily  give  him  great  paiirto 
find  any  of  his  old  servants  displaced. 
Besides,  his  majesty,  in  his  present  situa* 
tion,  required  the  attendance  of  his  ser- 
vants as  formerly ;  the  lords  of  the  bed- 
chamber could  remain  with  him,  and 
perform  the  same  offices  as  formerly.  On 
principle,  therefore,  and  on  economy,  be 
would  urge  the  continuance  of  six  equer- 
riesw  The  principle  was,  that  parliament 
should  give  the  king  every  gratification  in 
their  power.  As  to  the  economy,  it  was 
said  that  the  saving  would  be  1,000/.  a 
year;  but  it  might  not  be  100/.  altoge- 
ther. If  the  kins  lived  long,  it  might 
again  be  2,000/*:  we  saving  tMB  was  from 
100/.  to  2,000/. 

Mr.  Tiemeif  sugEested,  that  the  best 
time  for  moving  to  the  effect  proposed  by 
the  gallant  officer,  would  be  when  the  re- 
port would  be  brought  up* 

Mr.  Wwin  said,  that  all  that  came  be-' 
fore  the  House  was  the  sum  total  to  be 
voted  for  the  establishment,  and  a  recom- 
mendation that  the  number  of  equerries 
should  be  four.  He  did  not  think,  there- 
fore, that  the  number  could  be  altered  on 
brining  up  the  report. 

Sir  if.  Hope  gave  notice  of  a  motion 
ibr  Thursday,  that  the  number  of  equerries 
sliould'be  six. 

The  resolution  was  then  carried ;  as 
was  also  the  following:  6*  *'  That  the  sum 
of  12,500/,  beioff  one-fourth  part  of  the 
sum  of  50,000/.  DO  set  apart  at  the  end  of 
every  quarter  of  a  year,  at  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  out  of  the  civil  list  reve« 
nues,  and  be  carried  to,  and  made  part  of 
the  consolidated  fund  of  the  unitea  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.'* 

Poor  Laws'  Amendment  Bill.3  Mc 
Sturges  Bourne  rose,  pursuant  to  notice, 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  Poor-laws.  He  did  not  anti- 
cipate any  objection  to  the  principle  of 
the  biff;  but  in  case  any  should  arise  on 
the  details  which  it  would  embrace,  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  convenient  to 
allow  it  to  be  brought  In  and  printed,  and 
then  both  its  prmciple  ana  its  details 
would  be  more  intelligiblf  •  It  was  unne* 
cessary  for  him  at  present  to  enlarge  on 
this  subject ;  he  Uiought  it  sufficient  for 
him  to  refer  to  the  facts  stated  in  the  re- 
port of  1817*  As  many  gentlemen  who 
now  heard  him  had  not  been  members  of 
the  House  at  that  time,  he  would  just  say, 
what  the  House  well  knew,  that  the  bill 
had  failed  in  the  last  session  in  consequence 
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of  certain  alteraliont  which  had  been  made 
in  it  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 
He  was  desirous  not  to  subject  the  pro- 
posed measure  to  a  similar  inconvenience ; 
although  he  should  contend  that  the  clause 
thrown  out  by  the  House  of  Lords  was 
one  most  essential  to  the  character  of  the 
bill*  He  concluded  by  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  ID  the  bill. 

Sir.  K.  WUion  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  committee  appointed  in  the  present 
session  had  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  as- 
certaining whether  there  hsd  been  any  in- 
crease or  diminution  of  the  poor-rates 
since  last  year  f 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  replied,  that  it  was  a 
subject  into  which  the  committee  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  inquire.  He  himself  had 
been  able  to  attend  the  committee  but 
once ;  his  presence  having  been  necessary 
in  an  election  committee.  If  he  might  be 
allowed  to  risk  a  conjecture  on  the  ques* 
tion,  he  was  apprehensive  that,  in  the  agri- 
oultural  districts,  the  poor-rates  had  at 
least  not  diminished  since  last  year. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday  f  February  24. 

Conduct  of  Mr.  Wyndham  Quin-^ 
PsTiTioN  of  Mr.  Gradt.]  The  order 
of  the  day  being  read,  and  Mr.  Wyndham 
Qoin  attending  in  his  place,  according  to 
order. 

Sir  Robert  Wilson  rose,  and  spoke  to 
following  effect  :— 

Sir ;  The  Petition  which  I  .hold  in  my 
hand  is,  that  which  in  obedience  to  the 
wishes  of  this  House,  I  withdrew  on  a  late 
occasion,  until  thchon.  member  whose 
conduct  IS  the  subject  of  it— Mr.  Wynd- 
ham Quin — should  have  sufficient  notice 
on  the  subject,  and  should  be  able  to  at- 
tend in  his  place,  in  order  to  hear  the  al- 
legations of  the  petition,  and  to  reply  to 
them.  As  that  hon.  gentleman  is  now 
present,  it  *is  my  arduous,  and  I  say  it 
most  unaffectedly,  my  distressing  duty,  to 
produce  the  charges  which  this  petition 
makes  against  him.  I  can  assure  tne  hon. 
gentleman,  that  in  the  intermediate  time 
during  which  the  petition  has  been  in  nSy 
hands,  I  have  suffered  no  psrtial  commu- 
nication to  be  made  of  Us  contents,  cal- 
oulated  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  those 
who  ought  to  administer  Impartial  justice 
on  the  subject.  And  It  is  but  due  to  the 
petitioner  and  his  friends,  to  state,  that  in 
all  their  correspondence  and  conununica- 


tions  with  me  they  have  evinced  the  most 
earnest  wish  that  no  political  feeling  should 
be  allowed  to  mix  itself  up  with  a  tridisac- 
tion  which  was  to  become  the  subject  of 
judicial  decision.  I  regret  extremely, 
that  the  report  of  what  formerly  took 
place  in  the  House  on  that  subject  was  so 
inaccurate,  as  to  be  calculated  to  mislead 
the  hon.  gentleman,  both  in  the  matter  of 
charge  which  the  petition  contains,  and 
in  the  course  which  I  hsd  prescribed  to 
myself  on  the  subject.  When  I  recapitu- 
late, as  I  am  about  to  do,  that  which  I 
said  on  presenting  this  petition  in  the  first 
instance,  the  House  will,  I  am  sure,  re- 
cognise the  substance,  and  even  the  words 
which  I  used  on  that  occasion  ;  as  I  shall 
only  add  a  short  statement  of  what  has 
taken  place  since  that  period.  I  beg  the 
House  will  bear  in  mind,  that  1  am  only 
the  vehicle  of  the  accusation  against  the 
hon.  gentleman.  At  the  same  time  I  must 
say,  that  after  my  knowledge  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  petitioner  and  of  the 
witnesses  with  which  he  wad  prepared 
to  support  his  allegations,  and  afler 
inspecting  the  correspondence  which 
pa»ed  between  the  parties,  I  should  not 
have  been  justified,  had  I  not  persevered 
in  calling  the  most  serious  attention  of 
parliament  on  the  subject.  Sir,  I  before 
stated,  that  in  July  last  the  hon.  gentle- 
man was  appointed  custos  rotulorum  of 
the  county  he  represents.  In  consequence 
of  that  appointment  the  office  of  clerk  of 
the  peace  for  that  county  fell,  or  was  pre^* 
sumed  by  the  hon.  gentleman  to  fiill, 
under  his  patronage.  In  Ireland,  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  is  not  only  an  officer  ministe- 
rial to  the  civil  and  criminal  judicature  of 
the  country,  but  lie  is  an  officer  charged 
with  the  care  of  the  whole  of  the  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  election  of  represen- 
tatives. The  value  of  this  office  is  800?. 
a  year.  The  petitioner,  Thomas  William 
Grady,  states  that  he  had  held  it  in  the 
county  of  Limerick  for  about  fifteen 
years ;  but  that  being  much  afflicted  with 
the  gout,  the  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
exercised  by  a  deputy.  Soon  after  the 
appointment  of  the  hon.  gentleman  to  be 
custos  rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Lime- 
rick, he  gave  the  petitioner  notice— I  be^ 
lieve  In  a  personal  communication-* that 
he  should  oe  obliged  to  deprive  him  of 
his  situation,  but  that  he  was  disposed  to 
allow  him  200/.  a  year  out  of  the  salary 
of  the  office.  This  proposition  the  peti- 
tioner rejected.  The  hon.  gentleman 
then  went  to  England.      He  returned 
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to  Ireland  in  September,  when  Mr. 
Carew  Saiytb,  a  gentleman  at  the  Irish 
bar>  waited  upon  him  in  Dublin,  on 
behalf  of  the  petitioner^  in  order  to  aseer* 
tain  the  hon.  gentleman's  determination. 
The  hon.  gentleman,,  nt  that  intexvieWy 
stated  to  Mr.  Carew  Smyth,  that  he  waa 
obliged  to  give  the  appointment  of  clerk 
of  the  peace  to  Mr.  Richard  Smyth,  of 
Limerick,  not  for  his  life,  but  only  during 
his  nleasure,  by  which  proceeding  he 
should  secure  the  payment  by  Mr.  Richard 
Smyth  of  such  annuities  as  he  might  direct 
hio)  to  pay ;  and  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  make  him  give  the  petitioner  200/.  a 
year»  on  condition  that  the  petitioner 
would  support  the  hon.  member  in  his 
election— not  only  with  his  own  vote,  but 
with  the  votes  of  a  hundred  freeholders, 
who  were  registered  among  bis  tenantry. 
To  this  Mr»  Carew  Smyth  replied,  that 
he  did  not  come  to  argue  the  case  with 
the  hon.  gentleman,  but  that  he  would 
convey  the  whole  of  the  proposition  to 
the  petitioner;  observing,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  considered  it  to  be  illegal 
and  inadmissible.  The  hon.  gentleman 
said,  in  reply,  that  he  did  not  see  the 
thina  in  the  hght  in  which  it  was  viewed 
by  Mr.  Carew  jSniyth)  that  he  ought  to 
receive  an  equivalent  for  the  patronage 
which  be  relinquished ;  and  tliat  he  was 
determined,  in  short,  to  have  a  quid  pro 
quo.  On  the  next  day,  the  hon*  gentle- 
man,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Thomas  Goold 
^a  respectable  barrister,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's confidential  adviser,  and  whose 
name  I  am  very  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  in- 
troduce in  this  statement],  waited  on  Mr. 
Carew  Smyth.  There  the  proposition 
nade  on  the  preceding  day  by  the  hon. 

fentleman  was  repeated.  Mr.  Carew 
myth  urged  the  same  arguments  which 
he  had  used  at  the  first  meeting,  bu^t  con- 
sented to  transmit  the  proposition  to  the 
petitioner.  After  the  departure  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  and  his  friend,  Mr.  Goold, 
Mr*  Carew  Smyth  made  a  minute  of  the 
conversation  that  had  passed,  which  mi- 
nute he  sent  to  the  hon.  gentleman  for  his 
approbation.  The  next  day  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  Mr.  Goold  again  waited  on 
Mr.  Carew  Smyth,  when  the  hon.  gentle- 
nan  delivered  the  minute  into  Mr.  Smitli*8 
hands,  observing  that  it  was  perfectly 
fKorrect,  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
three  words,  which,  although  of  some 
importance,  by  no  means  cnanged  the 
character  of  the  transaction.  Mr.  Carew 
Smyth  then  desired  the  hon.  gentleman 


to  sign  the  minute.    To  this  propoaitioft 
Mr.  Uoold  objected,  not  considering  it 
proper  that  a  member  of  parliament  should 
put  his  name  to  a  paper,  the  tendency  of 
which  was  to  diminish  the  emolunsents  of 
an  officer  ministerial  to  justice ;  but  that 
he  (Mr.  Goold)  should  always  be  ready 
to  testify  the  validity  of  the'transactioo* 
With  the  permission  of  the  House,  I  will, 
read  this  minute.    It  is  to  be  observed, 
that  Mr.  Cacew  Smith  had  authority  from  .- 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  transmit  it  to  Mr. 
Grady,   so  that  the  nublicity  it  has  ac». 
Quired  is  no  breach  oi  profesrional  confix 
deuce  on  his  pert.     The  minute  is  9a 
follows:— <*  Mr.  Carew  Smyth  stated,  that 
he  waited  on  Mr.  Quin,  as  the  friend  of. 
Mr.  Thomas  William  Grady,  to  knew  his' 
determination  as  to  the  appointment  of 
clerk  of  the  peace,  Mr.  Windham  stated, 
that  he  determined  on  appointing  Mr.  R. 
Smith  to  that  office,   upon  an  exnresa 
understanding  that  Mr.  Thomas  Wiilimn. 
Grady  was  to  receive  200/.  a  year  out  of 
the  profits  of  the  office,  and  that  on  any 
failure  or  want  of  dae  punctuality  in  pav- 
ing this  yearly  sum  to  Mr.  Thomas  Wil- 
liam Grady,  that  Mr.  R.  Smith  should  be 
dismissed  from  his  office.    Mr.  Windham 
Quin  further  stated,   that  he  expected 
Mr.  Thomas  William  Grady  should  con- 
tinue politically  connectecf  with  him  in 
the  county  of  Limerick,  so  long  aa  he 
continued  to  receive  the  2002.  a  year  out 
of  the  office,  but  that  Mr.  Thomas  Williana 
Grady  was  at  perfect  liberty  at  any  time 
to  rehnquish  the  200/.  a  year,  anddiipoee 
of  bis  interest  as  he  pleased.*'    Through 
the  words  *'  and  to  dispose  of  hit  interest, 
as  he  pleased,"  a  line  was  drawn,  thay 
having  been  objected  to,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  by  the  hon.  member,  and  these 
words  were  substituted  *'  andaepuratehia 
political   interest    from    Mr.   Windham 
Quin.'*    «<  Mr.  Carew  Smyth  stated,  that 
he  would  immediately  communicate  the 
]d>ove  to  Mr.  Thomas  William. Grady, 
whom  he  should  at  the  same  time  advise 
not  to  come  to  any  decision  till  he  had 
consulted  with  his  father,  but  should  re- 
quest of  him  to  come  to  a  determinatioa 
as  speedy  as  possible,  aa  to  accepting  or 
rejecting,  the  above  arrangtqient  aa  seen 
as  possible,  after  beijig  made  acauamte4 
with  his  father's  sentiments,  which  deter- 
mination should  be  communicated  by  Mri^ 
Carew  Smyth  to  Mr.  Quin/*    Aocord** 
ingly,    Mr.  Carew  Smyth   iromediet^lji. 
transmitted  the  minute  which  I  have  just 
read  to  the  petitioneri  who  r«plie4»  llM 
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considering  the  proportion  to  be  a  public 
offence,  be  not  only  rejected  it^  but  was 
determined  to-bring  it  under  the  considera- 
tion of  pariitmeot.  At  the  same  time 
a  legal  notice  was  served  on  Mr.  Carew 
Smyth  enjoining  him  not  to  suffer  the  ori- 
ginal minute  to  pass  out  of  his  hands. 
On  the  receipt  ot  this  answer  from  the 
petitioner,  Mr.  Carew  Smyth  immediately 
set  off  for  Adare»  the  country  seat  of  the 
bon.  gentleman's  father,  and  communi- 
cated it  to  bim.  The  matter  became  very 
.public  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  and 
created  so  much  alarm  in  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Daniel  Gabbett,  the  law  agent  to  the  hon. 
gentleman,  that  he  went  immediatdy  to 
the  lion,  geotlemao,  and  stated  to  him  the 
indiscretion  of  having  originated  such  a 
proposition  and  the  serious  consequences 
that  might  ensue  from  it.  In  consequence 
of  this  remonstrance,  on  the  9th  of  Octo- 
ber, Mr,  Daniel  G^bett  came  over  to  the 
petitioner's  residence  with  a  note  from  the 
hon.  gentleman^  which  he  gave  the  peti- 
tioner in  the  presence  of  a  gentleman 
(Mr.  Mansergn)  well  known  in  the  county 
of  Limerick.  The  note  was  as  follows : — 
**  Mr.  Grady  may  vote  as  he  pleases ;  and 
if  he  choose  to  vote  against  me,  I  will  not 
on  that  account  deprive  him  of  his  situa- 
tion. W.  W.  Q.**  At  that  time  the  pe- 
titioner and  his  father  made  no  answer  to 
this  communication,  but  afterwards  under- 
standing that  by  acceding  to  the  proposed 
terms,  they  should  be  considered  guil^ 
oif  a  collusion  in  and  subject  to  Uie  penal- 
ties attached  to  tbe  original  transaction, 
the  petitioner  determined  to  pursue  the 
coarse  which  he  has  adopted ;,  and  in  con- 
sequence the  petitioner's  father  soon  after, 
on  the  15th  or  October,  gave  notice  to 
the  bon.  gentleman,  that  it  was  the  peti- 
tioner's intention  to  bring  the  matter  be- 
fore the  House  of  Commons  immediately 
on  the  meeting  of  parliament.  After  this, 
there  was  a  correspondence  between  the 
parties,  which  did  not  close  until  the  5th 
of  December,  at  which  period  no  change 
had  taken  place  in  the  petitioner's  deter- 
mination. Such,  Sir,  are  the  ftcts  and 
allegations  contained,  in  this  petitioa; 
which  facts  and  allegations  the  petitioner 
saya  be  can  prove  by  documents,  and  by 
the  evidence  of  respectable  witnesses. 
He  prays  that  the  House  will  take  the 
subject  into  their  most  serious  considera* 
tion :  that  they  will  vindicate  their  own 
honour,  secwre  the  freedom  of  the  elective 
franchise,  and  admiiiisler  justice  towards 
those  who  have  beoi  engaged  in  the  pffaa- 
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tices  of  which  he  complaios  [Hear,  hear!} 
The  Petition  was  tnen  brought  up  and 
read  as  follows : 

<^To  ibe  Rig;bt  Hon.  and  Uooourable  the 
Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses  of  Gr.eat 
Britain  and  Ireland,  in  th«  present  Par- 
liament assembled :  The  humble  Petitk>n 
of  Thomas  William  Grady,  eso.  of  Bek 
roont,in  the  County  of  Limerick,  and  in 
that  part  of  tbe  United  Kingdom  called 
Ireland. 

*^  Sheweth,  That  the  honourable  Wyndham 
Wyndfaam  Qutn,  representative  in  parliament 
for  the  county  of  Limerick  (to  which  county 
he  stood  on  three  contested  elections)  was, 
in  the  month  of  July  last,  appointed  custos 
rotulorum  thereof,  by  the  present  lord  lien- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  by  virtue  of  which  appoint-* 
ment  he  became  entitled  to  appoint  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  §ot  said  county : 

*•  That  in  Irehmd,  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
peace  is  not  as  in  Bnffland  held  during  good 
behaviour,  but  is  at  the  arbitrary  disposal  of 
the  custos  rotubrum  *. 

**  That  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  peace  in 
Ireland  is  more  important,  as  more  exten* 
sively  ministerial  to  justice  than  in  England, 
because  In  Irdand  it  is  ministerial  as  well  to 
the  civil  as  to  the  criminal  justice  of  the 
county: 

''  That  the  said  Wyndham  Wvndham  Qirin, 
perceiving  at  the  last  general  election  that  his 
popularity  had  consklerablv  decreased,  ibund 
It  necessary  to  avail  himself,  for  election  nur* 
poses,  of  the  patronage  he  so  obtained  from 
0>verninent,  and  broke  up  the  emoluments  of 
the  said  office  of  clerk  of  the  peace  into  lots, 
in  order  to  distribute  the  several  lots  mnong 
such  persons  commanding  an  influence  in  the 
counrf  as  he  knew,  or  presumed  would,  un^ 
dertakey  in  ccmsideration  thereof,  to  support 
hia  on  any  future  contest,  appointing  them 
only  during  pleasure,  in  order  to  maintain  his 
control  over  them  for  those  purposes: 

**  That  having  superseded  the  former  derk 
of  the  peace,  he  appointed  a  person  of  the 
name  of  Richard  Smith  during  pleasure  to  that 
office  (the  said  Richard  Smith  having  a  num- 
ber of  freeholders  at  his  disposal),  and  this 
appointment  was  made  under  an  eipress  sti- 
pumtioa  with  the  said  Richard  Smith,  that  he 
tho  said  Richard  Smith  should  pay  out  of  the 
pevquisites  of  the  said  office  such  annui^  or 
annuities  as  he  tbe  said  Wyndham  Wyndham 
Quin  should  think  proper  to  appoint  and  in 
default  of  the  punctual  payments  of  such  an- 
nuities, that  he  the  said  Richard  Smith  was 
to  be  removed  from  his  office ;  upon  which 
terms  it  was  accepted  ef  by  the  said  Richard 
Smith: 

^IlMt  your  petitioner  and  bis  tenantry. 
ceosisliDg  of  about  one  hundred  reeistercd 
freehoMm,  had  hitherto  supported  the  said 
Wyndham  Wyndham- Quin  upon  all  his  con- 
tests for  the  couB^ ;  hut  the  said  Wyndham 
Wyndham  Quio^  nndiog  his  situaiio»  as  can-' 
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didate  now  more  precarious  than  it  had  been, 
thought  it  expedient^  if  possible,  to  secure 
the  futgre  support  of  vour  petitioner  and  his 
tenantry  by  a  deed  of  bargain  and  sale : 

'*  For  this  purpose,  on  the  Slst  of  September 
last,  the  said  Wyndhani  Wyndham  Quin  ^in 
person),  proposed  to  Carew  Smyth,  of  the 
cit}r  of  Dublin,  esq.,  barrister  at  law  (your 
fietitioner's  law  adviser)  in  behalf  of  your  pe- 
titioner, to  grant  to  ^our  petitioner  200/.  a- 
year  out  of  the  perquisites  of  the  said  office  of 
clerk  of  the  peace,  in  consideration  of  your 
petitioner's  putting  himself  and  his  tenantry 
at  the  perpetual  disposal  on  all  elections  of 
him  the  said  Wyndham  Windham  Quin,  sub- 
ject to  a  power  of  revocation,  as  to  the  said 
SOO/.  a-year,  if  your  petitioner  or  his  tenantry 
should  at  any  time  fail  in  voting  for  the  said 
Wyndham  Wyndham  Quin : 

•<  That  the  said  Carew  Smyth,  in  behalf 
of  your  petitioner,  objected  to  the  said  pro- 
posal as  reprehensible;  whereupon  the  said 
Windham  Wyndham  Quin  rephed,  that  no- 
thmg  could  be  more  equitable,  inasmuch  as 
to  obtain  your  petitioner's  compliance  with 
those  terms,  he  the  said  Wyndham  Wyndham 
Quin  consented  to  part  with  a  valuable  portion 
of  his  patronage,  and  that  he  was  determined 
to  part  with  no  portion  thereof  without  obtain- 
ing a  quid  pro  quo  ; 

*'  That  the  said  Carew  Smvth,  to  avoid  all 
misrepresentation,  suggested  the  necesssitv 
of  a  written  instrument  from  the  said  Wynd- 
ham W^dbam  Quin,  importing  the  precise 
tenor  of  the  contract  which  he  the  said  Wynd- 
ham Wyndham  Quia  had  thus  soliciteo,  to 
which  the  said  Wyndham  Wyndham  Quin 
assented ;  and  the  said  Carew  Smyth  having 
reduced  the  tenor  thereof  to  the  form  of  a  mi- 
nute or  written  instrument,  delivered  the  same 
to  the  said  Wyndham  Wyndham  Quin  to  de- 
liberate upon,  and  after  mature  consideration, 
to  declare  whether  it  fully  and  fairly  comprised 
bis  intentions : 

**  That  accordingly,  on  the  next  day,  the 
22nd  of  September,  the  said  Wyndham 
Wyndham  Quin,  attended  by  Thomas  Goold, 
of  the  city  of  Dublin,  esq.,  one  of  his  map 
jesty's  counsel  (the  confidential  lawyer  of  him 
the  said  Wyndham  Wyndhani  Quin)  came  to 
tbe  house  of  the  said  Carew  Smyth,  when  the 
said  Wyndham  Wyndham  Quin  with  his  own 
hand  delivered  to-  the  said  Carew  Smyth  the 
said  instrument  in  writing,  revised  and  cor- 
rected, approved  of,  and  testified  by  the  said 
Thomas  Goold,  as  the  basis  of  that  contract 
which  he  the  said  Wyndham  W^ndliam  Quin 
sought  to  establish;  and  comprising  dl  the 
terms,  conditions,  and  stipulations  herein- 
before recited,  for  transferring  SOD/.  »>year 
to  your  petitioner,  in  consideration  of  your 
petitioner's  investing  him  the  said  Wyndham 
Wyndham  Quin,  with  an  absolute  dominion 
over  the  future  votes  and  free  will  of  one  hun- 
dred freemen  of  the  said  county ;  and  which 
Instrument,  as  revised  and  altered  by  the  said 
Wyndham  Wyndham  Quin  and  tbe  saidTho« 


mas  Goold^  was  to  the  tenor  and  cfiect  fol« 
lowing: 
"  <  That  the  said  Richard  Smith  was  to  be 
appointed  clerk  of  the  peace,  upon  an  ex- 
press understanding  between  him  and  the 
said  Wyndham  Wyndham  Quin,  that  the  said 
Thomas  William  Grady  was  to  receive  300/. 
a-year  out  of  the  profits  of  the  said  office ; 
and  that,  on  any  failure  or  want  of  due  punc- 
tuality in  paying  this  yearly  sum  to  the  said 
Thomas  William  Grady,  the  said  Richard 
Smith  should  be  dismissed  from  his  said  of- 
fice ;  and  that  the  said  Wyndham  Wyndham 
Quin  expected  that  the  said  Thomas  William 
Grady  snould  continue  politically  connected 
with  him,  the  said  Wyndham  Wyndham 
Quin,  so  long  as  he  the  said  Thomas  William 
Grady  continued  to  receive  the  said  800/.  a- 
year  out  of  the  said  office,  but  that  the  said 
Thomas  William  Grady  was  at  perfect  lit>erty 
at  any  time,  upon  relinquishing  the  sud  200/. 
a  year,  to  dispose  ot  his  interest  as  he 
pleased :' 

"  Your  petition  humbly  shows,  that  the 
said  written  instrument  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  said  Carew  Smyth,  subject  to  such  order 
for  production  as  this  honourable  House  shall 
think  proper  to  make : 

^  Your  petitioner  shows,  that  the  ssud  pro- 
posal bavins  been  communicated  to  him  at  tbe 
instance  of  the  said  Wyndham  Wyndham 
Quin,  he  Instantly  rejected  the  same  with  in- 
dignation, and  feeling  himself  bound  by  every 
constitutional  principle  to  assert  the  freedom 
of  election,  which  hsid  been  thus  invaded,  the 
high  privileges  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  which  had  been  thus  trampled  upon, 
and  tbe  pure  administration  of  justice  in  his 
county,  which  had  been  thus  tampered  with, 
resolved  to  submit  the  whole  transaction 
against  tbe  said  Wyndham  Wyndham  Quin, 
and  the  said  Thomas  Goold,  to  the  august  and 
elevated  jurisdiction  of  this  honourable  House : 
'*  That  Daniel  Gabbett  of  the  citv  of  Lime- 
rick, esq.,  law  agent  to  the  said  Wyndham 
Wj^ndham  Quin,  being  apprized  of  such  your 
petitioner's  intentions,  thoueht  it  his  duty  to 
expostulate  with  the  said  Wyndham  Wyndham 
Quin,  upon  the  nature  of  the  proposal  he  had 
so  made  to  your  petitioner,  and  cautioning 
him  of  the  danger  he  thereby  incurred,  re- 
commended him  to  endeavour  to  rescue  him- 
self from  the  consequences,  by  offering  to 
your  petitioner  the  said  200/.  a-ycar  inde- 
pendent of  any  pledge  for  election  service : 

''  That  the  said  Wyndham  Wyndham  Quin, 
being  apparently  alarmed  at  the  aforesaid  sug- 
gestions, wrote  the  following  note  to  the  said 
Daniel  GabbeU,  in  order  to  Its  being  shown 
by  him  to  your  petitioner ;  vis. 

^  *  Mr.  Grady  may  vote  as  he  please ;  if> 
'  he  chooses  to  vote  against  me,  I  will  not  on 
<  that  account  deprive  him  of  bis  situation. 

« W.  W.  QuiH.' 
^  But  your  petitioner  being  advised  that  it 
would  be  improper  to  medoie  with  the  per- 
quisites of  an  office,  ministerial  lojustici^  in 
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wkkh  office  your  petitioner  had  no  property, 
and  ofer  which  he  had  no  control;  and  the 
offer  itself,  under  the  circumstances,  and  at 
the  time  in  which  it  was  made,  had  so  much 
the  complexion  of  a  bribe  to  your  petitioner 
for  compounding  an  offence  against  the  state, 
your  petitioner  rejected  the  said  SOO/.  a^year, 
though  now  unconditionally  offered : 

*'  Your  petitioner  humbly  begs  leave  to 
refer  lo  the  1st  William  and  Mary,  c.  Si, sect. 
8,  by  which  statute,  the  said  offences  so  com- 
mitted by  the  said  Wyndham  W  vndham  Quin, 
and  Thomas  Goold,are  declared  to  be  corrupt 
and  criminal  J  and  your  petitioner  most  humbly 
begs  leave  to  reter  to  the  case  of  breach  of 

Jirivilege  acted  upon  in  the  last  session  by  the 
ate  House  of  Commons;  there  it  appeared 
that  Thomas  Feif  iison,  an  exciseman  of  La- 
narkshire, offereda  place  to  an  elector  of  that 
-  county  upon  the  same  conditions  as  in  the 
]>resent  mstance.  (that  is  to  say),  on  condi- 
tions that  he  would  vote  for  and  support  the 
interest  of  a  certain  noble  lord ;  and  there, 
that  House  asserted  its  high  privileges,  by 
chastising  the  said  Ferguson : 

''  Yet  the  said  Ferguson  was  not  a  member 
of  that  House,  whose  high  privileges  he  in- 
vaded, nor  the  son  of  a  peer,  and  hereditary 
pillar  of  that  state  whose  best  foundations  he 
undermined*  neither  was  he  the  first  judicial 
magistrate  in  his  county,  nor  an  office  broker 
in  his  own  county  court ;  and  though  he  did 
invade  the  .freedom  of  election,  anci  the  privi- 

Sesof  that  House,  he  neither  subverted  the 
ninistration  of  justice,  nor  rendered  his*of- 
fice  instrumental  to  his  guilt : 

'*  Your  petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays. 
That  such  order  shall  be  made  for  inquiring 
into  the  alleaitions  of  this  his  humble  peti- 
tion, as  to  Uie  wisdom  and  dignity  of  the 
House  shall  seem  expedient ;  apd  your  peti- 
tioner plcdees  himself  to  prove  the  truth  of 
every  fact  here  alleged,  under  the  peril  of 
incurring  the  severest  censure  of  this  honour- 
able House ;  and  ^rour  petitioner  humbly  ob- 
serves, that  this  his  petition  is  not  intended 
to  bear,  and  eannot  near  upon  the  merits  of 
the  last  election  for  said  county,  which  took 
place  in  June  last,  whereas  all  the  facts  here 
alleged  were  committed  at  a  subsequent  pe- 
riod, and  in  contemplation  of  such  future 
election  or  elections,  as  might  thereafter  take 
place  for  the  said  county  of  Limerick.  And 
your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray,  &c.  Thos.  willk.  Gradt.'^ 

The  Petition  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Wyndham  Quin  rose  and  spoke  to 
the  followine  effect : 

Mr.  Spacer ;— Long  aa  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  thia  House,  I  have 
▼arv  seldom  offered  myself  to  yoar  notice ; 
ana  of  this  I  am  sure,  that  I  have  never 
done  so  without  experiencing  much  pain 
and  embarrassment.  But,  Sir,  I  should 
not  tell  the  truth  were  I  not  now  to  say, 


that  1  have  looked   forwatd  with'    the 
greatest  anxiety  to  this  moment,  when  I 
might  rise  in  my  place,  and  declare  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  that  the  charges 
in  that  petition  areas  ungrounded  and  ma- 
licious as  were  ever  attempted  to  be  pahned 
on  a  public  assembly,  or  as  were  ever 
aimed  at  the  happiness  and  peace  of  an 
individual.     Sir,  I  do  most  unequivocally 
and  scornfully  declare,  that  that  petition 
does  not  speak  the  language  of  truth.    If 
the  House  will   indulge  me  for  a  few 
moments,  I  will  make  a  plain  statement 
of  facts.    It  is  distinctly  admitted,  that 
the  circumstances  detailed  in  the  petition 
have  no  reference  whatever  to   the  last 
election.    After  that  election,  I,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  undoubted  right  which  I 
possessed,   removed  the  petitioner  from 
the   situation    of   clerk  of  the   peace* 
JSir,  I  will  not  pretend  to  conceal  that 
tliere   was  another  gentleman   who  ap- 
peared to  me  have  stronger  claims  to  that 
situation,  and  to  be  better  calculated  io 
fill  it  with  advantage  to  the  public.    The 
question  has  nothing  to  do  with  politics 
—it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  politics  of 
the   county  of  Limerick ;    for  both  the  • 
petitioner,  and  the  gentleman  by  whom  he 
was  succeeded,  uniformly  supported  me 
from  the  first  moment  at  which  I  became 
a  candidate  for  the  representation  of  that 
county.    Sir,  if  the  petitioner  had  been 
an  old  servant  of  the  public — if  he  had 
been  for 'many  years  engaged  in  discharg* 
tng  the  duties  of  a  laborious  office,  the 
case  would  have  been  very  different.    But 
what  is  the  fact  I    It  is  true,  that  the  pe« 
titioner  held  the  situation  of  clerk  of  the 
peace  for   the  county  of  Limerick  for 
fifteen  years.    But  will  the  House  believe 
that  he  is  now  only  three  and  twenty  years 
of  age,  and  consequently  that  he  must 
have  heen  appointed  when  he  was  about    . 
seven  or  eight  years  old !  [Hear,  hear  !]• 
The  truth  is,  that  the  petitioner  never 
exercised  a  single  function  of  his  office. 
Every  thing  was  done  by  a  deputy-*an 
nnderling  clerk.     I  do  not  pretend  to 
coooeal  my  opinion  that  the  Important 
office  in  question  ou^ht  to  be  discharged 
in  person  by  the  individual  by  whom  it  is 
held;  and  in  making  the  appointment 
which  I  have  made  of  a  successor  to  the 
petitioner,  I  did  select  a  gentleman  who 
could  dischacge,  and  who  does  discharge, 
the  duties  of  that   office.    Sir,   I  have 
already  said,  that  the  petitioner  always 
supported  me  in  my  elections.    Towards 
him,  thereforoi  I  could  have  no  unkind 
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ftelingB. '  When  he  found  that  he  was  to 
be  remoTed,  be  told  me  with  an  emotion 
fit  which  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say,  I 
eympathised  with  him,  that  it  would  be 
his  ruin  were  no  other  provision  made  for 
him.  He  even  went  so  far  as  to  sav,  that 
he  would  biow  out  bis  brains.  Under 
the  knpression  of  this  declaration,  on  the 
part  of  the  petitioner,  I  was  prepared 
to  feel  the  fall  force  of  suggestions 
bjr  persons  who  were  interested  for 
bun,  that  probably  some  provision  might 
be  made  for  him  out  of  tne  emoluments 
of  the  successor  to  his  office;  an  idea  that 
had  not  previously  occurred  to  myself. 
Mj  first  step,  after  receiving  these  sug- 
gestions, was,  to  take  legal  advice,  in 
onder  to  ascertain,  whether  they  could  be 
properly  complied  with.  Being  satisfied 
that  a  compliance  with  them  would  not 
be  Against  the  law,  I  communicated  to 
the  petitioner,  that  I  was  happy  to  inform 
bim  an  arrangement  wasmade  in  conformity 
to  his  wishes ;  and  I  believe  I  added,  that 
I  hoped  he  would  not  now  blow  his  brains 
out,  as  the  provision,  the  atmount  of  which 
I  stated,  was  greater  than  he  had  perhaps 
entertained  any  expectation  of.  When  I 
made  that  communication,  I  very  little 
expected  the  answer  that  I  received. 
<<  What !  *'  said  my  correspondent,  <<  I 
tako  9001. !  No.  Giv«  me  SCXtf.,  and  that 
I  ihidi  consider  sufficient."  Now,  Sir, 
when  I  state  to  the  House  that  the  value 
of  the  <^ce  in  question  is  not  more  than 
ha>f  that  which  in  the  petition  it  is  des* 
cribed  to  be,  I  am  sure  they  will  think 
that  I  should  not  have  been  justified  in 
listening  to  this  unreasonable  demand 
[Hear,  hear!].  The  petitioner  says,  he 
refused  to  accede  to  the  proposition  which 
I  made  to  him.  In  a  few  days  after  the 
occurrence  of  the  circumstances  which  I 
have  mentioned,  I  distinctly  understood 
from  the  friends  of  the  petitioner,  that  he 
was  completely  satisfied  with  the  arrao^ 
ment  which  I  had  proposed,  and  with 
that  understanding  I  went  over  in  a  few 
days  to  England,  abstaining  from  takmg 
any  decided  step  on  the  subject,  until  the 
petitioner  should  have  ample  time  to  satisfy 
mmself  whh  respect  to  tne  extent  of  his 
claims.  Ori  ray  retarn  to  Ireland,  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Carew  Smyth, 
urging  and  intreatinff  me,  in  the  moat 
anxious  manner,  to  lulow  bim  to  wait  on 
me  in  Dublin,  on  the  subiect  of  the  ar- 
rang^ement  respecting  the  petitioner. 
Haying  made  up  mvmind  on  that  subject, 
I  wished  for  no  famer  discosmo  upon  it| 


but  I  replied  to  Mr.  Carew  Smytb,  that  I 
should  certainly  be  happy  to  see  him, 
but  that  I  was  completely '  deterrafned 
with  respect  to  the  subject  on  which  he 
wished  to  communicate  with  me.— Not- 
withstanding this  intimation,  Mr.  Carew 
Sm^th  persevered  in  his  resolution  of 
calling  on  me,  a^d  the  subject  was  dis- 
cussed  by  us  over  and  over  a^ain.  Sir,  the 
House  is  told  in  the  petition,  that  Mr. 
Carew  Smyth  subsequently  delivered  to 
me,  for  my  approbation,  a  minute  of  our 
conversation  on  that  occasion.  The  fact 
is,  that  Mr.  Carew  Smyth  sent  under 
coyer  to  me  a  minute  (I  dare  say  that 
which  is  quoted  in  the  petition),  and  in  a 
few  hours  after  the  receipt  of  it,  when  I 
had  read  it,  and  seen  what  it  was,  I  took 
the  trouble  to  ^o  mjrself  to  Mr.  Carew 
Smyth,  to  give  it  to  him,  and  to  tell  him, 
which  I  did,  in  the  presence  of  a  third 
person,  that  it  did  not  contain  my  senti- 
ments; that  I  would  not  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  it ;  that  Mr*/  Grady  was  free 
to  vote  for  whom  he  pleased;  that  I  #ottkl 
make  no  such  compact  with  irnn ;  tlrat 
he  was  ••free  as  air*»  [Hear,  hear!]. 
The  petitioner  says  I  adopted  that  minute. 
How  could  I  adopt  it,  when  I  returned  it  { 
How  could  I  adopt  it  unless  I  signed  it, 
and  retained  at  leas^  a  copy  ?  Sir,  I  save 
it  back  to  Mr.  Carew  Smyth,  and  I  kept 
no  copy  of  it  {Hear,  hear  !]•  The  next 
day  I  went  down  into  the  country.  The 
petitioner  came  to  me,  and  said  that  he 
had  been  informed  by  Mr.  Carew  Smyth, 
that  I  attached  to  the  annuity  which  he 
was  to  receive  the  stipulation  that  he 
should  vote  for  me.  A  neighbouring 
gentleman  was  with  roe,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  that  gentleman  I  told  the  peti- 
tioner, that  if  Mr.  Carew  Smyth  had  so 
informed  him,  Mr.  Carew  Smyth  was 
utterly  wrong,  and  that  he  had  no  autho- 
rity ft^om  me  for  such  a  communication. 
I  told  him  that  be  must  not  give  credit  to 
any  such  statement ;  that  I  would  make 
no  such  compact ;  and  that  he  was  free 
to  vote  for  whom  he  pleased.  When  the 
petitioner  pressed  the  subject  farther,  I 
would  not  listen  to  him.  And  after  this. 
Sir,  t  am  to  be  brought  here,  and  accused 
of  having  entered  into  a  corrupt  bargain 
[tiear,  hear !]  !  On  a  subsequent  day  I 
had  a  oommimication  made  to  roe  from 
the  nearest  friend  of  the  petitioner,  that 
the  impression  on  bis  mind  was,  that  al<< 
though  I  left  him  at  liberty  to  yote  for 
whom  he  pleased,  that  permission  was 
capable  of  being  construed  into  an  impli- 
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otUoa  fore^  lo  iu  appa^nt  tenor.  I 
immecliately  replied,  tnat  I  wanted  not 
bifl  yoie ;  that  he  might  vote  for  whom  he 
pleased ;  and  that  if  he  were  to  vote  in 
my  very  face  it  would  not  make  the 
•lightest  difference.  But,  Sir,  it  is  alleged 
in  thia  petition,  that  I  did  thia  under  the 
fear  of  a  parliamentary  inouiry  into  inv 
conduct.  The  House  shall  judge  with 
what  truth  this  allegation  is  made.  I  de- 
clare to  them  upon  my  honour,  as  a  gen- 
tleman and  a  member  of  parliament,  that 
at  the  period  in  question,  I  had  never  the 
most  aistant  insmuation  of  such  a  thing. 
Mr.  Carew  Smyth  never  hinted  it  to  me, 
nor  did  any  one  else.  Sir,  the  petitioner 
aays,  that  he  rejected,  with  scorn  and  in- 
dignation (those  are  his  words)  my  offer 
to  him,  and  that  he  expressed  his  deter- 
minatioD  to  bring  the  matter  before  par* 
liament.  He  was  indignant  at  the  insult 
offered  to  his  own  honour  and  the  honour 
of  parliament!  Sir,  if  the  House  will 
allow  me,  I  will  read  the  letter  which  I 
received  from  the  petitioner  in  answer  to 
the  communication  made  to  him.  It  is 
dated  the  10th  of  October,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows:—** Dear  Sir;  I  have  just  had  your 
'^et^  handsome  offer  communicated  to  roe. 
I  accept  it  for  myself,  although  I  must  in 
the  first  instance  consult  my  cousin,  that 
being  a  compliment  I  must  pavhim.-^!  am, 
dear  sir,  your's,  &c.         T.*W.  Grady." 

This  was  the  indignation— this  was  the 
acorn  which  the  petitioner  affected  to 
feel  at  my  proposition !  Sir,  I  have  al- 
ready distinctly  disclaimed  the  imputation 
attempted  to  be  cast  upon  me.  I  have 
stated,  that  when  I  said  I  would  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  vote  of  the  petitioner, 
a  third  person  was  present^  whose  evi- 
dence will  bear  me  out  in  that  assertion. 
But,  if  the  House  will  allow  me,  I  will  let 
them  into  the  secret  history  of  this  trana- 
actioo.  The  ostensible  object  of  the  pe- 
titioner and  bis  frieoda  is  evident.  I  will 
ahow  the  House  what  their  real  object  is. 
The  father  of  the  petitioner  lives  at  Bou- 
logne, having  some  time  ago  quitted  Ire* 
land  for  reasons  which  it  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  mention.  On  the  I9th' of  Oc- 
tober—and  mark  I  I  have  stated,  that  on 
the  lOth,  the  petitioner  wrote  to  roe  the 
letter  which  I  have  just  resd,  expressive 
of  bia  satisfaction.  On  the  19ih  of  Octo- 
ber I  received  the  first  of  a  series  of 
threatening  lettera  from  the  Cither  of  the 
patitiooer.    Itia  coached  in  these  teni»— 

M  Sir  ^-^Undemeath  yoo  have  a  copj 
of  a  letter  written  b y  bbo  lo  a  leading 
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Member  of  Oppositiooi  with  whom  I  hav^ 
been  the  last  week  in  London,  who 
furnished  me  with  extracts  and  precedents 
from  the  Commons'  Journals,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  me  to  proceed  in  the  bu- 
siness I  have  undertaken,  and  to  whose 
advice  I  have  entirely  committed  myselC 
I  deprecate  the  idea  of  threatening,  but 
as  I  have  often  done  before  to  your  ad* 
vantage,  I  offer  you  advice.  I  advise 
you  to  restore  my  son  to  his  office  of 
which  you  deprived  him,  and  to  appoiiit 
him  to  it  for  life  before  the  1st  of  next 
January.  I  hope  your  answer  will  inform 
me  that  you  mean  to  take  my  advice.  If 
I  receive  no  answer,  I  shall  consider  that 
you  reject  it,  and  act  accordingly.  Your'Sf 
&c.  Thomas  Grady.'* 

The    letter  subjoined,   and  addressed 
to  a  leading  member  of  the  opposition, 
paints  me  in  very  black  colours.    It  com- 
pares me  to  the  figures  of  Sin  and  Death, 
standing  at  the  gates  of  Hell  [a  laugh 
and  cries  of  Name,  name !  in  the  midst  of 
which,  sir  R.  Wilson  said,  **  It  is  clearly 
not  myself.'* — A  loud  laugh].    Then  ho 
says  [calls  of  Read,  read!],  I  shall  now 
read  the  whole  of  the  letter,  though  I  had 
intended  only  to  read  those  parts  of  it 
which  I  conceived  to  be  most  material  in 
illustrating  the  motives  which  gave  rise  to 
this    charge.     Then   ho*  says— <*    That 
night  Mr.  Carew  Smyth  gave  me  a  copy 
of  the  famous  and  memorable  minute,* 
which,  when  vou  delivered  into  his  hands 
you  delivered  to  him  the  death-warrant 
of  your  political  existence.**    The  House 
would  see  pretty  clearly  from  this,  what 
were  the  motives  which  gave  rise  to  this 
charge.    It  is  not  for  me  to  say  this  charge 
originated  in  a  conspiracy  against  me,  for 
the  purpose  of  extorting  from  me   the 
office  of  clerk  of  the  peace ;  It  is  for  roe 
to  state  the  facts,  and  to  leave  to  the 
House  to  draw  the  proper  inferences  from 
these  facts.    He  goes  on— <<  A  member 
of  no  common  note  came  over  here  to  mo 
(that  is,  to  Boulogne),  in  order  to  discusa 
with  roe  the  other  matter  at  large,  and 
bringing  me  over  an  encouragement  from 
tlie  great  body  of  the  opposition.**    Sir« 
r  bhould  not  do  justice  to  myself,  did  K 
not  now  state  to  the  House  wliat  was  the 
feeling  produced  on  niy  mind  by  such  a 
denunciation  of  the  hostility  of  the  oppo- 
sition towards  me.     What  meaning  did 
this  assertion  convey  but  this? — You  have 
made  yourself  obnoxious,  perhaps,  to  the 
opposition  members  of  the  House,   and 
theywould  gladly  avail  themselves  of  etery 
(2S) 
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Dpportanity  VfKch  presents  itdle^If  to  rtm 
yo^  down,  ^o,  Si^,  I  lool^fed  with  con- 
tempt on  the  threat,  iand  the  calamnioal 
anegatioQft  which  It  conveyed  against 
that  part  of  the  House  towards  which  I 
am  poKtically  opposed.  I  htfd  sixch  con- 
^dencfe  in  the  justice  and  im'pattiality  of 
'tb6  boo.  memibers  alluded  to»  that  t  felt, 
if  my  Itfe  and  honour  were  at  stal^,  I 
.  t^ouM  as  sdon  put  myself  oq  the  opposi- 
tion sidle  of  the  House,  as  on  the  verdict  of 
iajury,  or  as  on  any  body  of  men  on  earth  ? 
He  then,  Sir,  goes  on  to  tell  me  what 
coarse  he  intends  to  pursue.  <<  I  Will  flf^ 
call  the  attention  of  ihe  British  public  to 
the  subject  by  lettdlrs  in  'the  public  Joiif- 
'nal8.  I  will  keep  ttib  iittention  of  the 
f  ubh'c  Uive  t6  the  subject,  by  paragraphs 
jW>m  time  to  time;  and  this  cab  bo  done 
1>y  ma  with  ihe  greatest  ease,  without  my 
stirring  from  my  fire-side,  in  dbfid^qu^tice 
of  the  arrangements  wKicli  I  haVe  mada 
fbr  that  purpose.'*  At  tlie  close  of  this 
letter,  my  day  of  grace  t^as  extended 
from  the  l2th  df  Noveiiiber  to  the  5th  of 
pecember.  The  Hdu^e  will  see  #hat,  Ih 
iny  situation,  I  should  have  b^en  guilty 
0^  had  I  acceded  to  the  offer  of  the  peti- 
tioner. Where  was,  then,  the  regard  for 
the  purity  of  parliament,  and  the  fear  of 
violating  its  privileges,  of  which  h^ 
boasts?  The  writer  of  this  letter  'said 
lie  would  wait  till  the  'Mil  oT  Deeetiiber, 
before  he  took  ahv  step  in  the  'business. 
Before  I  state  to  tfle  House  what  Weds  the 
st^p  which  I  took  in  consequence  bf  this 
letter,  allow  me  to  observe,  what  step  I 
might  haveta1cen,iflhad'hadthereiist  cause 
to  fear  the  denuncratidn  bf  the  writer.  I 
liad  it  yet  in  my  power  to  restore  the  pe- 
tit ibner' to  the  situation  which  was  the  ob- 
ject of  his  wishes ;  and  if  I  haci  the  power, 
what  course  would  I  naturally  have  pur- 
sued, ^f  I  had  had  the  slightest  caiiSe  to 
fear  the  consequence  of  any  charge  whldh 
could  be  brought  against  me  in  psrlia- 
meht  i  But  I  knew  that  I  stood  perfectly 
clear  of  all  grounds  of  chafge  whatever. 
I  'khew  that  I  could  put  liiysetf  oil  tHe 
judffment  of  the^  flouse  without  'the 
altgptMt  apprehension.  Sir,  I  put  an  etid 
at  once  to  this  correspond'enbe ;  and  as  I 
have  been  charged  with  actiil'g  under  the 
fear  of  a  parliamentary  itaquiry,  I  will  now 
read  the  short  answer  which  1  feturned 
to  this  letter— 1«  Your  letter  of  the  19Ch 
of  OctoHer  I'recieived;  biitl  should  have 
,  answered  it  only  by  aVoix^^mptubussiTende, 
had  I  not  felt  it'possibTetl^tlhepcfrsOn  #lio 
VrSte  fhat  letter  Vas  SiiiRfi%'at  the  iMe 
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jrom  the  efl^mtf  ^ei^a^ion  iM  dhap)>offll« 
tiient ;  and  as  I  coo7d  hlfrdlj^  concef9« 
tttat  Mtiy  serious  intention  irM  Ifntertaliil^d 
oF  camring  into  '^xacuf ton  t9ie  design  ^ 
wUich  n  aimcmnced,  mV  pitjr  ^r^aifed^ 
ovislr  toy  resentment,  fitit  yoift  fetter  Of 
the  l'8th,  at  ondft  bjpl^nVd  my  eyH  ^nd  ft 
only  remaihs  for  ma  to  Is'tate  f6  ^oii  nb«ir, 
as  strongly  as  language  can  expi^ss  it, 
that  I  defy  you  to  the  charge.  I 'tell  yon 
that  I  fear  you  not— my  Omy  fea^is,  least 
you  should  not  persevere  in  brlb^ih^  Tor- 
ward  this  charge— tiot  that  I  dbnceiva 
there  can  be  ahy  merit  in  gaining  is  victory 
over  yoo,  for  poor  is  that  vrctory  which  At 
^ain^  over  a  than  who  dpcinly  and  une- 
quivocally ttvows,  "that  he  is  not  gtxfded  by 
purity  of  motive.  I  agath  repeat,  that  I 
defy  you  to  the  cbargb.**  Havinig  now 
stated  the  Whole  of  my^ft&re,  ^ith  your 
perttjission,  I  shall  nowlehve^hetlouse. 
[Loud  and  repeated  cheehings  from  all 
parts  of  the  House.] 

Sir  /?.  WiUm  said,  that  before  the  htin. 
*tnember  left  the  House,  he  begged  to  as- 
"sure  hfm,  that  he  knew  notbing  of  the  pe- 
titioner, and  had  never  h'dard  of  the  peti- 
tion till  one  week  bbfore  his  pVesbtiting  ?t. 
He  conceived,  that,  iniustice  to  hrmself, 
he  was  bound  to  stale  this,  lest  it  migl/t 
be  supposed  that  any  of  the  letteiii 
alluded  to  in  those  which  badbebn  rcail 
by  the  hon.  member  were  addresised  tb 
himself.  tVith  respect  to  the  hbn.  mem- 
ber,  it  was  not  his  duty,  and  it  certainlV 
was  not  his  inclination,  to  endeavour  now 
to  weaken  the  impression  "which  he  had 
produced  on  the  House.  He  had  no^ 
sufficient  parliamentary  experience  tb 
guide  him  in  the  course  ot  proceeding 
which  it  would  now  be  proper  to  adopt ; 
and  therefore  he  wished  tb  have  th^ 
sense  of  the  House  on  the  subject. 
Willing  to  yield  to  the  suggestions  df 
members  of  more  experience  man  himself, 
and  to  adopt  whatever  course  was  mo^t 
agreeable  to  the  House,  he  should  in  thb 
meantime  move,  that  the  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  piivilegcs. 

Mr.  Pdtr  Moate  Ihbogbt,  that  as  *a 
change  idjurious  Ui  tlie  cbarticter  of  the 
hdn.  member  had  lieen  brotrght  a^tiiit 
him,  be  ought  to  have  an  oppoi^tunitT  ii 
clearing  itway  thit  impdtation ;  'antl  fib 
therefore  conceived  thttt  dn  fnquii^  intb 
the  cltcumstan6es'of  '^e  case  shouldlie 
ohlered*  He  iiitl  "Vibt  Wt^h  to  enter  intb 
Die  anbiect— Yfe  dodld  ndt  do  better  tbab 
imfiixe  ffla  lAcMple  ofTilr  Hdn.iUend, 
whoHaB  Mid  liCdid  not  Wkh'to  >eak^ 
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the  iraprotsioD  made  oji  the  House  by  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  member.  He  ihoufdt 
therefore  second  the  m9tioo. 

Mr.  Wwm  said,  that  if  the  alleeations 
^  the  petltiQn  were  true,  there  had  been 
oommttted  one  of  the  greatest  breaches 
of  privilege  which  it  was  possible  to  com- 
mit— if  they  were  false,  this  wa$  one  of  the 
foulest  and  most  wiclced  conspiracies  that 
was  over  yet  ^brought  before  the  House. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  hold  the 
petitioner  bound  to  prove  hfs  pase  at  the 
nazard  of  the  severest  censure  the  House 
could  porsibly  inflict  on  him ;  and  it  was 
also  the  duty  of  the  House  to  inflict  the 
severest  censure  on  him,  if  he  failed  to 
Drove  his  cas?,    He  did  not  wish  to  trust 
himself  in  this  ^ta^e  of  tlie  case  with  ex- 
pressing  any  opmiop    on    the    subject, 
("eeling  himself  placed  in  the  situation  of 
a  judge,  he  wished  to  defer  expressing  his 
opinion  oo  the  cfsav  till  he  knew  how  far 
that  case  could  or  could  not  be  establish- 
ed.   It  was  hardly  pecessary  for  him  to 
mention  to  the  House,  that  when  a  charge 
of  this  nature  w^s  met  by  the  fullest  and 
most  ample  danial,  they  owed  it  to  the 
member  against  whom   the   charge  was 
brought  to  giye  him  an  opportunity  of 
iustifying  himself  in  the  eyes  of  the  pub- 
lic— and  they  owed  it  to  themselves  to 
see,  that  that  enquiry  should  be  conducted 
in  the  most  solemn  manner.    He  should 
feel  it  as  highly  desirable  that  this  casq 
should  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House. 
In   the   last   case  of  the  same  nature, 
nan^ely,  that  of  Mr.  Paul  against  the  late 
Mr.  Sheridan,  this  was  the  course  which 
was  adopted.    In  the  first  place,  if  this 
case  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  pri- 
vileges. It  would  be  necessary  that  all  the 
o|her  numerous  committees  which  were 
sitting,    should   suspend    their    sittings, 
while   the  committee  of  privileges  was 
silting,  ip   order  to  ensure  a  sufficient 
attendance  of  members ;   and  that  alone 
formed  a  strong  ground  of  objection  to 
such  a  course.     He  conceived,  therefore, 
that  th6  case  slmuld  be  heard  at  the  bar 
of  the  House.    It  was  befitting  the  cha- 
racter of  the  House,  and  the  character  of 
ibe    person    accused,   that   this  charge 

{hould  be  met  u  publicly  as  possible.  He 
iqped  the  House  would  investigate  the 
Attbject  io  4  most  scrupulous  and  amplo 
mafkoer,  and  under  that  feeling,  that  they 
would  hold  the  petitiooer  bound  to  prove 
iMf  allegations.  If  these  adlefstions  were 
i|ot  substantiated,  he  oaipos^  hims.e1f  to 
thf  *  #evercit .  c^ostire.    Up    suggested, 
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therefore,  to  the  hon.  moveri  that  it  wouVI 
Be  more  advisable  for  him  tb^witlidraw 
Sis  motion^  that  this  case  might  he  heard 
at  tlie  bar  of  the  House.  The  Hom»} 
would  next  fix  the  aav  most  convenie^l 
ior  hearing  parties  ana  witnesses.  Firooi 
th^  distance,  sometime  would  be  required 
to  bring  forward  witnesses,  and  the  firing- 
ing  them  here  would  be  attended  with 
considerable  expense.  He  should  again 
repeat,  thiu  if  the  charges  were  unfounded, 
the  Houso  ought  to  protect  the  characters 
of  members  mm  being  wantonly  sporte^ 
with.  He  should  therefore  move,  '*  That 
the  matter  of  the  complaint  be  heard  ^ 
the  bar  pf  the  House.*' 

Sir  Robert  Wils<m  said,  he  would  with- 
draw his  motion,  and  second  the  one 
moved  by  Mr.  Wynn.— This  being 
agreed  to^ 

Mr.  Wynn  observed,  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  appoint  as  early  a  day  for  this 
as  would  aflord  time  to  bring  over  th^ 
witnesses.    Perhaps  to-morrow  fortnight 
might  be  convenietat ;  or  it  might  be  pro- 
per to  ascertain  first,  whether  this  time 
would  allow  the  hon..  member  (Mr.  Wl 
Quin)  time  to  bring  forward  his  witnesses. 
Lord    Castlereagh    conceived    himself 
bound   in  justice    to  the  hon.  member, 
against  whom  the  charge  was  brought,  lo 
state  his   conviction,  which  he  believed 
was    shared  by  the  House,   that   there 
never  was  a  case  which,  primd  fade^t  ap« 
peared  so  completely  unfounded.    Ther^ 
were  the  best  grounds  for  presuming  that 
this  cdacge  attached  not  the  slightest  par- 
ticle of  imputation  on  the  hon.  member. 
He  h^d  never  heard  a  case  which  ex- 
plained itself  so  fully  in  every  respect.  H^ 
thought  the  House  would  agree  with  him 
that  nothing  more  was  wanted,  than  the 
latter  part  of  the  hon.  member's  statement, 
to  prove  the  justice  of  his  assertion  in  tb^ 
beginning  of  it— that  thefe  was  not  a  sin* 
fl\^   sentence    of  truth   in  the  petition. 
Thif,  he  thought,  had  been  fully  proved 
by  the  letters  which  had  beeo  read.  Those 
letters  showed  so  clearly  the  motives  of 
the  parties,  that  it  was  impossible  for  any 
one  who  looked  into  them,  not  to  see 
that  these  motives  were  no  other  than  to 
extort  from  the  hon.  member  the  office  of 
clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Lime- 
rick, and  that  the  purity  of  parliament 
was  the  last  thin^  in  their  thoughts,  Tho 
Houpo  were  puttmgthe  hon.  member  inn 
situation  of  aischarging  what  was  due  to 
his  own  honour,  though  th^re  was  not  oo|^ 
who  heard  him  who  was  not  convinced 
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that  he  bad  to  defend  himself  against  a 
charge  j'd  which  there  was  DOt  a  portion 
of  truth.  They  would  go  to  the  inquiry 
with  a  feeling  that  there  never  was  a  case 
that  had  more  the  appearance  of  being 
completely  groundless. 

Mr.  Courtenay  thought  that  the  day 
proposed  would  be  too  early  for  bringing 
over  the  witnesses*  and  might  be  very  in- 
convenient, particularly   to  Mr.  Goold, 
who  was  of  the  king's  counsel. 

Mr.  Wynn  did  not  think  that  Mr. 
Goold  was  personally  affected  by  the 
charge.  He  would  only  be  summoned  as 
i  witness.  He  proposed  that,  the  day 
should  be  fixed  for  Monday  fortnight 
subject  to  alteration. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  he  had  a  few 
words  to  offer  in  reference  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  lord  and  an  hon. 
gentleman  on  his  side  of  the  House.  He 
was  far  from  wishing  to  weaken  the  im- 
pression made  upon  the  House  by  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  member,  and  he 
only  rose  to  say,  that  the  letters  were 
evidently  written  at  a  moment  when  the 
writer  was  in  a  state  of  great  irritation, 
and  subsequently  to  the  decision  of  the 
hon.  member.  He  also  rose  to  state,  that 
there  was  no  gentleman  at  the  Irish  bar 
who  bore  a  more  respectable  character 
than  Mr.  Goold.  His  reputation  ought 
not  to  be  affected  by  the  present  case. 
The  only  parties  were  the  petitioner  and 
the  hon.  member,  and  it  was  due  to  the 
petitioner,  that  no  imputations  should 
attach  to  him  on  account  of  the  letters  of 
his  father. 

Lord  Castlereagh  in  explanation  said, 
that  he  had  stated  it  was  evident  that 
these  letters  were  written  to  extort  from 
the  hon.  member  a  certain  office.  He 
apprehended  this  was  a  roost  important 
circumstance. '  The  office  at  the  time  was 
not  legally  granted  to  another  person, 
and  the  object  of  the  father  was,  to  extort 
It  for  his  son.  The  inference  he  thought 
pointed  very  strongly  to  a  conspiracy 
against  the  hon.  member. 

Mr«  IFynn  wished  to  know  if  the  hon. 
member  had  any  proposition  to  submit 
for  bringing  over  the  witnesses  earlier. 

Mr.  Courtenay  believed  that  an  earlier 
day  would  be  more  convenient.  He  sug- 
ffested,  therefore,  |he  appointment  of 
Monday  seVnight. 

Sir  John  Nevopori  stated,  that  the  cir- 
cuits in  Ireland  would  all  commence  be** 
;tween  the  8th  and  10th  March,  and  it 
iFOttld  be  more  Aonvenient  to  Mr.  Goold 
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to  attend  before  the  commencement  of 
the  circuit. 

Sir  N  CoUhurst  observed,  that  on  ac- 
count of  the  circuits  the  witnesses  ought 
to  be  summoned  either  for  an  early  day 
or  for  a  day  after  the  29th  of  March, 
when  they  would  be  over. 

Sir  «/.  Newport  thought,  that  unless 
Mr.  Goold  explained  what  he  knew^  jus- 
tice could  not  be  done  to  the  hon.  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  Butler  said,  that  he  was  sure  Mr. 
Goold  would  make  any  sacriBce  to  sup- 
port the  hon.  member. 

Mr.  Tiemey  did  not  perceive  that  the 
question,  if  he  rightly  understood  it, 
really  depended  upon  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Goold.  mr.  Goold  was  also  engaged  in 
extensive  business,  and  could  not  attend 
there  without  much  inconvenience  to 
himself  and  toothers.  He  knew  nothing 
of  that  gentleman ;  but  he  could  not  see 
why  he  should  pn  this  occasion  be  called 
away  from  his  business.  The  member 
who  had  spoken  last,  had  said,  that  Mr. 
Goold  would  make  any  sacrifices ;  but  why 
should  he  make  any  sacrifices  ? 

Sir  John  Newport  read  from  the  peti- 
tion the  several  parts  of  the  transaction 
at  which  Mr.  Goold  had  been  present  and 
assisting,  in  order  to  show  the  importance 
I  of  his  evidence. 

Lord  Castlereagh  again  proposed  that 
the  day  should  be  to-morrow  se'nnight. 
Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  until  he  had 
heard  the  statement  read  by  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  he  did  not  know  how  far 
Mr.  Goold  was  implicated.  He  consider- 
ed the  situation  of  that  gentleman  one  of 
peculiar  delicacy ;  he  had  acted  in  this 
mstance  as  a  professional  man,  as  the 
counsellor  and  adviser  of  Mr.  Quin.  In 
that  capacity  he  was  charged  by  the  pe- 
titioner with  an  act  which  certainly  would 
amount  to  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
the  House ;  and,  indeed,  the  charge  does 
not  stop  here — ^it  went  further,  and 
amounted  to  what  would  appear  an  act 
of  bribery.  In  that  case,  he  thought  the 
House  might  compel  the  attendance  of 
Mr.  Goold  to  answer  the  petition. 

Mr.  fVynn  conceived  that  his  attend- 
ance ought  to  be  ordered,  and  it  would 
be  for  the  House  to  exercise  their  discre- 
tion how  far  he  was  bound  to  answer  the 
questions  put  to  him.  He  regretted  that 
Mr.  Quin  had  not  returned  to  the  House 
as  he  wished  to  obtain  the  name  of  the 
writer  of  the  letters,  that  he  might  b<k 
ordered  to  attend.      lAdeedi    he  was 
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doubtful  wlielher  a  counter  charge  of 
breach  of  privilege  ought  not  to  be  pre* 
ferred  against  bim. 

'  Mr.  £•  Bourne  aaid,  he  understood  that 
the  writer  of  the  letters  was  now  within 
the  reach  of  the  House,  and  a  aummons 
ought  therefore  to  be  served  on  him  in* 
etanter, 

Mr.  Courtenay  thought  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  call  on  the  writer  of  the 
letters  as  an  offender  himself. 

Mr*  Holmei  stated  to  the  House  that 
he  had  just  seen  Mr.  Quin ;  that  he  was 
anxious  to  have  Mr.  Goold  as  a  witness, 
and  that  he  released  him  from  any  pro- 
fessional obligation  to  secrecy. 

The  mstter  of  the  complaint  was  then 
ordered  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  on  the  8th  of  March.  Mr.  S. 
Bourne  then  moved,  that  Thomns  Grady 
be  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  on  Monday  se'nnight. 

Mr.  fVynn  thought  it  might  be  advisa- 
ble that  the  writer  of  tlie  letters  should 
be  ordered  to  attend  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod. 

Mr.  Couftenay  said,  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Limerick  had  stated 
tothe  Housethe  substantive  fact  of  having 
received  letters  from  Thomas  Grady 
threatening  him  with  a  parliamentary  in- 
<|uiry,  if  he  did  not  bestow  a  certain 
office  on  his  son.  He  submitted,  that  this 
waa  a  substantive  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  the  House.  He  now  tendered  to  the 
House  the  letters  containing  the  subject 
of  this  charge  against  Grady,  and  when 
the  House  were  in  possession  of  the  let- 
ters of  Grady,  he  should  then  move  that 
he  be  summoned  forthwith  to  attend  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  to  explain  the  aaid 
letter. 

Notice  being  taken  that  Mr.  Wyndham 
Quin,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  stated 
the  contents  of  a  letter  received  by  him, 
and  signed  by  Thomas  Grady,  the  said 
letter  was  delivered  in:  and  Mr.  Quin 
having  atated  that  he  had  received  the 
aaid  letter,  it  waa  read  as  follows : 

Boulogne  Sur  Mer,  t9th  Oct. 
Sir; — As  I  have  received  no  answer  to  my 
letter,  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  C.  Smyth,  I 
presume  you  don*t  mean  to  answer  it,  but  even 
that  shall  not  divert  me  from  the  course  I 
mean  to  take  in  the  business;  underneath 
you  have  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  me  to 
A  leading  member  of  opposition,  with  whom  I 
have  been  the  last  week  in  London,  who  fur- 
nished me  with  extracts  and  precedents  from 
the  Commons  Journals,  for  the  purpose,  and  to 
whose  adviee  I  have  committed  myself;   I 


think  it  right  to  assure  you  that  I  have  not, 
and  shall  not,  communicate  upon  this  or  any 
future  step  with  Mr.  C.  Smyth,  much  less 
with  any  body  else  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Irish  Channel ;  I  deprecate  any  idea  of  a 
threat,  but  as  I  have  often  done  before  to 
your  advantage,  I  offer  you  advice;  I  advise 
you  to  restore  my  son  to  his  ofhce,  of  which 
vou  deprived  him,  by  an  appointment  for  life 
before  the  first  of  next  January,  and  by  your 
answer  to  my  letter  to  inform  me  that  you 
mean  to  take  my  advice ;  no  answer  I  shall 
consider  as  rejecting  the  advice,  and  it  will  be 
unnecessary  for  you  to  write,  if  you  determine 
upon  rejecting  it ;  your  answer,  or  your  no 
answer,  will  be  here,  or  will  not  be  here,  the 
18th  of  November,  and  to  save  you  further 
trouble,  and  me  further  delay,  I  thmk  it  rieht 
to  observe,  that  the  suggestion  of  any  micfile 
term  will  not  fall  withm  the  scope  of  my  ad- 
vice.— Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  GaAoy. 


Copy  Letter. 


To 


&C.  &C.  &C. 


■  and  here,  sir,  give  me  leave  to  add, 

that  besides  assailing  the  hydra  of  corruption 
in  the  aggrej;ate,  he  should  be  attacked  in 
detail,  by  brinpng  into  public  contempt  in- 
dividual instances  of  public  men,  who  have 
been  not  only  notoriously  corrupt  in  parlia- 
ment, but  who,  by  means  of  the  patronage 
they  obtain  fi  om  the  minister,  in  considera- 
tion of  their  corrupt  support,  carry  the  system 
into  their  respective  counties,  debauching 
and  demoralizing  the  whole  mass  of  society 
in  their  districts ;  it  is  true  the  minister  may 
throw  the  shield  of  his  majorities  over  them, 
one  after  another,  but  then  the  individuals 
will  be  exposed  aod  detected,  until  by  fre« 
quent  examples  of  the  sort,  every  moral  and 
reflecting  man  in  the  community  shall  raise 
his  voice  and  demand  a  reform. 

To  furnish  the  friends  of  their  country  in 
parliament  with  the  means  of  commencing 
the  sessions  by  such  an  exhibition,  I  shall 
liere  state  some  facts,  and  afterwards  supply 
proof  of  the  facts  I  so  state— 1  will  state  the 
case  of  a  representative  in  parliament  for  a 
southern  county  in  Ireland,  who  became  a 
member  of  the  Commons  in  laoe,  who  at- 
tached himself  with  more  than  common  dili- 
fence  to  the  opposition  until  the  year  1815, 
ut  who  then  finding  that  free  but  barren 
field  no  longer  worth  the  cultivating,  indented 
himself  to  the  proprietors  of  a  richer,  ranker, 
and  more  productive  soil ;  who,  during  the 
intervening  space  of  three  years,  has  gleaned 
firom  that  soil,  thoueh  indeed  his  hands  have 
been  sullied  by  the  baseness  of  his  drudgery, 
a  viscounty  for  his  father,  the  promise  of  an 
earldom,  the  patrunage  of  his  county,  and  the 
oflke  of  cust  roL,  to  which,  pursuant  to  tlie 
tenor  of  his  indentures,  he  ms  been  lately 
appointed  by  the  present  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland;  the  patronage  of  which  judicial 
office,  namely,  the  clerkship  of  the  peace^ 
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ftn  appoiqUmoDt  ininifterial  tq  juntiqeK  \\% 
hAaaiiiceWfo  publicly  b^wkiog^thruugh  th^ 
county,  and  ofierizif  to  sell  i^  ia  lots  by  iocl;;^ 
ofoaodle.  for  votes  i|t  tbo  nest  election  ;^  at 
the  late  de^tion  be  waa  barely  ceturoed,  hai^-i 
log  bc€B  opposed  by  a  young  gentlentan 
strongly  connected,  highly  popular  with  aa 
interest  daily  increasing,  but  vhose  most  im- 
portant registry  was  not  then  mature,  in  con- 
templation, therefore,  of  what  he  must  have 
to  encounter  at  the  next  election,  ha  finds  it 
oecessar^  to  avail  himself  of  the  patronage  of 
bis  high  ivdjcial  office,  by  prac^cea  as  profli- 
^fiUi  aa  they  are  public. 

The  offioB  of  cterk  of  the  peace,  in  his  luh 
minatyMi  (an  office  material  and  ministerial 
to  justice;  in  Ireland  pecuti«ly  so,  where  it 
involvf^  the  administratioi^  not  only  of  cri- 
minal, bal  of  civil  justice)^  be  hap  broken  up 
aad  aolda  and  offered  to  sale,  in  fractions, 
bargaining  with  avery  lot  of  office  for  a  cer- 
tain BumSer  of  freeholders,  and  this  he  has 
done  with  so  little  decency  or  discretion,  that 
a  written  article  for  that  purpose  is  at  this 
moment  in  the  hands  of  a  professional  gen- 
tleman of  the  highest  integrity,  ready  to  be 
exhibited  in  parUament,  and  proved  against 
hio\  upoit  any  order  of  the  Commons  to  that 
e0ect 

On  the  Slftt  of  September  last,  he  made  a 
piopoial  to  this  effect  to  the  professional  per- 
son above  mentioned,  in  behajf  of  that  gen- 
tUoAsa'a  client,  who  has  upwards  of  one 
huodred  registered  freeholders  on  his  estate  m 
thai  coun^j  the  prpfessiooal  gentleman, 
shocked  at  a  proposal  which  imported  the 
breaking  up  an  omce  ministerial  to  justice, 
and  •e)li|i^  a  lot  of  it  to  the  amount  of  two 
bundrf  d  poimds  a  year,  for  the  vot^s  and  coa- 
9tifotioDal  privileges  of  a  hundred  freemen, 
eiyieeted  to  th^  conditions  thus  annexed  to 
tbe  gnpt;  to  which  the  cust.  rot  replied, 
*'  that  it  was  the  onW  patronage  he  bad  in 
right  of  his  office,  and  that  he  could  not  part 
with  AB^  portiop  of  that  patronage  without  a 
fuid pro  §t$o  i**  to  prevent  mistakes,  it  was 
then  agreed,  that  the  proposal  and  the  terms 
sheukl  be  reduced  to  writing,  whidi  was  ac- 
coEdingly  done ;  the  cust.  rot.  kept  the  writ- 
ten iustmmenjt  for  several  hours,  to  revise 
•Od  cocrect  it,  tl^qn  returned  with  it  to  the  pro- 
fetsipml  fjentleman,  and  with  his  own  hands 
deJiwering  it  (having  made  some  slisht  altera- 
Ijoni  in  it  during  his  absence)  to  the  profes- 
liooal  gentleman,  declaring,  that  it  precisely 
expRMed  hU  iqt^tions  as  to  the  grant  he 
(popoasd  to  make,  and  as  to  the  considera- 
tiooa  he  iiuisted  upon  for  makine  that  gran^ 
rtqvesting  that  the  prefessienal  gentleman 
ahaiiU  k^  the  original,  and  •end  a  copy  te 
the  paitgr ;  the  party  siiecled  the  corrupt  con> 
dWena  with  indignatioOi  and  (hus  the  tran^ 
g^tioa  becuna  puMic* 

Cmcious  God  I  when  ^  where  wUl  the 
lystem  ood  P  Govemmeot  g^ves  him  patron- 

Syt  ii>  comidefation  9f  tifa»  corrupt  ai^iport  he 
▼atheqi;  be  hU»  that  patronage  (mvoW* 


mg  the  mM»ta^jr  of  ;usuc^  to  persons,  whq 
having  bought  it,  will  have  a  right  to  sell  it 
at  a  rate  of  extortion  to  the  poor  suitors  of  his 
owQ  county  court;  the  electors,  thus  bribed, 
RHiat  give  him  their  oonupt  supporS  lo  return 
him  agafai  into  parliament,  where  he  again 
eorruptly  supports  the  minister,  tbe  soocce  of 
all  this  profligacy;  the  tide  of  corruptk>n  thua 
circulatmg,  like  the  blood  in  a  state  of  wve^ 
forcibly,  but  unheakhfully,  (torn  the  heart  to 
the  extremities,  and  from  the  extremities 
back  again  to  the  heart,  inflaming  but  relax- 
ing, tumifying  but  inrecting  ever^  vein  and 
artery  in  the  political  organ  i! !  Hitherto  the 
system  worked  under  ground,  but  now  it 
Stalks  abroad,  terrific,  in  the  faur  foce  of  da^ ; 
hitherto  it  skulked  within  the  recesses  of  its 
own  pandemonium,  hut  now  it  stands  hide- 
ous, horrible,  and  revealed,  at  the  open  portals 
of  the  constitution ;  like  Death  and  Sin  at  the 
gates  of  hell ! ! !  Hitherto  it  was  conducted 
By  the  agency  of  a  third  person,  but  here  is 
the  act  committed  by  the  principal  himself^ 
invading  the  freedom  of  election,  violating 
the  high  privileges  of  the  House  of  CommonsL 
subverting  the  administration  of  justice  and 
betraying  the  government  he  support^  b^ 
furnishing  its  adversaries  v(ith  the  most 
luminous  document  of  the  system  it  acts 
upon  that  has  ever  yet  ri^en  in  judgment 
against  it. 

In  the  ver^  last  session  Tthis  very  cust.  rot. 
then  sitting  m  the  House)  lord  Archibald  Ha- 
milton preferred  a  complaint  fur  breach  of 
privilege  against  Thomas  Ferguson,  an  excise*^ 
man  of  I^narkshire,  who  had  offered  a  place 
to  an  elector  of  that  county  on  conditions  of 
bU  voting  for,  and  supporting  the  inrerc^t  pf 
lord  Pouglas;  the  whole  House  took  it  up; 
the  minister,  ashamed  of  the  charge,  avowedly 
refused  to  meet  it;  they  ordered  the  delin- 
quent to  their  bar ;  he  was  forced  to  confess 
his  own  guilt,  but  denied  all  privity  or  parti- 
cipation with  lord  Douglas;  they  committed 
him  first  to  the  custody  of  the  se^jeant  at 
arms,  and  afterwarda  to  Newnte.  4nd  if 
the  House  had  not  thus  assertedits  privilege^ 
it  would  have  been  no  longer  a  House  of 
Commons. 

But  the  guilt  of  poor  Ferguson  was  venial, 
compared  to  the  enormity  of  the  present 
transaction :  Ferguson  was  not  a  principal ; 
Ferguson  was  not  an  educated  man ;  Fergu- 
son was  not  a  member  of  that  august  House 
whose  privileges  he  thus  invaded ;  Fergiuot 
was  not  th«  son  of  a  peer,  nor  the  hereditary 
pillar  of  that  state  wnose  foundation  he  thus 
undermined ;  Ferguson  was  not  the  first  judi- 
cial magistrate  in  his  own  county,  nor  ao 
offiM  bit>ker  in  bis  own  county  court!  Fer- 
guson did  certainly  invade  the  frfedom  of 
election,  and  violate  the  high  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  ht  neither  made  hb 
office  auxiliary  to  that  purpose,  nor  subvertefl 
the  administration  of  justice.  In  short,  therp 
is  no  analogy  in  the  extenti>f  a ime,  ^tod-tberp 
e&n  be  none  in  the  ex^nt  of  punisbment. 
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HkHv  tht  prewDl  flouie  nviH  vindicate 
itself,  whether  by  expressions,  or  tddrets  to 
the  Prince  Regent  to  remove  the  eilst.  'rot. 
from  his  office,  I  shall  not  presume  to  sug* 
fest;  but  I  oled^  myself  to  have  the  charse 
brought  before  it  with  effect,  and  irresistit^y 
proved.  Tbomas  Grady. 

Commons  Journals,  1!Say  13th,  1818.  <'  Mr. 
Wynn  this  day  moved  the  House,  That  an 
humble  address  be  presented  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  preying  that  he 
would  remove  Thomas  Ferguson  from  his 
office  of  surveyor  of  customs  m  the  counW  of 
Lanark,  as  he  had  been  found  guilty  of*^  an 
act  to  subvert  the  freedom  of  eiectiun,  and 
"had  been  declared  ^ilty  by  that  House  of  a 
breac'h  of  its  high  privileges. 

But  the  majority  of  the  'Honse,  including 
toiany  ot^the  opposition,  were  of  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  inexpedient  to  carry  the  punish- 
ment forther  against  such  a  wretch  as  Fergu- 
son'; and  this  their  opinion  they  founded 
.  upon  the  three  following  just  and  e<{^oitabie 
reasons :  1st,  Because  Ferguson's  guilt  was 
not  proved  by  a  third  person,  but  unconstitu* 
tioDall^  extorted  from  his  own  confession, 
lipon  his  examination  before  the  committee ; 
Und,  B^ecause  to  carry  the  punishment  any 
further  against  such  a  wretch  as  FerMisoti, 
Vould  be  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  House, 
ivhose  more  rigorous  chastisement  should  be 
reserved  for  more  exalted  delinquents ;  and 
5rd,  Because  it  did  not  appear  that  Ferguson 
had  rendered  his  office  mstru mental  to  the 
breach  of  their  privileges. 

Now  those  reasons  By  which  Fereiison  was 
saved  from  an  address  to  remove  him  from 
Ills  office  are  conclusive  against  the  pre serit 
delinquent;  because,  first,  his  goilt  will  be 
proved  in  due  course  of  law,  and  not  extracted 
from  his  own  confession ;  second,  because  he 
is  the  very  thing  that  the  House  expected  to 
punish  in  the  case  of  Ferguson,  and  were  dis- 
appointed in  not  finding,  namely,  an  exalted 
delinquent ;  third,  because  he  nas  made  his 
office  the  source  of  his  corruptions,  and  noto- 
riously instrumental  to  the  breadi  of  their 
'privileges. 

The  prededents  on  this  point  are  notneroas 
upon  the  Journals,  I  have  extracted  a  few : 
in  1709  the  House  addroised  the  crown  to  re- 
move the  bishop  of  Worcester  from  his  office 
of  lord  almoner  for  corrupt  interference  in  an 
election,  and  he  was  removed.    In  the  same 

(ear,  and  for  the  same  offence,  the  lAayor  of 
i^inchelsea  was  taken  into  custody,  and  by 
address  was  removed  from  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor of  customs.  In  1 705,  William  Boraled, 
'ibr  theaame-ofieneey  was  teken  into  custody, 
and  by  addreas  refsoved  frdtai  the  office  of 
'ffeceiverof  cuatoms.  In  1741  the  sheriff  of 
Devon  was,  for  the  same  offence,  Uken  into 
custody,  and  by  address  removed  from  the 
office  of  receiver  general  6f  that  county.  In 
*1747Witllam'Phelan  was, 'for  the  same  of- 
iatte/'tricen  into  custody^  'and  by  addfeds  re- 


I  noved  ftwtk  the  office  of  iaspKtor«f  xustoaM. 
Such,  therefore,  is  the  **  lex  et  oonauctudo 
.narliamenti,''  and  it  will  be  for  thecutftosrotu- 
4orum,  in  tlie  present  instance,  to  plead  some 
patent  of  exemptioD  from  the  established 
usaze  of  parliament,  and  the  recognized  law 
of  tne  land ;  and  perhaps  the  Rou^  may  be 
of  opinion,  that  a  corrupt  candidate  is  not  the 
safest  depositary  in  the  world  lor  the  county 
records,  comprising  the  registry  of  its  free- 
holders, and  all  the  muniments  of  ale  repre^ 
sentation. 

Mr.  Comienay  said,  that  his  wish  noir 
was,  as  he  understood  the  writer  was 
within  reach,  that  he  should  4>e  H»]M 
instanter  to  the  bar.  Whatever  he  felt 
as  to  the  oftnce  which  the  letter  consti- 
tuted, it  was  not  his  wish  lo  take  any 
further  step  against  the  writer  at  present, 
than,  after  ascertaming  ibe  authentioifey 
of  the  letter  attributed  to  him,  to  take 
some  measores  for  securinehisaltendsnoe 
when  the  transaotion  should  be  examined. 
He  only  abstained  from  taking  any  other 
s(^,  because  if  any  steps  were  taken  to 
.punisli  this  offimce,  it  might  seem  to  in- 
•dicate  a  wish  to  obstruct  the  further  exa- 
mination of  the  breach  of  privilege  iint 
complained  of. 

The  Speaks  sMf  thatsome  care  should 
"be  ttiken  in  the  manner  of  proceeding. 
The  letter  having  been  delivered  in  by  a 
member,  and  he  havingstated  thsthe had 
received  it,  the  next  step  before  the 
supposed  writer  was  calledto  the  bar,  was, 
that  the  House  should  decide  on  the  cha- 
racter of  that  letter,  nameljr,  whether  it 
was  or  was  not  a  breach  of  its  privtleaes. 

Mr.  Courtenay  mdf  his  intention  had 
"been  merely  to  examine  Mr.  Grady  whe- 
ther he  acknowledged  having  written  the 
letter,  before  the  House  plraged  itself  to 
an  opinion  as  to  its  contents.  However, 
as  the  Speaker  had  given  a  different  opi- 
nion as  to  the  nroper  course  of  proceeding, 
he  should  witndraw  his  motion)  -for  the 
purpose  of  substituting  another. 

Sir  J.  Newport  observed,  that  as  the 
letter  in  question  was  without  address, 
before  the  House  'proceeded  to  act  on  It, 
it  was  necessary  not  only  that  they  should 
see  the  proprietybf  tlie  course,  but  that 
they  should  |)e  able  to  record  their  rea- 
sons. The  first  step  therefore  was,  in 
some  manner  to  verify  the  fiict  that  the 
letter  was  addressed  to  the  member  in 
qoestien :  they  had  then  to  declare  whe- 
ther the  letter  in  question  was  a  breach  of 
prirttege.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
not  come  to'a  d^ision  rashly ;  for  thoopfc, 
after  what  they  hadheardi  the  ioipresstOn 
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on  their  minds  wat  very  ttroog,  it  was 
desirable  that  they  should  proceed  on 
grounds  which  would  bear  to  be  recorded. 
He  hoped  that  the  whole  transaction  would 
be  cleared  up ;  but  he  trusted,  for  the 
honour  of  the  House,  as  well  as  of  the 
hon*  member,  that  they  would  take  no 
unadvised  proceeding. 

Mr.  Baihwst  believed  that  every  mem- 
ber would  aeree  with  him  in  thinking, 
that  what  haa  fallen  from  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  IJmerick  was  of  the  la^t  import- 
ance for  its  consideration.    He  could  not 
understand,   from  what  had  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  baronet,  whether  or  no  he 
meant  to  dispute  that  this  paper,   which 
was  enclosed  in  an  envelop,   and  folded 
in  the  usual  form,   could  be  considered 
as  a  letter.    But  was  it  possible  to  doubt 
either  the  nature  or  the  object  of  that 
letter,  addressed  as  it  was  to  the  county 
member  and  cudos  rotulorum  f  and  con- 
taining such  a  passage  as  this :  **  I  advise 
you  to  give  this  place  to  my  son ;"   could 
the  House  entertain  any  doubt  as  to  the 
threat  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  it? 
He   hoped,    however,    that    gentlemen 
would  not  now  enter  into  a  discus&ion  of 
any  thing  but  what  was  already  before 
them.    As  the  writer  of  the  letter  was  at 
hand,   and  immediately  amenable  to  the 
call  of  the  House,  he  trusted  this  opportu- 
nity would  not  be  let  slip  of  examining 
him  as  to  the  fact  of  having  written  it. 
It  was  evidently  addressed  to  the  hon. 
member,   in  his  capacity  of  custot  ratU' 
lorum  ;  and  he  could  not  see  what  alter- 
native they  had  but  to  come  to  a  decision 
on  that  particular  point.    It  was  clearly 
intended  to  influence  the  political  con- 
duct of  a  member  of  parliament.     He 
could  not  consider  the  passage  he  had 
referred  to  as  friendly  advice,   but  as  a 
threat;  and,   indeed,  if  it  were  not  a 
threat,  and  by  consequence  a  breach  of 
privilege,  the  matter  ought  never  to  have 
come  before  them. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  he  had  never 
thrown  out  a  doubt  that  the  letter  was 
intended  for  the  hon.  gentleman.  It  was 
in  the  light  of  a  letter  that  he  wished  the 
House  to  consider  the  paper;  but  all  he 
had  said  was«  that  it  was  not,  in  point  of 
factt  properly  addressed  to  any  one.  He 
again  expressed  his  hope,  that  the  House 
would  not  aifoceed  hastily  before  it  pro- 
ceeded further  in  tlie  business. 

Mr.  Baihmrsi  understood  the  ri^hthoo. 
barooet  to  entertain  in  his  own  mind,  a 
doubt  a«  to  the  destination  of  the  ieUer. 
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The  hon.  member  who  had  produced  it 
to  the  House,  had  stated  that  he  had  re* 
ceived  it.  He  would  therefore  ask  any 
one,  if  this  did  not  of  consequence  prove 
that  it  was  meant  for  him  i  The  context 
proved  the  same  thing,  and  its  whole 
tenor  went  to  operate  upon  that  hon. 
gentleman's  feelings. 

Lord  CasiUreagk  considered  this  letter, 
of  itself,  but  particularly  as  connected 
with  the  circumstances  before  the  House, 
to  contain  sufficient  evidence  of  its  dcsti« 
nation.  It  was  laid  on  the  table  by  an 
hon.  member,  and  declared  to  have  been 
delivered  to  him.  It  was,  he  thought,  a 
threatening  letter,  intended  to  influence 
his  conduct  as  a  member.  The  first  step 
tobe^taken,  therefore,  was,  to  ascertain 
its  precise  character.  Nan  constat  that  ijt 
was  written  by  Mr.  Grady,  but  the  fair 
presumption  was,  that  he  was  the  writer. 
He  should  imagine  that  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  have  him  before  the  House. 
If,  indeed,  it  was  not  clearly  a  question 
of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  that  House, 
there  could  be  no  necessity  for  it  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Qttf  ji  trusted,  that  the  House  would 
do  justice  to  his  motives  in  having  brought 
this  subject  to  their  notice.  It  was  the 
farthest  from  his  wish,  and  most  foreign 
to  his  intentions,  to  adopt  any  course 
which  should  be  the  means  of  that  House 
visiting  any  individual  with  censure  or 
with  punishment ;  all  that  he  wished  was 
to  perform  that  duty  which  he  considered 
to  be  incumbent  upon  him. 

Mr.  JVi^nn  thought  the  chain  of  evidence 
in  this  case  was  clear  and  connected ;  and 
he  viewed  it,  more  particularly  after  what 
had  fallen  from  the  lion,  gentleman  oppo- 
site, as  a  high  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
that  House  [cries  of  Move,  movelj  It 
was  evidently  a  threatening  letter,  and  he 
therefore  should  move  *<  That  the  writing 
and  sending  of  the  said  letter  to  the  hon. 
Windham  Quin,  a  member  of  the  House, 
is  a  high  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House.'* 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  as  all  such 
questions  were  of  paramount  delicacy,  it 
appeared  peculiarlv  necessary  tliat  no 
misstatement  should  go  forth,  as  to  the 
grounds  on  which  the  House  came  to  a 
decision-— and  hia  reason  for  particularly 
wiahing  those  grounds  to  be  clearly  anid 
particularly  stated  was,  because  he  did  not 
Snd  any  threat  held  out  against  the  hon* 
member  in  his  present  capacitv.  There 
was  atill,  in  his  opinioBi  one  of  the  grea* 
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iMt  breaches  oi  pariitmentarjr  prifilege 
dnt  ever  came  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Houte  of  ComnKMi^,  compriged  in  thii 
charge.  It  was  of  no  consequence  whether 
Che  hon.  gentleman  irere  a  member  of  this 
House  or  not—thegrAvammof  the  charge 
was,  that  the  power  of  parliament  would  be 
exerted  to  indace  a  gentleman  to  do  a  par- 
ticularact.  It  was  a  two-fold  breach  of  par- 
liamentary privilege.  In  the  first  place, 
dwre  was  a  threat,  that  the  great  consti- 
tutional power  of  petitioning  parliament 
would  be  prostituted  to  the  base  end, 
that  of  compelling  a  gentleman  to  do  an 
act,  which  he  conceived  to  be  iikiproper — 
and,  with  respect  to  this  part,  it  mattered 
tet,  as  he  had  befons  said,  whether  the 
individual  to  whom  this  threat  applied  was 
OT  waa  not  a  member  of  parliament.  In 
the  second  place,  there  was  a  breach  of 
^ivSIege  (though  of  late  years  It  had  not 
been  much  insisted  on),  that  of  libelling  a 
member  ofparliament,  in  his  situation  as 
■lember.  There  was  this,  besides,  to  be 
observed,'thatby  sending  this  letter  to  the 
hofi.  gentleman,  the  writer  bad  committed 
one  act  of  pubKoation,  and,  by  having 
w^eviooslr  shown  that  letter  to  another 
indiTidnaj,  he  was  guilty  of  a  second*— 
each  of  which  was  a  breach  of  the  privile- 
fea  of  parliament.  On  all  these  grounds, 
he  fdt  that  this  was  clearly  a  breach  of 
she  privileges  of  the  House,  and  he  had 
conceived  it  necessary,  for  his  own-  satis-' 
todoD,  to  staler  what  were  his  views  on 
tbesabjecii 

The  teselulioii  waa  agreed  to  nem.  con. 
Mr.  Coortenay  then  noved«  <•  That  Tho- 
Orady  do  attend*  this  House  forth- 


.  Mr.  Thomas  Gfidy^  being  called  to  the 
bar,  and  the  letter  being  shown  to  hhn  he 
trai  aaked,  •«  If  the  said  letter  was  in  hie 
Imad-wriijog  ?"  to  which  he  replied, 
«^  that  his  eye-sig)f  t  hid  been  verf  defibc- 
thre  for  the  last  fifteen  years^  and  that  by 
wmiMt  li^  he  could  not  form  an  opinion 
wlmtherthe  said  letter  #as  or  waa  not  in 
hia  band-wrMng ;  aad  he  could  not 
aay  «4iether  be  wrsne  thto  letter  or  not.'' 

He  waa  ordered  to  wftfiAraw. 

Mr.  Asafa^-thea  ebserved,  that  as  the 
WiOfesB  had  professed  thttt  he  was  unable 
•rread  by  candhi  tight,  the  House  would 
parhapa  indulge  bimr  by  havhig  the  letter 
read  to  him.  It  appeared  that  he  had 
heard  the  lettei^  read  before,  but  of  this 
Aai  Hoose  could  take'  «o  Mttce. 
*  Mr.  Mmtikt  of  Gidway,  said,  that  Oie 
foiaa  wm^  to  ideatift  whether  that  letfet 
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was  the  writing  of  Mr.  Gradv  or  not. 
Now,  as  Mr.  Grady  had  said,  that  he 
could  not,  by  candle-light,  speak  to  that 
point,  he  could  not  see  now  the  reading 
of  it  would  enable  him  to  give  a  decisive 
answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Grady  being  again  called  in,  the 
House  directed  the  letter  should  be  read 
to  him ;  and  the  said  letter  was  read  ac- 
cordingly. And  Mr.  Grady  being  asked, 
'«  whether  he  recollected  writing  such 
letter?*'  he  replied,  *<  Uiat  when  he  read 
the  letter  containing  the  proposal  ot  Mr. 
Wvndham  Quin  to  his  son,  he  was  much 
agitated,  and  conceived  it  to  be  in  the 
highest  degree  corrupt ;  that  under  this 
impression,  he  wrote  twenty  or  thirty,  or 
perhaps  forty  sheets  on  the  subject ;  not 
one  of  which  he  published.  He  wrote 
something  as  long  as  the  letter,  and 
of  that  nature,  but  cannot  say  he  wrote 
that."  And  being  then  asked,  **  whether 
he  sent  the  letter,  or  any  of  those  sheets, 
to  Mr.  Wyndham  Quin  V*  he  replied, 
**  that  he  did  not  recollect  any  thing  of 
that  sort  in  the  shape  of  a  letter;  what 
he  wrote  did  not  go  out  of  his  own 
bureau ;  he  wrote  much  of  that  character, 
but  speculative  rather  than  as  a  letter; 
he  did  not  send  the  letter  to  Mr.  Wyod* 
ham  Quin-;  he  wrote  under  agitation,  in 
the  nature  of  essays,  not  any  letters.** 
And  then  he  was  directed  to  withdi^w. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  as  the  castf 
now  stood,  Mr.  urady  dented,  in  effect, 
any  acquaintance  with  the  letter  before 
the  House.  He  had  admitted  that  he  had 
written  much  of  a  speculative  nature  on 
that  subject ;  he  had  not  denied,  abso- 
lutely the  character  of  the  writing,  but  he 
had  declared  his  inability  to  read  it  by' 
candle-light.  It  appeared  to  the  nobltf 
lord,  therefore,  that  the  proper  course 
would  be,  as  this  was  a  case  of  breach  of 
privilege  to  detain  Mr.  Grady  in  custody 
till  he  could  read  by  a  more  favointdmr 
light  than  the  House  at  present  afforded. 

Mr.  Brougham  begged  to  remhid  thtf 
House,  that  they  were  not  obliged  to  look 
to  the  answers  of  Mr.  Gradr  alone  for 
evidence,  provided  they  couui  elidt  it 
from  other  sources. 

Then  Mr.  Quin,  being  ezammedin  hiy 
place,  said,  •<  that  he  has  known  the  hand- 
wrifiog  of  the  said  Mr.  Grady  f6r  upwards 
of  15  years ;  and  he  is  sure  that  the  lettef 
produced  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  thcT 
said  Mr.  Grady."  And  being  asked, 
«  whether  he  had  the  cover  of  the  letter 
in  his^possession?'*    He  said,  ^*  he  bad 
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not,  because  on  the  receipl  of  the  leiteri 
finding,  when  he  opened  it,  that  there  was 
not  any  writing  in  the  inside  of  the  cover, 
be  threw  the  cover  under  the  grate ;  but 
that,  if  it  was  pieant  to  ask  him  if  the 
hand-writing  of  the  direction  of  the  cover 
was  Mr.  Grady's  he  could,  without  hesi- 
tation, take  upon  himself  to  say  that  it 
was," 

Mr*  fVi/nn  then  moved  a  resolution^ 
that  Thomas  Grady,  by  writing  and  send- 
ing the  letter  in  question,  had  been  guilty 
of  a  high  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House. 

The  Speaker  suggested  that  the  resolu- 
tion ought  to  be  divided  into  two  parts ; 
first,  a  resolution  that  Thomas  Grady  did 
write  and  send  the  letter ;  and  next,  that 
by  writing  and  sending  it,  he  had  been 
guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
the  House. 

The  question  on  the  first  resolution, 
**  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that  the 
said  Thomas  Grady  did  write  and  send 
the  said  letter  to  the  hon.  Wyndham 
Quin,  a  member  of  this  House,''  being 
put, 

Mr.  Brougham  wished  to  atate  the 
grounds  on  which  he  should  vote  in  the 
idfirmative.  It  was  true,  the  witness  had 
said  that  he  had  never  written  such  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Quin,  although  he  had  writ- 
ten some  matter  in  the  form  of  essays 
upon  the  subject;  and  it  also  appeared 
from  his  testimony,  that  he  had  never 
sent  such  a  letter  to  the  hon.  member. 
On  the  other  side,  it  was  stated  by  the 
hon.  gentleman,  who  was  not  to  be  looked 
at  at  all  as  a  party  to  this  proceeding, 
that  it  was  the  hand-writing  orMr,  Grady, 
and  that  he  had  known  it  for  15  years ; 
the  cover  enclosing  it  was  in  the  satne 
band-writing,  and  it  had  been  sent  to  him 
by  the  post.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore, 
he  thought  that  there  was  no  reasonable 
doubt  about  the  matt^r^  and  that  the  case 
was  as  clearly  made  out  as  was  necessaiy ;. 
the  inevitable  presumption  was,  that  Mr. 
Grfidy  had  sent  the  letter,  although  he 
had  not  made  any  such  acknowledgment. 
He  said  that  Mr.  Quin  was  no  party  to 
this  question,  because  the  letter  before, 
the  House  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
truth  or  falsehood  of  the  maio^harge 
contained  in  the  petition.  The  story  was 
certainly  most  improbable,  and  it  had  re- 
ceived the  most  durect  and  ample  contra- 
diction ;  but  still  it  might  be  all  well  found* 
^d,and  still  the  same  reason  would  exist  for 
proceoding  aowjagainit  Mr,  Grady.  Two 
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breaches  of  privilege  had  m  fact  been 
committed,  but  one  was  almost  of  every 
dav  occurrence-^too  firequent  t»  be  pro- 
vided against. 

Mr.  Courtenay  said,  that  no  juvy  io 
England    could  hesitate   to  find  a  man 

Suuty  of  sending  a  libel  upon  such  evi- 
ence;  the  testimony  of  Thomas  Grady 
was  of  no  consequence,  for  a  more 
shameless  prevarication  had  never  been 
witnessed-  He  was  glad  that  it  would  not 
be  necessary  on  a  future  day  that  he 
should  be  called  before  the  House,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  rely  upon  one  syl- 
lable he  uttered. 

Mr.  Wynn  observed,  that  if  any  gen* 
tleman  entertained  a  doubt  that  toe  first 
letter  was  sent,  it  would  be  as  well  to  as- 
certain whether  the  second  letter  was  re- 
ceived to  which  the  first  alluded. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  remarked,  that 
although  it  appeared  that  the  letter  com^ 
plained  of  was  the  writing  of  Mr.  Grady» 
there  was  no  proof  that  it  was .  sent  or 
caused  to  be  sent  by  him  to  Mr.  Quin. 

Mr.  Batkursi  observed,  that  if  a  letter 
proved  to  have  been  written  by  any  indi- 
vidual, was  received  by  the  individual  to 
whom  it  was  addressed,  it  was  in  law  con* 
eluded  that  such  letter  was  sent  by  the 
writer,  and  in  this  instance  it  was  proved 
that  not  only  the  letter  itself,  but  the  en- 
velope was  the  hand-writing  of  Thomaa 
Grady. 

Tlie  Resolution  was  agreed  to;  as  waa 
also  the  following:  *<  That  Thomas  Grady« 
on  having  written  and  sent  the  said  letter, 
is  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  the  privilegea 
of  this  House.'*  .  It  was  then  orderad, 
•<  .That  the  said  Thomas  Grady  be,  for 
bis  said  offenccp  committed  to  Newgate ; 
and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  war« 
rants  aocordin^y."  On  the  motion  of  sir 
Robert,  Wilson,  a  variety  of  witnessea 
were  ordered  to  attend  the  House  on  the- 
8th  of  March. 

Mr.  Alderman  ^oo^  observed^  that  aa 
it  was  desirable  to  furnish  the  House  and 
the  country  with  every  possible  inforouU 
tion.  with  respect  to  the  case  of  Mr.  QuiB,. 
in  order  to  fprm  a  correct  Judgment  upon 
the  subject,  he  fdt  it  bit  duty  to  move, 
that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Grady,  Ingether 
with  every  other  doctmient  or  statement 
laid  before  Uie  House  respecting  the  tiana-^ 
action,  should  be  printed. 

lifr.  Wynn  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
adoptmg  this  motion,  as  tbe  letter  and 
statements  alluded  to  woidd  appear  in  ^ 
minutes  wllich  were  printed  for  theinfiNrn^ . 
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ttkm  of  the  meiiibers  of  the  House,  and 
not  for  Cliat  of  the  public,  ai  the  worthy 
/    iMerman  appeared  to  think. 

Mr.  Alderman  fVood  repeated  hit  opi- 
nton,  that  the  proposition  which  he  had 
•ttbmitted  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Moore  concurred  in  this  opinion, 
feiMtog  it  to  be  just  and  necessary,  that 
vpon  a  question,  in  which  the  character 
and  liberty  of  a  iellow*subJect,  as  well  as 
the  privileges  of  that  House  were  con- 
cerned, the  fullest  and  most  accurate  in- 
fbrmatioB  should  be  addnced. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  letter 
alluded  to  would  appear  in  the  votes, 
which  were  printed  for  the  information  of 
the  members,  hot  he  fblt  it  right  to  apprize 
the  House,  that  as  there  was  no  short-hand 
writ^  present  at  the  time  the  prisoner 
was  examined  at  the  bar,  the  substance  of 
his  answers  only,  as  thej  were  taken  by 
the  clerk,  would  appear  in  the  votes,  bxA 
Bot  the  questionsand  answers^  as  they  were 
pot  in  the  regular  wa^. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  he  had  not  joined 
in  the  vote  of  commitment.  He  thought 
the  proceeding  unusual  if  not  extraordi* 
Baryand  severe:  at  least  the  House  had 
proceeded  with  some  precipitation,  and  it 
night  hsve  been  better,  perhaps,  for  the 
dignity  of  its  own  proceedings,  if  it  had 
lestrained  itself  from  sendinff  an  onfortu- 
Bato  individual  to  prison,  untu  the  impres- 
aion  produced  by  the  statement  or  the 
hen.  mend>er  had  in  some  degree  sub- 
aided.  He  was  very  anxious  that  the 
oountry  should  not  lose  any  part  of  the 
evidence  given  at  the  bar,  and  tending  to 
justify  the  commitmenti 
•  Mr.  Alderman  Wood  added,  that  he 
had  not  joined  in  the  vote,  because  he 
'  really  was  not  fully  possessed  of  the  facts, 
Bot  having  enteiM  the  House  ui»til  late. 
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State  ov  Pniaowaw^  Lord  Sidmouih 
rose  to  call  their  lordships  attention  to  the 
papers  which  he  had,  in  obedience  to  the 
coonnanda  of  the  Prince  Regent,  laid  on 
the  table,  in  pursuance  of  the  address 
Bwved  by  the  noble  marouia  opposite  for 
the  returns  of  the  State  or  Prisons  and  Pe- 
nitentiary houses.  He  had  the  satisfaction 
of  atnting  that  the  manner  in  which  these 
nstuma  appeared  to  bo  made,  was  calcu- 
lated to  remove  the  apprehension  which 
the  noble  marquis  had  entertained,  of  some 
inaccuracy  in  diawiag  them  up.    Prom 
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the  examination  he  himself  had  given  the 
returns,  he  did  not  think  that  there  could 
be  any  material  imperfection  in  them. 
Every  pains  had  certainly  been  taken  to 
produce  accuracy.  Letters  had  been' 
written  to  all  the  sheriiii  of  counties,  re- 
quiring returns  of  the  state  of  all  the 
gads  under  their  superintendence.  All 
the  clerks  of  the  peace  had  also  been  dP 
rected  to  make  similar  returns  of  the  pri- 
sons under  their  control  or  management. 
Similar  directions  had  been  sent  to  the  ma« 
gistrates  of  cities;  and  he  was  ha^py  to 
state,  that  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the 
directions  given  had  been  correctly  com- 
plied with  in  the  returns.  If  any  defici- 
ency should  appear,  he  should  be  happy 
to  see  it  pointed  out ;  and  assured  their 
lordships,  that  he  would  use  every  endea- 
vour to  have  it  corrected  without  delay. 
From  England  and  Wales,  the  returns 
were  nearly  complete,  as  well  as  tboso 
from  Scotland ;  but  some  were  still  want* 
ing  from  Ireland.  Upon  the  whole,  aboot 
five-sixths  of  the  returns  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  he  regarded  them  as  in  a  state 
of  sufficient  completeness  to  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  their  lordships'  House. 
With  respect  to  the  number  of  persons 
committed,  convicted,  and  executed, 
their  lordships  were  now  accurately  in- 
formed, by  returns  regularly  made  for  the 
whole  country,  from  1S05,  when  the 
regulation  commenced,  down  to  the  last 
year.  There  was  also  a  return  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex  and  the  city  of  Lon* 
don,  of  the  convictions  and  executions, 
from  1749  to  1818.  It  was  with  great 
satisfaction  he  could  state,  on  the  author- 
ity of  these  returns,  that  there  had  been 
a  decrease  of  crimes  during  the  last  year« 
The  diminution,  it  was  true,  was  not  con- 
siderable, but  still  it  was  gratifying  to  ob- 
serve. It  was  farther  gratifying  to  ob- 
serve, that  a  decrease  had  taken  place  In 
Middlesex  and  London*  In  the  county 
of  Middlesex  it  appeared  that  the  diminu- 
tion had  been  proportionally  greater  than 
in  any  other  county,  Rutland  and  Gle^ 
morgan  excepted.  Some  persons  had 
been  of  opinion,  that  the  state ^of  the  pri- 
sons was  the  principal  cause  of  the  increase 
of  crimes  during  late  years:  others  had 
attributed  that  increase  to  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  country  was  placed. 
The  first  proposition,  he  believed  could 
only  be  maintained  by  those  who  had  paid 
no  attention  to  the  many  acts  of  the 
legislature  which  had  been  passed  for  the 
regulation  and  management  of  prisons, 
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and  to  the  many  other  obvious  cauies 
^  the  iocreaae  of  crimeSy  besides  that  on 
which  they  had  fixed.  •  It  was  indeed, 
too    much    to   sav>    that  the    increase 
of  crimes  was  chiefly  to  be  imputed  to  the 
state  of  the  prisons.    He  had  little  hesi- 
tation in  asserting,  that  had  every  prison 
in  the  kingdom  been  in  that  state  which 
the  most  benevolent  person  could  have 
wished,  still  the  circumstances  in  which 
the  country  had  been  placed  would  have 
increased  them.    The  pressure  of  the  ne- 
cessary burthens  whicn  the  country  had 
sustained,  the  deficiency  in  the  demand 
for  labour,  the  number  of  individuals  dis- 
charged from  the  army  and  navy,  and  all 
tlie  other  circumstances  of  derangement 
into  which  the  country  had  been  placed 
by  the  sudden  chance  from  war  to  peace, 
formed  a  variety  of  causes  which  could 
|)0t  fail  to  induce  a  tendency  to  crimes, 
even  if  the  gaols  had  been  in  the  best 
possible  state  wi.th  respject  to  the  means 
of  classification  and  labour.     To  look  at 
the  state  of  the  gaols  as  the  only  cause  of 
the  evil  which  their  lordships  had  to  con- 
sider, would  be  taking  a  very  imperfect 
view  of  the  subject,  and  one  which  would 
be  likely  to  lead  to  a  very  incomplete 
remedy.    Even  if  the  best  plans  had  been 
devised  for  the  classification  of  prisoners, 
the  crowded  state  of  the  gaols,  which  the 
increase  of  crimes  bad  occasioned,  would 
have  rendered  the  proper  execution  of 
those  plans  impracticable.     To  find  an 
adequate  remedy  for  the  evil,  their  lord- 
ahips  must  revert  to  the  real  causes  of 
that  enormous  increase  of  crimes  which 
tad  so  justly  attracted   their  attention. 
They  must  apply  their  minds  to  discover 
the  means  of  removing  those  causes,  and 
9f  effectually   diminishing   crimes,   and 
^bove  all  that  roaster  crime  which,  year 
after  year,  swelled  the  melancholy  cata- 
logue laid  before  parliament.    The  state 
of  the  criminal  law,  as  it  respected  pu- 
nishments, would  also  demand  their  lord- 
ships' attention.    By  some  that  law  was 
held  out  as  a  sanguinary  code.    Others 
bad  conceived  that  lenity  in  enforcing  it 
was  a  great  cause  of  the  evil  under  which 
the  country  laboured.    As  to  the  suppo- 
aition,  that  the  execution  of  the  laws  had 
Ixccodoe  more  sanguinary,  he  conceived 
that  it  was  completely  contradicted  bv 
the  returns  on  tne  table.    It  appeared, 
from  the  returns  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex and  London  which  commenced  in 
the  year  17^9,  down  to  the  year  1805, 
when  the  regular  returns  begani  that  the 
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annual  average  number  of  eonvlcdona  waa 
62,  and  of  executions  46.     Ftiooi  the 
latter   period  to  the  present  tiase  thft 
average  number  of  convictions,  was  107, 
and  of  executions  onl^  19*  This  statepMoa 
certainly  did  not  exhibit  any  thing  like  a 
sanguinary  character  in  th^  execution  of 
the  laws.    It  might  indeed  foe  a  question, 
whether  in  some  instances  they  had  net 
been  admiuistered  with  too  much  lei|i« 
ency.    On  this  part  of  ^be  question,  be 
could  not  help  observing,  that  one  meana 
of  remedying  the  evil  of  the  increase  of 
crimes  would  be  to  lake  care  that  the  pu- 
nishments short  of  death  w^re  strictly  en- 
forced.     He  was  sorry  to  say,  that  in 
consequence    of     unavoidable    pircunH 
stances,  the  punishment  of  cransportatioo 
had   lost  many   of  its  salutary  terrors* 
The  number  of  persons  liable  to  traospori' 
tatjon  bad  so  greatly  increased  within  the  * 
last  seven  years,  that  when  they  arrived 
at  the  place  of  their  destination,  it  waa 
difficult  to  find  the  means  of  olaasifyisig 
or  properly  disposing  of  them.     In  the 
hulks,  however,  a  daMifioation  had  taken 
place,  religious  instruction  was  adminis^ 
tered,  and  constant  and  regular  labour 
performed.    A  regulation  bad  also,  witliia 
the  last  three  years  been  adopted,  which 
had  proved  of  the  greatest  advantage^ 
with  reference  to  the  behaviour  of  Che 
convicts.    It  bad  been  thought  proper  te 
discharge  those  who  behaved  in  an  ex- 
emplary manner,  upon  certificates  to  thai 
efiect.    The  instances  were  fevr  in  whicb 
the  persons  so  recommended   were  not 
pardoned,  and  be  was  happy  to  say,  Ihal 
the  instances  were  also  few  in  which  the 
persons  who  bad  experienced  that  favour 
were  found  to  return  to  their  former  situa« 
tion.    He  should  not  enter  into  the  ques-r 
tion  of  the  propriety  of  confining  convida 
in  hulks.    That  system  had  been  resorted 
to  on  the  loss  of  omr  Anieri<W  polonies ; 
and  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong  origi- 
nally, it  was  certain  that  it  was  now  greatly 
improved :  this,  the  returns  on  their  lord!- 
ships  table  would  show.    There  was  mMh 
ther  branch  of  the  aubjeet— ImprisonneDt 
in  gaols  for  o&nces;  which,  froas  tberov 
ports  of  the  magisUates  in  differaot  parts 
of  the  country,  had  oe&sed  to  aoawer  the 
great  purpose   of  puatshmeBt,  naosely, 
the  prevention  of  cdmes*     These  who 
attributed  the  iocreeae  of  crioa^  to  the 
state  of  the  prisons  wete  nenarally  of 
opinion,  that  the  object  of  makii^  imi 
prisenment  efeotual  in  this  s espeot,  would 
be  attained  bye  refinnairf  Abe  ^eli#   ll 
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cAttioljr  oiig^t  to  be  thsir  lordtUps  aim 
lo  RMike  aucb  regulatioas,  that  those  who 
•ptered  a  gaol  migbi  not  becosie  more 
corrupt  tbim  before;  bul*  on  the  ooo- 
trar  j9  thai  they  should  leave  it  improf  ed 
in  their  habits  aad  morals.  He  enistt 
however,  at  the  same  tiaie  cpetendi  that 
eomfort  aod  dassificaiioti  were  not  the 
aole  objeots  to  which  tl^ir  lordships  ought 
to  look.  ImprisoDflMDt,  to  produce  any 
good  elect,  most  preserve  a  peoal  oha* 
meter.  If  a  peraon  who  bad  been  guAltj 
of  aa  oftnce  left  his  priaon  with  his  OEund 
Improved,  it  was  right  that  he  should  also 
carvy  with  him  a  painful  recollection  of 
the  puBishment  to  which  he  had  rendered 
himself  liaUe.  It  was  not  fit  that  ha 
abould  have  to  sive  to  his  neighbours* 
end  those  with  whom  he  migbt  afterwards 
associate,  such  an  account  oi  the  situation 
in  which  he  had  been  placed,  as  would 
diminish  the  salutary  terror  of  the  pu* 
nishmeot  of  imprisonment  While  look* 
ing  lo  the  communication  pf  rehsious  in- 
struction, and  the  improvement  of  morakt 
their  lordships  would  always  bear  in  mind 
that  prisons  ought  to*  be  mstrumeots  of 
punisliment.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
ihat  much  might  not  be  dene  by  a  good 
aystem  of  ptisoo discipline,  and  that  due  at** 
lention  ought  not  to  he  directed  to  that  im- 
portant object;  but  it  wonld  be  found 
chat  there  weae  many  local  prisons,  the 
abuses  of  whtdi  depended  on  circum* 
etances  which  could  not  be  corrected 
without  great  bboor  and  eapease.  He 
wished  to  go  into  the  taquirjr  with  a  full 
Doovictton  of  rendering  the  investigation 
Msefttl.  On  that  grouiiid  he  wished  to  call 
their  lordriiips  attentioa  to  the  real  causes 
of  the  increase  of  crimes.  The  informal 
s«pa  laid  on  the  taUe  must  fom>  the  basis 
l»f  the  inquiry.  The  evil  was  one  which 
cdJed  upon  their  lordships  to  applj^  their 
utmost  labours  to  remove.  We  might  be 
a  gneat,  a  rich,  and  a  powerful  nation  s 
hut  how  could  we  expect  these  blessiags 
So  continue,  if  we  did  net  remove  those 
Mouses  of  crimes  which  were  calculated  fee 
wodermine  our  greatness.  However  high 
me  might  bold  our  heads,  we  ought  never 
to  forget  that  the  only  true  foundation  of 
national  prosperity  was»  a  religious  and 
moral  people.  Under  Uiese  impressions 
ha  aheuld  movci  ^  That  a  seleet  com- 
muttee  be  appointed  to  consider  of  the 
fiapem  presented  eo  the  i9lh  and  Sard  of 
ahe  present  month,  relative  to  the  state 
#f  the  gaols,  prisons,  and  penitentiary 
fcoiasas  ia  ^  Uaited  Kiogdeia.'' 


The  Marquis  of  Zaasabswie  said,  he  faaA 
heard  the  speech  of  the  noble  -riaraanl 
with  great  aatisQictian,  and  was  glad  ha 
had  taken  up  the  sobjeet.  It  waa  wMi 
much  satisfaclaon  be  found,  that  the  ohr 
ject  which  be  had  in  view,  when  he  fiial 
addressed  their  lordabips  on  the  aub|jeet» 
came  now  tecommended  to  them  by 
greater  authority*  He  must,  howwvart 
observe,  that  tfaie  jsature  of  die  inquii^ 
proposed  hj  the  noble  viscount  gtealljr 
exceeded,  m  magnitude  and  extent,  thai 
which  be  meant  to  propose.  The  nM& 
viscount's  motion  referred  all  the  papesa 
on  the  table,  relatmg  not  merely  to  pri« 
sons,  but  to  the  increase  of  crimes,  to 
the  committee.  In  one.  limited  sense  diia 
Utter  part  of  the  inquiry  would  be  of  ad* 
vantage,  in  enabling  their  lordships  to 
ascertain  how  iar  the  state  of  the  piiseaa 
was  adequate  to  tlie  increase  of  offencea  i 
but  to  ffo  into  all  the  causes  of  orhnas^ 
would  be  an  inquiry  of  too  favge  a  de<« 
seriptioo  to  lead  to  any  speedy  or  nrae* 
tical  result.  The  aoUe  viscount  baa  ad« 
verted  to  persons  who,  be  said,  auppoaai 
that  the  state  of  prisons  was  the  onlj 
cause  ot  the  increase  of  crimes.  Who 
those  persons  were,  he  was  at  a  has  la 
know.  The  only  opinion  he  had  evav 
heard  held  on  the  subject  was,  not  thai 
the  state  of  prisons  was  the  only  causey 
but  that  it  was  a  great  aoeessonr  and  ac« 
celerating  cause  of  this  evil.  It  waa  he* 
cause  the  othar  causes  ivquured  too  deep 
a  consideration  tliat  he  objected  to  goiaw 
into  that  part  of  the  inouiry.  It  wonU 
be  better  were  thdr  loroships  to  coafioa 
Ihemselyes  to  a  cause  which  they  cool4 
reasonably  hope  to  rensove.  Unless  the 
coflsmittee received  afar  larger  instrne* 
tion  than  appeared  in  the  reference  of  tha 
noble  viscount,  it  wouU  be  impossible 
lor  them  to  investigate  ail  the  causes  af 
the  increase  of  crimes ;.  and  if  they  did 
obtain  sufficient  auth«rity,  the  inquiry 
would  be  too  tedious  to  produce  that 
prompt  remedy  which  the  case  required^ 
and  which,  by  eonfitiing  their  inquiry, 
they  might  speedily  apply.  If  thinr  were 
to^  go  info  the  ooesioeration  of  Che  cfi- 
minal  law,  there  were  about  aeven 
hundred  and  fifty  acts  which  they  would 
haaete  examine.  They  would  have  t* 
intpiire  how  far  these  kws  were  consistent 
with  their  object ;  how  far  many  of  theas 
were  ineonsistent  with  each  other;  and 
how  &r  they  might  he  found  oapable  of 
carrying  mvtk  them  the  fealiags  and  epi« 
ajoa  of  the  pubUc     They  woaid  }iave  to 
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^Dter  into  speculitions  on  the  effect  of  the 
criminal  laws,  which  had  engaged  the  at- 
tention  of  the  ablest  authors  and  the 
greatest  legislatore.  How  far  it  was  ad- 
visable for  a  committee  on  the  state  of 
prisons  to  take  up  this  wide,  but  cer- 
tainly not  unimportant  inquiry,  be  left  for 
their  lordships  consideration.  He  con- 
fbssed,  for  his  own  part>  that  if  their  in- 
quiry was  persisted  in,  he  must  go  into 
ttie  committee  with  little  more  than  the 
hope  of  obtaining,  in  some  few  respects, 
a  more  uniform  rule  than  at  present  ex- 
isted for  the  management  of  prisons.  It 
was  possible  that  the  committee  might  be 
the  means  of  establishing  an  equal  and 
Impartial  rule  of  imprisonment.  He  did 
not  say  this  from  a  feeling  that  any  in- 
tentional partiality  was  at  present  mani- 
fested. The  sentences  of  the  judges 
night  be  in  all  similar  cases  the  same, 
and  the  intention  of  the  magistrates  to  see 
them  strictly  executed  most  sincere ;  yet) 
from  the  nature  of  local  jurisdictions,  it 
was  impossible  but  that  the  most  glaring 
inequalities  would  take  place  in  the  pii- 
Bishment  of  imprisonment*  Another  im- 
portant object  which  he  thought  might 
be  accomplished,  was  the  laying  down  a 
distinct  rule  respecting  the  treatment  of 
prisoners  before  and  after  conviction. 
jChe  noble  viteount  had  told  their  lord- 
ships, that  in  any  regulations  for  the  go- 
vernment of  gaols  they  ought  not  to  lose 
sight  of  the  penal  character  of  imprison- 
ment; but  It  surely  must  be  the  greatest 
injustice  when  that  penal  character  was 
allowed  to  commence  before  conviction. 
There  ought,  therefore,  to  be  one  system 
of  imprisonment  for  persons  charged  with 
•{fences,  and  another  for  those  found 
guilty ;  and  the  latter  should  besides  be 
made  subject  t(f  some  regular  plan  of 
classifiation.  Another  advantage  which 
might  be  hoped  for  from  the  committee, 
if  its  labours  were  confined  to  really  practi- 
cable objects,  would  be  the  compelling 
gaols  of  local  jurisdiction  to  adopt  the 
general  prison  discipline,  or,  where  that 
could  not  be  done,  to  transfer  their  pri- 
soners to  the  nearest  county  ^aol.  Lastly, 
to  devise  the  means  of  bringing  the  state 
•f  the  prisons  annually  before  parliament 
and  the  country,  might  be  found  an  ob- 
ject worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee. Above  all,  it  might  be  found 
practicable  to  efect  the  establishment  of 
some  ffeneral  system  of  labour,  which 
might  be  made  ttie  means  of  supporting 
the  expense  of  the  gaol^  af  well  «•  of 
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reformmg  the  prisoners.  To  show  the 
beneficial  effects  of  a  system  of  proper 
claisificatton  and  labour,  it  was  only  nc« 
cessary  to  quote  an  instance  mentioned  in 
a  very  excellent  pamphlet  written  by  a 
highly  respectable  individual,  Mr.  Gumey 
of  Norwich,  who  had  recently  visited  the 
prisons  in  the  North  of  England  and  in 
Scotland.  The  instance  he  alluded  to 
related  to  Manchester  and  Glasgow,  the 
population  of  both  which  was  nearly  of  a 
similar  character.  It  appeared  that  with 
reference  to  the  prison  at  Glasgow,  where 
an  excellent  system  of  classification  and 
labour  was  acted  upon,  of  those  who 
quitted  the  prison  not  more  than  one* 
third  returned  on  fresh  charges,  whilst  at 
Manchester,  where  a  system  of  that  de- 
scription was  not  acted  upon,  the  propor- 
tion who  returned  to  the  prison  amounted 
to  two-thirds  of  those  who  quitted  it,  thus 
making  a  difference  of  one  third  in  favour 
of  the  system  of  classification  and  labour. 
It  was  but  fair,  however,  to  add,  that  no 
exertions  had  been  spared  by  the  msgis- 
trates  of  Manchester  to  remedy  the  de- 
fects in  their  prison,  and  that  they  were 
adopting  measures  for  the  purpose  of, 
adapting  the  system  of  the  prison  to  tk» 
view  of  reforming  its  inmates.  As  he 
had  no  intention  of  opposing  the  motion, 
he  should  not  take  up  the  time  of  their 
lordships,  but  merely  observe,  that  every 
consideration  of  duty  towards  Uie  popu- 
lation (if  he  might  use  the  term)  of  oar 
Erisons,  so  as  to  render  them  useful  meoi- 
ers  of  society,  and  still  more  every  con- 
sideration of  duty  to  society  in  genera), 
called  upon  their  lordships  to  enter  into 
the  examination  of  this  subject,  with  the 
view  of  establishing  some  system  of  prison 
discipline,  which  should  be  rendered  aa 
effective  as  possible,  for  the  purposes  of 
the  reformation  of  the  inmates  of^prisons* 
With  regard  to  local  jurisdictions,  he 
thought  that  if  they  were  unable  in  any 
case  to  bear  the  expense  of  sufficiently 
altering  their  prisons,  some  regulations 
should  be  introduced  to  send  the  prisoners 
from  such  local  jurisdictions  to  the  county 
prisons,  the  former  psying  the  expense  of 
their  maintenance. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

CoTTOK  Factoeixs.]  Lord  Kenyem 
said*  that  in  rising  to  propose  theappomt- 
ment  of  the  committee  which,  on  a  for^ 
mer  occuion,  he  had  postponed,  from  a 
consideration  of  the  thinness  of  the 
Houacihe  was  glad  to  see  a  greater  num- 
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ber  of  DObk  lords  present  than  bad  oh 
that  occasion  attended.  The  question 
now  to  be  considered  was  one  of  the 
greatest  importance.  No  less  than  50,000 
individuals  were  interested  in  its  decision 
in  Manchester  and  its  neighbourhood. 
One- third  of  these  persons  were  below 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  consequently 
were  unable  to  do  any  thing  for  their  own 
protection.  The  noble  lord  said  he  had 
made  inquiries,  since  this  subject  was 
last  before  the  House,  into  the  improve- 
aaenta  which  were  then  said  to  be  taking 

Clace  without  legislative  interference.  It 
ad  then  been  stated,  that  the  roaster 
spinners  were  willing  to  diminish  the  hours 
of  labour  of  their  own  accord.  This  he 
bad  found  was  not  correct  generally. 
Some  had  indeed  reduced  the  hours  of 
labour  at  Stockport,  as  he  had  heard  from 
the  chairman  of  the  meeting  of  masters 
in  Lancashire ;  but  others  not  concurring, 
the  former  had  been  obliged  to  see  their 
object  deleated.  At  Bolton  the  hours  had 
been  shortened,  but  in  Lancashire  not  a 
Iborth  of  the  factories  had  made  any 
change,  more  than  three-fourths  of  them 
working  the  ditldren  fourteen  hours  and 
a-half  a-day.  With  respect  to  the  heat  to 
which  these  children  were  exposed,  the 
House  would  judge  of  the  injury  which  it 
must  occasion  to  their  health,  when  he 
told  them,  oni  the  report  of  a  magistrate 
who  had  particularly  examined  the  facto- 
ries, that  it  usually  ran  between  76  and 
80  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  and  sometimes 
reached  to  85.  It  would  be  for  noble  lords 
to  consider  whether  auch  a  state  of  things 
did  not  call  for  inquiry  and  reaulation. 
The  children  could  not  be  considered  as 
free  labourers;  for  at  the  early  age  at 
which  they  entered  the  factories,  they 
could  not  be  their  own  masters,  nor  yet 
could  they  be  protected  by  the  principles 
of  the  common  law,  against  the  severity 
•f  their  masters,  on  account  of  the  simi- 
krity  between  their  situation  and  that  of 
free  labourers,  in  their  not  being  bound 

e>f  ao^  definite  period.  Nothing  but  a 
gislative  enactment  could  aflbrd  them 
any  effectual  protection.  The  noble  lord 
denied  that  the  a^tation  of  the  question, 
involved  in  the  bdl  of  last  year,  had  any 
donniBxion  with  the  disturbances  at  Mian- 
cheater  last  autumn.  He  then  went  into 
a  htatoiy  of  the  act  of  1802,  and  the  bill 
of  last  session  ;  and  contended,  that  ther^ 
were  sufficient  grounds  for  inquiry,  if  not 
for  BUthorisinff'  a  measure  of  regulation; 
He.  mov^,  thenetbre,  That  a  committee 


•  *  * 

be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  and 
condition  of  children  employed  in  the 
cotton  factories,  and  to  report  thereon  to 
the  House. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  explained  what  he 
meant  on  a  former  occasion,  by  saying, 
that  if  the  children  were  treated  witn  the 
cruelty  described  by  the  petitioners,*  they 
might  apply  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
mon law.  He  bad  not  argued  sgainst  th<^ 
motion  of  the  noble  lord,  but  bad  merelf 
stated,  that  the  evils  complained  of,  tf 
they  existed  to  the  extent  described,  camd 
under  the  provisions  of  the  common  law ; 
and  that  those  who  inflicted  them,  ought 
to  be  informed  that  they  were  exposing 
themselves  to  the  punishment  which  k 
prescribed  for  such  cases  of  cruelty.  Hif 
^ve  no  opinion  then  on  the  necessity  of 
mquiry,  but  merely  that  the  offence  of 
overworking  children  was  one  indictsble 
at  common  law.  He  saw  no  reason  why 
the  master  cotton  manufacturers  and  the 
master  chimney-sweepers  should  have  dif- 
ferent principles  applied  to  them  than' 
were  applied  to  other  trades.  A  generd 
law  ougnt  to  be  passed,  if  necessary,  foi^ 
the  regulation  of  manufacturers  of  all 
kinds ;  but  it  might  happen  that  a  partt^ 
cular  law,  applicable  only  to  children  iq 
one  trade,  might  expose  them  to  greater 
evib  than  those  from  which  it  was  intended 
to  protect  them.  In  a  country  paper  hd 
had  seen  a  feeline  description  of  tne  hard- 
ships to  which  climbing-boys  were  sub^ 
jected ;  but  there  was  no  pity  expressed 
for  boys  compelled  to  descend  into  coal- 
pits at  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  Earl  of  Rosdyn  entered  into  a  de» 
tailed  examination  of  the  question,  and 
argued  with  ^reat  force  against  the  mo- 
tion, expressing  a  hope  that,  though  the 
proposition  of  the  noble  mover  were 
adopted,  the  measure  which  he  expected 
to  ground  upon  it  would  be  resistea.  The 
prayer  of  the  petitions  now  on  the  table 
was  not  limited  to  the  regulation  of  the 
labour  of  children,  but  included  that  of 
adults.  He  asked,  what  would  be  the 
consequence  of  interfering  with  laboor  in 
other  cases,  so  as  to  fix  the  rate  of  wages 
—which,  in  fact,  a  limitation  of  the  hours 
of  labour  would  amount  to.  The  proposed 
inquiry,  if  it  took  place,  should  be  general. 
He  objected  to  the  motion ;  but  so  far. 
from  considering  himself  an  enemy  of  ^he 
children  who  were  the  objects  of  the  pro- 
posed inquiry,  he  reckoned  himself  tneir 
friend ;  as  they  were  improved  in  healthy 
nuid>tr;  and  comfort  by  the  free  disposal 
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of  their  labour.  If  their  hours  Of  work- 
ing were  reduced,  their  wages  must  like- 
wise be  reduced,  and  then  they  might  be 
exposed  to  the  hardships  of  want.  Two 
seta  of  children  would  be  employed  to  do 
the  labour  of  one,  and  the  fialf  of  their 
present  wages  could  thus  only  be  allowed 
them. 

The  Bishop  of  Chester  argued  warmly 
and  eloquently  in  support  of  the  motion. 
Urged,  lie  said,  by  a  regard  for  the  tem« 
poral  as  well  as  spiritual  concerns  of  a 
great  body  of  people  in  hb  diocese,  he 
nadi  since  the  agitation  of  the  question 
last  year,  made  it  a  point  to  visit  all  the 
cotton  Victories  within  hia  reach,  and 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  length  of  time 
which  the  children  were  obliged  to  labour, 
was  not  pnly  injurious  to  their  health)  but 
destructive  to  their  lives.  The  right  rev. 
•  prelate  entered  fedingly  into  a  discussion 
of  the  objections  brought  forward  against 
the  bill  of  last  session. 

Earl  Groevenor  said,  that  if  their  lord- 
ships  agreed  to  the  motion,  they  would 
do  an  act  fatal  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.  It  would  be  an  act  of  the  greatest 
inhumanity  to  those  children  whose  in- 
terests they  wished  to  protect.    He  wal 
most  anxious  that  they  shoi^d  not  inter- 
feie  with  the  great  principle  of  free  labour. 
If  they  consented  to  pass  this  measure, 
declaring  that  the  children  should  net  work 
beyond  a  certain  time,  it  would  be  ex- 
pected that  the  hours  of  labour  should  be 
reduced,  and  that  the  wages  should  not  be 
diminished.    Most   of  the   persons  em* 
]^oyed  in  these  fii^ories  were  children. 
Two-thirds  were  children  under  the  aee 
of  16;  W-sixths  were  children  under  the 
ag»  of  2a    With  regard  to  the  law  on 
this   subject,  the  learned   lord  on   the 
woolsack  had  said,  that  by  the  common 
law,  no  man  could  treat  children  with 
craeltv.    The  right  rev.  prelate  declared, 
that  tbaa  might  be  true  in  theory.    Now, 
ha  must  say,  that  if  the  law  did  not  reach 
the  caae,  it  was  the  wish  of  the  petitioners 
that  it  should  be  made  to  extend  to  it 
Ihev  BMrdy  desired  that  their  caaeahould 
be^  ndly  understood.    Ho  was  conviaoed 
that, generally  speaking,  the  limitatioo' of 
lioura might  be  effected  without  the  inter- 
ier«aioo.of  t^e  legislature,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  higUy  impolitic  and  daageroos 
to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  free  bbour. 
The  Earl  of  livenml  said,  that  this 
waa  DO  question  of  free  labour.    It  was 
preposterous  to  talk  of  these  poor  children 
aemeagiBts.   If ihetrlordflUp^ adopted 
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measure,  they  would  tiot  introduce 
any  new  principle  into  their  statute-book ; 
but  would  merely  make  that  efibctual  hf 
provision,  which  was  now  ineffectual  for 
the  want  of  provision.  Tfiey  had  heard 
those  who  objected  \o  the  measure,  and! 
they  ought  now  to  hear  those  who  sup« 
ported  the  principles  on  which  it  waa 
founded. 

The  Earl  of  Lmtderdak  said,  that  inr 
every  part  of  the  coontrv  where  cottow 
factories  were  establtshedf,  parents  were 
anxious  to  send  their  young  children  to 
them,  under  the  idea  that  thev  were  better 
taken  care  of  than  in  any  other  situation. 
Sir  Robert  P?el  had  never  thought  of  thio 
measure  till  Mr.  Owen  had  recomrnended 
it  to  him,  and  shr  Robert  was  much  better 
qualified  to  judge  of  its  merits  than  any 
other  person.  Upon  the  whole,  he  waa 
decidedly  hostile  to  the  motion,  and  he 
should  therefore  move,  by  way  of  amend-' 
ment,  that  there  be  inserted  the  words, 
«*  silk,  hardware,  and  other  manufacture*, 
and  also  to  inquire  into  the  laws  respecting 
the  same,  and  to  report  thei^  opinleni 
thereupon  to  the  House." 

Lord  HcUand  said,  that  their  lordshipe 
hod  heard  one  party,  and  they  should  now 
hear  the  other.  **  Audi  alteram  partem  *^ 
should  be  written  in  golden  letters,  not 
only  in  every  court  of  judicature,  hue 
on  the  widls  of  everjr  legisbtive  body. 
In  the  last  session  their  lordships  had  re» 
ceived  a  bill  fVom  the  Commons,  aad  hr 
reading  it  a  second  time,  they  had  ad- 
mitted that  there  was  j9rYfM^/od^  evidence 
to  saoctioB  the  measure,  tt  was  admicteA 
that  the  cosaason  law  was  not  suflideni, 
inastnach  as  it  provkkd  no  redress  for  the 
parties.  In  180%  the  law  was  not  con* 
fined  to  apprentices;  it  appointed  inspec« 
tors  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  and  there* 
fore  the  doctrine  of  non-interftfence 
must  faU  to  the  ground; 

The  question  was  then  pjut  on  tbo 
amendment,  and'  their  lordships  divided : 
Contents,  6;  Not-conlents,  \%  The 
original  question  waetlien  pot»  and  earned. 


w«^ 


H0U9S  OF  COM IdONS. 
T^Ursdayt  February  26* 

AORICULTUKAL    PBTlTIOMe*!        L^fd 

Ehringh»  pfeseated  a  Petition  from  eee^ 
tain  occupiers  of  land  in  the  eoonty  of 
DevoQ^  la  favour  of  some  farther  legal 
protection  against' the  Impoftation  of  Fo^ 
reign  Com.  He  begged  to  state,  how^ 
everi  thai  so  fiu  firom  ooauninriog  with  ttas 
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prayer  of  the  petition,  he  deprecated  the 
idea  of  again  attempting  to  legislate  on 
this  subject.  Such  an  attempt  could  only 
senre  to  excite  feelings  of  irritation  which 
eyery  man  must  lament* 

Mr.  Coke  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Lynn,  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk.  The  hop.  gentleman  said, 
that  the  petition  proceeded  from  a  re- 
spectable body  ofyeomeo,  with  whom  he 
was  sorry  he  could  not  on  this  occasion 
agree.  In  his  opinion,  the  present  price 
of  com  was  fully  sufficient  to  remunerate 
the  farmer.  In  one  respect,  however,  he 
thought  the  agricultural  interest  might  be 
essentially  relieved,  and  that  was  by  a 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  farmers'  horses, 
duties  which  were  very  severe  and  op- 
pressive. Although  he  could  not  concur 
in  the  sentiments  of  the  petition,  he  was 
firmly  convinced  of  the  expediency  of 
ff  iving  every  proper  encouragement  to  the 
farmer,  and  mno  view  more  distinctly 
than  in  order  to  afford  employment  for 
the  poor.  To  encourage  indnstry  was 
one  of  the  best  ways  of  amending  the 
poor  laws.  In  his  own  district,  a  poor- 
nouse  had  some  years  ago  been  erected 
under  Mr.  Gilbert's  act;  but  the  poor 
bavins  since  been  wholly  employed,  the 
poor-house  had  been  puUed  down. 

Mr.  Western  said,  he  was  intrusted 
with  the  presentation  of  three  petitions 
from  Essex,  similar  to  those  wnich  bad 
just  been  submitted  to  the  House.  They 
were  signed  by  about  1,200  of  his  consti- 
tuents, owners  and  occupiers  of  land.  He 
begged  leave  to  observe,  that  amongst 
these  were  many  of  the  great  landholders 
of  the  county.  They  stated,  and  it  could 
not  be  doubted,  that  they  suffered  much 
from  the  existing  system.  He  trusted 
that  their  complaints  would  be  imme- 
diately referred  to  a  committee,  and  that 
that  committee  would  proceed  to  examine 
the  subject  without  passion  or  prejudice. 
In  Essex,  the  farmers  did  not  find  it 
worth  their  while  to  proceed  with  spirit  in 
cultivating  the  soil:  the  conseouence 
was,  that  many  labourers  were  thrown 
oat  of  employment ;  and  he  believed  the 
same  observation  applied  to  many  other 
counties.  The  progress  of  agriculture 
was  evidently  not  so  great  as  it  was  a  few 
^ears  ago;  a  circumstance  that  could 
only  be  accounted  for  by  the  want  of  due 
•nconragement.  Inthevears  18U,  12, 
and  19,  the  number  or  enclosure  biUa 
which  passed  that  House  was  S85 ;  while, 
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in  the  last  three  years,  only  135  had  been 
passed. 

Lord  Rancliffe  said,  he  would  take  this, 
the  first  opportunity,  of  protesting  against 
these  petitions.  He  thought  it  most  ex- 
traordinary, that  the  farmers  and  land 
owners  should,  tlie  very  first  moment  they 
felt  the  pressure  of  a  temporary  distress, 
petition  for  additional  duties.  They  had 
had  many  years  of  prosperity,  and  he 
was  astonished  to  see  them  now  coming 
forward  with  petitions,  the  object  of 
which  was,  to  raise  the  price  of  bread  on 
the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.    . 

alt.  Luttdton  said,  the  hon.  member 
for  Norfolk,  whose  opinion  on  subjects  of 
this  kind  must  always  have  great  weight, 
had  stated,  very  justly,  that  if  the  agri- 
cultural horse  tax  were  taken  off,  it  would 
afford  great  relief  to  the  farmer.  The 
farmers  in  the  county  which  he  hod  t)ie 
honour  to  represent,  felt  that  tax  presa 
most  heavily  on  them;  and  he  should 
soon  have  to  present  a  petition  from 
those  individuals,  praying  for  some  relief 
from  its  severe  operation.  He  thought, 
if  government  would  tolerate  a  composi* 
tion  for  that  tax,,  it  would  be  an  ex* 
tremely  beneficial  measure ;  thus,  if  the 
farmers  were  allowed  to  use  a  certain 
number  of  horses,  at  particular  seasons  of 
the  year,  when  their  business  absolutely 
required  them,  instead  of  assessing  them 
when  they  were  once  employed,  ror  the 
whole  twelve  months,  it  would  be  a  very 
considerable  relief.  Such  a  provision 
would,  in  a  great  degree,  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  agriculturists,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  would  not  create  that  jealousy 
which  the  prayer  of  the  present  petitiona 
had  excited  to  a  most  alarming  extent. 
The  House  must  see,  from  the  remon- 
strances of  the  agriculturists,  how  dan- 
gerous it  was  to  enter  on  a  vicious  system 
of  legislation.  When  once  it  was  com-* 
menced,  no  person  could  say  where  it  waa 
likely  to  end.  What  did  the  agricultu« 
ralists  say?  They  complained  to  the 
House  that  the  manufacturers  were  pro- 
tected, but  they  were  not.  What  infer- 
ence was  to  be  drawn  from  this  com- 
plaint? Either  that  the  agriculturists 
should  be  also  protected,  or  that  the 
duties  imposed  for  the  protection  of  the 
manufacturers  should  be  removed.  He 
knew  no  other  way  in  which  the  complaint 
oould  be  got  rid  of.  Either  the  agricul- 
turist must,  have  protecting  duties,  or 
those  imposeJr  for  tne  benefit  of  the  ma- 
nufacturer must  be  removed.    He  did  net 

(«U) 
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think  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to 
be  granted ;  and  he  rather  imagined  the 
petitioners  themselves  did  not  expect  it. 
The  subject,  it  appeared  to  him,  was  in- 
troduced as  a  matter  of  poh'cyi  in  order 
to  induce  the  House  to  break  down  that 
system  which  had  been  so  long  acted  on ; 
namely,  the  importation  of  heavy  duties, 
or  the  importation  of  particular  ar- 
ticles from  foreign  parts,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  manufacture  of  similar 
articles  in  this  country. 

Mr.  C  Dundtu  presented  a  petition 
from. the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  in 
the  county  of  Berks,  praying  for  protect- 
ing duties  on  the  importation  of  grain. 
The  petitioners,  findmg  themselves  op- 

J pressed,  under  the  present  state  of  the 
aw,  had  deemed  it  proper  to  come  for^ 
ward  and  call  for  relief  from  parliament, 
and  he  heartily  hoped  their  prayer  would 
be  attended  to.  The  farmers  could  not, 
the  hon.  member  observed,  sell  their  corn 
under  80f.  the  quarter,  while  it  could  be 
imported  for  5Qs*  The  consequence  was 
rumous  to  them.  When  provisions  were 
extremely  low,  it  was  well  known  that  the 
trader  sufiered ;  but  when  they  produced 
a  fair  profit,  the  manufacturer  was  assist- 
ed, since  the  agriculturist  was  enabled 
to  purchase  his  commodities.  The  poor- 
rates  would  be  considerably  lessened  if 
the  farmer  received  a  just  price  for  his 
prodnce :  he  would  then  be  enabled  to 
give  increased  wages  to  his  labourers,  and 
that  distress,  which  the  existing  rate  of 
wages  occasioned,  would  be  proportion- 
ably  diminished. 

Mr.  Bennet  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  in 
the  county  of  Salop.  The  hon.  member 
said,  that  he  had,  after  mature  delibera- 
tion, agreed  to,  and  supported  the  mea- 
sure, connected  with  this  subject,  which 
had  passed  the  House  a  few  sessions  ago ; 
but  he  doubted  very  much  whether  any. 
further  step  could  be  taken,  without  pro- 
ducing detriment  instead  of  benefit. 

Mr.  Wynn  observed,  that  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  present  a  similar  petition, 
aigned  by  many  respectable  persons  in 
Montgomeryshire.  With  all  his  respect, 
however,  for  them,  he  could  not  support 
their  present  application. 

Mr.  Byng  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
petition  of  similar  import,  from  certain 
yeomen  and  farmers  in  the  county  gH 
Middlesex.  He  entirely  agreed  wiib  ^i^m . 
in  the  opinion,  that  the  soil  of  the  country 
citable  of  producing  sufficieoi  corn 


for  the  maintenance  of  its  inhabitants,  but* 
he  deprecated  die  agitation  of  the  subject 
at  present. 

The  several  petitions  were  ordered  t» 
lie  on  the  table. 

Petition  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gradt.]} 
Sir  Robert  JVilson  presented  a  Petition 
from  Thomas  Grady,  committed  yester- 
day evening  to  Newgate,  for  a  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House.  The  peti- 
tioner, he  observed,  had  an  additional 
daim  on  him  to  present  ^liis  petition,  in 
consequence  of  the  introduction  into  it 
of  a  letter  which  had  been  .in  .his  (sir  K. 
Wilson's)  possession  for  three  weeks. 
This  letter,  dated  the  2nd  of  November, 
purported  to  be  from  the  hon.  member 
for  tbe  county  of  Limerick.  It  was  given 
to  him  (sir  R.  Wilson)  by  the  petitioner, 
in  order  to  show  the  manner  in  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  replied  to  the  letter 
written  to  him  by  the  petitioner;  and 
also,  perhaps  to  impress  his  mind'  favour- 
ably towards  the  petitioner,  by  showing 
the  consideration  in  which  he  had  been 
held  by  the  hon.  gentleman.— rHe  (sat  R» 
Wilson)  would  not  pretend  to  say  that 
the  letter  was  genuine,  although  it  had 
the  appearance  of  being  so.  It  had  the 
proper  post  mark.  It  had  the  signature 
of  the  hon.  member,  and,  above  all,  it 
expressed  those  kind  feelings  which,  as 
he  understood  from  the  hon.  gentleman's 
friends,  were  so  natural  to  him.  But 
then  it  varied  much  from  the  tone  of  the 
reply  which,  he  understood  from  the  hon. 
gentleman  last  night,  he  had  sent  to  the 
petitioner's  letter.  Perhaps  he  (sir  R. 
Wilson)  was  wrong.  Then  on.  gentleman 
would  soon  have  an  opportunity  either  of 
acknowledging  the  letter,  or  of  disclaim- 
ing it.  He  would,  therefore,  confine 
himself  to  a  statement  of  the  contents  and 
prayer  of  the  petition* — The  petition  sat 
forth, 

**  That  the  petitioner  wa^  committed 
to  Newgate  by  order  of  the  House  for 
breach  of  privilege,  in  writing  and  send- 
ing to  the  hon.  Wyndham  Wyndham 
Quin  a  certain  letter ;  that  the  petitioner 
liumbly  submits,  that  the  said  W.  W. 
Quin  neither  showed  any  superscription 
or  address  to  him  upon  the  s^id  letter, 
nor  an  envelope  or  post-mark ;  neither  did 
he  show  to  the  House  how  he  received 
or  came  by  the  said  letter;  and  the 
pet!' 'Oilier  is  informed  that  the  name  of 
tbe'said  W.  W.  Quin  is  no  where  to  be 
found  in  the  said  letter ;  and  that' the  safdi 
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W.  W.  Quia  offered  no  proof  that  the 
laid  letter  waa  iDtended  for  him,  or  sent 
by  the  petitioner ;  that  the  petitioner  has 
presumptiTe  evidence,  coming  from  the 
■aid  W.  W.  Qttin,  to  show  that  he  did 
not  conceive  that  the  said  letter  stated  b^ 
him  to  have  been  received  from  the  peti- 
tioner»  was  of  the  offensive  nature  on 
which  the  proceedings  of  the  House  were 
groanded  last  ni^ht;  for  on  the  17th 
November  the  petitioner  received  a  letter 
from  the  said  W.  W.  Quin^  dated  the 
2nd  November,  a  period  subsequent  to 
the  time  of  his  alleged  receipt  of  the 
letter  produced  by  him  to  the  House,  and 
which  letter  is  as  follows,  the  original 
iiaving  been  for  three  weeks  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  hoB.  member  who  pre- 
aented  the  petition  of  Thomas  WilUam 
<Srady : 

'  AdaUi  ^^^  NavembeTf  1818. 
<<  <  I  stand  so  perfectly  clear  of  the 
'  charge  intended  to  be  brought  against 

*  roe  that  I  shall  cherfuUy  commit  myself 
«  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  of  Com- 
'  nons ;  you  say  I  have  given  you  mortal 

*  ofence.    I  am  sorry  to  hear  it,  for  no- 

<  thin^  was  ever  farther  from  my  mind, 

*  and  if  I  knew  when,  I  should  have  great 

*  pleasure  of  assuring  you  it  was  very  far 
^  from   my  intentions ;    some  long   and 

*  rather  an^  letters  have  passed  between 

<  us ;    I  did  not  begin  them ;   I  cannot 

*  forget  that  you  were  very  kind  to  me 

*  in  early  life ;  and  I  cannot  behold  our 
'  ancient  intimacy,  now  on  the  point  of 
'  being  severed,  without  deep  regret :  if 
f  I  am  cooler  than  you,  you  are  much  the 

*  abler  man  of  the  two;   but  I  think  you 

*  are  now  rather  hasty ;  however,  thoueh 

*  perhaps  you   choose  it  should  be  &r 

*  the  last  time,  1  will  still  subscribe  my- 

<  self,  yoar*8  truly, 

(Signed)  'W.W.Quin.' 
<<The  Petitioner  states,  that  after- 
wards, on  the  15th  December,  he  re- 
ceived another  letter  from  the  said  W.  W. 
Quin,  couched  in  nearly  the  same  terms 
of  friendship ;  but  which  letter  the  peti- 
doner  has  not  brought  to  this  country; 
and  the  petitioner  never  since  that  period 
bas  received  any  letter  from  the  said  W. 
W.  Quin, .  of  which  the  petitioner  is  ready 
to  make  oath,  subject  to  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  perjury  s  further,  the  peti- 
tioner humbly  shows,  that  the  said 
Thomas  William  Grad^  beio^  only  23 
years  of  age,  and  too  mexpenenced  for 
the  important  task  of  instructing  counsel, 
suad  arrangbg  evidepce  for  the  approach* 


ing  inqiury ;  there  is  no  person  here  for 
that  purpose  in  his  behalf,  except  the 
petitioner,  and  unless  the  House  shall  be 
pleased  to  make  an  order  for  the  peti- 
tioner's liberation,  the  said  charge  will 
be  ineffectually  supported,  and  may  fall 
to  the  ground,  to  the  prejudice  of  public 
justice ;  the  petitioner  be^s  leave  to  add, 
as  a  secondary  consideration,  that  he  was 
confined  for  two  months  before  his  arrival 
in  London,  with  a  severe  rheumatism  in 
bis  head,  and  for  the  first  month  after  his 
arrival  here,  was  afflicted  with  the  same 
disease,  of  which  he  is  ready  to  give  sa- 
tisfactory proof;  and  the  petitioner  being 
in  his  sixtieth  year,  is  .apprehensive  that 
further  confinement  may  be  attended  with 
serious  consequences ;  the  petitioner  begs 
leave  to  observe,  that  he  might  have  left 
the  House  during  the  discussion  with  re- 
spect to  him,  and  before  any  order  could 
have  been  made  for  his  detention,  but  he 
declared  to  those  around  him,  that  he 
would  keep  his  place,  and  firmly  abide 
the  issue ;  the  petitioner  therefore  humbly 
prays.  That  such  order  should  be  made 
on  this  his  petition,  as  to  the  wisdom  and 
dignity  of  the  House  shall  seem  expe- 
dient." 

On  the  motion,  that  the  petition  be 
brought  up, 

Mr.  Quin  said,  he  had  no  hesitation 
whatever  in  avowing  that  the  letter  quoted 
in  the  petition  had  been  written  by  him. 
He  did  not  conceive,  however,  that  it 
contained  a  single  sentiment  which  could 
be  turned  against  him.  The  fact  was, 
that  when  the  petitioner  first  hinted  to 
him  his  intention  of  bringing  forward  a 
charge  which  should  be  made  the  subject 
of  parliamentary  inquiry,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  he  was  serious.  He  had  con- 
cluded his  correspondence  with  the  pe« 
titioner  with  the  letter  which  he  had  read 
to  the  House  last  night.  The  petitioner'a 
letter,  he  had  last  night  observed,  waa 
only  the  first  of  a  series  of  letters.  He 
admitted  that  he  had  answered  the  peti- 
tioner more  mildly  than  perhaps  he  de- 
served. He  did  not,  however*  wish  to 
visit  the  act  of  the  father  on  the  son ;  and 
he  was  not  ashamed  to  say,  that  he  re- 
collected that  the  man  to  whom  be  waa 
writing  had  been  kind  to  him  at  an  early 
period  of  his  life.  In  reply  to  the  letter 
which  was  quoted  in  the  petition,  the  pe- 
titioner re-stated  the  substance  of  his  first 
communication.  He  (Mr.  Quin)  then 
finished  the  correspondence  with  the 
letter  which  he  had  read  to  the  House 
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kat  night.  With  respect  to  the  prayer  of 
'he  petition^  he  could  sincerely  assure 
the  House,  that  there  was 'no  hon.  mem- 
ber more  earnestly  desirous  than  himself 
to  show  the  petitioner  every  possible  in- 
dulgence [Hear,  hear!]. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  observed,  that  the  hon. 
member  for  the  county  of  Limerick,  had, 
both  on  the  last  and  on  the  present  even- 
ing  made  so  favourable  an  impression  on 
the  House,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  great 
delicacy  to  venture  any  observations  on 
the  subject.  He  trusted  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  hitherto  conducted 
himself  in  so  handsome  a  manner  on  this 
occasion,  would  eventually  acquit  hinuelf 
from  all  imputation  discreditable  either  to 
himself  or  his  family.  He  roust  say,  how- 
ever, that  he  thought  the  course  pursued 
by  the  House  towards  the  petitioner  ex- 
tremely severe.  It  did  not  appear  to  him 
that  the  letter  in  question,  even  if  the 
production  of  the  petitioner,  contained 
an  offence  against  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  petitioner's 
conduct  had  been  most  proper  and  re- 
spectful :  sitting  below  the  bar,  observing 
the  course  the  discussion  was  taking,  and. 
hearing  the  vote  for  committing  him  to 
Newgate,  he  still  patiently  waited  the 
execution  of  the  orders  of  the  House. 
it  was  his  intention,  therefore,  unless  the 
gallant  general  should  do  so,  to  take  an 
early  day  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  motion  for  the  petitioner's 
discharge.  He  should  be  very  sorry  to 
do  any  thing  that  nught  appear  in  the 
slightest  degree  to  reflect  on  the  hon. 
gentleman,  or  that  might  imply  any  in- 
sinuation against  him,  and  therefore  he 
could  assure  the  House  that  in  the  step 
which  He  was  about  to  take  his  only  mo- 
tive was  to  protect  an  unoffending  indi- 
vidual. He  cave  notice  that  he  would 
to-morrow  make  the  motion  to  which  he 
had  just  adverted. 

Air.  Bootle  WUbraham  said,  he  posses- 
sed no  information  on  the  subject  but 
that  derived  from  public  sources,  but  he 
confessed,  his  surprise  at  the  character  of 
the  petition  which  had  been  just  present- 
ed. The  first  part  of  the  petition  appeared 
to  him  not  to  fall  abort  of  stating  that  the 
House  had  wrongfully  imprisoned  the 
petitioner.  It  was  evident  that  the  peti- 
tioner arraigned  the  conduct  of  the 
House  towards  him.  He  by  no  means 
thought  that  the  petitioner  was  entitled 
to  the  peculiar  indulgence  of  the  House 
and  feeling  that  it  was  too  much  for  the 
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man  who  had  on  Wednesday  been  com- 
mitted to  prison  for  a  breach  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  House  to  expect  that  he 
should  be  set  free  on  Friday,  he  should 
certainly  oppose  the  motion  for  his  libe- 
ration. 
The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  prmted 

Windsor  Establishment.]  Lord 
Castlereagh  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  receiving  the  report  on  the  Royal 
Establishments  at  Wmdsor.  The  report 
was  brought  up,  read,  and  the  first  and 
second  resolutions  agreed  to.  On  the 
third  resolution  being  read,  viz.  "That  the 
annual  sum  of  10,000/.  be  issued  out  of  Uie 
civil  list  revenues  to  bis  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  York,  to  enable  his  Royal  High- 
ness to  meet  the  expenses  to  which  his 
Royal  Highness  may  be  exposed  in  dis- 
charge of  the  important  duties  confided  to 
him  by  parliament,  in  the  care  of  his  ma- 
jesty's pierson/* 

Mr.  Cunoen  said,  he  was  in  hopes,  in 
consequence  of  what  took  place  in  the 
House  when  this  subject  was  last  before 
them,  that  those  who  were  in  the  confix 
dence  of  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of 
York,  would  have  brought  firom  him  a 
disclaimer  of  his  wish  to  take  any  allow- 
ance from  the  Civil  List  for  the  care  of 
his  royal  father.  This  disclaimer  would 
have  given  satisfaction,  not  only  within 
these  walls,  but  also  elsewhere*  It  was 
impossible  not  to  regret  that  his  Royal 
Highness  had  not  come  to  such  a  conclu« 
sion.  He  could  not  but  consider  it  a 
matter  of  deep  regret  that  his  Royal 
Highness  had  made  it  a  matter  of  more 
difficulty  and  delicacy  to  take  any  allow- 
ance from  the  privy  purse  than  n'om  the 
people  at  lar^.  He  deprecated  the  ne- 
cessity in  which  the  House  were  placed 
of  discussing  this  question.  It  was  a  sa- 
tifaction,  however,  to  thmk,  that  what- 
ever opinion  might  be  entertained  res- 
pecting this  grant,  there  was  but  one  opi- 
nion in  the  House,  that  no  economy 
which  in  the  least  trenched  on  die  com- 
forts and  feelings  of  our  aged  monarch 
was  to  be  countenanced.  But  it  was  im- 
possible to  connect  this  grant  with  the 
comforts  of  his  majesty.  For  it  was  im- 
possible to  think  that  his  Royal  Highneu 
could  be  influenced  in  hb  attentions  to 
his  aged  and  afflicted  parent,  by  any  sum 
of  money  which  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  House  to  give.  Everv  thinff  that 
kindness  and  attention  could  possibly  do 
for  an  aged  monarcbi  the  House  were  sms 
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would  be  done  by  hit  Royal  Highnett» 
without  being  inflaenced  by  any  allow- 
ance whatever.  He  did  not  wish  to 
introduce  the  other  offices  held  by  his 
Royal  Highness  into  this  discussion,  with 
which  they  had,  properly  speaking,  nothing 
to  do.  With  respect  to  the  important 
office,  the  duties  of  which  his  Royal 
Highness  now  discharged,  though  he  was 
one  of  those  who  had  formerly  expressed 
themselves  agiinst  his  Royal  Highness 
filling  that  office,  he  was  bound  to  say, 
that  since  his  return  tait,  his  administra- 
tion of  the  office  had  been  beneficial'  to 
the  country  at  large.  But,  well  as  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  commander  in  chief 
were  discharged  by  his  Royal  Highness*  it 
was  impossible  for  him  not  to  see  that  this 
was  an  office  of  a  new  and  peculiar  des- 
cription, though  under  all  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  times,  he  was  the  last  num  in 
the  country  who  would  be  willing  to  dis- 
pense with  at  present.  But  he  could  not 
avoid  perceiving  tliat  the  various  salaries 
and  allowances  enjovNed  by  bis  Ro^al 
Highness  for  the  offices  filed  by  him, 
made  his  income  equal  to  about  60,00(Mi 
a  year ;  and  under  these  circumstances  he 
could  not  conceive  be  could  be  in  any 
want  of  income.  Besides,  if  his  Royu 
Highness  received  so  much  from  the 
country,  the  country  in  return  had  some 
right  to  expect  some  aacrifice  from  his 
Royal  Highness.  The  House  had  been 
told  that  this  dlowance  was  to  enable  his 
Rojral  Highness  to  meet  the  expenses  to 
which  he  would  be  exposed  in  his  new 
office.  But  what,  he  would  ask,  were  the 
expenses  which  were  incidental  to  the 
office?  He  knew  of  no  expenses,  but 
those  of  posting  from  London  to  Windsor 
for  which  expenses  50QL  a  year  would  be 
amply  sufficient— and  he  should  consider 
it  an  insult  to  ofier  this  sum  to  his  royal 
Highness.  What  other  expenses  could  he 
possibly  be  put  to  ?  He  could  not  conceive 
that  his  Royal  Highness  could  be  put  to 
any  expenses  beyond  that  of  so  small  a 
sum  as  his  Royal  Highness  would  not  be 
disposed  to  make  an  addition  to  the  bur- 
thens of  the  country.  At  a  time  when 
there  was  not  a  man  in  the  House  who  did 
not  feel  the  necessity  of  a  most  rigorous 
economy  in  every  department  of  our  ex- 
penditure, he  could  not  see  how  his  Royal 
Highness,  with  the  liberal  allowances 
which  he  at  present  derived  from  Uie 
eomitry,  could  think  of  making  the  trifling 
expenses  to  which  he  might  be  put  indis- 
chaiging  the  duiiea  of  this  ofioei  a  pretext 


for  obtaining  an  additional  grant  of 
10,000^  from  the  country.  The  noble 
lord  ( Castlereagb )  had  told  them,  that  the 
House  were  disposed  to  deal  harder  with 
the  royal  family,  with  respect    to    any 

grants  of  money,  than  with  any  other  in- 
ividuals.  But ,  how  could  it  escape  the 
noble  lord  with  all  his  penetration,  what 
were  the  feelings  which  dictated  the  votes 
of  last  session  in  the  case  of  the  royal 
dukes.  If  the  House  were  narrow  and 
rather  niggardly  to  the  royal  dukes»  as  he 
was  willing  to  think  in  some  respects  they 
were,  what  did  it  proceed  from  but  this.— 
Every  man  who  loved  the  monarchy  of 
this  country,  thought  in  the  distressed 
state  of  the  people  any  addition  tb  their 
burthens  might  nave  the  effect  of  lower- 
ing the  royal  family  in  the  affections  of 
the  people.  This  was  a  strong  mark  of 
the  regard  of  the  House  for  the  monar- 
chy—and he  said  this  with  a  full  know- 
ledge of  what  was  then  the  temper  of  the 
House  and  the  country.  They  wished 
not  to  hazwrd  the  monarchy  by  the  grant 
of  any  one  sum,  to  any  branch  of  the 
royal  family,  that  could  possibly  be 
avoided.  After  all  that  had  taken  place, 
he  could  not  help  viewing  it  as  a  circum- 
stance of  deep  regret  Uiat  the  present 
frant  was  again  broueht  before  the  House, 
[e,  for  one,  would  not  consent  to  give 
a  single  shilling  to  his  Royal  Highness; 
for  he  was  convinced,  that  the  duties  of 
the  office  would  be  equally  well  exercised 
without  charging  one  shilling  on  the  pub- 
lic, as  if  10,00(tf.  a  year  were  given.  He 
should  therefore  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Robbuon  entirely  concurred  with 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  spoken  last, 
BB  to  the  propriety  of  keeping  out  of  view, 
in  the  present  discussion,  the  duties  which 
his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York  dis- 
charged with  so  much  advantage  to  the 
country,  in  his  capacity  of  commander-in- 
chief ;  but  if  it  was  proper  to  keep  out  of 
view  the  advantages  which  the  country 
derived  from  the  services  of  his  royid 
highness,  the  House  were  equally  bound 
to  keep  out  of  consideration  the  salaries 
which  his  royal  hiehness  received  in  re- 
turn for  those  services.  It  was  not  a  fit 
subjeet  for  their  consideration  in  the  pre- 
sent discussion,  what  were  ^  the  emolu- 
ments derived  by  his  royal  highness  from 
the  country,  either  as  a  meinber  of  the 
royal  family,  or  in  his  capacity  of  oom- 
mander-in-ohief.  The  question  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House  now  waf»  if 
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the  situation  which  had  been  devolved  on 
his  rbjral  highness  by  parliament  did  not 
call  on  him  to  perform  new  duties  of  a 
perfectly  different  description  from  those 
of  his  other  offices,  and  if  by  this  office 
new  duties  had  devolved  on  his  royal  high- 
ness, whether  it  would  not  be  quite  ano- 
gialous  that  he  should  receive  no  salary, 
ecause  he  already  received  a  salary  for 
the  discharge  of  duties  of  a  perfectly  dif- 
ferent description  ?  It  had  been  said,  that 
his  royal  highness  ought,  in  the  present 
Bituation  of  the  country,  to  make  some  sa- 
crifice. There  was  no  man  more  willing 
to  make  sacrifices  for  the  sake  of  the 
country  than  his  royal  highness,  and  there 
could  not  be  a  better  proof  of  this  than 
that  his  royal  highness,  at  this  yerj  mo- 
ment, was  discharging  the  duties  alfcustos 
of  his  majesty's  person,  without  knowing 
what  the  determination  of  parliament 
night  be  with  respect  to  it.  The  hon. 
gentleman  seemed  to  complain  of  minis- 
ters for  bringing  this  question  unnecessa- 
rily forward,  particularly  when  they  con- 
sidered the  disposition  shown  by  the 
House  in  the  votes  of  last  year  to  the 
royal  dukes.  But  the  objection  of  last 
year  was  not  to  the  principle  of  the  grants 
to  their  royal  highnesses,  but  to  the 
amount  of  the  sums  asked ;  whereas,  the 
objection  to  the  present  was  not  to  the 
amount  of  the  sum  asked,  but  to  the  prin- 
ciple. The  difference  between  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  of  last  year,  and 
the  present  was  this— that  the  House  were 
called  on  last  year  to  vote  certain  sums  to 
the  royal  dukes,  not  for  any  duty  which 
they  were  called  on  to  discharge  by  par* 
liament;  whereas  parliament  were  now 
called  on  to  affix  a  salary  to  an  office,  com- 
prehending duties  of  the  greatest  weight, 
which  office  the  House  had  imposed  the 
necessity  of  accepting  on  his  royal  high* 
ness  the  duke  of  York.  Parliament  had 
seen  fit  to  appoint  him  ctutoi  of  the  royal 
person— they  felt  that  this  was  an  office  of 
the  greatest  importance,  not  with  refe- 
rence to  the  comfort  and  feelings  of  the 
king  only,  but  also  with  reference  to  the 
pumic  good— they  agreed  that  this  was  an 
office  which  involved  the  most  important 
functions,  more  particularly  with  refer- 
ence to  the  return  of  the  kins  to  the  ex* 
erclse  of  the  rojral  authority.  If  it  was  ob» 
Jected,  that  at  the  present  moment  there 
was  little  prospect  of  his  majesty's  reco- 
very, he  agreed  that  such  recovery  was 
liighly^  improbable ;  but  this  did  not  affirat 
the  principle  on  which  the  House  ought 
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to  proceed  in  the  regulation  of  such  an 
office.  They  had  to  look  at  the  present 
case  as  a  precedent  for  future  times,  and 
as  regulating  in  what  manner  the  duties 
of  a  custos  were  to  be  discharged.  There 
was  no  analogy  whatever  between  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  grants  of  last  year  and 
the  present  case.  It  was  impossible  that 
his  majesty's  ministers  should  not  have 
felt,  that  as  all  cases  where  grants  were 
asked  for  any  member  of  the  royal  family, 
or  any  individual  connected  with  adminis- 
tration, were  certain  to  be  objected  to,  so 
in  like  manner  objections  would  be  stated 
to  this.  But  it  was  their  duty  to  consider 
what  the  nature  of  the  office  was,  and  what 
had  been  given  to  the  preceding  cuxtoi: 
and  they  would  have  abandoned  a  princi- 
ple if  they  had  not  submitted  this  propo- 
sition to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
The  House  would  of  course  deal  with  this 
question  as  they  pleased ;  but,  after  the 
general  admission,  that  it  was  proper  some 
remuneration  ought  to  be  granted  to  his 
royal  highness  for  the  duties  which  he  was 
called  on  to  discharge ;  he  thought  that 
10,000/.  was  a  very  moderate  allowance 
for  these  duties ;  and  after  the  decision, 
that  this  allowance  ought  not  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  privy  purse — he  did  not  see  upon 
what  priaciple  it  could  now  be  maintained 
that  his  royal  highness  ought  not  to  re- 
ceive any  allowance  whatever.  Every 
sound  view  of  policy  and  justice,  there- 
fore, ought  to  induce  them  not  to  agree 
with  the  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Dtnman  said,  that  it  was  with  un- 
affected diffidence  he  offered  himself  to 
the  attention  of  the  House,  at  a  time  when 
he  was  aware  there  must  be  so  many  per- 
sons of  rank  and  consideration  desirous  of 
stating  their  sentiments  on  thu  most  im- 
portant subject.  He  should  perhaps  be 
thought  to- stand  the  more  in  need  of 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  as  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  enter  into  any  of  the 
legal  points  of  the  case.  If  the  argu- 
ments on  that  part  of  the  question  urged 
by  his  hon.  ana  learned  friend  (Mr.  Scar- 
lett) on  the  floor  had  failed  to  convince 
the  House,  he  (Mr.  Denman)  had  not  the 
presumption  to  suppose  that  any  thing  he 
could  say  would  nave  that  effect.  With 
a  perspicuity  and  candour  which  proved 
that  he  was  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the 
doctrine  he  maintained,  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  the  solicitor  general,  had 
endeavoured  to  combat  those  arguments, 
but  most  unsuccessfully.  After  so  full 
and  able  a  discussion,  it  was  in  his  oplnioa 
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ioipo0eible»  that  any  thing  could  be  added 
to  alter  the  opinion  of  any  one  member  of 
the  House  on  the  subject.  But  when  the 
right  hon.  the  president  of  the  board  of 
Trade  told  the  House  that,  in  consequence 
of  their  decision*  that  no  grant  to  his 
royal  highness  the  duke  of  York  should 
be  charged  on  the  privy  purscy  they 
were  therefore  bound  to  charge  one  on  the 
public purse»  he  (Mr,  Denman)  answered, 
that  the  question  was  still  as  much  onen 
as  if  that  vote  had  never  passed— whether 
the  House  would  consent  to  any  allow- 
ance, from  what  fund  soever,  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  for  tlie  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  office  of  guardian  of  his  royal 
father. 

Notwithstanding  the  decision  after  the 
late  debate,  by  which  the  majority  of  the 
House  expressed  their  opinion  that  the 
privy  purse  was  private  property,  he  could 
not  nelp  thinking  that  many  of  the  mem* 
bars  who  voted  m  the  affirmative  of  that 
proposition,  felt  considerable  hesitation 
with  respect  to  the  law  on  the  subject; 
for  if,  indeed,  the  question  was  so  dear, 
so  self-evident,  that  it  required  a  sort  of 
perverse  ingenuity  to  raise  any  doubt  upon 
It,  be  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
what  could  have  induced  the  noble  lord 
to  use  language  so  extraordinary— lan- 
guage, unprecedented,  perhaps,  within 
the  walls  ot  that  Hou8e*-and  to  endeav- 
our to  intimidate  those  who  ought  to  vote 
agreeably  to  the  unbiassed  dictates  of  their 
conscience,  by  telling  them  they  would 
cover  themselves  with  infamy  if  they  dif- 
fered from  him  in  the  construction  of  the 
act  of  parliament  in  question.  Nor  could 
he  believe  the  proposition  to  be  so  in- 
disputably clear  as  it  was  described, 
when  he  heard  the  right  hon.  member 
for  the  university  of  Oxford  display- 
ing so  much  studied  eloquence,  so  much 
prepared  rhetoric,  so  much  consummate 
skill,  in  order  to  seduce  and  captivate  the 
House,  in  a  speech  which  resembled  the 
appeal  of  an  able  and  experienced  advo- 
cate to  the  passions  of  a  jury  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  verdict  for  his  client, 
rather  than  a  calm  and  liberal  address  to 
a  British  House  of  Commons,  on  a  sub- 
ject of  grave  constitutional  policy*  Nay, 
he  was  strongly  persuaded,  that  his  royal 
highness  the  Duke  of  York  himself  was 
convinced,  that  parliament  were  not,  on 
any  principle  of  law  or  right,  debarred 
from  drawmg  on  the  privy  purse— that, 
having  drawn  on  it  once,  they  might  draw 
#0  it  again ;  and  that  the  privy  purse  was 


liable  to  all  the  charges  with  which  par« 
liament  might  think  fit  to  burthen  it. 
Unless  that  was  his  Royal  Highness'a 
conviction,  what  were  the  House  to  think 
of  the  message  which  had  been  commu- 
nicated to  them  from  his  Royal  High« 
nesa?  What  interpretation  could  be 
given  to  it  but  this :  «  I  warn  you  not  to 
commit  a  robbery ;  but,  if  you  do  commit 
a  robbery,  I  will  at  all  events  not  be  an 
accomplice  in  the  crime?"  It  was  im- 
possible that  such  a  construction  ought 
to  be  put  on  his  Royal  Highness's  mes- 
sage; the  meaning  of  which  evidently 
was,  **  I  am  aware  that  you  have  a 
right  to  charge  thu  sum  upon  the 
privy  purse,  although,  as  a  matter  of  per- 
sonal delicacy,  I  cannot  take  it  from  that 
source/'  In  that  view,  and  in  that  view 
alone,  could  the  messsge  from  his  Royal 
Highness  be  considered  a  proper  one  to 
that  House;  although  the  right  hon. 
member  for  Oxford  had  gone  a  great  deal 
further,  and  had  argued  the  question  on 
very  diSerent  grounds.  That  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  thought  it  necessary  to ' 
take  a  very  extensive  view  of  all  the  acts 
of  parliament  connected  with  the  subject, 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  powerful 
impression  on  the  feelings  of  the  House* 
He  had  performed  a  kind  of  sentimental 
journey  through  the  money  bills;  and 
bad  discovered  that  the  preamble  of  the 
first  act  in  the  present  reign  making  a  set- 
tlement of  revenue  on  bis  majesty  (although 
the  usual  preamble  on  such  occasions)  was 
one  of  the  most  beautiful,  classical,  and 
affecting  compositions  that  ever  emanated 
from apublic assembly.  He  (Mr.  Denman ) 
was  not  prepared  to  deny,  tnateven  in  the 
most  prosperous  times,  there  was  some- 
thing very  interesting  in  the  sacrifices 
made  by  a  great  and  libera]  people  to  the 
splendor  of  thefieimily  who  ruled  over  them. 
The  spectacle  was  still  more  affecting  of 
a  people  labouring  under  the  burthens  of 
a  long  and  expensive  war,  and  oppressed 
with  an  enormous  and  almost  intolerable 
taxation,  pressing  forward  with  the  strong- 
est feelings  of  loyalty  to  lay  their  hard 
earnings  at  the  foot  of  the  tnrone.  But 
it  was  surely  a  little  cruel,  that  because 
the  people  of  England,  losing  sight  of 
every  thing  but  their  affection  for  the 
Crown,  had  for  sixty  years  exhibited  to- 
wards the  royal  family  the  utmost  munifi- 
cence, they  should  therefore  be  considered 
bound  to  go  still  further;  that  their  ex- 
pressidns  of  attachment  should  be  con* 
verted   into   claims   upon   their   purae; 
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and  that,  at  a  time  when  the^  were 
nearly  overwhelmed  with  their  dimcultiesi 
they  should  be  expected  to  submit  to  an 
increase  of  their  burthens  for  the  purpose 
of  inducing  a  son  to  perform  the  most 
sacred  of  all  duties  to  an  aged  parent. 
The  right  hon.  member  for  the  university 
of  Oxford  had  talked  of  the  interesting 
terms  in  which  a  particular  preamble  was 
conceived ;  but  how  different  a  preamble 
must  be  devised,  if  the  present  proposi- 
tion should  be  carried  into  effect:  "For- 
asmuch aa  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God 
to  visit  his  majesty  witK  severe  indis- 
position ;  forasmuch  as  his  royal  high- 
ness the  duke  of  York  has  been  ap« 
pointed  to  the  care  of  his  majestv's  per- 
son on  account  of  the  affection  wnich  he 
is  known  to  entertain  towards  his  royal 
parent ;  forasmuch  as  on  former  occasions 
parliament  have  voted  large  sums  of 
money  to  the  royal  family  in  testimony  of 
their  loyalty  and  attachment ;  of  which 
as  his  Jkoyal  Highnesa  himself  now  re- 
ceives 60,000^  a-year  from  the  taxes ;  and 
whereas  the  people  are  already  oppressed 
with  burthens  beyond  their  bearing,— it  is 
therefore  expedient,  and  be  it  enacted, 
that  a  further  drain  should  be  made  on 
the  people  for  the  purpose  of  granting  to 
bisUoyal  Highness  an  addition^  allowance 
of  10,000/.  a-year  to  induce  his  Royal 
Highness  to  act  that  part  towards  an  aged 
and  afflicted  parent  of  which  duty  and 
the  ties  of  nature  demand  the  voluntary 
performance  at  his  hands."  In  fact, 
what  were  the  duties  which  his  Royal 
Highness  was  called  upon  to  discharge  ? 
Was  there  one  which  his  relation  as  son 
to  a  parent  did  not  impose  upon  him  i  It 
was  said  that  he  should  receive  a  salary 
for  the  anxiety,  responsibility,  and  ex- 
pense entailed  on  him  by  the  proposed 
office.  Was  such  anxiety  the  subject  of 
pecuniary  compensation  f  The  real  re- 
sponsibihty  rested  with  others ;  and  the 
expense  was  so  trifling,  that  it  was  almost 
an  insult  to  his  Royal  Highness  to  give  it 
a  moment's  consideration. 

The  only  argument  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced in  favour  of  the  proposed  grant 
was,  that  when  the  office  was  first  esta- 
blished in  1B12,  a  similar  grant  had  been 
voted  to  her  majesty  the  queen.  To  this 
he  could  only  say,  that  in  his  opinion  his 
right  hon.  friend  near  him  had  aone  him- 
self the  highest  honour,  and  had  evinced 
the  accustomed  superiority  of  his  judg- 
ment, by  opposing  the  grant  in  181^. 
The  House  toO|  had,  he  believed^  agreed 
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to  grant  that  sum  ia  1812,  not  on  any 
general  ground  of  its  propriety,  but  on 
account  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
her  majesty's  situation.  It  was  also  to 
be  considered,  that  the  country  was  at 
that  period  engaged  in  an  expensive  war 
which  was  carried  on  by  the  most  extra* 
ordinary  exertions,  and  that  it  was  forced 
to  lay  out  such  heavy  sums  every  day* 
that  10,000/.  was  felt  to  be  mere  dust  m 
the  balance,  compared  with  them.  But 
that  career  of  expense  was  at  an  end ; .  the 
Reckoning  was  on  the  table ;  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  parliament  not  only  to  see 
that  that  reckoning  was  paid,  but  also  to 
try  whether  the  Tosses  of  the  country 
could  not  be  repaired  by  economy.  Now 
was  the  time  for  the  House  vigilantly  to 
exercise  its  duty  as  guardian  of  the 
public  purse,  ana  to  take  care  that  not 
the  slightest  unnecessary  charge  should 
be  laid  on  the  people* 

The  House  were  told,  that  the  new 
duties  imposed  on  hia  Royal  Highness 
were  of  a  high  and  constitutional  nature. 
It  was  somewhat  singular,  that  they  had 
never  heard  of  those  high  and  important 
duties  before*  No  man  ever  thought  that 
her  majesty  was  performing  the  duties  of 
a  great  and  laborious  and  constitutional 
office  when  the  care  of  the  king  was  en- 
trusted to  her.  It  might  be  necessary  to 
use  great  caution  in  the  selection  of  per- 
sons for  the  administration  of  that  office, 
and  to  see  that  its  duties  were  properly 
discharged;  but  the  office  itself  was 
not  a  constitutional  one,  but  one  of  aifec- 
tion ;  its  duties  were  those  which  a  wife 
would  naturally  wish  to  perform  towards 
a  husband — they  were  those  which  a  son 
would  naturally  wish  to  perform  towards 
a  father.  But  the  House  were  told  of 
the  council  which  it  would  be  necessary 
for  his  Royal  Highness  to  consult  in  his 
office  ofcustoi  (Why  the  word  "  custos" 
was  used  on  the  occasion  he  knew  not» 
unless  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  conceal- 
ing a  false  character  under  a  learned 
name;  guardian  was  a  more  intelligible 
term ;  and  quite  as  expressive).  If  that 
argument  were  good  for  any  thing,  it 
went  to  show  that  the  council  ought  to 
be  paid— not  his  Royal  Highness.  The 
office  was  not  of  a  constitutional,  but  of  a 
domestic  character,  and  ought  above  all 
others  to  have  been  kept  aacred  from  the 
contamination  of  a  salary*  If  parliament 
bad  once  been  betrayed  into  the  grant  of  a 
salary  for  that  office,  when  it  wa$  proposed 
to  devolve  it  on  another  person^  that  did 
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not  conititiUe  an  adequate  reason  for  con- 
tinutog  80  unjuttifiaUe  an  expeoditure  of 
Ihe  public  money*  The  present  was  not 
a  time  favourable  for  perseverance  in' 
profusion.  So  far  from  there  betnt;  any 
inconsistency  in  the  conduct  of  the  House 
in  refusing  the  proposed  grant,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  .the  question,  whether 
the  money  should  be  granted  or  not,  was 
peculiarly  open  at  that  time.  The  former 
question  was  confined  to  the  privy  purse, 
and  he  agreed  with  the  noble  lord  (lord 
Compton),  that  any  man  who  doubted 
the  nght  of  imposing  the  burden  on  that 
purse,  was  justified  in  not  voting  for  the 
motion  of  his  right  hon*  friend.  If  any 
honourable  member  thought  the  privy 
purse  was  private  property,  that  might  be 
a  very  good  reason  for  his  refusal  to 
assent  to  the  motion  of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  but  it  would  not  justify  him  in 
throwing  the  burden  on  the  people.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  privy  purse, 
the  noble  lord  nad  gainejd  his  object.  The 
present  question  did  not  risk  that  spoils* 
tion  of  private  property,  that  robbery 
of  our  afBicted  monarch,  of  which  no  much 
bad  been  said.  It  was  no  longer  ne- 
cessary to  call  on  the  House  to  resist  the 
attempta  at  depredation  of  an  infamous 
minority,  contemptible  in  numbers,  rank, 
property,  and  tsieqt,  and  so  lost  to  cha- 
racter, as  to  have  no  interest  in  upholding 
the  principles  which  bound  society  toge- 
ther, and  to  be  ready  to  trample  on  all 
the  Isws  of  property  for  the  sake  of  the 
most  trifling  advantage— ready,  without 
the  altfllstest  remorse,  to  commit  a  viola- 
lion  oa  private  property  for  the  sake  of 
lO.OOQi.  a  yeart 

There  WouJd  therelore  be  no  incoo- 
aistency  in  voting  with  the  noble  lord  on 
die  former  occasron,  and  resistiag  the  prfr- 
aent  propodtion.  But  let  not  hen*  mem- 
bers flatter  themselves  that  due  would  be 
the  beat  mode  of  obtaining  popularity.  He 
firmly  believed,  with  the  hon.  member  for 
Bristol,  that  it  was  unpopular  to  oppose 
the  grant  of  so  trifling  a  aura  to  a  mem- 
•ber  of  the  royal  family,  and  that  tliMe 
who  would  buy  popularity  at  the  ex- 
]iense  of  principle,  would  act  wisely  by 
apeaking  in  favour  of  such  grants.  He 
was  persuaded  that  no  measure  was  more 
likely  to  acquire  tp  those  who  supported 
it,  vulgar  populari^-^the  favour  of  the 
mob-— than  a  grant  of  money  to  the  royal 
&niily.  He  thought  tlie  hon.  member 
for  Galway  perfectly  correct,  when  he 
«aid,  that  if  jte  j^roMlioawera  made  tp 


the  mob  before  the  hustings  at  Covent- 
garden,  they  would  at  once  grant  the 
money  to  his  Royal  Highness.  There 
were  no  measures  better  calculated  for 
the  attainment  of  vulgar  popularity,  than 
resistance  to  the  Catholic  claims  ( the  cry 
against  which  had  once  been  so  suc- 
cessful), and  grants  of  money  to  the  royal 
family;  and  no  honourable  meml>er» 
whose  object  was  that  kind  of  popula- 
rity, could  speculate  better  than  by  ex- 
citing clamour  against  those  who  refused 
trifling  grants  to  the  royal  family,  and  those 
who  were  anxious  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Catholic  emancipation.  The  determi- 
nation of  the  minority  in  that  House  on 
the  present  occasion,  might  perhaps  bring 
down  an  additional  cloud  of  unpopularity 
on  the  heads  of  the  Whigs.  That,  how- 
ever, was  a  matter  of  comparatively  little 
consequence.  The  path  of  duty  was 
straight  and  obvious. 

Though  10,000/.  might  be  termed  a 
trifling  sum,  hardly  worth  debating 
about,  yet  no  sum  could  justly  be  consi- 
dered as  trifling,  which  the -chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  would  find  the  utmost  dif- 
ficulty in  raising  by  taxation.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  the  revenue  of  last 
year  fell  short  of  the  expenditure  by  four- 
teen millions.  It  was  a  subject  of  con- 
gratulation, that  the  prosperous  state  of 
the  country  was  in  some  respects  return- 
ing, and  some  reductions  had  certainly 
taken  place ;  but  could  any  man  expect 
the  combined  operation  of  growing  proa* 
pericy  and  increased  eeonomy  to  diminish 
that  deficiency  by  one  half?  And  if  the 
expenditure  was  to  exceed  the  revenue  by 
seven  millions,whatacondition  was  that  for 
the  country  to  be  in  after  five  years  of 
peace  I  But  even  were  the  right  hon.  th^ 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  te  tell  the 
House  that  the  revenue  was  equal  to  all 
the  demands  upon  it,  this  question  would 
then  force  itself  upon  them— ^.'  What  are 
the  taxes  which  ought  to  be  abandoned  V^ 
He  was  sure  there  was  not  an  honourable 
gentleman  who  heard  him  that  would  not 
allow  there  were  many  taxes,  the  conti- 
nued existence  of  whidi  was  a  dbgrace  ta 
the  legislature,  and  which  ought  therefore 
to  be  repealed  at  the  venr  ^tA  possible 
moment  8udi  were  the  oavo/or^ifi  stamp 
duties,  the  legacy  duties,  drc  which  began 
with  the  war,  and  ought  to  have  oeaaad 
with  it,  and  which  were  directly  hoattle 
to  the  industry  and  oommeroe  of  the 
nation.  It  was  true  the  sum  was  com^ 
paratively  sBudl ;  but  whM  tjiere  waaibe 
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leait  prosipecfc  or  means  of  enforcing  the 
principle  of  economy,  it  ought  to  be 
resolutely  maintained.  Economy  must 
be  enforced  in  many  other  instancesi  in 
order  to  render  it  availing ;  but  if  the 
House  yielded  the  principle  in  one  case, 
they  would  increase  the  difficulty  of  adher* 
ing  to  it  in  every  other.  Instead  of  enter- 
ing the  House  with  high  and  heroic  pro- 
fessions of  loyalty,  the  proposers  of  this 
'measure  ought  to  be  aware  that  the  sub- 
ject was  one  of  a  much  more  sombre  cast. 
While  parliament  was  discussing  grants 
of  thousands  to  royal  dukes,  the  questions 
without  doors  were,  *^  How  many  more 
paupers  must  be  consigned  to  our  work- 
houses—how much  more  of  misery  and 
crime  must  exist—in  what  degree  must 
we  add  to  the  contamination  of  our 
crouded  gaols  V*  It  was  for  the  House  of 
Oommons  to  set  their  face  against  the 
proposal,  and  make  a  firm  and  constitu- 
tional stand  against  every  invasion  of 
the  great  principle  of  economy.  Allu* 
ston  had  naturally  been  made,  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  to  what  the  feelings 
of  his  majesty  would  have  been,  could 
he  have  anticipated  the  present  circum- 
stances. He  could  not  help  thinking  that 
if,  in  the  days  of  his  health,  the  venerable 
monarch  had  foreseen  his  country's  glory, 
and  the  enormous  sacrifices  bv  which  that 
glory  had  been  acquired— *if  he  had  fore- 
seen the  burthens,  the  triumphs,  and  the 
fame  of  the  country  over  which  he  had 
Tuled  so  long— he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  his  language  would  have  been— 
^  For  myself  and  my  familv,  whom  you 
have  provided  for  so  liberally,  whom  you 
have  treated  so  munificently,  I  can  take 
nothing;  but  for  God's  sake  spare  my 
people,  spare  those  who  have  done  and 
suffered  so  much  for  me :  they  deserve  it 
for  their  noble  conduct  in  the  war  that  is 
concluded,  and  thev  require  it,  that  thev 
mav  not  be  disabled  firom  meeting  fresh 
dimcultiea  if  they  arise,  and  making  all 
exertions  that  mav  be  necessary  for  the 
-glory  and  independence  of  the  country." 
•Sucn  would  have  been  the  sentiments  of 
our  patriotic  king;  such  must  be  the 
aentinents  of  those  who  exercised  the 
aovereigo  power  in  his  name  and  on  his 
behalf;  and  of  all  the  members  of  his 
iUustrioos  fiuouly.  The  royal  duke  in  par- 
ticular, for  whom  the  present  grant  is 
proposed^  if  left  to  his  own  magnanimous 
reflections,  would  have,  consulted  his 
feslinga  and  character  by  a  communica- 
|ioft  lae .  rwj  reverse  or  that  which  had 
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been  made  from  him:  he  would  have 
declared,  «  It  is  for  Parliament  to  ex- 
plain and  decide  upon  their  own  acts ; 
and  if  they  shall  determine  that  the  privy 
purse  is  not  liable  to  pay  what  money 
they  may  be  disposed  to  grant,  at'  least 
let  not  the  public  burdens  be-  increased 
for  me."  Such  sentiments  he  in  his  soul 
believed  would  have  been  the  rule  of  con* 
duct  in  the  quarter  he  alluded  to,  had  not 
liis  Royal  Highness  been  deluded  by  the 
strange  and  inflated  statements  made  in 
that  House  respecting  the  flouriabing 
state  of  the  country,  which  it  was  impos- 
sible  to  hear  without  astonishment  and 
disgust.  ^  The  House  ought  no  longer  to 
be  deceived.  If  they  were  to  go  on, 
piling  expense  on  expense  in  a  time  of 
peace,  the  consequences  must  be  fatal 
to  the  country.  It  was  the  dnty  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  act  with  firmness 
on  the  occasion,  the  first  which  had 
arisen  for  bringing  to  a  test  the  sin- 
cerity  of  their  professions  of  economy. 
To  agree  to  the  proposed  grant  would 
be  disgraceful  to  them,  and  a  matter 
of  reproach  to  the  royal  duke  who  wu 
the  object  of  it.  To  refuse  it  would 
be  to  sustain  their  character  with  the 
nation,  and  to  protect  even  the  royal 
family  itself  from  the  effects  of  the  ex- 
travagance of  the  present  administni* 
tion. 

Mr  Peel,  as  he  had  been  yery  pointedly 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
who  had  just  sat  down,  begged  to  be  iiw 
dulged  with  a  very  few  words,  in  notice  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  f^eotleman'sextempo* 
raneous  effusion.  The  hon.  and  learned 
member,  however,  must  recollect thatitwaa 
not  every  one  who  had  the  advantage  of 
three  days  to  make  a  reply.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  quarrelled  with  his  re- 
ference to  the  acts  of  parliament  on  this 
subject,  and  had  talked  of  his  making  a 
sort  of  sentimental  journey  through  the 
statute  book.  Now,  he  could  only  say* 
that  if  it  was  to  be  called  a  journey,  it 
was  one  which  he  had  made  in  company 
wiUi  some  of  the  hon.  and  learned  mem* 
ber*s  friends,  to  whom  he  referred  hira 
as  having  led  the  way.  But  it  seemed^that 
even  the  hon.  and  learned  member  himsdf 
had  not  thought  the  journey  unpleasant. 
as  he  had  gone  some  part  of  the  same  way 
and  treated  the  House  with  a  preamble  of 
his  own. 

A  Member,  whoae  name  we  eould  not 
learn,  said,  that  the  ptify  piine  had  ap- 
peared to  hin  t#  be  the  proper  aooree 
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ttom  wfakh  to  takt  thu  grant,  and  there- 
fore be  had  supported  the  amendment  on 
ft  former  night.  But  he  had  never  doubted 
die  propriety  of  granting  the  sum  itself, 
and  therefore  he  should  now  support  the 
resolution.  The  House  had  no  right  to 
call  upon  any  individual,  in  any  station  of 
life,  to  perform  a  duty  without  assigning 
an  adequate  remuneration;  and  he  felt 
that  he  could  be  chsrged  with  no  incon* 
•istency  in  supporting  the  grant  on  the 
present  occasion,  although  he  had  voted 
on  the  previous  night  that  it  should  be 
taken  from  the  privy  purse.  If  he  had 
gained  anyf  popularity  by  the  former  vote, 
be  might  now  lose  it ;  but  he  was  careless 
as  to  the  consequences  while  he  acted 
according,  to  the  dictates  of  his  reason 
and  conscience.  He  allowed,  that  in  the 
present  state  of  the  country,  every  far- 
thing that  could  be  saved  ought  to  be 
saved ;  but  would  any  man  assert  that  a 
great  reduction  had  not  been  made  in  the 
expenditure,  so  as  to  enable  the  country 
easily  to  sustain  this  small  additional  bur* 
then  ?  The  sum  of  10,0002.  could  not  be 
considered  an  extravagant  grant;  either 
that  sum  should  be  given  or  nothing. 

Mr.  Martin^  of  Galway,  said,  he  had 
but  one  sentence  to  utter  in  explanation ; 
if  he  made  it  two,  it  would  be  one  too 
much.  He  begged  to  state,  that,  in  the 
committee  he  bad  not  said  that  he  would 
leave  the  vote  to  the  decision  of  the  rab- 
ble at  Covent-gsrden ;  he  stated  that  he 
would  address  himself  to  the  population 
of  Enffland  and  Ireland  from  the  hust- 
ings ;  he  did  not  mean  the  mob— he  meant 
the  nobility,  not  the  mobility— the  nobility 
ftnd  gentry  of  the  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  as  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
rank  and  property  of  the  united  kingdom. 
He  would  scorn  to  address  the  rabble — 
the  ragged  rabble.  If  new  duties  were 
east  upon  the  duke  of  York,  was  it  fair  to 
expect  that  he  should  discharge  them  for 
nothing?  Ought  the  House  to  permit 
him  to  discbarge  them  for  nothing  r  He 
would  put  a  case  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentlemn.  Suppose  he  were  to  find,  on 
searching  some  musty  record,  that  he  was 
beir  to  a  peerage,  and  wished  to  have  his 
claim  asserted  by  counsel,  would  not  all 
his  learned  friends  reply,  **  Oh  f  my  dear 
air,  we  can  take  no  fee  from  you  V*  And 
would  not  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
replv,  *<  Oh !  my  dear  sir,  but  you  must, 
for  I  can  very  well  afford  to  pay  it  ?"  He 
would  insist  upon  paying  all  that  could  be 
expected*    This  was  exactly  umilar  to 


the  ease  of  the  duke  of  York.  The 
country  could  afford  to  pay  the  10,0002., 
and  on  the  part  of  his  constituenU  he 
freely  gave  it. 

Mr.  Bemal  said,  that  without  any 
anxiety  to  catch  at  the  favour  of  the  po- 
pulace, he  felt  justly  solicitous  to  earn 
that  favourable  opinion  of  the  public  which 
was  generally  the  reward  of  a  conscienti- 
ous performance  of  public  duty.  I'be 
question  before  the  House  was  one  on 
which  he  thought  the  people  had  come  to 
a  decision  very  different  from  what  an 
hon.  member  imagined.  It  was  not  ft 
question  of  the  pounds,  shillings,  or 
pence  in  the  grant,  but  whether  the  prin- 
ciple of  economy,  which  the  House  pro* 
fessed,  was  merely  to  be  embraced  in 
theory,  and  to  be  rejected  in  every  in- 
stance that  it  was  to  be  applied  to  practice. 
They  now  heard,  for  the  first  time,  that 
this  sum  of  10,000/.  was  to  be  considered 
as  the  salary  of  the  new  office  of  castas 
persfoncs.  By  referring  to  the  52nd  of 
the  king  they  would  see  in  the  preamble, 
that  a  similar  sum  was  granted  to  the 
queen,  not  as  a  reward  for  duties  to  be 
performed,  but  to  meet  increased  expenses 
to  which  she  would  be  exposed.  They 
had  not  now  heard  it  attempted  to  bo 
proved,  what  new  expenses  were  thrown 
upon  the  duke  of  York,  and  the  grant  was 
defended  as  a  salary.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  and  others  who  had  supported 
the  amendment  ontheformernight,  by  pro* 
posing  to  take  the  sum  of  10,000/.  a  year 
from  the  priv^  purse,  had  not  precluded 
themselves  from  opposing  the  grant  if 
they  were  driven  to  do  so.  They  natu- 
rally wished  to  avoid  putting  the  duke  of 
York  in  the  situation  of  a  claimant  for  a 
paltry  sum  from  the  public,  by  granting  him 
a  remuneration  out  of  a  fund  which  might 
without  injustice  have  been  so  applied. 
But  if  he  hsdbeen  so  ill-advised  as  to  reject 
a  grant  from  that  source,  the  House  was 
bound  to  do  its  dutv«  As  a  representa- 
tive, not  of  the  city  he  had  the  honour  to 
sit  for,  but  of  the  whole  kingdom,  he  de- 
clared that  he  should  not  think  he  had 
done  bis  duty,  if  he  did  not  reject  the 
grant  which,  if  carried,  would  weaken 
the  best  cement  of  the  throne-*-the  confi- 
dence of  a  thinking  and  powerful  nation. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Cooper  said,  that  the  House 
had  not  met  for  the  purpose  of  imposing 
burthens  on  the  people,  but  rather  to 
consider  in  what  manner  a  part  of  the 
funds  put  at  their  disposal  by  the  death  of 
her  majesty  might  be  appliea.    They  bad 
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before  determined  that  the  privj  purse 
wiis  not  the  fund  from  whicn  the  custos 
should  be  remunerated :  they  were  now 
called  upon  to  decide  whether  he  should 
be  remunerated  at  all*  He  could  not 
help  feeling  that  the  most  ample  provision 
should  be  made  for  this  and  the  other  parts 
of  the  Windsor  establishment.  When 
they  considered  his  majesty  as  a  man 
aged,  afflicted,  destitute,  they  would  wish 
him  to  be  surrounded  with  every  comfort 
^^-o when  they  considered  him  as  their  king, 
they  would  wish  him  to  continue  invested 
with  dignity  and  splendor*-but  when 
they  reflected  also  that  he  was  an  exceK 
lent  man  and  an  excellent  king,  that  his 
reign  had  been  marked  with  glory,  and 
his  life  illustrated  by  the  practice  of  every 
virtue,  they  should  not  withhold  from  him 
a  tribute  of  the  affections  of  a  loyal  and 
grateful  people.  He  therefore  hoped 
that  the  motion  of  which  an  hon.  member 
had  given  notice,  for  restoring  the  two 
equerries,  would  be  agreed  to,  and  that 
his  majesty  would  be  surrounded  by 
every  testimony  of  their  veneration,  till 
he  was  removed  to  a  higher  and  better 
kingdom, 

Mr.  t/.  Gordon  commenced  a  speech  in 
support  of  the  grant,  by  observing,  that 
he  would  make  no  professions,  because 
they  were  generally  understood  to  mean 
nothing ;  but  the  hon.  gentleman  spoke  in 
80  low  a  tone,  that  we  could  catch  only 
fragments  of  sentences^  We  understood 
him  to  say,  that  he  thought  the  sum  rea- 
sonable on  account  of  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  the  duties  of  the  custox* 

Mr.  W*  Williams  hoped  that  the  House 
would  bear  with  him,  while,  for  the  first 
time,  he  ofered  a  few  observations  to 
their  notice*  He  could  not  entirely  con- 
cur with  any  gentleman  who  had  yet 
spoken.  The  question  in  no  way  de- 
pended  upon  the  love  and  esteem  the 
House  bore  for  his  majesty's  person.  He 
was  well  convinced  that  the  nation  would 
make  any  sacrifice  if  it  could  contribute 
to  the  personal  comfort  of  their  afflicted 
monarch,  but  it  was  most  |>repo8terotis  to 
argue  tliat  the  grant  of  10,000/.  a  year  to 
the  duke  of  York  would  in  any  way  con- 
tribute to  the  king*s  personal  comforts. 
Those  who  so  contended,  in  fact  as* 
serted,  that  the  duke  of  York  would  be 
more  attentive  to  his  aged  and  benighted 
parent  in  proportion  to  the  amount  he 
received  for  those  attentions.  This  was* 
an  imputatioQ  that  could  not  be  merited : 
fent,  indeedy  the  vbole  discussion  seemed 
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ealcalated  to  lessen-  thfc  respeet  of  the 
people  for  the  ibyal  flmiiiy  placed  over 
them.  He  could  not  agree,  that  by  any 
act  of  parliament,  maeb  less  by  the  S9th 
and  40th  of  the  king,  the  priVy  parse  had 
been  made  private  and  untangible  pro- 
perty ;  if  it  were,  what  right  had  parlia- 
ment, in  1812,  to  impose  new  burthens 
upon  it  ?  This  answer  was  decisive.  He 
was  by  no  means  disposed  to  concur  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Wind- 
sor establishment :  he  highly  disapproved 
of  many  parts  of  it,  and  he  had  read  with 
disgust  the  minutiae  in^rted  relating  to 
the  royal  ^household.  What  had  the  na* 
tion  to  do  with  the  kitchen  or  the  clothes 
of  his  majesty  ?  What  effect  could  such 
details  produce  hut  that  of  lessening  the 
royal  dignity  in  the  eyes  of  the  public? 
He  sincerely  wished  that  the  House  could 
retrace  its  steps  in  this  respect,  and  vote 
the  whole  sum  for  the  Windsor  establish- 
ment  in  one  mass,  to  be  Iprivately  appor- 
tioned. It  was  not  without  ^eep  regret 
that  he  entered  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  question  now  before  the  House;  he 
wished  it  had  been  avoided ;  but  since  it 
was  here,  it  •most  be  decided*  By  re« 
ferring  to  the  printed  debates  of  1812,  it 
would  be  found,  that  even  at  that  time 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  not 
proposed  the  grant  of  10,000^.  to  the 
queen,  without  an  apology  for  the  large- 
ness of  the  sum.  Yet  a  more  sincere 
lover  of  his  king  and  country  could  net  be 
found  than  the  late  Mr.  Perceval.  lf» 
then,  at  that  period,  the  minister  himself 
thought  10,000/  too  much,  it  became  the 
House  to  determine  with  caution  whet  ft 
ought  now  to  assign  to  the  dake  of  York, 
as  faithful  guardians  of  the  national  purse. 
He  could  not  persuade  himself  that 
10.000/.  was  the  proper  amount;  nor 
could  he  be  satisfied  if  nothing  were  given* 
It  had  been  said  on  a  former  oiglit»  Chat 
in  questions  of  this  kind,  if  any  doubt  ex- 
isted, the  benefit  of  it  ought  to begiven 
to  the  Crown.  He  was  quite  of  a  different 
opinion ;  for  if  any  doubt  existed,  it  ought 
unquestionably  to  be  given  in  favour  of 
the  people.  He  was,  therefore,  on  these 
various  grounds,  disposed  to  steer  a 
middle  course ;  and  whether  he  was  or 
was  not  supported,  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  move  an  amendment,  by  leaving 
out  ••  10,000/.,"  and  inserting  "  5,000/.*' 
instead  thereof. 

/  Mr.  ZA)ng  Welleiley  thought  he  should 
be  guilty  of  a  gross  dereliction  of  public 
duty,  and  a  great  violation  of  public  bo-> 
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Hour,  a  he  Bgreed  to  (he  motion.^  He 
would  not  be  delerrlBd  6y  eny  ezpresAons 
which  ttigbt  be  used  irofta  any  purt  of  the 
House  from  taking  that  line  i^hich  he 
thought  proper.  He  agreed  verj  much 
in  the  view  taken  of  this  subject  by  the 
hon.  member  who  had  just  sat  down. 
Looking  to  the  reductions  effected  in  the 
"Windsor  establishment*  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  express  his  astontithment  at 
fibding  their  amount  so  small.  With 
that  hon.  member  be  looked  with  a  feel- 
ing of  extreme  disgust  at  the  manner  in 
which  those  retrenchments  had  been  con- 
ducted ;  they  had  been  made  on  no  one 
fair  or  solid  principle  of  public  economy. 
If  the  sum  of  10,000/.  was  considered  as 
too  much  fbr  the  duke  of  York,  what 
could  be  said  of  the  6,200/.  appointed  for 
carriages  and  horses?  The  sum  of 
tO,OCtO/.  appeared  to  him  to  be  too  great, 
|»articularly  as  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer in  1812,  on  the  establishment  of 
the  situation,  said,  that  it^was  given  to  the 
queen  for  other  purposes.  He  would 
yote  for  any  sum  which  a  fair  and  just 
economy  would  think  proper;  but  doubt- 
ed whether  the  sum  of  10,000/.  ought  to 
be  considered  as  for  the  expenses  of  tra- 
velling to  Windsor.  He  begged  to  be 
understood  not  to  give  his  vote  as  against 
hia  royal  highness  personally,  or  any 
other  member  of  the  royal  family ;  but 
itanditig  there  as  he  did,  an  unbiassed  and 
indepertdent  member  of  parliament,  he 
thooght  k  hift  duty  to  stand  between  the 
people  and  am  Uofiiir  and  exorbitant 
grant* 

Lord  E^rington  sliid,  that  although  he 
was  conscious  of  his  inability  to  make  any 
material  addition  to  the  arguments  which 
had  been  already  adduced  in  support  of 
his  view  of  the  subject,  especially  after 
the  eminently  able  speeches  of  the  two 
distinguished  legal  gentlemen  (Messrs. 
Scarlett  and  Denman)  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  state  the  grounds  upon  which  he  meant 
to  vote  on  this  (question.  He  maintained, 
that  the  conclusion  on  the  other  aide  was 
incorrect,  that  because  the  gentlemen 
with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  act  had, 
on  a  former  night,  voted  that  the  10,000/. 
a  year  proposed  to  be  granted  to  the 
cuifos  persona  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
privy  purse,  it  was  therefore  to  be  argued, 
that  they  recognised  the  propriety  of  that 
grant,  or  were  pledged  to  support  it.  The 
line  oJF  argument,  indeed,  pursued  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  fully  guarded,  he  thought, 
i^inat  any  such  conclusion.    For  the 
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substance  of  that  arguineht  was,  that  if 
any  additiohal  expense  should  be  incurred 
by  the  individual  apfiointed  to  superin- 
tend the  care  of  the  kihg's  person,  that 
expense  ought  to  be  defraved  out  of  the 
privy  purse  of  his  majesty.  But  thertf 
was  no  admission,  either  direct  or  implied, 
that  any  such  expense  would  necessarily 
arise.  His  right  hon.  friend  had  very 
properly  argued,  that  any  such  expense 
should  be  paid  out  of  the  private  funds  of 
the  king,  and  he  (lord  E.)  was  confident, 
that  if  such  an  arrangement  were  made, 
and  any  lucid  interval  should  occur  to  his 
majesty,  he  would  express  the  gratifica* 
tion  of  his  feelings  that  his  private  pro- 
perty was  do  appropriated,  instead  of 
having  any  expense  mcurred  by  his  son 
for  the  care  of  his  person,  saddled  upon 
the  public  purse,  in  addition  to  all  thtf 
burthens  which  it  was  condemned  to  de« 
fray.  His  majesty  would,  he  had  nd 
doubt,  in  such  an  event,  be  extremely 
discontented  with  the  ministers,  who  had 
thus  dragged  his  favourite  son  into  public 
discussion  upon  such  a  subject.  Those  mi- 
nisters had,  indeed,  incurred  a  very  seri- 
ous responsibility  by  such  conduct ;  for 
they  had  hazarded  the  popularity  of  a  most 
meritorious  individual.  The  merits  of 
the  duke  of  York  were  universally  ac- 
knowledged, and  especially  in  his  hieh 
station  as  commander  in  chief,  in  which  he 
had,  during  a  period  of  peculiar  difficulty 
conducted  himself  with  peculiarcredit.  His 
friends,  therefore,  and  the  friends  of  the 
royal  family  in  genera],  had  great  reason 
to  complain  of  those  who  had  obtruded  a 
proposition  upon  the  Hoiise  which  was 
to  unhappily  calculated  to  depreciate  the 
character  of  his  Royal  Highness.  The 
precedent  as  to  the  allowance  to  the  queen 
was,  in  his  opinion,  in  no  degree  applicable 
to  this  case,  and  still  less  was  the  propo- 
sition of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Robinsonj  admissible,  that  the  House 
was  callea  upon  in  this  case  to  establish 
a  precedent  for  the  grant  of  10,000/.  a 
year  to  any  future  custos  persona.  The 
noble  lord  concluded  with  exprcbsing  hit 
intention  to  vote,  not  only  against  the  ori* 
ginal  motion,  but  against  the  amendment. 
Mr.  S.  Cocks  regretted  that  the  name 
of  the  duke  of  York  should  have  been 
brought  so  often  before  the  Hottse.  The 
situation  of  cnstos  was  a  great  public  office, 
in  which  there  were  great  public  duties  to 
perform.  The  House  and  the  countrr 
were  bound  to  take  care  of  his  majestjra 
person ;  and  were  also  bound  to  appoint 
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a  special  penoa  to  have  the  Buperiotend- 
ance  of  his  majesty^s  coDcerns  and  tha 
care  of  his  person.  The  parliament 
thought  the  queen  during  her  life  was  the 
person  best  fitted  for  the  situation.  The 
ctutoi  persona  was  a  great  public  officer, 
who  deserved  remuneration  for  perform- 
ing the  duties  of  a  situation  of  great  trust 
and  responsibility.  What  would  be  the 
feelings  of  the  House,  if  a  private  indivi- 
dual was  appointed  to  the  situation? 
Would  they  not  pay  him?  Certainly 
they  would.  The  duke  of  York»  there- 
fore, considered  as  a  private  person,  de- 
served the  grant  which  was  proposed  to 
be  given  to  him.  The  hon.  member  said, 
he  was  far  from  being  desirous  of  wasting 
the  public  money,  but  he  could  not  think 
that  this  grant  could  tend  to  produce  that 
effect. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Harvey^  considering  the 
distressed  state  of  the  country,  could  not 
consent  to  a  needless  and  wanton  expen- 
diture of  the  public  money.  If  he  felt 
satisfied,  that  tne  office  of  custom  required 
the  salary  of  10,000/.  a-year  on  the  part 
of  the  duke  of  York,  that  is,  that  it  made 
the  additional  expense  absolutely  neces- 
sary, no  man  would  more  cheerfully  grant 
it  than  himself.  For  what  were  they  call- 
ed upon  to  sanction  such  a  grant?  To 
S've  dignity  to  the  office?  No.  The 
ouse  never  intended  that  the  sum  of 
10,000/.  should  be  expended  to  give  addi- 
tional lustre  to  the  duke  of  Yot^.  Some 
Sentlemen  had  recommended  to  make  a 
istinction  between  the  office  and  the  per- 
son who  held  it.  That  he  thought  impos- 
sible. In  the  occupancy  of  the  office,  we 
could  never  forget  that  his  royal  highness 
was  invested  with  that  office,  and  that  his 
Royal  Highness  was  the  son  of  the  king. 
The  hon.  member  wished  that  ministers 
had  favoured  the  House  with  an  estimate 
of  the  supposed  expenses  incurred  by  the 
duke  of  lork  for  this  extra  exercise  of 
filial  duty.  If  they  had  ventured  upon 
such  a  curious  calculation,  the  items 
would  be  found  consolidated  into  one 
general  sum — ^the  expense  of  post-hire 
from  London  to  Windsor !  In  viewing  the 
Tarious  offices  of  his  Royal  Highness,  he 
could  not  forget  that  the  duke,  besides  his 
18,000/.  a-year,  was  commander-in-chief, 
with  all  its  emoluments,  and  that  he  also 
received  a  considerable  sum  from  the 
droiU  of  Admiralty.  The  10,000/.  a- 
year  could  not  therefore  add  to  his  dig- 
nity or  splendor.  It  was  degrading  to  the 
royal  family  to  say  that  th^  office  would 


Windsor  EstailishminL 


[681 


receive  its  dignity  from  the  amount  of  the 
sum  to  be  granted,  and  not  from  the  im» 
portance  of  the  office  itself.  For  the 
same  reason  that  he  objected  to  the  sum 
of  10,000/.  as  a  remuneration  to  the  royal 
duke,  he  should  object  to  the  proposed 
reduction  of  it  to  5,000/.  It  was  disgust- 
ing to  read  the  printed  details  of  several 
items  in  the  proposed  establishment  at 
Windsor,  and  he  thought  that  it  must  be* 
in  like  manner  extremely  unpleasant  to 
cause  an  exact  account  to  be  made  out 
of  the  various  minute  expenses  which 
might  arise  to  the  royal  duke  in  passing 
from  Oatlands  to  Windsor,  in  order  to 
discharge  the  duty  of  custos  persona  to 
his  majesty.  And  yet,  in  order  to  form 
a  just  estimate  of  the  sum  which  should 
be  granted  for  these  expenses,  such  an 
account  ought  to  be  made  out  and  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  if  the  attempt  should 
be  persisted  in,  of  throwing  that  expense 
on  the  civil  list  [Much  coughing.1  Ho 
was  about  to  sit  down ;  but  before  he  did 
so,  he  must  say,  that  he  would  alwaya 
construe  such  coughs  into  cheers. 

Mr.  Wynn  did  not  think  that  this  was  a 
proper  time  to  mix  up  in  the  question  tho 
considerations  of  what  was  given  to  the 
royal  Duke  as  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army.  The  word  salary  had  now  been 
introduced  for  the  first  time,  in  examining 
the  provision  which  should  be  made  for 
the  custos  of  his  majesty's  person.  It 
would  have  shocked  their  feelings,  if,  at 
the  time  when  the  appointment  of  a  custot 
was  first  introduced,  a  salary  bad  been 
proposed  for  her  majesty.  Mr.  Perceval^ 
on  that  occasion,  as  an  inducement  for  the 
House  to  comply  in  voting  the  sum  which 
he  proposed  tor  the  custosy  said,  that  it 
was  to  be  considered  that  the  queen 
would  not  lead  a  life  of  seclusion,,  and 
would  be  subject  to  many  expenses  be- 
sides those  which  were  merely  incidental 
to  the  office.  For  his  part,  he  (Mr.  W.) 
gave  his  vote  on  that  occasion  for  the  in- 
creased grant,  on  the  consideration  that  it 
was  not  merely  for  the  expense  of  the 
custos.  If  he  had  been  deceived,  it  was 
by  the  declaration  which  had  been  made. 
He  thought,  however,  that  the  House  did 
right  in  giving  credit  to  the  declaration, 
because,  if,  in  consequence  of  ill-health* 
her  majesty  had  been  obliged  to  go  to 
Weymouth,  or  Bath,  there  would  have 
been  a  considerable  addition  of  expense. 
What  was  the  next  change  I  When,  from 
ilMiealth,  it  became  evident  that  her  ma- 
jesty could  not  continue  the  duty,  it  waa 
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cast  upon  the  council,  and  then,  although 
it  waa  attended  with  much  inconvenience 
and  expense  to  them,  yet  it  was  not  pro- 
posed  to  give  them  one  shilling.  He 
wished  that  no  application  had  been  made 
to  the  House  on  the  present  occasion; 
but  if  thev  were  to  go  into  the  details  of 
the  question,  they  should  consider  it  as 
a  salary,  or  take  the  expenses  altogether. 
With  his  feelings  on  the  subject,  the  sum 
originally  proposed  appeared  to  him  so 
much  more  than  what  could  be  justified 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  be 
found  it  impossible  to  give  his  assent  to 
the  proposed  grant  of  10,00(tf.  to  his  Royal 
Highness. 

Mr.  Bathurst  wished  to  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  gentlemen,  that  the  royal 
duke,  in  his  situation  of  custoSf  became 
ao  officer  of  tlie  public,  and  therefore  de- 
served remuneration  for  his  services.  His 
Ro^^al  Highness  had  not  solicited  this  ad- 
ditional public  duty ;  it  was  imposed  upon 
him  by  an  act  of  parliament.  The  ques* 
tion  was  a  question  of  money— how  much 
might  be  saved  by  a  refusal  of  the  pro- 
posed grant.  The  sum  of  10,000/.  was 
proposed  on  the  one  side  of  the  House, 
and  5,000/,  on  the  other.  For  his  part, 
he  would  support  the  former  sum.  If  his 
Aoyal  Highness  deserved  any  salary  or 
compensation,  10,000/.  was  not  too  much. 

Lord  Carhampton  said,  that  he  rose  with 
reluctance  to  offer  opposition  to  any  grant 
to  any  branch  of  the  royal  family,  much 
more  to  the  illustrious  commander  in  chief. 
But  that  feeling  would  not  prevent  him 
from  discharging  his  duty  as  an  inde- 
pendent member  of  thnt  House,  or  dis- 
suade him  from  resisting,  as  far  as  his  in- 
dividual efforts  could  extend,  that  most 
unprincipled,  unfeeling,  audacious  (he 
was  about  to  use  another  epithet)  demand 
upon  the  public  purse.  In  opposing  that 
attempt  on  the  public,  or  rather  the  rapacity 
of  those  who  wanted  to  pay  court  to  the 
royal  family,  he  felt  he  best  evinced  his 
respectful  and  loyal  attachment  to  the 
Crown,  for  he  was  convinced  that  the 
attempt  was  made  more  to  serve  the  views 
of  the  courtiers  than  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  the  monarchy  itself.  In  the 
last  session  the  ministers  endeavoured  to 
obtain  a  grant  for  the  royal  family,  which 
the  House  of  Commons  refused.  After 
that  failure,  they  roust  be  aware  that  if 
they  did  not  succeed  in  the  present  in- 
aCance,  out  they  must  go.  It  was  most 
probable,  therefore,  that  as  they  feared 
sbey  ahoiild  now  walk  out^  they  were 


laying  the  tram,  for  more  easily  walking 
in  hereafter  [a  laueh,  and  hear,  hear !] ; 
for  the  House  might  rest  assured,  that  if 
this  expense  was  once  saddled  on  the 
country,  it  would  never  be  got  rid  of. 
Those  who  ventured  to  ask  for  such  a 
grant  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country,  would  hereafter  find  plausible 
reasons  for  its  continuance.  He  did  not 
think,  even  if  the  House  of  Comnsona 
were  so  forgetful  of  their  duty  as  to  srant 
it,  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York 
would  accept  it:  he  felt  convinced  he 
would  not.  That,  illustrious  personage 
must  feel  that  his  honour,  his  dignity,  hia 
unsullied  character  were  best  preserved 
by  not  being  mixed  with  the  aiscussioa 
of  such  a  question.  He  would  feel  the 
influence  of  all  those  considerations  which 
the  state  of  the  country  excited  t  he  would 
recollect  the  conduct  which  the  duke  of 
Richelieu,  in  the  embarrassed  state  of 
France,  pursued.  He  would  tell  the  mi* 
nisters,  that  after  parliament  had  granted 
him  an  allowance  of  50,000/.  a  year,  they 
should  not  have  exhibited  him  to  the 
country  as  so  grasping  as  to  require 
10,000/.  for  the  mere  trouble  of  occa- 
sionally drivios  from  Oatlands  to  Windsor. 
Depend  upon  it  the  illustrious  duke  would 
not  be  outdone  by  a  Frenchman.  But  the 
House  must  be  convinced,  that  if  the 
10,000/.  was  once  granted,  out  of  the  red 
book  it  would  never  get.  Even  if  a 
demise  of  the  Crown  took  place,  the  House 
would  then  hear  some  new  propositioD 
for  making  the  grant  permanent.  •  If  thej 
feared  the  effect  of  a  motion  for  its  conti- 
nuance, the  same  would  be  disguised  ia 
the  shape  of  an  equivalent.  Precedents 
for  this  course  of  proceeding  unhappily 
were  not  rare.  They  could  be  found  ia 
the  equivalents  granted  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  Irish  lottery,  and  to  the 
commissioners  in  Eyre.  One  of  those 
Irish  lottery  commissioners  died-M>ne 
should  have  supposed  his  equivalent  would 
have  died  with  him.  No  such  thing— 
another  commissioner  was  appointed. 
When  it  was  asked,  how  this  could  happen, 
as  there  were  no  lotteries  in  Ireland? 
The  answer  and  the  reason  were— True^ 
there  are  none,  but  there  may  be.  The 
same  reasoning  would  become  again  avail- 
able. It  might  be  asked,  why  continue 
the  10,000/.  when  there  was  no  cici/ot,  or 
when  there  was  no  sovereign,  whose  infir- 
mity demanded  a  guardian.  Aye,  would 
the  minister  answer— there  is  no  auioi 
BOW— but  one  may  be  wanted  hereafter-i- 
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and  at  all  eventa  it  was  wiicr  to  keep  a 
cu^as  on  the  eatablUhioeDt.  If  it  colild 
have  entered  the  contemplation  of  parlia- 
ment*  that  such  ao  unexpected  and  dia« 
astrbus  event  as  the  death  of  the  princess 
Charlottewouldhaveso  speedily  occurred, 
would  the  House  have  been  justified  in 
granting  a  sum  of  5Q,000/.  to  the  prince 
Leopold,  all  amiable  as  be  was?  Such  a 
consideration  should  have  its  due  effi;ct 
on  the  House,  when  grants  of  this  nature 
were  proposed  to  be  placed  on  the  public 
purse.  The  refusal  of  it  in  the  present 
instance  could  not  injure  the  popularity 
of  the  duke  of  York.  In  the  army  every 
soldier  loved  him  ;  and,  as  one  who  had 
the  honour  of  belonging  to  that  profession, 
and  who  yielded  to  no  man  in  his  affec- 
tionate regard  for  the  commander  in  chief, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  show  that  the  mili- 
tary men  in  that  House  were  not  less  likely 
than  other  independent  members  to  dis- 
charge their  duty  to  the  country;  and 
that  they  in  their  representative  capacity 
were  not  bound,  to  use  a  vulgar,  but  ap- 
posite expression,  on  all  occasions  "  to  go 
with  the  shop.'' 

Mr.  Hart  observed,  that  the  question 
resolved  itself  into  this — Whether  such  a 
grant  ought  to  be  imposed  on  a  distressed 
and  miserable  people,  and  by  so  doing, 
disgrace  be  brought  upon  the  character 
of  the  royal  personage  for  whose  use  it 
was  demanded  ? 

Mr.  Griffith  expressed  his  intention  of 
detaining  the  House  for  a  very  short  time. 
From  the  flourishing  account  of  our  re- 
sources which  had  been  given  by  a  noble 
lord  on  a  former  night,  he  might  be  dts- 
pjosed  to  concede  the  sum  proposed  as  a 
remuneration  to  the  royal  duke;  but  since 
that  night  he  had  found,  from  authentic 
doctuzientsthat  the  highly -coloured  picture 
of  the  noble  lord  was  but  a  daub.  Since 
that  night  he  had  heard,  from  a  very  res- 
pectable correspondent  at  Liverpool,  that 
a  house  at  Bolton  in  Lancashire  had 
failed;  by  which  if^OOO  persons  were  thrown 
out  of  employment.  He  had  also  heard 
that  six  houses  at  Manchester  had  failed. 
The  hon.  member,  in  proof  of  the  distress 
of  the  country,  next  aUuded  to  some  dr- 
cumstance  respecting  horses  employed  in 
agriculture,  and  concluded  by  saying, 
that  under  these  circumstances  he  did  not 
think  it  right  to  give  his  assent  to  the 
proposed  remuneration  for  an  office  which 
It  was  the  filial  duty  of  \u§  royal  highness 
to  perform* 

Jilr  J2.  EUiton  would  support  the  giant 
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as  long  as  his  venerable  sovereign  livedo 
and  he  bad-  no  fear  that  such  an  expense 
would  he  made  perpetual.  He  thought 
there  was  not  -a  man  ia  England  who, 
upon  hearing  or  reading  of  the  present 
debate,  would  think  the  sum  of  iO,0(Xtf. 
a  remuneration  too  great  for  his  Royal 
Highness. 

Mr.  Fremantle  spoke  at  some  length  in 
favour  of  the  grant  of  10,000/.  No  man, 
he  said,  was  a  stronger  adrocate  for  eca« 
nomy  than  himself,  but  he  should  always 
draw  the  distinction  between  economy  and 
parsimony.  He  had  been  told  of  the 
distress  of  the  country,  and  it  had  been 
represented  as  being  so  great,  that  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  raii^e  the 
sum  of  10,000/.  by  taxation.  Was  it 
possible  to  conceive  that  the  country  was 
really  in  so  wretched  a  condition  ?  Could 
it  for  a  moment  be  believed,  that  this  great 
commercial  country,  with  all  its  advan« 
tagps,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  was  re* 
duced  to  a  state  so  contemptible?  He 
was  persuaded  that  if  the  feelings  of  the 
people  were  consulted,  they  would  unani« 
mously  declare  in  favour  of  the  grant; 
they  would,  as  Englishmen,  judge  with 
loyalty,  with  liberality,  and  with  justice. 
The  hon.  member  concluded  by  saying, 
that  he  never  gave  a  vote  more  cordially 
than  he  should  that  oF  tliis  evening  for  the 
salary  to  his  Royal  Highness. 

Mr.  Titmey  began  by  assuring  the 
House  that  lie  should  not  detain  them 
long,  but,  in  the  few  observations  which 
he  had  to  make,  be  was  anxious  to  set 
himself  right  with  those  hon.  members 
who  had  appeared  to  think  that  in  his 
speech,  on  a  former  night,  he  had  allowed 
ttie  propriety  of  the  grant,  and  had  merely 
disputed  about  the  fund  from  which  it 
ought  to  be  taken.  He  had  made  no  suck 
admissioD ;  he  had  moat  distinctly  avoided 
any  allusion  to  such  a  topic,  having  then 
DO  other  object  than  to  record  a  principle^ 
that  the  privy  purse  should  be  charged 
with  what  he  could  not  but  consider  a 
private  expense  appertaining  to  the  king. 
That  principle  having  been  negatived  by 
the  House,  there  still  remained  a  question, 
whether  any  farther  expenses  than  thosd 
already  allowed  for  the  Windsor  establish* 
ment  were  necessary  in  consequence  of  die 
office  of  cusios.  Now,  what  was  the  state 
of  the  case  ^  A  bill  was  already  in  opera- 
lien,  appointing  the  duke  of  York  cvslos. 
His  Ro^ai  Highness  had  affesdy  entered 
upon  his  office,  and  yet  the  bm  which 
settled  the  appomtneothad  aolsaidasyt- 
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hble  tboot  any  salary,  nor  had  the  duke 
himielf  apphed  for  any.    la  other  wordfi, 
the  oiice,  instead  of  being  considered,  as 
in  all  other  cases,  connected  with  the  sa- 
htfj,  had,  in  this  case,  been  considered 
as  so  entirely  distbct  from  any  question 
of  emolument,  that  not  merely  the  lords 
who  sent  down  the  bill,  and  who,  indeed, 
in  strictness  ought  not  to  originate  such 
matter,  but'eTen  the  Commons  had  not, 
in  any  stage  of  the  proceedings^  given  a 
hint  of  the  necessity  of  any  remuneration. 
How  was-  it  that  his  majesty's  ministers 
had  thought  proper  to  keep  this  questioa 
back  untu  now  ?    The  House  had  a  right 
to  be  strictly  informed  as  to  the  reasons 
of  such  an^mformal  and  anomalous  pro- 
ceeding.   It  was  not  irom  the  feelings  of 
the  royal  duke  that  this  application  ori* 
ginated ;  for  in  the  communication  which 
his   Royal  Highness  had   made    to  the 
Hoase,  through  the  noble  lord,  he  had 
expressed  his  willingness  and  anxiety  to 
fulfil  the  duties  of  lus  office  without  any 
compensation ;  though,  if  one  should  be 
▼oted,  hcL  would  not  accept  it,  if  it  were 
to  be  charged  on  the  privy  purse.    The 
House,  then,  had  no  mformation  which 
might  guide  them,  either  with  respect  to 
the  motive  or  the  amount  of  the  grant 
now  called  for ;  and  in  the  absence  ofsnch 
data,  they  must  look  to  the  nature  of 
the  office  itself.    In  general,  when  par- 
liament had  to  legislate  respecting  any 
great  office,  they  had  means  of  judging 
at  once  how  far  tlie  salary  was  proportioned 
to  the  duties  or  usefulness  of  the  functions ; 
but  here  no  such  measure  was  presented 
to  enable  them  to  come  to  a  fair  decision. 
He  really  regretted  as  much  as  any  man 
to  descend  to  the  minutiae  of  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence;  but  there  was  no 
other  niode  of  treating  such  a  question ; 
and  whatever  of  disgust  belonged  to  it, 
was  to  be  attributed  to  ministers  who 
forced  the  subject  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House,  and  not  upon  the  Housei  who  did 
their  duty  in  submitting  it  to  a  thorough 
examination  [Cheers],    To  come,  then, 
to  the  estiosate  of  the  expenses  which  his 
Boyal  Highness  might  probably  incur  in 
consequence  of  this  new  office,  he  had 
BO  doobt  that  every  attention  which  the 
warmest   fiKal   afection   could   suggest 
would  be  cheerfully  and  constantly  paid 
by  the  royai  Duke  to  his  afflicted  father, 
mill,  the  only  sort  of  attention  that  he 
eoiild  pay,  would  be  that  of  visiting  him 
once  or  twice  a-week  at  the  most ;  more 
tiian  that  be  waa  sure  the  physicians  would 
(  VOL.  XXXIX.^ 


not  be  likely  to  allow.    Would,  then,  any 
man  rise  up,   and  venture  to  say.  that 
lOfiOOk  was  not  too  large  a  sum  for  the 
hire   of  post-horses   frpm   Oatlands    to 
Windsor,  or  from  London  to  Windsor, 
once  or  even  twice  a-week  i    Was  it  not 
obvious    that   a   tenth   part  of  10,000/, 
would  be  enough  to  cover  such  an  ex- 
pense i    Yet,  what  other  expense  could 
there  be  ?  was  there  any  other ;  and  if  so, 
why  was  it  kept  back  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  House  }    What  was  the  real  state 
of  the  case  ?    Was  the  duke  of  York  in 
want  of  10,000^  a-year  ?    If  so ;  let  mi- 
nisters speak  out,  and  not  come  to  the 
House  in  this  sneaking  paltry  manner,  to 
shuffle  them  out  of  their  money  under 
false  pretences  [loud  cheers].    But  it  is 
said,  that  certain  acts  of  liberality  must 
necessarily  devolve  upon  the  ciutos.    Be 
it  so,  but  parliament  nas  already  provided 
a  fund  for  those  donations,  and  tliere  was 
no  probability  of  .any  fresh  drains.    But 
then  it  was  pretended,  that  the  nature  of 
the  office  was  of  the  highest  and  most 
solemn    importance;   nay,   that    it    waa 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of  die 
king  and  country.    Was  it  so  ?    Then  he 
must  say,  that  the  king  and  country  ha4 
both  been  very  ill  treated  by  his  majesty's 
ministers  ;  for  this  high  and  necessary  of- 
fice had  been  in  virtual  suspension  ever 
since  June  last,  and  in  actual    positive 
suspension  since  November,    A  month, 
at  least,  before  the  death  of  her  majesty^ 
the  ministers  must  have  seen,  as  well  aa 
the  public,  that  there  was  no  likelihood  of 
the  long  absence  of  that  melancholy  event; 
and  yet  they  took  no  steps  to  supply  the 
approaching  vacancy  in  this  indispensable 
office !     Her  majesty  died  in  November ; 
the  indispensabie  office  became  vacant; 
yet  ministers  stood  still.    Why  was  not 
parliament  called  together?    Wiiy  was 
this  great  constitutional  office,  as  roinii- 
ters  affected  to  call  it,  su&red  to  be  in 
abeyance  ?    Was  it  a  choice  of  evils  only ; 
and  was  it  thought  the  severer  of  the  iwop 
that  ministers  Motdd  have  a  psrliameat, 
than  that  his  majesty  should  go  without 
his  cuitosf    But  this  office,  sBout  which 
so  much  high  sounding    language  waa 
uttered,  was  after  all,  nat  a  public  one 
[Hear,  hear!  from  the  ministerial  benches]  • 
He  would  repeat,  that  it  was  notii  publ&Q 
office :  if  tt  nad  been  one,  it  could  not 
have  l?een  exercised  by  tlie  queen.    No 
man,  he  supposed,  was  s^  rash  as  to  pre-* 
tend  that  the  queen  consort  couKi  exer- 
cise  a  public  and  responsible  office.    Tlie 
(2V) 
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€U9tos  was  not  in  any  tense  responsible ;  it 
was  his  council,  alone  that  were  so ;  no 
trust  was  reposed  in  him ;  the  council  de- 
liberated ;  the  council  examined ;  the 
council  made  the  report ;  the  custos  .only 
received  it.  Where,  then,  were  the  high 
duties  that  were  to  Involve  him  in  such 
extraordinary  expenses?  The  House 
had  been  told  that  the  lords  of  the  bed- 
chamber and  the  groom  of  the  stole, 
whom  it  had  been  thought  necessary  to 
discharge,  had  yet  expressed  an  anxious 
wish  to  continue  their  duties  about  their 
sovereign  gratuitously,  from  tlie  affection 
they  bore  him.  The  commissioners  of  the 
privy  purse  performed  their  functions  gra- 
tuitously ;  tne  council  received  no  remu- 
neration for  their  important  services ;  and 
yet  all  these  persons  must,  more  or  less, 
incur  expense  in  the  discharge  of  their 
Several  duties,  which  they  cheerfully  bore 
out  of  regard  to  their  afflicted  kioe.  And 
yet  we  were  to  be  told  that  the  duke  of 
York,  whose  office  would  be  compara- 
tively trifling,  and  whose  affection  must 
be  supposed  to  be  stronger,  coukl  not  visit 
his  own  father  without  the  incentive  of 
10,000^.  a-year.  He  would  have  no 
trouble  as  to  the  management  of  the  royal 
establishment,  for  there  was  a  groom  and 
his  deputy '  expressly  for  that  purpose. 
His  only  duty  would  be  to  look  after  the 
medical  attendants,  and  to  receive  their 
report.  This  was  all  that  had  been  done 
hitherto,  at  least  during  the  last  nine 
months.  But  then  it  was  said,  that  it  was 
seemly  and  decorous  that  the  ci/^/otf  should 
be  well  paid ;  but  was  it  not  also  seemly 
and  decorous  that  10,000/.  a-year  should 
not  be  taken  from  a  suffennp;  people 
without  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  its 
necessity  ?  Was  it  not  a  shocking  thing 
for  ministers  to  place  the  Duke  in  this  in- 
vidious light,  Uiat  while  even  the  dis- 
charged lords  and  grooms  were  eager  to 
serve  from  affection  alone,  the  son  should 
require  a  large  remuneration  for  the  dis- 
charge of  mere  filial  duties?  The  minis- 
ters told  the  House  that  the  Duke  was  in 
a  peculiar  situation ;  that  he  held  a  high 
•race  as  commander-in-chief,  which  de- 
manded his  daily  attendance.  What 
then  ?  Which  of  his  two  offices  was  to  be 
neglected  ?  Was  it  that  of  commander- 
in-chief;  and  if  so,  was  he  to  be  paid 
lOfiOOL  a-year  for  that  neglect ;  wad  for 
no  better  reason  than  that  he  was  to  be 
whirled  backwards  and  forwards  from 
Windsor  to  London,  and  from  London 
to  Windsor,  once  or  twice  a  week  i  This 
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would  be  to  set  v^  a'neir  standard  fat 
the  remuneraiion  of  service;  and  on 
future  occasions  there  would  be  a  pre- 
cedent for  stifling  all  inquiry  as  t»  the 
quantity  of  labour  or  the  quantity  of  ,Qse- 
lulness.  Yes ;  but,  says  the  nebla  lord* 
this  is  a  case  of  one  of  the  royal  family. 
So  much  the  worse.  It  was  far  the  royal 
family  to  set  an  example^  It  was  for 
them,  by  their  forbearance,,  to  make  the 
privations  of  other  men  more  palatable* 
Eagerness  and  rapacity  in  the  highest 
quarter  would  produce  only  discontent 
and  disgust.  He  had  deprecated  and  la- 
mented this  discussion  as  much  as  any 
man,  and  he  thought  that  ministers  would 
have  reason  to  lament  the  result;  though 
he  had  little  doubt  that,  by  the  united 
efforts  of  themselves  and  their  new  coad- 
jutors, thev  would  gain  their  object  that 
ni^ht.  Tney  would  soon  see,  that  the 
mmority,  though  branded  with  the  title 
of  infamous,  would  carry  great  weight 
throughout  the  country.  In  negativmg 
the  present  motion,  he  did  not  mean  to 
refuse  payment  of  any  reasonable  ex- 
penses  to  the  royal  Dnke,  the  amouat  of 
which  might  be  taken  into  consideration 
after  the  present  question  was  disposed  of. 
He  had  only  to  suggest,  that  those  who 
were  for  the  amen£aent,  as  well  as  those 
who  were  directly  opposed  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  noble  lord,  should  all  vote 
together,  in  the  flrst  mstaace,  against  the 
10,000/.;  and  there  miaht  be  a  second 
division  as  to  the  ameatfed  amount :  for 
both  his  own  friends,  and  those  who  were 
for  the  amendment,  were  equally  disposed 
to  resist  an  exorbitant  grant,  for  which 
no  ground  had  been,  or  could  be  shown. 
Mr.  Canning  observed,  that  it  was  evi- 
dent the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  were 
determined  to  think  ministers  in  the 
wrong,  whatever  course  they  pursued- 
When  in  compliance  with  the  feelings  of 
the  House  and  of  the  country,  they  had 
cut  down  the  Windsor  establishment,  and 
had  entered  into  minute  details  of  exp^- 
diture,  the  necessity  for  which  he  cordudly 
agreed  with  many  hon.  gentlemen  in  re- 
gretting, the  cry  on  the  other  side  was» 
**  Why  do  you  not  propose  j(eiice  a  ge^ 
neral  comprehensive  measure,  instead  of 
wasting  the  attention  of  parliament  oa 
such  petty  details?"  When,  in  compli- 
ance with  this  suggestion,  die  mioistera 
reserved  from  the  detailed  communication 
of  the  committee,  one  great  item  of  the 
proposed  esUbKsIiment  (the  10,OOOL 
a  year  to  tlie  cai(oi;)  and  proposed  it  a( 
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•ac^  Ibr  tlie  tote  of  the  House,  on  its 
OWD  c/bvious  merits;  up  got  an  hon. 
gentlesban  (Mr.  Williams),  a  lover  of 
wholerale  measures  too,  and  iasisted  on 
Cttlting  this  item  in  half.  That  proposi- 
tion, however,  though  sufficiently  contra- 
dictory to  the  general  doctrine  preached 
to-night,  did  not  satisfy  the  right  hon. 
geDiiemali  opposite  (Mr«  Tiemey),  who, 
as  if  willing  to  drive  the  House  ad  ab' 
turdwm^  was  not  content  with  splitting 
the  wholesale  vote,  framed  according  to 
bis  own  special  recommendation  into  two, 
but  was  anxious  fufther  to  reduce  it  into 
fractions,  and  to  calculate,  to  a  farthing, 
the  amount  of  expense  to  which  the 
auslos  could,  by  possibility,  be  exposed. 
It  might  have  been  expected,  that  some 
credit  would  be  given  to  ministers  for  not 
asking  any  thing  exorbitant,  after  the  ex- 
perience which  the  House  had  had  of  the 
labours  of  the  committee  on  the  Windsor 
estaUisbment.  It  must  be  pretty  clear, 
that  ministers  had  conductea  themselves 
"With  every  possible  regard  to  economy, 
when,  with  aH  the  vigilance  and  jealousy 
that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the 
examination  of  their  plan  for  the  reduced 
estAbliriiment  at  Windsor,  the  only  dimi- 
nution that  the  committee  could  find 
room  to  suggest,  was,  the  striking  off  two 
equerries— valbe  under  1,000/.  a  year ;  a 
saving  so  pnltry,  that  it  was  difficult  to 
imagine  that  it  bad  been  suggested  for 
any  other  reason,  than  to  save  the  honour 
of  an  economising  committee.  Through- 
out the  evening  there  had  been  the 
strongest  wish  expressed  lo  avoid  any 
general  review  of  the  proposed  establish- 
nent,  and  to  confine  the  debate  simply  to 
the  one  question  of  the  10,000/.  a  year ; 
yet  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  spoken, 
not  one  had  refrained  from  entenng  on 
the  Inrger  question ;  and  least  of  all  an 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  /Mr.  Den- 
man),  who  had  risen  early  in  tlie  debate ; 
and  who,  after  ststing  his  desire  that 
every  point  should  be  avoided  bat  the 
apecific  question  before  the  Housci  and 
after  complaining  that  a  right  hon.  gen- 
tieinan  had,  on  a  former  night,  made  a 
set  speech  on  the  subject,  had  himself 
contrived  to  illustrate  bis  own  rule  by 
deseantin|^,  In  an  oration  seemingly  of  the 
aame  species  on  tntty  possible  topic  that 
could  come  mider  parliamentary  cogni- 
zance ;  beginning  with  the  distresses  of 
the  country,  and  ending  with  the  Catholic 
^piestion. 

Wbelher  the  spirit  with  which  ministers 


had  been  actuated  tn  reducing  the  Wlod« 
sor  establishment  to  its  present  scale, 
(a  scale,  be  must  say,  gratmg  to  the  feeU 
tnes  of  ril,  and  justinableonly  by  the  oon* 
sidierations  which  dictated  it)  showed 
them  to  be  insensible  to  thepubKcdis« 
tress,  and  to  the  motives  arising  out  of  it 
for  rigid  and  unsparing  economy,  it  was 
for  the  House  to  judge.  Such  a  reduction 
of  the  establishment  of  the  royal  invalid 
was,  to  ministers,  a  most  painfbl  duty ; 
but  tlie  performance  of  it  was  a  sacrifice 
to  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  the  peo- 
ple. They  were  not  without  apprehension, 
that  even  in  this  object,  and  with  these 
motives,  they  might  have  gone  too  far. 
They  had  no  apprehension  that  parsimony 
itself  Gouldgradgetheestablishnient  which 
was  now  proposed.  The  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  had  not  treated  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House  fairly.  They  had 
argued  as  if  the  aulos  was  a  new  office, 
now  first  created,  with  a  new  salary  of 
10,000/.  a  year,  now  first  about  to  be  con- 
ferred on  it.  Had  that  been  the  fact, 
parliament  would  certainly  have  had  a 
right  to  demand  a  minute  detail  of  every 
item  of  the  duty,  and  every  shilling  of  the 
expense.  But  the  case  was  very  difierent. 
Tlie  House  were  called  on,  not  to  build, 
but  to  pull  down :  not  to  lay  new  fouivda-^ 
tions,  but  to  examine  with  what  propriety 
any  part  of  the  existing  structure  cooMbc 
removed.  In  doihg  this,  however,  \%  was 
their  duty  not  to  make  unseemly  rents  in 
the  edifice,  or  to  let  in  the  unhallowed 
ga^e  of  vulgar  curiosky  on  the  naked 
wretchedness  of  unsheltered  majesty. 
They  should  recollect  that  though  afflicted 
and  helpless,  the  sufferer  was  still  their 
sovereign.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
man  opposite  had  said,  that  a  vote  of  the 
House  acceding  to  the  proposed  grant, 
would  be  a  popular  vote.  He  was  really 
at  a  loss  to  know  where  the  hon^  and 
learned  gentleman  gathered  his  notions  of 
popularity.  But  this  he  ^ Mr,' Canning) 
would  say,  that,  whether  tnait  House  was 
to  be  considered  as  the  exciter  or  the  echo 
of  the  feeling  out  of  doors,  h^  did  not  on 
all  occasions  think  popular  clamour  the 
best  criterion  of  the  state  of  the  publio 
mind.  He  was  sure  there  was  a  ncge, 
althouffh  perhaps  not  the  largest  class, 
who  m%  that  the  present  was  a  questioo 
on  which  it  was  disgraceful  to  enter  on 
beggarly  details  of  possible  saving.  His 
majesty  s  ministers,  therefore,  had  no  easy 
task  to  perform  to  meet  the  expectationa 
of  one  part  of  the  communttyi  and  not  to 
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offeDd  ibe  feelioffs  of  ihe  other.  They 
bad  endeavoured  to  take  a  reaaonable 
course  between  the  twoj  and  he  repeated, 
that  whatever  might  be  the  feebngs  of 
those,  feelings  which  he  thought  entitled 
to  no  small  degree  of  respect ;  who  con- 
ceived the  reduction  to  have  been  exces- 
sive and  irreverent;  he  had  no  appre- 
hension of  not  having  satisfied  the  most 
sanguine  economists  by  a  reduction  which 
cut  down  the  expenses  from  ISSfiOOl.  to 
60,000^  including  ^e  lO^OOO^  for  t^e 
cutios. 

.  This  one  benefit  had  certainly  arisen 
from  the  committee  of  inquiry  that  it  was 
felt  and  even  allowed  by  tae  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite,  that  the  establishment  at 
Windsor  could  not  possibly  be  reduced 
any  lower.  Of  the  SOfiOOl.  allotted  for 
that  establishment,  Ihe  repairs  of  Windsor 
Oastle  alone  amounted  to  20|000/.  a  year ; 
leaving  only  3O,00M.  for  the  other  ex* 
penses  of  the  king's  household.  No  one 
could  grudge  the  §0,000^  annual^  implied 
to  the  repairs  of  Windsor  Castle;  not 
i^erdy  as  the  dwelling  place  of  its  present 
veneqible  inhabitant  (fit  shrine  for  such 
a  relic!)  but«7^yen  supposing  that  pur- 
pose at  an  end-nfor  the  purpose  of  pre- 
sesving  to  future  ages  so  grand  a  monu- 
ment of  ancient  national  magnificence. 
The  whole  question,  therefore,  for  the 
House  to  consider  was,  whether,  in  com- 
parison with  the  originalamount  of  expense, 
such  a  reduction  had  taken  place  m  the 
total  charge  as  was  consistent,  on  the  one 
bimd  with  the  due  mamtenanoe  of  the 
office,  and  on  the  other  ^th  the  just  ex- 
pectation of  the  country ;  or  whether  it 
was  the  duty  of  parliament  to  cut  off  the 
allowance  to  the  custos  also,  for.  the  sake 
of  adding  another  10,000^  to  the  savings  i 
As  to  curtailing  the  allowance  to  the  cutiost 
and  voting  him  a  smaller  sum,  he  supposed 
no  one  would  persist  in  so  offensive  a  sug- 
gestion. It  would  be  at  once  to  disgrace 
the  office,  and  to  render  the  economy  ridi- 
culous* 

•  And  here  he  must  remark,  in  answer 
to  the  observation,  that  that  sum  would 
be  a  burthen  to  the  country,  tliat,  although 
not  to  save  what  there  was  an  opportumty 
of  saving  might  be  extravagance,  it  could 
not  in  this  instance  be  fairly  described  as 
entailing  a  burthen  on  the  country.  The 
charge  exists.  It  exists  as  part  of  an  es- 
tablishment, more  than  one  half  of  which 
Is  surrendered  to  the  wants  of  the  country. 
Mot  to  surrender  all,  is  fro  tmUe  to  main- 
lain  exiiting  expeaditure«»but  it  is  aa 
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outrage  tosen^  aswcU  asd^eency^  lo 
call  it  the  creation  of  a  feijirUiianf  He 
would  say  but  a  few  wor.ds  on  .the  quesr 
tion  of  the  responsibility  of  the  cmsioSf 
on  the  ^seoce  of  which  responsibility  the 
right  hon«  gentleman  had  placed  so  mucb 
reliance.  As  a  l^al  question  he  wss  no^ 
prepared  to  argue  it ;  nor  did  he  suppoef 
that  many  preceideots  existed  on  the  miblr 
ject.  Happily,  there  bad  not  been  fre* 
quent  occasion  for  the  agitation  of  su^  i 
topic;  but,  looking  at  the  question  widi 
the  e;^e  of  constitu^ona)  analogy,  beahoub) 
certainly  say,  that  a  custo$t  though  a 
^ueen  consort,  was  a  vespoosible  funcr 
uonary*  Queens  consort  nad  been  apr 
pointed  regents  in  the  absence  of  the  kingr 
Was  that  an  office  of  responsibility  i  Bm 
however  that  question  (and  he  admitted 
it  to  be  a  nice  and  delicate  one)  might  be 
decided,  he  presumed  that  parliament  had 
the  power  of  creating  a  responsible  office; 
and  that  the  office  of  cusk>s  oad  been  made 
so,  he  thought  must  be  obvious  on  the 
least  consideration  of  the  sulnect.  As  to 
the  allowaDce,  if  he  were  aiked  whether 
he  thought  his  royal  highness,  the  duke 
of  York,  would  incur  imditioiial  expense 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  new 
office,  he  would  answer,  that  upon  his 
conscience  he  believed  his  Eoyal  Highness 
would. — But  what  may  that  expense  be  ? 
That  he  could  not  pretend  to  calculates 
but  the  House,  he  was  persuaded,  would 
consider  how  many  claims  of  ancient  pen* 
sioners  on  her  late  majesty's  charity  at 
Windsor,  not  provided  for  in  any  degeee 
by  any  public  arrangement  before  her  de- 
mise, would  now  look  to  his  Royal 
Highness's  benevolence;  and  found  upon 
his  Royal  Highness*ssuccession  to  his  loysl 
parents  office,  a  claim  to  his  hereditary 
bounty.  No  man,  he  would  venture  to 
say,  ever  came  to  the  head  of  a  con« 
siderable  office  in  the  state^— of  however 
inferior  ranker  emolument— without  find* 
ing  new  claims  to  his  pecuniary  assistance 
growing  up  around  him,  far  beyond  any 
which  arose  out  of  the  possession  of  income 
from  other  more  independent  soorcesu 
Such  claims  are  not  susceptible  oi  esti* 
mate ;  but  they  increase  in  amount  and 
importunity,  in  proportion  to  the  rank 
ana  importance  of  the  office,-^  propor* 
tion  (he  might  add)  to  the  known  gese* 
rosity  of  the  holder.  He  was  therefore 
for  the  whole  grant  of  lOfiOOU  Without 
entering  into  die  nice  calculations  oC  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  who  conceived  that 
the  expenses  of  poatchaise  boMi  and 
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potiboyt  might  be  covered  bv  IJSOOL  a 
year»  £e  if  ould  saj  at  once,  that  when  he 
foupled  the  necessary  expenditure  of  the 
office  with  the  generous  ditpoflitioo  which 
belonged  to  him  by  whom  it  was  to  be  in* 
4»irred,  he  was  not  disposed  to  gage  the 
jexBct  amount  of  that  expenditure,  or  the 
exact  extent  of  that  disposition;  or  to 
examine  minutely  whether  the  original 
proposition  of  10»000^  would  meet  the 
demands  on  his  Royal  Highness,  leaving 
some  fractional  ben w ;  or  whether  those 
demands  might  not  be  brought  within 
BfOOOl*;  or  whether  they  even  could  not 
be  covered  by  the  l^SOOL  named  by  the 
next  bidder.  It  was  enough  for  him  to 
Jcnow,  that  the  grant  now  proposed  was 
not  thought  by  the  last  parliament  too 
large  to  be  given  to  the  queen  consort, 
when  the  custody  of  his  majesty's  person 
was  confided  to  her  superintendance,  to 
feel.aatisfied  that  it  was  not  more  than 
ought,  under  similar  circumstances^  to  be 
allowed  to  the  duke  of  York. 

In  the  last  debate  on  the  subject,  it 
bad  been  asked  by  an  hon.  gentleman, 
whether  the  duty  of  his  Royal  Highness 
as  commander  in  chief  was  to  be  ne^ected 
for  that  which  fell  on  him  as  custos  to  the 
king  ?  If  there  existed  any  incompatibility 
between  the  office  of  commander  in  chidf 
and  that  of  oufox,  and  it  was  supposed 
that  it  would  be  impracticable  for  one 
person  to  discharge  the  duties  of  both  si* 
tuations,  that  was  an  argument  applicable, 
not  to  the  sum  which  his  Royal  Highness 
was  to  receive,  nor  to  the  question  of  the 
fund  from  which  that  sum  ought  to  be 
paid,  but  to  the  appointment  altogether. 
Whv  was  not  that  objection  urged  when 
the  bill  for  appointing  the  duke  of  York 
the  successor  to  his  royal  mother  as  cuitoi 
of  his  majesty  came  down  from  the  House 
of  Lords  f  It  came  down  unincumbered 
with  any  pecuniary  arrangements;  and 
although  that  latter  circumstance  by  no 
meana  warranted  the  supposition  that  the 
Lords  intended  his  Royal  Highness  should 
Md  the  office  without  fee  or  reward,  yet 
it  certainly  facilitated  very  much  the  un* 
invidious  statement  of  any  objection  to  his 
Royal  Highness's  appointment  to  the 
office.  Why  was  not  toe  statement  then 
pUinly  made  that  hk  Royal  Highness's 
time  was  already  sufficiently  engaged  in 
the  discharge  of  bis  military  functions? 
With  all  that  laudable  regard  for  retrendi- 
taent  which  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
M  warmlr  professed,  he  hoped  they  did 
not|  on  that  occasion,  carry  their  econo- 


mical notions  so  far  as  to  overiook  Ihe 
objections  to  the  appointment  arising  from 
the  ineompatibilil^  of  the  two  cfficeSv 
merely  because  the  silence  of  the  bill  as 
to  any  pecuniary  consideration  warranted 
the  hope  of  getting  a  cheap  eustot  in  the 
person  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  duke 
of  York.  The  fact  certamly  was,  that  his 
Royal  Highness  had  accepted  the  office 
wtthoot  any  stipulation  wnatever.  The 
House  of  Commons  might,  if  such  were 
their  pleasure,  hold  his  Soyal  HigfaneM  to 
his  har^n ;  but  he  trusted  they  would  not 
be  inclined  to  throw  on  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  additional  expeCkse  which  muat 
attach  to  the  aituation  in  question,  mere^ 
because  his  Royal  Highness,  without  any 
previous  condition,  had  accepted  an  im- 
portant office,  which  perhaps,  under  sndi 
circumstances,  no  otoer  man  would  have 
accepted.  The  ooorse  which  had  been 
adopted  on  this  occasion  had  m  his  opip 
nioa,  been  wiaely  ehoaen.  Its  object  had 
been  to  exonerate  the  duke  of  York  from 
aUsuspicion— -which  nevertheless  had  been 
in  a  manner  chai^ged  against  his  Royal 
Highness»-H>f  having  an  eye  to  emnlnmenf 
when  taking  upon  himself  the  office  to 
which  he  hM  been  appointed.  The  duka 
of  York  was  now  in  the  office.  Pay  him* 
or  pay  him  not,  there  hb  Royal  Highness 
was,  and  the  House  were  sure  that,  bo 
their  determination  what  it  might,  be 
would  discharge  the  duties  of  his  new 
trust  with  seal  and  fidelity.  Of  this  tbej 
had  already  an  am^e  earnest,  io  tfalo 
manner  in  which  hia  Royal  Highness  had 
long  dischaiged  the  duties  bdonging  to 
his  situation  as  commander  in  bhia-Hda- 
ties  which  he  (Mr.  Canning)  was  confi- 
dent would  in  no  way  interfi^  with  those 
ofocs^of. 

But  the  message  ddivered  by  hia  noble 
friend  on  a  former  night  from  his  Royal 
Highness  bad  not  eacaped  animadversioa 
and  censure.  A  worthy  alderman  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  had  talked  of  the 
indication  which  that  message  excited 
in  his  mind,  and  of  the  astoniabnent  witk 
which  he  beard  that  his  Royal  Highness 
was  disposed  to  relinquish  all  cmoloment 
rather  than  plunge  his  hand  iaio  hia 
father's  private  purse.  Hef  Mr.Canniiig) 
could  hardly  conceive  how  meHnga  of  aoch 
a  description  could  be  awakenMl  by  the 
indication  of  a  principle  less  intent  on  the 
acquisition  of  gain  than  ddicate  as  to  the 
source  whence  it-was  to  be  derived.  But 
perhaps  the  worthy  aUerman  would  havo 
advised  liis  Royal  Hfghnesa  to  follow  the 
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old  maxim : 


« 


>Rem  facias  rem, 


Si  possiSy  recte;  si  non,  quocuoque  modorem.*' 
•—a  maxim  which  he  (  Mr.  Canoing)  trusted 
did  not  govern  the  conduct  of  the  great 
mercantile  commHOity  of  which  the  worthy 
alderman  was  the  representative. 

The  great  argament  of  the  other  night, 
however,  he  understood  to  be  given  up. 
He  believed  it  was  no  longer  contended 
by  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  that  the 
privy  purse  ought  not  to  be  held  sacred 
rSymptoms  of  dissent  were  here  mani- 
fested on  the  opposition  side  of  the 
House.]  He  begged  pardon  if  he  was 
wrong :  but  he  reafly  thought  that  the  ar- 
gument to  which  he  alluded  had  been 
given  up,  as  every  speaker  on  the  oppo^ 
site  side  of  the  House  had  carefully  avoid- 
ed touchine  upon  it  that  night.  He  was 
now  to  understand,  then,  that  the  argu- 
ment was  not  given  up  ?  The  right  hon. 
jgentleman  then,  retained  his  opinion  with 
respect  to  the  liability  of  the  privy  purse  ? 
But  now,  it  appears,  he  thinks  that  the 
cusioi  ought  not  to  be  paid  at  aU,  With 
this  last  opinion  could  any  thing  be  more 
preposterous  than  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's having  suffered  the  House  to  debate 
eight  or  ten  hours  on  a  former  night  on 
the  question  then  brouglit  before  them  ? 
On  tnat  occasion  the  debate  must  have 
been,  not  whether  the  duke  of  York  ou^ht 
to  receive  a  certain  sum  out  of  the  privy 
purse— which  certainly  every  human  being 
except  the  right  hon.  propounder  of  the 

3uestion  imagined  to  be  the  matter  in 
ispute,-»but  whether,  if  his  Royal  High- 
ness were  to  be  paid  at  all,  he  ought  to 
be  paid  out  of  that  fund  or  out  of  another. 
He  (Mr.  C.)  well  knew  the  ineenuity 
with  which  hon.  gentlemen  could  bring 
the  same  subject  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House  in  diflerent  shapes;  but 
really  this  was  the  first  instance  he  had 
met  with,  in  his  parliamentary  experience 
c»f  a  debate  and  a  division  on  an  hypothesis 
—on  a  question  moulded  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  gratify  a  speculative  cu- 
riosityl  How  fortunate  it  was  for  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  on  that  occasion,  that  the 
division  on  his  proposition  was  so  different 
from  what  he  evidently  expected !  To  the 
last  moment  of  the  debate  he  seemed  to 
think  that  he  should  effect  his  object,  and 
to  anticipate  the  result  with  *  high  glee. 
As  the  Question  was,  contrary  to  these 
expectations,  decided  aeainst  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  no  embarrassment  en* 
sued ;  but  had  the  result  been  different— 


had  It  been  determined  that  tfie  privy 
purse  ti7a«  the  pioperfund  to  be  applied 
to  for  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  custost — 
pleased  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
nave  been  with  this  affirmation  of  his  doc- 
trine— yet  into  what  a  scrape  would  he 
have  lea  the  House!  for  his  next  step 
must  have  been  to  turn  round  and  con- 
vince the  House  that  no  grant  whatever 
ought  to  be  made,  and  that  the  proposi- 
tion which  they  had  just  affirmed  was  a 
pure  abstract  proposition  leading  to  no 
practical  result  wnatever.  He  was  the 
more  desirous  to  point  out  this  strange 
absurdity,  as  there  wei'e  many  youne  and 
unskilled  members  in  the  House,  who  as 
yet  were  but  little  acquainted  with  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  dexterity,  whbm 
it  might  therefore  be  necessary  to  put  on 
their  guard.  The  great  danger  from  the 
right  hon.  gentlepian  was,  not  when  he 
deviated  into  what  he  intended  to  be 
pleasantry ;  nor  even  when  he  indulged  in 
general  declamation,  however  great  his 
ability  in  all  ways ;  but  when  he  took  an- 
other course — ^when  he  assumed  the 
earnest  tone  of  straight-forward,  country* 
gentleman-like  plainness  and  sincerity* 
declaring  his  grave,  confirmed,  sober 
conviction  on  any  point-*0!  then  came 
the  moment  of  peril: — then,  if  they  were 
not  wary,  would  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman entrap  some  of  them,  as  he  had 
done  on  a  former  night,  into  a  vote  for 
a  proposition,  the  real  character  of  which 
they  little  suspected.  Had  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  proposition  on  Monday  been 
carried  in  the  amrmative— had  the  House 
decided  that  the  privy  purse  was  a  proper 
fund  to  be  made  liable  to  pay  the  sum  to 
be  allowed  the  custos  of  his  majesty's 
person,  many  hon.  members  would  have 
come  down  to  the  House  on  the  present 
evening  for  the  purpose  of  voting  the 
money;  but  then  it  appeared  that  the 
right  non.  gentleman  would  have  turned 
round  upon  them,  and  have  moved  that 
no  money  should  be  paid  at  all  [Cries  of 
No !  from  the  Opposition  benches].  Nay, 
if  it  were  denied  that  such  would  have 
been  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  course,  he 

i[Mr.  Canning)  felt  himself  at  a  greater 
OSS  than  ever  on  the  subiect.  Was  he 
to  understand,  that  if  the  House  had  de« 
termined  that  the  privy  purse  should  bear 
the  charge,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  have  had  no  objection  to  the  an- 
nual allowance  of  lO.OOCW.?  [Mr.  Tier- 
ney  said,  that  in  that  case  he  should  have 
had  no  objection  to  it  in  the  worid.]    Mr. 
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Canning  thanked  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
nan  for  his  information*  and  declared 
that  he  had  not  understood  before,  and 
he  was  persuaded  the  public  had  not  un- 
derstood, that  the  10,000^.  might  be  paid 
to  the  duke  of  York  and  welcome,  pro- 
irided  it  were  taken  out  of  the  privy  purse. 
What,  then,  became  of  all  the  arguments 
directed  against  the  grant  itself,  as  extra- 
vagant to  give,  and  unbecominff  to  re* 
ccive  f  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  these 
were  the  arguments  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  himself,  but  they  were  the  argu* 
ments  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
friends,  almost  every  one  of  whom  had 
contended,  that  the  custas  ought  not  to  be 
paid  at  all.  But  it  now  appeared,  that  in 
the  right  hon.-  gentleman's  opinion,  all 
their  arguments  were  good  for  nothing ; 
that  the  payment  might  be  a  very  fit  pay- 
ment to  be  made,— and  that,  in  eflect,  the 
only  real  question  to-night,  as  on  the 
former  night,  was,  out  of  what  fund  that 
payment  should  come?  He  (Mr.  C.) 
would  state  why,  in  his  opinion,  the  privy 
purse  ought  not  to  be  that  fund.  He  had 
not  arrived  at  that  conclusion  from  sup- 
posing that  there  was  any  inherent  qua- 
nty  in  a  privy  purse  of  the  sovereign  of 
this  country  wnich  ought  to  render  it,  in 
all  cases  and  under  all  circumstances, 
sacred;  but  he  could  not  forget,  that  suc- 
cessive acts  of  parliament  had  made  the 
privy  purse  of  the  present  sovereign  his 
o^jvn  peculiar  property,— had  fenced  it 
round  as  strictly  or  more  strictly  than  the 
propertv  of  any  private  individual  was 
guarded  by  the  laws.  It  was  true,  that, 
originally,  the  privy  purse  was  a  part  of 
the  civil  list,  ana  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  reign  no  character  of 
sanctity  was  attached  to  it.  But,  in  the 
exact  proportion  in  which  parliament  in- 
terfered with  the  other  parts  of  the  civil 
list,  had  they  recognized  the  privy  purse 
as  the  property  of  the  sovereign.  It  had 
been  first  so  recognized  in  the  proceed- 
ing of  1780,  of  which  Mr.  Burke  was  the 
mover.  Secondly,  in  tlie  bill  founded  on 
that  proceeding,  which  was  brought  into 
the  House  in  1782,  but  not  carried  into  a 
law.  Thirdly,  in  the  net  which  passed  in 
I786,  embodying,  and  enacting  the  sys- 
tem framed  by  Mr.  Burke.  In  all  these 
cases  the  whole  of  the  civil  list  was 
brought  under  the  control  of  parliament, 
except  the  privy  purse,  whicn  was  spe- 
ciidly  exempted  from  it ;  and,  in  the  last 
case,  which  gave  to  these  arrangements 
the  form  of  laW|  the  amount  of  the  privy 


purse  was  apbdfically  stated,  as  at  present, 
at  GOfiOOl.  Fourtlily,  the  Regency  bill 
of  1788  secured  the  privy  purse,  its 
profits  and  savings,  to  the  king*  Fifthly, 
DY  an  act  passed  in  1799,  the  power,  m 
the  king,  of  bequeathing  those  savings  as 
private  property  was  distmctly  recognized. 
Sixthly,  by  the  act  of  1811,  which  set 
apart  the  privy  purse  as  the  indubitable 
property  of  the  Urown,  as  it  had  been  set 
apart  by  the  Regency  bill  of  1788 — a 
preoedent  the  more  important  as  it  could 
not  be  doubted,  that  the  latter  had  re- 
ceived the  approbation  and  sanction  of 
his  majesty  after  his  recovery.  And 
lastly,  the  act  of  1812  completely  set  the 
question  at  rest. 

Haviog  thus,  with  a  brevity  for  which 
he  ought  to  apologize,  enumerated  the 
series  of  acts  by  which  the  legislature  had 
given  a  new  character  to  the  fund  in 
question,  he  would  make  a  few  observa- 
tions on  what  had  fallen  the  other  night 
from  an  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr. 
Scarlett^  who  had  discussed  this  part  of 
the  subject  with  infinite  acuteness  and 
ingenuity.  He  could  assure  that  hon*  and 
learned  gentleman  that  he  had  witnessed 
the  exercise  of  his  talents  on  that  occasion 
with  as  much  satisFaction  as  could  have 
been  felt  by  any  one  of  those  whoshouted 
around  him.  In  reply  to  his  right  hon. 
friend,  the  member  for  the  University  of 
Oxford,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  declared,  that  the  preamble  of  the 
act  passed  in  the  early  part  of  the  present 
reien  for  regulating  the  civil  list,  which 
had  been  quoted  by  his  right  hon.  friend* 
was  not  more  conspicuous  for  expressions 
of  gratitude  to  the  sovereign  than  the 
preamble  of  the  act  of  the  1st  of  George 
2nd,  but  was  in  fact  verbatim  in  the  same 
language.  He  (Mr.  C.)  confessed  that 
he  had  been  astounded  at  this  declaration; 
knowing,  or  at  least  believing,  that 
George  2nd  had  not  surrendered  the  be- 
reditary  revenues  of  the  Crown  to  the 
disposal  of  parliament,  but  had  enjoyed 
them  all  his  life ;  and  seeing  that  the  sur- 
render of  those  hereditary  revenues  by 
the  present  king,  on  bis  accession  to  the 
throne,  had  been  the  chief  topic  of  ac- 
knowledement  and  panegyric  m  the  pre* 
amble  ot  the  act  quoted  by  his  right  hon. 
friend.  He  had  been  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
how  George  2nd  could  be  complimented 
for  what  he  did  nol  do,  in  the  same  man* 
ner  as  George  Srd  for  what  he  did.  But 
as  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  made 
the  statement  with  the  book  lying  open 
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before  him,  he  had  abstained  at  the  time 
from  expreseing  any  distrust  of  the  quo* 
tation.    He  had  since  examined  the  pre- 
amble adverted  to  br  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  and  had  not  been  able  to  dis- 
cover  in  it  a  single  word  of  the  language 
employed  in  the  preamble  of  the  1st  of 
George  Srd,  with  reference  to  the  com* 
mutation  of  the  hereditary  revenues.  The 
reason  was  obvious:  neither  George 2od 
nor  George  1st,  nor  any  predecessor  of 
his  present  majesty,  stood  in  the  same 
situation.    If  George  Srd  was,  indeed,  to 
be  considered  as  a  pensioner  on  the  public 
bomity,  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that 
he  had  obtained  his  pension  by  giving  up 
a  valuable  consideration  to  the  public* 
George  2nd  retained  his  hereditary  re- 
venues ;  in  addition  to  which,  the  annual 
sum  of  120,000/.  was  set  apart  with  an 
unilateral  agreement,  that  if  the  revenues 
and  the  grant  together  fell  short  of  a  cer- 
tain sum,  the  deficiency  should  be  made 
good  by  parliament.    George  Srd,  on  the 
contrary,  gave  up  his  hereditary  revenues; 
which,  if  he  had  enjoved  them  up  to  the 
present   period,   would  have  placed  his 
majesty  in  a  much  better  pecuniary  situa- 
tion  than  that  in  which  he  actually  stood. 
A  more  peculiar  delicacy  ought,  there- 
fore, in  his  opinion,  to  be  observed  with 
regard  to  his  majesty's  property,  not  only 
timn  to  that  of  any  former  sovereign,  but, 
he  had  almost  said,  of  any  private  indivi- 
dual, since  his  majesty's  consideration  for 
the  public  interest  had  induced  him  to 
act  with  so  generous  a  liberality  towards 
his  people.    All,  however,  that  he  (Mr. 
C«)  desired  was,  that  the  same  security 
should  be  afforded  to  his  majesty's  pn- 
▼ate  property  as  was  given  by  the  laws  to 
the  private  property  of  the  meanest  of  his 
subjects;  and  that  the  first  monarch  of 
his  race  who  had  reposed  an  unlimited 
truet  in  his  people's  justice,  should  not 
be  also  the  first  whose  property  was  to  be 
invaded  by  a  rude  and  unsparing  hand  in 
the  hour  of  sickness,  age,  and  helpless- 
ness.   It  was  nothing  to  him  to  be  told 
that  his  majesty  was  insensible,  and  could 
BOt  know  it-— Uiat  he  was  blind  and  could 
not  see  it— that  he  was  deaf,  and  could 
net  hear  it.    He  (Mr.  Canning)  should 
not  be  able,  from  sudi  considerations,  to 
derive  any  consolation  for  any  wrong  done 
to  his  sovereign.    He  could  not  lose  the 
memory  of  what  his  king  had  been,  in  the 
contemplation  of  what  he  was.    He  could 
not  forget  that  the  greater  part  of  that 
period  during  which  the  House  of  Brans- 
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wick  had  governed  these  realms— a  period 
which  had  been  emphatically  termed  the 
reign  of  donstitutional  liberty— had  been 
passed  under  his  majesty's  happy  rule. 
He  conld  not  forget  how  materially  the 
nnstained  character,  the  faultless  example 
of  his  majesty,  during  a  storm  of  near 
thirty  years  duration,  which  threatened 
the  stability  of  his  throne  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  his  kingdom,  had  contributed 
to  save  the  country  both  from  external 
and  internal  danger.  In  his  present  se« 
eluded  and  melancholy  condition, 
«  —  all  nature  left  a  blank, 

^And  knowledge  at  one  entrance  quite 
shut  out," 

a  ruin,  it  was  true,  but  a  venerable  ruin ; 
the  infirpaities  of  the  king  were  any  thing 
but  an  argument  against  his  rights* 
<<  Scathed  by  Heaven's  lightning,''  but 
consecrated  as  much  as  blasted  by  the 
blow,  he  yet  exhibited  to  the  awe  and 
veneration  of  mankind,  a  mighty  menu* 
ment  of  strength  and  majesty  in  decay. 
He  stood  like  the  oak  of  the  poet,  strip- 
ped of  that  luxuriant  foliage,  and  spread- 
ing those  denuded  arms,  which  had  af« 
forded  shelter  to  successive  generations, 

^'  et  trunco  non  frondibns  efficit  umbram.'^ 

—Let  not  the  House,  then,  listen  to  the 
suggestions  of  trenching  upon  the  pro- 
perty of  such  a  sovereign ^ffuaranteed  ta 
him  as  it  was  by  justice  ana  by  law,  and 
protected  by  every  compact  add  by  every 
sentiment  that  link  the  frame  of  society 
together. 

Mr.  Scarlett  said,  he  rose  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  setting  himself  right  with 
regard  to  a  misapprehension,  as  to  what 
had  fallen  from  him  in  the  former  debate* 
What  he  had  then  stated  was,  that  many 
expressions  similar,  if  not  verbatim  the 
same,  to  those  of  the  preamble  to  the  1st 
of  Geo.  Srd.  were  to  be  found  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the.  1st  of  Geo.  2nd.  [Mo^ 
no !  from  the  Ministerial  sidcj  He  was 
obliged  to  those  gentlemen  who  did  him 
the  honour  thus  to  assist  his  recollection, 
and  he  would  therefore  read  the  latter 
preamble.  No  doubt  it  contained  none 
of  those  effusions  of  loyalty  which  were 
produced  by  his  majesty's  surrender  of 
hb  hereditary  revenues,  and  on  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Peel)  had 
descanted  with  so  much  animation,  but 
which  did  not  occupy  above  two  or  three 
lines  in  a  very  long  preamble.  If,  how* 
ever,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  de- 
sirous of  finding  similar  demonstrations  of 
ardent  and  afiectionate  loyah/t  he  would 
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refer  him  to  an  act  passed  in  the  time  of 
Hear  J  Sth^  in  which  the  parliameDt,^  in 
eloquent  and  glowing  lanffuage»  enaUed 
the  king  to  devise  away  the  whole  king- 
dom by  will. 

Mr.  Brmigktm  assured  the  House  that 
he  would  keep  a  promise  which  was  often 
madet  especially  at  so  kite  an  hour,  but 
which  was  notuways  fulfilled.  He  should 
occupy  Tory  little  of  their  time,  while  he 
atatedthe  reasons  that  induced  him  to  op- 
pose  this  resolution.  Indeed,  he  should 
not  have  given  these  reasons  at  all,  but 
for  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentlenan 
who  had  set  down  a  little  while  ago,  and 
the  pains  which  he  had  taken  to  divert 
the  House  from  the  question  before  them, 
and  to  lead  their  attention  off  to  any 
other  subject  but  the  particular  one  on 
which  they  were  to  decide.  He  had 
charged  his  hon.  and  learned  Inend-^and 
this  was  not  the  first  time  the  charge  had 
been  brought  against  him  that  night— with 
answering  speeches  that  had  been  deli- 
vered on  former  occasions.  But  he  now 
charged  the  right  hon.  gentleman  with 
beipff  himself  an  example  of  a  defect 
which  he  reproved  in  others.  The  right 
hon.  ffentleman  had  not  onl^  replied  to  a 
speech  made  on  a  former  nigh^  but  had 
advanced  additional  arguments  on  a  sub* 
ject  fldready  discussed  His  hon.  and 
learned  friend  certainly  had  alluded  to 
Che  former  discussion;  but  in  arguing 
on  the  present  resolution,  he  had  con- 
fined himself  strictly  to  the  subject  of  the 
resolution,  whether  the  grant  should  be 
made  or  not;  and  had  not  entered 
on  the  consideration,  whether  it  should 
be  paid  out  of  the  privy  purse,  or 
out  of  any  other  fiind.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  even  attempted  to 
answer  any  part  of  that  argumentative 
speech.  He  had  also  entirely  mistaken 
tne  grounds  on  which  his  right  hon. 
Inend  opposed  the  resolution.  His  right 
hon.  fnend  had  distinctly  said,  tbat 
though  he  himself  would  not  quarrd  with 
the  measure,  so  long  as  the  poolic  did  not 
pay  the  10,000(L,  so  long  as  that  grant  to 
the  dnke  of  York  was  paid  out  of  the 
privy  purse,  or  out  of  die  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster; yet  there  might  be  others  who 
would  not  apee  to  the  measure  even  on 
these  oooditioDs,  aad  on  a  future  night  he 
might  take  their  ebjections.  The  right 
hon.  gentleoMm  said,  that  this  side  of  the 
House  could  not  be  pleased;  that  they 
objected  equally  to  the  minute  and  dis- 
gusting details  oi  domestic  expenses,  and 
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to  an  estimate  of  the  whole  without  any 
details.  Their  complaint  was,  that  minis- 
ters never  came  manfully  forward,  but 
sought  shelter  under  committees,  and 
made  use  of  them  to  degrade  the  mem- 
bers of  the  royal  family,  whom  it  was  their 
duty  to  protect  and  dignify.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  misrepresented  a 
nttle  mat  had  happened  in  the  committee. 
**  What  great  reduction,"  said  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  had  been  made  in  the 
committee?  Two  equerries  at  a  salary 
of  600it.  had  been  struck  off!  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  kept  to  himself  the 
fact,  that  my  lord  Morton,  and  my 
lord  Harcourt  had  been  struck  off  the 
establishment,  together  with  several  si- 
milar offices,  making  in  all  a  reduction 
of  from  7  to  8,000i.  on  the  amount 
proposed  by  ministers.  He  had  under- 
stood the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  say 
that  l(^dO(¥.  were  already  appropri- 
ated and  settled  by  act  of  parliament  on 
the  ofllce  of  cvtioif  and  that  the  death 
of  the  queen  did  not  make  any  difference, 
as  the  grant  must  be  continued  while  the 
office  was  continued.  The  act  of  1812 
had  been  referred  to  as  the  authority  for 
this  constnictiod,  and  he  should  therefore 
read  part  of  it.  [The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  then  read  part  of  the  act.3  He 
contended  that  the  sum  was  granted  to 
that  individual  while  ac^of,and  must  revert 
to  the  public  at  her  demise.  It  then  became 
the  property  of  the  public,  and  it  would  re- 
quire a  new  act  to  take  it  from  the  public. 
The  resolution  proposed  that  a  certain 
sum  should  be  allowed  the  duke  of  York 
to  meet  'the  expenses  of  the  office  of 
cudoi;  hot  whence  arose  that  increased 
expense,  and  how  could  he  be  exposed  to 
any  at  all  near  that  sum  i  As  long  as  go- 
vernment was  willing  that  the  expense, 
great  or  small,  should  be  paid  from  any 
other  fund  than  the  public  purse,  the 
House  of  Commons  said,  take  it.  But 
the  House  said,  that  government  must 
not  call  on  the  public  to  pay  this  expense, 
Ibr  then  delicacy  would  cease,  because  it 
was  better  to  he  indelicate  even  to  the 
ro^al  family,  Sf  necessary,  than  to  be 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust  to  the  public. 
Was  this  sura  to  be  given  for  necessary 
expense' r  On  that  he  would  go  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country,  and  on  that  the 
House  must  go  to  the  country.  He  would 
ask  the  member  for  St.  Mawes,  who 
talked  so  gallantly  of  his  constituents, 
how  the  expense  could  amount  to  one- 
tenth  of  that  sum.  But,  said  the  right 
(2Z) 
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bon.  gentlenian,  though  the  expense  ^id 
.-^not  amount  to  lO/XXV.  a  year,  there  was 
the  high  dignity  of  the  person,  and  the 
high  dignity  of  the  office*  to  be  considered. 
He  implored  the  House  to  consider  the 
fallacy  of  this  argument.  It  was  custo* 
mary  to  pay  a  suary  somewhat  propor- 
tionate to  the  rank  of  the  person ;  but  the 
resolution  stopped  that  construction  of 
the  grant ;  for  it  said  that  the  sum  was  to 
meet  the  expenses.  In  order  to  support 
this  argument  of  the  right  hon.  aentleman 
the  resolution  must  be  altereo,  and  the 
rank  of  the  duke  must  be  introduced. 
The  history  which  had  been  given  of  the 
whole  afGur  seemed  to  carry  with  it  the 
air  of  a  thing  got  up.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  said^  that  a  bill  was  first 
introduced  without  providing  any  salary, 
that  the  duke  mi^ht  take  the  office  wito- 
out  pay.  Then  it  was  brought  down  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  Uiere  all 
was  to  he  managed  without  the  duke  of 
Tork  knowing  any  thmg  of  it  If  this 
history  meant  any  thing,  it  meant  that  the 
duke  was  to  be  kept  ignorant  of  the  whole, 
and  that  the  delicate  task  was  to  be 
assigned  to  him  without  his  having  any 
reason  to  expect  a  salary.  But  what  fol- 
lowed ?  The  noble  lord  came  down  with 
a  message  on  the  subject  from  the  duke, 
and  threatened  the  House  with  infamy, 
if  they  did  not  allow  his  Royal  Highness 
10,000/.  a  jrear  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  pubhc.  He  thought  it  would 
have  been  better  if  the  noble  lord  had 
not  tried  to  extort  money  by  diat  threat. 
Being  aware,  then,  that  there  was  no  ex- 
pense proportionate  to  the  amount  of  this 
grant;  that  there  was  no  responsibility 
attending  the  office ;  that  there  was  no 
great  labour  attached  to  the  duties  of  it ; 
and  reflecting,  that  the  duke  of  York 
stood  in  so  near  a  relation  to  his  majesty, 
be  saw  no  reason,  either  from  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  or  from  any 
thing  he  had  heard  from  others,  to  alter 
the  opinion  which  he  had  formed  on  hear- 
ing the  irresistible  speech  of  his  right  hon. 
friend. 

Thequestionbeingput,Tbat "  lO^OOM.*' 
stand  part  of  the  resolution,  the  House 
divided:  Ayes,  247;  Noes,  IS7.  Ma- 
jority, 110.  The  resolution  was  then 
agreed  to. 

List  of  the  Minority. 
AnsoB,  hon.  G.  Barham,  J.  F. 

Aubr«v,  sir  J»  Bamett,  James 

Blandrord,  marquis        Bankers  Hen. 
Baring,  sir  T.  Benyon,  Ben. 
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Clifford,  capt. 
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Denman,  Thomas 
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Dickinson,  Wm. 
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Dundas,  Charles 
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Fazakerly,  N. 
Foley,  Thos. 
Fit^erald,  lord  W. 
Finlay,  K. 
Gordon,  Robert 
Graham,  J.  R.  G. 
Graham,  Sandford 
Grenfell,  Pascoe 
Gurncy,  R.  U. 
Guise,  ^r  W. 
Griffith,  J,  W. 
Gaskell,  Benj. 
Harcourt,  John 
Hill,  lord  A. 
Harvey,  D.  W. 
Heygate,  alderman 
lionywood,  W.  P. 
Hurst,  R. 

Hutchinson,  hon.  C, 
Lamb,  hon.  W. 
Lambton^  J.  G. 
Lemon,  sir  W. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Longman,  G. 
Lyttelton,hon.W.H. 
Marrvat,  J. 
Macoonald,  James 
Macleod,  Roderick 
Maitland,  J.  B. 
Martin,  John 


Methuen^  Paul 
Milbank,  Mark 
Monck.sirC. 
Morpeth,  lord 
Moore,  Peter 
Newman,  R.  W. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Nugent,  lord 
Neville,  hon.  R. 
North,  Dudley 
Ord,  Wm. 
O'CalWhan  James 
Pares,  Tnos. 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Pamell,  sir  H. 
Peirse,  H. 
Piggott,  sir  A. 
Power,  Richard 
Phillips,  C.  M. 
Philips,  Geor{je 
Philips,  Geo.  jun. 
Price,  Robert 
Pryse,  P. 
Ramsden.  J.  C. 
Rancliffe  lord 
Rickford,  J. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Robarts,W.T. 
Roberts,  A. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Russell,  lord  John 
Rusbell.  R.  G. 
Rumbold,C.  E. 
Sinclair,  George 
Scarlett,  James 
Sebright,  nr  John 
Seflon,  wl  of 
Smith,  Wm. 
Smith,  S. 
Smith,  hon.  R. 
Smith,  James 
Spenceri  brd  R. 
Stewart,  Wm. 
Svinonds,T.  P. 
Tavistock)  marq.  of 
Taylor,  C.W. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Tierney,  rt.  hon.  G* 
Thorp,  alderman 
Tremayne,  J.  H. 
Wuthman,alderman 
Walpole,  hon.  gen. 
Webl>,£d. 

Wellesley,W.P.TX. 
Western,  C  C. 
Whitbread,  Wm.  . 
Wilson,  sir  Robert 
WUliams,  W. 
Wharton,  John 
Woody  araermaa 
Wynn,C.W. 
WHkins,  W. 

TiLLcas. 
Althotp,  lord     , 
Ebrin^toiPi  lord 
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Agricultural  Petitions.]  Mr. 
DkkUutm  said»  he  held  in  hit  hand  two 
petitions  siffnedlby  several  respectable  oc- 
cupiers of  umd  in  the  county  of  Somerset, 
prajriog  for  the  imposition  of  duUes  on 
Nieign  produce.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  thought  the  present  discussion  of 
any  measure  of  this  sort  inexpedient.  At 
the  same  tune  he  concurred  with  the  pe- 
titioners in  thinking  that  the  scmI  of  the 
country  wes  capable  of  growing  sufficient 
com  tot  the  support  <^  its  inhabitants, 
nnd  that  we  nngbt  become,  as  we  had 
once  been,  nn  exporting  instead  of  an 
importioff  people.  He  thought,  too,  that 
it -would  be  sound  policy  not  to  depend 
•n  other  nations  for  sustenance.  In  the 
present  drenmstances,  however,  he  was 
aure  that  the  petitioners  would  not  wish 
to  oppose  the  current  of  opinion  in  that 
House. 

Mr.  Bmk  obserred*  that  intimately 
conneeted  as  he  was  with  a  large  manu- 
Ibcturing  district,  he  could  not  hear  In 
ailence  the  many  references  made  to  this 
aubject.  Ha  knew  not  how  to  sive 
credit  to  the  assertion,  that  the  soil  ofthe 
country  was  adeauate  to  the  support  of 
the  population.  His  belief  was,  tnat  the 
population  had  considerably  overrun  the 
native  produce.  If  this  were  not  the  case, 
k  would  be  difficult  to  account  for  the  im- 
Bsense  importations  of  foreign  com  which 
IumI  taken  place.  Without  such  a  supply, 
he  would  ask  the  House  to  consider  what 
must  have  been  the  price  of  com.  He 
trusted  that  no  mischievous  result  would 
be  produced  by^  these  petitions;  but  if 
there  should,  it  must  be  ascribed  to 
those  who  caused  the  agitation  of  the 
■ttbieet. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Coal  Duties.]  Sir  CLMorgan  pre- 
aented  a  petition  irom  Monmouthstiire 
against  any  change  in  the  coal  duties. 

Mr.  Newman  observed,  tlust  nothing 
could  be  more  unjust  than  ue  present 
aystem,  and  he  hoped  ministers  would  see 
the  subject  in  the  same  Ught. 

Sir  r.  Morgan  said,  that  the  proposi- 
tion which  had  been  made  on  the  subiect 
of  the  coal  duties,  if  carried  into  efltect, 
would  cause  the  greatest  distress  in  those 
districu  in  which  coab  were  indispensable 
to  manufactures. 
'  *  Mr.  Ednaryh  perfectly  agreed  with  the 
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bon.  bamnet :  to  tax  coals  at  tibe  mine 
would  be  an  incalculable  injury  to  the 
iron  works ;  and  when  the  magnitude  of 
those  works  was  considered,  the  import- 
ance  of  the  question  would  be  evident. 
There  was  not  a  man  who  wore  hob  naiis 
in  his  shoes  who  woirid  not  suller  by  such 
an  imposition.  Being  perfectly  convinced 
of  the  inpolicy  of  any  change,  be  did 
hope  that  parliament  would  leave  the  law 
reapecting  the  duties  on  coals  untouched. 
*  Sir  Itaac  Coffin  observed,  that  the  poor 
in  the  counties  which  would  be  most  ma- 
terially affected  by  any  change  in  the  du* 
ties  on  coals  were  already  in  such  a  state 
that  they  could  scarcely  buy  shoes  to 
their  feet  or  salt  to  their  porridge.  Tho 
fat  eaters  of  venison  in  the  metropolis 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  themselves  for 
wishing  to  benefit  by  a  farther  pressure 
on  those  who  were  already  enduring  so 
much. 

Mr.  jE.  J.  LUtleion  knew  no  question 
that  had  created  a  greater  ferment  through 
the  country,  than  that  of  making  an  al- 
teration in  the  existing  duties  upon  coals. 
No  time  should  be  lost  by  ministers  in  de« 
ciding  on  the  subject,  as  an  additional 
hour  of  delay  only  served  to  heighten  that 
alarm  which  had  been  already  suffered  to 
have  gone  too  far. 

Mr.  Bennei  said,  he  would  give  every 
opposition  to  the  meditated  equalisation 
of  the  duties  upon  coal.  The  people  of 
Shropshire  and  Staffordshire  were  parti- 
cularly anxious  on  the  subject,  a  people 
than  whom  there  did  not  exist  any  more 
grateful  or  more  loyal  in  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Calcra/l  remarked,  that  those  who 
supported  the  equalization  of  the  duties* 
had  no  wish  that  those  who  worked  at  the 
coal  mines  should  be  unemployed ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  thought  that  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  measure  would  increase 
the  consumption  ofthe  article  in  question. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  people  of  Shrop- 
shire and  Staflfordshire  were  adverse  to 
any  change,  for  they  were  possessed  of 
peculiar  advantages  at  present,  and  like 
all  persons  so  situated  regarded  with 
jealousy  the  approach  of  any  thing  in  die 
shape  of  alteration.  For  his  part,  he  was 
against  any  monopoly  of  benefit,  and 
would  therefore  support  a  proposition  for 
a  more  equal  distribution  ofthe  duties  on 
coals. 

Mr.  8.  Worlley  said,  he  would  give  hu 
determined  opposition  to  any  proposition 
for  a  change  in  the  present  duties,  con- 
ceiving that  the  comp laintt  made  agaiqst 
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tbem  vere  utterly  unfouDded  and  lanjgsl;. 
Mr.  ProAeroe  observed,  that  this  was 
evidently  a  caie  in  which  parties  were 
contending  for  their  separate  intereslis, 
and  it  was  for  the  House  to  decide  between 
them.  It  bad  an  anomalous  appearance, 
that  one  half  of  the  country  snould  be 
exempt  from  a  tax  to  whicn  the  other 
was  subject.  The  inhabitants  of  Stafford- 
shire had  no  reason  for  discontent  or  alarm 
in  their  present  circumstances;  since  the 
iron-trade  was  now  fiouijshing  ^re  with 
unprecedented  success.  He  should  op- 
pose  any  tax  Whatever  oa  coals,  ^eing  sa» 
tisfied  that  this  was  one  of  ibose  impolitic 
measures  which  defeated  its  /9wn  end,  and 
that  the  impulse  which  its  repeal  would 
give  to  manufactures  would  more  than 
compensate  a  iemporary  reduction  of  tb§ 
revenue* 

,  Mr.  Holme  Sumner  was  not  surprised 
that  gentlemeu  who  represented  those 
counties  in  which  coal  duties  were  in- 
operative should  object  ^  anv  alteration 
in  the  nature  of  tben^  The  sua)  of 
1,020,000/.  was  annually  raised  by  the 
duties  on  coals.  Of  that  sum  the  coun* 
ties  of  Middlesex  andSurrey  paid  $80,000;.; 
four  other  counties  paid  SWfiOOl*;  and 
the  rest  of  the  kingdom  was  altogether 
exempt.  When  it  was  recollected  how 
heavily  this  tax,  on  an  article  so  neces- 
sary to  common  domestic  purposes,  must 
bear  on  the  lower  orders,  the  expediency 
of  taking  its  more  general  diffusion  into 
considsration  must  be  acknowledged. 
Whatever  might  be  said  on  the  other  side 
of  the  question,  he  was  detemioed 
that  this  important  subject  should  be 
brought  forward.  It  was  most  unjust  that 
two  or  three  millions  jof  th^se  persons  in 
the  kingdom,  who  were  Jthe  Jeaijit  able  to 
support  it,  should  have  the  present  ^• 
elusive  burden  pressing  on  them.  It 
sometimes  happened,  eepeciallyinsprinff, 
that  fidverse  wmds  prevented  amr  arrivw 
in  the  pooL  To  rich  men  who  had  their 
cellars  full  of  coals  this  was  isBMaeaterial, 
but  to  the  poor  the  difference  of  price, 
occasioned  by  such  ai^ircumstance,  com- 
bined wit)i  the  dutiea,  was  most  op- 
pressive. He  was  consriocedthjat  a  greater 
revenue  would  be  derived  by  a  duty  of 
six-pence  or  a  shillii^  achaldrpn,  equally 
diffused  over  the  kingdesPi  ^an  by  a  par- 
tial tax  on  aay  district.  Jn  the  present 
atate  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  it 
was  not  tif  be  expected  that  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  could  abandon  the  tax 
altogether,  but  he  trusted  that  the  right 
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hon.  ffentleman  would  consent  to  such  a 
modification  as  would  render  it  less  par- 
tial. He  should  feel  himself  guilty  of  a 
dereliction  of  his  duty,  ifthemembeMfor 
the  citjr  of  I^ondon  were  appalled  by  tb§ 
opposition  to  the  proposed  measure,  wene 
he  not  himseli^  on  an  early  day,  te  lirieg 
it  under  the  consideration  of  th»  House. 

Lord  Granville  Somena  renonstiatei 
agaipst  aay  altecaUo^  in  the  dlUiea. 

Mr.  N.  Calvert  contended  that  the 
esSstiag  tax  was  partial  and  unjust. 

LoroT  Castlereagh  observed,  that  tb« 
present  was  scare^y  a  ftjr  opp^Uini^  for 
discussing  the  subject. 

Mr.  LtuUUM  admitted  the  Ivutb  of  \ha 
noble  lord's  remar)^  but  added^  that 
wheneyer  the  hon.  viember  {or  Susvey 
should  bring  forwesd  the  motion  ^i 
which  he  had  given  notice,  he  would  giv» 
it  bis  moH  decided  opposition* 

Ordered  to  he  on  tne  labk. 


Penryw  Election.]  Mr. 
Wright  informed  the  House,  thai  the 
select  committee  appointed  to  try  tha 
merits  of  the  petition  complaining  of  am 
undue  return  for  the  borough  of  f  enryil# 
had  determined,  <<  That  Henry  Swann» 
esq.  is  not  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serrai 
in  this  present  parliament  for  the  borougb 
of  Peoryn  :<— That  John  l^vioount  A»>> 
derdon,  e«q.  is  not  duly  el^fltodAburg^se 
to  serve  in  this  preseni  pfirMaasent  for  the 
said  borough :— That  the  petitieo  of  thfi 
said  John  Xavicount  Anderdon,  eiq*  di4 
not  app^r  to  the  committee  to  be  frWeloea 
or  vexatious  »—*That  the  opposition  of  the 
said  Henrv  Swann,  esq»,  to  the  said  pe»» 
tition,  did  not  appear  to  the  «eid  oonH 
mittee  to  be  frivolo^  of  vexatious/'  The 
hen.  member  add^d,  thaA  he  was  directed 
to  inform  the  House,  thAt  the  House  had 
come  to  the  following  Resolutions:— 1« 
<<  That  it  appears  to  this  committeeb  that 
Henry  Swann,  esq.,  was  guiltv  of  bribery 
at  the  last  election  for  the  bergogh  of 
Fenryn,  and  is  thereby  ineapaciAated  to 
serve  in  parliament  at  such  election*  % 
That  it  appears,  by  evidence  before  this 
committee,  that  John  Goodeve,  Henry 
Purpsfprd,  and  Abraham  Winn,  were 
guilty  of  corrupt  piactice^to  influence  the 
last  el^etion  for  the  borough  of  Peenrn. 
S.  That  it  appears,  by  evidence  heiwa 
this  committee,  that  Henry  Carter,  Thomaa 
Rosman,  John  Gill,  Francis  Major,  James 
Cock,  Charles  Luckie  Skinner,  William 
Trathan,  and  William  Lapshire,  received 
bribes  to  induce  them  to  giye  Iheir.yDles 
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at  the  laaC  electioo  for  the  borough  of 
Peoryn."— -The  hoo.  member  then  moved, 
«<  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant 
to  the  derk  of  the  CrowOy  to  make  out  a 
neir  writ  for  the  electing  of  a  burgess  to 
serve  in  this  present  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Penryn,  in  the  room  of  Henry 
Swanoy  esq.)  wliose  election  has  been  de- 
termined to  be  void." 

Sir  C  Burrdl  regretted  that  he  felt  it 
bis  duty  to  oppose  the  motion  for  issuing 
a  writ  for  an  election  for  this  borough ; 
but  it  appeared  to  hiai  that  the  case  was 
one  which  required  that  the  minutes  of 
the  evidenoOf  and  proceedings  of  the 
coflimjttee*  ought  to  be  laid  before  the 
House.  He  understood  that  lists  had 
been  given  in  on  each  side,  containing 
each  the  names  of  above  one  hundred  in« 
dividuab  who  had  been  guilty  of  bribery. 
It  also  appeared  hv  the  report,  that  three 
persons,  emoloyed  as  agents  at  the  last 
election,  haa  been  guilty  of  corrupt  prac* 
tices.  Ob  the  whole,  therefore,  he  thought 
it  intpossible  for  the  House  to  form  a  just 
opinion  on  this  case,  until  it  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  minutes  of  the  committee, 
and  that  this  should  be  done  before  the 
new  writ  was  issued,  or  any  other  pro* 
jceediog  adopted.  He  concluded  by 
moving  an  amendment,  by  leaving  out 
from  the  word  **  do,*'  to  the  end  of  the 
ijttestion,  in  order  to  add  the  words,  **  not 
issue  his  warrant  to  the  derk  of  the 
Crown,  to  make  out  a  new  writ  for  the 
electing  of  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
aent  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Penryn, 
until  the  House  shall  have  proceeded  to 
take  the  said  report  into  further  conside- 
tion,*'  instead  tnereof. 

Mr.  Uolfiird  said,  it  was  not  usual  to 
suspend  the  issue  of  a  new  writ,  unless  on 
very  evident  grounds  for  doing  so.  The 
report  did  not  convey  such  a  general  ac- 
cusation of  corruption  on  the  part  of  the 
electors  as  shoulo,  in  his  opinion,  induce 
the  House  to  adopt  the  measure  sug- 
gested. 

Mr.  a  Haroeif  said,  that  the  lisU  of 
voters  guilty  of  bribery  had  been  israed 
by  each'party,  with  the  view  of  disqualify- 
ing any  further  voles  oo  behalf  of  either 
party. 

Mr.  Cattto  said,  that  the  bribery  had 
been  so  notorious  that  nocioea  were  issued 
by  each  party,  stattng  that  votes  given  to 
tae  other  would  be  thrown  away.  It  also 
appeared  that  the  three  agento  who  had 
been  found  guilty  of  corrupt  practices 
were  contractors  for  the  borough.    Un- 


der these  circumstances,  he  thought  the 
House  diould  pause  before  the  writ  was 
issued. 

A  Member  of  the  Committee,  whose 
name  we  cotdd  no^^iearn,  said  that  a 
strong  feding  existed  in  the  minority  of 
the  committee,  that  there  was  in  the 
transaction  si^dent  ground  for  disfran^ 
chising  the  borough,  but  they  bad  bowed 
to  the  greater  experience  of  other  gen« 
tlemen.  In  his  oinnion,  the  House  could 
not  adopt  a  wiser  or  a  better  measure, 
than  when  the  great  mass  of  the  electora 
of  an^  borouj^  wu  found  to  be  corrupt, 
to  disfranchise  it.  Nothing  would  oe 
better  calculated  to  tranquuliae  the  in- 
temperate agitation  that  existed  on  the 
subject  of  parliamentary  reform.  For 
himself,  he  was  a  moderate  reformer,  and 
he  most  strongly  reconmiended,  that  when 
die  electors  of  any  borough  were  proved 
to  have  add  that  birtbrignt  and  pnviieM 
by  whidi  this  country  was  so  happSy 
distinguished  from  the  nations  of  the  con* 
tinent,  diey  should  be  deprived  of  it ;  rad 
that  it  should  be  transferred  to  any  of 
those  great  towns,  such  as  Leeds,  Bir- 
mingham, Sheffidd,  or  Manchester,  atpr^ 
lent  unrepresented.  Snch  a  prooeaoing 
would  do  great  good;  and  would  pot  an 
end  to  the  com][3aints  of  those  misguided 
persons  out  of  doors,  who  said  that  the 
House  looked  with  indi&rence  on  cor- 
ruption [Hear,  heiuri]. 

Sir  J.  Newport  thought  that,  dthough 
the  House  in  the  first  instance  very 
property  delegated  their  right  of  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  an  dectimi  to  a  com* 
mittee,  yet  that  when  that  coaomittee 
reported  that  the  aittiog  member  was  dis- 
qualified on  die  ground  of  bribery,  and  that 
other  persons  were  implicated  both  as  the 
agents,  and  as  the  objects  of  that  inribery,  a 
,prmdjfiicie  case  was  made  out  for  laying 
on  Uie  table  the  minutes  of  the  evidence 
on  whidi  such  report  was  presented.  He 
perfoctly  agreed  with  the  bon.  sentlemea 
who  had  just  sat  down,  that  the  House 
should  effect  a  reform  in  dl  cases  in  wbidi 
generd  corruption  waa  manifest.  He 
was  sure  the  House  would  consult  the 
public  interest  and  tkmr  own  character 
py  looking  narrowlv  into  such  cases;  and 
thereby  showing  the  people,  that  while 
they  opposed  time  wild  schemes,  which 
tended  to  revdution,  they  were  anxious 
to  preserve  the  representatkin  in  a  pure 
end  oonstitutiomd  state.  The  House  had 
on  former  occasions,  exercised  the  power 
which  he  had  describedi  and  he  noped 
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them  were  utterly  unfoiUMled  and  uojusl. 
Mr.  Proiheroe  observed*  that  tliU  weg 
evidently  a  case  io  which  parties  were 
Qootendiog  for  their  separate  ii;itereis^ 
and  it  was  for  the  House  to  decide  between 
them.  It  had  an  anomalous  appear»nce> 
that  one  half  of  the  country  snould  be 
exempt  from  a  tax  to  which  the  other 
was  subject.  The  inhabitants  of  Stafford- 
shire  had  no  reason  for  discontent  or  alarm 
in  their  present  circumstances ;  since  the 
iron-trade  was  now  flourjlshing  ^here  with 
unprecedented  success,  ^e  should  op- 
pose  any  tax  whatever  on  coals,  ^eing  sa* 
tisfied  that  this  was  one  of  ihose  impolitic 
ipeasures  which  defeated  its  ^wn  endi  and 
that  the  imp^lse  which  its  repeal  would 
give  to  manuifactures  would  more  than 
compensate  a  temporary  reduction  QStb§ 
revenue. 

,  Mr.  Holme  Sumner  was  not  surprised 
that  gentlemen  who  represented  those 
counties  io  which  coal  duties  were  in- 
operative should  object  io  any  alteration 
In  the  nature  of  thgo^.  The  sum  of 
lfi20flQ0l.  was  annually  raised  by  the 
duties  on  coals.  Of  that  sum  the  coun- 
ties of  Middlesex  andSurrey  paid  680,000;.; 
four  other  counties  paid  340,000^.;  and 
the  rest  of  the  kingdom  was  altogether 
exempt.  When  it  was  recollected  how 
heavily  this  tax,  on  an  article  so  neces- 
sary to  common  domestic  purposes,  must 
bear  on  the  lower  orders,  the  expediency 
of  taking  its  more  general  diffusion  into 
consideration  must  be  acknowledged. 
Whatever  might  be  said  on  the  other  side 
of  the  question,  he  was  determioed 
that  this  important  subject  diould  be 
brought  forward.  It  was  most  unjust  that 
two  or  three  millions  jof  thpse  persons  in 
the  kingdom,  who  were  Jthe  iea4  able  to 
support  it,  should  have  the  present  ^- 
ciusive  burden  pressing  on  tbem*  It 
sometimes  happened,  especially  ioaprinc, 
that  adverse  wmds  pievented  amr  arrivals 
io  the  pooL  To  rich  men  who  Iwd  their 
cellars  full  of  coals  this  was  imosaterial^ 
but  to  the  poor  the  difference  of  price, 
occasioned  by  such  a  lurcumstaoce,  com- 
bined wit|i  the  duties,  was  most  op- 
pressive. He  was  conmced  that  a  greater 
revenue  would  be  derived  by  a  duty  of 
six-pence  or  fi  shiUiog  achaldrpn,  equally 
diffused  over  the  kingdom,  than  by  a  par- 
tial tax  on  amr  district.  In  Uie  present 
atate  of  the  wumoes  of  the  country,  it 
was  not  tif  be  expected  that  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  could  fdwndon  the  tax 
r,  bat  he  trusted  thst  the  right 
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hon.  gentleman  would  consent  to  audi  a 
modification  as  would  render  it  less  par- 
tial. He  sliould  fed  himself  guilty  of  a 
dereliction  of  hia  doty,  ifthemembensfor 
the  dty  of  ]Umdon  were  appalled  by  th9 
opposition  to  the  proposed  measure,  irere 
he  not  himself,  on  an  early  day,  to  briag 
it  under  the  consideratioii  of  itie  Hoiw* 

iiord  Granville  Somernt  rensonstraleA 
agaiost  any  alteiatio^  io  the  diiities. 

Mr.  N.  Calvert  contended  that  Ibe 
/existing  lax  was  partial  and  unjust. 

Lord  Cadlereagh  observed,  that  the 
present  was  scarcely  a  4ir  opportunity  for 
^iscussin^  the  subjeeL 

Mr.  Lmleian  admitted  the  Initb  of  tbo 
noble  lord's  remark,  but  added,  that 
wheneyer  the  hon.  ipember  fibr  Surrey 
should  bring  forwasd  the  motioD  oif 
which  he  haiij^iwen  notice,  be  would  givia 
it  bis  most  decided  opposition* 

Ordered  to  Ue  on  toe  table. 

Penryn  Election.]  Mr.  Atkini 
Wright  informed  the  Houset  that  the 
select  committee  appointed  to  try  tba 
merits  of  the  petition  cooiplainiog  of  am 
undue  return  for  the  borougb  of  renryu, 
had  determined,  <<  Tha^  H^ry  jSwann* 
esq.  is  not  duly  elected  a  burgeaa  (p  aer fA 
in  this  present  parliaipent  for  thebprougii 
of  Penryn :— That  John  liftvioount  A»». 
derdoof  esq*  is  not  duly  elmsted^burgest 
to  serve  in  this  preseul  pfirMaamii  for  ch« 
aaid  borough  :-*That  the  petition  of  ihfi 
said  John  Xavicount  Anderdon,  esq»  di4 
not  appear  to  the  committee  to  be  frWelpua 
or  vexatious  >-*That  the  opposition  of  the 
said  Henry  Swaon,  esq*,  t9  the  said  p^ 
tition,  did  not  appear  to  the  amd  opiii* 
mittee  to  be  firivoloos  o^  vexatious/'  TI19 
hon.  member  add^  that  he  was  directed 
to  inform  the  House,  thiit  the  House  bad 
come  to  the  following  Resolutiops  ^^1* 
**  That  it  appeaia  to  this  comoaitt^  that 
Henry  Swann,  esq.,  was  guilty  of  bribery 
at  the  last  election  for  the  berpugh  of 
Penryn,  and  is  thereby  incapacitated  to 
serve  in  parliameot  at  such  f  leotioo.  & 
That  it  appeaiff  by  evidence  before  thia 
committee,  that  John  Goodeve,  Henry 
Punisfbrd,  and  Abraham  Wimi|  were 
ffttilty  of  corrupt  praoticeato  influence  tbo 
bst  eleetion  for  the  borough  of  Peonrn. 
8.  That  it  appears,  by  evidesmbdEem 
this  committee,  that  Henry  Carter,  Thomaa 
Roaman,  John  Gill,  Franois  Major,  Janes 
Cock,  Charles  Luckie  Skmiier»  William 
Trathan,  and  William  Lapshire,  received 
bribes  to  induce  ibem  to  give  (hair.viiiea 
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ftl  the  laaA  eledioo  for  the  borough  of 
Peoryn.".— The  hon.  member  then  moved, 
«  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  iasue  his  warrant 
to  the  derk  oi  tlie  Crown,  to  make  out  a 
new  writ  for  the  electing  of  a  burgeaa  to 
serve  in  this  present  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Penryn,  m  the  room  of  Henry 
Swann,  esq.,  whose  election  has  been  de» 
termined  to  be  void." 

Sir  C.  BurrM  regretted  that  he  felt  it 
bis  duty  to  oppose  the  motion  for  issuing 
a  writ  for  an  election  for  this  borough ; 
but  it  aopeared  to  him  that  the  case  was 
one  wmch  required  that  the  minutes  of 
the  evidence,  and  proceedings  of  the 
eooimittee,  ought  to  be  laid  befi>rethe 
House.  He  understood  that  lists  had 
been  given  in  on  each  side,  containing 
each  toe  names  of  above  one  hundred  in* 
divjduab  who  had  been  guilty  of  bribery. 
It  also  appeared  bjr  the  report,  that  three 
pernons,  employea  as  agents  at  the  last 
election,  haa  been  guilty  of  corrupt  prac- 
tices. On  the  whole,  therefore,  he  thought 
it  impossible  for  the  House  to  form  a  just 
opinion  on  this  case,  until  it  was  in  pes- 
seaston  of  the  minutes  of  the  committee, 
and  that  this  should  be  done  before  the 
new  writ  was  issued,  or  any  other  pro- 
joeediog  adopted.  He  concluded  1^ 
WMMring  an  amendment,  by  leaving  out 
from  the  word  ««  do,"  to  the  end  of  the 
(fuestion,  in  order  to  add  the  words,  «  not 
issue  his  warrant  to  the  derk  of  Uie 
Crown,  to  make  out  a  new  writ  for  the 
elecUog  of  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
aent  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Penryn, 
until  the  House  shall  have  proceeded  to 
Cake  the  said  report  into  further  conside- 
tion,'*  instead  tnereof. 

Mr.  Holfinrd  sold,  it  was  not  usud  to 
suspend  the  issue  of  a  new  writ,  unless  on 
very  evident  grounds  for  dmng  ao.  The 
report  did  not  convey  such  a  general  ac* 
eusatioB  of  corruption  on  the  part  of  the 
electors  as  shoulo,  in  his  opinion,  induce 
the  House  to  adopt  the  measure  sug- 
gested. 

Mr.  C  Harvey  said,  that  the  listo  of 
voters  guilty  of  bribery  had  been  issued 
by  each  party,  with  the  view  of  Qualify- 
ing any  further  votes  on  bdudf  or  either 

Mr.  Cartw  said,  that  the  bribery  had 
been  so  notorious  that  notices  were  issued 
by  each  party,  stating  that  votes  given  to 
tsie  other  would  be  thrown  away.  It  also 
appeared  that  the  three  agenta  who  had 
oesB  fonnd  guilty  of  corrupt  practices 
were  contractors  for  the  borough.    Un* 


der  these  circumstances,  he  thought  the 
House  should  pause  before  the  writ  waa 
issued. 

A  Member  of  the  Committee,  whose 
name  we  could  no^ieam^  said  that  a 
strong  feeling  existed  in  the  minority  of 
the  committee,  that  there  was  in  the 
transaction  sidficient  ground  for  disfran* 
ebbing  the  borough,  but  they  had  bowed 
to  the  greater  experience  of  other  gen- 
tlemen. In  his  opinion,  the  House  could 
not  adopt  a  wiser  or  a  better  measure^ 
than  when  the  great  mass  of  the  electors 
of  any  borou^  waa  found  to  be  corrupt, 
to  disfranchise  it.  Nothing  would  oe 
better  odculated  to  tranquiUiae  the  in- 
temperate agitation  that  existed  on  the 
subject  of  parliamentary  reform.  For 
himself,  he  was  a  moderate  reformer,  and 
he  most  strongly  recommended,  that  when 
the  electors  of  any  borouffb  were  proved 
to  have  soid  that  birthright  and  pnvilece 
hj  whiidi  this  country  was  so  hi^pSy 
dutioguished  from  the  nations  of  the  con* 
tinent,  they  should  be  deprived  of  it ;  and 
that  it  should  be  transferred  to  any  of 
those  great  towns,  such  as  Leeds,  Sir* 
minghaoh  Sheffield,*or  Manchester,  At  pre- 
sent unrepresented.  Such  a  proceeding 
would  do  great  good;  and  would  put  an 
end  to  the  conamaints  of  those  mnguided 
persons  out  of  doors,  who  said  that  the 
bouse  looked  with  indiierence  on  cor* 
ruption  [Hear,  hearl]. 

Sir  J.  Newport  thought  that,  although 
the  House  in  the  first  instance  very 
properly  delegated  theur  right  of  inquiry 
mto  the  conduct  of  an  election  to  a  com* 
mittee,  yet  that  when  that  coonnittee 
reported  that  the  aittlog  member  was  dls- 
qnalifiedonthe  ground  of  bribery,  and  that 
other  persons  were  implicated  both  as  the 
agents,  and  as  the  objects  of  that  bribery,  a 
frimAfaeie  case  was  made  out  for  laying 
on  the  table  the  minutes  of  the  evidence 
on  whidi  such  report  was  presented.  He 
perfectlv  agreed  with  the  bon.  gendenien 
who  had  just  sat  down,  that  tne  House 
should  eroct  a  reform  in  ail  cases  in  wbidi 
general  corruption  waa  manifest.  He 
was  sure  the  JHouse  would  consult  the 
public  interest  and  dieir  own  character 
by  looking  narrowiv  into  such  eases;  and 
thereby  showing  the  people,  that  while 
they  opposed  those  wfld  schemes,  which 
tended  to  revolution,  they  were  anxious 
to  preaerve  the  representation  in  a  pure 
and  oonstitutional  state.  The  House  had 
on  former  occasions,  exerciaed  the  power 
which  he  had  desciibedi  and  be  noped 
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they  would  peraeirere  in  exercising  it 
whenever  the  occasion  called  upon  them 
to  do  80. 

>  Mr.  Atkins  Wright  observed,  that  the 
number  of  electors  in  the  borough  of 
Penryn  amounted  to  between  two  and 
three  hundred,  while  the  cases  of  corrup- 
tion and  bribery  adverted  to  in  the  report 
•f  the  committeOt  were  but  eleven  in 
number,  only  eight  of  which  were  the 
cases  of  voters.  He  believed  it  had 
never  been  the  custom  of  the  House  to 
disfranohise  any  place  in  which  the  exist- 
ence of  generd  corruption  had  not  been 
proved. 

Lord  Coitlereagh  concurred  in  the  wish 
to  do  every  thing  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving the  purity  of  the  representation. 
In  onfer,  however,  that  he  might  be  en- 
abled to  form  a  judgment  on  the  particu- 
lar ease  before  the  House,  he  wished  to 
fae  informed  by  the  Chair,  if  it  was  usual 
to  take  such  a  step  as  that  proposed,  of 
delaying  the  issuing  of  the  writ,  when  no 
special  report  of  general  corruption  had 
been  made  by  a  committee  i  If  it  was 
usual  for  the  House  to  regulate  its  pro- 
ceedings by  the  report  of  the  committee, 
he  did  not  conceive  that  the  report  just 
presented  would  justify  such  a  step.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  House  had  taken 
up  cases  in  which  bo  special  report  had 
been  made  by  the  oommittee,  it  was  now 
in  the  situation  of  having  been  told  by  a 
member  of  Ihe  committee,  that  there  was 
matter  on  theminutes  which,  if  produced, 
might  induce  the  House  to  take  some 
ulterior  proceeding.  It  was  desirable, 
therefore,  that  the  House  should  know 
what  had  been  the  practice,  as  no  duty  of 
the  House  was  more  important  than  to 
take  care  that  the  number  of  its  members 
should  alwavs  be  as  complete  as  possible* 
^  The  Speaterf  in  answer  to  the  appeal  to 
his  opinionmadeby  the  noble  lord,  whether 
it  was  usual  to  delay  the  issuins  of  the  writ, 
except  on  a  case  stated  in  the  report  of 
the  committee,  said  certainly  not.  But 
that  did  not  get  ridof  the  difllcult^.  A  spe- 
cial  report  had  been  made,  and  it  was  for 
the  House  to  estimate  its  importance  and 
weight  If  it  was  considered  to  involve, 
the  disfiranchisementof  the  whole  borough, 
by  a  statement  of  general  corruption,  the 
House  was  in  the  habit  of  prooeedinff,  in 
such  cases,  an  the  manner  suggested  by 
the  lion,  mover  of  the  amendment.  If 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  clear  that  no  part 
of  the  report  referred  to  the  borough  at 
largei  but  only  to  individuaisi  he  was  not 
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prepared  to  say  that,  in  such  circum« 
stances,  the  House  had  ever  adopted  the 
course  suggested.  But  he  spoke  on  this 
subject  merely  from  recollection,  and 
could  wish  to  have  an  opportunity  of  fur* 
ther  inquiry.  The  line  he  took  to  be  this: 
— It  bewg  the  first  object  of  the  House, 
as  had  been  justly  observed  by  the  noble 
lord,  to  complete  the  number  of  represen- 
tatives, it  would  not  adopt  a  measure  cal- 
culated to  delay  the  attainment  of  that 
object,  without  sufficient  reason,  founded 
on  the  Sjpecial  report  of  a  oonftaiittOe. 
Such  had  been  the  case  with  respect  to 
Helston.  There  might  be  other  cases  of 
a  different  description,  but  they  did  not 
occur  to  him. 

Lord  Castlereagh  thought  that,  after 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Chair,  it  would 
be  desirable  to  postpone  the  debate  that 
there  might  be  time  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject. He  therefore  moved,  that  Uie  de- 
bate be  adjourned  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Wynn  instanced  several  cases, 
among  which  were  those  of  Shoreham, 
Aylesbury,  Stockport,  &c.,  in  which  the 
House  had  proceeded  to  throw  open  the 
boroughs  in  question,  but  said  he  believed 
that,  in  all  those  eases,  the  step  had  been 
taken  on  the  motion  of  the  coairnan  of 
the  committee,  made  at  the  desire  of  the 
committee,  and  founded  on  the  statement 
that  bribery  in  the  place  in  question  ex- 
isted to  such  an  extent  as  to  call  for  the 
interference  of  the  House.  At  the  same 
time,  he  would  not  say  that  a  similar  step 
might  not  be  taken  at  the  suggestion  of 
an  individual  member  of  the  committee. 
He  approved  of  the  suggestion  of  the 
noble  lord  to  adjourn  the  debate,  in  order 
to  give  an  opnortunity  for  intjuiring  into 
the  subject.  On  a  subject  which  involved 
the  greatest  stretch  of  power  which  the 
House  possessed,  the  utmost  jealousy 
should  be  shown ;  and  no  place  entitled 
to  have  a  representative  in  parliament 
should  be  permitted  for  a  single  moment  to 
remain  unrepresented.  At  the  same  time 
he  perfectly  agreed  with  an  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  the  most  useful  species  of  re- 
form was  the  exercise  of  that  great 
power,  in  the  disfranchisement  of  such 
boroughs  as  evinced  general  corruption. 
Whenever  such  a  proceeding  had  been 
resorted  to,  it  had  produced  the  best 
effects;  and  he  trusted  that  the  prece* 
dents  of  former  times  in  that  respect 
would  be  strictly  adhered  to. 

Sir «/.  Newport  said,  that  the  lenity  of 
the  House  bad  been  extended  to  thiato- 
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rough  some  few  years  since ;  upon  that 
occasion,  a  certain  number  of  persons  had 
been  charged  with  corrupt  pracUces,  but 
instead  of  the  indulgence  exercised  pro- 
ducing a  good  effect,  this  same  borough, 
and  probably  the  same  persons,  were  ac- 
cused of  a  similar  proceeding. 

Mr.  Peier  Moore  said,  he  had  been 
given  to  undersUnd,  that  in  this  case  the 
bribery  on  both  sides  had  been  so  gene« 
ral,  that  neither  of  the  candidates  durst 

Eropose  the  administration  of  the  bri- 
ery oatli ;  for  if  either  of  them  had  pro- 
posed  it,  he  would  have  been  hunted 
out  of  the  place.  He  would  refer  to 
any  member  of  the  committee,  whether 
that  was  not  the  fact  ?  In  such  a  case, 
the  House  was  bound  to  send  for  the  mi- 
nutes, for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  further 
into  the  business.  He  had,  more  than 
once»  witnessed  the  good  effects  resulting 
from  depriving  boroughs  of  their  fran- 
chise on  account  of  bribery,  and  trans- 
ferring it  to  the  adjoining  hundreds,  so  as 
to  put  the  bribery  on  a  larger  scale. 
Though  the  special  report  of  the  commit- 
tee in  this  case  was  not  so  full  as  it  might 
have  been,  and  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
yet  he  thought,  in  that  special  report, 
there  were  sufficient  grounos  for  warrant- 
ing the  suspension  of  the  writ. 

Mr.  Hofford  wished  to  observe,  that  he 
believed  no  member  of  the  committee  was 
of  opinion,  that  there  was  any  proof  of 
bribery  having  been  committed  by  the 
petitioner. 

Mr.  C.  Harvey  said,  there  was  no 
charge  against  the  petitioner.  The  charge 
was  against  the  sitting  member,  who  had 
been  proved  tobe  disqualified  bv the  report. 
He  would  set  the  hon.  gentleman  right, 
as  to  what  he  had  said  respectine  the 
briberv  oath.  There  was  no  such  thing : 
the  cnarge  was  confined  to  individual 
bribery,  and  if  any  thing  of  that  kind  had 
come  out,  the  committee  would  have  gone 
into  it. 

The  Speaier  said,  that  if  any  hon. 
member  entertained  an  opinion,  that  on 
all  occasions  where  the  committee  had 
made  a  special  report,  the  writ  had  been 
dekyed,  it  was  a  mistidLe.  The  writ  had 
never  been  delayed  but  in  cases  where 
there^  was  sttp(>osed  to  be  sufficient  reason 
for  disfranchising  the  borough. 

The  debate  was  then  adjourned  till 
Monday;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wynn,  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Committee  were  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  the  House. 


Motion    for    thb    Dischaeob   ew 
Thomas  Grady.]   Mr.  Huichiiuon  md^ 
it  was  with  infinite  pain  that  he  now  pre« 
sented  himself  to  the  notice  of  the  House# 
He  felt  he  had  undertaken  a  difficult  task: 
he  threw  himself,  however,  on  the  pati- 
ence of  the  House,  claiming  from  all  par- 
ties and  all  individuals  in  it,  their  protec* 
tion  arid  assistance.    He  felt  himself  in  a 
most  difficult  and  painful  positioii—>not 
because  he  conceived  he  was  advocating 
a  bad  and  a  wron^  cause,  but  lest,  from 
his  want  of  experience  and  want  of  know* 
ledge  of  the  forms  of  the  House,  he  might 
either  fail  to  protect  an  injured  individual^ 
or  seem  deficient  in  respect  for  the  inde- 
pendence and  dignity  of  the  Commona* 
House  of  Parliament.     He  should  be. 
truly  sorry,  if  any  arguments  or  any  ex- 
pressions used  by  him,  should  eiih^  injure 
that  cause  which  he  wished  to  support,  or 
offend  the  House,  which  he  wished  te 
conciliate.    The  hon.  member  for  Dover 
gave  him  notice  yesterday,  that  he  should 
oppose  his  motion,  on  the  ground  that  the 
petition  presented  by  his  gallant  frimd* 
containea  in  it  something  disrespectful  to 
the  House.     He  could  assure  the  hoo* 
member,  had  he  conceived  that  there  were 
any  words  in  that  petition  injurious  er 
o&nsive  to  the  House,  he  should  not 
have  presumed  to  appear  here  to  move 
for  the  liberation  of  the  petitioner.    But 
he  begged  leave  to  remind  the  House, 
that  the  decision,  the  propriety  of  which 
he  questioned,  was  come  to  on  Wednesday 
night  last,  in  a  thin  House,  consisting  of 
not  more  than  fifty  members,  and  when 
several  members  were  not,  perhaps,  aware 
of  the  nature  of  that  decision.    He  did 
not  presume  to  ouestion  the  privileges  of 
the  Commons'  noose  of  Pariiament-^be 
respected  thtm,  because  they  were  of  the 
most  inestimable  value  to  the  people,  pro* 
tecting  and  dignifying  ae  they  did,  the 
representatives  of  that  people — they  were 
not,  therefore,  so  much  their  privileges  aa 
die  privileges  of  the  people.    He  was  the 
last  man  who  should  be  disposed  to  rise 
up  in  his  seat,  and  insinuate  itny  thing 
tending  to  bring  those  privilegea  into  dis* 
respect.    But  he  thoiigiit  the  House  bad, 
in  this  case,  misconceived  those  privilem 
— ^diat  thejf  had   acted   b  error.    He 
should  be  sorry  to  be  supposed  anxious 
to  promote  the  success  or  the  accusatioa 
against  the  hon.  member  for  the  couptv 
ot  Limerick,  or  to  be  actuated  by  a  wish 
to  prejudge  or  i>rejudice  that  question. 
If  in  the  examination  on  Monday  se'noight : 
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it  should  be  proTed  that  there  had  been 
a  cooapiracy  against  the  hon.  member  for 
Liannck,  no  panishment  coald  be  too 
ae?ere  against  those  who  had  degraded 
themseltFes  hj  entering  into  such  a  conspi- 
racy. But  the  siibject  of  the  conspiracy 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  ques- 
tion. He  truited  the  House  would  favour 
him  with  their  attention  for  a  short  time, 
while  they  pot  the  House  in  the  possession 
of  a  Tory  few  fiicts.  His  gallant^'end,  who 
had  brought  the  charge  against  the  hon. 
ueiid>er  Mfore  the  House  m  a  way  which 
commanded  so  much  its  respect,  and 
which'  gave  them  the  promise  that  he 
would  l^  as  distinguished  a  member  of  it, 
as  he  had  distinguished  himself  m  the 
eamse  of  his  country  by  a  long  career  of 
the*  most  brilliant  military  senrices,  had 
elated,  that  in  the  petition  a  member  of 
that  House  was  charged  with  ha?ing  at- 
tempted to  dispose  of  an  office,  ministe- 
rial to  the  ciril  and  criminal  law  of  the 
cooatry,  with  a  view  to  promote  corrupt 
practiees,  and  that  the  netitioner  brougnt 
these  cormpt  practiees  before  the  House, 
in  Older  that  the  House  might  deal  wiUi 
the  charges  as  to  them  might  seem  best. 
To  cIhs  charge  the  hon.  member  in  his 
jriaoe  made  a  most  triumphant  reply. 
What  did  the  House  say?  They  said, 
diet  they  would  hear  the  matter  of  the 
petition  on  Monday  se'nnight  at  their  bar. 
So  fiu'f  as  the  House  would  remember, 
there  was  a  most  able  charse,  and  a  most 
impressive  defence.  The  hon.  member, 
in  his  speech,  had  recited  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Grady,  the  father  of  the  petitioner, 
on  which  letter  Mr.  Grady  was  committed 
to  Newgate.  In  his  judgment,  had  the 
letter  been  proved  to  have  been  written 
by  Mr.  Grady,  perhaps  in  the  then  state 
or  the  proceedings  they  might  have  taken 
steps  for  securing  the  attendance  of  that 
gentleman ;  but  he  did  not  see  how  they 
could  be  justified  in  taking  so  strone  a 
step  as  that  which  they  had  triten.  What 
had  been  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  I 
By  some  contrivance,  strangen  sometimes 
beard  irhat  passed  in  the  House.  Mr. 
Crrady  happmied  to  be  in  a  situation,  to 
hear  what  was  going  on  in  the  House  be^ 
fore  they  came  to  vote,  that  he  should  be 
pus  to-  the  bar  ibr  having  committed  a 
hi|^  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
Now,  he  would  put  it  to  the  House— if 
Mr.  Grady  had,  at  the  bar,  said  he  had 
heard  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  but 
his  respect  for  the  House  would  not  allow 
him  to  say  one  woid  on  the  subject  of  the 


letter ;  that  he  would  not  oiniinate  him- 
self; that  they  had  no  riffht  to  make  him 
criminate  himsdf ;  would  not  the  first 
principles  of  the  constitution  have  pro- 
tected him  ?  The  hon.  member  for 
the  county  of  Limerick  had  identified  the 
letter :  but  was  he  no  party  ?  The  hon; 
member  had  said,  that  there  wbs  a  foul 
conspiracy  against  him ;  but  was  the  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Limerick  an  interested 
person  or  not  ?  Suppose,  in  the  inquh^ 
of  Monday  se'nnight,  instead  of  a  conspi- 
racy, as  It  was  now  called,  and  by  some 
supposed,  this  case  should  be  fully  proved ; 
in  what  a  state  would  the  veracity  of  the 
member  for  the  county  of  Limerick  stand? 
On  what  did  the  House  believe  him  ? — On 
his  own  able  and  impressive  defence. 
Those  who  voted  on  this  subject,  did  not 
know  the  vote  they  were  giving.  The 
member  for  the  county  of  Limerick  ought 
not  to  have  identified  himself  with  uiia 
business.  He  knew  that  many  members 
regretted  exceedingly  the  vote  they  came 
to  that  night.     But  he  stood  on  thia 

ground— supposing  the  letter  of  Mr. 
rady  to  be  one  of  the  most  objection- 
able which  was  ever  written  *-»  there  was 
no  eridence  but  that  of  Mr.  Qoin  diat  he 
wrote  it,  and  that  evidence  was  objection- 
able—there was  no  address  to  the  letter; 
The  hon.  member  for  the  county  of  Lime- 
rick  had  declared  that  he  threw  the  cover 
on  the  table,  and  he  assured  tlie  House 
that  it  was  Mr.  Grady's  hand-writing.  But 
he  would  not  question  this— he  would 
take  it  up  on  hign  ground,  and  he  would 
say  that  they  ought  not  to  have  com- 
mitted him  on  account  of  the  letter.  He 
begged  leave  to  allude  also  to  another 
circumstance  which  had  occasioned  a 
considerable  titter  in  the  House,  the  de- 
claration of  Mr.  Grady  that  he  could  not 
see  by  night.  It  was  the  conviction  of 
many,  that  in  all  this  Mr.  Grady  was  act- 
ing a  part.  But  he  could  prodoce  at  the 
bar  the  most  respectable  witnesses  in  Eoc;- 
land>  Ireland,  and  France,  who  would 
prove  that  Mr.  Gradyfor  yearshad  not  beei» 
able  to  sec  a  single  letter  at  night— that 
he  was  perfectly  blind  then.  Mr.  Grady 
was  so  Mind,  that  if  he  were  to  walk  out 
widiout  a  guide,  he  exposed  himself  io 
be  run  over  by  carriages.  He  was  sure 
that  all  this  was  thougn  at  the  time  to  be 
a  mere  trick.  Now,  though  he  was  a 
reading  man,  and  was  indeed  a  dittin- 

guished  literary  man,  it  was  certain  that 
e  could  neither  write  nor  read  at  night ; 
and  even  in  the  day«tNae  he  would  rua 
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a^cunst  a  carriage  without  a  guide.  But 
to  return  to  the  subject :  admitting  that 
this  letter  was  most  offensive,  he  tvas  de« 
iifroQS  of  stating  broadly  that  there  was 
no  e^idenire  bt-bught  forward  to  prove 
ihdt  Hit.  Gradv  was  the  author  of  that 
lelter.  lie  had  now  a  more  difficult  and 
painfUl  task  to  perform,  a  subject  in  which 
he  v^oald  have  to  fencoimter  the  tl^feju- 
dices,  if  not  the  sbiind  jodgment,  of  many 
mehiberi  of  the  Mouie.  Supt>osiiig  th^it 
ihi^t  letter  was  v^rltten  In  i  state  of  irritii- 
lion  iubse^uent  to  the  giving  tiway  of  the 
office  of  defk  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
of  Liidericky  though  the  hon.  member  for 
th6  county  of  Limerick  had  stated,  and 
very  ittipresaively  stated,  after  reading  it 
-^^<  Where  #as  then  th^  regret  for  the 
mirtty  and  privileges  of  parliament  ?  If  I 
waa  guilty,  why  did  I  not  give  him  the 
office?" — and  he  was  loudly  cheered. 
How  lb  i  Supposing  even  this  correspon- 
dence to  have  taken  (ilace,  and  the  aates 
tb  be  correctly  given,  he  did  not  lee  how 
it  Supported  the  hon.  member.  It  was 
true  that  he  had  the  power  of  giving  the 
office,  but  he  had  already  given  it  away 
during  pleasure.  But  the  charge  against 
him  stated,  that  on  the  S2nd  of  September 

Se  had  given  tiotice  to  Mr.  Gi'ady  th^t 
ie  offiee  had  been  eiven  awaV  by  him 
thdt  day.  Now,  the  letter  of  tfie  19th  of 
October  was  written  after  the  matter  had 
been  decided  by  hiih.  On  this  supposi- 
tion the  noble  lord  (Cftstlereagh)  was  Hot 
correct  in  supposing  that  it  was  in  ihe 
pbWer  of  the  member  for  the  county  of 
Limerick  to  give  Mr.  T.  W.  Grddy  the 
dHce,  ekc^pting  in  the  view  that  as  it  #Ms 

§1v^n  during*  pleasure,  he  niight  dispossess 
ie  other  person.  He  how  held  the  ktter 
cf  Mr.  Gtady  in  \\\i  hdhd^  and  he  insisted 
that  it  was  not  a  breach  of  priyirege— thai 
it  did  not  contain  a  single  lih^,  or  iingle 
eiptressioi^  which  could  be  cdnstrued  into 
tf  breach  of  privilege. 

Mr.  Wynn  role  to  di-der.  He  said  it 
Was  a  little  too  much,  after  a  resolution 
was  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
that  this  letter  was  a  breach  of  privilege, 
for  any  member  to  come  down  on  a  sub* 
aecjuent  day,  and  say  that  it  was  not — 
particularly  having  himself  been  present, 
abd  not  having  offered  any  arguments 
«jj[ainst  that  resolution. 

Mr.  HutMhson  said,  he  bad  left  flie 
Hoibe  with  many  respectable  metfibers, 
1^6  ^ie#ed  the  matter  in  the  Ume  light 
wuh  himself,  befor6  the  resolution  waa 
cblne  to.    Wiren  Mr.  GMdy  Wai  ord^r^ 

(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


to  be  committed  to  Newgate,  he  had 
moved  that  the  proceedings  might  be 
printed,  in  order  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  them.  He  certainly  did  not 
wish  to  injure  himself  in  the  opinion  of  a 
gentleman  of  so  fhuch  experience  respect- 
mg  the  proceedings  of  the  House  as  the 
hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  fVf/nn  did  not  object  to  reading  the 
letter,  or  to  stating  any  thing  iil  favour  of 
the  petitioher.  But  he  objected  to  the 
bYoad  statement,  that  the  letter  was  not  a 
breach  of  privilege,  the  House  having 
decided  that  it  was. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  apprehended,  if  the 
House  oft  more  deliberation  should  think 
their  decbion  was  hastily  formed,  it  would 
ndt  be  contrary  to  the  dignity  of  parlia- 
ment to  re-consider  their  former  decision. 
He  should  read  the  letter  to  the  House 

Inhere  the  hon.  gentleman  read  Mr.  Grady'a 
etter  of  the  19th  October].    He  had 
read  that  letter  over  and  over  again,  and 
had  cdhsulted  with  several  members,  and 
they  all  agreed  with  him  that  it  was  not  a 
breach  of  privilege.    He  could  not  pre- 
sume to  quarrel  with  the  decision  of  the 
House,  but  he  must  say  that,  not  having 
voted  Oh  this  question,  tie  mUst  have  more 
liffht  on  this  letter  before  he  considered  it 
a  Dreach  of  privilege.    He  did  not  know 
to  what  extent  breach  of  privilege  might 
be  carried,  but  he  conceived  it  was  the 
wisdom  of  parliament  to  be  slow  to  exer- 
cise thai  right,  except  ort  solemn  occa- 
8k>ns.    ^e  letter  had  been  called  bv  an 
hoil.  member,  libellous;  but  if,  on  Mon- 
day se'nnight,  the  case  against  the  member 
for  Liiherick  should  be  proved,  where  was 
the  libel?    Mr.  Grady  had  only  lately 
recovered  from  a  rheumiltic  fever,  and  he 
was  in  his  sixtieth  year ;  and  some  relief, 
if  possible,  ought  to  be  granted  him.  H^ 
certainly  did  not  mean  to  say  that  every 
kindness  had  not  been  shown:  he  had 
been  much  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  a 
worthy  alderman,  member  for  the  city, 
ilrho  had  procured  for  him  all  the  comforts 
he  could  expect  in  his  situation.  The  hon. 
member  for  Dover  had  said,  will  you  re- 
lease a  prisoner  on  Friday  who  was  only 
committed    on    Wednesday  >    Certaiftly 
dot,  he  would  say,  if  this  prisoner  had 
committed  a  grave  breach  of  privilege; 
but  if,  on  a  review  of  the  case,  he  could 
fibd  none  committed  by  him,  he  thought 
he  could  not  be  too  soon  relieved.    He 
had  not  seen  Mr.  Grady  himself.    He  did 
cbmmublcate  to  him  his  intention,  and 

to  that  edmdianitation  he  had  reeeited 
(»A) 
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no  answer ;  and  therefore  he  hoped  that 
nothing  unfavourable  to  Mr.  Grady  might 
result  from  what  bad  fallen  from  him :  he 
had  brought  the  case  forward  on  his  own 
suggestion,  in  the  discharge  of  what  he 
conceived  to  be  his  duty.  The  hon. 
member  for  Dover  had  stated,  that  the 
first  part  of  the  petltioil  did  not  appear  to 
him  to  fall  short  of  stating,  or  insinuating, 
that  he  was  wrongfully  confined.  Now, 
he  would  maintain  thefe  was  not  a  line  in 
the  petition  reflecting  on  the  feeling  of 
the  House.  When  Mr.  Grady  was  called 
to  the  bar  he  would  assure  the  House, 
that  he  had  no  intention  whatever  of  of- 
fending the  House  in  what  he  had  written. 
Was  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  House  a  grave 
offence,  that  the  petitioner  humbly  stated 
that  he  was  an  innocent  man  ?  God  for- 
bid that  that  should  be  deemed  an  offence 
in  their  eyes !  He  asked  from  gentlemen 
of  more  experience  than  himself,  advice 
and  assistance  in  this  business :  it  was  not 
a  question  of  party  .politics — ^it  was  an 
appeal  to  the  feelings  of  the  House.  The 
hon.  member  concluded  with  moving, 
**  That  Thomas  Grady,  now  a  prisoner  m 
his  majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate,  be  brought 
to  the  bar  of  this  House  forthwith,  in 
order  to  his  being  discharged.^' 

Sir  Robert  Wuson^  in  rising  to  second 
the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend,  wished  to 
say  a  few  words  on  the  subject  of  it.  He 
was  instructed  to  state  on  the  part  of  the 
petitioner,  that  his  liberation  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  superintend  the  pro- 
ceedings which  were  ordered  by  the 
House,  and  which  were  now  fixing  the 
attention  of  the  whole  kinsdom.  He  did 
believe,  on  his  honour,  after  the  state- 
ment which  had  been  made  to  him,  that 
the  liberation  of  Mr.  Grady  was  necessary 
for  the  conducting  of  the  proceedings. 
The  House  would  be  the  more  disposed 
to  give  credit  to  this,  when  they  Reflected 
that  his  son  was  only  twenty-three  years 
of  age,  and  that  he  was  very  inexpe- 
rienced. He  was  sure  that  the  House  would 
never  subject  itself  to  the  suspicion  of 
having  i  mpeded  the  charge  of  the  peti- 
tioner. A  suspicion  like  this  would  neither 
redound  to  the  honour  of  the  House,  n»r 
to  the  honour  of  the  hon.  member  (Mr. 
W.  Quin;,  whose  speech  on  a  former  night 
was  so  much  in  unison  with  his  duty.  All 
parties  in  the  House  were  called  on  to  act 
as  judges  here. — Let  it  be  recollected  that 
the  parties  in  this  particular  case  were 
respectable — that  their  honour,  character, 
their  all  depended  on  the  issue  of  this 


investigation.  Let  it  not  then  be  said, 
that  if  they  failed  to  substantiate  their 
charge,  they  were  prevented  by  the 
measures  of  that  House.  Let  it  not  be 
said,  that  they  were  deterred  by  this  first 
exercise  of  power  in  the  person  of  the 
individual  who  was  necessary  to  afford 
them  assistance.  If  the  parties  failed, 
let  them  fail  firom  their  inability  to  substan- 
tiate their  cause,  and  then  the  punish- 
ment which  the  House  might  inflict  would 
appear  just.  It  had  been  stated  by  the 
member  for  Dover,  that  the  petition  of 
the  prisoner  was  worded  in  a  way  which 
wounded  the  dignity  of  the  House.  He 
was  sure  it  was  not  his  intention  to  offend 
the  House.  He  threw  himself  entirely  on 
the  clemency  of  the  House.  Since  he 
had  come  into  the  House  he  had  reason 
to  know  that  Mr.  Grady  had  written  a 
most  submissive  letter,  with  the  view  of 
softening  the  indignation  of  the  House, 
but  he  had  sent  it  by  the  only  channel 
through  which  it  could  not  be  presented* 
It  was  unfortunate  that  the  forms  of  the 
House  prevented  that  individual  from 
taking  those  measures  which  would  have 
been  in  unison  with  his  private  feelings* 
Mr.  Courtenay  was  not  conscious  of 
entertaining  the  least  hostility  towards  the 
petitioner.  He  was  ready  to  admit,  that 
if,  on  a  more  deliberate  review  of  their  * 
proceedings,  they  appeared  of  doubtful 
propriet]^,  it  would  not  be  inconsistent 
with  their  dignity  to  retrace  their  steps. 
If  be  were  conscious  of  having  acted  im- 
properly in  his  vote  on  Wednesday,  he 
should  not  be  ashamed  to  confess  his  error; 
but,  on  deliberate  consideration,  he  thought 
the  course  adopted  by  the* House  was 
correct,  and  that  the  petitioner's  case  was 
not  one  which  impugned  the  justice  of 
the  House.  The  House  had  decided,  that 
the  writing  and  sending  the  letter  was  a 
high  breach  of  privilege.  The  manner  in 
which  the  privileges  of  the  House  had 
been  infringed  had  been  stated  by  an  hon.' 
and  learned  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Brougham) 
in  a  nuinner  which  had  brought  convic- 
tion home  to  the  mind  of  every  one  who 
had  heard  him ;  and  it  was  only  under  the 
idea  that  some  members  were  present  who 
had  not  heard  that  statement,  that  he 
should  venture  to  repeat  the  grounds  of 
the  resolution  of  the  House.  The  breach 
of  privilege  did  not  arise  from  the  cir- 
cumstannce  that  the  hon.  W.  Quin  was  a 
member  of  parliamept— it  did  not  arise 
from  a  personal  injury  done  to  him — it . 
did  not  arise  from  the  circumstances  of 
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the  petition^  since  Thomas  Grady,  the 
fiitheri  was  not  a  petitioner  against  (he 
hon.  member,  nor  a  witness  on  the  peti- 
tion. The  breach  of  privilege  consisted 
in  this^that  the  letter  contained  a  direct 
threat  of  using  the  authodty  of  parlia- 
ment to  extort  the  grant  of  a  lucrative- 
4>£Bce  from  the  ctutos  rotidorum  of  the 
county  of  Limerick.  He  spoke  under 
correction;  but  he  imagined  that,  even 
in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  court  of  jus- 
tice, if  its  process  had  been  used  for  the 
purpose  of  extortine  money,  .that  court 
would  consider  such  a  proceeding  as  a 
contempt— that  is  one  of  that  species  of 
cfiences  which  every  court  had  the  power 
of  correcting  by  summary  process.  The 
House  of  Commons  necessarily  had  the 
power  of  punishing  every  offence  vrhich 
tended  to  hring  its  proceedings  into  dis« 
credit.  The  next  point  was,  whether 
there  was  suffident  testimony  of  the 
sending  of  that  letter.  He  confessed 
.«he  could  not  put  the^  testimony  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Limerick  so  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question  as  the  hon. 
mover  had  done,  if  the  letter  was  not 
written  by  Thomas  Grady,  the  father,  it 
was  a  most  atrocious  forgery.  Was  the 
House  prepared  to  believe  this  i  But  as 
\  B  point  which  would  throw  lieht  upon  the 
question,  who  was  the  author  of  that 
letter,  he  would  ask  the  hon.  member  who 

{>resented  the  petition,  by  whom  was  the 
ist  of  witnesses  whidi  had  been  given 
into  the  table  written  ? 

SirR,  Wilson  said,  that  he  had  received 
that  list  from  the  petitioner,  Mr.  Grady 
the  elder. 

Mr.  Courtenay  said,  that  he  had  com- 
pared that  document  with  the  letter  in 
question,  and  it  was  manifestlv  in  the 
same  hand-writing.  He  would  indeed 
appeal  to  the  hon.'  mover,  whether  he 
could  have  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
letter  was  written  by  Mr.  Grady.  On 
the  justice  of  the  House  the  petitioner 
had  therefore  no  claim.  He  had  now  to 
remark  on  the  appeal  which  had  been 
made  to  their  mercy.  It  was,  however, 
to  be  remarked,  that  the  petitioner  did  not 
put  his  caseon  that  ground.  The  allegation 
of  the  petitioner  was,  that  the  House  had 
not  decided  on  sufficient  evidence.  Now, 
though  he  had  no  wish  to  make  peti- 
tioners, whether  innocent  or  no,  abjectly 
prostrate  themselves  before  the  House, 
yet  it  was  rather  too  much  that  his  libera- 
tion should  be  claimed  as  an  act  of  mercy, 
when  the  justice  of  the  decision  was  ques- 


tioned. It  was  said,  that  the  case  of  the 
petitioner  against  the  hon.  W.  Quin,  could 
not  be  tried  without  the  assistance  of  the 
present  petitioner.  How  did  this  appear? 
The  case  against  the  hon.  W.  Quin  stood 
as  an  alleged  interview  between  him  and 
Mr.  Carew  Smith,  while  Mr.  Grady  the 
father  was  at  Boulogne,  and  on  a  minute 
of  what  passed  during  that  interview. 
The  case,  indeed,  mainly  turned  on  the 
auestion,  whether  that  minute  received 
the  sanction  of  Mr.  W.  Quin ;  and  on 
this,  Mr.  Grady  the  father  could  throw 
no  light.  But  when  the  House  was  told 
that  the  petitioner  against  the  member  for 
Limerick,  was  a  young,  inexperienced 
man  of  23  years  of  age,  and  that  therefore 
the  assistance  of  his  father,  Mr.  Grady, 
senior,  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
make  out  a  case,  they  would  recollect  the 
manner  in  which  the  petitioner  had  dwelt 
upon  the  importance  of  the  office  of  clerk 
of  the  peace',  to  the  administration  of 
justice,  which  this  petitioner,  who  was 
described  as  incompetent  to  conduct  bis 
cause,  had  filled  for  fifteen  years!  If 
the  fair  investigation  of  the  charge  against 
the  member  for  Limerick  could  be  shown 
to  depend  on  the  liberation  of  the  peti- 
tioner, he  would  consent  to  his  liberation; 
but  till  that  was  shown,  the  House  would 
not  do  justice  to  itself  if  it  agreed  to  the 
motion.   . 

Mr.  Booile  WUbraham  said,  that  nothinj;; 
which  he  had  heard  that  evening  had  had 
the  smallest  effect  in  altering  his  senti- 
ments on  this  case.  All  Mr.  Grady  sat 
forth  in  his  petition  was,  that  he  had  beea 
committed  on  insufficient  testimony,  that 
of  the  member  for  Limerick;  and  that 
there  was  no  proof  of  the  letter  having 
been  intended  for  him,  inasmuch  as  the 
superscription  was  lost,  and  his  name  was 
not  mentioned  in  it.  These  declarations 
impugned  the  decision  of  the  House,  and 
were  not  calculated  to  excite  their  mercy. 
That  the  letter  was  meant  for  Mr.  Quin 
was  clear,  since  in  one  part  of  it,  the  pe- 
titioner said—'*  I  offer  you  advice ;  I  ad- 
vise you  to  restore  my  son  to  his  office, 
of  which  you  have  deprived  •^•m."  This 
could  only  refer  to  the  hon.  member  for 
Limerick,  who  had  displaced  the  peti- 
tioner's son.  Convinced  that  the  peti- 
tioner had  both  written  and  sent  the 
letter  in  question,  he  would  oppose  the 
motion. 

Mr.  N,  Calvert  had  read  the  printed 
papers  containing  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Grady,  and  he  felt  called  upon  to  say* 
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that  the  ^wers  of  that  person  were 
most  uobewroing  the  station  he  had  filled 
of  a  barrister  and  a  gentleman.  He  should 
therefore  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bennet  observed,  that  he  should 
not  have  offered  himself  to  the  notice  of 
the  House,  if  he  had  not  been  anxious  to 
do  his  utmost  to  bring  it  back  to  the  line 
of  duty  and  discretion.    IJe  was  persuaded 
that  tnere  were  not  two  lawyers  to  be 
found  in  the  kingdom  who  would  give  it 
as  their  opinion  that  Mr.  Grady  had  been 
guilty  of  any  offence.    It  was  of  no  con- 
sequence to  this  question  whether  the  al- 
legations in  the  second  letter  were  true 
or  untrue;  that  on  which  the  commit- 
ment haa  been  sroundedy  spoke  of  the 
supposed  misconduct  of  a  member  of  par- 
liament; it  was  put  merely  hypbthptipally> 
and  no  man  with  the  right  use  of  his  un- 
derstanding y^A  construe  that  into  a 
breach  of  pri%i  oge.    Supposing  the  facts 
stated  to  be  well  fqunded}  all  honest  men 
would  join  heartily  in  the  opinions  which 
the  writer  had  expressed.     A  member 
who  bad  so  misconaucted  himself,  would 
merit  the  severest  censure  the   Ifouse 
could  inflict;  but  on  the  contrary,  if  it 
were  proved  that  a  fo^l  conspiracy  sub- 
sisted,  the   chastisement  of  parliament 
was  equally  due  to  the  authors  of  it. 
The  real  and  only  question  was,  whether 
the  letter  produced  by  Mr.  Wyndham 
Quin  was  or  was  not  a  threat.    He  begged 
to  state  most  distinctly,  that  in  his  judg- 
ment the  letter  of  the  19th  of  October 
was  not  meant  as  a  threat.    The  fair  con- 
struction of  it  was  no  more  than  this-* 
**  I  have  known  you  for  fifleen  years,  and 
our  intimacy  has   gradually  increased; 
you  have  removed  my  son  from  an  office 
ne  has  long  held,  for  political  reasons  ;— 
retrace  the  steps  you  have  so  unadvisedly 
taken — recollect  that  you  are  about  to 
commit  a  hish  political  offence—replace 
m^  son,  and  I,  in  consideration  of  our 
friendship  and  your  incautlousness,  will 
do— what  for  no  other  human  bein^  in 
similar  circumstances  I  wpuld  do— I  will 
drop  this  matter: — my  object  is  DOt  re- 
venge, but  justice,  and  I  will  pot  expose 
that  profligacy  which  I  am  confident  you 
yourself  will  repent.**      Such  was  the 
natural  interpretation  candid  minds  wo.uld 
put  upon  the  letter,  and  even  the  hon. 
member  had  so  considered  it  in  his  reply: 
this  was   upon  the  supposition  that  no 
offer  had,  in  the  first  instance,  come  from 
Mr.  A.  Quin.    A  great  depl  bad  been 
said  about  the  sacred  privileges  of  the 


House:  perhaps  he  did  not  look  ppon 
them  as  quite  so  sacred  or  important  as 
iii^y  gentlemen;  they  lyere,  however^ 
no  doubt,  of  considerable  value,  though 
now  and  then  employed  for  bad  purposea» 
and  SQmetimes  put  mto  odious  ef  eroise : 
they  were»  however,  intrusted  to  the 
House,  not  as  a  scourge,  but  as  a  protec- 
tion to  the  people.  In  order  to  be  better 
Prepared  on  this  siribject,  be  hi|d  yi8ite4 
Ir.  Grady  in  Newgate,  and  wa^  h^ppy 
to  state,  that  his  situation  ijras  as  com- 
fortable  as  circumstances  woyld  admit; 
at  first  his  condition  had  been  mifcli 
worse.  With  regard  to  his  nearsig&teid- 
ness,  he  could  bear  testimony,  ^at  the 
fact  was  as  Mr.  Grady  had  repces^qteq 
it,  and  that  there  was  no  fouQoatioq  for 
the  severe  remarks  that  bad  onginated  in 
the  actual  defect  of  bis  visioq.  Whei^ 
Mr.  Grady  read,  he  W9l  obliged  to  put 
the  paper  so  near  to  his  eye,  thi^t  ther« 
appeared  no  space  between  th^  eye-lasl^ 
apd  the  paper.  Since  he  )uid  risen,  toe 
letter  to  wnich  the  gallant  ^eneriuhafl 
alluded,  had  been  put  into  l^is  liand ;  i^ 
was  addressed  to  the  highest  authority  i^ 
the  House,  but  unfortunately,  as  bad  pee^ 
observed,  to  the  only  individual  V^^o 
could  not  communicate  its  contents.  He 
begged  leave  to  read  it,  as  it  showed  that 
Mr.  Grady  had  been  actuated  by  no  im- 

E roper  or  unbecoming  feelings  at  the  time 
e  wrqte  the  petition,  whidi  had  heed 
objected  to  as  disrespectful.  The  hon. 
gentleman  then  reacl  a  letter  addre^d 
to  the  Speaker,  in  which  Mr*  Gr;fdy 
stated,  that  he  had  observed  by  ope  af 
the  public  journals,  thisit  an  hon^  meipbief 
had  eiven  notice  of  an  intention  to  oppose 
his  discharge,  on  tlie  ground  that  the 
language  of  his  petitiopwasdisrespectf4^: 
ha  begged  to  observe,  that  anjr  defects  of 
inaccuracies  were  quite  unintentiopafi 
without  the  remotest  design  of  question^ 
ine  the  right  of  the  House,  or  the  justice 
ofits  order :  the  petition  had  been  ii^i^ 
up  at  a  time  when  his  mind',  ficomi^tigij^y 
was  not  in  a  state  to  perform  its  ordinary 
functions;  he  hfd  at  that  tune  ui^qergona 
fourteen  hours  dreary  cpi^nnement  with*- 
out  repose.  He  assured  tlie  ^p^l^fO 
that  it  had  never  been  his  intentip|i  {^ 
bfringe  the  privileges  of  the  1(loi)»p-7: 
privileges  irhjch  he  was  well  awafj 
tbe  biuwarli^  apd  saff^iifirds  of  t^e 
constitution.  The  letter  t^en  represc^l 
that  the  writer'a  son,  a  young  man  totiiUy 
inexperienced,  was  ciuled  upon  wiihii^ 
tbe  course  of  ninje  days,  umer  bi^y^ 
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penal  consequences,  to  bring  forward  and 
establish  his  cause,  and  that  he  bad  no- 
body about  him  capable  of  giving  him 
advice  or  assistance  in  a  situation  of  no 
ordinary  difficulty.  The  letter  was  re- 
ceived with  many  cheers,  and  Mr.  Bennet 
sat  down,  after  observing  that  he  was 
strongly  persuaded,  that  had  the  decision 
of  the  House  been  delayed  for  only 
twenty-four  hours,  it  would  not  have 
thought  it  proper  to  send  Mr.  Grady  to 
confinement. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  it  was  impossible 
for  the  House  not  to  have  acted  as  it  had 
done.  How  the  two  hon.  members^  who 
had  moved  and  seconded  the  motion, 
qould  doubt  that  the  letter  constituted  a 
breach  of  privilege,  was  to  hipi  astonish- 
ing. He  believed  one  of  them  had  been 
•  in  the  House  when  the  first  resolution  had 
passed  nem^  con.  That  was  before  it  had 
been  attempted  to  fix  the  writing  and 
sending  on  Mr.  Grady.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber might  surely  have  that  night  formed  a 
a  correct  opinion  on  the  nature  of  a  letter 
which  had  been  read  no  less  than  three 
times.  But,  besides  the  writing  and  send- 
ing of  the  letter,  it  was  his  opinion  that 
any  court  of  iustice  would  have  committed 
an  individual  to  prbon  for  giving  testi- 
mony in  the  manner  Mr.  Grady  had  done. 
Muoi  was  said  on  the  hardship  of  com- 
pelling an  individual  to  criminate  himself; 
but  he  appealed  to  every  gentleman  pre- 
sent, whether  on  any  charge  against  the 
editor  of  a  newspaper,  or  any  other  person, 
it  was  npt  the  uniform  course  to  summon 
the  individual  accused  to  the  bar,  and 
ask  him,  was  he  or  was  he  not  the 
person  who  did  so  and  so  ?  With  regard 
%o  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  last' 
speaker,  that  the  first  letter  to  the  men)- 
jiier  for  Limerick  contained  no  threat, 
all  he  should  say  was*  that,  knowing  the 
excellent  understanding  possessed  bv  that 
hon.  gentleman,  had  any  one  tdd  him 
beforehand  that  be  would  arrive  at  such  a 
conclusion,  be  could  not  have  credited  it, 
and  he  should  leave  tht^t  part  of  the  case  to 
common  sense  ^nd  comnion  reason.  As 
to  9nother  part  of  the  same  gentleman's 
observations  that  no  two  lawyers  in  Eng- 
land ivould  have  considered  the  letter 
enclosed  to  the  member  for  Limerick  to 
constitute  a  Ubel,  it  was  to  be  recollected 
that  a  member  of  the  Hoiise,  a  lawver  of 
np  comnion  authority  (Mn  Brougham), 
b^d  already  pronounced  it  to  be  libellous, 
and  bad  with  great  particularity  described 
Che  maimer  in  which  it  was  so.    It  was  not 


the  practice  of  the  House,  todi  Jwrgeany 
individual  whom  they  had  committed  for 
breach  of  privilege,  without  an  humble 
apology,  and  an  expression  of  contrition : 
even  their  own  members  bad  been  com* 
pelled  to  follow  the  same  course.      He 
knew  many  instances  of  inconsiderate  ap- 
plications of  that  nature,  which  had  always 
failed ;  and  the  doctrine  he  was  enforcing, 
he  had  heard  laid  down  by  the  late  Speaker 
from  the  chair.     That  Mr.  Grady  was  the 
writer  of  the  letters,  was  as  plain  as  ap^ 
fact  ever  made  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
understanding,  and  he  should  put  it  to  the 
candour  of  the  members  who  made  and 
seconded  the  motion,  whether  either  of 
them  could  have  any  doubt  of  it.    But 
Mr.  Grady  himself»  py  ^uotins  a  letter 
from  the  member  for  Limericx,  in   hia 
petition  of  the  day  before,  clearly   ac- 
knowledged a  correspop')'*nce  had  beeii 
carrying  on  for  some  tim^etween  them» 
and  thus  contradicted  his  own  evidence 
at  the  bar,  because  he  had  there  denied 
having  written  any  letters  to  that  mem- 
ber.   The  letter  referred  to,  of  the  2nd 
of  November,  Vas  indeed  a  verv  proper 
one,  to  shoir  the  temper  in  which  the 
member  for  Limerick  wrote  at  that  pe« 
riod;  but  containing  the  expressions-^ 
<'y  ou  say  I  have  given  you  mortal  offence ;" 
and  again— *<  spme  long  and  rather  ansry 
letters  have  passed  between  us ;"  and  it 
dso  incontestable  established  the  fact  of 
the  petitioner  writing  and  sending  letters. 
Besides,  the  hand-writing  of  the  petition 
corresponded  with  that  of  the  letters,  so 
that  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  the 
writing  was  brought  home  to  Mr.  Grady. 
Much  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  alleged 
disadvantage  under  which  the  son  wofuld 
labour  in  not  having  the  assistance  of  his 
father  in  conducting  what  was  called  .^iua- 
cause;"  but  was  the  prespsst-ii  cause  like 
that  between  two  pnvwtie  individuals,  to 
be  managed  by  advr  oates  i  No ;  it  would 
be  carried  on  by  ithe  House,  availing  ii^ 
self  of  the  parens  summoned  as  wit- 
nesses ;  of  whom  it  ought  to  be  recol* 
lected  Mr.  Grady,  tlie  father,  was  not 
one.    It  had  been  well  observed,  that  the 
present  case  had  nothinff  to  do  with  the 
charge  against  the  meniber  for  Limeriek. 
It  was  curious  that  a  young  man  of  the 
age  of  23,  so  long  m  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  an  office  of  acknowloifled 
importance  and  cefiponsibility,  should  now 
be  found  so  incompetent.    The  House 
were  therefore  to  put  all  that  ground  of 
UberatioB  put  of  consideration.    At  the 
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tame  time,  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
House  payiDg  every  reasonable  attention 
to  another  petition  of  a  proper  descrip- 
tion, nor  to  their  deciding  on  the  case 


with  mercy  as  well  as  justice. 

Sir  R.  Wilson  observed,  that  though 
Mr.  Grady,  jun.  had  nominally  held  the 
office  of  clerk  of  the  peace  for  fifteen 
years,  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of  it 
by  deputy. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  thought  that 
there  were  great  shades  of  distinction  in 
breaches  of  privilege;  some  were  of  a 
▼ery  ofibnsive  kind,  and  some  compara- 
tively  venial.  All  the  members  present 
knew  .that  breaches  of  privilege  were 
committed  every  day ;  if  they  doubted  it, 
Uiev  had  only  to  turn  their  eyes  to  the 
galfery,  and  they  would  see  individuals  in 
the  act  of  committing  breaches  of  privi- 
lege; many  of  those  in  the  habit  of 
epeaking  would  be  very  sorry,  too,  if 
8uch  breaches  of  privileges  were  put  an 
end  to.  As  to  the  conduct  of  Mr..Grady 
at  the  bar,  he  was  not  aware  that  Mr. 
Grady  had  then  committed  any  offence, 
though  he  had  told  him  in  Newgate  that 
the  fair  manly  way  would  have  been  to 
have  admitted  the  letter  at  once.  The 
worthy  alderman  then  appealed  to  the 
member  for  Limerick,  whether,  if  the 
prisoner  were  not  released,  a  wrong  im- 
pression might  not  be  made  on  the  public 
mind?  It  would  do  no  injury  to  his 
cause  to  consent  to  his  release,  and  would 
prevent  all  idle  clamour.  That  the  ac- 
commodation in  Newgate  had  been  much 
improved  could  not  be  denied ;  but  then 
it  was  still  Newgate;  and  if  any  hon. 
member  were  sent  thither,  whatever  might 
be  his  accommodation,  he  would  certain- 
ly wish  for  a  speedy  release.  The  pri- 
<ianpr,,was  a  barrister,  aged,  and  the  ad- 
viser of  hfs  son,  who  could  not  proceed 
without  him.  tender  all  these  circum- 
stances^  the  worthy^lderman  implored 
the  House  to  consen'f'io  his  release,  as 
the  prisoner  bad  already  been  sufficiently 
punished. 

Mr.  Martiny  of  Galway,  declared,  that 
from  his  knowledge  of  thg  petitioner,  he 
was  fiilly  disposed  to  render  him  any 
service  in  his  power ;  and  with  that  view 
he  thought,  that  the  best  thing  he  could 
do  would  be  to  recommend  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  withdraw  the  present  petition, 
and,  availing  himself  of  the  temper  of  the 
House,  to  suggest  to  the  petitioner  the 
propriety  of  drawing  up  another  petition, 
more  agreeable  to  that  temper,  as  well  as 


more  appropriate  to  his  unfortunate  situa- 
tion. Such  a  petition  would,  he  had 
no  doubt,  have  the  effect  of  procuring 
the  release  of  Mr.  Grady. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  said,  he  was  one 
of  those  who  had  voted  for  the  commit- 
ment of  Mr.  Grady,  but  he  done  so  with- 
out being  fully  aware  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  He  now  appealed 
from  his  vote  when  ill-informed,  to  his 
vote  when  well  informed  upon  the  matter ; 
for  if  he  had  understood  as  much  from 
hearing  the  letters  read,  as  he  had  from 
seeing  them  in  print,  he  should  not  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  which  he  had  upon 
a  former  evening.  He  did  not  conceive 
that  the  case  against  Mr.  Grady,  on  the 
question  of  intentional  breach  of  privilege, 
was  at  all  made  out ;  and  he  believed  that 
the  hon.  member  for  Limerick  himself  had 
not  thought  that  any  breach  of  privilege 
existed,  until  it  was  mentioned  in  the 
House.  Mr.  Moore  then  contended,  that 
the  case  of  Mr.  Grady  was  in  no  one  sense 
of  so  aggravated  a  nature  as  that  of  Mr. 
Fuller,  the  member  for  Sussex,  who,  after 
having  been  guilty  of  very  outrageous 
conduct,  in  the  course  of  which  he  had 
been  with  difficulty  prevented  from  com- 
mitting a  violent  assault  upon  the  Speaker 
was,  nevertheless,  only  put  into  custody 
of  the  serjeant-at-arms,  up-stairs,  and  was 
discharged  the  next  day,  on  a  note  of 
apology  from  him  being  read. 

Mr.  Masterlon  Ure  said : — I  think  tlie 
dignity  and  consistency  of  the  House  ma- 
terially interested  in  the  decision  of  this 
question.  On  a  former  night  the  petiti- 
oner was,  after  an  examination  at  your 
bar,  declared  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of 
privilege,  and  in  consequence  sent  to  his 
majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate.  The  House 
adopted  this  measure  unanimously,  on 
such  evidence  as  to  them  appeared  proper. 
The  petitioner  now  arraigns  the  juagment 
of  the  House,  and  the  evidence  on  which 
it  was  founded.  We  cannot  therefore 
comply  with  the  prayer  of  this  petition, 
without  implying  a  censure  on  our  own 
decision.  And  after  the  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  the  letters  alluded  to 
have  been  proved,  I  think  the  House  is 
bound  to  refuse  the  petitioner's  libera- 
tion. When  he  comes  before  the  House 
and  states  his  contrition  for  the  oflence, 
it  will  then  be  the  proper  time  to  ex- 
tend the  clemency  of  the  House  to  him. 

Mr.  Lamldon  said,  that  considering  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  the  hon. 
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mover  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  the 
present  petition,  in  order  that,  he  might 
communicate  with  the  unfortunate  gen- 
tleman from  whom  it  proceeded,  upon 
the  expediency  of  drawing  up  another 
petition,  in  the  style  and  spirit  of  an  apo- 
fogy,  for  what  was  considered  a  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House.  He  had  not 
opposed  the  vote  of  a  former  evening, 
because  he  did  not  wish  to  put  his  opi- 
nion in  competition,  with  those  which 
Imd  been  given  on  that  occasion :  at  the 
same  time,  he  did  not  think  that  a  breach 
of  privilege  was  not  proved ;  but  the 
question  now  before  the  House  was,  whe- 
ther the  individual  was  already  sufficiently 
punished. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waiihman  expressed  his 
disinclination  to  accede  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  member  on  the  floor.  He 
would  ask,  how  the  House  would  feel  in 
this  case^  if  the  charge  advanced  by  the 
petitioner's  son  should  turn  out  to  be  well 
founded?  It  appeared,  from  jvhat  bad 
been  stated,  that  an  improper  contract 
had  actually  been  proposed  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Limerick,  and  all  the  peti- 
tioner's letter  conveyed  was,  in  his 
mind,  th&  mere  expression  of  a  determi- 
nation to  lay  that  proposition  before  the 
House.  This  being  the  case,  he  could 
not  consider  the  petitioner's  letter  to 
amount  to  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
the  House,  and  therefore  he  should  cer- 
tainly vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  thought  that  he  should 
not  act  consistently,  if  he  were  to  with- 
stand the  wish  expressed  for  withdrawing 
the  motion.  What  he  had  in  view  on  this 
occasion  was,  to  assert  a  great  constitu- 
tional principle,  and  also  to  vindicate  the 
liberty  of  the  subject.  According  to  the 
principle  to  which  he  alluded,  no  one  was 
(»]Ied  upon  to  criminate  himself;  and  it 
was  to  be  recollected,  that  without  the 
answers  of  the  petitioner  himself  at  the 
bar,  there  was  actually  no  evidence  against 
him,  but  that  of  the  bon.  member  for 
Limerick,  who  was  himself  a  party  ac- 
cused. He  had,  in  the  course  of  the 
evening,  received  a  latter  from  the  pri- 
soner, in  which  he  disavowed  any  inten- 
tion to  violate  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
Still,  in  proposing  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion, he  wished  it  to  be  understood,  that 
he  could  make  no  pledge  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  petition  which  th&  unfortunate  pri- 
soner would  deem  it  proper  to  draw  up 
in  lieu  of  the  one  already  presented. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 
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Petition  from  London  against 
THE  Trial  by  Battle  Bill.]  A  Pe- 
tition from  the  Common  Council  of  Lon- 
don was  presented  setting  forth, 

<*  That  the  mode  of  proceeding  by  ap- 
peal in  criminal  causes  is  one  of  the  oldest 
parts  of  the  common  law  of  this  kingdom, 
and  hath  been  pronounced  by  those  emi- 
nent lawyers  chief  justice  Holt  and  lord 
Ashburton,  to  be  a  most  noble  birthright 
of  Englishmen,  and  a  great  pillar  of  the 
constitution  ;  that,  as  appears  to  the  pe- 
titioners, the  right  of  appeal  in  case  of 
murder  hath  become  of  vital  importance 
to  the  security  of  the  people,  as  a  check 
on  the  abuse  of  military  power ;  and  that 
a  legislative  abolition  of  this  right  would 
leave  it  at  the  discretion  of  the  govern- 
ment to  prevent  in  any  case  the  cause  of 
judicial  inquiry,  as  well  as  to  dispense 
with  the  execution  of  the  law ;  that  the 
continuance  of  the  mode  of  trial  by  wageir 
of  battle  hath  tended  to  prejudice  the 
subject  in  his  possession  of  this  ancient 
right,  and  %o  frustrate  and  pervert  the 
ends  of  justice ;  that  the  freemen  of  the 
city  of  London,  and  of  divers  other  the 
cities  and  towns  of  the  kingdom,  are  ex- 
empted by  their  charters  from  all  obliga- 
tion to  trial  by  battle ;  and  therefore,  as 
wager  of  battle  is  not  essential  to  process 
by  appeal,  the  petitioners  respectfully 
submit,  that  no  argument  against  its  con- 
tinuance can  be  founded  on  the  impolicy 
or  injustice  of  such  a  form  of  trial ;  and 
the  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray. 
That  the  House  will  take  the  premises 
into  their  serious  consideration,  and  that 
in  any  act  for  removing  the  trial  by  wager 
of  battle,  the  House  will,  not  take  away 
from  the  people  of  this  realm  their 
ancient  and  undoubted  right  of  appeal  in 
criminal  causes." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Limerick  City  Election.]  Sir  T*.* 
Baring  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  on  the  petition  of  T. 
Spring  Rice,  esq.  complaining  of  the  elec- 
tion for  the  city  of  Limerick.  It  stated, 
that  the  sitting  member,  the  hon.  John 
Prendergast  Vereker,  appeared  to  have 
been  duly  elected  ;  but  that  the  petition 
was  not  frivolous  or  vexatious. 

Mr.  *V.  Calvert  thought  it  right,  as  a 
member  of  the  committee,  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  th^  circumstances 
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under  which  the  decision  contained  in  the 
report  had  been  come  to.  The  agent  of 
the  petitioner  produced  the  poll-book  be- 
fore the  committee.  They  called  for  a 
pdl  clerk,  In  order  to  verify  certain  votes. 
He  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  this  ob- 
jection would  be  tnade;  but  in  consc-. 
Quence  of  it,  applied  for  leave  to  send  over 
JOT  the  poll  clerk,  who  was  living  in  Dublin. 
The  committee  would  not  grant  permis- 
sion, and  so  the  petitioner's  cause  was 
lost.  The  determination  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, harsh  and  severe :  in  consequence 
of  it,  no  gentleman  from  Ireland  was  to 
look  for  justice  henceforward,  without 
bringing  forward  every  individual  poll 
clerk  at  the  election,  the  expense  of  which 
would  be  enormous,  since  the  poll  clerks, 
not  being  persons  in  a  verv  hijgh  state  of 
life,  dispersed  themselves  m  different  ways 
on  the  conclusion  of  an  election.  If  the 
precedent  were  to  be  followed,  no  gentle* 
man  from  Ireland  would  petition  in  fu- 
ture; and  it  would  become  the  interest  of 
every  candidate,  perjas  aut  nefai^  to  se- 
cure the  returning  officer  in  his  favour,  as 
the  election  would  ultimately  depend  upon 
his  discretion.  He  should  at  t)resent, 
however,  content  himself  with  moving, 
That  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  be 
laid  before  the  House. 

Sir  T.  Baring  said,  the  votes  had  not 
been  proved  by  the  best  evidence  the  case 
would  admit  of.  Neither  the  poll  clerk 
nor  sheriff  had  been  brought  before  the 
committee.  The  only  evidence  the  per- 
son who  had  the  poll  book  could  give  was, 
that  he  had  received  it  in  a  sealed  parcel 
from  the  town  clerk  of  Limerick,  but  of 
Its  contents  he  knew  nothing.  He  would 
allotr,  however,  that  the  case  was  a  very 
hard  one  on  the  Irish  members,  and  he 
should  willingly  go  a  great  length  in  al- 
lowing them  to  authenticate  votes  in  an- 
other manner.  If  the  poll  clerk  of  every 
barony  was  obliged  to  attend,  it  might  be 
necessary  to  bring  over  eighteen  or  twenty 
of  them. 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  asked,  whether  the  poll 
book  had  been  produced  by  the  person  to 
whose  custody  it  had  been  intrusted  ? 

Mr.  fV;ynn  was  hostile  to  discussing  in 
the  House  a  point  decided  on  by  a  com- 
mittee, but  he  thought  the  correctness  6f 
their  decision  questionable,  and  quoted 
two  precedents  that  seemed  to  impeach  it. 
Mr.  Abercromby  was  aware  that  there 
was  great  inconvenience  in  discussing 
such  a  question  before  the  House.  Au 
must  think,  that  li  clue  Of  gfeftter  bahisbip 
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I  than  the  present  had  never  occurred.  He 
had  inquired  into  the  particulars  of  this 
case,  because  a  similar  one,  in  which  he 
had  been  a  member  of  the  committee, 
had  been,  he  understood,  relied  on  as  a 
precedent  for  the  present  decision.  If 
that  was  so.  It  was  impossible  there  could 
be  a  greater  perversion,  for  the  former 
case  was  totally  inapplicable  to  the  pre- 
sent. He  thought  that  there  never  was  a 
decision  more  unjust,  or  more  contrary 
both  to  reason  and  precedent,  than  the 
present. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Penryn  Election.]  The  order  of 
the  day  being  read,  for  renewing  the  ad- 
journed debate  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed to  be  made  to  the  question,  <<  That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant  to  the 
clerk  of  the  Crown,  to  make  out  a  new 
writ  for  the  electing  of  a  burgess  to  serve 
In  this  present  parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Penryn,  in  the  room  of  Henry  Swann, 
esq.  whose  election  has  been  determined 
to  be  void," 

The  Speaker  tdA^f  thatbefbre  the  House 
proceeded  to  the  adjourned  debate,  it 
might  be  convenient  to  them  to  know  in 
what  state  of  forwardness  the  minutes  of 
evidence  were  which  had  been  ordered  to 
be  printed.  From  their  length  he  did  not 
think  they  would  be  in  the  hands  of  mem- 
bers before  Thursday.  The  House  would 
therefore  see  what  time  might  elapse  be- 
fore members  were  put  in  possession  of 
the  information  which  might  be  necessary 
on  the  subject.  With  respect  to  the  ques- 
tion of  suspending  the  issuing  of  writs 
upon  special  reports,  he  had  before  ex- 
pressed what  had  occurred  to  him  at  the 
moment.  Since  then  he  had  looked  into 
all  the  cases  since  the  year  1770,  and  from 
these  it  appeared,  that  in  all  cases  where 
reports  were  made,  charging  bribery  and 
corruption  upon  a  number  ot*  electors,  the 
issuing  of  the  writ  was  suspended  utitil 
the  House  had  before  them  the  minutes 
of  evidence  taken  before  the  comtnittee. 
In  the  case  of  Ilchester,  indeed,  the  re- 
port charged  some  individuals  with 
bribery,  but  did  not  call  for  any  getieral 
I'esolution.  In  that  case  the  House  or- 
dered the  new  ^rit,  and  directed  the  at- 
torney-general to  prosecute  the  offenders 
for  bribery. 

Sir  C.  aurrell  was  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  more  convenient  if  the  House 
did  not  proceed  with  the  consideration  o& 
the  question  unlil  the  Aiitutei  tf  evidence 
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were  before  them.  He  was  the  more 
4mxiQM0  for  ^hiii«  as  ho  had  heard,  that  the 
evidence  of  one  witness  was  ohjected  to 
hdbre  the  committee ;  and  so  mcely  ba- 
huiced  were  the  yoCes>  that  it  was  only 
rejected  by  the  castiog  vote  of  the  chair- 
jnao*  Iq  order  to  show  the  spirit  which 
prevailed  in  this  borough,  he  would  beg 
to  have  the  report  of  a  committee  which 
.bad  sat  in  l^O?*  to  examine  the  alle^- 
,ttpnp  of  a  petition  against  the  return  which 
had  then  been  msde  for  it. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  report  of  the 
jcommittee.  It  was  dated  Feb.  4Kh,  1807f 
nod  staled,  that  sir  C.  Hawkins,  the  sitting 
men^ber,  was  unduly  elected,  and  that 
Henry  Swann,  esq.  was  one  of  the  sitting 
members,  and  that  John  Trevanion*  esq. 
ought  to  have  been  returped  as  the  other 
member.  The  committee  also  passed  a 
:re^|ilion  that  sir  C.  Hawkins  had  been 
^luli^  of  btibeiT,  and  that  several  eleciom 
.qf  the  borough  had  been  proved  to  have 
ippcepted  bribes. 

Sir  a  BurreU  said,  that  after  what  the 
Hott8e,had  .heard  of  the  base  and  merce- 
•ivury  spirit  which  prevailed  in  that  bo- 
irougb»  they  would  see  the  necessity  of 
.i^Ot  proceeding  with  the  discussion  until 
*tbey  should  have  the  minutes  of  evidence 
.fully  before  them.  He  would  therefore 
.ipoive,  that  the  debate  be  further  adjourn* 
edaill  Mjonday. 

Mr.  MasUrttm  Ure  said,  there  were 
.few  subjects,  coming  under  the  considera- 
.tioA.  of  parliament,  of  greater  importance 
.than  those  copnected  with  the  rights  of 
.electors,  and  the  privileges  of  the  House ; 
(and  he  ftit  desirous  that  on  the  present 
jpoGasion.they  sboidd  aa  conduct  tne  pro- 
cwiluigs  as  to  show  to  thepw^e  pf  £ng- 
^land  that  if  there  Wieranany  persons  who 
.t^MMghl  Ibe  elective  fimefaise  should  be 
jssore  evleuded,  and  others  of  a  contrary 
^oiiwqp, .  that  tiieywoidd  take  care  that 
.  thi^ae^who  had  thejalective  ftanchiaeshould 
wMercise  it,  .fairly,  freely,  and  eooatitu- 
.tioaaily.  And  bene  it  was  lapoctaDt  to 
>^s^rr0,.tliat  by^aooediog  to  the  hoa. 
•fasronet'sinoiiaB,  theHouae  wmildenaUe 
thoae.whohad  pcoved  tbAoaselveaao  un- 
jlRSiriliy  of  heiag .  electors  to.repeat  those 
racta  m  corruption  so  disgraoefiu  to  them- 
laalirea.aad  ii^udoua  to  tli^  public ;  while 
•by  pMtpooiog  the  .writ  it  would  be  liable 
<lo  the  mftge  -  eif  depriving  the  k<ma  Jidd 
jdactors  of  Peniyn  of.  their.duo  share  in 
.ther^resentation  of  the  empire:  for  it 
jihekiU.be  ohsened,  that  thosadcctors 
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were  found  to  have  been  bribed,  would, 
notwithstanding  that  resolution,  be  en« 
titled  to  vote,  till  they  were  convicted  in 
a  court  of  law,  or  disqualified  by  act  of 
parliament.  He  might  here  allude  to 
precedents,  from  which  it  would  appear 
that  there  was  no  case  where  the  House 
had  delayed  to  issue  a  writ  to  supply  a 
vacancy,  unlea^  the  report  of  the  com' 
mittee  was  of  a  more  general  nature,  and 
implied  more  flagrant  acts  of  corruption. 
In  roost  of  these  cases  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  moved  the  House  to  post- 
pone issuing  the  writ;  wliereas  in  the 
present  case  he  moved  that  it  should  be 
issued.  Finding,  however,  on  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House,  that  corruption  had 
existed  in  this  borough  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, and  similar  ditgraceful  practices 
appearing  on  the  present  occasion,  be 
would  accede  to  the  hon*  bar<met's  pre- 
sent motion* 

Mr.  A.  Wright  said,  that  seven  or  eight 
persons  had  been  proved  to  have  received 
bribes  in  this  borough.  This  was  the  ex- 
tent of  the  bribery  proved.  As  to  the 
notion  that  a  hundred  voters  had  been 
bribed,  it  was  entirely  without  foundation 
in  the  evidence. 

Sir  «/.  Newport  approved  of  the  ad- 
journment. He  understood,  tliat  in  ad- 
didon  to  bribery,  it  was  proved  that  neither 
one  party  nor  the  other  had  tendered  the 
brB>ery  oath  to  any  voter.  He  under- 
stood also,  that  a  paper  had  been  offered 
.  to  the  committee,  which  though  not  ac- 
cepted, as  it  could  not  be  brought  home 
to  either  party,  tainted  the  character  of  the 
whole  borough.  It  was  no  great  punish- 
ment, after  thie  second  time  of  the  borough 
being  brought  before  the  House  for  bri- 
bery, that  its  franchises  should  be  put  in 
suspension  for  a  time. 

Mr.  if.  Wright  said,  there  was  no  proof 
before  the  committee,  that  the  bribery 
oath  had,  or  that  it  bad  not,  been  admi- 
.'nistered. 

Sir  •/.  Newport  said,  that  the  omtssioa 
.of  any  notice  of  the  bribery  oath  in  the 
|»ell  book  decisively  proved  the  negative. 

Mr.  C.  Hmrveu  agreed  in  the  propriety 
of  waiting  for  the  minutes  of  evidence, 
and  .observed,  that  when  they  were  laid 
•before  the  House,  it  would  be  found  that 
some  of  the  assertions  would  not  be  borne 
out  by  the  evidence* 

Mr.  Banket  acceded  to  the  motion  for 
-delay,  en  the  gvound  that  this  borough 
bad  been  brought  before  the  House  .at 
two  not  very  distant  periods* 

(SB) 
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Mr.  DenUon  thought  there  was  suffi- 
cient evidence  to  show  the  system  of 
gross  bribery  which  had  beeo  practised  in 
this  virtuous  borough.  One  foct  alone 
would  prove  it :  the  electors  were  assem- 
bled at  a  public  breakfast,  and  each  of 
them  received  24i.  for  his  vote.  With 
these  circumstances  before  them,  he  trusted 
the  House  would  adjourn  the  debate  till 
Monday. 

The  debate  was  then  further  adjourned 
till  Monday. 

PETifioN  OF  Thomas  Grady.]  Mr. 
Hutchinson^  in  rising  to  present  a  petition 
from  this  gentleman,  observed,  that  it 
would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  go  over 
the  same  ground  which  he  had  gone  on  a 
former  occasion  when  this  question  was 
before  the  House.  He  was  the  less  in- 
clined to  this,  because  he  understood  it 
to  be  the  general  feeling  of  the  House 
that  there  would  be  no  opposition  to  his 
release.  His  wish  was  to  conciliate  all 
parties,  and  not  to  offer  any  thing  which 
might  prejudice  the  cause  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  petition  he  was  about  to  pre- 
sent. The  petitioner  expressed  his  sincere 
sorrow  at  having  in  any  manner  offended 
the  House.  At  the  same  time  he  solemnly 
declared,  that  he  never  bad  any  such  in- 
tention. He,  therefore,  prayed  that  he 
might  be  released  from  custody. 

The  petition  was  then  brought  up,  and 
read  by  the  clerk.  It  was  in  substance 
such  as  Mr.  Hutchinson  had  described  it. 

Sir  Robert  fViUon  hoped  the  House 
would  consider  the  age  of  the  petitioner 
and  his  ill  state  of  health,  and  also  that 
some  days  had  elapsed  since  he  had  been 
committed  to  prison. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  Af^er  which,  Mr.  Hutchinson 
moved,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Grady  be  forth- 
with brought  to  the  bar,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  discharged. 

Mr.  Booth  JVilbraham  did  not  intend 
to  oppose  the  motion,  but  h«  would  sug- 
^gest,  that  the  old  usage  of  the  House 
should  not  be  departed  from  in  the  pre- 
sent instance.  It  was  the  practice  on  oc- 
casions similar  to  this  to  move,  tJtM  tb^ 
J  person  in  custody  be  brought  up,  not 
brthwith,  but  on  the  following  day;  Be- 
sides, if  Mr.  Grady  were  to  be  brought  to 
the  bar  in  the  course  of  the  present  even- 
ing, it  would  probably  interrupt  the  debate 
which  was  about  to  commence.  He  there- 
fore suggested,  thai  instead  of  the  word 
<*  forthwith,"  in  the  motion,  the  word 
•<  to-morrow  '*  should  be  inserted* 


Mr.  Hutchinson  ^liBd  no  objection  to 
alter  his  motion  as  the  hon.  member  had 
suggested. 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  that  unless  it  were 
mesnt  that  the  petitioner  was  to  to  be  re- 
primanded upon  his  appearance  at  the 
bar,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  make  a 
special  motion  on  the  sulriect. 

The  Speaker  conceived  that  the  order 
for  the  prisoner's  appearance  at  the  bar, 
previous  to  Ms  release,  necessarily  implied 
a  reprimand.   • 

Mr.  fVynn  said,  that  to  prevent  any 
doubt  upon  the  object  for  which  the  pri- 
soner was  to  be  brought  up,  it  might  be 
better  to  let  the  word  «  reprimanded"  be 
inserted. 

This  was  done  accordinglyi  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

« 

MoTioH  FOR  A  Select  Committee 
ON  THE  State  of  Gaols  and  other 
Prisons.]  Lord  Qutkreagh  saidahat  in 
rising  to  cisll  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  important  subject  to  which  his  notice 
referred,  he  should  endeavour  to  state 
shortly  the  objects  to  which  he  proposed 
that  the  committee,  for  the  appointment 
of  which  it  was  his  intention  to  move, 
should  direct  its  inquiry.*— At  the  outset 
he  felt  it  necessary  to  advert  to  the  mo- 
tion of  which  an  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man had  given  notice  for  to-morrow  even- 
ing, because  that  motion  was  closely  and 
intimately  connected  with  the  purposes 
comprehended  in  the  motion  with  which 
he  meant  to  conclude.  The  object,  in- 
deed, of  the  hon.  and  learned  eentleman, 
was  directly  and  immediately  involved  in 
the  inquiry  for  which  he  (lord  C.)  pro- 
posed to  move;  and  he  apprehended  that 
if  the  tenor  of  his  notice  upon  this  subject 
had  been  distinctly  understood,  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  would  have  fek, 
Uiat  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  was  unnecessary.  But  he  dovAted 
whether  the  notice  given  for  him  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  at  an  early  period  of  the 
•session,  was  clearly  comprehended;  for 
that  notice  did  not  refer  merely  to  the 
•state  of  gaob,  but  to  the  best  mode  of 
providmg  for  Uie  reformation,  custody  and 
punishment  of  o&nders.  It  was  not,  he 
Delieved,  so  understood  by  the  hon*  and 
learned  gentleman,  -or  he  would  have  nap 
turally  confseived  that  the  object  of  his 
notice  would  embrace  tiie  state  of  crime 
and  the  character  of  our  criminal  laws, 
not  inoidentaUy  or  indirectly,  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  ara  otheo  ap- 
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pcared  to  thioky  but  directly  and  imme- 
diately.   That  auch  was  the  purpose  of 
hit  notion,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  con- 
fine the  proposed  inquiry  to  the  state  of 
giols  merelyi  but  to  extend  it  to  the  cri- 
minal code,  with  all  its  direct  and  colla- 
teral   consequences,    was,    indeed,    he 
thouffht  necessarily  to  be  inferred  from 
the  Aservations  which  he  had  the  honour 
of  submitting  to  the  House*  upon  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  motion  brought  forward  by 
an  hon.  gentleman  with  respect  to  trans- 
portation and  the  hulks.    But  looking  to 
what  he  said  upon  that  occasion,,  com- 
bined with  the  notice  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  he  was  surprised  to 
find  any  doubt  existing  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  make  his  motion  upon  this  in- 
teresting question,  as  brokd  and  compre- 
hensive  as  possible.    He  apprehended, 
indeed,  that  there  was  no  solid  difference 
between  the  object  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  and  that  which  he  had  in  Tiew, 
and  that  it  was  equally  the  wish  of  both 
to  bring  the  proposed  inquiry  to  a  satis- 
iactory  coacfusion.    But  there  would  be 
a  material  difference  between  them,  if,  as 
some  appeared  to  imagine,  he  (lord  C.) 
intended  to  limit  the  inquiry  to  ttie  mere 
state  of  gaols ;  for  if  that  were  his  object 
•—if  he  proposed  only  to  inquire  into  the 
construction  of  prisons,  or  into  the  disci- 
pline or  classification  of  prisoners,  a  com- 
mittee of  that  House  would  not,  in  his 
view,  be  the  fittest  place  for  the  conduct 
of  such  an  inquiry.    On  the  contrary, 
thinking  such  an  inquiry  to  be  of  a  minis- 
terial and  official  character,  he  should  ra- 
ther think  it  right  to  move  an  address  Co 
the  Crown,  for  the  appointment  of  a  spe- 
cial commission,  to  mvestigate  the  con- 
struction of  the  several  prisons,  and  the 
system  upon  which  they  were  conducted. 
JBut  his  view  was  of  amorecompi^ehensive 
nature ;  it  was,  to  consider  the  state  of 
prisonswlth  reference  to  the  state  of  crime, 
and  the  operation  of  punishment  with 
regard  to  the  several  classes  of  criminals, 
in  order  to  ascertain  how  far  the  existing 
avstem  of  punishment  served  to  contrd 
the  commission,  or  promote  the  diminu- 
tion of  crime.    It  would,  indeed,  be  a 
mehmcholy  task  to  look  alone  at  the  state 
of  our  gaols,  without  considering  how  far 
their  conduct  or  construction  served  to 
e&ct  a  reduction  of  crime,  instead  of 
seeking  to  ascertain  merely  whether  those 
£adls  should  be  multiplied  or  enlarged. 
It  was  impossible,  in  his  judgment,  for  a 
conmittee  of  that  House  to  lopk  at  the 


state  of  gaols,  without  looUng  also  at  the 
state  of  crime,  which  must  necessarily  in- 
volve a  consideration  of  the  character  of 
the  penal  code.  The  only  difference,  then, 
which  he  could  figure  to  himself  to  exist 
between  the  course  of  inquiry  whidi  he 
proposed  to  pursue  and  that  of  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  given 
notice  was  this,  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  would  direct  the  investigation 
to  the  character  of  the  law,  without  con- 
sidering its  full  effect  and  operation,  while 
he  would  extend  the  investigation  so  as  to 
ascertain  whether  the  prejudice   raised 
against  the  penal  code  was  well-founded, 
and  if  so,  what  practical,  remedy  could 
be  devised.    With  this  view,  it  was  obvi- 
ously essential  to  consider  the  effect  of 
secondary  punishments,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain what  substitute  should  be  established 
for  any  part  of  the  penal  code  that  was 
found  to  be  decidedly  objectionable,  and 
therefore  he  proposed  to  include  in  his 
motion  a  consideration- of  the  several  sys- 
tems of  the  penitentiaries^the  hulks,  anrd 
transportation.    Without  such  consider- 
ation, indeed,  he  conceived  that  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  to  decide  fully  and 
fairly  upon  the  character  of  the  penal 
code.    He  would  put  it  to  the  hon*  and 
learned  gentleman  and  to  the  House,  whe- 
ther great  inconvenience  was  not  but  too 
likely  to  result  from  any  decision  upon  tho 
system  of  the   penal  law,   without  first 
duly  considering  the  effect  of  the  se- 
condary punishments.    For   himself,  he 
felt  that  he  could  not  too  strongly  depre- 
cate the  idea  that  parliament  should  pro- 
nounce  any  sentence  of  condemnation 
upon  the  criminal  law  of  the  country, 
without  duly  and  deliberstely  considering 
what  remedy  should  be  applied.    To  send 
forth  the  Judges,  indeed,  to  administers 
system  of  law  against  which  parliament 
had  decided,  would  lead  to  many  and  ob- 
vious disadvantages..    He  was  therefore 
adverse  to  any  premature  complaint  or 
partial    inquiries,  and  anxious  that  the 
whole  case  should  be  gone  into  at  once, 
that  case  comprehending  the  system  of 
the  gaols,  of  transportation  and  the  hulks, 
as  well  as  the  character  of  the  criminal 
law.    Such  inquiry  ought,  indeed,  for  va- 
rious reasons,  to  precede  any  decision 
upon  the  penal  code,  upon  which  it  be- 
hoved parhament  not  to  cast  an  imputa- 
tion, until  a  remedy  were  devised  for  any 
existing  evil.    To  do  otherwise  would  be 
prematurely  to  pronounce  a  seneral  sen* 
tence  of  degradation  on  the  laws  of  the 
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country :  people  out  of  doors  would  hai« 
tily  conclude,  that  the  whole  system  was 
unnecessarily  harsh,  and  a  false  expecta- 
tion would  be  raised  of  impracticable 
lenity.  With  regard  to  the  argument  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  on  the  second  bench 

JMr.  Bennet),  for  whose  capacity  and 
iligenccy  in  considering  subjects  of  this 
nature,  he  entertained  the  highest  possible 
respect,  he  could  indeed  assure  that  hon* 
gentleman,  that  he  would  be  quite  ready 
to  bow  to  his  opinion  upon  any  point  con- 
nected with  a  question  of  this  nature,  if 
that  opinion  were  not  opposed  to  his  own 
conscientious  conviction.  When,  there- 
fore, that  hon.  gentleman  proposed  to 
make  secondary  punishments  the  subject 
of  distinct  consideration,  he  should  not 
have  opposed  the  propositions  if  he  were 
not  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  inexpe- 
diency of  such  a  course  of  proceeding, 
for  the  reasons  which  he  had  already 
stated. 

He  trusted  that  he  had  rendered  his 
views  intelligible  to  the  House ;  and  that 
he  had  justified  the  difference  of  his  opi- 
nion upon  this  question  from  that  of  tne 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  as  well  as 
from  that  of  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
second  bench,  his  opinion  being,  that  par- 
liament should  not  pronounce  any  verdict 
against  the  penal  code,  until  it  were  ascer- 
tained whether  any,  and   what   remedy 
could  be  applied.    Then,  as  to  the  divi- 
sion of  labour  proposed  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman on  the  second    bench,  and  sup- 
ported by  others,  he  could  not  see  the 
utility  of  such  a  division  upon  an  inquiry 
of  this  nature ;  for  he  could  not  admit  the 
expediency  of  appointing  difibrent  com- 
inittees,   to    collect    dif&rent    materials, 
which,  afler  all,  in  order  to  decide  cor- 
rectly   and    comprehensively,    must    be 
brought  to   one    centre  of  deliberation. 
That  centre  of  deliberation,  it  was  his 
object  at  once  to  constitute  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  committee.     Such  com- 
inittee,  although  in  the  first  instance  be 
should  propose  that  it  be  composed  of  21 
members,  might  consist  of  as  many  gen- 
tlemen  as  were  thought  desirable;  and 
were  he  a  member  of  that  committee,  he 
should  be  most  happy  to  receive  all  the 
lights  which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man, as  well  as  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
Becond  bench,  were  so  eminently  capable 
of  throwing  upon  the  subject,    with  such 
aids,  the  committee  would  no  doubt  be  en- 
abled to  devise  the  means  of  improving  the 
merciful  character  of  our  laws»  and  promot- 


ing the  sakitary  dimiixticionofpunisbmenfs. 
Through  sQch  a  comnrfttee  information  w$lA 
not  at  all  likely  to  be  laid  before  ^tte  House 
in  a  dispersed  or  unintelligiblesfaape.  Every 
thing  that  related  to  secondary  punislf* 
ments  would  be  collected  by  such  a  com* 
mittee,  and  parliament  would  be  guarded 
against  disturbing  the  public  mind  by  the 
publication  of  partial  and  discordant  views. 
What  he  wte  most  anxious  about  was, 
that  a  broad  and  comprehensive  report 
should  be   drawn  up,  upon  whidi  iM 
House   could   act  with   propriety  and 
safety.    He  did  not  seek  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  intermitiable  committee,  ttk 
some  gentlemen  profess  to  appehend, 
but  of  such  a  one  as  should  come  to  a 
satisfactory  decision  within  a  reasonable 
time,  while  it  would  guard  against  the 
danger  of  any  denunciation,  against  the 
useful  character  or  moral  influence  of  our 
criminal  law,  without  a  full  and  radicid 
inquiry  how  far  that  law  might  be  modified 
and  improved.     The  information  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  ^ntleman  had  it  in 
his  power  to  communicate  to  such  a  com-* 
mittee,  would  no  doubt  be  most  desirable; 
But  he  (lord  C.)  would  caution  gentle- 
men, and  especially  those  who  might  be- 
long to  this  committee,  to  guard  their 
minds  against  the  influence  of  passion,  for 
when  that  passion  was  abated  bv  inquiry, 
the  judgment  and  energy  essential  to  forni 
a  correct  decision  and  to  devise  an  ade- 
quate remedy,  were  but  too  likely  to  lose 
their  proper  force.    Those  who  exagge- 
rated to  themselves  the  nature  of  the  ill, 
would  probably  find  that  they  had  been 
deceived ;  and  the  result  might  be,  that 
they  would  sink  into  a  state  of  torpid 
apathy  and  indifference;  a  condition  of 
mind  much  more  fatal  to  reform  than 
even  an  under  calculation  of  its  necessity. 
Gentlemen  would  then  do  well,  if  in  due 
time  they  took  care  to  exclude  every  ex« 
aggerated  representation  from  their  minds> 
and  to  hold  themselves  in  a  proper  temper 
finally  to  determine  upon  this  very  ua" 
portent  question. 

Now,  as  to  the  state  of  crime  in  the 
country,  be  admitted,  that  it  appeared  by 
the  returns,  that  within  the  last  three  or 
ibuir  ^ears,  crime  htid  increased  to  an 
alarming  extent,  almost  in  the  proportion 
of  two  to  one;  and  comparing  the  conf^ 
mitments  of  the  last  year  with  those  ten 
years  ago,  in  some  classes  of  cfrhne  thef 
were  in  the  ratio  of  nearly  three  to  one. 
Such  a  view  was  in  some  respects  appal- 
ling; «t  aH  ereiHPi  h  iromd  be  loost 
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crease  of  their  number  there  was  a  pro-  \ 
gressjve  diminution.  It  was  material  also 
to  consider,  that  if  the  character  of  our 
laws  bad  not  been  materially  altered  in 
the  character  of  their  enactment  they  had 
been  rendered  much  more  lenient  in  their 
execution.  The  number  of  capital  pu- 
nishments had  of  late  years  decreased,  as 
compared  not  merely  with  the  increase  of 
crimes,  but  with  the  number  at  the  period  * 
when  crimes  were  less  frequent.  This 
was  an  important  view  of  the  subject,  and 
one  which  ought  never  to  be  forgotten, 
when  the  British  code  was  accused  of  be- 
ing more  sanguinary  and  severe  than  that 
of  other  countries.  On  examining  the 
returns  on  the  table  for  the  last  fourteen 

2 ears,  it  appeared  that  in  1805  the  num- 
er  of  persons  who  received  sentence  of 
death  was  350 ;  in  the  last  year  1254«. 
But  with  respect  to  executions,  it  ap- 
peared that  in  1805  of  the  capital  convic- 
tions there  was  one-fifth  in  which  the  law 
was  allowed  to  take  its  course,  while,  in 
1817,  there  was  only  one-eleventh,  and  in 
1818  one-twelfth.  Through  the  whole 
period  of  the  fourteen  years  alluded  to, 
the  number  of  the  capital  punishments 
n^ht  be  traced  as  being  gradually  re- 
duced. The  number  of  persons  executed 
in  the  whole  of  Great  Britain  last  year  was 
97«  For  several  years  past,  indeed,  there 
had  not  been  much 'variance  from  that 
amount.  Formerly,  the  number  executed 
in  London  and  Middlesex  alone  almost 
exceeded  the  number  now  executed  in 
the  whole  kingdom.  The  documents  on 
the  table  afforded  returns  on  this  subject 
as  far  back  as  the  year  1749.  Taking  the 
period  immediately  after  the  American 
war,  as  being  that  which  corresponded  in 
circumstances  most  closely  with  the  pre- 
sent, it  would  be  found  that  in  1783  the 
number  of  persons  executed  in  London  and 
Middlesex  was  53 :  in  1784,  56 ;  inl785, 
97;  ia  1766,59; in  1787,  92:  and  so  on; 
while  in  the  last  year  the  number  was  only 
19 ;  and  theaverage  number  of  the  last  five 
years  was  20.  it  appeared,  therefore, 
that  punishment  had  considerably  de- 
creased in  point  of  severity,  a  circumstance 
which  added  to  the  impression  he  wished 
to  make,  namely,  that  although  the  num- 
ber of  crimes  hiad  greatly  increased,  and 
was  an  evil  of  considerable  magnitude, 
with  which  the  legislature  ought  to  con* 
taid>  yet  that  those  crimes  were  not  ac- 
compaoied  with  those  circumstances  of 
horror  at  which  hvman  nature  revolted, 
and  were  ia  a  great  measure  attributable 


to  temporary  causes— to  the  wants  of  the 
lower  orders,  and  to  the  tempting  wealth 
of  the  higher ;  and  that  therefore  it  was  an 
evil  which  might  be  successfully  dealt 
with. 

Adverting  to  what  had  frequently  fallen 
from  an  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  on  the 
second  bench  on  the  subject,  he  expres* 
sed  his  doubt  whether  that  hon.  gentleman 
was  borne  out  l^y  the  fact  in  his  assertion 
of  the  great  increase  of  crime  that  had 
been  produced  by  the  corruption  of  pri- 
sons. It  was  certainly  to  be  lamented 
that  any  prisons  should  be  improperly  ad- 
ministered, and  unquestionably  tnat  was  a 
subject  to  which  great  attention  ought  to 
be  paid ;  but'he  combated  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's proposition,  because  he  was  per- 
suaded that  the  hon.  gentleman  and  the 
House  would  fall  short  of  their  duty,  if 
they  conceived  that  that  was  the  principal 
cause  of  the  increase  of  crimes ;  and  that 
if  they  dedt  with  gaols,  they  dealt  with 
every  thing  that  was  necessary  on  the 
subject.  Among  other  important  objects 
of  investigation  would  be  the  inquiry  how 
far  the  secondary  punishments  were  found 
to  be  reconcilable  with  the  morality  and 
improvement  of  prisoners.  It  would 
also  be  most  desirable  to  consider  how  far 
crimes  had  increased — partly  from  the 
spirit  of  mercy  in  which  the  criminal  law 
had  of  late  years  been  administered, 
and  still  more  from  the  cessation  of  that 
salutary  terror  with  which  transportation 
from  this  country  was  formerly  accompa- 
nied. It  would  be  necessary  to  inquire, 
if  Botany  Bay,  as  it  had  lately,  and  as  it 
still  existed,  had  not  a  character  more 
colonial  than  belonged  to  a  place  appro- 
priated to  the  punishment  of  ofienders. 
It  would  be  necessary  to  inquire,  even  in 
justice  to  that  colony,  whether  the  period 
had  not  arrived  when  it  might  be  relieved 
from  beiqg  the  resort  of  such  characters 
as  had  hitherto  been  sent  to  it,  and  might 
be  permitted,  without  interruption  to  fol- 
low the  general  law  of  nature  by  a  more 
rapid  approximation  to  that  state  of  pros- 
perity to  which  it  was  to  be  hoped,  every 
part  of  the  world  was  destined  to  arrive. 
It  might  be  tobe  seen,  if  any  new  arrange, 
ment  could  be  made  which  should  impart 
a  more  deterring  character  to  transporta- 
tion; for  whatever  impression  the  hon. 
gentleman  might  have  on  that  subject,  the 
general  system  of  transportation  was  one 
m  which  the  utmost  mildness  and  huma- 
nity and  attention  to  the  health  and  mo- 
rala  of  the  convicto  were  exhibited.    K 
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it,  it  was  because  the  accomplishment  was 
attended  with  so  many  difficulties.  That 
the  efforts  lately  directed  to  the  subject 
would  be  successful,  he  could  not  cTen 
now  assert,  but  there  was  reason  to  hope 
that  a  remedy  had  been  discovered,  and 
would  speedily  be  applied.  It  had  been 
often  stated,  that  the  renewal  of  cash  pay« 
ments  would  put  an  end  to  the  augmenta- 
tion, if  not  to  the  existence  of  this  crime; 
but  although  so  wide  a  field  might  not  be 
afforded,  there  would  stiil  be  an  ample 
superficies  upon  which  crime  might  ope* 
rate :  an  abandonment,  therefore,^  of  the 
system  now  pursued,  probably  would  not 
have  the  effect  that  some  gentlemen,  more 
sanguine  than  considerate,  anticipated. 
With  respect  to  the  amount  of  convictipna 
for  forcery,  it  was  observable,  that  though 
more  nad  been  found  guilty  in  the 
few  last  than  in  precedmg  years,  yet 
the  returns  proved,  that  the  executiona 
within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  had  beea 
fewer  than  in  the  eight  or  ten  years  an* 
terior ;  dividing  the  period  since  the  sus- 
pension of  cash  payments  in  1797  into 
two  parts,  the  executions  had  been  mpre 
frequent  in  the  first  than  in  the  last; 
notwithstanding  the  increased  issue  of 
paper  which  had  taken  place  of  late  years. 
With  respect  to  the  crimes  of  burglary 
and  robbery,  their  comparative  growth 
had  been  in  no  degree  commensurate  to 
that  of  the  crime  which  he  had  already 
adverted  to.  It  was  also  a  satisfactory 
consideration  that  the  aggravated  cha- 
racter of  these  crimes  had  been  gradually 
mitigated,  and  that  they  were  not  accom- 
panied by  those  circumstances  of  violence 
and  atrocity  by  wluch  they  were  formerly 
attended.  There  was  another  fact  whica 
as  far  as  hb  observations  went,  tended  to 
strengthen  his  hope  that  the  increase  of 
crimes  was  in  a  great  measure  attributa- 
able  to  temporary  causes ;  and  that 
was  that  the  increase    of  crimes  corn- 


were  revolting  to  human  nature ;  in  those 
for  which  poverty  afforded  no  excuse  or 
temptation.  In  fact,  a  slight  examination 
would  show,  that  in  the  latter  there  had 
been  no  positive  increase.  Comparing 
them  with  former  times,  and  making  due 
allowances  for  the  difference  in  the  amount 
of  population,  and  for  the  nature  and 
pumber  of  the  difficulties  to  be  encoun- 
tered, it  would  appear  that  offences  of  a 
higher  kind  of  enormity  were  even  less 
nunierous  than  they  had  been :  and  this 
consideration  was  honourable  to  the  na- 
tional character,  because  it  showed  that 
(in  spite  of  every  calamity  against  which 
the  country  had  to  struggle  J  we  had  not 
to  regret  any  aggravation  of  moral  depra- 
vity among  our  people.  Taking  for  in- 
stance the  crime  of  murder,  it  was  a  fact 
that  within  the  last  year  there  were  fewer 
convictions  on  that  score  than  were  ever 
known  in  any  former  year.  In  killing 
and  maiming  there  had  been  no  increase ; 
the  same  of  bigamy  and  manslaughter; 
rapes  had  not  been  more  numerous  last 
year  than  in  the  years  preceding;  and 
the  number  of  assaults,  with  a  criminal 
intent,  of  that  kind,  were  still  fewer. 
Unnatural  offences  and  attempts  had 
not  been  more  freouent.  Thus  those 
crimes  which  marked  the  existence  of 
deep  moral  depravity,  or  national  de- 
gradation, or  turbulent  temper,  had  most 
materially  diminished.  The  great  mass  of 
the  growth  of  crime  had  been  connected 
with  the  laws  relating  to  property ;  forge- 
ries, frauds,  highway  robbenes,  burglaries 
and  larcenies,  had  all  augmented,  and  had 
given  an  undue  character  to  the  whole. 
The  largest  augmentation  had  been  found 
in  forgeries ;  and  whatever  feeling  might 
prevaS  out  of  doors,  he  trusted  that  the 
house  would  look  at  the  important  ques- 
tion calmly  and  dispassionately.  He  did 
not  mean  to  cast  reproach  upon  any  hon. 
member,  but  it  had  been  charged  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  that  the  Bank  of 
England  had  been  guilty  of  supineness 
and  indifference  on  this  important  topic ; 
that  the  proper  means  had  not  been  taken 
to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  this 
crime.  As  far  as  that  body  was  concerned 
recent  inquiries,  however,  iiad  shown,  that 
such  an  imputation  had  not  been  merited, 
and  justice  had  now  been  done  to  the 
exertions  of  the  directors ;  it  had  been 
shown  that  they  had  always  been  actuated 
by  a  sincere  and  earnest  wish  to  prevent 
the  fraudulent  imitation  of  their  notes ; 
ind  if  they  had  not  been  able  to  perform 

t 


mitted  by  females  was  by  no  means 
commensurate  with  the  increase  of  Crimea 
committed  by  males.  This  appeared  to 
him  to  show,  that  the  increase  had  been 
principally  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  and  to  the  difficulty  with  which 
the  habits  of  war  were  exchanged  for 
those  of  peace.  The  great,  the  only  ob- 
ject of  punishment  was  to  deter ;  and  it 
was  therefore  ^ratifying  to  find,  that  in 
regard  to  females,  fewer  executions  bad 
taken  place  in  this  country  of  late  yeara 
than  would  be  found  in  the  earliest  returna 
now  before  the  House  \  so  far  from  an  in* 
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crease  of  their  number  there  was  a  pro- 
gressive diminution.  It  was  material  also 
to  oonsideri  that  if  the  character  of  our 
laws  had  not  been  materially  altered  in 
the  character  of  their  enactment  they  had 
been  rendered  much  more  lenient  in  their 
execution.  The  number  of  capital  pu- 
nishments had  of  late  years  decreased^  as 
compared  not  merely  with  the  increase  of 
crimes,  but  with  the  number  at  the  period 
when  crimes  were  less  frequent.  This 
was  an  important  view  of  the  subjecti  and 
one  which  ought  never  to  be  forgotten, 
when  the  British  code  was  accused  of  be- 
ing more  sanguinary  and  severe  than  that 
of  other  countries.  On  examining  the 
returns  on  the  table  for  the  last  fourteen 
years,  it  appeared  that  in  1805  the  num- 
ber of  persons  who  received  sentence  of 
death  was  350;  in  the  last  year  1254. 
But  with  respect  to  executions,  it  ap- 
peared that  in  1805  of  the  capital  convic- 
tions there  was  one-fifth  in  wnich  the  law 
was  allowed  to  take  its  course,  while,  in 
1817«  there  was  only  one-eleventh,  and  in 
1818  one-twelfth.  Through  the  whole 
period  of  the  fourteen  years  alluded  to, 
the  number  of  the  capital  punishments 
night  be  traced  as  being  gradually  re- 
duced. The  number  of  persons  executed 
in  the  whole  of  Great  Britain  last  year  was 
97.  For  several  years  past,  indeed,  there 
had  not  been  much  'variance  from  that 
amount.  Formerly,  the  number  executed 
in  London  and  Middlesex  alone  almost 
exceeded  the  number  now  executed  in 
the  whole  kingdom.  The  documents  on 
the  table  afforded  returns  on  this  subject 
as  hr  back  as  the  year  1749.  Taking  the 
period  immediately  after  the  American 
war,  as  being  that  which  corresponded  in 
circumstances  most  closely  with  the  pre- 
aent,  it  would  be  found  that  in  1783  the 
number  of  persons  executed  in  London  and 
Middlesex  was  53 :  in  1784,  56 ;  inl785, 
97;  in  1786,59;in  1787»  92:  and  so  on; 
whilein  the  last  year  the  number  was  only 
19 ;  and  theaverafte  number  of  the  last  five 
years  was  20.  It  appeared,  therefore, 
that  pimishment  had  considerably  de- 
creased in  point  of  severity,  a  circumstance 
^hich  added  to  the  impression  he  wished 
to  make,  namely,  that  alUiough  the  num- 
ber of  crimes  had  greatly  increased,  and 
was  an  evil  of  considerable  magnitude, 
with  which  the  legislature  ought  to  con- 
teiid»  yet  that  those  crimes  were  not  ac- 
companied with  those  circumstances  of 
horror  at  which  huosan  nature  revolted, 
and  were  ia  «  great  measure  attribotaUe 


to  temporary  causes— to  the  wants  of  the 
lower  orders,  and  to  the  tempting  wealth 
of  the  higher ;  and  that  therefore  it  was  an 
evil  which  might  be  successfully  dealt 
with. 

Adverting  to  what  had  frequently  fallen 
from  an  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  on  the 
second  bench  on  the  subject,  he  expres* 
sedhis  doubt  whether  that  hon.  gentleman 
was  borne  out  l^y  the  fact  in  his  assertion 
of  the  great  increase  of  crime  that  had 
been  produced  by  the  corruption  of  pri- 
sons. It  was  certainly  to  be  lamented 
that  any  prisons  should  be  improperly  ad- 
ministered, and  unquestionably  that  was  a 
subject  to  which  great  attention  ought  to 
be  paid ;  buthe  combated  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's proposition,  because  he  was  per- 
suaded that  the  hon.  gentleman  and  the 
House  would  fall  short  of  their  duty,  if 
they  conceived  that  that  was  the  principal 
cause  of  the  increase  of  crimes ;  and  that 
if  they  dealt  with  gaols,  they  dealt  with 
every  thing  that  was  necessary  on  the 
subject.  Among  other  important  objects 
of  investigation  would  be  the  inquiry  how 
far  the  secondary  punishments  were  found 
to  be  reconcilable  with  the  morality  and 
improvement  of  prisoners.  It  would 
also  be  most  desirable  to  consider  how  far 
crimes  had  increased — partly  from  the 
spirit  of  mercy  in  which  the  criminal  law 
had  of  late  years  been  administered, 
and  still  more  from  the  cessation  of  that 
salutary  terror  with  which  transportation 
from  this  country  was  formerly  accompa- 
nied. It  would  be  necessary  to  inquire, 
if  Botany  Bay,  as  it  had  lately,  and  as  it 
still  existed,  had  not  a  character  more 
colonial  than  belonged  to  a  place  appro- 
priated to  the  punishment  of  ofienders. 
It  would  be  necessary  to  inquire,  even  in 
justice  to  that  colony,  whether  the  period 
had  not  arrived  when  it  might  be  relieved 
firom  beiqg  the  resort  of  such  characters 
as  had  hitherto  been  sent  to  it,  and  might 
be  permitted,  without  interruption  to  fol- 
low the  general  law  of  nature  by  a  more 
rapid  approximation  to  that  state  of  pros- 
perity to  which  it  was  to  be  hoped,  every 
part  of  the  world  was  destined  to  arrive. 
It  might  be  tobe  seen,  if  any  new  arrange- 
ment could  be  made  which  should  impart 
a  more  deterring  character  to  transporta- 
tion; for  whatever  impression  the  hon. 
gentleman  might  have  on  that  subject,  the 
l^eral  system  of  transportation  was  one 
in  which  the  utmost  mildness  and  huma- 
nity and  attention  to  the  health  and  mo- 
rals of  the  convicts  were  exhibited.    K 
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tion  of  all.  The  questions  were  so 
spliced  together,  there  was  such  a 
tria''juncta'in'uno  connection  between 
them,  that  they  coald  not  be  considered 
separatelj.  They  must  be  treated  as  one 
grand  total,  not  as  three  distinct  subjects : 
they  must  be  looked  on  not  as  indyvidual, 
but  as  component  parts  of  the  same  body. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  might 
have  three  separate  committees,  but  the 
subject  of  their  investfigation  would  be 
the  same ;  for  each  of  them  would  have  to 
inquire  into  the  whole  of  the  three  sub- 

iects.  Til  us  they  would  have  the  same 
abour  over  and  over  again.  It  appeared 
evident  to  him,  that  the  formation  of  three 
comtnittees  would  be  improper;  for^by 
adopting  such  a  system,  they  would  only 
have  the  same  report  three  times  over, 
in  this  instance,  the  division  of  labour 
Would  have  an  effect  different  from  what 
h  usually  had  ;  since,  instead  of  dimini^- 
ing,  it  would  increase  trouble.  The  hon. 
gentleman  then  proceeded  to  deprecate 
Sie  impolitic  humanity  which,  of  late 
Jrears,  was  so  busy  in  revising  our  criminal 
code.  Let  them  b^eak  off  rae  point  from 
the  spear  of  justice,  ^nd  see,  whether  in 
that  mutilated  state,  it  was  so  well  tapi^le 
of  inspiring  terror.  He  would  venture  to 
predict,  that  if  the  views  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  were  carried  into 
effect,  the  sentence  from  the  bench  would 
soon  foe  considered  as  a  legsl  fiction,  and 
like  other  fiction^,  would  be  null  and  of 
no  effect. 

Mr.  Bennet,  although  he  admitted  that, 
as  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  said, 
the  remarks  made  by  the  noble  lord  ap- 
plied rather  to  the  discussion  that  was  to 
take  place  to-morrow,  than  to  the  motion 
•f  that  evening,  begged  leave  to  make  a 
very  few  observations.  There  was  on  the 
table  of  the  House  a  large  roll  of  paper, 
which  he  understood  was  to  be  referred 
to  the  committee,  for  which  the  noble 
lord  had  moved.  That  roH  cenststed  of 
docoments  which  might  be^  divided  into 
(wo  classes,  the  first,  comprehending 
returns  of  the  state  of  the  prisooi  of  the 
kiBgdom,  and  of  the  number  of  persona 
vrhich  they  contained ;  the  second  cob* 
taining  all  the  rales  and  reguklions  be- 
longing thereto.  Now,  let  the  House 
cmly  consider  what  the  committee  would 
have  to  do.  They  were  to  inouire  not 
only  as  the  subject  respected  England, 
but  as  it  respected  Ireland  and  Scotland, 
into  the  general  state  of  the  gaols^to  in- 
qwi  wlMtber  there  were  sufident  funds 


to  fNTOvlde  for  the  confinement  o^  the  in* 
creased  number  of  prisoners^-to  look  int6 
the  f  reat  queation  of  local  jurisdictions. 
As  It  regarded  Scotland,  that  inquiry 
would  be  most  difficult  nnd  cempKeateo. 
Then  came  the  whole  question  or  regula- 
tions, with  the  examination  of  a  ^eat  va- 
riety of  statutes,  some  of  which  were 
scarcely  known  to  the  most  profound 
lawyers.  He  had  some  little  experience 
on  this  subject,  and  when  he  was  assisted 
with  all  the  zeal  of  gentlemen  much  more 
able  than  himself,  he  found  it  took  np  a 
whole  session  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
two  or  three  gaols.  Under  such  oireum- 
stances,  he  assured  the  noble  lord  he  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  embarking  his  com- 
mittee on  a  voyage  to  which  there  was  no 
visible  terminatioB.  And  yet,  to  all  which 
he  had  enumerated,  the  noble  lord  had 
superadded,  as  by  a  side  wind,  an  inquiry 
into  the  criminal  law!  To  attempt  to 
bring  such  an  investigation  to  a  condosioci 
would  require,  not  a  sin^e  session,  but 
the  whole  existence  of  a  septennial  parlia- 
ment. Was  the  noble  lord  aware  thst 
there  were  758  statutes  of  criminal  law, 
every  one  of  which  must  come  under  the 
consideration  of  the  ^ommittee  ?  There 
was  no  conceivable  end  to  such  labours. 
As  to  dividing  the  coitomittee  into  smaller 
bodies,  four  or  five  in  one  party,  and  four 
or  five  in  another,  that  would  be  contrary 
to  all  good  sense,  and,  he  apprehended,  to 
the  practice  of  the  Hoase.  Adverting 
to  the  observations  made  by  the  nobll 
lord  respecting  Botany  Bay,  be  said  that 
he  understood  it  was  part  of  the  pttijeet 
of  government  on  this  subject,  to  select 
the  worst  inhabitants  of  that  eokmy,  and 
to  send  them  to  found  a  new  establisli- 
ment ;  and  that  a  person  had  been  dla- 
patdied  to  New  South  Wales  to  carry 
that  plan  into  efect.  He  hoped  auch  was 
not  the  case. 

Lord  Cmtilereaght  in  explaBalioB,  sdd, 
that  what  he  had  statea  was,  that  it 
would  be  a  fit  .subject  for  the  eemniiltee 
to  ivquiie,  wheUier  Botany  Bay  had  not 
outffrown  tbe  object  fbr  whteh  it  was 
oripnally  inten^fed.  The  noble  lord 
added,  that  gowinwfBt  bad  fit  in  conten* 
plaiion  to  propose  aome  plaee  «e«rtf 
none,  to  which  convids  n^ht  bo 
transported  at  a  more  nodorale  eiEpOBOO 
than  at  preseni. 

Mr.  /ryaa  said,  ho  felt  as  atsoDgly  m 
the  hon.  gentleman  that  this  iiiquirTCN>aid 
not  be  got  through  in  any  reasonawtiSDe. 
But  he  Dad  a  stIUalroagor  objootion  lo  i» 
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m  Hitf  Move  9S  jirtiee;    He  ofajected  te 
ihe  appoietmeetf  of  a  cOinnmttee  to  whom 
inmtahe  nfemd  so  very  laige  a  scope 
ef  iuqiiirjr.    This  efaj^tion  applied  whh 
nach  greater  force  when  dM  objects  of 
ioquiiy  were  not  specified— when  no  spe- 
cial direction  was  given  on  the  subject. 
He  thought  it  wils  one  of  the  worst  prac- 
tices  of  modem  days,  to  refer  to  the  con- 
sideratioa  of  committees  that  which  ought 
to  be  performed  by  the  House  itself. 
The  noble  lord  admitted  it  might  be  ex- 
padienty  that  the  different  branches  of  m- 
qoiry  shodd  be  going  on  simultaneously 
-«-tha«  the  eemmittee   should   separate 
itself  into  dlflerent  subdivisionst  collect 
all  the  information  on  various  heads,  and 
bring  it  into  one  focus.    He  agreed  in  the 
wopriety  of  thia  coursOy   but  he  would 
nave  the  House  te  appoint  those  different 
sub-oommittees.    It  was  their  duty.    No- 
Ihiagy  he  conceived^  vras  attended  with 
wwsc  eflbctSi  than  appointing  committees 
So  examiue  into  very  extensive  subiects. 
They  might  pvopose  regulations  with  re- 
firence  to  them,   but  they  always  left 
enough  behind,  to  form  an  excute  to  the 
House  for  appointing  them  aession  after 
BBSsiott.    Winle  they  continued  in  exist- 
encoi  they  pierented  individual  members 
from  proposing  motiens  on  the  subjects 
ihey  wereappoinied  te  inquire  into.    If 
a  member  introduced  a  motion  touching 
en  tbe  subjects  of  their  inquiry,   he  was 
immediately  catted  to  account  for  inter- 
ftring  with  the  labours  of  the  committee. 
In  his  opintooy  this  question  ought  to  be 
discussed  in  a  oomasittee  of  the  whole 
House,   silica   there   was   not  a  single 
member  whose  exoevienoe  or  observation 
would  not  enable  mm  to  form  an  opinion 
upon  it.    He  conceived  it  waa  quite  im- 
possible fop  one  committee,  even  in  the 
course  of  an  entire  parliament,   to  finish 
the  business  about  to  be  referred  to  that 
ibr  which  the  noble  lord  had  moved. 
He  doubted  very  much  whether  the  mo- 
tion of  which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
had^  gnraa  ootioe  for  to-morrow,   was  a 
eeneot  one.    He  thou|;ht  even  tbe  sub- 
ject of  tbe  laws  inflictrnj^  the  fienalty  of 
deathy  ought  to  be  considered  in  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House;    since    it 
also  was  matter  of  opinion,  on  which  every 
member  bad  some  degree  of  experience. 
Thb  ceinmittee  would  be  called  on  to  in- 
quire into  the  whole  statutes  at  large. 
The  subject  wes  not  expressly  referred 
to  thesB^  but,  from  tbe  words  of  the  mo- 
tioOf  they  would  neecssariiy  conclude. 


that  .their  iaqufry  wan  to  Extend  ((brii 
Many  subjects,  he  believed^  would  never 
have  been  referred  to  a  committee,  if  tbe 
House  bad  been  aware. of  their  great 
scope  and  extent.  He  conceived  they 
ought  to  mark  and  pdiat  out  the  particular 
matters  to  be  mquired  into.  He  would 
have  a  committee  specially  appointed  to 
investigate  one  branch  of  a  subject,  aad» 
when  &eir  labours  were  fiaisbed,  he  would 
have  another  appointed  to  inquire  into 
another  division  of  it.  Tlie  power  would 
thus  bo  icept  in  their  own  hands;  and  no 
committee  would  be  called  on  to  proceed 
with  an^  investigation  that  could  not  be 
concluded  in  a  reasoosble  time. 

Mr.  Alderman  JVood  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  remarkina  on  that  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  noble  lord  which  attributed 
the  increase  of  crimes,  amongst  other 
cauves,  tothedisbandmentofsuchalarge 
portion  of  the  army  and  navy.  From  his 
situation,  he  had  had  the  naeans  of  wit* 
nesstng  the  efiects  of  that  change  which 
the  peace  produced,  and  he  caold  states 
that  the  number  ef  persons  dmrged  with 
ofiences  who  came  under  that  dewcription^ 
did  not  exceed  one  in  eigiily.  Many 
soldiers  and  sailors,  chiefly  tbe  latter, 
were  brought  belbre  the  magistrates,  but 
they  were  principally  as  pauptiirs*  The 
great  source  of  crime,  he  was  confident, 
arose  from  tbe  congregated  stale  of  our 
prisons,  where  prisonera  were  thtown  lo- 
gether  without  classification ;  and  parti« 
cularly  where  those  sentenced  fat 
transportation  were  kept  for  a  consider* 
able  time,  corrupted  themselves,  and 
having  nothing  else  to  do,  than  to  corrupt 
others.  Besides,  on  a  gaol  delivery,  the 
law,  which  ordered  persons  so  released 
to  be  sent  to  their  homes  and  there  to  be 
provided  for,  was  allowed  to  remain  in« 
operative. 

Mr,  Fimell  BusUm  thanked  the  noble 
lord  for  the  gracious  manner  in  which  he 
had  been  pleased  to  view  his  exertions 
and  opinions  in  favour  of  a  reformation  in 
the  system  of  our  prisons.  There  was^ 
however,  a  little  misrepresentation  in  the 
statement  of  the  noble  lordv  which  it  was 
most  material  to  have  corrected.  The 
noble  lord  had  attributed  to  him,,  that  he 
considered  the  source  of  crimes  to  sprmg 
exclusively  from  the  state  of  our  prisons. 
He  had  never  thought  so— he  had  never 
said  so.  All  that  he  had  seen— all  that 
he  had  hesrd,  would  never  have  allowed 
him  to  make  a  statement  so  absurd,  or  to 
arrive  at  n  conclusion  which  must  be  ao* 
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knowiedged  to  be  false*  What  he  main- 
tained was  this,  that  one  cause  of  the 
increase  of  crime,  and  a  very  great  one, 
.was  the  detestable,  the  abominable,  state 
ofourgaola  at  this  moment.  Tbis  opi- 
nion he  meant  not  to  retract.  All  he  had 
seen,  and  all  he  had  heard  from  others, 
convinced  him  of  its  propriety.  He  con- 
sidered our  prisons  as  schools  and  semi* 
nariea  of  the  worst  vices.  It  was  moat 
melancholy  to  watch  the  progress  of  a 
youth  immured  in  one  of  those  seenes  of 
wretchedness  and  depravity,  ^or  perhaps 
some  light  offence.  He  was  addicted,  pro- 
bably, to  idleness.  How  was  that  ^ured^ 
By  continuing  him  in  the  grossest  idleness! 
He  might  have  a  propensity  to  bad  com-, 
pany.  How  was  that  remedied  <?  JBiy 
sending  him  amonest  the  worst  of  the 
human  species.  He  might  have  com- 
mitted some  trifling  act  of  thefts  And 
how  wese  his  evil  habits  to  be  corrected^ 
By  placing  .him  amongst  those' who  would 
teach  him  .to  thieve  with  greater  .security 
and  profit.  It  was  melancholy  to  see 
how  soon  he  caught  the  manner,  the  tone, 
the  language,  the  etprit  de  corps  of  thofe 
who  surrounded  him.  He  longed  at  last 
to  rival  those  whose  villainy  was  of  the 
deepest  die.  He  became  anxious  to  be 
redconed  amongst  those  wlip  were  the 
most  bold  and  intrepid  violators  of  the 
law.  The  idea  of  labour  was  soon  hate- 
ful to  him.  He  became  a  villain,  and, 
what  was  infinitely  worse,  he  was  made  so 
by  the  public  institutions  of  his  country 
[Hear,  hear!].  He  felt  a  conviction, 
that  the  result  of  a  full  and  minute  inquiry 
would  be,  to  throw  all  the  statements 
which  he  had  ever  made  on  this  subject 
into  the  back  ground. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  agreed 
to ;  and  a  committee  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  the  following  mem- 
bers :  lord  Castlereagh,  sir  James  Mack- 
intosh, Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Fowell  Buxton, 
Mr.  Bsthurst,  Mr.  Bennet,  sir  W.  Scott, 
Mr.  Broupham,  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley, 
lord  Binning,  sir  Arthur  Piggott,  Mr. 
Henry  Clive,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr.  Vesey 
Fitz-6erald,  sir  John  Newport,  sir  W. 
Curtis,  Mr.  Estcourt,  Mr.  Holford,  Mr. 
Wilmot.  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley,  and  Mr. 
Attorney  General.  The  report  respect- 
ing  sentences  of  transportation,  presented 
10  July  1812 ;  the  report  on  prisons  pre- 
sented 1st  May  1815;  the  reports  on  po* 
lice  of  the  metropolis,  presented  1st  July 
1816,  2nd  May,  8th  Julv  1817, 5th  Jcne 
1818 ;  the  statement  of  number  of  per- 


sons capitally  convicted,  presented  2Srd 
February ;  and  the  annual  returos  of  com-' 
mitments,  presented  25th  February  and 
1st  March,  were  ordered  to  be  rorerred 
to  the  said  committee. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday  t  March  2. 

•VoTB  OF  Thanks  TO  thb  MA&anis  ot 
Ha&tings-**WarinJkiua.]  The  Earl* 
ofLmrpool  rose,  pursuant  io  ihe  order 
ofthe  day,.to  move  the  thanks  of  the  House 
to  the  marquis. of  .Hastings,  goveoior-g^*^ 
neral  of  Jnaia,  and  the  officers  and  troops 
under  his  command,  for  their  conduct 
during  the  Jate  war  in  India.    The  papers 
on  the  table  had  informed  their  lordships 
of  the  origin,  pro^ressy.and  termination  of 
the  hostile  operations,  and  it  would  not 
be  necessary  for  him  .to  .enter  into  the 
great  variety  of  details  which  those  docu* 
ments  embraced.     He  did  not,  however, 
think  himself  warranted- to. call  for  a  vote 
of  thanks,  .without  stating  .what  had  been 
the  general  nature  of   the   transactiona 
which  iiad  occurred,  and  the  result  of  the 
military    operations.      Their    lordships 
would  see  from  the  correspondence,  that 
the  late  hostilities  in  India  originated  in 
necessary  measures  of  self-defence,  adopt- 
ed  by  the  government  of  In4ia  against  the 
Aggressions  of  the  Pindarries,  a  body  con* 
sisting  of  about  80,000  men,  subject  to  no 
regular  discipline,  and  having,  in  fact,  no 
national  existence.   These  troops  invaded 
the  .territories  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  British  possessions,  solely  for  the  pur-, 
poses  of. devastation  and  plunder,  and  had 
continued  these  depredations  for  several 
preceding  years ;  so  that,  instead  of  being 
hasty  in  repelling  them,  it  would  have 
been  justifiable  to  have  taken  measurea 
against  them  at  a  much  earlier  period. 
But  the   peace  policy  adopted  by  thia 
country,  end  a  strong  sentiment  that  if 
hostilities  once  broke  out  in  any  part  of 
India,  it  would  be  impossible  to  prevent 
them  from  being  carried  to  a  great  extent, 
induced  the  govemor-generalto  avoid  aa 
long  as  possible  any  thing  like  hostile 
measures.      At  last,  in  1816,  the  Pindar- 
ries invaded  the  British  territory  in  the 
Eresiden^  of  Madras,  burned  some  vil- 
iges,  and  laid  waste  the  country.  It  was 
now  absolutely  necessary  to  resort  to  aea«J 
sures  of  aelf-defeDce.      The  marquis  of 
Hastings,  however,  received  information 
that  the  measures  necessary  to  repel  the: 
Pindarries  might  lead  to  war  with- certain 
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powen  connected  with  them,  and  in  par- 
ticular with  Scindiah  and  Holkar.  The 
govemor-eeneral,  particalarly  desiroas 
that  hofltmtiea  should  not  be  extended 
beyond  the  limit  which  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, proceeded  to  negotiate  for  trea- 
ties with  these  powers.  Having  intercepted 
some  important  information  relatiTe  to 
the  connexion  between  Scindiah  and  the 
Pindarries,  he  intimated  to  that  chieftain 
that  he  knew  his  desicns,  and  he  even 
sent  the  letters  he  had  mtercepted  to  him 
unopened.  He  informed  Scindiah  that  he 
did  not  wish  to  know  the  contents  of  these 
letters,  and  thai  he  was  willing  to  forget 
all  that  passed.  In  returui  he  only  asked 
him  to  eater  into  a  treaty  by  which  the 
British  goTemment  should  be  relieved 
from  the  stieulation  by  whichi  in  a  former 
treaty  with  him,  it  had  been  agreed  not 
to  contract  separate  engagements  with 
the  Rajahpoots.  He  sieoed  a  treaty  of 
alliance  containing  a  stipulstion  to  this  ef- 
fect in  November,  1817.  The  noble  mar« 
quis  adopted  the  same  policy  with  respect 
to  Ameer  Khaun.  He  brought  that  chief- 
tain to  agree  to  the  disbanding  of  bis 
troopst  and  to  give  all  the  assistance  in 
his  power  towards  the  chastizing  of  the 
Phidarries.  Such  was  the  state  of  Uiings, 
as  known  to  their  lordships,  in  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  when  the  accounts 
of  the  commencement  of  hostilities  were 
received.  Whatever  suspicions  were  en- 
tertained of  Holkar,  it  was  not  then  ascer- 
tained that  a  conspiracy  against  the  Bri- 
tish government  had  been  formed  by  all 
the  Mahratta  powers.  A  treaty  had  ac- 
tually been  signed  between  the  Peishwa 
and  the  government  of  India.  It  soon 
appeared  that  a  very  deep-laid  conspiracy 
existed  for  striking  a  blow  which  should 
at  once  overthrow  the  British  power  in 
that  ijuarter.  This  conspiracy  first  showed 
itself  at  Poonah,  bv  the  murder  of  the 
resident  of  the  British  government  at  that 
frface,  and  insurrections  in  difierent  quar- 
ters. While  these  transactions  were 
taking  place,  the  Peishwa  was  not  aware 
that  Holkar  and  Sdndiah  had  been  de- 
tached. It  was  on  the  5th  of  November, 
the  very  day  on  which  the  treaty  had  been 
Bigoed  with  the  latter^  that  the  insurrec- 
tion  at  Poonah  took  place.  In  referring 
to  the  military  operations,  their  lordships 
would  find,  that  the  most  important  action 
which  had  taken  place  between  the  troops 
of  Holkar  and  sir  Thomas  Hislop  was  on 
the  21st  of  December.  An  attack  was 
RMdeby  the  rajah  of  Nagpore;  but  the 
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enemy,  notwithstanding  his  very  superior 
force,  was  repulsed  with  great  gallantry 
by  the  British  troops.  Both  Poonah  and 
Nagpore  were  soon  taken  possession  of  by 
the  British  troops.  It  beosme  necessary* 
in  order  to  the  successful  resistance  of  the 
Incursion  of  the  Pindarries,  to  take  pos- 
session of  a  great  part  of  the  dominions  of 
Holkar ;  ana  a  treaty  was  concluded  with 
him  by  which  he  ceded  two-thirds  of  his 
territory.      The  Peishwa  being  actively 

tursued,  finally  surrendered  himself,  and 
ecame  a  prisoner  of  the  British  govern- 
ment. With  respect  to  the  rajali  of  Nag- 
pore, notwithstanding'  the  indulgencies 
whidi  had  been  shown  him,  he  bad  In- 
trigued with  the  Peishwa;  and  for  die 
complete  security  of  the  British  posses- 
sions, it  became  necessary  to  depose  that 
chiefiain,  and  raise  another  to  the  throne. 
Thus  the  confederacy  which  had  been 
formed  against  the  British  power  was 
completely  destroyed.— Having  said  thus 
much,  he  could  have  no  doubt  of  thecon« 
currence  of  their  lordships  in  the  votes  of 
thanks  he  intended  to  move.  He  had 
shown  that  the  war  had  been  one  of  self- 
defence,  and  it  was  not  necessary  for  him 
to  endeavour  to  do  this  by  remote  Infer* 
ence  or  argument.  The  fact  appeared 
directly  from  the  papers  on  the  table. 
The  war  had  been  undertaken  on  no 
srounds  of  doubtful  policy.  It  had  not 
ror  Its  object  the  extension  of  the  British 
power  in  India ;  and  of  course,  on  that 
question,  whatever  diffisrence  of  opinion 
might  prevail,  their  lordships  had  not  to 
decide.  With  regard  to  the  military  ope- 
rations, he  was  confident  of  their  lordshipa 
approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  been  conducted.  They  were  not 
hastily  undertaken,  but  were  the  result  of 
a  well-dij^ted  plan,  and  the  troops  had 
acted  simultaneously  on  every  point. 
Their  lordships  had  been  so  accustomed 
to  BDilitary  glory  when  the  vital  interests 
of  the  country  were  at  stake,  and  on  fields 
where  the  troops  were  more  immediately 
under  their  eye,  that  deeds  of  arms  so  re* 
mote  could  not  be  expected  so  powerfully 
to  engage  their  attention ;  but  upon  exa- 
mination, they  would  find  that  no  general 
or  troops  had  ever  more  meritoriously  dis*  * 
tinguished  themselves.  Their  lordships 
knew  that  the  army  In  India  was  composed 
of  diflerent  descriptions  of  troops.  There 
were  the  company's  troops,  whoae  gal- 
lantry was  well  known  to  his  noble  firiend 
behind  him  (the  duke  of  Wellington), 
and  the  native,  who  had  been  brought  to 
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•  high  dflgree  of  efficieacy.  It  miwt  9f^ 
lord  great  MtiifacCioa  to  tiieir  lordsbipfl^ 
lalearo  that  the  troops  of  this  ladian 


amyi  disctirfined  by  our  officers*  were 
brought  to  Boeh  a  sCitte  as  to  be  aJile  to 
fight  by  the  side  of  ihe  British  amy, 
which  now  oonmiaDded  the  admiratioD  of 
Europe  for  skill  and  discipline,  as  it  always 
had  done  for  courage.  The  noble  earl 
43ssieh]ded  by  rooviogy  <'  That  the  thanks 
of  the  House  be  ^veq  to  the  mar^^ois  of 
HastingSi  for  the  victories  obtained  by  him 
in  India,  and  for  the  arrangements  which 
led  10  the  conchision  of  hostilities,  &c/' 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdmmc  felt  great 
aatis&ctioa  in  being  prepared  to  ^e 
hm  full  approbatioo  to  the  aM^tioap 
with  one  qoatification,  which  he  should 
by«and-by  state,  and  which  was  founded 
i»  no  objection  to  the  general  grounds 
upoa  which  Che  noble  secretary  of  state 
liad  caUad  upon  their  lordships  to  concar 
ia  this  vote.  It  was  particularly  gratify^ 
lag  to  hiai»  that  in  giving  his  support  to 
the  laotioa*  he  was  not  culed  upon  to  ea* 

Cs  any  opinion  on  that  system  whidi 
led  to  the  increase  of  the  British  ter^ 
rilierial  power  in  India.  The  principles 
oa  which  that  extension  of  power  bad 
bae»  objected  to  and  defended,  had  been 
of  f  reat  importance  in  the  peat,  and.  would 
be  IB  the  future  history  of  this  county. 
He  was  glad  that  any  q.ues(ioa  iavoMng 
Iheaa  pt inciplea  was  avoided ;  for  were  he 
eaUed  upon  to  decide  on  such  a  question* 
Ha  should  be  desteous  of  more  time  and 
delibetstioo  than  could  be  devoted  Io  the 
consideration  of  this  motion.  Whatever 
miffht  be  the  chaiacter  of  the  policy  which 
baa  been  adopted  with  respect  to  India, 
iho  goeetnor-genenil  had  on  this  occasion 
been  placed  in  a  situation  whidi  rendiered 
hostihties  on  his  part  unavoidable.  The 
Pindarries  so  far  difinred  from  the  odier 
powera  io  India,  that  they  were  essentUly 
predatosy ;  aod  h  was  evident,  that  while 
they  were  allowed  to  continue  in  force, 
there  could  be  no  safety  for  the  British 
pessessiooai  Their  lordships  and  the 
eeuntrv  would  therefore,  doubtless,  join 
with  we  noble  eari  in  applauding  the 
measures  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
govemoff-general*  who  had  displayed  the 
most  consummate  ability,  on  a  field  of 
operations  more  «uensive  than  it  had 
over  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  one  coaunatt- 
dor  to  direct;  and  who,  in  tenuDating 
the  war,  had  placed  the  British  powas  in 
India,  on  a  more  secure  foundation  than 
thai  on   which   it   heretofore  reposed. 


Having  said  thus  much,  a  task  of  a  fat 
less  pleasant  natore  now  devolved  upon 
hkn.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  observe^  that 
there  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  papers 
before  their  lordships,  a  transaction  which 
could  not  be  passed  over  in  mlence— a 
transaction  which  must  be  made  the  sob« 
ject  of  some  expression  of  censure,  if 
thanks  were  to  be  generally  voted  to  the 
wMe  asmy  of  India.  The  transection  to 
which  he  Eluded  was  the  execution  of  the 
KiUedar  of  the  fort  of  Tabiier.  It  ap«^ 
peared  that  after  a  vigorous  resistance* 
made  by  the  fort,  this  commander  had 
come  out  and  surrendered.  The  garrison 
left  in  the  fort»  however,  resisted.  The 
fort  was  thea  attacked,  by  the  British 
arm;^,  and  token  ;  and  the  whole  of  the 
garrison  was  put  to  the  sword.  Howeves 
much  he  might  regret  such  a  proceedingt 
he  did  not  make  it  the  subject  of  com« 
pkint.  Perhaps  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  it  was  unavoidable ;  but  whai 
must  be  their  lordships'  opinion  of  the 
transaction  that  followed.  The  Killedar^ 
who  had  remained  hi  the  posocssioo  of 
the  British  commander,  was  deliberately 
pat  to  death.  It  was  impossible  to  leave 
this  horrible  circumstance  out  of  view  in 
any  vote  of  thanks  which  their  lordships 
should  give.  The  dispatch  of  sir  Thomaa 
Hislqi  states,  that  wnether  the  Killedav 
was  accessory  to  the  treachery  of  the  gar« 
risen  or  not,  be  waa  justly  punished  with 
death  on  account  of  bis  rebellion  in  the 
first  instance.  There  was  no  ground  foe 
eoncludiag  that  this  unfortunate  comman* 
dor  had  an  v  concert  with  the  garrison  in 
their  treachery;  but  according  to  every 
rule  of  European  war,  some  proof  of  thafc 
concert  oujg;bt  to  have  been  exhibited,  be* 
fore  the  right  of  punishing  him  was  as- 
sumed. As  to  the  assertion,  that  he  waa 
guilty  of  rebellion  in  holding  out  after  hie 
master  had  submitied  and  concluded  # 
tseatv  of  peace,  that  was  an  ofllence  ovet 
which  a  British  authority  could  have  no 
legal  cogniaance.  He  waa  accountable 
for  his  rebellion  to  Holkar  only.  But 
how  was  he  to  know  that  he  was  in  rebdl-> 
lion  i  How  was  he  apprised  of  the  coii« 
elusion  of  the  treaty/  He  had  no  in-> 
formation  of  it  but  through  the  report  of 
the  British  army.  Would  their  lordshipa 
say  that,  upon  infortaatioa  received  from 
an  enemy,  the  commander  of  a  fortresa 
was  bound  to  surrender  or  even  to  dis* 
oontiiuie  hostilities^  aod  that  he  was  liable 
to  the  punishment  of  death  if  he  refused  ? 
If».  indcedi  he  had  been  a  party  to  tbsi 
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treacheiy  of  the  garrtMii«  be  mi(|lii  beve 
been,  for  Ibac  act,  liable  to  pitniabment> 
after  an  inquiry,  before  a  regular  ntlitarj 
tribuaal ;  but  with  tbe  other  charge  of 
rebellion  the  British  ooianflnder  could 
bavenotiuDg  to  do.  If*  therefore,  their 
lordshipe  were  to  be  called  upon  to  vote 
unqoalified  thanks  to  sir  Thomas  Hislop» 
that  Tote  must  doubtless  be  witbhdd.  It 
wouM  be  proper  for  their  lordships  to  let 
it  be  onderstoody  that  as  some  doobt  pre« 
▼ailed  respecting  that  part  of  his  conduct, 
the  Tote  of  thanks  was  on  thai  ground 
suspended.  He  could  not  believe  that 
their  lordships  would  sanction  any  rules 
of  warfare  in  Indiai  difoiog  from  those 
which  preraOed  in  Europe.  The  noble 
earl  bad  suppewsd  that  the  great  glories 
which  had  been  gathered  on  a  nearer 
scene,  might  make  the  House  less  sensible 
of  those  which  had  occurred  at  a  distance  i 
but  their  lordships  would  reoollect,  that 
it  was  their  duty;  to  convey  to  the  re- 
■sotest  quarters  of  the  globe,  ofer  which 
their  power  extended,  those  principles  of 
justice  and  humanity  whidi  governed 
ibem  in  Europe.  A  great  part  of  tbe 
globe  was  destined  to  experienoe  the  ef- 
Mcts  of  the  principles  which  their  lord- 
ships might  i^ply  to  its  goremment.  It 
was  their  duty  to  promote  the  civilixatioa 
and  prosperity  of  the  millions  over  whom 
their  influence  extended.  To  Ae  British 
legislature  the  inhabitants  of  those  rerooCe 
vegions  had  to  look  for  those  principles 
and  that  conduct  whioh  softened  tnerigours 
of  war,  and  improved  the  advantages  of 
peace,  and  which  could  alone  render  them 
civilized  and  happy.  On  diese  grounds 
he  would  move  as  an  amendoNDt,  **  That 
this  House,  in  voting  thanks  to  the  army 
in  India,  does  not  express  any  opinion  on 
the  execution  of  the  killedar  or  the  fort 
of  Taloler,  but  considers  the  particulars 
given  thereon  In  the  dispatches,  not  sa- 
tisfaetofy,  and  requires  the  fullest  inform- 
ation on  that  subject.'' 

Lord  HoUand  said,  he  would  give  his 
aaost  cordial  vote  to  the  first  resoration— 
a  lesolution  in  which  he  was  not  only 
prompted  by  inclination,  but  called  upon 
m  duty  to  concur.  There  never  was  a 
voteof  parliamentary  thanks  to  which  he 
gave  his  assent,  in  which  he  felt  that  duty 
more  imperative  or  that  pleasure  more 
rfocere.  He  had  his  notions  on  the  law- 
IViiness  oS  our  title  to  our  Indian  empire, 
and  on  the  prindples  on  which  its  admi- 
nistration was  conducted,  which,  whether 
sight  or  wroogi  ho  was  not  now  osUed 


upon  to  express.  Thb  reserve,  however^ 
he  begged  to  apply,  not  to  the  policy 
pursued  by  the  marquis  of  Hastings,  in 
his  conduct  of  the  late  war,  but  to  princi'^ 
pies  on  which  tbe  administration  of  our 
eastern  dominions  was  conducted.  To 
the  marquis  of  Hsstings  he  gave  his  thanka 
and  his  admhration,  for  the  able  manner  In 
whioh  he  conducted  the  war,  and  the  lustre 
which  he  had  shed  on  the  British  arms. 
On  his  military  exploits,  however,  he 
would  not  descant;  they  were  oobjects 
with  which  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  ae« 
quainted;  and  iu  the  presence  of  the 
naUe  duke  (Wellington),  if  he  were 
coxcomb  enough  to  thinx  of  discussiog 
them,  he  shoum  cover  himself  with  the 
same  ridicule  as  the  prater  who  talked  of 
the  art  of  war  before  Hannibal.  If,  how- 
ever, he  were  lAowed  to  give  any  ophiion 
on  obvious  facts,  he  would  say,  Mt  there 
never  was  a  war  brought  to  a  more  satis- 
fiwtory  and  brilliant  termmation,  hi  which 
there  was  a  mora  perfect  condiinotioo  in 
die  means,  asore  foresight  in  providmg 
against  contingencies,  more  wisdom  in  ar- 
ranging thoplan  of  opCTatiens,  moreproanN 
titode  and  decision  in  action,  thaa  the 
noble  marquis  had  shown.  He  had  a 
high  gratification  in  payiait  this  tribate 
to  the  govemor^general  of  India,  because 
he  remembered  that  he  was  the  aarae 
marquis  of  Hastings  whom  he  had  often 
heard  with  satisfaction  in  that  plaee«-who 
was  an  ornament  to  the  Honse  bf  Ms  eio- 
qnenoe  and  bis  vutues— whose  voice  waa 
always  raised  m  defence  of  ionecence  and 
weakness,  affamst  oppression,  and  in 
maintatning  me  rights  of  the  people^  as 
well  as  those  of  the  Crown.  To  these 
causes  of  satisfaetion  at  the  pieaent  vote 
he  could  add  another.  There  were  very 
fbw  members  of  the  House  who  were  ho- 
noured with  the  noble  marquis's  acquain- 
tancB  who  had  not  received  from  bin 
marks  of  personal  kindnem  and  courtesy, 
which  endeared  him  to  them  in  private 
life ;  and  though  such  qualities  conid  form 
no  ground  for  ^e  thanks  of  parliament, 
they  added  pleasure  to  duty,  in  a  vote 
like  the  present.  He  had  thus  expressed 
his  opinion  on  the  first  part  itlt  the  motion, 
and  given  it  his  cordial  approbation  befbre 
the  House :  on  the  other  part  of  it,  that 
which  related  to  the  conduct  of  sir  Thomas 
Hislop,  he  entirely  coocuived  in  the  views 
and  observations  of  bis  noble  relative. 


The  subject  was  of  the  greatest  delicacy, 
and  he  \t\t  it  as  such.  He  was  unwilling 
that  the  gaUant  general  should  be  pre- 
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judgedt  which  he  would  be  if  the  TOte  of 
thanks  were  refused;  and  he  was  still 
more  averse  to  pass  a  general  vote  on  his 
conduct,  which  might  bu  construed  into  an 
approval  of  an  act  which,  without  further 
explanation,  he  most  decidedly  condemn. 
That  act,  he  trusted,  would  admit  of  ex* 
planation ;  but  of  all  the  courses  which 
we  could  pursue,  that  would  be  the  most 
dangerous  to  our  empire  in  India,  and 
the  most  injurious  to  our  character  among 
the  nations  of  Europe,  which  would  seem 
to  approve  of  it  as  it  appeared  in  our  pre- 
sent state  4}£  information. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  first 
resolution,  and  agreed  to  nem,  con* 

The  Earl  o£  Lwerpool^m  proposing  the 
vote  of  thanks  to  general  Hislop,  begged 
to  say  a  few  words  on  the  amendment  sug- 
gested by  the  noble  marquis.  If  that 
amendment  could  be  construed  into  any 
thing  like  a  qualification  of  thanks  to  the 
gallant  general,  for  his  exertions  in  the 
war,  he  would  give  it  his  decided  nega- 
tive. Taking  the  case  as  it  stood,  the  act 
might  admit  of  some  explanation.  In 
the  first  placet  there  was  an  act  of  trea- 
chery committed,  by  which  there  had 
taken  place  a  great  sacrifice  of  lives.  If 
tlie  killedar  was  a  party  to  it,  he  deserved 
the  punishment  which  he  had  received; 
but  It  did  not  appear  in  the  dispatch  that 
he  was  a  party  to  it.  The  government 
was  so  impressed  with  this  idea,  tliat  they 
had  sent  out  instructions  to  institute 
farther  inquiry  into  the  fact.  In  the 
second  place,  the  conduct  of  general 
Bislop  was  approved  of  bv  the  marquis 
of  Hastings.  The  noble  lords  opposite 
had  said  they  would  agree  to  a  vote 
of  qualified  approbation;  and  this  was 
probably  all  that  could  be  expected  with- 
out further  information ;  but  government 
felt  great  difficulty  in  determining  how 
fiir  such  a  thing  could  be  done.  These 
votes  were  sent  out  to  the  governor- 
general  of  India,  who  transmitted  copies 
of  them  to  the  different  commanders  of 
regiments  or  detachments,  who  read  them 
to  the  troops;  and  to  qualify  the  thanks 
would  thus  expose  the  gallant  general  to 
the  suspidon  of  the  whole  army.  The 
noble  lord  had  spoken  in  high  terms  of 
the  great  and  good  qualities  of  the  go- 
vernor-general and  commaoder*in-chie^  to 
every  word  of  which  he  would  subscribe. 
If  there  ever  was  a  man  of  even  what 
he  might  call  seiuitive  humanity,  it  was 
the  marquis  of  Hastipgs ;  and  yet  he  gave 
unqualified  approbation  to  the  conduct  of 


general  Hislop,  thus  leading  us  to  believe 
that  the  act  complained  of  might  admit  of 
explanation.  If,  however,  the  n&le  marquis 
persisted  in  his  amendment  after  this  state- 
ment, he  should  not  object  to  its  adoption. 

The  Duke  of  fVeUingten  professed  his 
entire  concurrence  in  the  tribute  of  ap- 
probation bestowed  upon  the  marquis  of 
Hastings,  for  his  conduct  of  the  late  war 
in    India.    There   could   not  remain  a 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  acquainted 
with  the  facts,  but  that  the  wisdom  of  the 
plan  on  which  it  was  commenced,  and  the 
vigour   of  its    execution,  merited    the 
highest  praise.    The  noble  duke  said  he 
was  pleased,  that  an  opportunity  like  the 
present  had  occurred  to  do  justice  to  the 
services  and  gallantry  of  our  troops  in 
India,  which  were  oflen  neglected  or  dis* 
allowed.    No  troops  in   the  world  per- 
formed their  duty  better,  or  observed  a 
more  steady  discipline.  They  had  evinced 
their  good  qualities  in  all  their  late  trans- 
actions, whether  acting  in  great  masses  or 
small  detachments^    in  all  situations  they 
had  nobly  performed  their  duty.    With 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  sir   Thomas 
Hislop  in  executing  the  killedar  of  Tal- 
nier,  he  could  not  take  the  same  view  as 
the  noble  lords  opposite.    That  gallant 
officer  had  acquired  a  high  character  for 
his  services,  both  in  India  and  other  parts 
of  the  world ;  and  in  the  late  war  which 
was  now  under  their  lordships'  considera- 
tion, he  had  performed  the  chief  part  in 
the    engagement    which    decided    the 
ultimate    success    of    our    arms.     His 
conduct  therefore,  deserved  to  be  viewed 
with  a  partial  eye,  and  the  act  for  whidi 
he  was   blamed  seemed  mima  fade  to 
admit  of  justification.    1  he  gaflant  ge- 
neral had  made  a  full  report  to '  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  received  his  unqua* 
liGed  approbation;    which  he  was  not 
likely  to  have  done,  had  the  act  com- 
plained of  been  so  reprehensible  as,  with- 
out explanation,  it  had  been  described.. 
He   therefore   came   before  the  House 
with    a    probable   evidence    of    inno- 
cence  in   his  favour.    The  noble  duke 
said,  that  by  acknowledging  the  merits  of 
sir  T.  Hislop  generally  in  the  war,  there 
was  no  approval  implied  of  the  act  in 
question,  on  which  tne  government  had 
ordered  inquiries  to  be  made. 

Tiie  Marquis  of  L&tiidaume  saidt  that 
to  meet  the  view  of  tlie  naUe  duke,  he 
was  willing  to  omit  that  part  of  his 
amendment  which  implied  an  instruction 
to  the  commander-iu-chief  to  makefurthet 
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inqairieft,  and  wstild  Hmit  it  to  the  clause 
staling,  that  in  their  present  state  of  in- 
formation the  House  meant  by  their  vote 
of  thanks  to  express  no  opinion  on  the 
conduct  of  general  Hislop,  regarding  the 
execution  of  the  killedar  of  Talnier. 

The  Duke  of  IVeUington  said,  that  his 
object  in  opposing  the  amendment  was, 
to  destroy  the  necessity  which  the  latter 
part  of  it  would  impose  on  the  comman* 
der  to  bring  sir  T.  Rittlop  to  trial.  He 
did  not  object  to  any  demand  for  farther 
information,  nor  did  lie  wish  to  pledee  the 
House  to  an  approval  of  the  act  referred 
to  without  such  additional  information. 

After  a  short  conversation,  the  amend* 
ment  was  withdrawn  for  the  purpose  of 
omitting  the  latter  part  of  it,  and  was 
then  agreed  to.  The  different  resolu- 
tions were  then  read,  and  unanimously 
agreed  to. 


HO.USE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuadaj^f  March  2. 

Coal  Duties.]    Mr.  E.  J.  LiiUettm 
presented  a  petition  from  the  merchants 
and  manufacturers  of  the  town  of  Wolver- 
hamptooi  against  the  Eooalization  of  the 
Duty  on  Coals.     The  district  to  which 
this  town  belonged,  contained  a  popula- 
tion of  150,000   inhabitants,    who  were 
chiefly  engaged  in   the  manufacture   of 
hardware   or  a  coarse   description,    the 
price  of  which  depended  in  a  very  mate- 
rial degree  on  the  price  of  coals.    A  tax 
of  l«.  a  ton  on  coals  would  add  13«.  6<^. 
to  the  price  of  a  ton  of  iron  in  Stafford- 
shire.   An  hon.  member  had  said,  that  a 
tax  of  U.  per  ton  on  coals  levied  at  the 
pit's  moutli  all  over  the  island,   would 
produce  a  sum  equal  to  the  whole  amount 
of  duty  at  present  raised ;  whereas  it  would 
require  a  duty  ofat  least  2f.  6</.  or  Sf.  per 
ton  at  the  pit  s  mouth,  in  order  to  raiae  a 
duty  equal  to  the  present  amount.    But 
the  result  would  be  most  prejudicial  to 
the  iron  manufacturer!.     He  wished  to 
notice  a  statement  made  some  nights  ago 
by  the  hon.  member  for  Bristol,  respect- 
lag  the  present  flourishing  state  of  the  iron 
manufactures.    So  far  was  this  from  being 
true,   that  these  manufacturers  were  at 
present  in  a  state  of  extreme  distress.    It 
was»   indeed,   true  that  the  smelters  of 
iron  were  at  present  in  a  state  of  consi- 
dembla  prosperity ;  but  the  manufacturers 
of  smaJkr  articles  were  considerably  dis- 
tressed.    Tha  manufacturers  of  nails  in 
partioular,  after  workmg  15  or  14^  hours 
(  VOL.  XXXIX. ) 


every  day  were  not  able  to  earn  more  than 
9s,  per  week. 

\(r.  Morgan  expressed  his  hostility  to 
the  equalization  of  the  tax  on  coals. 
Those  on  whom  the  impost  would  fall,  if 
an  alteration  took  place,  were,  at  pre- 
sent, scarcely  able  to  earn  their  sub* 
siiitence,  and  it  would  be  unfair  to  dc* 
prive  them  of  any  advantage  which  their 
local  situation  afforded. 

Mr.  Proiheroe  said,  the  hon.  member 
for  Staffordshire  accused  him  of  having 
fallen  into  a  mistake,  when  he  observed, 
that  his  constituents  were^'n  a  prosperous 
situation.  It  appeared,  from  what  the 
hon.  member  had  said,  that  great  distress 
prevailed  amongst  some  of  them.  He 
would  tell  the  hon.  membef,  that  a  great 
deal  of  that  distress  arose  from  the  high 
price  of  coals,  which  was  occasioned  by 
the  great  quantity  of  that  article  exported 
from  Staffordshire,  owing  to  the  coasting 
duty.  In  the  manufacture  of  earthenwitre, 
and  in  other  branches  of  trade,  great  in- 
jury was  experienced  from  the  existing 
system. 

Sir  Isaac  Coffin  said,  that  the  proposi- 
tion for  equalizing,  as  it  was  called,  the 
duty  on  coals,  would  be  virtually  to  wage 
war  against  poverty  and  penury.  If  the 
tax  were  taken  off  in  London,  it  would  be 
laid  on  at  the  pit's  moutli  and  would  thus 
press  heavily  on  the  poor.  As  to  the  iron- 
masters, they  would,  no  doubt,  take  good 
care  of  themselves.  The  hon.  gentleman 
who  supported  the  equalization,  would 
not  be  backward  in  placing  an  additional 
2s,  per  ton  on  his  iron,  in  order  to  meet 
the  increased  expense. 

Sir  B,  Wilson  said,  that  this  question 
ought  not  to  be  decided  by  feelings  of 
prejudice,  but  by  a  just  view  of  the  ne- 
cessitv  of  the  case.  If  the  duty  now 
levied  were  generally  beneficial  to  the 
country,  why  ought  it  not  to  be  borne  by 
the  country  at  large?  Could  the  hon. 
member  for  Staffordshire  justify  the  im- 
posing a  partial  tax,  on  a  particular  part 
of  the  community,  the  produce  of  which 
was  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  country 
generally  ? 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  it  had  beeif 
reported,  that  a  tax  was  about  to  be  laid 
on  coals  at  the  mouth  of  the  pit.  He 
could  not  suppose  that  there  was  any  such 
intention  on  tne  part  of  the  government, 
and  he  could  say  for  himself  that  he 
never  would  support  such  a  measure. 

Mr.  lAHleton  wished  to  know,  if  gen- 
tlemen did  not  intend  to  impose  the  duty 
(3D) 
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on  coaU  at  the  pit's  mouth»  what  wafr  tbe 
meaning  of  the  term  equalization,  which 
was  to  be  found   in    all  the   petitions. 
Whether  they  meant  to  impose  a  duty  on 
coals  at  the  pit*8  mouth  or  not,  he  be- 
lieved they  would  not  be  able  to  alter  the 
present  system.    This  he  was  convinced 
of,  whether  he  looked  to  the  spirit  which 
was  every  where  rising  against  the  altera- 
tion,   or  to  the  impracticability  of  the 
thing  itself.  '  So  far  back  as  1785,  Mr. 
Pitt  had  made  a  similar  plan  of  equaliza- 
tion, part  of  his  budget ;   but,  in  a  few 
days,  he  was  obliged  to  give  it  up ;  for 
he  found,  that,  if  the  manufacturers  were 
exempted  from  the  tax,  as  in  justice  they 
ought  to  be,  the  modifications  would  be 
BO  numerous  as  to  create  great  confusion 
and  inconvenience.     The  hon.  member 
for  Southwark  inquired,  whether  he  would 
recommend  a  partial  tax?    That  was  a 
question  which  it  was  not  necessary  for 
nim  to  answer.    Of  this  he  was  sure,  that 
an  alteration  of  the  nature  intended  could 
not  be  made  in  the  existing  laws,  without 
producing  a  most  injurious  revulsion  in 
trade.     He  begged  ^so  to  remind  the 
hon.  .member  for  Southwark,  that  though 
his  constituents  paid  a  considerable  duty 
on  coals,  they  derived  many  advantages 
from  their  situation  which  individuals  in 
the  country  parts  of  the  kingdom  did  not 
possess.     Almost  all  the  workers  of  coals 
in  that  part  of  the  country  which  he  re- 
presented were  lessees,  and  they  bad  re- 
cently   experienced  considerable    hard- 
ahips.     Two  honest  and  upright  indivi- 
duals had  been  obliged  to  throw  up  their 
leases,  and  the  landlords  were  compelled 
to  keep  on  working  the  mines  at  a  great 
expense.      The  poor-rates  also  were  so 
extravagantly  high  in  that   part  of  the 
country,   that  the  utmost  difficulty  was 
found  in  their  collection.      Had   it  not 
been  for  a  noble  peer,  whose  name^  from 
motives  of  delicacy,  he  would  not  mention 
(lord   Dudley  and   Ward),  the  state  of 
the  poor  would  have  been  deplorable  in- 
deeu.     That  humane  individual  had  sa- 
crificed a  great  portion  of  his  income,  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  the  poor  em- 
pld3red ;  and  the  population  thus  assisted 
exhibited  an  instance  of  order  and  loyalty 
(industry  they  could  not  exhibit,  N>r  it 
was  not  within  their  reach),  which  was 
scarcely  to  be  witnessed  in  any  other  part 
of  England. 

Sir  R.  JVilson  conceived  it  to  be  a  great 
hardship,  that  the  poor  of  Southwark  and 
of  London  should  pay  Bs,  lOd.  duty  per 
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chaldron  on  their  cedi^  wkite  tha  poor 
in  some  parts  of  tJi^  country  did  not  pay 
one  farthing. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wailhman  said,  there 
was  at  present  no  proposition  before  the 
House   for   laying   a   tax  generally  on 
coals ;  but,  having  attended  several  meet- 
ings in  the  city,  assembled  for  the  pur^ 
pose    of  considering    the    propriety   of 
carrying  into  effect  an  eoualization  of  the 
duty  on  coals,  he  wished  briefly  to  state 
his  sentiments  on  the  subject.    At  none 
of  those  meetings  did  he  perceive  a  wish 
or  feeling  to  heap  any  burthen  in  tbe 
shape  of  a  tax  on  their  fellow  subjects  in 
the  country.    Those  who  met  to  consult 
on  the  subject  wished  to  be  relieved  from 
this  duty  altogether.    He  was  not  himself 
a  friend  to  taxation,  and  he  felt  its  pres- 
sure pretty  severely ;   but  he  had  no  de- 
sire, in  getting  rid  of  it,  that  other  per- 
sons should  bear  the  burthen  for  him. 
They  wished  to  protect  themselves  from 
a  very  serious  grievance.    The  citizens 
of  London  paid  9f.  lOdf.  per  chaldron  on 
coals ;  added  to  which  were-  the  expense 
of  freightage,  the  profit  to  the  mercbant. 
and  other  mcidental  charges,  all  which- 
ultimately  fell  on  the  poor  consumer,,  aa. 
well  as  on  the  rich  one ;  therefore,  it  was 
that  the  citv  of  London  prayed  for  an 
alteration.  Now,  if  the  tax  were  not  wholly 
given  up,  it  was  but  fair  that  it  should  be 
equalized.    It  was  not  fair  for  gentlemen 
who  procured   coals,   without  anv  duty 
whatever,    and   manufacturers  who  had 
iron,  lime,  and  coal,  ready  to  their  hands, 
to  complain  that  they  would  be  griev- 
ously oppressed  if  an  equalization  took 
place.    The    manufacturers   in  London 
were  obliged  to  bear  up  against  a  varietv 
of  heavy  expenses,    not  one  of  which 
affected  the  manufacturer  in  the  country. 
The  fact  was,  that  in  London  the  poor 
could  not  buy  coals  for  their  necessary 
consumption.     Subscriptions    were    en- 
tered into  every  winter,  either  to  pur« 
chase  coals  to  be  given  away  to  the  poor 
gratis,  or  to  let  them  Imve  that  necessary 
of  life  at  a  very  cheap  rate.    The  manu- 
fiicturers  in  the  country  should  recollect, 
when  they  opposed  an  alteration  in  the 
duty  on  coals,  that  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don,  who    suffered  so  much  from  the 
existing  tax,  were  very  extensive  custo- 
mers   for    their    commodities.      Would 
those  individuals  whp  owned  coal  mines, 
and  who  had  a  nionopoly  of  the  coal 
trade,   feel    well  pleased  if  the  city  ef 
London  were  allowed  to  procure  coals 
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ebe where?  He  had  been  toid  that  there 
weee  coals  in  the  toil  of  Blackheath— - 
[Hear,  and  a  laush] — ^aod  in  various 
parts  of  Sussex,  it  mattered  not  whe- 
ther the  statement  were  true  or  not ;  but 
he  would  ask,  whether  the  coal  owners 
would  be  pleasedy  if  their  customers  en- 
deavoured to  serve  themselves  from 
sources  nearer  home?  On  one  small 
streami  the  Wandle*  in  the  vicinity  of 
Liondooy  there  was  a  greater  extent  of 
maauiJEUstures  carried  on,  than  on  any 
other  mer  of  the  same  size  in  his  ma- 
jesty's dominions.  The  property  employed 
in  tbat  district  was  considerably  lessened 
in  value,  in  consequence  of  the  duty  on 
coab;  and,  he  believed,  precisely  the 
same  observation  would  apply  to  all  the 
manufactories  in  and  near  London.  Now, 
he  could  see  no  good  reason  for  protect- 
ing th^  country  manufacturer,  at  the 
same  time  that  no  such  encouragement 
was  extended  to  him  who  carried  on  busi- 
ners  in  town. 

Colonel  Wood  hoped  that  the  agitators 
of  this  question  would  make  up  their 
minds  with  respect  to  what  Ihey  really 
wanted,  before  they  came  lo  parhament. 
If  he  rishtly  understood  the  hon.  alderman, 
the  citizens  of  London  wished  for  a  total 
repeal  of  the  tax.  If  this  were  the  case, 
those  who  opposed  the  alteration,  need  not 
trouble  themselves  further  about  the  mat- 
ter, the  hon.  alderman  and  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  could  settle  it  between 
them.  If,  however,  the  hon.  alderman 
did  not  succeed  in  his  object,  lie  hoped 
he  would  not  attempt  to  throw  the  bur- 
then from  bis  own  shoulders,  and  place  it 
on  the  backs  of  others.  When  the  question 
came  to  be  debated,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  city  of  London  had  not  a  shsdow  of  foun- 
dation for  the  complaints  that  were  made. 
The  citizens  of  Lopdon  had  the  advantage 
of  the  cheapness  of  manufactures,  and 
were  not  affected  by  those  unfavourable 
circumstances  which  operated  in  the  coun- 
try. The  duty  on  sea-borne  coal  was  equal 
throughout  the  kingdom.  It  was,  he 
believed,  6s.  per,chaldron.  Three  shillings 
had  been  laia  on  in  the  port  of  London, 
to  form  a  fund  for  the  building  of  fifty 
churches.  What  he  would  ask,  had  the 
people  of  Wales  to  do  with  tbis  ?  Why, 
should  they  pay  a  tax  on  that  account  ? 
There  was  1<.  Sd*  added  for  the  Orphans* 
Fund  ;  2«per  chaldron  for  another  charge; 
and  6(f.  per  chaldron  for  the  duke  of 
Richmond's  tax.  But  he  would  tell  the 
MrpomtioB  of  London,  how  they  coukl 
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l»ve  coals  cheap.  There  was  a  large 
stone -OB  the  river  Thames,  below  Staines. 
Now,  if  they  would  remove  that  stone  a 
little  down  the  river,  as  far,  for  instance, 
as  Blackfriars-bridge,  he  would  answer  for 
it  that  coah  would  be  rjld  in  Lon« 
don  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  they  were  now 
procured  in  the  country. 

Mr.  W.  Litititon  thought  this  a  very 
serious  question.  If  he  ever  knew  a 
period  in  which  it  would  bo  harsh  and 
cruel  to  lay  an  additional  tax  on  tlie  coal 
districts,  it  was  at  this  time,  when  so  much 
distress  prevailed  throughout  the  country. 
The  equalisation  of  taxes  had,  indeed,  a 
great  appearance  of  justice,  but  at  this 
period  of  our  history  it  was  not  practic- 
able. If  any  new  measure  were  to  be 
adopted,  he  thought  a  far  greater  propor- 
tion should  be  borne  by  the  metropolis 
than  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom. 
He  wished  to  Know  if  there  was 
an}*  intention  on  the  part  of  ministers  t6 
make  this  a  question  of  theirs.  As  he 
dki  not  see  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
(|uer  ID  his  place,  he  hoped  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  treasury  would  be  able  id 
give  an  answer.  It  was  essential  to  know 
whether  ministers,  with  the  knowledge^ 
which  they  had  of  the  distress  of  the 
country  meant  to  impose  any  new  tax. 

Mr.  LuMngton  said,  he  was  not  aware 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  ministers  to 
propose  any  alteration  whatever  in  the 
present  duties. 

Sir  C.  Mordauni  said,  he  should  not  be' 
performing  his  duty  towards  his  consti- 
tuents, if  he  did  not  protest  against 
any  alteration  in  the  coal  tax.  The  evil 
which  this  equalization,  as  it  was  called, 
would  produce,  could  not  be  contem- 
plated without  feelings  of  alarm.  He  gave 
every  credit  to  the  hon.  alderman,  to  the 
gallant  officer,  and  to  those  who  acted 
with  them,  for  the  purity  of  their  inten- 
tions ;  but  he  trusted  they  never  would 
be  able  to  induce  ministers  to  take  up  a' 
question  which  would  be  most  injurious 
to  the  country. 

Sir  Af.  IV.  Ridky  said,  he  would  not 
enter  into  a  discussion  on  the  merits  of 
the  question,  but  would  merely  state  the 
nature  of  the  communication  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Newcastle  on  Tyne  that  day. 
The  individuals  connected  with  the  trade^ 
felt,  as  fiir  as  their  own  interests  were 
concerned,  that  the  equalisation  of  the 
coal  duty  was  very  important ;  but  they 
were  of  opinion  that  if  such  a  plan  were 
adopted,  It  would  throw  en*  their  jieigh« 
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boura,  and  on  the  manufacturers  of  all 
£ngland,  situated  near  coai-mines^  a  most 
unjust  and  most  oppressive  burthen*  He 
had  received  notice,  that,  in  the  course  of 
a  few  daysi  a  petition  from  the  great  body 
of  the  coal  trade  on  the  river  Tyne,  against 
such  a  measure  would  be  transmitted  to 
him.  He  had  been  attacked  by  a  public 
writer,  on  account  of  bis  conduct  at  a 
meeting  held  on  this  subject.  That  writer 
asserted,  that  he  had  refused  to  agree  to 
a  tax  .on  the  coal  at  the  pii'^-mouth 
because  be  was  the  proprietor  of  a  glass- 
house  in  the  north.  This  was  a  matter 
of  very  little  importance  to  the  House ; 
but  having  been  unjustly  attacked,  he 
deemed  it  necessary  to  repel  the  accusa- 
tion. The  fact  was,  he  had  a  small  frac* 
tional  share  in  a  glass  house,  so  trifling, 
that  if  the  tax  were  laid  on  at  the  pit's 
mouth,  it  would  make  scarcely  any  differ* 
ence  to  him.  He  was  hostile  to  the  plan 
not  from  anv  private  feeling,  but  because 
bis  public  auly  dictated  to  him  the  im- 
propriety of  sanctioning  a  measure  which 
he  believed  would  have  very  injurious 
effects. 

Mr.  Curtoen  said,  that,  even  in  the  coal 
counties,  at  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles 
from  the  pit's-mouth,  the  consumer  paid 
as  much  for  his  coals  as  the  inhabitant 
of  London.  If  this  equalization  took  place, 
it  would  act  as  a  most  unjust  and  heavy 
impost. 

Mr.  Canning  took  the  liberty  of  sug- 
gesting to  the  House,  whether  the  revival 
of  this  discussion  on  every  petition  that 
was  presented,  by  which  the  regular 
course  of  business  was  interrupted,  could 
be  considered  the  best  mode  of  brin^'n^ 
the  question  to  a  rational  conclusion.'' 
Was  it  not  more  likely  to  disgust  the 
House,  and  prevent  them  from  entertain- 
ing the  subject  cordially,  when  it  came 
before  them  in  a  regular  shape  ?  As  there 
was  no  objection  to  laving  the  petition  on 
the  table,  be  trusted  the  discusaion  would 
end  here. 

Mr.  Bennet  wished  to  correct  a  very 
idle  and  absurd  idea  which  was  enter- 
tained in  the  city  of  London,  namely,  that 
coals  were  to  be  found  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Blackheath,  and  that  a  monopoly 
was  granted  to  the  coal  owners  in  the 
north,  which  was  still  more  absurd  if  pos* 
sible*  Such  stories  put  him  in  mind  of 
an  unfortunate  gentleman,  who  imagined 
he  had  discovered  a  coal  mine  near  Ox- 
ford, and  who,  io  consequence*  formed  a 
rail- way  and  almost  excuvated  a  canai» 
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but  after  an  immense  expense,  he  was 
obliged  to  give  up  the  specuiatlan  aa  a 
mere  chimera. 

Mr.  LUtleton  observed,  that  the  way 
by  which  his  right  hon  friend  oould  most 
efectually  put  an  end  to  this  question^ 
was,  by  exerting  hia  influence  with  tba 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  getting 
him  to  come  down  to  the  House  with  an 
open  and  manly  declaration,  that  govern- 
ment had  not  only  no  iotentton  of  resort- 
ing to  such  a  measure,  but  were  so  deeply 
impressed  with  tlie  evils  it  would  create^ 
that  they  would  oppose  any  attempt  at 
«n  equalization  of  tlus  coal  tax. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Discharge  of  Thomas  Graby.] 
On  the  Motion  of  sir  Robert  Wilson, 
Mr.  Thomas  Gradj^  was  brought  to  tbe 
bar,  where  he  received  a  reprimand  from 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  was  ordered  to  be  dis- 
dbarged  out  of  custody,  paying  his  fees. 
The  reprimand  was  as  foUoweth ;  viz. 

'*  Thomas  Gradv;  you  have  been 
guilty  of  writing  ancl  sending  a  letter,  the 
contents  of  which  are  a  high  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  this  House;  for  this 
offence  you  were  committed  to  his  majes* 
ty's  gaol  of  Newgate.  Your  petition 
praying  for  release  from  further  eonfine* 
ment,  has  been  received  by  this  House, 
and  the  terms  in  which  it  is  conveyed, 
the  deep  regret  you  express  for  having 
offended  this  House  and  the  solemn  as* 
surance  you  give  that  it  was  farthest 
from  your  intention  to  trespass  upon 
its  privileges, — relieve  me  from  the  duty 
(which,  considering  the  rank  and  sta- 
tion you  have  held  in  life,  would  have 
indeed  been  a  most  painful  duty)  of  en- 
larging upon  the  nature  and  character  of 
this  ofience.  I  will  only  add,  that  this 
House,  at  all  times  determined  to  vindi- 
cate its  own  honour  and  dignity,  and  to 
uphold  and  maintain  its  privileges,  as  the 
best  security  for  the  rignts  ai^  liberties 
of  the  subject,  is  at  all  limes  anxious  to 
measure  the  severity  of  its  punishment  by 
the  necessity  which  calls  for  it.  This  ne- 
cessi^,  in  your  instance,  has  been  satisfied; 
and  I  am  commanded,  therefore,  to  ac* 
quaint  you,  that  you  are  discharged,  upoa 
payment  of  your  fees.*' 

Subdivisions  of  Committbbs.]  ^Mr. 
Wynn  said,  he  had  understood  last  mgbt 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  tbe  noble  lord 
opposite  to  subdivide  the  committee  which 
he  had  obtained  into  aub-committeesy  to 
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each  of  which  a  particohur  braodi  of  the 
great  eoquirj  on  which  he  had  eiaharked 
the  Hoote*  would  be  confided.  Thb  was 
contrar J  to  the  rales  and  practice  of  par* 
liament  for  at  least  one  nundred  years, 
and  he  now  wished  to  know  whether  the 
noble  lord  intended  to  more  that  soch 
power  be  granted  to  his  committee. 

Lord  Cattiereaeh  said,  that  he  had  no 
SQch  intention,  and  that  the  members  of  the 
committee  would  make  the  best  arrange- 
ments amongst  themselves  to  examine 
the  information  which  had  been  or  shoold 
be  collected. 

Mr.  Wynn  wished  to  inquire  of  the 
Chair,  whether  such  proceedings  cbuld 
be  carried  on,  and  whether  committees 
were  to  be  allowed  to  divide  themselves 
into  sub-committees.  He  contended  that 
it  could  not  be  done  without  the  special 
consent  of  the  House.  He  had  looked 
over  the  Journals,  and  found  that  in  1640, 
such  a  power  had  been  declared  to  reside 
in  grand  committees  only.  In  1661,  and 
16^,  several  instances  had  occurred,  in 
which  that  power  had  been  granted  bv 
the  House  upon  very  particular  groimds 
being  shown.  But  since  that  period,  no 
other  instance  whatever  had  taken  place. 
Regarding  such  a  practice  as  of  a  most 
disngerous  tendeo^,  if  such  a  motion  was 
to  be  made,  he  trusted  that  a  di^  would 
be  fixed  for  its  consideration,  m  order 
that  he  might  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  it. 

The  Speaker^  if  the  appeal  of  the  hon^ 
member  was  intended  tor  him,  had  no 
doubt  in  stating,  that  when  a  subject  was 
delegated  ton  committee,  it  was  delegated 
entire  to  every  aaember  of  which  that 
committee  was  composed.  The  House 
limited  the  numbers  of  the  committee  for 
that  purpose. 


CniMi VAL  Laws.^  Sir  Jamet 

toih  rose  and  addressed  the  House  to  the 
following  efiect:— > 

Sir ;  f  now  rise,  in  pursuance  of  the 
notice  which  I  gave,  to  bring  before  the 
House  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a 
se^t  committee,  to  consider  of  so  much 
of  the  Criminal  Laws  as  relates  to  Capi- 
tal Puniahment  in  Felonies ;  and  to  report 
their  observations  and  opinion  thereon  to 
the  House ;  and  I  should  have  inomedt- 
ately  proceeded  to  ez]^n  the  grounds 
and  (4»jecu  of  such  a  motion,  which  is 
ahnost  verbaiim  the  same  as  a  resolution 
entered  on  the  Joonals  of  the  House  in 
the  year  I770|  when  authority  was  deie^ 


gated  to  a  committee  for  the  same  pur* 
pose— >!  should  have  proceeded,  I  say,  to 
state  at  once  why  1  think  sudi  an  inquiry 
necessary,  had  it  not  been  for  some  con- 
cessions made  by  the  noble  lord  last  night, 
which  tend  much  to  narrow  the  grounda 
of  dilR^rence  between  us,  and  to  simplify 
the  question  before  the  House.  If  I  con* 
sidered  the  only  subject  of  discussion  to  he 
tlMst  which  exists  between  the  noble  lord 
and  myself,  it  would  be  reduced  to  this 
narrow  compass ;  namely,  whether  the 
noble  lord's  proposal  or  mine  be  the 
more  convenient  for  the  conduct  of  the 
same  inquiry;  but  as  every  member  in 
this  House  is  a  party  to  the  question,  I 
shall  make  some  preliminary  observationa 
on  the  noble  lord  s  statements. 

If  1  understood  the  noble  lord  rightly, 
be  confesses  that  the  growth  of  crimes, 
and  the  state  of  the  criminal  law  in  thia 
country  call  for  investigation;  he  pro* 
poses  that  those  subjects  shall  be  inves- 
tigated by  a  select  committe,  which  I  also 
admit  to  be  the  most  expedient  course, 
and  he  expressly  asserts  his  disposition  to 
make  the  inqutry  as  extensive  as  I  wish  it 
to  be.  As  far  therefore  as  the  noble  lord 
is  concerned,  I  am  relieved  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  proving  diat  an  inquirv  is  neces- 
sary; that  the  appointment  of  a  select 
committee  is  the  proper  course  Ibr  pro- 
ceeding to  the  inquiry ;  that  the  inquiry 
ought  to  be  extensive.  I  am  thus  brought 
to  the  narrower  question  — Whether  the 
committee  of  the  noble  lord  or  that  which 
I  propose  be  the  more  convenient  instra- 
ment  for  conducting  an  inquiry  on  the 
special  subject  to  iniich  my  motion  re- 
fers ?  I  shall  endeavour  briefly  to  show, 
that  the  mode  of  proceeding  proposed  by 
the  noble  lord,  although  embracing  ano- 
ther and  excellent  subject  of  inquiiy, 
must  be  considered  as  precluding  an  In- 
quiry into  that  part  of  the  criminal  law 
which  forms  the  subject  of  my  motion, 
for  two  reasons.  The  first  is,  a  physical 
impossibility,  and  having  stated  that,  I 
may  perhaps  dispense  with  the  necessity 
of  showing  any  other.  We  have  heard 
from  an  honourable  friend  of  mine  whose 
authority  is  the  highest  that  can  be  re- 
sorted to  on  this  subject,  that  an  inquiry 
into  the  state  of  two  or  three  gaols  occu- 

Sied  a  committee  during  a  whole  session. 
fy  hon.  friend,  a  magistrate  of  the  city, 
has  stated,  that  an  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  the  prisons  of  the  metropolis  occupied 
during  a  whole  session  the  assiduous  com- 
mittee over  which  he  presided.    When, 
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Uwrefortf,  the  noble  lord  refen  to  one 
committee  not  only  tlie  stale  of  the  law 
but  the  state  of  gaols,  of  transportatiooy 
and  of  that  little  adjunct  the  Hulks,  he 
refers  to  it  an  inquiry  which  it  can  never 
conduct  to  an  end;  he  proposes,  as  my 
hoo.  friend  has  said,  to  institute  an  inyes- 
tigation  which  must  outlive  a  parliament. 
The  noble  lord  has,  in  fact,  acknowledged, 
'  by  tlie  proposal  to  subdivide  his  com- 
mittee, that  it  is  impossible  one  commit- 
tee can  inquire  into  all  the  subjects  which, 
at  bis  recommendation,  have  been  referred 
to  it;-  and  this  impossibility  he  would 
evade  by  a  violation  of  the  usages  of  the 
House;  as  you,  Sir,  with  the  authority 
due  to  your  opinions,  have  declared  the 
proposition  for  subdividing  a  committee 
to  be.  I,  in  accordance  with  the  usages 
of  the  House,  propose  that  the  House 
shall  itself  nominate  separate  committees; 
the  noble  lord,  by  his  unparliamentary 
and  unconstitutional  suggestion,  proposes 
that  the  committee  which  has  been  named 
shall  again  nominate  three  committees.*— 
My  second  objection  is,  that  the  noble 
lonl's  notice,  and  the  order  made  by  the 
House  yesterday  upon  it,  do  not  embrace 
the  purpose  which  I  have  in  view.  To 
prove  this,  I  might  content  myself  with  a 
reference  to  the  words  of  the  instruction 
under  which  the  noble  lord's  committee 
is  to  proceed.  That  committee  is  directed 
*'  to  mquire  into  the  state  and  description 
of  gaols  and  other  places  of  confinement, 
and  into  the  best  method  of  providing  for 
the  reformation  as  well  as  for  the  safe  cus- 
tody and  punishment  of  offenders."  Now, 
what  is  the  plain  meaning  of  those  expres- 
sions I  Are  they  not  the  same  offenders 
whose  punishment  as  well  as  whose  re- 
formation and  safe  custody  is  contem- 
plated? And  does  not  the  instruction 
thus  directly  exclude  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee  the  subject  of  capi- 
tal punishments  ?  The  matter  is  too  plain 
to  be  insisted  on ;  but  must  not  the  mean- 
ing, on  any  fair  and  liberal  construction, 
be  taken  to  be,  that  the  committee  is  to 
consider  the  reformation  and  safe  custody 
of  those  offenders  of  whom  imprisonment 
forms  the  whole  or  the  greatest  part  of 
the  punuhment  ?  fit  would  be  absiu^  to 
suppose  that  the  question  of  capital  pu- 
nishments should  be  made  an  inferior 
branch  of  the  secondary  question  of  im- 
prisonment ;||ind  that  the  great  subject  of 
criroifal  law  should  skulk  into  the  com- 
mittee under  the  cover  of  one  vague  and 
equirocal  word. 


On  these  grounds,  Sir,.  I  have  a  right 
to  say  thai  there  is  no  comparison  as  to 
the  convenience  or  the  emcacy  of  the 
mode  of  proceeding  proposed  by  the  noble 
lord,  and  that  which  I  recommend. 
Let  us  now-  see  whether  my  proposition 
casts  a  greater  censure  on  the  law  of  the 
country  than  that  of  the  noble  lord, 
Ervery  motion  for  inquiry  assumes  that  in- 
quiry is  necessary— 4bat  some  evil  exists 
which  may  be  remedied.  The  motion  of 
the  noble  lord  assumes  thus  much :  mine 
assumes  no  more.  It  cast  no  reflection 
on  the  law  or  on  the  magistrates  by  whom 
it  is  administered.  With  respect  to  the 
question,  whether  the  secondary  punish* 
ments  should  be  inquired  into  before  we 
dispose  of  the  primary,  I  have  thus  much 
,to  say.  In  proposing  the  present  investi- 
gation, I  have  not  been  guided  by  my 
own  feeKngs,  nor  have  I  trusted  entirely 
to  my  own  judgment..  My  steps  have 
been  directed  and  assured  by  examples 
set  in  other  parliaments. 

The  first  of  these  examples  is  the  nota- 
ble one  in  1750,  when,  in  consequence  of 
the  alarm  created  by  the  increase  of  some 
species  of  crimes,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  House,  **  to  examine  into 
and  consider  the  state  of  the  laws  relating 
to  felonies,  and  to  report  to  the  House 
their. opinion  as  to  the  defects  of  those 
laws,  and  as  to  the  propriety  of  amending 
or  repealing  them."  What- does  the  noble 
lord  say  to  this  large  reference,  this  ample 
delegation,  this  attack  on  the  laws  of  our 
ancestors  ?  Was  it  made  in  bad  thnes,  by 
men  of  no  note,  and  of  indifferent  princi- 
ples ?  I  will  mention  the  persons  of  whom 
the  committee  was  composed.  They  were, 
Mr.  Pelharo,  then  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, Mr.  Pitt,  afterwards  lord  Chat- 
ham, Mr.  G.  Grenville,  afterwards  lord 
Grenville,  Mr.  Lyttleton  and  Mr.  C. 
Townshend,  afterwards  secretaries  of  state, 
and  sir  Dudley  Ryder,  the  attorney-gene- 
ral, afterwards  chief  justice  of  England. 
Those  great  lawyers  and  statesmen  will,  at 
least,  not  be  accused  of  having  been  rash 
theorists,  or,  according  to  the  new  word, 
ultra-nhilosophers.  But  it  will  be  thought 
remarxable  that  those  great  men,  who 
were,  in  liberality,  as  superior  to  some 
statesmen  of  the  present  day,  as  in  prac- 
tical wisdom  they  were  perhaps  not  infe- 
rior to  them,  found  two  sessions  of  par- 
liament necessary  for  the  inquiry  into 
whid)  they  entered.  The  first  resolution 
to  which  those  eminent  and  enlightened 
individuals  agrcedi  was,  *'  that  it  was.rea-* 
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nonable  to  exchange  the  puniphment  of 
death  for  some  other  adequate  puniali- 
ment."  Such  a  resolutioo  i»  a  little  more 
general  and  exten»ive  than  that  which  I 
shall  venture  to  propose ;  such  a  resolu- 
tion, however,  did  that  committee,  vested 
wiih  the  powers  which  I  hare  already  de* 
scribed,  recommend  to  the  adoption  of 
the  House.  One  circumstance,  not  ne* 
cessarily  connected  with  my  present  mo* 
tion,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning* 
To  that  committee  the  credit  is  due  of 
having  Grst  denounced  the  poor  laws  as 
the  nursery  of  crime — for  in  this  country 
pauperism  and  crime  have  always  advanc« 
ed  in  parallel  lines,  and  with  equal  steps. 
That  committee  imputed  much  evil  to 
the  divisions  among  parishes  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor.  That  committee 
too,  composed  of  practical  men  as  it  was, 
made  a  statement  which  some  practical 
statesmen  of  the  present  day  will  no 
doubt  condemn  as  too  large,  namely, 
'*  that  the  increase  of  crime  was  in  a  great 
measure  to  be  attributed  to  the  neglect  of 
the  education  of  the  children  of  the  poor.'^ 
A  bill  was  brought  in,  founded  on  the 
resolutions  of  the  committee :  it  passed 
this  Housci  but  was  neeatived  m  the 
House  of  Lords.  But  afthoush  it  was 
lost  there,  it  was  not  opposed  by  any  of 
the  great  names  of  that  day-r-by  any  of 
the  luminaries  of  that  House.  In  parti- 
cular, lord  Hardwicke  did  not  oppose  the 
bill,  the  principal  object  of  whtcn  was  the 
substitution  of  hard  labour  and  imprison- 
ment for  the  punishment  of  death. 

In  1770,  another  alarm,  occasioned  by 
the  increase  of  a  certain  species  of  crime, 
led  to  the  appointment,  on  the  27th  of 
November,  ot  another  committee  of  the 
same  kind,  of  which  sir  Charles  Grenville, 
sir  William  Meredith,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant GJynoy  sir  Charles  Bunbury,  and 
others,  were  members.  To  that  committee 
the  reference  was  nearly  the  same  as  that 
which  I  am  now  proposing ;  but  even 
that  reference  I  have  contracted.  That 
committee  was  occupied  for  two  years 
with  the  branch  of  the  general  inquiry 
which  the  noble  lord  proposes  to  add  to 
the  already  excessive  labours  of  a  com- 
mittee on  another  subject.  In  the  second 
session  they  brought  their  report  to  ma- 
turity ;  and,  on  that  report,  a  bill  was  in- 
troduced for  the  repeal  of  eight  or  ten 
statutes,  which  bill  passed  the  House  of 
Commona  without  opposition.  I  do  not 
mean  to  enter  into  the  minute  history  of 
tliat  bill,  which  was  thrown  out. in  the 


House  of  Lords.  It  met  with  nd  hostility 
from  the  great  ornaments  of  the  House  of 
Lords  of  that  day»  lord  Camden  and  lord 
MansGeld ;  but  it  was  successfully  opposed 
by  others,  whom  I  will  not  name,  and 
whose  names  will  be  unknown  to  poste* 
rity. 

Sir,  it  is  upon  these  precedents  that  I 
have  formed,  and  that  I  bring  forward 
my  motion.  I  have  shown,  that  the 
step  I  propose  to  take,  accords  witl> 
the  usage  of  parliament  in  the  best 
of  times,  and  that  if  we  follow  the  piaii 
recommended  by  the  noble  lord,  we 
cannot  effect  the  purpose  which  we 
have  in  view,  without  evading  or  vio-. 
lating  the  usage  of  parliament.  Ac- 
cepting, therefore*  the  noble  lord's  con-' 
cession,  that  a  committee  ought  to  be. 
appointed  for  this  investigation,  here  I 
might  take  my  stand,  and  challenge  htm. 
to  drive  me  from  this  ground,  which,  witb 
all  the  noble  lord's  talents,  he  would  find* 
some  difficulty  in  doing.  But  I  feel  that 
there  is  a  ^reat  di&rence  between  the  re* 
spective  situations  of  the  noble  lord  and' 
myself;  and  that,  although  the  noble  lord 
last  oi^t  contented  himself  with  statmg 
the  evils  which  exist,  without  adverting 
to  the  other  essential  part  of  any  propo- 
sal for  a  parliadaentary  inquiry,  namely, 
the  probability  of  a  remedy,  I  must  take 
a  different  course.  Although  I  cannot 
say  that  I  agree  with  my  hon.  friend,  who* 
says,  that  a  select  committee  is  not  the 
proper  mode  of  investigating  tins  subject, 
yet  I  agree  with  him  Qiat  there  are  two  • 
things  necessary  to  justify  an  investiga* 
tion,  whether  by  a  committee,  or  in  any 
odier.manner.  The  first  is,  the  existence 
of  an  evil ;  the  second  is,  the  probability 
of  a  remedy.  Far,  therefore,  rrom  treat- 
ing the  sacred  fabric  neared  by  our  an- 
cestors, more  lightly,  I  approach  it  more 
reverentially  than  does  the  noble  lord.  I 
should  not  nave  dared,  merely  on  account 
of  the  number  of  offences,  to  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  crimiiud 
law,  unless,  while  I  saw  the  defects,  1  bad 
also  within  view,  not  the  certainty  of  a 
remedy  (for  that  would  be  too  much  to 
assert),  but  some  strong  probability, 
that  the  law  may  be  rendered  more  effi- 
cient, and  a  check  be  given  to  that  which 
has  alarmed  all  good  men— the  increaise 
of  crimes.  While  I  do  what  I  thiak  it 
was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  noble  lord 
to  have  done,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be 
told  that  I  am  a  rash  speculator,  that  I 
am  holding  out  impunity  to  criminals,  or 
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fbreshowing  wimt  tKe  noble  lord  is  pleased 
to  call  "  a  golden  age  for  crime  ;'*  unless 
the  noble  lord  asierto  that  sir  Dudlejl 
Ryder,  at  the  head  of  the  criminal  juris- 
prtidence  of  ibe  country,  and  Mr.  Serjeant 
Glynn,  the  recorder  of  London»an  i>fiicer 
that  uohappily  has  the  most  extensive 
experience  of  the  administration  of  the 
crinMoal  law  in  the  world,  were  entitled 
to  similar  appellations;  for  both  those 
eminent  individuals  believed  a  remedy  to 
the  evil  in  question,  to  be  practicable, 
and  recommended  it  as  necessary ;  and 
under  any  general  reprobation  which  the 
noble  lord  may  apply  to  such  men,  1  shall 
not  bt  ashamed  to  be  included. 

1  must  now  mention  what  my  object  is 
not,  ia  order  to  obviate  the  misapprehen- 
aions  of  over  zealous  supporters,  and  the 
misrepresentationa    of  clesperate    oppo- 
nents. ^1  do  not  propose  to  form  a  new 
criminal  code.    Altogether  to  abolish  a 
system  of  law,  admirable  in  its  principle, 
interwoven  with  the  habits  of  the  English 
people,  and  under  which  they  long  and 
happily  lived,  is  a  proposition  very  remote 
from  my  notions  of  legislation,. and  would 
be  too  extravagant  and  ridiculous  to  be  for 
a  moment  listened  to.    Neither  is  it  my  in* 
tentioihCo  propose  the  abolition  of  the  pu« 
nishment  of  death.  I  hold  the  right  of  in- 
flicting that  punishment  to  be  a  part  of  the 
right  of  aelf-defence  with  which  societies, 
as  well  as  individuals,  are  endowed.     I 
hold  it  to  be,  like  all  other  punishments, 
an  evil  when  unnecessary ;  but,  like  any 
other  evil,  employed  to  remedy  a  greater 
evil,  capable  of  becoming  a  good.    Nor  do 
I  wish  to  take  away  the  right  of  pardon 
from  the  Crown.    On  the  contrary,  my 
object  is,  to  restore  to  the  Crown  the 
practical  use  of  that  right,  of  which  the 
usage  of  modem  times  has  nearly  deprived 
it.   The  declaration  may  appear  singular ; 
but  I  do  not  aim  at  realizmg  any  univer- 
sal principle.    My  object  is,  to  bring  the 
letter  of  the  law  more  near  to  its  prac- 
tice; to  make  the  execution' of  the  law 
form  the  majority,  and  the  remission  of 
the  laW|  the  minority  of  the  case.    I  do 
not  expect  that  a  svstem  of  law  can  be 
formed  so  graduated,  that  it  can  be  ap- 
plied to  every  case  without  the  interven- 
tieo  of  a  discretionary  power ;  but  I  think 
we  have  reason  to  complain  of  the  prac- 
tice under  which  the  remission  of  the  law 
forma  the  rule,  and  the  execution  the  ex- 
ception. I  hope  to  see  an  effect  produced 
on  the  vicious,  by  the  steady  manner  ia 
which  the  laws  shall  bo  enforced.    The 


I  main  part  of  the  reform  which  I  should 
propose,  would  be  to  transfer  to  the  Statute 
Book  the  improvements  which  the  wisdom 
of  modern  times  has  introduced  into  the 
practice  of  the  law.  But  I  must  add,  that 
even  in  the  case  of  some  of  the  practical 
parts  of  the  law  with  which  the  feelings 
of  good  men  are  not  in  unison,  I  should 
propose  such  a  reform  as  would  correct 
that  anomaly.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest 
evils  which  can  befid  a  country  when  the 
criminal  law  and  the  virtuous  feeling  of 
the  community  are  in  hostility  to  each 
other.  They  cannot  be  long  at  variance 
without  injury  to  one,  perhaps  to  both. 
One  of  my  objects  is,  to  approximate 
them;  to  make  good  men  the  anxious 
supporters  of  the  criminal  law,  and  to  re- 
store, if  it  has  been  injured,  that  zealous 
attachment  to  the  law  in  general,  which, 
even  in  the  most  tempestuous  times  of 
our  history,  has  distinguished  the  people 
of  England  among  the  nations  of  the 
world. 

Havmg  concluded  my  general  remarks, 
I  will  now  enter  into  a  few  illustrative 
details*  It  is  not  my  intention  to  follow 
the  noble  lord  in  his  inquiry  into  the 
causes  of  the  increase  of  crimes.  I  think 
that  the  noble  lord's  statement  last  night 
was,  in  the  main,  just  and  candid.  I 
agree  with  the  noble  lord,  that  it  is  con- 
solatory to  remark,  that  the  crimes  in 
which  so  rapid  an  increase  has  been  ob- 
servable, are  not  of  the  blackest  die,  and 
of  the  most  ferocious  character;  that  they 
do  not  deeply  stain  and  dishonour  the 
ancient  moral  character  of  Englishmen ; 
that  they  are  crimes  agfunst  property 
alone,  and  are  to  be  viewed  as  the  result 
of  the  distresses,  rather  than  of  the  de- 

Cravity  of  the  community.  I  also  firmly 
elieve,  that  some  of  the  causes  of  in- 
creased crime  are  temporary.  But  the 
noble  lord  and  I,  while  we  agree  in  this 
proposition,  are  thus  whimsically  situated : 
—he  does  not  Uiink  that  some  of  those 
causes  are  temporary,  which  I  conceive 
to  be  BO ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
sets  down  some  as  temporary,  which  I 
believe  to  be  permanent.  As  to  the  in- 
crease of  forgery  for  example  (which  I 
mention  only  by  way  of  illustration),  I 
had  hoped  that  when  cash  payments  should 
be  restored,  that  crime  would  be  dimi- 
nished. Bat  the  noble  lord  has  taken 
pains  to  dissipate  that  allusion,  by  assert- 
ing that  the  withdrawing  of  such  a  mass 
of  paper  from  circulation  would  be  at- 
tended with  no  such  beneficial  conse- 
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rBOM.  According  to  the  noblo  lord, 
yogren  of  the  couiitrj  in  manofiK- 
tmtm  and  wealth  ii  ooe  of  the  priocipol 
eatiies  of  crime.  But  is  our  pn^rest  in 
manofiictttret  and  aredth  to  beairested? 
Thus  it  appears  tliat  the  noble  lord  nust 
imagine  there  eaists  a  permanent,  and 
nognsenttn^  cause  of'  crime,  at  once  in* 
creasing  with  our  prosperity,  and  under* 
mining  it  through  the  morals  of  the  peo* 
file.  According  to  the  noble  lord,  great 
dlies  form  another  cause  of  crime.  But 
this  cause  cannot  diminish  ;  for  great 
cities  are  the  natural  consequences  of 
maauAictoiing  and  oommerdai  greatness. 
In  speaking,  however,  of  the  population 
of  Lovidon,  the  noble  lord  has  fallen  into 
an  error.  Although  London  is  positively 
larpor  now  then  it  was  in  1700,  it  is  re* 
latnrely  smaller.  Although  it  has  sraoe 
that  time  become  the  greatest  commercial 
city  ill  Europe,  the  capital  of  an  empire 
whose  colonies  extend  over  every  quarter 
of  the  world,  London  is  not  so  populous 
now,  with  reference  to  the  population  of 
the  whole  kingdom,  as  it  was  in  tlie  reign 
of  William  the  third. 

It  is  princip|al]y  to  those  causes  of 
crime,  which  srise  out  of  errors  in  policy 
ar  legishition,  that  I  wish  to  draw  me  at* 
tontion  of  parliament.  Among  other  sob* 
iects,  it  may  be  a  question  whether  the 
mws  for  the  protection  of  die  property 
called  pnc,  have  not  created  a  dandes* 
tine  traffic,  highly  injurious  to  the  morals  of 
the  labouring  classes.  I  am  happy  to  find 
that  that  subject  is  to  be  taken  up  by  the 
koo.  member  lor  Hertfordshire,  who  wilt 
draw  to  it  the  attention  whidi  every  propo* 
aition  of  his  deserves.  A  smuggling  tralBc 
of  tfnother  spedes,  although  attended 
with  nearly  tne  same  eActt,  has  been 
Ibstered  by  some  of  the  ezisthig  laws  re* 
lating  to  the  revenue.  I  would  propose 
no  otinintttion  of  revenue ;  for,  unfortu* 
nately,  we  can  spare  nope.  But  there 
are  s^me  taxes  which  produce  no  revenue, 
snd  which  were  never  intended  to  pro- 
dace  any,  and  which  are,  nevertheless, 
verjrdetrimeataL  The  cumbrous  system  of 
drawbacks  and  protecting  duties,adds  to  the 
numberof smugglers;  andthepoachersand 
aoniggters  rdnforce  the  bands  of  depre- 
dators to  which  the  increase  of  roanomc- 
tures  Is  said  to  have  given  rise.  The  state 
irbicb  does  not  sedc  to  remedy  these 
diseases  is  guilty  of  its  own  destmciioo. 
Seeing  a  right  hon.  gentleman  hi  Ms  place, 
an  whose  attention,  subjects  connected 
with  the  commerce  of  the  country,  have 
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a  claim,  I  mutft  express  my  surprise, 
dthouj^  we  are  now  in  the  fourth  year 
of  a  peace,  not  a  single  step  has  been 
taken  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  ne* 
oessity  of  continuing  those  endless  regUf 
lations  and  prohibitory  duties,  which,  be- 
rides  thdr  commercid  inconveniences, 
are  the  nursery  of  crimes  of  the  most 
atrodous  and  sanguinary  descrtptioq. 
There  is  one  other  subject  which  1  must 
mention ;  for,  viewing  it  as  I  do>  it  would 
be  unpardonable  to  omit  it.  On  exa- 
mininff  the  summary  of  crimes  which  has 
been  laid  on  the  tabic,  it  app^vs  that  it 
was  in  1806  that  the  great  increase  of 
crime  took  place.  The  number  of  crhnea 
since  that  time  has  never  fallen  below  the 
number  of  that  year,  although  subsequent 
years  have  varied  among  one  another. 
But  it  is  extremely  remarkable,  and  is, 
indeed,  a  most  serious  and  darmmg  ikct, 
that  the  year  1806  was  precisely  the 
period  when  the  great  issues  of  the  Bank 
of  Enffland  began.  As  it  has  been  ob-> 
servec^  in  the  Letter  to  the  right  hon. 
member  for  the  university  of  Oxford  (  Mr. 
Fed),  a  work  whidi  has  been  already 
mentioned  in  .this  House,  the  author  of 
which,  although  he  has  conceded  hie 
name,  cannot  conceal  bis  tdents  and  hie 
singular  union  of  ancient  learning  with 
modern  sdonee,  it  was  at  that  time  that 
paoperism  and  poor-rates  increased  —  a 
point  which  was  also  dwdt  upon  with 
areat  Ibrce  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman  in 
me  debate  upon  the  ai&irs  of  the  Bank  of 
England.  Plsoperism  and  crime,  as  I 
have  before  sdd,  go  hand  in  hand.  Both 
were  propelled  by  the  immense  issues  of 
Bank  paper  in  1806.  By  those  issues, 
the  vdue  of  the  one  pound  note  was  re* 
duced  to  fourteen  shillings.  Every  la- 
bourer, by  he  knew  not  what  mysterioov 
power,  by  causes  which  he  could  not  dis- 
cover or  comprehend,  found  his  wagetf 
diminished  at  least  in  the  proportion  o7  a 
third.  His  comforts  were  curtailed, 
and  his  enjoyments  destroyed  by  the 
operation  of  the  paper  system,  which  was 
to  him  like  the  workings  of  a  malignant 
fiend  that  coind  be  traced  only  in  thdr 
dieclft.  Can  any  one  doubt  that  thie 
diminution  of  the  income  of  so  many  in* 
divtduds,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 
dasses  of  society,  was  one  of  the  chief 
sources  of  the*  increase  of  crime  ? 

But  the  main  ground  which  I  take  is 
this— that  the  cnroind  law  is  not  so 
efficadous  as  it  mi^t  be,  if  tetnpemte 
and  prudent  dteratiens  were  ipade^  and 
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if  the  letter  of  the  law  were  mor^  nearly 
aasimiiated  to  the  practice,  from  which  it 
has  not  merely  deviated,  but  with  which 
k  is  totally  at  variance.    It  is  well  knowa 
that  there  are  two  hundred  capital  felo* 
aies  on  the  Statute  Book ;  but  it  may  not 
be  so  familiar  to  the  House,  that  by  the 
returns  from  London  and  Middlesex  it 
appears  that  from  1749  to.  181 9,  a  term 
of  seventy  years,  there .  are  only  twentyf 
ite  sorts  of  felonies,  for  which  any  indi- 
viduals have  been  executed ;  so  that  there 
are  a  hundred  and  and  seventy-five  capital 
felonies,  respecting  which,  the  punishment 
osdoined  by  statute  has  not  been  inflicted. 
In  the  thirteen  years,  since  1805,  it  ap- 
pears* that  there  are  only  thirty  descrip- 
tions of  felonies  on  which  there  have  been 
any  capital  convictions  throughout  the 
kingdom  of  England  and  Wales ;  so-,  that 
there  are  a  hundred  and  seventy  felonies 
by  law,  on  which  not  one  capital  convic- 
tion has  taken  place.     This  rapidly  in- 
creasing discordance  between  the  letter 
and  the  practice  of  the  criminal  law,,  arose 
in  the  best  tiroes  of  our  history,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  out  of  one  of  its  most  gk>ri^. 
ous-  and  happy  events.    As  I  take  it,  the 
most  important  consequence  of  the  Hevo* 
kition  or  1688,  was  the  establishment  in 
this  country  of  a  parliamentary  govern- 
ment.    That  event,  bowevert'has  been 
attended  by  one  inconvenience — the  un- 
happy   £icility    afforded    to   legislation, 
lEvery  member  of  parliament  has  had  it 
in  his  power  to  indulge  bis  whims  and 
caprices    on    that    subject ; .  and  if  he 
could  not  do  any  thii^  else,  he  could 
create  a  capital  felony.  I  The  anecdotes 
which  I  have  heard  of  this  shameful  and 
injurious  facility,  I  am  almost  ashamed  to 
repeat.    Mr.  Burke  told  me,  that  on  a 
certain  occasion,  when  he  was  leaving  the 
House,  one  of  the  messengers  called  him 
back.    Mr.  Burke  said,  that  he  was  going 
on  urgent  business.    **  Oh  I"  replied  the 
messenger,  '*  it  will  not  keep  you  a  single 
moment,  it  is  only  a  felopy  without  benefit 
of  clergy.**    Mr.  Burke  alto  assured  me, 
that  although,  as  may  be  imagined,  from 
his  political  career,  he  was  not  often  en* 
tided  to  ask  favour  from  the  minisiry  of 
the  day,  he  was  persuaded  his  interest  was 
at  any  time  good  enough  to  obtain  their 
assent  to-  the  creation  of  a  felony  without 
benefit  of  clergy.    This  facility  of  grant- 
lag  an  increase  of  the  sev/^rity  of  the  law 
to  every  proposer,  with  t,lie  most  impartial 
disregard  of  poJitipal  cOji^idcr^tiQiMl :  this 
unfortunate  facility  arose  at  a  time  when 


the  humane  feelings  of  the  country  were 
ripening  amidst  the  dlffuaioo  of  koow» 
ledge,  and  thus  brought  the  fi«al  aepara'* 
tioa  between  the  letter  and  the  praclioe 
of  the  law ;  for  both  the  goveroment  and 
the  nation  revolted  from  the  executieo  of 
laws  which  were  Regarded  not  as  -the  re* 
suit  of  calm  deliberstion  or  consttmmate 
wisdom,  but  rather  as  the  fruit  of  a  aeriea 
of  perverse  and  malignant  aoddenta,  im« 
pelting  ti>e  adoption  of  temporary  and  short* 
sighted  expedienta.  The  reverence,  tlwre- 
fore,  generally  due  to  old  establisluaeiitat 
cannot  belong  to  such  kws.    Tbis  most 
singular,  and  roost  injurious  opposition  of 
the  enactments  of  the  legislature,  and  the 
enforcement  of  those  enactments,  repeal* 
edly  attracted  the  attention  of  a  distinp- 
guished.  individual,  who  unites  in  himadf 
every  quality  that  could  render  him  one 
of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  thia  House, 
and  whom,  as  he  is  no  k)nger  a  member, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  name,  I  mean  air 
William  Grant — a  man  who  can  never  be 
mentioned  by  those  who  know  him  with- 
out the  expression  of  their  admiration-«>a 
roan  who  is  an  honour,  not  merely  to  the 
profession  te  which  he  has  been  exalted, 
but  to  the  age  in  which  he  livea-->a*mais 
wha  is  at  once  the  greatest  roaster  of  rea* 
son  and  of  the  poirer  of  enforcing  it— 'whoae 
sound  judgment  is  accompanied  by  t^e 
most  perspicuous  comprehension — whose 
views,  especially  on  all  subjects  connected 
with  legislation,  or  the  adroinistsation  of 
the  law,  are  directed  by  the  profoundest 
wisdom— -whoro  no  one  ever  approaciiea 
without  feeling  bis  superiority,  and  wb» 
only  wants  the  two  vices  of  oslenlatioa 
and  ambition  (vices  contemned  by  tbe- 
retiring  simplicity  and  noble  modesty  of 
bis  nature)  to  render  his  high  talents  and 
attainments  more  popularly  attractive"-^ 
that  ^reat  man  (for  such  he  really  is) 
has  given  us  his  authority  for  the  asser* 
tion,  that  the  principle  of  the  criminal 
law  is  diametrically  o|iposite  to  ils  prac*- 
ticcb    On  oneofcaston  particularly,  when 
his  attention  was  called  to  tiie«0^ecl|  he^ 
declared  it  to  be  impossible  that  both  the 
law  and  the  practice  could  be  right,  thai' 
the  toleration  of  such  discord  was  an* 
aaomaly  tliat  ought  to*  be  remoted ;  and 
that,  as  the  law  might  be  brought  to  an 
accordance  with  the  practice,  but  the 
practice  could  never  be  brought  io  an 
ACGOrdaoce  with  the  law,  the  law  ought 
to  be  altered  for  a  wiser  and  more  humane 
system.    At.aoother  time,  the  same  emi»> 
nent  individual  used  this  reesarkable  ex*. 
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prcfiiony  naiiielj»  that  during  the  last 
ooolupy,  there  had  boeo  a  giBoeral  confe- 
deracy of  proiecQtors,  witneates,  counsel, 
juries,  juoges^  and  the  advisers  of  ihe 
CrovD.  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
criininal  la«r.  Such  is  the  state  to  which 
.ibe  law  has  been  brought*  To  prevent  it 
from  being  carried  into  effect,  all  that  is 
great  and  good— all  thai  is  considerate 
and  ^nerous,  are  found  to  conspire.  Is 
it6ttingthat  a  system  should  continue, 
which  the  whole  body  of  the  intelligent 
oooimunity  combine  to  resist,  as  a  dis- 
grace to  our  nature  and  nation  i 

Sir,  1  feel  that  I  already  owe  much  to 
the  indulgence  of  the  House ;  and  I  as- 
sure you  that  I  shall  be  as  concise  as  the 
oircumstances  of  the  case,  important  as  it 
confessedly  is,  will  allow ;  and  more  espe- 
cially in  the  details  attendant  upon  it. 
The  noble  lord  last  night  dwelt  much 
upon  the  consequences  of  a  transition 
from  war  to  peace  in  the  multiplication  of 
crimes;  but  upon  consulting  experience, 
I  do  not  find -that  the  noble  lord's  position 
is  borne  out.    It  is  not  true  that  crimes 
always  diminish  during  war,  or  that  they 
always  increase  after  its  conculsion.    In 
ibe  Seven  Years'  War,  indeed,  crimes 
Uttgmented,  and  they  decreased  after  its 
termination ;  but  they  were  more  nume- 
rous in  the  seven  years  preceding  the 
American  war,  and  continued  to  advance 
not  oolv  durii^  those  hostilities,  but,  I 
am  ready  to  admit,  after  the  restoration 
of  peace*    It  is,  however,  quite  correct 
to  state,  that  there  was  no  augmentation 
of  crime  which  much  outrun  the  progress 
of  population  until  within  about  the  last 
twenty,  aad  more  especially  within  the 
Jast  ten  years ;  and  that  the  augmentation 
wjiioh  has  taken  pkce  is  capable  of  being 
accounted  for  without  any  disparagement 
of.  the  ancient  and  peculiar  probity  of 
the  British  charader.    As  to  the  varieties 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  administra* 
tioD  of  the  law  with  respect  to  the  pro- 
fMirlion.of  the  executions  to  the  convic- 
tions, some  of  them  have  certainlv  been 
remarkable.    Under  the  various  aomtnis- 
trataons  of  the  supreme  office  of  the  law, 
down  to  the  time;  of  lord  Tburlow,  the 
propovtion  of  executions  to  c^Rviaions 
WHS  for  she  most  part  uniform.    Lord 
itcsslyo   was.  the  first,  lord   chaoceUor 
ttnder  whose  administration,  a  great  dimi- 
imtion  of  executions,  as  compared  with 
executions,  is  to  be  remarked ;  and  this  I 
txust  impute,  not'  only  to  the  gentle  dis- 
position  of  that   distinguished   lawyer, 
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but  to  the  liberality  of  those  princi- 
ples, which,  however  unfashionable  they 
may  now  have  become,  were  enter- 
tained by  his  early  connexions.  Under 
lord  Kosslyn's  administration  oCthe  law, 
the  proportion  of  executions  was  dimi- 
nished to  one  in  eight-*one  in  nine— 
and,  finally,  as  low  as  one  in  eleven.  But, 
Sir,  to  the  noble  lord's  argument  ground- 
ed on  the  diminution  in  the  number  of 
executions,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words.  If 
we  divide  crimes  into  various  sorts,  sepa- 
rating the  higher  from  the  inferior  ofiences; 
we  shall  find,  that  with  respect  to  the 
smaller  felonies,  the  proportion  of  exe- 
cutions has  been  one  in  twenty — one  in 
thirty—and,  in  one  year,  only  one  in 
sixty.  In  the  hiffher  felonies,  with  the 
exception  of  burglary  and  robbery,  which 
stand  on  particular  circumstances,  the 
law  has  uniformly  been  executed.  The 
noble  lord's  statement,  therefore,  is^pli- 
cable  only  to  the  higher  felonies,  in  which 
the  law  has  been  generally  executed; 
and  b^  applying  it  to  the  whole  mass  of 
our  crimmaf  code,  the  noble  lord  creates 
a  delusion,  if  he  means  that  to  be  the 
basis  of  a  general  argument  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  real  state  of  the  case  is,  that 
in  the  first  or  highest  class  of  felonies,  the 
law  has  been  executed  in  every  case; 
that  in  the  middle  class  it  has  sometimes 
been  executed;  and  that  in  the  lowest 
class  it  has  not  been  executed  at  all.  To 
correct  this  anomaly,  so  injurious,  and  so 
subversive  of  the  great  purposes  of  crimi- 
nal jurisprudence*  is  the  object  which  I 
have  in  view. 

For  the  sake  of  clearness,  I  will  divide 
the  crimes  against  which  our  penal  code 
denounces  capital  punishment  into  three 
classes.  In  the  first,  I  include  murder^ 
and  murderous  ofenoes,  or  such  offences 
as  are  likely  to  lead  ^o  murder,  such  as 
shooting  or  stabbing,  with  a  view  to  the 
malicious  destruction  of  human  life,  on 
which  the  law  is  invariably  executed ;  in 
the  second,  arson,  highway  robberies, 
piracies,  and  other  offences,  to  the  num- 
ber of  nine  or  tea,  which  it  is  not  neces- 
sary, and  which  it  would  be  painful  to 
specify,  on  which,  at  present,  the  law  is 
carried  into  effect  in  a  great  o^uiy  cases. 
On  those  two  divisions,  I  will  admit,  for 
the  present,  that  it  would  be  unsafe  to 
propose  any  alteration.  Many  of  the 
crimes  comprehended  in  them  ought  to 
be  punished  with  death ;  whatever  atucks 
the  life  or  dwelling  of  man,  ought  to  be 
punished  with  death ;  and  I  am  persuaded 
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that  a  i^tfieot  and  ofttm  invftstigattoa 
would  rembve  the  objeolioM  of  a  number 
of  well-meatting  persons  who  are  of  a 
contrary  opmioD«  But  lookins  from  these 
offences  at  this  head  of  the  crTminal  code 
to  the  other  extremity  of  it,  i  there  find 
a  third  class  of  ofl^ncesi  some  connected 
with  frauds  of  Tarioas  kinds,  but  others 
of  the  most  frivolous  and  fantastic  de« 
fscriptioo,  amounting  to  about  a  hundred 
and  fif^y  in  number,  against  which,  the 
punishment  of  death  is  denounced  by  the 
law,  although  that  punishment  is  never 
at  present  executed  ( indeed,  it  would  be 
most  absurd  to  suppose  that  it  could  be 
so),  and  when  executed  in  one  or  two 
instances,  in  former  times,  the  execution 
excited  the  disgust  and  horror  of  all  good 
men.  There  can  be  no  doubt— even  the 
noble  lord  I  apprehend  wHl  not  dispute— 
that  these  capital  felonies  should  be  ex- 
punged from  our  Statute  Book,  as  a  dis- 
grace to  our  law,  and  as  creating  a  false 
opinion,  that  it  is  much  more  sanguinary 
tnan  it  has  ever  been  rendered  in  prac« 
tice.  Can  any  man  think,  for  instance, 
that  such  an  offence  as  that  of  cutting 
down  a  hop  irine  should  remain  punish* 
able  with  death?-— that  such  an  offence 
as  cutting  down  a  youne  tree  in  a  gentle- 
man's pleasure  ground  Miould  remain  pu* 
nishable  with  death  ?  The  Black  Act,  as 
it  is  called,  created  about  twenty-one 
capital  felonies,  some  of  them  of  the  most 
absurd  description.  Bearing  particular 
weapons,  hayins  the  face  blacked  at  night, 
and  being  found  disffoised  upon  the  high- 
roadi  were  rendered  by  it  capital  crimes ; 
so  that  if  a  gentleman  is  going  to  a 
masquerade,  and  is  obliged  to  pass  along 
a  highway,  he  is  liable,  if  detected,  to 
be  hanged  without  benefit  of  clergy  ! 
Who  can  endure  the  idea  that  a  man 
is  exposed  to  the  punishment  of  death 
for  such  an  ofience  as  cutting  the 
head  of  a  fish«pond?  Sir,  there  are 
many  more  capital  felonies  of  a  similar 
nature,  which  are  the  relics  of  barbarous 
timesy  and  which  are  disgraceful  to  the 
character  of  a  thinking  and  enlightened 
people.  For  such  offences,  punishments 
quite  adequate,  and  sufficiently  numerous, 
remain,  which  the  wisdom  of  the  legisla- 
ture may  order  to  be  inflicted.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly true,  that  for  the  last  seventy 
years,  no  capital  punishment  has  been  in- 
"flicted  for  such  offenees-^the  statutes  de- 
nouncing them  are  therefore  needless; 
;ind  I  trust  I  shall  never  live  to  see  the 
6By  when  any  member  of  this  House  will 


rise  and  maintaini  that  •  puiiishaMm» 
avowedly  needloiSi  ought  to  be  e&m* 
tinned. 

The  debateable  ground  on  tfafa.subjeol 
is  affi>rded  by  a  sort  of  middle  olasa  of 
offisnoes,  consisting  of  larcenies^  and 
iVauds  of  a  heinous  kind,  although  not 
accompanied  with  violence  and  terror.  It 
is  no  part  of  my  proposal  to  take  awajr 
that  discretion  which  Is  reposed  in  the 
judicial  authorities  respecting  these  of* 
fences.  Nothing  in  my  mind  would  bo 
more  imprudent  than  to  establish  an  on** 
deviating  rule  of  law«— a  rule  that  in 
many  cases  would  have  a  mora  ihjurious 
and  ui^ust  Ojperation  than  can  easily  bo 
imagined.  I  do  not  therefiore  propose  in 
any  degree  to  interiere  with  the  discretion 
of  the  judges,  In  deciding  upon  any  crime 
to  which  the  punishment  of  death  ouffht 
under  some  circumstances  to  attach,  but 
to  examine  whether  or  not  it  is  conve- 
nient, upon  the  wholo  view  of  the  subject^ 
that  death  should  remain  the  punnhment 
expressly  directed  by  the  law  for  dibnce% 
which,  m  the  administration  of  the  law« 
are  never,  even  under  circumstances  of 
the  greatest  aggravation,  more  severely 
punished  than,  with  transportation,  eitiier 
for  Kfe  or  for  limited  periods.  It  b  im* 
possible  to  advert  to  the  necessity  of  re« 
forming  this  part  of  the  law^  without 
callmg  to  mind  the  efforts  of  thai  highly 
distinguished  and  unitetaally  lamented 
individual,  by  whom  the  attention  of  |iar- 
liament  was  so  often  roused  to  the  subject 
of  our  penal  code.  Towards  that  MoeU 
lent  man  I  felt  all  the  regard  which  a 
friendship!  of  twenty  years  duration  natu* 
rally  inspired,  comnined  with  the  respect 
which  his  eminently  superior  understand- 
ing irresistibly  claimed.  But  I  need  not 
attempt  to  describe  his  merits.  To  them 
ample  justice  has  been  already  doae  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  thoeaBpire,  seconded  by 
the  opinion  of  all  the  good  men  of  aH 
nations,  and  espedaliy  by  theeuloahmi 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Bramber,  raoae 
kindred  virtues  and  kindred  eloquence 
enable  him  jusU]|r  to  appreciate  the  QMdi'* 
ties  of  active  pbilantbropy  and  proroond 
wisdom.  I  trust  the  House  will  bear  widi 
roe  if,  while  touohing  on  this  suMect,  I 
cannot  restrain  iqpself  from  (bebly  ex- 
pressing my  admilatioQ  of  the  individaal 
by  whose  benevolent  exertions  it  has  beett 
consecrated.  There  was,  it  is  well  knowiK 
an  extraordinary  degree  of  origlna]  sensi'^ 
biKty  belonging  to  the  character  of  my 
lamented    mcndi    combined   wiib    «ha 
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greatest  monl  parity  mid  ioflexiMlity  of 
public  pHndple;  but  yet,  wiih  these  ele^ 
meotft,  it  is  indisptttably  true,  that  his 
conduct  as  a  statesman  «ras  always  con- 
trolled by  a  sound  judgment*  duly  and 
deliberately  weighing  every  consideration 
of  legislative  expediency  and  practical 
policy.  This  was  remarkiiblT  snown  in 
nis  exertions  respeoting  the  crfminal  code. 
In  his  endeavours  to  rescue  hiA  country 
from  the  disgrace  arising  out  of  the  cha* 
racter  of  that  codci  my  hen.  and  learned 
IKend  never  indulged  in  any  visionary 
%lews.  He  was  at  once  humane  and  just, 
generous  and  wise.  With  all  that  ardour 
of  temperament  with  which  he  uncasingly 
pursued  the  public  good, /never  was  there 
a  reformer  more  circumspect  in  his 
means,  more  prudent  In  his  end,— and 
yet  ail  his  propositions  were  opposed.  In 
one  thing,  however,  he  sueoeeded:  he 
redeemed  his  country  from  a  great  dls- 
l^race,  by  putting  a  step  to  that  career  ef 
improvident  and  cruel  legislation,  whidi, 
iroin  session  to  session,  was  moUiplying 
capital  fbloniesV  Sir,  while  private  virtue 
and  public  worth  are  distinguished  tmeng 
men,  the  memory  of  sir  Samuel  RoDntty 
will  remain  consecrated  in  the  histonf  of 
liumanity.  According  to  the  view  of  mv 
lamented  friend,  the  punishment  of  death 
eught  not  to  attach  by  law  to  any  of  those 
offences  for  which  transportation  is  a  suf- 
ficient punishoMrnt,  and  Tor  which,  inthb 
ordinaiy  administration  of  the  law  by  the 
fudges,  tianftportation  alone  is  inflicted. 
In  niat  view  I  entirely  concur.  I  will  not 
now  enter  Into  any  discussion  on  the  doe- 
trine  of  Dr.  Paley  with  respect  to  the 
expediency  af  investing  the  judges  with 
the  power  of  inflicting  death  even  for 
minor  oilencei,  wheve^  in  eoMequenee  of 
the  character  of  the .  dfeoce  and  of  the 
offender,  aome  particular  good  may  ap^ 
pear  to  be  promised  from  the  example  of 
such  a  punishment  on  a  miachievotts  in- 
dividual. The  question  is,  whether  the 
genernf  good  derived  by  soeiety  from  the 
existence  e4  such  a  state  of  the  law  is  ao 
great  as  to  exceed  the  evil;  and  I  may 
ventme  te  exprem  my  conviction,  dwt 
the  result  of  such  an  beairy  as  i\m 
which  I  propbse  will  be  to  show,  that  the 
Mance  of  advantu|e  is  decidedly  against 
Che  continuance  of  the  existing  system. 
The  late  levd  chief  justice  of  the  common 
pleaA,  whose  amhonty  is  undoubtedly  en- 
titled to  great  consideration,  on  dlscussiag 
tbie  qnestioft  expi«ssed  an  opinion  that  if 
^Ae  punMment  of  death  for  certain  crimes 


were  inflictcMI  only  in  oneease  out  of  sixty, 
yet  that  the  chance  of  having  to  undergo 
such  a  punishment  must  serve  to  impose 
an  additional  terror  on  the  ill-disposed,  and 
so  operate  to  prevent  the  commission  of 
crime.*  Hnt  I,  on  the  contrary,  maintain, 
that  such  a  terror  is  not  likely  to  arise 
out  of  thia  made  of  administering  the  la#. 
I  am  persuaded  that  a  different  result 
must  ensue ;  because  thia  difiorence  in  the 
punishment  of  the  same  eflence  must  »t^ 
turally  encourage  a  calculation  in  the 
mind  of  a  person  disposed  to  commit 
crime,  that  if  he  did  commit  it,  it  was 
likely  he  would  escape  c^Mtalpunishmenf. 
It  must  idso  operate  on  a  malefactor's 
mind  in  diniinnuon  of  the  terrors  of  trans^ 
portation.  Exulting  at  his  escape  from 
the  more  dreadful  infliction,  joy  and  tri- 
umph must  absorb  his  faculties,  eclipsing 
ana  obscuring  those  apprehensions  and 
legvets  with  #hich  he  would  otherwise  con- 
template the  penalty  that  he  was  actually 
doomed  to  suflbr.  The  feeling  of  deliver^ 
ance  from  the  greater  danger  mast  allevl^ 
ate  the  ntinor  suflSBring;  and  such  an 
eibnder,  aader  such  dreumstaaces,  h 
perhaps  induced  like  Cicero,  to  consider 
exile  as  a  refiige,  rather  than  as  a  punish^ 
ment.  In  support  of  this  opinion,  I  wHI 
quote  the  authority  of  one  whO|  if  I  can- 
not describe  him  as  an  eminent  lawyer, 
all  wiU  agree  was  a  man  deeply  skilled  in 
human  natttre»  as  weU  as  a  most  active 
and  experienced  magistrate— I  allude  to 
the  celebrated  Henry  Fielding.  In  a  work 
(Niblished  by  that  gentletaaa,  at  the  pe- 
riod when  thefiiat  parliamentary  inquiry  of 
this  nature  was  in  progrees,  intituled  *'  A 
Treatlae  on  the  Causes  af  Crime,"  there 
is  thb  obsenrtitlon :  "  A  iingle  pardoii 
excttea  a  greater  degree  of  hope  in  the 
annda  of  criminak  than  twenty  executione 
excite  of  fear ;"  and  hence  that  able  snd 
ingenious  writer,  whose  functions  as  A 
magistrate  rendered  him  pe<^iarly  com* 
potent  te  pronouBPea  on  tite  subject  Ibrd^^ 
bly  argues,  that  pardons  contribute  to  the 
famrense  of  brime.  Now  that  argument  I 
consider  'to  lie  quite  analogous  to  that 
which  I  he»e  just  used  with  refbrence  to 
the  opinkm  of  ihb  late  lord  chief  justice 
of  "Ihe  Common  Fleas,  because  tiie  chance 
of  eeaape  from  death  in  either  case  ie 
hot  toi  at>t  to  diilodge  aH  thought  slknit 
the  ioferier  punishment  of  transportation. 
Bui  another  most  Important  consklera- 
tbn  la,  the  eflbct  which  the  existing  sys* 
tem  of  law  has  in  deterrhig  the  iniured 
Amn.comflseaetng  prosecutions^  and  wit^ 
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,nesees  from  coming  forward  with  thoir 
evidence  ia  support  of  such  prosecutioos. 
The  chances  of  escape  are  thus  muiciplied 
by  a.  system  which  discourages  the  prose- 
cutor and  increases  the  temptations  of  the 
offender.  The  better  part  of  msnkind,  in 
those  grave  and  reflecting  moments  which 
.the  prosecution  for  a  capital  offence  must 
always  bring  with  it  to  their  minds, 
frequently  shrink  from  the  task  imposed 
on  them*  The  indisposition  of  men  to 
prosecute  while  the  laws  continue  so 
aevere  is  matter  of  public  notoriety.  This 
has  been  evinced  in  various  cases.  It  is 
.not  long  since  an  act  of  George  Snd^  for 
|>reserving  bleaching  grounds  from  depre- 
dation was  repealed  on  the  proposition  of 
air  Samuel  Romilly,  backed  by  a  petition 
from  the  proprietors  of  those  grounds, 
who  expressed  their  unwillingness  to 
prosecute  while  the  law  continued  so  se- 
:vere,aod  who  represented  that  by  .the  impu- 
nity thus  given  to  offenders  their  property 
was  letl  comparatively  unprotected.  An 
eminent  city  banker  has  also  been  very  re- 
cently heard  to  declare  in  this  House,  that 
.bankers  frequent!]^  declined  to  prosecute 
for  the  forgery  of  their  notes  m  conse- 
quence of  the  law  which  denounced  the 
Dunishment  of  death  against  such  an  offisnce. 
it  is  notorious  that  die  concealment  of  a 
bankrupt's  effects  is  very  seldom  prose- 
cuted, because  the  law  pronounces  that  to 
be  a  capital  o&nce.  It  is  undoubtedly 
however  a  great  crime,  and  would  not  be 
allowed  to  enjoy  such  comparative  impuni- 
ty were  the  law  less  severe ;  and  this  tnere* 
fore  affords  an  additional  proof  of  the  eo* 
couragement  which  the  severity  of  the  law 
holds  out  to  offenders*  There  is  another 
strong  fact  on  this  subject  to  which  I  may 
refer  as  illustrating  the  general  impression 
respecting  the  criminid  law.  I  mead  the 
act  which  was  passed  in  1812,  by  which 
all  the  acts  which  created  o&nces  agaiost 
the  revenue  lawa  were  consolidatedt  and 
by  which  the  acts  imposing  capital  pu- 
nishment, noit  specified  in  that  consolida* 
tion  were  of  course  repealed.  That  act 
I  understand  was  introduced  at  the 
instance  of  certain  oiBoers  of  the.  revenue. 
And  why,  but  because,  from  the  exicessiVe 
severity  oif  the  revenue  Jatws,  the  cdleHtors 
of  the  revenue  themselves  found  thafethey 
were  utterly  inefficient.  But  I  twe 
the  highest  official  authority  to  sustain 
my  view  of  the  criminal  code.  I  have 
the  authority  of  the  late  chief  baron  of 
the  Es^chequer,  sir  Archibald  Macdonald, 
who  when  he  held  the  <^ce  of  a^toroey*ge- 


neral,  which  office  he  dischaiyted  with  so 
much  honour  to  himself  and  advantage  to 
the  eountry,  distinctly  expressed  his  oon- 
corrence  in  the  opinion  of  lord  Bacon, 
that  great  penalties  deadened  the  force  of 
the  laws. 

The  House  will  still  bear  in  mind  that 
I  do  not  call  for  the  abolition  of  the  pu- 
Dishmeut  of  death ;  but  only  for  its  aboli- 
tion in  those  cases  in  wliich  it  is  very 
rarely  and  ought  never  to  be  carried  into 
effect.  In  those  cases  1  propose  to  institute 
other,  milder,  but  more  invariable  pu- 
nishments. I  am  of  opinion  that  tbo 
punishment  of  death  ought  to  be  inflicted 
m  certain  cases,  and  especially  for  rour« 
der.  The  courts  of  law  sbouldv  in  such 
caaes,  be  armed  with  the  awful  authority 
of  taking  away  the  life  of  an  offender ; 
that  thus  it  may  be  seen  that  ia  this 
country  that  >may  be  done  by  justice 
which  may  not  be  done  by  power.  But 
in  Older  to  render  that  authority  fully  im- 
pressive, I  am  convinced  that  the  pu* 
nii^ment  of  desth  should  be  abolianed 
where  inferior  punishments  are  not  only 
applicable,  but  usually  applied.  Nothing, 
indeed,  can  in  my  opinion  be  more  injuri- 
ous than  the  frequency  with  which  the 
sentence  of  death  is  pronounced  from  the 
judgment  seat,  with  all  the  solemnities 
prescribed  on  such  an  occasion,  when  it 
IS  evident,  even  to  those  against  whom 
the  punishment  is  denounced,  that  it  will 
never  be  carried  into  effect.  The  solemo 
annunciation  of  the  judgment  of  the  law 
is  most  useful  in  ipspiring  awe,  where  it 
is  known  that  it  will  be  executed,  but 
where  the  contrary  is  the  fact,  it  becomes 
a  mere  formality,  an  idle  mockery,  de» 
grading  to  the  character  of  the  law  itself 
as  well  as  to  the  dignity  of  those  bv  whom 
it  is  administered;  and  wantonlv  sub* 
tracting  from  those  terrors  which  form 
the  chief  guard  and  protection  of  society, 
because  without  them  neither  life  nor 
property  can  be  secure.  How  cin  those 
terrors  be  sustamed  while  murder  and 
burglary  are  levelled  with  offences  dor 
serving  and  receiving  a  much  slighter 
puibiahme&t  i  But  the  law  is  deprived  of 
Its  beneSc^ot  energy,  and  society  of  its 
needful  ddeoce^-  whenever  that  awful  au- 
thority the  jurisdiction  of  life  and  death, 
is  disarmed  of  ita  terrors.  Sir*  William 
Grant,  in  a  report  of  one  of  his  speeches 
which  I  have  seen,  obaervea,  that  the 
great  utility  of  the  punishment  of  death 
consists  in  the  horror  which  it  is  naluvaUv 
calculated  to  excite  against  jlhe  criminate 
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and  that  all  penal  laws  ought  to'  be  in  ^ 
uniBon  with  the  public  feeling ;  for  that 
tirhen  they  are  not  io»  and  eitpecialiy  when 
they  are  too  severe^  tlie  influence  of  ex- 
ample is  lost*  s^pathy  being  excited 
towards  the  criminal,  while  horror  pre- 
vails against  the  law.  Such  indeed  waa 
the  impression  of  sir  William  Blackstone, 
of  Mr.  Fox»  and  of  Mr.  Pitt,  as  well  as  of 
fdr  William  Grant.  It  is  also  the  opinion 
of  lord  Grenville  expressed  in  a  speech 
from  that  nobleman,  as  distinguished  for 
forcible  reasoning,  profound  wiklom,^  and 
magnificent  eloquencet  as  any  speech  I 
have  ever  heard  on  any  subject.  It  must 
undoubtedly  happen  even  m  the  best  re- 
gulated conditions  of  society,  that  the 
laws  will  be  sometimes  at  variance  with 
the  opinions  and  feelings  of  good  men. 
But  that,  in  a  country  like  Great  Britain, 
they  riiould  remain  permanently  in  a  state 
not  less  inconsistent  with  obvious  po* 
Itcv  than  with  the  sentiments  of  all  the 
enlightened  and  respectable  classes  of  the 
community,  is  indeed  scarcely  credible. 
I  should  not  be  an  advocate  for  the  repeal 
of  any  law  beeause  it  happened  to  be  in 
opposition  to  temporary  prejudices ;  but  I 
object  to  the  laws  to  which  1  have  alluded, 
because  they  are  inconsistent  with  the 
deliberate  and  permanent  opinion  of  the 
public.  In  all  nations  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  laws  and  the  general  feeling  of 
those  who  are  subject  to  Uiem  is  essential 
to  their  efficacy.  But  this  agreement 
becomes  of  unspeakable  importaace  in  a 
country  in  which  the  charge  of  executing 
the  laws  is  committed,  in  a  great  measurei 
to  the  people  themselves.  I  know  not 
bow  to  contemplate  without  serious  ap- 
prehension the  consequences  that  may 
attend  the  pralongation  of  a  system 
like  the  present.  I  have  no  wish  what* 
over  to  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way 
of  our  civil  government.  God  forbid ! 
It  is  my  anxious  desire  to  remove,  before 
they  become  insuperable,  the  impedt« 
ments  that  are  alrealdv  in  the  way  or  our 
civil  govermnent  My  el^ect  is  to  make 
the  laws  popular,  to  reconcile  public  opi« 
nion  to  their  enactments,  and  thus  to  re- 
deem their  character.  It  is  to  render 
their  execution  easy,  their  terror  fm^er- 
whelming,  their  effieacy  comjilete,  that  I 
implore  theHouse  t  o  gi  veto  thesubject  their 
most  grave  consideration.  I  beg  leave  to 
remind  thero,  that  sir  William  Blackstone, 
in  his  cksstcal  work  on  the  laws  of  £ng- 
landrwhen  urging  the  propriety  cf  guard- 
ing the  laws  against  public  prejudice  in 


order  that  they  may  become  effiectivey 
points  out  the  indispensable  necessity  un^ 
der  which  juries  freouently  labour  of  com« 
mitting  what  he  calls  **  pious  perjuries  ;** 
in  estimating  the  value  of  stolen  property. 
But  why  should  juries  be  impelled,  by  tno 
excessive  severity  of  the  laws,  to  commit 
such  perjuries  ?  This  is  another  lament- 
able evil  springing  from  the  system.  Rew 
sorted  to  as  this  practice  is  by  one  of  the 
wisest  institutions  of  the  country,  it  so 
clearly  indicates  the  public  feeling,  that 
to  every  wise  statesman  it  must  afibrd  an 
instructive  lesson ;  and  he  who  overlooks 
such  verdicts  roust  be  a  roost  inattentive 
or  injudicious  observer,  negligent  of  the 
most  material  interests  of  his  country,  for 
he  nefflects  its  morality.  The  just  and 
faithful  administration  of  the  law,  in  all  its 
branches,  is  the  great  bond  of  society ; 
the  point  at  which  authority  and  obedi- 
ence meet  most  nearly.  If  those  who 
hold  the  reins  of  sovernment,  instead  of 
attempting  a  remedy,  content  themselves 
with  vain  lamentations  at  the  growth  of 
crime^^if  they  refuse  to  conform  the  laws 
to  the  opinions  and  dispositions  of  the 
public^-that  growth  must  continue  to 
spread  a  just  alarm. 

With  respect  to  petitions  upon  this 
subject,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that,  in 
a  few  days,  many  petitions  from  a  body 
of  men  intimate]  v  connected  with  the  ad- 
miniacration  of  tne  criminal  law— •I  mea» 
the  magistracy  of  the  country— will  bo 
presented,  praying  for  a  revision  of  that 
law.  Amon^  that  body  I  understand  that 
but  little  difference  of  opinion  prevails, 
and  that  when  their  petitions  shall  be  pre^ 
sented,  they' will  be  foimd  subscribea  hf 
many  of  the  most  respectable  indiiriduaia 
in  the  empire  as  to  moral  character,  en<^ 
lightened  talent,  and  general  considere* 
tion.  I  did  not^  however,  think  it  right 
to  pos^iie  my  motion  for  an  im|iiivy  so  ^ 


important  until  those  petitions  should 
actually  on  the  table.  I  should,  indeed, 
have  felt  extreme  regret  if  the  considera- 
tion of  this  question  had  been  preceded 
by  petitions  drawn  up  and  agreed  to  at 
popular  and  tumultwary  assemblies.  No 
one  can  be  more  unwilling  than  myself 
to  see  any  proceeding  that  can  in  the 
slightest  degree  interfere  with  the  eahn,' 
deliberate,  and  dignified  consideration  of 
parliament,  more  especially  on  a  subject- 
of  this  nature.  The  discussion  of  sueh  n 
question  ought  not  to  be  influenced  by 
any-  thing  like  clamour.  The  petition 
from  the  city  of  London,  however,  ought 
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\0  be  coBtidered  in  another  light,  and  is 
entitled  to  peculiar  attention.  It  pro- 
ceeds from  magtstrales  aceustonied  to  ad* 
minister  justice  in  a  populous  metropol», 
end  who  necessarily  possess  very  great 
experience.  It  proceeds  from  a  body  of 
saost  respectable  traders— men  peculiarly 
exposed  to  those  depredations  against 
which  capital  punishment  is  denounced. 
An  assemoly  so  composed  is  one  of  weight 
and  dignity;  and  its  representations  on 
this  subject  are  entitled  to  the  greater 
deference,  inasmuch  as  the  results  of  its 
experience  appear  to  be  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  its  strongest  prejudices.  The  first 
impulse  of  men  whoseproperty  is  attacked, 
is  to  destroy  those  by  whom  the  attack  is 
made.  But  the  enlightened  traders  of 
London  perceive,  that  the  weapon  of  de- 
ftmctioo  which]  our  penal  code  affords,  is 
ineffiMtiire  for  the  purpose  of  steady  pro* 
tection-r-tberefore,  disabusing  themselves 
of  vulgar  prejudice,  they  call  for  the  revi- 
sion of  that  code.  Another  petition  has 
been  presented  to  the  House  which  I 
cannot  pass  over  without  notice.  I  allude 
to  the  petition  from  that  highhr  meritori- 
eins  and  exemplary  body  of  men  the 
Quakers.  That  petition  has,  I  think, 
been  rather  hardly  dealt  by;  and  has  been 
described  as  containing  a  very  extra- 
vagant reconunendation ;  although  the 
prayer  with  which  it  concludes  is  merely 
Smt  such  a  change  in  the  criminal  law  as 
may  be  consistent  with  the  ends  of  jus* 
lice*  The  body  of  the  petition  certunly 
deviates  into  a  speculation  as  to  the  futore 
existence  of  some  happier  condition  of 
society,  in  which  mutual  good*will  may 
render  severe  punishments  imnecessary; 
but  diis  is  a  speculation  in  which,  however 
unsanctioned  by  experience,  virtuous  and 
philosophical  men  have  in  all  ages  indulged 
themselves,  and  have  Iblt  consoled  by  it 
bt  the  evils  by  which  Uiey  have  been  sur- 
ronnded.  The  hope  thus  expressed,  has 
eXpoaad  these  respectable  petitioners  to 
be  treated  with  levity ;  but  they  are  much 
t0o  enlighlened  not  to  know  that  with 
anch  questiomf  statesmen  and  lawgivers, 
whose  arrangements  and  regulations  must 
be  JiflMted  by  the  actual  state  and  the 
neoesaary  wants  of  a  community,  have  no 
ceoeem.  And  while  I  make  these  re- 
marks I  cannot  but  rei|uest  the  House  to 
reeolleet  what  description  of  people  it  is 
to  whom  I  apply  them,— a  people  who 
alone  of  all  the  population  of  the  kingdom 
send  neither  paupers  to  your  parishes,  nor 
criminabi  to  your  gaols,— a  people  who 


think  a  spirit  of  benevolence  an  adequate 
secnrity  to  mankind  (a  spirit  which  cer- 
tainly wants  but  the  possibility  of  its 
being  universal  to  constitute  the  perfeC'* 
tion  of  our  nature),— -a  people  who  have 
ever  been  foremost  in  undertaking  and 
promoting  every  great  and  good  work,  a 
people  who  were  among  toe  first  to  en« 
gage  in  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade* 
and  who,  by  their  firm  yet  modest  perse- 
verance,  paved  the  way  for  the  accom* 
plishment  of  that  incatcuUhle  benefit  to 
humanity.  Recollecting  all  this,  and  re* 
collecting  the  channel  through  which  this 
petition  was  presented  to  &e  House,  I 
consider  it  to  be  entitled  to  any  thing  but 
disrespect.  The  aid  of  such  a  body  muat 
alWays  be  a  source  of  encouragement  to 
those  who  are  aiming  at  any  amelioration 
of  the  condition  of  human  beings;  end  on 
this  occasion  it  inspires  me,  not  only  with 
perfect  confidence  in  the  goodness  of  my 
cause,  but  with  the  greatest  hopes  of  ita 
success.  I  will  now,  Sir,  conclude  by 
moving,  «<  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  consider  of  so  much  of  the 
Criminal  Laws  as  relates  to  Capital  Pu- 
nishments in  Felonies,  and  to  report  their 
observations  and  opinion  of  the  same,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  House." 

Lord  Casilereagh  observed,  that  in 
rising  to  answer  a  speech  of  such  lengtit 
and  variety  as  that  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  it  was  not  his  intention  tottke 
up  much  time  in  stating  the  irapreasione 
which  it  had  left  upon  his  miod.  He 
should  not,  however,  do  justice  to  hie  own 
feelings,  which  he  was  sore  accorded  with 
those  of  the  House,  if  he  did  not  exprese 
his  sense  of  the  tem|>erate  and  candid 
manner  in  which  the  question  had  been 
brottght  forward.  It  had  been  argued* 
too,  with  a  precision  which  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  geoersl  talents  and  legal 
knowledge  of  the  hon.  and  learned  mover. 
His  own  views  did  not  differ  to  any  great 
extent  from  those  of  rhe  hon.  and  learned' 
gentleman,  but  he  was  apprehensive  that 
the  motion  and  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  ahhoogh  they  could 
have  no  such  effect  in  that  House,  might 
be  construed  out  of  doora  as  casting  a 
reproach  on  the  jurisprudence  of  the 
country,  and  ascribmg  to  It  a  sanguinary' 
character;  although  he  knew  that  tlm 
objections,  as  stated  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  applied  to  the  princi- 
ple of  legislating  in  a  particular  form, 
and  not  to  the  administrative  practice 
whioh  existed.    It  was  with  much  aatis* 
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fkction  he  had  heard  the  intention  of 
fbnning  a  new  criminal  code  explicitly 
difclaimed*  and  that  it  was  not  in  the 
hon*  and  learned  gentleman's  contempla- 
ttoo  to  propose  the  tapprefsion  of  capital 
puni^hmentt  altogether*  It  must  be  evi« 
dent,  in  the  circumstances  of  this  country^ 
that  withoat  this  painful  sacrifice  to  jus- 
tice! there  could  be  no  sufficient  orotec- 
tton  for  propertVt  libertyt  or  life.  He 
was  also  gratified  to  find,  that  no  opinion 
was  entertained  that  any  interference  with 
the  exercise  of  mercy  was  expedient. 
The  administration  of  law  could  never  be 
attended  with  equal  justicCi  without  the 
fr^  use  of  that  prerogative.  The  true 
question  therefore  ou.wliich  he  was  at 
issue  with  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
did  not  relate  to  the  course  which  might 
ultimately  be  taken,  or  the  de|;ree  to 
which  our  penal  enactments  might  be 
eventually  retrenched,  but  to  that  species 
of  proceeding  which  would  be  most  likely 
to  lead  to  a  wise  and  salutary  result.  He 
fully  admitted  that  two  important  prece- 
dents, had  been  adduced,  and  that  they 
were  the  more  deserving  of  considerotion 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  illustrious 
character  of  the  |)ersons  by  whom  they 
were  established.  But  still  he  would 
oontend  that  those  very  precedents  them- 
selves furnished  arguments  against  the 
imitation  of  them  rather  than  in  favour  of 
their  adoption.  And  first  with  respect  to 
the  precedent  of  1750.  Even  on  the 
narrow  Issue  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  assigned  to  his  own  ques- 
tion, it  appeared  Uiat,  with  all  the  able 
and  illustrious  supporters  who  had  given 
their  assistance  to  the  subject,  the  consi- 
deration of  the  criminal  laws  at  that  pe- 
riod was  not  concluded  in  one  session, 
but  occupied  the  House  for  two  entire 
aessioos.  And  what  was  the  result  ?  A 
bill  had  been  introduced,  which  passed 
through  the  House  of  Commons ;  but 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
omitted  to  state  that  that  bill  had  been 
thrown  out  by  the  House  of  Lords.  If 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's  propo- 
sition for  repressing  a  number  of  capital 
punishments  was  not  accompanied  by 
some  measure  by.  which  a  secondarv  pu- 
nishment should  be  substituted  for  that  of 
death,  which  punishment  should  produce 
the  same  effect  of  in^retsing  offenders 
with  a  salutary  terror,  the  House  would 
certainly  regard  it  as  a  proposiiion  found- 
ed entirely  on  an^  abstract  view  of  the 
lasRs;  and  although  at  that  distance  of 
(V0L.XXX1X.) 


time  it  might  be  In  vain  to  inquire  into 
the  precise  cause  of  the  failure  of  the 
measure  proposed  in  1750,  it  was  not  dif- 
ficult to  imagine  that  it  was  that  very  ab-. 
street  view  which  caused  .the  failure  of 
the  measure  alluded  to.  The  hon«  and 
learned  gentleman  seemed  resolutely  dis* 
posed  to  prefer  an  abstract  to  a  practical 
view  of  this  important  subject,  but  what 
was  the  result .  of  that  course  of  proceed  • 
ings  in  1770?  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  not  shown  that  it  led  to 
any  permanent  amelioration  of  our  crimi- 
nal code.  In  fact,  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  meant  to  disprove  all  that 
he  had  antecedently  said,  he  could  not 
have  adopted  a  better  or  more  effective 
mode  than  by  referring  to  the  precedents 
of  1750  and  1770.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  must  permit  him  to  say,  that 
modern  times  might. have  furnished  him 
with  more  effective  precedents.  If  that 
House  meant  to  do  any  thing  in  this  most 
grave  and  most  important  business,  if 
they  meant  to  devise,  seriousljr»  a  secon- 
dary punishment  to  be  substituted  for 
death,  he  conjured  them  to  banish  every 
thing  like  abstract  and  visionary  reason- 
ing. The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  mentioned  a  late  hon.  and  learned 
member,  who  brought  to  this  discussion 
legal  talents,  to  be  rivalled  only  by  the 
humanity  of  his  intentions,  and  the  zeali 
with  which  he  had  pushed  his  exertions 
in  the  cause.  But  of  all  the  measure 
which  that  hon.  and  learned  individual 
projected,  only  one  ever  received  the 
sanction  of  the  other  House.  Had  those 
bills  devised  that  species  of  secondary 
punishment  to'  which  he  (lord  C.)  had 
alluded,  and  whose  operation  might  pro- 
duce effects  equally  salutary  with  the 
terror  occasioned  by  the  infiiction  of  the 
capital  penalty,  it  was  most  probable  that 
few  of  them  would  have  miscarried  in  the 
upper  House.  He  was  most  anxious  that 
the  House  should  proceed  on  practical^ 
not  on  abstract  principles;  that  they 
should  not  separate  the  theory  from  the 
practice  of  the  law.  He  couid  not  con- 
cur with  the  hon.  and  lesrned  gentleman 
in  some  of  his  reasonings ;  such  as  that 
the  present  state  of  the  uiw  tended  to  en- 
courage offences,  and  that  the  House 
oi^ht  to  accelerate  their  proceedines, 
from  a  fear  of  that  censure  which  he 
thought  likely  to  be  the  result  of  their 
proceedings.  The  late  sir  S.  Romilly 
subi^ittf^  a  bill  to  that  House  for  the 
purnoea  of  taking  away  the  punishment  of 
(SF) 
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death  fop  itaaUae  brivttrif  frcva  iht  per- 
8oii|  and  to  inake  it  a  trantpurtabl^  of* 
fence.  What  result  ensued'  Was  it 
auoh  ai  to  reeonimeod  the  haity  adoption 
of  ao3p  Mmiler  proposition?  Ha  would 
boff  leave  to  refe#  to  the  vetinms.  The 
bilf  passed  into  a  law  4  years  ago*  As 
ftr  as  he  had  been  able*  he  had  oitaoiiDed 
the  progress  ot  that  olfeqee  for  the  last 
10  j^ears,  whioh  was  the  best  criterion  at 
all  times  of  the  effect  of  legislation ;  and 
he  foond  that^  so  fhr  from  Its  having  di^ 
miaished  in  frequency^  the  inorease  was 
enormous.  By  the  returns  for  the  last 
ten  years,  it  appeared,  that  ihe  number 
of  persons  chared  with  and  convicted  of 
that  crime  had  increased  in  a  ifreatev  ratio 
than  the  number  of  those  charged  with 
and  convicted  of  any  other  crime.  There 
were  charged  wItH  thai  crime,  in  1810, 
136;  in  1811,  194;  in  181fi,  684;  in 
181S,  d72;  in  1814,  Sll ;  b  1815,  2?7  \ 
in  1816,  402;  in  1817,  507  s  and  in  1818, 
5S 1  •  There  were  convicted  of  that  crime, 
in  1810,  64;  in  1811,  8S ;  in  1812,  78; 
in  1813,  185;  in  1814,  167;  in  1815, 131 ; 
in  1816,  234;  in  181^,  257 ;  and  in  1818, 
262.  It  appeared^  therefore,  that  the 
new  measure  had  had  no  practical  result ; 
but  that  the  particular  crime  in  question 
had  increased  in  the  period  of  the  last  ten 
years,  in  the  proportion  of  between  four 
and  five  to  one.  The  areument  therefore 
that  the  operation  of  laws  which  de- 
nounced the  heaviest  punishment  was  to 
increase  the  crime  thev  were  intended  to 

Srevent,  was  not  founded  on  tkoU  This, 
e  admitted,  was  not  to  induce  parlia- 
ment not  to  entertain  inquiry  into  tlie 
state  of  the  criminal  law,  for  the  purpose 
of  repealing  the  more  severeparts  of  it, 
but  it  woulu  tend  to  show  the  House  how 
cautiously  they  should  proceed,  and  how 
necessary  it  was  to  take  a  full,  fair,  and 
comprehensive  view  of  the  qnestion.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  ssked, 
when  he  solicited  the  House  to  adopt  his 
coromittee'  for  an  inquiry  into  particular 
punishments  and  the  increase  of  crfmes, 
what  business  had  it  to  inquire  into  the 
aubjects  of  transportation  and  secondary 
punishments  ?  It  would  have  every  busi* 
ness  in  the  world  to  do  so^  If  it  did  not 
do  thst,  it  would  do  nothing ;  unless  the 
inquiry  proposed  by  the  hon.  and  leamed 
gentleman  were  to  -  be  extended  to  the 
nature  of  the  secondary  pcuilshments,  it 
must  be  unsatisfactory  ;  ibr  of  the  13,0001 
criminals  with  which  oar  fkok  were  an- 
nually crowded^  no  less  tbaioi  10^000  «reM^ 
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of  the  class  to  wliich  Cliogo  pnniihnenta' 
wiere  applicable.  If  the  legiuaturfi  wars 
to  take  away  the  terror  of  the  capital 
ponii^hment,  and  substitute  no  secaadasir. 
penalty,  the  influeqoe  of  which  ipight  deter 
offenders,  the  whole  object  of  law  would  be 
defeated,  and  the  repression  of  crime  would 
becQtme  more  preca^ioua  than  eees.  Such 
an  experiment  would  in  the  preaeat  state 
of  the  country  be  attended  with  peeuliar 
danger.  With  respect  to  the  penaJtiea 
attached  to  burglary,  robbery,  Ac  thm 
hon.  and  learned  gentleoaan  had  not 
called  in  question  this  law  on  those  sob« 
jects;  viz.  that  the  punifhment  mi^t  bo 
modified  accordiDgiy  as  the  owcaQiv 
stances  were  of  an  ugravated  or  ex* 
tenuated  character:  he  had  thought  it 
better  to  leave  the  manner  at  ita  exoi* 
cation  tq  that  spirit  of  money  anil  mitiga* 
tion  which  distmguished  the  adninistra* 
tion  of  a  code  of  laws  necessari^  sevoM. 
The  hon.  and  learned  eentlefloi^  h^A  stated 
one  circumstance  which  it  was  ndcesaary 
to  notice;  he  had  infonned  the  House- 
that  by  the  present  laws«  no  leas  tlian 
200  felonies  were  capital  offences.  He 
really  did  not  think  there  had  heenaa 
n^iiiy;  but  would  offer  a  lew  wooda  on 
that  point  whieh  might  not  be  deenaed 
irrelevant.  With  lenpeet  to  those  which 
the  hon.  and  leamea  member  kaddea^ 
cribed  to  be  of  a  fantaatioal  oharactert 
lie  could  only  say,  that  many  of  the  lava 
on  our  statute  hooka  were  ohsoleta,  but 
why  they  were  so  it  was  not  material  now 
to  inquire.  The  hon.  and  leamed  gen* 
tleman  had  particularized  one  atatute* 
called  •<  the^lack  Act«*'  which  lelatad 
to  <^  offences  coinniitted  kk  black  fiK:ea,'* 
as  being  a  nuujuerade  atatute;  but  the 
fact  was,  that  from  the  lonal  ciicnmatancea 
attached  to  the  eoasmission  of  those  de« 
preddtions  which  that  law  went  to  curJv 
no  character  oould  be  asore  descfiptive  of 
the  deperadoes  who  wese  the  oDjopta  of 
iis  enactments  than  that  inaolved  in  the 
title  of  the  act.  All  those  slatutea  asight 
certainiSy  be  fit  subjects  of  ioquiry  at  some 
time  or  anodier,  but  amaly  their  absolute 
and  immediate  remov^  faom.  Ae  atatiHe. 
book  was  not  a  matter  of  imposaant  and 
urgent  necessity.  If  the  suppcesaioo  oCf 
crime  were  the  real  object  ef  the  Honsop 
surely  the  oonsideaalioe  ef  obsolete  star, 
tutes  ought  not  to  oecapy  tbeir.imosediate. 
attention.  With  aeiqpect  to  the  natwre  o^ 
other  oienoea  aHuded  ta  ky  tj^  l¥m*  aad; 
leamed  gentleman,  sochaslaaceny  ea«be»> 
zlementy  Ac.  their  coo^adesstiea  waa  imm 
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do*te%  •£  llw  SfitUafoftaiicft.  BtKif 
ewvr  tUre  ilrat  •  accoirity  of  tionbeet^ 
te  tM  dimiirita  of  ili0o«Nibe  with  thai 
In  uM  pulntHiiiontf  il  oxitlod  in  rc^cni 
lotlMe  e»te«  Sorely  it  #aa  most  inn 
portabt  to  kiiow  flie  bittoi'y  of  crime*  be^ 
fore  tbey  proeeedid  to  mieltte  upon  iti 
peiialttee ;  ond  fihoio  two  cnjecti^  he  nluit 
streotioiitly  ctntehd,  oiight  to  be  confided 
t0  iho  tanie  cdmmittee«  If  the  hon.  and 
Muned  gedUeimm't  argtuieoti  wer6  at 
ctraclodEve  at  ther  dppeared  to  htm  to 
be  otfaerwii^,  each  branch  of  the  quet* 
Ciooi  the  practical  add  the  abstract,  ooght 
to  go  to  a  tommUtoe;  but  eiren  in  that 
case  the  former  ought  to  precede  the 
latter;  the  lubitttote  thould  be  oofttidered 
bdford  the  alteratioti.  It  had  been  atated 
tbit  hd  had  not  ebterod  into  a  formal  view 
wd  diioloiure  6f  hit  own  intentiont  on  the 
aubject.  He  had  howeyer  add  aa  much 
tipew  itashe  km  prepared  to  do ;  and  had 
•sprewed  hia  readineis  to  eotertaiQ  any 
inopoaiiton  cdsipatMe  #ilh  what  he 
ainceilaly  beKered  to  b^  neceaaary  for  the 
proCcctioa  o^  life  and  property  in  the  coun^- 
tir.  He  eertainly  was  not  detiroui  of 
awn^  my  chanoe  in  the  primary  laws  of 
the  kmgdoB,  dnteaa  that  change  operated 
to  the  hhproTeroent  of  morali^  alia  to  the 
dimifinlion  of  criiie.  But  he  contended 
tiiult*the  wliote  hiqairy  abouM  be  carried 
on  by  the  aame  personi,  and  not  dia^ 
petted  among  Ya^ioua  hands,  the  reault  6f 
aftiidi  would  nec^warilV  be  partial  aaid 
liatited.  UndoobtedW^  it  was  desirable 
Chat  the  inqoAiy  should  go  on  aa  fast  as 
possible ;  bat  it  was  stiH  more  desirable 
that  il  shooM  be  a  complete  bqulryj-  The 
fsidlt  If  many  sintilar  mtestigations  had 
lieeBy  tnnt  gchClenMaf  wtf rd  more  anxious 
to  reoaive  tfaereportaof  eommitteesy  than 
to  embraoo  Hie  general  relationa  of  the 
mt^B^  aodarriv9  at  aaatislactaoy  result 
£?ery  body  was  anstious  for  an  m^uiry 
into  this  sobyeet)  but  he  was  solicitous 
IW  such  as  iMJuhj,  as,  while  it  achiered 
that  wfaleh  was  its  direct  obiect^  should 
also  protect  property  and  life  by  a  re|;ohi- 
tkoh  of  ofoor  poniaimientr.  Nor  did  he 
tfirok  such  sin  mquiry  innsi  necessarily  be 
one  of  very  extensive  duratioik  He  could 
not  persuade  himself  that  the  inquiries  of 
lie  eomtnlttee  appointed  last  n^  would 
weeopjr  ar  great  extant  of  tima.  He  did 
Bot  tninkAey  ought  to  charge  themsehras^ 
fbr  faistaHOB,  with  an  onanrination  inio  the 
eiadiitoatlsii  and  — asaamentofpriabnets^ 
Mt  hM  the  aSMo  oT  afory  gaol  hi  iHe 
Ungpiamir'  Mt  on^a  eeMtoiry,  hwtlww^t 


thay  allouM  l9ok.at  the  sdbjoetio  ir  larger 
iknoi  df  view^  for  the  purpose  df  eata^ 
Uisbiiig  getertf  p"^P^  ^^  acted 
on  eillier  by  the  €rown  or  by  the  Icgisfai* 
t«rh«  in  the  sppointnUnt  of  pers6bs  whoia 
habiu  rendered  theta  better  i)ualified  M 
the  re<]uiaiia  iatestigatioo.  80  With 
respisot  to  the  secondary  ponishmentaf  no 
immolate  pHrliamentarymcpftiry  appeared 
to  hidi  to  be  necessary,  either  as  to  thft 
httlksi  or  to  Botany  Bay.  The  Hoiuse 
ought  to  Ibok  at  thfe  questiob  lar||;ely,  as 
Mateimfto,  and  endeavour  to  ascertain 
wb^t  aheralton  in  the  general  character 
of  thdsepuaishmentii  was  likely  to  beb6» 
nOfidiil.  He  saw  no  reaaon  why  all  this 
might  not  be  satikfhctorily  acconlplished 
in  me  prelent,  or  at  farthest,  in  the  next 
sesiion.  There  might  be  matter  for  mi* 
ttute  inquiry^  sidiaequ^ntly  to  the  gvaai 
coteidetation  of  the  ganeral  <|oestion,  but 
se|lsrate  committees  to  examine  such  sub^ 
jects  tnight  easily  be  appointed,  and  work 
the  question  by  their  co-operation  Into  ds 
enlarged  a  state  as  mi^ht  be  desil-able. 
The  Hottle  would  decide  between  the 
two  courses^  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  move 
the  previous  qnestioii  on  the  motion  made 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  glinttennn,  not 
mm  any  wish  to  oppose  him,  not  from 
any  dinpoaitioii  to  nirow  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  inquirv,  oot  to  impede  the  pro- 
gress of  what  ne  feltwu  a  common  cause, 
but  bbcaite  he  conceived  the  adoption  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  a  viewa 
would  tend  to  aeparate  the  inquiry  into 
the  atale  of  the  criminal  law,  from  the 
inquirv  into  the  nature  of  punsihmenis^ 
thus  defeating  the  united  cooaideretioa  of 
arich  important  and  concomitant  lopica ; 
and  beteuse  therdbre  he  thought  the  ap* 
pointmdnt  of  the  Committee  of  last  niglil 
was  die  step  most  calcubrted  to  lead  Co 
advantagdous  results. 

Mr.  F<nbeU  Button  rose  and  said : 
Mr.  Speakcfk':^As  otoe  of  the  Com* 
mittatf  on  PrisonI,  which  was  nominated 
yeaCerday,  and  as  one  who  feels  a  siacere 
desire,  that  thb  Commitfee  may  discharge 
its  du^  to  this  Houses  and  to  the  country, 
I  win  state  why  I  think  that  the  subject 
of  Crimiiisl  Laws  ought  oot  to  devolve 
upon  it^  and  the  reaaon  is  verv  simples  it 
is,  becauaa  I  am  sure,  that  all  the  aeal  ef 
itft  members4-idl  their  ability,  and  M 
their  thne  will  be  wantmg  to  exeouti 
thoae  duties  which  havd  already  boen 
entrusted  to  them;  a<id  thmk  the  Houae 
wiH  coBcnr  in  thia  opinion,  when  it  Is 
recollected  how  much  has  been  already 
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committed  to  their  care.  Firet,  the  pri- 
fons  of  Eoglandf  Scotland,  and  -Ireland. 
Next,  the  system  by  which  those  prisons 
are  to  be  improved.  Next,  the  police  of 
Great  Britam.  Next,  transportation. 
Next,  the  hulks  in  the  river  Thames,  and 
lastly,  as  the  noble  lord  has  just  declared, 
a  colony  at  the  Antipodes,  to  be  entirely 
new  modelled.  And,  as  if  these  subjects, 
foreign  and  domestic,  practical  and  theo- 
retical, were  too  small  to  engage  the 
comprehensive  consideration  of  tnis  com- 
mittee, comes  forward  the  noble  lord,  and 
proposes  to  throw  in  the  whole  penal  law. 
Persuaded,  tliat  without  the  penal  law, 
there  is  more  than  sufficient,  but  with  the 
penal  law  there  will  be  more  than  can 
be  accomplished,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
persuade  the  House  to  detach  from  their 
inquiries,  this  distinct  but  most  important 
subject;  and  I  shall  do  it  by  showing,  that 
one<«ource  of  crime,  and  a  most  prolific 
one,  is  our  criminal  laws.  I  take  up 
those  lamentable  details  of  the  increase  of 
criminality  in  this  country-.-the  parlia- 
mentary returns.  I  say  that  offenders  are 
multipnedy  and  property  is  insecure,  be- 
cause your  law  is  vicious  in  principle,  and 
rroductive  of  crime  in  itS'  consequences, 
state  this  distinctly,  and  expressly  ad- 
dressing myself  to  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite,  because  that  gentleman 
did,  on  a  late  occasion,  more  than  hint  his 
vengeance  against  the  man  who  should 
presume  to  hold  up  this  (as  he  called  it^, 
the  front  of  the  constitution  to  reproacn. 
I  am  not  disposed  to  under-rate  the  weight 
with  which  his  indignation  will  fall  on  one 
80  little  competent  to  resist  or  to  retort 
it;  but,  neither  this  nor  any  other  conside- 
ration, shall  induce  me  to  abstain  from 
exposing  what  I  can  call  by  no  milder  term, 
than  the  utter  impolicy  of  our  criminal 
code.  But,  before  I  proceed  to  this,  I  roust 
sa^y  something  in  reply  to  two  observations 
of  the  noble  lord.  First  be  states,  that 
out  of  the  14,000  annual  offenders,  10,000 
will  lall  under  the  notice  of  the  committee 
proposed  by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
li^ow  it  is  clear,  that  none  can  so  fall, 
but  those  who  are  capitally  convicted,  and 
the  number  of  these  is  1,902.  I  need  not, 
therefore,  expend  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  in  convincing  the  noble  lord, 
that  10,000  cannot  be  a  part,  when  1,300 
is  the  total.  Another  observation  of  the 
noble  lord,  and  to  which  I  perceire  he 
attaches  considerable  importance,  is,  that 
this  increase  of  crime  originating  in  the 
war,  is  transitory  and  circumstantial ;  I 


maintain,  that  we  have  ieeuoa  to  appre- 
hend, that  it  will  prove  actual  and  pemui* 
nent.  I  do  not  deny  that  war  naa  its 
operation.  One  of  the  evils  of  a  state  of 
warfare  is,  that  it  gives  to  thoae  idio  are 
engaged  in  it,  habits  of  violence,  depre* 
dation,  and  even  cruelty,  which  ceasing 
to  be  employed  against  the  enemies,  are 
directed  against  the  subjects  and  citizens 
of  the  state.  Still,  this  is  by  no  means  an 
explanation  of  the  increase  of  criminality 
whidi  has  taken  place.  From  the  only 
records  we  possess,  I  take  the  ten  years 
p^t,  and  compare  them  with  ten  yeara 
similarly  circumstanced,  at  the  distance 
of  half  a  century,  each  containing  seven 
years  of  war,  and  three  of  peace;  and  it 
appears,  that  in  the  former  period,  the 
number  of  capital  convictions  in  Londoift 
and  Middlesex  were  S29,  and  in  the 
latter  1,402. 

To  prove  the  impolicy  of  our  criminal 
code,  I  first  state,  that  it  is  at  variance 
with  the  old  law  of  England;  that  our 
ancestors  confined  their  capital  denun* 
ciations  to  a  few  crimes  of  great  enonmty» 
that  we  extend  ours  to  a  vast  multitnde 
and  variety  of  offences.  To  prove  the 
first  part  of  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
refer  to  lord  Coke,  who  says  in  his  third 
Institute :  **  pleas  of  the  crown  and  cri- 
minal causes  are  most  of  them  by  act  of 
parliament,  and  some  by  common  law.'' 
And  another  high  legal  authority  states^ 
that  treasons  and  sacrilege  were  the  only 
crimes  punishable  with  death  by  the 
common  law.  To  prove  the  second  part, 
viz.  that  our  law  displays  no  such  absti- 
nence, I  refer  to  the 'advocate  of  that 
system,  Dr.  Paley»  who  says,  **  that  the 
law  of  England,  by  the  number  of  statutes 
creating  capital  offences,  sweeps  into  Uie 
net  every  crime  which,  under  any  possible 
circumstances,  may  meet  the  punishment 
of  death;''  and,  indeed,  as  he  confBsses 
in  the  next  page,  some  criaieSf*whicb,  by 
no  possible  contingency,  b^  no  conceiv- 
able )ieculiarity  of  aggravation,  can  merit 
that  penaltv.  Here,  then, are  twosystema 
precisely  the  reverse  of  each  other.  And 
this  will  appear  more  dear,  by  observing 
the  march  of  criminal  law  in  thb  country. 
Judge  Blackstooe  atatesi  that  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  circumstances  to  be  ob- 
served In  the  Saxon  laws  is,  the  extreOM 
paucity  of  capital  punishments.  Dee- 
cending  then  from  common  law  to  statute 
law,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  list  of  thoae 
offences,  which  at  this  moment  are  capital, 
in  iiamber  2^S;  the  fint  ia  the  ragu  of 
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Edward  Sfd,  mai  the  hst  in  the  present 
oentuiy,  comprishig  ft  (leriod  of  about4i50 
yean ;  of  theae  3^,  six  wete  enacted  in 
tlM  1*50  yean  firom  the  reign  of  Edwaid 
8rd,  to  the  death  of  Henr^r  7th.  In  the 
next  150  yeaiVt  from  the  accession  of 
Henry  8th|  to  the  accession  of  Charles 
Sndt  thirty  were  enacted;  and  in  the  last 
150  years'from  the  accession  of  Charles 
8nd«  to  the  present  dme,  187* 

Or  to  pot  it  in  another  point  of  Tiear, 
In  the  reigns  of  the  Ptsntageneta  •••      4 
In  the  reigns  of  tlie  Tudors •••....•••.•    27 

In  the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts S6 

In    the   reigns   of   the   House   of 

Brunswick.M • ••  156 

Or  to  make  it  still  stronger«-niore  crimes 
haTe  heen  denounced  as  capital  in  the 
reign  of  his  present  majestjr»  than  in  the* 
reiffns  of  the  PhntagenetSy  the  Tudora» 
nnd  the  Stuarts  combmed. 

I  think  it  important  to  owotion  these 
facts,  as  showing  the  tend^ness  with 
which  our  ancestors  proceeded  in  capital 
enactments,  as  contrasted  with  the  cderity 
which  has  characterised  their  descendantSt 
urith  that  readiness  in  the  lesislaturey  to 
gratify  every  petitioner,  friendly  or  hosiile« 
with  *<  a  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy." 
Success  in  all  other  applications  to  go^ 
vemment,  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Burke,  as 
Any  hon.  and  learned  friend,  has  so  ludi- 
crously stated,  was  problematical,  but  no 
man  netired  in  disappointment,  who  only 
craved  the  indulgence  of  a  **  felony  with- 
out benefit  of  clergT.*'"-Important,  as 
proving,  that  a  remaiiuible  tenderness  for 
Auman  life,  is  the  spirit  of  the  British 
constitution,  often  violated,  indeed,  by 
its  OMmarchs;  but  still  ito  true  spirit,  if 
that  spirit  may  be  collected  from  the 
dedarations  and  acts  of  our  ancestors. 
But,  important  also,  as  fomishmg  an 
answer  to  a  species  of  calumny,  miscalled 
argument,  which  has  been  directed  against 
the  proposer  of  this  motion,  and  those 
who  approve  the  revision  of  the  penal 
law,  as  if  it  were  our  purpose  to  substitute 
modem  invention  for  the  ancient  practice 
of  the  law  of  England.  Now,  I  would 
ask  ;«i»thb  ver^  new  theory^this  untried 
innovation— this  wild  speculation  of  yes- 
terday; what  does  it  prove  to  be? — ^the 
old  uw  of  Enfflandl  And  this  ancient 
venerable  fabrfc,  which  we  wbh  to  over- 
iiini«..What  is  this  ?  an  edifice,  which  has 
aprung  up  under  our  own  eyes,  to  whtdi 
additions  have  been  made  in  the  memory 
df  erery  man  who  hears  me,  and  of  which, 
4me  thiinl^  is  jpoly  so  antique  as  the  reign 


of  George  3rd,  and  ninMenths  pMerior 
to  the  accession  of  the  Brunswick  fiuaily. 
It  is  a  Act,  and  a  Tery  mdanoholy  fiMt» 
that  there  are  penams  fiving  in  tbb  king* 
dom,  at  whose  birth,  the  crimmal  .csoe 
contained  less  than  sixty  capital  oflimoea, 
and  who,  in  the  short  space  nermitled  to 
the  life  of  man,  have  seen  tnat  number 
quadrupled,— who  have  seen  an  act  pass, 
making  offences  capital  by  the  doaen  and 
by  the  score ;  and  what  is  worse,  bundling 
up  together  offimces,  trivial  and  atrocious^ 
some  nothing  short  of  murder  in  maUgnity 
of  intention,  and  othera  nothing  beyond 
a  civil  trespass;  I  say*  bundling  this  ill 
sorted  and  incongruous  package^  and 
stamping  upon  it,  •«  death  without  benefit 
of  clergy.  For  instaaooy  within  the 
memory  of  man,  a  famous  act  passed 
making  seventeen  ofienoes  capitd  atoncwt 
of  which  one  was,  wilfully  and  malicioiisly 
shooting  at  a  man;  and  another  was^ 
destroying  a  rabbit  in  a  warren:  of  whidi 
one  was  settioe  fire  to  a  housei  exposing 
its  owner  and  his  family  to  the  flameas 
and  another,  breaking  down  the  head  of 
a  fish-pond.  Here  they  are,  and  thirteew 
others,  in  one  i>aragraph.  But  you  will 
observe,  that  this  strange  annexation  of 
e^ual  penalty,  for  most  unequal  oSnioes; 
this  conjunction  of  acts,  between  which  the 
difierenoe  is  as  broad  and  palpable  as 
between  night  and.day ;  this  strange  and 
extravagant  generaliaation,  is  by  no  meana 
the  product  of  ancient  wisdom^  but  n 
creation  of  our  own  times. 

This  brings  me  to  the  second  point,  the 
first  being,  you  will  observe,  not  a  proo^ 
but  the  strongest  of  all  presumptions 
agmnst  our  svstem,  nsmely,  that  it  is  at 
variance  with  the  old  law  of  England. 
The  next  is,  that  it  is  at  variance  wlui  the 
principles  of  natural  justice.  It  ia  a 
principle  whidi  nature  has  implanted  in 
the  h«art  of  man,  and  which  no  hunMB 
law  can  emdicate-^thatt  as  there  are 
distinctions  in  guilt,  so  there  should  be 
distinctions  in  the  penalties  annexed  to 
It.  The  voice  of  nature,  or  to  go.higher. 
His  wordi  who  created  nature,  has  da* 
nounced  death  against  the  murderer! 
<•  Whoso  sheddeth  man's  blood»  by  nsan 
shall  his  bk>od  be  shed.**  Here  is  clear, 
explicit  authority,  and  here  the  public 
recognire  an  act  of  natural  justice;  but  if 
on  the  same  scaffold,  and  exposed  to  the 
sane  extremity,  stands  a  wretch,  who  has 
committed  a  crime  actually  not  atrodoua, 
and  comparatively  most  venial ;  where  in 
the  divine  Jaw  will  you  find  tbewaiiaat  ? 
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tfid  irihirv  in  tliB  fcMngrf  tf  onnKlrid^ 
will  yotf  flvA  tM  BpprbrsA  of  hw  es^cu* 
llM?  Pablie  ibfltag  alvojrs  tp^olcB  dft 
dMik  tfMalotib  t  fiate  act  irh«t  I  baoAh 
f^m^  tet  wlnt  h^  hUfffewii  In  tbis  oitr 
«9f>f  latdly^  Whem  ib«  muirderer  is 
to^aght  ibrthi  tberd  it  opprdbfteion;  silent 
todoM^  bm^iutty  imsci^ant  as  he  i^  his 
dtetem  fbfbidt  the  iftsult  ef  a  triatni^) 
bul  tflfU^  ftpp^DbatftfA  markdl  and  express- 
»l¥^  But  when  another  k  produced  en 
H  AiMv*  d#f,  but  on  the  tomescaffoM^ 
iNfao  hm  bml  convkfied  ef  sobie  lesser 
oflwod,  forg^  &n  iMtance,  be  is  received 
bi  Motfaei^  nHUiDeri  dnd  comnliserHted 
With  tftfaei^  telisfi  t  and  when  thd  drop 
ftlls,  #hieh  i^oleiitly  elpcds  him  from  lilb, 
m  cry  spontaneiGtasly  rises  of^nurder! 
Tbey  cbflfge  the  Idvr  widi  muMer.  And, 
aa  i  tbidk  jmAff  temperately^  and  ti^aij 
au4bey  <a»lws  aiy  feelidfe  at  IsaMi  foi"  I 
dioy  Ib6  Joiti^  of  that  warrant^I  im'- 
aMflh  the  equity  of  thtft  senteiiee}  I  a^ 
kimrMg^  tfait  le|(ishttoi%  bm^  deter** 
ahw  tpifk^  ptAp^rty  and  pesat>gMOPa»  and 
lilt  thoQikm  tfther  AlrcaniicanMtt  but 
IM  fa  al««d^  and  aaay  not  be  ioTided, 
WMlMMt  Cba  express  penoMon  of  Hhn 
who  gave  tt|  and  to  send  An  isiqpefiefaeible 
eoiily  awpwipaied  and  marepentaat,  ter  a 
atMtdv  perhape  df  eedles*  mn^ry,  for  fergs- 
lag  a  oaiA  fioMd  bank  ihotei  is,  leomfese, 
iWbatKiatf  in  liiv  eyiAi. 

I  hsre  fkfl,  hoirever^  the  pvesunipliOB 
to  iiit>p«Mr  that,  hi  opiaiita  io  bovel,  ei*, 
more  properly,  so  antiquated^  I  shall  win  the 
wMidlnrMMi  of  aosMy  gientieutea.  I  shall, 
iberaferiv  eonteat  n^elf  with  obaervinif, 
bvied^  ihaiAflhcinif  the  sane  penalty,  and 
ihat  penalty  utter  destnselien  to  the  ninr- 
dw^,-  td  the  ibvgesi  tcr  the  destroyer  of  a 
hdpOMo^  at  •§  the  femae  attadhedi  to  a 

Is  ihtr  tiM»  poiati  and  I  couM  wish  that 
tMa  tfoeitiiiia  wer#  to  be  detoriiiined  by 
iiapeWdtone^  t  knew  dbe  soase  doubt 
idW#)W  oaage  4»  an  aiguaieiit  dedueed 
€M»  absnact  ptiawlpies  of  aataval  }asticA ; 
jad^  lb*  my  own  oMe^  I  nrast  coikfess,-  if 
^My  gebtl«Biitt  cecdd  arise,  and  say,  Your 
aaiiiiir  that  wbht  ia  unjMit  cannot  be 
Wile;  11  dpedioiai'  enough  3  hot  faotf  arb 
Miaai  tott  ^  and  thisn,  iu'  illostrailidn  ef 
tawsantittieaia^*  c4uid  taike  «p  thia  mcurn 
elefailfttvedoHaltted,  dnd  adumphaotiy 
aajTr  ohMvetiDWi  u  earr  eriaoiaal  code  has 
fMereaaed^  eriainatf  aeta  hik¥e  deeseaaed; 
•baeifnv  Ibi^  iaMiMM^  howfev^  BABhi  fo9- 
g0rla#  hmit  beM  oouenHMd^  hir  the  last 
JMKW  If  M  MNMf^it>|^  t»  oar  fUktM^ 


and  eHctt  an  iargiimeiH  fmnlheif  atipbi^ 
lloky  irf'rosi^  and  theitf  ieareitjr  of  infas* 
btthnta  t  if  any  aaan  ottald  fMcnd  that 
We  ba¥e  been  sheMered  from  fraud  and 
ffdbbery,  by  the  aHolesatee  HgoUr  of  tniT 
laws ;  if,  in  faet^  in  ansWer  to  my  ftrgumeiit 
i^tnst  the  jiisiiee  of  the  systend^  such  de- 
monstratioiiseftU  policy  could  be  adduMl* 
I  Confess  I  have  not  thai  confidence  in  ailj^ 
abstract  prinidple  which  would  ihduce  mid 
to  uphold  my  opinion ;  but,  unfortunately, 
kn  appeal  to  each  of  these  aenreea  wT 
information  only  proves  that  the  aceunEHi* 
lation  of  criminal  ]$^  is  paralleled  by  sift 
rapid  sn  aoeuiAulatiDn  of  criminality.  Aa 
Id  M  policy  f  then,  permit  me  to  state  the 
line  of  proof  I  mean  to  adopt.  The  sol^ 
jeoi  is  k  wide  one.  I  hare  endeatoored 
td  oonsidlsr  it  in  all  its  branches;  but  it 
is  not  biyiivtention  to  distress  tfieoomrteaj 
of  the  House  by  leading  it  through  ibaft 
exttosire  oireuiti  Some  part  of  my  ebae 
Imustabandom  Ihlean,thetorore,  toab^ 
stain  from  rdasoniog  and  discussion,  abdl 
to  confine  myself  principally  tm  facta» 
leavinr  the  Hooee  to  draw  th6  itdkk^otm^ 
What  1  mean  to  proTC  is,  that  the  s^erity 
of  the  law  has  raised  up  a  power  in  thia 
oonat^,  which  ahnak  and  abrogates  that 
law,  by  Awouring  the  lacape  m  the  crr- 
mioal,  aold  that  this  bdstile  force  is  pnbltc 
ot>iiiioa, 

Terfflbm  a  doe  estimate  of  this,  gentle^ 
nben  most  remember  the  peculiar  eonk 
etructiow  of  the  hrar  of  Edgland.  Ia  other 
ooudtries  the  whdle  process  of  proaecutian 
devolves  dn  the  Crown.  One  set  of  oflbperp 
paid  by  the  Crown,  arrest  the  oOendera; 
adother  set  of  officers  search  otit  the  eri^ 
dence;  a  third  eoritdoct  the  prosecution; 
aad  a  foarth  pronounce  their  verdict :  aoi^ 
asilr  all  thia^  there  is  Kttle  interfetentedf 
the  public,  ^  diere  i*  little  necessity  fM: 
conanltiag  their  opinions.  But  all  thia  ia 
feveieed  m  England*  Our  whole  system 
of  driiiiBal  jurisprudeihce  proceeds  on  the 
presum|ktiok»  that  the  la#  will  be  aided 
by  the  public.  •  Wanting  a  spy  m  every 
house,  and  a  eroWd  d£  police  officers  in 
every  streetr  tnd  a  pubUo  prosecutor  ever 
ready  to  undertais  all  labour  and  all 
espetise^  the  presuMption  is  that  theae 
defiei^aoies  will  be  supplied  by  the  active 
eoMiperation  of  th4  peMeL  I  do  net 
oemplaia  of  this  system ;  I  highly  apphmd 
it ;  It'  dniplays  die  tstie  spirit  of  hbeHy, 
Olid  bespeahs  the  mvtoal'  confidenoe  e^ 
Istinf  between-  the  kgidarure  and  the 
dortmiMty:  yet^  whle  oi  it  ir,  il  is 
8traii0rfy  daran|«dy  wheal  the  >iblfc  iw- 
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ir«  are  9rrivMii  •i^  Miii  csfMWs  ^  puK^Up 
dmy  tbeir  twitaAc^t  «iw)  9P«  p<»nii>iiied 
not  for  tho  lawi  livt  Agaio^t  it. 
.  Tbo  publte»  m  ptoiecMtpfi,  fod  w^ 
Iu0t9nt  «t  tbe  eiini|ie  of  «  qrifnina],  l)u^ 
still  nore  roluctMt  to  be  mtrimieQtal  to 
bit  death.  Seone  of  dutv»  of  intereiUb 
dotine  of  veiigflaiice»  «ro  found  to  be  but 
fooUe  inotivM.  if  hea  contrasted  witb  tbo 
dread  tbejr  enterteiq  of  eloodipg  tbeiv 
davpi  aod  bnrtheniQS  their  QopfK»eoco 
with  the  blood  of  a  felToir-croatarQ.  The 
pubiio,  aa  witnestes*  hove  ea  irroaiatible 
hiu  in  favour  of  the  pnoooer ;  it  if  ao 
eaay  to  •upprotf  a  few  mcts,  end  to  take 
qf  the  edga  of  otbera ;  the  prefooce  of 
the  crinioali  whqeo  life  haogf  upon  your 
ioterimtation  of  a  fact,  and  the  auppoied 
iojuatice  of  the  hw*  pleed  ao  powerfuUy 
ija  his  faYOun  that  to  expeot  thel  wi|^ 
neatei  will  tall  the  truth,  ai|d  the  whole 
troth,  ia  to  expect  more  than  humaii 
nature  will  ever  perform*  The  Mvae  may 
be  eaid  of  jurien,  of  judgea  too,  and  of  the 
adviwrf  of  the  Crown*  Do  I  joie  ip  tho 
cry  against  theie  latter  gentWfQen  aa  if 
thcgr  irere  nanguioary,  and  thirsting  for 
human  blood?  It  would  ill  becoideono 
who  bos,  upon  ipore  than  one  oceasioo, 
veotufod  to  iotmde  upon  tbQai»  to  etoto 
aosM  minqle  fiict«  or  «onie  week  argu^ 
ttient,  which  miaht  tend  to  the  edrautqge 
of  a  ooodemnea  felon ;  aad  who  has  ever 
found  them  not  indiifereiit,  not  thirsting 
for  huoMui  blood,  but  moat  anaiously  do? 
Straus  to  disoover  any  fact,  hovef er  inr 
coQsiderable,  which  minht  posaibly  tend 
to  justify  a  mitigation  of  the  sentence.  I 
wiiliDglybear  this  merited  testimony ;  hut 
what  doea  it  amount  to?  Thai  we,  the 
people  of  England,  who  pride  nursehrea 
upon  nothing  so  much  as  that  we  are 
governed  notby  will,  butby  law;  thatwearn 
protected  from  the  rigour  of  our  own  law 
hv  the  interlierence  of  the  mim'iitera  of  the 
Crowiu  I  say*  theoi  that  while  the  law 
presumes  upon  the  voluntary  service  of 
the  nommunity,  end  c^ts  the  major  pari 
€^  the  busthen  upon  it,  the  severity  of  the 
law  enlisls  waty  rnan^  in  favour  of  the 
prisoncs^  I  judge  by  the  oonversatioPt 
and  I  judge  by  the  conduct  of  preoeoutor^ 
witoeaaes,  nod  jurymen,  thai  ihey.  era 
desirous  tn  facilitala  the  esoape  of  the 
^(liky;  nod  will  not  tlm  mipdnanee  of 
wfory  yentUmao  bear  me  out,  when  1 
majniaia  that  a  aaoral  pleaanre  is  fiikr 
nayt  vesji  censmonly,  an  avowed  aalifri 
fiidlien  i^  ^peetsad,  aft  the  acqnittal  of  a 
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mon  OPtoriQiirfy  gnHiyi  oo  nMer  hgr 
what  qoh*)c  qf  lAWm-no  lootter  by  wboi 
miiinterprot/aioo   of   feot9tf*jio  mpunr. 

by  whut  coUuiive  siippriviflon  of  evidoMs 
-^no  metter  by  whet  violation  of  oelbw 
the  prifoner  eaoepef i  end  the  whole  Oowrt 
rcjoi^  I  judge*  counsel,  proseoeloni  witf« 
nesf  esi  s pecteloie,  aU  rojoioe  thel  the  Um 
h^f  been  dqfiiaqded  of  its  viciipii.  Let  all 
thift  bo  qoofideved  ee  mero  oiserlioii » I 
a^knomoio.  Nows  I  will  prove  it«  Firsi, 
as  to  proaeco|of8«  Every  mani  who  boown 
apy.  thing  of  merceotile  offaiiVt  knowe  how 
meny  fraudulent  bonkrnpteiea  leke  plaee« 
It  was  proved  befbre  a  ooewniltee  of  thiq. 
Houeot  that  there  ere  pewM  io  liondon 
who  meke  a  trede  of  proving  ftbe  debisi 
it  wqe  stated  \ij  vesy  nl^b  eulhorily.  that 
the  mejority  or  eommissioM  of  bonibvpi-i 
ciee  ipey  be  ooof  idered  aa  eonspireeins  tw 
defimud  the  faif  croditorw  Here^  thesvie' 
asufiiQieqQFofcrio(e:  bqwatiftponishwlfr 
NetalalL  Iholdmmybeedanaooanol 
of  ihq  perione  pommitied  la  priaonCoe. 
the  hial  seven  yeors,  and  I  eooMit  find  Am 
name  of  on*  baiidulenl  bankrn^t;  and* 
whet  is  the  oause  of  such  unmemed  iai^ 
punity  ?  Your  commitlee  asy,  ^  beawsa 
the  kw  is  so  severe,  and  so  repug^umt  to 
the  common  sentiment  of  maokind*  thai 
it  becomes  totally  inefioieni  in  ita  opem'% 
tioii<"  Here,  then,  ia  a  crime  not  dimottlt 
of  proof,  of  extreme  injurjr  ta  Unde  when 
conunitled,  cooneitted  dadv,  nod  bropghk 
home  to  the  severity  of  toe  lew*  Am  I 
not  justified  in  saying,  that  tbq  prepo^t 
terouatigottf  of  thai  law  has  acreepod  lew 
thousand  delinqnents  ftwm  public  juslieof 
The  bw,  by  deqkrag  that  this  erimnshiAl 
be  pqoidied  with  death,  baadeclarod  thaiii 
shall  net  he  punished  at  all.  Thebewboa 
been  bent  till  it  has  snapped  aaunder*  That 
act,  which  was  intended  to  peventdm 
evil,  haa  nrovod  an  eel  el  indemnity  mid 
free  paioon  tio  the  fraudulent  bqwi^t^ 
and  en  apt  of  ruin  nM  destruelMm 
to  many  a  Gur  tradev.  I  hope  tka$  gen<« 
tlemen,  who  are  aure  that  aeveracy  doen 
not  produce  crime,  will  do  me  the  fwrone 
to  oBord  ase  en  aaawer  to  this  fed. 

Agein»  everviroercantilnmaii^  dnrm^  til» 
past  year,  has  neaed  of  numeroos  instanofo 
of  focjffary  on  indiuiduala;  ipt  faet^  whoeeer 
haa  mined  at  aM  wiik  sotfietjFt  or  haa  osad 
the  pnbfio  papess,  ceanot  fiul  to  roooHeeO 
sewmoetooflli^desoriplbn»  liawheiN. 
pane  it,  that  a  erime  no.  fiwMiaqnt  In  two 
Qly,  ia  aa  rmsly  dvonssed  «l  the  Oil. 
BnOof?  I  hoWm  my  handnsMamm* 
of  the  nnwber  of  petteoo  nnmmHlii  tw. 
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prison  in  London  and  Middlesex  duHng 
the  last  year,  and  it  appears  that  two  only 
have  been  sent  there  for  forgery  on  indi- 
viduals. How  happens  it,  I  repeat,  that 
the  crime  is  so  treqaent,  and  the  com- 
mittals for  it  so  rare  ?  Facts  shall  explain 
the  difficolty.  A  friend  of  mine  in  Lorn* 
bard-street  received  a  visit  from  a  gentle- 
man, who  told  him,  that  he  had  pint 
detected  a  forgery  on  himself,  had  seized 
the  culprit,  and  had  released  him,  becanse 
he  coiud  not  endore  the  idea  of  having 
him  execnted*  He  had  hardly  left  my 
friend's   counting-house  before  another 

S>nileraan  entered ;  he  had  also  that  day 
scovered  a  forgery.  He  said,  the  author 
of  it  iS|  to  my  certain  knowledge,  in  this 
street,  and  there  he  may  remain,  for  I 
will  not  han^  him.  I  mention  these  two 
gentlemen  witb  the  more  confidence,  be- 
cause they  stand  in  the  very  6rst  rank  of 
mercantile  men ;  perhaps  there  are  not  in 
Europe  ten  men  with  the  same  extent 
of  pecuniary  transactions,  and,  therefore, 
there  are  not  ten  men  so  deeply  interested 
in  the  detection  and  ponishoMnt  of  for- 
gery; nevertheless,  both  the  culprits  are 
at  this  moment  at  liberty,  and  would  as 
certainly  have  been  at  this  moment  in 
gaol,  if  the  penalty  of  their  offence  had 
been  any  thing  short  of  death* 
•  Again,  a<  mend  aS  mine,  a  country 
banker,  had  a  forgery  committed  on  him. 
Now,  this  is  a  very  serious  thing  to  a 
country  banker;  it  impairs  his  credit :  he, 
therefore,  Ostensibly  took  every  measure 
to  bring  the  delinquent  to  justice.  A 
customer  of  hb,  who  had  received  con- 
siderable favours  from  him,  came  to  him, 
and  said,  I  have  now  an  opportunity  of 
repaying  all  your  kindness  to  me;  I  have 
discovered  the  retreat  of  the  forger :  come 
with  me,  and  he  shall  be  in  your  custody 
in  twenty-four  hours.  After  some  deli- 
beration, my  friend  replied,  You  have, 
indeed,  an  opportunity  of  repaying  all 
my  supposed  liberality  to  you ;  and  you 
will  do  so,  bv  concealing  from  me,  and 
from  every  other  human  being,  the  retreat 
of  this  villain ;  for,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I 
will  not  hang  hhn.  A  short  time  ago,  1 
began  to  msike  a  collection  of  fiicis  of  this 
kind.  The  first  person  to  whom  I  applied 
mentioned  one;  the  next  four;  the  next 
between  forty  and  fifit^,  that  liad  come 
within  his  ow4i  recognizanpe ;  I  then  ap- 
plied lo  mv  honourable  friend,  who  sits  in 
the  Seat  aoove,  the  nsember  for  London, 
idho  aaaurse  me,  that  daring  ibe  two  years 
s»  nlriek,  ha  waa  ehiof  asagistral*  of  the^ 


metroflolis,  the  eAses  of  this  sort  whidi 
came  before  him  were  innomerable.  Now^ 
I  pot  it  to  the  House,  whether  the  facts 
that  I  have  stated,  the  rarity  of  prosecu** 
tioils,  in  ctfses  of  forgery  on  individuals, 
and  the  utter  imptinity  of  tens  of  thoa* 
sands  of  fraudulent  bankrupts,  do  not  war* 
rant  this  conclusion— that,  in  nine  casca 
out  of  ten,  where  a  crime  not  very* 
heinous  in  itself  is  capital  by-law,  pro^- 
secutors  abstain  from  prosecuting?  I  shall' 
hscve  occasion  again  to  revert  to  this  sop*' 
position,  and,  therefore,  I  am  anxiou» 
that  the  House  should  now  determine 
whether  they  do  or  do  not  cooeur  witb 
me.  With  respect  to  witnesses^  the  facta 
I  have  collected  are  not  very  striking.  I, 
indeed,  did  know  a  case,  in  which  a  wit* 
neas  took  care  to  absent  hiaoself ;  and  the 
reason  he  gave  me  was,  that  he  was  not 
disposed  to  assist  in  hanging  a  man*  Id 
another  case,  the  witnesses  in  a  body  went 
down  to  the  court ;  in  a  body  they  retired 
to  a  private  room,  and  there  thej  re* 
mained,  no  one  knowing  their  hidinff- 
place,  till  the  prisoner  was  accjuitted. 
but  I  will  not  fatigue  the  House  with  any* 
further  facts  relative  to  witnesses,  but 
hasten  to  a  more  important  subject. 

With  respect  to  juries,  cardinal  Wolsey* 
observed,  of  the  juries  of  bis  day,  that 
they  were  so  addicted  to  blood,  that  cliey 
would  find  Abel  guilty  of  the  murder  of 
Cain.  If  such  was  then  their  character,- 
it  has  since  undergone  a  very  great,  andr 
surely  a  very  salutary,  chan^ ;  for,  at  this- 
moment,  a  capital  conviction,  excepting - 
in  cases  of  atrocity,  is  seldom  procured  • 
without  difficulty.  For  instance:  two 
men  were  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  last 
autumn— the-  evidence  was  demonstra* 
tion.  To  say  that  no  one  doubted  their 
guilt,  is  to  speak  too  favourably  of  the 
priaoners :  no  one  entertained  the  shadow 
of  a  suspicion  of  the  possibility  of  tbeii^ 
innocence ;  tliey  were,  however,  acquitted  > 
but,  when  the  next  da^  a  man  was  in- 
dicted for  the  same  oftenoe,  but  on  the 
minor  charge,  the  jury  upon  the  same,  or 
as  nearly  as  possible  the  same  evidence, 
found  bim  guiltj  without  leaving  the  bos* 
.  A  man,  whose  memory  must  have  been 
recalled  to  us  by  the  discussion  of  thia 
night,  and  to  whom  so  feeling  a  tribute 
has  been  paid-  by  my  hon*  and  learned 
friend,  and  wboae  fate,  a  subject  of  un- 
affected gcief  to  all  who  can  love  private 
worth  «nd  boaeur  public  merit,  is  doubly- 
-deplorable  to  those  «who  want  Ua  aid  m- 
this  cause;  for  te  Um  may  be.  Uppliad  the 
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tioiple  inscription  placed  by  the  Canha- 

£'niaDB  on  the  tomb  of  Hannibal:  <<  We 
toent  him  at  all  timet,  but  vehemently 
do  we  detire  him  in  the  day  of  battle."— 
This  gentleman  mentioned  the  case  of  a 

J'ury  who  founds  by  their  verdict,  that  two 
ills  of  exdmnge,  value  10^  each,  and 
eight  Bank  notes,  value  KA*  each,  were 
worth  but  thirty-nine  shillings;  that  is, 
they  declare,  as  they  hope  for  salvation, 
so  help  them  God,  that,  to  the  best  of 
their  belief,  one  hundred  is  less  than  two. 
This  fact  speaks  conviction.  Is  it  not 
evident,  that  a  conflict  has  been  excited 
in  their  minds  between  the  sanctity  of  an 
oadi,  and  the  superior  sacredness  of 
human  life,  and  that  the  latter  has  pre- 
vailed ?  I  refer  the  House  to  the  following 
case  given  by  Mr.  Grose.  A  man  swore, 
that  going  to  bed  in  his  own  house,  he 
wound  up  his  watch,  put  it  into  hb 
breeches  pocket,  put  his  breeches  under 
his  pillow,  and  went  to  sleep.  During  the 
night,  a  thief  got  privately  mto  the  house, 
stole  the  watch,  and  was  detected  in 
pawnmg  it.  The  jury  found  the  thief,  a 
very  young  lad,  guilty  of  stealing,  but  not 
in  the  dwelling-bouse.  To  make  coBMwm 
sense  of  this  verdict,  as  the  commentator 
observes,  the  breeches  must  have  con* 
veyed  themselves  out  of  the  house,  and 
their  motive  must  have  been  a  desite  td 
be  robbed.  Having  succeeded  in  a  wish 
so  natural  to  a  pair  of  breeches,  they 
must  have  returned,  re-entered  the  room, 
and  replaced  themselves  under  the  pillow ; 
and  there  their  master  found  them  the 
next  morning,  without  once  suspecting 
thehr  midnight  truancy. 

Let  me  ask  one  plain  question :  is  it 
not  better  that  the  law  should  be  altered, 
than  that  it  should  be  subjected  to  these 
evasions,  which  would  be  laughable 
enough,  if  merriment  were  not  repressed 
by  the  recollection  of  the  perjury  they 
include,  and  perjury  too,  where  perjury 
inflicts  an  incurable  wound ;  for  I  say, 
not  that  the  integrity  of  juries  is  a  point 
of  importance,  but  that  it  is  the  point  on 
which  all  depends,  the  only  security  we 
hold  for  our  possessions,  our  liberties,  our 
lives.  And  gentlemen  will  agree  with 
me,  that  this  is  too  delicate  to  be  sported 
with,  when  they  recollect  the  condition 
of  England  at  that  time,  when  juries  lost 
their  mtegrity.  I  refer  to  the  reign  of 
Charles  2d.  First,  the  conscience  of  juries 
was  in  the  keepinff  of  the  popular  party : 
hence,  the  PcMpim  plot,  detestable  as  it 
was  then  called  by  its  advoonesk  andde- 
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testable  as  it  has  ever  been  called  by  all 
posterity.  Soon  after,  the  conscience  of 
juries  was  under  the  direction  of  the 
Crown,  and  hence  the  death  of  Sidney 
and  of  Russell.«-Snrely,  it  is  a  matter  of 
religious  awe  that  the  Deity  should  be 
thus  formally  invoked  to  witness  wilful 
perjuries ;  and,  descending  from  this  guilt 
to  its  consequences,  it  is  no  common 
cause  for  political  alarm,  and  well  worthy 
the  consideration  of  a  British  parliament, 
that  the  faith  of  our  guardians  should  be 
exposed  to  temptation;  and  that  temp- 
tation the  more  insidious,  because  its 
origin  is  a  sense  of  justice  and  a  love  of 
mercy. 

It  may,  however,  be  contended,  that 
the  facts  to  which  1  have  referred  prove 
that  juries  have,  in  some  instances,  given 
verdicts  contrary  to  their  oath ;  but  not 
that  this  has  been  done  to  any  great 
extent.  I  maintain,  that  this  reluctance 
to  convict  is  general,  and  I  can  prove  it 
by  documenu  on  your  table.  During 
Mit  session,  a  paper  wae  presented  to  this 
House,  stating  the  number  of  persons 
committed  to  prison,  and  the  number  of 
these  who  were  acquitted  and  convicted. 
By  acmaratjog  those  ofiiHSoes  which  are 
capital  from  those  otherwise  punishable, 
I  find  this  very  curious  residt— >In  capital 
cases,  one  man  in  every  three  is  ac* 
quitted ;  in  cases  not  capital,  only  one 
man  in  every  five  is  acquitted :  that  is, 
there  is  one  acquittal  for  two  convictions 
in  capital  cases,  and  one  acquittal  for 
four  convictions  in  cases  not  capital.  In 
short,  therefore,  the  proportion  of  ac- 
quittals in  capital  cases  is  nearly  double 
what  it  is  in  cases  not  capital.  I  take 
another  instance.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
list  of  persons  prosecuted  for  forgery  on 
the  Bank,  during  the  last  twenty-one 
years.  The  law  during  that  time  has 
undergone  a  great  change ;  during  the  first 
seven  years,  almost  all  tried  were  tried  on 
the  capital  charge ;  during  the  last  seven 
years,  three-fourths  have  been  indicted 
for  the  minor  offence.  The  law,  then, 
being  substantially  mitigated,  if  my  prin- 
ciples be  true,  it  ought  to  follow,  that 
with  the  decrease  of  the  punishment, 
there  is  an  increase  of  certainty  of  con- 
viction. And  so  it  is.  During  the  first 
seven  years,  one  in  three  were  acquitted ; 
during  the  last  seven  years,  one  in  eight. 
But,  without  taking  advantage  of  this 
illustration,  I  revert  to  the  fact  deducible 
from  the  returns  of  all  persons  committed 
in  England  and 'Wales ;  via*  that  the  pro- 
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babilities  of  conviction  are  twice  as  great 
in  cases  not<capital  as  in  cases  which  are  ! 
by  law  punishabte  with  death.  - 

Now  for  the*appIication  of  these  fiicts. 
You  win  obseifve,'  that  every  criminal  has 
certain  natural  chances  of  escape.  He 
eommits  a  felony ;  that  felony  may  never 
be  discovered ;  if  discovered,  he  may  not 
be  suspected  as  its  author ;  if  suspected, 
proof  may  be  wanting ;  proof  being  sup* 
plied,  he  may  not  be  apprehended.  These 
are  natural  chances  in  favour  of  the  cri- 
minal :  they  must  be  calculated  at  some- 
thing;  but,'  whether  that  something  be 
two  to  one,  or  two  hundred  to  one,  in 
favour  of  the  criminal,  is  a  matter  of  in- 
difference to  my  argument.  I  will  put 
them  at  that  to  which  I  think  they  most 
nearly  approach,  viz.  five  to  one.  But  I 
have  proved  that  it  is  highly  probable  that 
the  reluctance  to  prosecute  augments  his 
natural  chances  of  escape  ten  to  one ; 
that  is,  what  was  by  nature  five  to  one, 
becomes  fifty*  to  one.  I  have  proved, 
that  the  reluctance  of  juries  to  convict  in 
capital  cases,  doubles  these  chances;  so 
we  have  arrived  at  one  hundred  to  one 
in  favour  of  die  criminal  that  he  will  not 
be  capitally  convicted.  Being 'capitally 
convicted,  what  are  hischancelB  against 
execution?  Government  has-  saved  me 
the  trouble  of  calculating  this.  It  appears, 
that  if  acriminaNbe  capitally  convicted, 
it  is  ten  to  one  he  will  not  be  executed; 
so  that  we  are  arrived  at  this— it  is  five 
to  one  he  will  not  be  detected,  fifky  to 
one  he  will  not  be  prosecuted,  one  hun- 
dred to  one  he  will  not  be  convicted,  and 
one  thousand  to  one  that  the  sentence 
pronounced  by  the  law  will  never  be 
carried  into  enecX* 

Gentlemen  will  naturally  startle  at  so 
extraordinary  a  result.  I  confess,  I  did 
so  myself,  when  I  first  considered  the 
subject.  I  distrusted  premises  which  led 
to  so  strange  a  conclusion.  I  thought 
they  proved  too  much :  nevertheless  that 
conclusion  is  true,  and  true  to  a  mathe- 
matical demons!  ration. 
•  In  the  majority  of  criminal  cases,  we 
know  the  whole  numbers  of  persons  im- 
prisoned, convicted,  and  executed;  but 
we  do  not  know  the  whole  numbers  of 
crimes  of  that  description  committed. 
Evidently,  therefore,  wanting  this  ma- 
terial fact,  we  cannot  arrive  at  any  certain 
comparison.  But  there  is  one  species  of 
capital  offence  in  this  country  in  which 
we  have  the  precise  numt>er  of  crimes 
perpetrated,  as  well  aa  the  jnimber  of  per- 


sons prosecered,  convicted,  and* executed. 
It  appears  by  the  return  pk-esented  to  thia 
House  last  year,  that  in  the  year  181 7» 
31,180 forged  Bsnk notes  werepresented 
for  payment  at  the  Bank.  They  mast 
then  have  been  issued;  that  is,  81,180 
capital  ofiences  were  committed.  .  By 
another  paper  it  appears  that  148  persone 
were  prosecuted ;  thai  62  were  capitally 
convicted,  and  14  executed.  That  is,  it 
is  212  to  1  that  a  man  committing  thia 
species  of  capital  offence  will  not  be  pro- 
secuted ;  500  to  1  he  will  not  be  capitally 
convicted,  and  2,220  to  1  he  will  not  be  ' 
executed.  I  entreat  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this;  it  is  indisputable;  the 
premises  are  parliamentary  documents, 
and  the  deduction  is  true  if  there  be 
truth  in  arithmetic. 

And,  Sir,  as  the  fact  is  certain,  so  is 
it  of  the  highest  importance,  It  has 
been  a  matter  of  wonder  to  many  wise 
men,  that  the  people  of  England,  the 
most  moral  and  religious  people  on  the 
face  of  the  globe,  are  at  the  same  time 
the  nation  in  which  crime  appears  to  be 
the  most  prevalent.  I  put  my  finger  on 
the  fact  V  hate  stated,  and  1  say  here  is 
in  some  measure  the  cause;  it  is  the 
doubtfulness  of  punishment,  it  is  the 
extreme  uncertainty  of  the  law,  generated 
by  its  extreme  severity,  which  operates  aa 
a  powerful  temptation  and  inducement  to 
crime* 

Observe  again,  Sir,  how  this  fact  un- 
veils the  weakness  of  an  argument  stronglr 
insisted  on  by  a  high  authority  in  this 
country.  It  has  been  said,  «*  Tell  a  youth 
who  meditates  an  act  of  criminality,  that 
for  such  an  offence  he  may  be  transported, 
this  motive  will  have  a  certain  effect; 
but,  teM  him  that  he  may  be  hanged,  and 
if  'not  banged,  he  may  still  be  trans- 
ported, and  the  effect  will  be  greater, 
because  the  dread  of  transportation  re- 
maining in  one  case  as  strong  as  in  the 
other,  you  have  in  the  latter  alfthe  benefit 
of  that  apprehension  which  arises  from 
the  possibility  of  death/'  The  error  of 
this  argument  is  the  assumption  of  a  fact, 
viz.  that  you  gain  this  benefit,  and  pay  no 
equivalent  for  it.  Now,  I  have  proved 
that  you  do  pay  a  price,  and  a  very  heavy 
one— a  vast  augmentation  of  the  chances 
of  escape.' 

Now,  let  us  consider  for  a  moment,  the 
efiect  of  this  increased  uncertainty  on  the 
mind  of  the  criminal.  I  know  it  is  very 
difficult  to  explore  the  recesses  of  the  hu- 
man hearty  and  to  detect  the  motives 
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operate  on'haman  conduct ;  especially,  it 
ia  difficult)  with  a  class  of  persons  who  stand 

EHsnIiar  and  distinct  from  the  rest  of  man- 
nd^^who  have  rejected  the  law  of  reason 
and  Tirtae,  and  have  yielded  themselves 
implicitly  to  the  guidance  of  passion  and  of 
impulse.  Yet,  creatures  of  excess  as  they 
are,  they  have  a  character,  as  they  have 
a  language,  of  their  own ;  and  the  most 
narked  feature  of  their  character  is  a  love 
of  haiard.  They  live  upon  risks;  their 
daily  bread  is  procured  by  adventure; 
their  whole  life  is  one  continued  game  of 
hazard.  Every  exploit  of  robbing  has  its 
chaocea ;  a  spirit  of  gambling  leads  them 
to  crime ;  a  spirit  of  gambling  accompa- 
nies them  hi  it.  It  is  notorious  to  all  who 
know  any  thing  of  the  haunts  of  depreda- 
tors, that  what  is  acquired  by  one  series 
of  chances  at  one  time,  furnishes  a  supply 
Ibr  a  diferent  series  of  chances  at  another; 
that  what  is  a  gang  of  pickpockets  now,  is 
a  club  of  gamblers  presently ;  and  cards 
and  dice  consume  what  is  obtained  by  fraud 
or  rapine.  Is  it  expedient  that  this  lust 
for  play  thoold  be  encouraged  by  our  penal 
code  ^— -and  encouraged  it  surely  is.    The 

guniahmenty  indeed,  is  nominally  greater, 
Qt  the  chances  of  escape  are  also  greater; 
that  18,  more  of  hazard,  more  of  adven* 
ture,  more  of  speculation,  are  introduced, 
and  our  criminal  law  becomes  a^species  of 
inverted  lottery,  in  which  (calling  detec- 
tion a  blank,  and  escape  a  prize)  the  prizes 
are  much  augmented,  and  the  blanks  much 
diminished  m  number. 

It  has  been  asserted,  that  executions 
produce  a  great  effect,  but  that  the  effect 
cannot  be  calculated  precisely.  I  meet 
this  by  direct  contradiction,  contending, 
that  the  effisct  is  small,  and  may  be  calcu* 
lated;  it  maybe  calculated  by  any  one 
who  will  expose  his  feelings  to  the  pain  of 
witnessing  a  public  execution.  There  he 
will  see  how  little  solemnity,  and  how  little 
aeiiousness,  accompany  this  awfal  exercise 
of  power.  Sir,  it  is  notorious,  that  exe- 
cations  very  rarely  take  place  withouC  be- 
ing the  occasion  on  which  new  crimes  are 
committed.  At  the  very  last,  a  pickpocket 
was  apprehended.  On  being  asked  by  the 
chaplain  of  Newgate,  how  he  could  Ten- 
lore  on  such  a  deed  at  such  a  time?  he 
Tery  frankly  replied,  that  executions  were 
the  best  harvest  that  he  and  his  associates 
had;  for,  <*  when  the  eyes  of  the  specta«» 
tors  are  fixed  above,  their  pockets  below 
are  unprotected/' 

But  what  is  the  eflbct  within  the  prison  ? 
Thia  may  he  Calculated  more  nfcely.  And 


here  I  refer  to  the  testimony  of  a  lady, 
who  has  been  so  happily  called  by  my 
hon.  friend,  the  member  for  Shrewsbury, 
the  glory  and  opprobrium  of  her  country. 
My  near  relationship  to  that  amiable  and 
benevolent  female,  and  still  more  the  cer- 
tain knowledge  I  possess,  that  her  ardent 
desire  is  to  oo  the  greatest  possible  good 
with  the  least  possible  personal  celebrity, 
forbid  me  to  become  her  panegyrist ;  but 
I  must  state  the  result  of  her  experience. 
She  told  me,  that  in  her  early  visits  to 
Newgate,  she  had  formed  no  opinion  upon 
capital  punishments ;  but  that  her  inter- 
course with  the  prisoners  had  led  to  a  de« 
cided  conviction,  on  her  part,   of  their 
evil  tendency.    The  language  always  is, 
she  stated,  as  soon  as  an  execution  is  over, 
«<  Well,  we  cannot  pity  him  now,  he  ia 
sone  to  heaven  !*'    For  their  persuasion 
IS,  that  this  act  of  severity  obliterates  and 
atones  for  every  former  misdeed ;  and  thus 
the  minds  of  the  prisoners  are  hardened 
by  the  reflection  that  the  pain  is  short, 
and  ^he  supposed  reward  is  permanent. 

But  what  is  the  effect  on  the  minds  of 
the  accomplices  without  ?    This  may  be 
calculated.    A  boy  was  lately  ordered  for 
execution,  for  snatching  a  watch  from  a 
person  at  a  funeral  in  Whitechapel.  -  Two 
friends  of  mine,  conceiving  that  he  was 
innocent  of  the  alleeed  crime,  had  the 
courage  to  go  to  the  house  frequented  by 
the  gang  to  which  he  belonged ;  there  my 
friends  fouoid,  two  days  previous  to  the 
execution  of  their  comraae,  the  gang  as- 
sembled,  engaged  in  drinking,  eaming, 
and  licentious  conversation.    The  lad  was 
executed  on  the  Tuesday ;  on  the  Wed* 
^sday  night,  my  friends  had  the  boldnesa 
to  revisit  this  haunt  of  vilhiny,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  endeavouring  to  persuade  some  of 
these  wretched  beings  to  abandon  their 
evil  course  of  life ;  again  the  gang  were 
assembled.    Aflcr  the  lapse  of  a  weekj 
these  gentlemen  again  returned  on  their 
mission  of  true  humanity ;  the  gang  were 
assembled,  engaged  as  before  in  gaming 
and  drunkenness,  and  in  plotting  future 
robberies.    This  appears  at  least  to  have 
been  the  case;  for  two  days  after,  thirteen 
of  their  number  were  apprehended,  for 
crimes  committed  subsequent  to  the  exe* 
cution  of  their  companion.   And  what  be- 
came of  the  remainder  of  the  gang  I    An* 
other  funeral,  largely  attended,  took  place 
in  Whitechapel,  and  there  the  renftunder 
of  th^  band  were  recognized  by  a  person 
who  knew  them  well,  actively  engaged  in 
their  abandoned  yocaCion.    Such  was  tha 
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effect  of  thb  wftte  f xMipla-«» Ai^Qi  an 
Imhmao  was  executed  m  tliis  eilyi  lor 
eelling  forged  i»tok«iiotei»  aod  hie  body 
.was  delivered  to  hie  wife  end  frieoda.  One 
caonot  but  feel  some  pity  for  thoaoi  who, 
at  that  period  of  drearioeBs  and  deaolatioo 
which  aiwaja  aucoeedt  an  awful  tragedy* 
were  paying  the  last  duties  to  their  de- 
parted associate.  And>  indeed»  they  do* 
served  the  coanpasaion  of  this  House;  for 
this  desolate  widow,  and  these  mounuDg 
friendSt  ^^re  seised  in  the  room,  and  round 
the  bed  on  which  the  breathleas  body  was 
laidi  they  were  aeisedm  the  act  of  aelling 
foKed  bank-notes ! 

£i  condttsion,  we  are  charged  wHh  Iheo* 
retical  innoTation.    Do  we  reac  our  cause 
on  anv  theoretical  principles  }  We  defend 
ourseires  by  saying,  that  the  principles 
wemaintaiD^  are  principles  of  the  old  Ww 
of  England.  We  appeal  to  experieoee,  to 
the  practical  observations  of  practieal  men, 
to  the  merchant,  and  the  manufiusturer; 
they  tell  you,  that  the  severity  which  was 
intended  to  protect  their  propertv»  eypeaes 
that  property  to  invasion.    Thfa  was  the 
language  of  the  linen  bleaders  of  your 
own  committee  on  bankmpta-*4liis  is  the 
language  of  those  petitions  which  crowd 
your  tablCi  of  the  corporation  of  London*^ 
men,  who  can  hardly  be  charged  with  fine* 
wrought  fanciful  theory-^men  who  have 
noTcr  been  suspected  of  a  taste  for  the  de» 
lusions  of  ingenious  speculation-«men,  If 
there  be  such  in  the  world,  of  aolid,  prac- 
tical experience.    May,  I  appeal  to  the 
experience  of  every  gentleman  who  hears 
me,  has  he  not  seen,  or  has  he  not  found, 
in  the  management  of  his  children,  of  his 
household,  of  his  servants,  afbislabonret^ 
that  a  aystem  of  severe  threats  and  lax 
exectttioB,  is  as  inoperative,  in  fact,  as  it 
is  cpntemptible  in  principle.     Yet,  this 
system  is  the  law  of  England  at  thb  mo- 
ment. The  principle,  on  wMch  it  is  founiiU 
ed,  is,  that  severe  denundations  are  mora 
eifectual  in  the  repression  of  crime,  than 
penalties  milder  but  mora  certam.    The 
principle  of  law  ma^  be  fidse^  and  if  it  be 
false,  we  are  reapng  the  harvest  of  that 
error.    The  gradual  but  progressive  in* 
creaae  of  erime,  the  ammal  additioD  of 
aome  thousands  to  our  catalogue  of  erimi- 
nets,  the  insecurity  of  property,  and  the 
demoralisation  of  tiiepeople,  ara the (Mta 
of  that  fttal  errar.    iWe  Uvea  not  a  man 
in  tUrkiDgdom,  who  ia  not  mtereated  m 
•eeertammg,  whether  the  prinppie  be  tme 
or  falae.    I  do-  not  pratend  to  sajr,  the 
<MU  I  have  stated  denMHmtrata  the  W* 


lacy  of  that  principles  bot  I  do  aay,  that 
they  make  it  very  qoestionabie.  And, 
auraiy,  it  is  the  p«rt  of  a  wise  nation  to 
subject  a  qoestiooable  principle  of  such  io» 
finite  importance,  to  that  criterion,  which 
alone  can  detect  error,and  discover  (ruth— 
I  mean  the  criterion  of  inquiry,  of  investi* 
gation,  of  experience— the  criterioo  of 
facts.  I  hope,  at  leaat,  I  have  convinced 
the  Houae,  that  something  nraat  be  dooOi 
^Crune  baa  so  increesed,  aa  to  render  pro* 
perty  of  all  kinds  insecure.  The  wholo . 
country  cry  out  for  a  ramedy./  Somethiog 
moat  be  done  V  We  must  go  forward  in 
our  system  of  terror;  and,  finding  death 
inanScient,  we  must  recall  the  raok,  the 


the  crucifix,  and  the  oAer  Imple* 
ments  of  tottura  1/  But  who  woidd  ap- 
prove of  this  f    Or  we  may  do  what  loon* 
aider  moeh  more  barbarona;  wensaycany 
onr  preaent  law  into  exeeotion,  and  eon* 
aign  every  man,  against  whom  the  low  do* 
noonces  de^th,  to  the  hands  of  the  oxocq* 
fioner.    Hiq>|]dly,  however,  the  execution 
of  the  law  dependa  on  the  oo-operation  of 
the  public,  and  tibepuUio  wonid  not  bear 
auoh  an  audadona  violation  of  oataral  jue* 
tice.    I  know  enoogb  of  the  people  of 
England,  to  know,  that  thedeolaratioo  of 
soeh  an  intentioo  would  alienate  every  pro* 
seotttor-*»every  witness  ■■  every  jurymen  in 
the  kingdom.  '  I  ouestion,  whether  yoa 
would  find  men  to  fill  theheiieh,toaBristin 
soeh  yiegal  massacres.  And,ifonymanof 
hoBoor  nd  hnmanirv  did  ttdce  that  oflior, 
he  would  insensibly  find,  that  his  duty  waa 
to  exereise  bis  in^oity  in  thwarting  the 
hnr,  and  evading  its  denundaliena.  /But 
there  is  another  expedients  aw  mav  aub-  y. 
mit  the  whole  auhject  to  calm,  deUbtrate, 
diajtt^ioQate   investigation/  Bot   how? 
by  a  committee,  ~  already  overbardened 
with  arduous  duties,  or  a  oomadttee  dt* 
ractiag  to  this  single  sohiect,  its  imdia* 
nnacted  attention.    The  Houae  most  thia 
nigfat,  choose  between  these.    For  my* 
self,  beeaose  I  prefer  an  iasmedietoto  • 
remote  inquiry ;  because  I  am  swre,  that 
it  is  beyond  the  capacity,   physical  and 
intdleetoal,  of  any  coaanntteo,  to  gvap* 
pie  with  anhjeoteao  varkwa  andaovastb 
as  those  which  ara  ceoaigaod  to  the  gaol* 
committee;  because  I  am  aura,  that  mtf 
deiey  in  the  reviaion  of  our  criminal  law^ 
is  anatfamal  cahmsity ;«^I  Aall  vote  for. 
themodonof  myhoo.  and  learned  friend. 
Mr.  Ceartonoy  waa  of  opiaseo,  that  dm 
only  diflerenoe  which  subaiated  b^tweett 
ilie  nmtion  of  hie  hen.  aod  learaodMeod 
aad  that  of  the  aobk  told,  wns  the  noin 
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M  ^hicib  the  inqoiry  ought  to  bo  carried 
^oo.    He  bed  bMrd  with  pleesore  the  eit- 
oelleot  Bpeech   mede  by  bit  bon.   end 
learned  frteod,  which  cootaibed  to  much 
infonDatioo;  and  he  considered,  although 
tt  might  be  pretamptuoos  in  him  to  en- 
tertain any  doubts,  that  a  few  of  the  con- 
clusions which  he  had  drawn  were  not 
correct.    The  course  pursued  by  his  hen. 
and  learned  friend  was,  to  curect  the 
House  to  an  investigation  of  some  of  the 
principal  points  in  tlie  criminal  law,  but 
not  to  an  examination  of  the  whole.    The 
country  could  not  properly  be  said  to 
luive  a  criminal  code,  for  the  laws  respect- 
ing^ criminals  were  not  enacted  at  one 
period*  but  as  occasion  required.    The 
opmions  whieh  worse  said  to  be  eatertabed 
by  a  highly  respected  gentleman,  now  no 
more,  were  similar  to  his  own,  for  in 
most  of  the  divisions  on  the  subjects 
forouffht  by  him  before  the  House,  he  had 
▼oted  with  him.    He  was  convinced  that 


tieeT  ond  «<  Barl  bar!"  ti^tber  with 
almost  incessant  coughing,  prevented 
him  from  being  heard  in  the  gallery. 
We  understood,  that  he  opposed  the 
motion. 

Sir  Charki  Mijrdatmi  thought  the 
subject  before  the  House  of  such  high 
importance  as  to  require  the  undivided 
attention  of  one  committee;  md  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  referred  to  that  little 
family  of  committees  which,  they  were 
told,  were  to  branch  out  of  the  commit* 
tee  of  the  noble  lord.  He  was  convincfd 
that  it  would  be  hopeless  to  look  for  any 
satisfactory  report  from  any  committee 
that  was  not  exclusively  occupied  with 
this  important  and  compUeated  question. 

Mr.  «/•  SmUh  rose  chiefly  to  allude  to 
some  cases  that  had  come  within  his  own 
knowledge,  and  which  showed  that  the 
penalties  of  the  crime  of  forgery  were 
often  incurred  by  persons  whom  neither 
the  law  nor  moral  justice  could  have  con< 


there  were  numy  pekits  where  capital  pu-    templated  as  fit  objects  for  the  extreme 


iiishment  ought  to  be  removed.    If  he 
understood  thie  object  of  the  present  mo- 
sion,  it  was,  that  the  coasideration  of  the 
4|nestioo  in  its  largest  extent  being  too 
much  for  one  committee,   a  particular 
part  of  it  should  be  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration di  a  eommkftee  to  be  appointed 
by  the  House.    He  ageeed  that  but  little 
deia^  on^t  to  take  place  before  the  10- 
irestigation.     Besides  the  present  subject 
which  required  examination,    there  was 
aaother  connected  with  it,  which  he  hoped 
would  be  revised  by  the  House  during  the 
present  sessicii;    he  meant  the  Bankrupt 
laws.    If  an  indivMnal  under  the  pre- 
amt  laws  oonoealed  part  of  his  property, 
or  refused  to  Surrender  himself  to  the 
oommission  issued  against  him,  he  was 
liable   to  be  tried  on  o  capital  cherge. 
He  thought  that  neither  the  committee 
proposed  bv  the  noUe  lord,  nor  that  now 
awved  for  by  bishon.  and  learned  friend, 
could  properly  consider  this  question  in 
the  extended  view  ho  took  of  it.    He  was 
Of  opinion,  that  the  House  having  re- 
ceived so  much  information   from  the 
documenta  laid  before  it,  and  from  the 
hen.   mensbera,    particttiariy    the    boa. 
member  frho  epeke  laet,  the  wisest  mode 
would  be  to  apply  a  remedy  to  each  parti- 
Ottlar  evil,  wiUout  any  rewrence  to  com- 
miltees.    On  these  sronnds,  he  should 
assist  the  motion  of  bis  hon.  and  learned 
IWend. 

Mr.  Lmaim  spoke  for  nearly  half  an 
hour;  but  the  cvy  ef  <«  Queeikm  I  4pm* 


punishment  of  death.  He  had  seen  and 
known  boys  of  fifteen  and  sixteen  years 
of  age,  who  had  committed  the  crimes  of 
forgery  ;-*^boys  simple  and  uneducated, 
and  wnose  only  capacity  for  the  oOeoce 
consisted  in  the  being  able  to  write,  and 
who  were  absolutely  unacquainted  with 
the  consequences,  either  to  themselvos 
or  others,  of  the  act  which  they  had 
been  instructed  to  perpetrate.  The  hon. 
member  for  Weymouth  in  a  speech, 
which  for  focts,  ror  aigoment,  and  for 
eloquence,  was  unsnsweraMe,  and  wbidi 
reflected  the  hishest  credit  on  bis  cha^ 
racter  (though  that  indeed  required  no 
additional  lustre),  had  been  perfectly 
correct  in  his  reference  to  fraudulent 
bankrupts.  Instances  of  the  sentence 
being  executed  on  such  ofienders  were  so 
rare,  that  thof  could  scarcely  be  said  to 
have  occurred  at  all;  and  mstances  of 

Coseoution  were  almost  as  rare.  Tet  It 
d  appeared  in  evidence  before  the  bapk« 
rupt  committee,  that  no  oflbnce  was  more 
common  or  more  injurious  than  that  of 
traudulent  bankruptcy ;  but  that  creditors, 
however  aggrieved,  eould  not  bring 
theaaselves  to  inflict  the  puntsbment  m 
death. 

Mr.  £.  LiiOshn  said,  he  bad  at  firH 
taken  a  different  view  of  the  subject,  but 
the  eloouent  and  argumentative  speeehea 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  mover,  and  of 
another  hon.  genUemaa  on  the  same  side, 
had  carried  such  conviction  to  bis  mind, 
that  boAaoM  act  most  unconscienlious^. 
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if  he  did  not  give  hit  vote  for  the  original 
notion.    Much    as    he    deprecated*    in 

general,  any  intermeddlinff  with  our  esta* 
lished  laws,  yet  he  could  not  but  see 
that  there  were  good  grounds  for  an  in* 
quiry  in  the  pdssent  case ;  and  be  could 
not  approve  the  suggestion  of  an  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  below  him,  that] 
it  might  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  any 
individual  to  bring  forward,  as  occasion 
Blight  arise,  a  specific  remedy  for  each 
specific  abuse:  the  consequence  of  such 
a  plan  would  be,  that  the  country  might 
for  years  go  on  with  a  system  acknow* 
lodged  to  be  faulty,  and  nothing  effectual 
might  be  done  at  last.  He  gave  every 
credit  to  the  noble  lord  for  his  motives 
in  the  appointment  of  his  committee ;  but 
many  sessions,  and  even  some  parlia- 
ments, might  pass  away,  before  such  a 
committee  could  make  such  reports  as 
would  satisfy  the  country  on  all  the  sub- 
jects submitted  to  its  inquiry.  It  was  in- 
deed a  committee  <<  de  omnibus  rebus  et 
de  quibusdam  aliis.*' 

Mr.  Prolheroe  made  several  strong  ob- 
servations in  favour  of  the  original  motion; 
and  after  stating  the  general  feeling  of 
the  country,  concluded  hy  exclaiming, 
<<  if  indeed  we  are,  as  we  are  said  to  be, 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, we  are  bound  to  give  oar  vote  in 
favour  of  the  original  motion." 

Mr.  WUmot  began  by  saybg,  that  he 
did  not  presume  to  congratulate  the 
House,  but  he  must  congratulate  himself 
on  the  eloquejit  lesson  of  moral  wisdom 
which  had  been  read  that  night  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  [Hear,  hear.] 
The  hon.  and  learned  mover  had  well  re- 
deemed his  pledge,  that  he  would  not 
reflect  either  on  the  laws  or  on  the  admi- 
nistrators of  them.'  The  hon.  gentleman 
then  professed  his  intention  of  following 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  mover 
point  by  point,  assenting  to  some  of  his 
propositions,  and  dissenting  from  others ; 
but  the  low  tone  in  which  he  spoke,  pre* 
vented  our  hearing  distinctly  the  grounds 
either  of  his  approbation  or  disapproba- 
tion. He  concluded  nearly  to  the  follow- 
ing effect :-— With  respect  to  the  sentenc- 
ing persons  to  the  hulks  as  a  commutation 
for  the  punishmekxt  .of  deatli^  he  con- 
ceived it  to  be  an  extremely  erroneous 
policy,  and,  in  fact^  little  else  than  a 
bonus  upon  crime.  The  great  and  im- 
portant alteration  which  he  wished  to  see 
made  was,  that  amelioration  of  the  law  by 
which  the  system  of.  secondary  punish- 


ment might  be  abolished.  That,  he  tfon*- 
ceivedi  bad  had  the  worst  efiiects,  in  the 
incentive  which  it  held  out  to  the  com^ 
mission  of  crime.  It  was  one  reason  why 
he  thought  a  committee  necessary;  and 
therefore,  unless,  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  he  heard  that  a  separate  com* 
mittee  was  intended  at  no  distant  day,  to 
inouire  into  the  criminal  law,  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  support  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  motion;  but  if  be 
should  find,  as  be  expected,  that  such 
committee  was  in  contemplation,  he  would 
vote  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WUberforce  felt  that  it  was  almost 
unnecessary  for  him  to  trespass  oo  the 
attention  of  the  House,  after  what  they 
had.  already  heard   upon  this  important 
subject,  and  he  feared  that  any  observa- 
tions of  his>  in  support  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend's  motion,  would  weaken  the 
effect  of  those  arguments  by  which  bid 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  had  pressed  it 
upon  the  House.    He  could  say  with 
truth,  that  in  his  long  experience  of  that 
House^  he  never  had  heard  a  more  able 
address,  a  more  splendid  display  of  pro* 
found  knowledge  of  the  subject,  with  such 
forcible  reasonmg  from  the  facts  which 
that  knowledge  had  called  forth.    It  waa 
that  kind  of  reasoning  which,  was  most 
calculated    to  convince— reasoning    de- 
duced from  facts  and  from,  long  expe- 
rience.    He  not  only  had  derived  great 
pleasure  from  what  he  had  heard,  but  alse 
from  what  he  had  not  heard  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion ;  namely,  those  argu* 
ments,  or  rather  those  objections,  against 
alterations  of,  or  inquiry  into,  old  laws 
and  customs,  which  bad  been  so  vehe* 
mently  urged  at  former  periods.    It  was> 
a  pleasure  to  him  to  find  that  which  every 
man  acquainted  with  life  must  have  seen, 
that  the  opinion^  of  prejudice  faded  before 
truth,  like  the  dusk  before  the  more  per<^ 
feet  light  of  day.    He  remembered  once 
to   have  heard  opinions  urged  against 
alterations  of  sanguinary  laws^  which  were 
urged  with  as  much  apparent  fear  as  il 
the  person  proposing  those    alterationa 
were  about  to  introduce  the  horrors  o£ 
the  .French  revolution.    He  had  heard 
opinions  at  that  time  which  any   roan 
would  blush  to  hold  at  the  present  day. 
No  such  objections  were,  however,  made 
on  this  occasion ;  and  the  onlv  one  to  the 
motion  of  his  hon*  and  learned  friend  was, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  refer  the  matter, 
to  the  committee  propoi^ed  by  his  noble 
friei^    And  b^ra  he. could  ojot  butex^i 
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fnm  regret  at  the  eofiolttdioff  part  of  the 
non.  genileman's  speedi  fmo  had  last 
tddrewed  the  Heme.    He  had  said,  that 
itnleta  he  heard  that  a  particular  com- 
nitteewas  inteDded  to  be  appointed  in  a 
short  time«  be  woold  vote  for  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  motion.    By  this,  he' 
had  admitted  the  very  principle  at  issue- 
be  had  admitted  the  necessity  of  a  parti-* 
colar  inquiry ;  and  if  so,  how  was  it  that 
he  could  not  support  the  motion,  which 
would  go  directly  and  immediately  to  the 
tery  point  he  wished  i  Why  should  he 
prefer  the  expectation  of  a  committee, 
when  he  might  have  one  at  the  present 
moment  i  When  there  were  so  many  rea- 
sons urging  to  the  immediate  inquiry? 
ShoukI  it  be  said,  that  any  one  had  a 
respect  for  the  laws*  who  would  not  wish 
to  wipe  from  them  that  code  of  blood, 
viiiicb,  though  bearing  with  it  aU  the  au- 
thority of  legislative  enactment,  no  one 
had  ^tbe  •  heart  to  excuse.    Why  should 
Dot  some  alteration  l>e  made  which  would 
take  from  a  jury  the  painAil  task  which 
they  had  so  often  to  perfonn  at  present  ? 
And  yet  that  could  be'done  by  an  altera- 
tion of  the  laws.    His  noble  firiend  had 
aaid  he  would  not  go  into  detail  on  Mi 
question.    It  was  also  bis  (Mr.  W.'s) 
intention  to  absuin  ffom  it :  that  detaif 
would  come  better  in  the  committee  on 
the  gaola.  ■  The  question  of  secondary 
punishments   had  been   decided;   there 
was  no  diference  upon  it :  if>  then,  the 
object  was,  to  aim  rather  at  removing  the 
cause  of  crime,  the  examination  of  our 
laws,  with  a  view  of  seeing  where  the 
punishment  of  death  could  be  avoided, 
might  be  safely  gone  into.    It  bad  been 
aaid  that  tior  laws  had  not  been  made  all 
at  once,  but   had  been   the   result  of 
gradual  legislation.    That  was  the  fact ; 
but  it  argued  nothing  against  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend's  motion.    Our  penal  laws 
were  certainly  the  result  of  gradual  legis- 
lation; because,  when  a  crime  waa  found 
to  exist,  it  was  conceived  to  be  a  much 
easier,  mode  of  checking  it,  to  enact  a 
severe  statute  against  it,  than  to  stop  and 
inquire  into  its  cause  or  to  look  for  a  more 
lenient  way  of  preventing  it.    It    was 
thought  to  be  a  safe  way  of  checking  the 
crime,  to  ^x  the  penaKy  of  death  in  the 
atatute-book  against  its  commission.   But 
that  ihisivas  a  most  erroneous  mode  of 
legislation  experience  had  taught ;  and  it 
aliould   be   recollected    now,    that  this 
method  would  not  do  for  those  with  whom 
vre  had  to  deal.  -  They  were  peraooa  who 


were  careless  as  well  of  this  life  as  of  the 
life  to  come,  and  seemed  as  little  to  con« 
suit  that  whidi  concerned  their  lives  as 
their  eternal  welfare.  They  looked  not 
to  the  enormity  of  the  crime,  but  to  the 
chance  of  escaping  the  punishment;  and 
in  this  gambling  with  life  they  were  en- 
couraged by  the  number  whom  they  daily 
saw  condemned  to,  but  who  were,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  redeemed  from,  the 
highest  punishment  of  the  law.  Ought^ 
then,  the  system  to  be  continued  which 
this  very  principle  brought  into  action  ? 
If  not,  there  was  the  very  best  season  for 
a  connnittee.  It  should  be  recollected, 
that  by  having  it  as  soon  as  possib]e« 
some  pemons  might  be  saved.  He  would 
say  to  those  unfortunate  men  who  calcu« 
lated  upon  the  chances  of  comparative 
impunity—- the  whole  system  upon  which 
you  have  hitherto  been  treated  is  staler 
it  shall  be  altered;  you  shall  be  subjected 
to  a  punishment  which  you  dread  as  much 
as  death  itself— to  solitude.  He  did  not 
mean  by  solitude,  that  kind  of  arbitrary 
and  continued  solitary  confinement,  but 
that  kind  of  confinement  where  a  man 
would  be  \eh  to  his  own  reflections,  and 
to  a  sort  of  communion  with  his .  con* 
science,  which  could  not  fail*  to  point  out' 
to  him  the  evils  of  his  former  coarse  of 
life.  He  remembered  very  well  the  mode 
which  was  suggested  by  Mr.'Bentham,- 
fcr  whose  able  opinioni  on  this  subject 
the  country  was  so  much  indebted ;  and 
in  speaking  of  his  great  merits,  he  could 
not  omit  to* notice  another  gentleman 
who  had  also  written  upon  the  subject- 
Mr.  Basil  Montague.  To  both  those 
gentlemen  the  country  owed  much  for 
what  they  had  written  on  this  subject; 
and  when  he  found  such  men,  in  the  pre* 
sent  day,  supported  by  such  adthoritiea 
as  Sir  Tliomas  More,  Erasmus,  Bacon,' 
and  Lord  Coke— when  he  found  all  these 
condemning  and  describing  as  extremely 
erroneous,  the  system  of  severe  punish- 
ment, instead  of  the  mild  course  of  en- 
deavouring to  remove  the  crime-^when 
he  heard  such  opinions  from  such  men, 
he  could  i\m  but  think,  that,  instead  of 
being  considered  hasty  in  their  desire  for 
a  committee  on  this  subject,  they  ought 
rather  to  be  accused  of  being  xarSy  in  not 
having  called  for  it  before,  and  that  the 
legislature  was  to  blame  in  having  so  long 
neglected  a  matter  where  human  life  waa 
at  stake  [Hear,  hear. J  He  beg^ 
pardon  for  taking  up  so  much  of  ihe  time 
of  the  Housci  but  could  not  avoid  ex* 
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prttsing  hb  opiabn  in  ftvour  of  hit  boiu 
mmI  learned  mend's  motioDi  finom  a  con- 
wtien  of  its  necessity.  He  ako  shoald 
express  ihe  pleasure  be  felt  that  this  im- 
poitant  question  of  the  ertminsl  laws  of 
Eoglaad  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  one 
1^0  was  so  well  <^aalified  to  take  it  up  in 
the  aUe  manner  m  which  it  bad  been  in- 
troduced by  a  late  honourable  membert 
whose  loss  aH  must  eqoaHy  lament.  The* 
great  principle  on  which  the  House  should 
vrseeed  was-— how  far  crime  might  be 
lessansdl  by  making  puoishment  certafak 
The  hmL  gi^tlsimaa  tnen  adyerted  to  the 
means  whidi  iMd  been  resorted  to  wkh 
■Mosaas  in  Americat  in  order  to  render 
driona  Um  frequent,  by  taking  pains  to 
aim  rale  tba  Imver  orders,  and  at  the  same 
tioie  tm  lenen  these  inducements  to  cri- 
miaalky  which  abouaded  so  much  in  this 
eaantry*  He  feared  that  the  eommitftee 
^  Ua  noble  friend  wonld  necessarily  omit 
a  great  detail  on  aaaoy  important  points^ 
from  the  compfication  ot  the  subjects 
which  it  embraoed.  He  would  mention 
Ne#  &nith  Wales,  for  instance,  which,  in 
bis  opinion,  was  oiP  sufficieat  importance 
tla  demand  a  aeparace  inquiiy. 

Mr.  Qimv^  ezpreased  great  satisfac- 
tion $t  the  speech  of  bis  hon.  friend  the 
measbcr  &r  nrambeff^  which  had  certainly 

Etheqnertion  before  the  House  in  a 
paint  of  v4ew.  He  was  happy  to  say 
that  ka  concnired  in  almost  every  one  of 
the  ^neral  opinbns  e^  his  hon.  friend, 
and  m  none  more  cordially  than  in  his 
admiratian  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
qunsfi^  had  been  introduced  b v  tSie  hon. 
and  ieanied  ^ntleman  (he  hoped  he 
would  permit  him  to  call  him  his  hon.  and 
Ifiai  nsd  friend )  ^*>whcae  speech,  combm* 
lag  luminoua  arrangement  and  poweifol 
afgauMOty  with  chaste  and  tempecnte 
elnquanoa»  had  been  at  the  same  time  not 
less  commendable  for  what  it  omitted, 
tiwafiDr  what  it  contained.  It  had  been 
freefirom  those  defects  which  on  such  a 
sdqeot  might  have  beset  the  most  wary 

Skar ;  and  while  bis  Ima.  and  learned 
d  had  hdd  a  straifj^fbnrard  conrae 
Cowacda  the  obiect  of  his  m Won,  he  faady 
with  a  deactenty  highly  creditalrie  to  his 
prudence  and  wisdom,  steered  clear  of  the 
shoak  and  quicksands  by  which  that  ol^ 
jeet  was  surrounded.  He  had  observed 
the  most  pralaaworthy  caution  in  forbear^ 
iag  from  raiasiona  on  tlm  general  system 
df  the  eriminal  laws;  and  by  so  demg  he 
had  maie  it  oessible,  even  far  thoae  who 
would  Boost  Mrftdly  have  shrunk  from  a 


awtsepinp  eondemfialion  of  the  system  and 
fitMti  pnadplas  of  reform  of  too  wide  and 
indefinite  operation,  to  agree  with  him  aa 
to  the  expediency  of  some  amendment  id 
parts  of  our  crindnal  jnriaprudence. 

A  question  of  great  importance  re* 
nBaiiied*4>y  what  means  could  such  ma 
amendment  be  best  accomplished  ?  And 
this  was  the  practical  question  now  before 
the  House.  Ha  (Mr.  Canning)  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  inquiry  should  embrace 
as  comprehensire  a  view  as  possible  of  the 
stdte  of  crimes  and  puni^bments  in  the 
country :  not  of  capital  punishments  only, 
but  of  crime  and  punisliment  generatty ; 
and  shottid  be  conducted  in  sudi  a  mminer 
as  might  show  that  the  anxiety  of  parlia« 
ment  waa  not  directed  to  the  nuti«« 
tian  of  penalty  alone^  nor  its  ^mpa&v 
awakatied  only  for  the  guilty,  but  tnat  it 
had  in  view  the  better  aeenrlty  of  lift  and 

Koperty,  and  the  peaee,  safety,  and  com^ 
rt,  or  tfaie  «reU«ordcred  part  of  the  ceaa* 
munity.  He  had  been  greatly  reoooeiled 
to  the  tiew  taken  of  the  subject  by  hie 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  when  he  ioinid 
that  he  was  aot  for  expunging,  as  aomn 
bennvolent  theorists  were  pepared  to  do^ 
the  puaishment  of  death  in  idl  cams* 
Hislmn^and  lesmed  ftiand  was  for  altow* 
ing  it  te  nmaio,  not  only  (as  nature  pre* 
scribes)  in  aH  cases  of  maraery  bat  in  aH 
cases  of  forcible  attack  upon  the  life  sir 
dwelling  of  asan.  There  were  some  ho« 
nearaUe  geatlemen  who  believed  that 
there  waa  no  necessity  for  theinflietion  of 
saeh  an  extreme  punishment  in  any  case* 
A  visionary  speenbtien,  he  feared.  WenU 
te  God  that  the  ideas  of  crimes  whicb 
ealled  fei  each  acquittal  were  visionary 
alaol  Bnt  where  waa  die  nation  under  the 
sun  thet  had  been  able  to  banish  that  ex* 
treme  punishment  from  its  code — at 
bast,  mdesa  by  the  sobstitntSen  of  othat 
most  cruel  and  barbaraua  inflictions— 
leading  in  foot  to  the  same  result,  theugii 
adopted  nnder  the  pretence  of  avoiding 
it?  He  wass^d,  therefoie,  that  his  hon» , 
and  learned  mend  had  not  been  led  astray 
by  the  wiU  theories  of  an  impassible 
system  nf  mildness*  He  was  glad  of  k, 
not  because  the  system  was  impomible  t 
but  because,  bein^  impossible,  any  at« 
tempt  to  attain  to  it  could  only  have  the 
efiect  of  exotinglroitlessoxpeetation,  te 
end  in  certain  dkappointmaot;  of  throw* 
mg  loose  the  ociloioiis  mid  wiahea  of  man- 
kind, and  leading  them  to  distrust  and 
disparage  the  ovdmaiy  and  exiatiBg  cenme 
of  justice  in  tka  hope  of  a  substituto  whick 
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wm  iMt  to  be  foWML  rmo  *iie  f  reat 
MMh  ef  peM  lair  It  #m  that  admitted 
fef  hdi  iMik  IM  learned  friend,  that  tto  in* 

Stify  fHb  MctMarjr.  In  proportton  aa 
e  rangi»  eif  inquiry  beaune  eireum* 
•attribed,  fbe  aecesaiiy  f>r  the  appolM- 
Ment  <^  a  separate  eommittee  tnikit  afoo 
•ie  diayteMied.  Indeed^  as  all  the  ele- 
IMBMts  of  the  sabjeet  were  before  the 
Itaase,  as  no  new  itgfal  eould  be  ilhfrown 
vptfD  It,  as  the  general  preposili^ns  re- 
«^M<jlii%  crime  and  punishment  had  been 
'•(ftjeiits  oC  drseuBsion  lA  every  age  end 
«very  efitilized  ceibitrjs  he  could  net  sefe 
#hy  a  committee  would  be  necessary  at 
idl,  to  prepare  the  House  for  the  intiMuc* 
tion  ot  a  paikticular  proposition-^if  any 
aueh  were  in  ffew — for  the  repeal  or 
^tSeMtkn  ef  any  particuler  law  which, 
Ami  the  aheratlen  of  ehrcumstanees  sineiB 
the  time  ef  iss  enactment,  froAi-  the  esipd- 
^ieaoe  efite  effects,  orfrotaare-ciMaRJeM- 
tton  of  lis  ftoMey,  his-  hob.  and  tearhed 
lUind  ttuMMi  wish  t*  have  al«ercd  or  r^ 
spsAek.  Soeh  Was  the  course  wMch  t^ 
f  ttdaMMf  of  his  hdki.  aild  leavncMl  fribnd 
{^sirA.  Roai%)-bad  taicen»  in  his  pro- 
aieapd  am^doiieau  of  the  criminal  mm. 
It  had  been  aaid,  indeed,  that  %ho^ 
•aei^aiMlpropeskbns  had  failed,  sonleiimes 
In  that  Mmse,  siMietitnes  in  the  other 
Mouse  of'  parKadaent.  In  general,  hoWw 
<^ef,  those  pttm^sttions  had  been  sup- 
|KKned  in  ibe  House  of  Commons.  It 
iMs  to  him  {Mr.  Canning)  a  souHce  df 
'Michsaibflietion,  that  he  was  ittaiutBitth% 
110  ether  opinions  now  than  he  had  fei^- 
usaHy  mahitaioed  on  this  whole  subject; 
•and  tlie  House  woirid  do  bim  the  justice 
«e  battel^  in  bis  sineerity,  wh^  he  re- 
^iHhlded  Ibem  that  he  had  for  the  most 

Srt  supported  the  motions  made  by  sir 
asuel  RofbiUy,  both  when  he  (Mr.  Can- 
nfatg)  was  connected  and  when  he  was 
mcoasiooted  with  government.  He  had 
Mot  done  so  merelv  by  silent  voles ;  the 

ablished  reports  (which  were  giveu,  in 
It  matance  at  latft,  with  singubn*  fide- 
1kf)i  showed  that  he  (Mr.  Cannlnff)  had 
tawD  an  active  part  in  the  ddmte  on  one 
«f  sir  fiamuel  Romilly 's  motions ;  and  that 
MawMort  was  oiven  on  that  occasioa  on 
Iha  diwDct  and  expreiaed  ground  that 
the  prepoaitioiis  of  sir  Samuel  Romflly 
mmtt  aapante  and  inauiated,  and  that 
thay  were  aei  brought  forward  witb 
iftat  awMpfag  generaUtyf  which  if  it  fasfd 
vat  a  lanitncy  actually  to  destroy  the  in* 
aHmluua  titw  oauntry,  nrast  hupu  the 
<ifbai  eriowuste  them  ill  the  ayes  ef  tfm 
(VOL.XXXU.) 


nailati.  ft  l#ai  ibereMe  In  perfect  con- 
aSsieacy  fHth  h!i  former  rieco¥aed  opinions, 
thH  he  (Mkf.  C.)  dedlared  his  wish  that 
bli  hdn.  and  learned  fHend^  if  he  had  (as 
•he  mest  be  pveiiuaaed  to  have)  a  clear 
cotfoeptioia  aftd  view  off  bis  own  practical 
ebjeeM,  #euld  rattier  bring  forward  the 
prepWal  of  the  <^aDges  whidi  he  medi- 
taiM  m  the  criminal  laws,  eadi  by  itself^ 
tA  apf^iedile  to  the  particular  law,  than 
call  for  a  general  revi«on  of  the  whole, 
with  a  viei^  (as  he  himself  admitted)  to  a 
ve^  partial  anneudment. 

He  Was  iaot  prepared  to  say  at  the  samie. 
ttatfft  that  every  tnstisoee.in  Which  sir 
6a«nuel  RomMy  had  succeeded  with  the 
House,  had  in  its  result  been  productive 
of  aH  the  benefits  ant^pated  from  a 
change.  O^  attempt  in  which  sh-  Sa« 
fliuel  R^miHyhad  succeeded,  both  in  that 
aittd  the  Ollief  House  of  Parliament,  was 
that  by  Which  stealing  privately  from  the 
pe^ibn  had  ceased  to  t^e  a  capital  crime. 
And  what  was  the  result  ?  The  number 
ef  ofettces,  iastead  of  dmiinishing  had 
since  ptogressivtely  increased.  In  1810, 
the  nUknber  of  convictions  for  that  ofiende 
was-  64>,  aud  it  had  gradually  increase 
e^rery  year  until  1818,  when  it  amounted 
eo  J2W;  The  aif  ument  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber fer  Weyiaouth  was,  tlierefore,  fidla- 
cioos  when  lie  said,  *<  repeal  part  of  the 
criaafhial  law,  and  the  notnber  of  crimes 
w&l  dimbiiah*'*  Here  part  of  the  criminal 
faiir  bad  been  repealed,  and  the  conse- 
quence had  been  one  inerease  of  ctime 
nettrfy  ilve-foid.  •<  But,''  said  the  advo- 
cates for  the  repeal,  <<that  has  been 
owing  to  die  greater  number  of  prose- 
cutions;" He  wocdd  not  say  that  there 
was  nothing  in  that  argument ;  but  though 
gentlemen  eould  not  avail  themselves  of 
both  stttiettients,  they  could  not  first  say 
that  if  a  penal  law  were  repealed  the 
numbcf  of  offimces  would  be  positively 
reduoed,-A-and,  on  the  oUier  hand,  wheki 
after  the  penid  sanction  had  been  taken 
away,  and  it  bad  been  found  that  the 
number  of  crimes  had  increased,  torn 
round  and  say,  that  prosecutions  for 
ofhocea  no  longer  capital  must  necessa- 
rily be  more  numerous.  The  test  of 
fewer  ofences  is  the  test  of  tfieir  own 
choosing,  and  that  maaifestly  ikils  them. 
As  to  the  cottpaiison  between  the  opera- 
tidn  of  the  fbar  of  death  oa  die  human 
vHdnd,  wheh  the  sentenee  of  death  is  pre* 
nattnead  ttucb  more  frequently  than  it  is 
caMbil  iato  execinion,  and  when  d^tal 
oanmtiaas  «a  less  Mowreu*  but  i|iva« 

($H) 


tS5]     H0U3E.  OF  COMMONS,     .Sir  iAmes  Mackintosh's  MMion/or  m       [836 


.rUbljr  followed  by  executioQ,-^he  wtiM 
Dot  fnretend  to  decide.  But  he  might  be 
permitted  to  doubt,  whether  that  degree 
of  certainty  which  tho  proposition  pre- 
sumesi  could  ever  be  attained  or  desirable : 
whether  human  wit  could  devise  a  system 
of  penal  justice,  an  adoption  of  punish- 
ment to  crime,  so  precise  as  to  warrant 
or  justify  the  exclusion  of  the  prerogative 
of  mercy.  That  once  let  in  to  operate, 
however  rarely,  the  certainty  was  at  an 
end;  and  the  probabilities  of  execution  or 
escape  became  then  only  a  question  of 
degree.  As  to  those  who  went  still  fur- 
ther, and  placed  the  fear  of  death,  how- 
ever qualified  or  mitigated  by  hopes  of 
commutation,  below  the  fear  of  any 
smaller  but  more  inevitable  punishment,*— 
lie  could  only  express  his  astonishment  at 
any  doubt  which  was  entertained  that  the 
fear  of  death  was  the  strongest  moral 
sanction  that  could  be  applied  to  the  hu- 
manmind — that  the  deshreof  clinging  to  life 
was  the  strongest  instinct  of  human  nature* 
He  begged  he  might  not  therefore  be 
understood  to  say,  that  the  sanction  of 
death  ought  to  be  retained  where  an  infe- 
rior sanction  would  be  adequate  to  the 
purpose.  All  that  he  meant  to  say  was, 
that  if  the  legislature  were  disposed  to 
.  do  a«vay  with  the  sanction  of  that  extreme 
punishment,  they  could  not  replace  it 
with  a  sanction  of  equal  obligation  ;^t 
,  did  not  follow  that  they  might  not  find  a 
sanction  that  was  sufficient, — and  whe- 
ther such  a  sanction  could  be  found  or 
no,  was  in  his  view  the  main  queatiop, 
and  a  question  preliminary  to  the  aboli- 
.  tion  of  the  sanction  already  existing.  Of 
these  inferior  punishments,  imprisonment 
is  obviously  the  most  important,  and  the 
most  susceptible  of  modifications  which 
may  adapt  it  to  several  purposes  and 
several  degrees  of  crime. 

To  examine  into  the  state  of  gaols 
I  with  a  view  not  merely  to  the  insuring 
.the  safe  custody  of  prisoners,   but  of 
.  effecting  their  reformation,  and  thus  an- 
swering, in  some  respecSts,  the  purpose 
aimed  at  by  the  terror  of  capital  punish- 
ments,   was  the  allotted  business  of  a 
committee  already  appointed.     So  far, 
therefore,    the  object  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend's  motion  was  anticipated. 
If  transportation  was  not  at  present  ade- 
quate to  the  penal  purposes  for  whichJt 
was  intended,  as  ofering  to  the  ofiboder, 
in  many  instances  fairer  prospects  tban 
'he  could  enjoy  at' home-^firoBpects  that 

are  looked  at  with  envy  rAthtr  than  with 


dread .  by  industrious '  and  enterpriaing 
individuals,— that  matter  too  was  within 
the  scope  of  the  committee  already  ap* 
pointed.  Certainly  if  other  places  of 
transportation  could  be  found  hi  for  the 
purpose  in  question,  there  could  be  no 
objection  against  opening  the  colony  oif 
New  South  Wales,  and  it^  beautiful  cli- 
mate, to  persons  of  a  different  character 
from  those  who  now  enjoy  and  pollute  it. 
This  would  form  a  subject  of  inquiry  in 
the  committee  proposed  by  his  noble 
friend,— -in  which  it  was  proposed  to  iur 
()uire,  not  into  the  sute  of  gaols  and 
into  the  present  mode  of  transportation, 
but  into  the  best  methods  of  providing 
for  the  punishment  and  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  offenders.  When  such  an  inquiry 
had  opened  the  way  to  the  effectual  im- 
provement of  seconder^  pimishmenta, 
then  would  be  the  time  for  entertainioe 
the  views  of  his  hon.  ^nd  learned  friend^ 
with  respect  to  the  laws  by  which  the 
highest  punishment  was  inflicted*  But 
until  that  preliminary  inquhry  bad  been 
entered  upon,  to  agree  to  liis  hon.  and 
learned  friend's  propositi4m  would  be 
considered  by  the  country  as  a  condem- 
nation of  the  existing  penal  law;— and 
that  before  provision  had  been  made  of, 
any  substitute  by  which  outrage  could 
be  suppressed,  and  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  society  maintained.  What,  aa 
had  been  justly  observed  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  would  be  the  case  of  a  cr^ 
minal  who  should  suffer  death  in  the  in- 
terval between  the  condemnation  of  the 
present  system,  and  the  establishment  of 
another  in  its  room  ?  **  What  I  punish 
me,*'  he  might  exclaim,  "  by  those  laws 
upon  which  you  yourselves  have  pro- 
nounced a  sentence  of  abolition  1" 

At  the  same  time,  while  he  ( Mr.  Can- 
ning) recommended  caution  in  this 
proceeding,  he  was  Jby  no  means  an 
advocate  for  such  slowness  as  might 
place  the  desired  object  out  of  xoach.  As 
the  hon.  member  for  Weymouth  Bad  said, 
the  Committee  last  night  appointed  could 
not  examine  every  gaol  in  the  kingdom. 
What  be  presumed  would  be  considered 
the  proper  course  of  proceeding,  was, 
that  with  the  assistance  of  able  and  intel- 
ligent men  (and  no  man  was  more  fitted 
to  aid  such  an  inquiry  than  bia  hon«and 
learned  friend),  the  comaaittee  should 
elbilain  auch  a.  general  knowledge  of  the 
state  of  the  gaols,  'nod  more  particularly 
of  those  upon, an  improved. plan, .many 
gf^b^ch  are/. to  the  honour  of  the  local 
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oiagiitracjTt  Co  be  fottnd'  inrieferal  pans 
•f  ue  coontryy  where  means  are  adopted 
for  dantfying  criaiinalt  and  for  efleettng 
itfomation ;  that  then  the  House,  with 
these  modela  before  them,  should  address 
the  Grown  to  nominate  commissioners 
who  should  lake  a  practical  survey  of  the 
gaols  throughout  the  kingdom,  in  order 
to  ascertain  how  far  thej  were  already  or 
might  be  rendered,  conformable  to  the 
most  approved  models;  while  those  more 
immediately  within  reach  might  be  in* 
spected  by  the  Committee  itseln  Inform- 
ation might  thua  be  procured  to  satisfy 
the  amiiS>le  enthusiasm  (he  used  the 
expression  in  its  roost  honourable  sense) 
of  the  hi>n.  gentleman  (Mr.  Buxton), 
who  sat  below  his  hon.  and  leamra 
friend,  such  as  would  lay  a  broad  and 
aound  foundation  for  gradual  practical 
improvement.  While  these  inquiries 
were  pursued  by  commissioners,  the 
Committee  would  be  at  leisure  to  enter* 
tain  his  hon.  and  learned  friend's  propo* 
sitions  respecting  the  alteration  of  such 
parts  of  the  criminal  law,  as  would  admit 
of  the  aabstitotion  of  the  milder  for  the 
«Btreme  sanction.  Such  was  the  course 
which  he  thought  it  most  eligible  to 
puraue.  If  the  present  motion  should  be 
carried,  he  would  venture  to  say,  that 
ere  long  the  House  might  find  it  expe- 
dient to  throw  the  two  committees  that 
might  then  be  pursuing  their  separate 
inquiries  into  one*  The  general  desire 
on  all  hands  was  to  uphold  due  reverence 
lor  the  laws,  but  to  purge  them  from 
impurities,— >to  free  tnem  as  much  as 
possible  from  every  stain,  but  to  hold 
them  up  in  unimpaired  reverence  to  the 
country,  as  a  protection  to  the  peaceable 
Imd  orderly,  and  a  terror  to  evil  doera. 
The  House  ought  not.  Cor  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a  little  temporary  popularity-^ 
even  if  popularity  worth  having  were  so 
to  be  obtained^-to  act  contrary  to  this 
view  of  the  subject,  and  to  give  apparent 
justification  to  a  cry  that  was  raised  out 
of  doors,  and  which  his  hon.  and  learned 
iriend  knew  as  well  as  he  did,  was  not 
the  unmixed  voice  of  speculative  benevo* 
lenee,  anxioua  for  the  improvement  of 
human  lawa  as  a  control  upon  human 
tiasaions;  butwasmingled  with  a  factious 
and  unreasonable  clamour  which  his  hon. 
frieod  would  be  as  little  disposed  as  him- 
adf  to  eounlenance,  and  which  it  was  but 
fiur  to  add.  hia  hon.  and  learned  friend'a 
■peech  of  that  night  had  not  echoed  or 
weomniged. 


*  He  only  feared,  diat  the  carrying  of 
hia  *  hon.  and  learned  friend's  motion 
might  have  an  effect  which  his  speech 
was  certainly  not  calculated  to  produce ; 
and  therefore,  feeling  coovincea  that  the 
committee  al^dy  appointed  would  go  to 
the  necessary  inqoiiy  in  the  temper  ne- 
cessary for  the  accomplishment  of  all  ita 
objects,  with  as  anxious  a  sense  of  the 
duty  imposed  on  them,  and  with  as  much 
diligence  if  not  ability  in  the  discharge 
of  It,  as  any  that  could  be  now  nomi- 
nated, he  must  oppose  the  motion  for 
another  committee  made  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend. 

Mr.  Scarlett  complimented  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  on  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  had  brought  his  motion  be- 
fore the  House,  and  observed  that  he 
did  most  heartily  and  feelingly  concur 
with  him  in  the  eulogium  which  he  had 
so  eloquently  passed  upon  a  late  illustrious 
member  of  |ncir  body.  Had  that  indi- 
vidual, whom  all  in  common  with  him  de- 
plored, been  now  alive,  he  would  have  had 
the  satufaction  of  witnessing  the  triumph 
of  humanity  over  prejudice,  and  of  re- 
flecting that  he  had  been  the  chief  instru- 
ment, under  Providence,  in  achieving  it. 
In  treating  upon  this  topic  he  scarcely 
knew  how  to  regulate  his  feelings;  and 
yet  it  became  him,  more  than  any  other 
individual,  to  be  teroperaie  in  bis  praise, 
as  he  had  been  honoured  by  the  friendship 
of  that  excellent  man,  even  from  his  ear- 
liest years.  He  could  say  of  him  that 
when  he  first  undertook  his  arduous  la- 
bours in  the  cause  of  humanity,  he  had 
given  credit  to  mankind  for  greater 
knowledge,  liberality,  and  feeling  than 
he  afterwards  found  them  to  possess.  Ho 
could  say  of  him,  that  the  chief  object 
for  which  he  lived  was  the  amendment  of 
the  penal  code;  and  he  was  certain  thA 
the  hon.  and  learned  mover  was  acting  4n 
a  manner  roost  congenial  to  the  wishes  of 
their  departed  fnend.  In  proposing  the 
present  mvestigation  into  the  state  of  the 
penal  laws*  The  principles  which  that 
lamented  statesman  had  been  the  first  to 
propound  to  the  House,  though  once  most 
vigorously  and  vei^mently  disputed,  had 
bMu  that  night  complimented  by  men  of 
all  parties.  The  first  bill  which  sir  Sa- 
muel Romilly  had  introduced  into  parlia- 
ment, contained  the  remarkable  preamble, 
that  the  excess  of  severity  did  not  prevent 
the  commission  of  crimes.  He  introduced 
the  bill  with  that  preamble,  in  order  that 
his  aentiments  might  be  recorded  in  this 
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MHQUiarj  of  legialilioa ;  «od  tile  cotne- 
queaco  of  it  wa%  ihat  ihough  the  bill  liai 

CM8ed«  the  preanbla  wa*  reytele^    la 
y log  down  that  principIo»  he  hii4  gon» 
far  beyond  hi^  age  and  generation*  apd  it 
was  only  by  perpetual  efibrts,  by  some* 
times  passing  one  law  ia  one  session  and 
another  in  another,  that  he  enlightened 
the  public  mind  aod  iinnreved  the  public 
opiuiooy  to  the  degree  likat  it  waa  at  pre** 
sent  enlightened  and  improved.    It  was 
consoling  tp  reflect,  that  almost  the  last 
act  of  sir  &  Romilly's  puUic  life  waa,  to 
^Qt  that  very  preaoslble  passed,  whicb,  on 
Its  first  introduction  to  the  House^  had 
been  so  rudely  rejected;  and  that  he  had 
the  satisfisiction  to  see  recorded,  aa  the 
sentiments  of  the  Comtnona  of  Eaglaod, 
his  faTourite  principle,  that  excess  6f  se- 
verity did  not  prOfeot  crime.     [Loud 
cheers].— He  $d  not  exactly  koow  boir 
to  explain  the  priociple  on  wbiob  the  right 
hon.  gentletoaawho  spoke  last  acted;  for 
though  he  supported  Uie  hon.  and  learned 
mover's  argnment  in  some  points,  he  did 
not  support  them  in  all.  He  could  not  help 
considering  it  as  one  of  the  triuropba  of 
the  evening,  that  they  had  to  boast  of  the 
right  hon.  gentlemau  aa  a  pioiselyte,  though 
not  so  far  as  to  accord  with  th^  wishes  of 
the  House  and  the  public,  whichhad  been 
expressed  in  a  manner  too  strong  to  be 
mistaken.  Their  opponents,  among  whom 
the  right  hon.  gentfeman  was  to  be  clasaed, 
had  first  of  all  disputed  the  justice  of  tire 
law  which  had  passed.    Then  they  said 
that  ^ir  S.  Romilly's  bill  did  aot  lu:cord 
with  the  expectations  which  had  been 
raised  regaraiog  it.    On  this  point,  he 
was  happy  to  state  that  they  were  fhe  from 
being  rightly  informed.    Nobody,  indeed, 
expected  that  the  crime  ef  prhaWlgr  aleal^ 
iug  from  the  person  woidd  immediately  be 
lessened  by  the  new  enactments  ;  and  yet 
it  would  be  found  that,  if  the  cempanatife 
Increase  of  crimes  were  taken  into  oonsi« 
deration,  it  had  suffered  eonadem^ledimi* 
nutioo*    For  instance,  the  conyictions  fot 
pcif  ately  stealing  fisom  the  person  in  ISl:), 
were  85 ;  m  1817,  £57 ;  the  cennctiens 
for  burglary  in  1811  wete  76,  and  ixiiai7> 
374;  fion  which  anpr  pemon  n^ht  s^, 
that  if  the  oomparattve  inereese  of  enme 
were  conaideied^  the  burghiries  bad  be- 
come more,  and  the  prit nie  stealinga  ficom 
the  per8onjeBsnttnierouStf-*-Heh8dnet  new 
to  contend  for  the  prepikty  of  altating  the 
mactmentsi  of  certain  obadeie  lawa^  aa 
%ku  wai  univeraallj  grafted ;  the  i|uestioa 
heforeLtbe  Honae  sa%  which  of  ibe  two^ 


oommitteea  was  best.    Hfe  ihongte  that 
mmisters  ought  not  to  be  new  coming,  to 
the  Usniae  whh  motsons  for  eeramilseev 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  gaols^  bat 
that  tihey  ought,  en  their  own  seaponsi*^ 
bility,  loog  since  to  have  come  ferwardr 
with  remedies  fealcuHtted  to  vamoire  thw 
evils  and  miseries  which  had  given  nse  tO' 
such  a  general  complainC.    Aftec  the  dr«- 
culation  of  an  excellent  pamphlet,  to  which: 
allusioi^  had  often  been  made  in  tfaeeouran 
of  the  evening,  a  pamphlet  which  he  had 
httuaelf  read  with  ndni^  sensations  ei 
pnm  and  pleasure«-pleasi0e,   from  the 
talents  which  its  authoa  displayed ;  pain, 
from  the  miseries  which  he  depicted**«ha 
was  surprised  that  the  noble  kord  had 
dared  to  come  down  to  the  House  without 
any  specific  plsns ;  that  ho  had  dealt  se^ 
completely  m  generals,  and  had  donw 
nothing  else  but  propose  a  eomouttee 
for  a  purpose  so  universaL    He  was  stiA 
more  surprised  to  find,  that  the  noyeloed 
bad  added  another  important  subject  to  the 
labours  of  that  committee;  namely,  the 
state  of  the  criminal  law.    The  prisonn 
were,  It  was  true,  connected  with  the 
criminal  law  of  the  country ;  but  if  these 
two  subjects  were  joined  together,  it  ap« 
peeved  to  him  that  all  ideas  of  classifying 
the  prisoners,  all  ideas  of  enaeting  thoae 
rules  which  would  make  a  prison  the  school 
of  morality,  would  be  eotbely  omitted. 
The  continuance  of  the  obaolete  puni||h* 
ments  enacted  by  the  laws,  or  ofthqse 
punishments  which,  though  inflicted  by> 
the  legislature,   were  seMom  or  never 
inflicted  by  the  executive  govnvament, 
Was  well  worthy  of  their  serious  attention,, 
because  he  had  no  hesitation  in  n][ing- 
that  it  raqltiplied  in  Uie  piisoner'a  mino, 
the  chances  of  escape,   the  qhanees  of 
mercy,  and  every  other  accident  on  whiob 
a  culprit  could  calouhite.    Let^  then,  omr 
prisons  be  the  dreadful  doagaons  whidi 
they  were  represented  to  be,  or  the  ima^ 

ginarv  paraaise  which  they  ought  not  te 
e,  toe  question  remained  sliU  the  same) 
and  he  would  therefore  ash  the  House, 
whether  thejr  ought  to  eontinae  en  their 
statute  book  those  laws  which  weee  nevea 
executed  I  TV  "8^  boo.  gentleman  bad 
forcibly  nifsd  that  the  aspeal  of  these 
I  lewa  would  destngr  the  eppiehenaien  of 
I  death;  he  however  dHfated  widelif  flron^ 
him  ia  opinum,  ainee  the  Hoese  was  nee 
oaHed  upon  to  repeal  die  lennr  of  deathi 
wbieh  waa  too  finnly  ixed  hi  the  httmae 
nuod;  bet  the  dead  l^ttet  ef  the  kir 
1  which  waa  no  punishment  ni  IN*    !!• 
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nvBphtf  n  wtuB  mviw  oP  Iw 
in  wnieli  the  pfOMOUtar,  the 
the  jttdga,  ana  flM  joiy,  iMd  #A 
joiaed  in  an  amiable  contairac^  te  aeveea 
the  deliDqiieiit{  aod  tharetb«e»  if  it  ipm  the 
epinioB  of  the  Houiey  that  ezeeM  ef 
srreriij  did  not  prevent  the  comoiitaieB 
of  crimey  he  would  atic  whether  it  was 
eoQSonaot  with  the  dignity  of  the  Houio 
te  let  the  question  femam  in  doubt  till 
another  conunittee  ehould  have  fiaiehed 
ita  aiitiagt  f  «-The  hen.  aad  learned  gen* 
tieoMn  then  proceeded  te  aigQe»  that 
at  the  grand  object  of  pnniihiaeot  wae 
eyample,  the  penal  laws  ought  to  ferai  a 
grmd  moral  code,  and  thai  every  eon- 
miction  ought  to  be  a  lesson  of  instnietion 
to  those  who  witnessed  it;  whereas  in 
ninety^nine  cases  ovt  of  every  hun* 
dred,  the  sentence  which  the  judge 
pamed  upon  tlie  ertmlnal  was  a  nock- 
ery  of  law,  a  mockery  of  religion,  a 
mockery  of  all  the  best  feelings  of  human 
nature.  He  would  beg  the  House  to 
figure  to  themselves  what  he  and  many 
ether  individuals  In  it  mu«t  have  frequentlr 
aeen— a  longliDeof  thirty  or  forty  crimf* 
nals  brought  up  at  the  end  of  an  Msize  te 
receive  sentenoe  of  condemnation  x  the 
judae  might  pass  sentence  of  death  upon 
each  individually,  or  upon  the  whole  in 
the  mass,  and  yet,  was  there  any  one  of 
the  spectators,  nay,  was  there  any  one  of 
the  criminals,  who  expected  that  sweeps 
ing  eondemnatton  woulo  ever  be  executed  i 
if,  then,  the  sentence  of  oondemnatren 
had  become  a  mere  modcery,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  make  the  theory  and 
practice  of  the  law  ef  England  to  coin- 
cide ;  for  if  there  was  any  country  where 
the  law  was  mtl^y  administered  towards 
xsrimiaals,  it  was  England ;  and  if  there 
waf  any  whioh  was  more  disgraced  bv 
aanguinary  enactments  than  anotfier,  it 
was  likewise  Boglslid.  [Loud  cheers}. 
The  hon^  member  Ibr  Newcastle  had  said, 
that  he  would  vote  for  hb  hon.  and 
learned  friend's  ssotien,  in  case  the  m- 
^uiry  was  a  real  inquiry,  and  not  set  up 
for  delusion:  he  wouM  take  that  hon. 
number  at  his  word,  and  would  congra- 
solate  his  hoB»  and  learned  fHend  on 
kavkig  obtaiaed  the  acquisition  of  his 
vote  so  his  motion.  For  his  own  part,  he 
mast  declare,  diat  if  be  had  com^  into 
tile  House  a  perfect  stranger  to  the  quef- 
lien,  aad  kaa  beard  the  hon.  member  fcr 
Weymouih*li  assertien,  that  the  inveeti" 
Ration  into  the  state  of  the  gads  woidd 
tenn  suScient  enptoymeni  ler  one  com* 


asittee,  his  mind  would  have  been  mime* 
diately  made  up  to  veto  for  hie  hon.  and 
learned  friend's  motien.  The  object  of 
that  medon  was  to  oaake  the  Hocrse  re- 
acknowledge  the  principte,  that  eacesa 
of  severity  did  not  prevent  the  coromis- 
sien  of  crime;  he  tnerefore  hoped,  that 
when  the  House  considered  the  import* 
anee  of  the  subject,  it  would  not  vote 
for  the  previous  i|uestion. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  aaid^  Aat  afker 
the  brilliant   dtsphr  of  eloquence  and 
sound  argument,  wnich  the  llouse  had 
that  nialrt  witnessed,  he  should  have  con- 
tented liimself  with  a  silent  vote  on  this 
iaaportant  question,  did  he  not  feel  it  to 
be  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  corpora* 
tien  of  the  eitpr  of  London,^  who  first  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  this  l^use  m  favour 
of  a  revision  of  the  criminal  hw,  to  sap- 
port  to  the  utmost  extent  of. bhhunlbte 
abilities,    the    motion   now   before   the 
House.    Hb  hon.  fKend,  who  stated  to 
the  House  certain  fkcts,  which  must  have 
impressed  upon  the  mind  of  every  mem- 
ber the  necessity  of  an  immediate  mqoiry, 
had  alluded  to  some  information  received 
from  him  (alderman  Wood).    He  assured 
the  House,  that  scarcely  a  day  passed  in 
the  course  of  the  two  years,  in  which  he 
filled    a  public  civfc  situation,  without 
some  persons  declining  to  prosecute,  when 
the  efibnce  was  held  by  the  law  to  be  ca- 
pital.   One  most  extraocdinary  instance 
occurred  in  which  9  prosecutor  destroyed 
a  bill  of  exchange  aQ;ionntinff  to  upwards 
of  lOCtf.,  because  he  would  not  sppear 
against  the  prisoner,  he  being  charged 
with  forgery.    Facts  of  this  nature  ap- 
peared to  nim  to  be  strong^  reasons  m 
favour  of  an  immediate  inquiry.<»It  wss 
most  Important  to  consider  the  nresent 
crowded  stste  of  the  prisons,  ptfTtfcularly 
of  Mewffate.  and  esoecially  that  part  of  it| 
appropnated  to  pnsooers  condemned  to 
die.    There  were  now  in  thet  department 
fbrty^seven  criminals  capitally  convicted, 
and  the  fahr  cidculatton  from  tbe  general 
practice  warranted  an  inference  that  not 
more  than  four  of  them  would  suffer  the 
sentence  of  the  law.    He  need  npt  advert 
to  the  other  parts   of  Newgate,  which 
were  crowded  witii  coimcts ;  there  were 
now  more  than  200,  and  many  of  diese 
had  bemi  confined  for  upwards  of  twelve 
months.    This  cfrcuinstanoe  ahme  tended 
to  produce  an  mcreiise  of  crime ;  fbr  the 
men  and  boys  were  confined  without  any 
bodily  or  active  employment  whatpoever. 
The  noble  hri  had  stated  lest  nighty  that 
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^e  .Increase  of  prisoners  materially  avose 
from  the  great  disoharge  of  sailors  from 
the  navy.  He  begged  to  state,  that  out 
pf  S50  male  prisoners  now  confined  in 
Newgate,  there  were  only  12  wlio  had 
served  in  the  navy.  In  his  humble  judg- 
ment, the  only  way  to  prevent  or  decrea^ 
crime  was,  to  fix  a  defioite  punishment^ 
and  nothing  which  could  be  adopted,  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  equal  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  hard  labour,  which  would  enable 
the  prisoner  at  the  expiration  of  his  im- 
prisonment, to  obtain  a  livelihood.  It 
was  on  this  account  that  he  strongly  urged 
the  adoption  of  a  plan,  mentioned  in  the 
report  of  a  committee  laid  before  the 
House  in  the  last  year :  viz.  the  convert- 
ing of  Dartmoor  prison  into  a  receptacle 
for  convicts.  They  might  there  be  fully 
employed  in  cutting  stone  and  turf,  in 
buildine  cottages,  and  in  cultivating  the 
land.  This  would  (le  a  saving  to  the 
country  of  at  least  100,000^.  per  annum;, 
and  he  would  further  suggest,  that  every 
prisoner,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
punishment,  should  be  sent  to  his  parish, 
and  that  he  should  there  be  registered, 
placed  under  the  especial  care  of  the 
parish  officers,  employed,  maintained,  and 
not  allowed  to  depart  without  a  passport. 
Much  stress  had  been  laid  by  the  noble 
lord  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site upon  the  mcrease  of  the  crime  of 
privately  stealing  from  the  i>erson,  since 
the  capital  part  of  the  punishment  had 
been  taken  off.  It  had  been  well  replied 
to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentlemen 
who  spoke  last;  viz.  that  other  crimes 
had  increased  in  a  similar  proportion. 
He  considered  the  best  answer  to  this  ob- 
servation was,  that  previously  to  the 
passine  of  sir  S.  Romilly's  act,  all  offences 
of  such  a  nature  were  capital,  and  conse- 
quently numerous  prosecutions  were  con- 
tmually  abandoned  from  the  humanity  of 
the  proaecutor.  Under  all  these  circum- 
stances, he  felt  it  his  duty  to  support  the 
motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned  mend. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  that  he 
should  not  occupy  much  of  the  attention 
of  the  House,  with  respect  to  the  as- 
sertion that  capital  punishment  should,  if 
possible,  in  every  instance,  follow  the 
commission  of  crime,  he  could  not  but 
^isaeree  from  the  position.  Well  might 
bur  Taws  be  considered  as  saneuinary,  if, 
in  every  case,  suppose  of  burglary,  death 
was  necessarily  to  follow  the  commission 
of  the  act.  The  crime  of  burglary  was 
defined  to  be  the  entering  of  a  bouse  be- 


tween the  bours  of  sun*fise.«nd  sim-set, 
with  a  felonious  inlenticto ;  l^ut  would  jua* 
tjce  require  that  a  boy  wh6  should  open 
the  latch  of  a  door  between  those  hours 
should  be  punished  as  guilty  of  the  of- 
fence, although  he  might  possibly  be  sub* 
ject  to  the  punishment  by  the  mere  letter 
of  the  act  ?  The  same  observation  might 
be  made  respecting  robbery  on  the  high- 
way ;  because  it  was  impossible  for  the 
law  to  take  every  possible  consideration 
of  the  various  circumstances  under  which 
such  offences  might  be  committed.  Some 
might  be  such  as  in  justice  to  require 
capital  punishment,  and  others  might  be 
attended  with  extenuating  circumstances. 
With  respect  to  the  bill  which  had  been 
introduced  by  an  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
man,  whose  name  he  should  never  hear 
mentioned  without  respect,  he  had  ob- 
jected to  the  preamble  of  that  bill 
when  under  the  eonsideration  of  the 
House,  as  involving  an  abstract  proposi- 
tion, which  might  afterwards  be  made  a 
precedent  for  establishing  conclusions  that 
were  questioned.  There  never  was  a 
more  religious,  just,  and  humane  man 
than  lord  chief  justice  Hale,  and  yet  he 
was  for  inflicting  the  highest  punishment 
on  certain  oflknces,  without  entering  into 
the  demerits  of  the  individual  who  might 
have  committed  them.  With  regard  to 
capital  punishment  for  one  species  of 
crime,  to  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
mover  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  House,  he  woidd  ask,  whether  there 
was  not  as  much  moral  guilt  in  forgery, 
which,  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen,  deprived  a 
man  of  liis  property,  as  in  the  act  which 
shotdd  deprive  him  of  it  by  forcible 
means  i  If  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
had  called  for  a  committee  of  inquiry  into 
the  operation  of  punishment  for  any  spe* 
cific  crime,  he  should  perhaps  have  given 
it  his  support;  but  a<i  the  motion  stood 
at  present,  he  must  vote  for  the  previous 
question. 

Sir  James  Maduniosh^  in  reply,  ob- 
served, that  he  should  be  unreasonable  if 
he  did  not  think  that  the  state  of  the  ar- 
gument lay  fairly  before  the  House,  and 
that  therefore  it  would  not  be  requisite 
for  him  to  trouble  the  House  long  at  that 
late  hour.  With  respect  to  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  who  had  spoken  last,  he 
should  set  him  right  on  one  or  two  points. 
He  did  not  intend  that  the  ptmi^hment  of 
death  should  in  every  instance  follow  the 
commission  of  burglary,  nor  did  he  mean 
at  all  to  refer  to  tbe  question  of  forgery* 
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.The  committee  he  had  intended  to  move, 
.would,  if  he  were  to  read  the  Hal,  .be  found 
to  contain  as  fair  a  selection  from  all  parts 
of  the  House  as  could  be  made. 

The  previous  question  being  put,  **  That 
4hat  question  be  now  put,*'  the  Houa^ 
divided : 

Ayes 147 

Noes 128 

Majority  in  favour  of  sir  James  — — 
Mackintosh's  motion    19 

The  result  of  the  division  was  received 
with  repeated  cheers.  The  main  question 
was  then  put  and  agreed  to;  and  a  com* 
mittee  appointed,  consisting  of  the  jot» 
lowiniuBgmberSj^^^ir  James  MacluDtosE, 
Mr.  fiathursti  Mr.  Scarlett^  Mr.  Attorney 
Generals  Mr.  Wilberforce,  lord  Nugent, 
Mr.  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Abercrombj, 
Mr.  Granville  Vernon,  Mr.  alderman 
Wood,  sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  viscount 
Althorp,  Dr.  Phillimore,  Mr.  Finlay,  Mr. 
Fowell  Buxton,  Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr. 
Brougham,  Mr.  Williams  Wynn,  Mr. 
JLittleton,  Mn  Macdonald,  Mr.  Holford, 
and  lord  John  Russell. 


List  of  the 

Abercromby,  hen.  J. 
Allan,  J.  II. 
Althorp,  lord 
Aubrey,  8irJ« 
Barham,  Jos. 
Baring,  nrT.. 
Bamett,  Jame^ 
Becher,  W.  W. 
Bemal,  Ralph 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  0. 
Ben  von,  Benj. 
Birch,  Joseph 
Brandy  hon.  T. 
Bynff,  G. 
Burnett,  sir  F. 
Bankes,  U. 
Buxton,  T.  F. 
Beaumont.  T.  W. 
BcntincJc,  lord  W. 
Calthorpe,  hon.  F. 
Campbell,  hon.  J. 
Carew,  R.  S. 
Carter,  John 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Clifford,  capt. 
Coffin,  sir  I. 
■Cburehill.  lord  C.  S. 
Coussmaker,  Geo. 
.Crickett,  R.  A. 
Davies,  T.  H. 
[Denison,  Win. 
'Dickinson,  Wm. 
.Douglas,  hon.  F.  S. 
Duncannon,  lord 
,  (Dundfts,  bon.  L. 
Dttodaaj  hon.  G^ 


Minority. 

Dundas,  Thos. 
Ebrington,  visct. 
Fuston,  earl  of 
ElHce,  Edward 
Evans,  William 
Fitzgibbon,  hon.  R. 
Fasakerley,  N. 
Fitzgerald,  lord  W. 
Fleming,  D. 
Folkestone,  lord 
Forbes,  C. 
Finlay,  Kirktnan 
Gordon,  Robert 
Graham,  J.  R.  G. 
Grattan.rt.  hon.  H. 
Grenfell,  Pascoe 
Gumey,  H. 
Gurncy,  R.  H. 
Grant,  G.  M. 
Gaskell,  Beni. 
Ilarcourt,  John 
Harvey,  D.  W. 
Hill,  lord  A. 
Honywood,  W.  P. 
Howard,  hon#M^. 
Howarth,  H. 
Hume,  Jos. 
Hurst,  R.  . 
Hutchinson,  boo.  C. 
Heygate,  alderman 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
Knox,  Thomas 
Lamb,  bon.  W. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Uoyd,  J.  M. 
Lyttclton,  hon»  W. 


Ii>njpnan,  G. 
Littleton,  £. 
Lubbock,  sir  John 
Leigh,  J.  H. 
Lewis,  T.  F. 
Macleod,  Roderick 
Macdonald,  James 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Martin,  John  ■ 
Maitland,J.  B. 
Maxwell,  John 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Morpeth,  lord 
Mostvn,  sir  Thos. 
Mordauut,  sir  C. 
Money,  W.  T. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
North,  Dudley 
Nugent,  lord 
Ord,  Wm. 
Palmer,  C. 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Pares,  Thos. 
Pamell,  sir  H. 
Phillips,  C.  M. 
Philips,  George 
Philips,  Geo.  jun. 
Ponsonb}r,  hon.F.  C. 
Power,  Richard 
Proby,  hon.  capt. 
Price,  Robert 
Protheroe,  Ed. 
Phillimore,  Dr. 
Portman,  £.  B. 
Ricardo,  D. 
Ramsden,  J.C. 
Rancliffe,  lord 
Robarts,  A. 
Rpbarts,W.T, 
Russell,  lord  John 
Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
RusbeU,  R.  G. 
Rumbold,C.  E. 
Riddell,  sirJ.  B. 


Rickford;W. 
Scarlett,  James 
Seflon,  earl  of 
Smith,  hon.  R.  I 

Smith,  George 
Smith,  Wm. 
Smyth,  J.  H. 
Sinclair,  George 
Stanton,  sir  G.  > 

Stuart,  lord  Jamca 
Stewart.  Wm. 
Symonds,  T.  P. 
Stanley,  lord 
Tavistock,  marq.  of 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Thorp,  alderman 
Tierney,  rt.  hon.  O. 
Vernon,  G. 
Vernon,  G.  V. 
Waithman,  alderman 
Webb,  Ed. 
Wharton,  John 
Whitbiead,  Wm. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wilkins,  W. 
Williams,  W. 
Wilson,  sir  Robert 
Wood,  alderman 
Wilberforce,  W. 
Wynn,  C.  W. 
Wall,;. 
Wilmot,  R.  J. 

PAIRED  OFF. 

Brougham,  Heniy 
Calvert,  Charles 
Concannon,  L. 
Fergusson,  sir  R.  C.  * 
Foley,  Thos. 
Guise,  sirW. 
Merest,  J,  W. 
Newman,  R.  W. 
Smith,  S. 

Tellers. 
CalcraA,  John 
Ridley,  sii'M.W. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday^  March  8. 

DEffALCATION      IN      THB       ASSBSSBB 

Taxes.]  Sir  IV.  De  Crnpigny  said,  that 
in  the  motion  which'  he  proposed  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House,  he  was  convinced  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  would  give 
him  his  cordial  support.  If  the  right  bon. 
centleman  had  consulted  his  own  private 
uelings,  he  no  doubt  would  have  sifted 
the  matter  to  the  bottom,  for  he  must  be 
convinced  that  It  required  the  minutest 
Inquiry.  The  object  of  his  motioa  waa 
the  detection  of  fraud  practised  by  col- 
lectors, assessors,  aurveyorst  conmiai^ 
sioners  clerks,  Ac,  to  an  extent  unlmowa 
before.    He  wbuld  do*  the  right  hon.  gen- 
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deman  tfae  jtntiee  tb  sajr.  that  '^hm  tiMM 
iAiuBet  Imd  beetk  Submitted  to  him»  he 
had  ap^hited  a  person  to  inquire  lititD 
thero»  bat  he  had  not  beeid  able  to 
accomplish  what  his  inclination  prompted 
him  to  attempt*  and  the  system  of  sur- 
charges, wUoh  had.«o  long  disgraced  the 
countrv>  was  strll  continued.  If  he  stic^ 
ceeftodf  ib  getting  the  inquii^  for  whioii 
be  was  about  to  movet  he  hoped  they 
should  be  able  to  put  an  end  to  that  sys- 
tem of  surcharge  and  defalcation  whicfk 
had  so  lon^  existed^  In  the  little  parish 
of  Westerham,  in  the  district  of  Seven* 
oaks,  the  gross  assessment  in  1814  was 
I«4S8/.  14«. ;  bat  the  returns  amounted  only 
to  1,115^  8f:  ild.;  consequently  there 
was  that  year  a  dedication  of  SS2/.  iU. 
Id.  In  VSlSf  ifce  assessment  was  the 
same,  trot  etoijr  980/.  \0s.  were  returned, 
leaving  a  defkicaition  of  4^58/.  lOs.  In 
1816,  the  astessmeot  was  the  same,  but 
the  retunu  were  ooly  858/.  14««  leaving 
thai  year  a  de&ieetfon  of  579/.  Gt.  One 
gentfamaa  in  thtfC  neighbourhood  paid 
150/.  arjreanj  but  f($f  two  years  this  sum, 
had  not -been  returned  at  ftU,but  put  into 
the  pockets  of  these  persons.  There 
were  seversll  otbet  cases  of  a  similar  na- 
ture* which  made  the  whole*  defalcation 
in  that  parish  amount  to  1,968/.  S«.  ^4 
One  of  the  collectors  had  been  allowed  to 
coHetft  arrears,  and  to  retain  fdiem  for  15  . 
months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  was 
found  necessary  to  sell  the  furniture  of 
his  House  tb  ftty  his  debts.  Under  sueh 
circumstances;  was  he  not  justified  in 
claiming  the  sanction  of  the  House  to  stop 
this  system  of  peculation  i  He  hoped 
the  nght  hon.  gentleman  would  assist  dim 
in  cleansing  wis  Augean  stable.  The 
hon.  baronet  then  moved,  **  That  there 
be  laid  beftre  this  Hotise,  a  Statement  of 
Defalcation  in  the  Assessed  Taxes  for  the 
town  of  Westerham,  in  Kent,  delivered  to 
tkm  Cfumeellor  of  the  Excheqaer,  I>ecem« 
her  9th,  Ism.** 

The  Ckanottt0r  of  tki  EatAefmr  was 
viiliiig  to  oomnumicate  mil  the  inforiM- 
tMo  on  tibe  subject  which  was  ift  the  pos- 
aeasioD  of  goveniment ;  bat  lie  suggested 
Sfcia  yiopiWy  of  withdrawing  the  present 
ilwtion.  Con  the  puqpose  of  bringing  an- 
dAer  in  a  shape  osore  Kkely  to  answer 
dieTpaffose  in  view;  He  could  assure 
the  hmi.  taraaet,  that  instructions  had 
bem  isauad  to  tlM  Beard  of  Taxes  to  In- 
eliiata  od  ioqnr  iofto  the  deAkatiens  aU 
hrtedto. 

ak  B.  KH^kkil mSirfttX  after  wiM 


ImnI  lUllit  ONM  tlbe  duDfCMei'  oC  the  ex* 
isheqtiai),  ft  woald  not  be  neoeiaary  to 
fffosi  the  notiiMi*  He  was  one  of  thosb 
who  wished  tliar  Che  fhoids  in  question 
liiould  be  sifted  to  the  bottom.  He 
Imped,  however  the  motion  wosid  bb 
withdrawn,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
the  eiibjeot  before  the  House  in  a  shape 
whith  would  allow  it  to  be  taken  into  oon- 
sidcfatiQsi* 

-BIr  W,  De  Cmpigny  eonsented  to  with* 
draw  die  motion,  on  tne  assurenee  given 
by  the  chancdlor  of,  the  exohequer.  it 
ms  eoroewhat  singular,  that  notwithstandc- 
ing  these  defalcations  hod  been  pointed 
Mt  more  than  two  years  ago,  the  persons 
twoptamcd  of  wore  of  ill  in  the  sanne  situ- 
ation. 

.  Mr.  Lmshingtan  send  a  paragnph  from 
she  ireport  from  the  Board  of  Taxes  to 
the^Treasuryr  ^*h  the  view  of  satMying 
tiie  hon.  baronetv  that  prop^  measures 
had  been  adopted  agi^nst  the  persona  inw 
pupated  in  the  dedications. 

Mr.  Turnei/  concurred  itf  reoommetid* 
ing  the  hon.  baronet  to  withdraw  the 
present  motion.  If  the  papers  furnished 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  did 
not  supply  him  with  the  necessary  in- 
formation, it  would  be  in  his  power  to 
move  for  more  hereafter.  It  appeared 
that  great  depredations  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  he  hoped  that  every  thing 
would  be  done  by  the  Treuury  to  investi- 
gate this  siffiiir  thoroughly. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 


itOU8£  OF  LORDS. 
Tkunday^  Fdmt^ay  4. 

fiLA VBS  IN  TH£  WxST  iKDf  A ISL AKDS.  J 

Lord  IMIand  rose  to  calf  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  measures  which  had 
been  aiopted  by  the  colonial  legislatures^ 
in  consequence  of  the  address  of  that 
House,  in  June,  l6l6.  Their  lordshiph 
would  reodlect,  that  the  address  Of  1816 
arose  out  of  the  unfortunate  trans&ctiona 
whidi  bad  ooourred  in  the  island  of  Bar* 
badoes.  It  was  the  great  object  of  that 
address  to  induce  the  colonies  to  adopt 
measurea  calcuiated  to  prevent  their  re- 
currence. The  address  accordingly  OK* 
pressed  a  wish  that  his  majeaty*s  govern- 
ment would  recommend  to  the  colonial  go- 
vernments the  carrying  intoexecucfon  some 
meaauresfor  preveotingthe  illegal  unporto- 
tion  of  slavea,  aod  for  tlie  improvement  of 
those  already  existing  in  the  islands.  With 
regatdto  the  fim  e^ed  of  the  addnes^ 
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teen  t^tddj  adoptbd  hgr  aH  4m  MumI*  j  «f  raUgious  libeiiy  wWehyfln 


mod  d«nm  on  tlw  ■nhjicl  fsf  tA«  sddvMs 
kad  •xbted,  they  had  been  dinipated  by 
the  temeeittl*  and  Jadicioua  oaadocl  af 
'iba  legHlatuiat  of  cha  dMnraiH  itlandi. 
•Ha  abootd  Iharefera  lay  aa  mora  on  that 
fart  of  tha  aubjaet^  bal  with  raapeet  Ca 
tba  olher  objecu  of  Iba  addreaa  ba  tbougbc 
aana  obi^nratiant  aaoasMfy.  Tha  carat 
«f  tba  Bwaauras  Adimttd  far  tha  moral 
•ad  raligi#us  tnatmcnoa  of  tba  napoaa 
4iid  not  ippaar^  la  far  at  ba  watfciftiraiad^ 
•a  aatiafiu:tory  4a  tboaa  wbidi,  iihdar  tba 
«ama  of  ramiir  actti  te^  bad  beeiti  oalr* 
ciad  iotaaSBot  to  pcvfoat  the  Hlaffal  im^ 
portation  af  ilaivaa  from  Africa.  Ha  waa» 
Mwavar,  bapFf  ^  «ay^  Ibat  tba  cotanial 
k^fnlaiuvat  had  abawn  no  indiffierenca  ta 
thia  important  ^aH  of  the  raoommanda^ 
tkift.  Whan  oomadarable  ^aeimiary  ia& 
crificea  wara  mnda«  m  order  to  attain  ad 
ab}oer»  it  waa  aiiraly  to  be  preftomed  that 
thoaa  who  nrnda  them  ware  tiooare.  Con& 
iniog  bimMlf  to  the  iriand  of  Jamaio% 
Im  bad  to  atate,  that  in  aat  had  baaA 
Ipaatod  theia  about  a  year  and  abalf  agO| 
to  profide  for  tha  aapaintmept  of  tiranty 
Mmtoi  to  giro  ralifteua  ioatniatioo  to  the 
aegraea,  at  the  rate  of  900L  eorranef 
aadi  par  annnoL  It  had  iiton  ftmnd) 
hawtoar,  that  thia  anm  waa  not  aoAoiant 
to  indnca  the  nacemery  number  of  raipact- 
eble  dargyman  of  the  dhUrdi  af  England 
to  go  from  thia  eodntry  and  und^talm 
Iba  itok.  But  wbntevor  defect  there 
might  be  in  thia  meaanra^  be  tow  no  len^ 
aaii  to  im|mte  it  to  any  onwilNbgnam 
in  the  colonial  lagiahouraa.  It  bad  baati 
fbottd  impaatible  to  poeoto  clergymeo 
r^gnldrly  adnfalid  for  cbe  cborcb  of  EHg*^ 
land,  mclinad  to  go  to  the  Weat  lodiat  2l 
tke  aafawy  oibradr  ebd  he  knew  not  what 
Ibrthnr  maaaaraa  bad  been  adopted  by 
tbe  hoato  of  aitobibly  ef  Jamaica  to  ob^ 
aiato  that  objection }  but  experience  had 
abown  thet  nariona  educated  in  a  higher 
apheie  of  lift  were  aaidom  m  tocoemUd 
in  cemmtmioaifaia  rtllgioua  instruction  to 
men  in  the  nnftrtonate  aituAtion  of  ttavee 
na  humbler  inatrumenta.  In  doing  Ml 
Jnttioe  to  the  houto  of  aiaembly  for  tbe 
toecif  to  which  bed  i  itduoed  tbe  petrfng  of 
the  aei  for  npyointing  euitoetf  it  ei  the 
aalne  time  mi^  not  tolm  dbwniaai,  mat 
aame  acta  mmed  hi  n  t  e^  dlwiefll  aplrit 
bndbeeaptoaad  tia  meent  tbato  egmnat 
imiaius  of  mimloifeHei,  uMeh  j^eeed 
bi^  tbe  iMmda  of  tbe  odionid  gotoraMel  a 
(VOL-  XXXUL) 


poKver  tnooQi4itent  wHh  tboie  prineiplm 

'iaopHtton^ 
oughtalwaya  to  be  Iiald  aaaaed.  How» 
over,  whto  even  in  thai  Hooaat  in  tfm  W^ 
gitlaton  of  tliia  country »  iw  ooold  find 
out  oomparatively  few  pandna  dtspoaed 
to  carry  their  prtodplea  ao  fer  aa  he  wa% 
be  could  not  think  that  tba  conduct  of  the 
raprotontatiato  of  the  coloniita»  in  peming 
tbaae  lawa,  could,  in  feimaaa,  be  made  e 
groimd  for  impeaching  their  liniceri^ft  Aa 
«rperiance  bad  protad  the  advantage  of 
ompleying  jpieriona  in  a  hoB>ble  aitoation 
of  me  to  cemaMuicito  lellgioua  inatru^ 
tidn  to  the  negroea,  be  wouid  focoownend 
the  employment  of  a  aeeti  agaioat  whom 
Im  dwugbt  no  objection  oouM  be  mnbib 
tainad^he  meant  the  Momvian  bretfatoK 
He  wished  tbat  the  colonial  asaambliaa 
bad  men  more  llbend  cncooTagement  to 
miasionarito ;  but  at  any  rato  no  hoped 
tbay  wauM  avail  theuMelvM  of  tbe  amia>- 
tanee  of  tba  worthy  man  of  the  aect  to 
whieb  he  had  alluded.  According  to  tbe 
phn  oriffinallT  adapted  far  the  propagn^ 
tian  of  Chriattanily  in  North  Ameriea,  an 
ebtaUlsbmeot  waa  made^  not  dnlr  fer  coi 
rates^but  fer  scboolmest«a»  Ife  should 
tbhk  tbat  thb  phm  could  be  adopted  with 

Eedvantage  in  Jamaiea  and  the  other 
la,  and  that  missionaries  feom  thd 
Momvbms.  or  other  sects,  might  be  ap^ 
pointed  schoolmasters.  In  making  the 
tocommendatlon  ceiitainad  in  the  addraast 
ibr  die  general  itoprovemeiit  of  the  ne« 
groes^  ttiair  lordships  certainly  did  ndt 
goofew  their  views  to  mere  phvaieal  ooas* 
Ibfts.  The  supply  of  negroes  mm  AMed 
befaig  cut  eii^  the  bhick  populatiob  af  tibu 
Wtot  India  islends  were  placed  in  a  sitm^ 
tloo  in  which  they  must  necesMtiljr  meko 

Kt  inmrovement.  Theeolonisu,dedit> 
looked  forward  to  thisfauprovementi 
but  at  the  same  thne  it  was  natural,  kk 
their  aitoation,  that  they  should  exercito 
mueb  caution  with  respect  to  the  meaiuiee 
they  Weto  led  to  adopt  m  thedift  tout  sUgee 
ef  hs  piegress.  Goncillatioh  on  all  these 
subjecti  was  the  du^  of  the  British  pai4ie« 
nient,tlieldeaahetbtowoat,thefefore,were* 

meridy  by  way  of  recommendation.  Many 
wsto  of  opinion  that  no  further  imptove* 
BSent  eodd  be  mode  fai  the  coodltiott  of 
tb«  Weal  India  aleves,  until  they  had 
aeduired  a  greater  degree  of  religious  io^ 
atrictions  fee  wm  therefore  induced  t0 
prapto<i  e  phm  embtoebig  that  oliject  All 
otlaHiil  praprietors  or  agents  weto  now 
ooesptllad  by  law  to  v^ter  tbe  number 
and  the  agto  of  tbe  sittrroto  Mlhsir  ao*^ 
(SI) 
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apective  estatei.  He  would  propoie  tint 
in  this  register  tbere  should  besides  be 
added  the  Duinber  of  the  negroes  who  hid 
been  baptized,  and  had  arrived  at  the  pos- 
session of  a  competent  knowledge  of  the 
christian  religion.  As  there  was  a  defi- 
ciency of  regular  clergymen,  this  register 
might  be  made  on  the  certificates  of 
Moravian  brethren.  All  the  negroes  thus 
proved  to  have  attained  to  a  competent 
religious  knowledge,  he  would  admit  to 
give  evidence  in  courts  of  justice.  The 
right  reverend  prelate  who  had  shown  so 
laudabie  an  anxiety  for  the  improvement 
of  the  negroes,  would,  he  trusted,  give  his 
support  to  a  measure  of  this  sort.  When 
tbat  right  rev.  prelate  saw  that  temporal 
inducements  were  requisite  to  procure 
clergymen  to  preach  the  gospel,  he  could 
notthink-it  improper  that  such  iuduce- 
meats  should  be  held  out  to  the  negro^ 
to  become  christians.  Such  inducement 
was  the  more  necessary,  when  the  manner 
in  which  the  question  of  conversion  to 
Christianity  presented  itself  to  the  mind 
of  the  slave,  when  recommended  to  him 

2f  Uiose  who  had  authority  over  him.  It 
ways  appeared  to  him  that  his  master 
had  some  selfish  view  in  the  recommenda- 
tion* On  the  contrary,  if  he  found  that  a 
knowledge  of  christisnit^gave  him  import* 
aoce  amonff  his  companions,  he  would  be 
eager  to  obtain  it ;  for,  notwithstaocUnff 
the  degraded  state  into  which  the  origtnu 
sin  of  Uie  African  slave-trade  had  plunged 
these  unfortunate  beings,  they  still  pos- 
sessed the  ambition  of  distinguishing 
themselves.  The  right  thus  acquired 
would  also  be  for  the  advantage  of  the 
master;  and  it  was  to  be  presumed,  tbat 
eviery  person  of  that  class,  of  a  well- 
constituted  mind,  would  be  proud  to  see 
the  number  of  ne|;roes,  so  marked  by 
moral  and  religious  improvement,  increase 
on  his  estate.  Such  conduct  would  ce- 
ment the  union  which  ought  to  subsisi 
between  the  parties.  The  slave  would 
not  consider  the  distinction  he  acquired 
as  a  conquest  from  the  master,  nor  would 
the  master  be  jealous  of  his  enjoyment 
by  the  slave.  He  again  wjsbed  it  to 
be  understood  that  what  he  stated  was 
merely  in  the  nature  of  a  recommendation. 
He  had  no  intention  of  proposing  any 
motion  or  resolution.  He  would  not  dis- 
cuss what  might  be  the  rights  of  this 
country  with  respect  to  colonial  legisla- 
tion* He  shoula  only  say«  that  nothing 
but  the  most  dire  necessity  could  excuse, 
any  interference  of  parliaiiMnt  with  the. 


local  assemblies.  If  a  measure  was  good, 
though  only  one-fourth  of  it  should  db  ob^ 
tained  through  the  medium  of  the  colo» 
nial  legislatures,-  that  portion  was  better 
than  the  whole  obtained  in  a  way  in  which 
its  execution,  if  at  all  possible,  would  be 
very  imperfect.  Vofr  these  reasons,  be 
had  thought  it  right  to  trouble  their  lord- 
ships with  these  observations.  There,  was 
sometimes  a  strong  inducement  thus  to 
travel  out  of  the  record,  as  in  tbat  House 
opportunities  ofiered  for  expressing  opi^ 
nions  which  might  perhaps  have  some 
weight  with  those  who  possessed  tnflo* 
enceand  authority  elsewoere.  He  con* 
eluded  by  moving  an  address,  for  an  ae* 
count  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  co* 
lonial  legislatures  in  conseauence  of  the 
reeommeodatioos  contained  in  the  address 
voted  by  their  lordships  in  June,  1816. 
.  Earl  Baihurst  applauded  the  moderation 
and  judgment  with  which  the  noblelord  bad 
bsoaght  forward  his  motion,  and  was  con* 
vinced  that  the  important  object  he  bad  in 
view,  would  best  be  obtained  by  giving 
time  to  the  colonial  legislatures  to  mature 
the  measures  they  were  disposed  to 
adopL  With  respect  to  the  registering  of 
slaves,  the  colonies  had  oassed  actsi 
These  acts  differed  from  each  other,  and 
that  very  difference  was  a  proof  of.  m 
sincere  disposition  to  .attain  the  object 
which  had  been  recommended  to  them, 
and  also  that,  when  they  did  not  accom* 

Slish  all  that  had  been  recommended,  the 
eviation  proceeeded  from  no  concerted 
design.  In  this  last  respect  they  all  differed 
in  one  point,  from  the  recommendation  to 
enact  tnat  slaves  not  found  in  the  register 
should  be  immediately  declared  free.  No 
clause  to  that  effect  was  to  be  found  in 
any  of  the  acts :  but  it  was  provided  that, 
after  being  detained  one  year,  if  not 
claimed,  they  should,  then  be  free.  A 
clause  in  the  different  acts,  that  a  copy  of 
every  register  should  be  sent  to  this 
country,  was  a  most  desirable  object. 
Since  these  registration  acts  had  been 
passed  by.  the  colonial  assemblies,  it  was 
in  the  contemplation  of  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment to  recommend  other  measures 
to  be  adopted  here.  They  would  propose 
the  passing  an  act, making  all  sales  of 
estates  contracted  for  in  this  country  void 
and  illegal,  unless  a  description  of  the 
slaves  on  the  estate  accompanied  the  sale. 
If  there  appeared  tq  be  any  slaves  on  shn 
estate  whidi.  wero'  not  included  in  tbe 
colonial  register, such  slavesshould  beheld 
oot.tp  be  WKle  over  tor  the  purchaser.  ..Aa 
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the  f  aliit  of  ctlateft  depended  cUefly  on 
the  slavest  Uiit  would  be  a  uiett  impoitaiit 
check;  for  if  correct  regUteri  were  not 
kept  10  thecolooiesy  il  would  be  iropoMible 
to  obtaio  mooejr  oor  estates  sold  here.  The 
propotiogoflhis  measure  had  been  delayed 
untdthe  colonial  assemblies  had  passed 
their  register  acts,  because  it  was  wished 
not  to  do  any  thin^  which  might  at  such 
a  time  appear  to  interfere  with  the  free 
exercise  of  the  autheritir  of  these  assem- 
blies; but  now  he  haa  no  hesitation  in- 
staling,  that  a  bill  for  this  object  would 
veiy  soon  be  introduced  into  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  In  what  the  noble 
lord  had  said  respecting  the  appointment 
of  curates^  he  hsd  done  justice  to  the  in- 
tentions of  the  legislature  of  Jamaica. 
The  salary  of  S00<.»  currency  which 
amounted  to  little  more  than  150/.  had 
been  found  insufficient;  and  besides*  the 
duties  wliich  the  curates  hsd  to  perform 
were  not  described.  The  objection  as  to 
salary  had»  however,  been  removed*  and 
be  hoped  that  proper  appointments  would 
apeeddyuke  place.  Thenoble  lord  thought 
tnat  there  was  a  difficulty  in  procurmg 
a  proper  supply  of  clergymen  of  the  es* 
Cablisoed  church*  and  certainly  consider- 
able difficulty  had  been  experienced  in 
that  respect*  though  the  right  rev.  prelate 
who  haa  been  applied  to  had  made  every 
effort  to  overcome  it.  Great  difficulty 
arose  from  this  circumstance*  that  no  per* 
aon  can  be  ordained  by  a  bishop,  except 
fiir  some  specific  preferment  or  duty 
within  the  diocese  of  that  prelate.  The 
bishop  of  London  usually  made  the  ap- 
pointments* but*  in  fact  he  bad  no  legal 
aathorit^  over  the  West  India  islands.  In 
the  begmning  of  the  last  century,  it  had 
occurred  to  bishopi  Sherlock*  that  there 
was  something  irregular  in  the  exercise  of 
that  authority;  and  upon  investigation* 
that  was  found  to  be  the  case.  Still* 
however*  it  had  been  found  necessary  to 
continue  the  practice  of  ordination  for  the 
colonies;  but  in  doing  %o^  the  bishop  of 
London  overstepped*  in  some  measure* 
the  bounds  of  his  authority.  There  was* 
of  course,  no  little  difficulty  in  the  bishop 
taking  all  the  responsibility  on  himself. 
When  a  person  was  ordained  for  general 
colonial  service*  it  was  well  known  that 
the  examination  was  not  of  precisely  the 
aame  nature  as  that  which  would  take 
place  were  he  to  exercise  his  clerical 
duties  within  the  diocese.  It  would*  there- 
fore* be  advisable  to  obtain  some  security* 
that  penooa  ofdained  for  the  colonies  did 
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actuallygp  to  them*  and  whein  there,  did. 
not  inimediately  return  to  act  aa  clergy* 
men  in  this  country.  The  noble  lord .  had  ■ 
adverted  to  means  of  enabling  a  certain 
portion  of  the  black  population  to  give 
evidence  in  courts  of  justice;  and  it  ap« 
peered  to  him  that  for  that  purpose  it  wee. 
necessary  for  the  negroes  to  possem  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  christian  re* 
li^on.  He  agreed  with  the  noble  lord  in 
this  view  of  the  subject ;  for  the  mere  cer* 
tificate  of  baptism  would  not  be  a  proof 
of  improvement  in  religious  knowledge. 
If  the  negroes  could  obtain  it  without  duo 
preparation*  they  would  willingly  be  bap* 
tixed  three  or  four  times  over*  as  they 
believed  it  to  be  a  charm  against  enchant* 
ment.  He  readily  acceded  to  the  motioa. 
of  the  noble  lord. 

The  Bishop  of  Ijmd«%  said*  that  the 
noble  lord  who  had  in  so  able  a  manner 
brought  forward  this  question*  had  done, 
him  nothing  but  justice  in  attributing  to 
him  a  sincere  wish  for  the  religious  and 
moral  improvement  of  the  negroes.  He 
could  not*  however*  agree  with  the  noble 
lord  in  the  manner  in  which  he  had  pro- 
posed to  communicate  that  religious  in* 
struction.  The  noble  lord  had  oeen  too 
ready  in  concluding  that  recourse  ought 
to  be  had  to  sectaries*  and  that  temporal 
rewards  were  necessary  to  induce  clergy* 
men  of  the  dburch  of  England  to  perform 
their  duty.  The  church  of  £ngla|d  had 
as  yet  had  very  little  opportunity  of 
making  effiBrts  in  the  colonies.  The  cler- 
gymen appointed  for  Jamaica  had,  in 
some  pubhcations*  been  blamed  for  not 
doing  more  than  they  had  yet  accom- 
plished ;  but  what  was  expected  of  then 
was  rrally  beyond  their  physical  powers. 
There  were  w  Jamaica  19  parishes  of 
great  extent*  each  of  these  parishes  waa 
from  SO  to  40  miles  long*  ana  about  20  or 
80  broad.  It  was  not  possible*  therefore* 
for  any  man  to  maintain  that  sort  of  com* 
munication  with  the  population  of  auch 
parishes  as  might  subsist  between  a  der- 
gvman  and  the  population  of  a  parish  in 
England.  When  he  was  informed  of  the. 
act  granting  SOOL  currency  as  salary  for 
curates,  he  made  inquiry  among  mer» 
chants  acquainted  with  Jamaica*  as  to  the 

Eropriety  of  that  sum*  and  they  assured 
im*  that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  maiouio 
any  person  in  the  character  of  a  gentle* 
man.  In  consequence  of  bis  representa* 
tkms  on  the  subject*  the  salary  had  been 
increased  to  500L  cunency*  which  ho 
understood  amounted  to  something  be* 
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tMen  SMML  and  §60L  tltriikig.  TUiit) 
w«s  exptctod  would  b«  found  luffioiettfi, 
and  Urn*  one  great  diffieally  as  to  die  ap- 
pointnienls  waa  removed.  He  did  not 
▼et»  hamefWf  know  what  coiiditioiM  wouM 
be  prapoaad  along  with  the  salary.  WlMt 
the  nODle  aecrelary  of  state  had  said  00 
the  aoMect  of  the  appofaitmonto  was  cor- 
rect it  bad  boon  foaad,  after  an  tequirv 
BMidoby  tho  hiw»oCcers  of  thecrown^  Ihi^ 
the  bishop  of  London  had  no  jurisdiction 
over  the  colonies.  They  bad,  however, 
firom  tho  necessity  of  the  tfase,  continued 
to  act,  and'had  corresponded  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  appointnienta  with  tbo  governors 
of  the  West  India  islands.  The  reverend 
prahlo  proceeded  to  detail  at  lengib  the 
meaanffcs  wbiek  had  been  adopted  for  the 
religious  instruction  of  the  negroes,  and 
dMOrvedi  ttiat  thai  instnietion  was  best 
confided  in  the  hands  of  tfce  etefgy  of  the 
established  church. 

Lord  fIbUarai/explBined,  ihalin  using  the 
worda  <*  temporal  inducements,"  he  meant 
what  was  admitted,  that  the  salary  was 
thought  insoflloient  for  penons  educated 
fiir  the  chmrch  of  England.  He  had, 
therefoie^  recommended  the  Moraviaa 
brethren  as  a  means  of  renfovioe  that  difli- 
oulfy.  The  noble  seoietary  of  state  was 
not  correct  in  saying  that  he  thought  a 
competent  knowledge  in  the  christian  re* 
ligion  necessary  to  the  admission  of  ne- 
groes to  give  evidence  in  courts  of  justice. 
He  had  given  no  opinion  on  that  question. 
He  had  merely  said,  that  many  persons 
were  of  opinion,  that  a  consideraole  de- 
gree of  religious  instruction  must  precede 
any  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
slaves,  and  it  was  with  the  view  of  conci- 
liatiotf  that  opimon  that  he  had  su^sted 
theplBn  whicn  he  had  briefly  described. 

xne  question  was  then  carried  nem.  db» 
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Coal  Dutibs.]  Mr.  Lygon  presented 
a  petition  from  Bewdley,  against  an  equa* 
Ksation  of  the  Coal  Duties. 

The  CkaneOhr  qf  ihe  Exchequer  said, 
that  it  certainly  was  not  the  Intention  of 
^vemment  to  propose  an  equaliaation  of 
Ate  tax.  IVbile  be  made  this  dedanitimi, 
he  conceived  hinlsdf  bound  to  ssTy  that 
he  thought  the  course  pursued  by  the 

Srtitlonecs  from  the  inland  districts  inju*' 
clous,  and'  that  he  did  not  see  how  aiiy 
Kctical  advantage  was  likriy  to  resufe 
n  the  agititidn  of  the  quastidn* 


Mulamkom  thoaghc  the  most  ndvise^ 
aMo  mode  of  paoooedmg  woold  bo  to  havo 
the  sohject  hiVesiigateaIn  a  commltleo. 

Mn  Dmmhjfofi  conceived,  that  an  oqoa- 
Unsiioo  of  IM  d«^  on  coala  would  bo  an- 
act  of  tho greaiest  ia|nstioei  andthatthe 
ownera  of  colKeriea  were  enytlad  Co  dslni' 
tho  protoellon  of  paitiaaMOt.  Nothmy 
conid  be  tnora  narrow-minded  than  so  W 
a  duty  at  this  time  on  a  material  on  wMch 
tho  manolhotnres  of  tho  country  were  sir 
dependent.  A  tax  on  coals  at  the  pilr 
would  bo  most  impolitic* 

Mr.  liMfalMi  co«M  not  say  that  dkis^ 
deehMtionoftho  chanceHor  of  tho  ex-^ 
chequer  was  satisfactory  to  him.  TSl*  ho 
heara  a  declaration  liroo  government,  ea« 
proaslag  their  oph^on  of  the  injustlee  of 
an  equalhatkm  of  this  tax,  and  that  titey 
would  not|  under  anv  circurastaoces^  sup* 
port  a  proposition  for  such  an  equaKao- 
tion,  ho  woidd  take  everr  opportunity  of 
excitiBg  a  discussion  on  tae  subject.  Her 
hoped  um  hon.  member  for  the  county  of 
Duiliami,  If  he  had  any  inteathm  of  moving^ 
for  a  committee,  would  state  wheAer  la 
was  his  intention  to  move  fi»r  Such  a  com* 
mittee  before  Easter. 

Mr.  XramAloif  said,  he  hadalready  stated 
that  he  thou^  thu  suUect  ouabt  to  be* 
investigated  m  a  committee.  Whatever 
might  no  the  opinion  of  membersi  it  waa 
but  right  that  both  parties  should  have  » 
hearing.  Those  who  petitioned  against 
the  exMting  duty,  were  confident  that  in 
a  committee  thev  would  be  able  to  prove 
its  injustice  and  impolicy.  He  himself 
had  no  doubt  that  they  would  bring  fbr^ 
ward  evidence  to  show,  not  only  diat  the 
city  of  London,  but  that  aH  the  coast  ooghtr 
to  no  refieved  from  the  tax.  They  would* 
prove  that  this  relief  would  c^use  a  great 
increase  In  the  coasting  trade,  and  thua 
afford  employment  to  a  number  of  seameir 
-«-a  oonnderation  of  the  utmost  import^ 
ance  m  the  preaent  circumstances  of  cher 
countfy.  He  hoped  they  utoold  be  abte 
to  prove  before  a  committee,  the  Justice 
ana  policy  of  taking  off  the  duty  ^to^ 

CeK  In  anawer  to  the  question  ptit  to 
he  had  only  to  say  that  (he  h^n. 
member  fbr  Surrey  had  given  notioe  o' 
hn  intention  to  bring  the  tubjeot  befbre 
the  Houses  and  he  did  not  kndw  whether 
he  would  do  so  befbre  Batter  or  notw 

Tlie  ChancMor  qf  thi  Exchequer  ssf^, 
that  he  shotdd  certainly  oppose  the  ap^ 
pointment  of  such  a  committee*  He  counjf 
not  see  that  thf  adtation  of  the  qotatioot 
6diild'  be  atiettditu  wiui  tny*  neMAi.  - 


8&71 


Mim^mM    ff^^^Ji^  f^tmi^^L. 

MUmtmm  t^&fHftm  v^fPiliW* 


UAwem  4»  lS19k 


cast 


Bin  CMfUMy  tlMVglM  Ae  ••kfeel 


Mr «  HaAntf  fibMMr  Mid«  thtt  wh«tlief 
#r  not  My  utthewutakem  for  tlie  tfity  in- 
umieA  to  bring  th«  soMeot  beftM  III* 
Hmm»  hedidiiotkmMi'ibvl  behimMlf 
ihoold  not  iMiik  fipom  tiM  dangerw  Tlie 
ptnMif  wbam  iirepriiaaicdhad  loBgbeMi 
opmited  by  Ihk  u»»  and  the  MttUq^  wMi 
vliMh  tbqr  bote  ii  fMiaaitambiiir.  Bol 
if  tbejr  bad  bMMTio  neglected  Ibeir  inter* 
ette,  be  Iniited  ihejF  wmM  Mir  eaert 
tiieBMcliMe  to  tM  JntciM  doao. 

Mr.  H^fbM  Ibeugbty  tbal  tbe  equeliM* 
tioa  aboiikl  not  bo  ftreaMd,  if  it  waaM 
haia  tbe  mMutbetufeie :  but  be  trasted 
tbai  tbe  mettfopolii  and  otber  pheea 
omM  be  reliefad  withoat  bardMdag  tbe 


Mr.  a  CatmH  mSA,  llial  tboold  tbe 
dMieeHor  ef  (be  ecebequer  ooaiiaM  to 
opiwM  the  Motion  for  tbe  appointmentiof 
a  ceomiilteei  be  boped  be  weald  experl- 
eaee  a  dJMppoiataieDt  fimQar  to  ibatiUl 
bf  mbilftteia  wiMn  left  in  a  lainority  two 
e^reinnge  ago* 

Mh  ^Mi^  MMt  tiM  al  a  tiaM  wben  tbe 
aMmatwiatea  in  alaMMl  every  part  of  the 
kiagdoni  were  in  a  ttvaggln^  coadition» 
ana  tbe  labeiirere  rimott  redoeed  to  beg^ 
garff  it  weaM  be  moel  ioMolitie  ta  by  a 
las  on  tboceab  enplayea  in  tlie  mamK 
fhetttriog  Mtrieiii  ooder  tba  idea  of 
eqneKamg  tim  dn^t  but  be  wcNild  w^ 
Ihigly  vote  for  tbo  repeal  of  tbe  taxaho-* 

■^pwicr. 

MiB.  UMHm  ttated  tbai  tbe  nonefoue 
maaufaetiiren  whom  he  repreeentedi 
were  net  able  lo  beer  tbe  preteoi  taxe»i 
and  oonse^neatly  were  ineapablo  of  bear* 
tag  additiooid  dotiei.  Whether  a  new  or 
an  amended  law  wat  in  contemplation,  be 
tboagbt»  in  a  ttaencial  tlew,  the  cben* 
oellor  of  tbe  eaebe^uer  oncht  not  to  con* 
sent  to  Mr  alteration  of  the  inland  eoi^ 
dMiea,  at  ft  wedd  not  only  severely  aft^t 
^t  eonititttentSy  bat  prove  venr  oppretriv^ 
to  other  nmmpfbctariog  conntiet. 

Bfr.  #fbft  fktom  ^xfttUBi  bimedf  hi 
ftvofvr  of  tbe  eqaaUMtion. 

Mr.  AMtman  Wktkkman  Mid»  Aat  tbe 
corpon^ron  ef  vanoon  had  act  yet  given 
any  opioioaon  tbe  ^neition.  It  ww  tbe 
iajiabitaatf  of  WetHmn^terand  of  the  Bo* 
nnmb,  who  bad  held  meetinge  and  peti* 
onM  en  ftbetiidiject  But  the  cerporf* 
tien  would  eooti  take  the  tobfect  bite 
dentideiathm ;  and  he  bmt  9p  oenbt  bat 
thay  weuUri^gtae  with  their  fdow  chiaene, 


aad  patiHea  egainil  tbe  gtlereM  appnm^ 

maof  ibelea* 

Tbe  petitioa  wa*  cideiad  to  Ka  en  tba 
table. 

RoMAv  CATfloaie  OhAmB^fwn* 
Tioii  oa  ma  CAT««aioa  o»  OmAif 
BaiYAMT.]  I^rd  Nugem  raee  te  pNMat 
a  petition  from  the  Sngliab  CatbeUai^ 
pvayiag  for  rcMef  fkom  certak  grievoM 
oivll  disabilitiei  te  aWch  tbey  were  waM 
bMwa  te  be  subjeet.  Tbe  petitioa  Ma 
ilgned  by  upwaaia  of  10^900  pcrtMiy 
many  of  wbam  represMted  foomiei^  of 
the  bigbeit  rank  end  antienity  in  tbe 
kingdom.  At  tbe  heed  af  thb  Nit,  wUdi 
cemained  eleaM  peeta  and  tbitteen  ban^ 
nen^waa  Ml  grace  tbe  diAe  of  NeriUbt 
heiaditafjp  earl  nuifibid  of  tbe  kingiAsaii* 
The  etatementa  in  die  netiHoa^bed  aadar« 
gOM  eaeb  ample  Md  weqnent  diiMiiiaa^ 
that  the  mindt  of  member*  mMt  be  Mfr* 
dently  informed  a»  to  tbem^  Tbe  prayer 
WM  for  tbe  relief  te  which  tfaet  Heaeearigbt 
tUnk  tbe  petitieneM  highly  aad  pecvKarly 
entitledi  He  fehbappy  tebe  amoredf  Mml 
the  general  fteliag  en  thit  qaeetienwM 
lUis  geed«  end  ecnmd.  When  be  eoatem* 
plated  tbe  memory  of  tbe  great  and  geed 
nma  in  whoie  handi  eadi  a  pelirien  bad 
beM  formerly  irfaae^  be  aeanowMli^ed^ 
wkb  nnafibcted  dfamay t  tbct  be  foil  him* 
seir  unfit  ibr  the  task.  It  wm  natand 
dbe  that  he  should  fbd  dMMeni  in  eemhi^ 
forward  as  the  advocate  of  a  queHfon» 
whldi  for  so  long  a  tioM  had  bad  tbe  sop 
poi«  of  dmt  eBtcmfoat  nam  whose  fom  me 
Mouse  bad  so  recently  to  depiora  (tba 
late  Mr.  EUiot)— a  man  whose  whole  lifo 
had  been  spent  Dn  the  strict  and  able  ditN 
Charge  of  those  high  datibs  which  big 
situatsoa  as  a  stetesman  and  a  senator  bad 
reynre^  and  who  died»  having  the  bri||^ 
^cample  of  so  many^  (mUic  andpri^te  vir« 
ttte%  among  which  hie  aed  andpemcrer^ 
ance  in  be£df  of  bis  long-suftriii|:  fbOoar 
countrymen  stood  emineody  conipiQueu^ 
When  uiis  question  had  ei^iged  the  at* 
tention  and  employed  tbe  tmMts  of  sudi 
a  man  as  Windnamy  and  of  somMy  otber 
dIstinguiBhed  senaiors,  6om  BUiof  ap  to 
Burke  and  SJ^vfle,  it  was  Mtural  that  be 
should  be  diimiQredy  at  tbe  conscioumrai 
of  his  baMlity  t«jf  fWlow  hi  their  path,  and 
to  take  apon  Mkasdf  ^advectq|r  of  a 
cause  In  whidk  they  hinl  acquirmlsodi 
deserved  celehvitT.  It  waSf  noaeveTf  a 
reVef  tn  bim.  ttat  this  sulfject  wodd^ 
he  presomadt  be  brooght^  lurwaru^  at 
an  early  period^  bj^  a  tight  hon^  mem'- 
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ber  who  had  erer  stood  foreraoil  in  ad- 
Tocatiog  the  rights  of  his  Roman  Car 
tholic  countrymen— a  man,  whose  pre- 
sence alone  forbad  him  from  saying  what 
he  felt  with  respect  to  his  powerful  talents 
and  incessant  exertions,  as  the  first  and 
the  last,  in  the  great  and  glorious  cause 
of  religious  liberty.  The  question,  as  he 
had  obser?ed,  would  be  brought  forward 
hy  that  right  hon.  member.  He  would 
iiot  anticipate  the  arguments  which 
might  be  more  properly  reserved  for 
that  occasion,  but  he  could  not  refrain 
from  offering  a  few  words  as  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  petitioners  and  the  object  of 
their  present  application  to  parliament. 
From  the  uniformly  steady,  loyal,  and  pa- 
triotic conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
while  deprived  of  many  of  the  blessings  of 
the  constitution  which  they  were  called 
upon  to  support,  might  be  fairly  drawn  the 
conclusion,  that  the  enjoyment  of  those 
blessings  would  not  tend  to  make  them 
leas  attached  to  their  country  and  its  go- 
yernment.  The  argument  lay  the  other 
way;  and  from  their  past  conduct  the 
House  had  the  strongest  guarantee  for 
the  future.  He  would  not  enter  into  the 
questiooi  how  far  the  House  ought  to 
make  the  grant  which  the  Catholics  sought 
for  the  subject  of  negotiation ;  but  nis 
pwn  opinion  was,  that  it  would  tend  to 
create  differences  and  divisions  amongst 
the  Catholics  themselves,  and  would  cer- 
tainly lessen  the  value  of  the  gift  which 
the  legislature  might  be  disposed  to  bes- 
tow. The  petitioners  complained,  and 
with  justice  complained,  that  they  were 
subjected  to  two  f^rievances— the  one, 
pohtical  disqualification,  the  other  religious 
pbioquy ;  tne  latter  arising  out  of  the 
former.  They  complained  that  these 
were  not  the  consequence  of  any  political 
tenets  hostile  to  the  government  of  the 
country,  but  were  indicted  for  religious 
opinions,  for  which  he  conceived  they 
ought  to  be  responsible  to  God  alone. 
And  here  he  could  not  avoid  saying,  that 
the  strict  and  steady  adherence  to  their 
rel^ious  opinions  b^  the  Roman  Catholics, 
under  so  many  privations,  and  where  a 
deviation  from  some  of  them  opened  the 
wajr  to  those  honours  and  enjoyments 
which  they  were  ao  anxious  to  obtain, 
WM  a  proof  of  the  strict  integrity  of  their 

{»rinci{>les;  for  if  those  principles  were 
oose,  if  they  sat  but  a  slight  value  upon 
their  religion,  they  miglit,  by  a  deviation 
from  some  of  its  tenets,  enjo^f  the  benefits 
of  the  constitution  equally  with  their  fel- 
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low-men.    Their 
had,  as  it  were,  cast  then  from  political 
society.      They    were  deprived  of  the> 
power   of  that  interference  in  politsod 
affiiirs  which  the  lowest  of  their  Protestant 
fellow-subjects  enjoyed,  and  this  on  ac- 
count of  some  dark  and  undefined  sospi* 
don,  the  effect  of  old  prejudice  or  sec«. 
tarian  hatred.     Was  it  consistent  with 
the  mild  and   tolerant   nature    of  the 
British  constitution,  that  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  our  countrymen  should  be  thus 
held  in  continued  obloquy,  because  they 
difiered  from  a  great  body  of  their  feliow- 
subjects  in  some  religious  points  ?    They 
were  Englishmen  by  birth,  by  education, 
and  by  feeling;  and  yet,  because  they 
professed  an  attachment  to  certain  reh- 
gious  principles,  which  to  them  appeared 
to  be  right,  they  were  insulted,  debased,, 
and  rendered  aliens  in  their  native  land 
[Hear,  hear!].    They  had,  it  was  true,> 
the  right  of  inheriting  and  bequeathingN 
property--*that  property  which  was  either : 
the  testimonial  of  the  bravery  and  patriot- 
ism of  their  ancestors,  or  the  reward  of 
their   own  industry.    But  did  not  that, 
vejy  circumstance  tend  rather  to  show  to 
them,  in  a  clearer  point  of  view,  their  own: 
political  degradation,  when  they  possessed 
the  property,  and  were  deprived  of  all. 
that  political  rank  which  it  ought  to  bes* 
tow  i    Would  any  gentleman  in  a  com- 
pany of  gentlemen,  think  another  less 
worthy  of  the  ordinary  marks  of  respect 
paid  in  civilised  society,  because  he  ad- 
nered  with  steady  attachment  to  certain 
religious  rules ;  or  would  he  attempt  to 
impugn  the  motives  for  such  belief?     Un-. 
doubtedly  not ;  and  yet,  for  nothinirmora 
than  that  attachment  were  the  Soman 
Catholics  of  this  country  deprived  of  their 
rights  as  British  subjects*    Their  refusal 
to  conform  to  the  pnnciples  and  practice 
of  the  established  church  was,  he  conceived, 
rather  an  argument  in  their  favour ;  be- 
cause it  showed  their  attachment  to  opi- 
nions which  they  believed  to  be  correct; 
for  how  otherwise  could  their  refusal  of. 
the  rank  and  privileges  which  they  might 
enjoy    by  a  compliance   be  accounted, 
for  ?    He  could  not  conceive  a  more  inte- 
resting spectacle  than  that  of  a  Roman 
Cathidic  of  high  birth  and  large  fortune,  • 
whose  talents  and  virtues  were  confined 
in  their  operation,  by  the  penal  code,  ad- 
hering conscientiously  to  those  principlea 
which  he  knew  were  the  cause  oSf  his  po- 
litical disqualification,  and  dispensing  to 
those  around  him  all  the  good  which  his 
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OMAM  duAhd  hin  to  bcitiiw*  Yet^  tudi 
5Mt  a  fireauent  sight  in  the  ooootry  at 
prateat.  oach  was  tha  tituation  of  a 
^rast  many  o£  tha  indhridoab  whoso 
nunas  wero  signad  to  tha  petition  before 
him.  It  had  Men  said  that  the  Catholics 
iwera  disalEBCted ;  but  when  were  they  so  ? 
If  aver  any  synptoms  of  disafiection  had 
existed  among  theni«  it  was  when  they 
were  writhing  under  the  pressure  of  those 
aererei  and  he  might  add,  sanguinary 
jawsy  which  had  been  enacted  against 
ihem.  But  let  the  House  recollect  how 
tha  Roman  Catholics  had  acted,  at  times 
when  the  country  had  most  need  of  their 
assistance.  Was  there,  in  the  reign  of 
4itteen  Elisabeth,  when  England  was 
threatened  with  invasion  by  a  Catholic 
prince— was  there  at  that  period,  a  Roman 
Catholic  of  birth,  rank,  or  fortune,  whose 
arm  was  not  uplifted  against  the  approach 
to  theif  shores  of  that  banner  which  had 
been  consecrated  by  the  hand  of  the 
pope  ?  The  noble  lord  then  enumerated 
saany.of  the  Roman  Catholic  noblemen 
who  at  that  and  a  subsequent  period,  held 
posts  of  high  and  important  trust,  which 
they  had  dischargea  with  bravery  and 
fidelity,  in  defence  of  Protestant  Engbnd 
He  neat  adverted  to  the  signmg  of  Magna 
Charta,  which  had  been  extorted  by  that 
Jove  of  liberty  and  attachment  to  .their 
^ountr^  which  distinguished  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  those  days-— love  and  attach- 
neat  which,  he  would  assert  without  fear 
of  contradiction,  had  not  less  characterised 
their  Roman  Catholic  descendants  down 
to  the  present  period.  He  hsd  said,  that 
the  attachment  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
to  their  religion  during  a  long  period  of 
persecution  and  su&rinff,  was  a  proof  of 
their  honour  and  good  faith.  In  those, 
he  maintained,  would  the  Protestanu  find 
their  best  security.  Without  them,  there 
could  be  nothing  to  depend  upon— with 
them,  they  had  every  guarantee  which  it 
was  possible  to  expect«  With  these  im« 
pres^ons  strong  upon  his  mind,  he  begged 
to  present  to  the  House  the  petition  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  England.  Their 
sitoatioo,  he  begged  to  remark,  was  worse 
than  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland; 
thej  were  debarred  of  many  privileges 
which  the  Irish  Catholics  enjoyed.  At 
the  same  time,  he  begged  to  be  under- 
Stood  aa  not  wishing  to  separate  their  in- 
terests. He  conceived  tlie  beaefit  of 
emancipation  equally  doe.  to  all ;  and 
however  highly  he  valued  each  as  a  body* 
ba  woul4  not  advocate  tha  righu  of  aither 
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to  the  exclusion  of  the  other.  His  object 
was,  that  conciliatory  measures  should  be 
adopted  towards  them  dl,  as  he  was  sore 
that  waold  be  a  step  tending  to  consoli« 
date  the  strength  of  the  empire.  The 
petitioners  did  not  enumerate  their  griev" 
ances;  thejr  complained,  senerally,  of 
their  exclusion  from  political  rights,  and 
they  relied  for  their  restoration  upon  the 
justice,  wisdom,  and  liberality  or  parlia- 
ment [Hear,  hear!].  The  noble  lord 
concluded  by  moving  that  the  petition  be 
read. 

Lord  Morpeth  said,  that  afker  the  able 
and  eloquent  speech  of  his  noble  friend, 
tStst  the  powerful  statement  he  had  made 
of  the  grievances  of  the  petitioners,  and 
with  the  recollection  which  the  House 
must  have  of  the  appeals  which  had  been 
already  made  to  its  wisdom  and  justice  on 
this  subject,  he  felt  it  unnecessary  to  take 
up  their  time  with  any  observations  in 
favour  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioniers» 
He  was  sure,  that  whatever  opinion  might 
prevail  reipectihg  the  original  pblicy  off 
our  penal  laws,  there  coidd  be  now  but 
one  opinion,  that  they  were«  no  longer 
necesnry.  He  onlv  wished  to  take  £at 
earl^  opportimity  of  oflbring  his  humUo 
testimony  to  the  loyalty  and  forbearance 
which  had  been  uniformly  displayed  by 
the  Catholics  of  England-— by  that  clfMs 
who  were  debarred,  by  the  bad  policy  of 
our  laws,  from  exerting  their  talents  in 
those  ranks  and  stations  in  society,  which 
were  the  honourable  reward  of  legitimate 
ambition  to  other  classes  of  his  mmesty*a 
subjects.  Those  opportunities  of  nir  re* 
wani  and  honourable  distinction  which 
were  open  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  were  shut  to  the 
Catnolics  alone.  He  should  only  add  one 
word  as  to  the  maaner  and  language '  of 
the  petitioners.  It  appeared  to  him,  that 
the  petition  was  drawn  up  just  as  it  ought 
to  be,  in  a  simple  and  plain,  but  yet  in  a 
manly  and  perspicuous  manner;  it  did 
not  enter  into  the  detail  of*  tha  specifio 
grievances  of  the  petitioners,  because  thcj 
presumed  those  grievances  to  be  too  uyi* 
versally  known;  it  made  no  mention  of 
the  loyfltv  and  itedfast  attachment  of  the 
English  Uathohes  to  the  constitution,  be* 
cause  of  that  the  House  was  suScieatly 
informed,  by  the  unerring  test  of  long*  and 
ample  experience.  He  would  not  aoiici- 
fMte  the  debate  on  this  iamortant  qoes* 
tioo,  but  should  coodude  by  exprriiing 
his  fhlleat  conftdeocei  that  the  BoAisa 
wouU  no  longer  suffirr  the  grievaacee  oC 
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Ofv  PMUmm  mM  i^^Thm  pttitimrrrt* 
■miid  %y  toy  noble  ffiMd  it  to  ioiporuiit 
in  ill  its  bemogt)  and  m  peeoUarlT  nerits 
tin  dnIibMite  evnridemlion  nf  pnrlinniciiti 
that  perhaps  I  may  be  exeiMed  if  I  Tentnre 
to  omr  a  fbir  obsenratioiis  iuppleaental 
to  these  wUeh  hate  ahready  bera  no  do* 
ammfa  pressed  upoil  onr  attention*  My 
noUe  llriend  has  expUcitIt  skated  to  the 
Hoase  the  sdlstanee  of  the  petition,  and 
the  tone  and  temper  in  which  it  is  couched. 
Hie  House  will  hear  the  petition  read,  and 
the  signatttres  affixed  to  it;--«>in  those 
signatores  it  #ill  recognise  names  illastri» 
0«s  in  the  annals  la  oar  eoontry— names 
so  intimately  bleoded»  so  closely  miMed 
np  as  k  were  and  ideattfiedy  wkh  tiieaMet 
MHiaot  periods  of  onr  history  as  uislantly 
Id  reesil  to  oar  tecolleetion  tiMte  wlio« 
hy  tfaeiir  oooaseb  in  peaea  and  their 
achissements  la  war,  hoini  materially  con* 
tribiited  to  the  renown  and  prosperity  hf 
Orest  Britain.  In  the  mdnridnals  who 
aow  bear  theie  names  the  House  will  as 
imatedissely  feeogoiae  peaceM  sobjecte 
Of  the  staie—'debmed  indeed  foimenMi* 
kaiog  the  exemplOy  peeshided  h^m  M* 
kNfiog  the  pobnc  eareer,  of  their  Ibee^ 
Mhars;  bat  nevertheless  eminently  ehwi 
tfocterlsed  by  their  private  nrtnes-— Jndl^ 
fldnals  too*  wbo^  In  spite  of  the  setere 
ptitations  and  galliog  disabilities  to  which 
ihey  are  SttbJoiSsd»  imrei  in  times  of  t«N 
bidenee  and  danger,  nmintamed  a  steady 
and  imdefiatiaff  oontsoi  uailbmily  apii 
proving  theetsMVes  fiathlhl  subjecto  to 
thei^  soeereigOy  and  xealondy  attached 
to  Iho  coostttulioii  of  the  state.-*-Well, 
dierefbre,  may  It  be  said,  that  the  peti* 
fioaers  are  entMed  to  the  deltberate  con^ 
illdoratien  of  parliament  i  and  I  trust  I 
AaM  net  be  tbooffht  presumptuous  if,  be* 
Ano  I  sk  down,  f  earnestly  and  anxiously 
entreat  hoo.  raeaibers,  before  they  nmke 
Sfp  their  ttdnds  as  to  the  nnportaut  qoeo« 
tion  whieh  this  petition  iavolres,  dOigently 
to  roHflmmlne^  eaeeMly  to  reoonsidcr 
thiohistery  of  those  thnes  which  gare  birth 
to  the  resirictloas  Older  whieh  our  RoBMm 
OatbolieMlow  euljeote  now  Ubonv-^to 
waigh  #oli  thO"  picniar  dreumstanesS 
anM  whieh  they  ortalnaiod— the  pecoliar 
aooctrity  aadar  whkh  they  were  sano* 
liened^  onaeted|  aad  sidisequenti 
potoatedt  IfltniaU  hppear  thatti 

MiMroeamh  if  is  AdI  fie  MabiUwd 
9m  iho  oatNs  irtMi  igipfiigd 
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oestors  to  ennet  phwisions  eb  tonngnsnt 
to  the  geoius)  wd  so  hoslilo  to  the  spirit 
of  Mie  Biitish  constitationi  bane  no  longer 
either  eflMt  or  o^erationt  if  these  ptw^ 
BMses  shall  be  mnde  Ottt^-*the  cunotumwi 
must  inevitably  feUow,  that  the  restrio> 
tioBs  and  disabilities  against  the  Koman 
GntliolicB  onght  to  Mlow  the  iitto  of  thil 
neessiity  from  which  they  spmngii  that 
the  chose  having  eessed,  tlw  omMssbooM 
cease  also«  Soiie^,  if  this  besn^  thepeei> 
sent  moDlent  is  singularly  autpidons  ^ 
the  conridention  and  raVmon  of  thisgnat 
question.  Surely,  Sir,  it  wouU  woS  bo* 
conm  a  new  parliament,  asseaibled  m  the 
tnidit  of  profonnd  peace,  to  #ephme  withiar 
the  pale  of  the  eonotitotion  that  partion 
of  onr  fellow  suUeets  who,  by  their  faiths 
ittl  loyalty  anci  tried  election^  havo 
showed  themselvos  worthy  of  paiticlpatmg 
in  the  birthright  of  Britiffh  sobfeeU  9*-dwt 
birthright  ftom  which  they  only,  of  all 
dissenters  from  the  establiffied  ehnreh^  at 
preeent  stand  proscribed  and  exdnded* 

The  Petitioii  was  then  asad,  settmg 
forth,  ^^ 

«' That  thepstitisiienhoadMy  beg  leav# 
to  rpprreont  to  the  House,  that,  at  the 
tfano  of  his  tm^esty's  aoeessiea  to  tW 
throne,  the  firithih  Roman  Caibollcaworo 
sahjeoi  to  atony  penal  and  sangnmary 
kws;  that,  by  the  aels  of  the  Ifth  and 
81st  years  of  his  present  moieety's  teign^ 
asany  of  theee  laws  havo  been  rspeeled» 
hot  that  many  are  sliU  ia  fiiroe^  and  tare 
the  asost  dlstressiBg  operation  on  the  pe* 
titioneni;  thnt  the  petitioners lemaiti  sub* 
ject  to  them  merely  on  acoooni  of  ibeir 
refhsal  of  certab  reUgious  tests,  oath, 
and  dedaiations;  that  their  reteel  of 
these  is  solely  owing  to  their  oonsoientions 
adherence  to  principles  merely  af  arell* 
gioos  nntnre,  and  not  oonfliotang,  in  the 
sUghtest  degree,  with. any  asoml,  dvO, 
or  political  duty;  that  the  petltionera 
have,  at  dilbrent  times,  proiented  peti^* 
tiona  to  the  House  for  rdlef  from  the 
laws  remdnina in  Ibroe against  them;  and 
they  now  agam  approach  the  Howse,  with 
the  most  perfect  reliance  on  Its  wisdom 
aad  humamty;  most  hunddy  prsying^ 
that  the  House  wfll  take  their  ceselnto 
eoadderatien,  and  grant  them  eadi  nrlief 
as  they  shdl  deem  proper,  for  oxteodiof^ 
to  4hem  the  eilioyment,  in  oooanon  witS 
thdr  feUow  ssKbcIs,  of  tfie  bleminge  of 
the  €OMtstutioo.* 

On.  the  SBotieri^  thettho 
oo  the  table, 

Mr«  fr.  AnM  lose^  ho  ssU|»  Mt  td 
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mff<m  A* molioD;  <on  tbe  oontrory,  hft 

wmfinAy  luihed  the  compklo  tiieoMt  of 

ike  |i^ii<Niar«.    But  tbcr*  w«8  a  mittoke 

cofliniMed  by  the  haii«  and  learned  gear 

tlem«D  whicli  he  fibought  k  pro|»er  to 

correct.    That  boa.  aad  karned  gendt" 

man  had  observed,  that  it  was  but  fair  to 

^vant  the  catboUcs  the  saaie  cWril  priTilc^es 

.aa  iraae  eojojred  by  other  dissenters  in 

Ibia   fiouotry.     But  the  fiict  was^  that 

•acher  dissenters  did  aot  enj<^  the  eml 

.pavjleges  which  the  faoo.  and  learned 

gaBtleaian  aeemad  to  have  in  his  contaafr- 

Ration;  far»  from  these  privilMKs  audi 

(iMsseQiafs  were  esdoded  by  tbe  Teal  and 

iCofporation    acts.      He    himseJfy     for 

inaiaocey  aa  wall  aa  any  other  diaaenter, 

4paa  ne>  allowed,  according  to  thoae  acta, 

io  hold  any  wk  or  aiilitary  enplovment, 

alihaagfa  penaitted  to  ait  in  that  Hooae. 

He  was  not,  indeed,  qjoalified  for  tbe 

apialleat  ofice,'  either  civil  or  military; 

and  therefona  she  oatholiGa  would  not  aaia 

4nocb  if  thejr  were  only  placed  on  a  foot- 

sag  with  himself  and  other   disaentera. 

The  ladeanity  acta  which  were  anniially 

-passed  did  not  afeet  she  case  wbh  respect 

40   what  waie  called   Pkmtestant  Dia* 

acrtaia,  becaoaeibe  diaqvi^cation  by  the 

Xeataiid  Corpenlion  acu  atill  ramein* 

<ad,  akhongh  the  Lsdeamilyacu  releaaed 

peraona   from   the    peoaltiea  do» 


«oanaed  by  those  acta.  Tbe  petition  he* 
fare  the  House  was  founded  upon  reoaoo, 
'  jiiatioa,  and  liberality,  and  he  most  cor^ 
dyally  wiahedit  aaccess;  bat  be  hoped 
ihat  any  cLvil  pnvilegea  which  parliament 
anight  think  prof^Br  to  grant  or  restore  to 
Ae  catholics,  weidd  not  be  withheld  from 
abe  jother  disaeatem  fo  whom  he  had 
€dhided. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Vona  ov  TflANKs  to  the  MAaauu 
<ov  HAanxoa  aha    the  Army  im  Ik- 

MA.1  Mr.  Camming  roaeandaaid!-*Mr. 
iSpeaimr;  I  rise,  in  pnrsnanoe  of  the  no- 
aiea  given  by  me  to  the  House  at  the 

y fling  of  tb  aeasion,  to  propose  a  Vote 
Thankatothe  marquia  of  Heatings, 
and  to  the  officers  and  tioopa  iHio  aermi 
finder  his  command  daring  die  late  cam- 
paignin  India.  Thia  vote  I  wiah  the  House 
4oonderstand,iauit«ndedmer^yaaatribate 
io  tbe  military  condaet  of  the  campaign, 
and  not  in  any  wiae  aa  a  sanction  of  flie 
falk^  of  the  war.  I  feel  it  neoeaaaiy  to 
Jtatedds  reaervatioathe  moreemphatiqally 
last,  from  my  haamgdafittred  my  Mopo- 
aiiiott  until  4he  papen,  which  the  ferio^ 
(VOL.XXXnC) 


Eoiai^tavaagnicioiialyfilQaaedto  direct  to 
be  laid  before  us«  had  been  for  some  time 
intha  hands  of  the  members  of  this  House, 
any  apprehensioa  should  be  entertained 
that  I  wished  the  policy  of  the  measures 
adopted  in  India  to  be  discussed  on  this 
occasion,  with  the  view  of  conveying  in 
the  vote  of  thanks  an  implicit  geneial 
approbation.  I  assure  you,  Sir,  that  I 
haveno  such  object  in  view.  Tbe  political 
character  of  lord  Haatinga's  late  measures 
forms  so  part  of  the  question  upon  which  I 
shall  ask  tbe  House  to  decide.  My  object 
in  the  pfoaeikt  motion  is  to  ackoowled^ 
with  due  praise  and  gratitude  the  splendid 
aerviees  m  the  Indian  army.  I  waa,  lodeedt 
anadooa  to  have  the  papers  upon  the  table, 
because  some  statement  or  tbe  political 
relations  of  the  diflbrent  pavtiea  in  the  late 
boatilitiea-  Jn  the  way»  not  of  argument 
bat  of  nerrative  aeemi  necessary,  to 
reader  intelligible,  ihm  origin  and  opera- 
tions of  tbe  war.  From  these  papers 
I  willdeacribe  aa  aucoinctly  as  I  can,  the 
situation  in  which  the  British  government 
found  itself  plaoed  towards  the  differeat 
aative  powera  of  India ;  and  if,  in  perform- 
ing thia  taak,  I  jhoaU  Jet  slip  any  ex- 
pression of  my  own  opiniooe  as  to  Urn 
policy  of  the  govemor^eoerai  (and  it  may 
be  hardlyposaiUe  to  avoid  doing  sOf  what- 
averaaution  landeaveurto  observe),! 
beg  to  be  understood  as  by  no  means  catt- 
ing ^npaa  the  Hoase  to  adopt  those 
opiniona.  In'agcaeingto  thevotetowbiehl 
toiiat  thev  will  agree  tliis  evening,  they  wHl 
dismiss  aatogethes  from  their conuderatum, 
the  peeliminary  observatioaa  with  which  I 
intceduee  it. 

I  approach  the  subject.  Sir,  with  this 
sreater  caution  and  dciicaqr,  becaoael 
miow  with  how  much  jealousy  the  House 
and  the  country  are  in  the  bdbit  of  appro- 
elating  the  triampha  of  our  arms  in  India. 
I  know  well  that,  almost  anifonaly  suo- 
camful  as  oiir  miUtaiy  opesationa  u  that 
part  of  tile  world  have  been,  they  have 
almoatas  uniformly  been  considered  aa 
4iae8tiomible  in  pomt  of  justice.  Hence 
tne  termination  of  a  war  in  Inctia,  however 
glorious,  is  seldom  coatemplated  with  tm- 
mixed  satisfaction.  That  aentiment  ge- 
nerally receives  some  qoalificetion  from  a 
notion,  in  moat  oases  perhaps  rather  aa- 
aumed  than  defined,  that  the  war  is  Ifkciv 
to  have  been  provoked  on  our  past,  with 
motivea  very  diferent  from  those  of  self- 
defence.  Notions  of  this  sort  hare  ua- 
doubtedly  taken  deep  root  in  tbe  public 
asind:  but  lam  confident4het  hi  thapreaeat 

(SK) 
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instance  (and  I  varily  beliefe  on  former 
eecasiooB  which  are  gone  bji  and  with 
which  it  is  no  business  of  mine  to  meddle 
at  present)  a  case  is  to  be  made  out  as 
clear  for  the  justice  of  the  British  cause* 
as  for  the  prowess  of  the  British  arms. 
Neither,  however,  do  I  accuse  of  want 
candour  those  who  entertain  such  notions , 
nor  do  I  pretend  to  deny  that  the  course 
of  Indian  history,  since  our  first  acquain- 
tance with  that  country,  furnishes  some 
apparent  foundation  for  them.  It  is  not 
unnatural  that,  in  surveying  that  vast 
eontinent,  presenting  as  it  does — fromthe 
Boorampooter  to  the  Indus,  and  from  the 
Northern  mounjtains  to  the  sea — an  area  of, 
somewhere  about  one  million  of  square 
miles,  and  containing  not  less  than  one 
hundred  miUions  of  inhabitants ;— in  look- 
ing back  to  the  period  ^when  our  posses- 
sions there  consisted  only  of  a  simple  &c« 
tory '  on  the  coast  for  the  purposes  of  a 
permitted  trade,  and  in  comparing  that 
period  with  the  present,  when  that  fictory 
has  swelled  into  an  empire;  when  about 
one-third  in  point  of  extent,  and  about 
three-fifths  in  point  of  population,  of  those 
immense  territoriesare subject  immediately 
to  British  government ;  when  not  less  than 
another  fourth  of  the  land,  and  another 
fifth  of  the  inhabitantSi  are  under  rulers 
cither  tributary  to  the  British  power,  or 
connected  with  it  by  close  alliance:  it  is 
Bot  unnatural  that,  upon  such  survey  and 
comparison,  prejudices  should  have  arisen 
against  the  rapid  growth  of  our  Indian 
establishment  ^-:that  its  increase  should 
have  been  ascribed,  not  only  by  enemies 
or  rivals,  but  by  sober  reflection  and  by 
impartial  philosophy,  to  a  spirit  of  syste- 
matic encroachment  and  ambition.    . 

On  the  other  hand,  in  a  power .  so  si- 
tuatedluours,— apowerplantedin  aforei^n 
■oil,  andwithout  natunu  root  in  the  habits 
or  affections  of  thepeople;— compelled  to 
struggle,  first  for  its  existence,  and  then 
for  Its  security,  and,  in  process  of  time, 
for  the  defence  of  allies  from  whom  it 
lattht  have  derived  encouragement  and 
aid,— :against  nations  in  the  habit  of 
changing  their  masters  on  ewerj  turn  of 
fortune,  and,  the  greater  part,  already 
reduced  iunder  j^overnments  founded  by 
successful  invasion  ;-^in  a  power  so  si- 
tuated* it  can  hardly  be  matter  of  surprise 
tliat  there  should  have  been  found  an 
irrepfessible  tendency  to  expansion.  It 
nay  be  a  mitigation,  if  not  a  justification, 
fif  aiieha  tendenev«  that  fhciproada  w,bicli 
it  has  occasioned  have  grown  out  ofcifr- 


pimstances  bard  to  be  oontrolled:  that 
the  alternative  has  been,  in  each  succes- 
sive instance,  conquest  or  extinction ;  and 
that  in  consequence,  we  have  prevafled 
for  the  most-  part  over  preceding  con- 
querors, and  have  usurped— if  usurped^- ' 
upon  older  usurpations. 

But,  with  all  that  may  be  said  in  excuse 
for  this  disposition  of  our  Indian  empire  to 
stretch  its  limits  wider  every  day,  far  ami, 
very  far,  from  describing  it  as  a  disposi- 
tion to  be  fostered  and  indulged ;  or  from 
undervaluiim  the  constant  and  laudable 
exertions  of  the  British  parliament  to 
check  its  progress,  and,  if  possible,  to 
counteract  its  impulse.  Would  to  God 
that  we  could  find,  or  rather  that  we  could 
long  ago  have  found,  the  point— die  rest- 
ing-place—at  which  it  was  possible  tostand! 
But  the  finding  of  that  point  has  not  de- 
pended upon  ourselves  alone.  > 

I  state  these  considerations  rather  as 
qualifying  generally  the  popular  and  sweep- 
ing condemnations  of  Indian  warfare,  than 
as  necessary  or  applicable  in  the  case  of 
the  present  war.  I  refer  to  the  wise  and 
sober  enactments  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment,—not  to  disputetheir  authority  or  to 
set  aside  their  operation;  but  because  I 
can  with  confidence  assert,  that  at  no 
period  of  our  Indian  history,  hsTc  the  re- 
corded acta  and  vetes  of  parliament  beea 
made  more  faithfully  the  basis  of  instruc- 
tions to  the  government  in  India  than  at  the 
period  when  the  marquis  of  Hasting  as- 
sumed the  supreme  authority.  It  is  but 
justice  to  the  executive  body  of  the  East 
India  company  to  say,  that  the  whole 
course  ana  tenour  of  their  instructions 
has  been  uniformly  and  steadily  adverse  to 
schemes  of  aggrandisemeot,  and  to  any 
war  which  could  safely  and  honourably  be 
avoided.  It  is  but  justice  to  the  memory  of 
the  noble  person,  whom  I  succeeded  in 
the  office  which  I  have  the  honour  tohold,  to 
say,  that  he  uniformly  inculcated  the  same 
forbearingpolicy,  and  laboured  to  turn  the 
attention  of  the  Indian  governments  firomi 
the  extensions  of  external  acquisitions  or 
connexions,  to  the  promotion  of  internal 
improvement.  And  having  said  this,  it 
may  not  be  an  unpardonable  degree  of 
presumption  in  me  to  add  that  I  have 
continued  to  walk  in  the  path  of  my  pre^- 
decessor;  that  I  have  omitted  no  occasion 
of  adding  my  exhortations  to  those  which 
I  found  recorded  in  my  ofllce,  against  en- 
terprises of  ambition  and  wars  of  conquest. 
So  strongly  and  so  recently  had  the  pacific 
system  4mDrecenmiended,  that  upon  the 
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«ve  of  tke'brtakiiig  out  of  the  late  hoe* 
tiliUety  the  hands  of  the  iupreme  goTern* 
ment  were  abioluteh^  tied  up  from  any 
foreign  undertakingty  except  in  a  case 
of  the  most  presskig  exigency^  Such  an 
exigency  alone  produced,  or  could  justify^ 
the  war,  the  glorious  result  of  which  the 
House  is  now  called  upon  lo  mark  by  its 
vote. 

That  war  takes  its  denomination  from 
the  power  against  which  it  was  in  the  first 
instance  exclusively  directed,  the  Pindar- 
ries:— a  power  so  singular  and  anomalous, 
that  perhaps  no  exact  resemblance  could 
be  found  tor  it  in  history ;  a  power  with- 
out recognised  government  or  national 
existence;  the  force  of  which,  as  developed 
in  the  papers  upon  the  table,  is  numerically 
so  small,  that  many  persons  have  na- 
turally enough  found  themsdves  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  how  it  could  be  necessary  for 
the  suppression  of  such  a  force  to  make  pre- 
parations so  extensive.  It  is  true  that  the 
i^ndarriesconsisted  only  of  from  S0,000  to 
40,00Dregularaodirregular  horse:  capable 
however  of  receiving  continual  reinforce- 
ments, and  of  eluding,  by  the  celerity  of 
their  movements,  the  attack  of  regular 
armies.  Renmants  of  former  wars,  the 
refttfe  of  a  disbanded  soldierv,-^ey  con- 
stituted a  nucleus,  round  which  might  as- 
semble all  that  was  vagabond  and  dis- 
«flkcted,»allthat  was  incapable  of  honest 
industry  andpeaceful  occupation,— all  that 
was  opposed  in  habit  and  in  interest  to  a 
system  of  settled  tranquillity  in  HIndostan. 
Hostilities  against  them  could,  therefore, 
be  undertaken  only  at  the  risk  of  bringing 
into  action  all  the  elemenu  of  a  restless 
and  dissatisfied  population ;  and  thehacards 
to  be  calculated  were  not  merely  those 
arising  from  their  positive  stvength, 
but  those  also  which  might  arise  from 
the  contagion  of  their  excitement  and  ex- 
ample. 

.^  It  was  not,  however,  from  mere  specula- 
tion as  to  the  danger  to  be  apprenended 
from  such  a  body  collecting  ana  bringing 
into  activity  the  unquiet  aind  dissolute  of 
dU  manner  of  casts  and  tongues  and  re- 
li^ons; — it  was  not  from  theoretical  con- 
viction of  the  incompatibility  of  the  exis- 
tence of  such  a  power  in  central  India, 
with  the  maintenance  of  social  order  and 
seneral  peace,  that  the  late  war  was  un- 
dertaken. The  Indian  government,  how- 
ever confident  its  persuasion  upon  these 
points  mi^ht  be,— -however  keen  its  sense 
of  the  perils  to  which  the  peace  of  India 
was  exposed,— were  too  Cut  bound  by 


their  instructions  to  strike  the  first  blow,  or 
to  engage  in  war  upon  any  less  provocation 
than  that  of  positive  aggression  either 
asainst  the  British  power  itself,  or  again»t 
aUies  whom  its  faith  was  pledged  to  defend. 
The  war  was  provoked  by  actual  aggres- 
sions, such  as  no  government  could  endure 
without  the  neglect  of  a  sacred  duty. 
The  native  population  would,  without 
doubt,  have  haa  just  reason  to  complain 
if  the  British  government,  having  su- 
perseded those  who  would  have  sympa* 
thized  with  their  sufierings,  had  omitted 
to  avenge  injuries  which  the  awe  of  the 
British  name  ought  perhaps  to  have  been 
sufficient  to  prevent.  Neither  was  it  one 
aggression  only,  nor  a  series  of  aggres- 
sions confined  to  one  year,  that  called  for 
chastisement ;  nor  was  it  against  distant 
provmce«,  or  obscure  dependencies  of 
the  British  power  that  these  injuries  had 
been  directed.  So  long  ago  as  1812  an 
irruption  was  made  into  Bengal ;  in  1818 
into  the  territorjr  of  Bombay ;  and  in  1816, 
accompanied  with  circumstances  of  ex- 
traordmary  audacity  and  outrage,  into  that 
of  Madras.  Of  this  last  irruption  intelligence 
was  received  in  England,  within  a  few  weeks 
after  the  final  and  most  peremptory  injunc- 
tions of  a  forbearing  poHcjr  had  been  des- 
patched to  India;  and  this  intelligence  it 
was  that  determined  the  ^vemmenc  at 
home  so  far  to  relax  those  injunctions,  as 
to  loose  the  hands  of  the  Indian  government 
spedfioally  against  the  invaders.  Even 
without  such  specific  permission,  the  go- 
vernment in  Inoiac6ulanot  longerhave  ror- 
borne,  unless  it  had  forgotten  whatit  owed 
to  its  subjects,  and  had  been  contented  te 
forfeit  its  good  name  throughout  the  terri- 
tory of  Hindostan.  And  it  is  but  justice  to 
that  government  to  say,  that  it  had  taken 
on  its  own  responsibility  a  determination 
confi»nnable  to  its  character  and  its  duty. 
Fortunately,  the  delays  incident  to  the 
season  at  which  this  determination  was 
taken,  enabled  the  marqub  of  Hastings  to 
receive  from  home  a  warrant  for  his  pro- 
ceedings, before  he  began  to  act  on  his 
own  duieretion. 

The  war,  therefore,  against  the  Fin- 
darries  was  undertaken  by  the  .Indian 
government,  with  the  full  concurrence  of 
the  government  at  home.  And  what  waa 
the  nature  of  the  aggressions  which  called 
for  this  concurrence  ?«— Nothing  can  be 
imagined  more  dreadful  than  the  irrup* 
tions  of  the  Pindarries.  There  is  no  ex- 
cess of  lawless  violence  which  they  did 
not  perpetrate ;  no  degree  of  human  suf- 
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fering  winch  they  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
inflictlog.  Rapinot  marder  in  ell  itt 
ahapeti  tonare,  rape,  and  conflegratioiir 
were  not  rare  and  accidental  occurrence!! 
in  their  progreaSi  but  the  uniform  and 
constant  objeeta  of  their  erery  enterprise^ 
and  the  concomitants  of  every  success* 
After  ravaging  tracts  of  country  of  all 
▼bible  wealthy  they  inflicted  torture  on 
innocence*  helplessness  and  agOi  for  the 
purpose  of  extorting  the  avowal  and  indi* 
cation  of  hidden  treasure.  There  were 
itistances  where  the  whole  female  popuhiF* 
tion  of  a  village  precipitated  themselves 
ii^o  the  wells  as  the  only  rdfoge  from 
diese  brutal  and  barbarous  spoilers; 
where,  at  their  approach,  fiithera  of  iiini- 
Ites  surrounded  their  own  dwellings  with 
fuel»  and  perished  with  their  children  in 
the  flames  kindled  by  their  own  hands. 
If  it  were  not  a  shame  to  add  to  such  de* 
tails  any  thing  like  a  calculation  of  pecu* 
niary  loss,  it  might  be  added,  that  this 
last  invasion  was  adculated  to  have  cost, 
in  booty  and  in  wanton  wastOi  scarcely 
less  than  a  million  sterling. 

No  wonder  then  that  the  government 
of  India  had  resolved  to  aveoj^e  and  chas- 
tise such  ujiparalleied  atroaties  so  soon 
as  the  season  for  taking  the  field  should 
arrive,  even  had  they  not  received  any 
previous  sanction  from  England.  No 
wonder  that  the  goTernment  at  home  had 
not  hesitated  to  revoke  its  interdiels  of 
war,  and  to  qualify  its  injunctions  of  for* 
bearance,  upon  receiptor  details  so  aAict- 
ioff  to  ewery  feeling  of  hiinMin  nature. 

It  is  obvious  inMn  what  I  have  already 
etated,  that  a  war  once  excited  in  India 
might  dra#  into  its  vortex  many  whom 
fear  of  our  power  only  kept  at  peace. 
With  respect  to  the  Pindiunries  them* 
aelvesi  the  diffoulty  was  Co  find  an 
opportunity  of  striking  a  decisive  blow. 
Attacked,  routed*  scattered  in  all  dtrec* 
tions,  they  would  speedily  collect  and 
<>oog>«gAte  again ;  as  a  globule  of  quick- 
silver, dispersing  for  a  moment  under  the 
pressure  of  the  finger,  reunites  as  soon 
as  that  pressure  is  withdrawn.  But  the 
Ffaidames  bad  also  ohencei  of  external 
support.  They  had,  many  of  themi  been 
trained  to  arme  in  the  aenriee  of  Scindia, 
the  greatest  among  the  native  princes 
who  maintain  an  in^pendent  rule;  in  the 
service  of  Holkar,  long  the  rival  of  Sdn- 
dia,  for  preponderance  in  the  Mahratu 
confederacy;  and  in  that  of  Meer  Khan» 
»  Mahomedan  adventurer,  wbo,  originally 
Mqployed  as  an  ansiUary  by  Holkari  baa 


the  address  to  render  himsdfy  far  i  tii 
master  of  the  govemmeht  which  he  wir 
called  in  to  support ;  and  to  carve  out  far 
himself,  in  return  for  his  abdication  of 
that  influence,  a  substantive  and  iadepen^ 
dent  sovereignty.  However  oonteinptt«- 
ble  therefore  in  diemselves,  when  con* 
pared  with  the  numeroue  and  welWtramed 
armies  of  the  British  government,  yet  av 
the  frwments  of  bands  that  have  btai 
led  by  formidable  chieftains  to  whom  thqr 
stfll  professed  allegiance^  these  vagrant 
hordes  might  be  the  means  of  calling  tntir 
action  powers  of  greater  magoitOM  and 
resources,— ^Scindia,  Holkar,  and  hvtly, 
Meer  Khan,  himself  essentially  a  pre« 
datory  power,  and  the  leader  only  of  more 
regular  and  disciplined  Pindarries.  Nor 
was  this  the  utmost  extent  of  danger 
to  be  apprehended.  Suspicions  might 
also  be  naturally  entertained  that  ihw 
other  Mdiratta  powers  were  not  displea»> 
ed  to  see  the  British  authority,  agatoat 
which  they  had  more  than  otice  combined 
with  all  their  forces  m  vant,  weakened  lit 
effect  and  in  opinion  by  the  wiaeengedl 
attack  of  such  despicable  antagonlRv; 
and  that  when  the  occasion  should  ripea^ 
tknf  might  not  be  disinclined  to  revengw 
and  retrieve  their  former  defeats*  Boa 
whatever  might  be  the  extent  efiifamede 
ate  hostility  to  be  enconntered,  or  the 
chances  of  future  danger  tm  be  calcnhtted^ 
the  case  was  one  which  did  not  admit  of 
doubt.  The  most  benefiichd  acquisilienv 
of  territory  would  not  have  justified  ihe 
incurring  eiAer  the  ocpenae  or  tie  hn* 
zard  of  a  war;  but  no  hiMrd  miA  no  ex« 
pense  codd  be  put  in  cdinpetiiiott  with 
the  vindication  or  national  honoor,  and  thn 
discharge  of  national  dnty. 

In  the  endeavoor  to  render  intelltgiblw 
the  origin  and  operations  of  the  war,  I 
fear  I  may  have  trespassed  much  too  long- 
with  prefatory  matter  upon  the  patieno» 
of  the  House.  But  it  will  be  fUt  that  m 
ofierinff  these  explanation%  I'  have  inctM 
dentally  disposed  of  a  ouestion  »tricily 
mil  itary,  which  I  have  mentidned  as  Sliest- 
ingitself  on  the  first  view  of  lord  Haatiags'e 
undertaking,— how  it  happened  that  proi* 
parations  on  so  large  a  scale  were  QeoBji' 
sary  for  the  suppression-  of  n  hot#  ii§ 
90,000  hersmen  ?  BasMUttl  as  they  were^ 
it  will  have  been  shown  that  they  tonohed 
in  near  reladoo  three  powerAil  indepett« 
dent  chiefb  of  India  ^-^firiendiy  hideed  bjr 
the  eodsting  state  of  peacefnl  rslationeb 
but  hi  charSeltr,  and  babit^  and  mteiest, 
oar  bm.   It  wiH  have  bee»  ehown  thaa 
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Ufo  ofthew  Mwae  cUtb  beipg  mmmbnn 
of  the  gi«it  Mttnmm  confednraejv  k 
wovld  Doi  bare  becone  a  prudeot  ataiat^ 
naa  %o  lay  oot  of  hit  coateniplatioD'  the 
posaibilitj,  however  reioole^^howeter  io 
the  name  of  good  faith  to  be  disbditTeii 
and  depreeated— that  the  nomtoal  Iwad 
and  the  other  merabera  of  thaft  eonfcde* 
racy«— ^e  Peishwab^  the  rajab  of  Nag* 
pore*  and  the  priaoe  known  by  the  title 
of  the  Geiokwar  (whoae  donbinienv  are 
aitnated  on  Ae  Weiiem  tide  of  Hindea*- 
tan)  mi^t,  if  the  eocwae  of  evente 
tfaoald  be  protracted  ornatowardf  forget 
the  obligations  of  treattea,  and  make  oeaiw 
BOO  cause  with  those  whose  hostility  #e 
BMNre  nearly  apprehended* 

In  Isct,  of  these  last^mentloned  Mab- 
ratta  sutes,  our  allies  and  tributaries^  the 
Guickwar  is  the  only  one  that  did  nor  in 
the  course  of  the  war,  take  part  with  onr 
enemies.  The  Peishwab  and  the  rajah  ef 
MagporOt  though  recently  bound  to  oa  by 
the  most  solemn  engagementawanA  tfale 
iMter  partteohnrly  by  the  most  signal 
banefita  did  avail  tfaemselfea  of  the  ear- 
Best  opportunity  to  deelase  aaainst  ua; 
—^with  a  treachery  irtiich,  to  mrd  Haat-i^ 
ingsTs  tmsting  and  ^enerens  i»tnire»  wae 
unexpected  ^  nut  which  tlioagh  unexpect- 
ed, did  not  lake  him  unprepared. 

1  new  come»  Sir,  to  the  operations  in 
the  field;  upon  whidi«  exteasive  and 
oemplicated  as  they  wera^^-^pread  ever 
ao  inde  a  theatret  and  involving  so  mudi 
Intricacy  of  milicary  detafl-^I  do  not 
presume  to  venture  to  speak  with  any 
particnlari^ ;  or  to  oflbr  myself  as  a  guide 
to  the  House  through  a  USbyraltb«  which 
I  have  neither  skill  nor  practice  to  enable 
me  to  tracer  I  shaU  confine  myself  to  the 
general  eomse,  and  character,  and  results^ 
of  the  campalgDb 

The  House  baa  seen  that  when  the  g»- 
vemor^general  prepaietl  to  take' the  field 
against  Uie  Pindarries,  he  looked  forward 
to  the  possible  hostility  of  Sdodia,  Hol- 
kar,  and  Meer  Khan.  With  the  Peish- 
wah,  a  prince  the  meat  important  from 
the  influence  of  Us  hmh  rank  amoog  the 
Mahratta  statea^— and  with  the  Rajah  ef 
Nagpore,  treaties  had  been  recently 
aigned  and  ratified,  under  seeh  Mr  seem- 
in|  prDtestaiSona  of  {food  Ihith  and  tHend* 
ahip,  that  so  far  aa  instruments,  and  pio- 
fitssions  could  be  biodhig^  tbe  fldriky  of 
these  peweie  aaemed  asinred.  The  tree- 
ciM  to  whieh  I  lelbr  are  the  fiiet  and  as- 
Mud  in  the  cotteetMl  upon  the  table. 

So  efleotual  ware  tha  piens  anddiapo- 
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aitiona  ef  lord  Hasting  that  Sciedia,  the 
most  formidable  of  his  expected  eaemieai 
was  overawed,  and  compressed,  aa  it  wera^ 
into  a  new  treaty  which  pledged  him  to 
active  oo*operation  against  the  Pindarriesk 
The  utmost  extent  of  tbe  stipidationa  of 
Ais  treaty  cannot  be  said  to  faaee  beeo 
^ery  diligently  fulfilled  by  him;  but  ae 
fiMT  tbe  oqect  of  it  was  eftcted,  that  he  at 
least  remained  neutral  during  the  case* 
paign.  Whether  in  thia  respect  Scmdita 
acted  under  the  impulse  of  fear,  ov  waa 
persuaded  by  arginMnts  addremed  to  hia 
interest  and  ambition,  tbe  prudence  ef 
the  governor-general  is  eqomly  eonspiee^ 
eus:  it  detracts  nothing  from  military 
skill  to  have  been  aided  by  pdiiical  atmgt 
city.  As  to  Meer  Khan,  the  overwhenn* 
ittg  force  whkh  lord  Hastings  brought  to 
Imr  upon  bim  compelled  his  immediate 
acquiescence  and  submission.  He  wkh^ 
drew  hit  troops  and  surrendered  hia  arlib 
lery.  It  remains  to  speak  of  the  third 
power  whese  bostilitv  was  expected-* 
Holkar.  With  HoiWs  govemmeist, 
(the  actual  chief  bei^g  a  minor)  neaotsa* 
oeos  were  for  aeme  lime  carried  on ; 
regarding  which,  the  puj^ers  eo  the  table 
contain  information  somewhat  less  ample 
than  ceuM  be  wiabed ;  aa  by  sonm  onua^ 
sion,  no  doubt  aocidentat,  various  docu« 
amiita  rriaiing  to  these  iransactiona  havii 
not  yel  reached  this  eeuatry.  That  lord 
Hastings  had  been  in*  negotiation  with  the 
regent,  the  mother  of  die  yeang  rajah ; 
and  that  greai  hopta  ware  indulged  of  a 
Aveurable  isaee,  is  dear ;  but  imw  tbeai 
hopes  were  disappointed  does  not  apptaa 
m  the  documenttoefera  the  House.  lainv 
however,  miabled  to  add  towhat  appearain 
the  papers,  one  foci  the  particuhira  of 
which  hive  only  come  te  my  knowledge 
within  a  iiw  daysk  A  short  time  before 
dm  graal  aad  decisive  battle  with  thg 
fprcea  of  Holkar,  one  of  the  reAacterif 
and  diaaifected  chieftains  in  hia  council^ 
took  this  sumaaary  method  of  over^niling 
the  pdiey  of  the  regent:  he  entered  hot 
lent  at  night,  dragged  her  out  by  hef 
hair,  and  severing  her  head  firom  her 
body,  cast  beth  into  the  river.  Of  the 
ohaiage  thoa  suddenly  wrought  in  Holkar^t 
eeoncils,  the  first  mdicaff  on  was,  an  attack 
by  die  army  ef  Holkar  on  the  troops  oom« 
poehig  the  advanced  guard  ef  sir  nonMi 
Hislop. 

This  bringe  me  to  the  biltle  of  Mwl 
heidpere^the  only  great  geneml  aodon 
whicm  occuned  in  the  odmee  of  the  cam* 
paign.     Of  this  bit«e  I  ML  myadf 
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iBCompalenty  even  if  it  were  necenarf,  to 
enter  into  die  militery  detatb:  the  ga* 
lettet  furnith  a  moreperspicnout  account 
of  it  than  I  could  pretena  to  offer.  But 
I  may  be  permitted  to  sayy  that  mere 
determined  gallantry,  more  inflexible 
perteverancoi  or  greater  exertion  of  mind 
and  body  on  the  p^rt  of  every  individual 
engaged,  were  never  dispUved  than  in  the 
battle  of  Maheidpore*  The  result  was, 
the  defeat  and  dissolution  of  the  army  of 
the  enemy,— •though  not  without  a  loss 
on  our  sidle,  deeply  to  be  deplored.  This 
Tictory  recommends  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  House  tlie  name  of  air  Thomas  His^ 
lop,  by  whose  conduct  and  under  whose 
auspices  it  was  won ;  and  that  of  Sir  John 
Maicolm««*second  in  command  on  that 
occasion ; — second  to  none  in  renown  ;-* 
whose  name  will  be  remembered  in  India 
as  long  as  the  British  tongue  is  spoken  or 
the  British  flag  hoisted  throughout  that 
Test  territory. 

The  result  of  this  battle,  as  it  was  the 
complete  dissolution  of  the  army  of  Hol« 
kar,  so  was  it  that  of  the  confederacy 
amonff  the  Mahratta  powers,  which  had 
long  been  secretly  formed,  and  whicli  an 
unprosperous  or  even  a  doubtful  issue  of 
our  first  action  in  the  field,  would  unques- 
tionably have  brought  into  full  play.  A 
treaty  of  peace  was  forthwith  negociated 
with  Holkar,  by  which  were  ce&d  to  us 
all  his  possessions  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  Nerbudda:  and  the  remainder 
of  the  campaign,  so  far  as  this  member  of 
the  hostile  confederacy  was  concerned; 
consisted  in  collecting  for  the  British  ffo« 
▼ernmentthe  scattered  firagments.of  his 
dismembered  chieftainship. 
'  While  the  campaign  was  proceeding 
thus  successfully  against  those  whom  lord 
Hastings  had  taken  into  account  as  pro- 
bable enemies,  their  number  was  unex- 
pectedly increased  by  the  addition  of  the 
jPeishwah,  the  executive  head  of  the 
Mahratta  empire;  who  suddenly  broke 
the  ties  which  bound  him  (as  has  been 
seen)  in  the  strictest  amity  to  the  British 

government.  Even  sir  John  Malcolm— 
etter  qualified  perhaps  than  any  other 
person  to  fathom  the  desijpis  and  estimate 
the  sinoeritj  of  the  native  powers—had 
been  so  far  imposed  upon,  in  an  interview 
with  that  prince  at  Poonab,  as  to  express 
tb  lord  Hastings  his  perfect  conviction 
that  the  firiendly  professions  of  the 
Peishwah  deserved  entire  confidence.  In 
the  midst  of  this  unsuspecting  tranquil- 
lity,  at  a  moment. now  known  to  have 


been  concerted  with  the  other  Malhratta 
chieftains,,  the  PeishwsJi  manifested  his 
real  intentions  by  an  unprovoked  attadi 
upon  the  residency  (the  house  of  the 
British  resident)  at  Poonab.  Mr.  Elphin- 
atone  (a  name  distinguished  in  the  litera- 
ture as  well  as  in  the  politics  of  the  east) 
exhibited  on  that  trying  occasion,  military 
courage  and  skill  which,  though  valuable 
accessaries  to  diplomatic  talents,  we  are 
not  entitled  to  require  as  necessary  qua- 
lifications for  dvil  employment.  On  that, 
and  not  on  that  occasion  only,  but  on 
many  others  in  the  course  of  this  singular 
campaign,  Mr.  Elphinstone  displayed 
talents  and  resources,  which  would  have 
rendered  him  no  mean  general,  in  a  coun- 
try where  generals  are  of  no  mean  excel- 
lence and  reputation. 

The  gallant  resistance  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Burr,  at  the  head  of  the  small 
force  cantoned  in  the  vicinity  of  Poonali, 
to  the  concentrated  army  of  the  Peiawah, 
and  the  brilliant  and  decisive  victory  sub- 
sequently gained  over  that  army  by 
brigadier-general  Smith,  stand  recorded 
in  the  Gaaette— memorable  instances  of 
British  valour.  Nor  less  memorable  ia 
the  instance  of  British  moderation  dis- 
played by  general  Smith  after  his  victory, 
in  sparing  the  then  hostile  capital  of  a 
treacherous  enemy,  which  lay  at  the 
mercy  of  the  conquerors. 

It  may  be  convenient  to  despatch  in 
continuity  what  remains  to  be  stated  re* 
specting  the  Peishwah,  though  anticipating 
for  that  purpose  events  and  the  order  of 
time.  It  was  the  task  of  general  Smi^ 
to  pursue  that  fugitive-  prince  through  all 
the  windings  and  doubhogs  of  a  warfiure 
which  shifted  its  ground  a  thousand  times; 
to  overthrow  his  collected  force  a  second 
time  in  a  pitched  battle;  and  in  that  bat- 
tle to  rescue  from  his  power  the  rajah  of 
Sattarah,  descendant  of  the  ancient  sove- 
reigns,—and  by  just  title^  the  real  head 
of  the  Mahratta  empire*  Of  that  empire 
the  Peishwah  was  originally  the  first  ex»* 
cutive  minister.  As  happens  not  unfre- 
quently  in  oriental  sovereignties,  the  legiti- 
matemonarchy  had  for  some  time  sunk  into 
a  mere  name ;  and  in  that  name  the  peish- 
wahs  had  now  for  six  pneratlons  exer- 
cised the  supreme  authonty,  keeping  dur- 
ing the  same  period  the  successive  heredi- 
tary sovereigns  in  confinement.  To  seise 
the  person  of  the  nyah  of  8attandi»  in  the 
fort  of  that  name  in  which  he  had  long 
been  immured,  was  the  first  object  of  the 
Peishwah  b  his  flight  firooB  Poonab ;  lest» 
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falling  into  the  hands  of  the  British,  the 
restitution  of  that  sovereign  to  his  state 
should  lead  to  the  final  extinction  of  the 
Peishwah's  office  and  power.  To  defeat 
this  precaucion  was  the  effect  of  general 
Smith's  victories;  and  it  was  no  small 
reward  of  his  exertions  to  be  the  instru- 
raent  of  such  a  restoration.  Amid  the 
rapid  revolutions  and  fluctuating  dynasties 
of  the  east,  it  is  not  always  that  European 
policy  can  satisfy  itself  as  to  the  correct- 
ness of  the  course  which  circumstances 
or  engagements  may  compel  it  to  pursue 
or  to  sanction.  But  it  is  no  unsatisfactory 
consequence  of  a  faithless  and  unprovoked 
attack  upon  the  British  power,  that  a  law- 
ful sovereign  has  been  replaced  on  the 
•throne  of  his  ancestors,  by  the  same 
British  army  which  drove  a  perfidious 
aggressor  from  his  capital,  and  finally  re- 
duced him  from  a  wanderer  to  a  captive. 
What  has  been  stated  of  the  unex- 
pected hostility  of  the  Peishwsh,  applies, 
in  its  general  outline,  and  with  change 
only  of  names  and  places,  to  the  rajah 
of  Berar.  At  Nagpore,  as  at  Poonab,  an 
attack  was  suddenly  made  on  the  British 
residency ;  while  the  attention  of  the  go- 
vemor-general  was  supposed  to  be  exdu- 
aively  ocenpied  with  the  Pfndarry  war. 
A  simtiar  resistance  was  successfully 
opposed  to  this  attack  1^  the  resident, 
Mr.  Jenkins;  who  affords  another  in- 
stance of  the  bappy  union  of  military 
qualifications  with  diplomatic  skill ;  and 
whose  courage  and  constancy  had  been 
heretofore  displayed  under  very  trying 
circumstances,  when,  after  the  former 
Mahratta  war,  he  held  the  office  of  resi- 
dent at  the  court  of  Scindia.  The  few 
troops  stationed  at  Nagpore,  under  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Sccktt,  made  a  gallant  stand 
against  the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy 
*-(a  superiority  sufficient  to  surround  and 
overpower  the  British  force,  even  if  the 
attack  had  been  foreseen )(  instances  of 
individual  heroum  displayed  on  this  occa- 
sion are  deservedly  recorded  in  our  mili- 
tary annals.  It  remained  for  the  skill  and 
valour  of  Brigadier-general  Doveton  to 
follow  up  the  advantages  thus  obtained ; 
and  to  complete  the  overthrow  of  a  power 
which  had  acted  with  such  perfidious  vio- 
lence. *  The  hostility  of  Nagpore  was  a 
still  greater  surprise  than  that  of  Poonah; 
The  result  in  both  cases  was  the  same. 
The  Peishwah  is  consigned  to  a  secure 
though  mitigated  cspuvity  ;•— the  rajah 
'of  Berar  continues  still  a  fugitive,  but  so 
reduced  and  deserted^   that  although  I 


cannot  aver  that  a  renewal  of  hostilities 
by  him  is  altogether  impossible, — I  trust 
that  they  cannot  be  renewed  in  a  shspe 
likely  to  give  the  governor-general  much 
trouble  or  uneasiness. 

Neither  had  these  distant  and  unfore- 
seen occurrences  the  effect,  which  was 
probably  anticipated  b^  the  Mahrattas, 
of  calling  off  the  attention  of  the  Bengal 
government  from  the  original  object  of 
their  military  prepHrations  ^the  Pindarries. 
Within  three  months  after  the  opening  of 
the  campaign,  this  formidable  horde  had 
ceased  to  exist  as  a  body.  Surrounded^ 
and  driven,  as  if  into  a  net,  between  the 
converging  forces  of  the  British  presideo* 
cies,^repelled  on  one  side  firom  the  iron- 
tiers  of  the  Company's  territories,  and 
pressed  on  the  other  against  the  frontiers 
of  Scindia  and  Holkar^(  Scindia's  territory 
being  dosed  against  them  by  that  chieN 
tain's  treaty  of  co-operation,  and  Holkar^a 
by  the  treaty  of  peace  which  followed  the 
battle  of  Maheidpore) ;  cut  off  from  their 
accustomed  retreat  across  the  Nerbudda, 
Into  the  territories  of  Poonah  or  Nagpore ; 
and  unable,  as  is  their  natare,  to  make 
head  against  a  regular  army  in  the  field ; 
they  gradually  melted  away,  dispersed, 
concealed,  or  surrendered  themselves; 
their  families,  their  treasured*  plunder, 
their  fortresses,  fell  into  our  hands;  and 
that  association  of  freebooters  may  I  hope 
be  said  to  be  extirpated,  not  indeed  in 
their  persons,  but  in  purpose  and  in 
name. 

Of  such  complicated  hostilities,  cover- 
ing an  extent  of  country  before  which 
the  dimensions  of  an  European  campaign 
shrink  in  comparison,  it  is,  as  I  have  said, 
quite  impossible  for  me  to  attempt  any 
thing  like  a  detailed  exnosition.  Among 
fi»ats  of  prowess  and  deeds  of  gallantry 
performed  contemporaneously  in  scenes 
of  action  far  removed  from  each  other, 
but  conducing  alike  to  one  great  end,  I 
feel  totally  unable  to  thread  the  mazes  of 
victorTy  and  to  select  instances  for  minute 
specification  and  particular  praise,  either 
with  jostice  to  the  Brituh  troops,  or  with 
satufaction  to  my  own  sense  of  their 
merits.  The  names  of  the  leaders  and  of 
the  actors  in  these  distinguished  scenes 
most  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  those 
who  have  perused  the  reports  of  the  cam* 
paign ;  and  I  fear  that  if  I  were  to  at- 
tempt a  catalogue,  I  might,  firom  inadver- 
.tence  (though  not  from  partiality),  leave 
many  well  deserving  of  praise  nnnamed. 
In  every  instance^  tne  valour  of  the  Bri* 
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tiA^  Ireapt  hM  been  ewlneotly  coupi* 
«M«s.  And  when  I  tay— -of  tbe  British 
lroop8,*-4«t  «M  gii^rd  the  House  against 
luiy  such  erroneous  impression,  as  that 
the  contest  was  one  between  tried  and 
yaUaot  British  soldiers  on  the  one  side, 
^nd  fe^le  and  unvarlike  natives  on  tlie 
other.  Let  it  not  be  considered  as  an 
tiaeiiiHil  conflict  of  European  valour  with 
untaught  Indian  courage;  for,  out  of  about 
90,000  troops,  whom  lord  Hastings 
i>rought  ii^to  the  field,  10,000  Qn\y,  or 
Chereabouu  wc^e  British :  the  remainder 
were  the  native  forces  of  the  East  India 
Con^pai^,— trained*  it  is  true,  by  Euro- 
pean offioerat  and  fHroviog  by  their  obe* 
aiaoce,  their  coiwrnget  ^beir  pdrseverance, 
their  enduranoe,  tl;^  in  discioline  and  in 
achieveatients  they  were  capable  of  rival* 
ling  their  British  instructors. 

La  doing  justice  to  the  bravery  of  the 
IMUiire  jtroops,  I  must  not  overlook  another 
virtue-— th^  fidelity.  Many  of  the 
Bombay  army  bad  been  recruited  in  the 
territories  Qt  the  Peishwiab;  their  pro- 
perty, their  friends,  their  relatives,  all  that 
WB»  valuable  and  dear  to  them,  were  atiU 
in  that  prince's  -power.  Previously  to 
the  commencemont  of  hostilities  the 
]P,^M^wah  'had  -spared  no  pains  to  seduce 
aiid  «ONriJ|>t  these  troopi»— be  abstained 
from  ao  sbraals  to  force  them  freas  their 
aUegianee;  but  his  utsoost  arts  were  vain. 
The  {lative  (affinaas  and  soldiers  came  to 
their  British  comosandem  with  the  prooft 
of  these  temptations  in  their  hands,  and 
|pen6«(ed  the  pledges  of  <heir  attachment. 
/Qn(e«iaa--^a  non-commissioned  officer-* 
brciught  to  his  captain  the  sum  of  5,000 
rupees,  which  bad  been  presented  to  him 
by  the  PeishvAh  in  person,  as  an  earneat 
of  xeward  for  desertiott.*  The  vengeanoe 
denomoMed  by  the  Pcsshwah  was  not 
an  mM^aeantng  menaee.  It  did,  in  many 
|astancas»  faU  heavifv  on  the  relatives  of 
thoee  who  resisted  ois  threats  and  :bis 
nnlseaties ;  but  the  efiect  was  trather  to 
masperate  than  to  repress  their  ardnur 
ifk  the  service  to  whidi  they  had  sworn  io 
frthere. 

This  combined  courage  and  attachment 
mere  ipever  nsore  conspicuous  tbsn  nn  one 
•ciBasion  which  1  wiU  take  the  liberty  to 
Mrticularize«  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a 
just  uibute  as  well  to  the  native  tcocpi 
i^;to,tbe  talents  of  an  officer  commanding 
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tbeip.  It  is  an  instance  which  I  mar 
select  witheut  inaiiliousness,  as  the  raoK 
of  the  officer  does  Aot  allow  of  bis  name 
being  moitioned  in  a  vole  of  tbanjks. 

A  body  of  between  800  and  900  men, 
all  natives,  eiacept  the  artillery  (the  pro- 
portion ef  which  to  a  force  of  this 
stfieogtjb  many  gentlemen  present  can 
estisaate  more  correctly  than  myself),  was 
op  its  march  from  a  distant  part  of  the 
Peishwab's  territories  to  Poonah,  soon 
after  the  denunciation  of  hostilities;  and 
uneapectedlv  found  itself  in  presence  of 
the  whole  Mabratta  army.  What  was 
the  exact  amount  of  the  Peishwab's  force 
I  am  not  able  to  state  with  precision,  but 
the  eavahry  alone  was  not  lea  than  80,000. 
The  smaU  band  which  I  have  described^ 
hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  this  over^ 
whelming  auperiorily  of  numbers,  main* 
tj^uned  through  n  mg  day  an  <^inata 
and  ¥i<ytfi>riai9e  resistance :  victorieHS-rfor 
they  repelled  on  every  point  the  furioua 
attacks  of  the  enemy*  The  chief  sufferinjg 
of  which  they  oompHained  during  this 
singuler  and  most  unequal  contest*  was 
ihe  intolerable  thirst  whiqh  tbay  could 
not  procure  the  means  pfslakiag  until  the 
action  was  osier,  b  the  end  llb^y  not 
M^  secured  an  unmolested  fetreatt  bat 
they  carried  off  their  wounded  I— In  aueh 
a  waste  and  wildemass  of  space  and  of 
glories,  distracting  the  sight  and  perplex- 
ing d^  judgasent,  it  is  sstis&otonr  thus 
to  select  aame  small  insulated  field  of 
action,  v^hich  one  can  comprehend  at  a 
single  glance,  and  of  which  (as  of  seme 
gneen  and  sunny  spot  in  a  far-stretchiog 
and  diversified  landscape)  one  can  catch 
and  deUneate  all  the  nharaoterislic  fei^ 
tores. 

Fiom  this  one  small  achieiwent^smaB 
as  to  icxtent,  but  mighty  ^ith  refierenoe 
to  the  qualities  displayed  in  it«— the  spirit 
whiob  issrvaded  and  animated  the  whole 
Indian  army  may  he  inferred.  The.officar 
who  commanded  this  gallant  little  foro^ 
wastcaptain  Staunton:  bis«ank  does  «ot 
entitle  bim  to  be  recorded  in  our  vota% 
but  the  House  will  be  glad  to  learn  that 
his  aowiito  and  aewioes  have  not  been 
overlooked  by  his  immediate  enqployaca, 
the  Coujct  of  Directors. 

To  sum  up  the  military  results  of  the 
whole  campaign  in  a  £ew  words: — ^Within 
the  short  period  of  six  months,  between 
November  and  June,  eigbt-«nd*twen9 
actions  were  Ibught  in  the  field;  difarinc 
firom  each  ^thw  in  magnitude,  but  all 
aihibitingi  in  unT^ried  ivl^iider»  the  chap 


i 


S81] 


Qfid  th9  Armjf  ui  ImHti* 


MabcH  4»  1S19. 


[888 


f^cter  of  our  Indian  army*  One  hundred 
.and  twenty  forts-^many  of  them  scarcely 
.fpcestible,  some  deemed  impregnable 
i^her  by  force  or  skill, — ^fell  to  that  army 
W  aurrend^r,  ji>y  siege,  or  by  storm.  To 
g^ve  some  notion  of  the  extent  of  country 
Of  er  which  these  actions  were  distributed 
«— the  distance  between  the  most  northern 
and  mo^t  southern  of  the  captured  for- 
tresses is  npt  less  than  seven  hundred 
miles. 

At  the  fottthern  extreoiity  of  this  long 
of  oparationSf  and  in  a  part  of  the 
ji^finpaign. carried  pn  in  a  district  far  from 
.public  g^ae  and  without  the  opportunities 
pf  ear^  9nd  especial  notice,  was  employed 
•  man  whose  name  1  should  indeed  haye 
been  sorry  to  have  passed  over  in  silence. 
Idludetocol.  Thomas  Munro;  a  gen* 
lltmao  whose.  r|ire  qualifications  the  late 
House  of  Commpoahad  opportunities  of 
iudyng  whea  he  was  exammed  at  their 
bar,  OB  the  renewal  of  the  East  India 
C^QPpany'a  charter ;  — and  than  whom 
Europe  npver. produced  a  more  accom- 
pUshad  atatflsmaPi  nor  India,  fertile  as  it  is 
IB  heron  a  more  skilful  soldier.  This 
fieatleaum,  wboae  occupationa  for  some 
jeaia  paat,.  have  been  rather  of  a  civil  and 
adounistrative  than  a  military  naturoi  was 
called,  early  in  the  war,  to  exercise  abi- 
lities whicht  though  domaant,  had  not 
rusted  fei^  disuse.  He  went  into  the 
field  with  not  more  than  five  or  six  hun- 
drad  BMOt  of  whom  a  very  /imall  proper* 
tioB  were Suropeans;  and  marched  mto 
|he  Mahntfta  territories  to  take  possession 
«f  the  couBtry  which  had  been  ceded  to 
«s  by  Che  treaty  of  Poonah.  The  popu- 
lalioB  which  be  subdued  by  arms,  he  ma- 
naged with  such  address,  equity,  and 
wisdoa^  that  ho  established  an  empire 
over  their  hearts  and  feelings.  Nine  foru 
were  aorvendered  to  him  or  taken  by 
SMBult  on  his  way;  and  at  the  end  of  a 
ailent  and  soaioely  observed  prosress,  he 
«niefged  from  a  tfrritory  heretofore  hos- 
tile  to  the  British  interest,  with  an  acces* 
aion  instead  of  a  diminution  of  force, 
leavinff  every  thing  secure  and  tranquil 
behind  him.  This  result  speaks  more 
than  could  be  told  by  any  minute  and 
extended  commentary. 

This,  however.  Sir  ^in  order  that  I  may 
keep  my  word  with  the  House),  is  the 
last  episode  in  which  I  shall  indulge.  It 
fianuuns  only  to  describe  briefly  the  ge- 
Asral   stale  in  which  our  affiiirs  were 

f  laced,  at  the  0^d  of  the  campaign.    The 
'eis^wab  and  the  rajah  of  Nagpore  I  have 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


already  traced  from  their  unprovoked 
hostility  to  their  merited  chastisement. 
The  Pindarries,  the  original  cause  and 
object  of  the  war,  are  gone.  Of  the 
powers  which  had  a  natural  interest  to 
side  with  the  Pindarries,  Meer  Khan  ia 
reduced  to  his  original  comparative  insig* 
nificance;  Holkar  has  paid  the  penalty 
of  his  hostility  by  the  sacrifice  of  a  large 
portion  of  his  dominions ;  and  the  most 
formidable  and  most  important  of  all, 
Scindia,  havine  been  prevented  by  wise 
management  from  taking  that  course 
which  would  justly  have  placed  him 
amongst  the  victims  of  our  vengeance^ 
remains ;  and  lon^  may  he  renHun  an  in** 
dependent  sovereign.  Long  mar  he  re- 
main  sol— because,  anxioua  aa  I  am  for 


the  prosperity  and  mrandeur  of  our  Indian 
empire,  I  confess  I  look  at  its  faidefinite 
extension  with  awe.  I  earnestly  wish 
that  it  may  be  possible  for  us  to  remain 
stationary  where  we  are;  and  that  what 
still  exists  of  substantive  and  faidependant 
power  in  India,  may  stand  untouched  and 
unuapaired.  But  this  consummation^ 
however  much  it  may  be  desired^  depends 
(as  I  have  said)  not  on  ourselves  alone. 
Aggression  must  be  repelled,  and  perfidy 
must  be  visited  with  its  just  reward.  And 
while  I  join  with  the  thinking  part  of  the 
country  in  deprecating  advance, »- who 
shall  say  that  there  is  safety  for  auch  a 
power  aa  ours,  in  retrogradation  i 

In  one  view,  the  accession  of  territocyf 
by  the  various  operations  of  which  I  have 
attempted  to  give  some  outline,  is  as  im- 
portant as  the  war  was  justifiable  and  ne* 
oessary.  In  the  beginnmg  of  this  war 
the  frontier  to  be  guarded  was  in  extent 
not  less  than  two  thousand  five  hundred 
miles.  In  consequence  of  our  late  suc- 
cesses, and  of  the  tributary  alliances  which 
have  grown  out  of  them,  that  frontier  ia 
indeed  much  advanced ;  but  in  proportion 
as  it  is  advanced,  it  is  also  narrowed,  so 
that  the  line  towards  the  Indus  does  not 
now  present  more  than  one-third  of  the 
extent  of  the  former  external  boundar]^. 

I  have  thus,  Sir,  endeavoured  to  briQg 
before  the  House  a  review  of  the  lata 
campaign ;  and  imperfect  as  I  am  aware 
that  review  must  necessarily  be,  I  do 
i^ot  know  that  I  have  omitted  any^  ma- 
terial part  of  the  srounds  on  which  I 
found  my  call  upon  Uie  House  for  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  marquis  of  Hastings*  I 
have  said  enough  to  show  the  provideBoe 
with  which  he  called  forth,  and  the  skill 
with  which  he  arrayed,  the  forcea  of  the 

(SL) 
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great  empire  committed  to  his  charge  ;| 
the  wisdom  with  which  he  laid  his  plaos,  1 
and  the  vigour  with  which  he  carried 
them  into  execution.  I  conclude  with 
proposing  the  vote  to  lord  Hastings  as  the 
commander  under  whose  auspices  these 
successes  have  been  achieved;  but  I  think 
it  due  to  him  as  a  statesman  at  the  same 
time  to  assure  the  House  that  his  most 
anxious  wish  is  to  improve  by  the  arts  of 
peace  the  provinces  acquirea  in  war ;  ex- 
tending the  protection  of  British  justice 

•to^  every  part  of  our  widely-spread  do- 
minions ;  but  leaving  as  he  may  nnd  them, 

*  the  harmless  prejudices  of  nations ;  and 
confprmin^  our  government  to  native 
Habits  and  institutions,  wherever  those 
habits  and  institutions  are  not  at  variance 

'  with  equity  and  reason ;  convinced  that 
the  British  rule  will  be  stable  throughout 
India,  in  proportion  as  it  is  beneficent 
and  beloved.  [Mr.  Canning  here  read 
the  Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  marquis  of  Has* 

.  tings]. 

It  18  necessarv  that  I  should  preface 
the  second  Resolution  with  a  few  remarks 
on  a  circumstance  in  the  conduct  of  a 
gallant  general  who  has  greatly  signalized 
himself  in  this  campaign.  I  mentioned, 
in  the  earlier  part  of  my  speech,  that  one 
of  the  first  results  of  sir  Thomas  Hislop's 
victory  over  Holkar  was  an  order  issued 
by  that  chief,  and  intrusted  to  sir  Thomas 
Hislop,  for  the  surrender  of  certain  for- 
'  tresses  to  the  south  of  the  river  Nerbudda. 
Amongst  the  fortresses  .so  ordered  to  be 
surrendered  to  sir  Thomas  Hislop,  was 
that  of  Taloier.  At  that  place  an  evt^nt 
occurred  which  is  relatea  in  the  papers 
before  the  House,  and  the  particulars  of 
which  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  repeat. 
In  those  papers  the  House  is  possessed  of 
all  the  information  which  the  East  India 
company  or  the  government  have  received 
on  this  subject.  With  that  information 
neither  the  East  India  company  nor  the 
government  are  satisfied.  The  only 
course  which,  under  these  circumstances, 
could  be  adopted,  was,  to  send  instructions 
to  the  government  of  India  to  transmit  to 
England  the  most  ample  information,  and 
to  institute,  if  necessarv,  the  roost  minute 
inquiry.  I  am  very  far  from  admitting 
that  because  there  has  been  an  omission 
in  sending  home  satisfactory  docttments, 
we  are  therefore  to  conclude  that  the 
transaction  b  not  justifiable.  The  infer- 
ence must  be  the  other  way : — First,  from 
the  character  of  a  British  officer ;  secondly, 
fronr  the  iDdividml  character  of  this  om* 


cer,  whom  ^though  I  am  not  myself  ac- 
quainted with  him],  I  understand  to  be 
eminently  entitled  to  praise  not  more  for 
his  professional  talents,  than  for  his  ab- 
horrence of  everv  thing  cruel  or  severe. 
We  have  further  in  support  of  this  infer- 
ence, two  separate  approvals  of  his  con- 
duct by  the  marquis  of  Hastings,  convey- 
ed in  the  most  unqualified  terms.  It  is 
impossible  to  imagine  any  interest  or  Af- 
fection that  could  have  induced  lord  Has- 
tings to  slur  over  a  transaction,  which  in 
his  conscience  he  thought  deserving  of 
blame.  I  say  this  the  more  confidently, 
because  instances  have  occurred  in  the 
course  of  thb  campaign  which  prove  that 
however  anxious  lord  Hastings  is  to  be- 
stow praise  where  praise  is  merited,  he 
knows  his  doty  toa  well  ta  withhold  blame 
from  those  who  have  justly  incurred  it. 
Those  instances  it  would  be  unfair  to 
mention ;  but  I  can  assure  the  Heuse  that 
such  are  in  my  possession. 

When  the  despatch  which  contains  the 
account  of  the  capture  of  Talneir,  was 
transmitted  in  the  military  department  of 
the  official  correspondence,  it  came  ui^c- 
companied  with  any  civil  details  whttt- 
ever.  I  felt  some  reluctance  in  making 
the  bare  military  statement  public :  but  I 
thought  the  plain  course  to  pursue  was, 
to  deal  with  this  despatch  as  other  des- 
patches of  a  military  nature  had  been 
dealt  with ;  looking  forward  confidently 
to  the  arrival  of  the  details  which  were 
wanting  to  give  the  transaction  its  trae 
colour.  Those  gentlemen  who  take  an 
interest  in  Indian  afiatrs  must  know  how 
uncertain  correspondence  is  with  that  part 
of  the  world.  There  have  been-^there 
still  are— great  chasms  in  the  correspon- 
dence respecting  the  late  campaign.  In 
last  Saturday's  Gazette,  is  an  account  of 
occurrences  which'  took  place  not  less 
than  a  year  and  a  half  ago:  it  is  not  the 
fault  of  the  government  that  the  InteHi- 
gence  of  them  did  not  arrive  sooner. 
And  here  it  may  possibly  be  expledient 
for  me  to  state,  by  the  way,  why  des- 
patches oF  which  the  general  interest  is 
gone  by,  are  nevertheless  inserted  in  the 
Gazette.  The  reason,  Sir,  is  this :  from  the 
intense  and  laudable  eagerness  with  which 
military  honours  are  sought  for,  It  is  ne- 
cessary that  those  services  l»y .which  such 
honours  may  be  merited,  should  be  pub- 
licly recorded.  Public  record  being  made 
—and  wisely— an  indispensable  condition 
of  the  grant  of  those  honours,  it  would  be 
hard  to  ran  the  risk  of  inYalidating  aay 
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officer's  title  to  them  hereafter,  by  keeping 
back  altogether  the  notification  of  sennces, 
the  official  report  of  which  might  have 
happened  to  be  delayed. 

To  return  to  sir  Thomas  Hislop:  his 
despatch  arrived  in  August;  the  apnroba- 
tion  of  the  marquis  of  Hastings,  though 
dated  only  a  fortnight  after  that  despatch, 
did  not  arrive  till  the  27th  of  November. 
The  details  of  a  complete  justification 
may  be  now  on  their  way.  In  this  im- 
perfect state  of  evidence  three  modes  of 
proceeding  presented  themselves  to  go- 
vernment. The  first  was,  to  withhold  re- 
muneration altogether  from  the  services  of 
the  Indian  army  till  this  point  should  be 
cleared  up ;  but  no  man  who  knows  the 
spirit  and  temper  of  armies  in  general, 
and  the  composition  of  the  Indian  army 
in  particular,  would  recommend  a  course 
90  ungrateful  and  ungracious.  The  next 
was  to  grant  to  other  deservcrs  the  proper 
honorary  rewards,  omitting  the  name  of 
the  commander  under  whom  the  most 
considerable  victory  had  been  gained— 
the  name  of  him  in  whose  praise  the  let- 
ters from  India  were  lavish ;  but  such  an 
exception  would  have  placed  on  his  cha- 
racter a  stamp  of  obloquy  too  deep  to  be 
effaced  by  any  subsequent  atonement. 
The  last  course  was,  to  include  him  with 
the  body  of  officers  to  whom  military  ho- 
nours were  due ;  still,  however,  expecting 
and  requiring  at  a  future  period  a  satis^ 
factory  explanation  of  this  particular  part 
of  his  conauct. — If  the  House  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  executive  government 
have  not  judged  amiss  in  the  cnoice  which 
they  have  made  between  these  three  modes 
of  proceeding,  the  House  will,  perhaps,  so 
far  countenance  and  concur  with  their 
decision  as  to  vote  its  thanks  for  military 
service  to  lieut.  general  sir  Thomas  HiS' 
lop,  in  common  with  his  brave  compeers 
in  glory;  and  to  be  contented  with  enter- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  a  special  record  of 
its  own  suspended  judgment  on  this  parti* 
cular  transaction. 

I  admit  the  reasonableness  of  such  a  re^ 
cord,  on  the  grounds  which  I  have  stated ; 
though  I  feel  that,  standing  in  my  situa- 
tion, it  would  hardly  be  becoming  in  me 
to  propose  what  that  record  shall  be.  To 
join  it  with  the  vote  of  thanks  itself,  when 
every  end  can  be  obtained  by  a  separate 
resolution,  would  be  as  harsh  as  unneces- 
sary :— unnecessary,  since  the  suspension 
of  the  judgment  of  the  House  may  be 
sufficiently  marked  without  such  a  junc- 
)tion$— and  barsb,  because  the  vote  of 


thanks  will  be  placed  on  the  regimental 
books,  and  read  in  front  of  every  military 
line  in  India.  This,  I  am  ready  to  confess, 
would  not  be  too  severe  a  course  if  the 
transaction  were  finally  to  be  imprinted 
with  a  character,  such  as,  I  trust  it  never 
can  assume ;  but  what  would  be  the  feel- 
ings of  sir  Thomas  Hislop  and  of  his 
comrades,  if  such  a  censure  were  sent 
forth,  in  ignorance  here,  to  be  read  before 
an  audience  in  India  who  might  well  know 
that  it  had  not  been  deserved  I  I  trust, 
then,  that  the  House  will  allow  the  name 
of  sir  Thomas  Hislop  to  stand  in  my  se- 
cond resolution  of  thanks,  without  any 
phrase  of  qualification ;  and  in  return,  if 
any  gentleman  shall  propose  a  separate 
resolution  of  the  description  which  I  have 
ventured  to  suggest,  I  shall  think  that  by 
assenting  to  such  resolution  I  best  dis* 
charge  my  duty  to  the  House,  to  the  In- 
dian ar  my,and  to  sir  Thomas  Hislop  himself. 
—The  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  with 
moving  his  first  Kesolution,  viz,  «  That 
the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
general  the  marquis  of  Hastings,  knight 
of  the  most  noble  order  of  the  Garter,  and 
knight  grand  cross  of  the  most  honourable 
military  order  of  the  Bath,  governor  ge- 
neral of  the  British  possessions  in  Uie 
£ast  Indies,  and  commander-in-chief  of 
the  forces  there,  for  the  promptitude  and 
vigour  displayed. by  him  m  the  overthrow 
and  suppression  of  the  Findarries;  and 
for  those  eminently  skilful  and  judicious 
military  arrangements  which  enabled  him 
to  defeat  the  hostile  aggressions  of  the 
Mahratta  princes,  in  a  campaign  marked 
by  a  series  of  brilliant  and  decisive  suc- 
cesses, highly  honourable  to  the  British 
arms." 

Lord  Morpeth  said»  that  after  the 
speech  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  not  more 
remarkable  for  its  eloquence  than  for  the 
clearness  and  excellence  of  its  arrange* 
ment,  he  must  bespeak  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  in  endeavouring  to  ofier  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  proposition  that  had 
just  been  made*  He  was  sensible  of  the 
difficulty  of  the  task ;  but  that  difficuhy 
was  lessened  by  the  consideration,  that  in 
the  greater  portion  of  the  observations 
made  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  he  entirely 
acquiesced*  To  the  governor  general,  for 
that  commanding  talent  and  consummate 
ability  with  which  he  had  planned  and 
directed  the  various  and  complicated 
movements  of  the  late  campaign  in  India, 
he  offered  the  tribute  of  nis  onqualifiefl 
approbation.    He  spoke   certainly  with 
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t^  Ignorance  of  an  unmilitarjr  person,  bat 
it  appeared  to  hhn  that  the  operation 
whfcn  had  directed  the  advance  of  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  army  from  the  south 
in  the  front  of  the  enemy,  while  an  over- 
whelming force  collected  in  his  rear  leflb 
him  no  utemative  but  destmction  or  sub* 
missiod,  was  most  judiciously  conceived 
and  ably  executed.  To  that  army  which 
was  concerned  in  these  great  achieve- 
ments he  was  certainly  anxious  to  pay  his 
debt  of  gratitude.  For  the  European 
part  of  it,  the  proportion  of  which  had 
been  justly  noticed  by  his  right  hon. 
friendy  he  would  say,  that  they  had  main- 
tained that  reputation  which  had  been 
acquired  by  their  brethren  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe;  for  the  Indian  part  of  it, 
80  much  the  most  considerable  division, 
he  would  say  that  they  vied  with  the 
European  soldier  in  all  the  €|ualities  of 
miHtmy  excellence,  and  particularly  in 
the  steadiness  of  discipline  with  which 
they  had  resisted  the  intrigues,  the  temp- 
tation, and  seduction  of  the  native  princes. 
With  regard  to  the  officers  of  the  Indian 
army,  he  might,  perhapd  be  permitted  to 
mention  a  characteristic  which  had  often 
occurred  to  him,  and  in  which  they  were 
not  surpassed  by  any  other  service  in  the 
world.  He  considered  that  they  united 
all  the  accomplishment  of  the  soldier  with 
the  ardor  and  activity  of  scienti^c  and 
geographical  research,  whether  it  was 
evincea  in  tracing  the  source  of  the 
Ganges  to  its  barriers  of  eternal  snow,  or 
In  measuring  the  mountains  of  the  ancient 
world,  and  vindicatmg  their  superiority 
<iTer  their  competitors  in  the  western 
hemisphere,  or  lo  traversing,  with  a  spirit 
of  almost  'romantic  enterprise,  the  sandy 
deserts  that  separate  the  Indian  from  the 
Persian  frontier,  the  encomium  would  be 
well  deserved.  With  regard  to  their  mi- 
litary excellence,  in  addition  to  the  bril* 
liant  action  at  Corregaum,  which  bad 
been  so  well  illustrated  by  his  right  hon. 
friend,  he  might  mention  the  afiair  of 
Poonah  under  col.  Burr,  and  that  of  Nag- 
pore  under  gen.  Doveton,  who  were  both 
opposed  to  a  very  superior  force.  But 
for  their  general  merits  it  was  sufficient 
to  say,  that  they  had  been  the  companions 
in  arms,  and  had  been  led  to  victory,  by 
sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  and  that  they  had 
subsequently  merited,  and  met  with  the 
applause  of  the  duke  of  Wellington. 

With  regard  to  the  justice  and  policy 
of  the  war  with  the  M^hratta  states,  he 
begged  leave  to  accept  the  propositbn 


of  bis  right  hon*  friend,  and  to  reaenre 
his  opinion  free  and  mipledged ;  for  if  it 
were  eitpedient  to  enter  into  the  merits  of 
that  question,  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  be 
necessary  to  produce  much  more  exten- 
sive information  ;*^much  of  the  correspon-*^ 
dence  with  the  court  of  Poonah  from  the 
period  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  for  ffon 
that  treaty  many  of  the  events  conneeted^ 
with  the  war  may  trace  their  origip. 
Much  resulted  from  the  effect  of  the  sub- 
sidiary  system.  The  Peishwa  had  been 
described  as  guilty  of  ingratitude  and 
treachery ;  but  it  must  be  observed,  thai 
you  placed  a  barren  sceptre  in  his  haad^' 
and  almost  insulted  him  with  the  mockerjr 
of  independence.  You  were  not  waSSlm^ 
rized  to  calculate  upon  the  gratitude  of 
a  person  so  circumstanced.  The  seine 
remark  applies,  in  some  degree,  to  lh« 
rajah  of  mgpore.  With  regard,  there* 
fore,  to  the  cpiestion  relating  to  the  jufttiee 
and  policy  of  the  war ;  whb  regard  to  the 
operation  of  that  extenshrepleo  of  pedfica* 
tion  and  alliance,  which  compreoendi,  in 
one  du-ection  the  diieftaitt  of  Lahore,  and 
in  another  nearly  stretehes  to  the  banks  of 
the  Indus ;  and,  above  all,  in  reference  te 
that  line^of  policy  which  annexes  territoiy 
to  the  already  gigantic  possessions  of  our 
Indian  empire,  he  hoped  to  be  allowed  te 
exercise  a  free  and  unfettered  judgment. 
He  certainljT  had  less  reserve  in  speaktog 
of  the  war  with  the  Pindarries;  he  would 
readily  allow  tliat  their  aggressions  were 
most  wanton;  and  their  cruelties  mosi 
unprovoked.  The  details,  indeed,  were  cA* 
culated  only  to  excite  disgust  and  horror. 
They  deserved  the  full  measure  of  retribn* 
tive  justice,  and  had  metwith  what  they  de* 
served;  they  had  expiated,  under  the 
hoofs  of  our  cavalry,  the  atrocities  and 
the  cruelties  that  they  had  perpetrated 
upon  the  defenceless  and  unprotected. 
He  was  not,  however,  quite  so  sanguine 
as  some  professed  to  be,  as  to  their  com* 
plete  extirpation;  especially  when  he 
recollected  the  words  of  a  person  who  had 
eminently  distinguished  himself  both  in  a 
civil  and  military  capacity ;  he  mearit  sir 
John  Malcolm,  who,  in  speaking  of  the 
Pindarries,  observed,  that  they  were  not 
more  addicted  to  plunder  than  every 
Mahratta  horseman,  and  every  mounted 
adherent  of  every  chieftain  in  the  province 
of  Maliva.  Under  these  circumstances^ 
he  did  not  think,  unless  you  could  ettir^ 
pate  the  htceA  of  horses,  and  alter,  by  the 
gradual  progress  of  civilization,  tha 
physicel  constitulion  of  ni«P|  thai  Itafe 
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race  of  ofgatiised  iNmdiUi  would  be  eu- 
tireljr  extinct. 

Having  reserved  bia  opinion  upon  the 
political  cauBCB  which  led  to  the  present 
contest  with  the  Mahratta  states,  and 
bairingoffiered  the  tribute  of  bisuil(|tialtfied 
applause  to  the  marquis  of  Hastings  and 
the  army  in  India,  he  proceeded  to  the 
conrideratioD  of  a  more  unpleasant  and 
irksome  subject.  He  ascribed  great  fair- 
ness to  the  manner  in  which  bisright  hon. 
friend  bad  stated  the  proceeding  of  sir 
Thomas  Hislop,  with  regard  to  the  ffarri* 
'Son  and  the  KiUedar  of  the  fort  of  Tunier. 
It  appeared  that  goveroment  had  directed 
a  fuu  mqoiry  into  the  subject,  and,  as  fieur 
as  government  was  concerned*  the  du^ 
bad  been  performed.  It  remained  ibr  the 
.Hoose  of  Coamioos  to  discharge  their 
part ;  for  in  reviewing  the  drcumstances 
of  the  case  it  isust  be  admitted,  that 
unleM  the  Killedar  could  have  been  proved 
to  have  been  accessary  to  the  base  trea« 
chery  of  the  garrison,  he  was  not  amen« 
itble  to  our  sornmary  justice  9  if  considered 
to  be  a  rebel,  it  was  to  Holkar,  and 
Holkar's  govsrnment  he  was  responsible. 
With  this  view  of  the  subject  be  deemed 
it  necessary  that  the  House  of  Commons 
should  accompany  the  vote  of  thanks 
which  would  speedfly  be  presented  to 
tiieir  notice,  witli  the  following  resolution 
<*  That  the  House,  in  resolviBff  to  give 
its  thanks  to  lieutenant-general  sir  Thomas 
Hislop  for  his  military  services,  does  not 
thereby  intend  to  express  any  rainion  re« 
specting  the  execution  of  the  Killedar  of 
ttie  fort  of  Talneir,  of  the  particulars  of 
which  transaction  the  House  is  not  yet  in 
possession  of  satisikctorv  information." 
He  lamented  the  necessity  that  he  felt 
imposed  upon  him ;  he  joined  in  all  the 
praise  bestowed  by  his  risht  hon.  friend 
upon  sir  T.  Hislop  for  his  militaiy  ser- 
vices, and  his  distinguished  conduct  at  the 
battle  of  Mahidpore ;  but  he  conceived 
that  no  rank,  however  distinguished,  no 
services,  however  splendid,  ought  to  deter 
the  House  from  dispassionately  discharg- 
ing their  duty,  if  a  fit  claim  wereadvancdl 
for  the  discharge  of  that  duty.  He  thought 
that  a  declaration  of  the  nature  he  had 
mentioned  was  doe  to  that  part  of  the 
army  to  which 'the  House  was  about  to 
vote  its  thanks  and  approbation— it  was 
due  to  the  whole  army  collectively ;  but 
above  all  it  was  due  to  that  population  of 
India  which,  as  it  pays  to  you  willingly 
and  cheerfully  the  humble  tmote  of  their 
irileghmce,  expect  fa  return  from  ydur 


corresponding  duties,  expect  a  aaainte* 
nance  and  observance  of  those  priociplea< 
of  justice,  and  of  honour  which  teoM^ 
nixed  in  European  warfare  are,  equaUy- 
applicable  to  Indian  hostility,  those 
pruiciplisa  wluch  soften  the  rigour  and 
seventy  of  war,  and  inculcate  oivilia»- 
tion  even  in  the  hour  of  conflict.  With 
these  impressions,  he  should  move,  whea 
the  vote  was  proposed,  the  resolution  that 
he  had  lately  read. 

Mr.  Hmsctih  said,  he  could  not  with- 
hold the  tribute  of  admiration  which  waa 
justly  doe  to  the  candid  and  intett^iUe 
review  wfaicb  the  right  boo.  gentleroant 
had  taken  of  the  causes  and  events  of  the 
late  war  in  India.  There  were  corcosn- 
stances^  however,  preceding  tkaft  war^ 
iHiich,  instead  of  tolling  the  governor- 
general  into  security,  eught  to  have 
awakened  his  utmost  vigiknce  and  cir- 
cumspection. He  should  not  <^ect  %m 
the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  noble  marquis^ 
because  he  thought  that,  after  hoadhtiee 
had  commenced,  the  most  laudable  exer«« 
tions  had  been  made  for  prosecuting  then 
with  efiect.  It  was  certainly  not  aatiafsc- 
tory  to  find  that  the  resolutions  of  parlia* 
ment,  so  stron^y  and  distinctly  cendemn- 
ing  the  policy  of  extending  our  territorial 
poasessionsin  India,  were  so  often  violated, 
without  any  investigation  by  the  House 
of  the  reasons  or  necessitv  of  that  viola- 
tion. He  trusted  it  would  not  be  the 
case  with  regard  to  the  present  question, 
and  that  a  British  House  of  Commons 
would  not  continue  to  view  with  indiftr- 
eiADe,  the  acquisition  of  extensive  terri- 
tories, and  the  transfer  of  millions  of  men 
from  one  government  to  another. 

General  Orotvenot  said,  he  assented 
most  cordially  to  every  word  which  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He 
offered  a  few  remarks  on  some  of  the 
operations  of  the  campaign ;  and  in  par- 
ticular alluded  to  the  movement  on 
Poonah.  He  remarked,  of  the  65tb 
regiment,  that  it  had  this  peculiarity 
attached  to  it,  that  three  out  of  four  of 
its  field  officers,  acting  as  brigadier- 
generals,  viz.  brigadier*general  Smith, 
brigadier*general  Milne,  and  brigadier- 

feneral  Fitzsimons,  were  all  acting  in  the 
>ecan. 

Sir  Robert  WUion  said,  he  should  not 
presume  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
House,  except  &r  a  few  minutes.  The 
able  and  eloquent  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  ffentleman  who  introduced  the  ma* 
lion,  bad  left  tee  deep  impresaiona  of  its 
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excellence  for  any  one  to  presume  to  make 
more  than  a  few  cursory  observations  in 
compliance  with  his  duty  and  feelings. 
He  should  abstain  from  entering  into  any 
discussion  on  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  the  late  war;  on  tlie  policy  or 
impolicy,  on  the  justice  or  iniusticet  of 
the  belligerent,  or  as  it  was  called,  defen- 
aive  system,  which  had  carried  our  flag 
from  the  shore  of  the  Decan  to  the  banks 
of  the  Indus ;  which  had|  within  a  century, 
converted  a  small  factory  into  a  greater 
empire  than  was  possessed  by  any  Euro- 
pean power ;  but  he  could  not  tielp  la- 
mentmg  the  necessity  of  what  was  termed 
an  ^<  irrepressible  expansion ;"  for  if  that 
expansion  should  continue,  if  no  check 
could  be  applied  to  it,  he  would  defy 
any  man  to  look  at  the  map  of  Asia,  and 
not  see  traced  in  unequivocal  and  trans- 
parent characters,  an  awful  admonition, 
which  it  required  no  second  Daniel  to 
read  and  to  interpret.  His  object  in 
rising  was,  to  concur  with  the  motion  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  which  proposed 
to  confer  the  envied  honour  of  the  thanks 
of  that  House,  on  the  commander,  officers, 
and  troops  of  the  Indian  army.  He  be- 
lieved no  army  ever  deserved  them  more— 
that  no  army  was  ever  more  distinguished 
for  intelligence,  valor,  and  general  meri- 
torious conduct.  He  was  happy  to  have 
this  opportunity,  not  only  of  paying  a 
tribute  of  respect  to  his  brother  officers, 
but  particularly  to  the  officers  of  the  East 
India  company's  service,  many  of  whom 
he  had  known  in  conjoint  service  and  on 
other  occasions,  and  he  had  never  known 
gentlemen  who,  from  their  information, 
varied  knowledge,  and  general  capacity, 
were  more  entiued  to  respect.  With  re- 
gard to  the  commander  in  chief,  there 
could  be  but  one  sentiment.  It  was  im- 
possible not  to  contemplate  with  admira- 
tion his  skill  as  a  commander,  and  ability 
as  an  administrator ;  nor  could  we  sepa- 
rate from  our  recollection  his  services  as 
a  British  statesman,  or  virtues  as  a  man. 
In  each  character,  in  every  situation,  he 
had  founded  indisputable  titles  to  pre- 
eminent distinction ;  and  his  laurels  would 
never  fade,  since  the  gratitude  of  the  un- 
fortunate, and  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him,  would  minister  to  their  growth  and 
preservation.  With  regard  to  another 
transaction  to  which  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  alluded,  he  approved  of  the 
course  that  had  been  ndoptea,  and  confess- 
ed that  it  had  been  done  in  so  candid  and 
manly  a  manneri  that  he  was  disposed  now 


to  prefer  it  to  the  one  which  he  had  sug- 
gested. He  should,  however,  support  the 
amendment  of  the  noble  lord,  for  it  pro- 
tected the  character  of  the  House  irom 
being  committed,  as  it  expressed  no  opi- 
nion which  could  prejudge  the  case  in  the 
opinionofthearmj  and  public.  It  afforded 
time  for  explanation  of  a  transaction  yet 
imperfectly  known,  and  opportunity  to  a 
gauant  officer,  whose  niiutary  services 
were  undeniable,  to  show,  as  he  earnestly 
hoped,  that  no  part  of  his  conduct  had 
been  at  variance  with  the  laws  and  feel- 
ings of  his  country. 

Sir  James  Mackiniosh  hoped  the  House 
would  excuse  him  if  he  offered  himself  to 
its  notice  for  a  few  moments.  It  was  im- 
possible that  a  more  just  or  concise  no- 
tion of  a  series  of  important  events  could 
have  been  commumcated  than  in  the 
dear,  candid  and  eloquent  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He  fully  con- 
curred with  every  part  of  that  admirable 
speech,  reserving  only  the  right  of  form-- 
ing  his  opinion  hereafter  upon  a  proceed- 
ing with  respect  to  which  they  had  not  at 
present  adequate  information.  As  to  the 
praise  bestowed  on  the  skill  and  conduct 
of  those  officers  who  had  conducted  the 
late  military  operations,  he  felt  no  small 
satisfaction  in  declaring  his  most  cordial 
concurrence  therein.  Every  man  who 
had  known  the  marquis  of  Hastings  as 
long  as  he  had  known  him,  must  be  gra- 
ti6ea  to  join  in  any  vote  of  thanks,  so 
ampl;^  merited,  to  an  amiable  and  sene- 
rous  individual.  He  was  happy  abo  to 
accord  with  the  commendations  passed  on 
several  officers,  in  whose  society  he  had 
experienced  much  happiness,  and  with 
whom  he  had  formed  connexions  which 
he  hoped  would  not  easily  be  dissolved. 
Sir  John  Malcolm  and  Mr.  Elphinstone 
were  men  of  whom  any  service  might  be 
proud.  One  of  those  gentlemen,  al- 
though bred  to  the  civil  service,  had,  be- 
fore he  became  a  great  general,  shown 
himself  to  be  a  hero  at  the  battle  of 
Assaye.  With  regard  to  the  eulogy  so 
justly  pronounced  on  captain  Staunton, 
he  doubted  whether  any  exploit  in  mo- 
dem war  of  a  more  brilliant  character 
could  be  adduced.  He  agreed  that  it  was 
right,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  general 
Hislop,  to  allow  him  at  present  Uie  benefit 
of  all  those  presumptions  in  his  favour 
which  could  arise  from  his  own  character, 
andfrom  the  approbation  of  lord  Hastings. 
He  believed,  and  he  most  sincerely  hoped^ 
thai  he  would  beid>leto  explain  the  trans* 
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action  on  whtch  the  Houae  now  found  it 
right  to  withhold  the  expression  of  any 
opinion.  As  the  case  now  appeared,  it 
was  certainly  difficult  either  to  justif;^  or 
extenuate  the  proceeding.  His  anxiety 
was  the  greater  on  this  occasion,  because 
having  had  the  honour  to  administer  jus- 
tice in  that  country,  he  felt  an  inviolable 
obligation  imposed  on  him  to  see  the 
rights  of  the  Indian  population  protected, 
but  above  all,  those  rights  of  civilized 
which  were  the  more  valuable  in 


war 


their  preservation,  as  they  went  to  bound 
and  limit  the  greatest  of  all  possible  evils 
[Hear,  hear!]. 

Sir  W.  Burroughi  denied,  that  during 
the  last  five-and-twenty  years  any  of  the 
wars  in  India  had  been  caused  by  British 
Aggression.  The  thanks  of  the  House 
were,  howeveri  due  for  military  services, 
independently  of  the  justice  or  policy  of 
the  war.  tfo  praise,  indeed,  could  be 
too  high  for  the  zeal  and  energjr  with 
which  our  itfairs  had  been  administered 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  We  held  our 
conquests  there,  as  no  empire  was  ever 
before  maintained  in  security.  No  Marius 
or  Sylla  had  ever  sprung  up  among  the 
subjugated  nations,  because  they  were 
mildly  governed,  and  because  the  army 
was  chiefly  composed  of  native  levies. 
The  great  emigration  from  neighbouring 
states  into  our  territory  was  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  beneficial  influence  of  our 
government. 

The  vote  of  thanks  to  the  marquis 
of  Hastings  was  then  agreed  to  nan.  con. 

Mr.  Canningy  on  proposing  the  second 
resolution,  expressed  his  hope  that  no  in- 
ference would  be  drawn  from  the  present 
selection  of  names,  derogatory  to  the 
merits  of  those  who  were  not  mentioned 
in  the  enumeration.  It  was  not  usual  to 
include  brigadier-generals  in  such  a  vote, 
but  he  had  gone  out  of  the  ordinary 
course  so  far  as  to  comprehend  sir  John 
Malcolm  and  general  Smith:  and  he  hoped 
that,  when  the  state  of  the  Indian  army 
was  considered,  no  objection  would  be 
made  to  this  deviation.  He  then  moved, 
'<That    the  Thanks  of  this  House  be 

Siven  to  lieut.  general  sir  Thomas  Hislop, 
l.  B. ;  major-generals  sir  Djrson  Marshall, 
K.B.;  sir  Rufane  Shaw  Donlun,K«C.B.;  sir 
William  Grant  Keir,  and  Thomas  Browne, 
brigadier-generals  Thomas  Munro,  C.  B. ; 
John  Doveton,  C.  B. ;  sir  John  Malcolm, 
K.  C.  B. ;  Lionel  Smith,  C.  B. ;  and  to  the 
several  Officers  engaged  in  the  late  opera- 
tions in  the  East-Indies,  for  their  mde« 


fatigaUe  zeal  and  exertions  throughout 
a  long  and  eventful  Campaign.''— Tliia 
resolution  was  agreed  to  nem,  con. ;  as 
was  also  the  rollowing :  **  That  this 
House  doth  highly  approve  and  acknow- 
ledge the  general  discipline  and  braviery 
displayed  by  the  Non-Commissioned 
Officers  and  Private  SolcUers,  bodi  Eu- 
ropean and  Native,  employed  in  tl^  late 
Campaign  in  the  East  In(£e8;  and  that 
the  same  be  signified  to  them  by  the 
Commanders  •  of  the  several  Corps,  who 
are  desired  to  thank  them  for  their  gal- 
lant behaviour." 

Lord  MorpdA,  in  rising  to  move  the 
resolution  ot  which  he  had  given  notice, 
said,  that  as  he  did  not  anticipate  any  ob- 
jection, he  should  not  detain  the  House 
by  any  farther  observations.  He  only 
availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
declare,  thatnohon.  gentleman  opposite* 
he  might  even  say  no  friend  of  sir  Tho- 
mas Hislop,  could  be  more  sincerely  de- 
sirous than  himself,  that  this  proceeding 
should  receive  the  most  satistactory  ex- 
planation. He  then  moved,  **  That  this 
House,  in  resolving  to  give  its  Thanks  to 
lieutenant-general  sir  'Diomas  Hislop  for 
his  military  services,  does  not  thereby  in- 
tend to  express  any  opinion  respecting 
the  Execution  of  the  Killedar  of  the 
Fort  of  Talneir,  of  the  particulars  of 
which  transaction  the  House  is  not  yet  in 
possession  of  satisfactory  infonnation."— 
Agreed  to. 

Bahkruptct  CoMMiasioNEas  C0URT.3 
Mr.  IVrottedey  reminded  the  House 
that  he  had  last  session  been  the  cause  of 
a  committee  being  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  or  removing  the  sit- 
tings of  bankrupt  commissioners  from 
Guildhall  to  some  other  place.  All  had 
not  agreed  that  they  ouffht  to  be  removed, 
but  no  one  had  denied  tnat  there  was  not 
sufficient  accommodation  for  ^them  in 
GuildhalL  He  was  of  opinion  that  they 
might  be  advantageously  removed  to 
FumivalVinn.  He  did  not  scruple  to  say 
that  the  savings  which  would  arise  from 
the  change  he  proposed,  would,  in  a  few 
years,  cover  the  expense  of  providing  a 
building  fit  in  every  respect,  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  commissioners.  He  then 
moved,  <•  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed,  to  consider  of  a  proper  piece 
of  ground  for  erecting  a  suitable  buuding 
for  holding  the  public  and  private  meet- 
ings rf  the  commissioners  of  bankruptcy, 
and  for  the  transactions  of  all  business  m 
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bankruptcy ;  and  that  they  60  report  the 
Mne,  with  their  opinioQ  theteupooi  to 
the  House." 

Mr*  f/.  Smith  thought  the  motion  unne- 
-eesiary,  as  the  city  ot. London  had  offered 
'Blackwell"hall  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Alderman  ^ooa  believed  this, mo- 
tion mm  brought  fovward  on  some  specu- 
lation connected  with  FurnivaL's-inn.  It 
wouhi  be  inconvenient  to  remore  the  sit- 
tings of  the  commissioners  from  where 
<  tfaey  had  always  been  held. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wdithman  opposed  the 
motion.  The  commissioners  were,  in  his 
'Opinion,  too  numerous,  and  he  could  wish 
th6m*redaoed  from  seventy-two  to  six  or 
or  eight  The  want  of  accooKaodation  of 
«4Rrhich  they  complained  mi^ht  be  in  part 
Temov^  by  themselves,  if  they  would 
appoint  dtderent  hours  for  the  meetings  of 
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Mr.  Cowrtenoj^  was  .astonished  at  the 
opposition  which  this  motion  had  recmved, 
aMce  it  was  admitted  that  at  present  the 
commissioners  had  not  proper  accommo- 
dation. 

Mr.  WUton  sud,  if  the  city  did  not  ^ve 
the  piece  of  ground  they  had  offered,  Sien 
il  would  bo  proper  to  send  the  subject  to 
a  Gon^mittee.  At  present  he  objected  to 
lihe  motion. 

Mr.  Harvey  showed  the  present  system 
to  be  very  defective  altogether,  but  could 
not  think  it  wpuld  be  an  advantage  to 
transfer  the  sittings  of  the  commissioners 
to  Furnival's-inn. 

The  House  divided:  For  the  motion, 
67;  Against  it,  92.  A  committee  was 
accordingly  appointed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday  f  March  5. 

Coal  Duties.]  Mr.  £.  LOileton  said, 
he  held  in  his  bands  petitions  from  several 
parishes  in  Staffordshire,  praying  that  no 
alteration  vMght  take  place  on  the  duty  on 
coal.  He  would  enter  into  no  discussion 
on  the  subject,  as  he  was  quite  satisfied 
with  the  declaration  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  •exchequer  last  night,  that  he  would 
>  oppose  any  motion  for  a  commiitiee. 

sir  C.  Airf«2/  condemned  the  system 
of'giving^oe  part  of  the  country  an.  ex- 
emption at  the  expense  of  the  rest.  Not 
longago/ibr  the  sake  of  a.  few  counties 
Interested  in  iock  aalt,  a  great  |M>rtion  4)f 
the  country  was  subjected  to  conaideiable 
aacrifioes.  In  like  manner,  the  iron  ma- 
nufactarers  now  widied  to  enjoy  an  im- 


tiiunity  firom  taxation  at  the  expense  of 
the  ionabuants  oi  the  coast.  He  hoped, 
however,  a  committee  would  be  appointed 
to  mvestigate  the  subject  thpf^pughly. 

Mr.  Cripps  said,  if  the  measure  of  an 
equalization  were  carried  into  effect,  it 
would  be  attended  with  the  most  ruinoas 
consequences  to  the  large  establishments 
of  Yodcshire  and  Gloucestershire. 

Mr.  Barham  said,  there  were  but  two 
questions  to  be  considered ;  one,  whether 
the  petitions  should  be  brought  up;  the 
other,  whether  they  should  be  .hid  on  the 
table.  If .  gentlemen  did.  not.  mean,  to  cjb- 
ject  to  either  of  these  stages,  he  thought 
it  was  irregular  to  enter  into  discussion  on 
the>  subject. 

Mr.  Lambton  said,  it  was  perfectly  com- 
petent to. any  member,  00  an  occasion  like 
the  present,  to  dbcuss  any  subject  in  the 
bodv  of  the  petition,  or  any  statement 
made,  by  the  member  who  presented  it. 
This  was  a  i|uestion  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  many  parts  of  the  country, 
and  the  constituents  of  man^r  members 
were  deeply  interested  in  it.  These 
members  would  not  do  their  duty  to  their 
constituents  if  they  did  not  aecood  tbeir 
wishes.  Thehon.  member  for  Stafibrd- 
shire  had  done  his  duty  to  his  constituents 
«-he  had  raised  a  cry  against  the  measure 
of  an  equalixation,  by  which,  according 
to  him,  the  country  would  be  ruined.  His 
''  country"  consisted  of  a  few  ironmongers, 
who  naturally  enough  wished  lo  remain 
exempted  from  a  tax  which  pressed  hea- 
vily on  others.  But,  whatever  might  be 
the  case  with  respect  to  the  iron  mano- 
factorers,  the  poor  of  the  county  of  Sta(* 
ford, .  so  fiir  ffom  being  injured  by  ao 
equalization,  would  be  greatly  benefited 
by  it*  They  would  obtain  coals  cheaper 
in  consequence  of  the  equalization,  as 
there  would  then  be  a  firee  market. 

Mr.. PAilnif  said,  it  would  be  ver^  unfair 
to  sul^ect  thosQ. manufacturers  which  had 
grown  upiuoderlhe  exemption,  to  a  tax- 
ation on  coal.  But  the  manu&cturers, 
while  Mtbey.  opposed  the  imposition  of  a 
tax  on  themselves,  did  not  wish  the.  con- 
tinuance of  the  tax  00  the  districts  on 
which  it.alraady  operated.  I^  instead  of 
conteadiag  for  an  equalization  of  .the  tax, 
these  diatnets  proposed  the  repeal  of  it, 
they,  would  meet  with  very  general  aup- 
port.  Tliere  never  was  a  tax  imposed 
jDore  at  vakiancewith  all  Abe  principles, of 
economical. science.  These  were,  Ihere- 
fbre#  tho  best  reasons  why  the  tax  shoi^d 
not  exist  at  all.  BtttanequaUzatioajvoBid 
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produce  a  very  different  effect  from  what 
many  of  tlie  petitiooers  for  it  expected. 
X)De  of  the  causes  of  the  great  superiority 
of  our  manufactures  was,  the  abundance 
andkcheapness  of  coal.  In  several  manu- 
&ctures,  a  verv  slight  tax  on  coal  would 
be  attended  with  ruinous  effects. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  contended,  that 
the  object  of  the  inland  manufacturers, 
judging  from  their  petitions,  was,  that 
there  should  be  no  alteration  in  the  duty 
at  all.  He  maintained  that  a  duty  of  Is. 
on  the  ton  of  coals  at  the  pit's  mouth, 
would  only  add  4^.  to  the  price  of  the  toa 
of  iron.  The  iron  manufacturers  knew 
that  this  could  easily  be  proved  in  a  com* 
mittee,  and  therefore  they  endeavoured  by 
clamour  to  prevent  the  appointment  of  a 
committee. 

Mr.  Dickinson  said,  he  shoald  oppose 
the  measure  of  going  into  a  committee* 
What  ground  was  there  for  going  into  a 
committee  ?  The  tax  was  imposed  under 
ancient  acts  of  parliament,  and  the  citi- 
zens of  London  had  acquired  and  rented 
their  properties  with  the  knowledge  of  this 
burthen. 

Mr.  E.  Littleton  said  the  hon.  member 
for  Durham  had  intimated,  early  in  the 
session,  that  he  intended  to  bring  in  a  bill 
on  this  subject.  He  wished  to  know 
when  it  was  proposed  to  carry  this  inten- 
tion into  execution. 

Mr.  Lambton  said,  he  had  not  yet 
communicated  with  his  constituents  on 
the  subject ;  but  the  member  for  Surrey 
had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  propose 
a  bill. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

LiMSRicK  Election  — FxTiTioN  of 
Mr.  Sprinq  Ricx.]      Mr.  Abercromby 

S resented  a  petition  from  Thomas  Spring 
lice»  esq.  the  unsuccessful  petitioner, 
against  the  return  of  the  sitting  member 
for  the  city  of  Limerick.  He  believed 
there  was  but  one  feeling  in  the  House  as 
to  the  hardship  of  the  petitioner's  case. 
The  petitioner,  nowever,  did  not  now  come 
forward,  with  any  expectation  of  re- 
dress, but  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  defective  state  of  the  existing 
law. 

Sir  John  Nenport  knew  not  whether  re- 
dress could  be  given  to  the  petitioner; 
but  it  became  him  to  say,  that  provision 
should  be  made  to  prevent  a  recurrence 
of  such  a  case  in  future.  The  act  said, 
that  a  copy  of  the  poll,  verified  by  the 
derk  of  the  peace,  and  deoDsited  among 
(VOL.  XXXIX. j 


the  records,  should  be  considered  suffi- 
cient evidence.  But,  what  he  wished 
particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to,  was,  that  the  committee  had 
ordered  the  poll-clerk  to  be  brought  over. 
What  would  be  the  consequence  of  such 
a  precedent  ?  Tbirtv  or  forty  poll-clerks 
would  have  to  be  called  over  from  Ireland 
on  every  future  petition  against  an  elec- 
tion. He  wished  the  decisions  to  be 
reduced  to  one  definite  rule,  and  not  lefk 
to  the  discretion  of  a  committee :  he  wish- 
ed that  the  petitioners  should  not  be  lefk 
to  as  many  conflicting  opinions  as  there 
were  members  in  the  committee. 

Colonel  Barry  hoped  that  some  legis- 
lative enactment  would  be  made  on  tho 
subject. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  was  free  to  admit 
the  excessive  hardship  of  the  petitioner's 
case;  but  there  was  no  evidence  before 
the  committee  that  the  poll-books  were 
genuine,  and  though  the  petitioner  re- 
quested that  the  committee  would  apply 
to  adjourn  for  ten  days,  to  enable  him  to 
procure  witnesses  from  Ireland,  yet  the 
committee  felt,  that  in  yielding  to  this 
request  they  would  have  done  injustice  to 
the  sitting  members,  who  had  witnesses  iu 
London  at  a  great  expense. 

Mr.  Abercromby  disclaimed  all  intention 
of  making  any  illiberal  remarks  on  the 
members  of  the  committee.  The  tendency 
of  his  observations  was,  to  amend  the  law. 

Mr.  Wynn  deprecated  discussion  oa 
this  subject  at  present.  He  thought  that 
the  petition,  although  it  only  prajed  for 
the  amendment  of  the  law,  implied  a  re- 
flection on  the  committee.  Fifteen  gen- 
tlemen, sitting  on  oath,  bad  come  to  a 
decision,  and  it  was  not  fit  that  that  deci- 
sion should  be  questioned.  It  was  at 
present  inconvenient  to  discuss  the  pro- 
priety of  amending  the  law,  and  it  was  at 
all  events  unnecessary,  as  the  House  had 
ordered  the  minutes,  and  notice  had  been 
given  of  a  motion  to  amend  the  act. 

Ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table. 

Half- Pay  Officers.]  Mr.  LytteUom 
wished  to  ask  the  noble  lord  opposite 
whether  any  resolution  had  been  come  to 
regarding  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  officers 
on  half-pay,  at  the  time  of  receiving  their 

half-pay  ? 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  he  bad  not  been 
able  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer  last 
session  to  a  similar  question  frona  the  boo. 
gentleman;  but  he  now  had  it  in  hia 
power  to  tell  the  hon.  member,  that  il  had 

(SM) 
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been  thought  expedient  so  far  to  relax  the 
rule  referred  to^  that  whereas  by  the  pre- 
sent regulation  no  officer  could  receive  his 
half-pay  without  making  an  affidavit  that 
he  held  no  other  place  of  emolument, 
civil  or  military,  under  his  majesty,  it  had 
been  resolved  to  substitute  an  oath,  that 
he  held  no  office,  civil  or  military,  under 
the  crown,  exceeding  three  times  the 
amount  of  his  half-pay,  which  was  com- 
puted to  be  equal  to  about  twice  the 
amount  of  his  full  pay ;  and  considering 
that  the  greater  number  of  officers,  parti- 
cularly inferior  ones,  had  little  chance  of 
future  employment,  he  hoped  the -House 
would  not  look  upon  the  amended  regula- 
tion as  too  liberal. 

Mr.  Lyttelton  said,  the  answer  of  the 
Moble  lord  was  entirely  satisfactory. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday^  March  8. 

CfiiiMNTT  Sweepers*  Regulation 
Bill.]  Lord  Auckland^  in  rising  to  move 
the  second  readingof  this  bill,  expressed  his 
sincere  hope  that  time  and  reflection  had 
removed  the  objections  which  existed  to  this 
ifieasure  in  the  last  session.  The  present 
bill  was  the  same,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  clauses,  as  that  which  had  then  come 
before  their  lordships,  and  the  considera- 
tion of  those  clauses  he  should  reserve  for 
the  committee.  The  principal  means  by 
which  the  object  of  this  bill  was  proposed 
to  be  attained,  was,  by  repealing  the  act 
of  the  28th  of  the  king,'  and  limiting  the 
number  of  apprentices.  After  the  1st  of 
May  1821,  the  use  of  climbing- boys,  ex- 
cept for  the  purpose  of  examining  chim- 
nies,  would  be  done  away  altogether. 
This  prohibition  naturally  gave  rise  to  two 
questions ;  first,  whether  it  was  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  boys  employed 
in  sweeping  chimnies ;  and,  secondly, 
whether  it  was  consistent  with  the  security 
of  bouses  against  fire,  that  it  should  be 
enforced.  Upon  the  first  of  these  quiss- 
tions  he  could  not  anticipate  any  difference 
of  opinion:  it  was  impossible  to  seethe 
unfortunate  children  to  whom  the  bill  ap- 
l^lied,  hourly  in  the  streets,  without  expe- 
riencing the  most  painful  emotions.  Who 
could  read  the  evidence  which  detailed 
the  great  privations  and  distress  which 
they  endured,  without  wishing  to  rescue 
them  from  such  a  state  of  degradation  and 
misery  ?  Their  lordships  would  never 
permit  their  felloycreatures  to  continue 
subject  to  such  tenures  as  those  to  which 


these  poor  creatures  were  exposed,  when 
they  had  it  in  their  power  to  relieve  them. 
This  bill  had  been  called  a  violent  inter* 
ference  with  the  rights  of  individuals.  Oti 
his  part,  he  considered  it  a  necessary  mea- 
sure, to  protect  from  violence  innocent 
children.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
safety,  it  had  been  found  that  all  chimnies, 
except  a  few  in  the  houses  of  the  rich, 
could  be  swept  by  machines  of  one  kind 
or  another.  It  was,  indeed,  thought  by 
some,  that  after  the  introduction  of  ma- 
chinery, boys  would  still  be  necessary  to 
examine  chimnies ;  but  if  that  should  be 
the  case,  it  would  be  a  less  evil  than  the 
present  practice.  An  order  had  been  is- 
sued to  the  surveyor-general  of  the  board 
of  works,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of 
superseding  the  necessity  of  employing 
climbing  boys  in  the  sweeping  chimnies 
by  the  use  of  machinery,  and  to  the  result 
of  the  experiments  made  under  that  order 
he  could  with  confidence  refer.  Though 
colonel  Stephenson  thought  it  impossible 
to  sweep  all  chimnies  at  present  with  ma- 
chinery, yet,  as  there  were  but  few  flues 
to  which  some  sort  of  machinery  might 
not  be  applied,  and  these  were  all  !n  the 
houses  of  the  rich,  it  was  obvious,  that  all 
the  necessary  alterations  could  easily  be 
made  before  the  period  of  the  operation 
of  this  bill  arrived.  He  had  remarked, 
that  those  who  doubted  the  practicability  of 
the  abolition  of  climbing-boys  were  chiefly 
those  who  had  least  experience  on  the 
subject.  This  might  be  illustrated  by  re- 
ference, to  the  report.  It  would  there  be 
seen  that  Mr.  Davis,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed to  make  the  experiments,  spoke 
with  the  greatest  confidence  of  the  appli- 
cation of  machinery.  That  gentleman 
had  divided  the  flues  at  present  in  use 
into  four  classes,  according  to  the  order 
of  their  construction  and  the  difficulty  of 
clearing  them,  and  it  was  worthy  of  re- 
mark that  the  constructions  which  were 
most  easily  cleaned  were  the  most  nu- 
merous. The  relative  proportion  of  the 
different  classes  of  flues  were  thus  stated 
by  Mr.  Davis.  Out  of  1,000  flues,  there 
were  of  the  first  class  910,  of  the  second 
50,  of  the  third  30,  and  of  the  fourth  or 
most  difficult  only  10.  It  had  been  stated 
in  the  evidence  of  last  year,  by  gentlemen 
on  the  part  of  the  insurance  companies, 
that  if  machinery  was  used  it  wouFd  be 
necessary  that  climbing-boys  should  ex- 
amine the  chimnies  after  they  were  swept. 
This  was  provided  for  by  the  present  bill. 
He  might  be  asked,  of  what  use  then  was 
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the  bill,  if  these  boys  were  etill  to  be  em- 
ployed.  To  this  he  would  answer,  that 
the  number  would  be  dioiioished,  and  that 
was  a  great  step  towards  the  total  aboli- 
tion. The  proportion  required,  afler  the 
operation  oi  this  bill,  would  not  be  more 
than  one  boy  for  every  hundred  now  em- 
ployed. To  another  objection,  that  the 
bill  would  have  the  effect  of  turning  many 
boys  out  of  emplpyment,  and  throwing 
them,  destitute,  on  the  parishesi  he  should 
only  remark,  that  before  the  period  fixed 
for  the  conmencement  of  the  bill,  the 
great  majority  of  the  boys  now  employed 
in  sweeping  chimnies  would  become  totally 
unfit  for  business.  The  noble  lord  con- 
cluded by  moving,  that  the  bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  was  sorr^  to 
hear  that  the  noble  lord  was  dctermmed 
to  push  the  present  bill  on?rards  at  this 
time^  Their  lordships  had  lately  heard 
complaints  of  the  encouragement  given  to 
machinery,  in  preference  to  manual  in- 
dustry. Now,  though  he  differed  most 
completely  from  those  who  cherished  the 
prejudice  he  alluded  to— though  he  was 
convinced  that  the  introduction  of  ma- 
chinery had  not  only  had  the  effect  of 
enrichmg  the  proprietor,  but  also  of 
enabling  the  workman  to  live  better  and 
cheaper  than  he  otherwise  could  have 
done — yet  there  certainly  was  some  dif- 
ference to  be  drawn  between  their  en- 
couraging and  enforcing  the  adoption  of 
machiqery,  and  especially  when  those 
persons  who  best  understood  its  applica- 
tion in  the  way  of  trade  were  against  its 
introduction  at  all.  This  species  of  legis- 
lation he  would  resist  to  his  latest  breath ; 
and  he  could  only  account  for  its  intro- 
duction on  the  score  that  every  man  who 
got  into  parliament  thought  lumself  bound 
to  propose  some  novel  measure,  in  order 
to  become  popular— a  notion  or  persua- 
sion, or  whatever  else  it  might  be  called, 
than  which  none  had  ever  been  conceived 
more  mischievous  to  the  interests  of  the 
people,  nor  more  degrading  to  the  dignity 
of  the  legislature.  If  their  lordships  were 
determined  to  adopt  such  a  course,  they 
must  introduce  a  code  of  moral  legislation 
unknown  to  their  ancestors,  and  quite 
unsuited  to  their  habits  and  laws.  The 
better  way,  in  his  judgment,  would  be  to 
leave  reforms  of  this  kind  entirely  to  the 
moral  feeling  of,  perhaps,  the  most  moral 
people,  on  the  whole  face  of  the  eart(i. 
At  all  events,  he  disliked  a  prophetic  le- 
gislation! which  pre-supposed   that  our 


successors  would  be  neither  so  enlightened 
or  benevolent  as  ourselves,  athd  accord- 
ingly  bound  them  over  to  their  moral  good 
behaviour.  He  most  sincerely  wished 
that  sweeping  by  machinery  was  so  per* 
fected  as  to  justify  the  disuse  of  climbing 
boys;  but  this  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  the  fact,  and,  although  no  stranger  to 
emotions  of  humanity,  he  could  not  suffer 
his  humanity  to  run  headlong  with  him, 
and  thereby  risk  the  incurring  of  those 
accidents  which  the  metropolis  and  popu- 
lous towns  might  suffer  from  fires.  He 
was  satisfied  that  the  humanity  of  the 
country  would  be  as  much  alive  two  years 
hence  to  the  situations  of  sufferers  of  every 
kind,  as  it  appeared  to  be  now,  and  thai 
the  resistance  he  offered  to  the  present  bill 
would  not  retard  the  abolition  of  the  use 
of  climbing  boys  for  one  single  hour. 

Earl  Grosvenor  thought  that  if  the  mea- 
sure was  proper  to  be  adopted,  it  should 
now  receive  the  sanction  of  parliament; 
for,  if  two  years  were  suffered  to  elapse, 

Carliament  might  then  suppose  that  it  had 
een  postponed  as  injudicious  and  impo- 
litic. Possibly  he  might,  in  supporting 
the  present  bill,  be  accused  of  incon- 
sistency, having  apjseared  to  adopt  a  dif- 
ferent course  with  regard  to  the  children 
employed  in  cotton  factories;  but  the 
cases  were  essentially  different.  In  that 
of  the  climbing  boys,  actual  inhumanity 
was  practised,  but  in  that  of  the  cotton- 
spinners,  no  objection  of  that  nature  was 
made,  and  their  employment,  however  in- 
jurious it  might  eventually  prove  to 
health,  was  not  accompanied  by  positive 
cruelty. 

The  Earl  of  Harrotxhy  was  surprised  to 
hear  an  objection  made  to  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  prospective.  That 
was  a  quality  conunon  to  many  acts,  and 
in  a  measure  of  this  nature  was  unavoid- 
able ;  for  time  must  be  allowed  for  making 
the  alterations  in  flues  to  which  at  present 
machinery  could  not  be  applied.  If, 
when  the  time  arrived,  further  time 
should  appear  necessary  for  accomplishing 
this  object,  parliament  could  suspend  the 
operation  of  the  present  bill.  The  noble 
earl  had  objected  to  legislating  on  feeling; 
but  if  in  this  case  their  lordships  were 
convinced  that  there  existed  a  great  mass 
of  human  misery,  which  it  was  in  their 
power  to  remove,  it  was  their  duty  to  act 
on  that  view.  What  relation  bad  this 
principle  of  action  to  the  introduction  of 
a  moral  code  ?  It  was  not  proposed  to  pass 
a  law  with  reference  to  moral  conduci 
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generally,  but  to  apply  a  practical  reroedlv 
to  an  existing  evil.    Their  lordships  well 
knew  that,  in  a  great  country  like  this, 
some  inconvenience  was  to  be  expected 
ki  any  change  of  practice,  however  de- 
sirable that  change  might  be;    but  the 
inconvenience  in  this  case  dwindled  to 
nothing  when  compared  with  the  act  of 
humanity  which  was  to  be  performed.  The 
houses  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  make  i 
alterations  belonged   to  individuals  who 
could  easily  sustain  the  expense,  nnd  he 
doubted  not  that  they  would  be  made  be- 
fore the  period  fixed  for  the  operation  of 
the  bill. 

Lord  Melville  was  sorry  that  he  could 
not  give  his  support  to  this  bill.  Before 
their  lordships  made  up  their  minds  to 
pass  it,  he  hoped  they  would  well  consi- 
der what  was  said  by  the  surveyor -general 
in  his  report,  namely  ''  that  the  total  abo- 
lition of  climbing  boys  in  the  sweeping 
of  chimnies  was  at  present  impracticable, 
and  could  not  be  attempted  without  in- 
curring much  risk  of  danger  to  the  gene- 
ral safety  of  the  metropolis."  This  opinion, 
from  such  an  authority,  made  him  hesitate 
to  concur  with  his  noole  friend  in  voting 
for  this  bill. 

The  House  flivided:  Contents  17; 
Not  Contents  H.  The  bill  was  then  read 
A  second  time. 
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Monday t  May  8. 

Criminal  Laws.]  Mr.  Sinclair  said : 
«-In  presenting  to  the  House  a  petition 
from  Stockton,  &c.  which  entreats  us 
to  take  into  our  earliest  consideration 
the  state  of  the  criminal  code,  I  cannot 
but  reflect,  with  unmingled  satisfaction, 
that. this  prayer  has  already  been  com- 
plied with  ;  and  that  the  numerous  peti- 
tions on  this  subject,*  which  are  preparing 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  might, 
without  impropriety,  be  converted  into 
addresses  of  thanks  and  congratulation.  I 
am  convinced  that  the  decision  of  a  former 
night  has  been  hailed  with  unanimous  ex- 
ultation throughottt{the  country ;  and  that 
the  people  have  recognised  the  wisdom 
and  ratified  the  judgment  of  their  repre- 
sentatives. They  will  rejoice  that  this 
momentous  question,  so  closely  inter- 
woven with  our  national  morals,  and  con- 
sequently with  our  national  happiness,  has 
been  referred  to  an  enlightened  commit- 
tee, which  will  conduct  its  inquiries  not 
only  without  prejudice  and  without  preci- 


pitation, but  without  either  incumbrance 
or  delay.    They  will  feel,  that  though  tbe 
questions  of  prison  discipline  and    the 
penal  code  are  sufficiently  connected  to 
afford  a  pretext  for  crowding  them  toge- 
ther, they  are  also  sufficiently  distinct  and 
disjoined  to  admit,  with  advantage,  of  a 
separate  investigation.    If  we  look.  Sir, 
to  the  motives  which  led  to  this  great  and 
important  decision,  we  must,  in  the  first 
place,  ascribe  it  to  the  previous  verdict  of 
a  tribunal,  to  which  even  the  omnipotence 
of  parliament  ought  to  bow ;  I  mean  the 
verdict  of  public  opinion,  which  hasloudlj 
and  unequivocally  pronounced  upon  the 
penal   code,  as  it  stands  in  the  statute 
book,  a  sentence  of  indignant  condemna- ' 
tion.    But  we  should  indeed  be  ungrate- 
ful  and  inexcusable,  if,  in  specifying  the 
causes  of  our  triumph,  we  were  deficient 
in  paying  homage  to  the  luminous,  im- 
pressive, and  dispassionate  speech  by  which 
the  motion  of  a  former  night  was  intro- 
duced.   In  alluding  to  that  master-piece 
o^  eloquence  and  wisdom,  I  am  confident 
that  I' express  the  universal  feeling  of  the 
country,    when   I  call  upon,  or  rather 
beseech,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
to  delight  and    instruct  the  world,  by 
presenting  that  speech  to  the  public  in  a 
full  and  authenticated  form;   a  speech 
which,  by  the  force  of  its  reasoning,  must 
subdue  the  understandings  of  the  preju- 
diced, and  at  the  same  time,  by  the  magto 
of  its  eloquence,  must  come  home  to  the 
hearts  of  the  unconcerned.    In  speaking 
of  the  penal  code,  we  have  frequently 
been  cautioned  to  make  no  appeal  to  thle 
passions  ;  but  I  ask.  Sir,  how  is  it  possible 
to  consider  its  present  state  and  tendency, 
without  being  impressed  with  such  feel- 
ings as  I  suppose  I  must  not  venture  to 
define?    What  can  we  say  of  a  code, 
which   is,    in  theory,    the  most  severe, 
and,  in  practice,  the  least  efficient,  that 
exista  in  any  part  of  Europe?  a  codei 
which  is  only  tolerable  or  even  defensible 
on  account  of  its  imperfect  execution* 
For  although  we  are  triumphantly  remind* 
ed   of  the    great    disproportion    which 
exists  between  the  aggregate  number  of 
convictions  and  the  relative  proportion  of 
executions,    that   very    disparity    which 
proves  the  mild  administration  of  the  law 
demonstrates  with  equal  self-evidence,  the 
incredible  harshness  of  its  enactments— a 
harshness,  which  is  not  only  unparalleled 
in  degree,  but  totally  ipipracticable  lA 
application.      What  shall  we  say  of  a 
code,  wbichi  if  atrictljri  or  even  node* 
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mtely,  enforced  during  a  single  year, 
would  deluge  e^ery  part  of  the  country 
with  such  an  effusion  of  human  blood  as 
would  appal  the  most  unfeeling,  and 
startle  the  most  indifferent?  A  code, 
loo,  which  turns  the  tide  of  popular  feel- 
ing into  the  most  pernicious  channel  in 
which  it  can  possibly  run  ;  since  it  enlists 
the  general  sympathy  on  the  side  of  the 
malefactor,  and  transfers  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  people  from  the  crime  against 
which  it  ought  to  be  directed,  to  the  law 
by  which  that  crime  may  be  punished, 
with  a  BOTerity  which  becomes  equivalent 
to  injustice.  As  long,  Sir,  as  offences  of 
most  unequal  enormity  may  be  visited  in 
the  same  day,  on  the  same  scaffold,  by 
•  the  same  fate,  so  long  will  those  wretched 
individuals  who  for  minor  and  compara- 
tively venial  crimes  are  exposed  to  the 
utmost  vengeance  of  the  law,  be  consi- 
dered (not  merely  by  the  multitude,  but 
by  every  enlightened  friend  to  hu- 
manity), rather  as  martyrs  to  its  rigour, 
than  as  victims  to  its  justice.  I  am  sensible 
that  I  have  already  abused  the  patience 
of  the  House,  but  I  wish  to  touch  briefly 
vpon  a  subject  which  I  think  was  not  very 
ftilly  dwelt  upon  in  the  course  of  the 
hie  discussion ;  I  allude  to  the  tmpresston 
produced  upon  the  public  mind  by  the 
Arequent  reeurrence  of  executions.  It 
has  sometimes  been  maintained  that  they 
are  necessary  for  the  sake  of  warning 
aad  example;  but  I  feel  anxious  to  corro- 
borate, from  my  own  observation,  the 
opinion  of  those  gentlemen  who  think 
that  the  effects  which  they  excite  are 
diametrically  the  reverse.  Sir,  in  conse- 
quence of  arriving  at  an  «arly  hour  from 
Ine  country,  i  had  occasion  to  pass  by 
the  Old  Bailey,  on  the  morning  when 
certain  unhappy  malefactors  expiated  the 
crime  of  forgery  by  the  forfeiture  of  their 
lives.  I  averted  my  eyes,  with  unaffected 
concern,  from  a  sight  so  painful  to  hu- 
mam'ty ;  but  the  spectacle  which  I  was 
contpelled  to  witness,  during  my  slow 
and  impeded  progress  through  the  crowd, 
was  such  as  to  shock  me  still  more.  If, 
Sir,  I  could  depict  to  the  House  the 
various  but  equally  revolting  emotions 
which  might  be  traced  in  the  counte- 
nances of  all  who  surrounded  me;  the 
impatient  curiosity  of  some,  the  brutal 
apathy  of  others,  the  thoughtless  levity, 
the  indignant  horror,  and  even  the  savage 
satisfaction  which  the  features  of  the  dif* 
l^rent  spectators  exhibited ;  if  1  could  de- 
•eribe  tne  eager  struggles  whtchensued  in 
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every  ouarter  for  a  nearer  approacb  to  the 
scaffold,  and  the  indecent  alacrity  with 
which  many — nay,  I  bjiush  to  add,  even 
females  were  hurrying,  in  every  direction, 
to  the  place  of  execution— it  would,  I 
am  persuaded,  be  the  opinion  of  all  who 
hear  me,  that  the  frequent  repetition  of 
these  awful  solemnities  only  tends  td 
familiarise  men's  minds  to  their  recur- 
rence. If  any  thing  be  learnt  by  those 
who  habitually  frequent  them,  (t  is  td 
look  forward  with  comparative  unconcern 
to  the  pain  or  ignominy  of  such  an  exit, 
and,  instead  of  taking  warning  from  the 
fate  of  others,  they  gradually  become 
callous  to  their  own. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Coal  Duties.]  Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  Mr.  Crawshay,  of 
Merthyr,  in  Glamorganshire,  against  the 
imposition  of  any  general  tax  on  c^oah 
He  stated  that  the  petitioner  was  the 
largest  individual  ironmaster  in  the  em- 
pire, or  perhaps  in  the  world,  and  that 
from  the  quantity  of  capital  he  had  in- 
vested on  tne  faith  of  the  existing  laws,  he 
was  entitled  to  consideration  from  the 
House.  The  petition  stated  many  of  the 
reasons  which  showed  the  impolicy  of  the 
proposed  measure,  in  which  he  (Mr.  E.) 
concurred.  From  the  variety  in  the 
quality,  and  consequently  in  the  vahie  of 
coal,  in  the  facility  of  digging  it,  and 
the  expense  of  carriage  from  the  pits,  no 
general  tax  on  its  production  could  by 
possibility  be  equal.  He  urged  the  House 
to  oppose  the  proposition  for  a  general 
inland  tax  on  coal,  as  a  measure  unjust 
in  principle,  and  as  particularly  ruinous 
in  Its  effects  in  the  present  state  of  the 
manufacturing  and  agricultural  interests 
of  the  kingdom. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Pekryw  Election.]  The  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  having  moved  the 
order  of  the  day  for  resuming  the  ad- 
journed debate  upon  the  amendment  pro- 
posed [26th  February,  see  p.  712]  to  be 
made  to  the  question,  *<  That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  issue  his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the 
crown,  to  make  out  a  new  writ  for  the 
electing  of  a  Burgess  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
sent Parliament  for  the  Borough  of  Pen- 
ryn  in  the  room  of  Henry  Swann,  esq. 
whose  election  has  been  determined  to  be 
void;'^  which  amendment  was,  to  leave 
out  frt/m  the  word  **  do"  to  the  end  of  the 
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the  House,  not  upoQ  any  visionary  view 
pf  reform^  but  in  order  to  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  auch  scandalous  corruption 
as  marked  the  conduct  of  the  electors  of 
Penryot  either  by  throwing  open  that 
l^orough  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinage 
or  by  such  other  measure  as  to  the  wis* 
4om  of  the  House  mightappear  expedient. 
He  concluded  with  moving  as  an  amend- 
9ient,  "  That  a  Committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  make  farther  inquiry  with  re- 
gard to  the  corrupt  and  illegal  practices 
£  roved  by  the  minutes  on  the  table  to 
ave  taken  place  at  the  election  of  Penryo> 
and  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon  to 
the  House.*' 

The  Speaker  begged  to  suggest  that 
this  motion  could  hardly  be  received  as 
^n  amendment  on  the  motion  for  a  new 
writ.  The  universal  practice  in  such 
cases  had  been,  to  move  that  the  Speaker 
should  not  issue  his  writ  till  a  certain  day, 
and  thus  put  off  the  proceeding!  from 
time  to  time,  till  a  decision  had  been 
come  to  on  the  merits  of  the  case* 

Sir  C.  BurreU  felt  obliged  to  the 
Speaker  for  setting  him  right,  and  the 
amendment  being  withdrawn,  he  proposed 
another  amendoyent  to  the  question,  by 
adding  the  words  "  not  issue  bis  Warrant 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  to  make  out 
a  new  Writ  for  the  electing  of  a  Burgess 
to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  the 
Borough  of  Penryn,  in  the  room  of 
Henry  Swano,  esq.  whose  Election  has 
l^een  determined  to  be  void,  before  this 
4ay  month." 

The  Chancelhr  o/*  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  felt  great  difficuity  in  rising  to  discuss 
this  question,  as  he  must  confess  that  he 
had  not  been  able  to  pay  that  close  at- 
tention to  the  subject  which  it  deserved 
from  its  importance^  not  only  to  the 
character  of  nuiny  individuals,  but  to 
the  character  of  the  House  itself.  He, 
however,  could  find  in  the  staten^ent  of 
the  hon.  baronet  nothing  that  ought  to 
induce  the  House  to  alter  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  borough  in  question,  by  throw- 
ing it  open  to  those  who  had  not  hereto- 
fore enjoyed  the  right  of  voting.  It  had 
undoubtedly  been  shown,  that  several  in- 
stances of  bribery  had  occurred,  but  no- 
thing had  been  proved  that  went  so  far  to 
inculpate  the  great  body  of  the  electors, 
as  tp  justify  a.measure  of  such  severity. 
In  a  case  where  the  punishment  must  fall 
on  the  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty,  the 
House  ought  to  nause  before  they  de- 
cided on  taking  tbQ  course  whicn  had 
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been  recommended  to  them.  He  coidd 
not  conceive  a  more  injurious  precedent 
than  that  which  would  be  estaolJshed  if 
the  House  were  to  appoint  one  commit* 
tee,  as  bad  been  proposed,  to  try  the 
decision  of  another  with  the  same  wit« 
nesses,  to  examine  with  precisely  th^ 
same  means  of  obtaining  information. 
The  result  of  this  might  be,  that  the  two 
committees  would  make  reports  of  an 
opposite  character,  and  then  he  could, 
wish  to  know  what  part  the  House  was  to 
act.  In  every  former  case,  where  a  bo* 
rough  had  been  thrown  open,  it  had  been 
proved  that  a  great  majority  of  the  voters 
were  corrupt.  In  the  present  instance» 
this  had  not  been  proved ;  there  had.  in- 
deed been  a  good  deal  of  loose  surmise* 
and  a  great  deal  of  gossip  and  tittle-tattle, 
but  nothing  had  been  positively  proved 
asainst  the  great  body  of  the  voters. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  trusted 
the  House  would  not  go  farther  against 
the  electors  senerally,  whatever  steps 
they  might  feel  themselves  called  upon  to 
take  in  order  to  punish  particular  indivi- 
duals. 

Sir  James  Mackintoth  said,  he  had 
listened  with  some  attention  to  the  few  ar- 
guments which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  employed  in 
the  course  of  his  speech.  Bv  so  doiog» 
he  had  discovered  that  the  right  hon.  gen^ 
tleman  had  entered  into  reasonings  which, 
were,  in  their  tendency,  of  much  greater 
importance  than  the  original  question  it- 
self. That  question,  however,  was  one 
of  the  most  important  questions  that 
could  come  before  them ;  and,  in  the 
present  temper  of  the  country,  was  ren- 
dered more  important  than  ever,  inas^ 
much  as  it  was  necessary  to  show  tha 
disposition  of  the  House  with  seal  and 
vigour,  where  such  corruptions  as  had 
been  just  produced  were  broiight  before, 
it.  He  was  therefore  sorry  to  hear  the 
words  gossipping  and  tittle-tattle  applied 
to  facts  which  were  so  well  substantiated^ 
because  they  were  not  the  words  which  a 
minister  of  the  crown  oueht  to  appljr  to 
such  heinous  breaches  of  the  constitu- 
tion as  had  been  reported  to  the  House» 
He  should  almost  suppose  that  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  had  not  heard 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  baronet  as  he  liad 
so  completely  mistaken  its  tendency  and 
bearing.  The  hon.  baronet  had  AOt 
talked  of  disfranchising  the  borough ;  he. 
had  only  told  them  that  there  was  a 
prima  Jack  case  of  bribeiy  and  eorruptiMa 
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ctUblished  against  it,   which  called  for 
the   strictest    exaisinationi    and  which 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  investigated  most 
narrowly  in  justice  to  the  House,  the 
country,  and  the  borough  which  was  so 
strongly  implicated  in  it.    As  the  hon. 
baronet  had  not  said  a  word  about  dis- 
franchisement, the  arguments  used  against 
it  were  inapplicable,  and  did  not  require 
any  notice  irom  him.     He  could  not, 
however,  in  justice  to  that  hon.  member, 
refrain  from  saying,  that  his  conduct  in 
this  business  had   neen  highly  laudable, 
and  had  given  him  a  fair  title  tb  the 
thanks  of  the  House  and  the  country, 
inasmuch  as  he  had  brought  the  question 
forward  in  a  manner  well  calculated  to 
reconcile  the  people  to  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution as   tbfty  existed.    At  present, 
any  man  who  bad  read  the  minutes  of 
evidence,   must  have  seen  that  there  was 
a  complexion  of  corruption  in  the  whole 
business  from  beginning  to  end ;  and  the 
question  in  consequence  was,    whether 
it  was  such  a  colour  and  such  a  com- 
plexion as  authorized  inquiry?    In  his 
opinion  it  certainly  was  sufficient,  espe- 
cially when  he  recollected  what  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchecjuer  seemed  to  have 
forgotten,  that,  a  rew  years  back,  the 
election   of  the   members  returned  for 
Penryn  had  been  voided  on  account  of 
bribeiy.    With  regard  to  the  argument 
that  the  appointment  of  another  commit- 
tee would  be  to  retry  the  case,  he  main- 
tained that  it  would  be  no  such  thmg. 
The  former  committee  had  concluded  its 
sittinffs,  had  given  in  its  report,  had  de- 
clared the  sittinff  member  to  be  unduly 
elected,  and  nothing  could  again  call  it 
into   existence.      The   committee   now 
moved  for  had  not  to  renew  the  investiga- 
tion which  the  previous  committee  had 
begun ;  it  had  only  to  inouire,  whether 
the  borough  of  renryn  nad  not  been 
guilty  of  such  corrupt  and  illegal  prac- 
tices as  required  the  interference  of  par- 
liament ;   and  whether  its  inhabitants  nad 
not  betrayed  the  most  sacred  trust  which 
could  be  confided  in  them— the  privilege 
of  election.    But  then,  says  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  the  House  has 
not  the  power  of  examining  witnesses 
upon  oath.    What  then  had  become  of 
those  decisions  which   had  been  made 
previously  to  the  passing,  of  the  Grenville 
act  ?    If  the  right  hon.  ^gentleman  meant 
to  say,  that  the  House  could,  under  no 
circumstances,   administer  an  oath,  what 
did  he  say  of  the  proceedings  in  impeach* 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


ment,  or  what,  in  the  proceedings,  which 
he  did  not  mean  to  defend,  on  bills  of 
attainder  ?  To  use  sucti  language  was  t6 
arraign  the  principle  on  which  our  fore* 
fathers  had  acted,  and  was  calculated  to 
bring  into  contempt  both  the  justice  and 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  House.  He  there- 
fore must  treat  every  objection  which 
was  founded  on  the  principle  that  the 
House  was  not  able  to  administer  on  oath, 
as  irrelevant  to  the  question.  The  hon* 
gentleman  then  proceeded  te  argue  on 
the  necessity  of  appointing  another  com- 
mittee, because  the  last-appointed  com- 
mittee had  no  right  to  inquire  into  the 
corrupt  practices  which  had  existed  pre- 
viously to  the  late  election.  Great  evi- 
dence of  them  had  come  incidentally 
upon  their  minutes,  though,  in  his  opi- 
nionj  it  was  not  sufficient  to  disfranchise 
the  borough  of  Penryn.  It  was  bow- 
ever  worth  considering,  whether  these 
incidental  discoveries  were  not  such  as 
ought  to  lead  the  House  to  prosecute  the 
investigation  further,  and  to  reflect, 
whether  they  ought  n6t  to  transfer  the 
elective  franchise  to  those  who  would 
make  a  better  use  of  it  than  its  present 
possessors.  Such  a  line  of  conduct  was 
most  calculated  to  vindicate  the  honour 
and  integrity  of  parliament,  and  he  should, 
in  consequence,  vote  for  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  oaronet. 

Mr.  A.  Wright  was  of  opinion,  as  the 
first  committee  had  acted  under  the  sacred 
obligation  of  an  oath,  no  second  commit- 
tee should  be  appointed,  as  if  to  try  the 
merits  of  their  decision.  A  general  im- 
pression seemed  to  prevail  in  the  commit- 
tee of  the  intended  disfranchisement  of 
Penryn ;  but  he  had  siven  his  opinion  to 
those  who  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject, 
that  there  were  not  sufficient  proofs  of 
general  corruption  to  authorize  any  pro- 
ceeding to  such  an  extremity ;  and  that 
opinion  he  did  not  now  see  any  reason  to 
alter. 

The  Hon.  F.  Douglas  said,  he  consi- 
dered the  question  of  considerable  im- 
portance, inasmuch  as  it  showed  the  prac- 
tices which  were  only  too  common  in 
many  boroughs.  He  would  go  so  far  as 
to  suspend  the  issuing  of  the  writ ;  and  if 
the  borough  were  found  guilty  of  the 
practices  imputed  to  it,  he  would  vote  for 
mei|^ing  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  neigh- 
bouring hundreds.  He  was  less  inclined 
than  many  members  of  the  House  to  sup- 
port the  cause  of  reform,  because,  though 
he  saw  the  evils  which  existed  b  the  pre- 
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sent  tysteniy  he  was  afraid  of  any  vague 
and  indefinite  investigation  into  the  na- 
ture of  government.  He  was,  however, 
anxious  for  in?estigation  into  isolated 
cases,  whenever  they  occurred,  and  espe- 
cially when  they  occurred  in  open  rotten 
l>oroughs,  where  it  was  well  known  that 
the  greatest  abuses  existed.  In  the  pre- 
sent case,  he  should  consider  the  matter 
judicially,  as  far  as  related  to  the  borough, 
and  constitutionally  as  far  as  regarded 
parliament.  He  did  not  think  it  requisite 
that  bribery  should  be  brought  home  to 
all  the  electors  before  a  borough  could  be 
disfrandiised— such  evidence  had  never 
been  required  in  any  of  the  precedents  to 
which  he  had  been  able  to  refen  In  the 
borough  of  Cricklade,  though  many  of  the 
electors  werfe  convicted  of  bribery,  great 
numbers  had  been  actually  proved  not  to 
have  received  any ;  and  yet  the  value  of 
their  suffrage  had  been  equally  diminished 
to  them  all.  In  Shoreharo,  the  whole 
borough  bad  been  disfranchised,  because 
one  party  had  endeavoured  to  oppress  the 
other :  he,  therefore,  could  not  conceive, 
after  these  cases,  that  the  House  could 
labour  under  much  difficulty  in  the  pre- 
sent instance.  When  he  recollected  all 
the  cirecmstances  under  which  the  facts 
now  known  to  the  Hoilse  had  come  to 
its  knowledge ;  when  he  recollected  that 
each  party  onlv  brought  forward  such  wit- 
nesses as  coula  speak  to  particular  facts; 
when  he  recollected  that  many  of  the 
transactions  had  only  been  discovered  by 
cro88*examination  of  reluetant  witnesses ; 
when  he  recollected  that  meetings  had 
been  held  to  deliberate  on  the  price  of 
their  votes,  and  that  one  man  had  even 
refused  to  vote  till  the  price  had  been 

Eaid  up ;  when  he  recollected  the  public 
r^kfasts,  and  the  extraordinary  purposes 
which  they  were  made  to  serve ;  and  when 
he  also  recollected  the  practices  which 
had  transpired  before  a  former  committee 
of  the  House,  with  respect  to  this  very 
borough,  he  could  not  help  feeling  that 
the  House  was  called  upon  to  enter 
into  an  investigation.  He  was  against  all 
wikl  and  visionary  reform ;  but  when  the 
reform  of  specific  abuses,  like  those  at 
present  before  him,  could  be  safely  and 
practically  remedied,  he  would  never  lift 
up  his  voice  against  so  salutary  a  proceed- 
ing. And  he  would  even  rather  come  to  a 
summary  vote  on  the  question  then  before 
the  House,  and  have  something  final  deter- 
mined, than  have  the  writ  issued  for  so 
foul,  so  flagitious,  so  corrupt  a  borough 
as  Penryn, 
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Sir  F.  Burdett  said,  he  could  not  par-^ 
take  in  the  virtuous  indignation  displayed 
by  the  House  on  the  present  question, 
because  he  had  lone  been  aware,  that  the 
practices  which  had  called  it  forth  were 
"  as  notorious  as  the  sun  at  noon-day." 
When  he  recollected  that,  on  one  of  the 
king's  ministers  being  accused  of  traffick- 
ing in  seats  in  parliament,  the  accusation 
was  met  and  stopped  by  this  declaration, 
he  did  not  see  'what  right  the   House 
had  to  assume  so  much  of  the  pride  of 
virtue  upon  this  occasion.    It  was  hard  te 
say,  and  it  would  be  still  more  hard  to  get 
any  man  in  that  House  to  believe,  thai 
the  other  boroughs  were  more  immaculate 
than  the  borougn  of  Penryn ;  and,  there- 
fore, when  he  heard  such  loud  vaunts  about 
purity  of  election,  privileges  of  parliament^ 
tMreaches  of  those  privileges,  and  so  fortis 
he  looked  upon  them  as  nothing  more 
than  gaudy  topics  of  declamation— •tpr- 
ciesa  verbUf  re  tnania.    Such  proceedinga 
as  were  now  contemplated  were  not,  in 
his  opinion,  calculated  to  do  good;  inas- 
much as  they  would  only  rmler  these 
corrupt  practices  more  secret,  but  not  a 
whit  less  pernicious.    He  did  not  see  that 
Mr.  Swann  was  at  all  more  to  blame  than 
a  great  many  gentlemen  who  were  fortu* 
nate  enough  to  retain  their  seats,  nor  that 
Penryn  and  its  electors  were  at  all  more 
culpable  than  the  boroughs  and  electors  in 
many  other  parts  of  England,  and  espe- 
cially the  west.    Mr.  Swann  might  say  to 
some  of  those  who  now  censured  him  so 
severely,  *<  mutato  nomine^  the  case  appliea 
to  yourselves :   you  have  been  guilty  of 
bribery  as  well  as  I.*'    What  pretence  was 
there  for  saying,   that  there  was  more 
virtue  in  Old  Sarum,  or  even  in  Knarea- 
borough,  though  represented  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  (sir  J.  Mackin- 
tosh) than  in  Penryn  ?    It  was  perfectly 
notorious    that  4,000/.   or  5,0(XV.  were 
taken  for  seats  by  great  proprietors  of 
boroughs ;  and  why  should  indignation  be 
so  vehement  against  a  body  of.  men,  who 
having  their  living  to  get,  had  accepted 
apaltry  *20L  a  piece  i  On  the  contrary,  it 
should  seem  that  these  individuals  had 
been  remarkably  moderate  in  their  de- 
mands, and  had  set  an  example  to  the 
rest  of  the  tribe,  that  might  be  followed 
to  advantage,  for  they  had  given  a  seat 
for  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  2,500^. 
It  was  rtdiculooB' to  talk  of  an  inquiry  like 
this ;   it  was  a  mere  mockery  to  suppose 
that  it  would  accomplish  any  good  end. 
The  honour  of  the  Houses  or  if  that  wese 
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liegging  the  qveation  [Hear,  hear!]»  at 
all  events,  the  seDse  of  the  country  de< 
manded  a  general  and  immediate  investi* 
gatioa  of  the  whole  subject.  In  truth, 
the  character  of  the  Housoi  and  the  re- 
spect that  ought  to  be  felt  for  it  out  of 
doors,  had  been  lost  by  idle  opposition  to 
it.  He  could  not,  therefore,  agree  to  the 
disfranchisement  of  Penry n,  or  to  any  step 
that  might  lead  \U  It  would  be  a  gross  act 
of  injustice  to  punish  an  individual  who 
had  not  sinned  more  than  a  great  many 
others  who  were  untouched,  and  a  borough 
which  was  probably  not  so  corrupt,  as  a 
great  number  of  others  that  could  be 
mentioned.     It   was   well   known— no 

gentleman  could  venture  to  deny — that 
riberv  had  been  committed  in  a  thousand 
other  mstancesi  and  the  punishment  of  it 
in  this  particular  case,  instead  of  correct* 
ing  the  evil  (if  hon.  gentlemen  could  per- 
suade themselves  that  it  was  one},  would 
have  directly  a  contrary  effect :  it  would 
be  considered  in  the  country  as  a  pro- 
^eedin^  where  injustice  was  backed  by 
hypocrisy.  The  folly  of  it  also  was  ap- 
parent, for  no  man  would  be  imposed 
upon  out  of  doors ;  no  man  with  his  eyes 
open  #ould  believe  that  it  was  any  thing 
but  a  trick  and  contrivance— a  pretence 
to  induce  the  weak  and  childish  to  ima- 
^e  that  parliament  was  desirous  to  purge 
Itself  of  corruption,  when  in  truth  it  was 
only  anxious  speciously  to  cover  its  ini- 
quity. For  his  own  part,  ha  would  much 
rather  that  boroughs  were  at  once  rendered 
legally  and  publidy  saleable  as  at  an 
auction,  because  be  knew  that  there  were 
many  honest  and  independent  men  in  Uie 
kingdom  who  would  willingly  give  4,00(M. 
or  5,000^  for  a  seat  in  the  House,  if  they, 
could  do  it  fairly  and  properly,  that  they 
might  bring  forward  schemes  which  they 
thought  wouldbenefit  their  country  [  Hear, 
bear!]  They  wished,  and  he  wished, 
that  the  system  of  secret  nomination  and 
secret  intrigue  should  be  totally  abolished, 
and  that  the  morals  of  the  country  should 
no  longer  be  undermined,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  the  house  invaded,  by  such  nefarious 
practices.  Why  should  not  boroughs 
avowed  to  be  marketable,  be  rendered 
openly  marketable  like  any  other  commo- 
dity'? For  these  reasons,  he  protested 
against  all  measures  of  severity  against 
any  of  the  parties  concerned  in  these 
transactions. 

Mr.  Brand  said,  that  he  would  not  yield 
to  any  man,  not  even  to  the  boo.  baronet, 
ia  2eal  foe  his  favourite  cause  of  parlia- 


mentary reform;  but  he  rose  to  protest 
against  the  view  that  had  been  Just  takAi 
of  this  question.  He  was  most  anxious 
to  witness  the  amendment  of  the  existing 
system  of  representation;  and  he  had 
indulged  a  sanguine  expectation,  that  such 
an  amendment  would  have  been  accom- 
plished, until  the  hope  was  checked  and 
blssted  by  wild  and  visionary  schemes, 
like  those  which  had  now  been  noticed. 
All  those  who  had  sincerely  and  strenu- 
ously, discreetly  and  constantly,  looked 
forward  to  this  object,  had  been  repelled, 
at  least  for  a  time,  by  the  violence  and 
extravagance  of  the  doctrines  of  a  certain 
body  of  parliamentary  reformers.  He 
was  not  one  of  those  who,  because  he 
could  not  obtain  a  general/revision  of  the 
system,  would  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  detecting  and  punishing 
the  most  flagitious  and  abandoned  prac- 
tices. It  had  been  said  by  the  chancellor 
of  ^  the  exchequer,  that  there  was  no 
evidence  on  which  the  House  could  pro- 
ceed ;  but  was  it  meant  to  be  asserted, 
if  any  member  in  his  place  asserted 
that  he  knew  that  in  a  certain  borough 
candidates  or  voters  had  been  guilty  of 
bribery,  that  an  inquiry  could  not  ,and 
ought  not  to  be  instituted  i  Next,  ft  had 
been  argued,  that  as  the  House  could  not 
investigate  upon  oath,  all  inquiry  ought  to 
be  abandoned ;  but  it  ought  to  be  recol- 
lected, that  a  great  deal  .probably  yet 
remained  behind  and  which  had  been  fitly 
excluded  in  the  committee,  because  it  did 
not  touch  either  of  the  parties  before  it. 
That  body  had  not  power  enough,  nor 
sufficient  range,  to  enter  fully  into  the 
matter,  but  on  this  very  account  it  was 
more  the  duty  of  the  House  not  to.  allow 
the  matter  to  drop.  Gregory  was  the  only 
witness  whose  evidence  was  totally  unim- 
peached;  the  rest  were  assailed  in  one  way 
or  another ;  and  Peter  Bradin  appeared 
to  have  been  perjured  throughout.  He 
thought  the  suggestion  of  an  hon.  member 
well  deserving  attention:  what  he  had 
thrown  out  was  a  most  wholesome  and 
beneficial  species  of  reform,  and  if  it  could 
not  be  done  in  the  particular  case,  he  was 
sorry  for  it :  he  wished  to  see  the  right  of 
election  taken  wholly  from  such  places, 
and  given  to  more  populous  towns,  such 
as  Birmingham  or  Manchester ;  or,  if  the 
landed  interest  were  not  adequately  repre* 
sented,  1^  it  be  conferred  upon  one  of 
the  divisions  of  Yorkshire.  As  to  unity  m 
the  right  of  voting,  it  was  the  most  absurd 
of  all  absard  projects ;  it  was  a  chimerical 
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and  fanatical  idea,  that  he  believed  had 
not  entered  into  the  head  of  any  man  who 
had  seriously  reflected  on  the  question. 
One  of  the  great  advantages  of  the  pre* 
sent  system  was,  that  unity  of  voting  did 
not  exist.  He  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  take  time  to  reconsider 
the  determination  he  had  stated,  and 
enable  the  House,  by  unanimity  in  this 
vote,  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the 
country  on  the  question,  how  it  had  dis- 
charged its  duties  in  a  case  of  such  fla* 
grant  delinquency. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,' 
he  had  no  objection  to  a  short  postpone- 
ment of  the  motion  for  issuing  a  writ,  but 
he  should  object  to  the  proposed  mode  of 
Inquiry. 

Mr.  Beaumont  said,  that  although  no 
friend  to  wild  reform^  he  considered  the 
transfer  of  the  elective  franchise  firom 
such  corrupt  boroughs  as  Penryn,  to 
towns  like  Manchester  or  Leeds,  the 
knost  salutary  reform  which  the  House 
could  adopt,  or  the  country  with  a  view 
to  its  own  good  expect^  and  he  should 
therefore  vote  for  inquiry. 

Mr.  Martin,  of  Galway,  said,  that  his 
principal  objection  to  the  motion  was,  that 
it  tended  to  a  parliamentarv  reform  of 
the  worst  species.  He  was  moi  ^  disposed 
to  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  baronet,  that 
if  any  inquiry  was  necessary.  It  should  be 
a  general  one.  He  thought  that  no  mem- 
ber who  had  ever  voted  against  parlia- 
mentary reform  could  vote  for  further 
inquiry  into  this  case.  No  general  cor- 
ruption had  been  proved  against  the  bo- 
rough, and  It  was  unjust  to  punish  the 
many  for  the  transgressions  of  the  few. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  the  proposed  in- 
quiry by  a  committee  contrary  to  all 
parhamentary  practice.  He  agreed,  that 
where  a  gross  case  of  corruption  had  been 
made  out,  disfranchisement  and  transfer- 
ence was  the  most  unexceptionable  and 
practicable  mode  of  reform.  It  had  been 
tried  with  success  many  years  ago  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  in  the  cases  of  Shoreham  and  Ayles- 
bury; but  they  were  clearly  distinguish- 
able from  the  case  now  before  the  House ; 
here  the  committee  had  laid  no  ground 
whatever  for  any  ulterior  step,  and  the 
House  could  not  proceed  therefore  in  the 
face  of  the  minutes.  At  the  same  time 
he  was  not  disposed  to  exdude  all  remedy, 
by  granting  the  writ;  and  though  the 
proposed  delay  was  rattier  too  long,  he 
should  not  object  to  that  part  of  the  mo- 
tion.   He  was  by  no  means  opposed  to  a 
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wise  system  of  parluunentary  reform ;  but 
he  was  coilvmced  that  there  were  better 
modes  of  accomplishing  the  object,  than 
by  pulling  down  upon  our  heads  the  whole 
fabric  of  the  constitution.  There  was  no 
instance  in  old  times,  but  especially  since 
the  passing  of  the  Grenville  act,  of  the 
appointment  of  a  second  committee,  after 
a  nrst  had  concluded  its  labours.  He 
did  not  concur  in  the  observation,  that 
the  House  could  not  inquire  judicially, 
because  it  could  not,  in  a  case  like  this, 
examine  upon  oath.  He  was  not  aware 
that  the  administration  of  an  oath  to  wit- 
nesses under  these  circumstances  would 
be  attended  with  any  advantages.  He 
objected  to  the  appointment  of  a  second 
committee,  merely  because  it  was  not 
authorized  by  precedent,  and  because  it 
would  give  the  House  too  much  power: 
it  would  tend  to  draw  every  thing  into  the 
vortex  of  the  House.  It  was  true  that  this 
was  the  second  time  Penryn  had  been 
before  the  House,  but  still  he  did  not 
see  his  way  clear  in  going  further  than 
delaying  the  issue  of  the  writ. 

Sir  John  Newport  argued,   that  if  the 
former  committee  were  /unetus  officio^  it 
was  the  strongest  reason  for  appointing 
a  new  body  of  the  same  kind,   and  with 
more  extensive  powers,    to  embrace  not 
merely    matters    brought  home    to   the 
members  or  to  the  petitioners,  but  to  the 
electors.    If  the  House  refused  to  inves- 
tigate further,  it  would  establish  a  prece- 
dent for  not  examining  into  any  case  of 
corruption  however  gross,  unless  it  were 
brought  home  to  one  of  the  candidates. 
It  was  clear  that  the  borough  of  Penryn 
had  proceeded  since  1807,   not  only  in 
general  corruption,  but  in  the  same  sys- 
tem of  corruption  which  had  then  been 
detected:    it  had  almost  been  brought 
home  to  the  same  parties,  and  if  the  com- 
mittee had  only  reported  against  a  few 
electors,   yet   at   two  meetings,    where 
eighty  or  a  hundred  were  present,   the 
most  corrupt  propositions  were  made  for 
tendering  themselves  for  sale  to  the  son- 
in-law  of  a  Bank  Director,   who  could 
come  down  with  a  certain  sum  of  money. 
Though  the  House  would  not  countenance 
the  doctrines  of  annual  parliaments  and 
universal  6u€rage— though  it  rejected  wild 
and  visionary  plans  of  reform,  yet  it  owed 
to  the  country,  and  to  those  who  looked 
with  suspicion  upon  its  conduct,  to  show 
that  it  was  not  reluctant  to  Inquire  into 
crime,   and  to  punish  the  guilty.     The 
question  was  not  oewi  what  town  should 
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be  Babstitoted  for  Penryo,  but  whether  it 
was  fit  that  any  town  should  be  substi- 
tuted ?  These  points  were  quite  distinct : 
and  those  who  voted  for  the  one,  need  not 
necessarily  pledge  themselves  as  to  the 
other. 

Mr.  Carem,  as  one  of  the  members  of 
the  committee,  begged  to  observot  that 
proof  of  general  corruption  in  the  borough 
was  given ;  it  was  sworn  that  it  had  been 
the  general  practice  to  give  a  breakfast, 
and  to  present  each  of  the  electors  pre- 
sent with  24/.;  that  Mr.  Swan  had  been 
three  times  returned,  and  that  he  owed 
his  present  failure  to  an  abandonment  of 
that  good  old  custom,  which  had  induced 
the  voters  to  call  in  a  third  candidate  who 
would  give  them  a  breakfast  and  24/. 
Mr.  Anderdon  thought  the  bribery  so 
notorious  as  to  warrant  a  resort  to  the  act 
of  disqualification;  Mr.  Swann  returned 
the  compliment  by  rejecting  Mr.  An- 
derdon's  voters,  and  a  notice  was  mu- 
tually given  that  the  votes  on  each  side 
were  thrown  away.  The  bribery  oath  had 
not  been  heard  of;  and  it  was  generally 
supposed,  that  if  any  candidate  were  so 
unpolite  and  so  impolitic  as  to  propose 
that  it  should  be  taken,  he  wouldbe  con- 
aidered  in  Cornwall  virtually  disaualified. 
If  there  were  no  actual  preceoent,  he 
thought  the  House  ought  to  find  a  prece- 
dent to  meet  this  case,  i^hich  in  point  of 
grossness  was  perhaps  not  exceeaed  by 
any  upon  the  Journals. 

Mr.  Wvnn  referred  to  the  case  of  the 
county  of  Hants,  as  an  authority  for  sus- 
pending the  writ  at  present.  It  was  true, 
that  it  had  not  been  formidly  suspended, 
but  no  motion  had  been  made  for  it  until 
after  the  minutes  had  been  printed,  eleven 
days  after  the  report  of  the  special  com- 
mittee had  been  made.  The  question  now 
was,  whether  the  House  should  continue 
to  suspend  the  writ  for  Penryn ;  and  if  he 
had  thought  that  no  grounds  had  been 
laid  for  further  inquiry,  he  should  un- 
doubtedly dissent  from  the  motion  for 
suspending  the  writ.  He  saw  many  mat- 
ters in  the  evidence  already  printed,  re- 
Suiring  further  investigation ;  but  in  the 
rst  place,  it  was  the  strong  impression 
of  many  members  of  the  committee  that 
the  subject  should  not  here  be  closed. 
It  appeared  beyond  question,  that  meet- 
ings had  been  held,  at  which  resolutions 
were  agreed  to,  and  in  consequence  of 
which,  a  candidate  had  gone  down ;  and 
if  bribery  and  other  corrupt  practices 
could  not  be  brought  home  to  toe  raem- 
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bers,  it  was  of  great  importance  that  the 
House  should  know  how  fkr  the  electors 
were  implicated.    Some  hand-bills  of  a 
singular  nature  were  also  referred  to  in 
the  evidence,  but  they  were  not  received 
by  the  committee,  as  it  was  not  thought 
that  it  was  sufficiently  shown  that  the 
candidates  had   an^  concern    in  them. 
These  subjects  reouired  further  investiffa- 
tion.    It  was  well  known,   that  a  losing 
candidate  would  not  petition  the  House, 
but  would  rather  wish  to  withdraw  any 
praver  of  that  kind.    It  might  very  pro- 
perly be  matter  for  the  consideration  of 
tlie  House,  whether  it  was  possible  to 
extend  the  oath  taken  by  tibe  committee, 
80  as  to  enable  them  not  only  to  try  the 
matter  immediately  before  them,  but  to 
report  upon  any  acts  of  bribery  that  might 
mcidentally  come  out  during  their  sitting, 
and  the  names  of  the  persons  concemra 
in  them.    Certainly,  tne  arguments  ad* 
duced  in  opposition  to  the  issuing  of  a 
new  writ,   py  the  hon.  baronet  and  one 
other  hon.  gentleman,  were  all  of  them 
of  the  most  discordant  character.    The 
hon.  baronet  had  declared  that  he  should 
not  have  opposed  Uie  motion,  had  not 
the  same  practices  been  permitted  ten 
vearsago,  m  a  sittine  member;   so  that 
because  the  House  did  not  do  its  doty 
ten  years  ago,  it  was  neither  now  nor  on 
any  other  occasion  to  act  as  became  its 
character !  Because  the  House  then  pass- 
ed over  a  flagrant  and  notorious  case  of 
corruption,  it  was  not  now  to  interfere  to 
vindicate  its  own  honour,  and  assert  its 
own  dignity!   The  hon.  baronet  had  said 
that  the  returned  member,  when  upbraided 
with  his  misconduct,   might  turn  round 
on  every  member  of  the  House,   and  ad- 
dress them— <<  motato  nomine,  de  te  fii- 
bula  narratur.**    How  far  this  declaration 
applied  to  the  hon.  baronet,  he  realhr  did 
not  know ;  but  speaking  for  himself;  and 
ibrmany,  his  most  valued  friends,  at  that 
moment  sitting  round  him,  he  declared 
it  to  be  an  utterly  false  and  unfounded 
calumny  [Hear,  hear!]    If  the  House 
would  preserve  its  honour,  its  dignity,  its 
character,  if  it  would  vindicate  these  to 
the  country,  it  became  its  bonnden  duty 
(and  a  ^ve  and  most  sacred  duty  it  was) 
to  consider  such  offences.    When  these 
offences  were  known  to  exist  generall;jr, 
and  strong  suspicions  existed  as  to  parti- 
cular cases,  it  was,  he  would  maintaio, 
its  imperative  duty  to  examine  further. 
He  could  not  entirely  separate  the  case 
before  the  Hooae  from  that  of  1607»  al* 
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though  tirelre  yean  had  intenrened  be* 
tween  thenii  espedally .  when  he  found 
that  the  then  ana  present  ntting  tnember 
for  thaijjoroughy  which  wastl^  subject 
of  the  inquiry  then  instituted^  gave  244. 
a  Tote,  the  precise  sum  ofiered  on  the 
present  occasion.  Here  was,  thereforOt 
i;ood  reason  to  believe  that  a  more  exten- 
sive system  of  bribery  and  corruption 
existed  than  was  yet  apprehended.  He 
thought  the  term  of  one  month  was  too 
longy  as  it  was  very  possible  the  committee 
might  be  enabled  to  make  its  report  in  a 
much  less  time :  he  lAiould  move,  there- 
fore, that  <<  one  fortaight"  be  substituted 
for  the  words  ^'  one  month.'' 

Sir  F.  BurdeU  complained  that  the  hon. 
member  had  misrepresented  him,  in  say- 
ing he  had  applied  his  remarks  to  every 
member  of  the  House;  his  statement  was, 
that  the  persons  accused  might  turn 
round  on  the  members  of  <*  every  other 
rotten  borough,"  and  make  the  same 
charge :  and  if  the  hon.  member  asserted 
he  had  made  use  of  any  other  term,  he 
asserted  what  was  false. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  he  had  understood  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  baronet  to  take  a 
much  wider  range,  and  to  convey  a  ge- 
neral censure  on  members  of  that  House, 
more  particularly  those  representing  bo- 
roughs. 

Mr.  V.  Blake  entreated  the  hon.  mem- 
ber and  the  hon.  baronet  to  abstain  from 
any  allusions  calculated  to  excite  irritation 
during  the  discussion  of  the  subject  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  CCo/oerfwishedtoknow if thehon. 

baronet   intended   that   his  observation 

^  should  extend  to  the  borough  of  South- 

*  wark?  If  so,  it  was  most  false  and  calum- 

luous. 

Sir  F*  Bwrdett  thought  it  very  hard  to 
be  thus  called  upon  after  his  former  expla* 
nation ;  which  he  repeated. 

Sir  R.  Wilson  observed,  that  his  hon. 
colleague  might  have  been  sure,  had  the 
hon.  naronet's  observation  applied  to 
Southwark,  that  he  (sir  R.  Wilson)  would 
not  have  allowed  it  to  pass  without  obser- 
vation [a  laugh].  He  so  far  agreed  with 
the  hon.  baronet,  that  he  hoped  reform 
would  not  be  confined  to  Penryn,  but 
that  it  would  be  extended  to  the  correc- 
tion of  those  abuses  which  were  known  so 
generally  to  exist;  but  he  trusted  with 
the  hon.  member  for  Hertfordshire,  that 
the  present  opportunity  of  commencing 
that  reform  would  not  be  neglected. 

Sir  C.  Burrell  saidi  he  had  no  objection 
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to  the  amendment^  proposed  by  Mr* 
Wynn. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  also 
observed,  that  the  alteration  of  the  term 
to  a  fortnight  removed  his  objections  to 
the  originai  motion. 

The  motion  as  amended  was  then  agreed 
to.    After  which, 

Sir  C.  Burrell  moved,  <<  That  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  further 
into  the  existence  of  certain  corrupt  and 
illegal  practices  which  appear  to  have 
prevailed  in  the  borough  or  Penryn  pre- 
vious to  and  during  the  late  election,  and 
to  report  their  opinion,  together  with 
their  observations  thereupon  to  the  House.** 
After  a  short  conversation,  it  was  agreed, 
that  the  debate  on  this  motion  should  be 
adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

EXCHEQUBR  CONSOLIOATIOK  AcTS.] 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  Exchequer  Consolkia- 
tion  Acts, 

The  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  $aid, 
that  he  did  not  anticipate  any  objection 
to  the  arrangement  he  was  about  to  pro- 
pose, and  he  hoped,  at  that  late  hour,  no 
detailed  discussion  would  take  place.  The 
committee  was  well  aware,  tfiat  by  the 
practice  of  the  exchequer,  the  revenue 
received  for  the  purposes  of  the  consoli- 
dated fund  accumulated  till  the  end  of  the 
quarter,  and  those  sums  had  not  been 
made  applicable  to  the  public  service,  but 
the  Bank  had  had  the  advantage  of  the 
Interest  on  them.  The  accumulations  of 
the  sums  thus  received  for  the  consolidated 
fund,  which  were  not  applicable  at  pre- 
sent, unless  to|the  payment  of  theinterest  of 
the  public  debt,  the  sinking  fund,  and  the 
civil  list,  he  proposed  to  apply  to  the 
public  service,  tiU  required  for  their  ori- 
ginal purpose.  It  was  evident  that  largo 
sums  of  money  came  daily  into  the  ex- 
chequer, and  were  at  present  inapplicable 
to  any  public  service  until  the  close  of  the 
quarter  The  interest  on  these  sums  had 
been  lost  to  the  public,  and  had  proved  a 
source  of  emolument  only  to  the  Bank  of 
England.  The  simple  proposal,  therefore 
which  he  had  to  submit  to  the  House  was, 
that  the  public  should  have  the  benefit, 
instead  otthe  Bank,  of  those  accumula- 
tions. The  sum  to  be  thus  applied,  how- 
ever, he  should  propose  to  be  hmited  to  a 
definite  amount,  namely,  6,000,0002., 
which  was  nearly  as  large  a  sum  as  was 
usually  accumulated  from  one  quarter's  end 
to  the  other.    He  should  further  propose 
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that  at  the  time  these  sums  were  taken 
from  the  exchequer,  excheijuer  bills 
should  be  replaced  as  a  security,  which 
bills  should  be  realised  at  the  close  of  the 
quarter.  It  would  be  recollected  by  the 
committee,  that  a  negotiation  between  the 
Bank  and  Mr.  Perceval  took  place  in 
1808,  and  it  would  be  found,  by  a  refer- 
rence  to  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
House,  that  Mr.  Perceval  then  entertain- 
ed a  similar  idea  to  that  which  he  was  now 
about  to  submit.  It  appeared  that  at 
that  time  he  proposed  to  render  the 
growing  produce  of  the  consolidated  fund 
applicable  to  the  public  service,  making 
provision  for  its  re-instatement  at  the 
close  of  the  quarter.  The  extent  to  which 
Mr.  Perceval  intended  to  carrv  the  appli- 
cation was  5,000,0002.,  but  this  plan  was 
subseouently  given  up,  and  the  minister 
thougnt  the  more  convenient  mode  would 
be  to  accept  from  the  Bank  the  sum  of 
three  millions,  without  interest,  in  lieu  of 
the  advantages  the  public  would  have 
otherwise  derived  from  the  appropriation 
of  these  accumulated  sums  to  the  public 
service.  In  Ireland,  a  practice  similar  to 
the  one  proposed  had  been  acted  upon.  The 
agreement  which  Mr.  Perceval  had  enter- 
ed into  with  the  Bank  had  expired  on  the 
5th  April  1815 ;  and  it  was  afterwards,  by 
different  acts  of  parliament  continued  to 
the  5th  April  1818.  At  the  time  when 
Mr.  Perceval  made  his  arrangement,  the 
balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank  were 
far  more  considerable  than  they  were  at 
present.  At  that  period  those  balances 
amounted  to  between  11,000,000^  and 
1 2,000,000/.  Since  that  time  this  amount 
had  greatly  decreased  in  consequence  of 
the  peace.  A  very  large  sum  had  also 
been  taken  from  these  balances  by  the 
new  arrangement  with  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sinkhig  fund  under  the  con- 
solidation acts,  by  which  the  sums  appli- 
cable to  the  reaemption  of  the  debt,  in- 
stead of  being  paid  in  large  masses,  were 
issued  gradually,  without  leaving  any 
large  balances  unemployed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Bank.  The  remaining  balances 
had  been  reduced  as  low  as  could 
be  allowed  with  safety;  and,  upon  a  re- 
ference to  the  accounts  upon  the  table 
it  would  be  seen  that  there  were  seldom 
in  the  hands  of  the  Bank  balances  for 
more  than  ten  days  of  what  the  public 
service  required.  He  was  sure  the  com- 
mittee would  agree  with  him,  that  it  would 
be  scarcely  prudent  to  reduce  the  balances 
in  the  hands  of  the  Bank  below  the  pre- 


sent amount ;  but  the  reduction  of  these 
tmlances  was  a  subject  to  which  the  trea« 
sury  would  pay  its  volant  attention. 
Upon  the  expiration  or  the  agreement 
made  by  Mr.  Perceval,  by  which  the 
Bank  agreed  to  advance  the  sum  of 
S,000,000/L,  much  discussion  had  taken 
place,  and  it  had  been  his  duty  to  inquire 
whether  the  Bank  would  consent  to  the 
proposed  arrangement.  He  had  now  the 
satisfaction  of  stating  to  the  comnuttee^ 
that  the  Bank  had  expressed  its  willing- 
ness to  assist  in  carrying  this  plan  into 
execution.      In  the  measure  he  should 

E repose,  he  should  also  introduce  a  clause 
miting,  for  a  certain  time,  the  application 
of  the  sum  of  6,000,000/.,  so  taken  out  of 
the  exchequer,  to  the  public  service,  and 
applying  it  to  the  liqmdatton  of  debts  due 
to  the  Bank  from  government.  It  was 
necessary  to  observe,  that  thearrangementa 
would  be  subject  to  any  arrear  of  debt  due 
to  the  Bank,  outstanding  from  the  pre* 
ceding  quarter.  It  would  be  recollected 
that  there  was  an  arrear  of  the  consoli* 
dated  fiind  amounting  to  upwards  of 
8,000,000^  outstanding  from  5th  Jan.  last 
to  the  liquidation  of  which  debt  a  portion 
of  this  sum  of  6,000,0002.  would  be  ap- 
plied. This,  then,  was  the  substance  of 
the  plan  he  had  to  propose.  He  himself 
felt  convinced  of  the  oenefit  the  public 
would  derive  from  such  an  arrangement; 
but  he  was  aware  that  others  might  be  of 
a  diferent  opinion ;  and  with  a  view  to 
satisfy  all  parties,  he  should  introduce  a 
clause  for  limiting  the  continuance  of  the 
measure  to  the  5th  July,  1820.  He  con- 
cluded with  moving,  «*  That  it  is  the  opi* 
nion  of  this  Committee  that  it  is  expe- 
dient the  growing  produce  of  the  Conso- 
lidated Fund  in  Ureat  Britam  be  made 
applicable  in  each  quarter,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  six  millions  on  the  whole  at 
any  time,  to  such  services  as  shall  be 
voted  by  parliament,  until  the  same  be 
required  for  the  services  for  which  it  is 
appropriated." 

Mr.  Maberh  complained,  thst  the  9th 
of  March  had  arrived  before  any  thing 
had  t>een  done  to  explain  and  settle  the 
finances  of  the  year.  The  six  millions 
mentioned  by  the  richt  hon.  gentleman  as 
being  partly  intended  to  cover  arrears, 
were  now  sunk  to  2,700,000/.  which 
would  not  be  sufficient  by  800,000/.  to 
repay  the  three  millions  due  to  the  Bank. 
The  current  expenditure  of  the  country 
was  twenty  millions,  and  the  amount 
of  the  unfunded  debt  forty-eight  millions. 
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If  the  former  were  divided  by  twelve,  the 
monthly  expenditure  would  be  found  to 
amount  to  about  lyTOOjOOO/.  Ta  meet 
this,  there  was  a  total  in  regular  taxes  of 
not  more  than  7>000,000^.  If  the  monthly 
1,700,000/.  were  multiplied  by  three,  the 
expenditure  of  the  quarter  would  appear 
to  be  5,100,000/.  and  only  4,000,0(XV.  of 
ways  and  Means  to  cover  it,  leaving  a  de- 
ficiency of  1,100,000/.  on  the  April 
quarter.  He  had  made  these  statements 
to  show  that  the  country  might  be  de- 
prived of  money  sJtogether  for  the  en- 
suing Quarter:  for  the  exchequer  bills 
might  then  be  paid  in  on  account  of  the 
revenue.  If  it  were  said  that  they  would 
not,  then  the  right  hon.  gentleman  must 
raise  the  interest  on  them,  for  they  were 
already  at  a  considerable  discount,  and 
would  of  course  be  paid  in  if  it  continued 
to  increase.  Where,  in  that  case,  should 
we  find  funds  to  meet  the  expenditure 
from  April  to  July,  and  the  other  quar- 
ters ?  With  a  deficiency  in  our  revenue 
nearly  equal  to  the  sinking  fund,  what 
would  be  our  situation  but  a  state  of 
bankruptcy,  if  war  or  a  rumour  of  war 
should  arise— if  the  ferment  in  France  did 
not  subside,  and  a  new  revolution  took 
place  in  tha^  country. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave 
the  hon.  gentleman  credit  for  not  having 
intentionally  misstated  any  thing  in  his 
speech,  but  he  certainly  had  mistaken 
several  points.  The  hon.  gentleman,  in 
the  first  placet  l^&d  said  that  the  produce 
of  the  revenue  would  be  exhausted  by  the 
5th  of  April;  but  the  hon.  gentleman 
roust  have  forgotten  entirely,  that  a  great 
part  of  the  expenditure  of  the  quarter  had 
Been  provided  for  from  the  produce  of  the 
past  year.  In  every  year  there  were  sums 
of  money  remaining  from  the  supplies  of 
the  previous  year.  This  had  been  the  case 
in  1818,  and  it  was  the  case  in  the  present 
year.  The  current  revenue  of  last  year 
had  not  been  required  to  be  issued  for  the 
public  service  till  March,  the  supplies 
voted  in  the  preceding  year  answering  the 
expenditure  till  that  time.  With  respect 
to  the  amount  of  the  unfunded  debt,  the 
hon.  gentleman  was  right  in  stating  it  at 
about  48,000,000/.,  but  he  had  omitted 
.one  thing  of  great  importance,  namely, 
that  16|O0O,00O/.  had  been  paid  off  last 
year— a  sum  so  large,  that  if  we  could 
then  bear  it  along  with  the  present  amount 
complained  of,  we  might  be  relieved  from 
any  apprehension  of  being  overwhelmed 
with  unfunded  debt.  The  hon.  gentleman 
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had  expressed  a  suspicion  that  from  the 
discount  at  which  Exchequer  bills  novr 
were,  they  would  be  paid  into  the  revenue. 
This  he  (the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer) did  not  strongly  apprehend.  They 
were  now  at  no  greater  discount  than  2^., 
and  when  formerly  at  a  discount  of  20f.» 
they  were  not  paid  in.  Now,  with  regard 
to  his  plan  for  meeting  the  demands  of  the 
public  service,  he  must  defer  any  expla* 
nation  till  he  came  to  give  the  financial 
statement  of  the  year.  That  would  not 
be  done  till  the  report  of  the  secret  com- 
ftiittee  on  the  Bank  ^ffiiirs  was  laid  on  the 
table.  Till  then  he  would  preserve  the 
same  silence  as  to  his  ulterior  intentions 
which  he  had  hitherto  maintained.  The 
financial  statement,  under  the  name  of  the 
Budget,  had  seldom  been  brought  forward 
before  the  Easter  holydays.  How  soon 
he  should  present  it  to  the  House  thia 
year  he  could  not  now  say ;  but  neither 
m  the  time  when  it  would  be  ready,  nor 
in  the  plans  which  it  would  contain,  would 
he  entangle  himself  by  any  pledges  which 
might  prejudice  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  been  by  no  means 
answered.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
told  them,  that  the  current  year  only 
began  in  March,  and  that  the  sum  requi- 
site before  that  time  would  be  found  from 
some  other  quarter ;  but  if  this  was  the 
case,  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  six  weeks 
expenditure,  more  than  any  gentleman  iq 
the  House  was  aware  of,  had  been  granted 
in  the  last  session.  As  to  the  probability 
that  Exchequer  bills  would  be  at  a  dis- 
count, the  fluctuations  in  the  price  of 
public  securities  were  so  great,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  say  what  might  be  their 
value  at  any  future  time,  however  near. 
Exchequer  bills  had  been  at  20^.  discount ; 
,they  were  now  down  to  2s.,  probably  on 
account  of  this  speech,  which  it  was 
known  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
was  to  make.  Whether  the  speech,  now 
it  was  more  fully  understood,  would  pro- 
duce a  similar  effect,  he  did  not  know; 
but  if  he  were  a  holder  of  Exchequer  bills, 
he  should  be  more  disposed  to  sell  than  to 
buy.  It  was  manifest,  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  April,  if  the  bills  were  at 
the  same  discount  and  likely  to  go  lower, 
the  holders  would  dispose  of  them  to  those 
who  had  to  make  payments  to  the  revenue, 
as  there  would  be  a  gain  of  2s.  on  every 
100/.  Was  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer content  to  let  the  finances  of  the 
country  rest  on  the  speculationi  whether 
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tlwm  wi^  or  might  not  be  a  discount 
on  Ezdieaiiec  bilk  i  Not  only  wars,  or 
lamoors  or  wars,  but  those  reports  which 
weie  every  d^y  current,  might  produce 
the  eSttt  Ife  had  described;  and  then, 
where  the  ehaocellor  of  the  excheouer 
was  to  get  money  he  did  not  know !  Not 
ffooi  the  Bank  tobe  sure ;  for  if  the  right 
liMk  gaaUeman  was  so  delicate  that  he 
would  not  brinff  forward  his  financial  ar^ 
rangements  while  the  inquiry  concerning 
OMh  pajmenta  was  in  progress,  the  Bank 
itself  would  not  be  so  mdecent  as  to  anti* 
WMte  the  report  of  that  committee,  by 
advancing  mooey  which  it  might  be  ne* 
cssiiry  Sot  .it  to  keep.  The  chuiceUor  of 
the  exdiei|aer,  by  his  present  course  of 
proceedmg,  thou|;h  he  must  have  perfectly 
made  op  his  mind  as  to  what  was  to  be 
4oii%  had  left  it  open  to  speculators  to 
laise  or  lower  the  price  of  the  funds  as 
Ihcy  thought  fit.  He  left  the  exposure 
af  his  fioaaciai  scheme  till  after  the  report 
of  tbecomnuttee:  when  that  time  would 
bci  the  ohanoellor  of  the  exchequer  might 
koaw»  but  he  (Mr.  T.)  had  not  the  most 
4istaat«guess.  Acoordioff  to  present  ap* 
pfrancesi  feom  the  lengw  of  the  exami^ 
nations,  he  thought  ic  not  probable  that 
the leport could  M made  tiUafter  Easter; 
•adt  if  read  with  the  attention  necessary 
to  liable  them  to  discuss  it,  the  House 
could  not  decide  upon  it  till  the  middle 
of  May.  After  the  3,300,000/.  of  arrears 
hmi  been  paid  out  of  the  6,000,000/.  which 
the  chancellorof  the  exchequer hsd  spoken 
of,  what  was  to  become  of  the  2,700,000/. 
which  remained  ?  Was  it  to  repay  the 
loaafirom  the  Bank?  [the  chancellorof 
the  exchequer  assented  j.  If  this  waa  the 
case,  the  whole  that  the  public  would  save 
was  the  interest  on  this  sum ;  which  was 
ao  bat  desirable.  But  was  this  any  thing 
to  encourage  any  man  as  a  financial  re- 
■ource?  Bcgwoa  the  amount  of  the  in- 
terest saved,  there  was  not  the  fraction  of 
a  farthing  to  get  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer out  of  his  financial  difiiculties. 
At  this  very  time  a  sum  of  13  or  14*  mil- 
lioaa  was  to  be  borrowed,  if  the  sinking 
fimd  was  to  go  on.  That  is,  while  we 
wore  boasting  that  we  had  a  sinking  fund 
of  13  or  14  miilions,  we  were  obliged  to 
bofnow  nearly  the  same  sum.  Tms  was 
■ot  to  be  imputed  as  a  fault  to  the  ch&n* 
colior  of  the  exchequer ;  but  his  fault  was, 
that  hedid  not  put  the  country  in  a  way 
to  see  its  real  situation.  By  the  adoption 
of  repeated  and  varying  shifts,  and  by 
hMmg  out  4)lacioa«  promises,  he  enabled 
(VOt.  XXXIX.) 


the  wary  to  prey  upon  the  unwary ;  and 
if  his  study  had  been  to  play  into  the 
bands  of  the  stock*]obbers,  he  could  not 
have  conducted  himself  otherwise.  So 
manifestly  true  was  this,  that  no  man  but 
the  right  hon.  gendeman,  whose  character 
he  aoLnowledged  to  be  dear  from  any 

Eossible  imputation,  could  have  conducted 
imself  thus  without  incurring  suspicion. 
He  had  been  constantly  buoying  up  the 
House  with  the  hope  of  prosperous  days, 
which  the  House  was  to  arrive  at  without 
effort.  He  had  boasted  that  he  would 
pay  off  the  5  per  cents,  and  had  made 
every  exertion  to  lower  the  interest  of 
money,  for  no  other  purpose  that  he  could 
divine,  but  to  make  flourishmff  speeches 
about  the  state  of  public  creoit.  Why 
did  he  not  now  give  a  general  view  of  the 
budget  which  he  would  hereafter  have  to 
propose?  Why,  but  for  thepurposeof  delu- 
sion, did  he  keep  from  the  House  the  view 
of  difficulties  which  sooner  or  later  they 
must  meet?  The  main  question  was,  what 
was  to  be  done  with  the  48  millions  of  un- 
funded debt  ?  That  question  the  chaacdlor 
of  the  exchequer  might  answer  now,  but 
he  reserved  himself  for  a  grand  display. 
He  might,  however,  depend  upon  it,  that 
no  grand  display  would  he  make  this  year. 
He,  or  the  system  of  finance  adoptai  by 
the  ministers  of  whom  he  was  the  mouth- 
piece, began  to  be  thoroughly  understood. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  most  ridiculous 
rumours  were  permitted  to  aiiect  the  price 
of  the  public  securities.  There  were  even 
men  who  got  their  living  by  supposed 
examinations  in  the  secret  committee. 
He  had  no  doubt  a  man  might  turn  a 
penny  by  saying  what  the  evideoee  was 
which  was  received  by  the  conmiittee  on 
this  or  that  morning.  He  should  now 
trouble  the  chancellor  of  the  excheouer 
no  further.  It  was  in  vain  to  press  nim 
to  state  what  was  the  situation  of  the 
country,  and  what  the  remedy  he  had  to 
apply.  He  (Mr.  T.)  however,  wished 
not  to  be  supposed  to  hold  out  a  hope  of 
any  secret  remedy.  There  was  no  re- 
medy but  in  severe  measures.  But  those 
measures  the  House  should  be  informed 
of  at  once. 

Mr.  HuAiuon  said,  that  with  respect 
to  the  plan  now  under  consideration,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  made  it  a  re- 
proach to  ministers,  that  they  had  not 
sooner  made  the  Bank  balances  available 
for  the  purposes  of  the  government.  It 
was  right  to  adopt  that  plan  at  present ; 
but  he  denied  that  any  advantage  would 
(3  0) 
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h«Te  accrued  from  having  adopted  it 
sooner,  as  the  fdan  formerly  resorted  to 
was  as  good  as  this  of  applying  the 
SflOOfiOOl*  to  the  use  of  government. 
That,  however,  was  a  question  which 
would  afterwards  come  under  discussion. 
Both  plans  had  been  before  the  House, 
and  it  had  then  been  thought  better  to 
take  the  three  millions,  than  the  floating 
benefit  of  the  Bank  exchanges.  The  right 
boB.  gentleman  had  said,  that  he,  as  a 
member  of  the  conunittee,  felt  the  diffi- 
culty of  bringing  forward  matters  con- 
nected with  tm  inquiry  of  the  committee. 
For  the  same  reason,  it  would  be  impos- 
eible  for  his  riffht  hon.  friend  at  present 
to  bring  forward  any  plan  of  supply,  with- 
out exposing  himself  to  ouestions  respect- 
ing the  arraoffements  of  the  committee, 
which  it  would  be  improper  to  answer. 
Without  knowing  what  was  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  committee  above  stairs,  it  was, 
indeed,  impossible  to  enter  into  any  plan 
of  supply  for  the  year.  Whatever  that 
report  might  be,  he  hoped  they  woold  be 
able  to  discharge  their  duty  by  providing 
for  their,  peace  establishment,  and  for  the 
aupport  of  the  public  credit.  They  wished 
to  make  such  efforts,  not  on  partial  state- 
ments, but  on  a  relative  view  of  the  ex- 
penditure, the  revenue,  the  funded  debt, 
and  the  state  of  the  public  credit:  and  he 
trusted  the  result  of  their  exertions  would 
be  the  diminution  of  that  debt,  and  the 
confirmation  of  that  credit.  He  hoped  the 
committee  would  use  the  utmost  diligence 
in  preparing  their  report,  and  that  when 
it  came  before  the  House,  they  would 
be  enabled  to  do  their  duty  to  the  coun* 
try,  aad  to  make  good  the  promise  which 
they  had  given,  and  in  which  the  right 
boD.  gentleman  had  joined,  that  they 
would  not  hesitate  to  make  the  necessary 
sacrifices,  in  order  to  support  Uie  public 
credit. 

Mr.  Tlitfmey.— The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man forgets  one  species  of  severity  to 
which  1  alluded,  I  mean  the  severity  of 
retrenchment.  The  absence  of  that  seve- 
rity presses  .hard  on  the  people,  who  are 
to  pay,  but  is  never  thought  of  by  those 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  receiving. 

Mr.  GrenfeU  was  glad,  that  these  ba- 
lances would  now  TO  available  for  the 
public  service.  For  the  last  four  years, 
there  were  generally  6,000,0002.  in  hand, 
and  those  balances  consisted  at  present  of 
about  7,000,0002.  The  argument  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Huskissoa) 
was  s^^raoge  one«    He  contended  thus— 
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**  formerly  the  public  had  the  vm  ef 
3,000,000/.  without  interest,  they  wiH  mow 
have  6,000,000/.,  but  yet  they  gain  nothing 
by  it.''  He  did  not  understand  this  arith^ 
metic.  If  he  took  the  matter  rightly,  the 
country  was  in  future  to  have  the  use  of 
6,000,000/.  of  these  balances:  if  so,  he 
would  ask,  must  they  not  be  8,000,000^ 
better  off  than  they  were  when  theyluMl 
the  loan  of  3,000,000/.? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Eathequer  said^ 
that  when,  some  years  ago,  the  oon.  genw 
tleman  adverted  to  a  plan  of  this  kind,  he 
did  not  oppose  the  orindplei  but  merely 
stated,  that  it  could  not  be  carried  into 
effect,  witfiout  breaking  fiiith  with  the 
Bank.  He  believed  the  new  system  woold 
be  advantageous  in  a  very  material  de« 
gree ;  and  certainly  the  Bank  were  making 
coosidend>le  sacrifices*  The  country  stood 
in  a  much  better  situation  than  in  Mr« 
Perceval's  time.  They  were  now  about 
to  take  six  millions  for  sev^ ;  whereas,  id 
the  former  period,  Mr.  Perceval  took 
5,000,000/.  as  a  compensatioii  for  twelve 
millions.  At  the  same  time,  it  moat  be 
observed,  that  the  saving  of  interest  would 
not  be  so  large  now,  as  when  the  Bonk 
advanced  3,000,000/.  free  of  interest  Sis 
milHons,  it  was  true^  woold  beacceraii* 
lated  in  the  Exchequer,  at  the  end  of  each 
quarter ;  but  they  could  not  reckon  as  if 
the  interest  on  that  entire  sum  was  saved 
from  the  commencement  of  the  -quarter. 
It  was,  in  fact,  a  gradually  increasing 
fund,  and  not  a  fbna  formed  on  the  no« 
ment. 

Mr.  Gren/e//.— The  average  balance  ie 
7,000,000/.,  and  I  understand  we  gre  to 
have  the  use  of  aix  of  them*  Is  this  so  ? 
Are  we  to  have  six  or  only  three  ouUiona  I 

The  Chancellor  of  the  JExdkeauer,^1b9 
six  millions  whieh  we  are  to  take  from  the 
Exchequer  are  not  forthcoming  at  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  quarter.  It  is  an  accruing, 
a'gr^wiog  fund.  We  take  the  money  aa 
fast  as  it  comes  i<i ;  but  we  cannot,  at  the 
commencement  of  a  quarter,  say,  that  we 
save  the  interest  on  SjQOOfiOOl*  As  wa 
have  small  sums  conring  in  from  time  to 
time,  to  form  the  6,000,000/.  It  is  onlj 
for  a  very  short  period  that  we  can  say  we 
save  the  interest  on  th^  entire  suqei. 

Mr.  Proiheroe  hoped  the.seeret  cobh 
mittee  would  let  the  country  keow  ita 
real  situation.  His  right  hon*  fr&and  had 
talked  of  severe  measures.  If  such  were 
neoeasary;  if  there  were  any  unsound 
parts  in  our  financial  system,  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  ought  ta  lei  the 
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eomilrf  know*  the  fkct,  that  they  might 
be  prepared  for  the  wont. 
The  rewhitkm  wito  agreed  to. 
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Babnstaflb  EiiBctiom.]  Lord  Cltve 
iofonned  the  Houaoy  that  the  Committee 
appointed  to  try  the  raeriu  of  the  Baro- 
ataple  Eiection*  had  determined,  **  That 
air  Mahaaieh  Masseh  Lopea,  hart.,  is  oot 
duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this 
present  parliament  for  the  said  borough : 
that  Francis  Molmeux  Ommanney,  esq.  ia 
duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this 
present  parliament  ror  the  said  borough : 
that  tibe  last  election  for  the  said  borough, 
so  fiir  as  relates  to  the  said  sir  Manasseh 
Maasdi  Lopes  is  void :  that  the  said  pe- 
tition did  not  appear  to  the  committee  to 
be  fmoleus  or  vexatious :  that  the  oppo- 
aition  to  Uie  said  petition  did  not  appear 
to  die  comnuttee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexa- 
tious.'' 

Lord  Give  alao  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Committee  had  come  to  the  fol- 
loiring  Resolutions : 

1.  **  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
that  sir  Maoassen  Masseh  Lopes,  hart, 
was,  by  his  agents,  guilty  of  bribery  and 
Creating  at  the  last  election  for  the  bo- 
no^ of  Barnstaple,  and  is  thereby  inca- 
pacitated to  aerve  in  parliament  at  such 
election.  £•  That  it  appears,  by  evidence 
before  this  committee,  that  such  a  general 
aystem. of 'Corruption  was  practised  at  the 
last  election  for  the  said  borough  of  Bam- 
ataple,  as  to  render  it  moumbent  on  the 
committee  to  submit  the  aame  to  the  most 
eerious  consideration  of  the  House,  In 
order  that  such  proceedings  may  be  In- 
etituted  thereon  as  the  House  in  ita  wis- 
4om  may  think  proper  to  adopt." 

The  said  rgport,  and  the  minutes  of  the 
proceedingsof  the  Committee  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table;  and,  on  the  motion  of 
ihe  noble  lord,  it  was  agreed  **  That  Mr. 
Speaker  do  not  issue  his  warrant  to  the 
derk  of  the  Crown  to  make  out  a  new 
writ  for  the  electing  of  a  burgess  to  serve 
in  the  present  parliament  for  the  borough 
«f  Barnstaple,  in  the  room  of  sir  Ma- 
iMMsehMasseh  Lopes,  bart.  whose  election 
baa  been  determined  to  be  void,  till'Tues- 
dayi  16th  March." 

IvaojuvsNT  Dbbtobb  Acts.]  Sir 
Jaaici  Grakam  presented  a  petition, 
a^gmed  by  1|500  of  the  piincipal  shop- 


keepers of  Mary-le4>0Be,  praying  that  the 
Insolvent  Debtors  actmieht  not  be  re« 
newed ;  or  that  if  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  legislature  to  prolong  a  measure  of 
this  kind,  care  should  be  taken  to  protect 
Uie  honest  creditor  from  the  frauds  of  the 
dishonest  debtor.  The  bon.  baronet  said, 
that  there  was  not  one  of  these  petitioners 
who  had  not  been  defrauded  by  the  effiect 
of  this  act. 

Mr.  Brougham  presented  a  petition 
from  certain  inhabitants  of  Westminster 
against  the  renewal  of  the  Insolvent 
Debtors  act.  This  petition  was,  he 
said,  signed  by  a  number  of  respect- 
able tradesmen,  and  entitled  to  at- 
tention. He  did  not,  however,  at  all 
agree  with  the  petitioners  as  to  the 
propriety  of  repealmg  the  act  alluded  to, 
while  he  fully  concurred  with  them  in 
thinking  that  that  act  required  revision  and 
amendment.  He  was  decidedly  of  opi- 
nion that  the  principle  of  this  law  should 
be  preserved;  yet  as  the  execution  of 
that  principle  required  that  the  court  ap- 
pointed to  carry  it  into  effect,  should  be 
generally  sitting,  it  was  desirable  to  pro- 
vide, by  every  possible  means,  for  the  im- 
provement ot  the  machinery  of  that  court, 
and  especially  to  guard  against  any  faci- 
lity for  the  release  or  encouragement  of 
fraudulent  debtors.  To  these  points  the 
committee  about  to  be  proposed  by  his 
learned  friend,  the  attorney-general, 
would,  no  doubt,  direct  its  most  diligent 
inquiry. 

The  Solicitor  General  said,  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  attorney-general  to  move 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
consider  tnis  subject  witli  all  the  petitiona 
concerning  it  which  had  been  received  by 
the  House:  and  that  it  never  was  his  ob- 
ject to  pro|)ose  the  renewal  of  the  law  al- 
luded to  in  its  present  state.  The  attorney- 
general,  he  was  enabled  to  say,  concurred 
fully  in  the  opinion  just  expressed  by  his 
learned  friend  as  to  the  justice  and  neces- 
sity of  preserving  the  principle  of  the 
Insolvent  act.  This,  indeed,  he  found  to 
be  the  impression  of  all  men  of  good  feel- 
ing and  sound  intellect.  All  that  ap- 
peared to  be  looked  for  by  reflecting  men 
on' all  sides  was,  the  correction  of  the  de- 
ficiencies which  were  understood  to  be- 
long to  the  hiw  in  its  present  sbape.  Upon 
an  investigation  of^  these  deficiencies 
before  a  committee,  and  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  any  amendments  required,  <he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  law  would  be  found 
to  operate  withdueregardto  the  Cur  claims 
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of  both  the  honest  creditor'and  the  unfor* 
tuoate  debtor. 

Mr.  Waithman  wished,  if  a  committee 
should  be  appointed,  that  there  might  be 
selected,  for  that  purpose,  some  practical 
mercantile  men,  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  subject  in  all  its  details.  He 
feared  that  if  some  such  were  not  chosen, 
those  who  might  constitute  the  committee 
would  not  have  that  sympathy  for  the  si- 
tuation of  unfortunate  creditors  which  the 
frauds  they  had  experienced  called  for. 

Mr.  Brougham,  adverting  to  what  had 
been  said  by  the  lion,  member  for  Carlisle, 
namely,  that  every  one  of  the  petitioners 
from  Mary-le-bone  parish,  comprising  be- 
tween 14  and  1500  persons,  had  suffered 
from  the  operation  of  the  act,  observed, 
that  the  hon.  baronet  must  be  under  a 
mistakei  as  a  vast  number  of  the  signatures 
to  that  petition  were  from  persons  who 
were  not  at  all  in  trade. 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  that  the  petition 
alluded  to  was  signed  by  many  shop- 
keepers and  tradesmen,  and  that  every  one 
of  a  deputation  which  had  called  upon 
him  on  the  subject,  had  assured  him  that 
he  had  suffered  some  fraud  through  the 
insolvent  acts.  But  he  could  go  farther, 
and  say  that  he  had  never  conversed  with 
a  man  of  property  upon  the  subject,  who 
had  not  complained  of  being  defrauded  by 
these  acts.  Debtors  had  indeed  become 
80  cavalier  in  consequence  of  these  acts, 
that  when  pressed  by  any  creditor  for 
payment,  nothing  was  so  common  as  to 
aay,  **  111  give  you  a  bill  at  three  months 
on  lord  Redesdale."  But  the  execution 
of  this  law  was  almost  as  exceptionable  as 
its  provisions.  What  would  the  House 
think  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  carry- 
ing this  law  into  effect,  being  appointed 
the  universal  assignee,  or  treasurer  of  the 
debtors  released,  and  of  no  dividend,  as 
he  understood,  having  ever  been  paid  to 
any  creditors. 

The  Attorney  Genertd  observed,  that 
the  hon.  baronet  was  completely  misin- 
formed with  regard  to  the  derk  of  the 
court,  who,  so  fiir  from  being  the  uni- 
versal, was  only  the  provisional  assignee, 
of  the  debtors,  to  which  place  he  was 
appointed  by  the  learned  Serjeant  who 
presided  in  that  court,  with  a  view  to  take 
care  of  any  property  which  might  be  sur- 
irendered  by,  or  found  in  the  possession  of, 
any  debtors  at  the  time  of  their  release. 
But  the  moment  the  creditors  of  any 
debtor  appointed  an  assignee,  such  pro- 
perty was  given  up  to  them  by  this  provi- 
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sional  assignee^  who  had^  witUA  the  lasl 
twelve  months,  received  property  of  tint 
description  to  the  amount  of  15,<XKtf.  all^of 
which  would,  of  course,  have  been  ex- 
pended in  prison,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
Insolvent  acts.  The  learned  gentieman 
concluded  with  expressing  his  hope,  that, 
the  merits  of  this  case  would  be  laily  in- 
quired into  by  the  committ^e^  for  the  ap* 
pointment  of  which  it  was  his  intenttoa  to 
move. 

Mr.  George  Lamb  observed,  that  un- 
doubtedly great  id)uses  had  taken  place 
under  the  Insolvent  acts,  but  yet  be  be* 
lieved  that  those  abuses  were  not  so  oon- 
siderable  as  some  gentlemen  qipeafed  to 
think.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  hw 
required  amendment,  while  he  was  aaiia« 
fied  that  its  principle  ousfat  to  be  pre* 
served.  He  agreed  as  to  the  proprie^  of 
postponing  all  discussion  upon  tbia  sub* 
ject  until  the  proposed  committee  should 
have  made  its  report,  and  he  hoped  and 
tmsted  that  the  conse«|iienoe  of  ttial 
report  would  be  the  adoption  of  a  measora 
equally  calculated  to  secure  ihe  intesest 
of  the  honest  creditor,  and  to  save  the 
honest  but  unfortunate  dd>tor  from  nn» 
merited  suffering. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

PxNHTK  Elxctioh.]  Sir  C  Burrtt 
moved  the  order  of  thedayy  for  r^umingtho 
adjourned  debate  on  the  motion  •<  That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
further  into  the  existence  of  certain  cor- 
rupt and  illegal  practices  which  appear  to 
have  prevailed  in  the  Borough  of  Penryn, 
previous  to  and  during  the  late  eleotioDy 
and  to  report  their  opinion,  tdgether  witli 
their  observations  thereupon,  to  the 
House.''  The  hon.  baronet  observed,  thai 
the  minutes  of  the  committee  hitving  been 
entered  as  read,  the  House  was  hi  posses* 
sion  of  the  grand  features  of  the  case, 
and  it  was  his  intention,  if  he  sucoeeded 
in  carrving  two  prefatoiy  Tesolutions,  to 
move  for  leave  to  brioft  m  a  bill  for  tha 
better  regulation  of  this  borough.  Hh 
resolutions  would  be,  *<  1.  That  it  appetfra 
to  this  House,  that  there  was  the  moit 
notorious  bribery  and  corruption  in  the 
last  election  of  members  to  serve  in  >par- 
liament  for  the  borough  of  Penryn ;  and 
further,  that  such  practices  are  not  new 
nor  casual  in  the  said  1>orough,  having 
been  before  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  House,  in  the  year  fSOT.  bjr  a  special 
report  from  the' committee  which  tried  the 
merits  of  the  petition  of  John  TrevBHiipa 
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and  others.  2.  That  it  is  tbe  opinioa  of 
this  House,  that  the  said  bribery  and  cor- 
rttption  require  the  mostserioos  consider* 
ation  of  parliament." 

The  motion  for  a  selcet  committee  was 
withdrawn;  after  which  the  two  resolu- 
tioDS  were  agreed  to,  and  sir  Charles  ob« 
tained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  <*  for  the 
preventing  of  'Bribery  and  Corruption  in 
the  ElectioB  of  Members  to  serve  in  Par- 
liament for  the  Borough  of  Penryn."  The 
Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Penrvn 
Election  Committee  in  \WJ  was,  on  tne 
notion  of  Mr.  WynUf  ordered  to  be  re- 
printed. 

Gamb  Laws.]    Mr.  Brandy  in  rising, 

Ersuant  to  his  notice,  to  bring  forward 
^  motion  for  the  amendment  of  the 
gameiawi,  observed,  that  the  subject  was 
one  of  the  highest  impoftance,  inasmuch 
OS  it  was  intimately  connected  with  the 
Interest,  the  happiness,  and  moral  conduct 
of  the  lower  orders  of  society.  For  the 
benefit  of  those  members  of  the  present 
parliament  who  were  not  members  of  the 
last,  he  would  inform  them,  that  in  the 
year  1816,  a  report  on  this  subject  was 
made  b^  a  very  numerous,  intelligent,  and 
industrious  eoimnittee  of  that  House,  to 
the  cenolttdiog  passage  of  wiiich  he  re* 
quested  particuuir  attention.  The  eom« 
mittee  observed,  that  they  weuld  not,  at 
a  late  period  of  the  session,  hitroduoe  to 
the  House  any  measure,  on  a  subject 
which  had  so  ^reat  a  variety  of  beamings ; 
but  they  cherished  sanguine  expectations, 
that  a  bin,  founded  on  the  pritidpfes  re- 
cognised by  the  common  law  of  the  land, 
that  priiAsfple  being,  that^ihe  property  of 

Ke  was  \n  the  individual  possessing  the 
where  it  was  discovered,  might  be 
advantageously  resorted  to,  by  which  the 

e resent  system  of  the  ]game  laws  might 
e  impreim,  and  thefere  they  caroeto the 
following  resolotien^^<*  That  all  game 
ohoutd  beconsidored  the  property  of  the 
person  on  whose  land  such  game  should 
be  foend.*'  iie'approved  entirely  of  this 
principle;  and  he  had  long  wished  to  bring 
foi^vord  a  measure  founded  on  the  view  of 
^hich  the  committee  had  professed  their 
approbation.  In  order  to  show  the  effi- 
tsocy  of  the  plan  which  he  should  sdbmit 
to  thieir  Mtice,  it  wouldbe  neeessaiy  for 
Mm  Coventor  into  some  minttte  deuils  on 
the  subject,  whieh  he  would  however 
mdeavour 'totnoke  os  concise  as  possible. 
He  was  ifiraid,  nevenheluss,  Ihat  4n  spite 
of  all  has  endeavouiSi  «he  should  not  be 
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aUe  to  command  the  attention  of  ikm 
House  during  all  the  remarks  which  he 
cthould  make  to  them,  because  the  subject 
wassoextensive,and  spsead  over  so  large  n 
space  of  history  as  totally  to  defy  any  aiun- 
maiy  abrldgmnt.  He  would,  however, 
as  briefly  and  as  perspicuously  as  possiUo^ 
call  the  notice  or  the  House  to  a  subyeet, 
which,  in  the  minds  of  thinking  meoy 
yielded  scarcely  to  any  that  could  bo 
brought  before  them  as  a  question  of  do- 
meotic'poliey,  and  of  moral  interest.  It 
w:as  curious  to  follow  the  history  of  the 
game  laws—- to  mark  their  origin^  m  feudtf 
barbarism,  and  to  trace  weir  growth 
through  various  periods,  when  4i  »ise  pe» 
licy  was  misudten  for  wisdom.  So  early 
as  the  Idth  of  Ridiard  2nd,  there  was  e 
statute,  establishing  asortof  qualification^ 
as  necessary  to  enable  a  man  to  destroy 
game.  That  qualification  was  90  ouute 
a  year.  But  stiH  the  statute  seemed 
to  proceed  on  the  principle  of  raiume 
joii  —  on  tiie  principle,  that  -the  pro- 
perty in  game  belonged  to  the  perscm  en 
whose  land  the  game  was  found.  Thia 
continued  to  be  the  law  of  England  for 
some  time ;  but  Was  in  a  certain  degree 
abrogated  bv  the  operation  of  the  statute 
of  uses,  of  fines  and  recoveries,  and  otiier 
leg^  technicalities,  into  which  he  shotild 
then  decline  to  enter,  inasmuch  as  the 
originad  pr«)prietors  found  that  they  bad 
not  only  parted  with  their  lands,  in  these 
fictitious  conveyances,  but  also  with  the 
rights  which  they  enjoyed  firom  those 
mds^  They  had  not  only,  they  per- 
ceived, given  up  their  lends,  but  they 
found -also 'that  they  had  parted  with  that 
tndu^ooe,  the  indulgence  of  taking  gonse 
all  over  their  estates,  which  their  prede- 
cessors had  enjoyed.  The  consequence 
was,  that  all  those  statutes  had  ffrown-up, 
which  enoreoohed  on  the  privileges  onoe 
enjoyed  by  the  possessors  -of  the  land- 
Statutes  that  irere  m  foot  perpetually  in- 
creasing. The  >main  law  of  this  kind  was 
the  Mrd  of  Charles  dnd,  by  which  the 
existing  qualification  was  rendered  neces- 
sary. By  the  system  tolerated  by  this 
law,  'dl  the  personal,  all  the  leasehold 
property  of  the  country,  was  cKoluded 
fiK)m  the  possession  of  the  game.  'It 
seemed  that  the  immediate  proprietons 
and  those  who  «had  manors,  were  not  eon- 
tradiiKingaished  by  this  Ww-Hmd  the 
latter  findmg,  by  the  speoteaof  qealtfioa- 
tion  It  required,  that  they  were  themaelvea» 
in  many  instances,  precluded  from  pro- 
curing gome,  hit  upon  'the  eystem  of 
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iHaMinftiiiggaiiie«ke?|)era»  with  4eptttation8« 
iniose  deputations  protected  game-keepers 
from  the  operation  of  the  game  Uiwsy  and 
enabled  them  to  kill  game  where  their 
masters  could  not.  This  system  of  appoint- 
ing game-keepers,  under  deputations,  was 
only  applicable  to  lords  of  manors,  whose 
aerrants  it  eflfectually  screened  from  the 
penalty  of  the  law.  As  constables,  ap- 
pointed to  preserve  game,  he  looked  upon 
the  situation  of  game-keeper  as  a  very 
ancient  office.  But  they  were  now  cre- 
ated under  the  statute  of  the  5th  of  Anne, 
which  altered,  in  a  very  considerable  de- 
gree, the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  23rd 
ofCharlesSnd.  This  privilege  of  appointing 
came-keepers,  with  liberty,  under  these 
deputations,  to  kill  game  where  they 
pleased,  was  the  only  manorial  right  that 
oe  desired  to  attack  or  to  affect.  From 
that  period  to  the  present  numerous  acts 
of  parliament  were  passed  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  game  belonging  to  lords 
of  manors;  and  of  epablinff  the  great 
landed  proprietors  to  resist  the  accumu- 
lating personal  property  of  the  country. 
Such  measures  were  ev^idently  necessary, 
if  it  were  thought  a  just  principle  to  re- 
sist the  demana  for  a  participation  in  the 
game  of  the  country,  which,  in  proportion 
.  as  personal  property  increased,  must  be- 
come every  da^  stronger.  But  parliament 
ou^ht  to  consider  that  they  were  legis- 
lating on  tiie  law  of  property  and  of  na- 
ture—they ought  to  reflect  whether  it 
was  right,  when  the  income  of  the  monied 
dass  rfthe  community  was  equal  to  that 
of  the  whole  estated  property  of  the  coun- 
try, that  the  landed  proprietors  should 
deprnre  the  other  classes  of  that  enjoy- 
ment which  their  fortunes  entitied  them 
to.  He  would  not,  at  this  enlightened 
period,  descant  on  the  ridiculous  situation 
m  which  the  property  of  the  country  was 
placed  by  the  existing  game  laws,  or  point 
out  minutely  the  cunous  distinctions  that 
were  attached  to  it.  It  might  be  enough 
to  say,  that,  at  this  time,  a  man  possMsed 
of  lOOflOOl.  a*year  personal  property,  if 
he  had  no  land  could  not  shoot,  or,  he  be- 
lieved,* possess  game.  He  did  not 
think,  if  he  deposed  before  a  magistrate, 
that  he  suspected  the  first  merimant  in 
the  city  of  London  of  having  game  in  his 
house,  and  demanded  a  search-warrant, 
in  order  to  examine  his  premises,  the  in- 
ilividoal  being  unqualified,  that  the  war- 
rant could  le^ly  DO  refused.  What  was 
of  still  more  importance,  was,  that  all  the 
small  landed  proprietors  in  the  country. 
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on  whose  grounds  the  gtme  existed,  and 
whose  property  was  damaged  by  those 
animals,  were  precluded  from  killing 
game.  The  consequence  ofthis  must  bet 
that  those  persons,  though  not  directly 
encouraging  poachers  in  their  neighbour- 
hood, were  by  no  means  active  in  puttin^p 
them  down.  They  were  neutralized— 
they  felt  like  disinterested  persons,  since 
the  destruction  of  game  by  poachers  could 
not  harm  them.  There  was  a  natural 
feeling  in  the  minds  of  youth,  particularly 
in  this  country,  to  pursue  those  wild  ani- 
mals which  nature  had  scattered  over  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Every  thing  aroumi 
encouraged  them  to  this  amusement-^and 
how  did  the  svstem  of  legislation  oppose 
the  erowth  of  this  feeling  ?  A  few  words 
would  explain  it.  Th^  had  a  system  df 
legislation,  by  which  the  persbnal  pro- 
perty of  the  countnr  was  undervalued; 
thev  had  a  system  of  legislation  by  which 
individuals  amongst  the  higher  orders  of 
societv^were  excited  to  encourage  a 
breach  of  the  law ;  they  had  a  system  of 
legislation  which  was  intended  to  put  down 
a  pursuit  to  which  the  best  and  most  use- 
ful part  of  their  population  was  naturally 
prone;  they  had  a  system  of  legislation, 
instigating  the  very  men  who  ought  to  be 
most  eager  to  discover  the  violators  of  the 
law,  to  screen  and  conceal  them.  If  anv 
mode  could  be  devised  for  removing  such 
a  system,  and  introducing  a  more  whole- 
some one,  such  a  plan  ought  to  be  fiivoor- 
ably  received  by  the  House.  The  prac- 
tical result  of  the  law  was  very  well  known. 
The  returns  for  the  last  year  proved  that 
a  vast  mass  of  the  criminals  who  had  been 
tried  by  the  diffisrent  tribunals  of  the 
country,  had  been  first  introduced  into 
prison  for  ofiences  of  one  kind  or  other 
against  the  game  laws.  As  to  the  relative 
proportion  he  could  not  speak  accurateljr, 
because  there  had  been  great  delay  in 
making  out  the  returns,  which  were  not 
even  yet  in  the  hands  of  every  member^ 
and  because  these  returns,  long  as  they 
had  been  in  making,  were  not,  to  his 
knowledge,  altogether  correct.  The  cases 
which  he  himself  knew  were,  however, 
sufficient  for  his  purpose ;  and  he  would 
assert,  that,  if  he  were  called  upon  to  fix 
what  data  he  would  have  given  to  deter- 
mine the  problem,  which  is  the  best  and 
the  shortest  way  to  demoralise  a  whole 
people,  he  would  answer,  **  take  an  of- 
fence which  has  nothing  in  it  of  disgusting 
crime,  or  of  moral  turpitude ;  let  the  ha- 
bits of  the  country  be  favourable^  and  the 
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property  of  the  country  oot  opposed  to  it^ 
panish  it  in  all  its  diTOrent  shades^  with 
the  utmost  degree  of  severity,  and  yott 
will  have,  with  all  speed,  the  very  demo- 
ralifeation  which  you  are  wishful  toeflfect." 
The  oflfence  of  poaching  was  one  that  ex- 
actly corresponded  with  the  case  which 
he  had  put;  and  when  it  was  recollected 
that  young  men  of  active  habits  and  vigo- 
rous mmds  were  the  parties  most  gene- 
rally engaged  in  it,  it  was  no  wonder  that, 
when  the^  were  placed  by  the  arm  of  the 
law  in  a  situation  where  contamination  was 
most  likely  to  reach  them,  they  became 
the  desperate  and  profligate  wretches 
which  they  were  well  known  so  frequently 
to  become. 

He  could  not  possibly  imagine  a  system 
more  perfectly  calculated  to  produce  such 
an  effect.-*u  he  conceived  that  the  mea- 
sure he  meant  to  propose  would  prevent 
country  gentlemen  from  residing  on  their 
estates,  and  prevent  them  from  pursuing 
that  course  or  hnmanization  and  civilisa- 
tion for  which  they  were  so  remarkable, 
he  would  not,  mischievous  as  the  existing 
system  appeared  to  be,  recommend  its 
repeal*  But  what  be  had  in  view,  would, 
at  the  same  thne,  remove  the  evil  of  which 
he  complained,  and  answer  every  purpose 
of  the  resident  country  gentlemen.  By 
the  common  law  the  game  was  raiianetolif 
in  the  owners  soil ;  and  he  could  not  but 
hope,  that,  by  recurring  to  the  ancient 
law  of  the  land,  the  legislature  mi|^t 
find  means  to  get  rid  of  the  mischiefs 
which  the  existing  system  produced.  To 
prove  that  the  ancient  law  was  as  he 
stated  it,  the  hon.  gentleman  quoted  a 
passage  from  the  4th  Institute,  and  dso 
read  toe  preamble  to  the  statute  of  Henry 
7th.  Takioe  the  lincient  law  of  the 
country  as  Uie  ground-work  of  the  bill 
which  he  meant  to  introduce  to  the 
House,  he  contended  that  the  occupier  of 
|he  land,  on  whose  property  the  game 
was  fed  and  maintained,  ought  to  possess 
it,  unless  it  was  specially  reserved  to  the 
original  owner  or  the  soil,  or  leased  bv 
aucn  owner  to  some  other  person  for  his 
use  and  enjoyment.  In  either  case,  the 
lessor  received  an  equivalent  for  the  in- 
jury done,  and  the  lessee,  in  his  bargain, 
was  allowed  a  compensation  for  the  right 
thus  reserved  or  sold.  The  lessor  womd, 
in  that  case,  feel  himself  mterested  m  the 
preservation  of  game,  since  he  could  dis- 
pose of  it  at  a  greater  value,  and  the 
lessee  would  not  shut  his  eyes  to  the 
practice  of  poaching,  as  he  did  at  present. 
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since  the  landlord  who  let  the  premise 
would  make  his  bargain  with  reference  Uf 
the  extent   of  game  preserved    on  the 
lessee's  property.    Gamewonld  thus  be- 
come personal  property,  and  the  supply 
would  be  as  regular  as  that  of  any  other 
article  of  consumption.    Thus,  it  would 
be  unnecessary  for  those  who  enjoyed  the 
personal  income  of  the  country,  to  en* 
courage  the  poacher,  as  they  were  now" 
excited  to  do*    Why  should  not  a  lessecr 
send  a  hare  or  a  pheasant  to  market  as 
well  as  a  sheep  or  a  calf?  He  could  not 
perceive  any  good  argument  against  hit 
doine  so.    The  only  objection  that  coald 
be  offered  was  this,  that  game  was  move- 
able, and  the  property  in  it  not  so  secure 
V  other  species  of  property  were.    Hie 
position  was,  that  game  should  always  be 
considered  the  property  of  those  on  whose 
land  it  was  found.    By  proceeding  in  thig 
way  they  would  remove  from  the  mind  of 
the  lessee  the  angry  feeling,  which  now 
made  him  look  on  poaching  with  apatihy  ; 
and  they  would  also  do  away  the  temp« 
tation,  on  the  part  of  men  possessed  of 
personal  income,  to  have  their  wantt, 
as  far    as   game  was   concerned,  sup- 
plied by  the  agency  of  poachers.    He 
conceived,  too,  that   his    system  would 
introduce  a  certain  sense  of  moral  feeling 
amooest  poachers.  At  present,  they  were 
not  checked  In  their  course,  by  any  idea 
that  poachine  was  a  crime.    But,  when 
they  heard  individuals,  from  day  to  day, 
speaking  of  game  as  their  property-^ 
property  which  they  might  legally  dispose 
of  to  the  highest  bidder— they  would  at 
length  be  checked  by  that  natural  feeling 
which  deterred   men    from  committing 
what  was  termed  a  robbery.    Besides,  the 
reduced  price  of  game  would  lessen  the 
temptation.    Game  would  still  bear  ita 
fair  value,  as  fowls,  geese,  &a  did,  but  it 
would  not  acquire  that  accumulative  value 
which   circumstances   now  gave  to  it. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  said,  that,  under 
the  proposed  alteration  in  the  law,  game 
would  be  procured'  by  theft,  whilst  less 
means  were  in  existence  for  the  convio« 
tion  of  the  offender.    But  against  this 
probability,  he  would  oppose  the  increased 
morsl  feelme,  and  the  decreased  price, 
which  would   operate  more  powcrfidly 
than  the  right  of  search  whicn  this  law 
now  armed  them  with.    A  fiscal  regu- 


\f  that  of  granting  licences,  did  exist 
at  presient.  He  oad  no  objection  to  extend 
it,  and  to  grant  a  right  of  searching  where 
unlicensed  persona   were  suspected   of 
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people  declared  that  there  should  be  no 
gaine-hw,  or  restriction  whatever;  and 
now  that  country  was,  in  a  manner,  en- 
tirely stript  of  game.     It  presented  a 
widely  different  aspect  from  what  it  did 
within  his  req[iembrance,  when  game  of 
a)]  descriptions  were  straying  in  every  di- 
rection,   and  crossing  even  the  public 
roads.    The  hon.  gentleman  had  admitted, 
with  hhnself,  that  the  preservation  of  this 
species  of  property  was  of  the  highest 
consequence  and    hnportance    to  those 
country  gentlemen  who  were  attached  to 
i^  pursuits.    The  country  itself,  and  the 
surrounding  tenantry ,  were  always  more 
indebted'  to  the  ardour  with  which  gentle- 
men resident  on  their  estates  entered  into 
that  amusement,  for  the  good  name  they 
sustained,  the  hospitality  they  practised, 
the  liberality  they  evinced,  and  the  thou- 
sand virtues  that  emanated  from  them 
among  their  own  circles,   than  to  any 
other  cause  whatever;  and  ^hese  noble 
qualities  would  all  be  involved  in  one 
common  ruin  by  the  adoption  of  that  pro- 
ject which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  been 
speaking  of.    That  project  he  should  most 
deqidedty  oppose.    I^  could  only  create 
in  the  lower  orders  a  dispositjion  to  be- 
come   poachers;    amongst    the    higher 
orders  it  would  destroy  rational  amuse- 
ment ;  and  he  was  sure  it  would  tend  to 
bring  about  a  subversion  of  that  order, 
and  an  abatement  of  that  kindness  and 
attachment,   which  had  so  long  existed 
between  the  higher  and  the  humbler  ranks 
of  the  people.      The   exisMng  system, 
though  not  perfect,  was  much  better  than 
any  project  he  had  ever  known  recom- 
mended as  a  substitute  for  it ;   and  the 
House  should  recollect,   that  wbeii  once 
a  system  was  disturbed  it  was  sometimes 
impossible  to  restore  it. 

Mr.  Cunoen  reminded  the  House,  that 
on  a  former  occasion,  when  this  question 
was  agitated*  it  was  the  opinion  of  a 
committee  of  that  House,  that  it  would  be 
much  more  advantageous  to  the  country 
in  general  as  well  as  to  sportsmen,  that  the 
existing  game  laws  should  be  done  away 
with  altogether.  The  hon.  gentleman 
who  bad  just  down  had  said,  that  the  bill 
he  was  considering  was  complained  of 
only  by  poachers ;  but  he  must  be  sin- 
gularly Ignorant  of  the  general  feeling 
prevailing  throughout  the  country,  of  the 
marked  dislike  entertained  for  those  laws 
collectively  and  individually,  by  all  classes, 
if  he  supposed  that  that  dislike  and  d\^ 
gust  were  confined  to  one  set  of  men  only. 
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The  hon.  gentleman  must  know  very  litde 
indeed  of  public  sentiment  on  this  question, 
if  he  did  not  know  that  the  most  respect- 
able classes  of  society  held  the  game  hiws 
in  the  greatest  detestation,  as  opposed  to 
every  principle  of  fairness  and  of  justice. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  sard  that  Uiose 
laws  were  made  for  the  higher  orders  of 
society,  and  not  for  the  lower— he  ad- 
mitted the  fact,  and  that  was  precisely  the 
reason  that  he  objected  to  them ;  he  ob- 
jected to  them  because  they  Were  not  jjus^, 
because  they  were  not  equal ;  he  objected 
to  them  also  because  they  tended  to  de- 
stroy the  very  object  they  were  meant  to 
promote.  As  the  laws  stood  at  present, 
few  felt  any  interest  in  the  preservation  of 
game — none  felt  any  shame  or  compunc- 
tion for  destroying  It;  but  if  fair,  equate, 
and  equitable  laws  were  enacted,  the  pub- 
lic would  feel  a  disthict  interest  in  the 
preservation  of  game ;  it  would  be  then] 
considered  disgracefid  to  destroy  it  un-' 
justthr.  Since  the  law  passed  against, 
stealing  turnips  and  potatoes  io  the  fleld,' 
that  species  of  offence  was  much  dimi- 
i^hpd.  The  same  conseauenpe  wduld 
follow,  he  had  no  doubt,  from  the  pi^o- 
posed  change  in  the  game  laws ;  because, 
from  that  moment  poachiuff  would  be 
considered  a  disgrace,  'f  he  hon.  gentle- 
man had  talked  of  poachers;  he  (Mr. 
Curwen)  was  willing  io  admit  that  ipany 
of  them  were  very  iknproper  persons,  but' 
at  the  same  time  he  would  say  that  many 
others  who  committed  that  crime  were 
persons  of  a  very  difierent  character. 
So  odious  were  the  game  laws  now  held, 
that  to  violate  them  was  no  longer  held 
disgraceful,  and  many  resnectable  persona 
violated  the  law.  The  hon.  gentlemaQ 
had  referred  to  the  authority  of  jud^ 
Blackstone— a  great  m^n — a  great  autbo* 
rity  upon  many  subjects,  but  not  the  best 
authority  on  this  subject.  The  statute  of 
Charles  1st,  which  Bfackstone  calls  aa 
enacting  statute,  was  a  restraining  statute 
— it  restrained  individuals  from  that  which 
they  formerly  enjoyed.  He  hojped  the. 
House  woula  put  an  end  to  the  system 
which  these  laws  upheld.  He  was  sure 
if  they  were  repealed,  there  would  be 
abundance  of  game,  because  ei^ery  man 
would  feel  himself  bound  to  preserve  it ; 
it  would  become  as  sacred  as  any  species 
of  private  property,  and  he  was  sure  the, 
lower  orders  would  feel  as  little  indined 
to  destroy  it,  as  they  at  present  did  to 
destroy  or  to  take  away  any  af  tide  belong- 
ing to  the  £iraiersint|ieirxkeighbourhofl|€u 
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^e  gtae  laws  vteie,  io  trathv  \iiyiltt  and 
tpdiMS  laws;  they  were  laws  which  in- 
tf  died  Biuch  mittry  aikd  oppression.  He 
jM>ped  the  House  woaki  aaopt  some  re^ 
medy.  Equally  tyhEmaical  aod  unjusl, 
they  were  alike  oppoeed  to  the  true  spirii 
jof  th#  British  coDStitution  as  they  weve 
id  the  true  feelingt  of  Englishmeiiy  aad 
ihej  shouJd  not  Ml  -peraontted  to  remaia 
whtisc  any  means  existed  to  accomplish 
iheir  repeal. 

Mr.  f.  LewU  said,  he  was  as  detfrous 
as  die  hoo.  member  for  Corffa  Castle»  thai 
Um  gentry  of  EhglaiHl  shoiild  not  be  in- 
dftoed  to  leave  tbdr  leountry  residerices» 
but  tt  appeared  to  him  that  his  hon. 
bend's  bill  was  calculated  td  avert  ^ueh 
aa  evil,  since  it  gave  to  Ul  owners  of  land, 
fan,  absolikey  ^nd  uhdistikrbed  possbssioa 
•ad  enfoyment  of  it»  Hoic  bould  this 
deter  isny  gentleamn  from  residing  in  the 
DOtttifer^?  What  was  it  thai  in  reality 
preserved  ^ame?  Not  the  game  law% 
bat  ifae  liability  to  action  fdr  trespass.  la 
fcdace  of  this  indiiect  mode  of  legidaiioni 
ne  wished  to  see  a  substantive  measure 
ihlit  wotdd  go  mere  directly  to  the  objacl^ 
by  anakiog  the  hilling  of  game,  wttbaot 
tTO  fimnissioa  of  the  proprietor,  h  stib* 
atantiipe  oAnce.  Ifrbau  b^en  askdd  tri* 
WBsphantly,  whether  he  wlio  stole  turdips 
orpalatoes  in  aieldydid  aoft  get  thm 
hsece  ebeaply  than  tbd  pefsdn  who  gaew 
and  8(Ud  tiiem  ?  But  he  would  ask^  whe* 
Ibar  it  was  the  i^eiilon  who  stole,' or  ibe 
person  who  grew  that  sufiplied  the  market; 
Tha  fair  soppositiim  was,  that  with  respect 
t)»  game^  n  the  proposed  measuse  were 
adotj^ed,  it  would  be  supplied  by  the  pro- 
ptitolto  of  the  groandi  and  not  as  now  by 
the  poacher.  Did  die  faon.  aeatleman 
fbi^et  the  great  advaiitage  which  die  man 
wbo  procured  an  article  by  open,-  fair  and 
Imoesl  aMans,  had  over  him  whd  proeored 
It  by  means  that  were  dishonest  and 
illegal }  or  oottid  be  suppose  ihaX,  the 
ktser  wduld  be  able  to  stand  up  against 
the  efforts  of  that  industry  which  the  pub- 
lie  would  encanrage^  and  the  law  would 
praleot  I  It  had  been  asked  whether  they 
cduld  get  rid  of  a  csrime,  by  saying  it  was 
a  crimed  No  doubt  they  eodd  not ;  but 
waa  it  hot  a  mdst  imfAroper  oourse  of  Ie« 
giskiion  to  call  thoflte  acUons  crimes 
,whieb  were  not  so  in  their  owfi  nature  \ 
There  was  no  ^eater  crime  in  selling  a 
ph^asaat  than  in  selling  a  chicken,  and 
tba  laws  which  punished  the  one  act  while 
they  permitted  the  other,  ought  not  to 
eoMMa^  uolesa  they  were  neocasary  to 
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the  enjoyment  of  property.  Fedidg  that 
the  adoption  of  his  hon.  Iriend's  proposed 
measnre  woiild  tend  to  diminish  the  sum 
of  public  misery,  and  augment  the  sum 
of  public  good,  he  should  oectainly  give 
his  vote  for  it. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill. 

.  Exciss  Infobmationii  riLko  iv  tun 

COUBT   OF   ExCHJBQtlBR.]       Mf.   D.    W^ 

Harxieg  rose  to  move  for  certain  returns 
rehitive  to  Excise  luformatiotn  filed  ia 
the  Court  of  Exdiequer.  8tooe  he  had 
been  in  the  House,  he  had  und^lood 
that  an  hob.  and  learned  gentlenian  oil 
the  other  side  maaiit  to  oppose  his  modon* 
Had  he  known  of  this  intendon  before, 
he  should  certainly  have  felt  disindined 
to  proceed;  but  the  suggestions  df  verjr 
many  of  his  cbnttitueacs,  and  his  own 
seriseofduty,  ni^ed  him  to  pursue  the 
coulve  he  had  taken.  He  would  entreat 
the  attention  of  the  House,  while  be 
offered  afewremarkst  wbich,  after  what 
he  had  just  stated,  he  dioold  submit  with 
the  utmost  deference  and  reluctance. 
The  m>tiee  which  he  cave  of  his  modoa 
i^as  *'  for  a  return  of  toe  total  number  of 
infiirmadons  filed  in  the  Court  df  Exohe- 
qner,  under  the  Customs  and  Excise 
laws,  betweed  the  1st  January,  1818,  and 
the  1st  January^  1819,  disdnguishing  each 
year  [Tlie  hon.  member  here  bbsefved^ 
that  in  consequence  df  its  having  been 
suggested  from  the  opposite  side,  that 
such  returns  would  occupy  very  const- 
derable  timfe,  employ  a  great  number  of 
derksi  and  be  attended  with  miich  ex- 
pense^  he  would  Ifauit  his  inquiry  to  ovie 
year  only,  that  being  suiBclent  for  the 
principle  of  his  observations;  he  theri 
condnued];  as  also  for  a  return  of  the 
retfelts  of  such  informations,  disdoguish- 
iug  those  setded  by  verdicts  from  those 
settled  by  compositioov;  and  ako  of  the 
expenses  attendant  on  such  informations." 
Hia  most  nlmterial  object  was,  to  show, 
that  very  large  and  unwarrantable  ex* 
penses  were  incurred,  and  charged  upon 
the  revenue,  by  the  constant  recourse 
had  to  informations  of  the  kind  alluded 
to;  his  next  object,  to  show  that  tha 
solicitors  of  die  customs  and  excise,  by 
constandy  resorting  to  this  species  of 
informadon,  entailed  the  most  heavy  and 
enormous  expenses  on  those  who  were 
brought  into  court ;  and  his  third  object 
was,  to  prove  that  the  genera]  system  of 
prooeedmg  in  these  casea  aratf  the  cause 
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of  a  large  and  unnecessary  expense  to 
thai  great  body  of  the  defendants  who 
ivere  pronounced  br  the  verdict  of  a  jury 
innocent  of  the  o£(ence  imputed  to  them*. 
He  would  act  attempt  to  illustrate  his 
object  by  any  reasonings  of  his  own,  but 
«hoiild  proceed  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  one  or  two  cases  which  had 
actually  occurred,  and  which  formed  the 
grounds  of  his  present  motion,  premising, 
that  they  were  not  of  a  peculiar  character, 
AS  calling  in  question  the  practice  of 
ihese  courts,  but  afforded  a  fair  sample  of 
ibe  many  hundreds  of  cases  whicQ  oc- 
curred in  the  year.  The  first  case  was 
that  of  a  very  respectable  and  benevolent 
merchant  of  London  who,  some  time  since 
was  induced,  from  motives  of  pure  bene- 
volence, to  advance  to  a  decayed  trades- 
man, liormerly  in  better  circumstances, 
1,0002.,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  open  a 
ahop  as  a  retail  dealer  in  coffee.  For 
this  firieodly  and  liberal  loan,  the  merchant 
neither  required  nor  received  any  .other 
compensation  than  that  which  sprung 
from  the  consciousness  of  having  per- 
formed a  good  action,  and  had  no  other 
security  but  his  confidence  in  the  trades- 
man's honour.  His  name,  at  that  person's 
request,  he  suffered  to  be  inscribed  over 
the  door ;  and  it  was  also  registered  in  the 
excise  office,  where  the  licences  were 
granted.  Shortly  afler,  the  very  active 
and  laudable  inquiry  was  adopted  into  a 
system  of  the  most  nefarious  fraud,  prac* 
Used  by  certain  tea-dealers,  in  regard  to 
an  article  of  such  general  consumption, 
that  it  greatly  prejudiced  the  healths  even 
of  the  lower  orders.  Last  year,  in  the 
course  of  chat  inquiry^  an  Information  was 
filed  against  the  merchant,  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life,  for  a  breach  of  the  revenue 
laws ;  and  the  first  communication  that  be 
had  on  the  subject  was  an  official  letter 
from  the  aolicitor  of  the  excise.  That 
information,  which  was  laid  at  lOO/L,  was 
not  against  any  deleterious  article,  but 
against  a  powder  kjiown  b^  the  name  of 
the  vegetable  powder;  which  all  dealers 
in  coffee  were  prohibited  from  selling,  and 
wisely  prohibited,  because  that  powder 
was  used  for  the  adulteration  of  coffee ; 
and  if  persons  engaged  in  the  trade  were 
allo)ved  to  have  that  powder  in  their  pos- 
sesirion,  they  might  the  more  easily  mix  it 
with  coffee,  a  fraud  which,  he  under«tood, 
it  was  difficult  io  detect.  A  quantity  of 
that  article  was  found  in  the  shop,  but  it 
had  beea  long  in  the  possession  of  tlie 
occu^iicr^  who  bad  not  bceo  aw^e  that  it 


was  illegal  to  expose  it  for  sale,  and  it  had 
been  aiways  open  to  the  inspection  of 
excise  officers.  The  merchant,  on  finding 
that  an  infornntion  had  been  bud  against 
him,  memorialized  the  board  of  exciae, 
informing  them  that  he  bad  no  connexion ' 
with  the  business,  so  far  from  being  a 
principal  in  it;  acquainting  them  with  the 
reason  of  his  name's  beinp  affixed  to  the 
door  of  the  shop,  confessing  the  fact  of 
such  a  quantity  of  vegetable  powder  betog 
on  the  premises;  but  pleading  entire 
isnorance  of  any  illegality  attached  to 
the  selling  of  it  by  a  dealer  in  coffee,  and 
finally  praying  that  all  parties  might  be 
summoned  before  the  commissioners  of 
excise,  and  that  if  the  charges  should 
be  made  out,  such  punishment  might  be 
meted  as  they  should  think  the  case  de- 
served. In,  answer  to  thia  he  received  a 
private  circular— a  proof  that  fio  drcura* 
stances,  such  as  his  confessing  to  the  faot» 
or  his  ignorance  of  the  illegality  of  his 
selling  vegetable  powder,  were  ever  taken 
into  consideration:  that  circular  stated 
that  in  no  case  were  informations  filed 
that  were  not  supported  by  respeetable 
testimony ;  and  among  other  things,  con* 
tained  thia  passage:  **  the  petition  makes 
no  offer,  and  as  the  board  has  already 
ordered  proceedings,  it  cannot  now  stay 
them,  there  being  no  offer  to  pay  fioet  or 
costs,  or  both.''  The  merchant  reiterated 
his  memorial,  offering  1(ML,  which  was 
refused,  but  in  lieu  of  which  no  other  smn 
was  suggested ;  he  was  merely  told,  that 
it  could  not  be  accepted.  He  then  made 
an  offer  of  20/.,  which  was  also  negatived, 
but  with  an  intimation  Uiat  90L^  with  an 
agreement  to  pay  costs,  would  probably 
be  successful.  He  mentioned  this,  to 
show  that  these  informations  were  Tery, 
numerously  filed,  every  year  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  get  heavy  costs  out  of 
the  pockets  of  parties.  The  gentleman, 
on  this  intimation,  was  induced  to  inquire 
of  the  solicitor  of  the  excise  what  would 
be  the  probable  amount  of  costs?  Ha 
was  told  that  they  were  at  that  moment 
from  6^n  to  eOL;  so  that,  although  there 
was  no  wilful  violation  of  the  law,  ha 
found  he  must  pay  the  full  penalty  of 
lOOL,  which  IS  the  heaviest,  even  in  cases 
of  determined  and  premeditated  infiringe« 
ments  of  the  statute,  or  pay  these  costo ; 
which,  with  the  composition  of  SO^, 
amounted  to  neariy  the  same  thio^*  The 
solicitor  not  condescending  to  give  any 
details  of  the  costs,  the  party  proceeded 
to  try  the  case;  and  that  being  almost  aa 
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adtnitted  one,  it  migbl  natarally  be  pre- 
sumed clmt  one  counsel  and  one  witness 
woM  be  idfideot  for  an  parposes.  Bui 
would  the  House  belierey  that  in  order  to 
conduct  this  most  important  cause,  live  of 
the  most  grave  and  teamed  counsel  at  the 
bar  were  retained  •?  Theie  five  counael 
were  an  expense  of  SOL  at  least.  There 
were  the  other  expenses  attending  the 
examinatien  of  witnemes,  Ac«;  but  all 
thb  was  not  enough,  for  Uiis  momentous 
came,  they  must  needs  summon  a  special 
jury;  a  common  jury  might  have  done, 
but  then  only  three  counsel  would  have 
been  requisite;  a  special  jurv  rendered 
five  neoenary ;  no  bad  method  of  putting 
fees  into  the  pockets  of  legal  advisers,  at 
any  rate.  The  spedal  jury,  on  this  trivial 
case,  cost  a  sum  of  17  guineal.  Thus, 
with  the  60/.  costs  deomnded,  SOL  fees  to 
counsel,  and  the  costs  of  the  jury,  the 
expenses  amounted  to  1901.,  and  other 
expenses  made  It  «t  least  II50L  He 
would  venture  to  state,  that  the  result  of 
an  investigation  would  show,  that  in  every 
cause,  however  easy  of  proof,  or  simple 
in  its  oireomstanoes,  ft  might  be,  the  costs 
did  not  amount  to  less  than  ISOL  How 
the  revenue  itself  was  affected  •  by  this 
mode  of  proceeding  was  a  ooestion  that 
deserved  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
If  the  exertions  of  five  learned  counsel 
Were  necessary  for  the  crown,  the  into* 
rests  of  the  defendant  might  require  the 
same  nunober,  but  that  number  he  might 
not  have  the  means  of  retaining.  Hsd 
the  commissioners  of  excise  rejected  the 
petition  at  once,  they  would  have  acted 
m  a  manner  more  consonsn^to  the  priu- 
ciples  of  justice,  and  as  the  commissioners 
or  stamps  acted  in  similar  circumstances. 
Even  w)iere  the  penalty  was  mitigated  to 
the  sum  of  SOIL,  an  enormous  bill  of  costs 
still  remained,  and  the  whole  expense  did 
not  fail  far  short  of  KXV.  The  mitigation 
was  therefore  a  nullity  in  those  cases  in 
whveh  the  original  nenaltv  was  of  no 
higher  amount.  The  soficitor  of  Uie 
board  of  excise  had  a  power  equal  to  that 
of  lodge  and  jury.  It  would  not  bo  dilB- 
cuft  to  falsify  the  statement  contained  in 
the  printed  circular,  in  which  it  was 
asserted,  that  no  inlbrmation  was  filed, 
till  the  evidence  that  was  to  support  it 
had  been  thoroughhr  sifbed  and  examined. 
He  believed,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
mass  of  prosecutions  arose  out  of  mali- 
cious motives  and  base  conspiracies 
against  particular  individuals.  An  in* 
sUDce  or  this  kind  had  recently  come  to 


his  knowledge.  A  man  of  despicable 
character  took  a  range  of  obscure  and 
dilapidated  buildings,  in  London,  for  the 
pretended  purpose  of  becoming  a  brewer 
of  table  beer,  add  immediately  set  to 
work  to  ^raw  honest  tradesmen  in  his 
neighbourhood  into  his  snares.  He  knew 
that  by  an  act  of  parliament  a  penalty 
was  imposed  on  those  who  sold  treacm 
or  molasses  to  brewers,  and  the  manner 
in  which  this  unprincipled  miscreant  acted 
was,  to  call  at  a  tradesman's  shop,  in  the  > 
absence  of  the  master,  to  purchase  thk 
artide^-to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  place 
the  family  bought  their  table  beer— to 
say  he  would  send  them  a  small  cask 
home— -and  finallyi  to  order  the  shop-boy 
to  follow  him  for  payment,  in  order  to 
establish  evidence  iurainst  the  tradesman  : 
first,  that  he  sold  the  article;  secondlvt 
that  he  must  have  known  that  be  had  sold 
it  to  a  licensed  brewer,  because  his  boy 
had  been  at  his  house,  and  had  seen  hn 
apparatus  there.  In  this  way  many  re- 
spectable tradesmen  of  London  bad  been 
betrayed  into  an  offence  against  the 
excise  laws.  Such  a  practice  was  pec»- 
Karly  reprehensible,  because  a  suit  m  the 
court  of  Exche<|oer  was  not  the  only,  or 
the  least  oppremive  mode  of  proceeding. 
The  commissioners  had  a  concurrent 
jurisdiction,  and  a  disoretionarjr  authority 
of  mitigating  tbe  penalty,  which  did  not 
belong  to  the  higher  court;  but  tli6 
power  of  the  solicitor  to  the  commie* 
aioners  was  of  princely  extent,  and  the 
authority  which  he  exercised  without 
control. 

In  the  case  which  he  bad  just  des- 
cribed, an  individual  of  the  worst  cha- 
racter had  brought  within  his  vortex  a 
number  of  most  reputable  citizens.  When 
a  man  happened  to  be  in  this  predicament, 
his  doors  were  generally  beset  by  a  num- 
ber of  dficers  of  excise,  who  never  failed 
to  advise  him  to  compromise  the  matter- 
to  do  any  thing  rather  than  go  to  a  trial. 
This  was  done  nine  times  out  of  ten  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  aggrandizing  them- 
selves at  the  expense  of  these  poor  per* 
sons.  One  of  tne  men  informed  agmnst 
by  this  table  beer  brewer  was,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  advice,  induced  to  present 
a  petition  to  the  commimioners^iie  was 
induced  to  oiler  as  much  as  150^  but  this 
was  rejected.  At  last  he  took  the  advice 
of  his  fnends,  screwed  up  his  courage, 
went  into  court,  when  his  cause  was  de- 
fended by  two  able  counsel.  When  the 
wretch  who  was  the  informer  came  into 
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ddiirtfr  tllelrholeayBltemwnexpoKdyahd 
the  jury  fdand  a  fcrdtct  for  the  defendant. 
There  wetfe  in  vocietT  aaoy  character!  bf 
this  desoription^  and  yet  tkey  had  been 
told  that  ikt  eTidende  in  thetd  cases  was 
always  dertrsd  from  the  pitrekt  ohaonele. 
The  rMilt  ef  this  case  went,  he  thought, 
pretty  strongly  to  falsify  the  position  iaid 
down  in  the  letter  be  had  alluded  to, 
namdy,  that  no  prosecution  was  com- 
menced by  the  commissioners  of  Ojjcise 
but  i^hat  iras  founded  and  sustained  on 
the  naost  respectable  testimony^  That 
wall  not  A  case  of  a  peculiar  or  solitary 
nature.  A  meeting  was  held  of  persohs 
tolaced  in  the  same  liituation  with  the  de- 
fendanti  and  they  filled  an  etitire  room. 
And  for  What  purpose  were  those  pro- 
secutions commenced  ?  For  the  purfiose, 
he  would  sav»  of  accumulating  costs.  He 
begged  pardon  for  trespassing  so  long  on 
the  attention  bf  the  Hoase^  but  he  was 
desirous  of  mealionii^  one  other  instance 
that  had  been  ooitimunicated  to  him  by  a 
most  honourable  and  respectable  genUe- 
•man,  an  attofney  in  Colchester^  who 
was  an  alderman  of  that  town.  A  mariner, 
•residing  near  Colchester,  of  the  name  of 
Underwood,  was  the  master  df  a  smack 
called  the  Good  Intent,  at  times  engaged 
in  dredging  for  Oysters,  but  a  part  of  whose 
employment  was  the  Coaductmg  of  vessels 
which  had  get  out  of  their  course  along 
ihat  dangerous  coast.  A  man  who  was  a 
notorious  smuf^ler  by  confeision  and  pro- 
fessioBy  conoeiTed  a  deadly  hatred  against 
^his  mariner,  and  openly  declared  that 
one  day  or  other  he  would  be  the  destrue- 
lion  uf  him.  It  so  happened  that  this 
maikuggj^r  hehnf  out  at  sea  m  a  beat,  which 
was  in  a  perilous  condition,  he  fell  in 
with  the  Good  Intent,  and  appealing  to 
the  humanity  of  Underwood,  asked  from 
bin  a  boat  and  some  men  to  take  him  to 
the  eoast.  Uaderweed  sent  one  Or  two 
4>f  hie  men  to  alsist  him  with  a  boat  to  the 
jOoaity  and  unknown. to  Underwood  the 
willaiof  put  some  smuegled  goods  into  the 
koaf.  No  sooner  did  Underwood  reach 
A  portf  than  in  consequence  of  informa- 
tion gtvem  by  the  smuggler,  the  boat 
sras  setaedw  This  proceeding  ought  to 
imve  been  brought  belbre  the  local  magis- 
trates, who  knew  all  the  parties.  No  such 
«]tamtnation  however  took  place,  but  two 
infoirmatEoflis  were  filed  against  this  poor 
.man ;  the  first  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
coriog  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel 
thus  seised,,  and  the  next  to  obtain  the 
penalty  of  the  bond  wfakk  every  master  of 


a  ship  roust  give,  that  he  will  ndt  engage 
in  cootrsband.  Now  the  forfeiture  of  the 
petialty  in  the  bond  could  oiily  follow  the 
condemnation  of  the  boat.  Yet  two  in- 
formations were  filed  against  him-*-these 
tivo  informations  were  made  concurrent, 
and  the  trial  came  on  in  the  court  of  Ex- 
chequer. Then  it  wds  that  this  smuggler 
declared  in  courts  that  all  this  was  a  pre^ 
conceited  plan— confessed  lunDuielf  a 
MBugipler—and  stated,  that  he  put  the 
smuggled  articles  into  the  boat  of  Under- 
woodwith  a  predetermination  to  nun  him. 
The  Jury,  as  he  trusted  a  British  jury 
always  would  under  such  circumstances^ 
gave  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  Thus 
one  trial  was  difllposed  of;  but  then  came 
on  thecHher,  and  the  proceedings  in  it 
would  serve  to  show  toe  nature  of  the 
machkiery  of  the  system.  There  was 
not  a  shaao#  of  reason  for  this  secotid  trial. 
The  prosecUtioo  en  the  bond  ought  only 
to  have  followed  the  condemnation  of  the 
vessel.-' ^The  defendant  was  told  that  he 
had  better  dischlu-gO  the  costs,  for  that 
was  the  pui^ose  of  the  other  party  in  going 
on  with  the  second  trial.  However^  be 
resolved  on  going  to  trial,  and  then  on 
l^oing  to  trial,  the  counsel  for  the  crown 
immediatdy  withdrew  the  case.  But  un* 
fortunately  for  the  ddbndant,  the  crown 
was  never  subject  to  oosti*  The  coos»- 
queaoeof  this  was,  that  there  was  saddled 
oO  this  poor  man  d37/«  ofexpenites,  and 
the  only  consolation  giveti  to  him,  in  his 
mined  stale  wsa,  to  be  told  that  he  miffbt 
prosecute  the  informer  for  perjury.  He 
thought  he  had  stated  enough  to  the 
House  to  enable  them  to  judge  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  system  was  carried. 
The  sum  obtained  in  this  way  from  the 
people,  amounted  to  msny  ihonsands  a 
year-^to  a  sum  of  which,  he  should 
not  venture  to  conjecture  the  amount. 
He  hoped  he  had  stated  enough  to  the 
House  to  justify  an  inquiry  into  these 
transactions-^the  facts  were  of  stfch  a 
nature  that  they  oliaUenged  investigation. 
He  had  to  express  his  regret  that  the 
subject  had  not  fallen  to  some  sentleman, 
n^bose  powers  of  mind  could  have  done 
ample  justice  to  it.    But  seme  of  the 

greatest  blessings  conferred  on  mankind 
ed  been  obtained  through  instruments 
as  weak  tfnd  humble  as  himself.  The 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  with  moviag, 
"  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houses 
an  account  of  the  number  of  Informatiomi 
filed  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  under  the 
Customs  and  Excise  lawe^  between  tha 
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l8t  of  Jannafy,  1SI8  aitd  the  Ist  of  Janoary 
1819;  also,  a  return  of  the  result  of 
each  Information,  distinguishing  those 
settled  by  verdict  from  those  upon  a  com- 
promise, with  the  terms  thiereof;  and 
farther,  the  Costs  received  by  the  sdrcitor 
lor  the  prosecution  upon  eftcji  Informa- 
tron,  particularisia^  the  amount  paid  by 
t^  crown  and  by  the  defendant.*' 

The  Attorney  General  said,  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  certainly  bronght  forward 
charges  of  a  most  serious  nature  against 
some  men,  who  had  hitherto  stood  as  high 
in  character,  as  ai>y  man  in  the  country. 
The  hon.  gentleman  attacked  by  his  state- 
ment the  solicitor  of  the  exc^ise-^and  he 
irtso  attacked  by^  that  statement  the  hum- 
ble individual  who  had  then  the  honour  to 
address  the  l^buse^and  not  only  them, 
but  he  had  attacked  the  boards  of  excise 
and  customs— accusing  all  of  them  with 
brroging  on  ph-dsequtions  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  costs,  and  not  for  the  purpose 
of  prot^ctrrtg  the  revenue.  In  the  ^ourt 
of  exchequer 'he  had  himself  been  for  the 
last  5  ^ears,  and  it  had  been  his  fortune 
to  conduct  almost  all  the  prosecutions 
srhich  bad  been  commenced  there.  He 
wo^ld  say  to  the  hon^.  gentleman, — if  he 
meant  to  insinuate  against  him  either  that 
he  had  advised  the  board  out  of  court,  or 
In  that  court,  to  bring  any  action  for  the 
aake  of  costs,  or  that  he  ever  considered 
any  thing  in  the  shape  of  costs,  either  to 
himself  or  to  any  other  person,  or  was 
governed  by  any  other  view  tlian  to  sup- 
press the  abommable  systeip  of  smuggling 
to  protect  the  revenue  and  the  fair  trader 
he  took  leave  to  state,  in  the  face  of  his 
country  and  his  God,  whom  he  called  to 
witness,  that  he  (the  hon.  gentleman} 
stated  that  whicli  was  not  true. — These 
were  not  charges  which  ought  to  be  lightly 
brought  forward,  especially  when  it  was 
considered  that  they  were  not  confined  to 
the  place  where  they  were  brought  for- 
ward, but  went  out,  as  they  ought,  to  the 
whole  country.  They  ought  not  to  be 
lightly  made  by  a  gentleman,  because  he 
happened  to  have  been  himself  legally  em- 
ployed in  some  of  the  cases,  in  some 
parts  of  his  speech  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
certainly  astonished  him.  He  was  a  pro- 
fessional man—- and  yet  he  had  stated,  that 
proceedings  in  a  court  of  justice  to  re- 
cover what  was  due  to  the  crown  ought 
not  to  be  carried  on  in  a  court  of  record^ 
and  before  a  British  jury,  but  before  ma- 
gistrates in  private  [jio,  no!  from  Mr.  D. 
Harvey.]    He  had  understood  the  hon. 


gentleman  to  say,  that  one  of  the  cases 
he  had  brought  forward  ought  to  baye 
been  tried  by  local  magistrates.  Now 
would  the  hon.  gentleman  point  out  bj 
what  law  a  proceeding  on  a  seisure  ought 
to  be  decided  by  local  magistrates  ?  Ine 
hon.  gentleman  nad  talked  of  informations 
in  the  way  in  which  some  persons  talked 
of  informations  tx-offido.  Now  informa- 
tions on  the  part  o^  the  Crown  were  the 
same  as  actions  at  the  suit  of  private  indi« 
viduals.  In  proceeding  aeainst  a  subject, 
the  king  did  not  complam  (It  not  being 
consonant  to  his  dignity  to  do  so]  but 
inform  against  him :  the  term  was  chang- 
ed. <*  If,  said  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, the  hon.  gentleman  trespasses  on 
my  lands,  I,  Samuel  Shepherd  complain 
against  htm.  If  he  trespasses  on  the  king's 
lands,  the  kieg,  by  Samuel  Shepherd,  his 
attorney  informs  against  him.*'  if  the  hon, 
geotleman  could  tell  him,  how  the  king 
could  recover  any  thing  from  a  subject 
except  by  information,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  him.  Mistakes  might  certainly 
be  made  in  commencing  prosecutions  on 
insufficient  evidence,  ana  sometimes  the 
verdict  was  against  the  crown.  But  this 
he  would  say,  that  in  the  last  five  years,' 
in  which  he  had  practised  in  the  court  of 
exchequer,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  ver- 
dicts against  the  Crown  did  not  amoimt 
to  one  in  a  hundred.  Actions  were  never 
instituted  on  vague  suspicions— -the  infor- 
mations were  never  filed,  but  after  aflida- 
vits  of  the  fact.  In  the  court  of  exchequer, 
thebaron*s  fiat  never  went  out,  except 
the  judge  read  the  affidavit  ^  and  he  had 
known  many  instances  in  which  affidavits 
had  been  sworn  before  the  learned  judge» 
which  he  thought  not  sufficient.  He  never 
had  had  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  human 
ingenuity  in  evading  the  revenue  law,  tS! 
he  went  into  the  revenue  law.  With  res- 
pect to  one  of  the  cases  instanced  by  the 
lion,  gentleman,  of  a  person  who  merely 
gave  his  name  to  another  in  a  tea  concern, 
and  became  liable  in  a  penalty  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fault  of  that  person,  what, 
he  would  ask,  would  be  said  of  the  law,  if 
the  principal  in  such  a  case  were  not  to 
be  responsible  ?  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
master  tradesman,  to  see  that  the  persons 
in  his  employ  did  not  offend  against  the 
revenue  laws.  If,  however,  a  person  in 
such  a  case  came  to  the  board  of  excise 
and  they  said  to  him,  as  you  have  not 
been  intentionally  guilty,  you  should  pay 
only  SOL  ought  the  crown  in  such  a  case 
to  pay  all  the  costs  ?    If  a  man  was  inno- 
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cent*  he  ought  to  pay  nothing,  but  if  he 
had  offended  against  tlie  laws,  the  o£Bcers 
of  the  crown  only  did  their  duty  when 
they  saw  that  the  crown  was  reimbursed. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  mentioned  ano- 
ther case  of  a  brewer — all  he  could  say 
was,  that  he  had  never  heard  of  tlie  parti- 
cular case  mentioned  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man. But  he  knew  of  a  number  of  cases 
of  little  brewers  being  convicted  of  manu- 
facturing a  beverage  for  the  lower  orders, 
of  molasses,  treacle,  paradise  seedK, 
coriander  seed,  Coculus  Indicus,  and  si- 
milar materials.  He  never,  however,  had 
known  of  one  great  and  respectable  house 
having  been  engaged  in  that  practice.  But 
though  the  great  traders  supplied  the  be- 
verage as  it  should  be  drunk  by  the  la- 
bourers, the  publicans  and  others  who  re- 
tailed it,  got  It  mixed  with  deleterious  in- 
Sredients  by  fraudulent  brewers ;  and  if 
lese  fraudulent  brewers  were  not  sup- 
plied by  chemists  and  druggists  with 
these  ingredients,  the  thing  could  not  be 
done.  There  were  no  cases  into  which 
he  was  more  desirous  of  going,  than  those 
in  which  those  abuses  took  place.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  mentioned  a  case  in 
which  the  informer  was  not  believed  on 
his  oath.  He  knew  not  if  the  exact  case 
was  in  his  recollection,  but  if  he  recollect- 
ed right,  it  was  this : — A  person  laid  an 
information  against  two  or  three  tea-dea- 
lers, that  they  dealt  in  vegetable  powder. 
In  this  case  the  whole  packages  consisting 
of  Dutch  pink,  sloe  leaves,  &c.  were  for- 
tunately put  on  the  table*  Three  tea- 
brokers,  whom  he  acquitted  of  any  inten- 
tion to  deceive*  said  the  composition  in 
question  was  common  tea.  Being  on  the 
table,  any  juryman  could  take  what  he 
pleased  of  it.  He  had  called  as  a  witness 
a  very  young  man,  who  had  been  engaged 
about  a  year  in  the  manufacture  of  spurious 
tea.  This  young  man  having  an  excellent 
eye,  took  every  one  of  the  samples 
on  the  table  to  the  light,  and  picked  out 
what  was  spurious.  When  the  tea-brokers 
smelt  it,  tney  all  said  they  never  saw  any 
thing  like  that  come  from  China.  When 
an  article  was  seized  and  laid  on  the  table 
he  never  knew  the  crown  to  be  worsted ; 
but  when  otherwise,  the  crown  was  often 
outswom.  In  this  case  from  the  tea  beios; 
on  the  table  the  witness  was  believed, 
but  in  the  case  of  some  coffee  which  was 
seized,  and  for  which  there  was  only  the 
evidence  of  the  same  witness,  the  Jury 
gave  a  verdict  against  the  crown.  With 
respect  to  what  was  said  as  to  the  employ- 


ment of  five  counsel  for  the  crown-i-there 
were  undoubtedly  five  counsel  employed 
— the  attorney  and  solicitor  genera,  two 
king's  counsel,    and  one  junior  counsel* 
it  was  true  that  causes  sometimes  did  not 
take  up  much  time ;  but  there  weremi^y 
whicli  were  of  a  very  different  description. 
When  the  defendant  craved  mercy,  there 
was  often  the  greatest  difficulty  in  deciding 
how  to  act,  in  order  that  when  the  penalty 
was  heavy,   the  person  on  whom  it  fell 
might  be  made  to  feel  it,  yet  not  be  to- 
tally ruined.    Many  men  of  the  lower 
orders  were  engaged  in  smuggling  trans- 
actions for  the  benefit  of  others,  for  whom 
his  heart  ached.    His  object  in  such  cases 
was  to  get  behind  the  curtain,   and  to 
endeavour  to  feel  how,  in  fixing  the  sum, 
he  might  punish  without  inducing  the 
merciless  master  to  leave  the  man  to  his 
fate.    Frequently  seven,  eight,  and  nine 
hours  were  consumed  in  a  cause  in  the 
court  of  exchequer.    It  was  impossible 
that  he  and  his  honourable  and  learned 
friend,  the  solicitor«general,   could  cod« 
stantly  be  there.    Sometimes  his  learned 
friend  was  in  one  place,  and  he  himself 
in  another,  neither  of  them  in  the  court 
of  exchequer ;  and  it  was  necessary  that 
their  place  should  be  supplied  by  able 
counsel,  experienced  in  revenue  proceed- 
ings.   Of  this  he  was  certain,  that  more 
counsel  were  not  employed  now  than  had 
usually  been  employed.    As  to  the  neces- 
sity ol  special  juries,  in  such  cases,  it  was 
to  be  observed,  that  there  was  a  latitude 
in  the  minds  of  men  upon  these  subjects, 
which  rendered  many  persons,  otherwise 
honest,  perfectly  disposed  to  cheat  the 
king,  as  it  was  called.    The  consequence 
of  doing  away  with  specisl  juries  would 
be  thb,  that  if  men  occupied  in  fair  traffic 
were  impanelled,  the   defendant   would 
be  more  than  half  condemned  in  their 
opinion,  and  those  who  indulged  in  such 
practices  themselves,   oueht  not  to  be 
permitted  to  judge  at  all.    He  denied 
that  it  was  or  ever  had  been  the  practice 
of  the  court  of  exchequer,  Qr  of  any  other 
court  in  the  country,  to  pay  the  special 
jurors  more  when  they  found  a  verdict  for 
the  crown,  than  when  they  found  one  for 
the  defendant.    Whether  he  met  with  the 
approbation  of  the  hon.  gentleman  or 
not,  he  could  slate  positively,  on  his  own 
knowledge,  to  the  House,    that  no  pro- 
secutions were  undertaken  in  the  court 
of  exchequer,  with  any  other  view  than 
that  of  recovering  the  penalties  annexed 
by  law  to  tlie  offence  of  smuggling.    As 

§ 


gt(n 


OpiiH  qfExeheqiiet. 


MARdR9«  1819. 


t^i 


to  the  suggestion  of  conducting  sucb*pro- 
ceeditigs  Defore  magistrates,  it  might  be 
ibdVisflAiIe  in  cases  of  small  importance^ 
but  the  court  of  eKchequer  alone  was 
capable  of  meeting  the  greater  and  more 
^Ufficult,  and  those  m  which  -actual  seisures 
were  made. 

^r.  Alderman  Wa&hntan  said,  he  had 
never  in  his  life  risen  lo  offer  his  senti- 
ments with  greater  diffidence  and  re- 
luctance than  on  the  present  occasion. 
He  had  known  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman many  years,  and  he  believed  his 
character  was  composed  of  the  qualities 
<olf  iiindness  and  humanity,  and  that  he 
bad  individoally  ev^  disposition  to  soften 
die  rigours  of  tne  system  his  duty  required 
if  him  to  preside  over.  Most  sorrv  there- 
fore shoula  tie  be  if  any  thing  which  might 
fiiH  from  him  could  be  construed  into  a 
reflection  upon  the  conduct  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman.  Nothing  could 
be  further  from  ^lis  mind,  and  he  thought 
that  the  in^ntton  of  the  mover  of  the 
present  motion  was  also  much  mistaken 
when  it  was  so  interpreted.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  vindicated 
Umself  unnecessarily,  without  answering 
One  of  the  arguments,  or  noticing  one  of 
the  cases  brought  forward  against  the 
■ystem  as  it  now  existed.  If  ne  under- 
•lood  the  complaint  at  all^  it  was  against 
the  system,  yet  the  only  answer  given 
waSf  that  the  system  was  such  as  he  had 
foand  it.  The  attention  of  the  House 
was  now  turned  to  the  state  of  the  penal 
laws  and  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors, 
the  present  question  embraced  a  part  of 
the  same  system,  and  was  equally  deserv- 
ing of  consideration.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  himself  had  given 
notice  of  a  motion  for  the  relief  of  insol- 
▼enl  debtors ;  he  would  ask,  had  the 
Crown  any  mercy  upon  its  insolvents? 
Then  why  not  soften  the  rigour  of  the 
law  with  respect  to  them  also  {  So  con- 
▼meed  had  he  been  of  the  necessity  of  in- 
qniiyand  revision,  that  he  had  himself 
prepared  a  motion  of  the  same  kind,  with- 
out any  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  the 
nover  of  that  ben>re  the  House,  to  which 
he  thought,  without  ten  nunutes  speaking, 
the  House  would  agree.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  maintained  that  the 
•lAjeot  sdbred  nothing,  because  such 
was  the  aUte  of  the  law ;  but  he  could 
himsdf  state  another  case  to  show  that 
the  law  or  the  oractice  required  amend- 
neot.  He  woidd  add,  that  a  person  might 
be^inM^  into  thfa  court  of  exchequer 
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without  knowing  why  he  was  dragged 
there.  He  had  su&red  himself  from  the 
arbitrary  proceedmgs  of  that  court,  having 
been  charged  by  a  base  conspiracy  with 
the  sale  of  an  India  handkerchief,  which 
one  of  his  men  broueht  out  of  a  ship,  and 
which  was  seized  in  nis  house.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  talked  of  robbing 
the  king,  but  he  would  ask  him  to  go 
into  the  courts,  where  probably  he  woiud 
see,  as  he  (Mr.  Waitnman)  did  in  the 
course  pf  the  last  fortnight,  one  of.  the 
judges  pull  an  India  silk  handkerchief  out 
of  his  pocket.  But  to  return  to  the  case  i 
he  was  fined  in  a  penalty  of  200/.  for  this 
alleged  offence.  Aft;erwards,  however^ 
it  was  compromised  for  100^  on  his  inno- 
cence being  proved  by  collecting  the  evi-* 
dence  of  20  or  80  clerks,  who  were  dis* 

Eersed  about  the  country;  but  the  costs 
ad  already  amounted  to  150/.  so  that  it 
would  have  been  better  for  him  to  have 
submitted  to  the  fine  in  the  first  instance^ 
At  least  it  would  have  cost  him  less  by 
50/.  In  another  instance  it  was  rumoured 
generally  for  sis  months  before  it  reachea 
his  ears,  that  he  was  ezchequered  to  the 
amount  of  20,000/.  He  discovered  about 
that  time,  that  informations  to  the  amount 
of  2  or  S,000/.  were  obtained  against  him. 
Yet  from  that  day  to  this,  he  could  not 
find  out  for  what  cause  or  by  whom  the 
information  was  given,  though  it  must 
have  been  given  upon  oath.  He  waa 
visited  by  some  of  the  law  agents  for  the 
crown,  and  solicited  to  submit  and  com« 
promise;  but  he  refused,  because  con« 
scions  of  his  innocence,  and  determined 
to  meet  and  refute  those  charges.  The 
attorney-general,  however,  whose  kind* 
ness  he  acknowledged,  was  so  much 
ashamed  of  the  first  information  that  he 
declined  to  act  upon  this.  [The  attor* 
ney-eeneral  intimated  that  it  was  consi« 
dered  the  hon.  ^ntleman's  partner  had 
been  guilty  of  the  charge  alleged,^  but 
that  he  had  no  part  in  the  transaction.! 
Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  said,  he  could 
trace  every  inch  of  the  goods,  and  that 
not  one  of  them  had  been  contraband. 
He  knew  nothing  of  the  cases  that  had 
been  brought  forward  bv  the  hon.  mover, 
but  he  dia  know  that  tne  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  exdiequer  were  attended 
with  enormous  expense.  If  abuses  did 
exist,  no  gentleman  could  say  that  thoae 
accounts  were  not  necessary;  if  they  didT 
not  exist,  then  should  the  govemment 
itself  come  forward  and  produee  the 
proof.  The  hon*  and  learned  gentlemao^ 
(3Q) 
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instead  of  adopting  guch  a  coarse,  bad 
declined  to  meet  the  arguments  of  the 
hon,  mover,  instead  of  answering  the 
cases  that  were  produced,  he  had  con- 
tented himself  with  the  production  of 
others ;  and  had  sat  down  afler  all  with- 
out informing  the  House  whether  it  was 
his  intentiobi  to  support  or  to  oppose  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  that  the  angry  tone 
in  which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had 
met  the  dear  and  perspicuous  statement 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  behind   him,  he 
supposed  was  meant  as  a  warning  to  all 
who  had  any  complaint  to  make  of  public 
grievances  or  abuses  in  that  House,  to  be 
measured  in  their  language,  and  to  beware 
of  any  exjpression  that  might  by  any  inge- 
nuity or   sophistry,    be    tortured  into  a 
personal  aspersion  on  gentlemen  opposite. 
He  could  not  see  that  any  aspersion  had 
been  uttered  on  this  occasion,  except  it 
might  be  on  persons  connected  with  the 
board  of  excise.    On  the  contrary,  the 
hon.  gentleman  behind  him  had  said,  that 
the  hon.    and  learned  gentleman    had 
always  discharged  his  duty  in  a  manner 
whico  was  highly  creditable  to  him.    For 
bis  own  part,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  his 
saying,  tnat  there  was  no  man  at  the  bar 
for  whom  he  had  more  respect  than  for 
Ais  hon.  and  learned  friend  opposite.    He 
had  listened  with  great  jealousy  to  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  he 
conceived  that  every  one  ought  to  listen 
to  such  statements  with  jealousy,  because 
they  were  ex-parte ;  and  he  had  waited 
patiently  to  hear  what  answer  would  be 
made.    He  knew,  burthened  as  the  coun- 
try was  with  taxes,  that  the  revenue  could 
not  be  supported  without  rigorous  mea- 
sures ;    and  therefore  he  should  not  have 
listened  to  the  attack  made  on  the  system, 
unless  he  had  been  convinced  that  it  could 
be  carried    on    without  those  severities 
which   were   complained   of.    The   hon. 
gentleman    who     brought    forward    the 
motion  had  stated  instances  of  great  un- 
necessary expense  and  hardship  to  indi- 
viduals, and  not  one  of  those  cases  had 
been  contradicted  or  explained  by  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend.    The  first  case  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  gentleman  was  one  of 
great  hardship.    A   man  pleads   guilty, 
and  offers  first  10/.,  then  201.  and  receives 
a  hint  that  he  may  get  off  for  30/.,  and 
paying  the  costs ;  but  the  costs  amount  by 
that  time  to  56L    He  would  ask,  whether 
any  man  in  the  House,  who  heard  that 
the  expenses  had  amounted  to  56^  before 


the  trial  would  «iy  that  this  did  not  re- 
quire investigation.  The  full  penalty  was 
only  100/.;  and  since  he  was  to  pay  a  mi- 
tigated fine  of  SO/,  and  SGI.  of  costs,  the 
individual  charged  thought,  and  very 
naturally,  that  he  might  as  well  stand  his 
trial.  As  to  special  juries*  he  differed  ia 
opinion  from  the  hon.  eentleman  behind 
him,  and  thought.that  m  such  cases  they 
were  necessary ;  but  what  he  wished  to 
know  was,  why  a  man  who  pleaded  guilty 
should  be  compelled  to  go  into  court,  and 
why  five  counsel  should  then  be  necessary:. 
The  next  case  was  one  of  a  different  de- 
scription. The  poor  youth  is  entrapped^ 
and  the  man  of  the  ^op  inquires  into  the 
case  and  cannot  understand  how  he  is 
liable.  He  goes,  however,  to  trial, 
and  it  is  proved  that  the  informer 
is  so  injured  in  character,  that  the  jury 
find  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  When 
such  a  case  was  stated,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  how  any  one  could  deny  that 
the  system  was  bad.  The  third  case  waa 
that  in  which  a  smuggler  had  plotted  the 
destruction  of  another  man.    The  boa. 

fentleman  thought  that  this  case  might 
ave  been  tried  m  another  court ;  but  the 
attorney-general  said  it  could  not;  and  he 
therefore  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was 
right  to  bring  it  into  the  court  of  Exche- 
quer.   The  man  is  acquitted  of  any  inten- 
tion of  smuggling,  but  then  there  is  ano- 
ther information  to  recover  the  penalty  on 
the  bond.    Thus   two  informations   had 
been  filed,  although  it  followed  logically, 
that  if  the  first  was  disproved,  the  other 
could  not  be   maintained?    Was  it  not 
strange,  that  before  the  issue  was  known, 
there  should  have  been  two  informations 
filed?— [The  attorney-general  here  made 
a  remark  across  the  table.]— It  was  very 
odd  if  he  was  wrong,  for  he  onlj'  men- 
tioned the  circumstances  of  the  case  at 
stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman  behind  him, 
and  which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man had  forgot  to  answer  in  his  speech. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  see  that 
the  severe  >  system  which  it  was  perhaps 
necessary  to  support  should   be  carried 
into  effect  with  as  little  abuse  as  possible* 
With  this  impression,  he  did  not  antici- 
pate any  objection  to  the  motion.    He 
supposed  that  it  would  be  granted.    [No ! 
from  th^  attorney-general.]    Then  it  waa 
to  be  understood  that  the  opposition  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  to  the 
motion  increased   in   proportion  as  the 
speeches  in  its  favour  multiplied.    There 
haA  been  three  speeehea  for  it,  and  opljr 
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only  one  against  it ;  and  yet  ^e  resistance 
of  tnehon.  and  learned  gentleman  seemed 
to  be  more  decided  than  at  first.  He 
could  not  conceive  that  it  could  do  barm 
to  a  human  being.  It  was  merely  intended 
to  procure  information,  and  not  to  fix 
blame  on  any  one ;  yet  the  gentlemen  op* 
posite  had  come  down  to  resist  it,  pro- 
vided with  every  thing  but  reasons  for 
their  resistance.  They  had  all  the  machi- 
nery and  apparatus  of  debate,  excepting 
only  the  arguments.  It  was  to  be  hoped, 
faowever,  that  they  would  condescend  in 
time  to  show  what  inconvenience  would 
attend  the  passing  of  the  motion  ;  for,  on 
the  other  side,  cases  of  hardship  were 
made  out  which  had  received  no  contra- 
diction. In  the  minds  of  reasonable  men 
tfiere  could  be  no  possible  objection  to 
grant  complete  information  in  a  case 
where  such  hardships  occurred,  as  might 
lay  grounds  for  the  interference  of  parlla- 
ttenL 

The  Solicitor  General  contended,  that 
there  were  no  grounds  laid  before  the 
House  to  induce  it  to  assent  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  gentleman.  He  main- 
tained that  the  hon.  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion  had  cast  an  imputation  on  the 
manner  in  which  prosecutions  were  con- 
ducted by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend. 
He  had  distinctly  stated,  that  even  when 
cases  got  into  the  court  of  Exchequer, 
tliey  were  conducted  there  not  with  a  view 
to  the  penalties,  but  to  the  accumulation 
of  costs.  With  respect,  therefore,  to  the 
warmth  displayed  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  in  repelling  the  accusation  with 
which  the  mover  had  charged  him,  he 
could  not  but  consider  it  as  justifiable  and 
highly  proper,  particularly  as  the  solicitors 
of  the  excise  were  branded  with  an  impu- 
tation disparaging  to  their  character.  The 
offers  of  composition  never  came  from  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  but  were  al- 
ways made  by  the  defendants.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  certainly  mistook  the 
tendency  of  the  arguments  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  whose  entire  speech 
was  against  the  motion.  He  had  come 
unprepared  on  this  Question  to  the  House, 
and  aid  not,  thererore,  expect  to  have 
the  honour  of  addressing  it  this  night ;  but 
he  would,  however,  endeavour  to  follow 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  relation  to 
the  three  cases  which  he  had  enumerated. 
The  first  was,  that  of  an  individual  who 
lent  1,00(V.  and  his  name  to  a  person  who 
was  detected  selling  vegetable  power.  If 
the  prosecution  against  hioi|   who  ap- 
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peared  the  ostensible  person,  was  to  be 
quashed  on  the  ground  stated,  to  what 
situation  would  the  excise  be  reduced? 
No  more  would  then  be  requisite  towards 
deceiving  it,  and  rendering  all  its  proceed- 
ings nugatory,  than  to  have  the  name  of 
another  as  proprietor  to  use  when  any  in- 
formation was  about  to  be  filed.— The 
next  was  the  case  of  a  brewer,  who  was 
said  to  have  entrapped  persons  by  pur- 
chasing ^  molasses  from  them.    The  de- 
fendant in  this  case,  did  not  prove  any 
illegal  combination  among  the  witnesses, 
but  as  it  appeared  that  the  person  who 
was  stated  to  be  the  brewer,  was  not 
known  as  such,  a  verdict  was  therefore 
found  for  the  defendant.   Would  the  hon. 
member  contend  from  one  acquittal  in  a 
hundred  cases,  that   the   commissioners 
were  to  blame  for  proceeding  in  the  other 
ninety- nine  ?    If  this  argument  was  valid, 
no  system  could  stand.  It  was  utterly  impos- 
sible for  any  man  who  went  into  a  court  of 
justice  to  predicate,  with  certainty,  how 
the  case  would  terminate ;  and  if  no  pro- 
secutions were  to  take  place  unless  where 
there  was  a  certainty  of  conviction,  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  carry  on 
any  prosecution.    With  respect   to  the 
case  of  the  smuggler,  which  was  said  by 
.  the  hon.  gentleman  to  be  a  great  hardship, 
because  two  informations  had  been  filed 
against  him,  instead  of  being  a  hardship, 
it  would  in  fact  turn  out  to  be  much  m 
his  favour ;  for  as  the  same  evidence  would 
be  requisite  towards  proving  in  the  case  of. 
the  bond  as  in  that  of  the  information,  it 
followed  in  case  of  an  acquittal,  or  of  an 
opposite  verdict,  that  the  costs  would  be 
much  less  than  if  the  witnesses  were  all 
obliged  to  attend  at  two  separate  trials. 
He  defied  the  hon.  member  to  prove  that 
offers  of  composition  ever  came  from  the 
officers  of  the  Crown.    On  the  contrary, 
defendants  finding  that  the  cases  were 
clearly  against  them,  after  the  best  advice, 
applied  frequently  that  the  costs  might 
not  be  exacted,    and  that  part  of  the 
penalty  might  be  remitted.    He  regretted 
much  that  the  worthy  alderman  should 
have  introduced  a  personal  case  to  the 
notice  of  the  House.    Pk'oceedings,  it 
appeared,  had  been  instituted  against  the 
worthy  alderman  for  having  illicit  goods  in 
his  shop,  and  he  asserted  that  those  pro- 
ceedings had  been  founded  in  the  grossest, 
perjury.    If  such  were  the  case,  why  did 
not  the  worthy  alderman  proceed  against 
those  perjored  conspirators  against  his 
property  and  character,  at  law }    It  was 
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instead  of  adopting  guch  a  course,  bad 
declined  to  meet  the  arguments  of  the 
hon.  mover,  instead  of  answering  the 
cases  that  were  produced,  he  had  con- 
tented himself  with  the  production  of 
others  ;  and  had  sat  down  after  all  with- 
out informing  the  House  whether  it  was 
his  intention,  to  support  or  to  oppose  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Tiernei^  said,  that  the  angry  tone 
in  which  his  hon.  and  learned  fnend  had 
met  the  dear  and  perspicuous  statement 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  behind   him,  he 
supposed  was  meant  as  a  warning  to  all 
who  had  any  complaint  to  make  of  public 
grievances  or  abuses  in  that  House,  to  be 
measured  in  their  language,  and  to  beware 
of  any  expression  that  might  by  any  inge- 
nuity or   sophistry,    be    tortured  into  a 
personal  aspersion  on  gentlemen  opposite. 
He  could  not  see  that  any  aspersion  had 
been  uttered  on  this  occasion,  except  it 
might  be  on  persons  connected  with  the 
board  of  excise.    On  the  contrary,  the 
hon.  gentleman  behind  him  had  said,  that 
the  hon.    and  learned  gentleman    had 
always  discharged  his  duty  in  a  manner 
which  was  highly  creditable  to  him.    For 
his  own  part,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  his 
saying,  that  there  was  no  man  at  the  bar 
for  whom  he  had  more  respect  than  for 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  opposite.    He 
had  listened  with  great  jealousy  to  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  he 
conceived  that  every  one  ought  to  listen 
to  such  statements  with  jealousy,  because 
the^  were  ex-parte ;  and  he  had  waited 
patiently  to  bear  what  answer  would  be 
inade.    He  knew,  burthened  as  the  coun- 
try was  with  taxes,  that  the  revenue  could 
not  be  supported  without  rigorous  mea- 
sures ;    and  therefore  he  should  not  have 
listened  to  the  attack  made  on  the  system, 
unless  he  had  been  convinced  that  it  could 
be  carried    on    without   those  severities 
which   were   complained   of.    The   hon. 
gentleman    who     brought    forward    the 
motion  had  stated  instances  of  great  un- 
necessary expense  and  hardship  to  indi- 
viduals, and  not  one  of  those  cases  had 
been  contradicted  or  explained  by  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend.    The  first  case  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  gentleman  was  one  of 
great  hardship.    A   man  pleads   guilty, 
and  offers  first  10/.,  then  20/.  and  receives 
a  hint  that  he  may  get  off  for  30/.,  and 
paying  the  costs ;  but  the  costs  amount  by 
that  time  to  561.    He  would  ask,  whether 
any  man  in  the  House,  who  heard  that 
the  expenses  had  amounted  to  56/.  before 


the  trial  would  -say  that  this  did  not  re- 
quire investigation.    The  full  penalty  was 
only  100/.;  and  since  he  was  to  pay  a  mi- 
tigated fine  of  30/.  and  56/.  of  costs,  the 
individual    charged    thought,   and   very 
naturally,  that  he  might  as  well  stand  his 
trial.    As  to  special  juries,  he  differed  ifi 
opinion  from  the  hon.  gentleman  behind 
him,  and  thought.that  m  such  cases  they 
were  necessary ;  but  what  he-  wished  to 
know  was,  why  a  man  who  pleaded  guilty 
should  be  compelled  to  go  into  court,  and 
why  five  counsel  should  then  be  necessary:. 
The  next  case  was  one  of  a  different  de- 
scription.   The  poor  youth  is  entrapped^ 
and  the  man  of  tne  shop  inquires  into  the 
case  and  caimot  understand  how  he  is 
liable.      He   goes,    however,    to    trial, 
and    it   is    proved    that    the   informer 
is  so  injured  in  character,  that  the  jury 
find  a  verdict  for  the .  defendant.    When 
such  a  case  was  stated,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  how  any  one  could  deny  that 
the  system  was  bad.    The  third  case  was 
that  in  which  a  smuggler  had  plotted  the 
destruction  of  another  man.    The  hoa. 
gentleman  thought  that  this  case  might 
have  been  tried  in  another  court ;  but  the 
attorney-general  said  it  could  not;  and  he 
therefore  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was 
right  to  bring  it  into  the  court  of  Exche- 
quer.   The  man  is  acquitted  of  any  inten- 
tion of  smuggling,  but  then  there  is  ano- 
ther information  to  recover  the  penalty  on 
the  bond.    Thus   two  informations  had 
been  filed,  although  it  followed  logically, 
that  if  the  first  was  disproved,  the  other 
could  not  be   maintained?    Was  it  not 
strange,  that  before  the  issue  was  known, 
there  should  have  been  two  informations 
filed?— [The  attorney-eeneral  here  made 
a  remark  across  the  table.]— It  was  very 
odd  if  he  was  wrong,  for  he  only  men- 
tioned the  circumstances  of  the  case  as 
stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman  behind  him, 
and  which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man had  forgot  to  answer  in  his  speech. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  see  that 
the  severe-  system  which  it  was  perhaps 
necessary  to  support  should  be  carried 
into  effect  with  as  little  abuse  as  possible. 
With  this  impression,  he  did  not  antici- 
pate any  objection  to  the  motion.    He 
supposed  that  it  would  be  granted.   [No  1 
from  thj^  attorney-general.]    Then  it  was 
to  be  understood  that  the  opposition  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  to  the 
motion  increased   in   proportion  as  the 
speeches  in  its  favour  multiplied.    There 
had  been  three  speeehee  for  it,  and  oply 
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only  one  agairtst  it ;  and  yet  ^e  resistance 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  seemed 
to  be  more  decided  than  at  first.  He 
could  not  conceive  that  it  could  do  harm 
to  a  human  being.  It  was  merely  intended 
to  procure  information,  and  not  to  fix 
blame  on  any  one ;  yet  the  gentlemen  op- 
posite  had  come  down  to  resist  it,  pro- 
vided with  every  thing  but  reasons  for 
their  resistance.  They  had  all  the  machi- 
Bery  and  apparatus  of  debate,  excepting 
only  the  arguments.  It  was  to  be  hoped, 
however,  that  they  would  condescend  in 
time  to  show  what  inconvenience  wo'uld 
attend  the  passing  of  the  motion  ;  for,  on 
the  other  side,  cases  of  hardship  were 
made  out  which  had  received  no  contra- 
diction. In  the  minds  of  reasonable  men 
there  could  be  no  possible  objection  to 
grant  complete  information  in  a  case 
where  such  hardships  occurred,  as  might 
lay  grounds  for  the  interference  of  parlia- 
ttent. 

The  Solicitor  General  contended,  that 
there  were  no  grounds  laid  before  the 
House  to  induce  it  to  assent  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  gentleman.  He  main- 
tained that  the  hon,  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion  had  cast  an  imputation  on  the 
manner  in  which  prosecutions  were  con- 
ducted by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend. 
He  had  distinctly  stated,  that  even  when 
cases  got  into  the  court  of  Exchequer, 
tliey  were  conducted  there  not  with  a  view 
to  the  penalties,  but  to  the  accumulation 
of  costs.  With  respect,  therefore,  to  the 
warmth  displayed  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  in  repelling  the  accusation  with 
which  the  mover  had  charged  him,  he 
could  not  but  consider  it  as  justifiable  and 
highly  proper,  particularly  as  the  solicitors 
of  the  excise  were  branded  with  an  impu- 
tation disparaging  to  their  character.  The 
offers  of  composition  never  came  from  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  but  were  al- 
ways made  by  the  defendants.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  certainly  mistook  the 
tendency  of  the  arguments  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  whose  entire  speech 
was  against  the  motion.  He  had  come 
unprepsred  on  this  ouestion  to  the  House, 
and  did  not,  therefore,  expect  to  have 
the  honour  of  addressing  it  this  night ;  but 
he  would,  however,  endeavour  to  follow 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  relation  to 
the  three  cases  which  he  had  enumerated. 
The  first  was,  that  of  an  individual  who 
lent  IflOOl.  and  his  name  to  a  person  who 
WW  detected  sdling  vegetable  power.  If 
Ihe  proaecutlon  against  hioi|   who  ap- 


peared  the  ostensible  person,  was  to  be 
quashed  on  the  ground  stated,  to  what 
situation  would  the  excise  be  reduced? 
No  more  would  then  be  requisite  towards 
deceiving  it,  and  rendering  all  its  proceed- 
ings nugatory,  than  to  have  the  name  of 
another  as  proprietor  to  use  when  any  in- 
formation was  about  to  be  filed.— The 
next  was  the  case  of  a  brewer,  who  was 
said  to  have  entrapped  persons  by  pur- 
chasing •  molasses  from  tnem.    The  de- 
fendant in  this  case,  did  not  prove  any 
illegal  combination  among  the  witnesses, 
but  as  it  appeared  that  the  person  who 
was  stated  to  be  the  brewer,  was  not 
known  as  such,  a  verdict  was  therefore 
found  for  the  defendant.  Would  the  hon. 
member  contend  from  one  acquittal  in  a 
hundred  cases,  that   the   commissioners 
were  to  blame  for  proceeding  in  the  other 
ninety- nine  ?    If  this  argument  was  valid, 
no  system  could  stand.  It  was  utterly  impos- 
sible for  any  man  who  went  into  a  court  of 
justice  to  predicate,  with  certainty,  how 
the  case  would  terminate ;  and  if  no  pro- 
secutions were  to  take  place  unless  where 
there  was  a  certainty  of  conviction,  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  carry  on 
any  prosecution.    With  respect   to  the 
case  of  the  smuggler,  which  was  said  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  be  a  great  hardship, 
because  two  informations  had  been  filed 
against  him,  instead  of  being  a  hardship, 
it  would  in  fact  turn  out  to  be  much  m 
his  favour ;  for  as  the  same  evidence  would 
be  requisite  towards  proving  in  the  case  of. 
the  bond  as  in  that  of  the  information,  it 
followed  in  case  of  an  acquittal,  or  of  an 
opposite  verdict,  that  the  costs  would  be 
much  less  than  if  the  witnesses  were  all 
obliged  to  attend  at  two  separate  trials. 
He  defied  the  hon.  member  to  prove  that 
ofiers  of  composition  ever  came  from  the 
officers  of  the  Crown.    On  the  contrary, 
defendants  finding  that  the  cases  were 
clearly  against  them,  after  the  best  advice, 
applied  frequently  that  the  costs  might 
not  be  exacted,    and  that  part  of  the 
penalty  might  be  remitted.    He  regretted 
much  that  the  worthy  alderman  should 
have  introduced  a  personal  case  to  the 
notice  of  the  House.    Proceedings,  it 
appeared,  had  been  instituted  against  the 
worthy  alderman  for  having  illicit  goods  in 
his  shop,  and  he  asserted  that  those  pro- 
ceedings had  been  founded  in  the  grossest, 
perjury.    If  such  were  the  case,  why  did 
not  the  worthy  alderman  proceed  against 
those  peijored  conspirators  against  hie 
property  and  character,  at  law  {    It  wai 
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not  dispute  ibis,  but,  he  was  ready  to  |>ro« 
duce  twenty  verdicts  for  defendants  with- 
in the  last  year,  and  therefore  there  most 
haie  been  the  enormous  number  of  2,000 
prosecutions.  The  attorney-general  had 
said  that  magistrates  had  not  Uie  power  of 
seizing  ships.      He  would  not  have  the 

Jiresumption  to  contend  with  the  hon.  and 
earned  gentleman  on  the  subject  of  acts 
of  parliament ;  but  while  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment existed,  empowering  magistrates  to 
seize  ships  of  a  certain  burthen,  he  must 
say  that  they  had  the  power.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  said,  that  the 
cases  were  brbught  into  the  exchequer  for 
publicity ;  yet  they  had  since  been  told 
that  such  was  their  tender  regard  to  the 
defirauders  whom  they  had  prosecuted, 
that  their  names  must  not  be  known.  The 
expenses  were  enormous,  and  quite  tmne- 
cessary,  for  one  half  of  the  cases  were 
compromised.  When  the  proof  was  clear 
and  complete,  why  employ  five  counsel  ? 
Compromises,  too,  were  generally  entered 
into,  solely  in  order  to  avoid  the  certain 
ruin  to  a  man's  credit  that  attended  his 
prosecution  in  the  Exchequer. 

The  House  then  divided:  Ayes,  54; 
Noes,  72:  Majority  against  the  motion,  18. 

last  of  the  Minority, 

Althorp,  viscount  Maule,  hon.  W. 

firougliam,  Henry  Macleod,  Rodk. 

Barham,  J.  F.  Monck,  sir  C. 

Bamett,  James  Moore,  Peter 

Bemal,  Ralph  Newport,  sir  J. 

Calvert,  N,  Newman,  R.  W. 

ChurchUl,  lord  C.  Phillips,  C.  M. 

Calcraft,  John  Philips,  George 
Clifton,  lord               ~  Philips,  G,  jun. 

Dickinson,  W.  Power,  Richard 

Dundas,  Thomas  Palmer,  C.  F. 

Dav  ies,  col .  Pares,  Thomas 

Ellice,  Edward  Price,  Robert 

Ebrington,  lord  Ricardo,  D. 

Farrand,  Robert  Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 

Griffiths,  J.  W.  Robarts,  W.  T. 

Guise,  sir  W.  Smith,  hon.  R. 

Grenfell,  Pascoe  Sefton,  earl  of 

Honeywood,  W.  P.  Smith,  William 

Hume,  Joseph  Thorp,  alderman 

Hurst,  Robert  Tierney,  right  hon.  G. 

Hutchinson,  hon.  C.  Wilkins,  w. 

King,  sir  John  D.  Wilson,  sir  R. 

Kennedy,  T.  F.  Williams,  W. 
Lambton,  J.  G.  Tbllers. 

Latouche,  John  Harvey,  D.  W. 

Merest,  W.  Waithman,  alderman 
Maxwell,  John 
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Mr.  Wynnrote  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bin  for  the  regulation  of  Mad-houses, 
and  observed,  that  as  this  subject  had  been 
already  several  times  before  the  House, 
he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  long  to  tres- 
pass upon  its  attention.  It  would  be  re- 
collected, that  some  years  ago,  the  report 
of  a  committee  had  been  laid  befoie  the 
House,  detailing  such  scenes  of  misery 
and  wretchedness  in  mad-houses,  as  had 
perhaps  never  been  paralleled ;  and  after 
such  an  expos6,  it  was  the  obvious  duty 
of  the  House  to  follow  up  the  report  by 
the  adoption  of  some  legislative  measure, 
calculated  to  put  an  end  to  the  evils  com- 
j^lained  of.  There  was,  however,  no 
fault  to  be  found  with  the  conduct  of  that 
House ;  for  it  had  done  its  duty,  by  re* 
peatedly  sending  up  a  bill  to  the  other 
House  of  parliament,  which  that  House 
thought  proper  to  reject.  He  believed  it 
was  not  irregular  to  advert  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  other  House  in  a  former  par- 
liament; and  he  could  not  forbear  from 
remarking,  that  no  reason  was  at  any  time 
publicly  stated  in  that  House  for  rejecting 
the  bills  alluded  to.  He  was  indeed  at  a 
loss  to  divine  the  grounds  upon  which  such 
rejections  took  place ;  and  as  none  were 
urged,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
persist  in  its  purpose  of  legislating,  with 
a  view  to  correct  the  enormous  evils, 
which,  upon  full  inquiry  before  a  com- 
mittee, were  demonstrated  to  exist.  Many 
of  the  evils  described  in  the  report  of  that 
committee  had  been  removed  or  abated ; 
but,  too  many  of  those  evils  still  existed. 
The  regulations  desired  were  not  generally 
adopted ;  and  a  proper  system  of  regimen 
and  control  was  not  yet  established.  No 
effectual  provisions,  indeed,  with  a  view 
to  that  establishment,  had  yet  been  en- 
acted ;  for  it  appeared,  that  although  no 
mad-houses  could  be  legallv  opened,  with- 
out a  license  from  the  college  of  physi- 
cians, that  body  was  not  in  possession  of 
funds  to  prosecute  such  as  might  violate 
the  law.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
proposed  by  the  bill  which  he  meant  to 
bring  in,  that  a  general  board  of  inspec- 
tion for  mad*houses  should  be  appointed, 
and  that  the  members  of  that  board  should 
be  at  liberty  to  visit  such  houses  through- 
out the  country  at  different  and  uncertain 
times,  BO  as  to  ascertain  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  conducted,  and  to  report 
any  existing  evil  to  the  board,  iniich 
should  be  invested  with  powers  to  enforce 
their  correction.  There  was  a  provision 
in  the  existing  law,  that  no  lunatic  should 
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be  taken  into  any  tnad*bouie»  without  a 
statement  of  the  name  of  such  lunatic, 
with  that  of  the  person  bv  whom  he  was 
sent  10,  and  the  degree  or  relationship  of 
such  person  to  the  lunatic,  together  with 
a  medical  certificate  as  to  the  nature  of 
his  disease.  Now,  he  understood  that 
tbds  provision  was  not  unfrequently  evaded 
by  a  mis-statement  of  the  name  of  the 
lunatic ;  and  it  was  one  of  the  objects  of 
his  proposed  bill  to  impose  a  penalty  upon 
all  such  wilful  mis-statements.  He  had 
been  told,  that  one  of  the  objections  to 
the  former  bills  upon  this  subject  in  the 
other  House  was,  the  proposition  to  have 
a  board  of  inspection  appointed  in  each 
county,  at  the  general  ouarter  sessions. 
Upon  what  valid  ground  this  objection 
was  entertained,  he  could  not  well  con- 
ceive ;  but  he  was  not  unwilling  to  have 
the  power  of  making  such  appoinments 
vested  elsewhere.  Another  provision  in 
the  former  bills,  which  he  heard  was  par- 
ticularly  obiected  to  in  the  other  House, 
was  this,  that  any  house,  having  only  a 
a  single  lunatic,  should  be  bound  to  make 
a  return  of  the  name  and  situation  of  such 
lunatic  to  the  ofBce  of  the  secretary  o( 
state  for  the  home  department,  to  be  there 
registered ;  and  that  such  register  should 
be  open  to  inspection  only  by  the  secre« 
tary  of  state's  permission,  upon  special 
application  made  to  him  for  that  purpose^ 
He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  the  feeling 
Qf  delicacy  and  tenderness  for  private  fa- 
milies, upon  which  this  objection  rested, 
was  entitled  to  due  consideration.  But 
let  it  be  recollected,  that  a  person  might 
be  so  confined,  without  any  medical  cer- 
tificate, and  that  great  abuses  might  arise 
out  of  the  toleration  of  sudi  a  system. 
To  gusrd,  then,  against  such  abuses,  he 
thought  it  indispensably  necessary  that 
tome  plan  should  be  adopted  for  register- 
ing the  names  of  all  persons  so  confined.' 
For  in  case  it  should  be  required,  by  any 
rehition  of  any  such  person,  to  ascertain 
his  actual  condition,  now  could  he  pro- 
ceed to  do  so  ?  If  not  enabled  to  know 
the  place  of  his  confinement,  to  whom 
was  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  address  a 
Habeas  Corpus  to  bring  up  any  lunatic, 
or  alleged  lunatic,  for  exaonnation  ?  He 
proposed,  then,  that  a  register  should  be 
established  under  the  control  of  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  through  whose  permii- 
sion  alone  such  register  shoidd  be  in- 
spected. This  arrangement  was  the  more 
necessary,  as  he  understood  (hat  many 
instances  had  occurred  in  which  persons 


so  confined  had  been  kept  under  lestraint 
long  after  their  disease  had  been  removed. 
But  the  unnecessary  continuation  of  such 
restraint  was  not  uncommon  in  ^e  several 
private  mad-houses.  Such  instances  of 
abuse  had  indeed  been  found  to  occur  even 
in  the  mad-house  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Bakewell,  of  Staffiordshira,  which 
was  confessedly  one  of  the  best  regnlaled 
houses  in  England.  The  hon.  gentleman 
concluded  with  moving  for  leare  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  repealing  the  acts  of  the  14tn 
and  55th  of  the  king  with  respect  to  mad- 
houses ;  and  for  making  other  provisiono 
for  the  better  r^ulatlon  of  such  houses.*-* 
Leave  was  accordingly  given. 

ExcHSQuxR  Balances.]  Onthemo« 
tion,  that  the  committee  of  supply  be  de- 
ferred till  Friday, 

Mr.  GrenfeU  said,  that  the  observatioo* 
made  on  a  former  evening  by  the  chan« 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  on  the  subject  of 
the  Bank  balances,  and  his  statements  of 
what  they  were  likely  to  produce  to  the 
public,  had  created  strong  impressions  in 
and  out  of  doors,  and  that  those  impres«^ 
sions  had  .led  to  the  greatest  errors  and 
delusions.  He  would  appeal  to  the  House, 
whether  the  conclusion  which  might  have 
been  fairly  drawn  from  what  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  said  on  the  2nd  of 
February,  and  on  last  Friday,  was  not  that 
6,000,000^  would  be  avaikble  to  the  pul^ 
he  services  in  the  way  he  had  then  de- 
scribed ?  This  was  the  impression  which 
had  been  made  upon  him.  This  was  the 
conclusion  he  had  drawn ;  and  he  fondly 
imagined  that  he  should  have  no  more 
occasion  to  impress  the  propriety  of  such 
a  measure  upon  the  House.  In  this  opi- 
nion he  haa  continued  down  to  a  late 
period  on  Monday ;  and  he  called  upon 
every  member  present,  who  had  heard  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  to  say,  whether 
such  was  not  the  opinion  which  each  of 
them  had  formed  ?  But  what  was  the  fact? 
It  was  this,  and  he  would  stake  his  credit 
upon  the  truth  of  it;  that  instead  of 
6,000,000/.  being  applicable  to  the  service 
of  the  public,  in  the  way  which  had  been 
stated,  the  House  would  find,  that  the 
public  would  not  have  the  benefit  of  half 
that  sum.  He  would  sute  fiuther,  that 
of  the  heads  of  bahmces,  which  amounted 
to  96,  the  public  would  only  derive  benefit 
from  one.  From  all  the  others  they  were  to 
be  excluded,  and  the  whole  of  what  was 
intended  to  applr  to  their  service  was  only 
a  deposit  of  exchequer  bills.    He  would 
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tOHBMrniw  move  for  certBiii  papen  f^ich 
wovld  more  dearly  explaiQ  tnis  matter  to 
the  Hoiue. 

Ifr.  LmMngtoH  regretted  that  tbe  both 
neraber  had  not  deliqred  his  remarks 
UBtfl  the  diaacctier  of  the  exche^foer  waa 
in  hit  place.  For  h»  own  part,  he  had  no 
hMitatioH  in  fayioff,  that  the  6,000,000^. 
wmild  be  applicable  to  the  service  of  the 
pvUie,  and  that  the  result  would  prove 
Che  corteoteesa  of  hia  rigN  hoe.  friend's 
cakailadoiK 

Mr.  Tiem^  remarked,  that  Ihs  hoti. 
ifieiid  bad  savff  no  move  than  what  would 
aun  oat  to  be  the  feet,  nantely,  that  ^e# 
all  the  boasting  about  the  6,000,000/.  theve 
would  not  be  a  sum  of  more  than 
8iO0(VO0O^  or  fr^m  that  to  4^000,000/., 
aoapplicaUs;. 

Mr.  Maherly  conceived  that  the  whole 
Biihjact  wotdd  be  found  to  have  been  mis- 
anted  or  mistaken,  as'fiir  aa  the  advan^ 
ei^ea  to  be  derived  by  tbi»  Miblic  were 
conoemed;  The  fhct  was,  tnat  of  these 
SflMfiM^  diere wouUbe S«fK)(),0OM.to 
pay  the  arrear  of  the  ooMiolidated  fund ; 
•ail  that,  \a  older  to  pay  the  Bank  the 
aum  doe  to  them,  it  would  be  necesMry, 
iiteddition  to  the  remamiDg. sum,  to  take 
90e^00Q(r  from  the  ways  and  means  of  the 
year. 

Mr.  HttiitiMvi'Saidythat  itmigktnodoubl! 
beneoesaarytoapplyapart  of  &e  ways  and 
nnQs  of  the  year  to  the  liquidation  of  the 
8,000,000/.  due  to  the  Bank,  It  should 
be  fecoUected,  however,  that  aa  it  wot 
determined  to  discharge  that  debt,  it 
wo«M  have  been  necessary  to  take  the 
w4eie  sum.  o«t  of  these  ways  and  meaoa, 
if  It' were  not  for  his  riffht  hon*  fHend's 
proposed  application  of  the  public  ba- 
lanoea  alluded  to.  But  the  fact  was,  that 
thia  application  itself  constituted  a  part  of 
the  ways  and  means  for  the  year. 

MvTiNY  BiiL.]  On  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  bill. 

Sir  /mac  Cfffin  expi^BSsed  a  desire  to 
assimilate  the  proceedings  in  courts«martial 
in  the  army  to  those  in  courts-martial  in 
the  navy,  ui  the  latter  service  the  sentence 
waa  declared  immediately,  and  in  open 
court ;  in  the  former  it  was  referred  to  the 
inspection  and  coosideratton  of  the  com* 
maddap-in-ohief,  and  was  not  in  some 
cales  declared  till  six  months' after  the' 
altting  of  the  court-martial.  Rethought 
it  neither  conaistent  wHh  low  orjoance 
ttaitt  saeh  v  praoUee  afaouid  be  allowed  to 
contiBQe.    No  imip'  ememised  a  higher 


opinioh  of  the  present  commandef-ln-cbieT 
Chan  h^  did ;  and  he  did  not  wish  to  make 
the  sligbteift  intltiuation  agaiost  that  ex- 
alted individaal ;  but  still  he  thought  the 
present  practice  was  most  fiafuUy,  and 
sacb  fifs  ought  to  be  instaotiv  amended. 

Lord  Falmerston  said,  that  when  the 
proper  time  arrived,  he  trusted  he  couid 
adduce  sati^uctory  reasons  for  the  exist- 
ence of  the  present  practice  in  military 
C0UH3  martial. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thwrada^t  March  11 « 

CoB^PlAf KT  AOAIKST  Mr.  WTKBDrABt 

QviK.1  The  order  of  the  day  b^ing 
read  uyt  tflking  into  consideratron  the 
Man^r  of  the  complaint  against  the  hon. 
WyAdham  Quin, 

Sir  R.  misan  said,  that  as  it  hik)  fallen 
to  his  lot  to  present  the  petitton  on  which 
the  House  was  new  abe\it  to  institute  an 
inquiry,  it  became  his  diity  to  put  such 
introductory  quemions  to  tire  witnesses 
who  mightbe  caHed  to  the  bar,  as  would 
serve  to  bring  forward  the  facts  as  far  aa 
he  had  been  made  acquainted  with  them, 
and  to  oooneotthe  cham  of  evidence  which 
it  was  in  the  power  Of  the  petitioner  to 
offer.  Hib  object  was  to  obtldn  truth, 
and  that  in  the  most  explicit  and  unequi- 
vocal mantter ;  but  he  begged  to  say,  that 
if  betneipassedontherules  of  the  House, 
or  violated  the  laws  of  evidence,  lie 
hoped  it  woold  be  ascribed,  not  to  wilful 
error,  bu^  to  his  inexperience  in  such  pro* 
dcediagf  •  He  was  convinced  that  no  gen- 
tleman bed  come  to  the  House  to  act  the 
part  of  a  judge,  without  endeavouring  to 
divest  himself  of  previous  impressions,  and 
wishing  to  guide  himself  entirely  by  the 
evidence;  but  ha  could  not  conceal  from 
himself  that  an  unfair  impression  had 
been  made  on  the  mintis  of  the  House  by 
untoward  chrCOmstances.  They  had  no- 
thing to  do/  ^^erally  speaking,  with  the 
abstract  niOtives  of  petitioners,  unless 
when  they  seemed  likely  to  influence  the 
truth  of  their  statements.  He  did  not 
conceive  l^at  any  thing  which  had  been 
proved  against  the  petitioner  or  bis  father 
should  induce  the  House  to  relinquish  the 
inquiry  into  an  alleged  public  offence  of 
the  first  osagnftude.  The  time  was  now 
come  for  him  to  say,  that  neither  the  pe- 
tiiiener  nor  his  fsther  had  any  part  in  the 
fabrloatidn  of  the  matter  of  the  charge ; 
hot  that  it  rested  entirdy  on  the  evidence' 
of  a  gttitfeaMii,  whose  character  siMd'aa 


f77X       C^aJHii^piind Mr.  ir^iMm$^ 

bigb  tft  thai  of  any  gentlaniui  m  the 
Houae.  It  wooid  be  now  for  the  House 
to  aay  whether  he  had  fi>Hehed  that  high 
character.  He  should  dow  move,  that 
Mr.  Carew  Smith  he  called  in. 

Mr.  Carew  Smith  was' accordingly 
caUed  to  the  bar,  and  underwent  a  long 
examination.  In  the  course  of  the  eren- 
kig,  Mh  &uart  Wortley  gave  notice,  that 
if  any  part  of  the  proceedings  were  pub- 
lishea  belbre  their  completion,  he  would 
bring  the  iadtyidual  ofieading  before  the 
House  for  a  breach  of  privilege.  Mr. 
Carew  Smith  having  in  the  course  of  his 
examination,  delivered  in  several  letters, 
the  said  letters  were  referred  to  a  select 
comsQtttee  to  examine  die  same^  and  to 
select  so  much  of  the  said  letteis  as 
ahoiild  appear  to  have  materiiil  relation  to 
the  matter  of  the  said  complaint.  Then 
Mr.  Geold  was  examfaied;  after  which, 
the  further  hearing  of  the  said  complaint 
was  defiatr red  until  tOHnonrew. 


HOUSB  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday t  March  \2» 

NKWOATV«-PlETITI01VFR0lffLoirD0H.3 

Hie  Sheriff^  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
Corporation  of  London  complaining  of 
the  crowded  state  of  Newgate. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  ststed,  that  the 
city  did  not  so  much  complain  of  being 
obliged  to  maintain  the  criminals  of  Mid- 
dtesex  88  well  as  of  London,  as  of  the 
crowded  state  of  the  gad,  which  was  now 
such,  that  47  prisoners  were  under  sen- 
tence of  death,  while  there  were  only  15 
cells  to  confine  them  in.  It  was  also 
Mentioned  as  a  fact,  which  shov^ed  the 
shocking  conseouences  of  the  crowded 
state  of  this  gaol,  that  16  persons  convict- 
ed of  an  abominable  crime,  were  all  con- 
fined iff  one  room.  If  any  prisoner  was 
sent  from  that  House,  or  any  person  of 
rank  superior  to  the  common  prisoners,  he 
was  necessarily  confined  among  the  felons. 
The  wish  of  the  city  was,  to  have  the 
petition  referred  to  the  committee  on 
gaols. 

'  ^  Mr.  Witberforce  said,  that  one  of  the 
circumstances  referred  to  was  so  disgrace- 
lul  and  dis^sting  that  some  immediate 
steps  should  be  taken  to  remedy  the  evil. 
I^^  suggested  a  special  committee  in- 
stead of  a  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
gaols; 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  stated,  that  every 
possible  means'  had  been  taken  to  place 

(V0L.X2UUX.) 
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these  persons  in  a  difierent  situation,  bet 
it  was,  in  the  present  state  of  the  gacd  im* 
practicable. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  nothing  but 
the  most  absolute,  urgent,  and  imperious 
necessitjr  could  iustify  the  city  of  London 
in  adopting  the  fine  of  conduct  which  they 
had  done.  He  couli  only  suppose  that 
the  city  had  not  any  means  to  remedy  the 
evil  of  which  they  complained;  because, 
if  they  had,  they  never  could  have  been 
reduced  to  the  lamentable  alternative,  of 
forcing  so  disgusting  a  subject  on  the 
House.  As  the  subject  had  been  brought 
before  them,  it  was  their  duty  to  attend 
to  it.  The  plan  of  his  hon.  friend,  the 
member  for  Bramber,  appeared  to  him  the 
most  efficacious 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Coif  PLAINT  AGAINST  Mr«  WtNOHAM 

QuiN.]  The  House  proceeded  in  the 
further  hearing  of  the  Matter  of  the  Con* 
I^amt  against  the  hon.  Wyndham  Quin ; 
and  Mr.  George  Mansell,  Mr.  Daniel 
Gabbett,  and  Mr.  Richard  Smyth,  were 
severally  examined;  and  Mr.  Carew  Smith 
was  again  examined  and  directed  to  with* 
draw.  Sir  George  Hill  said,  he  rose  in 
order  to  move  that  a  witness,  formerly 
examined,  be  called  in  and  examined  as 
to  a  question  of  privilege.  Mr.  Goold 
was  accordingly  called  in,  and  thus  exa* 
mined  by  the  Slpeaker: 

Have  you  seen  Mr.  Grady  jun.  te-dqr  i 
«-»I  have. 

Did  any  conversation  pass  between  you 
and  Mr.  Grady  jun.  rdative  to  your  exa- 
mination of  last  night  F-^There  did. 

State  to  the  House  what  that  coaversa* 
tion  was  ?— Within  the  last  ten  minntes, 
or  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  was  standing-in 
the  room,  which  I  believe  is  called  the  wit- 
nesses room  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Roche,  Mr.  Gabbett,  and  Mr.  Richard 
Smyth,  when  this  gentleman,  the  peti- 
tioner, came  into  the  room,  and  he  ad- 
dressed me  by  name,  and  said,  **Mr. 
Goold,  I  want  to  speak  with  you  ;**  I  took 
off  my  hat  in  the  most  respectful  manner 
possible,  and  told  him  that  he  must  ex- 
cuse me,  that  in  this  inouiry  I  conceived 
it  would  be  indelicate  tor  me  to  speak 
to  him  at  all.  He  then  said,  «<  I  must 
speak  with  you.**  "  Then,  sir,  as  you  in- 
sist upon  it,  I  shall  leave  the  room  ;**  on 
which  he  immediately  said  these  precise 
words :  ««  You  spoke,  in  your  evidence 
disiespectfully  ot  me  last  ni^ht,  and  if  in 
the  evidence  you  aie  to  give  to-nigfat, 

(SR) 
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yoo  presume  to  say  a  word  disrespectfully 
of  me,  I  shall  kick  fon  about  the  streets.'' 
I  immediately  quitted  the  room,  and 
nothing  further  occurred;  I  took  no 
notice  in  the  world  of  it ;  I  hope  I  kept 
my  temper. — The  witness  was  directed  to 
withdraw. 

Mr.  Wynn  thought  the  only  way  was 
to  call  in  Mr.  T.  W.  Grady.  He  was 
accordingly  called  in,  and  thus  examined 
by  the  Speaker. 

The  House  has  been  informed  that  you 
have  held  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Goold, 
who  is  a  witness  at  the  bar  of  Uiis  House, 
yesterday,  upon  the  subject  of  his 
examination  of  last  night;  have  you 
had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Goold, 
and  what  was  that  conversation  ?— I  had. 
State  to  .the  House  what  passed  ?— 
Certainly ;  I  stated  to  Mr.  Goold  that  I 
had  heard  that  he  had  made  use  of  my 
name  very  wantonly ;  I  requested  of  him 
not  to  do  so  any  more,  for  that  if  he 
should  do  so,  I  should  be  under  the  dis- 
agreeable necessity  of  taking  notice  of  it ; 
of  kickine  him. 

Did  Mr.  Goold  make  any  reply  to  that 
statement  ?— >None  whatsoever. 
.    That  is  all  that  passed  between  you  i — 
That  is  all  that  passed  between  us.— 
Mr.  Grady  was  directed  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  fFjynn  then  moved,  l.,'<  That  Tho- 
mas William  Grady,  having  used  insulting 
language  to  a  witness  attending^  this  House, 
and'having  threatened  him  with  penonal 
violence  on  account  of  evidence  already 
given  by  him,  and  which  he  may  hereafter 
be  called  upon  to  give  at  the  bar  of  this 
House,  has  thereby  been  guilty  of  a  high 
contempt  of  this  House,  and  of  a  gross 
breach  of  its  privileges.  2.  That  the  said 
1*.  W.  Grady  be  for  his  said  offence  taken 
into  the  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms 
attending  this  House,  and  that  Mr.  Spea- 
ker do  issue  his  warrant  accordingly.' 

Sir  R.  IVUson  said,  it  was  quite  mani- 
fest that  Mr.  Grady's  conduct  proceeded 
from  youth  and  inexperience..  He  consi- 
dered Mr.  Goold's  conduct  as  he  had 
always  been  accustomed  to  consider  in- 
sults. It  must  be  apparent  to  the  House, 
that  he  was  extremely  inexperienced,  and 
a  youth  of  a  weak  character.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  they  would  regard  with  in- 
dulgence an  indiscretion  in  which  no  con- 
tempt or  breach  of  privilege  had  been  con- 
templated. 

Mx.  Bankes  said,  the  question  was  not 
what  indulgence  the  youth  and  inexperi- 
ence of  Mr.  Grady  might  daim^  but  what 


was  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  justice. 
Having  said  this,  it  was  only  necessary  to 
add,  that  justice  required  the  protection 
of  an  infirm  old  man,  against  the  petuhmee 
of  a  young  one. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to  nem.  con* 
Then  Mr.  Carew  Smith  was  again  exa* 
mined.     After  which. 

Sir  ^«  WiUon  sUted,  that  he  had  no 
other  witness  to  call  in  support  of  the  pe- 
tition, but  the  petitioner  himself.  As  the 
petitioner,  a  young  and  inexperienced 
man,  was  necessarily  much  agitated  by 
having  fallen  under  the  displeasure  of  the 
House,  and  by  the  apprehension  of  being 
sent  to  New^te,  he  should  move  that  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  matter  of 
charge  be  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Mr.  Canning  asked,  whether  the  hon. 
member  meant  not  to  proceed  in  the  exa- 
mination of  the  petitioner  till  he  was  al- 
lowed to  kick  the  other  witnesses  ? 

Sir  R*  WiUon  acknowledged  that  the 
petitioner  had  committed  a  great  fault  of 
which  the  House  was  obliged  to  take  no- 
tice, though  he  hoped  that  a  severe  re- 
primand might  have  answered  tiie  ends  of 
justice ;  but  what  he  meant  now  to  assert 
was,  that -he  should  not  do  justice  to  the 
public,  to  the  House  or  to  the  petitioner, 
if  he  suffered  the  examination  of  the  peti- 
tioner to  proceed  when  he  was  in  a  state 
of  agitation. 

Mr.  Canniiig  said,  the  petitioner  had 
been  committra  to  the  custody  of  the 
Serjeant  at  arms  to  secure  another  witness 
against  his  outrage^  The  hon.  member 
had  assumed  that  he  was  also  to  be  sent 
to  Newgate,  though  no  such  propositioift 
had  been  mentioned  in  his  hearing* 

Mr.  fVynn  thought  tlie  House  bound  te 
declare  and  make  known,  that  its  witnesses 
should  not  be  insulted.  Those  who  with 
him  had  read  the  private  letters  in  thia 
case,  would  know  the  necessity  of  pro- 
ceeding cautiously,  and  of  showing  the 
deterinination  of  the  House  to  resent  any 
attempt  to  violate  its  privileges  in  thie 
person  of  its  witnesses.  He  thought  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  proceedings  it  might 
be  advisable  to  pass  some  resolutions  to 
that  effect,  for  which  there  were  not  want- 
ing precedents. 

JVir.  Peel  trusted  the  House  would  deal 
leniently  with  the  offence  of  this  young 
man.  It  was  not  to  be  forgotten  that, 
though  standing  in  the  situation  of  a  pe* 
titioner  against  a  member  of  the  Hou8e»  be 
had  heard  grave  facts  stated  against  him- 
self.   It  was  to  be  rememberedi  toq^  thai 
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bi8  father  had  been  recently  committed  to 
Newgate;  so  that,  taking  all  circumstances 
into  consideration,  the  House  might  act 
with  leniency,  without  forming  an  incon- 
yenient  precedent. 

.  Lord  C.  CAttfcAitf  said,  that  his  opinion 
being  that  the  petitioner  would  not  give 
his  evidence  with  self-possession  while  in 
custody,  he  should  move,  **  That  Thomas 
William  Grady  be  now  brought  to  the 
bar,  in  order  to  his  being  reprimanded 
and  diacharffed." 

Mr.  Lambton  and  sir  Robert  Wilson 
concurred  in  the  motion.  Mr.  S.  Wortley 
and  Mr.  CourCenay  objected  to  it,  as  un- 
just to  Mr.  Goold,  and  as  not  likely  to 
render  the  witness  more  collected,  or 
more  fit  to  deliver  his  evidence. 

Mr.  Gratian  said,  the  case  of  Mr. 
Goold  was  very  hard.  He  had  been 
called  over  from  Ireland  to  the  great  pre- 
judice of  his  private  business,  and  while 
delivering  his  evidence  as  a  man  of  honour, 
he  had  been  attacked  by  a  voung  man 
with  the  grossest  outrage,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  alleviate  the  feelings 
of  Mr.  Goold,  and  to  protect  him  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty. 

The  motion  was  negatived.  After 
which,  Mr.  Gopld  was  again  examined. 
Mr.  Lambton  being  of  opinion  that  fur- 
ther evidence  must  necessarily  be  brought 
from  Ireland,  to  settle  a  pomt  which  at 
present  was  inexplicable,  and  which  im- 
plicated the  credioility  of  the  two  princi- 
pal witnesses,  moved,  **  That  Thomas 
Lambert,  servant  of  Mr.  Carew  Smith ; 
Sarah  Lyons,  servant  of  Dr.  Smth ;  and 
Hugh  Riley,  servant  of  Mr.  Goold ;  do 
attend  this  House  on  Thursday  18th 
March.'*  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  further  hearing  of  the  matter  of  the 
complaint  was  adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday^  March  15. 

Chimnbt  Swbspbrs  Regulation 
Bill.]  Lord  Auddand  said,  that  no 
argument  of  any  weight  against  the  bill 
had  been  urged  which  was  not  fully 
answered.  He  should,  however,  take  the 
liberty  of  adverting  to  the  facts  which  had 
since  occurred,  and  which  tended  to  prove 
what  he  had  before  observed,  namely, 
that  whatever  prejudices  existed  against 
the  use  of  machinery,  was  generally 
amonff  persons  unacquainted  with  its  use; 
and  tnat  an  appeal  to  experiment  was 
■twaya  luif  tQ  orescome  that  prejudice. 


The -first  fact  to  which  he  should  refei- 
was  this:  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of 
Christ-church  met  to  petition  against  the 
bill.  In  the  course  of  the  proceedings  it 
was  suggested,  that  it  would  be  proper, 
in  the  first  placCj  to  trv  how  far  it  was 
practicable  to  sweep  chlmnies  by  ma- 
chinery. A  machine  was  produced  and 
experiments  made ;  and  the  result  was  so 
satisfactory,  that  the  very  persons  who 
assembled  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning 
against  the  bill,  actually  signed  a  petition 
for  it.  The  other  fact  had  occurred  in 
making  the  experiments  on  the  chimnies 
connected  with  the  House  of  Commons! 
In  consequence  of  the  directions  of  the 
Speaker,  a  person  had  proceeded  to  sweep 
with  a  machine,  and  he  could  only  sweep 
19  chimnies  out  of  61 :  the  housekeeper 
was,  however,  determined  to  continue  the 
experiment,  and,  under  his  superintend 
deoce,  no  less  Uian  60  of  the  61  were 
swept.  The  chimney  that  remained  un* 
swept  required  some  alteration  to  render 
it  accessible  to  the  machine.  Having 
stated  these  facts,  he  moved  that  the  bill' 
be  now  committed. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  sud,  he  was 
always  disposed  to  give  public  bodies,  aa 
well  as  individuala,  credit  for  acting  with 
a  due  regard  to  their  own  interests.  Now, 
if  their  lordships  looked  at  the  case  on  this 
principle,  they  would  soon  discover,  that 
the  insurance  offices  would  have  reason 
to  be  well  pleased  at  the  passing  of  thir 
bill.  It  would  increase  the  danger  of  fire, 
and  in  proportion  to  the  risk,  the  rate  of 
the  insurance  and  the  number  of  insur- 
ances would  augment.  In  feet,  the  bill 
promised  to  open  to  them  a  fruitful  source 
of  gain.  It  was  absurd,  therefore,  to 
found  any  argument  on  these  corporations 
not  petitioning  against  it.  The  suppor- 
ters of  the  bill  contended,  that  the  chim- 
nies of  the  metropolb  could  be  nearly  all 
swept  by  machines.  Now,  were  this  the 
fact,  he  would  at  once  withdraw  his  op- 
position ;  but,  if  the  report  of  the  surveyor- 
general  was  to  be  relied  on,  no  such 
power  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  machines. 
Colonel  Stephenson  had  distinctly  stated, 
that  the  total  abolition  of  dimbing  boys 
was  at  present  impracticable,  and  could 
not  be  attempted  without  endangering  the 
general  safety  of  the  metropolis.  But  it 
will  be  replied,  that  it  is  not  intended  that 
the  bill  shall  operate  immediately ;  that  ia 
passing  it,  time  will  be  afforded  for  the 
preparation  of  machineiy;  but  colonel 
Stepheosoii's  report  contained  satisfiwtpry 
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reasons  for  refusing  to  pass  a  prospectm 
bill  for  such  an  object.  It  was  stated  in 
the  report,  that  no  machine  had  yet  been 
invented  which  was  capable  of  completely 
supplying  the  place  of  climbing  boys* 
When  such  a  machine  should  be  invented, 
he  would  support  a  bill  like  the  present ; 
but  until  he  saw  such  aijL  invention  he 
would  oppose  every  measure  of  the  kind. 
In  the  case  of  this  bill,  as  in  many  other 
cases,  mankind  were  carried  away  by  ideas 
of  humanity,  which  prevented  them  from 
giving  due  consideration  to  the  subject. 
They  took  a  partial  view  of  the  evil  they 
wished  to  cure,  and  did  not  look  at  the 
relation  in  which  it  stood  to  the  general 
atate  of  society.  Hence  they  were  not 
aware  of  the  extent  of  the  mischief  their 
remedy  would  produce!  The  merits  of 
the  present  bill  might,  perhaps,  be  illus- 
trated by  a  story  which  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  telling  their  lordships,  though 
he  wBff  himself  the  subject  of  it.  The 
physician  who  had  attended  him  in  his 
late  illness,  had  prescribed  large  doses  of 
calomel ;  sp  much  indeed,  that  he  thought 
it  necessaiy  to  ask  him  the  reason  of  such 

frescripti'ona.  •*  Oh!  (said  the  physician) 
can  easily  prove  to  you  the  advantage 
of  my  practice.  The  calomel  is  like  the 
climbing  boys,  it  finds  its  way  into  every 
corner  and  cranny  of  the  frame,  and 
sweeps  every  deleterious  partide  clean 
out ;  whereas  the  other  sort  of  medicines 
resemble  the  machines,  and  accordingly 
do.  the  business  very  imperfectly.  They 
do  not  follow  all  angles  and  turnings,  but 
pass  over  many  important  parts  untouched, 
and  leave  heaps  of  matter,  which  after- 
wards kindle  into  mischief.*'  If  this  story 
had  any  effisct  in  explaining  tlie  policy  of 
the  measure,  he  might  relate  another, 
which  perhaps  would  serve  to  render  its 
humanity  more  intelligible.  In  some 
parts  of  Ireland  it  had  been  the  pn^ctice, 
instead  of  employing  cltmbing-boys,  to 
tie  a  rope  round  tbe  neck  of  a  goose,  and 
thus  drag  the  bird  up  the  chimney,  which 
was  cleaned  by  the  fluttering  of  its  wings. 
This  practice  so  much  interested  the  feel- 
ings of  many  persons,  that,  for  the  sake  of 
protecting  the  goose,  they  seemed  ready 
to  give  up  all  humanity  towards  other 
animals.  A  man  in  a  country  village 
having  one  day  availed  himself  of  the  aid 
of  a  goose,  was  accused  by  his  neighbour 
of  inhumanity.  In  answer  to  the  remon- 
stances  of  h'ls  accuser,  he  observed,  that 
he  must  have  his  chimney  swept.  **  Yes, 
(teplifid  the  humane  fri^  of  the  gooQe)^ 
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to  be  sure  you  must  sweep  yoor  chimney ; 
but  why  don't  you  take  two  ducks,  they 
will  do  the  job  as  well?"  The  zealots 
for  this  bill  had,  in  their  bKnd  eagerness  to 
relieve  a  partial  suffering,  as  completely 
forgotten  the  general  interests  of  society, 
as  the  poor  Iruhman  had  disregarded  tbe 
ducks  in  his  anxiety  to  save  the  goose. 
He  certainljr  diould  be  happy  to  see  Uh9 
use  of  climbing  boys  totally  abolished  ;but 
if  a  madiine  could  be  invented  to  sweep 
chimnies,  that  invention  could  not  be  pnM 
moted  by  this  biU.  He  must,  tbereiore, 
move  as  an  amendment,  that,  instead  of 
now,  the  biU  be  committed  this  day  six 
months. 

The  Earl  of  Harramby  said,  he  was  not 
able  to  entertain- then*  lordships  with  any 
jokes,  either  rehitive  to  bimarif,  or  ex- 
tracted from  Joe  Miller,  but  he  believed 
very  little  was  necessary  to  be  said  to  in** 
duce  them  to  support  a  measure  founded 
in  humanity,  and  which  they  had  reason 
to  conclude  was  perfectly  practicable. 
He  could  not,  however,  refram  from  ob-^ 
serving,  that  the  noble  earl  bad,  in  some 
measure,  ahifted  the  ground  of  his  oppo** 
sition  to  the  bill.  He  now  dwelt  solely 
on  the  danger  which  might  be  incurred  in 
the  metropolis  if  sweeping  boys  were 
abolished.  What  then  hSA  become  of 
those  general  principles  respecting  free 
labour,  on  which  the  noble  earl  bad  so 
strongly  insisted  ?  Of  those  principles  the 
noble  earl  now  said  nothing.  The  best 
argument  for  the  bill  was,  that  it  woaM 
a&rd  time  and  opportunity  for  making 
the  arrangements  necessary  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  climbing  boys.  A  sufficient  time 
was  allowed  for  experiments;  end  if  tbe 
bill  passed,  every  person,  in  anticipating 
the  abolition  of  the  present  inhuman  prac- 
tice, would  be  induced  to  try  tbe  machieee» 
If  he  saw  any  danger  to  the  metropolis 
from  the  measure,  he  should  be  as  unwil- 
ling to  support  it  as  any  noble  lord  ;  but 
he  could  perceive  no  ground  for  any  such 
apprehension.  He  thought,  however, 
that  unless  the  bill  passed,  tne  experiment 
would  never  be  fhirly  made. 

Their  lordships  divided  on  the  questkAi, 
that  the  bill  t»enow  committed :  Contents^ 
90;  Non-contents,  S7-— Majority,  17. 
Lord  Lauderdale's  amendment  was  dien 
pot  and  carried.  The  bill  was  coase* 
quently  lost. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
JWeaAiy,  MersA  15* 
RoqMCjBxxA  BucnoN.J    Mr,  Gooek 
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mfonned  die  Hoase,  <<  That  the  Select 
Committee  had  detannined,  that  lord 
Burning  is  duly  elected  a  citisen  to*  serve 
in  this  present  parliament  for  the  city  of 
Rochester  X'^that  the  petition  of  Robert 
TorrenSt  esquire,  did  appear  to  the  said 
Select  ComnittM  to  befriTolousandTexa- 
tious:  that  the  opposition  of  the  said 
lord  Binning  to  the  s«d  petition,  did  not 
appear  to  t&  said  Select  Coaunittee  to  be 
frivolous  or  vexatious.'*  On  die  motion 
of  Mr.  Bennet,  the  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  were  ordered 
to  be  laid  before  the  Hoase» 

ROTAL  BUROHS  OF  SOOTLAND.]      Mr. 

Abertromhtf  said,  that  he  had  a  petitioD  to 
present  from  the  Gnildry  cvf  Rdioborgh, 
which  pra]red  for  a  reform  in  the  present 
constitution  of  the  Scotch  burghs.  He 
iJioold  not  have  said  any  thing  on  that 
question  at  present  had  itnot  b^  for  the 
numerous  si^atores  which  were  attached 
to  the  petition  which  he  had  to  present, 
for  the  perspicuous  stateoMot  which  the 
petitioners  made  in  It  of  the  esils  under 
which  they  laboured,  and  for  the  firm  and 
constitutional  manner  in  which  they  ex- 
prened  their  hopes  of  ebtaining  redress 
mm  ^he  iustice  of  parliament.  They 
complained  of  the  self«eIcction  of  the 
members  of  the  difiereot  corporations, 
wfaidi  was  an  evHthat  the  House  ought 
mmediatelT  to  remedy  $  inasasodi  as,  by 
the  law  of  Scodand,  all  the  burgesses 
were  responsible  for  die  debts  contracted 

a  a  mi^stimcy,  of  which  they  did  aot 
set  a  single  a  member.  This  was  a  s^ 
rious  hardship,  becaose  many  boroughs 
had  funds,  wnich  were  only  just  equal  to 
their  expenditure,  and  otkiers  had  an  ex* 
pen^urs  greater  than  their  fonds.  The 
petitioners  liad  been  accnsed  of  fovoiuing 
wild  aad  Tisioaary  schemes  of  reform; 
diey  stated  that  this  accusation  was  false, 
and  that  it  was  known  to  be  so  by  those 
who  uned  it.  They  also  added,  that  if 
they  had  been  the  disloyal  subjects  which 
they  had  been  amerted  to  be,  they  could 
sot  have  wished  for  any  thmg  better  than 
the  oontimianes  of  the  system  which 
profaiiod.  The  governmoat  never  had 
an  easier  opportttoity  of  conciliating  a 
large  namcber  of  its  sobjectt  by  the  mere 
exercise  of  common  sense  and  common 
jtistice,  than  it  had  on  die  prsseot  oook 
sien.  Ail  the  petitioners  asked  for  was, 
a  relief  from  their  present  grienmces: 
they  wove,  however,  of  opinion,  that  the 
bW  wWck  the  itrd  advopate  tad  intro- 


duced on  the  aiAject,  was  more  calcolatod 
to  aggravate  than  to  relieve  their  injuries* 
He  should  have  thought  thatdMkaow^ 
ledge  of  all  these  grounds  of  complaint 
would  have  made  the  Bovemment  bring 
forward  a  well  digested  plan  to  remove 
them.  They  had  not  done  so ;  and  by 
foiling  to  do  so,  had  been  deficient  in  duty 
to  the  country.  He  supposed  diat  the 
executive  would  in  this  case  attempt,  as  it 
had  done  in  many  others,  to  throw  dl  iko 
responstbiiit]^  on  the  loffislatiire. 

The  petition  was  orokred  to  lie  on  the 
table  and  to  be  printed ;  as  were  also  pe» 
titions  presented  by  lord  A.  HsmiltoB 
from  the  Incorporation  of  Croldsmitfas  of 
Edinburgh,  and  the  burgesses  of  Lsmder. 

PxTiTiov  or  Thomas  Wilxsav 
GxADT.^  Sir  Robert  Wilson  prestntsd 
a  petition  from  Mr.  Thomas  WiNiwn 
Gradv^  setting  forth, 

<«  That  in  «  moment  of  irAatien  tfaa 
petitioner  did  inooasiderately  addtsss  a 
witiless  in  language  whieh  be  is  now  sen' 
sible  ought  not  to  have  been  held,  whiht 
its  expression  was  a  violation  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House;  deeply  iayrosied 
with  a  sense  of  his  error,  and  its  injurious 
consequences,  he  does,  assomoTeparadon, 
assure  the  House,  that  he  will  not  only 
refrain  from  a  repetition  of  ins  tofienoe 
during  the  procecdmgs  instituted,  in 
oompfiance  with  tlw  praj^er  of  his  foraser 
petition  s  bat  he  voluntanly  dedaras  that 
no  win  abstain  from  sdi  subsequent  acts 
of  a  similar  nature  mid  tendency:  tein(| 
detomined  to  leave  the  vindication  of  liia 
eharacter  to  the  judicial  result  of  the  pnN 
eeedings  now  pending,  aad  feeling  asaaiedl 
that  his  personal  honour  can  never  be  ira** 
peached  for  the  maintenance  of  a  line  t£ 
conduct  in  unison  with  the  wishes  nad 
opinions  of  the  House;  the  petitioner^ 
bnrmg  thus  expressed  the  senttssontn  nf 
his  contntioo,  throws  himself  upon  the 
considerstion  of  the  House." 


Mr.  Thomas  William  Gbapt  Rs» 
PBiMAimBi>.3  On  the  Motion  of  sir  Rd 
Wilson,  Mr.  T.  W.  Gtady  was  brooght  to 
the  bar,  where  he  received  the  foUowing 
Reprimand  from  Mr.  Speaker: 

«« Thomas  Wilfiaur  Gndy  ^-Tha  osing 
msuking  language  to  any  person,  in  con- 
sequence  of  tlie  evidence  he  imigimi  aft 
this  bar,  or  the  threatenmg  hhn,  with  re« 
ference  to  any  evidence  he  may  be  called 
upontogiye,  isn  contsospt of theaudMH 
ritjr,  aad  n  breadi  of  the  prisOeges  of  diia 
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House*  which  never  has  been,  and  nerer 
will  be  tolerated.  In  your  Petition  you 
state  a  full  acknowledgment  of  your  guilt, 
and  deep  contrition  ror  it;  you  plead  in 
excuse  the  irritation  of  your  mind,  and 
the  difficulties  of  your  situation  ;  and  from 
these  causes  your  forgetftilaess  at  the 
moment  of  what  was  due  both  to  this 
House  and  to  yourself;  all  these  circum- 
stances have  been  weighed,  and  added  to 
^e  inexperience  of  vour  youth,  have  pro- 
cured the  most  indulgent  consideration  of 
your  case  ;  bub  let  me  warn  you,  be  not 
misled  by  the  lenity  now  extended  to 
you;  this  House  will  not  be  trifled  with : 
vntnesses  under  the  examination  of  this 
House,  are  under  the  protection  of  the 
House ;  and  a  repetition  of  this  outrage, 
eidier  by  yourself  or  by  others,  during 
the  progress  of  thb  inquiry,  or  ^^  any 
time  srowing  out  of  this  inouiry,  will  be 
Tisited  bv  this  House  with  the  utmost  ri- 
gour and  the  severest  punishment." 

Ordered,  tiem*  con.j  that  the  said  repri- 
mand be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  this 
House. 

Complaint  against  Mr.  Wtndbam 
QuiN.]  Sir  R.  Wilson  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  continuing  the  investigation 
on  this  subject,  when,  in  consequence  of 
an  explanation  given  by  Mr.  W.  Quin,  re- 
lative to  a  discordance  between  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Goold  and  Mr.  Carew 
Smith,  by  which  it  appeared  that  Mr. 
Quin  confirmed' the  assertion  of  Mr.  C. 
Smith,  and  negatived  that  of  Mr.  Goold, 
as  to  an  interview  on  the  morning  of  Sep- 
tember 22.  Mr.  Lambton  moved  the 
discharge  of  certain  orders  for  the  attend- 
ance of  additional  witnesses  from  Ireland. 
The  Speaker  learning  that  Mr.  W.  Quin 
admitted  the  correctness  of  Mr.  C. 
Smyth's  statement,  and  consequently  that 
no  further  evidence  would  probably  be 
Accessary  upon  that  point,  said,  he  had 
delayed  the  issue  and  transmission  of  the 
summonses.  Mr.  Goold  was  called  in  to 
explain  a  part  of  his  testimony  of  Friday 
night :  after  which  Mr.  T.  W.  Grady,  the 

Setitioner,  was  examined  at  great  length, 
fr.  David  Roche  was  then  examined; 
after  which,  sir  R.  Wilson  moved  that  the 
minutes  of  evidence  taken  that  day  be 
printed  along  with  the  rest.  As  he  did 
not  think  that  the  minutes  could  be  in  the 
hands  of  members  before  the  beginning  of 
next  week,  he  should  move  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  be  ad- 
joumed  to  the  26th  instant.  This  was  put 
and  carried. 
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Mutiny  Bill.]    On  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Gumey  said,  he  could  not  let  this 
opportunity  pass  without  objecting  to  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  sanctioned  enlist- 
ments  for  life.  It  was  a  practice  produc- 
tive, on  all  sides,  of  unmixed  evil.  It 
went  necessarily  to  render  the  soldier  dis« 
contented  with  bis  situation,  .it  prevented 
the  recruiting  of  the  army,  it  was  in  itself 
a  monstrous  injustice,  and  one  which 
was  never  heard  of,  or  tolerated  in  this 
country,  previously  to  the  accession  of 
George  the  first.  The  late  Mr.  Wind<« 
ham,  he  said,  had  substituted  enlistment 
for  a  term  of  years ;  which  the  noble  lord 
opposite  had  got  rid  of,  by  holding  out  a 
fallacious  option,  and  under  this,  a  boy  of 
sixteen  or  seventeen  years  ofage,  probably 
intoxicated,  when  he  could  not  by  law 
make  a  title  to  the  smallest  amount  of 
transferable  property,  was  allowed  to  sell 
himself  for  life  for  ten  pounds!  He 
should  therefore  move,  that  the  sche- 
dule B.be  left  out  of  the  bill,  which  con- 
tained the  form  of  the  oath  for  Life  £n* 
Hstmmts. 

Lord  Palmerskm  said,  that  this  subject . 
had  been  well  and  frequently  considered 
in  the  House,  and  the  ground  on  Which 
this  part  of  the  system  stood  was  evi- 
dently the  fairest  and  best.  The  recruit 
might  choose  limited  or  unlimited  service. 
The  difference  in  the  bounty  was  only 
16sm  If  a  man  wished  to  enlist  for  unli- 
mited service,  it  could  scarcely  be  ima« 
gined  that  he  was  induced  to  do  so  for  the 
paltry  allowance  of  16«.  It  must  be  a 
matter  of  determined  choice^  uninfluenced 
by  gain. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived. 

Sir  Robert  Wilson  said ;— Not  haying 
recollected  that  the  Mutiny  bill  was  pas- 
sed before  the  24th  instant,  I  omitted  to 
ask  for  returns  which  I  wished  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table  of  this  House,,  before  the 
bill  came  under  consideration.  Having, 
however,  in  much  earlier  life  expressed  a 
strong  opinion  upon  a  particular  part  of 
our  military  code,  and  having,  indeed, 
been  the  first  officer  who,  by  a  written 
treatise,  diiected  the  serious  attention  of 
the  government  and  the  country  to.  the 
subject,  I  feel  called  upon  to  express  my 
present  opinions,  notwitnstandmg  I  am  so 
much  exhausted.  I  know  that  since  the 
time  to  which  I  alluded,  the 'duke  of  York 
has  effected  what  may  be  called  a  revolu« 
tion  in  our  military  system  of  discipline* 
Lknow  that  by  his  regttlatipna  admoBi- 
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tionty  and  expression  of  earnest  wishes 
he  has  contracted^  to  a  great  decree,  that 
excess  of  panishment  which  afflicted  and 
disgraced  the  army  when  Ifirst  entered  into 
it ;  but  this  very  success  encourages  me 
with  a  hope  that  parliament  will  not  lose 
sight  of  the  subject,  until  this  degrading 
and  demoralizing  species  of  punishment, 
this  punishment  so  much  the  subject  of 
national  reproach,  and  so  antinational 
shall  be  abolished  from  our  military  code, 
except  as  an  uitimum  supfdicium  or  com- 
mutation for  the  punishment  of  death.  It 
was  truly  said,  wnen  the  penal  laws  were 
under  discussion,  that  cruel  laws  fre- 
quently executed,  created,  but  did  not 
check  crime;  and  I  appeal  with  confi- 
dence to  every  military  man  who  hears  me, 
if,  in  a  regiment  where  the  comitfanding 
officer  is  severe,  offences  do  not  multiply 
in  the  ratios  of  that  severity;  so  that 
punishment  is  the  cause  and  not  the  effect 
of  pre-existing  depravity  and  misconduct. 
On  the  other  hand,  whether,  where  that 
commanding  officer  is  succeeded  by  one 
•f  a  milder  character,  offences  do  not 
diminish  in  the  same  proportion,  so  that 
the  same  corps  which  was  notorious  for 
harsh  discipline  and  misconduct,  becomes 
as  remarkable  for  tranquil  discipline  and 
good  order.  It  is  invidious  to  cite  even  indi- 
viduals in  such  cases  for  praise ;  but  where 
a  distinguished  personage  has  rendered  a 
service  to  the  army,  conununity,  and  hu- 
manity, it  is  my  duty  to  mention  his  name 
with  honour.  With  those  feelings,  and 
not  from  any  servile  or  interested  consi- 
derations, I  think  of  the  duke  of  Gloucester 
as  having  afforded  the  first  practical  ex- 
ample in  support  of  the  wishes  impressed 
by  the  duke  of  York,  and  of  a  system  very 
unpalatable  to  officers  who  had  received 
adiffisreot  education.  In  a  corps  exposed 
to  all  the  temptations  of  a  London  life, 
and  which  temptations  the  cat  o*nine  tails 
could  never  resist.  After  some  previous 
arrangements,  corporal  punishment  was 
relinquished,  and  the  corps  became  from 
Its  conduct  a  pattern  to  the  whole  army. 
The  example  followed  by  the  brigade  of 
guards,  obtained  the  same  results,  and  on 
the  merits  and  services  of  this  part  of  our 
army,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  dwell, 
as  they  are  so  well  known  to  the  country. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  present  a  picture 
of  a  diffisrent  description.  I  do  not  wish 
to  inflame  the  public  mind,  nor  shall  I 
•rer  advert  to  the  deUils,  without  I  see 
danger  of  relapsing  into  a  system  which  I 
Mver  think  upon  without  more  loathing 
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and  horror  than  ever  I  fdt  when  witness- 
ing  the  many  horrible  scenes  I  have  wit* 
nessed  in  the  course  of  my  life.  The 
time  of  peace  is  the  time  to  introduce  thia 
improvement;  and  let  it  be  recollected, 
that  this  is  the  only  country  in  the  world, 
where  this  ignoble  and  this  unmanly  spe- 
cies of  punishment  is  still  continued,  ijet 
it  be  recollected  also,  that  this  is  not  a 
British  punishment,  for  it  is  not  to  be 
traced  back  beyond  the  introduction  of 
the  Dutch  guards  in  the  year  1688.  I  wish 
those  gentlemen  who  have  expressed  such 
just  gratitude  to  our  army  m  Europe— 
who  have  just  voted  the  thanks  of  this 
House  to  our  meritorious  army  in  India-^ 
would  consider  whether  the  most  honor- 
ab)e  memorial,  the  proudest  monument, 
they  could  confer  ana  erect,  would  not  be 
the  abolition  of  this  punishment — whether 
this  would  not  be  the  most  just  as  well  as 
the  most  valuable  commemoration  of 
national  gratitude.  I  shall,  Sir,  take  the 
first  opportunity  of  moving  foir.  the  returns 
of  all  courts  martial  of  the  last  year;  speci- 
fying the  sentences  ordered,  and  what 
part  of  the  sentences  and  in  what  way 
they  were  inflicted. 

Mr.  Btckelt  [judge  advocate  general] 
said,  that  when  returns  had  been  Idd  be- 
fore the  House  of  the  number  of  courts* 
martial,  not  for  one  or  two  years,  but  for 
a  century  and  a  half  past,  and  when  it 
had  still  continned  to  sanction  corporal 

Eunishment,  he  thought  the  matter  should 
e  considered  as  re$  judicata;  .he  was^ 
therefore,  surprised  at  hearing  such  opi- 
nions as  those  which  had  fallen  from  tne 
hon.  and  gallant  officer.  The  hon«  and 
gallant  officer  was,  however,  consistent  in 
his  opinions;  for,  sixteen  years  ago,  he 
had  given  to  the  pubKe  his  opinions  at 
length  upon  the  same  subject.  The  glo- 
rious triumphs  of  our  armies  on  the  conti- 
nent were,  in  a  great  degree,  owing  to  the 
excellence  of  their  discipline,  and  a  part 
of  that  discipline  was  the  system  of  corpo- 
ral punishment.  Would  it,  then,  be  said, 
that  this  system  should  be  altogether  abo- 
lished I  But  it  might  be  urged,  that  the 
same  strictness  in  this  ret|iect,  which 
would  be  necessary  in  time  of  war,  could 
notbe  required  in  time  of  peace.  In  answer 
to  this,  it  miffht  not  be  unuseful  to  tha 
House  to  look  back  to  the  progress  of  po- 
nishmenu  for  the  years  1817  and  1818.  lo 
those  two  years  though  the  capital  pu- 
nishments had  decreased,  yet  the  sobsti- 
tuted  punuhmenU  had  increased  consider^ 
ably,  which  showed  an  increase  of  crime. 
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.  SkJ*  Nmfori  wta.  astoBiihed  to  hear 
the  hoD.  ffentleaioD  aMert,  that  this  eotta- 
%rj  owed  the  victory  of  Wa/terloO|  and 
ether  glorioua  achievements  to  the  systeni 
of  corporal  puniahment.  This  was  aa 
aasertioa  which  he  never  ooidd  give  cre-( 
dit  to*  He  could  not  believe^  thi^  the 
victories  of  this  couotry  were  to  be  attri-* 
buted  to  so  base  an  eogine^  The  infliction 
of  corpora)  punishment  would,  he  believed 
militote  against  the  acoompJishment  of 
mighty  deeds*  He  should  not  rejoice  in 
lihe  noble  spirit  and  enthusiastic  g^antry 
aCs  British  army,  if  they  could  be  traced 
t^  such  a  source  as  that  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  paoegyiised* 
.  Sir  Lomry  Cole  waa  unwilling  to  obtrude 
l^imself  on  the  House,  but  having  been  for 
many  years  connected  with  the  army,  he 
might  be  supposed  to  have  formed  an  opi- 
nion on  this  subject*  That  opinion  was 
90t  a  popular  onoi  but  still  he  was  bound 
to  state  It*  He  must  then  say,  that,  how- 
ever objectionable  and  injurious  the  system 
former^  wea»  yet  he  did  not  think  the 
British,  army  could  be  kept  in  its  present 
atate  of  discipline,  if  it  were  wholly  re- 
moved* 

'Sir/^ootf  Coffin  saidt  that  the  army, 
with  respect,  to  courts-martial  was  in  an 
unhapipy  stale  indeed;  since  die  sentences 
were  given  privately,  and  transmitted  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  instead  of  being, 
as  in  the  navy,  openly  promulged* 
I  The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed, 

Framb-Work  Knittsrs.]  Mr. 
Mansfield  called,  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  Fnune-work-knitters  petition 
which  he  had  recently  presented ;  and  after 
pointing  out  the  necessity  which  existed, 
for  granting  some  relief  to  that  body, 
moved,  <^  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  Uie  grievances 
complained  of  in  the  frame-knitters  peti- 
tion) and  to  report  the  same,  with  their 
qbservations  thereon,  to  the  House." 

Mr^  Pares  described  the  afflicting  state 
in    which    the  frame-work-knitters  were 

gUDged,    and   earnestly   entreated    the 
ouse  10  devise  some  means  of  relieving 
them* 

Mr.  Hwne  did  not  mean  to  oppose  the 
motion,  but  looking  to  the  residt  whidi 
iHid  attended  the  hmours  of  the  committee 
ap|K>inted  in  1816,  to  inquire  into  the 
tprievaoces  of  the  Nottinghlun:  manufao- 
tnrers,  which  had  sat  six  weeks  to  very 
little  purposof  he  hi^d  theHouae  would 
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guard/against  the^neoontgementof  hopes 
which  they  would  not  uive  it  in  their 
power  ta  realise* 

Mr.  Birek  said,  tha^  as  the  petttionera 
bad  made  out  a  strong  case,  he  hoped 
thejr  would  not,  by  a  refusal  to  examine 
their  grievances,  be  led  into  an  opinion, 
that  the  House  was  unwilling  to  grant 
them  relief.  If  some  measure  of  relief 
were  not  given  to  those  poor  people  (and 
if  itortKinated  with  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment,  he  should  like  it  the  better),  their 
sufferings  were  so  excessive,  that  he  feared 
scenes  of  disorder,  which  all  good  men, 
deprecated  would  be  the  consequence. 

The  Chancdht  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  hon*  member  seemed  to  attnbote  part 
of  the  distresses  suffered  by  those  indivi- 
duals to  the  neglect  of  government.  This 
was  not  just*  lie  knew  of  Teiy  few  cases 
where  they  could  interfere  to  give  local 
relief,  whhout  being  guilty  of  partiality. 
The  proper  way  was  to  come  to  parlia- 
ment, and  let  the  facts  of  the  case  be  duly 
investigs^ted. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  a 
committee  appointed* 
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Tuesday^  March  16. 

Coax.  Duties*]  The  Earl  of  Rouh/n 
presented  a  petition  from  Dysart  against 
the  equalixatieaof  the  coal  duties.  He 
observed,  that  great  apprehension  had 
been  excited  thnm^hout  the  coun^  by 
the  proceeding  which  had  taken  place  for 
the  purpose  of  altering  liie  present  ^stem 
of  coal*duties^  and  levying  a  tax  at  the 

gits*    He  hoped,  dierefore,  that  the  noble 
»rd  opposite  would  explain  what  were  the 
viewa  of  ministers  on  the  subject* 

The  Earl  of  Uoerjwol  said,  that  what- 
ever apprehension  might  have  aiisen  on 
the  subject,  no  proposition  of  the  kind 
alluded  to  had  received  any  ceantenance 
from  his  majesty's  government*  More 
than  twelve  months  ago  an.  association 
hail  been  formed  in  the  metropolis,  witfi 
the  view  of  obtaining  an  equalixation  of 
the  duties  on  coals<  A  committee  fh>m 
that  association  had-  waited  on  him  and 
bis  right  hon*  friendthe  chanoellor  of  the 
exdaequer,  and  stated  the  natate  of  thef  r 
object*  His  right  hon.  friend  had 'con- 
curred with  him  in  declining  to  give  aiiy 
opinion  until  those  who  were  interested  m 
opposing  the  proposed  meisaM  should  be 
heard!  Oa  hearmg  the  other  parties,  be 
and  his  right  boo*  friend  had  intimaled 
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tlMl  hit  mBjeily*s  got Mnnieoc  woald  ghre 
no  aupporl  to  any  propqMiion  for  alttring 
the  coal-4Qlte%  or  eaeourage  any  iaquiry 
or  proceeding  on  the  tobject.  Of  coiirM» 
they  did  not  give  a  pledge  that  they  would 
not,  under  any  drcuoiitaacee  which  might 
arise,  a^ree  to  an  alteration  in  the  tystem 
of  taxation. 

Earl  FiixmiUiam  preeeated  a  petition 
Maintt  any  alteration  in  the  coaMutiee, 
stgoed  by  a  great  number  of  the  merchants; 
nanttfaotoren,  canal  share  h<MerS|  Ac.  of 
Sheffield  and  its  neighbourbood. 

The  Earl  aflJve^ml  ohsenredt  that  it 
was  impossible  for  bim  to  say,  whether  or 
not  any  propositioB  on  tlie  subject  would 
be  raaae  m  another  phioe,  what  degree  of 
enoouregemenfe  mighl  there  be  giYen  to 
it,  or  wbetlMT  it  was  liliely  to  eome  in  any 
shape  before  their  lordhbips.  He  could, 
howey^,  assure  the  House,  that  any  pro- 
position for  the  equslisation  of  the  duties 
on  coal  would  meet  with  the  decided  op- 
position of  those  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  bis  nuuesty's  goyemment. 

The  Earl  of  L^tidtnkk  said,  thai  the 
egneliaation  called  for  would  be  one  of  the 
ONist  injofious  and  unjust  acts  that  could 
he  committed.  In  the  state  in  which  this 
country  was  placed,  their  lordships  would 
not  attempt  to  legislate  oo  the  yiew  of 
right  and  wrong,  abstractedly  considered; 
the  application  of  the  abstract  principles 
of  justice  would  be  the  greatest  injustice. 
They  could  not  now  act  as  they  might  do, 
if  capital  had  not  been  sunk  in  manofac* 
tares  and  extensiye  works  of  various  kinds 
la. the  districts,  on  which  the  proposed 
regulation  would  impose  a  new  and  bur- 
thensome  tax.  The  present  state  of  so- 
ciety In  this  country  was  so  extremely 
artificial,  that  the  greatest  caution  was 
necessary  on  subjeets  of  this  kind.  He 
hoped  that  the  declaration  which  iiad 
been  made  by  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
wieokr  set  Sheffield  and  other  manufactur- 
ing towns  at  ease  on  this  question.  The 
people  in  these  places  had  embarked  their 
Capital  in  undertakings  on  the  faith  of  the 
continuance  of  the  present  system*  with 
respect  to  the  duties  on  fuel,  which  their 
maaufaclories  required,  and  noihingcould 
be  more  ruinous  and  unjust  tbaatosub- 
jeoi'them  to  a  lax  on  that  necessary  ele- 
ment. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

AX*IXNS*  AND  D  Wi^BJI  VS'  BlJLt.^BA^X 

Of  Smxi-Aiin.]     Lofid  Sidmaiuh  rase  to 
mump  Ibe^  aeooad  ennliflg  of  thia  bill. 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


Their  lordships  wereliwaiie  that  it  was  the 
oonsequence  of  a  measure  which  had  been 
fiilly  discussed  last  session.  It  was  the 
object  of  the  bill  to  continue,  for  another 
year  the  suspensbn  of  the  rights  of  oatu* 
raliaation  supposed  to  be  granted  by  an 
act  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  to  aliens 
who  became  proprietors  of  the  Bank  of 
that  country.  There  was  at  present  a 
case  before  the  court  of  session,  the  de» 
cision  on  which  would  decide  the  quea* 
lion,  whether  this  was  the  law  of  the 
country  or  not.  All  he  asked,  therefore, 
was,  that  their  lordships  would  not  suAr 
the  law  which  prevented  such  purohasea 
to  expire  in  die  mean  time,  but  would 
continue  the  suspension,  until  the  legal 
inyesligation  was  termtnated.  Thia  wae 
the  course  whi^  their  lordships  wnre 
bound  to  take;  for  if  they  alh>wed  thn 
bill  to  expire,  they  would,  by  inference* 
declare  thai  to  be  the  law,  which  was  aa 
present  in  Question. 

Lord  Uotiand  could  not  help  express* 
ing  hb  surprise  at  finding  this  bill  pro- 
poaed  for  a  aecond  reading,  before  any 
motion  had  bean  made  for  prinlmg  iL 
The  noUe  lord  conoeiyed,  that  if  the  bill 
did  not  pass,  the  House  would  prejudge 
the  question  at  issue  in  the  court  in  Scot* 
land.  He  was  quite  of  a  diffiBrent  opinion. 
If  their  lordships  refrained  from  legislating 
they  would  leaye  the  question  iust  where 
it  stood  hist  year,  before  any  bill  on  the 
aubiect  waa  mtroduced*  The  passing,  in 
so  has^  a  manner,  a  bill  for  suspending 
an  existing  law,  was  more  like  prejudging 
the  question ;  and  if  it  were  now  read  m 
second  time>  he  should  consider  it  ex- 
tremely  unjust  in  the  House  to  allow  it  to 
go  through  another  atage,  before  it  waa 
printed,  and  tiase  affi>rded  lor  fully  consl* 
dering  its  principle.  Their  lordshipe 
must  recollect,  that  the  law  which  first 
gave  occasion  to  the  present  measure  waa> 
so  little  known  to  the  noble  secretary  o£ 
state,  thai  he  did  not  introduce  it  until  the 
Allen  bfll  of  the  last  session  was  about  in 
pass  the  House. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  thought  that  Wtm 
noble  lord  had  misunderstood  both  ihn 
nature  of  the  bill  and  the  argument  of  hir 
noUe iriend.  Thestate  of  the  case  waa 
this :  Laat  year  it  was  atated  that  a  certain 
law  existed  in  SootUmd  which  would  rea<* 
dor.  the  proyistoos  of  the  Alien  act  ineli* 
eient.  A  bill  had,  thorefere,  been  intn^. 
duced,  to  suspend  the  rights  supposed  toi 
bnaequwed  under  that hnr.  Aauii^was 
nesr  befisfo!  the  court  4if 
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^and,  which  would  decide  what  the  law 
realijf  was.  His  boUe  friend  had  given  no 
epinion-on  the  subject,  and  he  should  think 
it  Ter J  indecorous  for  parliament  to  inter- 
fere with  the  judicial  proceedings.  This 
bill  was,  therefore,  only  the  continuation 
of  that  which  had  been  passed  last  year. 
When  the  subject  was  discussed  last  ses^ 
sion,  objections  were  strongly  urged  to 
the  retrospective  operation  of  the  bill; 
but  no  onci  as  far  as  he  recollected,  dis* 
ap]proved  of  its  prospective  effect.  The 
legislature  rejected  the  retrospective 
clause,  and  passed  the  act  which  would 
soon  expire.  All  that  was  asked  was,  not 
to  permit  the  law  to  cease  to  have  force 
until  the  court  of  session  pronounced  its 
dedsaon.  The  question  might  come  be- 
fore the  House  in  the  shape  of  an  appeal, 
and  dien  they  would  have  to  give  judg- 
Bsent  on  it  in  their  judicial  capacity ;  but 
in  the  mean  time  it  would  be  very  unpro- 
per  to  allow  the  law  to  expire. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  thought  that  if 
the  noble  lord  meant  to  give  the  House 
full  opportanitj  of  judging  of  the  princi* 
pie  of  the  bill,  he  wouM  not  press  it  far- 
ther until  it  was  printed.  The  bill  was, 
on  the  lace  of  it,  of  a  nature  unlike  any 
measure  ever  recommended  to  their  lord- 
ships' adoption.  That  a  case  for  which 
a  remedy  was  open  in  a  court  of  law  ought 
•not  to  be  interfered  with  by  the  legisla- 
ture, was  a  prindple  generally  acknow* 
kdged.  Here  the  House  was  informed 
that  the  question  was  before  a  court  in 
Scotland ;  their  lordships  were  therefore 
bound  to  wait  for  the  decision  of  that 
eourt,  before  they  ventured  to  legislate 
iiT  any  way  whatever.  He  was  taken  quite 
by  surprise.  In  order  that  time  might  be 
aflbrded  for  printing  the  bill,  and  an  op- 
fiortunity  given  to  tneir  lordships  to  con- 
sider it  fairly,  he  would  move,  tnat  instead 
of  now,  the  bUl  be  read  a  second  time  oo 
Friday  next. 

The  Earl  of  Harrawbif  urged  the  ne- 
oes«ty  df  proceeding  with  the  bill*  The 
court  in  Scotland  would  decide  either  for. 
or  against  the  claims  of  the  persons  who 
hod  parchaaed  bank  stock.  If  the  latter, 
BO  injury  would  bo  done  to  them  by  this 
bill :  if  the  former,  it  would  become  the 
4oty  of  their  lordships  to  alter  the  law, 
aod  prevent  persons  from  obtaining  by 
such  means  rights  which  were  more  ex- 
tjBRsive  than  those  confencd  by  a  bill  of 
paturaliaation. 

Their  lordsbipa  divided  on  tbequeataoo 
fcr  tke  aecoQd  ceadiog:  Cetttontiy  14; 
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Non-Contents,  6;— 8.  The  question, 
that  the  bill  be  committed  to-morrow,  was 
also  carried  on  a  divi^'on : .  Contents,  14 ; 
Non-Contents,  6 ;  Majority  8. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday t  March  16. 
Copy  of  the  TRiArsr  with  Amxrica.] 
Lord  Castlerea^  presented,  by  commaoa 
of  the  Prince  S^gent,  the  Convention  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  Copy  i 

CoNVEKTioN  between  his  Britannic  Ma^ 
jesty  and  the  United  States  of  America. 
Signed  at  London,  October  eoth,  1818. 

His  majesty  the  king  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  desirous  to  cement 
the  ffood  understanding  whkh  happily  sub- 
sists between  them^  have,  for  that  purpose, 
named  their  respective  plenifiotenttanes,  that 
is  to  say,  his  miyesty,  on  bis  part,  has  ap- 
pointed the  right  hon.  Frederick  John  Ro- 
binson, treasurer  of  his  majesty's  navy,  and 
president  of  the  committee  of  privy  council 
fortradoand  plantations;  and  Henry  GouU 
burn,  esq.  one  of  his  m^esty's  under  secreta- 
ries of  state: — And  the  preskient  of  tho 
United  SUies  has  appointed  Albert  ^Uatin, 
their  envoy  extraorainary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  the  court  of  France;  and 
Richard  Rush,  their  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  his 
Britannic  majesty :  who,  after  having  ex- 
changed their  respective  full  powers,  found  to 
be  in  due  and  proper  form,  have  agreed  to 
and  concluded  the  tbllowing  articles : 

Art.  1.  Whereas  differences  have  arisen 
respecting  the  liberty  claimed  by  the  United 
States,  for  the  inhabitants  thereof,  to  take, 
dry,  and  cure  fish,  on  certain  coasts,  bays 
harbours  and  creeks,  of  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty's dominions  in  America,  it  is  agreed  be- 
tween the  hieh  contracting  parties,  that  the 
inhabitanU  of  the  said  United  States  shall  have 
for  ever,  in  common  with  the  subjects  of  his 
Britannic  miyesty,  the  liberty  to  take  fish  of 
every  kind,,  on  that  part  of  the  southern  coast 
of  Newfoundland,  which  extends  from  Cape 
Rav  to  the  Raroeau  islapds,  on  the  western 
and  northern  ci^ast  of  Newfoundland,  from 
the  said  Cape  Ray  to  the  Quirpon  islands  on 
the  shores  of  the  Magdalen  islands,  and  also 
on  the  coasts,  bays,  harbours,  and  creeks, 
firom  Mount  Joly,  on  the  southern  coast  of 
Labrador,  to  and  throueh  the  Straights  of 
Belleisle,  and  thence  nortnwardly  indefinitely 
along  the  coast,  without  prejudice,  however, 
to  any  of  the  exclusive  rigiits  of  the  Uudson^s 
Bay  Coropanv.  And  that  the  Aracrican 
fishermen  shall  also  have  liberty,  for  ever,  te 
dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  the  unsettled  bays, 
b^vbours  and  creeks,  of  the  southern  part  of 
the  coast  of  NeirfiNiodlaad  berealiDte  «a* 
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•eribedytndofUieeoMtoriitbraidor;  hot  to 
80OO  M  tb«  Mme,  or  aoy  porlion  tbereof,  shall 
be  teUlcdy  ii  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said 
fisberinen  to  dry  or  cure  6sh  at  such  portion 
so  settled,  without  previous  aereement  fur 
such  purpose,  with  the  inhabitants,  pro- 
prietors, or  possessors  of  the  ground.  And 
the  United  States  hereby  renounce  for  ever, 
any  liberty  heretofore  enjoyed  or  claimed  by 
the  inhabitadts  thereof,  to  take,  dnr,  or  cure 
fish,  on  or  within  three  oHuine  miles  of  any 
of  the  coasts,  bays,  creeks  or  harbours  of  his 
Britannic  majesty's  dominions  in  America, 
not  included  within  the  above-mentioned 
limits :  provided,  however,  that  the  American 
fishermen  shall  be  admitted  to  enter  sucli 
bays  or  harbours,  for  the  purpose  of  shelter 
and  of  repuring  damages  therein,  of  pur- 
chasing wood,  and  of  obtaining  water,  and 
for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  But  they 
shall  be  under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  their  taking,  drying,  or 
curing  fi>h  therein,  or  in  any  other  manner 
whatever  abusing  the  privileges  hereby  re- 
served to  them.  * 

Art.  9.  It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  from 
the  most  north-western  f»oint  of  the  lake  of  the 
>roods,  along^  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north 
latitude,  or,  if  the  said  point  shall  not  be  in 
the  forty- ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude,  then 
that  a  line  drawn  from  the  said  point  due 
north  or  south,  as  the  case  may  be,  until  the 
said  line  shall  intersect  the  said  parallel  of 
north  latitude,  and  from  the  point  of  such  in- 
tersection due  west  along  and  with  the  said 
parallel,  shall  be  the  line  of  demarcation  be- 
tween the  territories  of  his  Britannic  majesty 
and  those  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
nid  line  shall  form  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  said  territories  of  his  Britannic  raajes^; 
and  the  northern  boundary  of  the  territories 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  lake  of  the 
"woods  to  the  Stony  Mouutains. 

Art  3.  It  is  agreed,  that  any  country  that 
nay  be  claimed  by  either  party  on  the  north- 
west coast  of  America,  westward  of  the 
Stony  Mountains,  shall,  together  with  its 
harbours,  bays,  and  creeks,  aiid  the  navieation 
of  all  rivers  within  the  same,  be  free  and  open 
for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the 
signature  of  the  present  convention,  to  the 
-vessels,  citizens,  and  subjects  of  the  two 
powers:  it  being  well  understood,  that  this 
agreement  is  not  to  be  construed  to  the  pre- 
judice of  any  claim  which  either  of  the  two 
high  contracting  parties  may  have  to  any 
part  of  the  said  country,  nor  shall  it  be  taken 
to  affect  the  claiovi  of  any  other  power  or  state 
to  any  part  of  the  said  country,  the  only  ob- 
ject of  the  high  contracting  parties,  in  that 
respect,  being  to  prevent  disputes  and  dif- 
ferences amongst  themselves. 

Art  4.  All  the  provisions  of  the  conven- 
tion ^  to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the 
territories  ffhis  Britannic  majesty  and  of  Uie 
UnitMl  States,"  coockided  at  London,  on  the 
anl  day  of  July,  io  Ibe  year  of  our  Lord  1815, 


with  the  eiceplion  of  the  clause  which  Hmited 
its  duration  to  four  ynars,  and  eicepting  also, 
so  far  as  the  same  was  affected  by  the  decla- 
lation  of  his  majesty  respecting  the  island  of 
St.  Helena,  are  hereby  extended  and  con- 
tinued in  force  for  the  term  often  years  from 
the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  present  con- 
vention, in  the  same  manner  as  if  all  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  convention  were  herein 
specially  recited. 

Art.  5.  Whereas  it  was  agreed  by  the  first 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  that  '<  all  ter- 
ritoiy,  places  and  possessions  whatsoever,* 
taken  by  either  party  from  the  other  during 
the  war,  or  which  may  be  taken  aAer  the 
signing  of  this  treaty,  excepting  only  the 
islands  hereinafter  mentioned,  snail  be  re- 
stored without  delay,  and  without  causing 
any  destruction,  or  carrying  away  any  of  the 
artillery  or  other  public  property  originally 
captured  in  the  said  forts  or  places,  which 
shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  any  slivea 
or  other  private  property;*' — and  whereas, 
under  the  aforesaid  article,  the  United  States 
claim  for  their  citizens,  and  as  their  private 
property,  the  restitution  of,  or  full  compensa- 
tion for,  all  slaves  who,  at  the  date  of  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  the  said  treaty, 
were,  in  any  territory,  phwes,  or  possessions 
whatsoever,  directed  by  the  said  treaty  to  be 
restored  to  the  United  States,  but  then 
still  occupied  by  the  British  forces,  who- 
iher  such  slaves  were,  at  the  data  afore- 
said,  on  shore,  or  on  board  any  British  vessel, 
lying  in  waters  within  the  territory  or  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States ;  and  whereas 
difierences  have  arisen,  whether,  by  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  aforesaid  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  tba  United  States  are  en- 
titled to  the  restitution  of,  or  full  compensa- 
tion for  all  or  any  slaves,  as  above  described, 
the  high  contracting  parties  hereby  agree  to 
refer  the  said  differences  to  some  friendly  so- 
vereign or  state,  to  be  named  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  the  high  contracting  parties  fur- 
ther engage  to  consider  the  decision  of  such 
friendly  sovereign  or  state  to  toe  final  and  coa- 
duaive  on  all  the  ntatters  referred. 

Art  6*  This  convention,  when  the  sane 
shall  have  been  duly  ratified  by  his  Britannic 
majesty  and  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
their  senate,  and  the  respective  ratifications 
mutually  exchanged,  shall  be  binding  and  ob- 
ligatory on  bis  maiesty  and  on  the  said 
Unitecf  States;  and  the  ratifications  shall  be 
exchanged  in  six  months  firom  this  date,  or 
sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  pleni- 
potentiaries have  siened  the  same,  and  have 
thereunto  affixed  tne  seal  of  their  arms. — 
Done  at  London,  this  SOth  day  of  October, 
1818. 

(L.  S.)  FaxDimicx  Jonv  R0BISS05. 
.  (L.  S.)  Hxirar  GovLBoair. 
(L.  8.)  Aiaeaff'  Gatt ativ. 
(L.  S.)  lUcHAiD  Rrsa. 
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On  moWogt  that  the  mid  treatj  do  lie 
on  the  table,  lord  CaBtlereagh  observed, 
that  it  was  not  inteDded  to  uke  the  opi- 
nion of  the  House  on  the  treaty  itself,  as  a 
right  hon.  friend  of  his  would  have  to  sub- 
mit a  bill  arising  out  of  that  treaty,  to  the 
consideration  of  parliament. 

Barnstaple  ElectionO  The  Spea- 
ker submitted  to  the  House,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  take  some  step  that  evening 
with  regard  to  the  stewed  writ  for  Bam- 
Btapie.  Upon  which  it  was  ordered,  on 
tlie  motion  of  lord  Clive,  "  That  Mr. 
Speaker  do  not  issue  his  warrant  to  the 
clerk  of  the  crown,  to  make  out  a  new 
writ  foi^  the  electing  of  a  burgess  to  serve 
In  the  present  parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Barustaple,  in  the  room  of  sir  Manasseh 
Masseh  Lopjes,  bart.,  whose  election  has 
been  determined  to  be  void,  till  Tuesday, 
23rd  March/ 

Pemryn  BaiBXRT  Bill.]  Sir  C. 
Burrell  brought  in  a  bill  **  for  the  pre- 
venting of  bnbery  and  corruption  in  the 
election  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  borough  of  Penryn,  in  the 
county  of  Cornwall."  The  bin  was  read 
a  first  time,  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  the  2nd  of  April,  and  to  be 
printed. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  in  former 
cases,  it  had  beia  the  practice  to  give 
previous  notice  of  the  second  reading  of  a 
bill  to  all  parties  concerned.  In  later 
ones,  however,  the  practice  was,  to  submit 
the  matter  to  a  select  committee  of  the 
House,  who  directed  notices  to  be  served 
on  such  parties.  In  the  Hindon  case^  the 
order  of  the  House  was,  to  disfranchise 
certain  individuals  only ;  which  order  was 
accordingly  served  upon  them,  and  not 
upon  the  borough  itself*  He  onlv  stated 
these  circumstances,  in  order  tnat  the 
House  might  be  aware  of  the  nature  of 
the  present  proceeding;  and  suggested, 
that  possibly  it  might  be  advisi^le  to 
direct  the  returning  officer  to  serve  simi- 
lar notices,  or  affix  them  on  public  places 
in  Penryn. 

Lord  Castierei^h  then  moved,  <<  That 
a  printed  copy  of  the  said  bill  be  served 
upon  the  Portreeve  of  the  borough  of 
Penryn,  and  that  he  do  affix  notice  of  the 
day  appointed  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  said  bill  on  the  doors  of  the  Town- 
hail  and  of  the  parish  church  of  the  said 
borough.*' 

Mr.  fVjfnn  did  not  see  Ike  absolute 
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necessity  of  the  step  proposed,  bat  at  the 
same  time  was  willing  to  agree  to  any 
measure  that  argued  a  jealous  regard  for 
the  rights  of  individuals. 

Sir  A.  PiggoU  thought  it  proper  that 
all  peVsons  whose  rights  might  be  atected 
by  the  bill  should  be  fully  apprised  of  its 
provisions* 

Sir  C.  Burrell  saiil,  he  entirely  can* 
curred  in  the  proposed  proceeding ;  more 
especially,  constaering  the  loss  of  time 
which  would  accrue  upoA  the  serving  of 
notices  on  not  less  than  ^0  individuals, 
residents  of  Penryn. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Administration  ov  Justice  m  In- 
dia.] Mr.  Hume  rose  to  submit  bis 
promised  motion,  for  a  return  of  papers 
relative  io,  and  declaratory  of,  the  judi^ 
cial  system  at  present  pursued  in  India. 
On  a  subject  or  so  much  general  import- 
ance, he  thought  it  proper  to  offer  one  or 
two  observations,  as  he  was  aosious  that 
the  House  should  clearly  understand  the 
nature  of  that  system.  He  should  begin 
bj  declaring,  that  the  whole  of  our  judi- 
aal  system  m  India  had  been  very  much 
misrepresented!  In  this  country,  we  had 
been  completely  in  the  dark,  as  to  the 
deplorable  state  of  jurisprudence  in  India, 
both  civil  and  criminal,  and  as  to  the  state 
of  the  police  there.  The  documents  he 
should  now  move  for,  as  well  as  ether 
documents  in  his  own  private  possession, 
were  connected  with  a  subject  which 
nearly  concerned  the  welfare  of  no  less 
than  from  seventy  to  eighty  millions  of 
souls.  Yet,  upon  these  important  mai* 
ters,  the  public  now  were,  as  they  had 
been  for  the  last  twenty  years  past,  m  a 
state  of  profound  ignorance*  Civil  jus- 
tice was,  in  fact,  virtually  denied  to  sni^ 
tors ;  those  very  suitors  being  obliged  te 
pay  the  government,  on  the  amounts 
claimed  by  them,  from  50  down  to  7  and 
6  per  cent.  This  he  was  able  to  declare, 
not  from  any  official  documents  obtained 
by  him  from  the  East  India  Company, 
but  from  Uieir  own  regulations  of  181%; 
regulations,  in  which  the  Honse  would 
find  wiUi  astODitfbmeat,  that  a  fine  was 
levied  on  the  value  sued  for,  deoreastog 
as  the  amount  increased,  firom  50  down  to 
1  per  cent.  That  astonishment  would  be 
much  increased,  when  he  stated,  that 
every  document  requisite  to  the  progress 
of  a  suit,  the  ciutions,  examinations,  and 
depositions  of  witnesses,  dtc  were  aU  to 
be  wvitun,  every  sheet  of  tbem%  upeu 
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ttmped  paper;  thereby  incmmg  tlwie 
hearj  expenses  to  an  enormbos  total  i— 
expenses  wbich»  under  the  nattre  princes, 
never  exceeded  £5  per  cent  on  the  amount 
daimed.  This,  then,  was  almost  a  virtual 
dedal  of  justice  altogether.  The  conse* 
^qoence  or  these  unreasonable  disburse- 
ments  waS|  that,  for  years  toother,  sni* 
tors  were  unable  to  obtain  justice ;  and  it 
was  stated  in  the  documeats  already  on 
the  table,  that  in  the  couf  se  of  a  long  life 
a  man  could  scarcely  expect  to  see  any 
determhiatioo  of  suits  osmmenced  in 
Asia.  The  consequence  of  all  this  bad 
been,  an  increase  of  crime,  enomous  and 
auch  as  that  House  was  little  prepared  to 
learn.  The  depravity  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Bengal,  in  psrticular,  had  exceeded  all 
bounds.  He  blamed  no  individual:  k 
was  the  system  under  which  such  abuses 
existed,  of  which  he  comptained.  When 
the  House  understood  that  the  eittensive 
aystem  of  lord  Comwallls,  enacted  in 
1792,  prevailed  in  one  part  of  India,  while 
in  another  it  was  altered  and  disfigured, 
ao  that  throughout  those  extensive  dom^ 
nions  there  was  neither  uniformity  «f  law, 
nor  uniformity  in  ito  operation,  be  hoped 
they  would  feel  how  necessary  it  was  to 
■consider  of  a  remedy  for  such  alarming 
evils.  He  should  therefore  move,  "That 
there  be  laid  before  thb  Hoose,  copies  or 
extracts  of  the  reports  and  proceedin]gs 
of  the  several  jpresidencia  in  India,  con- 
cerning the  administrstion  of  justice^  civil 
and  criminal,  and  of  the  poKce,  flrom  1810 
to  the  present  time.'* 

Mr.  Caiiaia^  said,  ttat  as  the  hon. 
gentleman's  motion  seemed  to  have  been 
made  merely  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
information,  he  would  trooble  the  House 
with  a  very  few  words.  It  was  undoubt« 
cdly  true,  that  orach  difference  and  con- 
troversy had  existed ;  not  as  to  the  judi- 
cial svstem  attempted  to  be  introduced 
into  India,  because  that  was  modelled 
upon  our  own,  and  such  emendations  had 
been  engrafked  upon  it  as  local  circum- 
stances were  thought  to  requve ;  but  as 
to  the  adaptation  of  that  system  to  that 
particular  countrv.  Were  his  own  opi- 
ition  to  be  asked  upon  this  subject,  ne 
ehoold  not,  undoubtedlv,  draw  so  highly 
coloured  a  picture  as  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  done;  but  he  should  rather  say,  that 
the  benevolent  intentions  of  lord  Cdm- 
wailb  had  been  in  many  instances  frul- 
trated.  If  some  evils  had  flowed  firom 
that  system,  he  was  by  no  ttieans jnepaMl 
to  say,  that  no  good  had  been  efeeted  by 


it*  It  slmold  be  remombered,  that  it  was 
a  system  sanctioned  by  his  name,  and  by 
the  apprdbation  of  tMt  House;  and  as 
the  emanation  of  so  gre^  and  luminous  a 
mind,  it  ou^ht  at  least  to  be  approached 
with  hesitation  and  respect.  Of  tlie  seve^ 
ral  motions  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  purposed  to  maiie,  and  which  he  had 
done  him  the  honour  to  transmit  to  him 
some  time  ago,  he  had  selected  fomr^ 
which  he  tho^ht  would  be  Cound  to  an- 
swer his  object  best;  and  the  papers  re» 
quired  by  these  even,  would  be  so  volumf^ 
mnis,  thiat  he  was  sure  the  day  proposed 
for  the  discussion  of  the  subject  would 
prove  tube  a  very  distant  one^ 

Lord  Marpeih  considered  the  motioa 
as  one  calculated  to  confer  the  best  be- 
nefit on  an  extended  population,  namelyv 
a  just  adrntnistratioil  of  the  law  i  with  this 
benefit  they  were  at  present  eothrrfy  onae>- 
quahited,and  Indiajmaentedamelanch^ly 
scene  in  consequence.  It  was  impossible 
that  the  Hou^e  should  not  enter  into  the 
views  of  the  hou«  mover«  Far  himself.  It 
was  bis  decided  opiaion,  that  howeifel> 
extentive  our  territorial  dominions  ia 
Hindostan  might  be— howev^  we  might 
have  subdued  faction  and  revalt^bow- 
ever  we  might  have  crushed  a  formidiJile 
confederacy  of  Mahratta  princes,  and 
now  rangea  those  predatory  and  feoclatDiy 
chiefii  under  our  own  banners-*-yet  in» 
best  security  and  our  firmest  empire  was 
to  be  established  In  the  afieciions  and  at^ 
tachment  of  the  native  population ;  and 
thoae  could  only  be  acquired  by  making 
them,  feel  that  equity  and  protection  were 
the  principles  of  our  jurisprudence. 

Sir  W.  Butrtmghi  declared,  that  to  hie 
own  knowledge,there  was  nojustice  in  India 
mitil  the  estidilisbment  of  the  regulathma 
introdaced  by  lord  Corawaliis,  whose 
eystem  had  his  complete  approbatbn.  Tlie 
dtfusion  of  it  was  of  course  attended  with 
difficulty,  and  many  years  must  ebpse  ht^ 
fine  It  could  be  exclusively  in  operation. 
Its  progress,  however,  had  been  greatct 
than  could  have  been  expected,  although 
much  impeded  by  a  false  economy  in 
limltmg  the  number  of  individuals  enn 
ployed  io  Ae  administration  of  justice. 
He  had  had  ao  opportunity,  during  a  re- 
sidence of  91  ^ars  of  witnessing  thb 
improvement  which  the  system  had  madh 
in  the  charader  of  Uie  natives,  aad  the 
inducements  which  il  held  out  to  tiie  iow 
habitants  of  the  n^{|hbouriog  states  to 
emigrate  to  the  British  donrinious;  As 
tomo  i^siem  of  police,  it  was  dreadful 
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The  popaiation  of  Calcutta  was  estimated 
at  from  750,000  to  800»000  aouk ;  con* 
•iBting  of  Hindoost  Maliominedansy  Ma* 
lays,  Chinese*  Jews,  Europeans,  Arabs, 
&c.  whoUe  occupations  were  as  ^a* 
rious  as  their  description.  To  keep  so 
iDotlev  a  gtoupe  in  order,  certainly  re- 
quired much  vigilance ;  bur  great  oppres- 
sion was  frequently  exercised.  Persons, 
after  apprehension,  were  sometimes  kept 
in  custody  for  months  together,  without 
examination*  Some-  even  died  in  prison 
before  the  time  for  their  examination 
arrived.  He  knew  an  instance  of  a  young 
Malay  female,  not  twenty  years  of  age« 
who  was  sent  by  a  magistrate  to  the  town 
guard,  where  she  remained  many  weeks : 
and  when  eventually  liberatedp  it  appeared 
that  no  information  had  been  giveft 
against  her.  In  fact,  the  abuses  In  the 
police  boUi  at  Calcutta*  and  in  the  neigh- 
bouring districts  were  numerouSt  flagranti 
«pd  abominable. 

Mr.  Hume  expressed  his  concutrence 
in  the  selection  &om  his  niotions  made  by 
the  right  hon.  the  president  of  the  board 
of  control.  Adverting  to  what  had  just 
fallen  from  the  learned  gentleman,  he  ob- 
served, that  if  there,  was  one  evil  in  India 
which  required  correction  more  than  ano- 
ther, it  was  the  state  of  the  police.  Many 
months  often  elapsed  before  persons  who 
were  apprehended  were  brought  to  an 
examination ;  during  which  time  they  were 
kept  in  crowded  prisons,  where  death 
frequently  overtook  them.  The  whole 
system  of  the  Bengal  police  was  carried 
on  by  hired  spies,  ^e  beads  of  bands  of 
robbers,  who  were  admitted  king's  evi- 
dence. So  far  from  there  being  any  eco- 
nomy in  the  judicial  department,  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  on  the  whole  of  Eu- 
rope did  not  cost  somuch.as  the  administra- 
.tion  of  justice  in  the  British  dominions  in 
India.  Uq  congratulated  the  Houseand  the 
nublic,  on  the  recent  publication  of  Mr. 
Mill,  which  contained  so  many  accurate 
statements  and  so  much  clear  reasoning, 
that  it  could  not  fail  to  be  eminently 
beneficial. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  dwelt  emphatically  on 
the  importance  of  India,  and  on  the 
wretchcKl  state  of  the  police  and  adminis- 
tration of  justice  inthatcountnr;  and  Im- 
pressed on  the  other  members  of  his  majes- 
ty's government,  the  expediency  qf  taking 
measures  forthwith,  to  bring  the  natives  of 
that  country  out  of  the  sta^  of  wretched- 
ness in  which  they  were  plunged^ 

Mr.  Canning  said,  he  odi^mI  UU^Xt  thfi 


bon.  member,  that  it  was-  not  the  first  time 
the  subject*  had  been  under  consideration ; 
it  might  be  called  the  daily  food  of  those 
whose  duty  it  was  to  superintend  the  po» 
lice,  and  to  improve  the  internal  condition 
of  our  East  India  provinces.  But  a  con- 
troversy did  still  subsist  between  very 
able  meu,  whether  the  system  of  British 
jurisprudence,  which  had  been  transplant* 
ed  tnere  with  the  best  Intentions,  was 
adapted  to  the  wants,  the  habits,  and  the 
interests  of  the  natives.  With  his  limited 
experience,  he  could  scarcely  say  what 
was  the  inclination  of  his  own  mind  re- 
specting it ;  much  less  could  he,  although 
it  had  been  the  subject  of  his  anxious 
study,  express  a  confident  opinion,  where 
there  was  the  authority  of  lord  CornwsUis 
on  one  side,  and  that  of  a  distinguished 
successor  on  the  other.  But  if  equally 
balanced  in  other  respects,  still  it  was 
evident  that  the  latter  bad  Uie  advantage 
of  experience  to  set  against  the  prospec- 
tive benevolence  with  which  the  system 
was  introduced.  Under  the  chief-justice* 
ship  of  sir  £•  East,  however,  many  difficul- 
ties in  practice  had  been  removed,  and 
some  points  of  difference  set  at  rest.  He 
did  not  apprehend  that  the  subject  would 
be  ripe  for  being  referred  to  a  committee 
during  the  present  session,  but  he  looked 
forward  with  hope  that  it  would  be  in  a 
fit  state  for  consideration  in  the  course  of 
the  next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  as  were  also 
the  following  for, 

1 . ''  Copies  or  Extracts  of  the  Dispatches 
from  the  court  of  Directors  of  the  East 
India  Company  to  the  several  Presidencies 
in  India,  concerning  the  administration  of 
justice,  civil  and  criminal,  and  of  the 
police,  from  1810  to  the  present  time. 

2.  Account  of  the  Expense  of  the  Police 
and  judicial  establishmenta  in  Bengal, 
Behar,  Orissa,  and  Benares,  in  the  year 
1792,  and  In  the  year  1818,  or  the  latest 
year,   to   which    it   can   be  made  up. 

3.  Amount  of  the  judicial  Charges  in 
India  at  the  three  Presidencies  of  Bengal, 
Fort  St.  George,  and  Bombay,  in  the  year 
1818,  or  for  the  latest  year  for  which  the 
same  can  be  made  up,  distinguishing  the 
principal  heads  of  charge,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  his  majesty's  courts.'* 

.  Im^olvbht  Debtors  —  Committsb 
Ai>PQiHTBD.3  The  AUame^  Gmerol 
r^se.  In  pursuance  of  the  notice  he  had 
giveut  to  submit  a  motion  to  the  House* 
with  regaid  to  the  present  slate  of  tho 
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l«w  as  it  refpected-insoWent  debtors.  It 
was  not  his  intentiofi  to  move  for  the  ab- 
rogation of  that  law,  but  to  recommend 
the  expediency  of  inquiring  whether  it 
was  not  susceptible  of  some  improvement. 
An  act  of  parliament  had  passed  in  the 
year  18 IS,  which  might  be  called  new,  as 
Jnmt  as  it  became  a  part  of  our  legal  sys- 
tem. It  was  a  law  not  before  known  in 
the  ordinary  administration  of  justice,  and 
iu  object  was  to  provide  for  the  discharge 
of  persons  under  confinement  for  debt.  I 
From  time  to  time,  however,  during  the 
last  hundred  years,  acu  of  this  kind  had 
been  paased  as  occasion  seemed  to  re- 
quire. Before  the  introduction  of  that 
practice,  a  creditor  to  a  certain  amount 
night,  bj  the  lawof  thecountnr,  not  only 
arrest  his  debtor  and  detain  him  till  he 
found  bail  to  try  the  cause,  butt  on  ob- 
taining judment,  might  keep  him  in  exe- 
cution till  lie  should  pay  the  debt.  At 
different  times  the  legislature  had  there- 
fore interfered,  and  applied  the  principle 
ef  the  bankrupt  laws  to  the  ordinary  cases 
of  insolvency,  and  the  debtor  was  dis- 
charged on  surrendering  his  effects.  Such 
laws  were,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the 
word,  ex  poti  facto  ;  and  the  question  was, 
whether  the  honest  debtor  would  not  be 
more  effectually  protected  from  oppres- 
sion, and  the  creaitor  from  injustice,  by 
some  permanent  and  established  system  of 
law  upon  the  subiect.  The  present  act 
would  expire  at  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  if  not  renewed,  with  such  alterations 
as  might  appear  expedient!  the  law  must 
return  to  its  former  state,  by  which  the 
debtor  who  could  not  pay  was  subject  to 
imprisonment  for  life,  at  the  diacretion  or 
mercy  of  his  creditor.  After  the  first  act 
had  been  some  time  in  operation,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  for  appointing  a  committee 
to  consider  it;  ana  the  result  was,  that 
it  was  so  far  changed  as  to  give  the  judge 
who  presided  at  the  insolvent  debtors 
court,  a  power  of  refusing  to  debtors,  in 
case  of  misconduct,  the  benefit  of  the  act. 
It  seemed  now  to  be  agreed,  that  the  law 
required  still  further  amendoBent ;  and  for 
the  purpose  of  making  it  more  beneficial, 
he  thought  it  better  to  refer  it  to  a  com- 
mittee, Uian  to  bring  in  a  bill  formed  upon 
bis  own  or  upon  private  suggestions. 
Another  ground  for  referring  the  whole 
subject  to  a  committee  was,  that  many 
pefvons  urged  that  the  law  was  bad  in 
principie,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  exist. 
The  DuiBeroos  petitions  which  had  been 
lMi«Med»  IJHa  ebcci  madeit  expedient 


to  re-corisider  the  principle,  as  well  as  the 
best  practical  means  of  regulating  its  ap- 
plication.   Under tl  eie  circumstances,  no 
question  better  desc  nring  of  grave  inquiry ' 
could  be  imagined,  than  whether  the  law 
as  it  now  stood  ought  to  be  continued,  or 
entirely  done  away.    It  was  undeniable, 
that  the  occasional  acts  which  had  been 
passed  during  the  last  century  for  the  re- 
lief of  debtors,  had  grown  in  rapidity  of' 
succession  with  the  growing  population 
and  commerce  of  the  country.    It  was* 
also  clearly  more  advantageous   for  the' 
creditor  to  know  before-hand  on  what* 
terms  he  contracted  with  his  debtor  by' 
some  fixed  and  general  law,  than  that  par- ' 
liament  should  at  difierent  periods   be 
called  upon  to  interfere  between  them. 
He  believed  that  the  defects  of  the  law 
had  been  considerably  mistated:   many 
persons   had    unquestionably   been    de- 
frauded, but  there  were  also  ma(iy  un- 
fortunate cases  in  which  the  debtor  could 
not  by  any  human  ingenuity  answer  his 
engagements.     The  important  question 
was,  whether,  on  a  fair  balance  of  the 
inconveniences  attending  the  law,  with 
those  of  the  ancient  system,  it  was  de- ' 
sirable  that  the  latter  should  be  restored. 
He  knew  that  observations  had  been  made 
as  to  whether  justice  had  always  lieen  ad- 
ministered in  the^  court  appointed  for  the 
hearing    cases    of    thu    nature.      This 
would  also  form  a  proper  subject  for  the 
inquiries  of  a  committee ;  and  he  could " 
afsure  the  House,  that  none  were  more 
desirous  of  investigation  than  those  who 
practised  in  that  court.    All  that  labour 
and  assiduity  and  integrity  could  do,  had 
been  done;  but  whether,  in  the  vast  mul- 
tiplicity of  business  which  had  come  be- 
fore it,  honest  judgment  had  not  some-' 
thnes  fallen  into  error,  was  more  than 
could  be  said  of  the  highest  tribunals,  or 
of  the  purest  characters.— The  hon.  and  * 
learned  gentleman  concluded  with  moving, 
<<  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  state  of  the  law 
respecting    the   discharge   of  Insolvent 
Debtors,  and  the  several  Acts  passed  in  * 
the  5Srd,  54th,  and  56th  years  of  the 
reign  of  his  present  majesty,  relative  to 
the  same,  and  the  effects  produced  there- 
by; and  to  report  to  tlie  House  their 
observations  thereon,  and  the  best  means 
of  rendering  the  same  eflectual.*' 

Mr.  Alderman  Wakhman  said,  it  would 
be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that 
on  presenting  the  first  petition  against  the 
IsMolvent  DebtOfB  act,  lie  had  gif  en  no- 
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tioe,  if  a  renewal  of  thai  aoc  were  pro- 
|io»ed»  that  be  should  move  the  appoints 
ment  of  a  eommitteeito  inquire  into  the 
nature  and  charaetor  of  the  meaturot  and 
the  effect!  which  it  had  produced.  After 
such  a  nottcei  he  certainly  did  not  expect 
that  the  bon.  and  learned  gentleman 
would  come  forward  and  move  u>r  a  com* 
mtttee*  pledged  as  he  fMr.  W.)  was  to 
the  measure.  His  object  would  bate 
beeoi  ijf  he  had  had  the  nomination  of 
the  committee,  to  hare  proposed  gentle- 
men possessed  of  a  practical  knowledge  of 
trade  and  commerce.  He  did  not  wish 
to  speak  with  disrespect  of  gentlemen  of 
legal  attainments:  it  was  to  t^  recollected, 
boweirer,  that  this  act  had  been  in  force 
four  years,  that  two  attempts  at  its  im- 
provement  'had  already  been  made,  and 
that  notwithstanding  it  waa  still  in  a  most 
defectire  state.  Whether  it  was  owing 
to  the  defective  formation  of  the  former 
committees  that  the  grievances  existed  up 
to  the  present  moment,  he  would  not  pre- 
tend to  say.  He  certainly  agreed  with 
the  learned  gentlemani  in  many  of  the 
observations  which  be  had  made.  It 
would  be  said,  perbapa,  <<  if  you  agree 
tp  the  proposition  of  the  learned  gentle- 
man, wnat  is  the  oUect  of  your  now  ad- 
dressing the  House  r'  Without  meaning 
to  throw  out  anv  reflections  or  impute^ 
tions  upc(n  the  noose,  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  say,  that  this  was  a  subject 
which,  by  the  ms^rity  of  the  members* 
waa  but  uttle  understood*  It  waa  a  sub- 
ject which  they  perhaps  thought  of  no 
great  ioaportance ;  but  a  more  important 
subject  was  never  before  the  House*  whe- 
ther considered  in  a  moral  or  commercial 
Kint  of  view.  He  (eh  himself  particu- 
^  ly  called  op,  aa  having  presented  peti- 
tions from  various  places,  against  the  re- 
newal of  the  act  in  its  present  shape*  to 
explain  what  his  views  were  to  the  House. 
And,  in  the  fii«t  place,  he  would  observe, 
that  the  subjeot  was  brought  before  the 
House  in  the  fairest  wsy  in  which  it  could 
be  brought.  Though  some  members  had, 
on  a  former  evening,  deprecated  the  raia- 
lag  a  clamour  against  the  Ii^lvent  act, 
he  would  say  that  no  unfair  means  had 
been  resorted  to  in  order  to  provoke  pe- 
titions against  it.  The  subject  came  be- 
fore the  House  in  a  way  which  showed 
what  the  feelings  of  the  people  were  with 
respect  to  it.  He  agreed  with  the  learned 
attorney-general  in  thinking  that  it  waa 
necessaiy  there  should  be  some  law  on 
the  siibsect;  .and  the  petitiojis  wbicb 


had  been  presented  to  the  House*  all  con- 
curred in  expressiog  a  wish  fiir  what  the- 
learned  gentleman  stated  to  be  the  dqeot 
he  bad  in  view,  namely,  a  meaaure.  for 
the  security  of  creditors  and  for  the  pro* 
tection  of  honest  debtors.  The  quea* 
tion  for  the  consideration  of  the  House 
was*  what  ought  now  to  be  done?  It 
had  been  said  that  the  present  measure 
waa  equivalent  to  a  commiasion  of  bank* 
ruptcy.  Now,  with  deference  to  the  hon^ 
member  who  made  thb  observation,  he 
'would  observe  with  respect  to  the  bank* 
nipt  laws*  that  whatever  defecta  they 
might  have*  they  were  vet  founded  ia 
reaaon  and  justice.  And  they  possessed 
one  advantage  w^ich  did  not  belong  to 
the  Insolvent  act-— that  whei^a  person  had 
entrusted  his  property  to  an  insolvent*  bo 
had  an  opportunity  of  stopping  the  indl* 
vidual  in  his  extravagance*  and  psevent* 
ing  him  from  goin^  on  till  not  one 
farthing  was  left  to  his  creditors.  From 
the  expense  attending  petib'ons*  and  the 
want  of  due  arrangements,  the  banknipa 
Uws  were  not  ao  beneficial  as  they  migbfc 
be ;  but  he  bad  never  seen  an  inatance  ie 
which  if  the  assignees  were  determined 
to  see  justice  done*  the  commiasioneie 
were  pot  ready  to  do  their  duty.  Bu^ 
he  would  aak  the  advocates  of  the  pie* 
sent  act*  if  any  such  advantages  resulted 
from  it?  The  greatest  injustice  bad 
been  committed  under  it  that  probablj 
evisr  was  inflicted  on  the  country  by  maj 
act  of  parliameqt.  There  were  indivw 
duals  in  the  liberties  of  the  Kiog's- 
bench  and  Fl.eet  who  owed  tens  of 
thousands  of  pounds  to  their  creditors^ 
who  bad  property  to  a  large  amount,  and 
yet  the  creditors  had  no  OMans  of  making 
them  account.  He  had  received  a  peti- 
tion which  he  should  have  presented  to 
the  House  last  night,  but  for  some  infor- 
mality. It  related  to  a  particttlar  caso. 
A  person  who  kept  a  boarding  school  for 
young  ladies*  who  owed  between  two  and 
three  thousand  pounds,  collected  all  the 
aums  due  to.  him  from  hia  scholars,  sold 
off  all  his  furniture,  and  contrived  to  ges 
into 'prison,  where  he  liv^  within  too 
rules*  on  the  property  of  bis  crediterst 
who  had  no  meana  whatever  of  reaching 
that  property.  A  petition  hadbeeosoroe 
time  ago  presented  from  persons*  who 
suted  themselves  to  have  been  kept  in 
prison  some  of  them  twenty  er  thirty 
years.  On  application  to  the  Ka^per  of 
the  prison,  he  had  been  infomed  thas 
one  pf  the  piersooa  who  bad  ymiliiiaiU> 


1000]      /itMftwt^  DeU9n-*^€9mimtiee  appmnted.     March  16,  1819* 


Cl««6 


Wtt»  posseMed  of  eoiulderMe  property,--^ 
rhak  she  had  been  living  there  several 
yea^s  on  that  prof»erty,    and  that  she 
might  have  taken  the  benefit  of  the  act, 
had  she  chosen  to  give  up  that  property; 
Another  (^  the  persons  kept  there  had 
been  confined  ttr^ty  years  on  some  ex« 
chequer  process.     Were  creditors  to  be 
considered  as  hard-hearted  for  keeping 
then*  debtors  in  prison,  ^Vhen  they  had  no 
tneaoa  of  fovcing  the  debtor  to  come  for** 
wBfrd  ?     There  waa  a  report  of  a  com- 
mfitlee  of  that  House  on  the  subject  in 
179S.     Oi^  looking  into  ttiat  report,  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  same  dfsposition 
In  debtors    existed    then,     ^vhich    now 
existed.      At  that  time  there  were  many 
prisoners  who  had  been  twenty  years  im- 
prisoned.   Tliere  were  there  many  dis- 
reputable persons  who  followed  the  pro- 
fe^on  of  the  law,  wftbout  having  been 
regularly    brought    up  to    it,    and  who 
practised  all  manner  of  pettifogging  acta. 
Many  of  the  individuals  then  in  confine- 
ment, some  for  a  period  of  twenty  years 
^d  been  kept  in  prison  for  the  costs  to 
these    pettifogging    attorneys.      Various 
persons  then,  as  well  as  now,   cIyosc  to 
atST  in  prison,  living  on  their  property  ra* 
ther  than  pay  their  creditors.    He  had 
beeh  accused  of  misrepresenting  some  of 
the  facts  which  he  had  stated  on  a  former 
Occasion.     In  March   ISl?*    two  years 
f^o,  the  property  decided  on  by  the  in- 
solvent court  amounted    to  8,800,000/. 
He  did  not  know  what  the  exact  amount 
of  the  sunk  was  at  the  present  period. 
But  he  had  said,  if  it  bore  any  propor- 
tion* to  that  of  the   former  part  of  the 
period  during  which  the  act  had  been  in 
operation,  the  whol^  would   amount  to 
14?  or  15  millions.    He  had  stated,  that 
not  one  farthing  in  the  pourid  had  been 
received.    But  they  were  now  told  that 
this  was  a  wrong  calculation — ^that  many 
of  these  debts  were  twice  included — thnt 
h)  cases  of  bills,  where  more  than  one  in- 
solvent were  concerned  in  the  same  bill, 
each  insolvent  gave  in  the  whole  amount 
of  the  bill  in  the  Hst  of  his  debts.    Look- 
ing at  the  return  from  the  Fleet  prison, 
re  appeared  that  a  greater  number  of 
prisoners  were  liberated  otherwise  than  by 
rtie  act,  than  the  number  who  took  the 
benefit  of  the  act.    ft  appeared  that  those 
who  chose  to  m^ke  tefms  with  their  credi- 
fdrt  were  immediately  liberated,  and  that 
thdse  who  had  eitpended  all  their  property 
fook  the  benefit  of  the  act.    Admitting 
the  accuracy  of  what  had  been  stated  by 
( VOU  XXXIX. ) 


j  the  clerks  of  the  maolvent  cotrtt,  tliatbilU 
'  were  included  several  times  over,    this 
might  amonnt  to  one-fourth  of  the  whole. 
The  House  had  been  told  that  this  mea- 
sure answered  well  in  Scotland,  and  that 
the  Insolvent  act  was  founded  on   the 
cessio  bonorum.    With  respect  to  the  law 
of  cenm  bonorum^  it  was  like  the  bank- 
rupt laws  in  one  respect — it  allowed  ait 
inquiry  into  the  past  conduct  of  the  in- 
dividual seeking  to  bie  liberated.      Urrder 
the  bankrupt  tews,  the  fh^t  thing  which 
#as  done  was  an  investigation  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  bankrupt,  an  examinatron 
of  his  balance-sheet.    Now  he  would  ask 
the  learned  gentleman,  if  this  was   the 
case  with  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  aet?   He 
might    appeal    to    any    gentleman  con- 
nected with  trade,  whether  it  was  possi- 
ble for  any  individual  to  obtain  a  certrfr* 
cate,  unless  hcsatisfactorOy  accounted  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  got  rid  of 
his  property.     A   great  deal  had  been 
said  respectmg  poor  and  distressed  deb- 
tors.    But  what  was  the  fact?     By  an 
account  which  he  now  held  in  his  hands, 
rt  appeared  that  the  debts  amounting  to 
l,000f.  and  upwards,  formed  neaHy  three-* 
fourths  of  the  whole.    Out  of  four  mil- 
lions of  property,  the  debts  amounting  to 
1,000/.  and  upwards,  came  to  2,835,000/. 
It  would  hardly  be  contended,  that  those 
who  owed    these  sums    were  poor  per- 
sons thrown  into  prison  by  their  hard- 
hearted creditors.     The  attorney-gene- 
ral had  told  them,  that  before  the  present 
act,  there  was  every  year  a  necessity  for 
a  partial  insolvent  act.— The  worthy  al- 
derman here  went  into  a  statement,  to 
show  that  from  1806  the  number  of  per- 
sons discharged  under  these  partial  acts 
amounted  only  to  a  small  proportion  of 
the  number  committed  to  prison  for  debt. 
On  coming  to   1814«,    they    would   find 
more  persons  committed  and  discharged' 
in  one  year  than  in  three  or  four  years 
previously   under   Occasional   acts.      He 
would  state  his  conviction,  that  it  was  ne- 
Oessary  to  have  the  subject  on  a  difierent 
foundation  altogether.    In  fact,  the  place 
where  the  court  was  held,  in  the  city  of 
Westminster,  was  so  far  from  the  seat  of 
business,    that  creditors  rather  than  go  so 
far,  would  prefer  to  lose  their  dividend 
altogether.     He  did  not  mean  to  throw 
out    any  imputation    on  any  individual 
connected    with  the    insolvent    debtors* 
court,  as  those  individuals  were  not  here 
to  defend  themselves ;    but  he  would  say, 
that  ft  was  impossible  for  any  individual 
(3T) 
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tion  of  the  bankrupt  laws.    Now,  he  him^ 
$elf  had  been  a  comoiissioner  o(  bankrupt! 
many  yearsi  and  he  would  say  that  with 
every  oesire,  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  do  that  justice  to  the  parties  for  which 
they  here  received  credit.— The  worthy  a}i- 
derman  had  said  that  persons  went  within 
the  rules  and  set  their  creditors  at  defiance 
—but  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  why  thia 
offence  should  be  charged  on  the  Insolvent 
Debtors'  act.    If  a  person  possessed  of 
property  took  the  benefit  of  the  act^  with- 
out giving  up  that  propertv  to  his  cpe- 
ditors,  thiA  DMght  be  charffed  on  the  act ; 
but  he  could  not  see  why  a  man's  not 
taking  the  benefit  of  the  act  fhould  be 
charged  on  the  act.    But  the  very  same 
thing  took  place  when  temporary  acta 
were  passed — the  debtor  who  chose  re* 
mained  in  prison,  and  the  creditor  re- 
mained without  redress. — Without  going 
into  the  statement  of  the  worthy  alderman 
respecting  the  large  sums  decided  on  by 
the  court,  and  the  small  dividends  which 
bad  been  received,  he  would  only  observe, 
that  unless  the  worthy  alderman  could 
show  that  the  debtors  mid  property  which 
they  fraudulently  kept    trom  their  cre- 
ditors, this  could  not  be  a  charge  against 
the  Insolvent  Debtors'  act.— As  to  the 
cessio   bQtiorumf  on  which  the  Insolvent 
Debtors'  act  was  founded,  the  greatest 
benefits   had  resulted   from  it,  both  ia 
Holland  and  in  Scotland.    In  the  latter 
fcountry  the  greatest  benefit  had  resulted 
to  all  classes  of  persons  from  this  law* 
When  the  subject  was  before  the  com- 
mittee^  one  of  the  questions  for  their  con* 
sideratioo  would  be,  how  to  deal  with  per- 
sons living  within  the  rules  in  the  posses- 
sion of  large  sums  which  they  would  not 
give  up  to  their  creditors.    If  he  showed 
that  this  could  be  done,  and  that  the  In- 
solvent act  was  the  road  by  which  this 
could  best  be  done,  he  hoped  the  worthy 
alderman  would  agree  that  it  was  a  mea- 
sure which  the  House  ought  to  adopt.— 
The  worthy  alderman   had  intimated  a 
strong  desire  to  have  a  committee  com- 
posed of  commercial  men   alone.    But^ 
without  any  disrespect  to  commercial  men, 
the  House  would  not  be  doing  its  duty  if 
it  allowed  the  law  of  debtor  and  creditor 
to  be  decided  by  the  creditors  alone.  But 
though  the  creditors  ought  not  to  sit  as 
judges,  they  might  come  forward  as  wit- 
nesses— they  might  come  before  the  com- 
mittee in  what   numbers   they  pleased* 
The  laws  which  were  passed  before  the 
preseat  were  ex  poitjacto  lairs— they  were. 


to  do  justice  to  creditors,  debtors,  and 
the  public,  who  had  above  three  thousand 
eases  annuslly  to  decide  upon.  This 
was  more  business  than  belonged  to  the 
whole  of  the  commissioners  of  bankrupts 
and  the  court  of  chancery.  It  was  impossi- 
ble that  one  individual,  without  a  jury, 
and  without  assistance,  could  execute 
the  duties  of  such  an  office.  He  ^ould 
only  trouble  the  House  with  one  further 
observation.  Every  individual  with  whom 
he  had  conversed  was  of  opinion  that 
aometbing  was  necessary*  It  might  be 
necessary  to  extend  toe  provisions  of 
the  Lords  act— to  revise  the  bankrupt 
laws  .with  the  view  of  diminishing  the 
expense  of  petitioning.  If  this  were  done^ 
there  would  be  little  necessity  for  a  me^ 
sure  of  this  kind.  But  if  a  measure  of 
this  kind  must  be  brought  in,  he  hoped  it 
would  difier  essentially  from  the  present* 
Ab  to  the  committee  of  the  learned  gen- 
tleman, be  knew  not  who  was  in  his  list. 
The  learned  gentleman  had,  indeed, 
shown  him,  the  list  one  day,  but  he  hoped 
he  would  not  pertinaciously  adhere  to  that 
Ust.  He  had  two  or  three  names  to  pro- 
pose—4ie  knew  not  their  sentiments  on 
the  subject,  but  he  knew  they  were  ac^ 
quainted  with  business,  and  above  all, 
with  the  effects  produced  by  the  insoU 
vent  act^  and  that  they  would  give  an 
impartial  consideration  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Abtrcromby  observed,  that  after 
the  committee  had  terminated  their  la- 
bours and  presented  tlieir  report,  the 
merits  of  tliis  question  would  properly 
come  under  consideration.  He  had  to 
apologize  to  the  House  for  offering  any 
observations  on  it  at  all ;  but  there  were 
some  few  words  which  had  fallen  from  the 
worthy  alderman  that  required  notice. 
The  worthy  alderman  had  charged  some 
offences  on  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  act 
which  did  not  belong  to  it.  The  worthy 
alderman  liad  said  that  a  comparison  was 
drawn  some  nights  ago  between  the  bank- 
rupt lawa  and  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  act, 
but  that  no  comparison  could  be  drawn  be- 
tween them,  as  the  bankrupt  laws  were 
founded  in  justice,  and  the  Insolvent 
Debtors'  act  was  not.  Was  an  act  which 
said  that  an  honest  debtor  who  Hiirly  gave 
up  his  property  should  not  be  abandoned 
entirely  to  the  mercy  of  his  creditor,  not 
founded  in  justice  I  The  worthy  alder- 
man had  said  that  when  assignees  were 
disposed  to  do  their  duty,  justice  was  al- 
ways done,  and  he  had  bestowed  praise  on 
all  who  were  connected  with  the  execu* 
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paned  when  tbt  gaob  were  laU»  and  Ihey 
■at  the  debtor  at  libertj  witboot  forcing 
him  to  transfer  bis  property  to  his  creditor. 
.  Mr.  Hurii  agreed  irith  the  last  speaker 
in  his  view  of  the  Sttbjecty  and  he  thought 
the  attorney-general  deserved  great  praise 
for  tfae  manner  in  which  he  brougnt  the 
measure  forward. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to*  and  a  com- 
tnittee^  consisting  of  the  following  mem^ 
bersy  was  appointed,  viz.  Mr.  Attorney 
^veneral,  lord  Althorp»  sir  M.  W.  Ridleyi 
sir  C.  Monckt  Mr.  Abercromby,  sir  J. 
Mackintosh,  Mr.  W.  Courtenay,  Mr. 
Brougham,  Mr.  Alderman  Wood,  Mr. 
Robert  Grant,  Mr.  Calcraf^,  Mr.  Alder* 
man  Waithman,  Mr.  Hart  Davis,  Mr. 
Fiolay,  general  Gascoyne,  sir.R.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Littleton,  Mr.  G.  Lamb,  Mr.  Faza- 
ktdey^  Mr.  John  Allan,  Mr.  Dawson, 
Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Lambton,  and  sir 
James  Graham. 

QvALIf ICATIOK  OV  MeMBSRS  BfI.L.1 

Sir  G.  Warrender  said,  the  motion  which 
he  had  to  propose  would  not  require  to  be 
prefiused  by  many  observations.    By  the 
act  of  the  9th  of  queen  Anne,  ch.  5,  it 
was  enacted,  that  to  enable  a  person  to  sit 
for  an  English  county,  he  should  possess 
600^  a-year ;  and  to  sit  for  a  ciiy  or  burgh 
dOQL  apyear,  in  land  in  England  or  Wales, 
fiioce  the  union  with  Ireland,  property  in 
that  country  was  taken  as  a  quahfication 
for  members,  in  the  same  manner  as  pro- 
perty in  England,  so  that  now  the  only 
part  of  the  united   kingdom,   in  which 
frroperty  was  not  admittra  as  a  qualifica- 
tion for  representing  Englbb  counties  and 
boroughs,  was  Scotland.    His  obyect  was 
not  to  interfere  with  the  general  law  re- 
specting qualifications,  which  was  deemed 
by  some  to  be  capable  of  amendment, 
but  merely  to  correct  an  anomaly,  by 
making  property  in  Scotland  available  as 
a  qualification  for  members  to  represent 
English  counties  or  boroughs.    He  then 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  **for 
farther   regulating    the  Qualification  of 
Members  to  serve  in  the  United  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland." 

Mr.  Bnmgham  said,  that  though  he  did 
not  mean  to  oppose  the  introduction  of 
the  bill,  nor  was  prepared  to  state  at  that 
period  his  assent  to,  or  dissent  (rem  the 
principle  of  it,  he  should  suggest  one  ob- 
vious prima  f aw  objection,  with  which, 
no  doubt,  the  hon.  mover  would  be  .met, 
but  which  it  lay  in  his  power  to  obviate. 
There  was  au  obvious  reason  why,  .as  the 
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law  at  present  ^od,  landed  property^  in 
Ireland  was  receivable  as  a  qualification 
for  members  to  represent  places  in  Eng< 
land.  Between  England  and  Ireland  there 
was  a  reciprocity ;  not  only  did  land  ir 
Irdand  qualify  its  possessors  to  represent 

S laces  in  England,  but  property  in  Eng- 
md  qualified  tlic  proprietors  to  represent 
places  in  Ireland*  Bat  if  the  measure  now 
proposed  were  carried  in  the  shape  ia 
which  the  hon.  member  had  brought  it 
forward,  the  possessor  of  property  in 
Scotland  would  be  qualified  to  represent 
an  English  county,  while  the  poss^sor  of 
property  in  England  would  not  be  qualified 
to  represent  a  Scottish  shire. 

Sir  6.  Warrender  said,  he  had  not  over- 
looked the  objection  stated  by  the  beamed 
gentleman ;  but  the  Qualification  was  re- 
quired in  Scotland  under  a  particular  law, 
by  which  every  representative  of  a  shira 
was  to  be  an  enrolled  firediolder:  to  ra- 
pesent  a  Scots  burgh,  no  qualificatioa 
whatever  was  requisite.  For  representinir 
particular  places  in  England  (he  bad 
understood),  some  boroughs,  in  York- 
shire for  instance,  and  the  Cinque  ports, 
particular  qualifications  were  necessary 
[cries  of  No !].  The  qualification  neces- 
sary to  represent  a  Scots  county  might 
be  purchased  for  a  small  sum* 

Mr.  Barneii  asked,  whether  any  clause 
waste  be  introduced  to  set  at  nest  the 
question,  whether  Scots  peers  eldest  sons 
were  qualified  to  sit  ? 

Sir  G.  fVarrender  said,  be  bad  no  such 
intention,  as  he  had  always  thought  that 
question  settled. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bilL 

Rochester  Election.]  Mr.  fVynm 
said,  that  an  order  had  been  made  for  the 
production  of  the  minutes  of  evidence 
taken  before  the  committee  on  the  Ro- 
chester Election,  without  any  reason  as- 
signed for  that  proceeding.  As  this  waa 
contrary  to  the  practice  of  tfae  House,  he 
should  move  that  the  said  order  be  Tead« 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  afterwards  that 
it  be  discharged. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  he  had  moved  for  the 
production  of  the  minutes  witliout  assign- 
ing any  reason,  but  anxious  himself  to  hear 
from  some  member  of  the  committee  the 
reasons  for  the  decision  which  that  body 
had  adopted.  As  a  motion  was  now  made 
to  rescind  that  order,  he  should  state  the 
reasons  why  he  had  been  induced  to  pro- 
cure it.  He  wished  the  minutes  tp  be 
produced  that  future  petitioners  might 
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see  OR  what  ground  they  had  to  stand. 
He  had  no  opinion  to  pron ounce  as  to 
the  decision  of  the  committee^  that  the 
sitting  member  was  duly  retamed;  it  was 
merely  to  that  part  of  their  decision  by 
which  they  declared  the  petition  frivolous 
and  vexatious  that  his  attention  was  drawn. 
The  circumstances  under  which  the  peti- 
tion bad  been  presented  were  these : — the 
petitioner,  at  the  election,  had  stated  his 
opinion  that  the  qualification  of  the  sitting 
member  (lord  Binning)  was  insufficient. 
In  consequence  of  this  suggestion  a  gene- 
ral meeting  of  the  electors  took  place ; 
the  case  was  put  into  the  hands  of  eminent 
parliamentary  counsel,  Messrs.  Harrison 
and  Warren,  to  decide  whether  there  were 
grounds  of  petition  against  lord  Biiining, 
on  the  allegation  that  he  had  refused  to 
produce  a  qualifications—he  deeming  hiro« 
self  to  be  qualified  as  the  son  of  a  Scots 
peer.  The  eounsel  gave  it  as  their  opi- 
nion,  not  only  that  there  were  grounds  for 
petitioning,  but  even  for  expecting  a 
favourable  issue.  On  that  advice  the 
electors  acted :  yet  the  petition  had  been 
voted  frivolous  and  vexatious.  This  was 
the  first  time  that  on  an  unmooted,  unde- 
cided point  of  law,  such  a  decision  had 
been  come  to  [Order !]. 

Lord  Castiereaffh  rose  to  order.  The 
opinion  of  counsel  was  no  reason,  he  said, 
for  attaching  blame  to  the  committee. 
Th^  had  decided  upon  the  evidence  be- 
fore theoj,  and  the  previous  opinion  of 
counsel  was  very  improper  ground  for 
impeaching  their  conduct.  It  would  be 
improper  and  dangerous  to  arraign  the 
conduct  of  committees. 

Mr  Bennet  said^  he  was,  in  a  strange, 
and  certainly  a  difficult  situation.  An  hon. 
gentlemdn  had  objected  to  him,  that  he 
had  procured  the  order  without  assigning 
reasons;  and  now  when  he  had  begun 
to  assign  reasons  for  his  proceeding,  the 
noble  lord  had  objected  to  him  that  he 
was  out  of  order.  In  what  was  he  out  of 
order.  The  House  could  canvass  or 
arraign  the  conduct  of  the  lord  chancellor 
it  could  arraign  the  conduct  of  the  judges 
or  of  any  individuals  in  the  kingdom,  in- 
vested with  judicial  powers ;  and  in  that 
right  he  stood  up,  and  asserted  his.  privi- 
vilege,  though  not  in  the  language  of  ar- 
raignroerit,  to  offer  his  observations  on 
the  conduct  of  the  committee.  He  re- 
peated, that  his  object  was  the  guidance 
of  future  petitioners ;  tbat  it  was  the  first 
time,  that  on  an  unmooted,  undecided 
point  of  law|  a  committee  had  come  to 
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such  a  decfaioB;  diattte  decitioii 
a- petition  which  had  had  the  sanation  of 
two  of  the  most  eminent  parliameAtary 
lawyers  in  the  kingdom-^oearly  aa  good 
judges  on  these  subjects  as  fifteen  peffaona 
who  were  no  lawyers.  It  was  on  theie 
grounds  that  he  moved  for  the  produoticMi 
of  the  minutes. :  and  if  others  had  takem 
the  course  he  now  took,  tboae  decisions 
which  were  to  be  found  on  election  pet» 
tions,  contradicting  one  another  on  every 
point,  would  not  have  existed.  If  it  waa 
imderstoody  that  these  commitfeeea  were  to 
be  sacred  ground,  free  from  publici^  or 
inquiry,  that  these  anomalous  judicatories 
might  do  what  they  pleased^  without  be- 
ing open  to  observation,  the  franchises  of 
the  electors  of  the  kingdom  would  be 
subject  to  very  different  deeisiens  from 
those  which  protected  their  persons  and 
property  [hear,  hear!]* 

Lord  Normanby^  as  a  member  of  the 
committee,  deemed  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
declare  the  opinion  which  he  had  formed 
after  mature  considenatiooy  and  whidi 
every  thing  he  had  since  heard  had  con- 
tributed to  strengthen.  He  had  concurred 
most  fully  with  tlie  committee  in  deddiog 
in  favour  of  the  due  election  of  the  aittinpi^ 
member,  but  there  had  appeared  to  him 
to  bo  that  ground  of  doubt  on  the  &ce  ef 
the  act  of  parliament,  that  a  legal  argu* 
ment  might  fairly  be  raised  on  it.  Ho 
could  not,  therefore,  bring  himself  to  con* 
cm-  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  res* 
pecting  the  petition,  because  a  sentence 
of  a  committee  that  a  petition  was  frivor 
lous  and  vexatious,  implied  not  only  that 
tlie  committee  had  no  doubts  on  tke  sub* 
ject,  but  that  there  could  arise  no  reatoo* 
able  doubt  in  the  minds  of  others.  The 
House  would  only  gather  from  this  tbat 
the  committee  were  not  unanimous. 
He  was  convinced  at  the  same  time  that 
the  committee  had  acted  from  their  best 
judgment,  and  he  therefore  concurred  in 
the  present  motion. 

Mr.  St  urges  Baurnt  said,  he  had  not 
objected  to  the  production  of  the  minutesi 
lest  be  should  seem  to  have  opposed  in- 
quiry. His  noble  friend  had  put  the  quae* 
tion  as  to  a  petition  which  should  be  voted 
frivolous  and  vexatious  on  the  fair  footiag ; 
but  he  would  state  why  it  appeared  to 
him  that  there  could  exist  no  reasonably 
grounds  for  such  a  petition.  Minutes  of 
evidence  there  were  in  fact  none;  all-  that 
was  material  had  been  admitted  on  both 
sides ;  the  whole  question  arose  out  of  a 
few  words  of  an  act  of  parKanieiit,  which 
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•ny  plftin  gentlmneQ  were  m  oooipeteHt  to 
undentftAd  as  the  meet  teamed  lawyers. 
It  was  enacted,  that  every  anember  repre^ 
senting  English  coanties,  Ac.  should  pes* 
sess  certain  property  m  landt  *'  except  the 
eldest  sons  of  peers,  or  lords  of  pieirlia* 
ineiit."  One  uoiibrm  oenstmction  had 
been  putupon  this  act.  It  was  said  by 
tho  hoB.  gentleman,  that  it  was  onmooted 
and  unsettled.  It  was  unmooted  because 
it  was  settled.  No  one  had  ever  doubted 
that  the  eldest  son  of  the  earl  of  Had- 
dington was  the  eldest  son  of  a  peer.  It 
had  been  taken  for  granted  at  all  eleo- 
tions,  and  even  by  the  House  for  the  sons 
of  Scots  Peers  would  not  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  take  their  oaths  unless  the  House 
had  deemed  them  qualified.  Yet  never 
had  they  produced  any  other  qualification 
than  the  declaration  that  they  were  sons 
of  Soots  peers ;  and  to  none  of  them,  lord 
Cochrane  among  others,  had  a  single  ob- 
jection been  made.  There  was  indeed 
evidence,  that  lord  Kirkwall  had  delivered 
in  a  qualification  in  land ;  but  he  was  the 
son  of  a  peeress,  which  might  have  misled 
hira  as  to  the  extent  of  h  is  privileges.  But 
even  if  there  had  been  more  instances  in 
which  this  had  been  done,  either  through 
ignorance,  or  ex  mafore  eanteU^  they 
would  not  have  weighed  with  him.  Thie 
arguments  of  the  two  counsel  for  the  pe- 
titioner completely  contradtcted  one  ano- 
ther. Mr.  Harrison  areoed,  that  even  if 
lord  Haddington  hsd  been  one  of  the  16 
Scots  peers  who  sat  in  parliaasent,  his  son 
would  not  have  been  qualified ;  while  Mr. 
Warren  took  a  diierent  ground,  and  said, 
that  in  that  oase,  indeed,  lord  Binning 
would  have  been  duly  qualified.  He  ar- 
gued*  thot  the  «  or"  was  not  disjunctive ; 
and  that  *<  Peer  and  Lord  of  Parliament" 
were  synonimous ;  but  this  was  immedi- 
ately answered  by  the  casot  not  only  of 
tlie  Scots  peers,  but  of  the  Catholic  peers 
and  peers  to  their  non-age,  who  were  all 
peers,  though  not  lords  of  parliament, 
while  ^  cmUra^  bishops  were  lords  of  par- 
liaasent, though  not  peers*  He  was  there- 
fore oonvinced,  that  there  was  no  reason- 
able ground  of  doubt,  but  that  the  words 
were  as  dear  as  words  could  be.  The 
Gooimitiee  had  no  alternative ;  they  had 
to  pronounce  that  the  petiiien  was  firivo- 
lous,  or  that  it  was  not*  They  could  net 
pass  it  by  in  silence ;  and  though,  in  this 
case,  the  voting  the  petition  frivolous  and 
veaatiouawaa  of  subordinate  importance, 
tbe  costs  beiog  small,  yet,  if  at  any  titne 
a  conamittee  waf  lo  do  eo»  it  waa  or  this 


oecanoft  fit  to  da  it,  when  a  candidate, 
confessedly  in  a  minority,  attempted  to 
seat  hinaelf  by  raising  doubts  which  had 
never  existed  before. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought  that  good  had 
been  done  by  iiringing  forward  thia  dis^ 
cussioo,  and  argued  that  it  was  too  much 
to  decide  that  a  petitioner  had  acted 
frivoloosly  and  vexatiously,  when  he  pro- 
ceeded under  the  advice  of  two  gentle- 
men who  had  had  so  much  business  before 
committees.  Ko  petition  could  be  with 
propriety  decided  to  be  frivolous  and  vex- 
atious, unless  the  object  of  the  petitioner 
dearly  was,  to  harass  the  sitting  member, 
without  hopes  of  succeeding  in  his  peti* 
tion.  The  question  as  to  tlie  qualification 
of  the  eldest  sons  of  Scots  peers  had  never 
been  dedded :  The  clerk  at  the  table  waa 
merely  in  the  habit  of  receiving  the  dei* 
clanitloii  of  a  gentleman,  thst  he  was  the 
son  of  a  peer  without  inquiry.  He  did 
not  quarrel  with  the  decision  of  the  com* 
mittee  as  to  the  merits  of  the  eiectioot 
but  when  they  had  divided  seven  to  seven 
on  the  question  of  censuring  the  petition, 
which  was  carried  only  by  the  casting 
vote,  it  was  natural  the  petitibnor  should 
fed  some  degree  of  soreness.  Som^  nlea^ 
sure  should  be  f&ken  to  relieve  committees 
firom^tbe  necessilvof  such  a  decision,  as 
the  practice  would  in  effect  be  writing  up 
against  petitioners  **  Steel  traps  and  sprmg 
guns."  The  right  hon*  gentleman  had 
said  that  any  plain  person  might  construe 
the  act  of  parliament ;  but  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  not  a  plain  person ;  he  was 
a  person  practised  in  the  explanation  of 
acts  of  parliament.  But  bore  came  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  been  in  the  artillery. 
What  could  he  do  ?  He  had  consulted 
two  eminent  counsel,  and  had  acted  on 
tlieir  opinions.  If  a  petition  founded  on 
such  advice  was  voted  frivolous  and  vexa- 
tious, no  man  could  tell  when  he  was  safe 
in  petitioning  the  House. 

Lord  Castlereagh  thought  that  no  good 
could  resuh;  from  the  motion ;  bu^  on  the 
contrary,  that  le  bring  before  the  H<)use, 
who  were  not  on  tlieir  oaths,  the  judicial 
parts  of  the  transactions  of  election  com- 
mittees, would  shake  the  fundamental  ad- 
vantage of  the  Grenville  act.  To  dtecide 
a  petition  to  be  irivolous  and  vexatious,  it 
was  not  necessary  that  the  intension  of  the 
petitioner  should  be  to  harass  the  sisiing 
member ;  it  was  enougk  that  he  pa oceeded 
upon  such  loose  and  frhrolous  grouuds  as 
had  the  effect  of  bringing  unnecessary 
vexation  oo   him.      He  abo  prialested 
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against  the  idea,  that  became  the  peti« 
doner  could  get  the  opinion  of  two  coiin* 
8el  in  his  iavoar*  he  sboald  be  deemed  se* 
cure'against  the  decision  of  a  committee. 
Mr.  Wynn  said,  that  this  was  tlie  first 
time,  he  believed,  for  the  last  five  and 
forty  years,  that  it  had  been  expected  that 
any  good  could  arise  from  canvassiog  in 
the  House  the  decision  of  its  election  com- 
inittees.      The  next  step  would  probably 
be  a  proposal  to  repeal  the  I;iw  which  had 
already  produced  such  excellent  effects. 
The  Hotue  had,  by  the  Grenville  act,  de* 
legated  to  its  committees  the  right  of  de- 
cJdiog  on  election  petitions,  and  had  thus 
prevented  great  evils.      If  the  order  to 
produce  the  minutes  was   enforced  and 
the  judgment  of  the  committee  question- 
edy  there  was  an  end  of  the  law.    It  was 
a  part  of  the  duty  of  committees  to  de- 
clare on  oath  whether  they  thought  the 
petitions  on  which  they  sat  frivolous  and 
vexatious.      If  they  so  determined,  the 
petitioner  paid  the  costs.    Was  not  this 
what  happened  in  all  other  cases  ?      The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  made  a  distinc- 
tion between  frivolous  and  vexatious ;  but 
it  did  not  appear  necessary  for  inferrinff 
costs,  that  a  petitioner  should  be  adjudged 
both.  If  frivolous,  it  was  ift  fact  vexatious. 
It  seemed  strange,  after  this  petition  had 
been  decided    on  by  fifteen  gentlemen, 
who  had  the  bast  evidence,  and  who  were 
sworn  to  examine  it  impartially,  that  the 
question  should  be   brought  before  the 
House  for  discussion  by  those  who  had 
heard  only  one  side  of  it,  and  who  saw 
only  the  opinion  of  counsel.   Fifteen  gen- 
tlemen had  given  their  judgment  against 
the  petitioner    on  principles  which  had 
been  acted  upon  for  the  last  hundred  and 
fifteen  years ;  and  yet  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  said  to-night,  that  the .  question  was 
never  mooted.      A   uniform  practice  of 
upwards  of  one  hundred  years  was  surely 
better  than  a  doubtful  decision,  or  a  newly 
mooted  question. 

The  question  for  discharging  the  Order 
was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

Windsor  Establishment.— Reduc- 
TiON  OF  THE  Equerriss.]  Sir  Alexan" 
der  Hope  rose  to  make  hb  promised  mo* 
tion,  to  continue  the  six  equerries  making 
part  of  his  majesty's  establishment  at 
Windsor,  instead  of  reducing  the  number 
to  four,  as  recommended  in  the  report  of 
the  select  committee.  The  proposition 
he  was  about  to  make  was,  he  said,  so 
reasonable,  that  be  confident^  expected 
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a  corraapondent  feding  on  the  part  of  the 
House.    The  cause  which  he  advocated 
was  that  of  honour  and  justice  against 
petty  pretences  of  economy.  The  offioera 
for  whom  he  spoke  had  been  always  about 
his  majesty,  and  ought  still  to  be  continue 
ed  attached  to  his  person,  that,  in  the  event 
of  his  recovery,  he  might  perceive  no 
change  had  taken  place  in  his  establish- 
ment.     His  maj^ty  had  not  appointed 
them  to  the  honourable  office  they  now 
held,  till  they  had  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  service  of  their  country.    The  hon. 
member  here  mentioned  some  facts  in  the 
life,  and  some  traits  of  the  character,  of 
generals  Spencer  and  Winyard,  two  of  the 
equerries  at  Windsor ;  and  after  panegv* 
rising  their  fidelity,  and  describing  tne 
confidence  reposed  in  them  by  liis  ma- 
jesty, went  on  to  say,  that  the  questioiiof 
economy  was  not  concerned  in  the  sahiry 
proposed  to  be  continued  to  the  two  for- 
mer, as  the  necessary  sum  had  been  al- 
ready provided  for  in  the  50,000/.  voted 
for  the  Windsor  establishment.    He  would 
not  shield  under  a  subterfiue  a  question, 
the  soul  of  which  was  high  reeling.     The 
members  of  the  committee  were'  under 
the  neoessi^  of  making  mutual  conces- 
sions of  opinion  to  one  another,  and  the 
abolition  of  the  offices  of  two  of  the  equer- 
ries was  the  consequence.     They  had,  at 
the  same  time,  inconsistently  recommend- 
ed a  sum  out  of  which  these  salaries  could 
be  taken.  'After  closing  their  papers,  and 
retiring  from  their  committee-room,  why 
did  they  not  return  to  their  consistency, 
aud  agree  to  the  rightful  application  of 
what  they  had  voted  ?      In  former  timea 
when  the  demand  for  economy  was  as 
great  as  now,  such  petty  savings  as  the 
reduction  of  the  salaries  of  two  equerries 
were  not  attempted.  In  1782,  his  majesty 
had  seven  equerries,  two  of  whom  were 
discharged  and  five  retained.   Mr.  Burke, 
who  recommended  the  reduction  of  their 
number,  proposed  not  to  reduce  the  sa- 
laries of  those  discharged.      Tlie  coffiirer 
and  treasurer,  though  unnecessary,  were 
likewise  suffisred  to  receive  their  salaries. 
So  far  as  Mr.  Burke's  authority  therefore 
went,  it  would  be  found  against  any  re- 
duction of  offices  that  contributed  to  the 
splendour  of  the  crown.      All  thanks,  all 
gratitude  were  due  to  the  sovereign  for 
having  himself  commenced  economy,  by 
reducmg  his  own  household.      If,  then, 
Mr.  Burke,  in  the  year  1782,  was  against 
any  reduction  of  the  kind  when  the  king 
was  in  the  aenith  of  hia  power,  would  it 
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become  the  Commont  oFiEnglaDd*  now 
thai  he  was  blighted  by  the  hand  of  Goil* 
to  trample  on  hit  dignity— ^to  break  in 
upon  hit  eatabliahinent  now,  for  the  first 
time»  and  reduce  it  to  a  condition  which 
waa  not  adeqaate?  The  h^  fe^ng 
which  Mr.  Burke  bad  dittinguithed  by  the 
name  of  chit ahry,  might  possibly  provoke 
a  laugh,  but  taken  in  tlie  plain  meaning  of 
the  word*  a  disposition  to  succour  the 
helpless  and  distreuedt  the  language  was 
inteUigible,  and  the  king  was  unfortunate- 
hr  in  a  situation  to  call  for  its  exercise. 
If  he  should  ef  er  return  to  reason,  it  was 
against  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and 
against  every  fine  feeling,  that  he  should 
be  deprived  of  the  serrants  to  whom  he 
was  accustomed.  It  was  liot  only  pes* 
sible,  but  probable,  that  his  majesty  mi^ht 
recover:  the  prayers  of  a  whole  nation 
might  prevail  in  his  behalf,  and  a  paltry 
economv  ought  not  to  be  put  in  coropeti* 
tion  with  those  feelings,  which  did  honour 
to  human  nature*  It  was  possible,  if  not 
highly  probable,  that  he  mi^ht  awaken,  if 
not  to  the  exercise  of  his  kmgly  powers, 
to  a  perfect  knowledge  of  his  situation, 
and  to  a  recollection  of  past  events. 
What,  then,  would  be  his  sensations,  upon 
hearing,  when  he  called  for  those  by  whom 
he  was  formerly  attended,  that  the  Com> 
mens  of  England  had  interfered  to  deprive 
himof  their  assistance?  He  would  re* 
peat,  that  the  king  was  likely  to  return  to 
reason ;  the  hand  that  struck  the  blow  by 
which  his  faculties  were  prostrated,  might 
awaken  them  to  a  full  consciousness  of 
the  glories  of  his  reign ;  and  the  economy 
that  was  to  be  found  in  the  paltry  saving 
now  proposed,  could  bear  no  comparison 
with  the  generous  principle  upon  which 
thev  were  required  to  act.  He  concluded 
with  moviog--<<  That,  although  it  is  expe- 
dient in  the  present  sUte  of  his  majesty's 
health,  that  no  unoecessarv  expense 
should  be  incurred  in  the  royal  estwlish- 
ment  at  Windsor,  jet  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  House,  that  it  ought  to  be  kept  up 
in  a  manner  which  will  at  the  same  time 
mark  the  dignity  of  the  person  of  his  ma- 
jesty, and  the  aflBectien  of  his  loyal  sub- 
jects ;  and  that  therefore  this  House  can- 
not sanction  any  reduction  in  the  present 
number  of  bis  majesty's  six  equerries,  as 
mentipned  in  the  said  Report.**  [A  laugh 
from  the  OpposjUon  benches,] 

Mr*  Spencer  terteval  addressed  the 
House  for  the  first  time.  He  said,  that 
if}  it  required  any  thing  in  addition  to  the 
ia»port|AGe  9^  Jlhe  question  itself  to  jrouse 


him  fipom  his  seat  on  the  preseht  occasion, 
it  was  the  respectful  laugh  which  had  burst 
firom  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  If  there  waa  any  thing  ridi- 
culous in  standing  forward  to  ficbt  the 
battle  of  his  old  and  respected  king,  he 
was  willing  to  encounter  the  shafts  of  thai 
ridicule.  It  was  with  feelings  of  strong 
indignation  that  he  heard  the  first  propo- 
sition which  emanated  from  the  other  side, 
a  proposition  by  which  the  Commons  of 
England  were  invited  to  attack  the  pri- 
vate property  of  the  Crown.  That  feeling 
was  changed  to  surprise,  when  hesawthe 
same  gentlemen  come  forward  on  a  subse- 
quent night,  and  turn  their  backs  upon 
their  own  adoussioo,  when  they  found 
that  they  could  not  get  the  sum  required 
out  of  the  property  of  their  sovereign. 
He  had  forborne  from  obtruding  himself 
upon  either  of  the  former  occasions,  under 
an  apprehension  that  be  could  not  then 
have  rendered  any  service  to  the  cause; 
but  the  present  was  a  stronger  case,  it 
stood  upon  a  different  ground,  and  ap- 
pealed to  warmer  feelings.  It  was  to  be 
supported  by  the  bold  coining  forward  of 
every  individual  who  felt  a  respect  for 
their  afflicted  sovereign,  and  the  more 
particularly  as  it  was  a  question  which  had 
not  the  same  support  which  was  often  be- 
stowed upon  others  of  less  importance. 
He  regretted  thet  the  government  had 
consented  to  diminish  the  establishment  of 
the  Crown  one-half,  and  that  tlie  minister, 
instead  of  actinc  on  his  own  responsibility 
for  its  preservation,  had  compromised  with 
a  committee,  and  submitted  to  minor  de- 
feats, in  order  to  secure  an  imperfect 
victory.  He  could  not  but  deplore  their 
conduct  as  weak,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
opposite  party  as  marked  by  the  same 
unremitting  perseverance  to  harass  and 
perplex  the  government  which  they  ma- 
nifested upon  all  occasions.  In  this  in- 
stance, as  in  all  the  rest,  they  held  out  to 
the  country,  that  they  had  supported  the 
principle  of  economy  and  the  rights  of  the 
people;  and  coming  down  fat  from  the 
pastures  of  popularity,  boasted  of  their 
strength,  by  which  thev  drove  their  oppo- 
nents into  measures  of  conciliation,  at  the 
same  time  weak  and  unwortliy.  The  noble 
lord  who  moved  for  the  comroiltee  had 
let  in  a  certain  number  of  those  who  re- 
sisted his  government ;  the^  carried  into 
the  committee  the  old  impressions  of  the 
wastefulness  of  ministers,  and  acting  upoA 
that  impression,  what  work  bad  they  done  i 
They  had  saved  a  couple  of  five  hundreds 
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a-yenr;  mild  with  diis  sftving*  no  doubt 
they  vrould  go  ia  triumph  to  their  constt- 
toents,  to  tell  them  tb«t  they  had  taken 
from  off  the  shoulders  of  each  inditidual 
in  the  community  the  fraction  of  a&rthiag, 
so  small  as  to  baffle  denomlmition  i  Such 
was  their  claim  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
cmmtry !  But  how  would  the  country 
feel  when  tliey  were  told,  that  this  saving 
was  purchased  at  die  eafwnse  of  ingrati* 
tude  and  disrespect  to  the  Crown— of  cold 
and  unkind  treatment  to  the  sorereign 
[ones  of  No»  No  1]  ?  It  was  impossible 
that  the  question  of  economy  could  be 
implicated  ia  this.  It  was  not,  whether 
*  they  would  smre  so  much  to  the  country, 
but  whether,  having  already  reduced  the 
establishment  one«half,  they  would  give 
an  additional  kick  of  insult  to  the  sick  Iron. 
The  question  was  simply  this,  and  if  he 
had  powers  to  impress  their  minds  as  he 
could  wish,  he  would  persuade  them  to 
to  do  away  with  the  suggestion  of  the 
committee  by  a  vote  of  the  House,  and 
to  resist  the  indecent  conduct  of  those 
who  would  impair  the  dignity  of  the  so- 
vereign. 

Lord  Csstlereagh  and  Mr.  Brougham 
presented  themselves  to  the  notice  of  the 
House.  Lord  Castlereagh  first  caught  the 
6peaker*8  eye;  but  Mr.  Brougham  was 
loudly  called  on  by  the  opposition  mem- 
bers lo  proceed. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  he  should 
BOt  have  persistea  in  claiming  priority  of 
speech  at  that  period  of  the  evening,  had 
he  not  been  of  opinion  that  he  could  offer 
some  explanations  to  the  House  which 
would  render  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into 
any  lengthened  discussion.  Though  they 
did  not  convince  him,  he  had  listened 
with  the  mt>8t  pleasing  attention  to  the 
arguments  of  the  last  speaker,  and  had 
witnessed  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  the 
same  enthusiasm  of  feeling  exhibited  by 
tdite  son  in  defence  of  our  reverend  mo- 
narch, as  bad  formerly  been  displayed,  so 
nobly  and  ably,  by  the  father.  Not- 
wiUistanding  the  respect  which  he  felt  for 
him,,  and  for  the  gallant  officer  who  had 
broqgbt  forward  the  present  motion,  he 
was  obliged  to  dissgree  with  them  in  Mo  .- 
be  did  not  thmk  that  the  redoetion  of  the 
•qaerries  was  a  reduction  at  all  detracf  ing 
from  the  rank,  the  splendbr,  or  the  eom-^ 
Ibrt  of  the  sovereign :  if  he  had  thought 
that  it  did^  he  would  have  been  the  last 
■Mm  in  tho  world  to  have  lent  himselF  to 
such  a  mettui*e.  He  had  sobmitted  his 
■MitiM  reg^wlittg  tke  privy  pmve  and  Uie 


Wi 


cugtos  lo  the  Hoose^  tn  consequence  of 
the  report  of  the  committee;  and  if  hia 
gallant  friend  had  at  that  time  had  any 
objeation  to  ita  suggestions,  he  ought  to 
have  entered  his  protest  then,  and  not  to 
have  deferred  it  to  the  present  inmute. 
If  any  question  had  arisen  in  the  report  of 
the  committee,  regarding  the  loyalty  of 
the  House,  he  would  have  taken  care  that 
it  should  have  been  settled  at  as  early  an 
opportunisy  as  possible.  The  hon.  gentle- 
men hod  thrown  out  refiedioosy  if  not 
on  the  pusiUanimity  of  ministers,  at  lease 
on  a  €e&aig  narrowly  attadied  to  it.  He 
could  not  alhow  these  reflexions  to  pasa 
unnoticed,  becauae  they  were  totally  an« 
founded.  For  his  owa  part,  he  com  not 
see  how  it  could  be  more  derogatory  to 
sabmst  the  Windsor  establishinent  to  the 
revisal  of  the  House,  than  it  was  lo  sub- 
mit either  the  civil  Hst  or  the  Prince 
R^ent'^sestablisbment;  aad  yet,  daring 
the  period  that  he  had  held  the  office 
which  he  now  enjoyed,  he  had  submitted 
the  two  last  to  the  consideration  of  a  com* 
mittee.  As  he  had  adopted  the  sugges- 
tions made  in  the  fiormer  part  of  the  re* 
port,  and  had  taken  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  them,  he  did  not  think  him- 
self justilied  in  turning  round,  and  oppos- 
ing the  suggestions  made  in  the  latter  part 
of  it.  He  should,  therefore,  oppose  the 
gallant  generars  proposition^  and  should 
move  the  previous  question  upon  it* 

Mr.  IViiHam  Lamh  said,  that  he  had 
listened  with  as  much  pleasure  as  any 
member  on  the  other  side  of  t^e  House 
to  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  spoken 
last  but  one.  The  recollections  ^htch  had 
pressed  uponr  the  mind  of  every  man  in 
the  House,  in  consequence  of  the  subject 
on  which  he  had  spoken,  had  gH*en  his 
speech  an  additional  interest  of  a  very 
peculiar  nature.  Notliwithstanding  thai, 
he  would  make  bold  to  teN  hhn,  that  the 
laugh  which  had  come  fpom  the  side  ef 
the  House  on  which  he  (Mr.  Latnb)  sat, 
and  which  had  excitied  the  hen.  gentle- 
man's stt«ng  indignation,  bad  not  been 
dfiected  against  the  revered  individual, 
whose  adf  dnced  ageand  heavy  misfortunes 
rendered  htm  so  strong  a  contrast  to  the 
splendor  of  a  crown.  He  tbooght  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  woukl  withdraw  bla 
dngen  when  he  was  told,  that  ihb  Umgh* 
originated  in  the  palpoble  inconsistencjT 
of  the  resolution.  The  preamble  slated 
in  lofty  language,  th«it  the  Wmdsor  eate- 
blisliment  ought  to  be  condacl«d  •with  aU' 
(Mper    magnificence,,  ind  ^ftdM'  friA^ 
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nefdy  proposing  die  addition  of  two 
paltry  equerriot.  When  the  beginning 
wai  io  jnconsiBtent  with  the  end,  it  could 
not  create  any  surprise  that  a  laugh  had 
been  excited ;  and  ne  therefore  trusted, 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  would  forget  his 
an^r,  and  be  pacified  by  the  explanation 
which  was  o&red  him.  He  was  not  at  all 
surprised  at,  thoush  he  could  not  him- 
selr  sympathize  with  the  feelings  of  the 
hon.  mover;  he  knew  the  hon.  mover's 
sympathy  fer  the  persons  who  had  lost 
these  situations!  and  was  sorry  that  he  had 
not  stifled  the  expression  of  it  for  pru* 
dential  reasons;  because,  considermg  the 
quarter  firom  whence  it  came,  the  expres- 
sion of  it  was  extremely  imprudent.  The 
saving  obtained  bv  this  reduction  had  been 
ridiculed  as  beinp  loo  paltry  to  deserve 
notice,  biit,  in  his  opinion,  a  paltry  sav« 
ing  was  a  great  consideration,  inasmuch 
as  in  matters  of  economy,  it  was  not  to 
the  paltriness  of  Uie  sum,  but  to  the  in- 
utility of  the  expense  that  the  country 
would  direct  its  attention. 

Sir.  A.  Hopef  in  explanation,  stated, 
that  if  the  hon.  gentleman  meant  to  insi- 
nuate that  the  motion  had  originated  with 
any  of  his  military  friends,  who  were  high 
in  office,  be  laboured  under  a  complete 
mistake. 

Sir  Jokn  NichoU  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  concur  in  the  motion,  and  he  did  so 
under  the  impression  that  there  was  a  pos* 
aibility  that  the  sovereign  might,  before 
his  death,  become  sensible  to  the  objects 
around  him.  If  then,  such  an  event  was 
to  take  place,  in  what  light  could  this 
paltry  saving  of  1,000/.  be  viewed,  when 
the  satisfaction  of  the  royal  mind  was 
iK^nsidered  i  His  majesty,  when  surround- 
ed b{his  faithful  servants,  would  have  the 
leM^  cause  to  regret  that,  for  so  long  a 
period,  he  had  been  shut  out  from  the 
world,  and  from  all  the  blessings  and  com- 
fints  of  human  life. 

Mr.    Martin  fof  Qalway) 


he  bad  coupled  with  the  motion.  Not  to 
appear,  however,  inconsistent  with  his 
former  declarations,  he  should  give  his 
vote  in  &vour  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Grattan  said,  that  if  the  adoption  of 
the  motion^were  capable  of  adding  in  any 
degree  to  "the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  or 
the  comfort  of  the  sovereign,  no  man 
would  be  more  ready  to  support  it  than 
himself;  but  he  felt  that,  in  the  present 
unfortunate  situation  of  the  king,  to  annex 
a  multitudinous  train  to  his  majesty  would 
be  a  mere  mockery.  He  could  not  accede 
to  such  a  proposition,  although  were  this 
train  to  and  in  the  slightest  degree  to  the 
dignity  of  the  throne,  or  the  comfort  of 
Uie  kmg,  the  grant  of  1,000/.  or  even 
10,000/.  would,  in  his  view,^be  a  com* 
paratively  insignificant  object.  Were  he 
present  upon  the  proposition  to  grant 
10,000/.  to  the  duke  of  York,  he  should 
most  probablv  bave  felt  it  is  duty  to  vote 
against  it ;  although  he  would  have  given 
his  vote  with  a  pan^,  considering  the  im* 
portant  services  which  that  illustrious  per- 
sonage had  rendered  to  the  army  and  to 
the  country.  But  with  respect  to  the 
proposition  before  the  House,  his  senie  of 
duty  impelled  him  to  vote  against  it,  as 
its  adoption  was  not  at  all  required  by  any 
consideration  for  the  dignity  or  comfort 
of  the  royal  family. 

The  previous  question  being  put* 
'<  That  toe  question  be  now  put,"  the 
House  divided :  Ayes,  66 ;  Noes,  259* 


that 


that 
when  he  heard  tfiat  a  motion  for  the  res- 
toration of  the  two  equerries  was  to  be 
made,  he  had  declared  that  it  should 
meet  with  his  support.  He  confessed  that, 
after  what  had  passed,  he  was  in  soine 
embarrassment,  from  a  doubt  as  to  which 
side  he  should  give  his  vote,  and  this 
doubt  was  causea  by  the  manner  in  which 
the  gallant  oficer  had  thought  fit  to  word 
his  resolution.  He  was  ready  to  acquiesce 
in  the  motion  for  the  restoration  of  the 
two  equerries,  but  he  was  not  prepared  to 
agree  with  the  hon.  meinber  in  the  reasons 
(VOL.XXXIX.) 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesda^f  March  17. 

WbSTMINSTSR    ElXCTION — PXTITIOM 

ov  Voters.]  Sir  Francis  Burdett  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  the  there  undersigned 
inhabitants  of  the  city  and  liberty  of 
Westminster  having  a  right  to  vote  at  the 
election  of  citizens  to  serve  in  parliamens 
for  the  said  city  and  liberty,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  ana  others,  was  delivered  in« 
and  read ;  setting  forth, 

«<  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  re- 
present to  the  House,  that  the  right  of 
election,  or  choosing  of  citisetis  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  the  said  city  and  liberty, 
is  vested  in  the  inhabitants  houseboldera 
paying  scot  and  lot,  of  the  united  parishea 
of  Saint  Margaret  and  Saint  John,  and  of 
the  several  parishes  of  Saint  Paul  Covent 
Garden,  Saint  Anne,  Saint  James,  Saint 
George  Hsnover-square,  Saint  Martin-in- 
the-fields,  Saint  Clement  Danes,  and  Saint 
Mary-le-Strand,   including  so  much  and 
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sUcli  parts  df  tbb  sAid  parishes  of  Saint 
Martin  in  the  Fields,  Saint  Clement 
Danes^  and  Saint  Mary-le- Strand;  ds  are 
within  the  liberties,  districts,  limits,  or 
jurisdictions  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster, 
and  of  the  liberty  or  district  of  Saint 
Martin-Ie-Grand  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, and  of  the  precinct  of  the  S&voy  ;  that 
George  Lamb,  e^q.  commonly  called  the 
hon.  George  Lamb,  and  John  Cam  Hob- 
house,  esq.  were  candidates,  and  John 
Cartwright,  esq.  were  duly  put  in  nomina- 
tion at  the  last  election  of  a  citizen  to 
represent  the  said  city  and  liberty  in  par- 
liament ;  and  the  said  George  Lamb,  esq. 
was  returned  as  duly  elected ;  that  the 
skid  George  Lamb,  esq.  by  himself,  bis 
i^ents,  friends,  and  managers,  and  by 
bther  ways  and  m^ans  on  the  behalf^  or  at 
the  charge  bf  him  the  said  George  Lamb, 
esq.,  did,  after  the  vacancy  happened  in 
the  sa?d  iiiy  and  liberty  of  Westininster, 
find  aftei^  the  teste  of  the  ^rit  of  election, 
^ire,  present,  and^allow  to  persons  having 
or  clinihing  to  have  voice  or  vote  in  the 
fkX6.  election,  money,  meat,  drink,  enter- 
fainmebt,  or  provisiob,  and  did  make  pre- 
fljents,  gifts,  rewards,  or  entertainments, 
^nd  promises,  agreeidents,  obligations  or 
engagementSi  to  give  or  allow  money, 
meat,  drink,  provision,  presents,  reward, 
advantages,  or  entertainments,  to  and  for 
several  persons  so  having  or  claiming  a 
right  to  vote  in  the  said  election,  and  to 
or  for  the  usci  advantage,  benefit,  and 
profit  of  such  persons  so  having  or  claim- 
ing a  rjght  to  vote  in  the  said  election,  in 
order  to  procure  him  the  said  George 
Lamb,  e^q.  to  be  elected  to  serve 
ih  parliament  for  the  said  city  and 
liberty  of  Westminster,  contrary,  and  in 
defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  House, 
and  in  contempt  of  the  provisions  of  the 
act  passed  in  the  7(h  year  of  the  reign  of 
fting  William  the  third ;  that  peers  and 
lords  of  parliament  did  by  themselves  and 
iheir  ajfents  interfere  in  the  said  election, 
by  canvassing  and  soliciting  votes  on  be- 
half of  the  said  Mr.  Lamb,  and  by  using 
threata  to  intimidate  the  electors  from 
toting  for  Mr.  Hobhouse,  in  violation  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House  and  the  free- 
doa  of  election,  and  to  the  infringement 
tf  the  rights  of  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain;  that  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
ibe  27th  and  ^th  days  of  February 
last,  and  thenceforward  till  the  end  of 
the  election,  which  terminated  on  Wed- 
Besday  the  Srd  day  of  March  last,  several 
Ikiindred  persons  were  hired  by  the  said 


Mr.  Lamb,  his  agtots,  fViendi;  olr  ftvtt- 
nagers,  for  the  purpose  of  obstructing  llie 
approach  of  the  electbrs  iii  favour  df  Mr. 
Hobhouse  to  the  hustings ;  and  tbut  sdeh 
persons,  from  the  time  when  they  iftvt  to 
hired,  and  more  particularly  on  tnd  ihoirfi« 
ing  of  the  last  day  of  the  election,  werd 
guilty  of  several  riotous  attacks  on  electonl 
who  were  approaching  the  hustings  t0 
vote  for  Mr.  Hobhouse,  lUid  severelj^  bedt 
and  ill  used  several  of  such  electors  \  tod 
that  by  such  riotous  and  unlawful  bonduct 
several  hundred  electors  were  prevented 
firom  voting  for  Mr.  Hobhouse ;  that  Ar- 
thur Morris,  esq.  the  high  bailiff  for  the 
said  city,  and  returning  officer  at  the  said 
election,  acted  partially  and  Unfairly  hi 
the  execution  of  his  office  as  A  retiirhilig 
officer  during  the  said  election  ;  and  that 
he  rejected  the  votes  of  several  persoM 
who  were  entitled  to  vote,  and  trhb  ten* 
dered  their  votes  for  Mr.  HobhoUte,  and 
that  he  admitted  several  persons  who  were 
not  entitled  to  vote,  to  vote  for  the  Mud 
Mr.  Lamb ;  that  by  the  said  atnd  othet 
undue  means,  a  great  many  electors  #ho 
intended  to  tote  for  Mr.  HobhouM 
were  deterred  from  doming  to  th^  p'dll> 
and  the  said  Mr.  Lamb  obtaiived  a  majo^ 
rity  of  votes  on  the  poll,  and  was  returned 
accordingly  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
said  city  and  liberty,  in  prejudice  of  the 
legal  electors  of  the  said  dty  and  liberty^ 
and  in  open  defiance  of  the  law  and  free- 
dom of  elections ;  the  petitioners  therefbns 
think  themselves  mucn  aggrieved,  and  ap- 
prehend that  the  said  election  and  return 
IS  an  undue  election  and  return,  and  they 
hope  that  the  same  will  be  deemed  b^  thu 
House  null  and  void;  the  petitioner^ 
therefore  humbly  pray,  that  they  may  b6 
heard  by  counsel  touching  the  allegation 
Contained  in  this  their  petition,  and  that 
they  may  have  such  relief  in  the  premitel 
as  the  House  shall  think  proper. 

Orderedjo  be  taken  into  consideratidd 
on  the  6th  of  May. 

MarriAgb  Act  Kutnnutuct  Bill.] 
Dr.  PhiUimorei  in  pursuance  bf  noticci 
rbse  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
"  to  amend  certain  provisions  of  tbii  26tfa 
bf  George  ^d,  for  the  better  preventing 
of  Clandestine  Marriages."  The  imme- 
diate obiect  of  this  biU  irould  be, 
to  amend  that  part  of  the  eiiiting  law 
Which  referred  to  the  Marriage  bf  minoiti, 
and  his  remedy  intended  to  t^p^iy  to 
such  marriages  whether  by  litencek  oi^ 
banns.     Al  tbb  lUir  &ow  iitood,  JoBf 
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fMTxiag^  bjr  (iceoce  cQDtrjicted  by  a 
XQioor,  ifUhout  the 'previous  conenst  of 
\i\B  parents  or  guaraiansy  was  null  and 
yola.  The  enac^m^Qt  '>vas  absolute^  and 
cbiirta  of  law  were  compelled  to  set  aside 
|dl  such  marriages.  Tne  evil  results  of 
fucb  a  system  were,  that  suits  were  insti- 
tuted many  years  after  such  marriages  had 
taken  place.  There  ^ere  instances  where 
partfie^i  after  a  lapse  of  twenty  years,  and 
jinih  a  numerous  issue  from  the  connexion 
ha^  daimed  the  f)enefit  of  their  own  per* 
jury.  The  evil,  however,  did  not  rest 
ihere,  fpr  the  law  inflicted  its  vengeonce 
on  the  posterity ;  it  being  in  the  power  of 
ibe  pext  of  kin  9t  any  time  to  interpose 
liis  objection,  founded  q^  the  minority  of 
the  £ither,  and  thus  prevent  the  property 
pf  thp  pareat  fcofn  b^ing  possessed  by  the 
ctiild*  S^ifch  a  state  of  the  law  was  a 
scandal  and  disgrace-  The  object  of  his 
bill  was  to  lipiit  the  time  for  instituting 
such  suits.  He  should  propose  that  the 
parent  or  gi:)ardian  sh^ould  be  limited  to 
the  time  when  the  minority  ceased,  and 
that  the  suit  of  the  minor  should  com- 
m^ppe  wjthin  on^  year  ftftcr  he  caipe  of 

rWith  respect  to  his  second  object, 
marriage  by  bannp,  it  was  nqtorious 
f l^ai  in  i\^e  metropolis  and  in  other  large 
pjM^  thp  publication  of  banns  w^  a  mere 
^ullity.  His  remedy  yrould  be,  to  place 
fninors  under  this  description  of  marriage 
f^  the  same  footing  as  the  amended  law 
would  place  iqinors  by  licence,  with  this 
lulditiop,  that  the  parties  marrying  by 
|>afii^  should  have  a  complete  residence 
iQf  ope  fortnight  in  the  parish  where  the 
JlMna  were  published.  He  assured  the 
Il9uae,  that  in  submitting  this  ipeasure  to 
|ts  consideration  he  was  actuated  by  no  vi- 
sionary ideas  of  jmprovefpeot,  but  solely 
py  tl|e  desire  to  cqrrect  a  growing  and  ad- 
jpjttfid  evil  [Hear,  bear !] 

lieave  was  given,  and  Dr.  Phillimore 
j|od  sir  John  N jchoU  were  ordered  to  bring 
m  tbp  same. 

Sale  of  Ordnance  Stobes.]  Mr. 
Alderman  fVood  observed,  that  he  had  go 
shaped  his  motion  on  the  present  subject, 
as  to  allow  him  to  hope  that  the  informa- 
tiop  (^  sought  from  the  board  of  ord- 
pi^nce  would  not  bo  refused.  And  he 
)i>^fie4  tp  preoaise,  that  in  seeking  for 
.tt^at  ipfonifatiqp,  be  l^ad  no  intention  of 
f^rguig  ^^i  chargp  asaipst  the  ordnance 
^l^^rtBi^pt  qr  the  Treasury  for  their 
con0i9pt  in  thp  trapsactjoq.  Sales  had 
\^^  inad^  fff  af^cles  pripcipally  consist- 


ing of  iron,  brass,  sqlpbur  and  muskets  to 
(he  amount  of  200l0O0l.  It  was  on  com- 
mercial grounds  that  he  wished  to  know 
the  precise  prices  at  which  these  respec- 
tive articles  were  sold.  He  therefore 
moved,  <<  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  an  Account  of  all  Stpres  sold  to 
Mr.  Samuels,  by  the  Board  of  Ordnance, 
from  the  1st  of  January  1818  to  the  first 
of  March  1819;  specifying  the  different 
articles,  dates  of  sale,  and  total  amount 
paid  for  the  same." 

^  Mr.  Robert  Ward  said>  that  the  par- 
ticulars and  sales*  of  such  stores  had 
already  been  minutely  inquired  into  and 
reported  upon.  It  would  be  in  the  recol- 
Ipction  of  the  House,  that  that  report 
stated,  that  tliere  was  a  great  ouantity  of 
stores  on  hand,  which  it  was  tlie  duty  of 
the  board  at  ordnance  to  dispose  of  as 
soon  as  possible;  not  only  because  they 
were  of  a  perishable  nature,  but  because 
of  the  expense  w^^eh  would  be  incurred 
by  tl^e  buildings  necessary  for  their  de- 
posit;  apd  it  was  alsp  their  dptyy  in  a  fi- 
nancial point  of  view*  because  of  the 
money  to  t>e  raised  by  their  salp.  Thp 
committee  on  the  peace-establishment 
desired  to  kpow  to  what  extent  they 
might  depend  on  the  proceeds  of  Orcf- 
nance  stores  during  thfee  years.  It  was 
found  ipipossiblp  to  raise  any  considerable 
sum,  by  the  regular  sales  at  the  Tower, 
aqd  by  ofher  ten4er6— say  100,000^.  for 
three  years  together.  Th*e  stores  were  of 
various  kinds,  viz.  brass,  iron,  sulphur, 
gunpowder,  and  saltpetre ;  but  of  tbese 
gunpowder  was  the  principal,  both  in 
poiqt  of  value  i|nd  quantity.  By  the  usual 
course  of  proceeding,  the  board  of  ord- 
pance  wouTd  have  been  six  or  seven  years 
in  raising  the  Qum  which  had  now  been 
procured.  He  must  contend,  therefore, 
that  so  far  from  any  blame  attaching,  to 
the  board,  they  had  acted  like  good 
stewards.  The  purchaser,  a  Mr.  Samuels, 
had  speculated  in  gunpowder  and  other 
articles,  to  an  immense  amount — 220,000^« 
for  which  he  had  given  the  Treasury  the 
most  unquestionable  security,  that  of  Mr. 
KothsqhiJd. 

Mr.  Grenfell  said,  he  should  like  to 
know  why  the  board  of  Ordnance  had  de- 
parted from  the  principle  usually  observed 
by  all  other  public  boards,  of  giving  an  op- 
portunity ot  fair  and  general  competition  ? 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  stated  that  thi^t 
departure  was  in  concurrence  with  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  finance  committee ;  but  th^t 
Hf^  np  rei|spa  for  Uie  adoption  of  a  course 
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so  directly  contrary  to  all  former  usage. 
The  sale  might  be  very  proper,  if  the 
stores  were  directed  to  be  sold ;  but  why 
did  it  take  place  in  that  clandestine  man- 
ner ?  It  was  well  known  that  the  pur- 
chaser Mr.  Samuels,  was  the  brother-in- 
law  of  Mr.  Rothschild,  who  was  also 
known  to  have  large  money  dealings 
with  government.  What  had  been  the 
result?  Why,  that  the  country  had 
not  gained  so  large  a  sum  for  the  stores 
by  this  private  dealing,  as  they  would 
have  done  by  inviting  competition.  He 
must  therefore  suppose  that  some  reason 
existed,  for  the  keeping  back  of  this  con- 
tract. The  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that 
the  articles  sold  were  of  a  perishable  na- 
ture ;  why,  among  them  he  observed  500 
tons  of  old  brass  cannon !  He  should  like 
to  know  what  part  they  formed  of  the  sum 
of  220,000/.  If  they  had  been  sold  for  less 
than  50,000/.,  they  had  not  been  sold  for 
as  much  as  persons  whom  he  himself  knew 
were' disposed  to  liave  o&red  for  them. 
He  should  therefore  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  motion,  that  the  dates  and 
prices  at  which  the  several  stores  were 
sold  should  be  also  specified. 

The  Chancelior  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  proposed  amendment  increased 
his  objection  to  the  motion.  The  con- 
tract was  still  going  on,  and  it  was  pro|>er 
to  have  a  scrupulous  r^^d  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  person  with  whom  the  con- 
tract had  been  made. 

Mr.  Baring  could  not  help  thinking, 
that  no  sufficient  reason  had  been  as- 
signed for  departing  from  the  principle 
of  public  competition.  He  knew  little 
of  the  nature  of  the  contract  in  question  ; 
but  he  could  not  conceive  what  harm 
could  possibly  accrue  to  the  gentleman 
who  had  contracted,  by  making  public 
the  terms  of  his  contract. 

Mr.  B.  Ward  aaid,  that  the  hon. 
mover  was  too  intimately  connected  with 
the  interests  concerned,  not  to  be  biassed 
in  his  views  of  the  matter.  As  for 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  spoken  so 
much  of  fair,  honeit,  and  open  competi- 
tion, there  was  one  other  word  which 
might  have  been  very  properly  substi- 
tuted—he meant  combination;  for  the 
effect  of  such  a  proceeding  as  he  recom- 
mended was  always  rather  a  combination 
among  individuals,  than  a  public  competi- 
tion. The  average  prices  obtained  for 
the  articles  in  Question,  by  means  of  the 
contract  with  Mr.  Samuels,  were  as  good 
at  would  have  been  obtained  for  a  much 
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smaller  part  of  them,  had  they  been 
publicly  disposed  of*  The  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite  had  stated,  that  a  certain 
house  would  have  given  50,000/.  for  500 
tons  of  old  brass.  He  could  only  say 
that  last  year  the  offer  made  to  govern- 
ment for  that  article  by  the  house  with 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  was  known  to 
be  connected,  was  the  lowest  of  all !  viz. 
59/.  per  cwt. ;  whereas  72/.  was  the  price 
actually  obtained.  Had  they  closed  with 
the  hon*  gentleman's  ofier,  would  the 
House  ever  have  heard  a  single  syllable 
from  him  about  competition  ?  No.  He 
would  have  said  that  the  sale  was  perfectly 
justifiable,  having  been  sold  after  fair  and 
public  cpmpetition. 

Mr.  GtenfM  said,  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  not  justified  in  attributing  to  him 
anymotives  of  personal  interest. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  original  motion  agreed  to. 
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Thursday,   March  18. 

Salt  Duties.]  Mr.  Cakrqft  rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  some  re* 
turns  respecting  the  salt  duties,  ahd 
though  he  was  aware  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  his  motion,  yet  he  felt  it  ne* 
cessary,  upon  this  important  subject,  to 
state  what  he  intended  to  do  individually 
upon  it.  He  was  fully  aware,  when  con- 
sidering this  subject  in  the  cominittee» 
of  the  many  evils  and  hard^ips  whidi 
the  duties  produced;  but  he  could  not 
shut  his  eyes  to  the  necessity  of  support- 
ing the  revenue  at  that  time,  and  parti- 
cularly so  at  the  present.  He  could  not 
lose  sight  of  the  fact,  that  these  duties 
produced  the  sum  of  1,500,000/.  to  the 
public  treasury ;  and  when  he  khew  that 
the  real  applicable  amount  of  what  was 
called  the  sinking-fund  was  not  more 
than  that  sum,  he  conceived  it  would  be 
extremely  delicate  to  touch  the  former. 
He  felt  that  nothing  could  be  effectually 
done  to  remove  the  evil,  unless  the  tax 
were  taken  altogether  from  the  excise; 
and  that,  he  knew,  was  a  thing  which 
could  not  be  done  in  the  present  state  of 
the  country.  Between  those  two  alterna- 
tives then,  he  had  determined  not  to  bring 
in  any  measure  upon  the  subject  in  the 
present  session.  He  hoped  his  country- 
men would  be  induced  to  bear  the  tax  a 
little  longer,  until  some  better  financial 
prospect  should  open.  At  Hie  same  time, 
ne  thought  some  very  uiefid  regulations 
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might  be  made;  and  these  he  had  no 
doubti  would  be  made,  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Wallace),  in  the  bill  which 
he  intended  to  introduce.  The  hon.  gen* 
tleman  then  went  into  some  detail  upon 
the  severity  with  which  some  of  the  pre- 
sent arrangements  bore  upon  particular 
branches  of  business;  amongst  others, 
heobsenred  that  bleachers  suffered  con- 
sideri^ly,  in  consequence  of  the  regula- 
tion, by  which  no  less  a  quantity  than  50 
bushels  were  allowed  at  a  time.  This 
bore  very  heavily  upon  the  smaller  dealers, 
who,  in  consequence  of  not  being  able 
u>  take  so  large  a  quantity  at  a  time,  were 
(bilged  to  pay  S7t«  per  cwu  for  salt, 
while  it  cost  the  large  dealers  no  more 
than  7s.  When  he  thus  expressed  his  in- 
tentions of  not  bringing  forward  any 
measure  upon  the  subject  this  session, 
he  begged  it  might  not  be  understood 
that  he  did  so  from  any  alteration  of  his 
opinions  upon  it,  or  from  a  fear  that,  if 
he  brought  forward  any  measure  that  it 
would  not  be  supported ;  he  knew  that,  if 
he  did  bring  it  forward,  it  would  be  sup- 

f sorted ;  but  he  refrained  from  doing  so 
irom  the  conviction  that  it  was  necessary 
to  keep  up  the  revenue,  in  order  to  keep 
faith  with  the  public  creditor.  He  was 
not  in  despair  as  to  the  hope,  that  some- 
thing would  soon  be  done  m  the  abolition 
of  the  tax.  The  hon.  gentleman  con- 
cluded bv  (moving,  **  That  there  be  laid 
before  the  House  a  return  of  the  quan- 
tities of  Salt  delivered,  duty  free,  in 
England,  during  the  year  1818;  dis- 
tinguifthlng  the  purposes  for  which  the 
same  were  so  dehvered.'* 

Mr.  Wallace  perfectly  concurred  in  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  in 
the  present  state  of  the  country,  so  large 
a  portion  of  the  revenues  as  the  amount 
of  the  salt-duties  could  not  be  taken 
away.  He  heard,  therefore,  with  plear 
sure,  the  hon.  member's  declaration,  that 
he  did  not  intend  to  agitate  the  question 
during  the  present  session.  The  hon. 
member  had  alluded  to  the  committee; 
he  should  say,  that  though  the  labours  of 
that  committee  had  not  been  productive 
of  the  result  of  removing  the  tax,  yet 
great  good  had  been  obtained  by  them : 
thev  had  examined  into  all  the  arguments 
and  objections  against  the  tax:  they 
saw  what  were  the  evils  to  which  it  gave 
rise  in  some  instances,  and  they  also  saw 
that  many  of  those  objections  were  with- 
out foundation,  and  that  many  of  the 
evUs  were  highly  exaggenled.    He  him- 


self  believed  that  the  article  was  a  fair 
subject  of  taxation,  and  that  the  tax  did 
not  press  with  that  severity  which  was 
described.  It  did  not  check  any  of  our 
manufactories ;  the  fisheries  were  not  in- 
jured by  it ;  for  there  was  a  supply  suiS- 
dent  to  meet  the  demand;  nor  did  he 
think  it  went  to  destroy  the  comforts, 
or  subvert  the  morals  of  the  poor. 
When  he  had  heard,  on  former  occasions^ 
of  the  great  ouantities  of  salt  which 
were  to  he  usea  in  agriculture,  he  was 
surprised  that  so  small  a  share  had  been 
applied  in  that  way.  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  time  would  come,  when  a 
much  greater  quantity  would  be  used, 
with  a  less  tax  and  a  greater  improve- 
ment to  the  revenue.  JHe  agreed  that 
many  improvements  might  be  made  in 
the  resulations  of  the  duties.  The  ob- 
ject or  the  bill  which  he  intended  to 
bring  in  would  be  to  make  such  improve- 
ments. 

Mr.  Curtoen  observed,  that  the  tax 
under  consideration  was  the  most  un- 
just and  oppressive  of  which  the  coun- 
try hsd  to  complain,  and  especially  in 
its  ^  operation  against  the  mterest  of 
agriculture.  He  was,  from  experience, 
enabled  to  speak  of  the  great  good  that 
might  be  derived  to  aericulture  from  the 
use  of  salt.  But  this  article  was  not 
merely  beneficial  to  agriculture ;  for  it 
was  found  of  great  utility  to  sheep,  homed 
cattle  and  horses.  Following  the  plan  of 
that  able  and  diligent  individual,  sir 
Thomas  Barnard,  he  had  made  use  of  salt 
to  some  extent,  and  so  had  other  agricul- 
turists with  whom  he  was  acquainted.  He 
was  convinced  it  would  be  generally  used 
by  farmers,  if  it  were  not  tor  the  amount 
of  the  tax.  He  had  indeed,  no  doubt, 
that  the  dufr  might  be  very  materially 
reduced,  without  any  diminution  of  the 
revenue,  because  that  reduction  would 
very  much  increase  the  consumption  of 
salt.  His  calculation  was,  that  were  the 
duty  materially  reduced,  the  annual  con- 
sumption of  salt  among  the  agriculturists, 
would  be  equal  to  between  Sand  800,000 
tons.  The  reduction  oucht,  with  this 
view  to  amount  to  the  dif&ence  between 
ML  and  5^  a  ton ;  for  the  latter  sum  was 
quite  enough;  and  he  was  sanguine 
enough  to  hope,  that  the  propriety  of 
such  a  reduction,  would  shortly  be  recog- 
nised by  his  majesty's  minbters,  and  br 
thai  House,  as  it  was  now  univenaDy  felt 
throughout  the  country.  The  hon*  mover 
deMrved  the  Uiaoks  of  the  public  for  the 
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iudgment  ^d  per9eFerance  with  whici) 
lie  had  followed  up  this  imporlaiit  subject. 

Mr.  Davenport  implored  mioisiers*  as 
well  as  that  Hou$e,  seriously  to  consider 
the  importance  of  salt  to  the  agricultural 
interest,  as  well  as  to  our  fisheries,  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  spme  measure  would 
be  adopted  upon  this  subject,  agreeably 
to  the  just  daim«  of  both. 

Mr.  Kennedy  said,  that  persons  com- 
plained to  him  that  the  regulations  were 
fio  vexatious,  that  they  would  rather  forego 
ithe  advantages  held  outy  than  -  subject 
themselves  \o  the  vexation  and  inconve* 
pience  imposed  upon  them. 

Dr.  PhiUimore  declared  his  conviction 
thf^t  the  salt  tax  should  be  repealed  alto- 
gether, becau^p  the  existence  of  such  a 
lax  was  repugnant  to  the  primary  princi- 
ples of  political  economy.  He  therefore 
ishould  reel  great  regret  if  the  proceedings 
of  the  cpmmiuee  at  the  last  session  were 
to  have  no  other  termination  than  the 
odpption  of  such  a  bill  as  that  alluded  to. 
T^iinking  the  tax  under  consideration  to 
be  totally  pernicious,  he  could  neither 
8|ibscribe  to  thp  theories  of  the  hop. 
inover«  nor  accede  to  the  bill  cootem- 
pls^ted  by  th^  right  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
treasury  bench ;  for  in  his  opinion  the 
.fax  shpuld  be  done  ayvsj  with  altogether, 
oppressive  as  it  notoriously  was  upon  thp 
pountry.  He  would  ask  whether  a  tax 
which  bore  with  so  much  severity  upon 
the  poor  ought  to  be  tolerated  in  any 
f^bape?  Salt  w^g  so  much  an  article  pf 
necessity,  and  in  such  general  use  among 
the  poorer  orders,  that  even  were  the  tax 
reduced  to  the  sum  suggested  by  the  hon. 
memlber  for  Carlisle,  the  effect  would  still 
be  tp  subject  every  cottager  to  the  pay- 
ment pf  abqut  two  pounds  a  year.  Thus 
the  imposition  would  opera^  as  an 
iqcome  tax  to  that  amount  upon  a  very 
useful,  and  the  most  distressed  class  in  the 
(Country.  He  agreed,  that  the  reduction 
of  the  tax  would  serve  to  render  it  more 
productive  on  the  whole;  but  be  was  a 
decided  enemy  to  the  entire  principle  of 
the  tax,  because  it  operated  not  only  to 
oppress  the  poor,  but  to  injure  the  inter- 
ests of  agriculture,  and  materially  to  im- 
pede the  progress  of  our  fisheries,  by 
Sisipg  to  fofeignen  who  were  exempt 
om  any  such  tax  a  decisive  advantage 
oveir  our  own  countrymen,  tie  threw 
opt  for  the  cpnsideration  of  the  House, 
the  propriety  of  reducing  the  tax  pro- 
gressively for  four  or  five  years,  and  Uien 
m^^g  thp  lax  ^together. 
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Mr.  EgpiQu  supnocled  the  motion,  and 
recommended  a  reauctioh  of  this  tax. 

Mr.  Cakrqft  said,  he  still  retaipe^  thp 
opinions  with  which  he  entered  the  com- 
mittee of  the  last  session,  which  o^inionf 
were  indeed  strengthened  by  the  evidp^ce 
taken  before  that  committee,  and  there- 
fore be  adhered  to  the  first  resolution, 
wl^ich  it  adopted,  namely,  that  it  was  de- 
sirable to  repeal  this  tax,  but  that,  from 
the  state  of  ouf  income  and  expenditure, 
the  committee  were  restrained  from  in- 
structing its  chairman  to  move  the  House 
for  a  total  repeal.  He  was  himself  tho- 
roughly peirsuaded,  that  so  long  as  salt 
was  under  the  excise,  the  consumption  olf 
that  article  would  not  be  as  extensive  aa 
it  might  be,  especially  among  the  agricul- 
turists. But  an  opportunity  wo^^d  nex^ 
year  offer  of  entering  fully  into  the  consi- 
deration of  the  subject^wben  a  revision 
of  the  Irish  taxes  was  tq  hf  expected. 
The  difference  between  the  Salt  tax  ia 
Ireland  and  in  Great  Britain  was  very  re- 
markable indeed;  for  while  in  England 
the  tax  was  IBs.  a  bushel,  and  in  Scotland 
65.,  the  amount  in  Ireland  was  only  2f. ; 
but  most  probably  iii  the  revision  which 
was  to  be  expected  next  year,  arrange- 
ments would  be  made  advantageous  to  aU 
parties. 

Mr.  Tremayne  said,  that  every  man 
who  had  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  com- 
mittee must  be  satisfied  of  the  necessity 
of  the  repeal  of  the  tax,  or  the  great  lo- 
wering of  the  duty.  The  formers  woul^ 
never  use  it  generally,  unless  the  duty 
y99A  lowered* 

Mr.  V.  Fitzgerald  said,  that  he  could 
not  allow  himself  %o  overlook  the  obser- 
vation of  the  hon.  mover  with  respect  \fi 
the  comparatively  reduced  amount  pf  the 
salt  tax  in  Ireland.  If  the  hon.  roen^isr 
expected  that  an  augmentation  of  the 
Salt  duty  in  Irelapd  would  be  the  result  of 
any  such  revision  as  he  had  alluded  to,  that 
hon.  member  would,  he  had  no  dodbt,  find 
hi?  calculation  erroneous,  since  it  was  uu- 
derstooa,  that  no  advance  was  to  take 
place  in  the  articles  of  salt  and  coals. 

Mr.  Grfjs/^  observed,  that  no  tax  bore 
SQ  hard  upop  the  poorer  classes  as  that  gf 
salt.  He  could  i)o^,  however,  in  the  pfe- 
sen|.  state  of  our  finances,  press  for  ibe 
repeal  of  that  tax,  if  a  substitute  for  it 
were  not  prpvided ;  but  so  obnoxious  was 
this  tax,  that  he  could  not  hesitate  to  e3(- 
preis  bi9  readiness  to  support  any  substi- 
tute in  preference  tp  it. 

Thp  motion  was  agr^(;d  to. 
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Irish  Window  Tax;]— Mr.  BuU 
chinson  taid,  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
petition  praying  for  the  total  repeal  of 
the  Window  tax  in  Ireland.  It  was  from 
the  populous  and  important  city  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent,  and  was 
most  numerously  and  respectably  signed. 
Among  the  signatures,  were  by  far  the 
most  part  of  the  respectable  population  of 
Cork.  The  petitioners  appealed  to  the 
justice,  the  humanity,  and  the  sound 
policy  of  that  House  in  soliciting  the  re- 
repeal  of  a  tax,  the  existence  of  which  had 
been  found  extremely  injurious  to  the 
health  of  the  people  of  Cork.  They 
stated  that  this  tilx  was  originally  imposed 
is  a  war  tax,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer at  the  time  of  its  imposition,  ex- 
pressly stating  that  it  tiras  meant  to  con- 
tinue (6r  only  three  years,  o^  during  the 
#ar.  But  this  tak  was  found  exceedmgly 
injurious,  not  only  in  Cork,  but  through- 
out all  Ireland.  The  injurious  effects  of 
this  tax  to  the  health  of  the  people,  he 
could  state  from  his  own  observation. 
The  prevalence  and  wide-spread  malignity 
of  the  typhus  fever,  which  had  of  late 
years  committed  such  ravages  in  Ireland, 
was  in  a  great  degree  to  be  attributed 
Co  the  operation  of  this  tax ;  for  this  tax 
served  lo  extend  the  prevalence,  and  ag- 
gravate the  severity  of  this  direful  dis- 
ease, the  poorer  orders,  who  were  unable 
to  pay  that  tax,  being  necessitated  to  shut 
nn  their  windows,  and  thus  to  exclude  the 
air.  He  hoped  that  this  subject  would 
shortly  be  taken  into  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  and  it  could  not  foil  to  in- 
terest the  attention  of  every  just  and  hu- 
mane mind.  The  petitioners  observed,  that 
parliament  had  in  its  justice  repealed  the 
income  tax  at  the  conclusion  of  the  peace, 
because  it  was  on^nally  laid  on  as  a  war 
duty ;  and  a  hope  Was  very  naturally  ex- 
pressed, that  the  same  measure  of  justice 
would  be  dealt  out  with  respect  to  the 
Irish  Window  tax.  It  was  also  seen  by 
the  petitioners,  that  parliament  had  very 
recently  repealed  so  much  of  the  tax  upon 
husbandry  in  this  part  of  the  empire,  as 
equal  in  amount  to  the  whole  produce  of 
the  window  tax  in  Ireland,  namely, 
fiOO,00(tf.  a  year.  With  thii  drcumstahce 
in  their  view,  and  the  recent  declaration 
if  the  noble  secretary  for  foreign  affiiirs, 
is  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  empire 
In  their  recollection,  the  petitioners  must 
natnrilly  be  encouraged  to  regard  the 

(resent  as  i  period  peculiarly  auspicious 
)r  the  <Aject  of  their  application.    He 


trusted  that  this  cslcnhition  #oirid  be  jus- 
ti6ed  by  the  eveot,  and  that  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  would  contrive  io  provide 
some  substitute  for  this  tix,  if  a  substitute 
were  indispensable. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CoksoltdatedFdkd  PftonucEBitL.;] 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved 
the  order  of  the  day,  fok*  the  House  to 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  con- 
solidated fond  produce  bill.  On  the 
motion,  «  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  chair," 

Mr.  Gren/eH  said,  that  the  proposed 
measure,  with  reference  to  the  accuroula* 
tion  of  nublic  money  in  the  haAds  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  was  by  no  me^s  what 
the  House  had  a  right  to  expert  ft-ofai  ihe 
repeated  statements  and  declirations  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  since  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  and  parti'^ 
culariy  those  of  the  1st  February^  and  of 
Friday  last.  Those  statements  and  decla- 
rations were  calculated  td  mislead  and  dis- 
appoint the  |)ublic,  and  in  fict  the  public 
had  been  misled  and  disappointed.  He 
would  venture  to  appeal  to  every  member 
in  the  House,  to  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, and  to  the  country  at  largfe, 
whether  what  had  falJIsn  from  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  amount  to  thn— 
that  as  public  money  had  accumulated  hi 
the  hands  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  the 
amount  of  7,0(X)»000/.,  he  had  a  measure 
in  contemplation  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  abstracting  6,000,000^.,  and  ren- 
dering it  available  to  the  public  service. 
In  other  words,  that  the  public  would  de- 
rive an  advantage  equal  to  the  interest 
open  6,000,OOM.  of  money.  If  the  right 
hon.  eentleman  had  any  doubt,  perhapl 
one  c&ctimstance  mieht  bring  tfai  whoie 
distinctly  to  his  recolTectfion.  Soihiething 
had  fallen  from  him  leading  to  i  supposi- 
tion that  he  meant  to  limit  hit  bill  to  the 
exchequer  balances,  which  had  iromedi<« 
diately  induced  him  (Mr.  Grenfell)  to  risd 
and  state,  that  there  were  other  balances, 
amounting,  on  an  average,  to  S,O0D,O0O/., 
and  that  he  shbuld  not  be  satisffed  unless 
they  were  also  touched  kind  iipproprlated 
to  the  service  of  the  hath>n.  Did  not  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  then  aksert  unequi- 
vocally, that  his  plan  would  not  be  con- 
fined merely  io  the  exchequer  deposit, 
but  would  embrace  all  the  public  money 
in  die  hands  of  the  Bank ;  or  to  nut  it 
more  shortly,  deprive  that  boaj  of 
6,000,000/.  out  6f  7»O0I^O0Of.  leavittg  it 
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1,000»000^  88  ao  adequate  remaneration 
for  iu  trouble  in  the  character  of  ac- 
countant? Now,  the  utmost  that  could 
be  obtained  from  the  bill  before  the  House 
was,  that  the  public  would  receive  what 
was  equivdent  to  the  interest  upon  three 
millions  instead  of  six.  As  a  confirmation 
of  what  he  had  advanced  as  to  the  pro- 
mises of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
he  might  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man at  the  nead  of  the  woods  and  forests, 
(Mr.  Hopkisson),  who  had  asserted,  that 
in  his  ofunion,  the  arrangement  suggested 
on  Friday  last  would  not  be  more  advan- 
tageous than  that  made  by  Mr.  Perceval 
and  himself.  It  was  weH  known,  that 
there  were  no  less  than  56  balances  of 
various  kinds  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank, 
and  the  measure  now  proposed  only 
touched  one  of  them ;  so  tnat,  in  fact,  the 
House  and  the  country  had  been  totally 
misled  by  the  flattering  expectations  held 
out  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  very  title  of  this  bill,  certainly 
the  resolution  he  moved  for  in  the  com- 
mittee of  die  whole  House,  was  the  best 
answer  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  observa- 
tions. The  title  was  for  the  application 
to  the  public  service  of  a  part  of  the 

f  rowing  produce  of  the  consolidated  fund. 
t  professed  solely  to  refer  to  the  exche- 
quer bills  account,  which  was  certainly 
only  one  (though  a  very  important  one) 
of  the  56  accounts  of  balances.  The  hon. 
gentleman  was  well  aware,  that  since  the 
peace,  the  public  balances  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bank  had  been  reduced  to  six  or  seven 

• 

millions;  he  must  also  know,  that  with 
respect  to  several  of  these  balances,  the 
sums  for  instapce  from  the  court  of  chan- 
cery, in  the  hands  of  the  accoroptant-ge- 
neral,  and  the  monies  for  the  public  cre- 
ditor, he  had  no  control,  as  their  appro- 
priation was  specifically  enjoined  by  a 
distinct  act  of  parliament.  He  could 
assure  the  House,  that  in  the  general 
public  departments,  where  cash  must  be 
m  the  first  instance  deposited  for  the 
ordinary  transactions  ofbusiness,  care  was 
always  taken  not  to  leave  a  deposit  for  a 
larger  sum  tlian  would  cover  tne  exigen- 
cies of  a  week  or  ten  days  in  advance. 
There  was,  it  was  true,  another  branch  of 

Eublic  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank, 
e  meant  the  revenue  balances,  which 
were  no  longer  suffered  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  private  bankers,  in  the  names  of 
the  receivers-general,  and  these  were 
weekly^  and  sometimes  oftcoer,  paid  over 


to  the  exchequer.  Perhaps  the  total  of 
the  smaller  balances  would  not  be  found 
to  exceed  at  the  outside  IJ300,OOOL  or 
1,700«000/.  If,  in  the  course  of  business^ 
still  further  sums  could  be  rendered  avail- 
able for  the  public,  he  was  ready  to  admit 
that  such  savings  should  not  be  lost  sight 
of,  and  that  they  ought  to  receive  imme- 
diate attention.  He  had  no  hesilatioa 
whatever  in  saying,  that  the  interest  of  six 
millions  would  be  available  to  the  public, 
three  millions  on  the  day  after  this 
act  passed.  He  thought  this  would  be 
found  to  be  the  fact  subject  to  the  Bank 
debt,  and  the  arrear  on  the  consolidated 
fund.  In  1808,  when,  the  Bank  had  the 
benefit  of  public  balances,  amounting  oa 
an  average  to  eleven  or  twelve  milhons, 
Mr.  Perceval  conceived  he  had  made  a 
good  bargain  when  he  got  a  loan  of  three 
millions  free  of  interest.  The  present 
arrangement  was,  he  thought,  still  more 
advis&le  with  a  view  to  the  public  inter- 
ests. The  bill  did  not  protect  the  Bank 
against  any  farther  reduction  of  their  ba* 
lances,  if  it  should  appear  desirable  to 
make  such  reduction ;  it  only  went  to  re- 
gulate one  important  branch  of  the  public 
balances. 

Mr.  Tiemey  begged  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  what  was  his  own  under- 
taking when  first  he  announced  to  the 
House  his  intention  of  making  the  public 
balances  in  the  Bank  availfd>le  to  the 
public  service  ?  Was  it  not  that  he  con- 
templated the  reduction  from  seven  mil- 
lions to  one,  applying  thereby  six  millions 
to  the  use  of  the  public  I  He  now  asked, 
whether  in  the  answer,  or  rather  no  an- 
swer, he  had  given  to  the  speech  of  his 
hon.  friend,  he  had  not  altogether  aban- 
doned that  intention  I  These.  Bank  ba- 
lances consisted  of  two  descriptions — 
one  from  the  srowiog  produce  of  the  con- 
solidated funo,  the  other  arising  from  the 
general  receipts  of  the  departments  of  the 
government.    How  came  it  then,  that  the 

{proposed  measure  wss  now  reduced  to  so 
imited  a  scale  ?  He  verily  believed  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  would,  if  he 
could,  have  been  consistent,  but  the  truth 
was,  that  he  was  overruled  by  the  Bank, 
and  consequently  obliged  to  hedee  from 
his  original  engagement.  As  to  these  mx 
millions  being  made  available,  he  believed 
such  a  hope  had  no  existence  but  in  the 
imsgination  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
ex<£equer.  He,  however,  first  took  credit 
for  3,300,000/.  jgoing  to  meet  cerUin 
arrears  and  deficiencies  arising  on  forpner 
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Snarten  out  of  the  consolidated  fobd. 
[ow,  for  Bach  a  purpose,  he  hed  no 
seoeisity  for  the  present  bill,  as  there 
alieady  existed  an  act  of  parliament  which 
provided  for  such  deficiency  by  the  inue 
of  exchequer  bills  which  buls  were  to  be 
net  by  the  current  revenue  of  the  suc- 
ceeding quarter.  Then  came  the  other 
branGh,iiameIyther«pqrmentofd,00(^00(M. 
due  to  the  Bank.  What  means  had  the 
House  of  knowing  that  a  sum  existed  to 
be  thus  applied  (  They  had  no  papers 
before  them  oo  which  alone  they  could 
form  a  correct  judgment.  It  was  hut  the 
odier  day  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
moved  for  the  prodhction  of  a  paper  cal- 
culated to  give  information  on  thai  part  of 
the  subject.  He  m%ht  have  the  paper  in 
bis  hand,  but  he  should  allow  members 
time  to  get  its  Contents  into  their  heads. 
Would  hesay,  thatthere  existed  the  means 
of  making  to  the  Bank  an  actual  and 

Eositive  repayment  oiSfiOOfiOOL  ?  Surely 
e  m^st  feel  that  it  would  be  unbecoming 
in  him  to  say  so,  merely  because  such  a 
baluice  existed  on  one  particular  day  in 
Che  quarteiw^-lie  must  feel  it  a  peiiect 
fidhksy^  unlensucha  result  could  besbown 
from  the  «veratfe  of  the  quarter.  Let  him 

I  Mr.  T.)  be  imowed  to  remind  the  right 
lOn;  gentleman,  that  early  in  the  present 
session^  he  himself  thought,  .  in  answer 
to  an  dbservation  of  his  hon.  friend, 
that  die  considerations  of  the  Bank  ba- 
hnesa  should  be  referred  to  the  com« 
nittee  noi^  sitting  on  the  Bank  question. 
He  (Mr.  T.)  differed  from  him  as  to  the 
reference  to  that  particular  committee, 
feeling  that  the  question  should  go  to  the 
conumttee  of  finance.  Why  not  refer  the 
question  now  to  them,  and  aelay  the  com- 
mittal until  the  House  had  its  report  f 
The  House  stood  in  need  of  mforroation, 
and  the  diancellor  of  the  exchequer 
should  have  a  little  mercy  on  them,  and 
not  measure  their  intellects  by  his  own. 
The  probability  was,  that  after  that  com- 
mittee had  maqe  their  report,  there  would 
be  no  difference  of  opinion.  The  right 
boo.  member  concluded  with  moving  as  an 
amendment,  the  ^tponement  of  the 
committal  of  tho  bill  until  Monday  se'n- 
night. 

The  Chanedhr^the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  his  bill  went  to  regulate  the  whole 
question  respecting  the  exdiequer  ba- 
lances, and  he  could  not  consent  to 
postpone  it  for  the  object  alluded  to; 
at  the  same  time,  he  felt  no  difliculty  in 
•dmitdng^lhat  the  whole  of  tlie  other 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 
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bahooe':  ^^  ght  come  very  shortly  under 
the  consi«  3ration  and  regulation  of  the 
House.  This  would  form  no  ground 
whatever  for  delaying  the  operation  of  the 
present  bill. 

Mr.  Tiemijf  said,  that  all  he  wanfM 
was,  to  know  the  eftct  of  the  principle  of 
this  bill.  If  the  bill  were  referred  to  a 
committee,  he  would  pledge  his  existence 
thev  would  make  no  such  report  as  the 
rignt  hon.  gentleman  bad  made  in  antici- 
pation of  its  efficacy. 

Mr.  Luskinghn  observed,  that  he  had 
found  no  reason  to  depart  from  the  ex- 
planation he  had  given  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, namely,  that  8,S0O,O0(tf.  would  be 
on  aceount  of  arrears  of  the  consolidated 
fund,  and  2,700,000(L  would  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  Bank. 

The  House  divided  on  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer's  modon:  Ayes,  154; 
Noes,  80  The  House  having  resolved 
itself  into  the  committee, 

Mr.  Tiemey  pressed  the  right  hon. 
gendeman  to  state,  in  what  manner  he 
expected'  to  have  between  two  and  three 
millions  available  to  go  in  reduction  of  the 
Bank  loan. 

The  Chancdlor  of  ike  Exchequer  replied, 
that  he  expected  the  amount  would  turn 
out  to  be  as  he  had  already  stated  it. 

Mr.  Tiemey  repeated,  that  all  he  de- 
sired to  know  was,  what  was  the  probable 
amount  of  the  sum  which  was  expected  to 
accrue  at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  when 
this  bill  was  to  come  into  operadon  ? 

The  Chanedior  of'the  Exchequertepliedt 
that  he  thought  the  average  amount  al- 
luded to  would  be  about  three  millions,  as 
ftr  as  he  could  judge. 

Mr.  Tiemey. — The  right  hon.  gende- 
man says  he  believes,  as  far  as  he  can 
judge,  the  quarter's  average  will  be  about 
three  millions ;  now,  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 
I  don't  believe  a  sinsle  word  of  it. 

Mr.  GrenfeU  asked,  what  was  to  be  done 
respecting  the  exchequer  bills  which  had 
been  issued  at  an  interest  of  ^  per  diem, 
where  they  had  remained  over  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bank  ? 

The  Chanceilor  cfthe  Exchequer  replied, 
that  they  would  be  subject  to  the  usual 
reguladons. 

Mr.  Maheriy  desired  to  know  whether 
the  Bank  haa  not  received  an  interest  at 
the  rate  of  2id.  on  these  bills,  when  the 
public  only  received  %d.  I 

The  Chanodlor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  whenever  they  had  held  over  those 
bills,  they  received  the  interest  according 
I      (SX) 
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to  the  regular  arrangement  made  at  the 
time. 

Mr.  Maberly  said,  he  understood  it  was 
admitted,  that  where  the  public  only  de- 
rived an  interest  of  2d.  the  Bank  had  con- 
trked  from  the  nature  of  their  bargains, 
to  get  %d*  per  day  on  these  exchequer 
bills.  The  public  bought  their  bills,  and 
received  their  interest  at  the  rate  of  2d, ; 
the  Bank  held  out  and  got  2|</. :  so  that 
the  difference,  instead  of  being  in  favour  of 
the  public,  who  purchased  with  real  ca- 
pital, was  in  favour  of  the  Bank,  whose 
capital  was  formed  by  the  working  of 
its  paper-mill. 

'  Mr.  WiUiams  thought  it  now  quite  clear, 
that  after  the  public  were  shut  out  from 
receiving  interest  on  exchequer  bills,  which 
had  been .  held  over  after  a.  certain  day, 
the  Bank  continued  to  obtain  an  exclusive 
amount  of  interest* 

,  Mr.  Grenfell  again  protested  against  the 
provisions  of  this  bill.  .  Why  was  its  ope? 
ration  Testricted  to  the  saving  of  the  in- 
terest on  six  millions,  which  was  expected 
to  accrue  out  of  the,  exchequer?  The 
amount  first  accruing  was,  aftjer  the 
arrearon  the  consolidated  fund  was  settled, 
jto  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  Bank 
Joan.  He  referred  to  the.  quarterly  ac- 
counts, and  said  it  was  impossible  to  carry 
this  saving  higher  than  three  millions  by 
the  present  bill.  He  pointedly  condemned 
the  limitation  of  the  operation  of  this  bill, 
and  asked,  why  it  should  not  be  made  to 
apply  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  growing 
produce  of  the  consolidated  fund  i  He 
could  see  no  reason  why  this  should  be 
the  case,  except  tha|  the  attempt  to  make 
it  so,  however  beneficial  to  the  public, 
would  trench  on  the  profits  of  the  Bank. 
'  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  this  bill  was  made  only  by  way  of  ex- 
periment, and  its  principlemight hereafter 
be  extended  to  the  other  balances.  In 
his  present  plan,  he  kept  in  view  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  negotiation  between  Mr.  Per- 
ceval and  the  Bank,  in  1808. 
.  Mr.  Maberly  said,  that  from  the  ambi- 
guity of  the  explanapons  offered  in  tlie 
poqamittee,  he  was  more  than  ever  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  referring  the 
subject  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said,  the  system  now 
proposed  protected  the  interests  of  the 
public  creditor  as  much  as  any  that  could 
be  devised. 

The  House  resumed,  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 


BikNKRUPT  Laws.]  Mr*  «/•  SmUh 
rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  Bmkrapt 
Laws.  He  observed,  that,  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  subject,  he 
meant  not  to  enter  into  the  history  o€ 
those  Jaws.  There  were,  he  was  con- 
vinced, many  gentlemen  in  that  House 
who  believea  they  were  not  interested  ia 
this  question,  because  they  imagined  that 
the  bankrupt  laws  did  not  affect  them.  It 
was,  however,  very  difficult  to  say,  whe 
were,  or  who  were  not,  subject  to  them. 
In  fact,  persons  who  were  never  directly- 
connected  with  trade,  might,  as  appeared 
from  recent  decisions,  be  subjectea  to  the 
operation  of  those  acts.  That  a  revision 
of  the  laws  should  take  place^  was  moat 
important  to  the  interests  of  thecommer^ 
cial  world,  and  more  so,  to  the  in^eresta 
of  humanity.  He  should  say  no  more  at 
present,  but  move  <<  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the 
laws  relating  to  Bankrupts.*' *- Leave 
given. 

Junior  Lords  of  the  Asmiraltt.} 
Sir  M,  fV,  Ridley  rose,  in  consequence 
of  the  notice  which  he  had  already  giveo^ 
to  noove  an  Address  to  his  Royal  High* 
ness  the  Prince  Regent,  praying  that  be 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di- 
rections for  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  Junior  Lords  of  the  Admiralty.  He 
was  sensible  of  the  peculiar  difficulty  of 
the  task  he  had  undertaken.  It  was  with 
great  diffidence  that  he  at  any  time 
ventured  to  address  the  House ;  but  on  the  , 
present  occasion  more  particularly  he 
felt  diffident  of  his  ability  to  arrest  their 
attention,  because  he  was  aware,  that  it 
was  scarcely  in  his  power  to  throw  any 
additional  light  on  a  subject  which  had  al- 
ready been  so  thoroughly  discussed.  He 
was  cheered  however  by  the  conscious- 
ness that  he  was  performing  a  public  duty* 
and  he  trusted,  that  in  the  importance  of 
the  question  itself  tlie  Hou^e  would  forget 
the  inadequacy  of  the  individual  by  whom 
it  was  brought  udder  their  consioe^tion. 
He  confessed  that  he  had  almost  flattered 
himself  he  should  be  prevented  from 
finding  any  necessity  for  the  performance 
of  this  task.  Recollecting  the  opinions 
delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons  ,at 
the  time  when  he  had  formerly  taken  Che 
libertjf  to  introduce  this  subject,  recoU 
lecting  that  be  was  on  that  occasion  sup- 
ported by  as  numerous  a  minority  as  ever 
divided  on  a  question  of  that  naturoi  he 
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really  had  hoped  that  the  sentimeDta  ex- 
pressed Id  the  Hoase,  and  echoed  by  the 
public  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to 
the  other,  would  have  induced  his  ma* 
Je8ty*8  ministers  to  embrace  the  opportu- 
nity which  lately  presented  itself  to  themi 
of  advising  their  royal  master  to  do  an 
act  of  grace  and  liberality  by  withholding 
any  appointmeivt  to  fill  up  the  vacancy 
which  liad  recently  occurred.^  As  far  as 
he  was  personally  concerned  in  the  ques- 
tion, he  should  have  had  no  wish  to  press 
it,  had  he  not  considered  it  a  duty  impe- 
rathre  on  him  to  do  so  in  consequence  of 
the  neglect  of  his  majesty's  government 
to  comply  with  the  general  feeling  on  the 
subject.  And  here  he  must  say,  that  he 
thought  there  had  been  something  of 
precipitation,  not  to  say  of  indelicacy,  in 
nurrying  the  appointment  to  which  he 
had  alluded  pendmg  the  discussion  of  the 
subject.  He  gave  notice  of  his  motion 
the  moment  the  new  writ  was  moved,  and 
with  whatever  conSdence  his  m&jesty's 
ministers  might  reckon  on  the  result  of 
the  decirion  of  the  House  on  that  evening, 
he  conceived  that  it  would  have  shown 
but  a  proper  deference  to  the  House  to 
wait  until  tliat  result  was  ascertained. 
When  the  subject  was  last  under  consi- 
deration the  noble  lord  opposite  had  en- 
deavoured, and  too  successfully  endea- 
voured, to  persuade  the  House  to  reject 
his  ^sir  M.  W.  Ridley's)  motion,  prin- 
cipally on  this  ground,  namely,  that  the 
question  was  likely  soon  to  be  submitted 
to  the  investigation  of  the  committee  of 
finance,  and,  therefore,  that  if  the  House 
were  to  come  to  any  decision  upon  it, 
they  would  prejudge  a  question  on  which 
it  was  the  business  of  the  committee  of 
finance  to  pronounce.  For  his  part,  he 
(sir  M.  W.  Ridley)  owned  he  was  one 
of  those  who  regretted  the  departure  in 
the  House  of  Commons  from  the  good 
old  system  of  taking  upon  themselves  the 
responsibility  of  considering  subjects  of 
importance;  and  who  lamented  to  see 
that  responsibility  almost  invariably  cast 
on  the  snoulders  of  a  committee.  When, 
however,  the  House  had  confided  the  in- 
vestigation of  such  a  subject  to  a  com- 
mittee, he  was  as  little  inclined  as  any 
nan  to  diiEer  from  or  find  fault  with  the 
opinion  entertained  by  it.  But  on  the 
present  occasion  he  felt  it  to  be  indis- 
pensable to  request  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  that  part  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  nuance  which  related  to 
the  subject  under  discussion.      It  was 


very  curious  to  observe  the  variation  of 
opinion  expressed  by  the  noble  lord  at 
one  time  in  the  House  and  at  another  in 
the  committee  above  stairs.  The  noble 
lord  ^he  repeated)  said,  that  it  would  be 
expeaient  for  the  House  to  defer  the  con- 
sideration of  the  motion  which  he  had 
made,  because  it  related  to  a  subject  on 
which  the  committee  of  finance  would  be 
called  to  report. — That  was  said  by  the 
noble  lord  in  the  month  of  February.  In 
the  month  of  June  the  committee  made 
its  report.  The  first  paragraph  in  that 
report  which  related  to  the  subject  of  the 
motion  was  to  the  following  efiect,  viz.^- 
'<  That  the  consideration  of  the  number 
and  salaries  of  the  lords  commissioners  of 
the  admiralty  seemed  to  the  committee  to 
be  withdrawn  ffom  the  scope  of  its  inves- 
tigation, by  the  late  vote  of  the  House 
of  Commons.''  Thus  it  appeared  that  the 
noble  lord,  when  in  the  House,  argued 
thst  the  number  of  the  lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty ought  not  to  be  reduced,  because 
the  subject  was  about  to  undergo  the 
examination  of  the  committee  of  finance, 
and  that  in  the  committee  of  finance  the 
noble  lord  argued,  as  appeared  by  the  re- 

{>ort  (in  the  formation  of  which  the  noble 
ord  had,  no  doubt,  sufiicient  influence), 
that  the  committee  had  not  the  power  to 
investigate  the  subject,  because  bv  a  late 
vote  the  House  of  Commons  had  deter- 
mined not  to  entertain  it.  This  was  a 
sample  of  the  value  of  the  report  made 
by  the  committee  of  finance  in  1817, 
and  of  the  little  weight  which  it  ought  to 
have  with  the  House,  if  brought  forward 
to-night  to  assist  in  the  opposition  to 
his  present  motion.  But,  even  supposing 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  1817  had 
been  nostile  to  the  continuance  of  the 
existing  number  of  junior  lords  of  the 
Admiruty,  there  was  reason  to  conclude, 
from  analogy,  that  the  recommendation 
of  that  committee  would  not  have  been 
attended  to  by  his  majesty's  ministers. 
He  begged  to  call  the  recollection  of  the 
House  to  what  had  uken  place  with  res- 
pect to  the  commissioners  of  the  navy 
board.  In  the  report  made  by  the  com- 
mittee of  finance  on  the  subject  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  navy  board,  it  was 
specifically  stated,  that  the  committee 
was  far  from  being  satisfied  that  so  many 
commissioners  of  the  navy  board  were 
necessary  in  time  of  peace,--that  the 
difiiculties  which  appeared  to  exist  in  the 
way  of  a  reduction  in  their  number 
seemed  to  the  committee  to  be  merely 
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technical   (these  difficukieti  it  might  be  i 
necessary  to  state  to  the  House,  were 
started  by  the  commissioners  themsekesi 
and  other  officers  of  the  Admiralty,  on 
their  examination)  and  that  the  commit- 
tee recommended  a  carefiil  examination 
of  the  subject  and  great  caution  and 
hesitation  before    any  ftiture  vacancies 
should  be  filled  up.    It  was  scarcely  to  be 
expected    that   nis  majesty's   mmisters 
should  have  ayailed  themselves  of  the 
only  opportunity  that  o&red  for  proceed- 
ing in  tiie  direct  teeth  of  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee.     As  to  the  in- 
dividual who  hiEid  been  in  consequence  ap- 
pointed   a    commissioner    of  the  navy 
board,  if  the  most  respectable  character 
and  good  qualities  of^ every  description 
were  a  bar  to  any  objection  to  the  pro- 
Ireeding,  he  was  free  to  confess  that  that 
individual  was  as  likely  as  any  man  to  form 
an  exception  to  a  general  nile  of  remark. 
But  it  was  not  the  character  or  respecta- 
bility of  any  man  which  could  justify 
his  appointment  to  the  office.     Nothing 
but  the  expediency  to  the  public  service 
of  any  appointment  could  be  its  justifi^ 
cation.    So  much  for  the  effect  which  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  finance  of  1817 
had  on  the  proceedings  of  his  majesty^s  mi- 
nisters.   He  now  wished  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  report  of  a 
committee  deserving  of  still  greater  at- 
tention ;  he  meant  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee  of  1797.      That,  committee  was 
composed   of  individuals,  of  whom  the 
country  could  boast  of  no  persons  possess- 
ing greater  knowledge  of  business,  or 
more  inclined  to  do  every  thine  that  was 
calculated  to  benefit  tKe  public  service. 
In  looking  over  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers   of  the    committee  of  1797,  there 
would  be  found  very  few  individuals  who 
would  be  disposed  to  recommend  any  re- 
duction of  public  establishments,  the  ten- 
dency of  which  might  impede  or  embarrass 
the  discharge    of  great   public   duties. 
Among  them  were  Mr,  Abbot  /now  lord 
Cokbester),  Mr.   Dudley   Ryaer   (now 
earl  of  Harrowby ),  the  bUe  Mr.  H.  Thorn- 
ton (a  name  associated  with  recollections 
of  the  most  honourable  description),  Mr. 
Yorke«  and  a  number  of  other  persons  of 
a  character  to  inspire  perfect  confidence 
in  the  recommendation  which  they  might 
offi^  to  parliament.      He  would  read  to 
the  House  a  passage  from  the  report  of 
that  committee,  as  he  founded  upon  it  his 
main  argument  for  the  adoption  of  -the 
motion  which  he  was  about  to  submit  to 


them^    It  was  to  tbe  following  offset  &-* 
••  That  the  committee  Aoogbt  h  their 
duty  to  observe,  that  the  number  of  com* 
missioners  of  the  board  of  AdiBiiraity,beaig 
six,  exdusively  of  tbe  first  lord,  was  not 
likely  to  be  susceptible  of  reduction  dv« 
ing  the  war  (the  committee  hem  alluded 
to  a  correspondence  with  the  Admirai^ 
boards  in  which  the  latter  represented 
that  in  time  of  war  it  would  not  be  pesst* 
ble  to  carry  on  the  bnanesB  of  thai  depart* 
ment  of  the  public  service  with  a  Hndlcr 
number),  but  that  tfa^  thoof^t  it  wortl^ 
of  consideiation,  whether  in  the  event  cv 
the  restoration  of  peacesucharedndiett 
of  business  m^ht  not  ensue,  sis  woiddl 
render  practicable  a  reduction  bf  thenms* 
her  of  commissioners,  and  other  persona 
employed  in  the  Admiralty  depaftroenty 
consistently  with  the  advafttago  of  the 
public  service."     Such  was  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  1797.     Undoubtedllf^ 
his  majesty's  ministers  had  recently  acted 
in  conformity  to  a  part  of  it.— vTliey  had 
dismissed  a  nuaober  of  <^  persons  enacted 
in  the  Admiralty  department.'''  llieee  tliej 
had  considered  no  longer  usiefid  or  neoea* 
sary.     They  had  dbmissed  a  great  mamf 
derks,  reducing  the  number  en  the  estd>^ 
Itshment  irom  si^ty,he  believed,  to  thirty* 
Such  persons  were  sent  to  die  right  ahoot 
without   hesitation.    But  the  Inomeot  a 
word  was  said  of  the  uselessness  of  any  of 
the  commissioners,  and  of  the  expediency 
of  reducing  their  nanaber,  the  feelings  of 
his  msjoity's  ministers  were  strongly  eli- 
cited.   They  experienced  a  reluctance  to 
act  whtdi  they  could  not  overcome*    Fia* 
trona^,  influence,  and  power,  beinff  en 
one  side,  and  love  of  economy  ana.  re- 
trenchment on  the  other,  the  mtter  soon 
gave  way ;  and  the  junior  lords  of  tbe  Ad- 
miralty continued  to  bold  their  places,  and 
to  take  their  salaries,  and  to  do  nothio|f, 
in  spite  of  the  report  of  the  committee  df 
1797.  He  would  now  endeavour  to  preve 
to  the  House,  that  sudi  a  dimmntion  of 
the  business  of  the  Admiraltj)r  departmenS 
had  taken  place,  as  that  which  was  con* 
templated  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
1797,  as  formmg,  whenever  it  might  occur, 
a  just  ground  for  diminishang  the  mnnber 
01  commissioners  of  die  board  ef  Adod^ 
ralty.  In  the  first  phoe,  there  couldscarcely 
be  a  greater  proof  of  the  diminution  of buH 
siness,  than  tne  dismissal  of  somanjf  derha* 
Another  proof  was  to  be  found  in  the  re^ 
duction  of  the  number  of  public  board 
days  at  the  Admiralty.    He  spake  in  die 
presence  of  those  who  would  cariect  him 
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if  he  was  in  error ;  but  he  undenCood  that 
formerly  five  of  those  boards  were  held 
every  wedc,  and  that  bow  the  nomber  was 
reduced  to  three.  This  afforded  ample 
proof  of  the  diminution  of  business,  fiut 
there  were  farther  and  still  less  question^ 
sA>le  proofs.  In  1797f  when  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  which  he  had  mo  often 
alluded  was  made,  the  nomber  of  men 
voted  by  the  House  of  Commons  for  the 
aerriee  of  the  navy  for  the  year  was 
180,00a  From  1797  to  1814,  the  num- 
bers annually  voted  varied  from  lflO»000 
to  140,iXX).  In  l'797»  the  number  of  ships 
of  war  of  eveiy  description  in  commission 
esoeeded  a  thousand*  What  was  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  our  navy}  Thenuinber 
of  seamen  voted  for  the  aervice  of  the  pre^ 
aent  year  was  fiO,000.  The  number  of 
ships  of  war  of  every  kind  in  commission 
was  1S7 1  via.  sail  of  the  line  f  not  half  of- 
ioered  and  manned)  M;  frigates  45; 
sloops  of  war  and  brigs  57 ;  king's  yachts, 
11 ;  making  in  the  whole  137.  Thus  it 
mpeared,  that  for  flO|000  men  and  1S7 
ahips,  the  same  aondier  of  junior  lords  of 
the  Admiralty  waa  deemed  lequbitei  as 
was  necesiary  when  1,000  ships  were  in 
commisiion  and  IS0,000  aeanwn  annuaHj 
voted !  To  one  of  these  conclusions  it 
was  impossible  not  to  comep-*either  that 
in  time  of  war  diere  had  been  too  few 
commissioners  to  transact  the  business  of 
the  Admiralty,  or  that  in  time  of  peace 
there  were  too  mai^.  As,  dudng  the 
war,  no  complaint  had  been  made  of  an 
insufficient  number,  the  inference  was, 
that  the  nooober  wis  fully  competent  to 
transact  the  business  of  the  navy  in  time 
of  war ;  and  the&rther  Infefence  was,  that 
the  same  number  must  be  much  greater 
than  was  necessary  to  transact  the  business 
of  the  navy  in  time  of  peace.  He  was 
perfectly  a^are  of  the  exertions  made  by 
the  Admiralty  to  reduce  the  expenditure 
of  the  navy,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  de- 
tract from  the  merits  of  those  exertions. 
In  fact,  he  was  even  disposed,  to  find  fault 
with  the  reduction  whicn  had  takien  place 
as  carried  beyond  what  was  justified  by 
sound  policy  and  national  interest  It  was 
deeply  to  be  regretted  that,  in  a  country 
Kke  Great  Britain  i  essentially  maritime 
^that  force  was  not  kept  up,  at  least  to  a 
oertaia  extent,  on  whicn  we  ought  to  rely 
as  our  sde  defence.  It  was  di«ply  to  be 
regretted  that  our  navy  should  be  suffered 
to  fall  into  such  a  state  of  diUipidation, 
while  a  preference  was  shown  to  another 
description  of  servicei  wliicb,  highly  as  he 


valued  it,  and  carefully  as  he  wished  to 
abstam  from  speaking  of  it  wiUi  the  sUghl- 
est  disrespect,  or  from  throwfaj^  on  .it  the 
least  reflection,  he  couldnot  without  pam 
see  maintamed  in  its  present  strength,  at  a 
time  when  the  navy  was  so  redueed,  that 
on  any  sudden  emergency,  it  would  be 
extremely  difficult  to  put  it  again  on  that 
footing  which  was  indispensame  to  the  se- 
curity and  honour  of  the  country«.-Oii 
the  unexpected  breaking  out  of  any  wav» 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  re*aisemblfl 
the  large  body  of  seamen  who  had  been 
dispersed.  Bat  if  two  of  the  junior  lorda 
of  the  Admiralty  were  dismissed,  mid  s 
neoessity  should  arise  for  their  re-appoin^ 
meat,  not  five  minutes  need  be  met  m. 
seeking  for  persona  quslified  (at  least  m. 
their  own  opinion.)  for  the  siluatien«  The 
noble  lord  opposite  need  but  heU  up  hie 
finger,  and  he  would  l|eve  nlenty  of  candid 
dates  for  the  offioea  as  fit  mr  them«  aa  the 
individuals  by  whom  they  were  at  present 
occupied.  There  aught  be  great  daaffer 
therilbre  to  the  coontryt  ni  rndbpenSas 
of  so  many  of  her  brave  seamen,  but  thme 
could  be  no  danger  to  the  estAlishmfl 
of  the  board  of  AdmisalSy,  in  the  dimissii 
of  two  of  the  junior  londs.  The  fbromr 
could  set  be  recovered  without  diffieiilsy^ 
the  latter  eould  be  rephwed  with  peefect 
ease.  While  he  was  on  the  subject  of  the 
reductiooa  made  by  the  board  of  Admil 
ralty,  he  begged  to  mention  ope  pertic» 
lar  reduction,  which,  he  confessed,  he 
thought  nught  have  been  spared,,  in  deib» 
rence  to  the  general  feeUnsp  now  80^hap» 
pily  established,  of  the  incuculable  advaa- 
tages  which  the.  community  would  derive 
firmn  the  difbsion  of  moral  and  religieua 
instruction  among  aH  dassea— be  meant 
the  reduction  of  diaplaina  ui  the  navyw 
Against  that  reductwa  a  reoKtestmnee 
turn  been  mseoted  to.  the  lordb  oi  the  Ad^ 
miralty.  The  answer  to  that  feasonsciwsce 
he  held  in  his  hand.  It  stated  that  a 
chaplain  should  be  appointed  to  each  ef 
the  three  principal  ports  to  do  the  harbour 
duty;  and  that  those  three  chsplains 
should  be  selected  from  the  oldest  chap* 
lanis  on  Uie  list.  Nothing  certainly  could 
be  more  proper  than  such  an  arrange* 
ment ;  ana  it  was  fairiy  to  be  expected 
that  no  attempt  would  be  made,  m  an^ 
inMnce,  to  counteract  so  just  a  detenni- 
nation.  Nevertheless,  if  he  had  not  been 
mismformed,  and  he  had  reason  to  believe 
his  authority  for  the  assertion  waa  very 
good,  the  appomtment  had  taken  place  at 
FMsraouth  of  a  gentleaMiti  to  the  silaa- 
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tioa  oF  chaplain,  who  ahhongh  no  douht  a 
Tery  respectable  man,  had  no  claim  to 
that  appointment  on  the  ground  of  public 
service,  and,  at  the  time  of  the  appoint- 
ment, waa  not  even  on  the  list  of  chaplains 
of  the  navy.    On  what  grounds  this  trans- 
action had  taken  place  he  would  not  pre- 
tend to  say,  but  ir  the  information  which 
he  had  received  was  correct,  those  who 
looked  at  the  proceedings  at  Portsmouth 
during  the  last  general  election,  might  see 
in  those  proceedings  the  reasons  of  the 
appobtment  of  the  individual  in  question, 
and  might  be  induced  to  imagine  that  it 
was  the  result  of  the  influence  which  he 
possessed  and  exerted  on  that  occasion, 
and  not  of  any  considerations  of  a  public 
nature.    He  mentioned  this  circumstance 
in  aid  of  his  position,  that  his  majesty's 
government  were  perfectly  disposed  to  re- 
trench every  thing  connected  with  the 
navy,  or  admiralty,  except  when  patronage 
or  inflaence  was  threatened  to  be  touch^. 
If  he  found  that  he  had  been  erroneously 
informed  respecting  the  circumstance,  he 
would  instantly  acxnowledge  it;  but  at 
present  he  believed  what  he  had  stated  to 
be  the  fact.  Such  as  he  had  described  be- 
ing the  reduced  state  of  the  navy,  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  and  to  the  country, 
what  use  there  could  be  in  maintaining 
the  war  establishment  of  secretaries  and 
lords,  merely  to  receive  salaries,  and  to 
assist  one  another  in  transacting  the  dimi- 
nished business  of  the  office.— The  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Admiralty  smiled  at  this. 
He  was  ^lad  to  see  the  hon.  gentleman's 
face  agam,  and  must  say,  that  he  came  in 
most  opportunely  and  fortunately  to  fur- 
nish the  House  with  information  on  the 
present  question.    As  to  the  hon.  baronet 
near  him,  whose  situation  was  implicated 
in  the  proceedinff  before  this  House,  he 
presumed  that  that  hon.  baronet  would 
not  vote  on  the  question ;  but  that  having 
commttnicated  such  facts  as  he  might  wish 
to  put  the  House  in  possession  of,  he 
would  withdraw  before  their  ultimate  de» 
cisioo.    Perhaps,  however,  the  hon.  baro- 
net's vote  was  the  only  thing  he  was  pre- 
pared to  give.    It  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  trespass  much  longer  on  the  time 
of  the  House,  but  he  wished  briefly  to  no* 
tice  a  few  objections  that  had  been  for- 
merly made  to  his  proposition.      In-  *die 
first  place  it  had  been  said  that  the  pre- 
sent conatittttion  of  the  board  of  admiralty 
was  no  novelty;  for  that  it  had  always 
eoBsisted  of  the  same  number  of  mem- 
beii.    In  the  time  of  Henry  8th  a  |>oard 


of  admiralty  and  navy  was  appointed  to 
assist  in  conducting  the  business  of  the 
navy.      Generally  speaking,  the  cases  to 
which  their  attention  was  directed,  were 
similar  to  those  uoder  the  management  of 
the  present  lords«    He  would  state  again, 
with  increased  confidence,  what  he  bad 
stated  when  the  question  was.  formerly 
discussed,  that  from  that  time  to  the  pre- 
sent there  were  various  instances  in  which 
the  board  of  Admiralty  did  not  consist  of 
six  members,  but  of  fewer  than  six.    The 
statements  which  he  was  about  to  make 
were  from  authority  on  which  he  could 
perfectly  depend.      It  appeared  that  in 
I  1702  (the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne),  four  commissioners  were  appoint- 
ed as  a  council  to  assist  in  the  supermten- 
dence  of  naval  affairs.      In  the  course  of 
the  next  year  the  number  was  changed  to 
five*    In  1706  they  were  again  four.    In 
1714*  the  number  of  commissioners  waa 
five.    In  1717  the  number  of  commission- 
ers was  five.    In  1775,  under  the  Admi* 
nistration  of  lord  Sandwich,  the  number 
of  commissioners  was  five.    But  he  could 
prove,  and  he  would  prove,  that  in  later 
times  six  junior  lords  were  not  considered 
necessary  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
the  board  of  admiralty.      In  1789,  when 
the  earl  of  ChaUiam  was  at  the  head  of 
the  board  of  Admiralty,  there  were  six 
junior  lords.      But  in  Uie  course  of  the 
year  one  of  them  died,  who  was  not  re- 
placed for  a  twelvemonth  ;  during  which 
twelvemonth,  therefore,  the  business  of 
the  board  of  Admiralty  was  transacted  by 
five  junior  lords.     The  hon.  secretary  of 
the  Admiralty  had  asserted,  during   the 
former  debate  on  this  subject,  that  al« 
though  there  mi^ht  have  been  occaiionsl 
vacancies,  the  same  sums  had  always  been 
voted  by  parliament  for  the  board  of  Ad- 
miralty.  Certainly  he  ( sir  M.  W.  Ridley ) 
had  not  access  to  so  many  documents  as 
the  hon.  sentleman  had.    But  he  had  ex- 
amined what  he  deemed  to  be  pretty  aood 
authority,    namely,  the  Journals  of  the 
House,  and  he  found  that  until  a  few 
years  ago  there  was  no  specific  descrip- 
tion of  them  in  the  navy  estimates.    They 
were  regularly  voted  under  the  head  of 
Contingencies  of  the  Admiralty.     There 
was,  therefore,  no  proof  on  the  subject. 
Another  objection  which  had  been  started 
to  his  proposition  was,  the  nature  of  the 
commission  by  which  the  board  of  Admi* 
ralty  was  constituted,  and  which  ordered 
that  all  documenu  should  be  signed  by 
three  or  more  memberst      Now,  in  the 
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fint  placei  that  difficulty  might  be  got 
o^er  by  an  address  to  the  Prince  Rc^eott 
stating,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  House 
the  concurrence  of  two  or  more  lords  in 
signing  any  documents  would  be  sufficient 
But  the  fact  was,  that  notwithstanding  the 
provision  in  the  commission  requiring  that 
documents  should  be  signed  by  three  or 
more  lords,  general  documents  and  orders 
were  in  fact  seldom  signed  by  more  than 
one  of  the  naval  lords,  and  tne  secretary. 
It  had  also  been  said  that  a  board  ought 
to  consist  of  three  lords,  in  order  jthat  in 
the  event  of  a  difference  of  opinion,  a  de- 
cision might  take  place.  But  in  the  event 
of  a  difference  of  opinion  in  a  board  com- 

gosed  of  two  lords,  might  not  a  reference 
e  made  to  the  first  lord  ?  And.  indeed, 
would  any  man  believe  it  possible,  that 
even  at  present  the  first  lora  of  the  Ad- 
miralty— an  individual -holding  one  of  the 
highest  stations  in  the  cabinet,  charged 
with  a  most  weighty  responsibility- 
would*  on  any  matter  of  importance,  de* 
pute  that  responsibility  to  any  of  the  ju« 
nior  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  running  the 
risk  of  the  consequences,  the  extent  of 
which,  in  a  maritime  country,  such  as 
Great  Britain,  no  one  could  foresee? 
Would  the  noble  lord  now  at  the  head  of 
the  Admiralty  trust  to  the  hon.  baronet 
opposite,  however  high  his  character,  or 
to  any  other  junior  lord,  in  any  matter  of 
serious  moment?  Such  a  supposition 
could  not  for  an  instant  be  entertiuned. 
It  was  not  the  practice*- it  could  not  be 
the  practice. — The  junior  lords  might 
transact  the  general  business ;  but  it  was 
well  known  that  on  questions  of  ■  grave 
nature  they  followed  the  advice,  and  sign* 
ed  the  papers  recommended  to  them  by 
the  first  lord.  Again,  it  had  been  con* 
tended  in  favour  of  maintaining  the  pre- 
sent number  of  junior  lords,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  send  boards  occasionally  to 
the  various  ports  for  purposes  of  investi- 
gation. But  really  in  time  of  peace,  when 
we  were  not  constructing  a  navy,  such  an 
limbulatory  board  did  not  appear  to  be 
necessary ;  and  at  any  rate  it  was  quite 
absurd  to  send  on  such  business  indivi- 
duals (and  constituted  as  the  Admiralty 
board  now  was,  such  individuals  must  be 
sent)  so  little  acquainted  with  nautical 
matters,  that  they  scarcely  knew  a  se- 
yenty-four  from  a  mail  coach.  It  was  not 
such  persons  that  could  carry  on  any  in- 
quiry with  advantage  to  the  public;  but 
individuals  who  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  Subject  to  be  examinedi  and  whose 


reports  would  be  as  valuable  as  those  of 
the  ignorant  would  be  useless,  if  not  mis- 
chievous. He  knew  it  was  a  question  on 
whidyviser  heads  than  his  had  diffisred— 
whether  or  not  it  was  proper  or  desirable 
that  a  naval  man  should  be  at  the  head  of 
the  board  of  Admiralty.  He  would  not 
presume  to  express  any  opinion  on  Uiafc 
point ;  but  this  he  would  yenture  to  say* 
that  in  the  present  reduced  anacftnt  of  the 
business  which  Uie  board  of  Admiralty  had 
to  transact,  two  sea  lords,  one  lay  lord, 
and  the  first  lord,  would  be  sufficient.— 
One  lay  lord  would  unquestionably  be 
useful.  The  early  habits  of  a  sea  life 
were  not  such  as  to  qualify  many  of  those 
who  followed  it  from  acquitting  them« 
selves  in  that  House  with  satisfaction  to 
themselves;  and  it  was  therefore  expe* 
dient  that  there  should  be  one  lay  lord  to 
transact  the  necessary  parliamentary  ba« 
siness,  to  move  the  navy  estimates,  drc« 
Ac.  Such  was  the  view  which  he  took  of 
the  constitution  that  was  desirable  of  the 
board  of  Admiralty.  Such  were  the 
grounds  on  which  he  yentured  to  press  hie 
motion  on  the  House.  Insi^incant  as 
was  the  saving  which  that  motion  went  to 
effect— insignificant  as  was  the  number  of 
offices  which   it  tended  to  abolish— the 

?[uestion  was  important  in  another  view. 
t  was  iinportani  as  laying  a  ground  for 
cutting  off,  wherever  it  could  bt  cut  ol^ 
every  situation  merely  of  power  and  pa^ 
tronage,  which  was  unavailable  to  the  ser« 
vice  of  the  country,  and  which  threw  an 
unnecessary  burthen  on  the  people.  If  it 
did  little  eue,  it  would  establish  the  prio« 
ciple  of  retrenchment  and  economy ;  and 
if  ever  there  was  a  time  when  the  smallest 
saving  ought  not  to  be  neglected,  it  waa 
the  present,  when  the  people  were  loaded 
with  a  weight  of  taxation  which  they  bore 
with  a  d^ree  of  patience  which  entitled 
them  to  every  effort  that  conid  be  made 
for  their  relief.  It  would  well  become 
the  House  of  Commons,  as  the  guardians 
of  the  public  purse,  to  place  themselves  in 
the  situation  of  the  people— destitute  of 
every  advantage  that  property  or  mfloence 
could  bestow,  and  to  devise  such  measuree 
as  might  diminish  the  evils  they  endured. 
He  implored  the  House,  therefore,  to  con« 
sider  well  before  they  went  to  a  vote  on 
the  present  occasion.  They  were  pledged 
to  carry  into  e&ct  every  retrenchment 
that  was  compatible  with  a  doe  retard  to 
the  public  service.  Hoping  that  toe  pro* 
position  which  he  was  about  to  make 
could  not  be  proved  to  be  in  any  way  de* 
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trimental  to  the  public  mtetest  or  seco* 
rity»  he  looked  with  confidence  to  the  con- 
currence of  a  ma|orit7  of  the  House  in  the 
Betolution  which  he  should  have  the  ho- 
nour to  move,  namely  i**^**  That  an  hum* 
ble  Addreii  he  presented  to  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Pnnce  Regent,  to  represent 
t(S  His  Royal  Highness,  That  His  Ma- 
jesty's faithful  Commons,  relying  upon 
the  gracious  disposition  of  his  Royal 
Highness  to  concur  in  all  such  measures 
of  economy  and  retrenchment  as  may  be 
consistent  with  the  security  of  the  Coun- 
try, humbly  pray,  That  His  Royal  High- 
ness would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
directions,  that  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  may  be  reduced  to  such 
numbers  as  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
aerrice  may  actuaUy  require  in  a  time  of 
prtrfbund  peace.*' 

Sir  G.  CoMum  took  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  repelling  the  personal  attack 
made  upon  him  by  the  hon.  baronet. 

Sfr  if*  IV.  Rviley  disclaimed  sny  m- 
tention  of  making  a-  personal  attack  on 
the  gailaot  admiral. 

Sir  <r.  CoMum  said,  that  the  hon. 
baronet  had  spoken  of  the  patronage  used 
by  a  member  of  the  board  of  Adrnffalty 
for  electioneering  purposes  at  Ports- 
mouth. He  had  the  honour  to  represent 
that  borough,  and  he,  therefore,  indie- 
nnntly  repelled  that  charge,  as  he  would 
any  diai^e  made  against  his  conduct 
either  in  or  out  of  that  House.  He  had 
a  plain  tale  to  state  on  the  subject.  As 
Soon  as  the  redoctions  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  navy  were  determined  upon 
oy  the  Admiralty  board,  it  was  decided 
that  the  three  senior  chaplains  of  the 
navy  should  be  appointed  chaplains  to 
the  three  ports— the  senior  to  Ports- 
mouth, the  second  to  Plymouth,  and  the 
third  to  Chatham.  As  soon  as  that  deci- 
sion was  taken,  orders  were  issued 
ibr  a  return  of  the  nsraes  of  the  three 
senior  chaplains.  In  the  answer  to  those 
orders,  the  first  name  was  that  of  Mr. 
Cuthbert.  Now,  was  it  his  (sir  G.  Cock* 
burn's)  duty^  because  he  was  a  member 
for  Portsmouth,  to  say  that  that  gentle- 
man  should  not  be  appointed  the  chap- 
lain there  ?  Such  was  the  simple  fact  on 
which  the  hon.  baronet  had  made  so 
many  extraordmary  remarks.  As  he  was 
on  his  legs,  he  would  say  a  tew  words  on 
the  motion  before  the  House.  The  hon. 
baronet  founded  that  motion  principally 
on  the  great  reduction  that  had  taken 
place  in  Uie  business  of  the  board  of  Ad* 
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miralty.  With  humble  subniission  to  the 
hon.  baronet,  he  must  say,  that  he  had 
much  exaggerated,  if  not  entirely  mis* 
stated,  the  real  case.  The  business  of 
the  board  was  not  diminished  so  much  as 
from  a  cursory  yiew  might  be  supposed* 
During  war,  the  number  of  ships  in  com- 
mission were  divided  into  ten  or  twdra 
stations  (he  didnot  recollect  which),  at 
each  of  which  stations  there  was  a  com- 
mander in  chief,  whose  business  it  was  to 
can^  on  all  the  minor  details  of  tha 
service ;  and  to  whom  the  rest  of  the 
officers  addressed  their  commonicajtions. 
It  was,  therefore,  only  with  those  tea  or 
twelve  admirals  that  the  board  of  Admi« 
ralty  had  to  correspond.  But  now  that 
all  the  ships  were  paid  ofi^,  there  were 
above  8,000  nayal  officers  distributed 
over  the  face  of  the  globe,  with  all  of 
whom  the  board  of  Admiralty  was  in  cor- 
respondence. Even  if  any  one  of  those 
officers  changed  his  residence,  it  neces- 
sariljr  became  the  subject  of  commu- 
nication by  letter.  For,  difierins  in 
that  respect  from  the  officers  of  the 
army,  the  naval  officers  were  liable  to 
be  instantly  called  on  to  serve  in  cases  of 
emergency,  and  it  was  indispensable  these- 
ibf  e  that  Uie  board  of  Admiralty  riiould 
kndw  where  they  aH  were ;  and  De  in  ha* 
bits  of  correspondence  with  them.  Some 
of  them  frequently  applied  also  for  the 
remedy  of  grievances  which  they  con« 
ceived  they  sufiered.  Others  solicited 
promotion.  A  vast  proportion  'Of  them 
also,  whose  active  minds  had  been  in 
constant  excitation  during  war,  could  not 
sink  at  once  into  idleneis.  Many  of 
these,  very  creditably  to  themselves,  en- 
deavoured to  improye  every  thing  oon« 
nected  with  their  own  profession  and  ser- 
vice. The  conseouence  was,  that  plans 
for  improving  hulls,  guns,  ropes,  rig- 
ging, astronomicalinstruments,&c.  poured 
into  the  Admiralty.  Many  of  those  plans 
well  deserved  consideration,  and  by  whom 
could  they  be  considered  but  by  the  lords 
of  the  Admiralty  ?  This  with  the  other 
necessary  business  of  the  Admiralty  gene- 
rally gave  them  enouffh  to  do.  The  bu- 
siness of  the  navy,  and  consequently  the 
business  of  the  board  of  Admiralty, 
during  peace,  was  greater  than  many 
members  mieht  suppose.  It  wasnecessary 
to  enforce  the  due  observance  of  treaties 
with  other  powers;  to  aSbrd  protection 
to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  wbidi 
extended  to  every  part  of  the  world ;  and 
it  was  the  business  of  the  Admiralty  to 
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that  while  dae  protection  was  aft>rded 
to  that  commerce,  the  rights  of  other  na- 
tions should  not  be  injured.      The  hon. 
haronet  had  alluded  to  the  visits  of  the 
civil  commissioners  to  the  outports^  and 
inferred  that»  from  their  ignorance  of  sea 
affiurs,  these  visits  could  be  attended  with 
little  advantage.     But  supposing  profes- 
sional  men  only  were  to  be  sent  to  these 
ootports,  he  would  put  a  question  to  the 
HoosOi  and  ask  whether  any  of  the  mem* 
jbers  ever  heard  of  two  professional  people 
agreeing  in  any  one  point  ?  If  they  had,  they 
must  have  been  more  fortunate  than  him- 
self.    He  would  appeal  to  his  gallant 
friend  over  against  him  for  the  truth  of 
this.    Now,  supposing  two  of  the  naval 
commissioners  sent  down  to  one  of  the 
outporls,    and  they  differed  in  opinion, 
as  it  was  most  probable  they  would  do,  it 
would  be  ne€^es8a^y,  in  that  case,  to  send  to 
the  board  of  Admiralty,  and  thus  the  sub* 
ject  of  dtfierence  would  be  decided  away 
from  the  spot.    But  this  inconvenience 
would  not  occur  if  a  civil  commissioner  were 
added  to  the  two  professional  men,  be- 
tween whom  he  could  decide.    The  hon. 
baronet  had  remarked,  that  the  board 
days  were  altered,  and  he  inferred  from 
this  a  diminution  of  business.      The  con- 
trary of  this,  however,  was  the  case,  for 
the  alteration  was  owmg  to  the  business 
having  accumulated,  and  with  a  view  to 
get  through  the  consideration  of  tlie  plans 
and  other  business  which  had  increased 
on  their  hands,  it  was  agreed  on,  that 
instead  of  the  former  plan,  one  day  should 
be  given  to  correspondence,  and  another 
to  the  consideration  of  the  various  plans 
and  proposals  subniitted  to  them ;  and  by 
resorting  to  this  mode  they  found  that 
thev  could  get  on  better.    With  respect 
to  himself,  he  could  say  most  conscien- 
tiously, that  from  the  day  of  his  appoint* 
ment  up  to  the  present  time,  he  had  not 
had  any  cessation  from  business,  he  had 
aomelimea  not  had  an  hour's  walk  for  ten 
days  in  succession.     With  respect  to  his 
lay  colleagues,  they  also  did  tneir  duty. 
lit  did  not  mean  to  say  that  they  all 
came  so  early,  or  remained  to  so  late  an 
hour  as  himself,  but  he  could  not  go  on 
without  them.    He  did  not  feel  tliat  he 
could  take  on  himself  the  responsibility 
of  his  situation  without  them.    He  consi- 
dered three  sea-officers,  and  three  civil 
commissionersy  as  absolutely  necessary  to 
constitute  a  proper  board  of  Admiralty. 
If  the  numbers  were  different,  this  would 
give  rise  to  the  diffinrences  itf  opinion  to 
(VOL.  XXXIX. j 


which  he  had  already  alluded.  In  order 
to  get  on  weJ],  it  was  always  necessary  to 
have  a  decided  majority  one  way  or 
other.  He  hoped  there  was  nothing  im- 
proper in  what  be  had  said ;  for  he  trusted 
they  would  be  able  to  show  the  ^etitlemen 
on  the  other  side  a  decided  majority  on 
this  question.  Of  this  he  was  sure— thai 
if  the  House  were  to  weigh  dispassionately 
the  arguments  for  and  against  the  present 
motion,  it  must  be  rejected  by  a  large 
majority.  Speaking  from  the  experience 
which  he  had  had  during  the  twelve 
months  he  had  belonged  to  the  -board, 
he  would  say  he  was  sure  that  4uiy  alter- 
ation in  its  present  constitution  would  be 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  country. 
The  board  had  now  remained  100  years 
as  it  was,  and  having  lasted  so  long,  the 
House  ought  Co  weigh  the  matter  well  be- 
fore they  attacked  what  had  carried  the 
country  so  successfully  through  all  its 
dangers  and  difficulties.  There  was  one 
thing  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  state 
to  the  House.  In  time  of  war  ships  were 
patched  up  any  way,  and  sent  out  to  sea. 
But  in  time  of  peace  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  Admiralty  to  put  the  fleet  in 
the.  best  possible  condition,  to  be  in  com- 

Iilete  readiness  for  any  renewal  of  hosti- 
ities.  He  had  lately  surveyed  our  ships 
of  war,  and  he  would  venture  to  say 
that  our  ships  were  in  a  condition  at  this 
moment  in  which  they  had  never  been  be- 
fore. The  utmost  pains  had  been  taken 
to  preserve  them  from  that  pernicious 
disease  the  dry  rot;  and  this,  he  would 
at  least  venture  to  say,  in  the  means  of 
guarding  against  this  mischief,  great  im- 
provements had  been  made.  These  were 
points  which  necessarily  took  up  much 
time.  Besides  the  duty  of  superintend- 
ing the  navy,  the  Admiralty  had  others 
of  a  civil  nature  to  perform  in  which  the 
lay  lords  were  more  useful  than  pro- 
fessional men.  They  had  the  superin- 
tendence and  distribution  of  large  sums 
of  money;  and, many  important  claims  to 
adjust,  of  which  he  confessed  he  knew 
but  little.  Having  said  thus  much,  he 
had  only  to  show  the  necessity  for  having 
three  sea  lords  and  three  civil  lords.  In- 
cluding the  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
the  number  of  members  of  the  board  was 
certainly  seven ;  but  then  the  first  lord  was 
a  cabinet  minister,  and  having  in  that 
capacity  a  vast  deal  of  business  to  attend 
to,  his  time  was  necessarily  too  much 
taken  up  with  it  to  allow  him  to  give 
much  attendance  at  the  Admiralty  board. 
(3Y) 
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And  then  he  would  put  it  to  the  Hou8e» 
taking  the  numher  at  seven,  whether  they 
thought  seven  persons  could  go  on  the  year 
ihrougbi  without  any  of  them  heing  sick, 
or  any  of  them  taking  any  recreation? 
One  of  h»  colleagues  was  at  present 
sick. — ^This  was  a  thing  for  which  they 
ought  to  be  prepared.  And  there  was 
the  recommendation  of  the  board  as  at 
present  constituted,  that  it  had  remained 
as  it  was  for  100  years — ^indeed,  if  he 
was  to  rely  on  the  hiformation  he  had  re* 
ceivedi  it  had  remained  so  a  much  longer 
period.  He  had  to  beg  pardon  of  the 
House  for  having  taken  up  so  much  of 
their  time.  He  certainly  should  not  have 
risen  had  it  not  been  for  the  observation 
made  with  respect  to  the  Portsmouth 
election,  but  he  was  glad  to  find  he  had 
not  beea  alluded  to  personally  by  the  hon. 
baronet. 

Sir  /•  Cqffin^  after  bearing  testimony  to 
the  assiduity  with  which  hb  gallant  friend 
who  had  just  spoken  (as  welfas  the  other 
Baval  members  of  the  Admiralty  board) 
discharged  his  duty,  said,  he  should  like 
to  know  whether  a  lay  commissioner, 
who  had  lately  retired,  had  ever  dis« 
charged  any  one  duty  connected  with 
his  office,  or  signed  one  paper,  except 
the  receipt  for  his  salary  ?  Of  another 
of  the  lay  lords  he  could  venture  to  affirm 
nearly  the  same  thing.  For  his  part,  he 
begged  never  to  hear  of  any  such  lords. 
In  fotuktv  times  the  commissioners,  who 
were  not  naval  men,  were  at  least  men  of 
business.  But  now  what  was  the  board 
composed  of?  Some  of  the  members 
were  men  who  never  knew  any  thing  of 
business— young  gentlemen  who  were 
seen  riding  in  Hyde  Park  from  morning 
to  night.  When  lord  Howick  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty,  he  was  never  out 
of  it  from  mornmg  to  night ;  and  his 
gallant  friend  opposite  was  also  most  assi- 
duous in  his  attendance.  But  what  was 
done  by  the  lay  commissioners?  Did 
they  not  throw  ail  the  fatigue  on  the  three 
naval  lords  ? 

Sir  G.  Cockbum  had  to  thank  the 
gallant  admiral  for  his  favourable  opi- 
nion; but  in  answer  to  what  had  fallen 
from  him  respecting  a  noble  lord,  late 
one  of  the  commissioners,  he  could  assure 
him  that  that  noble  lord  took  his  turn  at 
the  Admiralty,  and  indeed  was  there  very 
constantly. 

Sir  M.  W.  Bidky  said,  that  he  would 
i)0t  have  hazarded  the  assertion  respecting 
llie  chaplains  of  the  navy,  had  not  the 


infomsation  which  he  received  on  Ae 
subject  been  confirmed  by  the  most  rea* 
pectable  authority.  He  had  taken  the 
utmost  pains  to  get  at  the  truth. 

Mr.  Calcraft  said,  he  rose  to 'make 
some  answer  to  what  he  dared  to  say 
the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House  thought  a  ver^r  important 
speech.  It  would  not  be  domg  justice  to 
the  gallant  admiral,  if  he  did  not  allow 
that  this  character  applied  to  a  const- 
derable  part  of  it ;  but  he  thought  at  the 
same  time  that  this  speech  of  the  gallant 
admiral  proved  too  much.  That  speech 
went  to  prove  that  the  number  of  com- 
missioners was  too  great  in  time  of  war. 
According  to  the  gi^Iant  admiral,  in  time 
of  war,  the  fleets  were  divided  into  .ten 
or  twelve  squadrons,  and  all  that  the 
Admiralty  board  had  to  do  then,  was 
to  correspond  with  the  commanding 
officer  of  each  squadron.  But  now,  in 
time  of  peace,  the  commissioners  had  to 
correspond  with  eight  or  ten  thousand 
officers  scattered  over  all  parts  of  the 
globe;  and  to  examine  into  a  great 
variety  of  plans ;  and  all  this  could  not 
possibly  be  got  through  without  the  as* 
sistance  of  the  two  junior  lords.  Hia 
speech  reminded  him  verv  much  of  that 
which  was  made  by  an  hon*  gentleman 
(Mr.  Croker)  a  year  or  two  ago,  when  it 
was  proposed  to  abolish  the  office  of  pav- 
master  of  widows'  pensions.  Then  the 
House,  for  the  first  time,  heard  of  the 

Seat  importance  of  the  office^  and  of  the 
Morions  duties  which  the  person  who 
filled  it  had  to  discharge ;  the  necessity 
of  keeping  up  a  correspondence  with 
sixteen  hundred  widows.  Surely  the  gal- 
lant admiral  would  hardly  seriously  con- 
tend that  there  was  as  much  business  for 
the  board,  now  that  such  a  diminution 
had  taken  place  in  the  number  of  ships, 
commanders,  and  men  employed,  as  there 
was  in  time  of  war.  The  true  defence 
against  this  motion,  was  that  which  was 
stated  when  the  subject  was  last  before 
the  House,  namely,  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  the  offices  now  pro- 
posed to  be  reduced,  as  a  school  of  edu- 
cation for  young  persons  who  meant  to 
dedicate  themselves  to  politics,  who  coeU 
not  be  trained  to  business  without  these 
means.  This  was  the  true  defence,  and 
not  that  which  the  gallant  admiral  had 
set  up;  for  it  was  impossible  that  the 
business  of  the  Admiralty  could  bear  any 
proportion  now,  to  what  it  was  during 
war.    The  vay  lie  was  inclined  to  deal 
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with  the  propoiitioD  wm  tin's.  He  .would 
say  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  was  al« 
ready  too  great,  and  whenever  they  could 
dimipish  that  influence  by  dioainishing 
the  number  of  offices  which  did  not  aid 
the  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try, it  was  their  duty  to  do  so.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  diminish,  when- 
ever ihey  could,  the  number  of  useless 
officflSi  and  to  restrict  that  influence 
which  was  too  great,  and  which  was 
Of  erbalancing  the  popular  branch  of  this 
countnr*  Would  hon.  genUemen  say, 
that  with  all  the  patronage  possessed  by 
the  Crown,  there  was  any  dauffer  in 
reducing  these  two  offices,  of  reaucing 
the  influence  of  the  C^rown  too  low  r 
That  the  crown  should  ha? e  due  weight 
and  influence,  he  was  ready  to  allow ; 
but  having  already  more  tnan  its  due 
share  of  mfluence,  he  should  not  be 
doing  his  duty,  if  he  did  not  vote  for  the 
reductioa  of  these  two  offices.  With  the 
places  at  present  in  its  gift,  there  was  no 
danger  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
could  be  reduced  too  low ;  while  it  was 
grating  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  to 
see  their  opinions  neglected  and  their 
interests  overlooked  by  the  persevering 
encouragement  of  unnecessary  expendi- 
ture. And  he  would  say  further,  that 
parliament  and  government,  by  holding 
out  retrenchment  to  the  country,  and 
abstaining  from  it  in  a  case  of  this  sort, 
would  only  show,  in  the  most  decided 
manner,  the  insincerity  of  their  profes- 
sions. Jt  was  true,  that  the  saving  to  be 
gained  by  this  reduction  was  but  insig- 
nificant m  amount;  but  it  was  not  the 
amount,  but  the  principle  that  he  was 
bound  to  contend  for  ;  and  if  the 
House  were  not  determined  to  overlook 
all  opportunities  of  retrenchment,  and 
merely  wished  to  talk  of  it,  they  must 
aupport  the  proposition  of  his  hon.  friend. 
Ministers  were  always  ready  to  agree  in 
general  terms.as  to  the  necessity  of  eco- 
nomy ;  but  then  on  all  occasions  when  a 
pro[K>sition  came  forward,  *'  it  was  not  a 
fit  time  to  deal  with  it,"  and  so  it  was 
with  respect  to  the  proposition  of  his  hon. 
friend.  What  had  the  government  done 
in  the  way  of  retrenchment  in  the  navy? 
His  hon.  friend  had  thought  they  had 
gone  too  far  in  their  reductions.  But  what 
was  the  nature  of  their  reductions  ?  They 
had  reduced  the  valuable,  the  useful,  and 
the  effective  parts  of  the  establish- 
ment ;  but  whenever  it  waa  proposed  to 
make  any  reductiona  tiiat  ooight  have  the 


efl^t  of  diminishing  their  own  power, 
weight,  and  influence  in  that  House,  there 
they  stopt — they  would  never  go  farther. 
Nothing  was  an  object  with  them,  but 
the  preservation  of  their  interest  in  that 
House.  He  had  no  doubt  that  much 
business  was  dispatched  by  the  gallant 
admiral,  who  had  stated  that  he  had 
hardly  time  to  take  half  an  hour's  walk  in 
the  course  of  the  day.  He  had  not  the 
good  fortune  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
colleagues  of  the  gallant  admiral,  but  he 
had  had  the  cood  fortune  to  meet  some 
of  the  lay  lords  occasionally  in  his  walks ; 
and  he  thought  he  might  venture  to  say 
from  what  he  had  seen  of  them,  that  tliere 
was  no  appearance  their  health  was  likely 
to  be  injured  from  want  of  either  walk- 
ing or  riding.  This  he  thought  he  misht 
say  without  any  reflection  on  the  noble 
marquis,  who  had  lately  retired  from 
office.  But  they  were  told  that  the 
noble  marquis  in  that  school  of  states- 
men to  which  he  belonged,  had  at  length 
become  extremely  useful— that  he  had 
signed  a  great  many  papers,  besides  the 
receipts  for  his  salary :  and  yet,  after  he 
had  oecome  so  useful,  he  was  removed 
for  anodier.  This  was  hardly,  dealing 
fidirly  with  the  noble  marquis.  After 
having  been  properly  educated— after 
qualifying  himself  to  sign  papers— he 
was  turned  adrift  to  make  way  for  an  hon. 
baronet,  whom,  without  any  disparage- 
ment, he  might  pronounce  his  inferior, 
as  he  had  not  yet  received  the  benefit  of 
an  Admhralty  education.  They  took  a 
young  man  into  the  board,  and  after 
fitting  him  for  the  dischar^  of  the  ar- 
duous duties  belonging  to  it,  they  dis- 
missed him,  and  took  another  in  his  place. 
Really  this  was  most  shameless  conduct 
towards  the  noble  marquis— there  was  no 
sort  of  apolo^  for  it.  But  the  grounds 
on  which  mmisters  went  were  obvious 
enough.  They  wanted  the  support  which 
offices  of  this  description  could  give  them 
in  parliament,  and  this  was  the  reason 
why  they  kept  them  up.— This  was  the 
sort  of  argument  whidi  prevailed  with 
them,  and  the  House  would  know  what 
was  due  to  it.  For  to  talk  of  the  in- 
creased business  of  the  Admiralty  was 
really  too  much.— Surely,  if  there  were 
only  six  lords  when  we  had  1,200  ships 
and  140,000  seamen,  and  when  the 
whole  world  was  against  us,  a  smaller 
number  of  Idrds  must  be  sufficient  whan 
we  had  only  127  vessels,  and  were  at 
peace  with  all  the  world.    The  gallant' 
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afdmiral  had  anticipated  a  large  majority 
cm  the  present  question ;  but  he  trusted 
he  would  find  that  the  majority  would 
not  be  greater  than  what  ministers  had 
obtained  on  many  important  occasions  in 
the  course  of  the  present  session ;  and 
till  he  saw  it  by  the  vote,  he  could  not 
'bring  himself  to  believe  that  the  House 
would  give  a  demonstration  to  the  coun- 
try that  they  had  nothing  more  than  a 
mouth  economy. 

Mr.  Graham  wished  shortlv  to  state  the 
reasons  why  he  should  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion of  his  hon.  friend.     He  agreed  with 
his  hon.  friend,  who  had  just  sat  down,  as 
to  the  real  grounds  on  which  ministers 
were  determined  to  keep  up  offices  like 
those    now    proposed    to    be     reduced. 
Anxious    as    he  was  to  support  every 
measure  of  practical  economy,  and  con- 
vinced that  there  was  no  other  remedy  by 
which    we  could   recruit  our  exhausted 
resources  or  impart   new  vigour  to  the 
state ;  yet  be  would  still  be  cautious  how 
he  approached  the  ancient  fabric  of  the 
constitution,  or  diminished  thejust  patron- 
age of  the  Crown.    But  it  was  his  firm 
conviction,  that  so  far  from  there  being 
any  danger  of  diminishing  the  just  pa- 
tronage   of  the    Crown,    the    influence 
of  the    Crown  was  already    overgrown. 
He   did  not    wish    to  excite  a  cry  out 
of  the    House,  against  the    House,    or 
agafnst  public  men,  nor  would  he  allow 
'  himself  to   be  guided   in   any  part  of 
his  conduct  by  popular  clamour.     But 
when  he  considered  the  extended  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown,  and  when  he  considered 
the  numerous  army  which  was  placed  at 
the  command  of  that  Crown,  when  he 
considered  the  influence  arising  from  the 
collection  of  so  large  a  revenue,  he  could 
only  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
power  of  the  Crown  was  too  great  and 
ought  to  be  diminished ;  and  he  thought 
therefore  that  every  motion  which   like 
the  present  had  for  its  object  to  reduce 
withm  proper  limits  the  influence  of  the 
government  ought  to  be  adopted.  Though 
the  gallant  admiral  bad  endeavoured  to 
prove  that  the  offices  in  question,  were 
indispensabTy  necessary  to  discharge  the 
business  of  tlie  Admiraltv,  yet  he  must 
say,  that  he,  for  one,  could  not  compre- 
hend why  the  board  should  have  more  to 
do  now,  in  time  of  peace,  than  when  we 
were  at  war  with  the  whole  world.    The 
hon.  baronet  who  brought   forward  the 
present  motion,  had  proved  by  figures  the 
truth  of  many  of  his  positions.    In  time 


of  war,  the  only  btismeMwhioh  the  jimior 
lords  had  to  discharge  was,  the  occasional 
signature  of  their  names  to  papera;  and 
he  really  could  not  see  how  >neir  offices 
could  be   rendered  more   laborioua    by 
peace.  If  they  were  to  draw  any  inference 
as  to  the  amount  of  business  of  thia  des^ 
eription  from  the  manner  in  which  somcf 
of  these  junior  lords  had  been  ensployed, 
it  would  rather  seem  that  the  peace  had 
given  them  a  considerable  relaxation.  He 
could  not  conceive  how  any  honourable 
man,  who  saw  bow  useless  he  must  be  inr 
such  an  office,  could  bring  himself,  from 
mercenary  motives,  to  benefit  himself  at 
the  expense  of  the  public*    In  point  of 
economy,  it  was  true,  little  would   be 
gained  by  the  proposed  deduction ;  but  al 
a  time  when  the  people  of  this  country 
were  overburthened  with  taxes,  there  was 
no  saving,  however  insignificant  in  amount 
which  was  not  of  importance.    But  the 
reason  why  mioisters  wished  to  retain  alt 
such  offices  was  obvious  enough.    By  the 
disposal  of  a  multitude  of  such  offices,  only 
could  a  majority  of  votes  in  that  House 
be  secured  by  an  administration  that  had 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  country  which 
wished    to  see  these  offices  dtminisbed. 
He  wished  an  end  to  be  put  to  this  system 
— ^he  wished  to  see  a  government  which 
trusted  rather  to  public  opinion  as  its 
strength  than  to  the  power  of  giving  away 
such  offices.    He  wished  to  see  an  admi- 
nistration relying  honestly  on  public  opi^ 
nion  for  its  support,  and  not  one  placed 
by  the  Crown  beyond  the  reach  of  public 
opinion  and  defying  it.     Believing,  as  he 
did,  that  all  patronage  which  so  tended  to 
place  an  administration  bevond  the  reach 
of  public  opinion  was  mischievous  ind 
ought  to  be  diminished,  whenever  it  could 
be  done  without  its  beinff  prejudicial  to 
the  public  business  of  the  country,  and 
without  danger  to  the  fair  ascendancy  of 
the  Crown*  he  could  no(  but  give  his  vote 
in  favour  of  the  motion  of  the  hon.  baronet 
which  had  his  full   and  entire  concur* 
rence. 

Mr.  Cumming  said,  that  till  he  heard 
the  speech  of  the  gallant  admiral,  he  was 
in  favour  of  the  motion:  now  he  would 
vote  against  it,  as  he  conceived  from  that 
speech,  that  the  number  of  the  commie* 
sioners  was  not  greatet*  than  the  business 
required. 

Lord  John  RutseU  said,  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  the  hon.  member  who 
had  just  sat  down,  and  who  hild  dedlAred 
that  he  would  vote  against  themotiODi' 
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had  quite  misunderstood  the  real  grounds    tach,  as  it  were,  a  dead  carcass  to  a  living 


on  which  the  present  reduction  was  op« 
posed.      He  must  say,  that  the  srounds 
on  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  declared 
he  should  vote  against  the  present  motion, 
were  not  only  untenable  in  themselves, 
but  were  also  totally  inconsistent  with 
those  which  had  been  already  stated  to  the 
House  by  ministers  themselves.    The  real 
grounds  were  what  had  been  stated  b^ 
them,  and  re-stated  by  his  hon.  friend, 
namely,  that  it  was  necessary  to   have 
certain  offices  of  the  description  of  those 
now  proposed  to  be  reduced,  for  the  edu- 
cation of  young  men  who  devoted  them- 
selves to  politics.    It  was  with  no  little  as- 
tonishment, therefore,  that  he  heard  the 
gallant    admiral  opposite   urge  the    in- 
creased business  of  the  Admiralty  as  the 
ground  for  retaining  these  offices.    The 
gallant  admiral  had  stated  that  applications 
were  now  made  to  the  board  of  Admiralty 
from  officers  in  all  parts  of  the  world— that 
they  had  submitted  to  them  not  only  plans 
respecting  improvements  in  the  structure 
ana  management  of  ships,  but  communi- 
cations even  respecting  the  science  of 
astronomy.     If  so  much  knowledge  was 
necessary  for  the  office  of  lay  commis- 
sioner of  the  board  of  Admiralty,  he 
would  put  it  to  the  gallant  admiral,  whe- 
ther the  noble  lord  who  lately  went  out  of 
office,  and  another  hon.  gentleman  who 
now  filled  the  office,  among  their  other 
qualifications,  were  able  to  settle  these 
difficult  and  disputed  points  in  ship-build- 
ing and  astronomy  I    But  the  gallant  ad- 
miral did  not  stop  here — these  lay  lords 
must  in  giving  orders  for  the  protection 
of  British  commerce,  take  special  care 
that  these  orderfe  be  not  inconsistent  with 
the  rights  of  nations — that  is,  they  must 
not  only  possess  all  the  sciences,  but  in 
addition  be  learned  in  the  civil    law— 
must  have  their  Grotius  and  Puffendorff 
by  heart.     There    was    another    reason 
urged  by  the  gallant  admiral,  which  might 
bean  excellent  sea  reason  perhaps ;  though 
perfectly  incomprehensible  to  him.      Ac- 
cording to  the  gallant  admiral,  they  could 
not  send  two  professional  men  any  where 
without  their  disagreeing.    This  was  cer- 
tainly singular,  that  a  knowledge  of  any 
subject  was  sure  to  produce  a  dinerenoe  of 
«>pinion  among  those  who  possessed  that 
knowledge— but  the  remedy  of  the  gal- 
lant admiral  was  still  more  singular.    It 
was,  to  send  to  the  out»poru  along  with 
the  professional  lords  another  lord,  who 
was  quite  ignorant  of  the  subject«.-to  au 


body*-to  yoke  knowledge  and  ignorance 
together.  It  had  been  aakl  by  Mr.  Fox, 
that  a  certain  person  never  spoke  so  well 
on  a  subject  as  when  he  knew  nothing 
about  it.  In  like  manner  the  gallant  ad« 
miral  seemed  to  think  that  to  be  ignorant 
of  a  subject  was  the  best  qualification  for 
forming  a  proper  judgment  respecting  it. 
These  were  singular  arguments,  and  the 
grounds  of  the  gallant  admiral  were,  he 
must  sav,  as  new  as  they  were  extraordi*- 
nar^.  He  wished  to  make  another  obser- 
vation. He  was  sorry  to  see  from  the 
resistance  to  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend 
that  although  on  other  subjects  there  ap- 
peared a  disposfition  to  concede,  ministers 
remained  wholly  unchanged  with  respect 
to  their  opposition  to  retrenchment.  Last 
session,  when  an  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of 
the  Bank  was  proposed,  they  resisted  it  as 
Quite  unnecessary— when  an  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  our  criminal  law  was  proposed, 
they  declared  that  it  would  disturb  the 
whole,  of  the  relations  of  the  country ;  and 
yet  they  werenow  ready  to  inquire  into  the 
affiiirs  of  the  Bank— they  were  now  ready 
to  inquire  into  the  criminal  law.  But  this  fa- 
vourable versatility  was  carried  no  further. 
They  resisted  with  all  their  might  a  popo- 
sition  whichj  went  to  diminish  their  own 
immediate  patronage.  What  was  this  but 
saying  that  they  were  ready  to  inquire  into 
the  affiurs  of  the  Bank,  though  they  said 
such  inquiry  was  unnecessary-.-that  they 
were  ready  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
criminal  law,  though  three  or  four  years 
a^o  they  resisted  every  proposal  of  the 
kind,  as  dangerous  in  the  higtiest  degree ; 
but  that  they  would  not  £minish  their 
patronage  by  the  reduction  of  one  useless 
office,  because  an  administration  which 
did  not  rest  on  public  opinion,  could  not 
go  on  without  such  offices — that  they 
were  ready  to  consent  to  measures  dan- 
gerous to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, but  that  they  would  consent  to  no- 
things however  useful,  however  necessary 
to  the  country,  which  in  the  least  endan- 
gered their  own  places,  and  that  their, 
sole  dependence  was  upon  that  patronaffe« 
the  destruction  of  which  was  demanded 
b^  so  many  important  national  considera* 
tions. 

Mr.  Long  Wellesleymdiy  that  there  were 
certain  great  political  principles  which 
ought  to  regulate  the  opinions  or  every  pub* 
lie  man.  His  hon.  friend  opposite  liad  ap- 
pealed to  one  of  those  principles  in  saying 
that  he  woidd  vote  for  the  pre^^nt  no- 
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tioiiy  because  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
was  increasing.  He  differed  from  his  hon. 
friend  on  this  point.  He  was  as  fully 
impressed  as  any  man  with  the  neces- 
sity  of  economy ;  but  he  thought  that 
there  were  offices,  among  which  this  was 
one,  that  gave  influence  and  power,  which 
were  necessary  in  conducting  the  govern- 
ment.  into  whatever  hands  it  fell ;  whe- 
ther into  the  hands  of  his  hon.  friends 
about  him.  or  into  those  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side.  In  maintaining 
such  places,  he  did  not  think  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Crown  •  was  dangerously 
high,  and  he  would  by  no  means  consent 
to  diminish  it«  He  meant  no  disrespect, 
but  if  he  were  asked  to  say  what  he 
thought  of  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition  on  this  occasion,  he 
would  declare,  that,  looking  at  the  ques- 
tion fiurly  and  dispassionately .  he  could  only 
come  to  this  conclusion,  that  they  really 
were  sacrificing  their  public  duty  ai  the 
shrine  of  popularity. 

The  House  divided:  Ayes.  164*  Noes, 
245.    I^ajority  against  the  motion^  81. 
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List  of  the 

Archdall,  M. 
Allan.  J.  H. 
Althorp,  lord 
Anson,'  hon.  G. 
Auhrey,  sir  J. 
AstcU,  Wm. 
Baring,  sir  T. 
Bamett,  James 
Becber  W.  W. 
Bennety  hon.  II.  G. 
Benyon,  Bern. 
Bemal,  Ralph  ^ 
Bernard,  lord, 
Birch,  Jos. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Browne,  D. 
Brougham,  Henry 
Burroughs,  sir  W. 
Byng,  G. 
Buxton,  T.  F. 
Burton,  R.  C. 
Bankes,  H. 
BasUrd,  £.  P. 
Burrell,  sir  C. 
Calvert,  C. 
Calvert,  N. 
Carew,  R.  S. 
Cavendish  H. 
Clifibrd,  capt. 
Clif\on,  lord 
Coffin,  sir  I. 
Colburne,  N.  R. 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Coke,T.  W.jun. 
Concannon,  Lucius 
Curwen,  J.  C. 


Minority. 

Cromptoo,  Sam. 
Churchill,  lord  C.  S. 
Crespigny,  sir  W.  De 
Caltnorpe,  hon.  F. 
Carhampton,  earl  of 
Denison,  W. 
Dickinson,  W. 
Douglas,  hon.  F.  S, 
Duncannon,  lord 
Dundas,  C 
Deerburst,  lord 
Davenport,  Davies 
Ellice,  Edward 
Euston,  earl  of 
Fazakerley,N. 
Fergusson,  sir  R.  C. 
Fitzgerald,  lord  W. 
Fleming,  D. 
Foley,  T. 
Folkestone,  lord. 
Frankland,  R. 
Forbes,  C. 
Graham,  J.  R.  G. 
GratUn,  H. 
Grenfell,  Pascoe 
Griffiths,  J.  W. 
Guise,  sir  W. 
Gurney,  R.  U. 
Gaskell,  Benj. 
Harcourt,  John 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Harvey,  D.  W. 
Hill,  lord  A. 
Honevwood,  W.  P. 
Hornby,  £. 
Howard,  k»rd  U.  M. 


Howortb,  H. 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
Hume,  Joseph 
Hurst,  Robert 
HutchlDSon,  hon.  C. 
Holdswortb,  T. 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
Lamb,  hon.  W. 
Lamb,  hon.  G. 
Langlon,  W.  G. 
Latoucbe,  John 
Lemon,  sir  W. 
Longman.  G. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Lyttleton.  hon.  W. 
Lubbock,  sir  John 
Lowndes,  W.  S. 
Leake,  W. 
Maule,  hon«  W. 
Macleod,  Rodk. 
Macdonald,  James 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Martin,  J. 
Miibank,Mark 
Merest,  J.  W.  D. 
Mills,  Geo. 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Moore,  Peter 
Morpeth,  lord 
Neville,  hon.  R. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Newman,  R.  W. 
North,  Dudley 
Nueent,  lord 
0*C^laghan,  James 
Ord,W. 

Osborne,  lord  F. 
Palmer,  cul. 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Pares,  Thomas 
Parnell,  W. 
Pierse,  H. 
Philips,  George 
Philips,  G.  R. 
Piiillipps,  C.  March. 
Piggott,  sir  A. 
Power,  Richard 
Powlett,  hon.  W. 
Proby,  hon.  capt. 


Price.  Robert 
Pryse,  Pryse 
Ricardo,  D. 
Rancliffe,  lord 
RobarU,W.T. 
Robarts,  A. 
Rowley,  sir  W. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
Russell,  lord  O.  W. 
Russell,  lord  John 
Russell.  R.  G. 
Rumbold,  C.  £. 
Rickford,  W. 
Sefton,  earl  of 
Stuart,  lord  James 
Stanley,  lord 
Smyth,  J.  H. 
SyroondSyT.  P. 
Sebright,  sir  Joku 
Sinclair,  G. 
Smith,  Sam. 
Smith,  hon.  H. 
Smith,  William 
Tavistock,  marq. 
Taylor,  C.  V. 
Taylor,  M.  A% 
Thorp,  alderman 
Tiemev.  right  hon.  G. 
Walpole,  hon.  G. 
Wuthman.  alderman 
Webb,  Ed. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Whitbread,  Wm. 
Wilkins,  W. 
Williams,  W. 
Williams,  Owen. 
Wilson,  str  R. 
Wood,  alderman 
White,  Luke 
Wright,  J.  A. 
Wilbcrforce,  W. 
Webster,  sir  G. 
Tellers. 
Calcraft,  John 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 

PAiaED  Off. 

Shellv,  sir  J. 
Maituind.  Mr. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday^  March  19- 

ExciSB  Proskcutioms.— Petition  op 
William  Weavbr.]  Mr.  Alderman 
Waiikman  presented  a  petition  from  Wil* 
Ham  Weaver,  complainmg  of  his  imprison- 
ment  under  a  prosecution  by  the  commia- 
sionera  of  excise.  The  worthy  alderman 
expressed  his  sorrow  that  the  attorney* 
general  had  not  acceded  to  the  motion 
which  had  been  made  for  an  inquiry  into 
Exchequer  processes;  and  gave  notice 
that  he  should  himself  bring  forward  some 
motion  upon  the  expenses  incurred  in  the 
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conducting  of  such  processes.— The  peti- 
tion was  then  read,  setting  forth, 

<*  That  the  petitioner  is  a  prisoner  con* 
fined  in  the  aebtors*  prison  for  London 
and  Middlesex,  and  has  been  since  the 
2nd  of  December  last,  under  prosecution 
of  the  commissioners  of  excise  for  alleged 
penalties  to  the  amount  of  44,460/.  upon 
information  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
selling  three  chests  of  Spanish  juice  at  the 
value  of  about  S6^,  to  a  brewer,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  his  majesty's  excise ;  that 
the  petitioner  most  humbly  begs  leave,  in 
support  of  his  claim  to  the  attention  of  the 
House,  to  state,  that  he  has  never,  to  his 
knowledge,  committed  any  breach  of  his 
majesty's  excise  laws,  according  to  the 
just  and  equitable  construction  by  which 
those  laws  were  intended  and  are  profess* 
ed  to  be  administered,  but  that  he  has 
been  most  cruellv,  and  (he  humbly  sub* 
mits  it  to  the  House)  most  unlawfully 
prosecuted*  without  any  consideration  of 
the  total  ruin  and  destruction  of  his  busi- 
nen  and  family,  in  consequence,  and  upon 
the  oath  and  information  of  a  common  in- 
former, to  whom  the  petitioner  has  pub- 
licly, in  the  regular  course  of  his  trade, 
add  an  unexciseable  article ;  that  the  pe- 
titioner humbly  states  to  the  House,  tiiat 
he  has  carried  on  the  business  of  a  grocer 
in  Charles-street  and  Cable-street,  Saint 
George's,  for  upwards  often  years  past, 
and  dealt  in  the  article  of  Spanish  juice ; 
that  in  the  year  1815  the  petitioner  sold 
to  messieurs  Stewart  and  Ward,  of  Old 
Gravel  lane,  bottled  porter  dealers  (one 
of  whom  is  the  informer  in  this  case),  four 
chests  of  Spanbh  juice,  of  the  value  of 
40/.,  which  were  at  that  time  seized  by 
the  officers  of  excise  in  their  possession, 
under  some  pretence  of  which  the  peti- 
tioner is  uninformed,  but,  on  .application, 
and  the  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of 
excise,  were  afterwards  restored,  and  con- 
sequently the  petitioner  did  not  consider 
himself,  as  a  tradesman,  required  to  doubt 
the  propriety  or  legality  of  his  selling  that 
article  to  the  said  persons ;  that  the  peti- 
tioner, in  the  month  of  February,  1816, 
sold  to  the  said  Ward  three  other  chests 
of  Spanish  juice,  at  the  regular  credit  in 
the  trade,  two  months,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  the  petitioner  became  preuing 
lor  payment  thereof,  and  was  then  inform- 
ed by  the  said  Ward,  that  a  Mr.  Gray,  of 
West  Ham,  owed  him  a  considerable  sum 
of  money,  and  if  the  petitioner  would  ac- 
company him  to  the  counting-house  of 
Mr.  Gray,  he  would  then  pay  him  his  de* 


mand,  to  which  the  petitioner  consented; 
that,  in  the  space  of  about  twelve  months 
afterwards,  the  petitioner  was  served  wlUi 
Exchequer  process,  at  the  prosecution  of 
the  excise,  grounded  upon  the  oath  and 
information  of  the  before-named  Ward 

(I who  proved  to  be  a  common  informer), 
or  penalties  to  the  amount  of  44,450^.,  or 
thereabouts ;  but,  upon  investigation  and 
trial,  the  onljjr  circumstance  in  proof 
against  the  petitioner  was,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived payment  for  the  aforesaid  three 
chests  of  Spanish  juice  of  Ward  in  the 
counting-house  of  Mr.  Gray,  who  is  a 
brewer  at  West  Ham ;  whereupon,  before 
the  case  went  to  the  jury,  the  petitioner 
was  induced,  by  the  urgent  advice  of  his 
friends,  to  agree  to  a  compromise  of  200/. ; 
and,  in  consequence  of  his  appeal  to  the 
attorney*  general,  stating  his  total  inability 
to  pay  the  said  amount,  he  was  pleased  to 
state  to  the  petitioner  that  the  most  favour- 
able  consideration  of  his  case  would  here- 
after be  observed ;  and  the  petitioner  hum- 
bhr  trusted  that,  under  the  circumstances 
of  his  case,  his  majesty's  government 
would  not  have  proceeded  to  enforce  the 
said  penalty ;  that  the  petitioner  farther 
showeth  to  the  House,  that  bis  property 
and  effects  were  suddenljr,  and  without 
any  farther  previous  notice  or  demand^ 
seised  in  execution,  and  sold  by  auction 
at  the  suit  of  the  Orown  for  this  penaltyr 
which  produced  the  sum  of  811.;  and  thias 
a  part  of  the  property  so  sold,  namely^  the 
fixtures  and  household  furniture,  were 
purchased  by  the  petitioner's  landlord,  wl^oi 
compassionately  lent  the  same  for  the  use 
of  the  petitioner's  family,  who  was  thereby 
enabled,  and  by  the  help  of  other  friends^ 
to  continue  to  carry  on  a  small  trade,  to- 
wards the  support  of  his  numerous  family, 
consisting  of  a  wife  and  seven  drildren ; 
but  in  a  short  time  afterwards,  and  with- 
out any  farther  notice  or  demand  on  the 
petitioner,  the  execution  was  again  levied 
upon  his  premises,  and  the  same  fixtures 
and  furniture  which  had  been  purchased 
by  the  landlord  under  the  former  sale 
(and  remained  his  property),  but  hu- 
manely left  on  the  premises  for  the  peti- 
tioner's use,  togetner  with  such  small 
stock  of  goods  as  his  credit  had  enabled 
him  to  possess,  were  again,  in  despite  of 
petition  and  reosonstraoce,  sold  by  auction 
for  52/.  besides  ISi.  Is.  in  money,  which 
was  taken  out  of  the  petitioner's  cash*box 
by  one  Fitchew,  the  officer  of  excise,  still 
leaving  53^  19f.  unsatisfied,  by  which  the 
petitioner's  wife  and  family  became  desti- 
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tute  of  boufif  or  home,  except,  for  the 
mercy  of  the  surrounding  neighbours,  and 
himself  was  at  the  same  time  inhumanly 
dragged  to  that  prison  at  the  same  suit, 
and  now  remains  charged  in  execution  for 
the  before-mentioned  penalty  of  44',45(M., 
or  thereabouts;  that,  previous  to  the  last 
sale  of  the  property  found  on  the  petition* 
er  s  premises,  an  oSer  was  made  on  hit  be- 
half of  40/.  to  the  board  of  treasury  in  lieu 
thereof,  and  to  prevent  the  farther  disas- 
trous consequences  of  another  sale  under 
such  .diroomstances ;  this  offer  was  refused, 
and  adbmand  made  of  60/.,  which  the  pe* 
titioner  not  being  able  to  comply  with,  the 
sale  immediately  toolc  place ;  that,  in  an« 
swer  to  the  petitioner*^  numerous  applica- 
tions and  entreaties  for  mercy,  and  to  be 
restored  to  his  destitute  family,  he  is  in- 
formed, through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Carr, 
the  solicitor  to  the  excise,  that  the  matter 
is  left  to  the  discretion  of  one  Fitchew, 
who  managed  the  execution,  and  took  from 
the  petitioner  all  the  money  he  possessed, 
and  that  on  tlie  petitioner's  acceding  to 
his  terms  he  may  be  released  from  impri- 
sonment; the  petitioner  therefore   most 
humbly  prays  the  House,  that  he  mav  be 
at  liberty  to  prove  the  statements  of  his 
petition,  in  such  manner  as  the  House 
may  in  its  .wisdom  be  pleased  to  order ; 
and,  with  the  conviction  that  the  House 
will  fully  appreciate  his  unfortunate  situa- 
tion, he  humbly  submits  the  premises  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  to  their  wisdom  may 
seem  meet." 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table ;  after  which,  Mr.  Alderman  Waith- 
man  gave  notice  of  his  motion  for  Tues- 
day next. 

Coal  Duties.]  Several  petitions  re- 
specting the  proposed  alteration  in  the 
Coal  Duties  having  been  presented, 

.  Loiti  FMetione  observed,  that  such  a 
ferment  had  been  excited  throughout  the 
country,  in  consequence  of  an  expected 
alteration  in  the  coal-duties,  that  it  had 
become  the  duty  of  ministers  to  declare 
their  intentions  on  the  subject  openly  and 
specifically,  in  order  to  allay  the  anxiety 
which  had  been  created. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  had  expressed  himself  as  explicitly 
as  he  could  upon  this  subject  on  a  former 
occasion.  He  would,  however,  repeat 
what  he  had  then  said,  in  order  that  no 
future  mistake  might  arise.  He  thought 
that  it  would  be  neither  expedienty  nor 
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wise,  nor  beneficial  in  any  point  of  view 
whatsoever,  to  nsake  any  alteration  in  the 
present  duties. 

RoTAL  Household  Bill.!]  On  the 
motion  of  lord  Castlereagh,  the  order 
for  the  further  consideration  of  the  re* 
port  upon  the  Royal  Household  Bill  was 
read.  The  amendments  were  agreed  to* 
and  on  the  motion  that  the  bill  be  en- 
grossed, 

Lord  Folkestone  rose,  he  said,  not  to 
animadvert  upon  any  of  the  amendments 
which  had  just  been  adopted,  but  to  take 
that  opportunity  of  stating  his  opii»ion 
upon  the  clause  in  the  bill,  which  related 
to  the  grant  of  10,000/.  a  year  to  the 
duke  of  York.    It  was  impossible,  ac- 
cording to  his  impression,  consistently  to 
acoede  to  this  clause  in  the  terms  in  which 
it  stood  at  present ;  for  this  clause  assumed 
that  the  same  sum  was  allowed  to  her  late 
majesty  as  a  remuneration  for  the  expenses 
to  which  she  was  liable,  on  her  appoint- 
ment to  the  care  of  the  king's  person,  and 
that  therefore  the  duke  of  York  was  en- 
titled to  the  same  allowance  upon  under- 
taking the  same  appointment.    This  as- 
sumption the  noble  lord  maintained  to  be 
quite  a  fallacy,  as  must  be  evident  to  any 
one  who  would  take  the  trouble  of  read- 
ing the  last  act  upon  this  subject,  or  who 
recollected  the  debates  on  its  progress 
through  parliament.     For  the  grant  of 
10,000/.  a  year  to  her  majesty,  was  not 
made  in  consequence  of  any  expense  which 
she  incurred   through  her  care  of  the 
king's  person,  but  to  defray  the  expense 
of  travelling,  to  which  she  became  liable, 
and  for  occasionally  keeping  a  court  at 
Buckingham -house,  such  expense  having 
been  liquidated  from  the  funds  of  his  ma- 
jesty previous  to  his  indisposition.      That 
was  the  ground  upon  which  the  grant  was 
made,  as  he  distinctly  recollected,  and 
what  he  had  lately  read  of  the  observa- 
tions of  Mr.  Perceval  on  the  discussion 
of  the  act  to  which  he  had  referred,  was 
confirmatory  of  his  recollection  upon  the 
subject.    Hence  he  concluded  that  the 
annuity  of  10,000/.  was  not  made  to  the 
queen  for  the  care  of  the  king's  person, 
as  had  been  lately  assumed ;  consequently 
to  state  that  this  sum  should  be  grantea 
to  the  duke  of  York,  upon  the  same  ground 
that  it  was  allowed  to  her  majesty,   im- 
plied a  direct  falsehood.    He  was  there- 
fore decidedly  of  opinion  that  such   m 
clause  ought  not  to  be  acceded  to  in  the 
terms  in  which  it  stood  at  present,  fit 
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wduld  indeed  be  unbecoming  the  cha- 
meter  of  the  House  to  adopt  such  a  clause, 
because  it  was  inconsistent  with  tlie  truth. 
Upon  what  ground*  then,  could  this  grant 
be  justified  ?      It  could  not  be  pretended 
that  the  duke  of  York,  through  his  ap- 
pointment of  ctutos  reeist   would  have  to 
incur  more  expense  tiiao  that  of  paying 
for  four  horses  to  travel  once  a  week  to 
Windsor;    and  would  it  be  maintained 
that  the  sum  of  10,000/.  a  year  was  ne- 
cessary for  such  a  purpose?      [Ht?ar! 
hear!]     With  respect  to  the  argument, 
that  a  son  should  receive  10»000^^  a  year 
for  taking  care  of  a  father,  in  the  melan- 
choly situation  of  the  king,  he  could  not 
help  thinking  it  quite  disgraceful  to  those 
who  condescended   to  use  it. — He  had 
now  to  state  that  in  which  probably  but 
few  would  agree  with  him.    He  was  not 
of  opinion  that  the  duke  of  York  was  a 
proper  persons  much  less,  as  had  been 
alleged^  the  most  proper  person  that  could 
be  chosen,  for  the  care  of  the  king's  per- 
lon ;  for,  under  the  unfortunate  circum- 
stances in  which  his  majesty  was  placed, 
the  person  appointed  to  such  an  office 
ought  to  be  constantly  resident  at  Windsor. 
But  he  remembered  that  this  was  on  ar- 
gument used  by  ministers,  on  the  discus- 
sion of  the  last  act  for  committing  the 
care  of  his  majesty's  person  to  the  queen, 
and  that   circumstance  was    universally 
deemed  an  additional  reason  for  her  ma- 
jesty's   appointment.      On    this    ground 
then,  he  contended,   that  the  care  of  his 
majesty's  person  should  rather  be  confided 
to  some  one  who  might  reside  at  Windsor, 
which  the  duke  of  York  could  not  possi- 
bly do,   from  the  nature  of  his  official 
engagements  in  town.     But  there  were 
two  of  the  princesses  continually  resident 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of    Windsor, 
and  for  that  reason  he  should  prefer  the 
appointment  of  their  royal  highnesses  for 
the  care  of  his  majesty's  person.    With 
that  arrangement,  it  might  be  proper  to 
appoint  the  duke  of  York  as  head  of  the 
council;  but  whether  his  royal  highness 
were  appointed  head  of  the  council  or 
aulos  regiSf   it  could  never  be  patiently 
argued  that  he  was  entitled  to  an  allow- 
ance of  lOfiOOL  a  year  to  liquidate  any 
expenses  which  he  might  be  really  called 
upon  to  incur.    At  all  events,  he  felt 
that  the  House  should  not  adopt  a  clause 
which  contained  a  palpable  falsehood,  and 
tipoQ  that  ground  he  should  move  that 
this  clause  be  expunged. 

The  Speaker  stated,  that  the  question 
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to  be  put  was,  "  That  the  said  clause 
stand  part  of  the  bill." 

The  hon.  Mr.  Lyitelton  observed,  that 
the  reception  which  the  remarks  of  his 
noble  friend  had  met  with,  and  the  little 
attention  which  ministers  seemed  disposed 
to  show  them,  held  out  but  a  slendere  n- 
couragement  to  him  to  address  the  House 
upon  this  occasion.    But  still  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  say,  that  if  the  grant  alluded 
to  was  made,  it  would  be  quite  scandalous 
to  vote  that  grant  upon  false  pretences. 
To  the  grant  itself  he  had  strong  objec- 
tions, but  he  urged  those  objections  with 
great  pain,    for  although  the  case  was 
stated  to  relate  merely  to  the  grant  of  a 
certain  allowance  to  a  public  officer,  it 
was  still,  in  many  respects  a  personal 
question,  and  upon  such  a  question,  every 
man  must  feel  it  painful  to  state  an  objec- 
tion, especially  where  a  member  of  the 
royal  family  was  adverted  to.    But  it  was 
among  the  serious  faults  of  the  present 
administration,  to  make  the  members  of 
the  royal  family  the  subject  of  discussion 
in  that  House,  as  well  as  out  of  doors, 
with  respect  to  pecuniary  questions.    The 
conduct  of  those  ministers  during  the  last 
session,  could  not  soon  be  forgotten,  when 
they  pressed  such  propositions  as  served 
to  render  that  House  popular,  by  oppos- 
ing pecuniary  grants  to  several  members 
of  the  royal   family,  and  such   conduct 
could  not  easily  be  forgiven  by  the  real 
friends  of  that  illustrious  family.    But  the 
duke  of  York,  who  was  spared  on  that 
occasion,    nnd    whose    character    stood 
high  in  the  country,  notwithstanding  a 
certain  event,  to  which  he  did  not  mean 
particularly  to  advert,  was  in  the  present 
instance  dragged  forward  by  those  minis- 
ters in  a  most  exceptionable  manner ;  for 
what  could  be  more  exceptionable  than  to 
propose  a  pecuniary  grant  to  his  royal 
highness  upon  false  pretences.    But  no- 
thing was  more  remarkable  than  the  so- 
phistries adduced  in  support  of  this  grant. 
It  was  argued  that  it  was  essential  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  dignity  of  the  duke 
of  York  to  annex  10,000/.  a  year  to  the 
office  which  he  had  undertaken ;  but,  in 
the  view  of  every  unbiassed  man  in  the 
country,  it  would  be  much  more  consis* 
tent  with  the  maintenance  of  the  dignity 
of  his  royal  highness  to  accept  that  office 
without  any  salary  whatever.     But  it  waa 
alleged  that  the  grant  under  considera- 
tion was  necessary  to  defray  the  expense 
incident  to  the  performance  of  an   im- 
portant public  duty.    Where,  however, 

(3  Z) 
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he  would  auk,  was  the  proof  of  that  ne- 
cessity ?  The  fact  was,  that  the  duke  of 
York  would  have  comparatively  no  ex- 
pense to  incur  through  the  office  alluded 
to.  His  royal  highness  was  therefore,  by 
thia  clause,  to  receive  10,000/.  a  year  for 
nothing.  Yet  it  was  serioualy  maintained 
by  some  gentlemen,  that  his  royal  high- 
ness was  justly  entitled  to  this  grant  in 
the  way  of  remuneration.  This,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  real  ground  for  pressing 
that  grant.  It  was  understood  that  the 
duke  of  York  was  greatly  embarrassed  in 
his  circumstances.  He  believed  that  such 
was  really  the  fact ;  and  with  all  the  res- 
pect and  regard  which  he  entertained  for 
his  royal  highness^  he,  in  the  performance 
of  his  public  duty,  felt  himself  bound  to 
declare,  tliat  this  grant  was  really  pro- 
posed with  a  view  to  relieve  those  embar- 
rassments. Nothwithstanding  the  manner 
in  which  the  ostensible  motive  was  urged, 
such,  he  was  persuaded,  was  the  true 
reason  for  this  proposition.  The  embar- 
rassments to  whicn  he  referred  were  not, 
however,  he  believed,  at  all  likely  to  be 
removed  by  the  amount  of  this  grant, 
while  the  expenditure  which  occasioned 
those  embarrassments  was  still  going  on. 
He  would  ask  the  minister,  indeed,  whe- 
ther he  himself  did  not  calculate  upon 
the  probability  of  being  called  upon  to 
apply  to  that  House  for  an  advance  of  th< 
public  money  to  discharge  the  private 
debts  of  the  duke  of  York ;  and,  if  so, 
with  what  grace  could  such  an  application 
be  BMide,  should  this  grant  be  voted  ? 
But  this  grant  was,  it  appeared,  to  be 
made  unconditionally ;  whereas,  if  an  ap- 
plication were  at  once  made  to  the  House 
for  an  advance  to  pay  the  duke  of  York's 

fmvate  debts,  such  a  proposition  was  not 
ikely  to  be  acceded  to  without  some  con- 
ditional arrangement,  calculated  to  pro- 
dace  a  reduction  of  the  expense  which 
called  for  the  application,  and  thus  to 
guard  against  the  necessity  of  Its  repeti- 
tion at  any  future  period.  Here,  however, 
there  was  no  idea  of  any  such  arrange- 
ment, and  that  formed  another  objection 
to  the  proposed  grant.  How  lamentable, 
then,  was  the  counsel  under  which  this 
pecuniary  measure  was  brought  forward, 
referring,  as  it  did,  to  the  heir  presump- 
tive to  the  Crown,  whose  personal  honour 
and  public  character  should  be  peculiarly 
guarded.  He  did  not  mean  to  dwell  upon 
the  various  resources  of  the  duke  of  York, 
but  those  resources  were  notorious  to  the 
country,  and  especially  his  royal  high- 
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ness's  enjoyment  of  tbe  emolonieDta  of  aii 
office  which  heretofore  had  very  rarely 
existed  in  time  of  peace.    There  was  ano* 
ther  point  to  which  he  felt  it  necessary  to 
advert  particularly  as  the  (question  beiora 
the  House  was  connected  with  a  pecuniary 
grant  to  the    heir  presumptive  to   the 
Crown,    According  to  the  doctrine  re- 
cently maintained  in  that  House,  the  privy 
purse  of  his  majesty  was  a  sacred  liino, 
which  ought  not  to  be  touched  by  par- 
liament—which ought  not  to  be  available 
for  any  public  service— which  should,  of 
course,  be  allowed  to  accumulate.    Upon 
whom  then,  he  would  ask,  Vas  the  surploe 
of  that  fund  to  devolve,  but  upon  tbe 
duke  of  York  or   the  Prince  Recent  ?^ 
Was  not  this  a  consideration  whidi  should 
restrain  minbters   from  pressing  such  tf 
charge  upon  the  public  purse  as   that 
under  discussion  ?     But,  to  revert  to  tbe 
sophistries  brought  forward  In  support  of 
this  grant.    Among  others,  the  propriety 
of  consulting  the  feelings  of  the  king  ha4 
been  much  dwelt  upon,  althoogh  it  wae 
obvious  that  his  majesty's  feelings  had  no 
concern  whatever  with  tbe  transaction. 
Yet  upon  this  point  a  right  boo.  gentlemanf 
(Mr.  Peel)  had  thought  proper  to  quote 
the  preamble  of  an  old  act  of  parliament^ 
on  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  des- 
canted with  great  emphasis  and  elaborate 
eloquence.       But,    however,  acceptable 
such  eloquence  might  be  at  court  or  else- 
where, it  could  scarcely  be  supposed  that 
it  would  have  any  weight  in  that  House, 
or  among  impartial  and  dispassionate  men 
anywhere,  ^till,  a  young  hopeful  states-' 
man,  who  thought  proper  to  discard  the 
just  claims  of  four  or  five  millions  of 
Catholics,    perhaps   because  they  wers 
"  mere  Irish,"  conciliating  thereby  the 
favour  of  some  English  noblemen  and  gen* 
tlemen  of  high  extraction,  might  deem  it 
expedient  to  use  such  eloquence.    Butt 
wi:h  that  House  he  trusted  that  no  such 
eloquence  would  ever  have  weight.     It 
was  impossible,  indeed,  that  eloquence  of 
that  character  should  ever  have  any  sach- 
effect,  if  that  House  duly  consulted  the 
sentiments  and  feelings  of  the  country. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  reconsider 
what  had  been  done,  and  regulate  this 
grant  to  the  duke  of  York ;  for  if  it  waa 
to  be  granted  at  all,  it  certainly  ooght  not 
be  granted  in  the  manner  proposed. 

Mr.  Froikeroe  said,  he  had  always  felt- 
great  respect  for  the  personal  character 
of  the  duke  of  York ;  -but  he  had  felt  ae> 
he  had  before  expressed,  that  in  a  disciis* 
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•ion  of  tbil  kind  the  influance  of  bit  name 
and  famiij  had  not  beeo  used  with  the 
utmotc  deiicacT :  it  was  a  fair  ioferance 
that  ministeri  had  impretted  the  mind  of 
bit  rojal  highneaa  with  sentiments  not 
congenial  to  it.  He  regretted  that  so 
fMinfuI  a  sahjeot  had  been  brought  under 
oiscassiony  and  was  convinced  that  h 
would  have  done  moch  greater  honour  to 
nuiniatersy  if  they  had  come  down  to 
the  House  with  a  atatement*  that,  under 
exiatingcircunistancesi  his  royal  highness* 
however  just  his  claim,  could  not  think 
of  addinff  a  new  weight  to  the  burdens  of 
Ibo  peofMe. 

The  question  being  put»  <^  That  the 
said  Clause  atand  part  of  the  Bill/'  the 
House  divided :  AjeSi  156;  Noes  97. 

Liit  qfihe  Minority. 


AUborp,  lord 
An$on,  hon.  Geo. 
Baring,  Alex. 
Barnett,  James 
Benyon,  Beni. 
BemalyEalph 
Birchy  Joseph 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Brougham,  H. 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Bankesy  H. 
Calcraft,  John 
Clifford,  capt. 
CliAon,  lord 
Coffin,  sir  I. 
Colborae,  N.  R. 
Coldough,  C. 
Coke,  T. 
Curwen,  J.  C. 
Crompton,  Saml. 
Crawley,  Saml. 
Carhamptoo,  earl  of 
Davies,T.  H. 
Dickinson,  Wm. 
Dundas,  hen.  L. 
Duodas,  Thos. 
Puncannon,  lord 
EUice,  Edward 
Fane,  John 
Fazakerle;ir,  Nic. 
l^nlajr,  Kirkman 
Flemmg,  John 
Graham,  J.  R.  G. 
Grenfell,  Pascoe 
Griffith,  J.  W. 
Guise,  sir  W. 

Hamilion,  lord  A. 
Harvey,  D.  W. 
Honywood,W.P. 
Hornby,  Ed. ' 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
Hume,  Jos. 
HutcbtnsoB.  hon.  C. 
Houldswerth,  T. 
a^gat^aUeimaa 


Lamb,  hon  .0. 
Lamb,  hon.  W. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Maule,  hon.  W. 
Martin,  J. 
Maxwell,  John 
Milbank,  Mark 
Merest,J.W.O. 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Milton,  lord 
Newport,  sir  J, 
North,  Dudley 
Newman,  W.R. 
Onslow,  A. 
Ord,Wm. 
Parnell,  W. 
Philips,  G.  R. 
Pbillipps,  C.  M. 
Powlelt,  hon.  Wm. 
Price,  R. 
Pryse,  P. 
Protheroe,  Ed. 
Ricardo,  D. 
Ramsden,  J.  C. 
Bancliffe,  lord 
Rickford,  W. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Roberts,  A. 
Roberts,  W.  T, 
Rowley,  sir  W. 
Russell,  lord,  John. 
Smjrth,  J.  H. 
8mith,  hon.  R. 
Smith,  George 
Stanley,  lonf 
SeAon,  earl  of 
Tavistock,  marq. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Taytor,  C.  V. 
Tremayne,  J.  M. 
Thorp,  alderman 
Tlemey,  right  hon.  G. 
Waithman,  alderman 
WUtbrsad.  Wm. 
Webb,£d« 


Wilkins,  W. 
Wood,  alderman 
Wilson,  Thos. 
Wilson,  sir  Robert 
Wynn,  C.  W. 


Wiiberforce,  Wm. 
White,  Luke 

TELLERS. 

Folkeslone,  viscount 
Lyttelton,  hon.  W. 


Mr.  Wytm  suggested,  that  there  was  a 
verbal  inaccuracy  in  the  preamble  which 
ought  to  be  corrected.  The  10,000^.  per 
annum  was  not  granted  for  the  care.of  the 
king's  person,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  so 
expressed. 

Lord  Casilereagh  thought  the  words 
employed  unesoeptionable :  the  same 
terms  could  not  be  applied  to  the  queen 
and  the  duke  of  York;  and  if  they  were 
more  general  in  the  present  instance,  they 
were  on  that  very  account  less  liable  to 
objection. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  tliird 
time  on  Monday. 

Gams  Laws  Amsndmsnt  Bill.] 
On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  bill» 

A  Member,  whose  name  we  could  not 
learn,  contended,  that  the  measure  was 
much  more  likely  to  increase  than  remedy 
the  evils  at  present  existing.  It  would 
encourage  poaching,  the  first  step  to 
crime  and  the  first  entrance  into  bad  com- 
pany. The  scheme  of  making  it  lawfiil 
for  the  tenant  of  the  soil  to  sell  game,  and 
(hereby  drive  the  poacher  out  of  the  mar- 
ket, was  visionary.  The  price  of  game 
would  be  raised,  and  the  inducements  to 
poaching  of  course  would  be  augmented. 
He  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  the  sys- 
tem now  established  was  perfect ;  on  the 
contrary  it  had  many  defects,  but  not  one 
of  them  would  be  remedied  by  the  bill 
upon  the  table. 

SirJoAii  SheUy  hoped,  the  House  in 
this  instance  would  legislate  practically, 
not  theoretically.  The  present  bill  was 
of  the  latter  description,  and  the  practice 
of  legislating  on  theoretical  principles  for 
practical    purposes,    be    totally   disap* 

E roved  o£  From  the  moat  mature  de- 
beration,  be  found  himself  imperatively 
called  upon  to  oppose  the  bill.  AU 
though  all  the  eloquence  might  be  on 
the  other  side,  yet  he  flattered  himself 
that  all  the  argument  would  be  found  on 
his  side.  The  bill  professed  to  detect 
and  prevent  poachers;  in  his  opinion,  it 
would  tend  to  increase,  rather  than  dimi* 
nish  them.  The  poacher  would  find  a 
new  stimulus  to  his  nefarious  pursuits,  by 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  whenever 
he  got  possession  of  gamoi  he  would 
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know  much  easier  how  to  get  rid  of  it. 
To  protect  game  by  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  would  be  found  in  many  instances 
impossible.  As  to  any  facilities  in  con- 
victing offenders,  it  might  be  very  easy  in 
small  covers  to  take  poachers  in  the  act ; 
but  in  large  woodlands,  for  instance,  where 
often  500  acres  and  upwards  in  extent,  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  take  them  : 
the  only  method  to  be  pursued  would  be 
either  to  take  the  game  found  on  the 
poacher's  person  or  in  the  carts  of  the 
country  higglers,  the  persons  who  were 
generally  employed  by  them.  As  to  the 
principle  of  the  reward,  the  offer  was  .5/. 
to  those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to 
lake  a  poacher,  who  was  to  pay  either 
that  penalty,  or  submit  to  three  months 
imprisonment.  Now,  to  his  own  certain 
knowledge,  for  the  last  five  years,  it  had 
been  found  impossible  to  recover  the  5L 
in  most  cases,  so  that  the  extension  of 
that  sum  was  no  great  object.  He  was 
himself  as  fond  of  country  society  and 
country  sports  as  any  one  in  that  House ; 
and  he  should  be  very  sorry  to  find,  on 
any  occasion,  that  he  could  not  entertain 
bis  friends  with  game ;  but  even  a  circum- 
stance of  that  nature  should  not  induce 
him  to  support  the  present  bill.  He  should 
therefore  move,  <<  That  it  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months." 

Sir  John  Stewart  seconded  this  motion, 
and  condemned  the  principle  and  tenden- 
cy of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  observed,  that  though 
no  sportsman,  he  was  as  much  alive  as 
any  man  in  that  House,  to  the  importance 
of  keeping,  by  every  possible  inducement, 
the  country  gentlemen  resident  on  their 
estates.  He  felt  fully  the  value  of  such  a 
custom,  when  he  reflected  on  the  exercise 
of  those  qualities  which  that  class,  the 
pride  and  honour  of  the  kingdom  were 
80  conspicuous  in  cultivating,  and  to 
which  might  mainly  be  attributed  the  pe- 
culiar character  this  country  had  ac- 
quired. When  he  felt  that  result  thus 
strongly,  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  he 
would  yield  his  support  to  any  measure 
which  tended  to  diminish  so  laudable  an 
influence.  But  from  the  best  views  that 
he  was  enabled  to  give  the  projposed  bill, 
combined  with  the  opinions  of  others,  on 
whose  authority  he  could  rely,  he  was 
persuaded  that  its  effect  would  be  to  in- 
crease, not  to  diminish  the  quantity  of 
game ;  while,  on  the  otiier  hand,  it  would 
produce  amongst  the  population  a  grow- 
ing iadt:«pobit(ua  to  commit  violatioos  of 
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the  law.  Even  now,  when  the  exisliog 
game  laws,  so  opposite  to  every  priociple 
of  personal  liberty,  so  contrary  to  all  our 
notions  of  private  right,  so  injurious,  so 
arbitrary  in  their  operation,  that  tlie  sense 
of  the  greater  part  of  mankind  was  in  de- 
termined hostility  to  them;  even  nour, 
when  these  were  in  full  force,  a  aystem  of 
poaching  prevailed  to  a  greater  extent 
than  ever.  But  in  his  mind  an  object  of 
far  more  vital  importance  arose  out  of 
this  subject  than  those  which  concerned  a 
love  of  gain,  namely,  a  Question  of  human 
punishments.  They  haa  good  reason  to 
believe,  that  bj^  poachers,  the  greater 
part  of  the  criminals  who  swelled  tae  ca- 
lenders of  our  country  assizes  were  led 
into  those  shameful  and  dishonest  pra<^ 
tices,  which  ultimately  brought  them  to 
the  gallows.  Such  numbers  came  to  an 
untimely  end  by  poaching  practices,  they 
presented  such  a  mass  of  criminality, 
and  such  a  body  of  crime, .  as  the  House 
ought  not  to  allow  to  continue.  But  aa 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  contended,  that 
yet  greater  facilities  would  be  afforded  to 
poaching,  if  people  were  allowed  to  have 
game  in  their  possession  without  becoming 
liable  to  a  penalty,  he  wished  to  ask  him 
whether  a  clause  to  this  e£fect  might  not 
be  introduced,  without  injuring  the  prio* 
ciple  of  his  bill,  namely,  that  no  person 
should  be  allowed  to  sell  game  who  had 
not  a  licence  for  that  purpose,  such 
licence  to  be  granted  by  the  magistrates  ? 
He  thought  it  would  then  become  that 
person's  interest,  not  to  connect  himself 
in  any  way  with  poachers:  he  would  have 
a  business  to  keep,  and  a  character  to 
preserve.  There  was  now  no  such  person  ; 
no  one  whoee  interest  'was  in  hostility  to 
that  of  theirs;  but  if  this  system  of 
licensing  were  to  be  pursued,  there  would 
be  those  persons  wnose  business  as  it 
were,  it  would  be  to  search  for  those 
who  were  themselves  poachers,  or  who 
sold  the  game  they  procured.  He  pre- 
sumed that  nothing  could  be  imagmed 
more  unlikely  than  that  these  two  descrip- 
tions of  persons  should  enter  into  any  thing 
like  a  combination  to  sell  game.  While 
this  subject  liad  been  pending,  he  had 
make  it  his  business  to  make  very  minute 
inquiries  relative  to  it,  among  the  dealers 
in  game ;  and  the  House  could  have  but 
a  faint  idea  of  the  immense  amount  of 
that  traffic:  when  it  considered  that  it 
was  a  luxury  sought  after  not  merely  by 
the  higher,  but  also  very  generally  by  the 
lower  clabses  of  life^  it  would  readily  iQUi* 
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gin0  that  its  consumption  must  be  im- 
mente.  He  could  assure  them,  that  many 
London  dealers  received  sackis  of  game  to 
the  Value  of  lOO/.  per  week ;  a  quantity 
so  enormous,  that  he  could  not  help  con* 
sideriog  the  consumers  in  some  sort  ac- 
cessory to  the  crime  of  poaching.  Some 
remedy  surely,  ought  to  be  applied  to  this 
growing  efil ;  yet  he  could  not  help  re- 
marking, that  of  all  the  honourable  members 
who  had  spoken  before  him,  and  among 
all  the  arguments  they  had  made  use  of,  not 
one  had  professed,  that  he  himself  believed 
it  possible  to  correct  the  habits  of  society. 
An  lion,  gentleman  on  the  bench  above 
him  had  said,  that  the  country  gentleman 
ought  as  much  to  enjo^  the  advantages 
he  possessed,  as  the  monied  roan,  who  en* 
joyed  his  advantages  at  a  cheaper  rate 
also ;  and  he  had  entered  into  a  compari- 
son of  their  relative  situations.  He 
thought,  however,  that  nothing  could 
have  been  more  unfortunately  put ;  for  in 
point  of  fact,  the  country  gentleman  pos- 
sessed a  luxury  which  the  other  did  not 
enjov.  The  former,  he  was  sure,  would 
think  it  a  great  boon  if  he  could  people 
his  neighbourhood  with  an  honest  pea- 
aantry ;  and  be  most  grateful  for  the  pass- 
ing of  this  bill,  or  of  any  other  measure 
that  would  tend  to  remedy  the  many  evils 
which  constituted  a  sort  of  system  of 
poaching.  He  was  well  aware  that, 
should  they  adopt  the  insertion  he  had  re- 
commended, they  would  be  thought  to 
have  acted  contrary  to  their  own  interests, 
and  greatly  to  their  prejudice :  this  was 
the  very  reason  why  lie  wished  it  should 
be  introduced ;  for  the  present  was  one  of 
those  questions  which  they  might  possibly 
be  considered  to  entertain  with  interested 
views  only.  Thus  much  was  certain— 
that  as  the  present  game  laws  now  stood, 
all  the  purchasers  of  game  were  the  abso- 
lute encouragers  of  vice. 

Lord  Clive  said,  that  the  objects  of  the 
present  bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  two ; 
the  one  to  prevent  poaching,  and  the 
other  to  secure  the  proprietors  of  estates. 
It  was  found,  that  the  present  game  laws, 
atrict  as  they  were,  could  not  preserve 
game.  Now  the  present  bill  would  take 
away  aU  restriction  whatever;  and  he 
never  yet  itniod  that  to  take  away  a  secu- 
rity tended  to  preserve  a  thing.  As  to 
the  recommendaUon  of  grantine  licences, 
he  could  not  see  what  good  they  would 
effect.  Licenses  were  granted  to  various 
persons  to  sell  tea,  tobacco,  or  spirits,  yet 
it  had  not  been  found  that  those  licences 


were  sufiBcient  to  prevent  smugglers  from 
running  their  goods  upon  the  coast,  in  de- 
fiance of  them  :  so  neither  would  licences 
prevent  the  poacher  from  trespassing,  or 
the  fanner  from  selling  game.  Seeing 
nothing  in  the  bill  to  induce  him  to  sup- 
port it,  but  a  great  deal  to  induce  him 
to  be  hostile  to  it,  he  should  certainly 
vote  against  the  second  reading. 
/>^Mr.  Long  fVeUesley  said,  that,  fond  as 
he  was  of  the  sports  of  the  field,  he  could 
not  give  his  assent  to  the  continuance  of 
a  system  of  laws  vicious  and  tvrannical  in 
principle,  and  which,  in  pomt  of  fact,  . 
could  seldom  or  ever  be  put  in  execuiiony^ 
As  a  proof  of  this,  it  had  been  already 
stated,  that  the  sale  of  game  was  carried 
on  to  an  immense  extent,  in  defiance  of 
laws  the  most  unjust  and  most  odious  to 
the  public,  ever  passed.  The  legislature 
had  certainly  enacted  some  statutes  on 
this  head,  contrarv  to  the  general  spirit  of 
our  law,  and  to  all  our  notions  of  liberty 
and  equity.  The  act  which  was  passed 
last  session  had  excited  throughout  the 
country  the  greatest  disgust ;  so  much  so, 
that  no  magistrate  had  ever  put  it  in 
force,  without  the  strongest  feelings  of 
reluctance  and  aversion.  The  recommen*^ 
dadon  of  the  bun.  member  he  could  by  no 
means  assent  to.  It  would  certainly  be 
very  curious  to  find  parliament  legaliaing 
the  sale  of  that  whicli  it  had  been  for  so 
many  years  endeavouring  to  prevent* 

Mr.  Coke  of  Norfolk,  said,  he  had 
always  looked  upon  these  laws  as  most 
odious  ones.  He  was  an  old  member  of 
that  House,  and  he  remembered,  about 
six  and  thirty  years  ago,  that  a  bill  was 
introduced,  which  gave  to  keepers  and 
others  a  right  to  take  up  persons  found 
walking  about  the  grounds  of  their  em- 
ployers ;  which  bill  was  afterwards  with- 
drawn, on  a  prosecution  having  been  com- 
menced, by  virtue  of  its  enactments, 
against  an  individual,  who  took  the  opinion 
of  the  three  most  distinguished  law- 
yers of  their  time  upon  the  subject: 
they  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that 
game  was,  legally,  private  property :  upon 
which  the  act  was  withdrawn.  Those 
lawyers  were  lord  Kenyon,  Mr.  Dunning, 
and  Mr.  Lee.  He  should  hope  that  the 
framers  of  this  bill,  in  bringing  it  in,  had 
not  merely  the  preservation  of  game  in 
view,  but  the  good  of  their  country.  As 
to  the  mere  preservation  of  game,  he 
thought  an  attention  to  farming,  agri- 
culture, or  any  other  useful  amose- 
ment  or  rational  pursuit^  infinitely  more 
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limd^ble.    He  wbb  of  opinion  that  every 
maa  had  an  inherent  right  to  that  whicn 
was  on    his    property;     nor    could    be 
think  that  he  was  sent  to  that  House  to 
legislate  on  one  man's  property  to  the  de- 
tnooent  of  another.    It  appeared  to  hinit 
that  A  man  with  a  single  acre  of  Jand,  bad 
jiut  as  clear  and  natural  a  right  to  that 
which  was  on  it;  as  he  himself  had  to  what 
was  on  his  own.    Why,  then,  should  not 
he  have  aJso  an  fqual  power  to  destroy 
what  was  on  his  possessions,  as  the  wealthy 
owner  of  preserves  had  to  destroy  what 
was  on  his  ?    He  had  h^ard  a  great  deal 
•aid  by  the  gentlemen  who  owned  pre- 
aeryeS}  about  their  interest  and  amusement; 
but  for  himself,  he  was  not  sent  there  to 
cxMMider  iperely  his  own  amusement  iMid 
interest ;  if  so,  he  should  most  likely  have 
ffone  to  the  other  side  of  the  Hovse,  as 
h^  might  have  found  his  interest  possi- 
bly in  sitting  there.     He  had  to  look  to 
other  and  to  more  important  interest9 ;  to 
theprotectioQ  of  those  whomfae  represented, 
from  the  operation  of  laws  which  were 
arbitrary,  cruel  and  tyrannical,  laws  which 
were  not  to  be  endured.    It  was  only  at 
the  close  of  the  last  shooting  season  in 
Norfolk,  that  a  poor  old  woman  in  crossing 
9  gentleman's  nlantation,  was  cruelly  shot 
and  desperately  mangled.    Her  screams 
at  length  brought  the  keeper  up  to  her ; 
^d  aU  the  consolation  be  oiFered  was,  to 
tell  her,  that  she  had  only  got  a  little 
wounded  in  the  leg,  whereas  had  she  gone 
further  up  the  plantation,  she  would  cer- 
Minly  have  been  shot  through  (he  body 
and  killed.    Applicatiop  was  then  made 
to  the   magistrate:    and  who   did   the 
magistrate    prove    to   be?     Why,   the 
owner  of  the  soil !  The  House  would  ask« 
what  relief  he  extended  to  her  ?  He  gave 
ber  an  order  on  the  parish  for  the  weekly 
payment  of  one  shilling !  He  would  again 
ask,  were  such   things  to  be    endured 
in  a  civilized  and  christian  country  ?  Con* 
ceiving  that  the  bill  would  not  only  tend 
to  preserve  the  game,  but  that  it  would 
have  a  more  extensive   and  beneficial 
operation,  he  should  give  it  his  decided 
aupport. 

Mr.  Bankes  adverting  to  the  circum* 
atance  mentioned  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Norfolk,  observed  that  the  iniury  sustain- 
ed by  the  poor  woman  was  the  result  pot 
of  the  game  laws,  but  of  the  wanton,  or  it 
might  be  accideotali  actof  the  gamekeeper. 
What  was  there  in  the  bill  before  the 
House  which  would  mvent  the  recurrence 
^  a  ainiflv  evevi  i    ]9e  centaoded  tliat 


Game  Jmws  Amendment  BiU- 


[1064 


the  provision^  of  the  bill  were  of  a  natur^ 
so  beterogeneQUs,  that  he  had  scarcely 
ever  seen  so  much  contradictory  matter 
amalgamated  into  four  or  five  sheets  of 
paper.    If  it  were  said,  that  the  game 
laws  were  injurious  and  productive  of  vice 
and  misery,  let  them  be  abolished.    He 
did  not  advise  such  a  proceeding;  but 
such  a  proceeding  would  at  least  be  a  con- 
sistent one.    But,  with  the  large  words, 
humanity  and  justice,  and  the  liberty  of 
the  subject,  to  propose  a  bill  which  still 
more  strongly  affirmed  the  principles  by 
which  humanity  and  justice,  and  the  liberty 
of  the  subject  w^re  said  to  be  violated,  was, 
indeed  a  most  singular  proceeding.    The 
most  severe  laws  in  the  statute  book  for 
the  preservation  of  game  were  strictly 
preserved  in  the  bill  before  the  House, 
and  yet  the  preamble  of  the  bill  called 
those  laws  unjust.    Was  this  wise?    Was 
the   accusation   true  i    *<  Unjust,''   that 
meant,  tp  deprive  a  man  of  what  was  bia 
due.    Was  it  the  due  of  every  man  to  be 
allowed  to  kill  partridges  and  other  game? 
That  might  be  called  a  natural  right;  but 
civil  law  in  every  society  had  superseded 
natural  right,  '<  But,"  said  the  supporters 
of  the  bill,  <*  call  the  game  private  pro- 
perty, and  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  all." 
What !   would  the  poacher  be  satisfied  at 
being  punished  more  heavily  than  before, 
because  that  which  he  took  was  called 
by  the    new    name   of  property?    But 
what  did  the  bill  in  theway  of  making  game 
the  property  of  the  person  on  whose  land 
it  was  ?    If  a  poor  man  had  a  right  to  the 
game  on  his  land,  he  had  a  ri^t  to  kill 
that  ganoe*    But  a  poor  man  might  be  no 
sportsman.  He  might  be  blind  and  not  able 
to  shoot ;  or  if  he  shot,  he  might  shoot  so 
unskilfully  that  the  game  would  fly  over 
into  his  rich  neighbour's  estate.    A  little 
experience  of  this  kind  of  failure  would 
induce  him  tp  exchange  his  gunpowder  • 
for  dexterity ;   his  fowling  piece  for  wires 
and   nets.    But  then  would  tlie   House 
believe  that  all  those  odious  parts  of  the 
game  laws,  which  applied  punishment  of 
the  severest  kind  to  the  use  of  snares, 
were  left  untouched  ?    Such  a  bill  did  not 
appear  to  him  to  be  fit  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  hon.  gentleman  repeated  what   he 
stated  on  a  former  evening,  of  the  great 
importance  of  attaching  gentlemen  to  their 
country  residences,  and  of  Uie  danger  of 
doing  any  thing  likdy  to  disgust  them. 
Perfectly  agreeing  in  all  that  had  been 
said  by  his  hon.  friend  bdund  him,  of 
the  doBtmctivf    nature  of    the    prac* 
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lice  of  poachingi  and  of  the  various  crimes  j 
of  which  ir  was  the  fruitful  parent,  he 
tnalntained  that  the  bill  before  the  House 
was  calculated  to  increase .  that  evil,  and 
to  create  a  dozen  poachers,  where  only 
one  now  existed.  Poachers  would  become 
so  numerous,  tha^  they  would  be  extinct 
only  with  the  extinction  of  the  game 
iueif ;  and  then,  although  the  vice  of 
poaching  would  be  got  rid  of,  the  taint 
would  remain  :  the  persons  who  had  been 
employed  in  that  practice  would  be  let 
loose  on  property  in  general,  and  their 
evil  habits  would  burst  forth  into  acts  of  a 
more  atrocious  character  even  than  those 
to  which  they  had  hitherto  been  accus- 
tomed* He  was  inclined  to  think  that 
this  crime  was  rather  diminishing  than  in- 
*  creasing  at  present;  as  was  also,  he  be-* 
iieved,  the  practice  of  selling  game.  In- 
deed, he  did  not  think  they  could  correct 
the  sale  of  game.  As  to  this  bill,  it  made 
■o  sort  of  provision  for  it  whatever;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  it  put  game  and  the 
power  of  buying  and  selling  game,  into 
every  man's  hands. 

Colonel  Wood  observed,  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Corfe  Castle  had  entirely  mis- 
understood the  nature  of  the  accident 
which  was  described  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Norfolk,  as  having  happened  to  a  wo- 
man io  8ome  cover  or  other.  That  woman 
had  not  been  shot  by  a  game-keeper,  but 
by  a  spring -gun.  \Mx,  Coke  observed, 
that  he  had  certainly  stated,  that  the  wo- 
man had  been  shot  by  a  game-keeper.] 
Colonel  Wood  apologized  for  his  error. 
The  bill  before  the  House  would,  how- 
ever, prevent  even  such  accidents ;  for  if 
game  were  made  private  property,  that 
petty  warfare  between  the  nigber  and  the 
lower  orders,  between  the  game-keeper 
and  the  poacher,  would  be  at  an  end,  and 
the  ferocious  practice  of  shooting,  whe- 
ther by  spring^uns  or  otherwise,  would 
be  checked.  Uentlemen  set  no  spring- 
guns  to  protect  their  turnips  or  their 
poultry.  He  denied  that  the  bill  would 
mcrease  the  number  of  poachers,  by  as- 
suring them  of  a  market ;  for  no  man  went 
out  at  present  to  poach,  before  he  was 
assured  of  a  market  for  the  game  he  took ; 
otherwiie  it  would  spoil  before  he  could 
sell  it.  He  believed  that  if  the  bill  passed, 
although  there  would  stiH  be  stealers  of 
game,  as  well  as  there  were  now  stealers 
of  poultry,  yet  that  the  majority  of  those 
who  dealt  in  game  would  be  honest  dealers. 
When  a  measure  was  sometime  ago  in  the 
House  OB  the  subject,  the  poulterers  of 


London,  a  very  respectable  body  of  men^ 
told  him  that  if  thev  could  obtain  game 
for  their  customers  through  a  legal  chan- 
nel,  they  would  never  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  poachers.    And  if  the  pt^esent 
bill  were  to  pass  into  a  law,  why  should 
they  ?  Did  they  now  buy  stolen  chickens  I 
Did  butchers  buy  stolen  sheep?    The 
greater  part  of   the    arguments    against' 
the  bill  were  directed,  not  against  its  prin- 
ciple, but  against  its  provisions,  and  ought 
therefore  to  be  postponed  until  it  was  com- 
mitted.   The  question  now  for  the  House 
to  determine  was,  whether  the  game  laws 
should  be  allowed  to  exist  in  their  present 
state  ?    As  to  all  that  had  been  said  of 
the  danger  to  which  great  game  preserves 
would  be  rendered  liable,  he  begged  td 
know  whence  the  metropolis  of  London" 
was  at  present  supplied  with  game,  if  not 
from  these  preserves  ?    Was  it  not  noto- 
rious that,  night  after  night,  the  mails 
were  laden  with  the  game  of  which  those 
preserves  were  plundered?    There  was 
one   argument  urged  against   the    bill^ 
which,  if  valid,  ought  to  have  great  weight. 
It  was  said,  that  the  bill,  by  aidioe  in 
the  destruction  of  game,  would  tend  to 
induce  gentlemen  not  to  reside  on  their 
estates.    He  thought  it  would  not  have 
the  effect  of  destroying  game.    And  it 
ought  to  be  recollected  how  comparatively 
few  were  the  districts  in  which  game  was 
now  found,  and  yet  how  general  was  the 
residence  of  country  gentlemen.   Besides, 
there  were  other  field  amusements  much 
better  than  shooting.    For  instance,  hunt* 
ing ;  fox  hunting  in  particular.    And  yet 
he  believed  that  the  preservers  of  phea- 
sants were  oAen  the  poisoners  of  roxes. 
One  fox,  too,  amused  hundreds  of  gen- 
Uemen,    while    hundreds    of   pheasants 
amused  only  one  gentleman.    The  old- 
fashioned  practice  of  gentlemen  going  out 
for  a  whole  day  to  shoot  in  the  country, 
was,  he  understood,  becoming  obsolete ; 
and  that  the  existing  usage  was  for  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  got  together  in  a  neigh- 
bouring wood  as  many  pheasants  as  he 
had  barn-door  fowls  (and  nearly  as  ume 
too),  to  turn  into  the  wood  witn  a  dozea 
friends  with  guns,  and  a  dozen  clowns 
with  poles,  and  then  quietly  to  let  fly  at 
the  alarmed  birds,  and  to  fancy  himsetf 
shooting.    In  France,  the  mode  of  hunt** 
ing  was  similar.  The  peasants  surrounded 
a  wood,  and  drove  out  the  game,  which 
the  gentlemen  standing  in  a  row  killed  as 
it  passed.    This  was,  however,  as  dif. 
ferent  from  English  hunting  as  French 
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fentlemen  were  from  English  gentlemen, 
le  should  certainly  give  the  bill  his  cor- 
dial support. 

Mr.  Frankland  Levois  conceiving  the 
system  of  the  game  laws  objectionable  in 
the  highest  degree,  thought  that  when  a 
measure  to  supersede  that  system  was 
brought  before  the  House,  it  was  their 
duty  to  give  it  a  fair  consideration.    The 
bill  was  called  a  bill  for  the  amendment 
of  the  laws  for  the  preservation  of  eame; 
but  it  might  fairly  be  called  a  bill  tor  the 
better  protection  of  game,  and  for  the 
prevention  of  poaching.    It  had  been  said, 
that  the  bill  was  full  of  absurd  contradic-  j 
tions;  that  among  other  things,  it  first  ' 
declared  that  game  was  the  property  of 
certain  persons,  and  then  allowed  those 
persons  to  remain  subject  to  penalties  for 
using  that  property.    Was  it  absurd  to 
say,  that  those  who  had  the  land  should 
have  a  right  to  the  game  on  it  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  others  ?    Was  it  subversive  of 
the  right  of  property  to  say,  that  that 
property  should  be  put  under  regulation  ? 
Were  not  fisheries  put  under  regulation  ?  ^ 
Were  not  the  proprietors  of  fisheries  li- 
mited to  fish  only  in  particular  seasons  ? 
And  was  it  not  well  known,  that  by  means 
of  these  regulations  fish  continued  to  be 
preserved  notwithstanding  the  open  sale 
of  it  in  the  markets  by  those  who  ha[d 
the  property  of  ir?     He  wished  to  see 
game  preserved,  and  better  laws  for  that 
purpose  than  those  which  existed  at  pre- 
sent ;  by  giving  an  interest  in  the  game  to 
those  who  had  the  greatest  power  of  pre- 
serving it     Was  not    this  object  more 
likeljT  to  be  accomplished  than  by  the 
existing  laws  ?     Witii  respect  to  the  com- 
ments of  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the  floor, 
on  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  mover  of 
the  bill  as  to  natural  rights,  they  were 
altogether    founded    in    misconception. 
God  forbid  that  any  person  should  insist 
on  natural  rights  in  a  state  of  society ! 
As  wM  might  it  be  said  that  every  man 
bad  a  natural  right  to  the  land  of  a  coun- 
try, as  that  certain  persons  had  a  natural 
right  to  the  game  on  that  land.    But  did 
it  follow  thiat,  because  you  made  game 
the  property  of  the  person  on  whose  land 
it  was.  you  therefore  said  he  had  a  natural 
right  to  it  ?    Property  of  various  kinds 
was  put  under  restrictions  in  this  country. 
It  was  necessary,  for  instance,  to  have  a 
license  to  deal  in  horses.    Fur  the  sake  of 
the  morals  of  the  people,  pubIic*houses 
were  put  under  restriction.    But  it  was 
contended  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  i 
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licenses  did  not  prevent  smuggling—as 
notwithstanding  the  licensing  of  tea- 
dealers  and  spirit-dealers,  smuggling  still 
went  on.  But  it  was  not  the  licensing  the 
dealing  in  those  articles  wnich  created  the 
smuggling,  but  the  amount  of  duty  on 
them.  They  wished  to  distinguish  be- 
tween an  honest  mode  of  selling  game  and 
a  dishonest  mode.  He  would  say,  con- 
tinue the  severe  laws  against  those  who 
steal  game,  but  not  against  those  who  sell 
the  game  which  they  come  honestly  by« 
It  was  not  right  to  punish  those  things 
which  were  not  crimes  in  nature.  There 
was  no  person  acquainted  with  the  game 
laws  who  would  not  agree,  that  the  pre- 
sent system  of  qualification  was  extremely 
absurd.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  the  bill  as  it  now  stood  was  not  drawn 
up  as  he  thought  it  oueht  to  be  drawn  up. 
He  thought  the  qualification  ought  to  be 
of  the  nature  of  a  license.  What  the 
amount  of  that  qualification  should  be, 
would  be  a  fair  subject  for  after  consider- 
ation. The  selling  of  game  ought  in  like 
manner  to  be  subjected  to  a  license.  Per- 
sons who  had  game  in  their  possession 
ought  to  be  bound  to  show  that  they  came 
honestly  by  it ;  and  it  ought  to  be  made 
penal,  tremendously  penal,  to  sell  game 
dishonestly  come  by. 

Mr.  Ciipps  said,  he  had  heard  objec- 
tions made  to  several  of  the  clauses,  but 
there  were  none  of  them  that  might  not, 
in  his  opinion,  be  got  over,  and,  there- 
fore, he  should  vote  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill.  It  was  due  to  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  introduced  it,  and  to  the 
committee  who  came  to  the  resolution  on 
which  the  bill  was  founded,  to  suffer  it  to 
proceed,  and  to  see,  whether,  in  its  pro- 
gress, they  could  not  remove  the  objec- 
tionable parts.  With  tespect  to  the  ob- 
jections of  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the  floor 
(Mr.  Bankes),  they  did  not  strike  him  in 
the  same  point  of  view  they  did  the  hon. 
gentleman.  He  was  not  sorry  to  see 
those  provisions  retained  to  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  urged  his  strongest  objections. 
One  of  his  observations  was,  however, 
correct.  He  had  stated,  that  the  number 
of  criminals  imprisoned  foroffences  against 
the  game  laws  at  present  were  less  than 
they  used  to  be.  This  he  believed  was 
the  fact ;  but  the  circumstance  was  owing 
to  a  bill  introduced  into  that  House  by  a 
near  relative  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  in 
one  clause  of  that  bill  there  was  a  very 
great  omission.  Every  person,  purchasing 
game,  was,  by  that  clause,  subject  to  a 
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peoaltT  of  5/.  to  be  levied  on  hii  good*  and 
chattels— baty  if  he  had  no  goods  and 
chattels,  no  punishment  followed*  If  this 
was  a  mere  omlssiony  it  ought  to  be  recti- 
fied ;  if  it  was  intentional,  it  certainly  de- 
feated Che  object  which  the  clause  ap<- 
peared  to  have  in  view. 

Mr.  Brand  said,  he  could  not  recollect 
that  a  single  argument  of  any  force  had 
been  adduced  against  the  bill.  The 
market,  it  was  observed,  could  be  as  easily 
supplied  with  stolen  game  as  with  stolen 
turnips.  But  the  market  was  not  supplied 
with  stolen  turnips,  ergo  it  would  not  be 
supplied  with  stolen  game.  It  was  also 
stated,  as  a  proof  that  Uie  present  bill  must 
fail,  that  all  previous  enactments  had  failed 
in  preventing  depredations  on  rabbit-war- 
rens. He  could  have  stated,  ^priori,  to  the 
hon.  member  who  made  the  observatiooi 
that  no  law  could  possibly  prevent  that 
species  of  offence,  when  persons  posses- 
sing property  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
such  warrens  were  absolutely  interested 
in  the  destruction  of  those  animals.  Of 
this  he  was  well  convinced,  that  no 
legislative  enactment,  however  severe, 
could  prevent  the  supply  of  game  to  the 
metropolis.  It  was  therefore,  the  duty 
of  legislative  wisdom  to  devise  some  means 
by  which  a  regular  supply  of  game  might 
be  afforded,  without  encouraging  vice,  or 
immorality.  He  had  followed  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  parliament,  which  declared 
"  that  game  ought  to  be  the  property  of 
the  owner  of  the  soil*''  He  contended 
that  the  exclusion  of  small  proprietors 
was  contrary  to  the  principles  of  equity 
and  of  natural  law.  He  was  much  mis- 
taken by  an  hon.  gentleman  who  fancied 
that  he  had  confounded  the  doctrine  of 
the  law  of  nature,  with  that  of  the  natural 
state  of  man-^and  he  had  argued  to  prove 
the  fallacy  of  such  an  association.  But, 
if  th^  hon.  gentleman  reflected  a  little,  he 
would  not  have  supposed  that  he  could 
be  guilty  of  so  extravagant  a  blunder.  He 
must  be  aware  that  there  were  natural 
laws,  anterior  to  those  of  a  conventional 
description,  and  that  the  validity  of  the 
latter  was  supported  by  their  coincidence 
with  the  former.  From  this  he  contended, 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature 
and  of  equity  to  preclude  a  man  from  the 
use  of  that  which  was  nurtured  on  his 
own  soil— always  considering  game  aa  the 
growth  of  the  aoil.  He  was  astonished, 
when  an  hon.  gentleman  declared  that,  in 
this  bill,  he  had  described  the  former  laws 
as  unjust.    This  was  not  the  fact.    The 
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preamble  merely  .said,  <*  that  those  laws 
were  found  inadequate  to  their  object-^ 
that  tliey  were  impolitic  and  inconvenient 
and,  in  many  cases,  oppressive  and  un« 
just."  He  did  not  say  that  (hey  were 
generally  oppreasive  and  unjust,  but  that . 
they  were,  in  some  instances,  contrary  to 
equity  and  natural  law.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman said,  "  if  individuals  want  game, 
let  them  purchase  land."  But  this  would 
not  do ;  it  would  be  necessary  for  them 
to  purchase  manors.  And,  as  the  system 
now  existed,  an  individual  with  a  manor 
of  100/.  a  year,  and  a  qualification  might 
ahoot  on  the  land  of  any  person  he  pleased. 
Indeed,  he  believed  that  some  persons  had 
acquired  qualifications,  merely  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  poaching.  There  might 
be  many  clauses  in  the  bill  that  required 
amendment.  There  were  numy  interests^ 
a  variety  of  property  which  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him,  in  the  first  instance,  to  pro- 
tect or  include  in  a  measure  of  this  kind. 
But  he  was  convinced  the  more  the  House 
considered  it,  the  more  they  would  set 
the  necessity  of  carrying  it  into  effect. 
The  greatest  practical  mischiefs  flowed 
from  the  present  system— one  of  the  most 
prominent  of  which  was,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  lower  orders  were  opposed  to 
the  higher  classes  on  this  point,  and  the 
morals  of  the  country  were  deteriorated 
to  an  alarming  degree.  In  hia  view  of  the 
aubject,  this  was  the  most  important  revi- 
sion and  amendment  of  the  criminal  law^ 
that  waa  likely  to  be  aubroitted  to  parlia- 
ment during  the  present  aession. 

The  question  being  put,  *<  That  the  bill 
be  now  read  a  second  time,"  the  House 
divided:  Ayes,  110.  NoesSS.  ThebiU 
was  then  read  a  second  time. 

Civil  Contingbvcibs  Dbficibitct— ^ 

PrBSBMTS     to     FoRBION     M1NISTBR8.3 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  receiving  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Supply.  The 
resolution,  <*  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
79,154/.  Ss,  9di,  be  granted  to  his  majes^ 
to  make  good  tlie  deficiency  of  the  grant 
of  parliament  for  the  year  1818,  to  enable 
his  majesty  to  provide  for  such  expenses 
of  a  civil  nature  as  do  not  form  a  part  of 
tlie  ordinary  charges  of  the  Civil  List, 
having  been  read- 
Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  it  was  not  his  in« 
tention  to  enter  upon  the  hacknied  topics 
of  the  public  burthena  and  the  duty  of  that 
House.  He  meant  merely  to  justify  him- 
self for  affirming  that  the  expenses  in 
(4  A) 
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these  papers  were  evident  extravagance. 
They  had  voted  8,500,(XW.  of  the  public 
money  for  the  navy  and  ordnance,  and  yet 
they  were  called  upon  to  vote  79,154^  for 
the  purpoBes  stated  in  these  papers.  The 
House  was  bound  t6  watch  narrowly 
such  accounts  and  items.  By  doing  so 
they  not  only  did  their  duty  to  the  coun- 
try, but  essential  service  to  ministers 
themsdves ;  for  if  the  House  would  not 
aufTer  extravagant  expenses  to  pass,  mi- 
nisters could  retire  to  the  cabinet  secure 
of  the  support  of  the  House  in  their  mea- 
sures of  economy  and  retrenchment.  This 
would  give  them  a  strength  In  the  cabinet 
which  otherwise  they  could  not  possess. 
The  first  item  he  had  to  remark  upon  was 
S,195/.  129.  for  furniture  to  the  Royal 
George  yacht.  This  expense  appeared 
lo  him  most  extravagant.  This  was  not 
for  furnishing  the  Mp  generally,  as  might 
be  supposed,  but  for  the  furniture'  of  one 
room.  The  next  item  he  would  advert  to 
was  8,4fS^«  as  the  expense  of  a  noble  vis- 
countand  a  nobledukeat  Aix-la-ChapeUe. 
He  did  not  conceive  this  expense  to  have 
been  necessary.  Whatever  good  the 
noble  viscount  and  the  noble  duke  had 
done  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  they  could  have 
^one  by  their  remaining  at  home,  and  by 
imy  ordinary  character  being  sent  to  the 
conference.  Not  one  thing  had  been  done 
«t  Aix-la-Chapelle,  which  had  not  been 
aettled  before  the  noble  viscount,  the 
noble  duke,  or  any  of  the  other  great 
personages,  had  gone  thither.  The  other 
Item  on  which  he  had  to  remark  was, 
18,800/.  for  the  Grand  Duke  Nicholas. 
He  saw  no  reason  for  incurring  such  an 
•expense  for  any  royal  or  imperial  visitant. 
If  we  thus  paid  the  expensesof  one  during 
bis  residence  here,  we  could  not  refuse  to 
•pay  the  expenses  of  fiAy,  and  thus  a  serious 
burthen  would  be  imposed  upon  the  coun- 
•try.  In  going  over  the  items,  he  found 
one  of  20,000/.  for  law  charges,  which  he 
;^6uld  not  but  think  extravagant.  The 
item  to  which  he  was  now  desirous  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House,  was  the  sum 
of  22,510/.  1 5s.  Id,  for  snuff-boxes  as  pre- 
sents to  foreign  ministers.  How  could 
ministers,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
country,  justify  themselves  for  incurring 
auch  an  extravagant  charge  for  such  a 
purpose?  They,  no  doubt,  relied  on  pre- 
cedents, but  he  thought  precedents  in 
this  case  of  little  value.  He  had  been  in- 
.  formed,  that  the  absurd  practice  of  giving 
•  anuff-boxes  had  been  carried  so  far,  that 
«*lh«  coachnaan  appointed  to  drive  an  im« 


perial  grand  duke  lately  on  a  visit  to  this 
country,  had  been  presented  with  one. 
Would  the  noble  lord  cloak  himsdf  under 
a  precedent  of  this  kind  ?  In  times  of  pub* 
lie  prosperity  these  itema  were  freouently 
overlooked,  and  perhaps  did  not  oeserve 
so  minute  a  scrutiny ;  but  at  present  the 
distress  under  which  the  nation  laboured 
was  so  great,  that  economy  ought  to  be 
introduced  into  every  part  of  the  public 
expenditure;   and    though    the  strictest 
economy  could  not  produce  an  immediate 
or  any  great  relief,  still  the  House  ought 
to  show  an  endeavour  to  carry  retrench- 
ment as  far  as  possible.    Al\er  some  late 
votes,  the  people  would  be  led  to  distrust 
professions.     After  the  vote  of  last  night 
to  continue  a  board  on  the  war  establish- 
ment, whose  principal  duties  terminated 
with  the  war — ^to  continue  the  same  num* 
ber  of  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  with  a  navy 
of  20,000  men  and  120  ships,  and  during 
profound  peace,  which  was  reckoned  ne- 
cessary, when  we  were  in  hostility  with  all 
the  world,  with  a  navy  of  180,000  men, 
and  more  than  1,200  ships,  the  House 
should  endeavour  to  recover  its  character 
for  economy  by  endeavouring  to  retreoek 
in  some  way  or  other.    It  was  only  lately 
that  a  vote  of  a  few  hundred  pounds  for 
two  equerries  had  been  lost ;  and  yet  if  any 
public  servants  were  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  public  economy,  these  individuals  de- 
served their  salaries.      To  one  of  them, 
sir  Brent  Spencer,  he  was  glad  of  an  op- 
portunity to  pay  his  tribute  of  respect* 
He  had  served  in  thearmy  forty  years ;  he 
bad  been  engaged  in  every  war  during  that 
time,  and  in  every  part  of  the  world  he  had 
faced  dangers  and  shed  his  blood  in  the 
service  of  his  country.    His  gallant  con- 
duct in  Egypt  on  the  glorious    Sth    of 
March  was  known  to  every  one  acquainted 
with  our  military  annals;   and  yet  these 
claims  were  not  sufficient  to  continue  him 
in  the  receipt  of  a  salary  which  he  ob- 
tained as  the  mark  of  his  sovereign's  con- 
fidence, and  the  reward  of  his  fidelity. 
He  would  apply  the  case  of  the  equerries 
to  his  present  argument,  by  stating,  that 
if  the   House  refused    on  a  late    night 
500/.  a  year  to  a  gallant  officer,  they  ought 
to  abolish  20,000/.  of  useless  expenditure. 
The  sum  now  in  the  estimate  for  snuff- 
boxes would  more  than  afford  the  two 
equerries  their  salaries  for  life.     He  was 
satisfied  that,  by  examining  in  the  way 
that  he  had  done  the  papers  submitted  to 
the  House,  the  public  mtercst  might  be 
highly,  benefitted,   and  thousands    saved 
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whieh  were  now  uselessly  squendered. 
Ministers  would  thus  receive  a  check  in 
their  course  of  extravagance,  and  would  be 
raore  cautious  what  esUmates they  brought 
forward  for  parliamentary  sanction.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  <*  That  the  sum  of 
22f5iOL  I5s.  \d.  which  from  papers  on  the 
table  of  the  House  is  stated  to  have  been 
expended  for  Snuff  Boxes,  appears  to  th^'s 
House  to  be  a  most  profuse  and  improvi- 
dent expenditure  of  public  money." 

The  Speaker  suggested,  that  there  was 
a  Resolution  be£re  the  House  that 
79>154^  be  granted  to  make  good  the 
civil  contingencies.  The  lion,  member 
could  propose  an  amendment,  b^  sub- 
tracting the  sum  of  22,510/.  from  it,  and 
by  addmg  the  concluding  words  of  his  re* 
aolution. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
negative  the  grant,  aa  the  money  had  been 
expended;  he  would  therefore  propose  his 
resolution  afler  the  question  before  the 
House  was  disposed  of. 

Lord  Castlereaghf  in  rising  to  give  the 
explanations  required  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man said,  he  could  not  promise  to  speak 
to  every  point,  aa  there  were  several  to- 
tally out  of  his  own  department,  and  which 
he  must  refer  to  his  right  hon.  friend.  He 
perfectly  understood  the  hon.  gentleman 
not  to  have  meant  any  thing  like  a  perso- 
nal charge  by  his  motion,  but  to  have 
brought  It  forward  merely  out  of  a  sense 
of  diUy,  to  enforce  an  economical  applica- 
tion of  the  public  money.  With  respect 
to  the  fitting  out  of  the  royal  yacht,  he 
oouid  say  nothing,  for  he  knew  nothing. 
As  to  tne  expense  incurred  at  Aix-Ia- 
Cbapelle,  the  observations  of  the  hon« 
member  bad  been  rather  of  a  political 
tfian  a  financial  nature.  The  hon.  gentle^ 
man  bad  said,  that  a  king's  messenger 
could  have  transacted  the  business  as  well 
as  himself  and  his  noble  friend.  If  such 
observations  had  been  made  when  the 
treaties  and  protocols  concluded  at  Con- 

gross  were  laid  on  the  table,  they  might 
ave  deserved  an  answer.  If  the  hon. 
gentleman,  however,  required  any  expla- 
nations on  the  head  of  expense,  he  would 
not  refuse  the  most  ample.  By  examm* 
ing  the  account,  he  would  find  that  there 
bad  been  no  improvident  waste  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  that  the  simis  expended 
had  been  less  than  on  former  missions  of 
the  same  nature.  With  regard  to  the 
item  of  charge  for  his  imperial  highness 
the  g^and  duke,  who  lately  visited  this 
country,  all  that  be  would  say  was,  that 


it  was  incurred  out  of  that  courtesy  which 
usually  prevailed  between  governments. 
The  expenses  which  we  had  to  provide 
for  in  tnis  respect  were  not  so  great  as 
some  other  states.  During  the  congress 
of  Vienna,  the  emperor  of  Austria  had  en* 
tertained  all  the  sovereigns,  princes,  and 
ministers,  assembled  in  that  capital  The 
principal  part  of  the  hon.  member's  objec* 
tions  was  directed  against  the  practice  of 
making  presents  to  foreign  ministers.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  not  represented  the 
matter  fairly  in  allowing  it  to  be  supposed 
that  the  22,000/.  of  expenditure  undec 
this  head  had  been  incurred  within  the 
year.  The  truth  was,  that  the  present  ac- 
count comprehended  the  money  expended 
in  this  way  fior  more  than  two  years,  from 
July,  1816*  to  Jan.  1819.  It  was  likewise 
to  be  recollected,  diat  in  that  period  the 
country  had  not  been  in  its  natural  state* 
To  show  that  the  sum  thus  distributed 
over  two  years,  or  about  U,O0tf«  per  an-* 
num,  wasnot  extravaganter  extraordinary; 
he  would  refer  the  hon.  gentleman  to  pa* 
pera  laid  on  the  table  in  1811.  In  them 
he  would  find  an  account  of  the  expense^ 
incurred  for  presents  to  foreign  minister^ 
during  the  seven  preceding  years.  These 
charges  amounted  on  an  averse  t^ 
10,000/.  per  annum.  By  lookin||[  a  little 
farther  back,  he  would  find  that  u  180i 
Mr.  Pitt  had  laid  on  the  table  an  estimate 
of  such  expenses,  which  likewise  amount* 
ed  to  10,000/.  a  year.  He  (lord  C.)  wai| 
well  aware  of  the  general  opinion,  that  any 
thing  in  the  shape  of  a  present  might  be 
advantageously  dispensed  with ;  but  what- 
ever degree  of  obloquy  might  be  tbrowii 
on  him  for  defending  a  custom  in  which 
he  might  be  supposed  to  be  interested, 
he  would  still  contend  against  its  aboli* 
tion.  The  hon.  member  did  not  secn^ 
well  acquainted  with  the  regulations  un« 
der  which  these  presents  were  given,  nor 
with  the  limitations  both  as  to  the  per* 
sons  on  whom  they  were  conferred,  and 
the  number  of  them  that  must,  according 
to  custom»  be  provided.  Their  amount 
was  not  in  the  least  arbitrary,  nor  could 
they  be  coimected  with  any  improper  in* 
fluence.  The  practice  of  bestowing  then^ 
on  the  signature  of  treaties,  was  as  old  as 
the  monarchy,  and  nearly  co-extensive 
with  civilized  states.  He  knew  that  it 
was  a  principle  with  the  United  States 
neither  to  give  or  receive  presents;  but 
the  practice  was  general  among  tlie  mo« 
narcoies  of  Europe*  The  East  India  Com- 
pany, in  their  uaasactioos  with  the  states 
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in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  territory, 
acted  under  a  law  to  receive  no  presents ; 
but  this  meant  presents  of  a  great  amount, 
and  dangerous  to  diplomatic  agents,  by 
the    undue  influence  which  they  might 
produce.   The  presents  mutually  given  in 
£urope  were  of  a  different  description. 
They  were  never  conferred  till  the  treaty 
for  the  signature  of  which  they  were  to 
be  given  had  been  ratified,  and  therefore 
could  not  be  considered  as  a  reward  offer- 
ed to  diplomatic  agents  for  favourable  sti- 
pulations, as  the  treaty  they  had  conclud- 
ed  had  received  the  sanction  of  their  own 
government,  before  any  acknowledgment 
was  made  by  its  ally.      The  hon.  gentle- 
man laboured  under  an  error  in  supposing 
that  these  presents  were  always  returned 
t«  the  secretary  of  state.      They  were 
given  to  the  minister   who  signed  the 
treaty,  whoever  he  was ;  and  not  to  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  unless  when  he  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  a  negotiator,  and  so  af- 
fixed his  signature.    To  speak  of  himself, 
he  could  say,  that  out  of  twenty- two  pre- 
sents given  to  the  agents  of  this  country, 
during  the  last  two  years,  only  five  had 
come  to  him.      The  situation  of  diploma- 
tists was  not  very  enviable  or  gainful,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  curtailed  of  any 
of  its  advantages.      They  were  not  paid 
80  welly  considering  the  expenses  to  which 
they  were  exposed,  as  other  public  ser- 
vants.   He  would  not,  therefore,  consent 
to  withdraw  this  advantage  without  re- 
placing it  by  another,  and  he  could  think 
of  no  other  more  appropriate  or  economi- 
cal.    Some  of  them,  he  was  aware,  dis- 
posed of  these  presents  for  immediate  pro- 
fit; but  the  greater  part  preserved  them  as 
memorials  of  the  transactions  in  which  they 
had  been  engaged.     He  himself  had  kept 
all  the  memorials  of  this  kind  he  had  re- 
ceived in  the  shape  in  which  they  were 
given ;  and  should  transmit  them  to  his 
family  as  property  which  they  would  prize 
higher  than  any  thing  else  he  could  leave 
them.      He  went  on  to  argue,  that  no 
more  eligible  or  lets  extravagant  way  oc- 
curred ot  rewarding  public  servants  very 
moderately  paid.     Besides,  though  some 
saving  might  take  place,  he  did  not  see 
bow  a    change  in  the  present  practice 
could  be  effected  without  the  concurrence 
of  other  states.     It  would  appear  a  piece 
of  absurd  affectation  in  us  to  attempt  it, 
without  such  a  general  concurrence.    He 
should  consider  the  abolition  of  the  prac- 
tice even  prejudicial  to  the  public  service, 
j¥hile  no  call  existed  for  it  m  tlie  extcavar 


gance  of  the  expenses  to  which  it  led,  or 
in  the  danger  of  any  influence  which  it 
might  create. 

Sir  M.  W,  Ridley  said,  that  as  to  the 
practice  of  giving  snuff-boxes  and  such 
presents,  it  was,  he  would  admit,  one  of 
long  standing,  and  might  in  some  respects 
have  been   called  for  by  circumstances ; 
but  he  trusted  it  was  an  expense  which 
the  country  would  not  be  called  upon  to 
pay  in  future.      He  gave  credit  to  the 
noble  lord  for  the  statement  he  had  made ; 
and  he  would  add,  that,  from  circumstance! 
which  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  the 
noble  lord  had  not  done  himself  justice. 
He  conceived  that  the  House   and  the 
country  owed  the  noble  lord  a  ereat  deal 
for  his  conduct  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  where 
the  resolution  that  had  been  proposed  at 
the  meeting  of  ministers  for  interchanging 
presents  for   each  of  the  treaties  which 
had  been  concluded,  had  been  objected  ta 
by  him,  and  only  one  present  interchanged 
in.lieu  of  many.      This  was  conduct  for 
which  he  conceived  the  noble  lord  deserv- 
ed credit,  where  he  had  the  practice  of 
other  times  to  urge  him    to  a   contrary 
mode  of  proceeding.     There  were  in  the 
account  some  other  items/of  which,  though 
the  amount  was  comparatively  small,-  ne 
conceived  the  principle  ought  not  to  be 
agreed  to.      It  was  the  practice  of  going 
to  much  expense  for  the  royal  personaeea 
who  happened  to  visit  this  country.     He 
was  not  averse  from  having  every  neces- 
sary attention  paid    to   those  illustrious 
strangers,  but  lie  conceived  we  were  not 
bound  to  pay  all  their  expenses  whilst 
here ;  or  if  that  principle  was  to  be  con- 
tended for,  be  would  suggest,  that  those 
who  were  appointed  to  attend  them  in  their 
tour  should  be  a  little  more  economical. 
He  saw  that  the  expenses  of  one  of  the 
grand  dukes,  whilst  at  an  hotel  in  Edin- 
burgh, was  charged  100/.  a  day.      He 
could  not  conceive  how  such  an  expense 
was  necessary.     The  next  item  to  which 
he  objected  was,  the  expense  of  the  royal 
yacht :  S,000/.  had  been  expended  in  re- 
pairs and   ornaments  for  that  alone— an 
expense  which,  in  his  opinion,  could  not 
be  incurred  unless  there  had  been  great 
prodigality.     There  was  another  item,  to 
the  principle  of  which  he  could  not  agree ; 
he  meant  the  sum  of  9,000/.  as  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Alien  establishment.      This 
establishment,  and  the  act  which  gave  rise 
to  it,  %vere  a  disgrace  to  the  statute-book, 
a  disgrace  from  which   he   hoped  they 
would  be  redeemed  in  a  short  time. 
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Mr.  Canning  observed,  tliat  the  hon. 
baronet  was  right  in  saying  that  his  noble 
friend  had  objected  to  the  interchange  of 
presents  among  the  ministers,  for  each 
treaty  which  had  been  concluded ;  but  he 
was  not  correct  in  mentioning  that  cir- 
cumstance as  haying  occurred  at  Aix-la- 
Chapelle.  It  was  true  that  at  Aix*la- 
Chapelle,  there  was  only  one  present  in- 
terchanged between  the  several  ministers ; 
bat  the  circumstance  to  which  the  hon. 
'baronet  had  so  candidly  alluded  in  res- 
pect to  his  noble  friend,  occurred  at  the 
congress  of  Vienna,  where  a  resolution 
was  proposed  that    presents  should  be 

};iven  for  each  treaty,  but  this  was  ob- 
ected  to  by  his  noble  friend,  and  on  his 
suggestion  one  present  was  interchanged 
for  all  the  treaties;  whereas,  if,  accord- 
ing to  custom,  they  had  interchanged 
one  for  the  conclusion  of  each  treaty, 
the  number  would  hate  amounted  to  forty- 
five. 

The  original  resolution  was  agreed  to ; 
after  which,  Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  his 
object  would  at  present  be  answered  by 
having  his  resolution  entered  on  the  Jour- 
nals. It  would  go  against  the  precedent 
lieing  established.  He  save  credit  to  the 
noble  viscount  for  what  he  had  heard,  and 
had  no  intention  of  imputing  any  thing 
personally  to  him  and  to  the  practice  which 
nad  prevailed. 
The  motion  was  then  put,  and  negatived. 

Trial  bt  Battle  Abolition  Bill.] 
The  Attorney  General  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  further  consideration  of 
the  report  on  this  bill. 

Sir  F.  Bfirdett  said,  the  bill  was  called 
a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  trial  by  battle, 
but  it  went  also  to  take  away  the  right 
of  appeal,  with  which,  he  conceived, 
it  had  nothing  whatever  to  do,  any  more 
than  with  an  indictment  at  coitomon  or 
statute  law.  In  fact,  the  trial  by  battle 
might  be  considered  as  completely  obso- 
lete. The  principle  was—**  cessante  ra- 
tione  cessat  lex ;  end  he  conceived  that 
here,  as  well  as  in  the  cases  of  trial  by 
ordeal,  by  fire  and  water,  and  by  receiv- 
ing the  sacrament,  and  other  cases  where 
the  judida  Dei  were  resorted  to  in  the 
absence  of  other  means  of  proof,  the  law 
had  completely  ceased,  and  might  be  con- 
sidered as  quite  obsolete.  These  were,  in 
fact  all  done  away ;  and  why  should  not 
the  trial  by  battle  be  considered  as  done 
away  also?  He  was  aware  of  the  objec- 
tion which  would  be  asadc  to  the  appeal, 
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which  he  contended  ought  to  be  allowed 
in  cases  of  murder— that  it  exposed  per- 
sons to  a  second  trial  for  tlie  same  ofience. 
He  was  as  much  an  enemy  to  a  second 
trial  generally  as  any  man ;  but  he  con- 
ceived, that  m  the  case  of  murder,  the 
appeal  ought  to  be  allowed,  because  it 
went  to  check  the  illegal  exercise  of  the 
power  of  the  Crown  in  pardoning  criminals. 
The  trial  by  battle  was  only  resorted  to 
in  cases  where  it  was  supposed  all  other 
mode  of  proof  failed,  ana  then  the  parties 
looked  to  thejudida  Dei^  or  judgment  of 
God.    This  was,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
case  in  the  instance  of  colonel  Ramsay 
and  lord  Rae.    The  court  to  which  the 
matter  was  referredi  at  which  the  earU 
inarshal  presided,  came  to  the  determina** 
tion  of  allowing  the  wager  by  battle,  but 
it  was  only  on  the  supposition  that  no 
other  mode  or  proof  remained.    This  was 
in  itself  an  argument. to  show  that  the 
wager  of  battle  was  only  a  sort  of  vfttrntim 
remeditim.    He  confessed  that,    looking 
to  the  present  attempt  at  abolishing  the 
right  ot  appeal,  and  considering  the  quar- 
ter in  which  it  originated^  he  could  not 
(though  he  meant  nothing  personal  what- 
ever to  the  hon.  and  learned  mover), 
view  it  without  strong  feelings  of  consti- 
tutional jealoui^.    It  was,  be  conceived, 
a  measure  which  went  to  increase  the 
power  of  the  Crown,  inasmuch  as  it  went 
to  deprive  the  subject  of  an  appral  against 
what  might  be  an  illegal  and  unjust  exten- 
sion of  tne  power  of  Uie  Crown  in  pardon- 
ing criminals  in  cases  of  murder.     He  was 
not  objecting  to  the  abolition  of  the  se^- 
cond  trial  in  most  cases,  or  to  the  wager 
of  battle ;  but  he  contended,   that  tois 
ri^ht  of  the  subject  should  net  be  doneaway 
with.    In  support  of  it  he  had  some  of 
the  highest  legal  authorities.     Lord  Holt 
and  Mr.  Dunnine  had  said,  that  it  was 
one  of  the  main  pillars  of  the  constitution ; 
and  the  peers  of  the  revolution,  when 
they  objected  to  the  practice  of  trying 
any  one  of  their  body  by  commissions  ap- 
pointed by    the  king,    soon   afterwards 
passed  a  resolution,  that  this  should  not 
at  all  trench  upon  the  right  of  appeal. 
He  was  also  anxious  that  this  right  should 
be  preserved,  from  the  instances  which 
had  occurred  in  the  present  reign,   in 
which  the  most  scandalous  abuses  had 
been  made  of  the  power  of  the  Crown  in 
the  pardoning  of  murderers.    The  hen. 
and  teamed  member  for  Koaresborougli 
had  said  that  the  clamour  on  this  imbject 
had  arisen  from  the  writings  of  Junius  on 
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Cbe  case  of  the  Kennedies.    Hef'e  cer- 
tainly was  a  case  where  the  power  of  the 
Crown  bad  beast  abused.    These  nen  had 
been  found  guilty  of  murder^  and  bad 
been  pardoned,     fbecircumstaoce  which 
led  to  their  fnardon  was  a  proof  of  the 
force  of  his  argument---thfit  the  power  of 
the  Crown  was  often  abused  m  the  pardon 
of  criminals.     The  sisler  of  these  men 
was  the  mistress  of  the  th^  lord  Sand- 
wich.   If  she  had  been  honest>  her  bro^ 
thtfs  would   have   been    hanged;    but 
because  she  was  the  mistress  of  a  per« 
aen,    who  had  some  political   influence 
they  were  pardoned,  after  having  been 
found  guiky  of  a  foul  murder.    The  bon. 
baronet  next  alluded  to  the  case  of  the 
nan  for  the  murder  at  Brentford,  at  the 
time  when  Wilkes  was  candidate;  and 
also  to  the  case  of  a  young  man,  a  gar* 
dener,  who. had  murdered  his  master,  an 
old  man  of  eighty  years,  in  both  of  which 
cases  the  criminskls  were  pardoned.    Here 
he  conceived  was  an  undue  exercise  of 
the  assumed  power  of  the  Crown.     He 
said,  **  an  assumed  power,''  because  by 
Stat.  2  of  Edward   Srd    the  pavdan  of 
murderers  was  expressly  prohibitied,  ex» 
ceptin  cases  of  self'defence.     If  it  was 
abaoliitely  necessary,  at  Uiattime^  to  have 
thia  law  of  apnealt  it  was  more  so  in  the 
present  di^»  when  a  sort  of  military  govern- 
ment  waa  resorted  to ;  when  soldiers  were 
introduced  on  almost  every  occasion,  in- 
stead of  the  civil  power;  or  in  aid  of  it 
when  such    aid  was  unnecessary.     He 
could  not  here  omit  to  notice  an  anecdote 
of  the  opinion  of  the  noble  lord  to  whom 
he  had  alluded :  A  crowd  of  persons  had 
collected  round  a  house  in  Holborn,  where 
it  was  supposed  a  number  of  impressed 
men  were,  who  had  been  kidnapped  to  be 
sent  to  America.    Application  was  made 
for  the  aid  of  the  military,  and  the  matter 
was  communicated  to  lord  Holt.     He 
asked  I  the  officer  who  was  sent  to  him, 
what  he  would  do  in  case  the  crowd  did 
not  disperse.    The  answer  was»  "  that  he 
would  give  orders  to  fire  upon  them,  for 
such  were  the  instructions  he  had  re« 
ceived.*'    «<  Then,  sir,"  replied  lord  Holt, 
**  if  you  do,  and  either  you  or  any  of 
your  soldiers  should  afterwards  come  be- 
fore me»  depend  upon  it  you  will  be  all 
hailged.''    The  consequence  of  this  ad^ 
monition  was,  that  the  soldiers  were  not 
ordered  out*  but  a  party  of  the  police 
were  ibund  sufficient  to  quell  the  riot.    If 
lord  Holt  was  in  that  day,  with  such  opi« 
nions  as  he  held  upoa  the  hw  of  appeal^ 


so  jealous  of  the  military  power,  how 
much  weight  ought  not  those  opinions  to 
hsve  at  Ihe  present  moment,  when  the 
military  system  seemed^  in  many  instances* 
to  have  superseded  the  civil,  and  when 
barracks  were  er^ted  in  every  part  of 
the  country.  The  law  of  appeal  would, 
he  conceived,  be  some  protection,  though 
perhaps  a  weak  one,  against  the  abuse  of 
such  a  system*  As  to  the  argument  that 
the  law  of  appeal  was  inconsistent  with 
that  principle  which  went  against  two 
trials  for  the  same  oflfence,  and  that  its 
abolition  was  connected  with  that  of  th« 
wager  of  battle,  he  should  only  say,  Uiat 
no  two  objections  could  be  more  easily 
obviated.  It  would  be  only  necessary  to 
bring  in  a  small  bill  to  do  away  with  the 
wager  of  battle,  and  to  repeal  so  much  of 
the  statute  of  Hen.  7th  as  allowed  one 
trial  for  a  particular  offence,  to  be  a  ple^ 
in  bar  of  a  second  trial  for  the  same  oi^ 
fence,  leaving  the  appeal  open  in  cases  of 
murder.  In  order  to  have  this  matter 
fully  discussed,  he  should  move  that  the 
bill  be  recommitted,  and  he  would  after^* 
wards  move  the  ame>idment8  which  were 
necessary.  The  bon.  baronet  then  al* 
luded  to  the  case  of  "  Ashford  v.  Thorn* 
ton,"  which  was  so  fully  before  the  pub* 
lie  a  short  time  ago,  and  regretted  that 
the  appellant  in  that  case  had  not  common 
sense  enough  to  pursue  his  aimeal  to  th^ 
last;  because  then  it  would  be  seen 
whether  the  law  was  reaUy  considered  one 
which  ought  to  be  acted  upon  or  not— - 
whether  the  chief-justice  of  the  court  of 
King's-bench  would  have  gone  into  Tot* 
billfields  to  see  two  men  beat  each  otiier 
first  with  cudgels,  and  afterwards  with 
sand-bags  for  a  whole  day.  He  was  sorry 
the  law  had  not  been  brought  to  such  a 
test,  as  he  was  convincea  the  result 
would  be  an  argument  in  favour  of  what 
he  had  asserted  namely,  that  it  was  one 
which  ought  not  to  be  acted  upon. 

The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  further  consideration,  and  oa 
the  motion  <*  That  the  amendments  be 
now  read  a  second  time,''  sir  F.  Burdett 
moved,  to  leave  out  from  the  word« 
'<  That "  to  the  end  of  the  question,  in 
order  to  add  the  words*  '*  That  this  bill 
be  recommitted." 

.  Mr.  Serjeant  CopUtf  said,  be  understood 
the  bon.  barpnet's  object  to  be  that  of  prer 
serviog  the  right  of  appeal,  while  he 
agreed  in  the  propriety  of  abolishing  th^ 
trial  by  battle;  but  according  to  his  own 
fi^eliogs  upon   the  qaestioB»  he  would 
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rather  that  tht  bill  of  his  faon.  and  learaad 
friend  should  be  loit  altogethert  than  that 
an  attempt  should  be  made  to  carry  it 
into  e&ct  with  the  amendment  propoied 
to  be  made-*BO  objectionable  in  hisvieir 
was  the  right  of  appeal.  The  bon.  barenet 
had  declared,  that  the  trial  by  battle  was 
obsolete  :  this  was  rather  an  estraordinary 
afsertion,  when  it  happened  lo  v%tj  lalelyi 
that  it  was  insisted  on  in  tbeoonrt or  King's- 
bench,  and  when  the  bon.  baronet  must 
have  known  thai  it  never  was  suggested 
by  the  judge  or  by  the  counsel  upon  either 
side  in  the  course  of  such  proceedings  that 
the  trial  by  battle  was  not  the  law  of  the 
land.  If  the  court  of  King's-bench  was 
placed  in  a  ridioulouB  light  by  the  pro* 
ceeding,  it  furnished  an  mlditional  ar^u* 
tnent  in  favour  of  the  bill ;  for  every  thing 
which  had  a  tendency  to  bring  the  laws  S 
the  country  into  contempt  and  ditrepute, 
ought  certainlv  for  that  reason  to  be  re- 
moved. The  hon.  baronet  had  cited  the 
authority  of  lord  Holt  in  support  of  that 
law,  and  certsinly  a  more  enlightened 
man  could  not  be  mentioned  as  a  lawyer; 
but  the  hon.  baronet  had  omitted  to  men- 
tion, that  this  opinion  of  lord  Holt's  was 
one  on  a  party  question.  The  hon.  baronet 
should  have  recollected,  that  the  whole  of 
the  authority  in  this  respect  did  not 
equally  bear  him  out.  There  were  other 
authorities  which  the  hon.  baronet  might 
have  found  in  the  same  place  where  he 
bad  discovered  this  opinion' of  lord  Holt's, 
and  which  in  fairness  he  should  not  have 
omitted ;  one  was  that  of  lord  chief  justice 
Treby,  a  man  as  enlightened  on  the  sub- 
ject as  any  other  who  could  be  named. 
let  this  lawyer  had  given  his  opinion  quite 
in  opposition  to  that  which  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet had  mentioned.  Another  authority 
was  that  of  as  eminent  a  statesman  as  any 
which  he  could  name— a  man  who  had 
been  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of 
that  House— >he  meant  Mr.  Fox.  That 
eminent  statesman  had  strongly  objected 
to  the  law  of  appeal ;  but  he  supposed  his 
was  an  authority  to  which  the  hon. 
baronet  would  not  be  ready  to  bow.  He 
had  expressed  himself  in  favour  of  the 
power  of  the  Crown  to  pardon ;  he  had 
shown  that  it  was  a  power  held  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  people,  and  that  they  had 
a  claim  upon  it;  but  perhaps  the  hon. 
baronet  had  no  respect  for  such  au- 
tliority.  Passing  that  subject,  however, 
he  should  come  to  another  part  of  the 
hon.  baronet's  speech.  The  hon.  baronet 
Jiad  nuiintained  that  the  Crown  had  no 


right  to  pardon  for  .murder,  and  that  die 
right  was  abolished  by  statute.  In  that 
he  begged  leave  to  diflfer  from  him  entirely. 
The  very  book  which  he  had  cited,  and  the 
veij  judge  on  whose  opinion  he  so  mucJi 
r^ied,  would  have  inforaied  him  other- 
wise. It  was  difficult  to  suppose  what 
he  could  be  thinking  of  when  he  talked 
of  the  common  law ;  according  to  his 
description,  it  was  a  crcatuns  of  his  own» 
and  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  practioe 
of  the  country.  His  whole  argument  was 
in  fact  assumption.  The  Crown  had  the 
prerogative;  it  might,  indeed,  like  other 
prerogatives,  be  abused ;  but  it  was  neces- 
sary to  the  ends  of  justice  itself  that  sudi 
a  prerogative  should  exist  somewhere.  It 
was  now  Tested  in  the  Crown,  and  exerw 
cised  by  responsible  ministers.  If  taken 
from  the  Crown,  where  would  the  hoiK 
baronet  have  it  placed?  Was  there  any 
civilized  country  in  the  world  which  did 
not  entrust  such  a  power  to  some  publie 
body,  and  was  it  not  essential  to  liberty 
that  it  should  be  so  entrusted.  Suppose 
it  was  discovered  afWr  coodemaation  that 
the  party  was  not  guilty,  should  there  not 
be  a  power  of  this  kind  to  appeal  to  t 
And  if  there  should,  was  not  the  analogy 
of  the  other  prerogatives  in  favour  of  vest- 
ing it  in  the  king?  But  what  would  the 
hon.  baronet  propose  to  do  ?  He  would 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  a  private  individual 
a  relation  to  the  party,  whose  motive  was 
rcTcnge,  and  who  might  be  farther  sti- 
mulated by  factiotw  views  to  prosecute. 
Such  was  the  system  whicli  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet had  eulogiEe4-  In  the  case  of  the 
Kennedys,  which  he  would  not  attempt  to 
justify,  for  he  agreed  with  the  judge  in 
thinking  that  it  was  a  foul,  an  atrodoua 
murder,  the  widow  appealed,  and  the 
proceedings  were  commenced  in  the 
courts.  Lord  Ashburton,  who  was  en- 
gsged  in  behalf  of  the  prisoners,  recom- 
mended a  compromise,  which  the  widow 
refused  to  accept.  "  Count  out  the  mo- 
ney. 500  guineas,''  said  lord  Ashburton, 
then  Mr.  Dunning,  "  before  her,  throw 
them  into  her  lap,  and  try  whether  she  will 
refuse  YOU."  The  sight  of  the  gold  was  too 
powerml,  the  widow  yielded,  and  the  ap- 
peal was  unsuccessful.  This  was  the  system 
eulogized  by  the  hon.  baronet.  But  if  the 
hon.  baronet  was  favourable  to  this 
system,  he  ought  to  have  stated  how  much 
it  was  limited  at  present.  If  tlio  murdered 
person  left  a  widow,  and  she  did  not  ap- 
peal, no  appeal  could  be  made  by  any 
ether  perspn.    The  same  was  the  case  n 
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ihe  had  narried  anio.  If  only  a  daughter 
survived,  no  appeal  could  be  made.  But 
there  were  other  objections  to  the 
system.  When  a  party  was  prosecuted 
for  a  criminal  offence,  it  was  necessary 
that  he  should  be  chsrged  upon  oath,  and 
a  grand  jury  most  find  a  bill  before  he 
could  be  put  upon  his  trial;  but,  in  a 
case  of  appeal,  it  was  only  necessary  for 
the  appellant  to  make  affidavit  that  he 
believed  the  party  to  be  guilty.  The 
party  was  then  put  upon  his  trial,  without 
the  verdict  of  a  grsnd  jury,  or  any  inter- 
vening step.  Yet,  such  was  the  system 
which  the  hon.  baronet,  an  avowed  friend 
to  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  a  de* 
elated  enemy  to  all  oppression,  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  sanction  and  applaud. 
The  hon.  baronet  had  directed  his  attention 
to  the  law  by  which  peers  were  tried; 
but  if  a  peer,  charged  with  murder  was 
acquitted  by  his  peers,  an  appeal  might 
be  made  against  him  as  the  law  now  stood, 
and  on  such  appeal  he  must  be  brought  to 
trial  before  a  common  Jury  for  the  offence. 
He  was  sure  it  would  be  unnecessary  for 
him  to  enter  into  any  farther  detail,  in 
order  to  show  that  the  amendments  con- 
templated by  the  hon.  baronet  ought  not 
to  be  carried  into  effect. 

Sir  F,  Burdeit  insisted  that  there  were 
statutes  which  took  away  the  right  of 
pardoning  murder  from  the  Crown,  except 
m  the  cases  he  had  idready  specified.  He 
admitted,  that  if  the  person  was  found  to 
be     innocent,     there    ou^ht    to    be    a 

Eower  to  save  him  vested  m  the  Crown ; 
ut  that  was  not  pardoning  murder; 
it  was  preventing  the  execution  of 
innocence.  Though  the  right  of  appeal, 
in  its  present  form,  might  be  liable  to 
many  objections,  those  objections  were 
susceptible  of  remedy,  and  as  it  constituted 
some  check  of  advantage  to  the  subject, 
he  could  not  consent  to  part  with  it, 
merely  because  there  were  aisadvantages 
annexed. 

Mr.  C.  Tennyson  said,  that  there  was  an 
objection  to  a  part  of  this  bill,  which  he 
wished  to'present  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  and  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman with  whom  it  originated.  The  bill 
went  to  prohibit  wager  of  battle  not  only 
in  writs  of  right  hereafter  sued  out,  but  in 
those  now  depending.  The  objection  wan, 
that  as  far  as  concerned  any  writs  now 
depending,  this  prohibition  was  »  post 
Jiicto  in  its  nature.  If  any  practical  and 
impending  mischief  were  to  be  avoided,  or 
any  great  end  of  public  security  to  be  an- 


swered, pariiamentbadsometimestolerated 
such  a  modeof enactment.  Bills  of  attainder 
and  of  pains  and  penalties,  were  instaoces^ 
but  they  were  such  as  he  trusted  would 
never  recur.  Some  few  other  instances,  in* 
deed,  might  be  mentioned,  but  none  be  be- 
lieved in  which,  without  an  ex  posi  facto 
enactment  some  actual  mischief  would  cot 
have  inevitably  occurred,  and  thus  it  had 
been  supposed  to  be  justified  by  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.  However  that  might  be, 
it  was  well  known  that  in  writs  of  right, 
battle  was  never  practically  waged  in 
modem  times.  It  was  two  hundred  and 
fiftv  years  since  such  a  result  had  ensued, 
and  u  the  law  continued  bm  it  was  a  thou- 
sand years  longer,  it  would  not  probably 
ensue  again.  He  would  therefore  put  ii 
to  the  House  and  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
attorney-general,  whether  this  was  a  case 
in  which  a  fundamental  principle  of  legis« 
lation  should  be  sacrificed.  The  law  bad 
stood  as  it  now  was'ever  since  the  coming 
in  of  the  Normans,  and  he  would  suggest 
that  it  would  be  better  to  continue  its 
application  to  the  actually  depending  cases, 
if  indeed  there  were  any,  than  establish  a 
precedent  of  the  most  objectionable  and 
dangerous  tendency. 

The  Attorney  General  justified  the 
clause  as  absolutely  necessary.  If  in  the 
case  of  Ashford  v.  Thornton,  the  appelr 
lant  had  persevered  in  the  trial  by  battle, 
he  bad  no  doubt  the  legislature  would 
have  felt  it  to  be  their  imperio«s  duty  at 
once  to  have  interfered,  and  to  have  pass- 
ed an  exposijacto  law  for  preventing  so 
degrading  a  spectacle  taking  place,  espe- 
cially as  one  of  the  parties  must  wage 
battle  till  death  ensued.  He  was  not 
aware  that  there  was  any  writ  now  pend- 
ing, but  it  was  absolutely  necessary^ 
whether  that  was  the  case  or  not,  he 
thought  he  could  not  discharge  his  public 
duty  by  omitting  a  clause  to  prevent  this 
from  being  the  case.  He  should  be  sorry 
to  see  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  baronet 
established,  namely,  that  the  king  had  no 
power  to  grant  mercy  in  cases  orraurder^ 
because  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
such  power  should  be  vested  somewhere ; 
and  as  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had 
justly  observed,  that  power  could  be 
vested  no  where  more  properly  than  ia 
the  head  of  the  government.  By  the 
common  law  that  power  was  vested  in  the 
king,  and  he  did  not  think  there  waa 
a  single  statute  which  took  away  that 
power  from  htm.  He  conceived  there 
was  a  mistaken  idea  of  the  statute 
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die  hoo*  baronet  had  quoted^  and  that  it 
liad  no  tuch  meaning  as  that  tlie  king  had 
no  power  to  pardon  mardereni. 

Sir  P.  Burdett  observed,  that  he  had 
not  referred  to  the  statute  of  Gloucester. 

The  Attorney  General  added,  that  if 
the  hon.  baronet  had  not  alluded  to  that 
statute,  he  must  confess  his  total  igno- 
fmnce  of  any  other  taking  away  the 
power  of  the  Crown  to  pardon ;  he  believed 
.^he  was  sure  it  did  not  exist. 

Sir  F.  Burden  read  the  words  of  the 
statate  Sod  Edw.  Srd,  c.  2,  which  ex- 
pressly provided  that  the  king  shall  only 
grant  pardons  **  in  cases  where  the  kmg 
may  do  it  by  his  oath.** 

Mr.  Seijeant  Coptey  said,  that  the  hon. 
Iiaronet  had  declared  himself  not  satisfied 
as  to  the  law  of  trial  by  battle  not  beine 
obsolete.  In  reply  to  that,  he  would 
Merely  state,  that  the  very  case  of  Ash- 
fi»rd  and  Thornton  showed  that  it  was  not 
obsolete.  There  the  appellee  having 
thrown  down  his  gtovoy  ana  challenged  a 
trial  by  battle,  one  of  the  counsel  dedared 
it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  such  a  proceeding 
was  obsolete.  The  late  lord  cnief  justice 
Bllenborough  immediately  replied,  that  he 
coidd  not  see  how  that  was  die  case,  the 
act  Jiaving  never  been  repealed,  and 
tiierefore  was  still  a  part  of  the  law  of  the 
land. 

The  question  being  put,  <<  That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  question,"  the  House  divined: 
Ayes,  86 :  Noes,  4. 

NSTHULAHDS  SlAVE  TrABX  BiLL— 

SixERA  LaoNB.!  On  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  third  residing  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Marryat  said  :^-Mr.  Speaker ;  be- 
fore this  bill  passes  through  its  last  stage, 
I  cannot  but  express  my  concern,  that  all 
the  beneficial  results  expected  from  it,  and 
from  the  conventions  between  this  country 
and  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  to  which 
Ais  and  similar  bills  are  intended  to  give 
oftct,  are  likely  to  be  frustrated,  by  the 
choice  of  Sierra  Leone  as  the  place  of  re- 
sidence of  the  commissary  judges  and  the 
commissioners  of  arbitration.  The  total 
unfitness  of  Sierra  Leone  as  the  place  of 
adjudication  for  captured  Negroes,  has 
been  so  strongly  stated  by  that  gallant  and 
lamented  officer,  the  late  sir  James  Lucas 
Tec,  in  his  official  dispatches  to  the  lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  I  shall  give  it  in  his 
own  words :  *<  Another  great  objection  to 
Bierra  Leone^arisesfrom  its  bebg  atsuch  a 
dirtanoa  iiractly  to  the  windward  of  where 

(VOL.  xzm.) 


the  slave  vessels  are  captured,  which  is  ge- 
nerally in  the  right  of  Benin,  and  Beaffra; 
the  vessels  are  always  crowded  and  sickly, 
and  the  mortality  in  making  the  passage, 
exceeds  one-tenth:  added  to  this,  Uie 
climate  is  detestable,  the  rain  commenc- 
ing the  end  of  April,  and  continuing  to 
the  middle  of  October:  it  proves  the 
grave  of  most  Europeans  who  go  there, 
and  even  those  who  escape  the  grave, 
linger  out  a  painful  and  miserable  exist- 
ence." He  tnen  points  out  the  superior 
advantages  of  the  Gold  Coast,  as  a  settle* 
ment  for  captured  Negroes  and  in  a  sub- 
sequent passage  repeats,  that  <■  Sierra 
Leone  is  in  every  respect  the  most  unfit, 
and  worst  situation  on  the  whole  Coast." 
If  an^  confirmation  of  this  authority  were 
wantmg,  I  might  state  that  240  white 
troops  of  the  York  raneers,  were  sent  there 
in  1815 ;  and  that  in  the  spring  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  only  14  or  15  of  them  were 
alive  and  doing  duty,  the  rest  being  either 
actually  dead,  or  dying  in  the  hospital.  I 
have  had  occasion  to  send  out  two  or  three 
monitions  from  the  court  of  Admiralty,  to 
be  served  in  Sierra  Leone ;  and  in  none 
of  these  cases,  did  the  parties  to  whom 
they  were  addressed  live  to  receive  them, 
but  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  their  exe- 
cutors, administrators,  or  assigns.  The 
impression  produced  by  the  fatal  eflects 
of  the  climate  of  Sierra  Leone,  was 
strongly  illustrated  by  the  declaration 
lately  made  by  the  kine's  advocate  in  this 
House,  that  a  delay  of  more  than  twelve 
months  in  carrying  these  conventions  into 
eflect  had  been  occasioned  by  the  impos- 
sibility of  finding  any  person  who  would 
accept  the  appointment  of  commissary 
judge  there;  even  with  a  salary  of  %0QOL 
per  annum,  although  the  appomtments  at 
the  other  stations,  (the  Brazils,  and  the 
Havannah),  with  half  that  salary,  were 
objects  of  |[reat  competition.  I  wuh  the 
House  seriously  to  consider  the  conse- 

auences  of  sendmg  the  captured  slave 
liips  to  Sierra  Leone  for  adludicatioo. 
The  Bann  sloop  of  war,  accorcung  to  the 
dispatch  of  sir  James  Lncas  Yeo,  was  five 
weeks  beatbg  up  there  from  the  Gold 
Coast,  and  the  Brisk  sloop  of  war,  was  ten 
weeks  making  the  passage  from  Cape  For- 
mosa. In  the  crowded  state  of  slave  shipi^ 
the  mortality  on  board  them  mustof  cousat 
be  dreadful ;  and  would  be  almost  wboDy 
avoided,  by  their  bring  sent  to  Cqpo 
Coast  Castle,  where  they  mtabf  msi  doar* 
in  fewer  days,  than  it  reqama  weeks  to 
beat  up  to  Sierra  Leooe.  Buti.  Sirt 
(4tf) 
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dreadful  as  thig  waste  of  human  life  is,  the 
mischiefs  of  the  present  arrangement  do 
not  end  here.    A  great  mortality  must 
also  be  expected  to  take  place  among  the 
.  commissary  judges,  and  commissioners  of 
arbitration,  who  are  to  be  appointed  by 
the  different  powers  with  whom  we  have 
made  conventions,  as  well  as  by  our  own 
government,  to  reside  at  Sierra  Leone. 
The  act  of  parliament  passed  last  year 
to   carry  these  conventions  into  effect, 
and  the  conventions  themselves,  recite, 
that    when    a    slave -tradipg   vessel   is 
brought  in,  the  two  commissary  judges  ap- 
pointed by  Great  Britain  and  by  the 
power  to  which  the  vessel  belongs,  shall 
take  the  depositions  of  the  master  and 
crew,  and  in  case  they  do  not  agree  whe- 
ther the  vessel  is  subject  to  confiscation, 
fhey  shall  call  in  one  of  the  commissioners 
of  arbitration  to  be  chosen  by  lot  from 
the  two  commissioners,  nominated  by  the 
aame  powers;  and  that  the  decision  of  the 
snajonty  of  the  three  judges  and  commis- 
sioners so  chosen,  shall  oe  finaL     This 
arrangement  proceeds  upon  the  presump- 
tion,   that  all  the  judges  and   commis- 
sioners will  at  all  times  be  alive,  and  able 
to  perform  the  duties  of  their  office.    I 
am  aware  that,  in  case  of  the  death  of 
those  appointed  by  Great  Britain,  the  go- 
vernor of  Sierra  Leone  has  power  to  no- 
minate others ;  but  in  case  of  the  death 
of  those  appointed  by  the  power  to  whose 
subjects  the  captured  vessel  belongs,  no 
person  at  Sierra  Leone  has  such  an  au- 
thority, and  no  such  tribunal  as  the  con- 
ventions require  can  possibly  be  consti- 
tuted.   In  this  state  or  things,  what  is  to 
be  done  i    Are  the  captured  Negroes  to 
remain  on  board,   till  new  judges  and 
commissioners  are  appointed  in  Europe, 
and  arrive  at  Sierra  Iieone  ? — Or  is  the 
vessel  to  proceed  with  them  to  some  of 
the  other  stations  where  the  judges  and 
commissioners  reside  ?   In  either  case  the 
mortality  among  them  must  be  dreadfully 
iq^gravated,  and  this  will  perpetually  be 
the  calamitous  consequence   of  sending 
these   unfortunate   creatures   to    Sierra 
Leone  for  adjudication.    On  looking  over 
the-  papers  relative  to  the  Slave  Trade, 
that  were  lately  printed  by  order  of  the 
House,  I  am  not  however  surprised  at  the 
determination  of  the   allied   sovereigns 
upon  this  point,  for  I  find  among  them  a 
string  of  answers  to  questions  put  by  the 
noble  lord  on  the  Treasury  bench,  which 
Vere  laid  before  the  assembled  sovereigns 
at  Aix-la-Chapellei  and  whidi  recommend 
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Sierra  Leone  in  thestrongest  manner.  One 
of  these  answers  muntains  that,  <*  Sierrsi 
Leone  and  its  immediate  neighbourhood^ 
may  be  considered  as  the  only  p^  of  the 
African  coast,   where  plans  ot  improve;-^ 
ment  can  be  pursued,  without  encounter- 
ing the  malignant  influence  of  the  slave 
trade;"  but  another  answer  shows  that 
the  slave  trade  rages  all  around  Sierra 
Leone;  for  it  states,  that  the  coasting 
trade  in  the  vicinity  of  that  settlement  can 
no  longer  be  carried  on,   because  the 
slave  trade  has  increased   to   such    an 
extent,  <'  that  the  slave  traders  who  fre- 
quent the  part  of  the  coast  near  Sierra 
Leone,  destroy  every  vessel  they  meet  ;^ 
and  a  letter  signed  by  Mr.  Zachary  Ma- 
caulay  states,  that  the  missionaries  beyond 
the  precincts  of  Sierra  Leone  have  beea 
obliged  to  abandon  the  exercise  of  their 
functions ;  <<  so  great  is  the  demorah'zing 
effect  of  the  slave  trade,  and  so  invete- 
rate the  evil  habits  which  it  generates.'^ 
Facts  show,  in  opposition  to  these  an- 
swers, that  attempts  for  the  civilization  of 
Africa  made  from  Sierra  Leone  &il,  while 
those  made  from  other  quarters  succeed* 
An  expedition  to  explore  the  interior  of 
Africa,  proceeded  from  Sierra  Leone  near 
three  years  ago,   under  the  direction  of 
major  Peddle.     He   and   most  of  the 
officers  with  him  died ;  the  command  was 
afterwards. .  taken  by  captain  Canapbell, 
who  shared  the  same  fate ;  neither  of^them 
being  ablcj^  from  various  obstacles,   to 
penetrate  far  into  the  interior.    A  third 
attempt  hss  lately  been  made  by  major 
Gray,  and  the  last  accounts  of  him,  ao- 
cordfing  to  the  public  papers,  are,  that  he 
had  lost  most  of  the  white  people  who 
accompanied  him,  most  of  his  beasts  of 
burthen  was  in  ereat  distress  for  want  of 
provisions,  unable  to  continue  his  intended 
route  through  the  territories  of  some  hos- 
tile chief,  and  had  written  to  the  French 
governor,  at  Goree  for  assistance.    An 
expedition  was  also  fitted  outlast  year, 
from  Cape  Coast  Castle,  to  the  dominions 
of  the  king  of  Ashantee;  which  perfectly 
succeeded.    Tlie  deputies  made  a  tr^ty 
with  him,   whic^  jpromises  the  happiest 
results ;  and  have  nxed  a  permanent  resi- 
dent at  his  capital.    Sq  encouraging  is 
the  opening  thus  made  to  the  interior  of 
Africa,  that  in  order  to  follow  it  up  with 
effect,   his   majesty's   government   have 
lately  sent  out  Mr.  Dupuis,  who  resided 
many  years  as  British  consul  at  Mogadore, 
and  IS  well  acquainted  with  the  Maorish 
language,  to  proceed  from  Cape  Coast 
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Castle  on  another  mission;  and  we  sbaU 
probably  obtain  more  real  knowledge  of 
(he  internal  state  of  Africa  from  that 
quarter  in  the  course  of  two  years^  than 
has  been  obtained  for  a  centory  past: 
while  from  Sierra  Leone,  we  obtam  none 
whatever.  In  another  of  these  answers, 
we  are  told  that  Sierra  Leone  presents 
the  gratifying  spectacle  "  of  a  community 
of  black  men,  living  as  freemen,  maintain- 
ing themselves  by  the  ordinary  pursuits 
of  amculture,  commerce,  or  some  mecha- 
nical art  I**  but,  unfortunately  for  the  ve- 
racity of  this  statements  within  a  few 
days  afker  it  was  printed,  some  papers 
respecting  the  deficiencies  of  the  civil  list 
were  also  laid  before  the  House,  in  which 
appeared  among  other  items,  bills  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  80,000/.  drawn  from 
Sierra  Leone,  for  the  maintenance  of 
diose  very  captured  •negroes  who  are  said 
to  maintain  themselves.  Not  to  detain 
the  House  with  more  comments  upon 
these  answers,  I  shall  only  state  that  I 
have  seldom  met  with  more  misrepresen- 
tations, fallacies,  and  falsehoods,  within 
the  same  compass  than  they  contain ;  and 
it  does  seem  extraordinary  that  they 
should  be  received  and  acted  upon  as 
official  documentSi  at  the  conferences  at 
Aix-la-Chapelley  without  being  authenti- 
cated by  the  signature  of  any  individual, 
but  described  merely  as  answers  from  the 
African  Society  in  London,  and  from 
Sierra  Leone :  wjio  the  African  society 
are,  I  know  not.  We  have  indeed  an 
African  Company;  but  these  certainly 
are  not  their  answers ;  for  I  understand 
they  gave  answers  of  a  very  diflerent  na- 
ture, and  which  were  not  laid  before  Uie 
plenipotentiaries  at  Aiz-la-Chapelle.  We 
nave  also  an  African  institotioui  who  may 
perhaps  now  be  denominated  a  society; 
but  I  do  think  that  some  persons  ihouid 
have  made  themselves  responsible  for  the 
truth  and  correctness  of  these  answers, 
which  have  been  permitted,  in  this  ano- 
nymous character,  to  influence  the  minds 
of  the  assembled  ministers  and  sovereigns 
of  Europe.  I  can  allow  for  the  partiality 
which  gentlemen  who  have  long  taken  an 
interest  in  Sierra  Leone  may  feel  for  their 
own  Civorite  bantlins ;  and  for  their  wish 
%o  nurse  it  up  into  that  maturity  and  con- 
•e^utnce  which  it  never  can  attain;  but 
Aim  partiality  ought  not  to  be  indulffed 
St  the  risk  of  sacrificing  those  laudimle 
and  important  objects,  which  the  bill  now 
before  the  House,  and  the  convention  on 
frideb  it  ia  foundedi  are  intended  to  ac- 
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complisb.  I  hope,  therefore,  to  hear  firom 
the  noble  lord  either  a  contradiction  of 
the  objections  I  have  stated,  on  the  author- 
ity of  sir  James  Lucas  Yeo,  to  making 
Sierra  Leone  the  destination  of  the  cap- 
tured negroes,  and  the  place  of  residence 
of  the  commissary  judges,  and  the  com- 
missioners of  arbitration ;  or  an  assurance 
that  he  has  it  in  contemplation  to  remove 
them  all  to  some  other  situation,  more 
eligible  both  in  point  of  geographical  po- 
sition, andsalubrity  of  cuinate. 

Lord  Castlereagh  obsenred,  that  in 
settling  an  establishment  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  for  the  adjudication  of  captured 
slave  ships  or  the  civilization  of  negroes, 
government  had,  in  fact,  so  option. 
They  were  obliged  to  take  Sierra  Leone- 
no  other  suitable  place  being  found. 
Cape  Coast  Castle  and  other  places, 
which  had  been  mentioned,  were  fully 
inquired  about,  and  it  was  ascertained  that 
none  of  these  places  could  be  fixed  upoa 
for  the  establishment  alluded  to  by  the 
hoo.  member,  with  safety  to  the  object 
in  view,  to  the  protection  of  the  negroes, 
in  consequence  of  their  defenceleaa  con- 
dition, and  their  contiguity  to  the  popu- 
lous districts  of  Africa.  Hence  the  esta- 
blishment was  made  at  Sierra  Leone,  the 
internal  organization  and  general  circum- 
stances of  which  were,  he  was  happy  to 
say,  very  materially  improved  of  lata 
years.  The  noble  lord  concluded  with 
assuring  the  hon.  member  that  government 
had  not  come  to  a  determination  upon 
this  subject  without  duly  considering  the 
letters  of  sir  James  Yeo,  to  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  referred,  as  well  aa 
every  other  information  that  it  waa  prac- 
ticable to  obuin,  and  that  had  any  bear- 
ing upon  the  caae* 

The  (rill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passedf 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  March  22. 
Roman   Catholic    Cx.aim8— Psti- 

TIOMS  or  THE  iRiaH    PrOTE8TANT8   IH 

FAVOUR  OF.]  The  Marquis  of  Dornn' 
«Afre  presented  the  petition  of  the  Pro- 
testants of  the  dty  of  Dublin,  and  also 
another  petition  from  the  Protestant  no- 
bility, gentry,  freeholders,  &c  resident 
in  Ireland,  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic claims.  The  noble  marquis  said,  that 
the  petitions  were  most  numerously  and 
respectably  ai|ned*  The  resident  Pro- 
testttit  popuknoa  thus  came  forward  to 
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«olidt  rtlief  for  their  Soman  Cadiolic 
brethren.  Having  been  present  when  the 
petitions  were  agreed  to»  and  at  several 
Other  meetings  which  had  the  same  object 
in  yiew»  he  was  convinced  that  it  was  far 
from  the  wish  of  the  parties  to  promote 
any  angry  discussion.  Catholics  and  Pro- 
testants appeared  to  him  to  be  equally  ani- 
mated by  a  conciliatory  spirit.  He  must 
also  observe,  that  loolung  at  the  general 
state  of  the  country^  at  the  situation  of 
bur  foreign  relaUons,  at  the  sute  of  the 
Papal  see,  and  the  temper  of  the  Ca- 
tholics themselves,  he  thought  no  fitter 
time  could  be  chosen  for  calling  their 
lordships  attention  to  the  subject  of  the 

Setitions  he  had  submitted  to  their  consi- 
eration.  He  sincerely  believed  that  the 
Catholics  were  as  well  disposed  as  any 
other  bodj^  of  men  in  his  majesty's  domi- 
nions possibly  could  be  to  the  British  con- 
stitution and  form  of  government.  By 
the  wisdom  of  oarliamenty  many  franchises 
of  which  they  nad  been  deprived  were  re- 
stored, and  he  trusted  that  those  which 
were  still  necessary  to  place  them  on  a 
footing  with  their  IVotestant  brethren 
would  be  conceded  to  them.  The  spirit 
which  animated  the  Catholic  body  was 
proved  b;^  a  resolution  passed  at  a  late 
meeting,  in  which  they  expressed  their 
determination  to  rely  on  the  justice  of 
parliament,  to  continue  to  be  guided  by 
a  spirit  of  conciliation,  to  avoid  feuds,  and 
to  promote  education  upon  the  most  liberal 
principles. 

^  The  Earl  of  EnnUkitten  could  not  con- 
sider the  petition  as  coming  from  the  sreat 
body  of  the  Protestant  interest  of  Ireland. 
The  names  of  many  of  the  principal  Pro- 
testant landholders  did  not  appear  as  sub- 
scribers. Not  a  single  landholder  in  the 
county  in  which  he  lived,  one  of  the  most 
Protestant  counties  in  Ireland,  had  signed 
It.  He  should  probably  soon  have  occa- 
sion to  oresent  a  counter-petition. 

^  The  Marquis  of  Lamdotsme  not  having 
signed  the  petition  of  the  Protestant 
laadholders,  considered  himself  called 
upon,  in  consequence  of  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  earl,  to  state  that  he  was 
one  of.  a  great  number  of  landed  pro- 
prietors not  residing  in  Ireland  who  lully 
participated  in  the  sentimenu  of  that  pe- 
tition. He  would  have  readily  signed  the 
petition,  had  it  been  thought  proper  for 
him  so  to  do,  as  a  non-resident  pro- 
prietor. If  any  body  of  petitioners  ever 
were  enUtled  to  respect,  it  was  those  who 
had  iigned  this  peution— men  who  came 
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not  to  claim  any  privilege,  but  to  praj 
that  others  might  be  relievd  from  diaabi* 
lities,  the  existence  of  which  might,  upon 
a  narrow  view  of  the  question,  be  re* 
wded  as  advantageous  to  Uiemsdves. 
The  petitions  were  siffned  by  Uie  great 
body  of  the  Protestant  landed  proprietors, 
and  also  by  the  most  eminent  mercbanta 
of  that  city,  emphatically  styled  the  Pro- 
testant city.  In  that  city  the  memory  of 
William  Srd,  that  truly  Ptotestant  mo- 
narch, was  held  in  the  mghest  veneration. 
Yet,  consistently  with  that  veneration, 
the  inhabitants  of  that  city  came  before 
their  lordships  to  ask  as  a  boon  the  re- 
moval of  the  disabilities  under  which  their 
Catholic  brethren  labour.  Surely  they 
formed  a  body  of  persons  well  qualified 
to  judge  whether  the  measure  they  called 
for  was  one  which  could  be  adopted 
with  safety.  They  came  before  their 
lordships,  to  give  evidence  that  their 
neishbours,  though  professing  a  different 
faith,  were,  in  their  opinion,  worth^^  of 
being  invested  with  tne  same  pohtical 
rights  as  themselves.  They  prayed  that 
their  countiymen  should  not  continue  to 
be  the  only  Catholics  in  the  civilized  world 
excluded  from  their  rights.  If  there  waa 
any  foundation  for  alarm  on  this  subject, 
it  was  among  those  who  had  signed  the 
petition  that  that  alarm  might  be  expected 
to  be  found.  If  there  were  any  persona 
who  still  seriously  believed  that  the  ad« 
mission  of  a  limited  number  of  Roman 
Catholics  to  seats  in  the  two  branches  of 
the  legislature,  and  to  a  limited  number 
of  civil  and  military  places,  to  be  given  al 
the  discretion  of  a  Protestant  government, 
would  threaten  the  establishments  of  this 
country  in  church  and  state,  those  persona 
must  acknowledge,  that  it  was  upon  the 
petitioners  the  first  danger  would  fall. 
They  were  the  persons  who  must  stand 
in  the  front  of  the  battle,  and  encounter 
its  greatest  dangers.  Yet,  with  that  sharp- 
sighted  view  to  their  own  interests  which 
any  apprehensions  as  to  the  risk  of  life  and 
propertjr  infallibly  gave,  they  had  signed 
this  petition,  m  petitioners  were  ever 
more  entitled  to  be  heard  with  attentioo 
by  their  lordships. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  said,  that 
he  also  would  have  signed  the  petition* 
had  it  been  within  the  scope  of  the  peti* 
tioners  to  have  the  signatures  of  iandod 
proprietors  who  were  not  resident  in  Ire-* 
land*  He  hailed  the  petition  with  tbf 
greatest  satisfaction,  considering  it  aa  a 
great  ftep  gained  in  behalf  of  that  "' 
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tpiric  of  GonciUatioOy  which  it  wm  so  enri* 
neDtljr  de8inri>le  should  be  extended  to  our 
Catholic  fellow-subjects. 

The  Earl  of  DarnUy  expressed  his  se- 
tisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which  the  spi- 
rit of  conciliation  which  animated  the 
Protestants  had  been  met  by  the  Cutholics. 
and  hoped  that  their  demands,  for  which 
josticoy  humanity,  and  policy  equally 
pleaded,  would  be  granted, 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday  f  March  22. 

CoTT-RiOHT  Act— Petition  of  thb 
LoNDOir  BooKSBLLKRs.]  Mr.  LamHon 
bagged  to  state  the  substance  of  a  petition 
that  had  been  intrusted  to  him  by  that  re- 
spectable body  Uie  booksellers  and  pub- 
hshera  of  London  and  Westminster,  pray- 
ing a  repeal  of  the  copy-right  act.  It  was 
enough  to  mention  the  names  of  Messrs. 
Longman  and  Co.,  Messrs.Baldwin  and  Co., 
Messrs.  Eivington,  Mr.  Murray,  and  Mr. 
Mawman,  to  secure  it  attention ;  in  short, 
it  had  been  signed  by  all  the  respectable 
booksellers  of  the  metropolis.  The  Pe- 
tition wu  then  read,  setting  forth, 

*<  That  the  petitioners  presented  their 
humble  petition  to  the  House  in  the  last 
parliament,  respectfully  stating  the  grie? « 
ances  which  they  endured  from  the  ope- 
ration of  that  part  of  the  act  of  the  54th 
of  his  present  majesty,  intituled  *  An  act 

*  to  amend  the  several  Acts  for  the  Eo- 

*  couragement  of  Learning,  by  securing 

*  the  Copies  and  Copy-right  of  Printed 
'  Books  to  the  Authors  and  their  Assigns,' 
which  enjoined  the  delivery  of  eleven  co- 
pes of  every  book  and  volume  for  the 
eleven  libraries  therein  mentioned,  which 
after  the  passing  of  that  act  should  be 

{irinted  for  sale,and  humbly  praying  for  re- 
ief;  that  the  petitioners  said  petition  was 
referred,  with  a  number  of  others,  to  a  se- 
lect committee  named  by  the  House,  who 
examined  many  witnesses  concerning  the 
matters  therein-mentioned;  and  whose 
report,  together  with  the  minutes  of  the 
evidence  taken  before  such  committee, 
was  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed ;  that  the  petitioners 
humbly  submit,  that  the  grievances  which 
they  nave  experienced  from  such  delivery 
liave  been  fully  shown  on  such  evidence ; 
it  appears  thereby,  that  the  actual  cost  of 
the  books  delivcKd  by  the  house  of  Long- 
man and  company,  sinoe  the  passing  of 
the  aaid  td,  in  July  1814^  to  the  month 


of  AprB  1818,  was  about  8,0002. ;  and 
that  another  bookseller,Mr.  John  Murray^ 
had  lost  1 ,275/.,  by  the  books  he  had  de- 
livered during  the  same  period;  it  also 
appeared,  that  the    delivery  of  eleven 
copies  of  only  five  works,  namely,  Du^- 
dale's    *  Monasticon    AngUcanum,'    his 
<  History  of  Saint  Paul's,'  <  PortraiU  of 
Illustrious  Personages,'  Ormerods's  *  His- 
tory of  Cheshire,'  and  Wood's  <  Athenm 
Oxonienses,'  wouldamountto2,198/.14«.; 
and  that  the  delivery  of  eleven  copies  of 
only  one  work,  Dodwell's  '  Scenes  and 
Monuments  of   Greece,'  woidd,   at  the 
trade  sale  price,  be  about  275/. ;  the  peti- 
tioners will  not  intrude  on  the  attentioa 
of  the  House,  by  stating  the  various  in- 
jurious effiecu  on  arts  and  literature  in 
general,  which  this  delivery  is  stated,  in 
such  evidence,  to  have  produced,  as  well 
as  on  the  property  of  the  owners  aod 
authors  of  books;  but  they  earnestly  states 
that  if  the  grievance  is  manifestly  great  on 
high-priced  books,  it  is  not  less  indivi- 
diudly  severe  in  its  general  amount  on  the 
usual  publications  of  the  year ;  and  Uie 
petitioners  humblv  submit,  that  the  in- 
creasing custom  of  printing  English  hooka 
abroad  is  an  additional  urgency  to  the 
petitioners  to  solicit  the  House  to  remofo 
from  them  the  burthen  of  delivering  these 
eleven  copies,  which  so  manifestly  tenda 
to  increase  the  price  of  English  publica- 
tioas;   the    petitioners    therefore  most 
humbly  pray,  that  the  House  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  them  such  relief  as  to  the 
demand  and  delivery  of  the  eleven  copies 
of  books  for  the  libraries  in  the  said  act 
mentioned,  as  in  its  wisdom  shall  seen 
most  expedient,  and  more  especially,  by 
repealing  the  clauses  of  the  said  act  which 
enjoins  the  delivery  of  the  said  eleven 
copies,  excepting  one  copy  to  the  British 
Museum/' 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lotteries — Petition  xrom  Shbv- 
FIELD  AGAINST.]  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley 
presented  a  petition  from  Sheffield,  set- 
ting forth 

«<  That  the  petitiooers  beinff  decidedly 
of  opinion,  from  the  declarations  ci 
scripture,  and  the  voice  of  experience, 
that  whatever  is  at  variance  with  strict 
morality  and  pore  religion  must  be  inimical 
to  the  prosperity  of  any  kingdom,  and 
being  convinced  that  the  state  lottery  ia 
in  a  great  degree  destructive  of  both,  they 
have  no  hesitation  in  affirming,  that  the 

contimianoe  of  it  must  be  bjuriona  to  the 

• 
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bett  interests  of  the  state;  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  folly  persuaded  that  these  sen- 
tiaients  are  likewise  those  of  almost  all 
reflecting  people,  as  well  as  of  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  legislature,  because 
when  the  act  for  the  continuance  of  the 
atate  lottery  was  passed  in  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  not  a  single  argument  was 
edduced  in  its  favour,  the  necessity  for  it 
alone  being  insisted  upon;  that  the  peti- 
tioners were  happy  to  learn  from  the  re- 
port made,  oi;i  the  8th  day  of  February  last, 
to  the  House,  on  the  finances  of  the  coim- 
try,  that  the  aforesaid  plea  of  necessity 
is  now  entirely  obviated ;  that  the  peti- 
tioners believe  that  the  loss  to  the  state, 
even  in  the  revenue,  from  the  pernicious 
effects  of  the  state  lottery  on  the  morals 
•ad  habits  of  the  lower  classes  is  far  be- 
yond any  profits  which  can  arise  from  it ; 
that  the  petitioners  have  great  apprehen- 
aioBs,  since  banks  for  the  savings  of  the 
poor,  under  the  special  sanction  of  the 
legislature,  are  become  so  general,  that 
if  the  state  lottery  be  sufiered  to  continue, 
its  pernicious  consequences  will  be  much 
increased,  and  that  the  effects  of  the 
saving  banks  will  be  rendered  frequently 
prejudicial ;  it  is  even  probable,  that 
emissaries  will  be  employed  by  the  lottery 
offices  to  traverse  the  country  for  the 
purpose  of  personally  tempting  the  depo- 
sitors to  speculate  in  the  state  lottery, 
and  these  will  be  ready  to  insinuate,  that 
the  legislature  has  encouraged  the  esta- 
blishment of  such  banks  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  them  so  to  do ;  that  the  peti- 
tioners moreover  are  of  opinion,  that  be- 
fore the  country  be  farther  called  upon  to 
establish  and  support  national  schools  for 
the  education  or  the  children  of  the  poor, 
and  to  build  free  churches  for  the  religious 
instruction  of  the  lower  classes,  the  state 
lottery,  which  is  so  directly  and  strongly 
opposed  to  the  success  of  such  institu- 
tions, ought  to  be  abolished;  that  the 
petitioners  cannot  but  feel  and  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  Almighty  hath  not  dealt 
so  with  any  nation  as  he  hath  done  with 
this,  having  exalted  her  to  unexampled 
riches,  and  honours,  and  power ;  and  that 
therefore  we  should,  as  a  people,  be  want- 
ing in  gratitude  to  him,  and  be  deserving 
orthe  most  exemplary  chastisement,  were 
we  to  continue  legislatively  to  sanction 
and  enforce  a  measure  which  is  now  ae- 
knowled^ed  on  all  hands  to  be  ofiensive 
in  the  sight  of  Him  who  is  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  behold  iniquity ;  the  petitioners 
do  therefore  most  earnestly  and  respect- 


fully solicit  the  House,  that  no  bill  in 
future  may  pass  which  shall  have  for  its 
object  the  raising  of  money  for  the  publie 
service  by  way  of  lottery. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Trial  bt  Battle  Abolition  BtlIt 
— Petition  of  Mr«Trelwall  against 
IT.]  Sir  'F.  Burdett  presented  a  petition 
from  John  Thelwall,  of  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields,  gentleman,  settius  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioner,  m  common  with 
every  subject  of  these  realms,  hath  a  vital 
interest,  but  he  hath  also  a  particular  and 
personal  reason  for  feeling  and  expressing 
that  interest,  in  the  inviolable  preservation 
of  so  much  of  the  ancient  constitutional 
right  of  appeal  as  is  connected  with  the 
security  of  the  lives,  limbs,  and  personal 
liberty  of  individuab,  subjects  of  these 
realms,  against  the  violence  of  abused 
power,  whether  civil  or  military,  and  in 
the  precautions  which  that  wise  and  salu- 
tary law  has  for  many  centuries  most  jea- 
lously preserved,  for  securing,  even  against 
the  exertion  of  royal  prerogative,  the  just 
punishment  of  those  who,  instigated  by 
the  hopes  of  pardon,  mi^ht  otherwise  be 
induced,  in  times  of  political  division  and 
party  heats  and  animosities,  by  kidnap- 
ping, by  maiming,  or  by  murder,  to  exe- 
cute a  rigour,  not  only  beyond  the  law, 
but  in  direct  violation  and  defiance  of  all 
law,  but  which  nevertheless  might  happen 
to  be  agreeable  to  a  wicked  administra- 
tion ;  and  the  petitioner  further  showeth 
to  the  House,  that  the  said  law  of  appeal 
hath  ever  been  held  and  declared,  by  the 
hiffhest  legal  and  consUtutional  authorities 
or  this  realm,  and  particularly  by  that 
most  virtuous  and  upright  jud^e,  the  lord 
chief  justice  Holt,  (who  for  his  firm  inte- 
grity, and  undeviating  loyalty  to  the  con- 
stitution, was,  at  the  period  of  that  glo- 
rious Revolution  which  prepared  the  way 
for  the  house  of  Brunswick  to  the  throne, 
elevated  to  the  presidency  of  the  court 
of  King*s-bench),  to  be  a  noble  privilege, 
and  a  true  badge  of  English  liberties,  and 
that  therefore  the  liberties  of  Englishmen, 
and  the  security  of  their  lives,  limbs,  and 
personal  freedom,  would  be  essentially 
impaired  by  the  total  abolition  of  the  said 
right  of  appeal ;  and  the  petitioner  further 
showeth,  that  he  believes  himself  capable, 
if  called  for  such  purpose  to  the  bar  of  the 
House,  and  there  examined  (either  upon 
oath  or  otherwise  as  to  the  House  shall  seena 
meet),  to  lay  open  a  series  of  most  mi(|ai* 
tous  practices  and  conspiracies  all  tendmg 
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.to  show  the  iin|>ortance  of  this  law,  which 
iniquitoua  practices  aod  conspiracies  he  be- 
lieyes  himself  also  capable  of  still  further 
provmg  and  exposing,  by  the  testimony  of 
other  credible  and  respectable  witnesses, 
relatire  to  the  repeated  attempts  that  have 
heretofore  been  made  upon  the  life,  limbs, 
and  personal  liberty  of  the  petitioner; 
and  from  the  reiteration  and  further  per- 
petration of  which,  and  the  accomplish- 
ment of  a  formed  desi^  to  murder  the  pe- 
titioner, or  convey  him  forcibly  beyond 
seas,  there  is  reason  to  believe  there 
.would  neither  have  been  prevention  nor 
means  of  redress,  if  the  law  of  appeal  had 
not  been  then  in  existence;  and  the  peti- 
tioner, therefore  prays,  that  such  parts  of 
the  ancient  constitutional  law  of  appeal, 
as  have  heretofore  been  regarded,  and 
ought  still  to  be  regarded,  as  protective 
of  the  life,  limb,  aod  personal  freedom  of 
the  subject,  may  not  oe  revoked  or  abo- 
lished ;  and  that  the  petitioner,  and  tlie 
aubjects  in  general  of  tnese  united  realms, 
mav  still  continue  to  enjoy,  as  their  fore- 
fttbers  have  enjoyed,  the  advantage  of 
this  sacred  and  venerable  institution,  which 
puts  it  out  of  the  power  even  of  royal 
prerogative,  however  instigated  by  a  cor- 
rupt and  tyrannical  administration,  eS&<y 
tually  to  shelter  flrom  due  punishment  the 
perpetrators  of  any  muraer,  or  similar 
atrocity,  such  as  have  been  attempted 
upon  the  person  of  the  petitioner,  on  any 
fiictioos,  political,  or  otnerpretenoe  what- 
ever;  hereto  the  petitioner  craves  the  par^ 
ticular  attention  of  the  House." 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PxNRTK  Elxctioh.]  The  order  of 
the  day  bavins  been  read  for  taking  into 
further  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  Penryn  election,  Mr. 
Atkins  Wright  moved,  tliat  the  resolutions 
be  read  a  second  time,  which  was  done^ 
and  they  were  agreed  to.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber next  moved,  1.  ^  That  the  attorney- 
general  be  dir^ted  to  prosecute  Henry 
Swann,  esq.  for  bribery  at  the  last  election 
for  the  borough  of  Penryn.  2.  That  the 
attorney  general  be  directed  to  prosecute 
John  Goodeve,  Henry  Dumsfbrd,  and 
Abraham  Winn,  for  corrupt  practices  to 
influence  the  last  election  for  tne  borough 
of  Penryn.*'-.Ofdered. 

COMlflTTBS     OF     SUPFLT— PbNITKK- 

tiabtHousk  atMillbakk.]  In  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  Mr.  Arbuthnot 
mored,  «<  That  eOflOOL  be  granted  to  his 


majesty,  towards  defraybg  the  expense  of 
the  building  of  a  Penitentiary-house  at 
Millbank,  for  the  year  1819/' 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  expressed  his  sur^- 
prise  at  the  expense  which  this  building 
had  cost,  and  condemned  the  erection  in 
it  of  a  steam  engine. 

Mr.  Long  replied,  that  that  plan  had 
been  adopted  which  seemed,  in  all  re- 
spects, to  be  the  most  eligible  for  the  at- 
tainment of  health,  security,  separation, 
aod  inspection.  The  object  of  the  steam 
engine  was  to  grind  com,  and  raise  water 
for  the  convicts,  they  beins  employed  ia 
such  a  way  as  would  enable  them  to  be 
useful  to  themselves  and  to  the  public  on 
their  liberation. 

Mr.  Alderman  JVood^  while  he  admitted 
the  propriety  of  the  mode  of  emplovment 
adverted  to  by  the  right  hon.  gentfeman, 
observed,  tliat  the  water  might  have  beea 
raised,  and  the  com  ground  Tas  be  had 
seen  in  a  prison  in  Paris),  by  the 
labour  of  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
prisoners. 

Mr.  Bennet  observed,  that  a  prison 
capable  of  containing  the  same  number  of 
felons  might  have  been  built  at  one-half 
the  expense,  he  might  almost  say  one^ 
third.  There  were  carpenters,  shoemakers^ 
and  other  trades  at  work  in  the  Peniten* 
tiary.  Indeed,  no  one  could  go  there 
without  seeipg  persons  hard  at  work. 

Lord  Nugent  stated,  that  a  vertical 
wheel  had  been  constructed  in  the  prison 
at  Aylesbury,  for  raising  water  to  supply 
the  prison  and  the  town.  The  height  to 
which  the  water  was  raised  was  70  feet ; 
eight  men  were  employed  at  a  timey  and 
th^  were  relieved  every  hour. 

Mr*  Hume  objected  to  the  voting  money 
for  a  steam  engme.  If  they  were  to  credit 
the  newspapers,  disturbances  of  a  serioua 
nature  sometimes  took  place  in  the  Pent* 
tentiary,  and  in  his  opinion,  pumping 
water,  grinding  corn,  ana  other  severe  la* 
hour,  would  be  a  proper  punishment  for 
the  refractory. 

Mr.  Hofford  observed,  that  the  state- 
ment of  disturbances  in  the  Penitentiary 
was  greatly  exaggerated.  There  would 
be  an  end  to  the  plan  of  separating  the 
prisoners,  if  they  were  to  be  employed  in 
raising  wateri  for  that  would  necessarily 
brinff  a  number  of  them  together. 

Ii£r.  Alderman  Wood  moved  as  aa 
amendment,  that  4O,00M.  only  be  granted. 
After  some  farther  observations  the 
amendment  was  withdrawn,  and  the  reir 
solution  granting  60fiOOL  agreed  to. . 


1 1  igj  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  Trial  by  Baiik  AhdUian  BiU.  [I  ISO 


Calxdokiak  Cakal.]  Mr.  Arbuth- 
nottben  moved,  **  That  50,000^.  begranted 
to  his  majesty,  towards  defraying  the 
expense  of  making  an  inland  navigation 
from  the  Eastern  to  the  Western  sea,  by 
Inyemess  and  Fort  WiJllam,  for  the  year 

1819/' 

Lord  Carhampion  wished  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  state  all  the  items  on 
whioh  he  grounded  this  claim.  It  was 
asked  for  the  Caledonian  Canal;  but 
where  was  Caledonia  I  The  name  and  the 
race  of  the  Caledonians  had  been  extinct 
lor  600  years ;  f^r  since  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury there  had  been  no  such  place  as  Ca- 
ledonia. Tacitus  had  told  us  where  Cale- 
donia was  in  his  time ;  but  since  that  it 
had  been  inhabited  by  the  Picts  and  the 
Soots.  This  canal,  he  believed  was  begun 
in  IBOS.  He  supposed  it  was  then  cal- 
culated what  it  would  cost ;  but  bow  much 
had  been  granted  since?  It  was  originally 
devised  for  the  purpose  of  employmg  the 
labourers  of  Scotland ;  but  all  that  benefit 
had  been  reaped  by  Ireland. 

Lord  Binning  said,  that  the  original 
estimate  in  1803  was  500,0001.  but  it  had 
already  cost  700,000/.  The  question 
now  was,  whether  they  should  withhold 
50,000^.,  which  were  necessary  for  the 
completion  of  a  work  that  gave  employ- 
ment to  so  many.  It  had  already  em* 
ployed  annually  100  workmen  of  that 
country.  When  the  nature  of  the  work 
was  considered,  it  would  not  be  wonder- 
ed at,  that  English  and  Irish  labourers 
had  been  employed.  The  chief  benefit, 
howevoTi  had;;been  enjoyed  by  the  ScotSp 
the  PictSf  and  the  Caledonians— those  ob- 
jectr  of  the  noble  earl-s  solicitude.  The 
work  had  been  undertaken  at  the  request 
of  those  concerned  in  the  Baltic  trade, 
End  on  petitions  from  Ireland,  Liverpool, 
Brbtol  Ac,  showing  that  many  ships  had 
been  loat  in  going  round  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  Scotland.  In  (act,  such  a 
canal  had  been  projected  as  far  back  as 
the  time  of  Charles  2nd.  There  was 
every  prospect  that  the  canal  would  answer 
alt  the  purposes  for  which  it  had  been  ori- 
ginally intended.  During  the  last  year 
152  voyages  had  been  performed  through 
it.  The  invention  of  steam- vessels  would, 
he  had  no  doubt,  remove  those  obstacles 
which,  it  was  feared  at  one  time,  would 
frustrate  the  bbject  for  which  the 
canal  was  proposed.  He  believed,  that 
BO,O0ML  next  year  would  entirely  complete 
ihe  work. 

Mr.  Hume  hoped  ib»  commMionersy 
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before  they  appKed  again  to  the  Hooset 
would  have  a  new  estimate,  and  say  ex- 
pressly what  sum  would  complete  the 
work.  His  opioion  was,  that  when  the 
canal  was  finwhed,  the  duties  on  ships 
would  not  repay  the  expense. 

Mr.  W.  Smkh  said,  that  the  canal  was 
begun  with  the  best  prospect  of  success* 
and  it  was  the  opinion  of  every  person 

Sualified  to  judge,  that  it  would  be  pro^ 
uctive  of  the  greatest  benefits.  It  had 
been  supposed,  that  while  the  trade  to  the 
Baltic  would  be  benefited,  labour  would 
incidentally  be  provided  to  a  great  num* 
ber  of  workmen,  he  believed  that  this  in^ 
cidental  advantage  had  proved  evea 
greater  than  bad  been  antietpated.  The 
spirit  of  labour  which  had  been  introduced 
into  that  part  of  Scotland,  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, worth  more  than  all  the  money  that 
had  been  voted.  Of  those  who  bad  beeit 
employed  in  this  labour,  there  were  not 
two  in  a  hundred  who  were  not  ScotGh* 
men ;  and  surely  the  noble  lord  would  not 
object  that  now  and  then  a  poor  Irishman 
should  be  employed.  The  work  had  eoet 
700,000^.,  which  was  more  than  had  at 
€r8t  been  thought  sufficient;    but  the 

Suestion  was,  whether  they  liboiM  lose 
^at  sum  altogether,  or  reap  the  advantagea 
originally  expected  by  givhag  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  80,000^. 
The  resolution  was  passed. 

Trial  bt  Battle  Abolition  ]Iill.j} 
The  Attorney  General  moved,  that  thia 
bill  be  now  read  a  third  time. 

Sir  Robert  WiUon  said,  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  state  the  groundsmen  which  be 
rfiould  give  his  yote  on  this  bill.  He 
meant  that  his  observations  should  ba  ad- 
dressed not  to  the  present  ministers  oidy, 
but  to  all  their  successors;  nottotfaepresent 
generation,buttoallfuturity.  Hebeggedte 
assure  the  attorney-general,  that  he  gave 
him  full  credit  for  purity  of  motive,  and 
integrity  of  intention.  When  this  bill  was 
first  brought  in,  none  was  a  greater  enemy 
than  he  was  to  tiie  trial  by  wager  of 
battle.  That  part  of  the  bill  which 
abolished  all  appeals  to  the  judgment  of 
Heaven,  he  most  fully  approved  of.  The 
practice  of  calling  for  judida  Dei  by  the 
exercise  of  sticks,  staves,  and  other  wea- 
pons, had  its  origin  in  the  ignorance  and 
superstition  of  a  barbarous  age,  and  could 
not  stand  the  light  of  truth  and  the  teat 
of  reason ;  but  the  right  of  apped  to  ar 
jury  agahist  the  prqodiced  verdict,  or  an 
unwarranted  paraon  was  •  ferj  diftrBfll 
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qneitioiiy  ilffd  teemed  to  him  ta  merit  a 
terj  different  kind  of  treatment,  it  might 
be  tfaid  that  this  was  a  very  difficult  ques- 
tion for  him  to  argue.  It  was  true 
indeed  that  he  was  not  very  conversant 
with  the  intricacies  of  the  law,  but  he 
would  always  endeavour  to  perform  his 
duty  as  a  representatiye  of  the  people; 
and  in  contending  for  the  reasonableness 
and  utility  of  the  right  of  appeal,  he  was 
not  less  the  advocate  of  the  army  than  the 
representatiye  of  the  people.  The  people 
ought  to  be  governed,  not  by  the  sword  of 
the  soldier,  but  by  the  authority  of  the  civil 
■aagitftrate.  If  soldiers  should  ever  be 
called  to  suppress  a  popular  tumult,  they 
ought  to  be  restrained  by  every  considera- 
tion, from  a  rash  and  fatal  use  of  military 
weapons.  Lord  chief  justice  Holt  had 
warned  an  officer  on  such  an  occasion  to 
beware  of  firing  upon  the  people ;  for  if 
he  should,  he  would  be  found  guilty  of 
tioider.  The  officer  must  further  have 
known,  that  the  Crown  would  not  have 
she  power  of  granting  him  a  pardon;  The 
officer  would,  therefore,  be  veiy  cautious 
in  his  proceedings.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  minister  of  the  Crown  oould  have  said 
to  him,  "  Obey  our  orders,  and  if  any 
conviction  against  you  should  be  the  con- 
sequence, we  have  a  pardon  in  our  pockets 
for  you/'  might  not  the  officer  have  for- 
gotten what  was  doe  to  the  constitution, 
to  the  army,  and  to  his  fellow  subjects  ? 
He  was  most  anxious  to  prevent  the  power 
of  life  and  death  from  being  placed  in  the 
bands  of  persons  wlio  might  be  influenced 
by  private  or  factious  motives.  He  con- 
tended for  a  great  constitutional  principle. 
He  did  not  wish  to  encroach  on  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown,  but  he  was  against  its 
interference  with  public  justice ;  he  wished 
Aot  Co  restrain  the  exercise  of  mercy,  but 
He  deprecated-  its  being  made  the  instru- 
ment of  bloodshed  and  cruelty.  He  had 
read  of  the  opposition  made  to  the  Riot 
act ;  but  if  this  bill  should  pass,  they 
Would  consummate  the  evil  of^  that  mea- 
anre.  He  concluded  by  moving,  as  an 
amendment,  <•  That  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  this  day  three  weeks." 
'  Mr.  Alderman  Wood  said,  he  had  heard 
a  very  able  speech  from  a  learned  gentle- 
man  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  in 
aupportof  the  bill,  but  tlie  richt  of  appeal 
appeared  so  imporUnt  to  the  liberty  of 
the  subject,  that  on  that  ground  he  would 
vote  against  the  bill. 

The  House  divided  upon  the  question 
that  the  bill  be  alow  read  a  tbM  tine. 
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Tuesday^  March  23. 

Royal  Burghs  of  Scotland.]  On 
a  petition  being  presented  from  the  royal 
borough  of  Dundee,  against  the  present 
system  of  governing  the  Scotch  burghs, 

Lord  A,  Hamilton  took  an  opportunity 
of  contradicting  a  statement  which  had 
been  made  during  the  last  session  by  the 
lord  advocate  that  the  people  of  Scotland 
were  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  reform 
which  his  bill  had  provided.  The  reverse 
was  clearly  proveu  to  be  the  case,  by  the 
number  of  petitions  presented  to  the 
House. 

The  Lord  Adoocate  said,  he  saw  no  rea* 
son  to  alter  any  opinion  he  had  expressed 
on  the  subject.  He  did  not  thmk  the 
wish  for  reform  was  hy  any  means  ge* 
neral. 

Mr.  Hume  contended,  that  the  people 
of  Scotland  had  a  right  to  expect  some 
redress.  The  situation  of  the  very  bo* 
rough  from  which  this  petition  came 
proved  the  necessity  of  a  reform.  He  had 
a  list  in  his  hand  of  the  magistrates  of  that 
town  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  he 
found  that  one  set  of  magistrates  presided 
this  year,  and  the  other  set  presided 
the  next ;  and  that  the  public  property 
of  Dundee  had  been  let  at  half  ita 
value  to  friends  of  the  magistrates.  The 
petition  was  signed  by  nine-tenths  of  the 
population. 

Lord  A«  Hamilton  presented  similar 
petitions  from  Crail,  Hawick,  and  Elgin. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  the  learned  lord 
had  stated  that  the  people  of  Scotland 
were  salisBed  with  the  present  state  of  the 
burgh  system.  When  petitions  however 
came  in  signed  by  so  many,  he  thought 
his  learned  friend  should  make  some  ex- 
ception to  that  observation. 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  he  was  still 
persuaded  that  the  great  body  of  the 
Scots  population  did  not  desire  any  such 
alteration.  Were  they  unanimous,  it  would 
be  different,  but  they  were  not,  and  be- 
sides the  petition  from  Hawick  just 
presented,  was  not  from  a  royal  burgh. 
Much  dependence  could  not  be  placed  on 
those  petitions,  which  came  from  a  few 
interested  persons. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  said,  that  of  all 
the  speeches  he  had  ever  heard,  with  re- 
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>pect  to  the  .presentation  of  pelitioni, 
that  of  the  learoed  lord  was  the  most  ex- 
traordinary, and  to  him  the  most  unintel- 
ligible, he  had  ever  listened  to.  On  all 
former  occasions  when  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects applied  to  that  House  for  a  redress 
of  grievances,  the  House  particularly 
wished  to  see  petitions  from  those  persons 
who  really  were  aggrieved;  whose  in- 
terests were  injured ;  who  demanded  a 
definite  redress,  for  a  definite  evil.  But, 
if  he  received  the  learned  lord's  doctrine, 
iie  roust  relinquish  all  these  principles. 
He  seemed  to  sayy  that  the  petitions  were 
not  worthy  the  attention  of  parliament, 
because  the  statements  contained  in  them 
were  made  by  persons  who  were  suffering 
under  the  grievance  of  which  they  com- 
plained, and  whose  situation  enabled  them 
to  point  out  the  most  effectual  remedy. 
Because  persons,  who  had  no  specific 
connexion  with  these  transactions,  aid  not 
appear  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  he  argued, 
that  no  evil  existed.  If  he  had  said,  that 
the  great  body  of  burgesses  had  not  peti- 
tioned, and  had  inferred  from  that  cir- 
cumstance, that  they  were  satisfied,  he 
would  have  understood  him.  He,  however, 
had  said  no  such  thing ;  but  had  observed 
that  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Scot- 
land had  not  petitioned.  He  had  pro- 
ceeded on  a  sort  of  universal  suffrage 
principle,  and  seemed  to  suppose,  that 
the  great  body  of  the  Scotch  people  were 
the  proper  persons  to  judge  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  burghs,  instead  of  those  who 
really  understood  the  subject,  and  who 
Buffered  from  the  existing  system.  To- 
morrow or  next  day  he  should  have  the 
honour  of  presenting  three  or  four  peti- 
tions, praymff  for  an  alteration  of  that 
system,  and  ne  believed  the  learned  lord 
would  find,  that  a  great  majority,  in  point 
of  property,  character,  and  numbers, 
would  very  shortly  appear  before  the 
House,  complaining  or  the  grievances 
under  which  they  laboured  in  consequence 
of  the  mischievous  manner  in  which  their 
afiurs  were  managed. 

Mr.  W.  Douglas  said,  that  much  of  the 
confusion  which  had  arisen  in  the  funds  of 
the  Scots  burghs  was  occasioned  by  the  self 
election  of  the  magistracv,  and  the  want 
of  control  which  the  inhabitants  had  over 
the  receints  and  expenditure.  The  bill 
introducea  last  year  was  by  no  means  ade- 
<{uate  to  remedy  the  evil.  The  expecta- 
tion of  the  different  incorporated  trades  in 
Scotland  had  been  muco  excited  by  the 
charter  given  to  Montrose ;  and  he  could 


NeUf  Soulh  WaUsmm^ 


[tltt 


not  help  thinking  it  a  very  extrawdioar]!! 
th^ig  in  government  to  act  as  they  had 
done  to  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  thereby 
crushing  all  the  hopes  ihey  had  formerlj 
excited. 

Sir  R,  Fergusson  contended  against  the 
impolicy  of  government  in  refusing  the 
same  charter  to  the  trades  of  Aberdeen, 
as  they  had  granted  to  those  in  Montrose.^ 
In  the  latter  borough  the  happy  effecta  of 
such  reform  had  been  alreaoy  fek. 

Mr.  Bostoell  impressed  upoB*  the  House 
the  necessity  of  not  placing  the  fullest  re- 
liance on  petitions  of  this  description,  par* 
ticularly  when  they  called  for  what  the 
petitioners  were  pleased  to  consider  their 
malienable  rights.  Had  they  confined 
themselves  to  a  control  over  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  burghs,  or  what  waa  termed 
the  common  good,  he  was  disposed  to  give 
his  co-operation  to  the  success  of  their 
application.  A  bill  to  that  effect,  be  un- 
derstood, was  in  preparation ;  and  to  thaa 
extent  it  should  have  his  support. 

Mr.  F,  Douglas  stated,  that  under  the 
present  management  of  the  royal  burghs, 
the  inhabitants  were  not  only  robbed  of 
their  rights,  but  almost  of  the  power  of 
giving  expression  to  their  grievances. 

Oraered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

New  South  Wales — Cokduct  of  Go* 
VERNOR  Macquarris.]    Mr.  Brougham 
said,  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting two  petitions  from  two  individuals 
named  BlsJce  and  Williams,  freeaettlera 
at  New  South  Walea,  complaiiiing  of  the 
conduct  of  governor  Macquarrie.    He  felt 
it  his  duty  to  present  them,  bavins  aatia- 
fied  himself  that  they  were  couched  in 
respectful  language.    The  truth  of  the 
allegations  sat  forth,  must  rest  with  the 
persons  who  signed  them,  but  he  must 
add,  that  he  had  made  an  inquiry  respect- 
ing the  petitioners,  and  the  result  satisfied 
him  that  they  bore  good  characters,  and 
were  not  likely  wilfully  to  mislead  the 
House.    With  respect  to  the  conduct  of 
governor  Macquarrie  he  should  say^ .  that 
if  culpahle,  he  was  disposed  to  consider 
such  conduct  rather  as  a  fault  of  the 
system  than  of  the  man.    He  was  placed 
in  a  situation  of  high  and  uncontrolled 
authority,  in  a  distant  settlement,  under 
very  peculiar  circumstancaa'*-Dot  alone 
peculiar  from  ita  distance,  but  from  the 
character  of  a  great  portion  of  the  people 
subject  to  his  government,  they  copsisting 
principallj|r,  on  the  arrived  of  governor 
Ma^uarriei  of  eonvicts,  although  a  veiy 
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material  aheration  on  that  head  had  sub- 
aequeody  taken  place.  Of  the  present 
population  of  New  South  Wales*  consist* 
•  ing  of  20»000  souls,  one  half  were  free 
aettlers;  while  the  annual  amount  of  the 
births  was  in  the  proportion  of  two-thirda 
to  the  number  of  convicts  sent  out  an« 
.iHialljr  from  this  country.  From  all  this 
he  inferred,  that  in  an  investigation  of  the 
•conduct  of  a  person  exercising  such  a 
trust,  the  House  would  deal  leniently  in 
judginff  of  any  act,  even  though  it  ex- 
ceeded the  bounds  which  a  sound  dis- 
cretion and  a  moderate  temper  would 
•prescribe.  Undoubtedly,  the  question  at 
present  would  be,  whether  governor  Mac- 

J[uarrie  had  far  exceeded  those  bounds, 
f  the  House  could  place  reliance  on  the 
accuracy  of  the  allegations  of  the  peti- 
tioners, it  would  be  seen  that  those  bounds 
governor  Macquarrie  had  far  exceeded. 
Amongst  other  allegations,  the  petitioners 
atated  that  taxes  to  the  amount  of  24,000/. 
a  year  were  imposed  by  governor  Mac- 
quarrie, without  his  having  any  warrant 
in  his  commission  to  authorise  such  an 
act.    Indeed  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  of  opinion 
that  no  commission  for  tne  Crown  could 
delegate  such  a  power  to  levy  taxes  in 
any  colony,  save  a  conquered  one,  not  in 
the  possession  of  a  civil  constitution.  But 
whether  the  Crown  had  the  power  or  not, 
was  not  the  question  here,  as  no  such  au- 
thority was  given  to  governor  Macquarrie 
by  his  commission.     These  taxes  were 
levied  on  the  imports,  particularly  on  the 
article  of  rum,  which  was  taxed  at  lOr.  per 
gallon.     Whether  governor  Macquarrie 
was  the  first  to  intr^uce  this  system,  he 
did  not  know,  but  he  rather  thought  he 
was;  at  all  events,  by  him  the  great  bulk 
of  the  charge  was  imposed.    The  system 
of  auditing  the  public  accounts  was  also 
extraordinary.    The  money  was  issued  by 
the  local  treasury  on  the  warrants  of  the 
governor.    All  that  the  auditors  did,  was 
to  compare  the  disbursements  of  the  trea- 
surer with  the  drafts  of  the  gOTcmor,  and 
if  these  corresponded,  it  was  considered 
sufficient.    Again,  it  was  stated,  that  go- 
vernor Macquarrie  not  only  levied  those 
contributions,  but  that  he  granted  exemp- 
tions to  his  favourites  amongst  his  house- 
hold and  connexions.    A  turnpike  duty 
was  another  impost  levied  by  him;  and 
hers  also  it  waa  alleged  he  granted  exemp- 
tionk  in  a  similar  manner.    There  were 
also  charges  suted  ajgainst  him  of  general 
oppressioa,  and  for  inflicting  punishment 
for  actS|  that  as  oftncei  were  unknown  to 


the  law  of  this  country.    Mr.  Blake,  cue 
of  the  petitioners,  had  complained  of  what 
he  called  the  outrages  ot  the  governor. 
It  was  necessary  to  state,  that  as  to  this 
outrage,  this  was  the  third  time  that  the 
petitioner  had  laid  his  grievances  before 
that  House.    The  outrage  consisted  in  the 
governor  having  issued  his  order  to  the 
common  hangman  to  punish  Blake  and 
two  other  persons,  who  were  convicts,  by 
the  infliction  of  25  lashes  on  the  bare 
back,  for  only  having  gone  over  a  certain 
piece  of  ground  belonging  to  the  governor. 
These  men  were  thus  punished,  not  only 
without  any  previous  inquiry,  but  without 
any  exammation  before  any  thing  in  the 
shape  of  a  tribunal.    No  witness  was  ex- 
ammed.    The  men  punished  did  not  know 
with  what  they  were  charged,  but  were 
at  once  thrown  into  connnement,   and 
from  thence  removed  to  the  place  where 
the  punishment  was  inflicted.  This  accu- 
sation rested  only  on  the  assertion  of  the 
petitioner ;  but,  recollecting  that  it  was 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  ministers  two 
years  ago,  and  that  they  had  had  time  to 
inquire  whether  the  statement  was  or  was 
not  exaggerated,  if  no  contradiction  or 
explanation  were  given  it  would  go  far  in 
confirmation.    WiHiams,  the  other  peti- 
tioner, had  also  been  a  severe  sufferer,  by 
the  unjust  proceedings  of  governor  Mac- 
quarrie.   He  had  been  a  printer  at  the 
Uape  of  Good  Hope ;  but  being  desirous 
of  quitting  it,  ,he  had  obtained  permission 
from  lord  Bathurst,  with  a  promise  of  a 
grant  of  land  in  New  South  Wales:  go- 
vernor Macquarrie,  however,  asserted  the 
contrary.   When  Williams  arrived  in  New 
South  Wales,  he  obtained  employment  in 
the  office  of  Mr.  Howe,  the  government 
printer,  and  was  one  of  those  who  had 
signed  a  former  petition  to  parliament, 
complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  governor 
towards  Bbke.     The  consequence  was, 
that  as  soon  aa    governor    Macquarrie 
heard  of  the  fact,  he  sent  a  peremptory 
order  to  Howe  to  turn  Wilhams  out  of 
his  situation  at  a  very  short  notice,  alleg- 
ing the  fact,  that  he  had  signed  the  peti- 
tion.   Williams  stated  in  the  petition  now 
before  the  House,  that  he  had  seen  the 
original  letter,  or  proclamation,  and  that 
he  recollected  its  terms  so  accurately  as 
to  be  able  to  set  them  out.  It  was  dated  the 
17th  of  February,  signed  by  the  governor, 
and  was  addr^sed  to  Mr.  George  Howe, 
in  these  words:—*'  UndersUnding  that 
ysii  have  in  your  service  a  man  named 
George  WiUiamSi  who  came  last  from  the 
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Cape  of  Good  Hope  without  sanction^  butt 
whom  from  motives  of  humanity  I  per- 
mitted to  become  a  settler,  and  it  coming 
since  to  my  knowledge  that  George  Wil- 
liams did  affix  his  signature  to  ascandalous, 
rebellious,  and  libellous  petition  directed 
to  the  House  of  Commons  against  my 
person  and  government;  now,  it  being 
my  determination  that  such  infamous  iQ*^ 
cendiaries  shall  not  be  employed  in  any 
department  under  government,  I  hereby 
command  and  direct  you  not  to  retain 
him  in  your  service  after  the  lapse  of  one 
week."    He  was  disposed  to  make  very 
great  allowance  for  the  situation  of  the 
person  governing  the  colony.    Much  that 
was  blameworthy  in  his  conduct  was  un- 
doubtedly to  be  attributed  to  the  pecu- 
liarities of  that  situation,  and  to  be  ex- 
cused on  the  same  account.    It  was  well 
known  that  the  colony  of  late  years  bad 
materially  changed  its  character.    If  that 
governor,  who  had  been  sent  out  at  a 
time,  when  almost    the    whole  of  the 
population  of  the  settlement  were  con- 
victs, had  acted  erroneously  towards  it, 
when  it  had  so  decidedly  altered  its  de- 
scription, it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at* 
What  he  wished  to  impress  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  was,  the  imperative 
necessity  of  directing  their  consideration 
vigorously  and  forthwith  to  the  subject 
before  them.     No  time  could  be  more 
proper  for  such  consideration  than  the 
present.     The  colony  in  question  was 
extremely  important,  and  might  very  soon 
become  the  most  so  of  all  our  foreign 
colonies.    This  was  the  very  time  for  in- 
quiry, when  its  goverjior  appeared  to  be 
just  entering  upon  a  wrong  course,  and 
might  therefore  be  the  more  easily  set 
right.     He  thought    that   any  charges 
which  could  justity  a  parliamealary  in- 
quiry into  his  condfuct,  would  also  justify 
his  recall.     His  majesty's  subjects  in  that 
distant  colony  had  an  indefeasible,  and, 
till  now,  an  unquestioned  right  to  ask 
parliament  to  redress  their  wrongs.    It 
might  be  urged,    that  the  individual  of 
whom  they  complained  was  absent ;  that 
was  bis  misfortune;   unless  agaiost  that 
misfortune,  he  chose  to  set  on  his  being 
the  governor  of  the  settlement.     While 
he  continued   to    exercise   his  functions 
as  governor,    the   petitioners   could  not 
enter  actions  against  him ;  if  he  quitted 
the  government,  but  did  not  come  home, 
they  were  still  incapacitated  from  bringing 
their  actions  against  liim,  because  no  pro- 
cess could  be  served  upon  himi  <t  only 
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remained  for  them,.iiierefore,  to  come  bo* 
fore  parliament  as  they  had  done-  On  the 
other  hand,  he  was  quite  aware  of  tlie 
difficulties  wfaicfa  attended  a  matter  of  this 
kind,  and  that  there  might  be  circun- 
^tances  which  would  ms^e  the  inquiry 
possibly  not  quite  advisable.  The  onlgr 
question  for  present  consideratioD  was, 
whether,  after  the  commonications  which 
had  been  received  in  the  course  of  tbe  ^wo 
last  years,  it  was  not  proper  to  give  the 
complainants  an  opportimiiy  of  oooiiog 
before  parliament.  If  ministers,  after  pe- 
titions iiad  been  preferred  during  the  two 
last  years  agiainst  the  governor,  meant  to 
affirm  that  they  remained  still  in  ignoranoe 
on  the  subject,  the  only  mode  of  proceed- 
ing  left  to  the  parties  was,  to  auc  of  the 
House  redress;  all  they  demanded  waa 
an  opportunity  of  soliciting  that  redress. 

Mr.  Money  said,  that  he  had  koosro  ge- 
neral Macquarrie  for  several  yeara»  and 
was  much  surprised  to  hear  such  chacges 
brought  against  him.    If  the  aUegationa 
contained  in  the  petitions  were  true,  he 
could  only  say  that  general  Macquarrie 
must    have   completdy   and  essentiallf 
abandoned  all  those  principles  which  had 
regulated  his  conduct  durmg  a  long  and 
honourable  service.    On  his  first  arrival 
out  be  immediately  set  himself  to  aaaelio- 
rate  the  condition  of  xhe  people  whom  he 
was  called  upon  to  govern,  and  whoae 
affections  and  attachment  be  very  soon 
conciliated.    He  found  the  colonjr  io  a 
state  of  revolt,  and  both  the  dvii  and 
military  departments  in  declared  inaubor** 
dination ;  the  male  and  female  convicts 
living  together  in  a  state  of  conciibina|^» 
and  all  the  sacred  ordinances  of  religioa 
neglected.    He  applied  himself  to  reform 
these  abuses,  and  to  enforce  the  observ<* 
ance  of  the  8id>bath  day.  It  was  not  then»- 
fore  to  be  expected,  that  under  such  cifw 
cumstances,  a  people   so  disposed  and 
composed  should  view  the  exertions  of 
the  governor  with  a  friendly  eye,  or  sub- 
mit quietly  to  a  new  state  of  thingt.    He 
felt  that  every  person  in  that  House,  whe- 
ther actuated  by  a  love  of  justice,  or  by 
seotinieDts  of  regacd  for  general  Mao* 
quansie,  mutt  feel  anxious  tliat  the  asost 
minute  investigation  should  immediately 
take  fdaceinto  the  aubtect  of  the  petitions. 
He  would,  however,  dairo  this  much  iat 
governor  Macquarrie--^at  the   House 
should  not  make  a  premature  judgoeot 
upon  his  eonduct,  on  an  ex -porie  state* 
ment.    All  those  interested  in  the  prospe- 
rity  and  advauccBieDt  of  that  diataoi 
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coloay  would,  he  was  8are»  feel  a  great 
•Dxiety  that  ibe  proposed  inquiry  should 

be  made. 

Mr.  Maiming  obsenred»  it  was  not  diffi- 
cult to  make  accusations  of  the  nature  of 
fejkose  now  under  com(ideration»  when  the 
object  ttf  them  was  many  thousand  miles 
distantt  and  unable  to  offer  any  defence. 
Governor  Mao^ttarrie»  to  his  knowledge, 
was  a  man  of  high  honour  and  character* 
He  thad  serred  in  the  Bombay  army  for 
eighteen  years  with  di^tiDguished  reputa- 
Cioa,  and  had  also  been  for  aome  years 
under  the  earl  of  Harrington  oa  the  staff 
of  the  London  district,  where  he  was  well 
known  and  greatly  respected.  It  ought 
to  be  considered  that  the  greatest  sul^r- 
dination  was  indispensable  arooog  such 
fiersoas  as  those  who  resided  in  New 
fiouth  Wales.  Under  all  the  circnm- 
atances,  therefore,  he  trusted  gentlemen 
srould  suspend  their  judgment,  until  a  full 
opportunity  was  allowed  for  the  dcve- 
Jopement  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

General  Mart  had  been  acquainted  for 
thirty  years  with  the  eallant  officer  in 
question,  and  declared  that  he  had  never 
Known  a  man  of  more  unquestionable 
character,  or  one  who  appeared  to  him 
to  be  less  capable  of  any  unjust  or  harsh 


Mr.  Forbes  trusted  that  the  most  vigor* 
oas  and  expeditious  measures  would  be 
taken,  in  order  to  inquire  into  the  con^ 
duct  of  governor  Macquarrie.  Such  mea* 
aures,  it  had  been  intimated,  had  been 
taken:  whether  or  not  they  might  not 
have  been  more  effectually  taken  than 
they  had  been,  or  been  instituted  throu^  a 
better  channel  than  that  adopted,  he  would 
not  now  inquire.  He  had  only  one  ob* 
aervatioB  at  present  to  make;  it  was  a 
most  extraordinary  circumstance  that  the 
House  was  informed,  one  day,  ofoppres- 
aions  said  to  have  been  exercised  by  the 
governor  as  against  the  free  settlers ;  and, 
on  another  day,  of  oppressions  against 
the  convicts.  He  thought  it  fair  to  mfer, 
therefore,  that  in  point  of  fact  the  gover- 
nor bad  acted  impartifdly  to  them  both. 
The  hen.  and  learned  gentleman  had  al* 
Ittded  to  the  governor's  having  laid  a  re« 
atriction  on  the  importation  of  spirits  into 
Mew  South  Wales,  which  reHriction  he 
appeared  to  consider  unwarrantable.  It 
would  be  obvious  how  necessary  such  a 
restriction  was  for  the  welfare  of  the  co- 
lony. He  himself  knew  of  one  instance 
of  this  nature.  A  vessel  had  sailed  from 
India  for  New  Suuth  Wales,  laden  entirely 


wiifa  spirits,  and  on  her  arrival  she  was 
refused  admittance  into  the  port,  and  ob« 
liged  to  return  without  discharaing  her 
cargo.  Now,  that  vessel  was  partly  owned 
by  persons  who  had  been  lone  on  a  most 
intimate  footing  with  governor  Macqaarria; 
this  at  least  bore  testimony  to  hb  impar* 
tiality.    There  was  one  circumstance  that 
he  would  mention,  as  it  served  to  set  tba 
governor's  conduct  in  a  just  light,  in  re* 
gard  to  his  determination  to  protect  die 
convicts  against  the  free-settlers.    Whan 
he  first  went  out,  he  found  that  theve  waa 
a  regulation,  which  was  observed  by  the 
judge,  that  no  person  who  had  been  a 
coovict,  should  ever  be  permitted  to  prac« 
tise  in  the  courts,  either  as  a  solicitor  or 
barrister.     It  happened,  however,  that 
many  persons  of  talent,  who  had  unfortu* 
nately  paid  the  forfeit  of  the  laws,  were 
at  that  time  free,  and  resident  in  the  set# 
tiement.     This   regulation  would   have 
thrown  a  monopoly  of  all  the  buaiaesa 
and  practice  of  the  courts  bto  the  hands 
of  one  person,  who  had  gone  out  thither 
with  the  judffe.  Governor  Macquarrie  re- 
solved to  allow  individuals  who  had  beea 
hitherto  excluded,  to  practise ;  and  in  the 
exercise  of  his  authority,    ordered  the 
judge  to  receive  them  as  barristers  aad  so« 
licitors  accordingly.    This  measure  waa 
afterwards  communicated  to  his  majesty'a 
government,  and  received  its  approbation. 
On  the  part  of  governor  Macquarrie,  he 
feh  convinced,  that  that  gentleman  would 
be  most  solicitous  to  meet  everjr  inquiry 
it  might  be  deemed  proper  to  institute. 
The  petitioners  would,  ne  hoped,  very 
soon  be  able  to  seek  fer  redress  in  any 
manner  that  might  aeem  good  to  them  ( 
as,  if  he  was  not  mbinformed,  governor 
Macquarrie  had  long  expressed  his  wish  to 
be  allowed  to  return  home. 

Mr.  WUSerforce  entirely  concurred  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  in  the 
general  principles  laid  down  by  him  in  hia 
speech.  At  tne  same  time,  he  could  not 
deny  to  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
spoxen  last,  the  force  of  many  of  the  ar» 
guments  he  had  advanced,  as  to  the  op* 
pressions  stated  to  have  been  exeVcised 
by  the  governor  against  the  settlers  and 
the  convicts.  It  was  very  possible  that 
he  might  ultimately  prove  to  have  held  a 
middle  course  between  them;  but  he 
could  not  infer  the  same  presumption  of 
impartiality  on  the  governor's  part,  on  ac- 
count of  his  having  been  said  to  have  op* 
pressed  both  parties.  He  had  the  plea- 
sure of  a  short  acquaintance  with  gover- 
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nor  Mecquarrie  before  he  vent  out  to  New 
South  Wales^  and  he  was  impressed  with 
a  most  GiYourable  opinion  of  the  goodness 
of  his  intentions,  and  of  his  fitness  for  his 
appointment.    The  conversations  which 
he  had  had  with  that  gentleman,  had  af- 
forded him  much  gratification,  and  he  al- 
ways struck  him  as  being  a  gallant  soldier, 
well  qualified  for  the  service  he  was  about 
to  undertake.    If  he  recurred  with  plea- 
sure to  those  conversations,  at  the  same 
time  he  could  not  forget  the  principles 
which  he  had  imbibed  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British  constitution,  which  he 
had  been  taught  to  identify  with  that  con- 
Btitution— principles  which  habit  and  ex- 
perience had  taught  him  to  reverence,  and 
which  had  been  inculcated  from  his  ear- 
liest childhood.     From   those   he    had 
learned,  that  the  possession  of  absolute 
power  was  at  all  times  one  of  the  most 
dangerous  gifts  that  could  be  intrusted  to 
an  individual ;  and  with  all  his  respect  for 
ffovemor  Macquarrie,  he  would  confess, 
that  he  should  think  him  something  more 
than  human,  if,  vested  with  almost  uncon- 
trolled authority,  his  conduct  had  not 
been  in  some  degree  affiscted  bv  that  cir- 
cumstance.   It  commonly  had  the  dan- 
^rous  effect  of  shutting  up,  or  of  corrupt- 
ing, the  channels  of  information  to  him 
who  was  so  unhappy  as  to  possess  it.*-* 
The  hon.  gentleman  then  detailed  the  cir- 
cumstances of  a  prosecution  for  a  gross 
libel  brought  by  a  captain  in  New  South 
Wales,  against  the  secretary  to  the  co- 
lony, and  in  which,  though  a  verdict  had 
been  found  against  the  defendant,  with 
damages  for  200L  which  by  law  was  irre- 
versible, the  secretary  had,  after  trial, 
given  notice  that  he  would  appeal  to  the 

governor.  Of  the  issue  of  the  business  he 
ad  not  received  an  account ;  but  he  had 
learned,  that  the  captain  had  been  turned 
out  of  the  barracks  in  a  most  disgraceful 
manner.  The  hon.  gentleman  then  pro- 
ceeded to  observe,  that  he  understood 
that  the  commission  proposed  to  be  sent 
out  consisted  of  one  person  only.  Now, 
really,  that  individual  must  have  more 
than  mortal  powers  of  discernment,  if  he 
was  to  decide  at  once  upon  what  was  the 
real  state  of  the  case,  in  matters  upon 
which  there  had  been  a  difference  of  state- 
roenL  A  greater,  a  more  impossible  task 
he  could  not  conceive.  The  petition 
stated  several  grievances,  which,  if  true, 
the  House,  he  was  sure,  would  feel  itself 
called  upon  instantly  to  remedy.  But 
what  would  (hat  House  say,  if  he  should 
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proceed  to  state  the  horrible  state  of  the 
female  convicts,  who  were  wandering 
about  the  settlement  literally  without  food 
or  shelter,  associating  with  the  male  con- 
victs, who  were  in  a  state  little  better 
than  themselves?  Those  wretched  and 
unhappy  women,  with  tears  in  their  eyes, 
had  repeatedly  applied  to  the  magistrates 
for  relief,  expressing  their  detestation  of 
thfit  dreadful  subsistence  which  poverty 
and  want  compelled  them  to  resort  to. 
But  the  best  evidence  of  their  deplorable 
situation  would  be  found  in  the  feeling 
letter  of  a  magistrate,  who  had  declared, 
that  he  would  prefer  following  the  many 
victims  which  disease  and  want  carried  to 
the  grave,  than  find  himself  unable  to  al- 
leviate their  sufibrings.  It  had  been  pro- 
posed, some  time  back,  to  build  a  bar- 
rack for  them ;  and  in  February  last  he 
(Mr.  W.)  had  received  a  letter,  stating 
that  it  was  in  proeress ;  but  what  was  to 
be  done  for  their  tuture  provision  ?  Un- 
happily, there  were  at  this  moment  in  the 
river,  150  female  convicts  going  out  to 
New  South  Wales.  He  was  anxious  for 
inquiry  abo,  on  thb  additional  ground, 
that  governor  Macquarrie  might  be  made 
acquainted  with  all  that  was  known  in  this 
country.  It  might  be,  that  he  had  ex- 
pressed himself  with  too  much  warmth  re- 
specting that  gentleman,  and  he  must 
irankly  state,  that  it  was  within  his  own 
knowledge  that  he  had  been  appointed  by 
his  noble  friend  (lord  Bathurst}  upon 
nothine  like  what  was  called  the  interest 
made  ror  him,  but  solely  because  he  was 
deemed  an  able,  active,  and  disinterested 
man.  The  House,  he  was  sure,  would 
not  fail  to  keep  in  mind  the  difficulties  of 
his  situation,  and  the  many  examples 
there  had  been  of  good  and  humane  men, 
who,  when  placed  in  offices  of  great  autho- 
rity, and  under  little  control,  had  beien 
led  into  acts  altogether  incompatible  with 
their  former  character.  It  had  been  re* 
marked,  in  ancient  times,  of  an  eminent 
individual,  «<  major  j^rivato  visus  dum  pri- 
vatus  fuit,  et  ommum  consensu  capax 
imperii,  nisi  imperasseL'  Who  was  so 
ignorant  as  not  to  know,  that  this  was  too 

fenerally  characteristic  of  human  nature  f 
lut  it  was  also  to  be  recollected,  that  the 
condition  of  the  persons  sent  to  that  colony 
demanded  also  their  serious  consideration. 
One  of  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
sent  was,  their  amendment,  under  a  sys- 
tem of  government  which  should  at  least 
affiyrd  some  image  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion.   It  appeared  to  him,  that  it  would 
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be  prudent  to  make  it  an  instraction  to 
the  committee  now  sitting,  to  investigate 
the  state  of  gaols,  to  receive  information 
also  respecting  the  circumstances  of  the 
settlement  in  New  South  Wales.  The 
consequence  of  such  an  instruction,  he 
would  undertake  to  say,  would  be  to  pro- 
cure a  fund  of  knowledge  in  a  very  few 
days,  which  would  do  more  to  qualify  the 
commissioner  who  was  going  out,  for  the 
execution  of  his  office,  than  any  directions 
that  he  might  receive.  He  could  not  for- 
get that  we  were  still  sending  out  cargoes 
of  miserable  beings  to  that  distant  colony, 
and  it  was  most  important  that  their  pas- 
sage should  be  freed,  as  much  as  was  pos- 
sible, from  those  causes  of  suffering  that 
were  in  themselves  inimical  to  moral  re- 
formation. This  remark  was  not  made 
without  some  knowledge,  that  great  good 
had  been  already  effected  by  the  exertions 
of  one  or  two  individuals.  He  had  not 
intended  to  say  any  thing  harsh  of  gover- 
nor Macquarrie,  wnom  he  believed  to  be  a 
fallant  and  respectable  officer,  but  the 
[ouse  had  a  duty  to  perform,  not  only  to 
governors  and  officers  in  high  command, 
but  to  those  helpless  and  unhappy  persons 
who  could  look  to  no  other  protection. 
Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  subject,  he 
concurred  in  thinking,  that  the  call  for 
investigation  was  urjgent  and  irresistible. 

Sir  James  Machfitosh  said,  he  should 
consider  himself  inexcusable,  if,  after 
what  bad  taken  place,  he  prolonged  the 
conversation  on  the  subject*  The  circum- 
stances of  the  case  were  such  as  to  call  for 
an  immediate  and  efficient  inquiry.  The 
friends  of  governor  Macquarrie,  as  be- 
came their  regard  for  his  reputation  and 
iheir  2eal  for  his  honour  were  loud  and 
unanimous  in  their  call  for  inquiry.  To 
say  a  single  word  more  in  aid  of  the  argu- 
ment for  inquiry,  would  be  merely  a  waste 
of  the  time  of  the  House.  He  rose,  there- 
fore, for  the  sole  object  of  avoiding  being 
misunderstood,  to  repeat  his  testimony  in 
favour  of  governor  Macquarrie.  Having 
long  and  intimately  known  that  ffentleman, 
he  was  bound  to  state  (what he  had  indeed 
before  stated),  that  he  always  considered 
him  a  man  of  high  honour  and  humanity. 
From  all  the  observations  which  he  had 
been  able  to  make  of  governor  Maoquar- 
ries's  conduct  durin|^  the  period  of  his 
acauaintance  with  him,  he  did  not  think 
it  likely  that  he  would  ever  be  induced  to 
deviate  from  those  principles  and  from 
that  character,  whicn  he  maintained  at 
the  period  to  which  he  alluded. 


Mr.  Goulbum  thought  it  his  duty  to 
offer  a  few  observations  on  the  subject. 
All  were  agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of  an 
inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  colony. 
The  only  difference  of  opinion  was,  wiUi 
respect  to  the  precise  mode  in  which  that 
inquiry  ought  to  be  conducted.  The 
learnt  sentleman  had  stated,  and  truly 
stated,  that  the  condition  of  New  South, 
Wales  was  snch  as  to  render  some  reform^ 
necessary ;  to  which,  however,  the  learned 
gentleman  had  most  justly  added,  that  the 
imperfections  existing  in  the  administra- 
tion of  that  colony  were  attributable  more 
to  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  it 
was  placed  than  to  the  character  of  the 
individual  placed  at  the  head  of  the  go- 
vernment. It  bad  been  truly  observed  by 
the  learned  gentleman,  that  at  the  outset 
of  governor  Mi^cauarrie's  administratioa 
the  state  of  the  colony  was  such  as  ren- 
dered it  necessary  to  invest  the  ao- 
vemor  with  greater  authority  than  that 
possessed  by  the  governor  of  any  other 
colony.  The  materials  of  which  that  co- 
lony was  composed  were  so  extremely 
combustible  that  it  required  a  strong  com- 
pressive force  to  prevent  them  from  burst- 
ing into  flames.  When  the  learned  gen- 
tleman drew  a  distinction  between  the 
conduct  that  ought  to  be  observed  towards 
the  convicts  and  the  free  settlers,  he 
begged  him  to  recollect,  that  if  it  was 
necessary  to  discipline  with  severity  those 
who  were  sent  to  the  colony  for  crime,  it 
was  necessary  that  .the  free  part  of  the  in- 
habitants should  be  placea  under  greal 
restraint,  with  the  view  of  enforcing  the 
regulations  against  the  offending  part  of 
the  community.  He  would  not  enter  into 
the  reasons  for  this.  It  was  evident  that 
if,  wi^out  any  regard  to  circumstances, 
the  free  part  of  the  community  were  left 
with  power  to  administer  to  the  vices,  or 
to  the  excitement  of  the  convict  portion 
of  the  community,  the  tranquillity  of  the 
colony  could  not  long  be  maintained. 
The  fact  was,  that  when  an  insurrection 
did  break  out  in  the  colony,  the  greater 
part  of  those  by  whom  it  was  instisated 
and  conducted  were  of  the  dass  of  free 
settlers.  He  stated  this,  not  with  any 
view  to  exempt  the  governor  from^he 
consequences  of  making  any  improper 
use  ofthe  authority  vestM  in  him,  if  such 
improper  use  had  been  made;  but  he 
wished  to  impress  on  the  House,  that 
when  the  laws  ofthe  colony  were  broken, 
either  by  settler  or  by  convict,  the  settler 
had  no  right  to  complain  if  he  was  subject 
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to  the  s&me  punmhmenf  cA  the  convict  in 
tlmiiar  cifcumsfances.  Thig  brought  hinr 
t6  the  case  of  one  of  th^  petitioners  Va- 
lenthie  Bhike,  a  free  settler,  who  with 
two  associates  (convicts)  was  subjected 
to  ptinishntent  for  a  violatidn  of  the  kiw  of 
the  colonj.  It  had  been  truly  observed, 
bj  the  learned  gentleman,  tiinc  the 
grievance  of  that  person  had  been  before 
stated  in  the  House.  If,  therefore,  it  had 
net  been  inqik^d  into^by  the  department 
0f  his  mejesfy's  government  in  which  he 
iMid  the  honour  eo  serve,  that  department 
would  have  been  guflty  of  great  neglect. 
An  inqoiry  had  however  been  instituted. 
The  circumstances  appeared  to  be  these : 
there  was  a  large  place  in  the  colony  with 
Walls  and  gates  similar  to  Hyde  Park,  to 
whieh"  the  inhabitants  bad  free  access  at 
Stated  periods.  '  The  walls  of  this  park, 
however,  were  frequently  broken  aown, 
and  an  kinds  of  improprieties  and  irregu- 
Isriftes  were  in  conseqtience  committed. 
This  pifactice  prevailed  for  a  considerable 
time  without  notice ;  but  at  last  the  go- 
ternor  thought  it  proper  to  issuea  procla- 
BMfioii,  that  any  person  fomid  in  the  act 
of  breaking  down  the  waFI,  and  thereby 
comtnifting  a  trespass,  should  be  punish- 
ed«  the  punishment  for  such  an  offence 
being  in  new  South  Wales  corporal  pu- 
nishfoent.  It  so  happened  that  this  Blake, 
with  his  two  convict  associates,  were  some 
time  after  caught  in  the  act  of  breaking 
down  the  wall,  and  the  governor  imme* 
diatefy  ordered  the  denunciation  which 
h^d  been  issued  to  be  carried  into  effect. 
He  repeated  that  it  was,  and  had  been, 
the  constant  prafctice  in  the  colony,  to 
inflict  corporal  punishment  for  offences 
which  undoubtedly  were  not  liable  to  pu* 
nishment  of  that  nature  in  this  country. 
This  fact  was  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  1812.  As  no  observation 
was  made  on  that  report,  it  was  natural 
for  governor  Macquarrie  to  conclude, 
that  therewas  no  objection  to  the  practice. 
He  was  sore  that  if  the  learned  gentleman 
were  to  ask,  as  he  (Mr.  Goulburn)  had 
repeatedly  done,  those  settlers  who  came 
from  the  colony,  whether  punishment 
Was  moderately  or  immoderately  inflicted, 
be  would  find  their  invariable  opinion  to 
be»  that  if  any  error  existed,  it  was  that 
the  punishments  were  too  mild.«— With  re- 
spect to  Williams,  he  had  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  that  person's  case.  It  would 
▼ery  properly  become  one  of  the  subjects 
of  the  inquiry  about  to  be  instituted. 
He  dme  new  to  the  topic  of  the  tax« 


Ne^  Satah  Walesa  [1 136 

ation  of  the  colony.  As  to  the  duty 
on  spfritSi  the  House  perhaps  were  not 
aware,  that  from  the  very  first  establish* 
ment  of  the  colony,  it  had  beeti  const* 
dered  of  great  importance  to  subject  them 
to  a  heavy  impost;  just  as  hi  this  country 
the  necessity  was  evident  of  preventing 
the  introduction  of  spirits  into  our  gaots 
and  penitentiarr  honses.  That  duty  in 
New  South  Wales  was  raised  or  lowered 
according  to  the  particular  circumstances 
of  the  time.  On  a  late  occasion,  several 
persons  bod  refused  to  pay  the  duty,  and 
their  representations  brought  the  matter 
for  the  first  time  under  the  consideratioit 
of  his  majesty's  government.  He  might 
be  accused  of  negligence  in  not  having 
sooner  adverted  to  tl^  circumstance.  The 
fact  was,  however,  that  when  be  came  to 
the  oflfcc  whidi  he  had  the  honour  to  fiH; 
he  found  those  duties  in  existence,  and 
not  understanding  that  any  compfoinf  had 
been  made  respecting  them,  he  did  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  institute  any  inquiry 
as  to  their  legality.  When,  however,  the 
representations  to  which  he  bad  idluded 
were  made  to  the  colonial  department,  bis 
noble  friend  at  the  head  of  that  depdrt* 
ment,  directed  that  the  case  should  be  re«> 
ferred  to  the  consideration  of  the  law  o& 
fieers  of  the  Crown.  Their  opinion  was 
consonant  to  that  delivered  by  the  learned 
gentleman,  namely,  thst  the  levying  of 
the  duty  in  question  was  iflegaL  That 
opinion  had  been  giveti  only  within  th^ 
last  fortnight ;  and  it  would  be  his  dot^ 
in  a  short  time  to  submit  to  the  House  A 
measure  by  which  the  necessary  restnrinU 
on  the  importation  of  spirits  into  New 
South  Wales  might  be  legafly  imposed^ 
In  answer  to  the  questions  of  the  learned 
gentleman  with  respect  to  the  amount  and 
disposal  of  the  duties,  he  had  to  ^j^  that 
he  was  not  prepared  to  state  the  amount^ 
but  that  the  disposal  was  the  same  as  that 
in  every  other  colony.  In  every  colony 
there  was  a  treasurer,  who  was  bound  to 
issue  money  only  on  the  warrant  of  the 
governor.  The  governor  was  responsible 
tor  the  warrants  which  he  gave  to  his  ma* 
jesty's  government,  who  determined  who* 
ther  the  expenses  authorised  by  him  were 
justifiable  or  not.  This  had  been  the  prto- 
tiee  at  New  South  Wales,  as  well  as  at 
every  other  eolony,  and  in  no  case  had 
any  mconvenience  resulted  from  it.— Ad* 
verting  to  the  commission  of  inouiry  about 
to  proceed  to  New  South  Wanes,  he  ob- 
served, that  the  hon.  member  for  Bramber 
seemed  to  think  that  if  that  commisiioA 
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nr^re  cffaxfo^  of  three  p(ieijjbeiiB»  instead 
qf  jcQx^u^g  oi  op^f  thff  qtyecta  contem- 
^iat»e4  hv'it  wimki  with  oi^rv  fju^Utj  ^e 
■m;cpmpl«^^A>  ^9  woudd  ji^y  Qpthiv^  pf 
^e  Ejection  JWtfing  to  the  a{)poiotment 
4k(  nmy  pecfom  P  H  coi9m|8«OQ  ^or  an 
4nquii7  jn^p  the  #tate  of  a  distant  colony, 
jn.cpQS^iieili^  of  the  prpbability  of  their 
WM^^em^i  |br  q{  that  objection  the 
bop.  gei^tteinin  appei^red  to  be  aware. 
3«t  JiewQ^ld  state  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
what  he  ^fought  the  hon.  gentleman  Uhd 
knovo,  nameqr»  the  extreme  diffici|lty  of 
l^riicyjripg  ^ny  persopf  for  the  oQce  who 
.Wpre  ^tf4iA^  to  execute  it.  The  C9111- 
missipp  about  to  be  issued  was  thought  of 
so  long  ago  as  1617*  It  was  then  oeter- 
.qiipiEid  9poB»  and  he  declared  inost  so- 
lemnly that  the  delay  had  arisen  from  the 
diffit^tUtjriKhicb  his  ppble  friend  had  expe- 
^pcad M^pfocuriog a  person  who  would 
receipt  of  4he  p0ice  in  question.  He  did 
j)Pt  rn^sp  to  asy  that  there  were  not  plen^ 
4>f  periooswho  would  gladly  have  accepted 
t)»e  4fificf^  pf  cpopmiisioncr ;  bi)t  the  object 
.vfSy  tp  aalect  an  individual  who  would  dis- 
^rg^4be  duties  of  that  office  efficiently. 
JSuchaiDan  fiiaa.been  /pupd  in  the  gen- 
llemap^#pppif>tad|  and.  such  a  man  he  did 
ppt  helipye^hp  hon.  member  for  Braipber 
voiild  he  a^le  to  find,  wero  be  to  be  al- 
lowed apniber  year  and  a  half  in  the 
aearch.  The  secretarv  tp  the  commission 
ulao  wa§  sp  well  quslined  for  the  under- 
falcingi  ^pt  e?en  if  puy  accident  were  to 
bappen  to  jMr.  Biggs,  which  he  was  sure 
nrpmd  be  deeply  tp  be  lamented,  thatgen- 
tlenpap  w^ifia  be  quite  competent  to  com* 
plete  the  ol^ect  pfthe  commission. 

ftlr.  J^e9$i0t  denied  that  the  gOTernor 
bad  the  power  of  ounishing  civil  offisipces 
by  Gorppcal  punispment.  By  the  act  of 
Mriisfient  crifies  oommitted  in  New 
South  .Wal^s  could  be  punished  only  as 
(limilar  .Crimea  were  punished  10  this  coun- 
try. The  sioaie  difference  was,  that  in 
New  South  Wales  trial  hj  jury  was  not 
Mpessanr  if  the  alleged  crime  were  com* 
psitted  by  a  convict.  Corporal  punish- 
nent  w|w  illi^ly  inflicted  tor  a  treq^, 
i9r  for  aoy  other  civil  offence.  Having 
esiercisea  aa  arbitary  power  of  taxation 
fyf  upwfrds  of  twwty  yaavs,  the  hpn. 

E^fwn  npw  came  fprward  and  said,  at 
h  we  £nd  we  b^ve  been  wrp^g,  we 
_  t  tp  have  had  ^e  saoctioa  pf  an  act 
fii  parliament  for  what  we  have  been 
dajiu^  Fpr  hi«[iself,  he  highly  approved 
m  tGe.  tax  po  sbiiits ;  bis  on%r  pigectipn 
4MIS,  4p  the  mooe  of  imppfiM  that  tax. 


He  was  ready  to  allow  that  th^  t^x  on 
spirits  was  imposed  for  the  puvpos^  pf 
mafntaining  an  orphan  school,  aieid  9thQr 
charitable  objeqts ;  but,  however,  praisp- 
worthy  this  object  might  be,  stUl  it  djd 
not  giy^  a  right  tp  take  moxiey  from  the 
pockets  of  the  suly^cts*  There  were  also 
port  duti^  leviacL  Wh^t  right  had  tue 
harbour  master  to  collect  any  such  duties? 
Hid  not  the  lion,  gentleman  kuqw  that  a 
tax  was  levied  on  each  ship  that  entered 
the  colony,  and  on  each  seaman  i  At  |iU 
events,  tne  governor  ought  not  to  |m 
purred  to  posfies^  the  arbitrary  .po|ii(^r 
whioh  he  bad  hitherto  \kad»  it  ma  go* 
vernor  had  had  a  council|  non^  of  the  pb- 
jectiooable  acts  of  which  they  bad  heanl 
wpuld,  he  believed^  have  taken  pku^. 
A  i^etter  natured,  pr  a  better  disposed 
man  thap  JN^r,  Macquarrie,  hebel|eve4» 
did  not  exist ;  this  .was  allowed  even  by 
jihope  who  coo^plaiaed  qf  having, been  iq- 
iured  by  him*  There  was  qoniiethiqg, 
however,  in  the  nature  of  arbitrary  power 
that  tended  to  corrupt  even  (he  be^t  men. 
As  loi^  as  arbitrary  power  w(^^  v^t€>d  ioi 
any  individual  at  the  oth^i:  ^idi;  pf  ijjie 

glpbe,  the  Bpu^  wpuhi  npcepfuily  .^ 
esieged  wi^  complaints.  I'e^ifC^  with 
bis  hon.  friend  (he  necessity  of  an  imme- 
diate inqjLiiry  into  the  state, pt  this  colqny, 
he  gave  notjce  (hat  on  Friday  next  be 
sboiud  move  that  it  be  an  instruction  to 
the  committee  on  gaols  V  anter  imma* 
djately  on  thi^  investigation. 

Mr.  Brougham  isaid,  the  common  law 
was  the  law  pf  New  Sputh  Wale^,  as  wdl 
as  of  England,  with  oneexceptipn,  namely, 
as  to  the  mode  of  trii^l,  which  wa^  pecu- 
liar to  that  colony,  and  whigh  it  ha4 
under  a^  act  of  parliament.  This  was 
not  the  qise  \n  mattJeri  of  taxation  only, 
bat  alsp  in  all  other  subjects  whatever- 
The  case  was  different  when  the  Crowo 
conquered  a  colony  jure  icUi,  whi^h  belli- 
gerent right  remained  in  force  .till  the 
Crown  was  divested  of  it«  But  when 
Englislupen  discovered  a  country  either 
uninhabited  or  inhabited  only  bv  a  hand- 
ful of  people,  like  N^w  South  Wales, 
these  Englishmen  parried  out  with  them 
the  law  of  En^and.  The  common  law 
was  the  bir(h-nght  of  everv  Epglishman. 
Ordered  to  lie  ox^  the  table 

• 

Statute  Law  of  Scotland  iv  Da- 
.auaTupa.]  Sir  John  Nevfort  said^  tho 
s|«bjact  to  which  he  was  about  tp  c^  4ie 
altantioa  of  the  Bouse  was  ORI^  i^.fas/ 
4P«i|t  importance.    The  ^bjecl  |f  b\s  jm* 
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tion  wai  to  obtain  informatioti  as  to  the 
•tate  of  the  law  of  Scotland,  as  to  what 
acts  of  the  leralature  were  deemed  by 
the  ooorts  of  that  coootry  to  be  m  force, 
and  what  acts  were  deemed  to  be  in  de- 
suetude. When  he  had  last  brought  the 
subject  before  the  House,  the  teamed 
Lord  Advocate  had  read  him  a  lecture 
on  his  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  Scotland. 
It  had  astonished  hinr,  and  he  thought  it 
would  astoniah  every  person  who  did  not 
belong  to  that  part  of  the  empire,  to  learn 
^titsjud^  united  in  themsdves  judi- 
eial  and  legislative  powers;  that  they  had, 
as  was  stated  by  the  learned  lord,  the 

C>wer  of  declaring  what  acts  of  the  legis- 
ture  were  now  binding  on  the  people, 
and  what  were  no  longer  in  force;  and 
that  they  exercised  this  power  without 
control.  The  House  ought  to  know  what 
Hnrits  there  were  to  this  power  of  the 
courts  of  session  and  justiciary  in  Scot- 
land, and  whether  these  acts  were  bind- 
ing in  the  other  courts  of  judicature.  He 
Jiroposed  to  brine  the  whole  subject  be- 
bre  the  House,  Uiat  they  might  see  whe- 
ther this  power,  which  if^^ezercised  at  aU, 
ought  to  be  exercised  only  under  the 
control  of  the  legislature,  was  reallj  as- 
sumed by  the  courts  of  session  and  justi- 
cmry.  He  had  adopted  the  course  of 
noving  a  naddress  to  the  Prince  Regent 
to  derect  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  this 
aabiect.  This  would  leave  the  subject 
with  government.  He  could  anticipate 
no  objection  to  his  motion.  He  thought 
that  so  valuable  a  part  of  the  empire  of 
•which  the  people  were  distin|;uished  bv 
their  ability,  intelligence,  spirit  and  gal- 
lantry, ought  not  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  a 
court  of  judicature.  He  had  been  told 
that  the  judges  of  Scotland  not  only  de- 
clared entire  statutes  to  be  in  a  state  of 
desuetude,  but  also  declared  parts  of  sta- 
tutes to  be  in  desuetude,  while  other 
parts  remained  in  force.  Was  it  to  be 
tolerated,  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
united  kingdom  should  remain  in  a  state 
like  this?  He  should  therefore  move, 
**  That  an  bumble  address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  hi^hnoM  the  Prince  Regent, 
praying  Uiat  his  Royal  Hi^ness  may  be 
pleased  to  direct  an  inquiry  to  be  insti- 
todod  into  the  nature,  extent,  and  limits 
of  the  power  exercised  by  the  lords  of 
session,  judges  of  the  court  of  justi- 
ciary, and  barons  of  the  exchequer,  in 
Scotland,  of  declaring  any  part  of  the 
statute  law  of  the  land  remaining  with- 
out repeal  on  the  statute  book,  to  be  m 


desuetude,  or  obsolete,  and  no  longer  of 
force  to  bind  his  majesty's  subjects  of 
that  part  of  the  united  kingdom ;  and,  in 
particular,  into  the  authority  from  whence 
such  power  is  derived,  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  courts  of  justice  promulgate 
their  decisions  upon  these  questions  to 
the  people  of  Scotland,  and  how  far  the 
decisions  of  any  court  of  justice  there- 
upon are  held  to  bind  their  successors  in 
s^ch  court,  and  the  judges  in  the  other 
courts  of  justice,  finail  v  and  irrevocably ; 
and  to  pray  his  royal  highness,  that  the 
result  of  such  Inquiry,  together  with  a 
list  of  such  statutes,  or  parts  of  statutes, 
as  have  been  declared  to  be  in  desuetude, 
may  be  laid  before  the  House." 

The  Lord  Advocate  thought,  consider- 
ing the  eulogium  which  die  right  hon. 
baronet  bad  passed  on  the  natives  of  Scot- 
land, it  might  have  been  expected,  that 
if  the  power  so  reprobated  had  been  of 
that  grievous  description,  at  least  some 
one  of  those  natives  would  ere  this  have 
raised  his  voice  against  it  in  that  House. 
But,  since  the  year  1707,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent moment,  no  person  belonging  to  that 
country  had  ever  complained  of  the  power 
in  question.     The  right  hon  baronet  had 

Eroceeded  altogether  under  a  misappre- 
ension.  In  the  first  place,  the  courts  of 
session  and  justiciary  never  declared  that 
statutes  were  no  longer  binding  on  the  na- 
tives of  Scotland ;  but  it  was  a  funda- 
mental principle,  coeval  with  the  law  of 
that  country,  and  a  principle  in  that  great 
code  on  which  the  law  of  Scotland  was 
founded,  and  which  was  the  law  of  all  the 
countries  of  Europe,  with  the  exoeptioa 
of  England,  namely  the  civil  law,  that 
laws  enacted  by  the  legislature,  by  con- 
trary consuetude  fell  into  desuetude, 
or  became  obsolete.  The  right  hoob 
baronet  had  stated  tha  as  an  assumed 
power  contrary  to  law.  But  he  would 
read  a  passage  from  the  principle  institn^ 
tional  writer  of  that  country,  Mr.  Erskine, 
who  stated  the  Isw  in  these  terms  [Here 
the  learned  lord  read  a  passage  in  which 
it  was  declared,  that  as  a  posterior  statute 
explained  or  repealed  a  former  statute,  so 
a  posterior  custom  derogated  from  the 
autho/ity  of  a  prior  statute.]  This  brin- 
dple  was  also  laid  down  b^  lord  Stair, 
one  of  the  most  constitutional  writers 
Scotland  had  ever  produced.  But  thia 
matter  did  not  rest  with  iostitutiooal  wri- 
ters, nor  the  decisions  of  courts,  recog* 
nized  by  the  House  of  Lords ;  but  it  was 
also  recogniaed  in  the  great  foundgtion  of 
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the  ooottitutioiial  liberties  of  Scotlandi 
the  daim  of  rights*  ia  which  one  of  the 

gOQodt  oa  which  the  parliament  of  Scot- 
id  declared  king  James  had  forfeited 
his  crown,  was  his  having  prosecuted  his 
subjects  on  old  and  obsolete  laws.  This 
power  was  not  a  subject  of  complaint 
with  the  people  of  Scotland.  They  had 
never  raised  tneir  voices  against  it.  The 
judges  of  Scotland  had  never' yet  issued 
one  decree  pronouncing  any  law  of  the 
united  parliament  to  be  in  desuetude; 
and  if  gentlemen  would  look  into  the  sta- 
tute law  of  Scotland,  which  was  all  con- 
tamed  in  three  small  pocket  volumes, 
they  would  find  manv  or  the  statutes  not 
very  applicable  to  the  present  state  of 
i^rs.  .There  was  one  law  which  htf  be- 
lieved the  right  hon..1>aronet  was  not  am- 
bitious of  violating ;  but  it  did  not  ac- 
cord with  the  sentiments  of  many  of  his 
countrymep,  who  frequently  honoured 
the  people  of  Scotland  with  their  visits. 
There  was  a  statute  against  the  importa- 
tion of  the  Irish ;  and  every  Scotchman 
was  liable  to  pains  and  penalties  for  im* 
porting  them  mio  the  country  [a  laugh]. 
There  were  also  laws  against  the  exporta- 
tion of  black  cattle  or  eggs. 

Mr.  Hume  considered  the  inhabitants 
of  Scotland  as  greatly  obliged  to  the 
ritfht  hon«  baronet  for  the  pains  he  had 
taken  in  bringing  the  laws  of  Scotland 
before  the  House.  He  was  far  from 
thinkine  that,  because  no  individuals 
from  Gotland  had  raised  their  voice 
against  the  power  in  Question,  there 
were  therefore  no  grounos  of  complaint 
against  it.  Such  was  the  state  of  the 
law  of  Scotland  at  this  moment,  that 
h  was  Impossible  for  any  man  before  he 
went  into  court  to  know  whether  any 
law  was  in  force  or  noU  But  the  court 
of  session  not  only  decided  what  laws 
were,  or  were  not  in  force ;  they  passed 
what  were  called  acts  of  sederunt,  settmg 
aside  the  law  of  the  land.  Lord  president 
Hope  had  declared  that  acts  of  sederunt 
suspended  the  law  of  the  land.  It  had 
also  been  stoited  from  the  Bench,  as  ap- 
peared from  Buchanan's  Reports  of  Se- 
markable  Cases — *<  I  do  not  care  what  an 
act  of  parliament  says  on  the  subject,  for 
I  know  there  is  a  power  paramount  to 
acts  of  parliament,  namely,  the  court 
of  session.  In  several  cases  sreat  in- 
justice had  taken  place,  from  the  court 
of  session  having,  by  acts  of  sederunt, 
declared  the  provtsioos  of  acu  of  parlia- 
neot  BO  longer  in  force*    By  the  Scotch 


act  of  1540,  the  subjecto  bad  a  tight  to 
bring  their  grievances  before  the  courts  hi 
person ;  but  in  consequence  of  an  act  of 
sederunt,  no  man  could  go  into  court  with 
a  petition  in  his  hands  which  had  not  the 
siffnature  of  a  counsel.  There  were  many 
of  the  Scots  acts  which  deserved  the 
character  given  them  by  the  learned  lord ; 
but  that  was  an  argument  for  the  inquiry 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  baronet. 

Ihe  Lord  Advocate  explained. 

Mr.  BostoeU  said,  he  happened  to  have 
the  third  part  of  the  Scots  acts  in  his 
pocket;  and  the  hon.  gentleman  then 
read  a  passage  from  an  act  of  Chas.  2nd, 
to  show  that  the  principle  of  acts  of  par- 
liament being  derogated  by  custom  was 
recognized  in  these  statutes  themselves. 
It  was  one  of  the  evils  under  which  that 
country  had  suffered,  thst  statute  after 
statute  was  passed,  without  anv  one 
ha? ine  ever  been  repealed.  It  bad  been 
said,  Uiat  no  individud  of  Scotland  ever 
complained  of  this*  He,  as  an  individual, 
and  many  others,  complained  of  this  evil, 
namely,  that  a  certain  body  of  laws  and 
acts  were  left  in  that  sort  of  dubious 
state,  that  no  person  could  sav  what  ad 
of  parliament  was  in  force  and  what  was 
not,  till  it  was  brought  before  the  court 
of  session,  and  the  matter  was  amied 
and  the  custom  proved.  It  had  been 
said  by  the  leamea  lord,  that  roanv  of  the 
laws  were  absurd ;  but  this  was  the  very 
objection  he  had  to  the  system— if  these 
laws  were  absurd,  there  was  no  doubt 
they  ought  to  be  repealed.  As  every 
man  was  bound  to  know  what  the  law 
was,  he  ought  to  have  it  in  as  explicit  a 
state  as  possible. 

Lord  Biitntffg  opposed  the  motion.  If 
the  custom  or  the  judges  of  dadmnf 
laws  in  desuetude  was  monstrous,  yet  it 
was  coeval  with  the  existence  of  law  ia 
Scotland.  If  lord  president  Hop^  had 
used  the  expression  imputed  to  him,  he 
was  certainly  unfit  to  sit  upon  the  beoch. 
Statutes  were  declared  in  desuetude,  not 
by  acts  of  sederunt,  but  by  decisions  on 
special  cases,  arsued  by  counseL  With 
these  decisions  &e  people  of  Scotlandf 
the  only  persons  interested,  were  well 
satisfied.  Not  a  petition  from  them  had 
been  presented  to  the  House  on  the 
subject :  whereas,  if  the  laws  of  Scotland 
had  been  attacked  in  that  House,  the 
table  would  have  been  covered  by  peti* 
tions. 

Lord  A.  Hamilion  observed,  that  if  tha 
laws  which  were  liable  to  be  effected  bj 
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t%(s  jpoWe/  thud  exercised  fty  the' judged 
of*  Scottatld,  were  edtnprited  In  three 
small  Yohidaes,  it  was  the  more  inex- 
cusable that  the  parliament  did  not  re- 
duce to  d  Certainty  what  fAns  should  be 
obeyed,  and  what  should  be  disregarded. 
to  leave'  to  the  judges  the  facility  of 
dbin^  this,  was  to  invest  them  with  legis- 
I^ive  power. 

Mr.  Forbes  paid  a  compUmeht  to  the 
ri^ht  hod.  tnover,  to  whom  he  thought 
iScoilaind  w^  indebted  for  the  inquiry 
intb  its  courts  of  justice.  The  inquiry 
proposed  might  d6  good,  and  could  be 
productive  bf  no  evIL 

Mr.  Kennedy  said,  that  though  he  was 
6t  opinion  that  the  exercise  of  this  power 
6n  \he  part  of  the  Scots  judj^es  had  been 
ttene^cipl  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
;^^t  the  practice  w'as  such  an  outrage  on 

Sriiicible,  and  So  liable  to  ^buse,  that  he 
bought  the  House  bound  at   least  to 
it^quire  Into  it. 
'  The  House  divided;  Ayes,  15;  Noes, 

HOUSE  OF  COMIdONS. 

fVedhesday^  Mareh  2^; 

to^bok  CtERGV  BlLt.]  Sir  Jtme^ 
Graham  rose,  to  bring  forward  his  mo- 
tion regardinc;  the  London  clergy.  He 
^!d.  he  should  not  move  chat  the  fenort 
6t  the  committee  which  had  decided  on 
ihjS  ioiportant  questiob  should  be  then 
r^l^,  but  should  content  himself  with 
filiating  its  substance,  which  was,  that  the 
^eiitiomers  had  not  proved  the  allegations 
which  were  made  m  their  petition.  He 
would,  however,  mention,  that  the  peti* 
tlon  '  which  wfts  thus  unceremoniously 
66ndeamed  as  unsupported  by  facu,  was 
signed  by  the  incumbents  of  50  dilTerent 
^inshes  in  the  city  of  London,  and 
prayed  for  such  further  increase  of  sti- 
pend as  the  House  in  iu  liberality  might 
think  prober  to  grant.  In  the  reign  of 
H^my  8th,  thO  clergy  of  the  metropolis 
Were  entitled  to  2s.  9tf.  in  the  pound,  or 
b  1*.  4|rf.  in  every  10*.  rent.  This  was 
taken  IroiA  them  by  an  act,  which  wa6 
Wfetl  known  fn  the  city  of  London  by  the 
hdme  of  the  Fire-act;  and  it  was  found  m 
1804,  that  instead  of  receiving  2s.  9d. 
they  wete  not  receiving  4>i.  or  5d.  hi  the 
JpoUnd.  The  legiriatare  ita  con8e(][Uetice 
i^^Reved  them  by  raising  their  stipends  to 
150^,  160/.,  180/.,  and  in  some  caj^e6  to 
55b/.  a  year.  This  reMef  wa^  hdweter, 
kftoftcient ;  and  the  clergy,  ihrdhig  that 
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these  iams  Were  too  smtfl  fo^  iheir  sup- 
port ift  Ibttt  tmk  dt  life  In  Which  h  waw 
their  lot  to  move,  were  dbPged  1o  renoti 
once  mbre  to  parliameilC  fbr  feHtef.  Out 
of  50  clerff3rmen,  who  had  si^ed  the 
present  petition,  SO  perforared'  their  rer- 
spective  duties  widiout  ctirates;  16  6t 
them  were  even  without  j^r^onage-faOusea; 
and,  undef  these  drcutiistahtcil,  they  had 
come  forward,  not  to  dahtr  ii.  9d.  in' the 
pound'  or  any  thing  like  it,  but  mierety 
such  an  increase  of  stipend  aa  pailiaitr^nt 
in  itfl^  liberality  ahomd  toy  <hat  they' 
ought  td  have.  Their  petition  fefen'ed 
to  the  act  of  the  37th  Hedty  8th,  and 
to  k  decree  (which  had  beeti  enrolled  itr 
the  court  or  Chancery  by  cetts&M  cOtii- 
missioners  appointed  under  It),  envbttofg 
the  clergy  to  receive  the  sums  wUdi  hto 
had  pteviouriy  thentiotied.  fid  had 
proved  this  ftct  by  a  i«fet«tt<^  to  ifif^ 
statute-book;  and  therefore  could  not 
conceive  in  what  manner  tbt^  committed 
had  come  to  a  resolution,  that  the  peti- 
tioners had  not  i^oved  the  alfegatfona 
contained  in  theit  petidoii.  An  hon. 
gentleman  had  prodcib^d,  hi  etder  tD 
refute  his  ophiion,  not  an  act  Of  parihc^ 
meot  from  the  statutC'book,  bat  an  act 
of  common-council  fi'Om  bk  pocket. 
Every  person  who  was  at  all  acquainted 
with  our  law-books,  inust  have  seeirmaoy 
cases  in  the  reports  hi  #hich  thiiT  decree, 
whose  existence  Was  denied,  was  tneri- 
tioned  and  referred  to.  There  had  beett 
more  than  a  hundred  determtnatFoba  npott 
it ;  and  he  had  found  a  redognitioir  Of  h 
ih  the  archives  of  die  city  of  London. 
He  should  condado  With  movmg  for 
leave  to  bring  In  a  biil  to  amend  an 
act  passed  in  the  44th  of  hiS  present 
majesty,  intituled  '*  An  Act  for  the  reffef 
of  certain  incumbents  of  Lhrihgs  hi  tha 
city  of  London.** 

Mr.  D.  W.  Haroey  said,  that  the  €Oikf- 
mittee  had  come  to  an  almost  imaOioloUl 
conclusion^  that  the  dlegkttons  iki  tfiO 
petition  of  the  London  dergy  had  not 
been  at  all  supported  by  the  evidekicc 
which  they  had  produced.  In  ordetr  to 
have  a  proper  view  of  th6  question,  it 
woold  be  requisite  to  constdef  what  had 
been  the  condition  of  the  London  otefgf 
|>revious  to  the  great  ihe  of  1^66.  Vfow 
It  was  matter  orrecord,  that  in  thAfr  reign 
Of  Henry  8th,  cbntiiiuai  quat^ets  Were 
barried  oti  betireeti  the  dtftenf  fttid  tiergt 
of  London,  regarding  their  tfthea,  aAd 
other  fees  and  molumencti  %  tt^kt  td 
|[)Tit  an  end  to  the  dbordeti  Wbitcft  tf/ot 
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{te^ati  in  ib»  city,  Ah  act  of  flb  SfjA 
leu.  8th  MhbliMied  a  comtfiiMtbD,  wiA 
foil  poWer^  to  girt  ia  their  decisidns  the 
fbrce  of  law,  if  tfrey  were  enrollenfih  the 
High  Court  of  Chtttacery  hef<^fe  the  l8t  of 
March,  1544.  The  tame  act  made  their 
djecisions  tf  d^d  lettcfr,  if  they  were  not 
enrolted  ifl  the  m^ner  pointed  out.  Now 
this  enrolmeDt  had  nevef  takeh  place; 
conseqoentlv,  the  decree,  had  nevet  had 
fbrce,  arid  the  pettliooeri  had  completely 
failed  in  e^blrshiog  thid,  the  strongest 
point,  Hi  ihtit  petition.  Hie  decree,  aa 
It  nrow  stood,  #aA  like  ati  award,  which 
^ery  ttan  iiy  the  HotLM  knew  was  not 
final,  miless  It  was  made  befoi'e  a  given 
day,  and  aoleia  befoi'e  another  given  day  it 
was  made  a  rale  of  conh.  Th^  hon. 
baronet  bad  indeed  prodnced  the  act  of 
Henry  8th,  and  had  produced  the  decree, 
ila  tr  it  hid  been  registered,  which  he 
could  aiMcr^  the  House  it  nevet  had  been. 
Indeed,  if  the  hon.  baronet  bad  consulted 
the  excellent  edition  of  the  statutes  at 
htftei  edited  by  Messrs.  Tomlin  and 
Rttfthby,  he  #ould  have  found  that  they 
had  i^aced  at  the  boitoib  of  this  decree 
A  note  of  the  ^llowinz  mature :— *<  Th& 
decree,  is  not  enroDed  in  the  court  of 
Chancery,  nor  In  anV  roll  belonging  to 
any  other  eourt;  ^either  ii  it  annexed  to 
the  roll  of  the  act  m  the  Oadlament  rolls ; 
fieitb^i^.is  it  ip  be  fdund  in  any  o^  the  old 
edhioha,  of  the  statutes  themselves;  it 
first  t^mrtd  hi  Kartell's  abridgment  ot 
Ate  statutes,  pribted  tn  USS?^  That 
decree»  then,  bad  ne^et  been  possessed 
of  any  vaHdjty,  because  It  had  not  com- 
plied with  the  provMottli  of  the  act,  out 
of  which  it  emanated,  llie  committee 
had  been  of  this  onhiion  ill  the  proportion 
bf  10  to  5,  ahd  had  de<^la^ed  their  opinion 
to  the  eotmtiir  by  tb^  reaolutlon  into 
^hich  they  had  entered.  They  hikd  beeA 
Mdoced  alsd  to  form  such  k  resolutibh  by 
the  conduct  of  the  clergy  themselv^  It 
traa  dear  tfirat  thefy  Wanted  to  gain,  by 
^grentvp  aetsof  paiftament,  that  object 
which,  if  declared  at  on^e,  woidd  disgust 
the  House  from  the  rapadous  disposuion 
Which  it  Would  evince.  It  WaA  clear  that 
ft  Was  TfothSti'g  less  than  one-sixth  of  th^ 
rack  refrtal  of  tfce  cfty  bf  London  which 
they  whhed  to  obtain;  and  it  #as  be- 
tausB  the  cOTttmiriee  httA  teen  thtoogft 
theii^  frttrtitfons.  t%at  they  had  come  to 
tte  r^Iirtidti  'of  frtostratlrfg  theto.  It 
ttfFght  te  nafd,  thatifcis  wai  not  itMii\g 
;tlnft  ^mitfotiera  libetaftv:  iti  bi^  opinion 
thi/had  do  ri^fat  (6  be  libtfraliy  tiUtea, 


inriitafua  atf  they  hMd  fowted  kM  iheh^ 
petitidh  th6  act  of  Henry  the  8ti»  with 
which  they  had  nothing  to  dd,  except  it 
were  t6  exhibit  th6  draving  and  rapacioua 
sphrft  which  actuatild  them.  Theif  daima 
bad  been  ably  weighed  and  histlr 
settled  after  the  fire  of  London »  he  aK 
luded  to  the  statute  of  the  S2nd  of 
Charles  2nd ;  and  he  Would  make  bold  to 
say,  that  ih  all  tha  action!  which  had 
been  instituted,  from  1666  td  18M,  be*' 
tween  any  clergyman  of  Lotidon  and  hit 
parishioners,  there  nevet  had  been  ati  in* 
stance  whef e  the  parties  quarrelled  npoti 
the  equity  of  that  statute.  Hie  hon* 
baronet  had  endeavoured  to  excite  the 
compassiGto  of  the  House  for  these  five  and 
thirty  poor  dergymen;  but  would  the 
House  believe  ust  they  wete  none  of 
them,  on  an  average,  riecdving  leas  thanr 
JOOl  a  year?  Twenty-five  out  of  85 
were  pluralistSi  and  not  a  fbw  of  them  the 
fbttest  priuralhts  *f  that  tevefend  pro- 
fS^ton.  Tet  it  wai  said,  that  the  itij^dtf 
they  obtaihed  fH>m  the  dty  wei^  ao  tmaHt 
that  it  was  not  worth  theh*  whila^to  tedde; 
and  certain  it  waa,  that  it  nmdi  bettaif 
answeifed  their  puffMse  to  reaide  any 
where  dse.  These  poor  d^rgymen  were, 
perhaps,  the  best  caicdatora  in  the  me* 
tropoiis ;  their  care  for  the  souls  ei  the 
panshlonera  dM  not  at  all  hiterfere  with 
quhe  as  great  a  care  foi'  thems)6!vea  t  $Ai 
accordingly,  instead  of  occupying  the 
houses  belohging  to  their  KvingB,  tiiief 
found  it  answer  their  purposes  much 
betted  to  Hi  theth  out  as  counting  hstasea 
and  Warehouses,  to  merchants  and  manu- 
fhcturer^,  who  could  afford  to  pay  theitt 
exorbitant  rents.  Not  a  few  of  the  in* 
cuihbehtB  received  annudlT*  lt200L 
l,50tV.  And  even  2,0002.;  and  yet,  what 
did  thev  pay  thdr  curatea^  Not  more 
than  8K,  lOLf  or  SOL  a  year :  and  some, 
lb  an  excess  of  libdrafittr  were  charitable 
enough  to  throw  in  tne  surplice  fees^ 
amounting  to  the  enormous  sum  of  perhapa 
1L  or  BL  pet  annum.  For  these  reverend 
gentlemen,  therefore,  to  come  to  parlia^ 
ment  With  the  mockery  of  distresa,  Waa 
iidthe^  cohsibtent  Irith  truth,  nor  with 
the  sacred  charactet  whmh  they  #ere  so 
Wdl  paid  to  sustahi.  Under  an  the  dr- 
Cdmstahceib,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
think  that  the  comdiittee  had  come  to  i 
correct  dedsiotf,  aod  that  tbeire  waft  M 

eetehce  for  the   tootSoh   of  tho  bou. 
rotiet. 

JUt.  i>ekt  ]hut  it  to  tbed^i^,  whetfrdr  ft 
wtt  n<ft  ofliy  highly  'ifldMOrbua,  bai 
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against  rule,  for  any  member  to  come 
forward  with  a  bill  after  a  committee  had 
reported  so  decisively  against  it. 

The  Speaker  did  not  apprehend  that 
the  course  pursued  by  the  hon.  baronet 
was  irregular.  He  suggested  that  the 
attbject,  if  it  was  thought  expedient, 
might  be  referred  back  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wrcfttedey  objected  to  the  mode 
in  which  Mr.  Harvey  had  argued  the 
question.  Such  a  speech  might  have 
been  very  proper  after  the  bill  was 
brought  in«  but  was  ouite  uncalled  for  in 
the  present  stage  of  tne  proceeding.  He 
insisted  that  the  subject  ought  to  be  fully 
and  fiurly  discussed,  after  an  opportunity 
9f  proving  their  case  had  been  afforded 
to  tne  petitioners,  and  that  the  committee 
bad  arrived  at  an  unwarranted  and  unpre« 
cedented  conclusion. 

Sir  IVm  de  Creipigny  spoke  shortly  in 
fiivour  of  the  motion. 

Mr*  Alderman  fVood  said,  that  no  in- 
stance could  be  shown  where  the  decree 
so  much  talked  of  had  been  produced. 
In  the  city  of  London  two  persons  had 
been  employed  for.  amonth  in  making  the 
most  diligent  search,  and  though  they 
had  discovered  a  decree  of  bishop  Bonner, 
which  was  made  for  some  temporary  pur- 
pose, they  had  found  no  trace  of  tne  de- 
cree in  question.  No  evidence  of  its  ex- 
istence bad  been  produced  before  the 
committee  of  the  House,  but  such  as  was 
aupplied  from  a  modern  copy  of  the  sta- 
tutes. In  fact,  the  common  sense  of  the 
thing  had  warranted  the  conclusion  at  which 
the  committee  had  arrived.  The  clergy 
made  it  an  allegation  in  their  petition, 
that  they  were  entitled  to  2$.  9a,  in  the 

Eound,  by  a  certain  decree,  and  they  had 
eea  called  upon  to  prove  that  allegation : 
they  had  failed  to  do  so  by  any  compe- 
tent evidence,  and  of  course  the  commit* 
tee  could  come  but  to  one  determination 
•—that  the  allegation  had  not  been  esta- 
blished. The  House  was  probably  aware 
that  all  the  clergy  who  would  de  entitled, 
if  any  were  entitled,  had  not  come 
forward :  some  had  been  prudent  enough 
not  to  bring  themselves  and  their  emolu- 
ments before  the  pubh'c ;  or  perhaps  some 
of  them  might  feel  how  unreasonable  ii 
was  at  the  present  moment  to  visit  the  ci- 
tizens of  London  with  any  fresh  infliction. 
Looking,  however,  for  a  moment  at  those 
who  did  thrust  themselves  forward  as 
claimants  for  increased  stipends,  it  would 
be  found  that  the^r  were  all  well  provided 
fori  both  in  the  oty  and  out  of  it    The 
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clergyman  of  St.  Peter's,  Corobill,  receiT- 
ed  6d2/L  per  anndm,  he  was  non-resident» 
and  was  also  vicar  of  Tottenham :  another 
was  paid  48R,  another  450^  another 
S86^,  another  S76/.  and  another  300^  per 
annum,  besides  emoluments  derived  from 
other  benefices,  and  situations;  for  in- 
stance, the  clergj^man  of  AUhfldlows,  had 
also  the  living  of  Stonesfield,  and  had  a 
stall  in  a  cathedral ;  another  had  prefer- 
ment at  Stoke-Newington,  and  a  second 
at  Shrewsbury,  while  several  were  minor 
canons  of  St.  Paul's*  Neverthdess,  most 
of  these  reverend  gentlemen  employed 
curates  at  very  low  salaries,  and  because 
they  would  not  pay  enough  for  men  of  ta* 
lent  and  information  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  pulpit,  many  of  the  congre- 
gations were  put  to  the  heavy  expense  of 
paying  for  evening  lectures. 

Sir  W*  Curtis  said,  that  the  living  of 
St.  Peter,  Cornhill,  was  worth  only  SOOL. 
a^ear. 

Mr.  Gipp$  hoped  the  House  would  al» 
low  the  merits  of  the  case  tobediscuned* 
The  clergymen  in  question  had  a  fair 
claim  on  the  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture, whose  duty  it  was  to  Dsaintain  the 
character  of  the  church. 

Sir  T.  Baring  could  assure  the  Hoose» 
with  respect  to  one  of  the  parishes  ia 

auestion,  that  of  St.  Anne  and  St.  An- 
rew's,  Blackfriars,  containing  a  popula« 
tion  of  above  6,000  souls,  that  the  minis- 
ter of  that  parish  received  only  between 
2  and  S0O/«  a  year.  An  hon.  member  had 
spoken  of  the  rapacity  of  those  gentlemen^ 
and  had  declared  that  they  let  their  housea 
for  the  purpose  of  profit.  He  was  per- 
suaded that  there  was  not  an  individual 
who  had  signed  the  petition  who  would 
not  be  ashamed  of  doing  suph  a  thing.  Hq 
must  enter  his  protest  against  such  raodon^ 
assertions. 

Mr.  Wynn  denied  that  the  minister  of 
Allhallowshad  the  ecdesisatical  preferment 
attributed  to  him  by  the  worthy  alder- 
man. There  were  other  dergvmen  be- 
sides those  who  had  applied  to  the  House 
bv  the  petition  in  question,  who  had  a 
plurality  of  livings ;  and  he  could  see  no 
reason  for  making  that  circumstance^  • 
part  of  the  present  consideiiaUon.  With 
respect  to  the  decree  in  question,  its  ex- 
istence had  not  been  mooted,  because  it 
was  never  doubted.  For  two  centuries  it 
had  been  acquiesced  in,  which  was  quite 
sufficient  to  rebut  the  circumstance  of  the 
decree  not  having  been  found  enrolled. 
The  question  was,  jrhether  or  not  thf 
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parties  bad  placed  themseWes  in  euch  a 
situation  as  was  consistent  with  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  House  ?  He  was  himself 
inclined  to  say,  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mltlee  wss  sufficient  to  justify  the  bring- 
ing in  of  the  bill.  When  the  bill  was  be- 
fore the  House,  that  would  be  the  time 
to  enter  into  M  the  arguments  on  the 
nuun  question,  and  to  ascertain  whether 
the  benefiu  enioyed  by  the  petitioners 
were  all  to  which  they  were  enutled. 

Mr.  'Alderman  Waiihman  said,  that  if 
the  House  had  entered  into  a  premature 
inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  clergy- 
men in  question,  it  was  indebted  for  tne 
excursion  to  the  hon.  baronet*  With  re- 
anect  to  the  situation  of  those  clergymen, 
tnere  were  several  things  to  be  taken  into 
oonsideration.  A  great  difference  existed 
bodi  tn  the  si«e  of  the  oarishes  and  in  the 
stipends  attached  to  tliem.  The  bene- 
fiend  things  annexed  ought  also  to  be 
taken  into  the  account.  As  to  the  parish 
of  St.  Anne*ff,  Blackfriars,  it  seemed  to 
him  Tery  extraordinvj  that  the  minister 
of  that  parish  should  be  found  among  the 
petitioners.  That  minister  had  but  re- 
cendy  been  presented  with  the  living,  by 
the  parish ;  but  no  sooner  was  he  seated 
in  it,  then  he  turned  round  and  asked  par- 
liament to  lay  a  tax  upon  his  parishioners. 
As  to  St.  Peter's,  Comhill,  that  living 
wu  in  die  disposal  of  the  corporation  of 
London ;  and  ne  recollected  having  been 
warmly  solicited,  not  lon^  ago,  for  his  in- 
terest ;  and  now  the  minister  of  that  pa- 
rish, enjoying  another  living,  came  to  the 
House  and  asked  it  to  tax  his  parishioners 
[Question! Question!].  Hewsssorryto<4>- 
tnideon the Umeofthe  House.  Hewouldbe 
the  last  man,  on  his  own  account^  to  force 
himself  on  their  notice;  he  would  rather 
forego  addressing  them  altogether.  But 
he  trusted  he  should  never  want  sufficient 
confidence  to  stand  up  for  his  rights,  not 
■s  an  individual,  but  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  .  the  British  metropolis. 
Haring  been  a  member  of  the  committee 
to  whom  the  petition  was  referred,  he 
knew  that  the  ouestion  was  neither  more 
for  less  than  this:— The  petitioners  as- 
serted, that  before  die  fire  in  London  in 
1666,  the  incumbents  of  the  parishes  in 

Sestion  were  entitled,  under  the  act  of 
B  37th  Henry  8th,  to  a  payment  in  lieu 
of  tithes  of  St.  9cf.  in  the  pound.  He 
thought  that  this  allegation  was  not  true. 
He  was  sure  that  it  had  not  been  proved. 
'  Whatever  might  have  been  the  decision 
of  dM  court  of  Chancery  on  the  subject, 


he  hsd  a  right  to  say,  that  in  his  opinion 
that  decision  was  erroneous.    The  petiti- 
oners having  founded  their  claim  on  the 
existence  m  the  decree,  the  committee 
had  a  right  to  ask,  if  that  decree  bad  been 
enrolled,  when  it  appeared  that  it  never 
had.    To  talk  of  the  situation  of  these 
ffentlemen  was  beside  the  question.   They 
had  different  emoluments.  If  any  of  them 
were  sufficiendy  provided  for,  let  them 
come  forward  and  make  that  statement. 
Here,  however,  was  a  set  of  gendemen 
combining  at  the  solicitation  or  one  indi- 
yiduai  (with  the  exception  of  sixteen  or 
seventeen  honest  men)  in  order  to  esta>- 
blish  a  common  claim.— [Loud  cries  of 
Question !  question !  and  coughing].    It 
was  a  claim  which  had  no  foundation. 
The  2«.  9d,  in  the  pound  was  not  granted 
in  lieu  of  tithes.     At    the  time  when 
it  was  granted,  the  clergj  of  London  had 
several    expensive   duties   to    perform. 
They  had  to  maintain  the  poor ;  they  had 
to  repair  the  churches.    The  statute  of 
Charles  2nd  contained  no  recognition  of 
the   decree   on    which    the    petitioners 
founded  their  present  claim.    So  lately  as 
in  1804,  the  petitioners  had  made  an  ap- 
plication to  parliament,  and  had  obtained 
a  laree  increase  of  their  emoluments,  not 
founded  on  the  decree  in  question.    The 
grave  reason  assigned   for  the  measure 
was  the  pressure  of  the  property  tax. 
That  no  longer  existed ;  so  that,  in  point 
of  fact,  the  clergy  of  London  were  nt 
present  in  a  better  condition  than  they 
were  in  at  that  period.     He  conceived 
that  when  a  claim  was  brought  forward 
the  tSkct  of  which  was  to  excite  discord 
and  ill-blood  in  the  city  of  London,  the 
committee   were    perfectly  justified   in 
availing    themselves    of   the   imperfect 
statement  of  the  allegations  in  the  peti« 
tion,  in  order  to  make  the  report  which 
they  had  submitted  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Peeitsaid,  that  the  committee  above 
stairs  was  appointed  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  the  standing  orders  bad 
been  complied  with  by  the  petitioners,  and 
nothing  more.  To  that  the  committee 
ought  to  have  confined  theirreport.  What 
monstrous  consequences  might  ensue,  if  a 
committee  above  stairs,  so  appointed,  were 
allowed  to  come  to  a  decision  which 
should  preclude  the  House  from  fonnnig 
any  opinion  on  a  subject  submitted  to 
them  1  Let  the  House  consider  hoif  such 
a  committee  was  constituted.  It  did  not 
consist  of  a  definite  number  of  members. 
It  was  not  a  select  committae  appointed 
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to  come  to  U  bad  voipm.  TbQ  conw 
41060^,  ih^reforef  WQuM  be,  lbA(  if  'U^ 
n  prMod^t  a^  tb^  preseAt  were  ^tabbub- 
eif  the  parties  adverse  to  the  prayer  of  a 
petition  irould  iiave  QPtbiag  to  do  but  to 
attend  the  qownitteet  and  to  coipbiDe  in 
the  report  to  the  Houae,  that  the  allega- 
t^eiM  of  the  petition  bad  not  been  prored ; 
mid  on  that  the  House  wa^  tp  be  precluded 
firpm  copisideripg  the  case  1  The  House 
most  tee,  Aer^rore,  the  iroportanee  of  the 
|ioint;  tbejr  must  see  what  would  be  the 
inevitable  ooose^o«ioe  of  allowiof;  aoons- 
mittee  above  stairs  to  exceed  its  poweia, 
imd  to  report  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
A  cave  rererred  to  them  solely  ft>r  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertainioe  whether  or  not  the 
atspiding  orders  with  re&rence  to  jt  bad 
been  complied  with. 

Mr«  WHbetfofce  considereda  ooininittee 
above staifsas  ofthenatureof  a  grand  jury, 
copstitutedfor  the  purpose  ofeiwling  par- 
ties petitioning  the  House  to  bring  £brfrar4 
their  own  proofs  of  tbeir  own  allegations. 
He  could  not  but  say  that  there  appeared 
ip  biflu  to  be  4ome  suspicion  in  die  ciroum- 
jl^nce  of  the  strong  opposition,  oontraiy 
to  41  aiage»  made  to  toe  present  stage  of 
ithe  proceedingii  It  would  be  a  most  dan- 
^rous  precedent  to  allow  a  committee 
ftn^re  ataira  to  stifle  a  petition  referred  to 
.them»  without  allowing  the  House  any 
opportuqity  of  examining  its  merits ;  and 
abis  the  more  espeoially,  as  the  committees 
idiove  itairs  were  certainly  not  one  of  the 
l)est  piirta  of  the  .system  of  the  Hou^e  of 
Conunons.  Nothing  eould  be  more  con- 
trary to  juftice  and  to  the  established 
iwge  of  parliament*  tbonfpr  a  committee 
oonstitnted  as  the  committee  in  question 
Jiad  b^>  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  a  po- 
sition referred  to  themi  merely  to  aacer- 
pm  whether  or  not  the  standing  orders 
respecting  it  bad  been  complied  with,  and 
tp  report  that  the  allegations  of  the  peti- 
tiepera  bad  not  been  proved*  He  was  as- 
tp^isbod  to  bear  the  transaotioos  and  cir- 
jp^mstanccal  of  private  life  gone  into  by 
more  Aban  one  boo.  member ;  for  he  was 

poiauaded  that  was  a  kind  of  discussion  in 
fvjbich  the  Home  would  not  indulge.  All 
jtmseomivry  Inquisition  into  private  affiucs 
.ought  io  be  avoided.  One  of  the  greatest 
jprievanoea  of  the  property  tax  was  i|s 
acmtinMiog  and  inquiaitorial  character. 
The  House  bad  been  toldt  that  the  olaims 
of  the  petitioBOfs. ought  mi  to  b€i  granted 
.beoauaa  they  srere  otherwise  pr  eviiyrd  for. 
He  waa#lwaya.diikpii»  IP  «ea  the  atergy 


w<eU  provide  for.  NotbiiK  ^cm)d  be 
more  indwprous,  more  qruel,  tW  to  lefive 
the  clergy-i-ifien  of  qxponsi^e  education 
•^eor  employed  in  the  rdigioiis  inatr^o- 
tion  of  a  highly  civilised  apdrefinedsoqiety 
f«**wi^i  meansap  narrow astoieiidertb^iD 
the  objects  of  pity»  by  the  mfmbers  nft 
of  the  other  professions  only,  but  of  ttje 

otber  oopppationa  of  life ;  and  then^  if 
they  endeavour^  to  amend  their  •condi- 
tion by  obtaining  other  soorcea  pf  inoooip, 
to  exclaim  against  them  as  pluralists*  not 
entitled  to  any  such  inpn^aae  of  emohi- 
ment.  It  had  been  asked,  wbother  it 
would  not  have  been  bettar  bPd  th^pe 
gentlemen  applied  to  tbejr  respective  pa- 
rishes iivitegd  of  tP  the  ^ou^e  of  Cpm- 
mons  r  He  thought  not.  He  thought  it 
wojald  have  been  unworthy  pf  them  \o 
faave  done  so.  It  wopld  have  b^  to  py t 
tbeir  claims  pp  the  ground  of  in^iviq^pi 
favour,  rather  than  of  opdp^btefi  tight. 
TbeEC  were  no  persona  for  whom  a  r^asoa- 
abje  provision,  auch  ai  would  enfible  them 
tQ  meet  thair  pariahioners  on  eciual  terma, 
oiyght  with  mpre  cheerfiilneia  to  be  msde 
thap  the  clergy  of  theoity  of  London.  He 
confessed  that^e  iras  dii^osted  tp  bear 
general  declarations  of  attacfanient  to  the 
church  from  tbose.whoi  ^wb^n  tbe  subject 
came  to  be^  partioiilarly  coi^Mdereilf  mani- 
fested a  reluptance  to  the  increaie  of  a 
pittance!  which  would  not  be  dc^^n^  •> 

provision  fpr  a  person  in  any  .pth^  )ine  pf 
life  whatever* 

Mr.  Pfntike^i^  aa  the  committpebad  az- 
oeeded  their  aothpri^  by  enteripg  on  an 
inquiry  tp  wfeich  tbey  arere  not  compe- 
tentf  thought  that  the  best  BH>de  of  re- 
medy would  be  to  send  the  report  bPQ^ 
to  be  re-considered,  and  to  be  randeied 
more  oonformable  to  the  orders  of  the 
HpusiB. 

The  Simaler  observedi  that  when  be 
had  stated  to  the  House  that  it  was  not 
the  practice  to  make  such  a  motion  4^ 
that  proposed  by  the  heut  biu'onet,  q»  the 
report  of  the  committee,  he  had  aPPOPS* 
panied  that  statement  by  another,  namety* 
that  he  believed  there  was  no  imtanoe  pf 
such  a  report  bpving  been  prespnted* 
Consequently  there  coutd  be  np  instppfie 
of  pay  subsequetit  proceeding  on  such  a 
report.  In  the  formntiop  of  di0erent  com- 
mittee!, the  House  psed  diffi^nt  apd  fift 
tsrms^  .  .W|ien  an  opinion  was  reapired 
from  a  eoi|imiHtee»  that  waa  e9(prp»4y  dp- 
nlaspd  ifi  tbe  vote  by  wkUii^  it  was  coaatp- 

tttled.      Tbat  the  pWms  of  a  petitiooer 

icafe  goeA.  or  net  ipHMi*^tbal  m  •HpV* 
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HoM  contftiiied  in  a  petition  were  proved 
or  not  profed— those  were  opinions  which 
m  commtttee^  constituted  as  toe  committee 
in  question  bad  been,  were  not  authorised 
to  report  to  Uie  House.    Such  a  commit- 
tee was  to  be  regulated  by  the  two  stand- 
log  orders  to  whichhe  had  already  referred. 
By  the  first  they  were  required  to  see  if 
the  standing  orders  of  the   House  had 
been  comphed  with,  and  to  report  the 
matter  of  the  petition  to  the  House*     By 
the  second,  tney  were  precluded  from 
hearing  the  adTcrsaries  to  the  petition* 
T^iis  last  order  rendered  it  obviously  im- 
possible that  the  House  should  call  on 
such  a  committee,  to  inquire  whether  W 
not  the  allegations  of  a  petition  were  prov- 
ed, since  they  were  precluded  from  near- 
ii|g  more  than  one  side  of  the  question. 
Such  a  committee  was  not  only  not  bound 
to  f[ive  an  opinion— it  was  not  capable  of 
givmg  an  opinion*      It  was  merely  the 
channel  for  communicating  information  to 
the  House,  with  which  mfonnation  the 
House  had  afterwards  to  deal  as  it  thought 
proper.     There  were  three  courses  to  be 
parsued  with  respect  to  the  report,  which 
would  be  consistent  with  the  forms  of  the 
House.     The  first  was,  to  ask  leave  at 
once  to  bring  in  a  bill*    A  more  ordinary 
course,  where  there  had  been  an  irregula- 
rity, was  to  recommit  the  report*      The 
third  course  was  to  disagree  with  the  re* 
port,  to  resolve  that  the  allegations  of  the 

{petition  were  proved,  and  then  to  ask 
eave  to  bring  in  a  bill.  The  House  would 
feel  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  ascertain  the  duties  of  committees,  and 
not  to  expect  that  they  would  give  opi- 
nions, when  it  was  not  referred  to  them 
to  do  so* 

Mr*  Hynn  thought  that  the  best  way  of 
getting  nd  of  the  report  was  simply  to  dis- 
agree with  it,  and  to  give  leave  at  once  to 
bnng  in  the  bilL 

Ine  Speaker  submitted  to  the  House, 
that  to  give  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  would 
be  in  itMlf  to  disagree  with  the  report* 
Simply  to  disagree  with  the  report,  with- 
out a  resolution  that  the  allegations  of  the 
Sition  were  proved,  would  be  to  raise  a 
ibt  whether  or  not  the  committee  were 
onpowered  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  me« 
fits  of  the  petition* 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill* 
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Mr*  Stwrge$  Bowmct  in  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  Settle- 
ment of  the  Poor,  observed,  that  it  might 
be  necessary,  in  order  to  render  the  sub- 
ject perfectly  intelligible,  that  he  should 
treat  it  somewhat  historically;  the  first 
statute  establishing  a  compulsory  assess- ' 
ment  for  the  poor  was  the  14th  Elia,, 
which  was  farther  regulated  by  the  4Srd, 
Eliz.,  and  the   law  remaiaed    unaltered 
until  the  ISUi  and  ]4th  Car*  2nd,  which 
was  in  truth  the  foundation  of  the  super- 
structure which  had  spread  so  wide,  and 
excited  so  much  dissatisfaction.    It  was 
required,  among  other  things,  by  this  last 
statute,  that  before  a  settlement  could  be 
gained  by  a  pauper,  by  a  residence  of 
forty  days,  he  must  give  notice  in  the 
church  of  his  coming  to  reside.    Hiis 
enactment  imposed  heavy  fetters  upon  the 
free  circulation  of  labour,  and  by  an  act 
of  William  Srd  certificates  from  parish 
officers  were  substituted.    As  these  cer- 
tificates were  granted  or  refused,  at  .the 
option  of  the  overseers,  the  evU  was  only 
partially  removed,  and,  down  to  a  very 
late  date,  and  through  what  were  called 
the  best  times,  it  had  continued  in  the 
power  of  parish-officers  to  remove  any  la- 
bourer or  family,  without  cause  assigned, 
from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other. 
This  immetfse  power  was,  however,  parUy 
restrained  by  Mr.  Rose's  bill  for  the  en- 
couragement of  friendly  societies,  in  1793, 
and  farther  limited  by  Mr*  East's  act  of 
1795,  which,   although    making  a  most 
important  change,  and  doing  more  for  the 
benefit  of  the  lower  classes  than  had  been 
accomplished  since  the  Revolution,  had 
passed  sub  sUentiot  without  any  express  on 
of  national  gratitude*    The  great  reduc« 
tion  in  the  wages  of  the  poor  within  the 
last  few  years  had,  however,  had  the  ef- 
fect of  reducioff  things  to  nearly  the  same 
condition  as  before  1795 ;  and  the  intri- 
cacies in  which  settlements  were  involved 
were  all  restored*    Hie  evils  attending  the 
present  system  were  threefold :— 1.  The 
enormous  expenses  incurred  by  parishes, 
in  prosecuting  or  defending  appeals,  and 
in  removing  paupers;  2.   The    injustice 
under  which  parishes  laboured,  to  which 
old  paupers  were  sent  back,  after  thev  bad 
spent  their  youth  and  strength  elsewhere ; 
3.  The  hardship  upon  the  paupers  who, 
having  resided  many  years,  and  formed 
connexions  at  a  distance,  were  sent  home 
to  their  parishes,  and  separated  from  all 
their  friends  and  consolations  to  die  in  a 
remote  poor-house*    This  last  was  by  far 
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the  greatest  evil,  though  idl  three  required 
lemoval.  Some  maintained  that  the  better 
mode  would  be  tp  do  away  with  settle* 
aients  enti^^ely,  and  to  make  the  main- 
tenance depend  upon  the  national  funds ; 
whilst  others  contended,  that  the  settle- 
ment ought  in  all  cases  to  be  reduced  to 
tlie  place  of  birth.    The  first  of  these  pro- 
posals would  be  open  to  innumerable  and 
msurmountable  objections,  and  the  last 
would  at  least  not  remedy  two  of  the  three 
evils  he  bad  pointed  outt  What  he  propos- 
ed was,  that  as  settlement  was  now  gained 
by  residence  oorobined  with  other  circum- 
stances, in  future  it  should  be  acquired 
by  residence  only,  and  the  difficulty  was 
to  fix  what  period  of  residence  should  con- 
fer a  settlement.    In  the  bill  he  should 
introduce,  he  should  propose  that  three 
years  residence  in  a  parisn  should  gain  a 
settlement  to  a  pauper ;  but  as  a  blank 
would  be  left  in  the  bill,  it  might  be  filled 
up  with  five  years  or  oUierwise,  as  might 
be  deemed  most  expedient  in  the  com- 
mittee.   This  new  regulation  would  sim- 
plify greatly  the  whole  subject,  without 
mterfering  with  what  were  known  by  the 
name  of  derivative  settlements.    A  sepa- 
ration, of  an  aged  pauper  from  his  friends 
and  neighbours  would  then  be  avoided ; 
provided,  within   a   certain   period,   he 
went  before  a  magistrate  and  made  oath  to 
his  residence.    In  case  of  dispute,   he 
proposed  that  an  appeal  should  lie,  not 
to  the  quarter  sessions,  but  to  two  magis- 
trates, by  which  much  expensive  litigation 
would  be  spared.    Another  point  to  be 
settled  would  be,  what  period  of  absence 
should  defeat  the  settlement :  he  thought 
60  days  too  short,  and  should  suggest  that 
the  biank  should  be  filled  up  with  90  days. 
This  was  tlie  general  outline  of  the  mea- 
sure which  be  had  to  submit  to  the  House. 
The  adoption  of  it  would  only  be  resorting 
to  a  principle  already  established  in  Scot- 
land, and  one  that  was  recommended  by 
Dr.  Bum,  as  other  distinguished  indivi- 
duals.   He  should  now  conclude  by  mov^ 
log  «  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regu- 
late the  Settlement  of  the  Poor.** 

Mr.  Atkyns  fVright  feared  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  aliQwiog  parties  to  gain  a  settle- 
ment for  themsdves  by  residence,  would 
be  attended  with  many  mischievous  con- 
seouences. 

Mr.  Curvten  said,  that  the  general  out- 
line of  the  measure  corresponded  with 
bis  own  ideas  of  what  might  be  benefi- 
cially done  upon  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject.   To  bim  it  appeared  equally  cruel 
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and  unjust  to  refuse  a  setdensent  to  thooe* 
whom  long  service  or  residence  in  a  psxv 
ticular  place  bad  inspired  with  a  desire  «f 
obtaining  it.  If  the  bill  which  had  al*- 
ready  passed  that  House  should  become 
a  law,  he  did  not  see  how  they  could  with-* 
hold  their  sanction  from  the  present.  He 
feared,  however,  that  a  good  deal  of  op* 
position  might  Jbe  expected  from  the  large 
towns,  in  whi<;h  it  was  not  uncommoo  to . 
see  ibe  poor,  tlte«belter  ^t  of  whoae 
lives  had  been  worn  out  in  tbem,  sent 
back  to  their  native  parishes.  The  bill 
would  likewise  tend  greatly,  in  Us  bpinioD» 
to  diminiih  litigation.  * 

JMr.  JFeMem  was  depidedly  in  fiivonr 
of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  its  object 
beine,  aa  he  upderatood,  to  facilitate  to 
the  labourer,  the  means  of  carrying  hia 
industry  to  the  most  advantageous  miurw 
ket,  and  to  prevent  hia  beinff  torn  from 
the  place  where  he  found  it  Ais  inbereat 
or  his  happiness  to  reside.,  So  fiur  ibe 
measure  had  his  approbation*-it  woi:Ad 
render  the  inquiry  bdbre  the  magistrate 
simple  and  easy  of  determination,  and 
must  necessarily  put  an  end  to  H  great 
deal  of  the  existing  system  of  litigation. 
At  the  same  time,  be  was  not  prepared  to 
say,  that  it  would  not  open  other  sources 
of  litigation,  and  give  rise  to  firesh  diffi- 
culties in  practice.    He  knew  no  satisfac- 
tory reason  why  the  poor  should  not  be 
permitted,  without  the  forfeiture  of  any 
legal  benefit,  to  repair  from  one  place  to 
another,  according  to  the  demand  for 
their  labour.    This,  it  might  be  urged, 
would  be  incompatible  with  the  system  of 
affording  parochial  relief;  but  he   still 
looked  forward  with  hope  to  aome  radical 
Improvement  of  that  system.    It  wat  a 
system  most  injurious  to  the  poor  them- 
selves, and  rendered  the  wages  which 
they  received,  even  with  the  addition  of 
the  poor-rates,  a  much  more  inadequate 
reward  than  they  would  otherwise  obtain. 
I  Many  suggestions  had  been  thrown  out,  - 
and'  amongst  others,  one  proposed,  that 
the  rate  should  be  linuted  to  its  picseot 
amount,  and  that  no  iartber  asaessaeot 
should  be  made.    The  effect  of  audi  an 
enactment  would  be,  to  prevent  aU  that 
competition  between   diflferent  parishes, 
which  had  long  been  productive  o€so< 
many  evils.    But  to  the  poor  themadves 
it  would  be  an  inestimable  advantage  to 
find  a  free  market  open  to  their  laboiur, 
the  price  of  which  was  now  depressed, 
and  m  fact  placed  in  the  bands  of  the  nu^ 
gistrate.   Its  valuo  must  alwqra  depoid 


1157] 


Poor  Rates 


Bilk 


March  25,  1819. 


LI  158 


•Q  the  general  Of  asperity:  of  the  coimtry, 
aod  erery.  interference  to  regulate  it  d* 
wayi  ended  in  doing  mischief  to  those 
whose  cause  was  intended  to  be  espoused. 
If  it  were  now  proposed  to  regulate  the 

C*ce  of  proraionSf  the  proposition  would 
regarded  as  insane^  tor  it  was  known 
that  all  former  attempts  to  aocomplish 
such  an  object  had  unifimnly  served  to 
enhanoe  the  price.  The  same  principle 
was  equally  .^plicable  to  labour,  and  ne 
most  earnestly  desired  to  see  the  same 
freedom  of  circulation  restored  to  it. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Poor  Rates  Misappltoatiom  Bill.] 
Mr.  Siurges  Bourne  next  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  m  a  bill  to  prevent  the  MisappH- 
cation  Qf  the  Poor  Rates. — ^A  similar  bill 
had,  he  said,  been  under  the  consideration 
of  the  last  parliament,  but  there  had  not 
been  suffieient  time  for  correcting  and 
modifying  its  objectionable  clauses.  This 
he  hoped  would  be  now  found  to  have 
been  done,  and  that  it  was  not  ill  calcu* 
lated  to  produce  its  end,  which  was  to 
prevent  a  very  considerable  misapplication 
of  the  poor  rates.  The  House  must  be 
Wdl  aware,  that  one  of  the  greatest  evils 
arising  out  of  the  present  system,  was  the 
payment  of  the  wages  of  labour  out  of 
those  rates.  A  man  with,  perhaps,  a 
family  of  sis  children,  represented  to  the 
parish  officers  that  he  was  not  able  to 
maintain  more  tlian  two.  By  the  acts  of 
Elisabeth  and  of  George '1st,  there  was  a 
case  in  which  the  children  above  the  num- 
ber of  two,  ought  to  be  set  to  work  in 
the  parish  workhouse ;  but,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  it  was  not  surprising  that 
this  practice  should  not  be  resorted  to. 
The  Dili  was  intended  to  provide  for  plac- 
ing these  children  to  work  and  sustaining 
tbern^  instead  of  giving  to  their  parents 
a  relief  which  was  often  squandered  and 
not  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  childrem 
This  conduct  of  parents  was  not,  indeed, 
of  new  occurrence ;  it  had  been  remarked 
in  the  reign  of  William  Srd  by  Mr^  Locke, 
who  had  recommended  the  regulation 
adopted  in  the  present  measure.  The 
experiment  had  been  made  in  some 
parishes,  and  the  applications  for  relief 
had  become  less  numerous.  One  advan* 
tage  would  certainly  be  gained  in  the  due 
application  of  the  funds,  and  a  third  and 
more  'material  one  would  be  realized  in 
those  parishes  where  chariuble  institu- 
tions existed,  by  plaeing  the  children  in 
•ebools  where  jndustry  naight  be  com- 


bbed  with  education.  He  thought  it  must 
be  an  overstrained  humanity  which  would 
urge  that  there  was  any  uiing  harsh  in 
separating  children  from  parents  who 
could  not  feed,  much  less  eaucate  thens. 
It  must  be  recollected,  that  persons  in  a 
higher  sphere  of  life  placed  their  ofipring 
at  some  distance  from  their  home  for  the 
purpose  of  instruction,  and  not  unfire- 
quently  sent  them  out  of  the  realm.  The 
bin  would  also  provide,  that  no  relief 
should,  for  the  future,  be  given  to  any 
able-bodied  labourer  in  employment—a 
provision  which,  he  hoped,  would  point 
out  the  necessity  of  granting  him  more 
adeouate  wages. 

Mr.  N.  Cohere  highly  approved  of  the 
proposed  measure.  It  was  the  practice 
m  many  parishes  to  allow  two  shillings  a* 
week  for  every  child  above  two.  The 
consequence  was,  that  where  such  an  al* 
lowance  was  made,  the  parents  seldom 
exerted  themselves  to  procure  work.  In 
the  parish  in  which  he  resided,  there  was 
no  such  allowance,  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  there  was  no  distress. 

Mr.  Mamfidd  was  convinced  that  the 
principle  of  prohibiting  any  allowance  to 
employed  labourers  in  parishes  where  the 
children  of  the  poor  were  maintained  and 
educate|l,  wodd  be  impracticable  in  the 
district  with  which  he  was  most  acooaint- 
ed;  and  in  which  the  wages  of  labour 
were  very*  scanty  and  insufficient.  He 
was  a  member  of  a  committee  above  stairs, 
in  which  a  certain  class  of  workmen  had 
proved,  that  although  fully  employed,  it 
was  impossible  Tor  Die  best  hands,  even 
when  labouring  for  seventeen  hodrs  in 
the  day,  to  earn  more  then  six  or  seven 
shillings  a  week.  Now,  if  there  was  an 
act  of  parliament  prohibiting  magistrates 
from  granting  such  individusib  relief  from 
the  poor  rates,  whftt  would  become  of 
them?       ' 

Mr.  Rieardo  thought,  that  the  two 
great  evils  for  which  it  was  desirsble  to 
provide  a  remedy,  were,  the  tendency  to- 
wards a  redundant  population,  and  the 
inadequacy  of  the  wages  to  the  support 
of  the  labouring  chsses ;  and  he  appre- 
hended, that  the  measure  now  proposed 
would  not  afford  any  security  against  the 
continuance  of  these  evils.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  thought  that,  if  a  provision  were 
maae  for  all  the  children  of  the  poor, 
it  would  only  increase  the  evil ;  for  if  pa- 
rents felt  assured  thst  an  asylum  would  be 
provided  for  their  children,  in  which  they 
would  be  treated  with  huoumity-and  tea- 
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demetty  there  would  then  be  no  check  to 
that  increase  of  population  which  was  so 
apt  to  take  place  among  the  labouring 
classes.  With  regard  to  the  other  evil, 
the  inadequacy  of  the  wages,  it  ought  to 
be  remembered,  that  if  this  measure  should 
have  the  effect  of  raising  them,  thej  would 
still  be  no  more  than  the  wages  of  a  smgle 
roan,  and  would  never  rise  so  high  as  to 
afford  a  provision  for  a  man  with  a  family. 
I^eave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Friendly  AND  Parochial  BsksFiT 
SbciETiBS.]  Mr.  Thomas  CkmrUnay,  in 
rising  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  further  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection of  Friendly  Societies,  combattea  the 
arguments  of  those  who  had  expressedopi- 
nions  hostile  to  the  principle  on  which 
those  societies  were  formed.  Of  late 
vears  it  had  been  said  by  high  authority, 
by  Mr.  Malthus,  Mr.  Davison,  and  lastly 
b^  one  of  whom  he  was  bound  to  speak 
with  peculiar  respect,  Mr.  Copleston,  that 
to  encourage  poor  people  to  lay  by  their 
earnings  under  an  ensurance  of  this  nature, 
was  a  bad  thing;  and  that  those  whose  pro- 
perty was  very  small  should  not  enter  into 
a  mutual  guarantee.  He  thought,  that  the 
smaller  the  property,  the  greater  was  the 
necessity  of  insuring ;  he  would  illustrate 
his  opinion  by  what  was  familiar. to  him 
officially.  The  East  India  Company  did 
not  ensure,  because  the  amount  of  the 
ensurance  upon  their  great  concerns, 
would  be  equal  to  the  whole  loss  that 
could  in  any  probability  fall  upon  them ; 
but  he  who  had  ventured  his  on  a  single 
brig,  would  be  very  unwise  if  he  did  not 
ensure  it  lest,  as  Mr.  Davison  had 
said,  he  might,  if  his  voyage  proved  fa- 
vourable, find  that  he  had  subscribed  to 
the  repair  of  another's  fortune  1  In  like 
manner,  a  rich  landlord  had  no  need  to 
ensure  against  the  expenses  of  sickness ; 
but  a  labourer,  although  if  he  enjoyed 
uninterrupted  health,  might  have  made  a 
bad  speculation  in  subscribing  his  savings 
to  a  Friendly  Society,  would,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  he  should  be  disabled  by 
sickness,  lose,  without  this  precaution,  his 
whole  means  of  subsistence  at  once. 
Although  he  was  confident  that  Friendly 
Societies  were  of  the  greatest  use  to  the 
community,  it  was,  nevertheless, well  known 
that  they  were  open  to  many  abuses.  In 
the  first  place,  some  of  those  societies 
had  been  founded  on  erroneous  calcula- 
tion :  the  result  either  of  the  want  of  ac- 
curate ubles,  pr  of  the  sangwAeness  or 


igoomnce,  or  it  might  be  in  some  cases 
the  design  of  those  by  whom  they  wete 
established.    The   remedy  he  proposed 
was,  that  the  formation  of  those  soaeties 
should  be  under  the  more  Tisilimt  and 
attentive  superintendance  of  the  magta- 
trates'at  the  quarter  sessions,  entertwnmgy 
as  he  did,  no  doubt  that  at  every  quarter 
sessions,  two  of  three  magistrates  would 
be  found  who  would  be  indulged  to  give 
their  attention  to  the  sobiect*    Aa  to  lbs 
cdculations  on  which  such  societies  were 
founded,  he  intended  to  propose,  diat  two 
or  three  of  the  principal  actuaries  in  Lon- 
don should  be  employed  in  framing  theUt 
and  that  without  their  previous  opimoo, 
the  magistrates  should  interfere  to  prevent 
the  formation  of  any  new  society.    Thste 
were  many  persons  who  objected  to  the 
meeting    of    these    societies   at  pubKc 
houses.    The    superintendance    or    tiie 
magistrates  at  the  ^quarter  sessions  micht 
pernaps.be  exercised  in  abolishing  Uils 
practice.  But  he  owned  that  he  coiud  nol 
see  the  necessitjr  of  prohibitins  the  poorer 
class  from  having  those  Uttb  oonyivial 
assemblies,  without  which,  in  this  metrw- 
polis,  no  Ljring-in-hospital  or  other  poblie 
institudon  could  be  supported.    It  bad 
been  asserted,  thst  these  societies  were 
frequently  made  the  pretext  for  meednfB^ 
the  purpose  of  which  was  the  oombinaHon 
of  workmen  for  illegal  purposes.    If  such 
was  really  thefiict,  the  measures  which  he 
proposed  would  at  least  make  such  abases 
more  difficult.    These  combinations  could 
not  be  prevented,  although  Friendly  So* 
cieties,  innocent  in  their  purposes,  were 
to  lose  the  protection  of  the  law.    He 
wished  the  House  to  understand,  that  all 
he  contended  &r  was,  to  allow  those  who 
chose  to  secure  their  earnings  in  this  man- 
ner,  as  others  did  in  savings  banks.    It 
was  a  great  satisfaction  for  nim  to  know, 
that  he  who  was  entitled  to  the  greatest 
praise  from  his  country  for  his  exertiona 
in  the  establishment  of  savings  banks,  and 
who  had  published  a  book  on  the  subject, 
had  declared  Jiis  opinion  of  the  total  in* 
competency  of  savings  banks  alone;  hyt 
had  proposed  to  him,  before  the  cossmit* 
tee  on  the  poor-laws,  that  they  shoold  be 
united  to  niendly  societies.    He  aUuded 
to  Mr.  Duncan,  who  had  been  called  the 
fiither  of  savmss  banks.    It  might  be  con- 
venient, that  ne  should  say«a  few  woida 
with  respect  to  the  other  bill-4br  the 
establishment  of  Parochial  Benefit  socie- 
ties— which  he  was  about  to  ask  leave  to 
bring-  io.    Many  penRms  Ihovglit  tfeia 
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Biod6  of  providing  for  the  wants  of  the 
poor  90  desirable,  that  ita  operation 
onght  not  to  be  left  to  the  Toluntary 
acta  of  individualsi  but  that  the  poor 
ahould  be  compelled  to  resort  to  it.  It 
had  been  proposed  to  establish  this  com* 
pulsion  by  invitinff  persons  to  enter  into 
aueh  soetetiesy  and  then  by  refusing  paro- 
chial relief  to  those  who  liad  not  done  so. 
He  had  brought  in  a  bill  on  the  subject 
last  year.  He  hoped  to  be  pennittea  to 
do  the  same  now.  He  would  fairly  say, 
howerer,  that  he  saw  so  many  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  framing  an  unexceptionable 
measure,  diat  he  would  not  anticipate 
that  in  the  progress  of  the  bill  through 
the  House  it  would  be  so  rendered.  Afur 
some  farther  details  of  the  objects  and 
provisions  of  this  bill,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  first 
bill,  that  which  related  to  the  further  en- 
couragement of  friendly  societies. 

Sir  Gerard  ^O0{  stated  several  inconve- 
niences that  arose  in  parishes  in  which 
friendly  societies  were  established;  and 
especially  directed  the  notice  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  to  this-  evil,  namely,  that  in 
some  parishes  where  there  were  these 
aodeties,  parochial  aid  was  frequently 
refused  to  a  siok  man  if  he  belonged  to 
them. 

Mr.  dmrUnay  thought,  that  according 
to  the  only  principle  upon  which  the  poor 
laws  could  oe  defended,  relief  ought  to 
be  withholden  from  anpr  man  to  whom, 
from  whatever  cause,  it  was  otherwise 
than  absolutely  necessary  for  his  mainte- 
nanoe. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bills. 
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Friday^  March  26. 

SvATB  OF  THB  Navt.]  The  Earl  of 
Dttffiley  said,  he  understood  the  motions 
he  was  about  to  bring  tbrward  would  not 
be  opposed,  and  he  should  therefore 
merely  state,  in  a  few  words,  his  reason 
for  making  them.  He  was  fully  aware  of 
the  necessity  for  economy  in  every  branch 
of  the  public  service,  but  if  there  was  any 
-one  branch  more  than  another  that  the 
public  would  feel  least  disposed  to  stint, 
It  was  the  naval  service,  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  found  that  this  service  had 
been  reduced  too  low ;  for  he  was  afraid, 
from  the  late  arrangements  with  respect 
to  the  guard-ships,  that  if  the  occasion 
requited,  not  even  two  ships,  of  the  line 
•owd  be  sent  to  sea  properly  manned  and 


equipped.  Hewasakiimducedtobelievev 
that  in  the  boildinf^^the  ships  all  the 
improvements  hadjiK^%been  introduced* 
which  were  calculated  to  place  them  in  s 

f  roper  state  of  efficiency,  when  wanted, 
le  then  moved  for  accounts  of  the  num- 
ber of  ships  in  commission,  those  that  had 
been  repaired,  those  that  were  building, 
&c. 

Lord MehOle  had  no  objection tothe 
motions,  nor  Uie  least  disinclination  to 
meet  any  inquiry  upon  the  subject.  He 
could  confiaentJy  assert,  that  the  navjf 
was  now  in  a  more  efficient  state  than  H 
had  been  at  a  similar  period  afker  any 
former  war;  and  so  far  from  the  naval 
establishment  being  reduced,  the  number 
of'  seamen  now  employed  was  greater 
than  in  any  former  peace ;  the  number  on 
former  occaaions  naving  been  16|000^ 
whilst  it  was  now  20,000. 

The  Earl  of  Lwerpool  warmly  eulogised 
the  conduct  of  his  noble  friend  and  the 
board  of  Admiralty,  in  placing  the  navy  in 
the  efficient  state  in  which  it  tmdoubtedl^ 
was.  The  noble  earl,  perhaps,  meant  to 
allude  to  the  employment  of  a  part  of  the 
seamen  in  the  prevention  of  smosgling ; 
hut  he  could  assure  the  House,  that  me 
advantages  arising  from  that  measure  had 
exceeds  expectation,  as  was  proved  by 
the  amount  of  revenue  in  the  two  great 
articles  of  illicit  trade,  tea  and  spirits.  So 
successful,  indeedp  had  the  seamen  been 
upon  this  service,  that  the  govemoMnt 
had  been  enabled  to  reduce  some  of  the 
regiments  of  cavalry  hitherto  employed 
on  it. 

The  modons  were  agreed  to. 

RoTAL  Household  Bill.]  The  Earl 
of  Lwerpoolf  on  moving  the  second  read* 
ing  of  the  Royal  Household  Bill,  said,  he 
should  merely  shortly  state  the  object  of 
the  bill,  as  he  understood  no  opposition 
was  intended  to  the  principle  of  it.  The' 
saving  made  in  the  establishment  of  the 
Royal  Household,  by  the  regulations  of 
the  present  bill,  amounted  to  50,000/.  per 
annum,  exclunve  of  SSfiOOL  per  annum 
for  the  establishment  of  the  late  queen ; 
from  the  latter  were  to  be  deducted  the 
salaries  and  allowances  ^en  to  her  late 
majest/s  servants,  which  amounted  to 
18,000<.  per  annum :  thus,  the  whole  sav- 
ing would  not  be  less  than  90,000/.  per 
annum.  His  lordship  then  adverted  to 
theestablishment  for  the  Royal  Household, 
agreed  upon  at  the  commencement  of  the 
regency,  obsert  ing,  that  it  was  then  made 
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with  reference  n«a^  only  to  the  afflicted 
state  of  the  king^p^also  to  the  situation 
of  the  queen»  «}crt»^  reference  also  to 
the  consideration  that  her  majesty  would, 
in  case- of  her  surviving  the  lung«  be  en* 
tilled  to  100^000/.  per  annum,  although 
it  was  not  deemed  expedient  to  consider 
her  in  any  other  character  than  as  queen 
consort.  Since  that  period,  eight  years 
had  elapsed;  and  in  consequence  of  her 
inajesty's  demis  and  the  much  less  pro- 
bability of  thr  jovery  of  the  king,  it 
had  been  deeo  .adviseable  to  reduce  the 
establishment,  but  still  keeping  up  what 
was  due  to  his  dignity  as  sovereign,  as 
well  as  to  his  afflicted  state.  In  this  view, 
the  reduction  had  been  made  on  the  lowest 

{possible  scale;  and,  indeed,  whatever  dif- 
erence  of  opinion  had  at  first  prevailed 
in  another  place  upon  this  subject,  all 
were  agreea,  that  no  farther  reduction 
could  be  made,  consistently  with  a  due 
andnroper  regard  to  the  afflicted  situation 
of  tiie  king,  and  with  those  feelings  of 
loyalty  and  affection  with  which,  he 
doubted  not,  all  were  actuated  towards 
the  person  of  our  venerated  sovereign. 
There  were  some  minor  points  of  detail, 
upon  which  he  differed  with  the  other 
House,  thinking  that  the  reduction  h^d 
been  in  some  respects  carried  too  far ;  but 
into  this  part  of  the  subject  he  should  not 
enter.  :  There  was  another  point  also, 
which  more  properly  belonged  to  the  com- 
mittee; he  alluaed  to  the  grant  of  lOfiOOL 
per  annum  Co  the  duke  of  York,  as  custos 
personiae,  and  which  was  the  same  amount 
thait  had  been  granted  in  a  similar  situation 
to  the  late  queen.  He  was  aware  that  ob- 
jections had  been  urged  to  thb,  and  he 
owed  it  to  the  duke  of  York  to  state,  that 
his  royal  highness  had  not  sought  for  any 
such  allowance ;  no^was  there  any  doubt 
that,  without  any  such  allowance,  his 
royal  highness  would  execute  the  trust 
reposed  m  him  with  all  the  fidelity  and 
attention  that  the  warmest  affection  could 
'dictate.  But  his  royal  highness  had  other 
highly-itnportant  ddties  to  execute,  which 
precluded  his  residence  at  Windsor;  and 
there  must  be  a  certain  expense  incurred 
in  the  execution  of  the  trust;  to  what 
amount  he  could  not  with  any  precision 
atate,  but  undoubtedly  parliament  having 
thought  it  right  to  give  toe  queen  10,00o£ 
per  annum  as  custos  personse,  there  could 
be  no  question  that  the  duke  of  York  was 
Ailly  entitled  to  that  allowance. 
•  Earl  Grt^  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  op« 
pose  the  second  reading  of  the  biUy  being 
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satisfied  with  it  so  far  as  It  went  upan  a 
principle  of  reduction,  which  was  so  highly 
essential  in  the  present  distressed  atate  of 
^he  country,  and  which,  if  it  could  be  car- 
ried  still  farther,  it  would  be  still  moi« 
satisfactory  to  him.  In  saying  this,  he 
meant  nothing  derogatory  to  the  monarch  ; 
sincere  and  aflbctionate  loyalty  to  hia 
soyereign,  compassion  for  his  afflictiona» 
respect  for  his  age,  induced  him  to  wish 
that  sovereign  to  have  every  comfort  thai 
his  state  required,  and  jto  have  evenr  ap- 
pendage of  dignity  consistent  with  hia 
afflicted  situation;  but  he  would  snunl 
nothing  on  the  delusive  pretence  of  dig* 
nity,  which  formed  so  melancholy  a  con* 
trast  with  the  actual  aflliction  of  his  situa* 
tion.  The  noble  lord  hadalluded  to  what 
had  passed  in  another  place,  and  he  ( lord 
Grey)  might  regularly  do  so,  because  tha 
Votes  of  the  other  House,  and  other  do* 
cuments,  were  before  their  lordships.  He 
found,  by  those  documents,  that  in  the 
other  House  It  had  been  thought  expe- 
dient to  refer  this  subject  to  a  committee; 
and  he  could  not  but  think,  that  the  deli« 
cacy  of  the  subject,  and  the  respect  doe 
to  their  lordships,  called  for  a  similar  pro- 
ceeding m  that  House ;  or  at  least,  if  thai 
was  not  thought  expedient,  they  mi^i 
have  sent  a  message  to  the  other  Hottse» 
requesting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  tMr 
committee,  which  would  have  given  them 
some  information  as  to  the  details  which 
had  been  investigated.  Instead  of  thia^ 
however,  they  were  called  upon,  without 
information,  to  vote  upon  the  bill;  and 
though  he  undoubtedly  reioiced  in  the 
saving  that  was  made,  he  should  wish  to 
know,  whether  that  reduction  could  be 
still  farther  consistently  extended ;  every 
savinc,  however  minute,  being  Imperiously 
called  for  by  the  distressed  situation  of  the 
country.  The  question  also  still  remained, 
why  the  reduction  of  the  Windsor  esta* 
blishment  had  not  before  taken  place? 
for  no  reason  had  been  statedby  the  noble 
earl  for  the  reduction  now,  in  oonseoueaca 
of  the  demise  of  the  queen,  which  aid  not 
equally  apply  to  it  during  the  life-time  of 
her  majesty,  and  the  propriety  of  which 
reduction  he  (lord  Grey)  nad  often  urged 
in  that  House.  With  regard  to  the  allow- 
ance of  10,OOQli  per  annum  to  the  duke  of 
York,  it  was  a  sid>ject  to  which  he  ad* 
verted  with  venr  considerable  pain.  He 
highly  respected  the  duke  for  his  public 
services ;  he  highly  esteemed  him  ror  hia 
private  virtues;  but  no  ooasideratioe 
should  induce  him  te  shrink  fton  the  die* 
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durge  of  a  public  doty;  and  that  public 
duty  undoubtedly  compeUed  him  to  op- 
pose the  allowance.  He  could  not,  indeed, 
Dut  painfully  regret,  that  such  a  question 
had  been  draffg^  forward,  tending,  as  it 
did,  so  deeply  to  injure  the  duke  in  the 
public  estimauon,  the  public  every  where 
considering  it  as  prejudicial  to  their  in- 
terests and  insulting  to  their  understand- 
ings.   Nothing  had  been  urged  by  the 
MMile  earl  that  could  in  any  way  justify 
■uch  a  grant;  and  when  he  considered  the 
only  plea  that  had  been  brought  forward, 
the  expense  of  the  office  of  custos,  he 
could  not  but  view  it  as  obtaining  a  grant 
of  lOflOOL  a  year  under  a  fidse  pretence. 
The  noble  earl  had  endeavoured  also  to 
justify  Uie  grant  on  the  ground  of  the 
aame  allowance  having  been  given  to  her 
latenujesty;  but  to  this  he  would  say, 
that  in  not  opposing  that  grant  to  her  late 
Bugesty,  he  was  guilty  of  a  great  oversight; 
but  undoubtedly  he  considered  it  as  unjus- 
tifiable equally  with  the  present  proposal, 
and  the  very  argument  itself  showed  the 
danger  of  anddng  a  precedent  of  this  na- 
ture, which  was  thus  brought  forward  to 
jusdfy  a  measure  contraiy  to  justice,  and 
which  mi^t  be  adduced  in  the  same  way 
to  sanction  other  measures  of  the  same 
tendency.    He  could  not  but  deeply  re* 
ff  ret,  that  such  a  measure  had  been  at  all 
Drought  forward.    The  noble  earl  might 
not  be  acquainted  with  the  effisct  produced 
by  it  in  the  country,  but  he  could  assure 
farai,  that  that  impression  was  the  most 
unCavoarable  that  any  proposition  could 
have  given  rise  to. 

The  Earl  of  Harrmoh  was  sensible  that 
the  fubject  to  which  the  noble  earl  had 
Idlttded  in  the  latter  part  of  his  speech, 
was  one  which  would  best  be  discussed 
in  the  committee.  It  would  then  be  for 
their  lordships  to  consider,  whether  the 
proposition  was  hostile  to  Uie  interests 
and  insulting  to  the  understanding  of  the 
pidilic,  as  the  noble  earl  called  it,  or  one 
called  ibr  by  a  sense  of  justice,  and  of  what 
was  due  to  the  Acuity  of  the  Crown. 
According  to  the  pnndple  laid  down  by 
the  noble  lord,  it  would  be  necessary  for 
parliament  to  Institute  an  investigation,  in 
order  to  see  how  low  the  estid)lidiment  at 
Windsor  could  be  reduced,  if  all  regard 
to  decorum  and  dignity  were  set  aside. 
The  noble  earl  waa  wiUioff  to  allow  what- 
ever might  be  necessary  mr  the  comfort 
of  the  royal  suihreri  but  nothmg  more. 
He  tonated  their  lordshfoe  would  never 
SW  tbtUl  under  die  idM  that  k  was 


limited  to  such  an  object.    The  principle 
laid  down  by  the  noble  earl  amounted, 
merely  to  this:   that  if  their  lordships 
provided  food,  lodging,  and  medical  as« 
sistance  for  his  majesty,  under  his  pre- 
sent odamity,  they  sufficiently  discharged 
their  duty.    Thus,  that  rule  of  provision 
which  would  be  too  narrow  for  the  guid- 
ance of  a  dutiful  son  or  an  affectionate 
relative,  was  to  be  thought  perfectly  well 
suited  to  their  lordships'  feelings  m  ar^ 
ranging  an  establishment  for  the  sovereign 
of  this  great  country     They  were  not  - 
then  called  upon  to  calculate  whether  the 
establishment  might  be  2fi00l.  or  S,00(tf. 
more  or  less.    He  stated  no  more  than 
fact  when  he  thus  spoke ;  for  if  once  their 
lordships  were  to  consider  that  parliament 
was  bound  only  to  provide  for  the  neces- 
sary wants,  and  attend  to  the  personal 
comforts  of  the  king,  knowing,  as  they 
did,  that  nothing  more  was  necessary  to 
be  done  for  the  kio^  in  this  respect  than 
for  anyprivate  individual,  they  would  lower 
the  respect  of  the  people  for  the  throne, 
and  place  the  sovereign  on  a  level  with 
the  meanest  ofhis  subjects.  Their  lordships 
should  enter  on  the  consideration  of  this 
measure.  Impressed  with  the  idea  that 
they  were  providing,  not  for  Uie  care  and 
custody  ofan  individual,  but  for  the  state 
and  dignity  of  the  sovereign,  so  far  as  that 
state  and  dignity  could  be  consulted  con-' 
sistently  with  his  majesty's  unhappy  situa- 
tion, and  the  burthened  condition  of  the 
country;  animated  vrith  sentiments  Sf re- 
gret, that  the  anticipation  ofhis  recovery, 
which  at  first  made  a  more  splendid  esta- 
blishment necessary,  was  now  no  longer 
entertained;  lamenting  that  the  nation 
could  not  continue,  when  that  hope  had 
expired,  what  it  supported  when  that  hope 
existed ;  and  regrettmg  that  considerationa 
of  economy,  and  a  resard  for  the  distresses 
of  the  people,  rendered  the  reducUoos 
necessarjr   which   had    been   proposed. 
Those  reductions  were  most  ample ;  but 
they  did  not  afiect  the  principle,  that  the 
present  establishment  was  proposed  for 
majesty,  and  ought  to  be  supported  as 
-necessary  to  the  dignity  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  reverence  due  to  the  head  of  the 
government  of  the  country. 

Earl  Grey  swd,  that  in  the  whole  of 
his  parliamentary  life  he  had  never  heard 
any  thing  more  unnecessary,  more  un- 
warranted, and  more  out  or  place,  than 
the  remarks  of  the  noble  can  about  his 
loralty.  He  had  used  no  expresdona 
whidi  could  fivnish  a  pretext  for  the 


IIG7]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

loyal  efiusion  whieh  their  lordships  had 
Just  heard.  wHe  could  not  pledge  his  me* 
morv  as  to  the  particular  words  he  had 
usea ;  but,  so  far  as  he  recollected,  be  had 
said|that  with  every  sentiment  of  reyerence 
for  his  afflicted  sovereign  that  could  be 
inspired  by  the  virtues  of  his  life  or  the 
emmence  of  his  station,  he  would  support 
any  expense  that  was  esoential  to  the 
maintenance  of  his  dignity.  He  only  pro* 
tested  against  that  fuse  plea  of  dignity 
which  was  brought  to  justify  an  extrava- 
gance which  the  people  could  ill  bear, 
and  to  maintain  an  useless  splendolr, 
which  contrasted  m  inharmoniously  with 
the  real  ciroumstances  of  his  majesty. 

The  Earl  of  fTorroo^vsaid,  he  had  cer- 
tainly misapprehended  tne  noble  earl ;  for 
he  had  understood  him  to  say,  that  his 
consent  to  the  bill  would  depend  solely 
on  the  reduction^  of  the  royal  establish- 
ment it  contained,  and  the  relief  to  the 
country  which  it  administered. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 
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Royal  Burghs  ot  Scotland.]  Sir 
Jamec  Mackintosh  presented  a  petition 
from  the  royal  burgh  of  Dumfries,  com- 
plaining of  the  present  system  of  electing 
magistratet  in  that  burgh.  The  petition, 
he  took  upon  himself  to  say,  wys  signed 
by  its  most  respectable  inhabitants ;  and, 
he  felt  himself  bound  in  justice  to  add, 
that  the  principles  on  whidb  they  prayed 
for  redress,  were  strictly  constitutional, 
and  unmixed  with  any  of  those  wild  and 
visionary  theories  which  had  so  much 
abused  the  cause  of  reform.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  royal  burghs  was  480,000. 
Of  these  410,000  had  petitioned  for  a  re- 
form in  the  present  system.  Of  the  re- 
mainmg  70,000,  it  was  to  be  observed, 
that  though  they  had  not  petitioned  in  fa- 
vour of  such  a  measure,  yet  they  had  not 
sent  up  a  single  petition,  or  signed  a  soli- 
tary resolution  against  it,  however  depen- 
dent any  part  of  them  might  be  supposed 
to  be  on  tne  will  of  those  who  wistied  to 
preserve  the  present  system.  If  ever, 
therefore,  there  was  a  question  on  which 
the  public  voice  of  those  interested  in  the 
issue  was  most  unequivocally  declared,  it 
was  that  to  which  the  petition  adverted. 

Mr.  MaHland  said,  that  the  more  this 
subject  was  agitated  and -discussed,  the 
more  evident  would  appear  Ae  general 
opinion  of  the  people  or  Scodiuid  in  fluroitr 


of  a  reform,  which  should  pot  an  end  to^ 
the  notorious  grievances  of  which  these 
petitioners  complained. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

New  Sodth  W^les.]  Mr.*  Bennett 
rose,  pursuant  to  his  notice  of  moving  the 
House  to  instruct  the  committee  on  gaola 
to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  New* 
South  Wales.  He  was  happy  to  iofonn. 
the  House,  that  there  was  no  occasion  for 
him  to  proceed  with  his  motion,  as  the 
committee  had  come  to  a  resolution  of! 
turning  their  attention  to  the  subject  with- 
out any  delay. 

Breach  of  PRiviLBOB.-*CoMPBAiirt* 

RESPECTING  THE    ARREST   OF    TUOMAS 

Stinton.]  Lord  Alikorp  solicited  the 
attention  of  the  House,  whilst  he  detailed 
to  it  a  most  gross  violation  of  its  privileges^ 
which  had  lately  occurred.  A  soldier  oi* 
the  ^rst  regiment  of  guards,  named  Stin- 
ton, had  been  summoned  to  attend  and 
give  evidence  before  the  committee  on 
the  Worcester  election^  HehadattendcMd, 
and  had  been  examined  on  Saturday  last. 
As  he  was  retiring  from  the  room  itt  whteh 
the  committee  sat,  and  was  crossing  tiie 
lobby  of  the  House,  he  was  arrested  by  a 
sergeant  of  the  euards,  for  a  military  of- 
fence which  he  had  committed;  that  of- 
fence was  his  absence  from  parade,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  attendance  at  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  committee,  on  hear- 
ing of  the  circumstance,  had  not  taken 
any  immediate  notice  of  it ;  because  they 
thought  that  when  the  soldier's  conduct 
was  explained  to  his  officers,  nothing 
would  be  done  to  punish  hinw  Since  that 
time,  the  man  had  been  tried  by  a  court 
martial,  though  sentence  had  not,  he  be- 
lieved, been  passed  upon  him.  He 
thought  that  such  a  transaction  was  well 
worthy  of  their  consideration:  fiorhis  owd 
part,  be  must  denounce  it  as  a  most  fla- 
grant breach  of  privilege  to  arrest  in  the 
precincts  of  the  House,  any  witness  who 
was  in  attendance  pursuant  to  its  orders* 
They  ought  in  all  cases  to  punish  with 
severity  any  breach  of  their  privileges; 
but  still  more  so,  when  the  breach  was 
committed  by  military  authority. 

Colonel  tcmmhend  said,  that  Sttaton 
had  not  been  punished  in  conseauenoe  of 
his  absence  from  pariade ;  be  haa  behaved 
ill  in  many  other  respects ;  bad  endeavour- 
ed to  escape  from  the  serjeaot  who  had 
arrested  him;  and,  b  consequence^  had 
been  broiight  to  a  coun-martial.    What 
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the^entenoe  of  that  court  wit  ht  couU 
not  say. 

Bir  M.  IF.  Ridky  thooglit  that  tuch  an 
outrage  onght  to  bie  marked  bjr  the  oen- 
aureof  theHouie  on  the  mdnrtdaal  who 
liad  been  guilty  of  it. 

Mr.  Twmey  taid^  that  the  real  queation 
was,  whether  the  soldier  had  or  bad  not 
4>een  arrested  wbHstlie  was  in  attendance 
upon  a  auunnous  from  a  committee  of  the 
floose.  Now  Tt  anpearM  th^t  he  had 
teen  so  arrestedt  ana  arrested  also  in  tiie 
iwecnycts  of  the  House.  The  seneant» 
therefore,  who  had  arrested  him,  had  cer* 
tainly  tranwresaed  against  their  prifileges. 

Vie.  Bedteit  admitted  that  the  House 
Aoold  take  notice  of  the  prooeediney  but 
believed  that  the  ofience  for  which  the 
Boldier  was  tried  was  wholly  of  a  miiitaiy 
suture. 

Mr.  Bennti  'obserredi'tfaatiM  the  soldier 
fiad  been  illegally  arrested  in  the  first  in- 
^atance,  he  did  tiot  see  whv  he  should  be 
punished  for  an  attempted  escape  from  an 
wrrest  which,  m  point  cf  law,  was  no  ar- 
mtataU.  He  also  maintained,  dmt,  as 
l3ie  arrest  was  illegal,  any  punishment  in- 
flicted on 'the  adldier,  for -his  endeavour  to 
escape  from  that  arrest,  would  be  highly 
fllegal.  For  his  oim  part  he  should  wi^ 
to  tee  the  minutes  of  the  court-martial. 

Sir  C.  Manek  considered  this  a  noh- 
tion  of  a  most -important  privilege.  The 
House  was  bound  to  protect  its  witnesses, 
and  in  dohig  to  it  x^hff  exerted  the  same 
power  which  every  court  of  justice  pos- 
aessed,  and  When  necessary  exerted. 

fiir  Jama  Maekinttnh  asserted,  that  a 
more  serious  breach  of  privilege  could  not 
be  committed,  especially  as  it  originated 
from  a  military  officer.  If,  durmg  the 
course  ofa  late  examination,  a  party  bid 
been  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Ser- 
jeant at  arms,  for  using  threatening  lan- 
guage to  «  witness  who  had  been  exa- 
mined at  the  bar  of  that  House^m  punish- 
ment wfaidi  he,  for  one,  did  notthmk  dis- 
proportionate to  the  oSence  which  had 
tendered  it  necessary^sutely  they  ought 
to  exercise  equal  severity  towards  a  mili- 
tary man  who  had  been  guilty  of  so  gross 
an  outraffe  as  that  upon  which  they  were 
then  debating.  He  had  never  before 
beard  such  unsatisfactory  and  extraordi- 
nary arguments  as  those  which  the  judge 
advocate  had  just  advanced ;  he  had  heard 
them  with  surprise  not  unmingled  with  in- 
dignation. The  learned  gentleman  bad 
intimated,  that  an  ignorance  of  the  privi- 
leges oFthe'Hoose  was  lo  be  -consiaered 
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as  a  sufficient  excuse  for  the  breach  of 
them.  Ignorance  might,  indeed,  be 
l^eaded  in  Extenuation,  when  the  offend- 
ing party  was  brought  to  the  bar;  but 
could  not,  and  ou^bt  not  to  be  considered 
as  an  excuse  for  his  conduct.  If  they  ad- 
mitted such  a  justification  at  the^  present 
time,  they  might  as  well  extend  it  to  all 
invasions  which  the  military  officers  of  the 
crown  4night  hereafter  think  it  convenient 
to  make  upon  their  rights  and  privileges. 
He  certainly  thoueht  diat  the  serieant 
ought  to  be  brou^t  to  the  bsr  of  the 
House,  and  that  his  conduct  ought  to  be 
invesUaated  closely.  One  breach  of  pri- 
vileee  had  been  committed  in  the  arrest 
of  the  soldier,  under  the  circumstances 
which  had  been  described  to  them ;  ano- 
ther had  also  been  committed  in  bringing 
the  subsequent  charge  of  an  attempted 
escape  against  him,  befiire  a  court-martial. 
The  escape,  or  rather  the  pretended  es- 
cape, was  a  part  of  Stinton's  conduct, 
which  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
had  been  arrested  rendered  perfectiy  jus- 
tifiable. To  whatever  other  resolutions 
the  House  ro%ht  come,  he  thought  that 
they  could  not  rest  satisfied  without  a 
copy  at  least  of  the  charge  preferred 
^gamst  Stinton  being  submitted  to  their 
notice. 

Mr.  Beckett  said,  that  the  learned  gen- 
tlenaan  was  wholly  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  he  had  extenuated  the  conduct  of 
the  Serjeant,  on  the  ground  of  his  igno- 
rance of  the  privileges  of  that  House.  As 
to  the  court  martial,  he  understood  it  was 
solicited  by  the  soldier. 

Mr.  Bennei  said,  it  was  probable  the 
soldier  solicited  the  court  martial,  because 
he  would  have  been  flogged  without  it. 

Lord  AUIwrp  then  moved.  That  the 
Serjeant  of  the  first  regiment,  of  Foot 
Gusrds,  who  arrested  Thomas  Stinton  on 
Saturday  last,  be  ordered  to  attend  the 
House  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Wynn  thought  it  highly  objection- 
able to  adjourn  such  a  question  to  so 
distant  a  period.  Important  as  the  busi- 
ness wtt  which  was  at  that  time  to  come 
under  discussion,  it  could  not  be  more 
important  than  that  which  they  were  then 
discussing.  Rather  than  such  an  adjourn- 
ment should  take  place,  he  should  prefer 
that  Ae  House  should  meet  and  specially 
consider  the  matter  to-morrow.  For  his 
own  part,  he  thought  that  the  House 
ought  not  to  separate  without  coming  to 
a  decision  on  tne  question  forthwith.  In 
the  last  parliament^  when  a  witness  had 
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beta  arretted  within  the  precincts  of  tjie 
House  in  a  civil  case,  they  had  come  to  a 
decision  forthwith:  the  reasoifs  which  led 
them  to  form  such  a  determination  in  a 
civil  case,  ought  to  actuate  them  still  more 
strongly  in  a  military  one* 

After  some  further  conversatiooi  the 
aeijeanty  and  also  Thomas  Stinton  were 
ordered  to  attend  the  House  fbrthvnth. 

Shortly  after,  the  serjeant  was  called 
in  and  examined.  He  stated,  that  his 
name  was  John  Hardy,  and  that  he 
belonged  to  the  1st  regiment  of  guards. 
He  admitted  that  on  Saturday  last 
he  had  come  in  search  of  Thomas  Stin- 
ton, and  fousd  him  in  the  lobby  of  the 
Bouse  of  Commons.  He  was  takmg 
bim  to  his  quarters  when  the  said 
Stinton  ran  away  from  him*  In  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  however,  he  regained 
Eossession  of  his  prisoner,  and  tooK  him 
efore  the  orderly  officer.  In  all  he  had 
done,  he  had  acted  by  the  orders  of  ser- 
jeant-major  Sutton,  and  on  the  eround 
that  Stinton  had  absented  himself  from 
the  defaulter's  drill,  at  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing. Stinton  had  since  been  tried  by  a 
court-martial  on  the  charge  of  having  ab- 
sented himself,  disobeyea  orders,  effected 
his  escape,  and  made  away  with  a  piece 
of  cloth  belonging  to  the  witness.  He 
had  no  knowledge  that  Stinton  had  re- 
ceived a  summons  to  attend  an  election 
committee;  neither  did  he  know  that  it 
was  a  breach  of  privilege  to  seise  him  in 
the  lobby  of  the  House*  He  had  only 
thought  of  obeying  his  orders.  The  de- 
faulter's drill  took  place  at  nine  in  the 
JBornlng,  and  lasted  at  least  one  hour, 
and  when  Stinton  was  seized  be  account- 
ed for  his  absence  by  sapling,  that  he 
most  attend  the  House  of  Commons  by 
hal f-past  eight  in  the  morning.  He  ought, 
however,  to  have  reported  his  havine  re- 
ceived a  summons  before  he  absented  him- 
self, but  had  not  done  it  either  to  the 
witness,  or  to  anjr  of  his  officers.  His  ex- 
cuie  was,  that  his  absence  had  been  occa- 
sioned by  his  attendance  on  the  House  of 
Commons.— The  witness  then  withdrew. 
Lord  Althorp  expressed  his  opinion, 
thai  there  was  now  evidence  before  the 
House,  to  show  that  Stinton  had  been 
brought  to  a  court-martial,  amongst  other 
things,  upon  a  charge  of  being  absent 
from  drill,  that  abMnce  having  been 
caused  by  his  attendance  on  a  committee 
of  the  House.  The  statement  of  these 
eircumstances  clearly  indicated  a  case  of 
a  breach  of  privilege,  and  rendered  it 
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necessary  that  the  minutes  of  the  court- 
martial  should  be  laid  before  them. 

Lord  Paimerston  observed,  that  one 
reason  why  the  man  hsd  been  brought  ta 
a  court-martial  was,  that  he  had  refused, 
to  afiswer  any  question  put  to  him  by  him 
superior  officers,  and  had  actually  invited 
them  to  bring  him  before  on^. 

Thomas  Sutton  was  then  examined. 
He  stated,  that  he  was  serjeant-raajor  to 
the  1st  regiment  of  guards,  and  that  hear- 
ing Stinton  had  been  missing  at  the  de^ 
faulter's  drill,  he  had  ordered  serjeant 
Hardy  to  secure  him.  He  afterwards 
learnt  about  two  oclock  that  it  had  beea 
done,  and  as  he  found  that  Stinton's 
absence  had  been  occasioned  by  hi^  at- 
tendance on  the  House  of  Commons,  he 
had  directed  serjeant  Hardy  only  to  con« 
fine  him  to  the  barracks*  Stinton  having 
subsequently  made  his  escape  and  beea 
retaken  was  confined  till  Monday,  and 
then  arraigned  for  breach  of  duty.  He 
told  the  a^utant,  who  reasoned  with  him 
on  the  subject,  that  the  charge  was  false, 
and  that  he  would  not  answer  the  ques- 
tions of  any  one,  unless  he  were  brought 
before  a  court  martial*  He  behaved  with 
the  same  impropriety  to  the  commanding 
officer.  He  was  then  brought  before  a 
court-martial,  and  found  guilty  of  two 
of  the  charts  laid  against  him,  but,  in 
consequence  of  his  (Mcading  that  he  had 
been  summoned  to  attend  the  House  of 
Commons,'  the  court  had  pardoned  bim 
and  no  punishment  had  been  inflicted 
upon  him*  On  the  Friday  previous  to  hii 
absence,  he  had  stated  u>  thb  witness 
that  he  had  received  a  summons  to  attend 
the  House  of  Commons,  upon  which  the 
witness  told  him  that  he  must  inform  him 
whether  his  attendance  would  interfere 
with  his  military  dutv,  which  he  never 
did.  The  witness  did  not  know  that 
Stinton  had  been  called  before  a  com- 
mittee'of  the  House  of  Commons,  except 
from  the  report  given  him  by  serjeant 
Hardy.-*He  then  withdrew. 

Lord  AUkofjp  was  happy  to  find  that  no 
breach  of  privilege  had  been  committed. 
He  considered  it,  however,  desirable  that 
the  subject  should  be  prosecuted  to  an 
end ;  and  in  order  that  it  might  be  fully 
recorded  in  their  Journals,  he  would  move 
that  the  minutes  of  the  court-martial 
should  be  produced* 

Mr.  Beckett  conceived  such  a  proceed- 
ing to  be  unusual,  except  in  the  case  of 
some  distinct  ground  being  laid  for  it. 
They  wete  all  agreed,  he  had  no  doubt. 
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that  thei  Serjeants  deserved  praise  rather 
than  censure  for  .their  conduct ;  neither 
was  there  any  evidence  that  the  soldier 
had  been  tried  upon  any  charge  connected 
with  this  transaction. 

Mr.  Tierneu  said,  thst  this  was  the 
question  which  was  not  distinctly  made 
out  by  the  evidence  of  the  seneants.  It 
was  also  matter  of  doubt,  whether  the 
court-martial  had  been  suffered  to  go  on 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts,  or  whether 
the  facts  only  transpired  at  its  conclusion. 

Mr.  Wynn  thought  it  appeared  by  the 
evidence  that  the  man  had  been  ordered 
into  confinement  by  his  officer,  after  the 
latter  had  been  informed  of  the  cause  of 
his  absence.  This  was  in  itself  a  breach 
of  privilege,  and  the  court-martial  could 
scarcely  nave  been  ienorant  of  the  cir- 
cumstances. It  was  desirable,  therefore, 
that  the  hon.  officer  should  inform  the 
House,  what  had  been  the  immediate 
cause  of  bringing  the  man  to  a  court* 
martial. 

Colonel  Tcmtuhend  stated  the  circum- 
stances under  which  he  had  become  ac- 
quainted with  Ae  nature  of  the  present 
case,  upon  the  man's  first  confinement. 
He  had  conferred  with  one  or  two  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  on  the  subject;  but 
finding  that  the  man  had  broken  away 
from  the  Serjeant,  and  had  in  other  re* 
spects  misconducted  himself,  he  directed 
that  he  should  be  proceeded  with  in  the 
usual  way. 

After  some  further  conversation,  die 
motion  was  agreed  to. 


Elzctiok  Oaths  Bill.]  Mr. 
Ham  WiUianu^  pursuant  to  notice,  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  impose  an 
oathon(persons  voting  in  right  of  small  firee* 
holds  and  to  prevent  fraudulent  convey- 
ances of  such  freeholds;  and  also  to  amend 
the25th  Geo.  Srd,  c.  84,  relative  to  the  oath 
of  qualification.  His  object  in  bringing  in 
this  bill  was  not  to  alter  in  any  respect 
the  law  of  the  land ;  he  merely  wished,  that 
whoever  claimed  a  right  to  vote,  should 
honajide  possess  that  right. 

Leave' was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 
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On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill   for  randering  the 
growing   produce   of  the    consolidated 
tod  available  for  the  pablic  aervice, 
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The  Marquis  of  Lansdowie  said,  that 
the  bill  should  have  his  warmest  support.; 
for  nothing  could  be  more  just  and  proper 
than  its  provisions,  so  far  as  they  wenL 
He  must,  however,  call  their  lordships 
attention  to  the  principle  on  which  it 
was  founded,  and  the  very  limited  extent 
to  which  that  principle  was  carried.  The 
principle  of  the  bill  went  to  carry  into 
efiect,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  measure 
which  was  but  common  justice  towards 
the  public,  which  had  long  been  called 
for  by  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  which 
an  individual  of  the  other  House  (Mr* 
Grenfell^  had,  in  a  manner  highly  honour- 
eble  to  himself,  made  repeated  endeavours 
to  obtam  for  the  countrv*  He  alluded 
to  the  efforts  which  had  been  made  te 
procure  for  the  public  a  participation  ia 
the  advantages  arising  from  the  balances 
left  in  the  possession  of  the  Bank.  Of 
that  jprofit  which  die  Bank  ought  to  de- 
rive irom  its  money  transactions,  in  tha 
fair  course  of  trade,  no  man  would  wish 
it  to  foe  deprived;  but,  after  thefidr  profit* 
should  be  secured,  it  was  but  right  that 
the  public  should  share  in  the  advantage 
arising  from  balances  left  in  the  Banic, 
and  which  of  late  years  had  firequentlj 
accumulated  to  a  great  amount.  This 
bill,  therefore,  in  this  respect,  was  most 
just  in  principle,  but  at  the  same  time  ex- 
tremely defective  in  its  provisions,  since 
it  confined  the  application  of  the  principle 
to  one  description  of  balances,  namely^ 
to  balances  on  the  growing  produce  of  the 
consolidated  fund,  arisine  on  money  re- 
ceived at  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  at 
the  Bank.  Why  was  not  this  pnnciple 
carried  to  a  greater  extent  ?  Why  was  it 
not  applied  to  the  balances  of  the  customs 
and  excise,  of  which  at  least  S,000,00tf. 
might  be  made  available  eadi  auarter  ia 
the  same  manner,  and  to  which  die  publie 
was  no  less  fairly  entitled  than  to  tbat 
granted  by  the  present  bill  ?  It  had  been 
boasted  that  the  arrangement  contem* 
plated  by  this  bill  would  produce  a  saving 
of  interest  on  balances  to  the  amount  of 
6,000,00(W.;  whereas  the  fact  was,  that 
the  average  of  these  balances  taken 
throughout  the  year  did  not  exceed 
4,000,00(M.  Besides,  the  advantaffe,  to 
whatever  extent  it  misht  arise,  could  only 
be  enjoyed  by  the  pnblic  for  a  small  part 
of  the  year ;  for  it  was  provided,  that  the 
bills  made  out  under  the  act  of  the  57th  of 
the  kine,  commonly  called  deficiency  bills, 
should  DO  discharjKd  before  this  measure 
eould  operate.     To  this  object  the  ba« 
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lanoes  on  the  growing  produce  of  the 
consolidated  fund  must  always,  hi  the 
first  instance,  be  applied.  The  sum  re» 
quired  for  the  discoarge  of  deficiency 
bills  amountedi  in  the  course- of  the  last 
two  years,  to  not  less  than  3,300,00(M« 
The  balances  lodged  in  the  Bank  being 
first  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  defi^^ 
ciency  bills,  what  remained  could  be  but 
a  little  while  in  ito  possession,  before  the 
5th  of  July,  the  end  of  the  present 
quarter ;  thus  it  waa  only  during  the  last 
weeks  of  the  quarter  that  the  bill  would 
liave  any  beneficial  effect  of  the  kind 
which  had  been  attributed  to  it.  In  the 
aucceeding  quarter,  a  fresh  deficiency 
would  arisei  and  the  consequent  necessity 
of  first  discharging  the  bills  destined  to 
meet  it«  The  only  advantage  which  the 
public  could  obtam  by  the  measure  must 
therefore  be  limited  to  the  saying  of  in- 
terest on  the  casual  and  temporary  em* 
ployment  of  about  2,900,000/.  after  the 
deficiency  bills  were  discharged,  which 
on  an  average  throughout  the  year,  would 
not  be  more  than  equal  to  1,000,000/. 
He  did  not  make  these  observations  in  a 
spirit  of  opposition  to  the  bill,  but  to 
show  that  It  possessed  that  limited  Tcha* 
racter  he  hacl  attributed  to  it;  and  to 
endeavour  to  impress  on  their  lordships, 
the  propriety  of  not  confining  their  atten- 
tion to  this  measure  only.  He  hoped 
they  would  apply  the  same  principle  to 
balances  of  all  descriptions. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  aaid,  that  in 
considering  the  present  measure,  the 
House  would  recollect  that  the  question 
as  to  the  advantage  the  public  ou^ht  to 
derive  from  the  balances  aeposited  in  the 
.  Bank  had  been  very  fully  considered  in 
1807  and  1808.  An  investigation  then 
tookpUceby  a  committee,  the  result  of 
which  was  the  expression  of  an  opinion, 
that  the  public  should  either  share  in  the 
advantage  of  the  balances,  or  that  the 
Bank  should  advance  a  certain  sura  br 
way  of  loan  without  interest*  The  Bank 
proposed  a  loan  of  8,000,0001.  for  the 
public  service,  which  it  was  then  thouEht 
more  adviseble  to  accept  than  the  other 
alternative.  With  regard  to  the  average 
amount  of  the  balances  in  qaestioa,  it 
was  probable  that  the  sum  would  idti- 
Biately  not  be  less  than  ^flOOfiOOL  As 
to  the  balances  to  which  the  noble  mar- 
quis had  alluded,  he  had  no  difiiculty  in 
atating,  that  it  had  not  been  thought 
proper  to  extend  the  principle  farther  at 
j>iese<^tj  while  an  inquiry  was  goiqg  on 


which  had  for  Ita  object  the  aflbira  of  the 
Bank. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  tlucd  tine,  and 
passed 


H0U9E  OF  COMMON8. 
Monday,  March  29. 

Complaint  agaih8tMr.  Wthdhajc 
QuiN.3  The  order  of  the  day  beinig 
read,  sir  B>obert  Wilson  moved,  **  That 
the  matter  of  the  Complaint  ag«nai 
the  hon.  Wyndham  Quin  oe  taken  into 
further  consideration*" 

Mr.  Wyndhmm  Qidn  then  rose^  and 
stated  that  it  was  his  wish  to  deliver  • 
few  observations  to  the  House  previooa 
to  their  proceeding  to  the  consideratioQ 
of  this  subject,  and  he  hoped  in  the  few 
words  which  he  had  to  say,  he  dhould 
experience  the  indulgence  of  the  House* 
When  he  before  addressed  the  House,  io 
the  statement  he  then  made,  he  had  con* 
fined  himself  to  the  matter  of  charge  ia 
the  petition  of  which  he  now  held  a  copy 
in  his  hands ;  and  he  had  then  said,  that 
the  charges  of  corruption  contained  ia 
the  petition  were  not  founded  in  &ct, 
and  tnat  he  waa  not  guilty  of  the  corrupt 
charffes  there  made  against  him.  One  of 
the  facts  charged  against  him  was,  that 
he  had  broken  up  the  emoluments  of  tho 
office  for  clerk  or  the  peace  for  the  countv 
of  Limerick  into  lots,  in  order  to  distri- 
bute them  among  those  persons  who  had 
political  influence  in  that  oounly--»ihat 
he  had  bestowed  a  part  of  them  on  Mr. 
Grady  the  petitioner  himself;  and  ha 
thought  it  was  hard  that  the  petitioner, 
of  all  men,  should  bring  that  iiefbre  the 
House  of  Commons  as  a  particular  charm 
against  him-«should  charge  him  with  it 
here  as  a  crime.  That  provision  out  of  th« 
emoluments  of  the  office  of  derk  of  tha 
peace  which  was  bestowed  on  the  peti- 
tioner, had  not  originated  with  himself 
(Mr.  W.  Quin)— it  had  originated  with 
others  who  took  an  interest  in  the  afiaira 
of  the  petitioner.  But  though  this  did 
not  originate  with  himself  he  had 
adopted  the  measure  with  pleasure,  when 
it  was  suggested  to  him.  But  be  would 
boldly  and  confidently  state,  that  that  pro- 
vision was  mode  without  being  acooss* 
panied  with  any  stipulatioo,  any  eompact, 
or  aoy^  promise  of  return  whatever*  That 
provision  waa  given  to  the  petitionee 
purely  out  of  regard  for  him,  juid  not  aa 
a  compensation  fcr  toy  claim,  or  for  any 
promise  of  politioal  eeppori*    Wben  m 
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fpoke  of  promise,  be  wm  umme  tbat  some 
inembert  might  think,  that  tfaoiigh  no 
charge  coulcTbe  brought  against  himoa 
Ibia  accounti  yet  if  a  promise  of  political 
aopport  was  not  made  by  the  petitioner, 
eoaaething  so  near  to  one  did  take  place, 
ea  in  si&tance  aoaooated  to  the  same 
thing.  As  this  was  a  charge  which 
presaed  so  heavily  on  him,  he  hoped 
the  House  would  allow  him  to  say  a  few 
words  respecting  it.  He  knew  that  it  waa 
easv,  by  taking  parts  of  seoteooea  de- 
lacfaed  from  what  they  were  connected 
with,  and  by  detaching  parts  of  converaa- 
lions,  to  give  almost  any  colour  to  a  trans- 
action. An  instance  of  a  misinterpreta- 
lioa  of  this  kind  took  place,  he  might 
BOW  mention,  in  illustration  of  what  he 
had  said.  Even  the  da;^  after  he  had  seen 
Mr.  Grady,  the  bther,  in  London,  he  had 
alfeady  fiulen  into  a  miseonoeption  of 
what  he  (Mr.  Q.)  had  said  to  him  the 
day  beforoi^  He  had  received  a  letter 
from  that  person,  completely  misrepre* 
eeoting  the  nature  of  the  couveraation 
which  took  place  between  them.  The 
answer  which  he  had  returned  to  that 
ktter  would  show  the  nature  of  the  mis- 
eonoeption, and,  if  the  House  would  in* 
dulge  him,  he  would  read  that  answer. 
[Here  the  hon.  member  read  the  answer 
in  question,  in  which  he  denied  having 
ever  said  that  he  would  not  disturb  Tboa. 
Wm.  Grady  in  the  possession  of  hta 
office,  or  that  he  had  held  out  any  expec* 
tatton  of  continuing  him  in  it:  he  had 
•ever  made  any  promise  of  cootinuioff 
kim  in  the  office ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
told  him  how  he  was  circumstanced;  that 
he  would  be  obli^  to  remove  him :  be 
bad  ioformed  Richard  Smith,  that  he 
would  appoiat  him  to  the  office,  if  it 
was  in  his  power ;  he  accepted  the  hm^ 
iility  held  out,  and  was  prepared  to 
repel  it,  come  from  what  quarter  it 
wi^ht.]  The  House  were  aware  that  the 
petitioner  had  been  appointed  to  the  office 
when  a  child;  and  without  taking  into 
consideration  any  daima  which  others 
might  have  on  him  (Mr,  Qoin),  it  was  to 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  petitioner  waa 
not  capable  of  discharging  the  dutiea  of 
the  office  m  person.  He  had  already  said, 
that  the  provision  for  Mr,  Grad^  waa  pro* 
posed  and  communicated  to  Inm  witboat 
eay  stipulation  whatever.  At  first  Mr. 
Gmdy  the  petitioner  was  not  inclined  to 
receive  the  sum  oSw^d  kim ;  he  wanted  a 
larger  sum.  Some  days  afterwards,  how- 
ever, aome  genUeamo  ou  his  part  called 


on  him,  to  signify  that  the  pditioiier  bad 
changed  his  mind,  and  that  the  oely  diffi<« 
culty  that  remaioed  was  aa  to  the  security 
for  payment  of  the  provisk>o  on  tfu$  ap* 
poiotment  of  Mr.  Richard  Saeuth.  TheiQ 
gentlemen  had  eerlainly  left  him  in  aa 
understanding  Mutt  the  arrangement  waa 
satisbctory  to  ail  parties,  aad  under 
that  impression  he  had  left  the  country. 
This  was  in  the  month  of  July.  He  oughl 
fitfther  to  state,  that  those  gentlemen  very 
much  preased  on  him  the  embarrasameni 
in  whidi  T.  W.  Grady  was  with  respeel 
to  whether  he  had  a  l^al  title  to  tho 
office  or  not;  andasked  niaaif  he  wo«dtf 
not  postpone  the  appointasenl  of  another 
for  some  time  to  enable  him  to  dear  the 
matter  up.  In  consequence  of  this  request 
he  did  postpone  the  appointoient  for  two 
months,  that  ample  time  might  be  given 
the  petitioner  to  satisfy  hiasself  wfaethet 
be  had  any  claims  or  aot«  This  was  in 
the  month  of  July.  In  September,  when 
on  his  way  back  again,  he  bad  received  • 
letter  from  Mr.  Carew  Smvtb,  uimnth^ 
entreating  him  to  let  Mr.  C.  Smytn  caU 
on  him,  when  he  undertook  to  show  him 
that  he  could  not  legally  remove  T.  W« 
Grady  from  his  office.  To  this  letter  ho 
had  aaswered,  that  he  should  be  happy 
to  have  the  honour  of  seeing  him  i  but  ha 
wished  to  inform  him,  that  he  intended 
immediately  to  appoint  Mr,  Richard 
Smith  to  the  office.  Mr.  C.  Smyth,  in 
the  course  of  this  interview,  had  indeed 
said  something  conoeming  the  politianl 
interest  of  Mr.  Grady.  Ho  ( Mr.  Quia) 
had  then  said,  he  hoped  and  espeded 
Mr.  Grady  would  continue  to  support 
him  with  his  interest  as  heretofore. 
Perhaps  a  more  prudent  man  would  nal 
have  expressed  any  such  Impa.  But  ha 
never  imMined  that  the  petitioner,  or  anjr 
man,  would  so  construe  wimt  he  had  saidL 
as  to  understand  it  in  the  light  of  an  esi^ 
action  of  political  support,  in  letum  far 
this  provision.  Suoh  an  idea  never  onea 
entered  into  his  contemphitbn.  He  m%ht 
abo  say,  that  had  he  entertained  oorrupft 
views,  he  would  have  gone  very  difisrentiy 
to  work  indeed.  It  had  been  affirmed  by 
the  petitioner  and  othera,  that  ha  had  aU« 
pokted  for  his  political  interest.  He  had 
told  the  petitumer  that  this  was  not  the 
ease,  and  that  what  ha  bad  said  oa  thia 
occasion,  had  been  tortured  mto  a  wama^ 
ing  different  from  that  which  belonged  Co 
it.  When  it  waa  considered  that  all  the 
parties  had  got  extrenCely  angry^i-vthaft 
reporto  of  all  linda  had  got  mto  aimulalioft 
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—that  threats  of  all  kinds  were  held  out<«- 
and  that  libels  and  lampoons  were  to  be 
showered  a^nst  him  by  the  father,  he 
would  put  It  to  the  House  if  he  could 
then  have  been  held  to  be  a  free  agent, 
and  as  not  influenced  by  these  reports  ? 
He  begged  the  House  to  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  the  intrinsic  nature  of  the  case, 
and  the  internal  evidence  of  it.  If  they 
did,  they  would  see  how  impossible  it  was 
he  should  even  dream  of  depending  on 
the  support  of  Mr.  Grady,  or  of  thinking 
of  exacting  from  him  fi  quid  pro  quo,  Mr. 
Grady  had,  in  fact,  nothing  to  give.  Mr. 
Grady  had  no  fee  simple  property^^all 
that  he  was  possessed  of  was  leasehold 
property.  He  possessed  four  farms, 
each  of  which  was  held  from  different 
landlords,  and  each  was  held  on  the  life 
of  a  single  individual.  One  of  them  was 
on  the  life  of  a  very  old  man.  Two  of 
the  others  were  on  the  life  of  a  person 
aged  sixty,  and  these  farms  were  his  ( Mr. 
Quin's)  own  property.  Was  it  credible,  if 
he  haa  acted  on  interested  motives,  or 
had  divided  the  emoluments  of  tbe  office 
of  clerk  of  the  peace  from  corrupt 
notives,  that  he  would  have  selected  a 
person  possessed  of  an  influence  of  this 
description  i  The  election  was  now  over, 
and  before  an  election  would  have  taken 
place,  the  influence  of  Mr.  Grady  would 
probably  have  been  melted  away.  What 
object  in  the  world  could  have  been 
served  by  stipulating  for  his  interest,  when 
he  statea  that  he  bad  no  power  to  make 
the  stipulation  effectual  [Hear,  hear!]? 
Nothing  could  have  been  more  absurd. 
Mr.  C.  Smyth  had  made  out  a  minute  of 
the  conversation  which  took  place  at 
Dublin.  But  he  did  not  want  any  thing 
in  the  shape  of  a  political  bargain ;  and  he 
had  instantly  told  Mr.  Carew  Smyth  he 
wanted  no  political  bargain  or  compact.  He 
had  not  kept  a  copy  of  the  minute.  That 
paper  had  been  brought  forward  as  a  do- 
cument against  him.  But  he  would  appeal 
to  the  whole  line  of  his  subsequent  con* 
duct  in  support  of  his  averment.  He  had 
gone  down  to  the  country  a  few  days 
afterwards.  There  Mr.  Grady,  the  peti- 
tioner, waited  on  him,  and  he  had  told 
him  what  he  afterwards  repeated  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Roche,  that  he  did  not 
want  any  stipulations,  and  he  refused  even 
to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. Some  time  after  this  Mr.  Carew 
Smyth  canoe  down  to  Limerick.  A  report 
had  come  down  before  him  that  he  (Mr. 
Smyth)  intended  to  deliyer  him  a  hostile 


message.  ^  He  resetted  that  report,  for  it 
was  not  without  its  influence  on  him ;  but 
he  regretted  that  he  had  not  sent  ^om^ 
mutual  friend  to  him  (Mr.  Q),who  might 
have  been  present  at  the  interview.  IF 
such  a  person  had  been  sent,  the  whole 
matter  might  easily  have  been  expldned, 
and  set  at  rest  for  ever.  But  he  had  avoided 
all  conversation  on  this  subject  with  Mr. 
Carew  Smyth  and  tbe  petitioner.  The 
object  which  be  always  understood  them 
to  have  in  view  was  the  pledge  required 
of  him  respecting  the  provision  to  Mr. 
Grady.  He  thought  the  House  had  seen 
enough  of  the  candour  of  Mr.  Grady  to 
justify  him  (Mr.  Quin}  in  being  a  little 
cautious  in  hampering  himself  in  such  a 
case,  of  putting  himself  in  the  power  of 
such  a  man.  He  thought,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  when  the 
nature  of  the  influence  of  Mr.  Grady  was 
considered,  the  House  must  see  that  politi- 
cal influence  was  here  out  of  the  question. 
When  he  had  shown  that  this  was  out  of 
the  question  he  thought  it  a  little  hard 
that,  in  making  this  provision  for  the  pe^ 
titioner,  he  should  be  accused  of  acting 
corruptly.  He  thouffht  the  House  must 
at  once  see  the  futility  of  the  allegation 
in  the  petition,  that  the  implied  political 
support  was  the  only  objection  to  a  satis- 
factory arrangement.  He  did  not  see 
how  the  House  could  reconcile  this  with 
the  rest  of  the  business,  when  they  con- 
sidered that  Mr.  Grady,  the  petitioner, 
had  accepted  of  the  office  in  a  letter  to 
him  (Mr.  Q).  He  would  not  trouble  tbe 
House  with  going  into  the  subject  of  the 
letters  from  urady,  the  father.  The  House 
were  aware  what  the  object  was  which  he 
had  in  view.  He  had  told  him  distinctly, 
that  unless  he  bought  him  off  by  restoring 
his  son  to  his  office,  he  would  bring  the 
whole  matter  and  himself  before  the 
House  of  Commons— and  he  had  affirmed 
that  there  was  a  large  body  of  members 
fron^  whom  he  received  encouragement  to 
bring  the  matter  forward.  He  would  not 
repeat  what  he  had  already  expressed  on 
this  subject.  It  was  sufficient  to  say  that 
he  despised  his  threat ;  and  he  felt  what 
every  gentleman  who  heard  him  must 
feel  in  a  similsr  situation,  that  it  would 
be  ten  times  more  satisfactory  to  submit 
to  be  the  subject  of  his  calumnioua 
accusations,  than  to  purchase  repose  on 
the  disgraceful  terms  held  out.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say,  that  to  defy  him  to 
the  charge  was  a  proof  of  innoeence ;  but 
he  thou^t.  himself  warianted  in  sayings 
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at  least,  that  jt  was  a  strong  presumption 
of  innocence.  For  was  it  to  be  believed, 
if  he  had  not  felt  innocent  of  the  charges 
of  corruption  that  he  would  have  been 
guiltv  of  the  wild  and  mad  presumption 
ofaUowing  himself  to  be  brought  before 
the  House  of  Commons,  where,  if  he  was 
convicted,  he  would  hardly  ever  be  able 
to  ^old  up  his  head  again  i  He  had  the 
means  or  restoring  the  son  still  in  his 
power,  and  he  did  not  do  so  because  he 
was  conscious  that  he  had  not  acted  from 
corrupt  motives.  He  rejected  the  igno- 
jninious  safety  offered  him,  and  preferred 
putting  himself  on  the  House  of  Commons 
[Hear,  hear  !]•  It  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  sav  more.  He  had  stated  the  real 
history  of  the  transaction.  He  felt  that 
he  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  corrupt 
acts.  If  in  the  course  of  this  transaction, 
up  to  the  present  hour,  he  had  done  any 
thing  which  appeared  to  the  House  to  be 
wrong,  he  could  onlv  say  it  was  au  error 
of  hia  judgment,  for  he  never  intended  to 
act  corruptly  or  immorsUy.  Some  gentle- 
men mignt  think  the  putting  any  charge 
at  all  on  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  peace 
was  in  itself  wrong;  but  he  begged  the 
House  to  consider  how  he  was  circum* 
atanced,  and  the  difficulties  in  which  he 
was  pkced.  Having  said  thus  much,  he 
threw  himself  with  confidence  on  the  can- 
dour of  the  House  [Hear,  hear  1]«-— Mr. 
Quin  then  withdrew. 

Sir  Robert  fVUton  said,  that  having  ex- 
perienced the  kind  indulgence  of  the 
House  during  the  whole  course  of  these 
proceedings,  the  hoped  that  indulgence 
would  not  be  withdrawn  from  him  now 
that  he  had  to  perform  the  most  arduous 
and  painful  part  of  his  duty.  If  motives 
untainted  by  political  feelings,  or  personal 
animosity  could  give  him  a  right  to  ex- 
pect attention,  he  mieht  honestly  claim 
that  indulgence.  Hitherto  he  had  only 
been  the  official  conductor  of  the  petiti- 
oner's complaint,  and  a  co-adjutor  in  the 
examination  of  the  witnesses ;  but  he  now 
atood  in  the  situation  more  distressing  to 
his  feelings  of  the  public  accuser  of  a 
member  of  the  House.  But  if  the  House 
had  seen,  as  he  trusted  they  had,  in  his 
conduct  in  his  former  capacity,  onlv  a 
desire  to  get  at  the  truth  in  his  questions 
as  to  facts,  so  he  hoped  they  would  now 
give  him  credit,  that  he  would  not  attempt 
by  invectives  to  rouse  their  passions^or  by 
aubtle  misconstructions  to  mislead  their 
judgments.  It  was  only  since  ,he  had  en- 
ters the  Housoy  that  hie  hid  known,  that 


the  ordinary  forms  of  proceeding  required 
that  the  hon.  member  who  was  accused 
should  withdraw  while  the  evidence  was 
summed  up ;  but  he  could  assure  those  who 
watched  over  the  interest  of  the  hon. 
member,  that  his  absence  should  not  pre- 
judice his  case,  because  he  would  state 
nothing  which  the  accused  might  no(,  if 
he  pleased  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
commenting    on.    The  charge   brought 
against  the  hon.  W.  Quin,  by  the  peti- 
tioner, was,  that  he  had  corruptly  bar^ 
gained  for  the  sale  of  a  pension  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  emoluments  of  an  office  minis- 
terial to  justice,  to  influence  the  return  of 
members  to  parliament  at  a  future  elec- 
tion.   If  this  charge  was  proved,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  hon.  member 
had  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  his  duty 
as  custos  rotiuorum,  of  a  breach  of  the 
privileffes  of  parliament,  and  of  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  statutes  of  the  realm.    In  Uie 
observations  which  he  should  have  to 
make,  while  he  sought  to  impress  on  the 
House  his  opinion  of  the  transaction,  he 
should  confine  himself  closely  to  the  mat- 
ters in  evidence  before  them;  because 
though  it  was  due  to  justice  that  truth 
should  not  be  sacrificed  to  the  feelings  of 
any  individual,  yet  it  was  due  to  every 
individual  whose  conduct  was  examined, 
that  not  one  wound  should  be  inflicted  on 
him  which  the  interests  of  justice  did  not 
require.    He  should  proceed  to  state  the 
allegations  against  Mr.  Quin,  taking  the 
petitioner's  statement  as  the  basis  of  his 
narrative,  and  examining  how  far  it  was 
corroborated  by  the  testimony  of  other 
witnesses.    In  the  task  he  had  to  perform 
he  should  be  necessariljr  obliffed  to  con- 
sume much  time ;  but  m  such  a  judicial 
proceeding,  the  House  would  rather  hear 
a  perspicuous  though  extended  narrative, 
than  loose  or  general  allusions  to  the  evi- 
dence FHear!].    The  hon.  member  then 
proceeded  to  state  the  evidence  of  the 
petitioner,  T.  W.  Grady,  in  the  order  in 
which  it  was  delivered.    In  concluding  it, 
he  observed— Such  was  the  petitioner's 
story,  which  was  perfectly  consistent  in 
all  its  parts ;   and  though  the  petitioner 
was  young  and  inexperienced,  and  impe- 
tuous, his  veracity  had  never  been  im- 
peached.   He  was  known  to  members  of 
the  House*  and  through  them  as  well  as 
through  officers  who  had  resided  at  Lime- 
rick, he  had  been  informed  that  the  peti- 
tioner had  always  borne  a  fair  and  imim- 
peached  character.    In  the  course  of  a 
long  cross-examination,^  the  witness  had 
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been  confined  u  to  the  language  of  the 

J»etitroa  (which  he  should  readily  acknow- 
edge  was  not  drawn  op  by  the  petitioner, 
but  by  his  fiither},  but  as  to  every  mate* 
tfal  uici,   be  had  been  unshaken.    The 
next  witness  was  Mr.  Carew  Sm^th,  a 
gentleman  respected  among  his  friendsi 
and  df  the  highest  character  in  his  pro- 
fession. With  respect  to  him,  he  might  say 
without   hesitation,   that  the  manner  in 
Xirhich  Ah  gentleman  had  given  his  evi« 
dence,  was  calculated  to  increase  the  res- 
(MeOI  which  he  enjoyed  among  his  friends, 
and  to  gain  him  the  esteem  of  all  who  had 
heard  him  [[Hear,  hear!].    Sir  Robert 
then  reoapitalated  the  evidence  of  Mr.  C. 
fimjth,  and  commented  on  parts  nf  it  with 
a  view*  to  show  its  consistency  and  cor- 
rectness.   The  minote,  he  observed,  which 
bad  been  drawn  up  of  the  conversation 
between   Mr.   C.  Smyth,  and  Mr.  W. 
Quin,  as  to  the  terms  on  which  the  peti- 
tioner was  to  receive  the  200/.  a  year, 
haA,  it  was  acknowledged  on  all  hands, 
been  drawn  up  at  the  time,  and  presented 
to  Mr.  Quin  tor  his  approval,  by  Mr.  C. 
Smith.      What   motive   could   Mr.    C. 
Smith  have  for  inserting  in  that  minute 
the  stipulation  that  the  Gradys  should 
conthiue  politically  connected  with  Mr. 
Quin,  unless  this  gentleman  had  insisted 
On  it,  since  the  stipulation  was  manifestly 
irae  rrdm  which  the  Gradys  had  all  along 
wished  to  escape  ?  Mr.  C.  Smyth  had  as- 
Iffgned    a   very  satisfactory   reason  for 
Arawhag  up  that  minute,  viz.  that  it  was 
fais  duty,  as  a  friend  of  one  party  and  as  a 
tiian  of  basiness,  to  have  a  correct  and 
liuthorised  account  of  the  conversation 
between  Mr.  Quin  and  himself.    The  mi- 
nute, Mr.  Smyth  stated,  he  had  inclosed 
fai  a  note  to  Mr.  Quin.    That  note  it  was 
to  be  remarked,  had  not  been  produced ; 
snd  as  he  had  a  right  to  infer  that  this 
note  would  throw  light  on  the  subject,  it 
wqn  also  not  too  much  to  suppose  that 
this  light  was  not  in  favour  of  Mr.  Quin. 
A'fter  this  minute  had  been  drawn  up, 
Mr.  C.   Smyth  recollected   that  he  had 
made  an  omission  in  his  conversation  with 
Mr.  Quia,  and  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Goold  in 
thefollowing  tortus : — *<46,  Baggot-street, 
Sept.  23rd  1818.  — My  Dear  Goold— On 
reading  over  this  morning  the  paper  which, 
Mr.  Quin  returned  to  me  yesterday,  I  find 
that  i  have  made    a  trifling  omission, 
Which,  tx  mujore  cauteUt  I  think  it  right 
should  be  early  rectifi^,  viz.  that  the 
event  of  Mr.  Richard    Smith's  removal 
froto  offlcci  either  by  death  or  odierwise, 


should  make  no  difference  with  respect  to 
Mr.  Grady;   but  that  Mr.  Quin  would 
make  the  same   arrangement   with    him 
successor,  so  as  to  secure  the  payment  o/f 
the  2001.  a  year  during  Mr.  Quio'8contini»-> 
ance  in  the  office  of  oust.  rot.  if  Mr.  Gradw' 
chose  to  receive  it  on  the  terms  spedfieol^ 
It  is  obvious  to  yoa,  why  I  address  this  to 
you  rather  than  to  Mr.  Quin,  and  I  requeat 
the    favour    of  an   answer.      (Signed^ 
Carew  Smith."    Now  he  would  ask  the 
House,  whether,  not  only  so  practised  ft 
lawyer  as  Mr.  Goold,  but  any  man,  how- 
ever little  versed  in  business,  would  have 
allowed  reference  to  be  made  to  the  mi^ 
nute  which  was  said  to  be  rejected,  if  it 
had  really  been  rejected,  whhout  protest- 
ing against  this  refbrencc  to  it :  as  well  aa 
against  the  introduction  of  the  word  **  ob- 
vious" in  the  latter  part  of  the  note,  which 
must  have  led  to  the  inference,  that  Mr. 
Goold  had  been  connected  with  the  pre<» 
viotts  part  of  the  transaction  ?— An  infer- 
ence  if  Mr.  Goold  was  correct,  altoffether 
unfounded.    But,  according  to  Mr.  C. 
Smyth's  evidence,  all  this  was  consistent 
and  explicable.    Mr.  Smytb  bad  stated 
that  when  he  called  on  Mr.  Quin  to  sign 
the  minute,  Mr.  Goold  had  interposed,  and 
said  that  it  was  improper  that  a  member 
of  parliament  should  sign  it«  though  he 
(Mr.  Goold)  should  be  always  re^y  to 
speak  to  its  correctness,    it  thereforewaa^ 
<s^  obvious''  why  Mr.  Smyth  addressed 
Mr.  Goold,   lest  he  should  seem,    had 
he  applied  to  Mr.  Quin,  to  have  endear 
vourea  to  entrap  him  to  a  written  appro- 
val of  that  whicti  NIr.  Goold  had  declared 
that  it  was  improper  for  him  to  sign.  What 
was  Mr.    Goolas  answer?    It    was   in 
these  terms—**  My  dear  Smyth,  I  reoeiT- 
ed  your  note,  and  perfectly  concur  in  the 
statement  you  made.    Mr.  W.  Quin  au- 
thorizes me  to  say,  that  your  recollection 
is  perfectly  accurate,  and  of  course  there 
can  remain  now  no  kind  of  difference  on 
the  subject.    I  am,  &c.  T.  Goold."    This 
answer,  in  his  view  of  the  case,  confirmed 
the  previous  evidence  of  Mr.  Smyth.  He 
lamented  that  a  letter  enclosed  for  Mr. 
Quin  in  one  of  the  letters  from  Mr.  Grady 
sen.  to  Mr.  Carew  Smyth  had  not  been 

firoduced,  as  that  also  might  have  thrown 
ight  on  the  transaction.  After  gomg 
through  Mr.  Carew  Smvth's  evidence,  sir 
R.  Wilson  observed,  that  during  a  long 
cross-examination  this  gentleman  bad  not 
varied  m  die  least  material  circumstance. 
He  had  seemed  to  stand  on  the  rock  of 
truthi  firom  whidt  no  force  or  aitifiod 
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c6iHd  dislodge  him*  The  only  circum- 
ttance  that  could  throw  the  slightest  dis- 
credit on  this  gentlemau  was  the  unwar- 
rsintable  paragraph  in  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Grady,  sen.  of  the  20th  October.  But  to 
counteract  this,  there  was  the  whole  cor- 
resj^ondence  of  Mr.  C.  Smyth,  as  well  that 
Which  was  published  as  that  which  had 
not  been  published.  Since  the  tennina- 
don  of  the  inquirv,  a  large  packet  of  the 
letters  of  Mr.  C.  Smyth  to  Mr.  Grady  had 
been  brought  from  France  [a  member 
rose  to  order].  He  did  not  mean  to 
read  those  letters,  but  he  should  ex- 
plain the  manner  in  which  they  illus- 
trated the  case.  Before  he  examined 
them,  he  delivered  them  to  the  hooourable 
members  for  Oxford,  Londonderry,  and 
Exeter  (Messrs.  Peel,  Dawson,  and 
Courtenay),  who  had  so  laudably  assisted 
not  only  the  accused,  but  himself  and  the 
House  in  the  investigation  of  the  truth, 
and  he  had  desired  them,  if  they  saw  in 
these  letters  any  thing  at  variance  with 
inv  {iart  of  Mr.  C.  Smyth's  statemeB^«  to 
call  for  their  production.  Those  hon. 
members  answered  that  they  saw  no  cause 
for  the  publication  of  any  part  of  them, 
lliere  were  also  the  comphnients  of  the 
elder  Grady  himself  in  otner  parts  of  his 
liorrespohdence ;  and  as  to  the  paragraph 
which  would  seem  to  implv  that  the  con* 
djict  of  Mrl  Smyth  had  been  artful,  he 
Would  put  it  to  the  members  who  had 
read  as  well  the  unpublished  as  the  pub- 
lished  parts  of  Mr.  Grady's  letters,  whe- 
ther their  sportive,  or  he  might  say,  po- 
etical nature,  did  not  withdraw  them  from 
tferions  consideration.  He  did  not  stand 
there  to  approte  the  advice  which  Mr. 
C.  Smyth  had  eiven  to  the  petitioner 
(riz.  to  accept  Mr.  Quin's  offer) ->in  his 
legislative  capacity  he  could  not  do  so ; 
but  allowance's  were  to  be  made  for  him, 
and  at  any  rate  this  advice  did  not  lessen 
the  credit  due  to  his  testimony.  The  next 
witness  was  Mr.  Goold,  whom  it  had  been 
intended  originally  to  comprize  in  the 
complaint  to  the  House,  but  who  had  been 
summoned  b^  him  (sur  R.  W.)  in  behalf 
of  the  petitioner,  in  order  to  give  Mr. 
Quin  the  benefit  of  his  evidence.  This 
witness  had  given  his  testimony  under  the 

Keat  disadvantage  of  illness,  which  un- 
iltonately  had  afficted  him  with  a  total 
fiiilure  of  memory,  and  under  this  visita- 
tioDy  not  only  had  he  forgotten  striking 
circumstances  that  had  occurred,  but  had 
remembered  w'hat  did  not  occur  [Hear, 
tumtt],  to  strengtheti  hii  ailertioni  that  I  fiu.'  This  witness, 
(VOL.XXXDL)  i     (*G) 


he  was  not  present  at  the  first  interview, 
at  11  o'clocK  on  the  22nd  September,  be- 
tween Mr.  Smvth  and  Mr.  Quin,  an  as- 
sertion which,  if  it  had  not  been  after- 
wards abandoned  or  disproved,  must  have 
weakened  the  testimony  of  Mr«  Carevr 
Smyth.  After  the  roost  anxious  consi- 
deration of  the  evidence  of  this  witness^ 
he  had  come  to  the  determination  to  erase 
it  altogether  from  his  view  of  the  case. 
He  should  not  discuss  the  probability  of 
these  aberrations  of  memory,  the  extent 
of  which  were  only  known  to  Him  frooii 
whom  no  secrets  are  hid ;  but  it  was  ma* 
nifest,  that  when  a  witness  alleged  recol- 
lections of  facts  that  were  notoriously  in- 
correct, the  best  that  could  be  done  was 
to  leave  him  altogether  out  of  the  question 
[Hear^  hear!].  The  next  witness,  Mr. 
G.  Maunsell,  gave  corroboration  to  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Carew  Smvth,  as  to  the 
communication  which  the  latter  had  had 
with  Mr.  Quin  in  the  county  of  Limerick, 
in  October.  To  this  witness  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Quin  to  D.  Gabbett  was  shown,  in . 
which  letter  Mr.  j^uin  declared  that  the 
petitioner  might  vote  for  whom  he  pleased, 
and  still  retain  the  200/.  a^year.  Thb,  he 
(sir  R.  W.)  observed,  was  the  first  time 
in  which  Mr.  Quin  declared  any  intention 
to  abandon  his  demand  of  political  sup- 
port on  the  part  of  the  petitioner,  as  the 
condition  for  granting  that  annuity,  and 
that  abandonment  in  no  degree  negatived 
the  evidence  of  the  minute  adduced  by 
C.  Smyth,  as  to  the  conversation  with  Mr* 
Q.  on  tiie  22nd  of  September.  Mr.  Da^ 
niel  Gabbett's  testimony  also,  upon  the 
whole,  served  to  sustam  the  case  made 
out  upon  the  testimony  of  Carew  Smyths 
The  letter  of  Mr.  Quin  to  this  witness  did 
not,  it  appeared,  negative  the  minute  ad- 
duced by  Mr.  C.  Smyth,  but  on  the  con- 
trary implied  an  acquiescence  in  the  con- 
ditional character  of  that  document.  That 
letter  set  out  with  an  allusion  to  the  pro- 

Eosition  of  Mr.  Maunsell,  and  the  House 
ad,  from  the  testimony  of  the  latter,  a 
statement  of  what  that  proposition  was, 
namely,  to  do  away  with  the  condition  as 
to  the  political  support  of  the  petitioner, 
in  return  for  the  annuity  from  the  clerk- 
ship of  the  peace.  Richard  Smith  testi- 
fied to  the  uicts  stated  in  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  C.  Smyth,  widi  respect  to  the  ap* 
pointment  of  the  former  to  the  derkship 
of  the  peace,  to  hold  that  office  during, 
the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Quin,  and  to  allow  t0 
the  petitioner  9001.  a-year  out  of  its  pfo- 


slated,  that  he  made  no  remoMtrance  I 
whatever  upon  the  novelty  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  derkBhtp  of  the  peace  oeing 
made  out  during  the  pleasure  of  the  custos 
rotulorum,  nor  at  the  proposal  of  deduct- 
ing 200/.  a-year  from  an  office  yielding 
omy  400i.  a-year,  although  this  office  was 
offered  to  him  in  the  first  instance,  with- 
out  any  demand  of  such  a  deduction. 
But  the  House  could  not  fail  to  remember 
the  havoc  which  this  witness  made  with 
facts,  when  he  spoke  about  the  amount 
of  the  freeholders,  and  hence  his  testi- 
mony might  be  appretiated.— *The  last 
witness  to  whom  he  had  to  advert  wasi 
Mr.  David  Roche,  and  this  gentleman  de- 
posed that  on  the  28th  of  September  last, 
Mr.  Quin  made  the  following  declaration 
to  the  petitioner,  in  his  (witness's)  pre- 
sence :-*"  I  have  nothine  to  do  with  your 
freeholders ;  I  give  you  this  20M.  a-year  as 
a  friend,  and  me  son  of  a  friend  whom  I 
am  mudi  obliged  to,  and  I  beg  to  hear 
nothing  of  your   freeholders;   you  and 
your  freeholaen  are  at  liberty  to  vofe  for 
whom  you  please.''    Now,  after  Mr.  Quin 
had  made  such  an  explicit  declaration  in 
the  presence  of  this  witness,  was  it  not 
rather  extraordinary  that  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Gabbett,  received  on  the  II th  of 
October,  he  did  not  express  his  surprise 
that  the  rumour  alluded  to  in  that  letter, 
should  still  continue  to  prevail,  or  that 
the  petitioner  or  his  friend,  should  still 
continue  to  entertain  any  doubt  of  his 
purpose.    But  the  fact  evidentfy  was,  that 
the  fitst  time  Mr.  Quin  declarea  his  aban- 
donment of  the  demand  for  the  petitioner's 
support  was,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Gabbett, 
and  that  this  declaration  was  the  conse- 
ijuence  of  the  threats  of  a  parliamentary 
investigation    upon    this    subject.    Now 
having  gone  through  the  evidence,  the 
hon.  officer  expressed  his  intention  to  sub- 
mit certain  resolutions  to  the  House,  which 
were  declaratory  of  his  views  aa  to  the 
whole  case.    In  his  own  mind,  he  was 
free  to  say,  that  no  doubt  whatever  ex- 
isted as  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Quin,  but 
if  any  doubt  remained  on  the  minds  of 
other  eendtemen,  he  was  ready  to  admit 
diat  Mr.  Q.  should  have  the  benefit  of  that 
doubt.    A  consniracy  had  been,  he  un- 
derstood, allegea  to  exist  on  Uiis  sub- 
iect,  in  consequence  of  something  written 
by  the  petitioner's  father.    But  he  would 
appeal  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
who  had  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  volummous  letters  of  that  indefiiti- 
gaUe  writer  in  the  committeOi  whether 


this  writer  appeared  to  have  taken  any^ 
part  towards  tne  invention  of  any  of  tM 
charges  preferred  against  Mr.  Qum.   The 
hon.  officer,  after  declarine  that  he  had  in. 
this  case  been  actuated  solely  by  public, 
motives,  expressed  his  regret  that  the  sub-, 
ject  had  not  been  taken  up  by  some  ona^ 
better  acquainted  with  the  forms  of  par* 
liamentary  proceedings,  and  his  hope  that 
the  House  would  act  as  became  its  own. 
honour  'fpd  the  claims  of  public  justice* 
He  stated  that  the  object  of  his  proposi* 
tion  was,  to  declare  that  Mr.  Quin  had 
acted    inconsistently  with  his    duty  as 
custos  rotulorum— had  violated  the  free- 
dom of  election — and  committed  a  breack 
of  the  privileges  of  that  House.    It  wa^ 
not  for  him  to  move  any  resolution  wi^tL 
regard  to  what  ou^ht  to  oe  done  in  conse- 
quence of  Mr.  Qum's  conduct  as  custom 
rotulorum,  in  disposing  of  the  profits  o£ 
a  place  connected  with  the  administratioii 
ot  justice,  for  the  purpose  of  corraptly 
procuring  political  support.    That  par^ 
of  the  question  he  felt  it  becoming  to 
leave  to  some  more  experienced  persoiu 
But  as  to  the  breach  of  privil^es  ot 
which,  in  his  opinion,  he  was  bound  to 
declare  Mr.  Quin  guilty,  he  hoped,  nay» 
he  could  not  doubt,  that  eveiy  gentlemaIl^ 
who  heard  him  would  vote  upon  that  ques* 
tion  with  fidelity  to  himsdf  and  to  hia* 
country  [Hear,  hear,  hear  l]^— The  hon» 
officer^  several  resolutions  were  then  read 
as  follows : 

1.  «  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
the  hon.  Wyndbam  Wvndham  Quin  was,, 
in  the  month  of  July  last,  appointed 
Custos  Rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Li- 
merick by  the  lord  high  chancellor  of 
Ireland,  by  virtue  of  which  appointment 
he  became  entitled  to  appoint  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  ibr  the  said  county. 

2.  «  That,  some  time  in  the  month  of 
September,  he  did  appoint  Richard  Smith,, 
esq.  to  the  office  or  clerk  of  the  peace, 
for  the  said  countv,  in  the  room  of  Thomaa 
William  Grady,  by  him  removed  from  th* 
sard  office. 

.  S.  "  That  the  said  Wyndham  Wyndham 
Quin  did  stipulate  with  the  said  Richard 
Smith,  that  out  of  the  salary  and  emolu- 
ments arising  out  of  the  said  office^ 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of 
400^.  a  year,  he  should  pay  to  the  said 
Thomas  William  Grady  200{.  a  year. 

4>.  '' That  the  said  Wyndham  WyndhaoL 
Quin  did,  in  a  certain  conversation  held 
at  Stillorgan,  near  Dublm,  on  the  2Ist 
September,  ISIS,  with  Mr.  Cimr  fifmjtit 
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Srho  then  and  there  waited  on  hioni  as 
e  friend  of  Mr.  Thomas  William  Gradj^, 
for  the  purpose  of  learning  his  determi- 
nation tottcning  the  dispow  of  the  said 
office),  state,  that  he  had  resolved  to  ap- 
point Mr.  Richard  Smith  to  the  said 
office  during  pleasure,  upon  an  express 
understanding  that  Mr.  Thomas  WUliam 
Grady  was  to  receive  20CV.  per  annum  out 
of  the  profits  thereof;  and  that  the  said 
Wyndham  Wyndham  Quin  further  stated 
that  he  expected  Mr.  Thomas  William 
Grady  would  continue  politically  con- 
nected with  him  in  the  county  of  Limerick, 
as  long  as  he  continued  to  receive  the 
•aid  sum  out  of  the  said  office ;  but  that 
'  Mr.  Thomas  '^lliam  Grady  was  at  per- 
fect liberty  to  relinquish  the  said  annuity, 
and  separate  his  political  interest  in  the 
county  of  Limerick  from  Mr.  Quin*s; 
*«nd  that  Mr.  Carew  Smyth  stated,  that 
he  should  immediateljr  communicate  the 
anbstance  of  the  said  conversation  to 
Thomas  William  Grady. 

S.  *<That  on  the  21st  September, 
181 S,  Mr.  W.  W.  Quin  did  admit,  in  an 
interview  sought  by  Mr.  Carew  Smyth, 
an  expectation  on  his  ^Mr.  Wyiidnam 
Qttfai's)  part,  that,  while  Mr.  Thomas 
William  Grady  continued  in  the  receipt 
of  the  said  allowance,  he  would  continue 
politically  connected  with  Mr.  Quin  in 
the  county  of  Limerick ;  but  that  on  the 
10th  October  following,  Mr.  Quin  did 
tapressly  disclaim  any  intention  of  de- 
priving Mr.  Thomas  William  Graihr  *of 
the  said  allowance  on  account  of  hb 
withdrawing  his  political  support  from 
Mr.  Quin. 

Q.  «  That  it  appears  to  this  House, 
that  the  said  Wynaham  Wyndham  Quin, 
in  endeavouring  to  procure  for  himself 
the  political  support  of  Thomas  William 
Grady,  did  act  in  a  manner  inconsistent 
with  the  duties  of  his  office  as  Gustos 
Rotulorum,  in  violation  of  the  freedom 
of  election,  and  in  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  this  House.*' 

The  first  Resolution  being  put, 
Mr.  Bootle  JVilbraham  rose,  he  said, 
not  with  the  view  of  long  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  House,  or  of  enterinj^ 
into  any  particular  analysis  of  the  evi- 
dence ;  but  having  no  connexion  with  die 
hon.  member  who  was  the  subject  of  the 
charges  preferred  by  the  gallant  officer, 
and  not  bems  much  in  the  habit  of  ad- 
dressing the  House,  he  thought  it  proper 
to  say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  motives 
«Ucii  urged  him  to  stand  forward  upon 


this  occasion.  He  was  particularly 
anxious,  in  the  first  place,  to  caution  the 
House  against  allowing  its  desire  for  the 
reform  or  prevention  of  abuses,  to  betray 
it  into  any  erroneous  or  harsh  proceeding 
towards  an  individual ;  his  own  impression 
was,  he  must  say,  that  which  he  believed 
was  the  general  opinion  as  well  without  as 
within  that  House,  namely,  that  Mr.  Quia 
was  the  victim  of  a  conspiracy  [Hear, 
hear!  on  the  Ministerial  side].  This, 
indeed,  he  thought  quite  evident,  from  the 
letter  of  Grady  the  elder,  dated  the  dOth 
October.  From  this  letter  the  hon.  mem- 
ber read  the  extract  referring  to  iJbe  con- 
duct of  Mr.  C.  Smyth  in  his  conversations 
with  Mr.  Quin.  fiut  while  he  imputed 
conspiracy,  he  begeed  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  he  did  not  at  all  mean  to 
allude  to  Mr.  Carew  Smvth.  The  high 
respectability  indeed  of  tnat  gentleman's 
character,  as  it  was  testified  to  on  all  sides, 
as  well  as  the  fair  and  manly  manner  in 
which  he  had  delivered  his  evidence^ 
forbad  the  suspicion  that  be  could  pos- 
sibly be  implicated  in  any  conspiracy. 
The  evidence  of  Mr.  Smyth  was,  no 
doubt,  entitled  to  the  utmost  attention. 
As  to  the  evidence  of  young  Grady,  he 
did  not  mean  to  make  it  the  subject  of 

{>articular  criticism ;  but  it  must  be  recol- 
ected,  that  this  young  gentleman  had 
stated  some  things  in  his  petition  to  which 
he  did  not  depose  at  the  bar.  But  the 
main  question  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House  depended  upon  a  comparison 
of  the  testimony  of  Mr.  C*  Smyth  and 
Mr.  Goold.  The  latter,  it  was  to  be  re- 
membered, had  been  at  the  head  of  the 
Munster  bar  for  several  years.  This 
gentleman  was.  Indeed,  a  barrister  of 
the  highest  eminence  in  Ireland,  and  had 
throughout  life  maintained  a  most  respec- 
table character.  The  loss  or  inaccuracy 
of  memory  then,  in  one  instance,  and 
that,  too,  upon  an  immaterial  point, 
should  not  be  allowed  to  bear  against  the 

Smeral  credit  of  such  a  witness.  Mr. 
oold  was  too,  it  would  be  observed,  only 
die  professional  adviser  of  Mr.  Quin, 
while  Mr.  C.fgayth  was  a  near  relation  of 
the  petitioner,  and  in  the  comparison  df 
testimony  those  circumstances  should  be 
borne  in  mind.  He  would  nor,  however, 
appeal  to  these  circumstances  alone ;  but 
he  would  ask  the  House  to  deal  out  to 
Mr.  Quin  the  same  measure  of  justice 
which  a  person  accused  would  experience 
from  any  other  tribunal,  and  before  it  de- 
cided to  sink  this  gentleman  below  his 


natural  rank  in  society,  by  fastening  any 
stronff  censure  upon  his  character,  to 
consider  what  he  had  really  done.  Of 
the  intentions  of  Mr.  Quin  for  a  certain 
period  to  commit  an  improper  act,  he 
meant  to  state  his  opinion  in  the  Resolu- 
tion with  which  he  proposed  to  conclude. 
But  as  to  the  interference  of  that  sentle- 
man,  as  Gustos  Rotulorum,  in  the  election 
for  the  county  in  which  he  held  that 
office,  he  was  not  aware  that  it  involved 
a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  that  House, 
although  such  interference  on  the  part  of 
any  lord  lieutenant  of  a  county  in  England 
would  amount  to  such  a  breach,  and  be 
taken  cognizance  of  as  such.  If  the  office 
of  Gustos  Ilotulorum  were  held  by  a  peer 
of  Ireland,  that  officer  would  be  precluded 
by  a  resolution  of  [that  House  from  inter- 
fering tit  an  election  in  that  country. 
But  that  resolution  did  not,  he  appre- 
hendedi  apply  to  Mr.  Quin,  who  had 
clearly  a  right  to  dispose  of  an  office 
within  his  patronage  as  Gustos  Rotulorum. 
As,  however,  this  gentleman  had  mani- 
fested an  intention  to  dispose  of  that 
office,  with  a  view  td  the  improper  attain- 
ment of  political  support  at  an  election, 
the  House  was  bound  to  take  cognizance 
pf  such  intention.  The  House  would  not, 
however,  in  its  justice,  punish  him  for  an 
offence  which  he  did  not  actually  commit, 
but  merely  intended.  This  intention  was, 
he  admitted,  entertained  by  Mr.  Quin  for 
above  a  fortnight  from  the  22nd  Sep- 
tember,^ when  that  gentleman  totally  aban- 
doned it.^  The  hon.  member,  after  ac- 
knowledging the  becoming  manner  in 
which  the  charge  had  been  conducted  on 
the  part  of  the  |;allant  officer,  expressed 
his  wish  to  substitute  for  that  part  of  the 

gallant  officer's  resolutions  which  followed 
ie  three  first  propositions,  a  statement  to 
the  following  effect:  1.  "  That  in  the 
month  of  July,  1818,  the  said  Wyndbara 
Wyndham  Quin  did  make  an  offer  of  the 
md  WOl.  per  annum  to  Mr.  Thomas 
William  Grady,  without  any  mention  of 
an  expectation  on  his  part  of  Mr.  Grady's 
future  support  in  the  county  of  Limerick; 
nor  does  it  appear  that  the  motive  for 
making  such  provision  for  ^r.  Thomas 
William  Grady  was  to  ensure  such  sup- 
port. 2.  That  the  said  Wyndham 
Wyndham  Quin  did,  in  a  certain  con- 
venation  held  at  StiUorgan,  near  Dublin, 
on  the  21st  September,  1818,  with  Mr. 
Garew  Smyth,  who  then  and  there  waited 
on  him,  as  die  friend  of  Mr.  Thomas 
William  Grady,  for  the  purpose  of  leam- 
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ing  his  determination  touching  the  dis* 
posal  of  the  said  office^  state  that  he  had 
resolved  to  appoint  Mr.  Richard  Smith  to 
the  said  office  during  pleasure,  upon  an 
express  understanding  that  Mr.  ThomsM 
William  Grady  was  to  receive  20(M.  ne^ 
annum  out  of  the  profits  thereof;  and  tnat 
the  said  Wyndham  Wyndharn  Quin  fur* 
ther  stated,  that  he  expected  Mr.  Thomas 
William  Grady  would  continue  politically 
connected  with  him  in  the  county  of  Li- 
merick as  long  as  he  continued  to  receire 
the  said  sum  out  of  the  said  office ;   but 
that  Mr.  Thomas  William  Grady  was  at 
perfect  liberty  to  relinquish  the  said  an- 
nuity, and  separate  his  political  interest  in 
the  county  of  Limerick  from  Mr.  Quin's  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Garew  Smyth  stated,  that  he 
should  immediately  communicate  the  sub- 
stance of  the  s^d  conversation  to  ThooMS 
William  Grady.     S.    That   this  Houae 
cannot  but  consider  the  expression,  or 
admission  of  any  such  expectation,  sob 
improper  and  blameable ;  and  had  an  ia- 
tention  of  acting  thereon  been  persisted 
in,  instead  of  being  (aiB  it  appears  to  have 
been)  speedily  and  unequivocally  disa- 
vowed, this  House  would  have  deemed  it 
necessary  to  visit  such  a  proceeding  with 
its  severest  censure.'' 

The  Speaker  suggested,  that  the  three 
first  resolutions  must  be  disposed  of  be- 
fore the  question  could  be  put  on  the 
amendmeot. 

The  Hon.  F,  Douglas  said«  he  was  eic- 
tremely  sorry  that  the  resolutions  of  hia 
gallant  friend  were  not  at  once  adopted* 
Since,  however,  they  were  not,  he  felt  it  tot 
be  his  duty  not  to  shrink  from  openly  stating 
his  view  of  the  case.  He  would  not  de- 
tain the  House  long :  if  he  could  think 
that  he  possessed  any  power  of  producin|^ 
conviction  in  the  minds  of  others,  this 
was  the  last  question  on  which  he  would 
have  exercised  it.  The  defence  urged  by 
the  hon.  member  who  had  just  sat  down 
was  derived  from  motives,  from  the  con- 
duct of  the  accused  after  the  transaction 
in  question,  and  from  the  character  of 
the  witnesses.  Would  to  God  that  they 
had  been  left  to  form  their  conclusions  by 
such  considerations.  But  the  hon.  inem- 
ber  had  met  the  charge  by  an  explicit  and 
decided  disclaimer:  in  con8equence»  a 
long  and  minute  examination  of  witnesses 
became  necessary.  This  course  had  now 
placed  the  question  on  a  different  ground^ 
The  consideration  Uiat  must  now  we,(gh 
with  the  flouse  was^  respect  ^o  its  owi^ 
character^  which  wou^d  reader  tttem  ^are* 
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ful  not  to  meet  the  question  by  any  reso- 
lutiQQ  tbat  could  appear  illuBory,  or  in 
manifest  contradiction  to  the  evidence* 
The  charge  was  one  of  the  sravest  kind- 
It  was  no  less  than  that  Mr.  W.  Quin 
himself,  a  member  of  that  House,  had 
employed  the  patronage  of  an  office  con- 
ferred upon  him  bythe  crown  to  corrupt  the 
representation.    The  evidence  of  Mr.  C. 
Smyth  was,  in  fact,  the  whole  case.    If 
ever  an  instance  had  occurred  in  which  a 
case  was  made  stronger  by  the  manner  of 
giving  evidence,  it  was  so  in  the  present 
instance,  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  C.  Smyth. 
He  was  sorry  tbat  any  slur  bad  been  at« 
tempted  to  be  thrown  upon  his  character, 
although  that  had  not  been  done  in  words. 
[Mr  B.  Wilbraham  disclaimed  any  in- 
t^ention  of  the  kind.]    His  hon.  friend 
agreed  with  bin,  then,  that  no  evidence 
could  be  more  corroborative  than  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  C.  Smyth.     That  evidence 
loo  was  corroborated  by  an  {attempted 
contradiction.    The  House  bad,  with  the 
sreatest  regret,  heard  two  gentlemen  de- 
liberately and  confidently  contradict  one 
another  as  to  points  of  fact*    It  turned 
out  that  Mr.  Goold  was  incorrect,  and 
Ibat  Mr.  C.  Smyth  was  the  witness  of 
truth.    From  Mr.  Goold's  manner  of  giv- 
ing his  evidence  he  was  not  disposed  to 
attach  as  much  weight  to  it  as  he  other* 
irise,  from  the  hi^  respectability  of  that 
gentleman's  character,  might  be  inclined 
to  do.    He  meant  not  to  impute  to  him 
Ihathehadstatedany  thing  which  he  did  not 
believe ;  but  while  he  admitted  this  he 
could  not  conceal  from  his  view  the  great 
misrecollectioa  which  that  gentleman  had 
evinced,  and  contrasting  that  with  the 
clear  and  circumstantial  statement  of  Mr.' 
Carew  Smyth,  he  was  bound  from  con* 
viction  to  incline    his  belief  to  the  evi- 
dence of  the  latter.     He  was  the  more 
inclined  to  do  so  from  the  circumstance, 
that  the  principal  part  of  the  conversation 
amd  to  nave  passed,  and  on  which  the 
main  part  of  tne  charge  rested,  was  cor- 
roborated by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Goold 
himself,  by  the  letters  which  were  mter- 
changed  on  the  subject,  an^  many  other 
important  facts  which  had  been  given  u 
connected  with  the  whole  transaction. 
When  he  recollected  this  part  of  the  evi- 
dence,  when  he  remembered  the  long 
and  |d)le  crusa-e^Lamin^tion  which  Mr.  C. 
Smyth  bad  ondeigone,  and  the  creditable 
.  manner  in  which  he  bad  conducted  him- 
aelf  throughout  it,  be  could  not  refrain 
fCQi9  giving  t9  hia  lentimopy  that  credit 


to  which  he  conceived  it  was  so  much  en- 
titled.   He  had  also  to  consider,  thfitone 
part  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Goold  waa 
contradicted  by  the  hon.  member  himself  t 
or  rather  that  a  part  of  which  Mr.  Godd 
had  declared  his  ignorance,  was  supplied 
by  him,  which    contradiction    went  In 
support  of  the  original  statement  made 
by  Mr.  C.  Sm^th.    And  here,  withoutlm- 
puting  any  thmg  personally  disrespectful 
to  that  hon.  member,   he  could  not  avoid 
observing,  that  no  member  ought  to  have 
sat  still,  while  he  heard  a  witness  stating 
that  which  he  must  have  Icpoirn  not  to  be 
the  ffict ;  that  he  should  not  have  been 
withheld  by  even  a  respect  for  the  forma 
of  the  House  from  rising  and  contradict* 
ing  that  which  be  must  have  known  nol 
to  have  been  the  fact,  and  which  be  most 
also  have  known  was  stabbing  the  repala* 
tion  of  a  most   respectable  individual. 
With  respect  to  tb^  observation,  thai  Mr* 
Carew  Smyth  was  nearly  connected  with 
the  petitioner,  Mr.  Grady,  he  thongbt  it 
was  one  which,  if  it  had  any  weight  at  aU^ 
must  apply  widi  equal  if  not  greater  force 
to  the  connexion  between  Mr.  Goold  and 
Mr.  Quin ;  for  Mr.  Goold  was  not  only 
his  law  adviser,  but  also  his  rdative.    Am 
to  the  letter  which  Mr.  C.  Smyth  had 
written  to  Mr.  Grady,  it  should  be  con- 
sidered, that  the  latter  was  youns  and 
inexperienced,  andrequiredconstanuy  the 
aid  of  his  friend  in  matters  where  his  ad- 
vice was  necessary.    He  had  heard  it  said, 
not  in  the  House,  but  in  society,  that  if 
there  watf  any  foundation  in  the  charge.  It 
would  also  implicate  Mr.  Carew  Smjrth. 
This  he  could  not  agree  to ;  but  even  if  it 
.  were  the  fact,  it  would  only  go  to  Im- 
plicate Mr.  Smyth,  without  in  any  manner 
acquitting  the  hon.   member  who   waa 
charged.    On   these  erounds,  he  could 
not  agree  to  the  rescdutions  which  had 
just  been  read,  and  were  intended  to  be 

g reposed  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  B.  Wil- 
raham).  No  doubt  Mr.  Quin  had  a 
right  to  dispose  of  his  patronage,  but  then 
it  should  not  be  disposed  of  in  any  manner 
for  corrupt  purposes.  He  would  admit 
that  there  vrere,  in  the  case  of  the  boo. 
member,  very  strong  circumstances  of 
mitigation ;  but  while  ne  admitted  this,  he 
could  nt>t  deny  that  there  were  sJso  some 
aggravating  arcumstances  that  Mr.  Quia 
was  a  member  of  that  House,  for  the  vio- 
lation of  whose  privileges  the  chai^  wia 
brought,  and  that  as  such  It  was  hia  duty 
to  have  guarded  them  bv  every  means  in 
his  power.    These,  he  Iheoght,  were  cir- 


1195]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,    ComplaiiaagamttMr.Wgmaam 


[1196 


cumstances  which  the  House 
Cake  ioto  consideratioD ;   but    w 
admitted  that  some  of  them  made  against 
die  hon.  membefi  he  felt  it  was  but  nur  to 
CMiiisider  al8o»  that  according  to  the  eyi- 
dence,  the  alleged  ground  of  charge  was 
given  up  by  Mr.    W.  Quin  before  any 
threats  was  made  of  bringing  the  matter 
before  parliament,  which  was  in  itself  a 
proof  that  he  was  not  conscious  of  having 
bad  a  corrupt  motive.    He  did  not,  how- 
ever, think  that  the  matter  was  one  which 
the  House  ought  to  pass  over  without 
some  notice.    If  they  conceived  it  proved 
that  an  improper  use  was  made  of  the 
patronage  enjoved  by  the  hon.  member,  he 
ought  not,  in  nis  opinion,  to  be  suffered 
to  hold  it  any  longer.     The  subject  was 
an  important  one,  and  should  not  be  passed 
over  Uehtly .;  for  though  the  House  might 
acquit  him  of  any  blame,  yet  perhaps  the 
country  would  not.    He  conceived  the 
conduct  of  the  hon.  member  was,  in  a 
considerable  degree,  reprehensible,  though 
he  did  not  go  the  whole  length  of  agreeing 
with  his  gallant  friend  on  the  subject.    He 
thought  that  the  circumstance  of  the  hon. 
member's  having  retracted  his  pledge  be- 
fore any  intimation  was  given  of  a  parlia- 
mentary inquiry,  was  one  which  snowed 
fais  own  sense  of  the  impropriety  of  his 
previous  conduct,  and  his  regret  for  it. 
The  hon.  member  concluded  by  express- 
ing a  hope,  that  the  House  would  by  its 
decision  show  its  attachment  to  its  privi- 
leges, and  that  they  would  not  omit  to 
censure  that  in  a  higher  situation  which 
would  meet  .with  punishment  in  a  more 
humble  sphere. 

Mr.  Ped  gave  credit  to  the  motives 
which  had  urged  the  gallant  officer  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  House,  and 
felt  pleasure  in  remarking  the  candid 
manner  in  which  the  whole  of  the  busi- 
had    been    conducted.      He  fully 


ness 

agreed,  that  the  subject  was  one  whic^ 
reouired  due  deliberation.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  member  had  argued,  that  all  the 
charges  had  been  fully  proved;  and  in 
aupport  of  that  opinion,  he  had  adduced 
the  tone  and  manner  in  which  Mr.  W.  Qiiin 
had  denied  them  on  the  first  introduction 
of  the  matter  to  the  House.  That  denial, 
he  maintained,  was  perfectly  justifiable. 
It  should  be  recollected,  that  it  was  made 
on  the  petition,  which  contained  charges 
that  had  not  since  been  proved.  One 
{Mirt  of  the  charge  contained  in  the  peti- 
tion was—"  That  the  said  Wyndham 
QuiOf  perceiving  at  the  last  general  dec- 


oudit  to    tion  that  his  popularity  had  considerabi w 
whue  he    decreased,    found    it  necessary  to  avail 
himself,  for  election  purposes,  of  the  pa- 
tronage he  so  obtained  n'om  government^ 
and  broke    up  the    emoluments  of  the 
said  office  of  derk  of  tho  peace  into  lots^ 
in    order  to  distribute  the   several  Iota 
among  sudi  persons  commanding  an  in- 
fluence in  the   county,    as  he  knew,  or 
presumed,  would  un^rtake,  in  conside- 
ration thereof,  to  support  him  on  any 
future    contest,   appointing   them   onhr 
during  pleasure,  in  order  to  maintain  hia 
control  over  them  for  those  puiposes;*^ 
This  was  a  part  of  the  dbarge  which  had 
not  been  proved,  and  whioi  Mr.  Quia 
was  perfectly  justifiable  in  denying  in 
the  manner  which  he  had  done.    The  next 
part  of  the  petition  which  called  for  a 
positive  denial  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Quin^ 
as  being  eaually  destitute  of  foundatioa 
was  that  which  said,  **  That  your  peti- 
tioner  and   his   tenantry,  consisting    o€ 
about   100   r^tered   freeholders,  had 
hitherto  supported  the  said  W.  Quin  upoa 
all  his  contests  for  the  county ;    but  the 
said  W.  Quin  finding  hb  situation  as  can- 
didate now  more  precarious  Uian  it  had 
been,  thought  it  expedient,  if  possible,  to 
secure  the  future  support  of  your  peti<« 
tioner  and  his  tenantry,  by  a  deed  of  bar- 
gain and  sale."    The  third  part  of  the  pe- 
tition, which  abo  called  for  an  immediate 
disclaimer  from  Mr.  Quin,  was  that  whida 
said,   **  That  Daniel  Gabbett,  esq.  law- 
agent  to  the  said  W.  Quin,  being  apprized 
of  your  peUtioner's  intentions,  thoueht  it 
his  duty  to  expostulate  with  the  said  W. 
Quin  upon   the  nature  of  the  proposal 
he  had  so  made  to  your  petitioner,  and 
cautioning  him  of  tbeTdanger  he  thereby 
incurred,  recommended  to  htm  to  endea- 
vour to  rescue  himself  from  the  conse- 
quences by  offering  to  your  petitioner  the 
said    200£   a-year  independent  of  any 
pledge  for  election  service."    That  the 
said  W.  Quin  being  apparently  alarmed 
at  the  aforesaid  suggestions,  wrote  the 
foUowmg  note  to  the  said  Daniel  Gabbett 
in  order  to  its  being  shown  by  him  to  your 
petitioner,  vis.  **  Mr.  Grady  may  vote  as 
ne  pleases;   if  he  chooses  to  vote  against 
me,  I  will  not  on  that  account  deprive 
him  of  bis  situation."— The  insinuations 
or  charges  which  he  had  thus  read  to  the 
House,  he  contended,  were  not  proved; 
on  the  contrary,  they  were  disproved  Inr 
the  evidence  which  had  been  addocea, 
and  when  contrasted  with  the  evidence,, 
gave  abundant  proof  that  the  situation  or 
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the  emolumenta  of  it  were  never  oftred 
B$  a  bribe :  the  hon.  member,  therefore, 
wai  perfectly  puftifiable  in  having  so 
pointedly  disclaimed  them.  Theqaettion, 
then,  before  the  House,  resolved  itself 
into  a  small  compass.  In  the  view  which 
he  took  of  it,  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
gallant  officer,  that  the  chai;^  was  proved 
to  the  extent  he  had  said.  Without 
meaninff  to  give  his  sanction  to  every 
thing  which  had  occurred^  he  would  en- 
deavour to  prove  three  positions: — First, 
that  the  original  motive  of  the  proposition 
to  grant  an  annui^  on  the  office  to  Mr. 
Grady  was  not  with  the  view  to  secure 
Mr.  Qttin's  future  election;  secondly, 
that  up  to  the  22nd  of  September,  not  one 
word  nad  been  said  of  an  expectation  of 
Mr.  Gradjr's  political  support,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  grant;  and  diirdly,  that 
between  the  2£id  Sept.  and  the  10th 
October,  every  idea  of  the  kind  had  been 
hren  up  by  Mr.  Quin,  and  before  he  had 
lie  slightest  intimation  that  the  matter 
would  ever  become  the  subiect  of  a 
parliamentary  inquiry.  He  would  contend, 
that  though  the  reason  for  Mr.  Quin's 
continuing  Mr.  Grady  in  office,  or  depen« 
dent  in  {mrt  on  the  office,  might  not  be  in 
itself  strictly  correct,  yet  it  would  appear 
natural  to  give  it  to  one  who  had  personal 
claims  upon  him  for  the  support  which  he 
had  received.  The  letter  which  Mr. 
Grad|r  wrote,  would  preclude  all  idea  that 
the  situation  was  given  with  a  view  of 
political  support.  In  one  part  of  this 
letter  it  was  stated,  that  Mr.  Quin,  m  m 
conTcrsation  held  with  Mr.  Grady,  sen., 
«n  the  subject,  expressed,  <<  I  never  was 
in  m  situation  of  so  much  distress  and 
difficultjT,  I  wish  I  had  never  any  thing  to 
do  with  it,  for  I  cannot  think  of  it  without 
pain ;  but  at  the  time  I  made  the  promise 
0  Smyth,  I  did  not  know  that  your  son 
bad  any  thing  to  do  with  the  office;  if  I 
did,  such  was  my  regard  for  you,  and  in- 
deed for  him,  that  I  never  would  have 
promised  it  to  another."  This  must  have 
precluded  the  idea,  that  Mr.  Quin  had  any 
mtention  of  making  the  appointment  a 
means  of  political  support.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  next  referred  to  the  evi- 
dence of  the  petitioner  Grady  himself,  m 
which  he  had  stated  that  Mr.  Quin  bad 
offisred  him  one  year's  income,  as  a  com- 

K»mise  for  the  loss  of  the  situation.  This, 
contended,  could  not  be  construed 
into  a  hope  on  Mr.  Quin*s  part,  that  he 
would  |;et  the  political  support  of  Mr. 
Grady  m  comequence.    It  could  not  be 


imagined  that  then,  immediately  after  th^ 
election,  he  could  have  looked  to  Mr. 
Grady's  support  at  the  end  of  six  or  seven 
years,  after  depriving  him  of  an  office, 
and  only  allowing  him  a  year's  income 
from  it  as  a  compensation.  He  next  ad- 
verted to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Carew 
Smyth,  and  mamtained  that  it  went  di- 
rectly to  prove,  that  up  to  the  21st  Sept. 
there  was  no  mention  made  of  any  poli- 
tiod  support  as  a  consequence  of  the 
situation.  Between  that  time  and  the 
10th  of  October,  the  improprie^,  if  there 
had  been  any,  was  committed;  but  what- 
ever it  was.  It  was  evident  that  by  the  10th 
of  October,  he  had  repented  of  it  In  hia 
letter  to  Mr.  Gabbett,  he  positively  dis- 
avowed any  intention  of  snackling  Mr* 
Grady  in  nis  political  conduct  by  the 
mnt  of  the  situation.  Here  it  was  thai 
he  (Mr.  Ped)  differed  from  the  view 
tdcen  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  officer,  that 
Mr.  Qum  could  daim  no  merit  from  the 
disavowal  of  any  expectation  of  political 
support,  in  consequence  of  the  grant. 
He  conceived  that  this  act  was  entitled  te 
consideration,  as  it  showed  that  Mr.  Quin 
had  given  up  any  view  of  political  support 
long  before  he  could  have  known  that  the 
matter  would  be  made  the  subject  of  par- 
liamentary inouiry.  It  had  been  said,  that 
a  letter  was  delivered  by  Mr.  C.  Smyth 
to  Mr.  Quin,  from  Grady  the  elder,  on  the 
8th  of  October,  in  which  an  allusion  waa 
made  to  the  probable  result— a  pariia- 
mentary  inquiry.  Of  this  letter  Mr.  C. 
Smyth  speke  in  his  evidence,  and  havhig 
stated  that  it  was  a  very  long  one,  he 
added  be  had  read  it,  as  it  was  sent  to  him 
unsealed.  He  had  a  general  recollection  of 
its  contents,  but  did  not  remember  any 
thin^  of  a  threat  about  a  parliamentary 
inquury.  This  was  further  confirmed  by 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Maunsell,  with  whom 
Mr.  C.  Smyth  had  had  communications 
upon  the  subject  at  the  time;  and  he 
stated,  that  he  never  heard  the  report  of 
an  intended  application  to  parliament  till 
November  or  December  foUowio^.  It 
was,  Uierefore,  he  contended,  evident, 
from  the  testimony  given  before  the 
House,  that  Mr.  Qum  was  not  influenced 
in  his  disavowal  of  what  had  previously 
been  done,  by  any  threat  of  having*  the 
matter  brought  brfore  the  House  of  Cobi- 
mons.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  ad- 
verted to  that  part  of  the  case  where  it 
was  said  that  Mr.  Grady  should  remain 
politicaUy  connected  with  Mr.  Quin  m 
long  as  he  eontinued  to  receive  the  annui^ 
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of  2001.  a-year.  This  he  did  not  mean  to 
defeodi  but  he  contended  that  it  did  not 
deserve  the  character  which  had  been 
given  to  it.  He  then  stated  a  part  of  Mr. 
C.  Smyth's  evidence,  which  referred  to 
the  conversation  with  Mr.  Quin  on  this 
subject.  He  did  this  to  show  that  there 
might  be  a  misconception,  and  that  the 
testimony  of  Mr,  C.  Smyth  and  the  other 
witness  might  be  reconciled.  Mr.  Goold 
bad  made  a  statement  which  was  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  C.  Smyth's  testimony,  that 
Mr.  QuiB  would  give  no  pledge^  Now^ 
the  House  ought  to  observe,  that  up  to 
the  21st  of  September,  there  was  no  sti* 
pulation  ibr  pditical  support,  proposed  to 
the  petitioner,  and  that  the  petitioner 
might  have  accepted  and  enjoj'ed  the 
benefit  of  the  200i.  without  any  claim  of 
support  at  all»  or  on  the  simple  under- 
standing that  the  previous  friendship  be- 
tween the  parties  was  to  continue.  The 
interview  m  which  the  engagement  was 
first  proposed  took  place  at  that  period. 
With  regard  to  this  interview,  it  ought 
to  be  borne  in  neiind,  that  it  was  proposed 
and  courted  on  the  part  of  Mr.  C.  Smyth, 
and  not  on  that  of  Mr.  Quin.  It  would 
appear  from  the  evxdeilce  of  Mr.  C. 
Smyth,  that  Mr.  Quin  was  rather  adverse 
to  a  long  conversittion  on  the  subject. 
He  said,  on  his  first  entering  on  it-^ 
**  Now  let  us  understand  each  other.*' 
In  lookinff  over  the  letters  which  Mr.  C. 
Smyth  aodressed  to  Mr.  Grady,  jun.  and 
Mr.  Grady  sen.,  giving  an  account  of  the 
interview  he  haa  with  Mr.  Quin»  he  dis- 
tinctly stated,  that  he  thought  if  the  peti- 
tionler  received  the  annuity  he  would  be 
bound  in  honour  to  support  Mr.  Quin's 
Dolitical  interests  in  the  county.  In  the 
fetter  to  Mr.  Grady,  jun.  he  said,  <<  as  to' 
giving  him  your  support,  I  think  Quin  is 
entitled  to  require  it.  On  the  ground 
of  making  a  voluntary  gift,  be  was 
entitled  to  expect  that  any  persoh  accept- 
ing of  such  a  considerable  portion  of  nis 
patronage,  the  only  one  the  place  of  custos 
affords,  should  sive  him  his  support  in  the 
county."  He  (Mr.  Peel)  stated  this,  not 
to  criminate  Mr.  C.  Smyth,  but  merely  to 
show  his  opinion  at  this  particular  time. 
In  a  letter  wriUen  to  Mr.  Gradv,  the 
elder,  the  same  opinion  is  expressed :  *<  I 
have  no  hesitation,  (he  saia),  in  giving 
my  opinion  that  he  ought  to  accept  of  the 
proposed  arrangement,  and  pledge  him- 
self to  support  Quin^  for  I  do  not  see  bow 
he  ooold  wdl  receive  the  profits  of  a  place 
in  his  patronage,  and  oppose  him  in  the 


county.   It  will  be  too  romantic  a  notion, 
to  expect  that'  Mr.  Quin  would  subthit'  to 
it,  particularly  as  he  is  not  always  siire  of 
being  on  a  bed  of  roses."    Such,  then, 
were   the  sentiments   with  whidi    IVJr. 
Smyth  went  to  the  interview  at  StiUorgan  z 
Mr.  Quin  met  him  with  similar  ideas  and 
feelings.    Now   he  (Mr.  Peel)  did  not 
approve  of  the  indulgence  of  such  expec- 
tations, or  the  making  of  such  engage- 
ments, but  they  were  indulged  and  made 
every  dajr,  without  exposing  the  parties 
to  be  visited  with  any  loss  of  reputation 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  or  with  any  pu- 
nishment in  law.    Suppose  that,  instead 
of  beginning  the  conversation  as  detailed 
in  evidence,  Mr.  C.  Smyth  had  addressed 
Mr.  Quin  in  the  words  of  his  correspon* 
dence,  saying,  **  If  you  give  the  ^^00/., 
you  are  entitled  to  Mr.  Grady's  support. 
if  you  make  a  voluntary  gift  of  a  part  of 
your  patronage,  the  only  dne  which  ihd 
place  of  custos  affords,  you  are  entitled  ta> 
his  support  in  the  county.    I  am  seiftible! 
that  It  Would  be  If  romantic  notibn  to  ex- 
pect that  you  would  submit  to  the  condi- 
tion- of  surrendering  so  much  patronage  to 
a  person  who  would  oppose  you  in  the 
county."    And  if  Mr.  Quin  were  tb  assent 
to  this,  and  say,  <<1  itidcied  expect,  that 
so  long  as  Mr.  Grady  enjoys  an  annuity 
from  an  office  at  my  dispos^^  our  pbliticisl 
interests  will  not  be  separated  ;*  would 
there  have  been  any  thing  in  the  transac- 
tion which  could  be  laid  hold  Of  as  matter 
of  crimiilation?    Did  not  such  instances 
of  mutual  understanding  occur  every  day  ? 
Did  it  not  occur  in^  the  case  of  a  landlord' 
who  let  his  land  to  his  tenants  on  favour- 
able leases  ?    When  this  took  place,  was 
not  the  benefit  given  in  consideration  of 
political   support?    If  the    tenant,  dis- 
trusting the  good  will  of  his  Isndlord,  de- 
manded a  (5ledge  of  his  continuance  in  his 
farm,  the  landlord  'would  say,  «  I  will 
give  you- no  such  thing."    If  afterwards 
the  tenant  should  say,  **  As  you  will  gite^ 
me  no  pledge  of  my  continuance  in  my 
farm,  I  infer  that  you  mean  to  torn  me 
out  of  it  whienever  you  choose,  or  when^ 
ever  our  political  interests  do  not  sme;** 
the  landlord  would  say  to  this,  **  I  care 
not  for  your  inferences,  but  I  am  resolved 
not  to   give   the  pledge  you  demand.*^ 
Then  let  the  tenant  reluro  with  the  minute 
of  the  conversation  and  require  thesigas^ 
tureof  the  laodttord.    The  landlord^  u  he 
subscribed  it,  entirely  changed  the  cha^ 
racter  of  the  transaction.  He  might  come 
to  an  understanding  with  hi»tena«t  about 
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feceiviog  hit  policical  support  for  the  fa- 
vourable conditioDB  of  his  lease ;  but  if 
they  converted  on  the  subject  of  that  en- 
gagement, and  consigned  the  promise  oa 
the  one  hand,  and  the  support  on  the 
other,  to  writing,  it  became  an  illegal  in* 
atrument,  and  not  expressive  of  a  fair  un- 
derstanding. He  did  not  put  the  case  as 
entirely  parallel,  although  there  were 
many  points  of  resemblance.  Mr.  Quin 
refused  to  sign  the  mintite ;  and  it  ought 
to  be  recollected,  that  the  conversation 
was  reduced  to  writing  at  Mr.  C.  Smyth's 
request,  and  not  at  Ins.  This  afforded  a 
•umcient  proof,  that  he  did  not  require  a 
pledge  of  political  support,  but  that  ihe 
minute  was  really  drawn  up,  as  Mr.  Smyth 
had  said,  merely  to  assist  hit  memory.  If 
this  minute  had  not  been  made,  and  if  the 
interview  of  the  21st  bad  not  taken  place, 
the  annuity  would  have  been  given  as  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Quin,  who  would  have  re- 
lied on  a  fair  understanding  of  support, 
without  being  exposed  to  the  consequences 
of  the  present  petition.  It  was  plain  that 
Mr.  Quin  wished  to  let  the  matter  rest  on 
the  usual  footing ;  and  a  more  particular 
explanation  was  called  for  by  the  peti- 
tioner, which  led  to  the  conversation  and 
the  minute  that  embodied  it.  He  did  not 
mean  to  blame  Mr.  Smyth,  who,  he  was 
convinced,  only  wished  the  conversation 
reduced  to  writin|^,  that  he  might  prevent, 
as  he  himself  said,  a  misunderstanding ; 
in  which  wish  Mr.  Quin  acquiesced  out  of 
motives  of  acconnnodation.  It  should  be 
recollected  too^  that  the  conversation  was 
not  renewed  by  Mr.  Qoin,  but  by  Mr.  C. 
Smyth,  who  asked  the  former,  whether 
in  the  event  of  his  being  called  to  the 
upper  House,  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
lord  Mount  Earle,  he  would  consider  the 
petitioner  as  bound,  for  his  annuity,  to 
support  his  friends  in  the  county.  It  was 
then  that  the  minute  was  presented,  and 
the  transactions  being  reduced  to  writing, 
assumed  a  very  diflbrent  character.  He 
again  disclaimed  attributing  any  motives 
to  Mr.  C.  Smyth  in  his  anxiety  to  have 
tile  conversation  reduced  to  writing,  ex- 
cept those  of  wishing  to  prevent  a  mis* 
understanding,  knowing  the  people  he  had 
to  deal  with ;  and  he  was  fully  convinced, 
that  he  did  not  deserve  the  lavish  com- 
pliments bestowed  upon  him  by  Mr.  Grady 
the  elder,  who  seemed  exactly  to  compre- 
hend the  difference  between  a  fair  nnder- 
iUnding  and  a  written  agreement.  In  his 
letterp  dated  Boulogne,  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1818,  he  thut  addresses  Mr.  C. 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


Smyth— <<  Your  perseverance  was  manly, 
kind,  and  disinterested,  and  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  result  of  your  adminis- 
tration. I  know  not  what  part  of  it  most 
to  admire— ithe  coolness  and  ingenuity 
with  which  you  led  Quin  on,  at  his  inter* 
view  with  you  in  Dublin,  from  a  coquetry 
to  a  full  declaration  of  his  passion  for 
bribery  and  corruption;  the  simplicity 
with  which  vou  conducted  him  to  a  writ- 
ten testimonial  of  that  declaration,  or  the 
face  with  which  you  handed  him  my  letter, 
at  your  farewell  interview  with  him  at 
Adare ;  it  was  a  kind  of  P.  P.  C.  compli- 
ment, which  you  made  him  at  the  vetj 
nick  of  time ;  one  moment  sooner,  'twould 
have  been  too  early ;  one  moment  later, 
'twould  have  been  too  late ;  but  you  seized 
the  moment  when  he  was  glorifying  him* 
self  upon  his  triumph,  to  satisfy  him  that 
the  battle  was  only  in  its  infancy/'  la 
another  of  his  letters  to  the  same  gentle* 
nmn,  dated  the  2nd  of  October,  he  clearly 
showed  his  knowledge  of  the  same  differ- 
ence— "  Twas  d— -d  insidious  of  joo, 
and  a  great  shame  to  have  asked  Qum  to 
sign  the  deed  of  charter-part^)  and  this  I 
suppose  you  did  as  coolly  as  if  it  was  a  leaae 
of  a  tenement  in  Adare;  but  the  block- 
head, thinking  be  was  very  wise  in  not 
putting  his  name  to  it,  at  once  showing 
his  sense  of  its  profligacy,  and  furnishing 
the  roost  conclusive  evidence  of  it,  shows 
me  that  he  is  not  a  man  of  judgment,  and 
that  the  system  of  corruption  is  capable 
of  being  pushed  to  lengths  that  will  undo 
itself;  that  fraud  is  always  weak,  and 
cunning  always  foolish."  He  (Mr.  Peel) 
could  appreciate  Mr.  C.  Smyth's  motives 
for  not  rejecting  these  compliments  with 
the  indignation  they  deserved.  He  knew 
the  character  of  the  person  he  had  to 
deal  with,  and  the  poetical  style  of  his 
writing.  But  he  (Mr.  Peel)  was  sorry  he 
did  not  testify  his  displeasure  at  the  man* 
ner  m  which  be  was  addressed,  and  give 
these  disgusting  compHmenta  an  indig- 
nant rejection.  He  was  sorry  that  Mr« 
C.  Smyth  did  not  repel  such  a  disgusting 
fnniliarity,  and  reprove  that  unfeeling 
coolness  with  which  he  contemplated  the 
sacrifice  of  an  unsuspicious  man  to  his 
vengeance.— He  now  came  to  that  part 
of  the  evidence  on  which  it  was  fearful  for 
l(im  to  touch— he  meant  the  unhappy  con* 
tradiction  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  C. 
Smyth  and  Mr.  Goold.  He  fully  relied 
on  Mr.  Goold's  testimony,  and  was  con- 
vinced that  when  he  denied  an  interview 
which  was  afterwaidi  a^tted,  hit 
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■nory  had  failed  him,  rather  than  that  he 
had  any  intention  to  conceal  the  truth. 
Though  he  was  not  personally  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Goold,  he  owed  it  to  his  cha- 
racter to  say,  that  he  was  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him,  and  tiiat  he  had  at- 
tained such  a  reputation  in  his  own  pro- 
fession, that  he  had  been  recommended  by 
the  law  officers  of  Ireland  to  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant for  promotion.  On  a  full  view  of 
the  case,  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  Mr. 
Quin  expected  political  support  firom  the 
petitioner  for  the  proposea  annuity,  and 
that  he  had  entered  into  a  negotiation  on 
the  subject.  He  sincerely  wished  be  had 
been  explicit  with  the  petitioner  at  first; 
that  he  had  said,  ^  I  cannot  continue  you 
Ite  your  appointment,  and  certainly  will 
not  consent  to  the  division  of  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  office/'  However  common 
such  a  practice  was  as  the  division  of  an 
office  in  Ireland,  he  (Mr.  Peel)  had  al- 
ways disapproved  of  it.  The  emoluments, 
if  more  than  a  sufficient  remuneration  for 
the  person  who  filled  the  office,  which  in 
general  they  were  not,  ought  to  be  re- 
ouced  to  the  level  of  its  duties,  and  not 
to  be  given  to  those  who  performed  no 
duties  at  all.  Mr.  Quin  was  wron^  in  di- 
viding the  office ;  he  was  wrong  m  pro- 
posing any  conditions ;  but  he  had  never 
Dargamed  for  political  support ;  and  had 
be  not  had  the  unfortunate  interview  with 
Mr. '  C.  Smyth,  the  matter  might  have 
rested  on  that  fair  understanding  which 
no  one  conld  stroogly  censure.  His  mo- 
tives at  first,  fo^  dividing  the  office,  were 
a  friendly  regard  to  the  family,  and  sym- 

Khy  with  the  situation  of  the  petitioner, 
tween  July  and  September  much  differ- 
ence had  taken  place  between  him  and 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Grady,  and  threats  of 
calling  him  out  were  held  over  him.  It 
was  not  likely,  therefore,  that  he  would 
expose  himself  to  their  vengeance,  by 
making  an  illegal  bargain.  He  had  after- 
wards, in  an  interview  with  Mr.  €•  Smyth, 
admitted  the  mention  of  copditions ;  but 
the  transaction  not  being  finally  arranged, 
the  proposal  was  quickly  repented  of.  In 
the&e  circumstances,  the  censure  propo8e4 
by  his  hon.  friend  behind  ( Mr.  W.  Bootle) 
would  be  severe  enough.  He  begged  bis 
boB.  friend  on  the  other  side  (Mr.  F. 
Douglas)  to  consider  the  nature  of  the 
proposed  re8olution,and  weigh  the  punish- 
aaent  which  was  implied  against  the  of- 
fence. He  begged  the  House  to  recol- 
leot,  that  it  was  net  until  the  Sist  of  Sep- 
tember that  any  atq^ulalioii  for  aupport 


was  heard  of,  and  on  the  10th  of  October 
it  was  voluntarily  surrendered.  He  im- 
plored the  House  and  the  gentlemen  op* 
posite,  not  to  consider  the  whole  charge 
as  proved,  though  some  facts,  which  were 
to  be  regretted,  were  established— «not 
to  triumph  on  one  issue,  or  to  permia 
their  feelings  to  condemn,  when  there 
was  so  much  to  extenuate  [Hear !].  He 
had  heard  of  attempts  made  to  influenee 
public  opinion  on  this  subject  by  the  pub- 
lication of  evidence,  and  he  was  sorry  to 
see  that  publicity  had  been  given  to  a  let- 
ter which  was  laid  aside  by  the  committee 
appointed  to  report  on  the  parts  of  the 
correspondence  that  might  be  produced 
as  material  to  the  case.  This  letter,  whicb 
was  written  by  Mrs.  Grady  to  Mrs.  Quia 
had  been  most  improperly  printed  and  cir- 
culated, not  in  any  of  the  newspapers^ 
but  in  a  separate  sheet,  which  he  held  in 
his  hand. 

Sir  Jam€$  Mackintosh  rose,  he  said,  te 
perform  a  painful  duty— -to  explain  tbe 
grounds  of  the  vote  which  he  meant  to 
give  on  this  important  occasion.  If  he 
were  capable  of  forgetting  for  a  moment 
the  principles  of  moderation,  the  example 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who  had  so 
manfully  and  so  elotjuently  performed  bis 
part,  would  recall  him  to  the  right  course* 
In  beginning  the  observations  he  had  to 
make,  he  besged  that  the  evidence  alone 
should  be  rererred  to,  and  that  every  thing 
extraneous  should  be  discarded  from  their 
minds.  No  letters  had  come  to  his  band 
of  the  kind  alluded  to ;  and  even  if  they 
had  reached  his  hand,  they  would  not 
have  influenced  his  judgment.  The  ques- 
tion before  the  House— the  issue  wbidi 
thcv  were  bound  to  try  and  make  a  free 
deliverance  on — was  not,  whether  this  or 
that  part  of  the  petition  was  supported, 
as  seemed  to  be  thought  by  the  right  boo* 
gentleman,  but  whether  a  transaction  had 
been  entered  upon,  by  which  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House  were  invaded.  In 
short,  the  issue  to  be  tried  was,  did  Mr. 
Quin,  on  the  ^Ist  of  September  last,  offer 
200/.  to  the  petitioner  for  his  political 
support  at  elections  ?  If  this  issue  was 
proved,  the  offence  had  been  committed. 
The  offer  of  the  200/.  was  enough ;  the 
conversation  in  which  it  was  offered  was 
supported  by  evidence;  the  minute, though 
signed,  would  have  done  notliing  more 
than  confirm  that  evidence.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  place  great 
stress  on  the  minute  of  what  took  place  on 
the  SSodi  whereu  the  conversation  of  the 


If 05]      CowfUnnt  againsi  Mr.  Wyndhau  Qtnn.      Mabch  29,  1819. 


[IMS 


Slit  wu  not  tt  til  affiscted  by  what  hap- 
pened flubaequently.  He  would  ipeak 
ahorUy  to  the  three  positions  of  the  right 
Jbon*  gentleman*  He  bad  said,  that  up  to 
the  21st  of  September,  the  offer  of  the 
2CXM.  a  year  had  been  made  to  the  peti- 
tioner, unclogged  with  any  stipulation  of 
political  support.  It  was  scarcely  fair 
reasoning,  from  the  facts  disclosed,  to 
infer,  that  Mr«  Quin  was  immaculate  till 
that  time,  with  temptations  to  dedare 
Umself,  because,  in  fact,  he  had  scarcely 
any  opportunity.  The  friends  of  Mr. 
Grady  stood  out  first  on  two  grounds,  in 
demanding  a  continuance  of  the  petitioner 
In  office ;  first,  that  ha  could  not  be  le- 
gally removed,  from  the  want  of  power  in 
the  new  custos  to  do  so;  and,  secondly, 
that  he  could  not  be  honourably  removed, 
because  he  was  protected  by  a  promise  of 
the  custos.  He  would  not  enter  into 
these  two  arguments.  He  would  not  say 
that  Mr.  Qum  had  made  a  promise  to  Mr. 
Grady;  but  this  he  would  say,  that  the 
latter  said  he  believed  him  to  have  done 
ao.  Now  it  was  plain,  that  there  could 
be  no  negotiation  about  political  support 
for  part  of  the  emoluments  of  the  office, 
while  the  petitioner  was  laying  claim  to 
the  whole,  either  relying  on  his  own  legal 
title  to  it,  or  on  Mr.  Quin's  promise  that 
be  should  not  be  disturbed  in  his  enjoy- 
ment of  it.  It  was  true  that  some  person 
had  mentioned  tlie  expedient  of  providing 
for  Mr.  Grady  by  200/.  out  of  the  office 
In  August ;  but  no  proposal  of  that  kind 
had  been  made  to  the  petitioner  till  after- 
wards. Though,  therefore,  the  proposal 
only  came  in  the  shape  in  which  it  now 
appeared,  in  the  month  of  September, 
yet  there  waa  an  understanding  of  political 
aupport  from  the  beginning.  He  stated 
this  as  no  new  charge  against  Mr.  Quin ; 
but  merely  to  show,  that  the  argument  of 
the  right  oon.  gentleman  was  not  conclu- 
aive,  when  he  said  that  the  proposal  of 
political  support  was  made,  for  tbe  first 
time,  on  the  21st  of  September,  and  con- 
tinued only  till  the  10th  of  October; 
whereas  the  expectation  had  existed  for 
two  months  previous  to  the  former  period. 
There  was  also  another  point  to  be  tak^n 
into  consideration,  whicn  was  very  mate- 
rial to  this  argument.  In  the  interme- 
diate time  between  July  and  September, 
the  hoo.  member  had  begun  to  suspect, 
that  the  Gradys  were  inclined  to  withdraw 
their  political  influence  from  him,  and  to 
ffive  their  support  to  one  of  their  own 
wnily,  who  at  that  time  had  declared 


himself  a  candidate  for  the  county  of  Li- 
merick. Here  was  a  motive  which  might 
explain  the  difference  of  language  used  by 
the  hon.  member  at  Stillorgan  and  at  Dub- 
lin ;  and  here  was  a  reason  for  the  demand 
which  he  had  made  for  Mr.  Grady's  poli- 
tical assistance.  On  the  third  point,  he 
was  happy  to  say,  that  he  completely 
agreed  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  ft 
was  his  desire  to  administer  strict  justice 
to  the  hon.  member,  and  be  therefore 
could  not  help  saying,  that  Mr.  Quin'a 
behaviour  on  the  Uth  of  October  waa 
such,  as  to  entitle  him  to  all  the  credit 
which  could  be  given  to  man  for  reforma- 
tion of  conduct,  and  was  such  as  ought 
to  go  a  great  way  in  extenuation  of  Uie 
offence  which  he  had  undoubtedly  com- 
mitted. Before,  however,  the  House  de- 
cided on  the  punishment  to  be  assigned  to 
this  offence,  it  ought  to  examine  into  the 
nature  of  the  offence  itself,  and  to  com- 
prehend clearly  in  what  it  consists.  Thia 
would  be  most  easily  seen  by  a  review  of 
the  conversations  which  had  taken  place^ 
first  at  Stillorgan,  and  then  at  the  house  of, 
Mr.  Carew  Smyth.  And  here  he  was  ^lad 
to  say,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  nght 
hon.  gentleman  had  treated  the  evidenod^ 
of  Mr.  Carew  Smyth,  had  delivered  him 
fsir  J.  M.)  from  great  embarrassments, 
rie  had  not  attempted  to  impeach  Mr.  C. 
Smyth's  character  in  the  slightest  degree, 
nor,  if  he  had,  would  he  have  succeeded. 
He  bad  no  personal  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  C.  Smyth,  nor  had  ever  seen  him  be- 
fore his  appearance  at  tbe  bar  of  that 
House ;  but  he  could  not  help  observing, 
that  after  thirty  years  partly  of  legal  and 
partly  of  judicial  practice,  in  which  he 
had  listened  to  tbe  examination  of  man^ 
witnesses,  he  had  never  seen  a  man  acquit 
himself  with  such  credit  as  the  gentlemau 
to  whom  he  alluded.  In  the  face  of  ever  j 
thing  that  was  respectable  in  the  country, 
from  either  rank,  character,  or  station^ 
he  had,  though  unknown  and  unaided,  ex* 
cept  by  his  own  intelligence  and  integrity, 
made  the  strongest  impression  on  every 
member  in  that  House;  and  though  sur- 
rounded by  many  difficulties,  such  as  had 
never  befallen  any  witness  before  him, 
had  fairly  risen  superior  to  them  all.  With 
regard  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Goold,  he 
wished  to  treat  him  with  all  the  respect 
due  to  those  by  whose  advice  he  had  been 
raised  to  the  distinguished  situation  which 
he  held  at  the  bar ;  he  wished  to  treat  him 
with  all  the  respect  due  to  the  situation 
itadf ;  becaosoi  from  the  high  character 
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of  the  members  of  the  Irish  bar,  he  was 
well  aware,  that  the  same  eminence  was 
always  attended  by  the  same  virtaei  at 


that  bar,  as  it  was  at  the  English  bar;  yet, 
with  all  these  feelings  of  respect  towards 
Mr.  Gooid,  he  was  compelled  to  declare, 
that  owing  to  Mr.  Goold's  defective  me- 
mory, his  evidence  might  as  well  have 
been  struck  out  of  the  minutes.  In  using 
this  language,  he  did  not  attribute  to  that 
gentleman  any  want  of  principle :  he  had 
himself  seen,  at  various  times  in  his  legal 
experience,  numerous  instances  of  extra- 
ordinary forgetfulness,  and  was  therefore 
firmly  convinced,  that  the  omissions  in  his 
evidence  arose  entirely  from  the  defective 
state  of  his  memory ;  still,  however,  the 
forgetftdness  was  such,  that  no  person 
could  or  ought  to  believe  such  testimony. 
No  person  could  say,  that  the  learned 
gentleman  might  accurately  recollect  what 
passed  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  yet  totally 
forget  what  passed  at  three,  rfo  person 
could  say,  that  on  the  second  day  he  might 
accurately  recollect  stopping  at  Air. 
t  Smyth's,  and  sending  his  servant  to  rap 
at  the  door,  and  yet  might  totally  forget 
that  he  ever  entered  the  house.  No  per- 
son could  say,  that  he  might  accurately 
recollect  some  parts  of  the  transaction, 
yet  totally  forget  those  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances which  were  of  so  striking  a 
nature  as  even  to  awaken  the  recollection 
of  the  hon.  member  (Mr.  Quin)  himself. 
But  if  this  forgetfulness  were  not  to  be 
considered  as  invalidating  the  remainder 
of  Mr.  Goold's  testimony,  what  would 
the  House  think  of  his  forgetfulness  of 
the  correspondence  which  he  had  carried 
on  with  Mr.  Carew  Smyth,  a  correspond- 
ence which  was  so  momentous  in  its  con- 
sequences.' The  interview  in  the  morn- 
ing at  Mr.  C.  Smyth*s,  not  only  showed 
great  caution  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber (Mr.  Quin),  but  it  also  showed  great 
anxiety  to  see  the  minute ;  it  showed  also 
a  third  point--that  if  Mr.  Goold  was 
there  at  eleven,  he  must  have  known  the 
contents  of  that  minute ;  and  that  if  he 
had  forgotten  them,  he  had  forgotten  the 
most  material  point  which  was  to  be  found 
in  his  case.  He  therefore  was  of  opinion, 
that  Mr.  Goold's  testimony  ought  entirely 
to  be  ]e(i  out  of  consideration ;  and  he  de- 
clared this  to  be  his  opinion,  without 
having  the  slightest  intention  of  casting 
any  reflexion  on  that  gentleman's  honour^ 
and  from  a  firm  persuasion,  that  the  wit- 
ness who  had  forgotten  one  part  of  a  trans- 
ACtion,  might  not  have  a  very  dtithful  re** 


collection  of  the  other.    Leaving,  Chen, 
Mr.  Goold's  testimony  completely  out  of 
the  question,    what  was  the  statement 
which  Mr.  Carew  bad  given  in,  of  the 
words  which  the  hon.  member  used  upon 
this  subject  ?    Mr.  Carew  Smyth's  evidence 
afBrms,  that  Mr.  Quin  said,  **  I  give  Mr* 
Thomas  Grady  200/.  a  year;  but  I  ex- 
pect, in  return,  that  Mr.  Gradv  and  bis 
family  should  remain    politicallj  united 
with  me  in   the  county  of  Limerick.'* 
Could  these  words  be  construed  into  snr 
thing  else  than  an  express  coadition  ?     if 
they  could  not,  the  charge  was  su^Mtan- 
tiated,  if  the  House  believed  them  to  have 
been  used.    If  any  member  did  not  be- 
lieve them  to  have  been  used,  he  would 
thank  him  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  un- 
belief.   His  reason  for  thinking  that  thej 
had  been  used  was,  that  if  Mr.  Goold'a 
testimony  were  rejected,  the  statement  of 
Mr.  C.  Smyth  was  not  merely  uncontra- 
dicted, which  was  stronehr  in  its  favour, 
but  was  also  corroboratea  by  many  colla* 
teral  circumstances.    He  had  written  a 
confidential  minute  of  the  conversation  to 
Grady  the  father,  and  also  to  Grady  the 
son.    Now  he  (sir  J.  M.)  would  wave  for 
a  moment  the  unimpeachable  character 
which  Mr.  Smyth  possessed ;  he  would 
keep    out  of  his   mind  the    clear   and 
satisfactory    manner    in    which   he   had 
given   his  evidence;    he  would  suppose 
him  to  be  any  thing  but  the  respectaUa 
man  he  appeared  to  be;  and  he  would 
then  ask  the  House,  of  what  use  or  in- 
terest it  could  possibly  have  been  to  hin 
to  have  deceived  the  Gradys  in  the  repr^ 
sentations  which  he  made  to  them  of  the 
conversation  which    he    held  with  Mi^ 
Quin  ?     These  minutes  were  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  House,  and  correspond^ 
with  each  other  in  form  and  substance. 
The  words,  "  I  give  Mr.  T.  W.  Gradj 
200/.  a  year,  but  I  expect  in  return  that 
Mr.  Grady  and  his  family  should  remain 
politically  united  with  me  in  the  oountr 
of  Limerick,"  related  to  a  matter  in  which 
Mr.  C.  Smyth  was  merely  acting  as  aa 
ageat,  and  were  therefore  likely  to  make 
a  strong  impression  on  his  mind.   He  had 
stated  them  almost  in  the  same  terras  to 
the  Gradys,  to  Maunsell,  in  short  to  ererj 
person  whom  he  met  at  Limerick  at  the 
time,  when  such  a  discussion  as  the  pr^ 
sent  was  not  contemplated,  and  when  he 
therefore  had  no  temptation  to  giro  anjr 
false  colouring  to  the  tale  which  he  told. 
In  answer  to  the  observations  which  had 
been  taade   on  the  impropriety  of  Mr. 
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Smyth's  taking  this  minute,  he  reminded 
the  House  that  Mr.  8myth  was  onl^  an 
agent,  while  Mr,  Quia  was  a  principal. 
Mr.  Quin  being  a  principal,  he  had  no 
particular  occasion  for  a  minute ;  but  Mr. 
Smyth  being  an  agent,  wbhed  that  a  mi- 
nute might  be  taken  of  the  conversation, 
in  order  that  he  might  send  an  undeniable 
account  of  it  to  the  Grsdys,  the  parties 
for  whom  he  was  interested.  With  re- 
gard to  the  elder  Grady,  whose  conduct 
ne  did  not  come  forward  to  defend,  he 
had  been  justly  punished  for  a  breach  of 
the  privilege  of  parliament  in  sending  a 
threatening  letter  to  one  of  its  members. 
Whether  right  or  wrong  (ond  he  could 
wish  that  many  individuals  had  never  act- 
ed more  wrong  >,  Mr.  C.  Smyth  was  de* 
airous  of  bringing  about  a  compromise, 
which,  if  effected,  would  have  prevented 
the  painful  discussion  on  which  the  House 
were  then  engaged.  It  would  have  been 
better,  perhaps,  for  that  gentleman,  if  he 
had  not  been  subdued  by  a  feeling  of  ten- 
derness to  an  aged  relative,  reduced  in 
circumstances  and  infirm  in  health,  and  if 
he  had  not  suppressed  that  indignation 
which  he  roust  have  felt  at  so  unworthy  a 
proposaL  On  the  27th  September,  the 
elder  Grady  had  no  design  of  accepting 
this  compromise ;  because,  if  he  had,  why 
ahould  he  have  condemned  it  ?  In  jus- 
tice to  that  gentleman  he  would  say,  that 
if  Mr.  Smyth  did  not  show  resentment  at 
auch  a  proposal,  neither  did  the  hon.  mem  • 
ber  himself;  t»ecause  it  appeared  from  his 
own  letters  that  Mr.  Quin  did  not  think 
Mr.  Grady  unworthy  of  his  friendship  af« 
ter  such  a-proposal  had  been  made.  Un- 
der all  these  circumstances,  he  thought 
that  the  House  could  not  avoid  passing 
the  resolution,  that  the  200/.  a-year  had 
been  offered  on  conditions.  In  regard  to 
the  punishment  to  be  inflicted  on  the  hon. 
member,  he  conceived  that  his  subsequent 
Oder  of  this  annuity,  without  conditions, 
to  young  Grady,  was  a  circumstance  of 
auch  a  nature,  as  ought  to  lead  to  a  miti- 
gation of  punishment.  He  should  be 
aorry  to  vote  for  the  hon.  gentlemaa's  ex- 
pulsion, though  he  certainly  should  vote 
for  some  severe  censure  being  passed  upon 
him ;  because,  if  a  public  servant  were  al- 
lowed to  abuse  the  patronage  of  his  office 
for  parliamentary  purposes,  without  suf- 
fering the  slightest  punishment,  one  of 
the  most  dangerous  wounds  that  it  would 
be  possible  to  inflict,  would  be  inflicted  on 
the  character  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  08  the  constitution  of  the  eountry. 


Mr,  Mtinkeit  said,  that  important  as  the 
original  question  was  to  the  individuals 
concerned,  and  to  the  public  at  large,  it 
acquired  additional  importance  from  cir* 
cumstances  connected  with  the  persons 
who  had  been  brought  forward  as  wit- 
nesses. He  felt  much  satufaction  at  the 
liberal  manner  in  whivh  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  commented  upon  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Goold,  acquitting  his 
character,  while  he  condemned  his  recol- 
lection. How  his  memory  had  upon  soma 
topics  become  an  absolute  blank,  it  4aa 
hard  to  account;  but  that  it  was  done 
without  any  wish  to  pervert  the  truth  he 
was  as  confident  as  he  was  of  his  own  ex- 
istence. If  it  was  possible  for  him  to  dis* 
charge  that  opinion  from  his  mind,  and  to 
suppose  that  his  motive  was  dishonour- 
able, he  should  leave  the  House  impressed 
with  the  melancholy  conviction,  that  here- 
after he  could  trust  no  man.  He  had 
known  the  witness  upwards  of  forty  years, 
and  could  pronounce,  on  the  authority  of 
that  experience,  that  there  was  not  a 
more  honourable  character  in  existence. 
But  the  witness  was  also  known  to  p^- 
sons  whose  opinion  was  more  influential 
than  his  own.  He  was  known  to  a  right 
hon.  friend  of  his,  who  used  to  sit  on  the 
bench  below  him,  and  whose  loss  they  all 
deplored,  the  late  Mr.  Ponsonby.  He 
did  not  mean  by  this  tribute  to  the  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Goold,  to  throw  the  least 
imputation  upon  that  of  Mr.  Smyth, 
whose  integrity  was  never  suspected :  but 
while  he  thanked  his  hon.  friend,  for  the 
candour  he  had  shown  to  Mr.  Goold,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  go  with  him  the 
length  of  omitting  the  whole  of  Mr. 
Goold's  evidence.  He  would  allow  that 
where  his  evidence  came  in  competition 
with  that  of  Mr.  Smyth,  the  latter  was  en- 
titled to  preference ;  but  there  were  points 
in  which  Mr.  Goold  was  uncontradicted 
by  Mr.  Smyth.  He  thought  that  Uicir 
evidence,  as  compared  with  each  other, 
presented  four  points  of  diflference : — 1st, 
It  was  asserted  by  Mr.  Smylh,  that  the 
refusal  to  sign  the  minute  was  by  Mr. 
Goo|d,  and  not  by  Mr.  Quin — 2nd,  That 
on  the  22nd  of  September,  the  denial  waa 
of  a  signature,  and  not  of  the  truth  which 
it  contained — 3rd,  That  Mr.  Goold  de- 
clared he  would  be  ready  at  all  times  to 
attest  the  fact :  and  the  4th  and  most  ma* 
tertal,  involved  this  question,  whether  Mr. 
Quin  did  on  the  22nd  Sept.,  when  Mr. 
Goold  was  present,  acknowledge  that  he 
was  the  person  who  stated  that  the  grant 
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should  be  given  on  condition  of  his  re- 
ceiving in  return  political  support.  It 
was  asserted  by  Mr.  Smyth,  that  before 
Mr.  Quin  had  time  to  answer,  on  being 
requested  to  sign  the  roinute,  Mr.  Goold 
said,  '*  I  have  advised  him  not  to  sign  it, 
because  it  relates  to  an  office  connected 
With  the  administration  of  justice,  which 
it  is  not  fit  that  a  member  of  parliament 
should  sien.'* — The  first  observation  he 
should  make  on  this  was,  that  it  was  con- 
tradicted by  the  minute  itself,  for  they 
would  find  a  memorandum  at  the  bottom 
of  the  minute,  in  which  Mr.  Smyth  states, 
that  for  certain  reasons  then  expressed  to 
him,  Mr.  Quin  declined  signing  ir«  Mr. 
Smyth  afterwards  attempted  to  explain 
that  away ;  but  it  appeared,  from  his  own 
letter  to  Mr.  Grady,  that  it  was  Mr.  Quin 
who  refused  to  sign,  and  who  stated  the 
reasons  for  so  doing.  That  letter  inform- 
ed Mr.  Grady  that  Mr.  Quin  had  refused 
to  sign  the  minute,  and  conjectured  the 
reason  to  be  the  alarm  produced  in  his 
mind  by  reading  Mr.  Grady's  letters,  in 
which  he  threatened  him  with  breaking  up 
the  office.  That  was  the  first  material 
point  of  contradiction  between  Mr.  Smyth 
and  Mr.  Goold,  which  he  mentioned  not 
to  impute  falsehood  to  Mr.  Smyth,  but  to 
show  that  his  recollection  might  be  falli- 
ble as  well  as  Mr.  Goold's,and  that  it  had 
failed.  But  to  show  that  Mr.  Goold*s  testi- 
mony ought  not  to  be  totally  rejected,  he 
would  go  to  the  next  point,  and  call  for 
attention  from  the  enlightened  mind  of  his 
hon.  friend.  Mr.  Quin's  objection  was 
said  to  be,  not  to  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ment, but  to  the  signature,  because  the 
minute  contained  Something  relative  to  an 
office  connected  with  the  administration 
of  justice,  which  it  was  not  fit  that  a 
member  of  parliament  should  sign.  What 
was  the  meaning  of  this  ?<»that  the  office 
was  prostituted  to  parliamentary  purposes. 
Here  was  an  admission  of  guilt.  The 
meaning  of  Mr.  Goold's  advice,  as  stated 
by  Mr.  Smyth,  according  to  the  fair  in- 
terpretation, amounted,  therefore,  to  this 
— <<  My  objection  is  not  to  the  guilty 
contract,  but  to  your  signing  it.''  Did 
any  one  think  that  such  an  avowal  was 
rational  in  the  presence  of  his  bosom 
friend,  and  of  the  agent  of  his  enemy  ?  It 
was  not  possible — ^it  was  not  in  human 
nature.  The  next  ground  of  difference 
showed  the  impossibdity  in  a  still  clearer 
light.  Mr.  Goold  was  stated  to  have  de- 
clared himself  ready  at  all  times  to  make 
the  avowaly  so  that  guUt  was  acknow- 
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lodged  and 'secrecy  stipulated,  yet  Mr. 
Goold  was  always  to  be  ready  to  explain. 
He  would  say  to  this,  increJmui  odip  be 
could  not  believe  it.  The  fourth  point  o€ 
contradiction  included  the  whole  merit* 
of  the  case.  Did  Mr.  Quin  acknowledge 
that  the  proposition  of  granting  2002*  a 
year  to  Mr.  Grady  on  condition  of  politic 
cal  support,  originated  with  himself  or 
with  Mr.  Grady?  The  latter  was  the 
more  probable  supposition,  for  Mr.  Qaifi» 
granting  the  office  during  pleasure,  need 
not  have  stated  the  condition  annexed. 
It  was  uncessary  to  Mr.  Quin,  it  was  ea« 
sential  to  Mr.  Grady,  that  It  should  be 
stated.  He  begged  also  to  recall  to  tlw 
recollection  of  the  House  an  admission 
made  by  Mr.  Smyth  himself,  that  a  grant 
during  pleasure,  without  any  stipulation  BX 
all,  would  never  have  been  accepted*  Up 
to  the  21  St  of  September  no  proposition 
was  made,  and  the  whole  statem^it  of  tha 

S reposition  grew  out  of  the  evidence  of 
Jr.  Smyth  alone.  Of  the  conversation 
of  the  21st,  Mr.  C.  Smyth  related  to  the 
House  only  the  substance.  That  conver- 
sation lasted  an  hour.  Now  he  could  not 
help  thinking,  that,  some  how  orothery 
the  proposition  for  connecting  the  elec- 
tioneering support  with  the  grant,  origin- 
ated during  that  conversation  with  the 
person  most  interested  in  the  subject,  for 
the  purpose  of  eliciting  Mr.  Quin's  opi- 
nion. If  so,  he  could  not  consent  to 
crush  that  hon.  gentleman,  by  such  reso* 
lutions  as  those  moved  by  the  gallant  ge- 
neral. He  begged  the  House  to  cast  their 
eyes  over  Mr.  C.  Smyth*s  evidence.  He 
did  not  state  how  the  subject  had  been 
introduced.  When  he  described  the  sub- 
sequent conversation  with  Mr.  Quin  at 
Adare,  he  told  the  House  that  Mr.  Quin 
said  to  him  **  Did  I  not  at  your  house  sav 
that  Grady  was  as  free  as  air  ?"  Mr.  C* 
Smyth  did  not  deny  that  Mr.  Quin  had 
said  so.  His  reply  was>  **  Oh  1  then 
perhaps  we  may  all  agree.**  Was  there 
not  in  this  omission  to  contradict  Mr. 
Quin*s  declaration,  a  recognition  of  the 
fact,  that  Mr.  C.  Smyth  had  left  a  great 
part  of  the  conversation  of  the  21st  un- 
related ?  For  his  part  he  (Mr.  Plunkett) 
believed  that  in  both  cases  tlie  demand 
was  made  on  Mr.  Quin,  and  the  refusal 
thrown  on  him.  That  was  a  vital  part  of 
the  question.  Down  to  the  2 1st  of  Sep- 
tember there  was  no  allusion  in  the  evi- 
dence to  any  provision  respectinic  elec- 
tioneering interest.  After  the  21st  it 
ha4been  uniformly  denied  by  Mr.  Quin 
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that  there  had  been  any.  The  allegation 
rented  on  the  sole  evidence  of  Mr.  C. 
Smjth.  The  reverse  was  asserted  by  Mr, 
Gabbett,  Mr.  Smyth^  and  Mr.  Roche.  In 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Gabbett  it  was  stated 
that  at  his  interview  with  Mr.  Quin  at 
Adare  that  gentleman  had  expressed  his 
determination  **  to  be  as  free  as  Mr. 
Grady  himself/'  There  was  pressure  on 
one  side  and  resistance  on  the  other;  but, 
in  opposition  to  the  statement  of  Mr  C. 
Smyth,  it  appeared  by  the  evidence  of 
Itfr.  Gabbett,  that  it  was  Mr.  Grady  who 
pressed,  and  Mr.  Quin  who  resisted.  By 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  R.  Smith,  it  appeared 
that  Mr.  Quin  told  him,  *'  that  he  wanted 
no  such  pledge  from  Mr.  Grady,"  and 
that  on  his  telh'ng  Mr.  Grady  this,  Mr. 
Grady  replied,  that  **  he  was  perfectly 
aatisfied  with  Mr.  Quin's  good  intentions. ' 
Xfastly.  there  was  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Roche,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
quite  conclusive  on  the  subject.  Mr. 
Roche  sated,  that  in  the  latter  end  of 
September  he  had  been  present  at  a  con- 
versation at  Adare  between  Mr.  Quin  and 
Mr.  Grady.  Mr.  Quin  said,  **  1  have  se- 
cured for  Mr.  Grady  200/.  a  year,  which 
Ja  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Smith,  which  you 
may  have  if  you  please,  Mr.  Grady.*' 
**  But,"  replied  Mr.  Grody,  <<  suppose  my 
freeholders  do  not  vote  with  you,  what 
then  is  to  become  of  the  900L  a  year  ?" 
"What  was  Mr.  Quin's  answer  ?  *'  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  your  freeholders,  Sir ; 
1  give  yoa  this  200/.  a  year  as  a  friend, 
and  the  son  of  a  friend  whom  I  am  much 
obliged  to,  and  I  beg  to  hear  nothing  of 
your  freeholders :  you  and  your  freehold* 
ders  are  at  liberty  to  vote  for  whom  you 
please.**  Mr.  Grady  stated,  that  Mr.  C. 
Smyth  had  written  down,  that  he  expected 
his  freeholders.  <«  Then,*'  said  Mr.  Quin, 
<*ifhe  wrote  any  such  thing  as  that,  he 
wrote  you  what  he  was  not  warranted  in 
saying,  and  I  now  tell  you  the  reverse ;  I 
would  not  ofier  you  or  myself  such  an  in- 
dignity.'* Now  if  Mr.  C.  Smyth's  recol- 
lection was  correct;  if  on  the  22nd  he 
put  a  memorandum  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Quin,  which  Mr.  Quin  said  was  true,  and 
the  truth  of  which  Mr.  Goold  was  ready 
to  attest,  wsa  it  possible  that  Mr.  Quin, 
knowing  that  that  document  was  in  Mr.  C. 
Smyth's  possession,  and  that  Mr.Gooldwas 
ready  to  attest  the  accuracy  of  it,  would 
presume  to  say  that  he  should  consider 
such  an  offer  as  that  which  it  contained, 
an  indiffoity  both  to  Mr.  Grady  and  him- 
self?   Would  that  be  the  language  of  a 


man  conscious  of  having  acceded  to,  al- 
though he  had  refused  to  sign,  such 
a  proposition?  From  all  these  circum- 
stances, he  (Mr.  P.)  deduced  the  infer- 
ence, that  the  proposal  in  question  ori- 
ginated with  Mr.  Grady,  and  not  with 
Mr.  Quin.  Did  this  make  no  difference 
in  the  case  ?  Was  there  no  difference  be- 
tween extorting  a  condition  of  support  at 
the  time  a  grant  was  made,  and  replying 
to  an  inquiry,  while  a  grant  was  making^ 
that  you  would  make  no  stipulation? 
Was  not  the  last  compatible  with  the 
highest  mind — with  a  mind  that  could  not 
bear  to  be  bound  even  to  act  generously 
and  nobly?  If  Mr.  Quin  had  confined 
himself  to  that,  his  conduct  would  have 
been  innocent,  justifiable,  and  naturaL 
But  in  his  (Mr.  Plunkett's)  opinion,  he 
had  not  done  so.  He  had  suffered  himself 
to  be  led  into  a  discussion  of  terms* 
That  discussion  once  entered  into,  the 
whole  negociation  became  corrupt.  But 
still  there  was  a  great  difference  between  a 
man  who  originated  and  completed  a  cor- 
rupt transaction,  and  a  man  who,  having 
been  led  into  the  discussion  of  such  a 
transaction  for  eight  or  ten  days,  eventu- 
ally abandoned  it.  What  could  the  House 
do  towards  Mr.  Quin,  even  had  he  ori- 
ginated and  completed  the  bargain  in 
question,  worse  than  that  which  had  been 
proposed  by  the  gallant  general  ?  If  the 
House  resolved,  that  he  had  dealt  cor- 
ruptly in  his  office  of  custos  rotulorom, 
and  that  he  had  dealt  corruptly  as  a 
member  of  parliament,  be  must  lose  the 
one,  and  be  expelled  from  the  other.  He 
certainly  thought  Mr.  Quin's  conduct 
censurable,  but  lie  was  by  no  means  dispos- 
ed, by  acceding  to  the  original  resolutions, 
to  give  a  triumph  to  a  person  who,  having 
just  decoyed  him,  had  afterwards  threat- 
ened him,  and  whose  whole  conduct  had 
been  most  malignant  and  hateful.  With 
respect  to  Mr.  C.  Smyth,  knowing  him  as 
an  old  friend,  and  valuing  him  as  he  did, 
he  could  not  help  regretting  with  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite,  that  he  had  not 
rejected  with  indignation  the  compliment' 
paid  him  by  Mr.  Grady,  sen.  on  the  dex- 
terity with  which  he  had  entrapped'  hia 
victim. .  Under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  he  felt  that  he  could  not  possibly 
concur  in  the  resolutiona  proposed  by  the 
gallant  general. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  that  after  a  most  at- 
tentive perusal  of  the  evidence,  he  had 
come  to  a  different  conduaion  to  the  bon. 
and  learned  member  who  had  just  sat 
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down.  He,  at  tome  length,  went,  over 
the  different  points  of  evidence,  parti - 
calarly  referring  to  the  conversation  of 
the  2l8t  Sept.  He  observed,  that  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Carew  Smjth  bad  been 
confirmed  in  the  most  material  points  by 
indisputable  testimony.  By  whom  was  it 
confirmed  ?  By  the  hon.  member  Mr. 
Quin  himself,  in  his  place  in  the  House. 
He  had  distinctly  stated,  that  be  had 
hoped  and  expected  that  Mr.  Grady  would 
have  given  him  his  support,  but  denied 
having  made  any  stipulation.  With  re- 
sard  to  the  meeting  of  the  22nd  Sept. 
Mr.  Carew  Smith  was  equally  positive  in 
bis  declarations ;  and  was  it  possible  to 
•uppose,  placed  in  the  situation  in  which 
he  was,  that  he  could  be  mistaken  as  to 
what  passed  on  that  occasion  ?  Unless 
that  gentleman  intended  to  be  guilty  of  a 
wilful  falsehood,  the  House  could  not 
reject  the  testimony.  It  was  alsn  to  be 
recollected,  that  Mr.  Smyth  had  written 
an  account  of  what  had  passed  to  Mr. 
Grady,  and  that  this  document  was  similar, 
in  all  respects,  to  the  account  he  had 
given  9t  the  bar  of  the  House:  both  ac- 
counts  tallied  exactly.  .  He  therefore 
tiiought  that  the  evidence  of  Mr.  C. 
Smyth  ought  to  be  relied  upon.  He  re- 
commended the  introduction  of  a  bill,  ex- 
tendmg  the  act  of  the  49th  of  the  king  to 
Ireland,  thereby  placing  that  island  on 
she  same  footing  with  England,  with  res- 
pect to  such  offices  as  the  custosrotulorum. 
There  was  one  omission  in  the  resolution 
of  the  gallant  general  which  he  wished  to 
be  supplied;  it  was,  that  after  the  com- 
mission of  the  offence  Mr.  W.  Quin  had 
done  his  utmost  to  withdraw  himself  from 
it ;  this  ought  to  be  stated  in  a  substan- 
tive and  separate  resolution,  as  affording 
a  strong  circumstance  oF  mitigation.  On 
Ifbe  other  hand,  his  bold  and  unqualified 
denial,  when  €rst  the  subject  was  intro- 
duced, and  before  evidence  was  called, 
and  which  denial  was  directly  adverse  to 
the  truth,  was  axonsiderable  aggravation. 
He  was  by  no  means  prepared  to  concur 
in  the  more  lenient  resolutions,  for  the 
•Hence  was  a  high  breach  of  privilege ; 
md  if  the  House  had  proceeded  with  such 
aeverity  in  the  case  of  Ferguson,  it  was 
called  upon  to  come  to  a  vote  of  some 
severity  on  the  present  occasion.  Had 
Mr.  W.  Quin  not  withdrawn  himself  by 
vepentance  as  &r  as  it  was  possible  for 
'  kim  to  retreat,  he  should  have  thought 
that  the  case  demanded  the  strictest  and 
most  solemn  pcoeeeding ;  it  oftigfat  have 


been  proper  not  merely  to  have  expelled 
the  hon.  member,  but  to  have  addressed 
the  throne  that  he  might  be  removed  from 
his  office,  and  prosecuted  by  the  attorney- 
general.  As  it  was,  the  case  was  stripped 
of  some  of  its  grosser  features,  although 
the  House  was  bound  to  come  to  one  of 
two  conclusions — either  that  Mr.  Quik^ 
had  been  guilty  of  the  offence  charged,  or 
that  a  foul  consphracy  had  existed  against 
his  honour.  For  his  own  part,  he  warn 
convinced  that  a  corrupt  attempt  had  been 
made,  though  not  completed,  and  that  no 
conspiracy  had  existed ;  and  under  these 
circumstances,  with  the  amendment  he 
had  suggested,  he  should  vote  for  the  ori* 
ginal  proposition. 

Mr.  John  Smith  said,  he  had  heard 
with  great  concern  certain  unfounded  in- 
sinuations against  the  testimony  given  by 
Mr.  Carew  Smyth :  he  had  heard  them 
with  the  more  pain,  because  he  had  lon^ 
had  the  honour  of  being,  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  that  gentleman ;  for  twenty 
years  the  strictest  intimacy  had  subsisted 
between  them,  and  Mr.  Smyth  had  often 
been  an  inmate  in  his  house  and  family, 
and  he  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
that  his  honour  was  unstained,  and  his 
character  unimpeachable.  Within  an 
hour  after  his  arrival  in  London,  he  had 
seen  him,  and  the  narrative  he  then  gave 
forced  reluctant  conviction  that'  the 
charge  was  but  too  well  feunded.  Re^ 
ferring,  however,  to  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Goold,  truth  demanded  that  he  should 
state,  that  at  least  some  parts  of  it  were 
liable  to  strong  suspicion.  It  was  re- 
markable to  see  how  unfortunately  defec- 
tive his  memory  had  been  upon  all  the 
material  points  against  Mr.  Quin,  while 
it  was  competent  to  the  relation  of  the 
minutest  incidents  of  conversation  when 
they  operated  in  his  favour.  Admitting 
for  a  moment  that  the  evidence  of  Mr.  C 
Smyth  was  not  sufficient  to  substantiate 
the  accusation,  all  and  more  than  was 
necessary  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Goold 
himself;  not  so  much  in  his  oral  testi- 
mony as  in  his  letters ;  documents  which 
he  could  neither  deny  nor  explain  away. 
His  note  to  Mr.  C.  Smyth  seemed  of  it* 
self  decisive.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  C* 
Smyth  throughout  had  been  unexcep- 
tionable; and  it  might  in  some  respects 
be  considered  fortunate  that  at  this  mo- 
ment he  had  not  given  his  evidence  in  the 
same  manner  as  Mr.  Goold :  if,  he  Itad 
done  so,  he  woald  no  douht  honre  bseo  m 
Newgate. 
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Mr.  GfoHtm  witbed  mmelf  to  My  a 
f(Mr  wordi  rtfpeeting  tiio  cbtracter  of 
Hr.  Goold.  Ho  had  known  thai  gentle- 
maote  above  twentjjeart-^e  had  Known 
bim  in  public  and  in  private— ho  bad  been 
very  moeb  in  company  with  biaip— and  he 
bad  been  alio  in  company  with  other  gen* 
tkmen  of  the  best  character  and  beat 
faouly  in  the  country ;  and  he  would  say 
tfaie-4f  Afr.  Godd  was  not  an  honest 
«ao«  they  were  net  honest.  He  would 
not  inquire  now  into  the  esed  measure 
of  the  accuracy  of  his  atideooe  in  this 
ease.  Mr.  Goold  might  have  been  mis* 
taken  in  one  or  two  points ;  but  there 
was  not  in  thia  account  tne  smallest  ground 
for  questioning  hb  integritv.  He  knew 
bim  la  be  ai  incapable  of  famhood  aa  the 
best  and  heneitest  man  in  that  House. 
He  would  be  acting  a  disbonesl  part  to- 
waitb  Mr.  Goold  tf  be  did  not  state  this, 
because  he  had  lived  on  the  closest  inti- 
macy with  htm*  An  ben.  member  had 
made  aa  allegation,  that  had  Mr.  Carew 
Smyth  ffiven  the  same  evidence  as  Mr. 
Goeh},  he  would  have  been  sent  to  New- 
gate. He  would  only  say»  if  such  a  man 
as  Mr.  Goold,  in  consequence  of  a  mis- 
take which,  he  dared  to  say,  signified 
very  littl»— tf  such  a  man  sho«dd  be  sent 
to  Newgate,  the  dishonour  would  not 
attach  to  the  man,  but  to  the  House. 
He  agreed  with  all  the  amments  urged, 
and  ail  the  principles  laid  down  by  his 
right  hen.  fnend  (Mr.  Plunkett),  and  he 
had  too  great  respect  for  the  House,  after 
the  eloquence  and  ability  of  the  speech  of 
bis  right  hen.  friend,  to  take  op  more  of 
their  time  at  that  late  hour. 

Mr.  Martim  considered  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Quin  extremely  reprehensible,  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  depriml  the 
young  gentleman  of  his  office.  He 
thought  he  had  not  held  that  line  of  con- 
duct towards  him  which  he  ought  to  have 
held,  when  he  told  that  young  gentleman, 
Tom,  or  whatever  else  hecallM  him,  *<  I 
would  sooner  give  you  an  office  than  take 
one  from  you."  He  had  heard  a  report 
which  he  thooght  ver^  much  to  the  credit 
of  the  member  for  Limerick,  that  he  in- 
tended restoring  that  gentleosan  unoondi- 
tionaUv  to  office  [a  hugh}.  If  he  re- 
stored mm  to  the  office,  it  would  give  him  a 
lery  exaked  opinion  <^hna^«-Md  with  a 
eiew*  to  aoosetbing  of  that  kind,  perhaps 
it  would  be  better  to  adjourn  the  debatob 
as,  in  the  present  hurriea  way,  the  resolu- 
tions to  which  they  might  come  were  not 
juch  as  ought  to  go  down  to  posteritT. 

(V0L.XXX1X.) 


Mr.  Brmtf^am  said,  that  upon  a  ques- 
tion like  the  present,  where  not  only  the 
character  of  an  hon.  member  was  involved, 
but  also  the  characters  of  tiro  other  most 
highly  respectable  gentlemen,  he  did  not 
think  he  should  be  justified  in  giving  a 
silent  vote.  He  hoped,  however,  he  should 
be  eacusedforsaymg,«-without  intending 
the  slightest  disrespect  to  the  House,  or 
thinking  lightly  of  its  privileges,— that  he 
considered  the  charge^  as  it  originally 
stood,  and  all  the  circumstance  of  exte- 
noation  or  aggravation  of  the  offence  of 
the  hon.  memlMr,  to  sink  into  comparative 
insignificance,  compared  with  those  mat- 
ters which  were  incidental  to  the  inquiry; 
and  be  particularly  alluded  to  the  cha- 
racter of  these  honourable  gentlemen.  If 
that  ofienoe  had  at  once  been  fairly  and 
candidly  avowed;  if^  on  hearing  the 
diaige^  the  hon.  member  for  Limerick 
bad  ftit  that  it  was  consistent  with  his 
own  recollection,  or  that  he  could  recon- 
cile it  with  his  own  honour  to  have  avowed 
that  he  had  entered  into  this  negodation 
which  was  never  concluded—that  he  had 
entered  into  sooMtbing  like  a  traffic  for 

tolitical  si^>port  in  return  for  patronage; 
ut  that  he  threw  himself  on  the  consi- 
of  the  House  aa  to  the  ofence 


against  their  privileges,  be  was  cjuite  sure 
if  the  hon,  member  had  taken  this  course, 
he  would  have  stood  that  day  much  higher 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Housew  But  the 
charffo  against  bim  was  comparatively 
small;  it  was  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
defended  hknelf ;  it  was  bis  unwarrant- 
able denial  of  any  share  whatever  in  the 
transaction  imputed  to  him,  both  in  his 
speech  when  the  charge  was  first  brought 
forward,  and  in  his  speech  of  that  nignt. 
It  was  painful  to  him  that  he  was  obl%ed 
to  say  that  the  hon.  member  had  stated 
that  which  was  not  true.  He  hsd  charged 
on  those  who  had  brought  forward  this 
accusation— including  that  most  respect- 
able witnem,  by  whose  evidence  it  was 
stated  in  opening  the  charge  to  the  House 
that  it  wouJd  be  principaBy  supported*— 
he  had  charged  Mr.  Carew  Smvth  with 
neither  more  nor  lem  than  a  roul  con* 
spiracy  to  ruin  his  character  by  fidse  ac- 
cusations. The  House  had  to  see  how 
fiir  he  was  home  out  in  this  charge.  And 
this  led  to  the  examination  of  the  preten- 
sions of  the  two  witnesses.  It  would  be 
a  drcumttance  still  more  painful  if  ha 
were  bound  to  express  the  same  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  witnem  brought  for- 
ward by  the  hon.  member.    He  nad  been 
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present  during  the  examination  of  Mr. 
tiooidy  had  himself  -  put  questions  to  him, 
and  had  afterwards  looked  carefully  to 
that  evidence ;  and  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  that  that  evidence  was  inconsistent 
with  the  supposition  of  Mr.  Goold's  ho- 
nesty.   It- would,  indeed,  be  hard  on  that 
gentleman,  afler  the  testimonies  to  his 
character  which  they  had  heard,  to  say 
that  his  evidence  was  incorrect,  not  be- 
cause his  memory  had  failed  him,  but 
from  a  determination  to  be  guilty  of  a 
wilful  misrepresentation.    He  took  it  to 
be  a  rule,  that  when  the  erroneous  state- 
ment of  a  witness  might  be  construed  in 
two  ways— when  it  was  possible  to  account 
for  his  being  wrong  from  misrecollection, 
and  when  it  was  possible  to  account  for  it 
from  wilful  misrepresentation ;  that  then 
a  man's  good  character  came  in  aid  in  the 
interpretation  of  his  motiTea.    It  was  ad- 
roitted  on  all  hands  that  the  CTidence  of 
Mr.  Goold  was  not  correct.    Whence  did 
the  inaccuracy  proceed  ?  When  he  found 
that  without  any  inconsistency,  he  could 
suppose  this  difference  between  the  two 
witnesses  to  have  arisen  from  defective 
memory  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Goold— when 
he  saw  also  the  feebleness  of  his  bodily 
health,  a  circumstance  which  had  been 
stated  by  the  witness  himself— he  would 
gay,  look  to  the    man's  character  and 
former  life,   and   let   that  be  interposed 
as  a  shield  against  the  accusation  of  wilful 
misrepresentation.  Having  said  this  much 
as  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Goold,  he 
would  now  come  to  the  examination  of 
what  had    been   said   as   to   the    con- 
flicting  testimony  of  the  other  witnesses. 
He  alluded  particularly  to  what  had  been 
said  on  this  subject  by   his  right  hon. 
friend   (Mr.  Plunkett).     His  right  hon. 
friend  had  said,  if  they  turned  to  the  evi- 
dence, they  would  find   a   letter  from 
Smyth  to  Grady,  in  which  he  said  to 
him,  that  Mr.  Quin  declined  signing  the 
minute  on  account  of  the  alarm  created 
in  his  mind  about  breaking  up  the  office ; 
but  if  they  would  turn  to  another  part  of 
the  evidence,  they  would  find  that  Mr. 
Smyth  states  **  the  reasons  for  not  having 
the  duplicate  were  assigned  by  Mr.  Quin, 
the  reasons  for  not  signing  the  minute 
were  assigned  by  Mr.  Goold.''    Now,  if 
the  Houffe  would  only  look  to  this  alleged 
discrepancy,  they  would  find  it  by  no 
means  bore  the  construction  put  on  it  by 
his  right  hon.  friend.    In  the  one  case,  he 
stated  that  Mr.  Goold  gave  reasons  against 
Mr.  Quin':!  aigoijig  the  minute^lhat  was 


admitted — it  was  admitted  that  he  did  not 
sign— that  he  refused  signing  the  miniite« 
and  then  he  afterwards  said,  I  believe  it 
was  on  account  of  the  alarm  created  ia 
his  mind  about  the  breaking  up  the  office. 
He  humbly  apprehended  this  did  not  ex* 
elude  the  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Goold. 
In.  this  case  he  was  conjecturing' argu- 
mentatively  as  to  the  real  cause  of  Mr* 
Quin's  not  signing  the  minute — ^he  was 
seeking   for  the  correct  reasons  which 
actuated  Mr.  Quin,  and  not  stating  a  fact* 
He  did  not  see-bow,  in  common  parlance^ 
there  could  be  said  to  be  any  discrepanqf 
between  the  two.  The  next 'contradiction 
pointed  out  by  his  right  hon.  friend  was 
of  a  more  important   nature.     Mr.  C. 
Smyth,  in  describing  a  conversation  with 
Mr.  Quin,'  stated,  that  on  asking  Mr. 
Quin  to  sign  the  minute,  before  Mr.  Qum 
could  reply,   Mr.  Goold  interposed  his 
advice,  and  dissuaded  Mr.  Quia   from 
signing  it.    Then  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  argued  how  improbable  this  wu.  He 
need  hardljr  put  his  right  hon.  friend  in 
mind  how  inconsistent  this  inference  was 
with  his  own  testimony  in  favour  of-  Mr« 
Smyth,  which  was  almost  as  unqualified 
as  that  in  favour  of  Mr.  Goold.    Here  he 
did  not  charge  Smyth  with  forgetting,  but 
of  stating  that  to  have  happened  which 
did  not  happen<-~and  he  was  thus  openly 
deciding  in  favour  of  Goold  against  Smyth. 
Mr.  Goold,  it  was  said  in  the  evidence* 
interposed  his  advice.    You,  as  -a  member 
of  parliament,  cannot  sign  this  minute, 
containing  a  contract  of  an  agreement  to 
barter  an  ofier  for  political  support*   Now, 
said  his  right  hon.  friend,  was  it  conceiv- 
able that  Mr.  Goold,  giving  him  only 
credit  for  common  sense,  should  agree  to 
the  substance  of  the  minute,'  and*  object 
only  to  the  signing  the  minute?   There 
was  no  difierence  in  the  corruptness  of 
the  transaction ;  but  here  he  was  compa- 
ratively indifferent  to  the  transaction,  and 
his*  sole  objection  was  to  the  writing.  The 
second  part  of  this  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
considered  liable  to  the  same  observation, 
-^Mr.  Goold  was  ready  at  any  time  to  eome 
forward  and  testify  that  Mr.  Qub  had 
affreed  to  what  was  contained  in  the  minote. 
'Now,  was  it  credible  that  he  who  refused 
to  allow  the  signing  of  the  minute  should 
here  say,  Notwithstaodiojg  the  refosai  of 
my  assent  to  signinsr  this  mtnote,  I  an 
rmy  to  testify  to  tbf  truth  of  the  mi- 
nute? He  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  answer  to  this  objection  had  been 
given  by  aniacipation  (yr  t  right  hos. 
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nember  oppoaite  f  Mr.  Peel).  That  right 
boii.   gentleman    nad  said,  it  was  one 
thing  to  have  an  understanding  respect* 
ing  Uie  disposal  of  patronage,  and  ano- 
ther to  enter  into  a  formal  contract  re- 
specting the  disposal  of  it-^it  was  fair  to 
bestow  patronage  on   an  understanding 
that  it  was  to  operate  in  a  certain  way— 
but  to  reduce  this  understanding  to  words 
would  be  going  too  far— and  if  this  was 
going  too  far^  how  much  farther  was  it 
going  to  reduce  that  corrupt  bargain  to 
writing?  But,  the  reducing  it  to  writing 
in  this  case  was  not  the  act  of  Mr.Quin, 
but  of  Mr.  Carew  Smyth-^it  was  done 
by  the  party,  but  was  Mr.  Smyth's  pro- 
position.   If  the  truth  of  this  difference 
Detween  an  understanding  and  reducing 
it  to  writing  struck  all   who  heard  it 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  was 
it    extraordinary  that  an  astute  person 
like    Mr.  Goold,  experienced  in  these 
natters,  should  view  the  matter  in  the 
tame  light?  The  non-refusal  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Quin  to  sign,  was  not  confined, 
however,  to  that  part  of  the  transaction. 
Mr.    Quia   seemed   to   have   felt,  that 
writing  ought  not  to  interfere  more  than 
was  necessary — all  alon^  he  objected  to 
interfere  more  with  writing  than  was  ne« 
cessary ;  and  above  all,  he  took  care  that 
his  hand  should  not  appear  to  the  minute ; 
he  thought   Mr.  C.  Smyth  had  better 
write  the  alteration,  as  the  whole  had 
been  written  by  him.    But,  with  respect 
to  the  willingness  of  Mr.  Goold  to  come 
forward  to  bear  testimony  to  the  sub- 
stance, of  the  minute.— It  had  been  ar- 
gued by  his  right  hon.  friend  that  the 
minute  was  only  valuable  sis  a  record  of 
the  transaction  itself;  how  then  could 
Mr.  Goold  possess  a  willingness  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  transaction,  while  he  re- 
fused to  allow  the  signing  of  the  minutOi 
which  was  merely  a  record  of  that  trans- 
action?   But  how,  he  would   ask,    was 
this  testimony   to  be  afforded  by  Mr. 
Goold  ?   Was  it  to  be  taken  for  granted 
that  he    was   to  come  forward    at  all 
times  and  in  all   places — that   he   was 
to  dedare  this  on  the  htghrways  where 
three   roads  met.    Mr.  uoold   was   to 
teatifV  to  the  validity  of  this  minute  in 
the  form  and  manner  in  which  it  was 
likdr  he  was  to  be  called  on  to  come  for- 
waro— that  was,  between  the  two  parties 
to  this  transaction,  Mr.  Grady  and  Mr. 
Quia— to  either  of  the  parties  who  were 
like  to  recede  from  it.»  The  use  of  the 
mmixte  was  to  keep  Uiem  to  the  pointt  I 


«<No,''     Goold    said,    <<  don't   let    Mr. 
Grady  have  a  minate,  but  the  same  thing 
may  be  done  without  one*    1  shall  always 
be  ready  to  come  forward  between  you, 
the  only  persons  who  can  doubt  the  ac- 
count of  Mr.  Smyth  in  that  writing.     I 
shall  always  be  ready  to  testify  to  it  when 
1  see  the  minute."     After  w)mt  they  had 
seen  in  this  inquiry,  it  would  be  danger- 
ous to  rest  the  minutes  of  a  case  on  the 
character  of  the  witnesses,  or  what  they 
were  likely  to  do.    It  was  an  argument 
never  very  safe  to  say,  why  did  a  man  do 
so  and  so?  This  inquiry,   for  instance, 
left  many  things  unaccounted  for  in  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Quin.    He  should  be  very 
much  puzzled  to  account  for  Mr.  Quin's 
making  that  statement  first  given  by  him, 
which  was  now  universally  admitted  to 
be  at  variance  with  facts— or  to  account 
for  the  statement  made  by  him  to-night. 
If  he  was  to  go  elsewhere  and  state  what 
appeared  on  the  minutes,  and  give  a  de- 
scription of  the  manly  manner  in  which 
Mr.  C.  Smyth  gave  his  evidence,  and 
then  were  to  mention  these  speeches  of 
Mr.  Quin,    he  would  certainly  raise  a 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  to  whom  he 
addressed  himself,  that  Mr.  Quin  ever 
made    these   speeches.      He  could  not 
account  for  the  extraordinary  silence  ob« 
served  bv  Mr.  Quin  during  the  cross- 
examination  of  Mr.  Smyth. — The  hon 
and  learned  member  then  remarked,  that 
his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Plunkett)  had 
made  verv  little  of  the  three  other  wit- 
nesses, whose  evidence  was  in  fact  nothing 
more  than  that  of  Mr.  Quin  at  second- 
hand ;  for  it  had  turned  out,  that  it  was 
Mr.  Quin  who  had  told  Mr.  Gabbett,  it 
was  Mr.  Quin  who  had  told  Mr.  Roche, 
it  was  Mr.  Quin  who  had  told  Mr.  R. 
Smyth  what  they  had  stated.  Mr.  Roche, 
indeed,  was  in  part  a  witness  of  an  inter- 
view which  took  place  between  Mr.  Quin 
and  young  Grady;  but  it  was  manifest 
that  Mr.  Roche's  evidence  as  to  this  in- 
terview was  but  too  much  characterised 
by  the  looseness  which  pervaded  much  of 
the  testimonv  as  to  facts.    This  account 
of  this  interview  was  perfectly  uninteUi** 
gible.    According  to  this  statement,  in 
proportion  as  Mr.  Quin  assented  to  every 
wish  of  young  Grady»  when  he  told  him 
tbAt  be  was  free  as  air,  this  petitioner 
grew  more  and  more  enraged;  at  least 
this  they  were  left  to  collect  from  what 
the  witness  said  to  bim ;  for  Mr.  Roche 
admonished  the  petitioner  not  to  go  on 
in  that  way--*told  bini  he  was  ill-advisedt 
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and  that  if  his  father  was  preieDt,  he 
woaki  urge  hitn    to  accept  the  d9Bce« 
There  wag «  material  difference  between 
the  course  of  argument  of  his  right  hon* 
friend,  and  that  of  the  right  hon.  member 
for  Oxford.    The  former  was  a  justifica- 
tion, while  the  latter  was  an  argument  in 
mitigation   of  judgment.    His  right  hon. 
friend  had  set  up  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Goold  against  that  of  Mr.  Carew  Smyth, 
and  though  not  in  so  many  words,  yet,  by 
the  direction  and  tendency  of  his  reason- 
ing, had  urged  that  Mr.  C.  Smyth  was 
not  to  be  believed  in  his  assertions*   This 
point  he  thought  his  right  hon.  friend 
would    have  some  difficulty  in  making 
good.    In  the  one  case,  they  had  a  gen- 
tleman whose  memory  had  been  shown  to 
be  infirm,  who  had  explained  why  it  was 
so,  and  who  had  proved  that  he  was  in  a 
state  of  bodily  health,  which  alone  might 
account  for  the  aberrations  he  had  fiillen 
into.    But  with  respect  to  Mr.  C.  Smyth, 
it  was  impossible  that  he  could  be  de- 
ceived.   If  his  assertions  were  not  true, 
instead  of  being  that  honest  man  that  the 
House  believed  him  to  be,  a  gentleman, 
whose  evidence  was  consistent  because  it 
was  true,  and  whose  conduct  had  been 
marked  by  candour  and  manliness,   he 
roust  be  one  of  an  opposite  and  odious 
description.    He  was  obliged  to  say,  that 
the  evidence  which  was  opposed  to  that 
of  Mr.  C.  Smyth,  could  not  be  put  in 
competition  with    it.      The    right  hon. 
member  fer  Oxford,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  dwelt  on  grounds  of  mitigation,  all 
of  which  he  should  not  follow,— but  of 
which  one,  which  undoubtedly  had  weight, 
was,  that  the  corrupt  proposal  had  been 
relinquished  by  Mr.  Quin.    It  certainly 
did  not  appear  on  the  evidence,  diat  it 
was  afler  the  threat  of  a*  parliamentary 
inquiry  that  the  proposal  was  relinquished, 
though  he  lamentea  that  the  hon.  member 
for  Limerick  was  not  able  to  make  this 
matter  more  clear  by  the  production  of 
the  first  letter  of  Mr.  Grady  the  ftfher. 
*  But  he  thought,  that  though  the  treaty 
would  have  increased  the  oflfeoce,  yet  it 
could  not  be  denied,  that  the  negociation 
itself  was  an  attempt  on  the  freedom  of 
election,  the  purity  of  parliaikient,  and 
the  privileges  of  the  House.    In  the  ease 
of  Ferguson,  the  bargain  had  not  been 
completed;  be  bad  omred  a  place  which 
was  not  accepted,  and  whidi  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  give.    The  same  justice 
should  be  dealt  out  to  the  unprotected, 
undefended,  obscure  individual^  who  bad 


no  power  to  violate  their  privfleges,  and 
the  man,  not  unprotected,  not  uode 
fended,  not  obscure,  not  devoid  of  powier 
to  iniore  the  privileges  of  the  House.  He 
concluded,  therefore,  by  voting  for  the 
resolutions  of  his  gallant  friend. 

Mr.  W.  PameUaaid,  he  thought  it  ua- 

fanerous  to  infer  blabie  in  Mr.  Caretr 
myth,  on  the  ground  of  letters  which  he 
had  voluntarily  produced. 

Sir «/.  Nevopori  expressed  his  convictmi 
that  a  case  had  been  made  out  wUdi 
showed  that  a  place  had  been  offered  am 
condition  of  political  support.  The  eHBoe 
of  derk  of  the  peace  ought  to  be  bcUL 
during  good  behaviour,  md  not  ^htrme 
the  pleasure  of  any  individual.  He  would 
therefore,  now  give  notice  of  his  intentioa 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
place  that  office,  in  Ireland,  on  the  same 
footing  as  it  stood  upon  in  England. 

Mr.  PlunkeU  suggested,  that  if  censure 
was  to  be  passed,  the  present  amendment 
did  not  go  far  enou|;h.  If  the  offence 
had  been  committed,  it  was  a  serious  one^ 
and  deserved  censure,  although  the  dbject 
had  not  been  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  WUhraham  signified  his  readinev 
to  listen  to  any  suggestion  from  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  whose  candoor  he  most 
cheerfully  admitted,  bat  thouaht  the 
words  **  improper"  and  *<  blamesUe"  con* 
veyed  repvehension. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought  die  amendment 
proposed  by  the  hon.  gentleman  did  not 
state  the  fiict,  and  was  contnury  to  the 
evidence ;  for  Mr.  Qua  himself  admitted 
that  there  was  a  virtual  sti^ulatiea. 

The  three  first  Resolutions  were  then 
agreed  to.  On  sir  Robert  Wilson's  fooith 
^solution  being  put,  Mr.  B.  Wilbraham 
proposed  an  amendment,  by  leaving  out 
from  the  first  word  ^  That*'  to  the  end 
of  the  question,  in  order  to  add  the  words, 
<<  in  the  month  of  July  1818,  the  said 
Wyndham  Wyndham  Qoab  did  make  an 
efier  of  the  said  20(tf.  per  annum  to  Mr. 
Thomas  William  Grady,  without  aay 
mention  of  an  expectation  on  his  part  of 
Mr.  Grady's  future  support  in  the  coonty 
of  Limerick;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the 
motive  for  making  such  provision  for  Mr. 
Thomas  William  Grady  was  to  insure 
such  support,"  instead  thereof.  The  quea- 
tion  being  put.  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  lefi  out  stand  pert  of  the  quesdoa ; 
the  House  divided :  Ayes,  78 ;  Noes,  168. 
The  proposed  words  were  diea  added, 
and  toe  main  question,  as  amended,  put, 
and  agreed  to. 
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On  sir  Robert  Wasan'i  fifth  Rerolution 
being  put,  Mr.  B.  Wilbrahem  propoied 
en  amendment,  by  leaving  out  from  the 
firft  word  **  That"  to  the  worda  «•  but 
that,*'  in  order  to  insert,  **  the  aaid  Wynd- 
bam  Wyndham  QuIn  did,  in  a  certain 
conversation  held  at  Stillorgan,  near  Dub- 
lin, on  the  21st  September  1818,  with 
Mr.  Carew  Smyth,  who  then  and  there 
waited  on  him,  as  the  iriend  of  Mr.  Thos. 
IVilliam  Grady,  for  the  purpose  of  learn- 
ing his  determination  touching  the  dispo- 
sai  of  the  said  office,  state  that  he  bad 
resolved  to  appoint  Mr.  Richard  Smith 
to  the  said  office  daring  pleasure,  upon 
an  express  understanding  that  Mr.  Thomas 
William  Grady  was  to  receive  200/.  per 
annum  out  of  the  profits  diereof;  and  tiiat 
the  said  Wyndham  Wyndham  Quin  fur- 
ther  stated,  that  he  expected  Mr.  Thomas 
William  Grady  would  continue  politically 
connected  with  him  in  the  county  of  Li- 
merick as  long  as  be  continued  to  receive 
the  said  sum  out  of  the  said  office ;  hot 
that  Mr.  Thomas  William  Grady  was  at 
perfect  liberty  to  relinquish  the  said  an- 
nuity, and  separate  his  political  interest 
in  the  county  of  Limerick  from  Mr.  Qoin's; 
and  that  Mr.  Carew  Smyth  stated,  that  be 
ahould  immediately  conraiunicate  the  sub* 
stance  of  the  said  conversation  to  Thomas 
William  Grady,*'  instead  thereof.  The 
question  beine  put,  That  the  worda  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
question,  the  House  divided:  Ayes,  154; 
Noes  81.  The  main  question  was  then 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

lof  ^ihe  MigorHy  and  Minority. 


Alexander,  Jaases 
Arbutbnoty  rt.  bon.  C. 
Ashurst,  W.  H. 
Barnard,  lord 
BmnkeSyH. 
Bame,  M. 

Barry,  rt  hon.  J.  M. 
Bastard,  John 
Bastard,  £.  P. 
Bathurst,  hon.  6. 
Bathurst,  rt  hon.  C. 
Beckett,  right  boo.  J. 
BecUve,earlof 
Becher  W.  W. 
Bent,  John 
Beresford,  lord  G. 
Binniofi;^  lord 
Blair,  James  H. 
Blake,  Val. 
Boawell,  Alex. 
Bourne,  nght  hon.  9. 


BradyH,  T. 
Brogdcn,  J« 
Browne,  James 
Browne,  Peter 
Butler,  hon.  C. 
Callaghau,  0. 
C^lthorpe,  hon.  F. 
Canning  rt.  hoo.  G. 
Carroll^. 
Castlereach,  vis. 
Chute,  W. 
Clerk,  sir  O. 
Clive,  hon.  Bob. 
Clive,  H. 
Cockburn,  sir  G. 
Cocks,  hon.  J. 
Cocks,  hon  J.  S. 
Colquhoun,  rt.  hon.  A. 
Congreve,  sir  W. 
Courtenay,  J.  P. 
Cranboroe,  lord 


Croker,  J.  W. 
Crawford,  A.  J. 
Crawley,  SamL 
Cust,  hon.  E. 
Cust,  ban.  W. 
Campbell,  A.  G. 
Davis,  K.  H. 
Dawson,  G. 
Douglas.  John 
Drake,  T.  T. 
Dundas,  rt.  hoa«  W. 
Edwards,  J. 
Evans,  W. 
Fane,  John 
Finch,  boo.  gen. 
Fitzhugb,^V. 
Gifforo,  sir  R. 
Gilbert,  Daviea 
Gladstone,  J. 
Gipps,  G. 
Goulbum,  H. 
Grant,  A.  C 
Grattan.  right  hon.  H. 
Grenleil,  Pascoe 
Gf eviila,  sir  C. 
Grosvenor,  gen. 
Harvey,  C. 
Hill,  sir  G. 
Holford,  G. 
Holmes,  W. 
Homfm^yS. 
Hulse,  sir  C 
Huskisson,  rt.  hon.W. 
Innes,  t. 
Jocelyn,  lord 
Kiogsborough,  lord 
Kmnerslsy,  W.  8. 
Knox.  hon.  T. 
Lewis,  F. 
Littleton,  £. 
Long,  right  hen.  C. 
Lowtber,  vise. 
Lowther,  John  H. 
LushinrtOD,  S.  R. 
Lygon,  tion.  £.  P. 
Maberly,  J. 
Maconochie,  A. 
Markenne,  T. 
Macqueen,T.  P. 
Magonbanksy  sir  J. 
Martin,  R. 
Mills.  C. 
Montagu,  lord  F. 
Montgomery,  sir  J. 
Moorsom,  sir  R. 
Norland,  sh*  S.  B. 
MorrtU,J.  fi.S. 
Moontcharies,  lord 
Normanby^visc. 


O'Brien,  sir  B. 
Ogle,  H.  M. 
Omroaney,  F. 
OsbomeySir  J, 
Paget,  hon.  £. 
Paget,  bon.  B. 
Paget,  hon.C. 
PaKnerston,  vise. 
Peel,  right  hon.  R. 
Peel,  WT  Y. 
Perceval,  Spencer 
Phillipps,  C.  M. 
Percy,  hon.  W.  H. 
Pemng,  sir  J. 
Philliroore,  Dr. 
Phippa,  hon.  £. 
PluDkett,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Pole,W.W. 
Protheroe,  Ed. 
Riddell,air  J. 
Robertson,  A. 
Robinson,  rt.  ham  F. 
Rochfort,  G. 
Scott,  hon.  W. 
Sebright,  air  John 
Shaw,  R. 
Sbiffner,  sir  O. 
Shepherd,  itrS. 
8mttb,T.A. 
Sotherow,  F. 
Staunton,  sir  G. 
Stewart^  Ahs. 
Sdrling,  air  W. 
Tennyson,  C. 
Tomhne,  £. 
Turton,  Ed. 
Titchfiekl,  nMrnj.  of 
Vansittart,  rL  ban.  N. 
Vaughaa,  sir  R. 
Ure,  Masterloa 
Walker,  J. 
Walker,  S. 
Wallace,  rt  bon.  T. 
Ward,  R. 
Warrender,  sir  G. 
Westenra,  hoo.  U. 
Wbitmore,T. 
Wildman,  J.  B. 
Wilmot,  R. 
Wilson,  T. 
Wood,  col. 
Wrottesley,  H. 
Worlley,  8. 
Wynn,  C. 
Wynn,  sh-  W.» 
Yorke,  sir  J. 

TZLLBaa. 
Courtenay,  W. 
Wilbraham»  B. 


Minority. 


Abercromby,  hon.  J. 
Allen,  J.  H. 
Althorp,  lord 
Bemal,  Ralph 
Bennet,  hon.  U.  G. 
Birch,  Jos. 


Brougham,  Henry 
Byng,  G. 
Beaumont,  T.  W« 
Burrell,  sir  C. 
Calcrall,  John 
Calvert,  C» 
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Carew,  R.  S. 
Cavendtaby  lord  G. 
Coldough,  C. 
Davies,  T.  H. 
Duncannon,  lord 
Dundas,  hciu.  L. 
Duudas,  Thos. 
£lli%bon.G.  W.A. 
Ebrington,  visct. 
ElliKOD,  C. 
Fazakerley,N. 
Forbes,  C. 
Oraham,  R.  G. 
Griffitbs,  J.  W. 
Harvey,  D.  W. 
Hony  wood,  W.  P. 
Hornby,  £. 
Howard,  lion.  W. 
Hume,  Josepb 
Hurst,  Robert 
Hutchinson,  bon.  C. 
Lamb,  bon.  W. 
Lamb,  bon.  G. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Lyttelton,  bon.  W. 
Maule,  bon.  W. 
Macleod,  Rodk. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Maitland,  J.  B. 
Martin,  J. 
Monck,  sir  C. 


Moore,  Peter 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Nugent,  lord 
OsTOrne,  lord  F« 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Parnell,  W. 
Philips,  G.  R. 
Proby,  hon.  capt. 
Ricardo,-  D. 
Rickford,  W. 
Ramsden,  J.C. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Robarts,  A. 
Robarts,  W.  T. 
Russell,  lord  G. 
Russell,  R.  G. 
SeAon,  earl  of 
Smith,  John 
Smith,  bon.  R. 
Smyth,  J.  H. 
Stewart, .  W. 
Thorp,  alderman 
Txernev,  right  hon^G. 
Walpole,  hon.  G. 
Waithtnan,  alderman 
Webb,  Ed. 
Wilkins,  W. 
Williams,  W. 
Wood,  alderman 

Tellers. 
Douglas,  bon.  F.  G. 
Wilson^  sir  R. 


Mr.  B.  Wilbrabam  next  moved,  "  That 
this  House  cannot  but  consider  the  ex* 
pression,  or  admission  of  any  such  ex- 
pectation at  improper  and    blameable; 
and  had  an  intention  of  acting  thereon 
been  persisted  in,  instead  of  bemg  (as  it 
appears  to  have  been)  speedily  and  une- 
quivocally disavowed,  this  House  would 
have  deemed  it  necessary  to  visit  such  a 
proceeding  with  its  severest  censure."— 
An  amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made 
to  the  question,  by  leaving  out  the  words 
y  improper  and  blameable,"  in  order  to 
insert  the  words  *<  highly  censurable,"  in> 
stead  thereof.— The  Question,  That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  stand  part 
of  the  question,  being  put,  was  agreed 
to.— Sir    R.   Wilson  then   proposed  an 
amendment  to  be  made  to  the  question, 
by  leaving  out  all  the  words  from  the 
words  <*  blameable,  and  '*  in  order  to  add 
the  words,  **  That   it   appears    to    this 
House,  that  the  said  Wyndham  Wyndham 
Quin,  in  endeavouring  to  procure  for  him- 
aelf  the  political  support  of  Thomas  Wil- 
liam Grady,  did  act  in  a  manner  inconsist- 
ent with  the  duties  of  his  office  as  Gustos 
Rotulorum,  in  violation  of  the  freedom  of 
election,  and  in  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  this    House;''— The  question   being 
put,  WM  agreed   to.    After  which,  the 
main  queition  was  also  put  and  agreed  to. 


Motion  rkspbctxng  Mr.  Goold.] 
Mr.  Lambttm  then  moved,  «*  That  Tho- 
mas Goold,  esq.  having  prevaricated  in 
the  evidence  given  by  him  at  the  bar  of 
this  House,  be  for  his  said  offence  com- 
mittee to  the  custodv  of  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms  attending  this  House." 

Mr.  Brougham  observed,  that  as  Mr. 
Goold  was  not  a  principal  in  this  transac- 
tion, the  House  could  not  punish  him 
without  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct  He 
hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  withdraw  bis 
motion. 

Mr.  Plunkeii  denied  that  Mr.  Goold 
had  been  guilty  of  prevarication.  He  waa 
surprised  that  any  person  could  thus  plant 
a  dagger  in  the  bosom  of  a  respectable  indi- 
vidual, by  gratuitously  proposing  a  mea- 
sure which  would  only  have  the  effect  of  for 
ever  destroying  his  peace  of  mind.  He 
trusted  that  the  hon.  gentleman  when  be 
made  such  a  motion,  was  not  aware  of  the 
extent  of  the  evil  which  he  was  doing— 
an  irreparable  evil,  and  to  a  person 
bearing  such  a  character  as  that  which 
had  been  iriven  him  by  the  father  of  his 
country.  He  had  felt  absolutely  electri- 
fied with  astonishment,  when  this  motion 
was  brought  forward,  and  he  believed  the 
hon.  gentleman  was  the  only  member  in 
the  House  who  would  have  adopted  such 
a  course. 

Mr.  Lambton  said,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  tender  regard  which  was  enter- 
tained for  Mr.  Goold's  character,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  suffered  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  C.  Smyth  to  be  impugned 
without  any  ceremony  [Cries  of  No, 
no  I]. '  The  gentlemen  said  no,  but  he  said 
ves.  He  believed  on  his  conscience  that 
Mr.  Goold's  evidence  was  prevaricative, 
and  he  had  brought  forward  this  motion 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  a  desire  to  pro- 
tect the  privileges  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Stuart  fVortUy  denied  that  there 
had  been  any  prevarication  in  Mr.  Goold's 
evidence:  he  had  distinctly  denied  the 
facts  stated  by  Mr.  C.  Smyth,  but  had 
afterwards  openly  and  manfully  declared 
bis  conviction,  that  Mr.  Smyth  was  cor- 
rect. Surely  the  hon.  gentleman  did  not 
know  the  meaning  of  the  word  prevari- 
cate ;  for  if  Mr.  &oold  was  guilty  at  ail, 
he  was  guilty  of  giving  false  evidei\ce,  and 
not  of  giving  prevarication.  He  agreed 
with  the  learned  gentleman  in  thinking,  or 
at  least  in  hoping  that  there  was  not  ano- 
ther member  of  that  House  who  would 
have  proposed  such  a  motion. 
Mr«  Brou^am  rose  to  (urder.  The  boo. 
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genllemah  surety  was  not  tware  that  such 
uinguage  implied  that  the  person  to  whom 
it  had  been  used  had  been  guilty  of  some 
offence* 

Mr.  S.  Wortley  had  no  doubt  that  ihe 
only  motive  of  Mr.  Lambton  was  a  sense 
of  duty.    ' 

Mr.  Brougham  dwelt  on  the  impropriety 
of  blending  the  merits  of  the  question 
with  the  conduct  of  the  witnesses,  and  of 
stamping  a  censure  on  one  witness,  on 
account  of  his  evidence  being  at  variance 
with  that  of  another. 

Mr.  Plunketti  in  explanation,  said,  that 
if  in  the  heat  of  argument  upon  a  subject 
on  which  he  was  most  ardent,  he  hsd  said 
any  thing  to  give  ofience,  it  was  more 
thsn  he  had  intended.  In  the  observations 
he  had  made,  nothing  was  farther  from  his 
intention  than  the  wish  to  give  offence  to 
the  hbn.  member. 

Mr.  Abererimbif  did  not  approve  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Ooold  was  given,  but  thought  that,  if  a 
question  were  started  upon  it,  it  could  not 
be  one  for  prevarication,  but  for  stating 
that  which  he  knew  not  to  be  true.  After 
the  evidence  had  been  given,  it  should 
not  be  so  much  the  question,  whether  the 
witness  had  prevaricated,  as  whether  he 
had  stated  that  which  he  believed  to  be 
true  or  not.  Without,  therefore,  giving 
his   opinion    upon    the    merits  •  of  the 

auestion  before  the  House,  which  he 
lought  ought  to  be  postponed  to  another 
opportunity,  he  should  give  his  vote 
against  the  motion. 

'  Mr.  Croker  bore  testimony  to  the  ex« 
cellent  character  of  Mr.  Ooold,  a  gentle- 
man whom  he  had  known  for  a  great 
nsany  years.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
come  to  an  immediate  decision  on  this 
question,  for  he  thought  that  no  acquittal, 
however  unanimous,  would  compensate 
Mr.  Goold,  for  having  this  dreadful 
scourge  hong  over  his  head  for  a  single 
day  longer. 

.  Lord  Nugent  expressed  the  sincere  re- 
cret  and  pain  which  he  felt  in  being  ob- 
liged, after  all  he  had  heard  from  so  many 
high  authorities  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  and  perhaps  from  the  highest  au- 
thority in  the  House,  in  favour  of  the 
character  of  Mr.  Goold,  to  be  obliged,  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty,  to  vote  for  a 
notion  which  must  necessarily  cast  an 
imputation  upon  a  character  hitherto  re- 
spectable. But  after  having  rood  and 
considered  the  evidence  which  Mr.  Goold 
lied  given,  he  did  not  think  that  such  evi- 


dence was  given  without  premeditated  and 
matured  falseliood.  If  he  was  «rron|,  he 
hoped  God  would  forgive  him ;  but  of  tbia 
he  was  certain,  that  his  own  conscience 
could  not  accuse  him.  In  the  strict  dis* 
charge  of  his  duty,  he  felt  himself  bound 
to  vote  for  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend. 
The  House  divided :  Ayes,  8 ;  Noes, 
134. 

List  of  the  Minority. 


Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Lamb,  hon.  G. 
Macleod,  R. 
Martin,  John. 
Pahner,  C.  F. 


Seflon,  earl  of 
Webster,  sir  Godf. 

TELLERS. 

Lambton,  J.  G. 
Nugent,  lofd 
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Earl  of  Liverpool  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  committing  the  bill  for  the  regu- 
lation of  his  majesty's  household,  ftc,  and 
the  House  immediately  went  into  the 
committee.  On  the  motion  for  reading 
the  preamble  of  the  bill. 

Earl  Grey  rose.    Having  already  said 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  maae  any 
opposition  to  the  principle  of  the  measure, 
it  might  be  expected  that  he  would  re- 
serve himself  for  another  part  of  the  bill ; 
but,  notwithstanding  his  approval  of  the 
principle,  he  had  some  general  observa- 
tions to  offer,  which  appeared  to  him  more 
particularly    applicable    to    the    present 
stage  of  the  committee.    After  the  mis- 
interpretation that   had  taken  place  of 
whst  passed  on  a  former  occasion,    it 
might  however  be  necessary,  before  he 
proceeded  farther,  to  guard  himself  against 
any  misunderstanding  of  his  views.    Far 
from  being  disposed  to  leave  out  of  con* 
sideration  the  just  claims  of  individuals 
for  past  services,  or  to  look  with  cold  in- 
difference on  the  unfortunate  situatioo  of 
the  sovereign,  he   fully  recogniaed   all 
those  claims,  and  he  felt  aa  stroti^ly  aa 
any  one  could  feel,  that  sympathy  6r  suf- 
fering, and  that  sense  of  propriety  and 
duty  which  ought  to  regulate  their  lord- 
ships in  making  a  provntion,  not  merely 
for  an  afflicted  individual,  but    for  him 
who  had  been,  and,  as  the  noble  earl  op« 
posite  the  other  day  justly  obsesved,  sttll 
was  the  le^al  sovereign  of  a  great,  gene- 
rous, and  loyal  people.    Upon  this  prin* 
ciple  he  looked  at  the  present  measure ; 
but  there  was  another  principle,  in  main- 
taining  which  he  could  not  be  considered 
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OS  acting  ineoDiifltfiBdy  with  the  dedara- 
tion  of  the  fonner ;  namely,  that  he  felt 
hiiBBelf  equally,  bouDd  to  take  care  that 
BO  unneceasary  expenaey  howeyer  miDiHet 
was  incurred  on  the  part  of  the  public. 
For  his  support  in  the  justice  of  this  view» 
he  had  only  to  look  at  the  preamble  of 
the  bill  now  before  their  lordships.    That 

Ereamble»  in  stating  the  object  of  the 
ill,  not  only  professed  to  provide  for  the 
attendance  suitable  and  requisite  to  the 
due  care  of  his  majestv's  sacred  person, 
and  the  maintenance  of  his  royal  aignity, 
but  at  the  same  time  to  make  such  reduc- 
tions  in  the  expense  of  the  establishment 
as  might  not  be  found  inconsistent  with 
that  principle  on  which  the  bill  was  found* 
ed.  This*  which  was  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  he  also  maintained,  and  should  con- 
tinue to  maintain,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
dignant Qbsenrations  he  had  a  few  days 
ago  drawn  upon  himself ;  but  perhaps 
those  expressions  of  irritability  were  not 
so  much  directed  towards  him  as  they  were 
effusions  of  spleen  against  the  bill  itself, 
the  authors  and  professed  supporters  of 
which  now  found  themselves  compelled  to 
make  some  reductions  in  an  establishment 
which  they  had  formerly  declared  could 
undergo  no  alteration.  This  much  he 
had  found  himself  bound  to  say  in  order 
to  avoid  further  misconstruction;  but 
before  he  proceeded  to  notice  the  details 
of  the  bills,  to  all  of  which,  with  one  or 
perhaps  rather  two  exceptions,  he  was 
prepared  to  concur,  he  could  not  help 
adverting  to  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
noble  earl  who  moved  the  bill,  had  called 
upon  their  ferdships  to  support  it.  The 
noble  earl  had  stated,  and  the  bill  indeed 
declared,  that  "  the  death  of  her  late 
most  excellent  majesty  would  allow  some 
reduction  in  the  expense  of  the  establish- 
ment provided  for  his  majesty."  This 
power  of  reducing  the  expense  the  noble 
earl  attributed  to  the  situation  in  which 
her  majesty  stood  as  aueen- consort.  The 
establishment,  he  saio,  having  been  made 
with  a  view  to  that  consideration,  if  it 
had  not  been  formed  according  to  the  ar- 
rangement which  subsisted  until  her  ma- 
jesty's death,  she  would  have  had  an 
equitable  claim  to  the  enjoyment  of  her 
dower*  It  appeared,  then,according  to  the 
noble  earrs  explanation,  that  the  establish- 
ment at  Windsor  had  been  founded  on 
the  double  principle  of  providing  for  the 
care  of  the  king,  and  or  supplying  what 
her  miyesty  was  entitled  to  as  queen-con- 
sort.    Whea  the  noble  earl  made  that 
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statement,  be  beard  it  with  great  aurprisw 
a  surprise  in  which  many  other  noble  lords 
doubtless  participated ;  for  it  was  the  as* 
sumption  of  a  perfectly  new  ground* 
This  questimi,  their  lorddiips  well  knew, 
was  not  now  for  the  first  time  pressed  on 
their  consideration.  He  and  two  of  hia 
noble  iirienda  had  last  year  agitated  it, 
and  then  it  was  vehemently  resisted,  nol 
only  bv  the  noble  lord  opposite,  but  by 
several  others*  One  noble  lord  who  main* 
tained  that  every  man  in  the  country  from 
John  O'Groat's  house  to  the  Lands  Eod» 
would  oppose  the  diminution  of  a  particle 
of  splendor  from  around  the  king,  had 
indignantly  exclaimed,  *<  Shall  I  consent 
to  strip  my  sovereign  of  the  allowance 
made  for  himin  his  affliction  V*  ••  What," 
said  another,  *^  shall  I,  who  have  been 
protected  by  my  sovereign  in  his  prospe* 
rity,  abandon  him  in  his  adversity  r  He 
gave  those  noble  lords,  one  of  whom  he 
now  saw  on  the  cross  bench,  full  credit 
for  the  sincerity  of  the  warm  effusions  of 
loyalty  to  which  they  had  given  utterance, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  they  now  had 
good  grounds  for  their  change  of  opintoB* 
But  if  the  noble  earl  had  at  that  tima 
turned  round  to  them,  and  said,  '*  the 
reason  which  you  have  given  has  nothinjjp 
to  do  with  the  principle  of  the  bill.  Thia 
expense  is  not  mcurrad  for  the  king  only, 
but  for  the  queen ;  one-half  being  givea 
to  her  majesty,  as  oueen-consort ,  in  liea 
of  her  dower.  Haa  such  an  answer  been 
given,  what  would  have  been  the  surprise, 
what  the  feelings  of  the  noble  lords? 
But  no  such  answer  was  given ;  and  the 
establishment  was  all  along  professed  to 
be  maintained  for  the  king,  and  the  king 
only.  Was  it  probable,  then,  that  suca 
bad  been  the  view  of  those  who  proposed 
the  original  bill,  or  of  the  legislature  who 
pused  it  ?  Did  the  Journals  of  parlia* 
ment,  or  any  of  the  acts  which  hao  been 
adopted,  afford  any  trace  of  such  a  nrin* 
ciple  ?  On  the  contrary,  the  act  oi  the 
52nd  of  die  kins  stated  in  the  preamble, 
as  the  ground  of  passing  it,  the  necessity 
of  msJung  further  rt^ationsfor  the  main* 
tenance  of  his  majesty's  household,  and 
to  enable  the  aueen  to  meet  the  additional 
expenses  to  wnich  she  might  be  exposed 
for  that  object.  The  sum  of  lOCMXXlL 
was  then  dii^ected  to  bepaid  for  the  main* 
tenance  of  his  majesty  s  household,  and 
the  details  in  confirmation  of  the  pream* 
ble  proved  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
legislature  to  apply  the  whole  of  thai 
sum  to  expenses  connected  with  his  mai* 
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jekt^b  Mhr6D.    to  remove,  as  ft  were, 
all  pdtfnDk  ^obt,  k  clause  was  inserted 
fdt  rei^d^Ving  aii  Account  of  the  applica- 
t!oh  of  ihe  n&bh^^  to  the  con^missicVners 
of  ihk  revenue ;  and  it  v^as  provided,  that 
if  there  should  he  any  surplus,  it  was  to 
go  to  the  Aid  6f  the  civil  list.     Had  the 
▼leW  whicli  the  noble  lord  now  took  of 
th6  j^rinciple  of  the  act  been  correct,  it 
would  have  doubtless  beett  provided,  that 
the  surplus  should  be  given  to  her  ma- 
jesty ;  but  no  such  thing  was  the  case. 
Their  lordships  would,  in  fiiict,  find  that 
aft  th^  clauses  perfectiv  illustrated  the 
principle  of  the  act.    Th6  clausi^  which 
gave  10,000t.  to  her  majesty  for  her  own 
use,  was  t  further  proof  that  the  other 
aum  was  exclusively  designed  for  support- 
ing his  majesty's  establishment.    In  the 
silence  of  the  preamble,   And  of  all  the 
clauses,    how  could  so  extraordinary  a 
construction  b'e  put  upon  the  act  ?    In  ad- 
dition to  this^  if  their  lordshipi  were  to 
refer  to  ant  ot  the  contem]>oraneous  ex* 
positioni  or  the  proceedings  in  parliament, 
the^  wotiiM  find  no  trace  of  the  principle 
which  the  noble  earl  had  set  up.    Defi- 
cient and  inaccurate  as  the  cootetnpora- 
neous  publications  to  which  he  had  alnided 
often  were,  it  would  be  impossible  to  Ac- 
count for  their  silence,  as  well  as  the  si- 
lence of  all  the  records  of  parliament,  if 
the  supporters  of  the  original  bill  had 
really  had  such  i|n  object  in  view.    In  the 
report  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which 
he  mu^t  regret  had  not  been  laid  before 
their  Idrdships,  it  was  recommended  that 
the  saving  made  on  the  100,0001.,  applied 
to  the  Windsor  establishment,  should  ^o 
t6  the  dvil  liit ;   but  not  a  word  was  said 
itk  that  report  of  any  part  of  the  money 
havinjg  been  granted  in  lieu  of  the  mieen  s 
do#er.     t4et  their  lordships  next  lo6k  at 
the  reiductions,  by  which  it  beeaoae  prac- 
tfdable  to  strSlce  ot  50,000^  from  the 
fornfter  sum  of  I0O,0DW.,  and  they  would 
b^  still  more  convinced  that  no  part  of 
that  sum  could  have  been  intended  as  a 
coUp'eAsatioo  to  her  majesty.    What  were 
the  eftceS  abolished?     The  vice-cham- 
berlain of  hTs  majesty's  household,  four 
of  the  gehtleitteh  and  four  of  the  grooms, 
of  hh  majesty^s  bedchamber,    and  the 
nMtstelr  of  the  robes ;  did  these  officers 
form  Aiiy  i^art  of  the  oueen's  establish- 
iMnk  ?    There  were  besides^  servants  re* 
Aiebil  td  tbd  iiaom.  (XSfMi.  per  annum, 
iiHi6  #£re  e^dvatv^y  ahd  personidly  at- 
teU»iAf({l6tb6&1bg.    TbiaW  discovery 
lAttie  df  the  brincldte  of  the  act  wbi^h 
(  VOL.  XXXIX*.) 
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^as  ftboiit  to  be  repealed,  was  iii  his  opi« 
nion  far  from   showing  respect  to  the 
ipemory  of  her  late  ihiuesty.    It  was  in 
that  point  of  view  not  a  little  remarkable, 
that  the  noble  earl  should  come  forward 
and  make  the  death  of  the  queen  a  rea« 
son  for  reducing  a  part  of  that  expensei 
the  whole  of  which  that  noble  earl,  and 
all  those  who  acted  withhim,  had  hitherto 
constantly  nlaintained  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  dignity  and  comfort  of 
the  king.    H^  could  come  to  no  conclu- 
sion on  the  subject  but  that  the  ministera 
of  the  Crown,  aflerstrenuousfy  opposing^ 
for  a  considerable  time,  any  reduction  m 
the  establishment  for  the  king,  aod  having 
at  last  found  that  they  must  reduce  it, 
ha'd,  in  order  to  avoid  the  appearance  of 
inconsistency,  invented  this  argument  of 
the  establishment  being  partly  i^r  the  use 
of  the  queen,  that  they  might  put  forward 
the  death  of  her  majesty  as  a  reason  for 
the  reduction,  although  no  reason  existed 
now  that  had  liot  all  along  existed,  why 
this  establishment  should  dot  have  been 
reduced.      Xothwithstanding,    however, 
the  oiifounded  pretence    on  which  the 
present  measure  was  proposed,  he  was 
glad  to  find  the  proposition  of  reduction^ 
which,  whenever  it  had  before  been  made^ 
was  always  stigmatised  as  coming  from 
persons  who  were  wanting  in  loyalty,  as 
length  fully  recognized  by  hb  majeity'a 
ministers.    He  was  very  happy  that  n 
measure  which  had  often  been  called  for 
was  now  about  to  be  obtained ;  .and  that 
those  who  had  forinerly  resisted  it  were 
no  longer  disposed  to  accuse  its  suppor- 
ters ot  deserting,  under  circumstances  of 
Seat  affliction,   the  sovereiffn  to  wham 
eir  loyalty  was  due.     To  tne  principle^ 
so  often  urged  and  at  length  acknow- 
ledged, be  was,  of  course,  ready  to  give 
his  concurrence,  so  far  as  it  was  carried. 
He  must  confess  that,  when  he  first  di- 
rected his  attention  to  the  subject,  he 
did  think  that  SQJOOOl.   was  too  largo 
a  sum  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  thia 
bill,  even  for  a  sovereign  m  toe  unhappy 
situation  in  which  his  majc;Bty  was  placed ; 
but  when  he  looked  into  the  details  of 
the  estaolishment,  and  found  that  above 
one-third.of  the  50,000/1  was  n^ce^sary  te 
keep  up  Windsor  castle  as  a  royal  paiaoe, 
be  undodbtedly  thought  that  the  remain* 
ing  siiin  waii  by  no  means  too  much  to 
mate  an  adequate  provision  for  the  estf- 
bfisbiilefit  or  the  !|ang»  nor  did  (m  t&iok 
that  any  one  ia  the  ^ujktry  oeoia  ebjecf 
to  sucn  an  anbunt,    reooUeotijrr  tiuil 
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the  individual  to  be  provided  for  was  a 
Icing,  and  that  every  appendage  of  dig- 
nity ought  to  be  added  that  was  con- 
sistent with  his  melancholy  and  afflicted 
situation.    There  was  one  point,  however 
with  regard  to  the  sum  appropriated  out 
of  the  50,000/.  per  annum,  for  keeping  up 
Windsor  castle  as  a  royal  residence,  that 
he  wished  to  advert  to.    He  had  under- 
stood  that    Windsor  castle,    like  Kew, 
Hampton   court,  and  other  royal  resi- 
dences, was  kept  up  at  the  expense  of  the 
civil  list,  and  if  so,  he  saw  no  reason  why 
the  keeping  up  of  Windsor  castle  should 
be  made  a  charge  upon  the  funds  pro- 
vided for  the  king's  establishment.     He 
wished  upon  this  point  to  have  some  ex- 
planation, as  if  the  case  was  as  he  had 
understood,  it  was,  in  fact,  making  a  pre- 
sent to  the  civil  list,  of  the  17,000/.  per 
annum  charged  upon  the  fund  of  the 
king's  establishment  for  keeping  up  Wind- 
sor castle,  and  he  should  wish  in  that  case 
to  vote  only  the  amount  (deducting  the 
17,000/.)   requisite  for  the  king's  esta- 
blishment,   in    order  that  the    civil  list 
might  bear  the  charge  which   properly 
belonged  to  it.    This  was  a  circumstance 
in  the  bill,  with  respect  to  the  propriety 
of  which  a  strong  doubt  had  arisen  in  his 
mind,  though  it  had  been  pointed  out  to 
him  by  a  noble  friend  only  that  morning  ; 
but  perhaps  the  noble  earl  would  explain 
it.    The  object  appeared  to  be  to  make  a 
diversion  in  favour  of  the  ctviMist.    That 
objection  he,    however,  did  not  at  the 
present  moment  wish  to  press;  and  he 
now  came  to  that  part  of  the  subject  on 
which  it  was  the  most  painful  for  himself 
to  touch,  but  which  it  would  be  incon- 
sistent   with   his  duty  to   overlook— he 
meant  the  grant  of  10,000/.  to  the  duke 
of  York,    ft  was  most  painful  to  him  to 
dwell  upon  this  subject,  and  he  could  not 
but  think  that  ministers  had  acted  most 
unwisely  and  injudiciously,  in  thtis  drag- 
ing  forward  the  duke  of  York  to  incur  a 
considerable  degree  of  unpopularity,  in 
consequence  of  their  making  such  a  pro- 
position at  8  period  like  the  present  of 
great  public  distress.    And  here  he  must 
say,  that  in  the  view  which  he  had  taken 
of  the  subject,  no  proposal  of  defraying 
this  sum  from  an^  other  fund  would  di- 
minish his  objection  to  the  grant*    This 
view  did  not  arise  from  any  participation 
in    the    opinions    expressed  in  another 
place  with  respect  to  the   privy  purse. 
That  filnd  was  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
the  king,  in  order  ta  enable  him  to 
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pla^  those  acts  of  generosity  and  bounty 
which  it  became  a  king  to  perform.    It 
was  therefore  on  public  utility,  and  public 
utility   only,  that  the  existence  of  that 
fund  was  founded.    It  was  true  that  the 
application  of  that  fund  during  the  exer- 
cise of  the  royal  authority  could  not  be 
questioned,  except  in  instances  of  such 
manifest  abuse  as  he  was  unwilling  to 
suppose  ever  would  occur.     Still  it  was 
competent  for  parliament  to  interfere  in 
cases  wherein  its  own  independence  or 
the  constitution   might  be  endangered ; 
but  with  that  exception,  he  admitted  that 
the  fund  ought  to  be  completely  under 
the  control  of  the  king.    When,  how- 
ever, it  became  necessary  to  provide  a 
fund  for  another  person  appointed  to  per- 
form duties  his  majesty  was  not  capable 
of  fulfilling  himself,  and  when  parliament 
was  called  upon  to  make  provision  for  the 
care  of  his  majesty's  person,  was  it  too 
much  to  propose  that  what  remained  un- 
appropriated of  this  fund  should  be  em- 
ployed in  aid  of  such  provision.    That 
this  was  not  proposing  too  much,  he  had 
the  authority  of  the  legislature  for  main- 
taining ; '  for  by  the  52nd  of  the  king  it 
was  provided,  that  the  expense  of  the 
physicians  should  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
privy  purse.    The  act  expressly  provided 
that  they  should  be  paid  out  of  the  sur- 
plus of  that  fund.    Parliament  had  there- 
tore  assumed  a  control  over  the  privy 
purse  in  as  far  as  related  to  the  expense 
of  medical  attendance.    If  this  applica- 
tion of  the  fund  was  regarded  as  proper, 
he  could  conceive  no  mode  of  reasoning 
by  which  the  fund  could  be  proved  inap- 
plicable to   the  payment  or  any  other 
charge  connectea  with  the  care  of  his 
majesty's  person.    Though  he  considered 
this  position  incontrovertible,  yet  it  did 
not   meet    his  view  to  recommend   the 
transfer  of  the  proposed  charge  to  the 
privy  purse,   or   any  other  fund.    The 
whole  matter  in  dispute  resolved  into  this 
question  : — *<  Is  the  expense  necessary  or 
not?"  The  noble  earl  had  endeavoured  to 
justify  the  granting  this  sum  to  the  custoa 
of  the  royal  person,  on  two  grounds — 
1st,  That  a  similar  provision  had  been 
made  by  parliament  for  her  majesty ;  and 
secondly,  that  the  same  expense  must  be 
incurred  by  the  duke  of  York  as  bad  been 
incurred  by  the  queen.    With  regard  to 
the  first  proposition,  in  questioning  the 
propriety  of  the  provlgion  made  by  the 
former  act,  he  must  again  express  his 
regretj  that  ministers  should  have  thought 
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it  necessary  to  compromise  her  majesty's 
name  in    this  transaction.    There  were 
some  differences  in  the  two  cases;  but  if 
they  were  precisely  similar,  that  would  be 
no  inducement  to  him  to  grant  to  the 
duke  of  York  the  same  allowance  as  had 
been  sifen  to  the  queen.    The  former  act 
passed,  at  a  time  of  great  public  emer- 
gency, when  their  lordships  minds  were 
deeply  engaged  by  a  variety  of  objects  of 
t  extraordinary  interest,  and  when,  amidst 
the  great  expenditure  to  which  the  coun- 
try was  exposed,  the  granting  of  such  a 
sum    was    less    likely  to    be    vigilantly 
watched.    He  did  not  recollect  whether 
he  was  present  when  the  bill  passed,  but 
he  confessed  that  he  considered  himself 
and  others  guilty  of  great  direliction  of 
duty  in  not  having  protested  against  it. 
As  an  argument  for  tne  grant  it  had  been 
stated,  that  her  majesty  could  not  conve- 
niently reside  so  much  at  Windsor  as  she 
had  formerly  done,  and  that  it  was  there- 
fore reasonaole  that  some  allowance  should 
be  made  to  her  for  travelling  charges. 
That  plea  was  altogether  insufficient  to 
justify  such  a  grant.    With  regard  to  the 

Sroposal  of  the  same  allowance  to  the 
uke  of  York,  the  objection  was  still 
stronger.  Whatever  reason  might  be 
urged  for  granting  travelling  expenses  to 
her  majesty  failed  with  respect  to  his 
case.  He  roust  ask,  what  were  the  ex- 
penses to  which  his  royal  highness  was 
likely  to  be  put  ?  Surely,  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  country,  some 
grounds  ought  to  be  shown  for  those  ex- 
penses, before  such  a  grant  was  made. 
When  his  royal  highness  went  to  Windsor, 
did  he  incur  any  expense  there  ?  No.  A 
table  was  provided  for  him.  For  the  sake 
of  the  royal  family,  and  even  for  the  cha- 
racter of  the  government  itself,  he  sin- 
cerely wished  that  this  charge  had  never 
been  thought  of.  How  could  such  an 
expense  be  vindicated  ?  The  royal  duke 
resided  within  ten  miles  of  Windsor 
when  at  Oatlands,  his  country  seat,  and 
therefore  the  necessary  journies  which. 
as  custos,  he  would  be  obliged  to  make  to 
the  palace  could  not  be  very  expensive. 
Even  when  his  royal  highness  lived  in 
town,  hii  travelling  expenses  to  Windsor 
would  not  amount  to  much ;  and  when  it 
was  considered  that  he  held  an  office  not 
nsaally  conttnued  in  time  of  peace,  yield- 
ing him  ^reat  emoluments,  and  affording 
bhn  provision  for  a  considerable  number 
of  hones,  he  f earl  Grey)  did  not  aee 
Atut  there  eoula  be  any  hardibip  ^n  ex- 


pecting him  to  visit  his  royal  father  at 
certain  intervals  without  any  remunera- 
tion.    Was    there    any    other    possible 
ground  on  which  the  grant  could  be  jus- 
tified, than  that  of  defraying  the  addi- 
tional expenses  which  the  office  of  cio^of 
might  occasion?  Would  the  noble  earl 
opposite  (the  earl  of  Liverpool)  defend 
it  on  the  plea  that  it  was  necessary  to 
provide  for  supporting  the  dignity  of  his 
royal  highness  while  acting  iu  the  capa- 
city of  custos?  Something  like  that  might 
be  brought  forward,  or  perhaps  some  new 
pretext  would  be  found.    The  plea  of 
dignity  he  was  of  opinion  could  not  be 
urged,  unless  the  noble  earl  was  prepared 
to  contend  that  a  prince  of  the  blood 
could  not  undertake  any  duty,  however 
imperative,  from  family  attachment,  or 
however  sacred,  from  filial  piety,  unless 
he  received  a  salary  for  its  performance* 
He  must  likewise  contend  that  this  neces- 
sary connexion  of  dignity  and  salary  ap- 
peared to  be  peculiar  to  the  princes  of 
the  blood ;  for  there  were  other  persons 
connected  with  his  majesty  who  discharged 
important  duties,  and  undertook  the  ful- 
filment of  important  trusts,  that  devolved 
upon  them  by  act  of  parliament,  without 
any  payment  whatever.    In  the  act  of  the 
52na  of  the  king  it  was  provided,  that  the 
three  commissioners  of  the  privy  purse, 
nominated  therein  (one  of  wnom  was  to 
be  a  master  in  chancery)  should  perform 
their  ^uty,  a  duty  of  great  delicacy  and 
importance,  and  probably  of  great  labour 
and  difficulty^  without  any  emolument, 
reward,  fee,  or  salary  whatever.    Could  it 
then  be  seriously  urged,  that  the  dignity 
of  his  royal  highness  would  be  lowered 
by  his    discharging    towards   his    royal 
father,  without  remuneration,  those  duties  ^ 
which  the  near  relation  in  which  he  stood 
to  him  rendered  becoming ;  while  others, 
on  whom  a  troublesome  office  was  im- 
posed without  having  the  same  motives 
ror  executing  it,  thought  their  dignity 
best  consulted  by  a  gratuitous  perform- 
ance of  the  labours  which  it  required  ? 
Such  were  his  objections  to  a  part  of  the 
present  measure;  and  such  were  the  rea- 
sons on  which  he  must  give  that  provision 
of  it  to  which  he  had  adverted  his  decided 
negative.    In  making  those  objections  he 
had  performed  a  painful^  though  a  neces- 
sary duty.    He  was  sure  that  all  who 
knew  him  would  allow  his  reverence  for 
the  royal  family,  and  his  respect  for  the 
distinguished  individual  whose  name  was^ 
coupled  with  the  proposed  'grant.    No 
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one  would  more  wilUogly  or  more  cor- 
dmlly'pay  a  tribute  to  the  ^reat  pubTic 
merits  and  private  virtues  that  distin- 
guished  his  toyal  highness;  but  when  a 
measure  was  brought  forward  whidi  inter- 
fbred  with  his  duty  to  the  public,  he  must 
oppose  it,  thpugh  connected  with  his 
royal  hishness's  name.  He  trusted  he 
had  expi^sed  bis  objections  with  becom- 
ing temper  and  respect ;  and  would  now 
merely  add,  that  when  their  lordships 
came  to  that  plause  of  the  bill  which  re- 
ferred to  the  grant  of  10,000/.  to  the 
duke  of  York  as.  custos,  he  would  move 
^amendment. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  complimented 
the  noble  earl,  who  had  just  sat  down  on 
the  distinct  and  orderly  manner  in  which 
he  had  brought  his  objections  forward. 
The  noble  earl  had  pi^rhaps  taken  the 
most  convenient  opportunity  of  express- 
ing his  seQtiroqnts  on  the  subject,  and  he 
(the  ea^l  of  Liverpool  j  would  therefore 
^ndeavovr  to  follow  toe  noble  earl  into 
all  his  statements  and  arguments,  and 
would  answer  them,  where  they  called  for 
answer,  in  the  same  order.  The  noble 
earl  had  begun  by  stating  his  entire  con- 
currence in  the  reductions  of  his  majesty's 
household,  so  far'  as  they  were  reduc- 
tions ;  but  had  followed  up  that  expres- 
sion of'  his  satisfaction  with  a  charge 
against  his  majesty's  ministers,  for  their 
tardiness  in  proposing  those  reductions, 
mid  for  opposm^  them,  when  their  neces- 
sity was  formerly  ur^ed  by  himself  ^earl 
Grey)  and  his  friends.  Now  notning 
coukl  be  more  unfounded  than  this  latter 
accusation^  He  protested  and  declared, 
that  lie  never  heard  till  lajst  session  of 
parliament  of  any  objection  which  the 
noble  lords  opposite  made  to  the  royal 
establishment  at  Windsor,  and  that  he 
was  never  called  upon  to  oppose  any  pro- 
position for  its  reduction.  From  the  year 
1812,  when  that  establishtnent  was  fixed 
by  act  of  parliament,  to  the  last  session, 
the  subject  was  never  brought  forward. 
A  bill  was  then  introduced  by  a  right  hon. 
friend  of  his  in  the  other  House  which  was 
rendered  necessary  by  the  state  of  her 
late  majesty's  health,  and  then  for  the  first 
tnne  during  eight  years  of  the  continuance 
or  the  act  of  1812,  was  any  objection 
stated  to  its  provisions.  What  right  had 
ihetn  the  noble  earl,  or  any  oth^r  noble 
lordf  however  laudable  hU  motives  in 
calline  for  reductions  (and  he,gavet)ini 
fiitl  credit  for  his  ^lotives),  ^d  accusj^ 
Wkjnijfi%tj*t  ministers,  of  re£)|tipg  sppli- 
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cations  for  cetrenchment,  wb^n  be  ha4 
allowed  vansus  pppprtunitie^  to  pass  with- 
out stating  nisobjectipns :  when  he  acqui- 
esced in  the  grants  to  t^ie  princes  on  their 
marriages ;  ^en  ha  conci^rred  io  the  lur- 
rangements  of  the  civil  list,  and  agreed  to 
various  other  measure^  connected  i^ith  th^ 
royal  family,  without  ever  stating  an  pbjec- 
tion  to  the  Windsor  establishment,  or  mak- 
ing any  proposition  foir  xi^  reduction  i  He 
would  not  answer  for  what  might  lvav,e 
been  conveyed  by  a  parenthesis  in  a 
speech,  or  by  hint  in  ^  %^parat9  ciu^c^- 
sion ;  but  he  would  de^i'^i  that  no  dif>- 
tinct  Reposition  was  maoe  on  the  sublecU 
In  the  last  session  o/  p^^rli^nient,  it  wa« 
true  objections  to  the  contiot^ence  of  tbf| 
Windsor  establishment  bad  been  pressed  • 
but  whether  the  proposal  of  a  reduction 
was  right  or  wrong,  whether  in  tb^  fKate 
of  the  country  it  wa|  Sfta«p,i^blQ  or  un- 
seasonable, he  felt  that  any  reducUqa 
would  then,  in  the  state  of  h^r  lat^  ipa-* 
jesty's  health,  have  been  most  unbecbmip||| 
and  indelicate*  It  wpyld  be  recplieOep^ 
that  when  his  noble  friend  ^rpught  in  bis 
bill  to  amend  the  act  fpjr  the  custody  ^ 
his  majesty's  person,  it  was  ^xp^cted  tb^ 
her  late  most  excellent  majeiity  wppld  ppi!; 
live  man^  week?  or  v(i9^y  mcM^ths,  Now^ 
considering  that  her  maj.esty  waj9  at  the 
head  pf  the  estabUsliment,  that  she  VM 
then  believed  npar  tbe  poji^  of  dei^]^ 
that  at  any  rate  it  was  not  thought  ^b^ 
could  survive  for  apy  length  o^  (iipey  bo 
would  ask  wa9  there  apy  roan  so  bol^i 
was  there  any  mmn  ^9  rega^dlei^  pf  bpi: 
feelings,  apd  the  delicacy  due  to  bei; 
situatipo,  ^  to  hiiye  prpppsed  9  di^pusi^iQ^ 
of  her  allowances,  pr  9  rpciuc^Qi^  pf  |he 
establishment  which  sHe  superiQtepded  2 
His  maje^tjr's  m.i^iiaters  ^nd  t^eJr  lordd^ipij 
felt,  that  without  i.p4eliQate  o^cipii;^tmfi| 
on  their  parts,  an  ^\es\^  will.  %9qn  mf^ 
which  would  bring  the  wliolp  aubjept  \^. 
fore  the  House.  He  pad  ^  rigbt  tb^rp£pi:e 
to  say,  that  last  sesaiop  was  not  tbe  pr^pe^ 
time  for  tbe  reduction^  now  prppcffu^; 
and  he  contended  that  Ull  las.t  sejisi^u  no 

question  on  the  aubj^ot  1^4  beep  spalpuBlj 

pressed^  or  eypn  seripK^^.  Ofopl^p^  ^ 
much  for  the  noble  earl's  cha^e  agajjjat 
this  side  of  the  Houai?^  fcr  jrepufj^iogii^n 
peated  palls  for  red^ctlon•  Ue  li«yd,  1^9^ 
to  follow  the  nobk  earl,  ^tp  ^DPli^r  n^ 
of  hia  apaecb)  ip  wbu|U  b<ei  afrfru^^4  «^ 
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second  r^Vig  ^f  Uie  f^r^^^t  hQl  stfiled  • 
4iffer«Bt  i9»im  far  tb#  expraaa*  iocurr^ 
under  ^^  Regency  ivct»  and  ia  jii$tifiaitioa 
of  the  cpptinufuic^  of  |b^  Windsor  eita- 
Uiabmen^  from  w|i^t  ^  b^Q  $ti|ted  io 
the  »ct  it^lfi  9r  (if^d  e^er  bew  eoApJayed 
in  tu  c^fiMi^ei  VQi^U  pM«e4-?-n{unelyt 
that  tl\e  e9tirt>lMVi«i^at  Fhiph  Ucr^led 
Mtts  for  tf^e  f^mipoa  of  thf  qi^^^'s  dig** 
nitj  a«  w^U  AS  thi^t  of  hU  ovpie^^y ;  and 
that  if  provivloB  had  v^  beao  »adf  for 
her  ii;i  t/tifkt  wj^,  aaqueep  c^^paprly  ahe 
n(Hwt  (ifLv^  pjut  the  nauP9  <o  peiar^  aa 
much  eypei^a  by  pranding  Uie  dpwer  to 

w)l^:h  $ha  wo^Id  hava  Uacoma  am^Ued  on 
Ubja  4^nvf^  ^^  bip  lAfipalj*  Ha  waa  oar^ 
taialy  prepfirad  |p  9mqv>rt  Ihia  ffmtiw ; 
nor  did  ha  ihi^k  thai  tw  ba4  iavolTad 
h^naelf  io  uy  ipopyya^t^ffiy^    He»  00  tha 

oGCf^f)  allied  t^K  flatad  iiaogrouoda 
ibr  thfk  <^ntuman/9a  of  tJ^  Windtor  esta* 
blisbmant  wl^ut  tedufitio^^  In  tha  fira^ 
place,  9  hope  waa  aaAartaiaed  for  aome 
tiinep  by  tha  pbyiiciaoi»  Ibal  Wa  maaity 
If  Q^t4  recover ;  f^p4  U  wa^  daairoiia  (bat« 
if  t^  dvd  90,  b^  a^i^k  4aa  himaolf  mic- 
rounded  with  baoppoaii^iplaiidof,  and  find 
himself  attended  by  thoie  faithfal  teryanta 
whom  ha  W  aelcIbAa^  v^i  to  frhoan  ha 
waa  a9cuAi!Qp:iad  bafora  hia  whappy  ma<* 
lady.  Tbia  bopa  had  bacoaia  fainiar,  aftev 
^igbt  yaars  9f  disappainianaot  x  stUl  he 
i^aa  c^^yin^ad  tfaa^  iha  pJbyaician«»  if  caUed 
i^  tbeir  lordshijps'  bar,  wpuld  not  aay  thai 
reGQverT  waa  impoasible-  The  eecoiid 
i?aaap^  be  g^va  for  ooi  propwiog  aay  ra« 
dttcUqn  during  ibe  queeo'a  Ufa  waat  Uiat 
if  any  bwi  taken  plaoit  a  projriaion  nearly 
19  tbaaama  amouAl  muM  nava  bean  made 
for  her  lof^eyty.  Tbia  ha  oomM  defend 
an  the  raaaan  of  tbff  ihing*  and  racoooile 
with  the  o^er  plea  of  the  biog*a  dignity* 
Puripg  her  majai^'a  life,  wbao  the  aiiua* 
tjm  qf  b^  mi^eaty  was  oonaidaxed.  it  wa« 
alway9  coaniderea  io  relatipo  to  w^  king 
and  ii»  fiftmily ;  and  the  eitablishmaal  waa 
formad)  nqi  fbr  him  aaJiYingQeparalely 
from  the  quean»  bat  for  him  and  the 
queen  coiiaprt«  aa  livmg  under  the  eame 
roof  and  on  a  joint  income*  He  would 
put  tii^  queatioo,  had  Ihiar  mi^«tiee  re- 
iid^  ID  difleceol  ptaeeai  had  their  ea^^ 
bliabm^U beao di^idad*  andhad  that  of 
hia  maiaai^y  beau  reduoad  aa  low  ui  poap 
fiblai  proviiiQu  being  only  made  for  mod* 
imMiiai  comfort,  ap!^  medical  aitandme, 
qoMl4  their  lordabipa  baya  then  reuue4 
tjba  quaan»  thui  Mpian^  torn  her  bua* 
l|ap4«Md  emoyiag  Uf^ng  of  thaadyan^gaa 
piftiwM  forlua  ataia  fm  apltt^pr,  »ai 
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doi^  %o  whicb  aba  wan  entitled  as  queeii 

dowager  oo  th^  demise  of  her  hutbaod  i 
Liyiog  under  the  same  roof  with  the  kbg» 
ahe  did  pot  require  sepamte  proyisioo. 
Put  haw  ware  her  aiKpanses  defrayed  up- 
leap  out  of  tha  fund  opmrnoo  to  bolh  I 
The  noble  earl  had  spoken  of  reductiooa 
which  might  haye  bein  made  at  Windsor 
duripg  her  mi^eaty 's  life.  He  ( the  earl  of 
Iiiyerpool)  had  looked  intp  Ihe  whob 
sobeme  of  lbe  Wiodaor  establishmeot 
vhil^  under  the  management  of  her  ma* 
jastjT ;  aod  after  the  muMt  mioute  scrutiny, 
^  finpdy  baliayed  that  there  was  no  esta- 
blishment io  the  oopntfy»  either  public  or 
fffiyfrtat  ooa4ucted  with  so  much  econoaiy. 
Heductiooa  might  certainly  haye  beep 
made  sa  Air  aa  tha  king  was  cooceroad; 
but  tbaPi  tba  qniesii  would  harie  been  eo^ 
titled  to  her  dower»  which  would  have 
nearly  amounied  to  the  whole  of  the  pos- 
sible  reductions.  The  establishoients  could 
noi  haye  been  touched,  cooaidered  aa 
ap  aatablishmapt  for  both  their  majea- 
tieSf  tba  necessity  for  which  grssw  no| 
out  of  the  kings  situation  as  distinct 
from  thp.quaen'a,  but  from  tha  king'a  aa 
connected  with  her  m^esty.  Not  a  &r* 
thing  had  been  usekssly  spent  The  ques- 
tion now  waa,  was  there  aoy  inconsistency 
m  saying,  that  at  the  death  of  her  majesty, 
who  shared  as  queen  consort  the  provision 
made  for  the  king,  and  who  in  the  etant 
of  Uying  separately,  would  haye  been  en- 
titled to  her  dower,  the  establishment 
proyided  for  the  Idng  might  be  reduced 
without  destroying  the  principle  op  which 
it  was  originally  estimated  ?  Was  it  to  ba 
said  that  m  proykling  for  the  comfort  and 
dignity  of  the  king,  yep  did  too  much  in 
taking  into  yie w  the  claims  of  her  majesty, 
who  pad  entitled  herself  so  higUy  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  country,  who  had 
shown  it  such  a  bright  example  of  virtue, 
apd  had  exarted  her  influence  to  promote 
purity  of  morahb  and  patronize  every 
liberal  institution.  What  was  then  tba 
pripcifdaafthe  present  reduction?  It  waa, 
that  expense  could  be  saved  at  the  queeo'f 
demise,  which  could  not  have  bean  aavad 
but  to  a  yery  limited  amount  during  her 
life,  though  the  Windsor  establishment 
bad  been  reduced  as  low  as  now  proposed. 
During  the  queen's  life  the  whole  was 
pecessary;  because,  if  it  had  not  been 
piyen  in  one  thf  pe,  it  must  have  been  giaea 
m  ipothev;  the  sum  would  have  been  ex- 
pended lePB  fcspaotably  ^^  separatp  por- 
tiana;  hut  stiU  tbe  whole  expcnditprp 
would  haxe  tikaift  place.    By  taking  Iha 
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subject  into  consideration  during  ber  ma- 
jesty's life,  and  makine  tbe  retrenchments 
now  proposed,  with  due  attention  to  her 
rights,  iOfiOOl*  a  year  might  have  been 
saved,  since  his  majesty's  recovery  had 
become  nearly  hopeless;  but  for  such  a 
saving  he  would  not  have  proposed  any 
change,  while  the  queen  continued  at  the 
head  of  the  Windsor  establishment.   Now, 
since  her  majesty's  death,  all  delicacy  was 
at  an  end,  and  the  question  came  before 
the  House  in  all  its  bearings.    The  reduc- 
tions consisted,  among  the  rest,  of  the 
saving  of  the  salaries  of  certain  officers, 
whom  it  was  painful  to  dismiss,  but  for 
whom,  nevertheless,  he  could  not  propose 
any  parliamentary  provision.    After  a  mi- 
nute examination,  it  was  determined  what 
officers  should  be  retained  about  his  ma- 
jesty, and  who  should  be  discontinued  in 
their  service.    Some  of  the  old  servants 
of  his  majesty,  the  lords  of  the  bed- 
chamber, who  were  selected  by  him — the 
companions  of  his  amusements,  while  in 
possession  of  his  faculties— -boRged  to  con- 
tinue their  services  gratuitously,  to  be  al- 
lowed to  attend  him  to  his  last  hour,  im- 
pressed with  the  gratitude  and  veneration 
of  subjects,  and  the  attachment  and  esteem 
of  old  friends.  To  the  bill  which  presented 
this  reduced  establishment  the  noble  earl 
said  he  had  no  objections,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  that  part  of  it  which  related  to 
the  salary  of  the  custoi ;  but  the  noble 
earl  begged  to  know  why  the  expenses  for 
keeping  up  Windsor-castle  as  a  royal  re- 
sidence, which  constituted  so  considerable 
a  portion  of  the  50,000/.  proposed,  were 
not  defrayed  out  of  the  civil  list,  like  the 
expenses  for  keeping  up  the  palaces  of 
Kensington,  St.  James's,  and  Hampton- 
court.    To  this  he  would  reply  that  tbe 
subject  had  been  often  before  parliament, 
and  that  the  present  manner  of  procur- 
ing the  money  for  keeping  up  Windsor- 
castle  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  decision 
to  which  their  Iord«hips  had  come  on  the 
civil  list,  after  the  accounts  which  were 
presented  to  tbe  other  House  were  laid 
before  them.    The  present  arrangement 
was  then  agreed  to.    The  matter  might 
rest  here;  but  he  would  add,  that  as  the 
castle  of  Windsor  was  kept  up  in  a  different 
manner,  as  a  residence  tor  the  king,  from 
that  in  which  the  other  royal  palaces  were 
maintained,  it  seemed  but  proper  that  the 
expenses  should  not  come  from  the  part 
of  the  civil  list  appropriated  to  the  Re- 
gent.   Parliament  had,  when  the  whole 
subject  was  before  it,  along  with  the  re- 
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port  of  the  board  of  works,  agreed  that 
such  an  expense   should  not  be  thrown 
on  the  civil  list,  but  on  the  provision  made 
for  the  Windsor  establishment.     He  came 
now  to  the  last  part  of  the  noble  earl's 
observations,  which  adverted  to  that  clsuse 
of  the  bill  providing  the  grant  of  10,000/L 
to  the  custos.    The  noble  earl,  in  intro- 
ducing that  part  of  the  subject,  had  stated 
certain  doctrines  about  the  privy  purse, 
into  which,  as  he  did  not  propose  that  the 
grant  should  be  made  out  of  that  fund,  he 
was  not  bound  to  follow  him,  did  he  not 
wish,  on  account  of  the  importance  of  tlie 
subject,  to  show  the  error  into  which  the 
noble  earl  had  fallen.    The  privy  purse 
was  in  his  (the  earl  of  Liverpool's)  opinion 
as  much  the  private  property  of  the  king 
as  their  own  purses  were  the  private  pro- 
perty of  their  lordships,  or  as  the  purse  of  ^ 
any  man  in  the  kingdom  was  his  private 
property.    Whether  the  arrangements  of 
the  civil  list,  by  which  his  majesty  became 
possessed  of  that  fund,  were  wise  or  not,  he 
would  not  stop  to  inquire,  nor  did  he  think 
that  any  reference  to  its  original  was  ma- 
terial to  the  question  at  issue.   He  took  the 
matter  to  be  this :— By  act  of  parliament 
a  certain  sum  of  money  was  allowed  to 
the  king,  under  the  name  of  privy  purse, 
which  was  entirely  at  his  own  disposal, 
for  the  expenditure  of  which  no  person 
was  responsible,  and  which  was  supposed 
to  be  used  for  personal  expenses,  or  in 
any  other  way  tbe  king  pleased.    This 
sum,  when  once  granted,  was  granted  on 
no  condition  of  accountability ^-for  its  use 
no  minister  was  responsible.    Not  a  hun- 
dred pounds  of  the  other  parts  of  the  civil 
list  could  be  expended  without  being  ac- 
counted for  by  some  public  servant ;  but 
the  60,000^.  composing  the  privy  purse 
might  be  paid  away  at  the  moment  of  its 
receipt,  lixe  private  property.  That  being 
the  case,  their  lordships  would  see  how 
the  matter  stood.    Parliament  had  recog- 
nized 60,000/.^  as  the  private  property 
of  the  king.    It  had  done  more,  it  had 
rendered  the  fund  subject  to  the  disposi- 
tions of  his  majesty's  will.    The  noble 
earl  had  referred  to  two  acts  as  support- 
ing bis  argument,  which  sufficiently  es- 
tablished the  doctrine,  that  he  (the  earl 
of  Liverpool)  now  contended  for.    One 
of  those  acts  (that  of  1812)  had  ordered 
the  physicians  to  be  paid  out  of  the  privy 
purse,    but   it   rendered  the  residue  (if 
there  had  been  any  doubt  on  the  subject 
before)  the  Idng's  private  property,  by 
directing  it  to  be  paid  over  to  eommis- 
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stoners  for  hb  mtjetty's  use*    Parliament 
had  thus  by  a  lolemn  act  vested  an  interest 
in  this  fund ;   and  to  touch  it  now  would 
be  defraudinff  his  majesty,'  and  defrauding 
the  heirs  of  his  majesty.    It  was  true 
that  the  king  had  a  public  character ;  but 
that  public  character  did  not  affect  his 
private  property.    The  privy  purse  was 
as  much  his  private  property  as  any  of 
their  estates  were  the  private  property  of 
their  lordships,  and  ought  no  more  to  be 
violated  than  the  property  of  his  meanest 
subject.    He  could  not  idlow  the  right  of 
property  to  be  extenuated  in  [the  king, 
on  account  of  his  kingly  dignity,  nor  was 
he  aware  of  anv  instance  being  upon  re- 
cord where  such  an  extenuation  was  ever 
contended  for.    But  it  had  been  argued, 
that  as  ministers  had  defrayed  one  part  of 
his  majesty's  expenditure  from  the  privy 
purse,  they  might  as  well  do  so  ifi  the 
present  instance.    In  reply  to  that  argu- 
ment, he  should  observe  that  they  mul 
entailed  no  expense  on  the  privv  purse 
which  his  majesty  had  not  himself  previ* 
ously  entailed  on  it ;  they  had  paid  the 
physicians  out  of  it,  because  such  had 
Deen  the  custom  of  his  majesty;  and  had 
discharged  some  other  incidental  expenses 
from  it,  becouse  part  of  its  funds  had  on 
previous  occasions  been  applied  to  the 
same   purpose.    He  now  came  to  the 
question  or  the  grant  itself,  and  was  forced 
to  contend,  that  the  noble  earl  who  had 
objected  to  it^  and  to  whose  objections  he 
had  liatened  with   attention  throughout, 
had  taken  a  very  unfair  view  of  the  sub- 
ject.   He  would  ask  the  House  whether 
such  a  duty  as  was  imposed  upon  the 
custos  could  be  imposed  upon  the  duke 
of  York,  or  upon  the  queen,  wiUiout  en- 
tailing upon  either  of  them  many  additional 
expenses?  He  did  not  here  allude  to  tra- 
velling expenses,  but  to  those  expenses 
which  every  individual  who  held  this  office 
must  incur,  from  the  claimswhich  naturally 
grew  out  of  it.    He  was  speakioff  before 
men  who  had  most  of  them  been  honour- 
ed with  public  situations;  and  he  would 
ask  any  of  them,  whether  there  were  no 
other  expenses  incurred  in  such  situations, 
than  those  which  were  to  be  paid  bv  the 
fees  and  emolumenU  of  office  ?    Die!  any 
man  imagine  that  her  late  majesty  had 
.  grown  rich  on  the  sum  allowed  her  to 
meet  the  additional  expenditure  which 
had  been  forced  npon  her  as  guardian  of 
the   king's    person?    Every    body  was 
aware  of  the  false  and  msdignant  libels 
which  had  been  propogjoted  upon  that 


subject  during  her  majesty's  lifetime ;  but 
it  was  not  until  the  veil  which  concealed 
her  from  the  public  eye  was  torn  anunder 
by  death,  that  every  body  knew  how 
paltry  and  contemptmle  the  siun  was  of 
which  she  was  possessed.    And  yet  ife 
was  not  in  frivolous  enjoyments,  or  idle 
gaieties  that  her  majesty's  income  had 
been  expended,  but  in  satisfying  those 
claims  which  her  situation  had  created 
against  her.    He  could  speak,  from  a 
correspondence   in  which  he   had  beea 
lately  enffaged,  of   the  numerous   acta 
of  benevolence  which  she  had  performed 
and  could  say  with  the  utmost  truth,  that 
there  were  many,  very  many,  who  de- 
plored her  loss  on  account  of  the  charity 
which    they   had   received.    He   could 
inform  the  House,  that  to  many  indivi- 
duals who  had  received  benefits  from  his 
majesty,  she,  as  custos  persons^,  had  con* 
tinued  the  same  aid  and  aasistance.  Even 
in  a  situation  where  she  could  receive  no 
pecuniary  help  from  his  majesty  (for  till 
the  latter  part  of  the  reign,  she  often  did 
receive  such  help)  she  had  devoted  so 
much  of  her  own  income  to  charitable 
purposes,  that  she  had  found  it  requisite 
to  direct  by  her  will,  that  no  inconsider- 
able part  of  her  personal  property  should 
be  sold,  in  order  that  all  her  debts  might 
be  properly  discharj^ed.    He   therefore 
felt  nimself  justified  in  saying,  that  there 
were  great  incidental  expenses  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  custos,  though  he  could 
neither  limit  the  extent  of  them,  nor  dis- 
tinctly point  out  of  what  nature  they 
might  be.    The  state  of  his  majesty  s 
hedth  was  at  present  such,  as  only  to  re- 
quire a  temporary  residence  at  Windsor ; 
but  it  might  become  such  as  to  require  a 
continued  one.    To  meet  the  expenses 
which  such  a  contingency  and  other  cob« 
tingendes  might  create,  parliament  had 
dedared  that  the  custos  ought  to  have 
10,000/.  a  yesr ;  and  the  question  there- 
fore which  the  House  hod  to  decide  was, 
whether,  in  the  teeth  of  an  unaninious  re- 
solution, that  it  was  fair  and  equitable  to 
remunerate  the  custos  for  the  expenses 
which  he  might  incur  in  the  execution 
of  his  duties,  they  would  resume  the 
grant  which  they  had  previously  voted. 
The  noble  earl  bad  also  stated  this  grant, 
as  if  it  created  a  further  addition   to 
the  public  burUiens;    he  was  not  sur* 
prised  that  a  great  deal  of  wUAil  misap* 
prehension  should  have  prevailed  upon 
the  subject  out  of  doors;  misapprehenaion 
of  which  he  knew  the  noble  earl  waa  in* 
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eadable ;  biit  0tiH  Ire  tms  turpiisM  i6  h^ttr 
the  qoeetion  ftrgued  in  a  sitnilai'  ttittitte^ 
withm  thD  wills  of  thftt  Hihive.  H6 
would,  howe^r,  tell  tfaendble  ea(r]>  that  it 
file  tmseiit  biH  were  iftot  pMfeed>  the  law 
#omd  gnint  the  oild  sum  of  100,00(tf.  to 
the  Windsor  efStablfBhitteot,  atid  tbei^fbr^ 
itie  qoestion  was  not  whether  they  should 
tote  50»00^,  but  whether  they  should 
vote  the  whole  original  i(Ut»,  or  reduce  the 
100,0001.  down  to  50,000^.  Taking  the 
ittatter,  however,  tm  the  ground  on  which 
tMe  present  bill  placed  it,  a  cousiderable 
Ating  woald  be  effected  to  the  coantry, 
dStOOOt*  a  year  had  by  the  queen^s  de^h 
fitfllen  into  the  civil  lilt,  ahd  belonged  ih 

Etiat  of  law  to  the  Prince  Regent,  Wh6 
ight  have  applied  it,  if  he  had  so  chosen, 
either  to  the  department  of  the  lord  cham- 
btvlaiw,  or  of  the  master  of  the  horse,  or 
of  any  other  public  officer,  ilis  royal 
faighdess,  however,  by  the  advice  of  those 
whose  duty  it  was  to  advice  him,  had 
{Placed  it  at  the  disposal  of  paHlanhlent; 
rfeqaestiiig  only  that  ]^ovision  might  be 
made  for  llie  superannuated  servattts  of 
her  Mflfjesty  IS flOOl.  had  been  provided 
fbr  that  purpose  3  ^othat  the  remainder, 
amooMing  to  40J0001*  was  a  complete 
sMog  to  itst  public.  That  sum  added  to 
eO>0(KM.  Bk^td  by  the  rediiCtlMi  at  Wiad<» 
sm*,  ftrrmed  a  clear  Mrrmg  iA  ttve  whole 
of  90,OOOI«  a  yeM*.  He  therefore  thought, 
that  the  pi^osed  grant  could  iliot,  oti  any 
fik  or  eooifttble  vfeW  of  it,  be  considered 
as  an  aaditimial  burthen  to  the  pfubRc. 
He  knew  that  the  royal  duke  WM  v^lllibg 
to  ^xevcise  the  duties  of  his  office  wii^y^^ 
et^er  fee  or  reward;  bat  thafi  wflffhgnes^ 
was^  ifi  his  optaiOn,  aft  dddilidnal  reatdcM 
why  they  sh6Ald  iMt  IM  hitn  do  It. 

TfcM  l»fartf ols  of  Buckingham  r^mktkHA, 
than  tlfo  'bill  now  tittdt»t  di^aiMi^n  pur^ 
pbrt'ed  to  be  for  the  fiifthetr  regulsiiion  of 
the  roysi  h<^u«&hdld,  abd  the  cMre  of  the 
roy^  petvota  $  ai<d  was  the  fsrtft  instati6e' 
ou  record,  m  whichf  a  Committee  of  t>ar- 
liameat  had  dftifeided,  not  upon*  what 
should  be  the  exponte  of  the  Voyal  hotae* 
holidf  but  upori  how  many  ^et^titttM  hh 
majesty  should  keiep,  and  what  should  bo 
fats  Quantum  of  pertotfal  attemhinto.  As 
tlsai  had  M^et  b^u  the  cMe  ftk  any  pre-^ 
vidttl  period  of  dur  Mtotorv,  he  #a*  ^orry 
thut  sueh  a  predttdenf  had  b^efr  e^ta^ 
bllihed  M  lh«  patent  if}«e>,  whett  Ml  m«« 
jeaqr  waA  <Ub«uHn^  m&»  U  cHihptidllfK^h 

of  malaW^^  Oh  whteh  iih  dtity  'ftnd  m' 
uRfliMttbii  otfuaiiyitNtMMidiiifttod^eafft 
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hnmber  of  roetiibl  s^^rvaKfi  coiilil,  in  hid 
Aibjesty's  preseift  dtuiitibii,  proVidiii  him 
with  every  domfoit  which  he  Could  no# 
enjoy ;  but  ^ven  ff  thAt  iltteitt^At  WefM 
true,  would  their  lordshfpte  tdlo/w  such  a 
^degradation  to  b6  Ofifa-ed  to  tbei^  mo- 
narch ?  It  Wtt  tiot  h\s  desire  to  surround 
his  majdity  with  the  tramttt^ls  of  uh« 
AfedifeBtanr  iftifcte;  but  it  Was  \Ah  de- 
sire to  place  him  hi  sudh  A  doudttioifi,  thflt 
If  he  ever  recovered  hit  reM>d,  he  might 
ihid  hhnself  m  A  state  aa  little  dSSh-eut  aa 
posribte  fVom  that  M  whidi  he  had  been 
accoltotoed  to  live.  He  shi6uld  certainly 
give  hik  vbte  thAt  the  different  offlceHi 
should  refttlh  their  Mln¥st,  uot  ii^^dd 
Witik  a  vfeW  to  promote  thei^  dOhvi^nlence, 
but  with  a  view  to  i^taiil  rMpomrMri 
officer^  at^nd  his  majei^qr.  There  waa 
ii<n  at  pfes^ut  a  sih^  bflfaer  i^atiiSblo 
for  the  cate  of  the  kit^'a  p^ioh^,  and  that 
waa  hk  principitl  objection  to  the  biH 
which  he  then  held  fh  hii  bund.  He 
knew,  iddtfed,  that  Him  Wai  atouhcll 
eHher  appolmed.  Of  t6  he  appointed ; 
but  still  there  Was  not  a  tf  ngte  clause  ih 
^  bif)  Which  made  it  ^olutleiy  Mrpei^ 
tive  On  th^ob  that  they  aho<old  attend  enr 
the  kbit's  pe^rsiM.  The  Hoos6  ought  ^ot 
to  legislate  upon  ufbhttbiK^es  ohlv, 
and  also  upou  postibiiithHri  ithd  i^xixM 
guard  evob  agltinst  theumstfetiffot^  contin-' 

Seodeb:  and  yet,  if  tthf  person  were  td 
1  ftee  tfai6  king^  person,  ilsAi  Wbofd  n6t 
be  Mt  to  tell  undet*  th'^  bill  wh?eh  hh 
hM  ih  hf$  haud,  wh6  ougflrt  tob^  re^poffi- 
siblefbr  ahoWhrg  tifch  miseomluct.  Htfr 
waft  sdity  to  h^af  the  ooble  eArl  put  ih^ 
dt^maefve  whfdi  he^  hAd  don^,  tha<  w^ 
iddM  either  take  the  laW  a^  it  afoW  Wfil«,  tk 
as  it  hM  been ;  but  Ite  that  Wair  th^  cAis^V 
li6  8h6*otd  certainly  pi^f^  the  MW  as  it 
n6W  wad,  inaflfmfuch  M  if  he  could  fMt  ^et 
a  piiVlPAA  B^  eustoa  pek^onsfr  Whi6  Was  reffly 
responsible,  he  should  wf^h  tb  ^t  on^ 
Who  was  sppai'ently  sb.  ff  tfibu  it  w^t^ 
proper  to  give  a  skl^  to  h  resptm^ef 
officer,  a^  ff  mhe  whule  couhtry  agreed 
that  the  duke  of  Yoi%  Watt  iti^  pMcm 
be^t  cal^ulslted  to  disohAr^  tile  duties  of 
the  dffice,  Why  Wto  the  samry  to  %t  tAWn 
aw^iy  frohi  fhe  tof^  duke>  He  WM  imt 
mt^hi^uaStfM  With  thatrlhi^otttrp^- 
sumiga ;  but  from  whAt  Ih^fe  tte  M  kdow 
of  Era},  ihfr  #ttl  t^^am  thtre  trO  jJtfiMa 
d^tildtiaM^  Tihh  of  iordM  m6tiV^  itM 
i^^^a*  ftMs  |i^.  Ihcfeed,  in^^l^M- 
iflllV  ((dftilt  of  vfcW,  h  tWte  tht  wWth  oim 
rfkWhdb  tb  hith.  He  AhbdHl^  ec^rflMV 
^IWhHf  M^pbM  to  tt»  billl 
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The  Eirl  of  Lauderdale  said,  that  on 
4li9  f  reacnt  i ubject  he  could  not  deny  that 
lie  entertained  strons  feelings.  Towards 
the  illustrioaB  indiTidual  whose  name  was 
cenaected  with  the  grants  he  felt  more 
than  a  strong  personal  attachment.  It 
was  in  the  nature  of  his  Royal  Highness, 
that  those  most  intimately  acquainted 
#ith  kim^  who  knew  his  many  distin- 
goishtd  publie  and  private  qualities  best, 
were  most  firmly  attached  to  his  person, 
and  asost  interested  for  his  feelings  and 
fab  fame.  But  meeting  this  Question  on 
fiiir  and  open  ground,  he  coind  not  see 
w>by  his  Royal  Highness  should  not  re- 
eeive  that  compensation  for  public  ser- 
vice which  the  nature  of  that  serrice  re- 
quired*—^hich  the  dignity  of  the  station, 
sind  theexpenses  incident  to  it,  demanded. 
Of  those  expenses,  he  would  not  enter 
inte  a  minute  particulartzation  of  the 
nature  or  amoi(nt,  but  sure  he  was  that 


tore  was  ever  open  to  every  humane  ap« 
yeal,  jpould  be  anxious  to  attend  to  the 
applications  of  those  who  were  in  the  habit 
4of  appealing  to  the  bounty  of  his  royal 
€rther.  He  therefore  wished  to  support 
the  grant  of  lO.OOOf.  a  year  to  the  duke 
«jf  York,  not  as  a  salary,  but  as  a  remu- 
aieration  for  the  extraordinanr  expanses 
to  whieh  his  new  office  would  inevitably 
^cender  him  liable.  He  should  wish  to 
imow  what  were  the  objections  to  this 
plan ;  for  his  own  part  he  could  see  none. 
It  wss  impossible  to  make  the  royal  duke 
««atos  penona  without  subjecting  him  to 
certain  extraordinary  expenses  which 
aaght  certainly  to  be  provided  for.  Their 
lordships  must  feel,  that  in  the  discharge 
^snehan  office  many  incidental  expenses 
snast  arise  which  previously  it  would  be 
ianpossible  to  specify.  Taking  even 
the  travdlini^  expenses,  could  the  House 
•vpeot,  that  if  his  Royal  Highness  was  re* 
'^uired,  by  the  application  of  the  king's 
physicians,  to  repair  to  Windsor,  he  was 
to  SMke  out  an  account  of  the  expense  in 
theaame  way  as  a  messenger  of  a  secre- 
tary of  state*  The  truth  was,  that  there 
were  also  expenses  of  generosity  and  feel- 
ing which  were  inseparable  from  the  dis- 
t^arge  of  anch  a  trust ;  and.  it  wu  in  the 
light  of  an  indemnfrfication  for  those,  and 
«et«s  a  sdaty,  the  grant  was  proposed. 
4Ie  had  the  anAoritj  of  former  parlta- 
who  4uid  given  such  a  sum  to  the 
fcr  the *samepurpoae.  He  had 
awlhoRity  'Ovta  ta  those  members  of 
fffeseat,  iiba  in  the  other  flouae  were . 
(VOL,XZZIX»)    .  I 


distinguished  for  a  regard  to  the  strictest 
economy,  for  the  present  grant,  with  the 
difference  that  they  wished  the  charge  to 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  privy  purse.  Now, 
certainly,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  take  it  from  the 
privy  purse,  without  violating  the  private 
property  of  the  Crown,  and  establishing  a 
precedent  whiqh  would  go  to  undermine 
the  security  of  all  private  property.  He 
called  it  the  private  property  of  the 
Crown,  because  there  was  a  special  act 
of  parliament  which  made  the  savings  of 
the  privy  purse  liable  to  the  debts  or  the 
king ;  and  which  enacted,  that  the  king 
might  dispose  of  them  by  will,  and  that* 
in  case  he  should  die  without  one,  they 
should  go  as  the  common  law 'would  give 
them.  Supposing,  therefore,  a  proposal 
were  to  come  from  a  high  quarter,  that 
their  lordships  should  appropriate  those 
savings  to  the  expense  or  the  Regencyi 


lus  Royal  Highness,  whose  generous  na-    they  would  not  commit  a  greater  viola- 
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tion  of  justice  in  agreeing  to  such  a  pro* 
posal,  than  they  would  in  making  the 
attack  which  was  now  recommended  on 
the  privy  purse.  But  if  there  were  no 
will,  to  whom  would  the  savings  of  the 
privy  purse  descend  ?  Why,  to  the  Crown, 
subject  to  the  superintendence  of  parlia- 
ment, as  the  droits  of  admiralty  had  also 
done.  If  that  were  the  case,  what  was 
the  object  of  those  who  wished  to  make 
an  inroad  on  the  privy  purse  ?  Merely  to 
aain  by  illegal  methods  now,  that  which 
m  the  course  of  a  few  years  might  legally 
come  into  their  hands.  In  the  other  ob- 
servations which  he  had  to  make,  he 
should  have  the  mortification  of  jnot 
agreeing  either  with  the  noble  lords  near 
whom  he  sat,  nor  with  those  whom  he 
saw  on  the  opposite  benches.  The  man- 
ner in  which  bis  majesty's  superannuated 
servants  had  been  treated  by  parliament 
exhibited  a  meanness  which  ought  never 
to  have  been  witnessed.  It  was  a  sad 
consideration  to  reflect,  that  old  and 
faithful  servants  had  been  thrown  on  the 
world,  one  after  47,  another  after  S9  years 
of  service,  and  others  after  a  lapse  of 
time  which,  though  not  so  much  pro- 
tracted, was  still  not  inconsiderable. 
Would  any  of  their  lordships  dismiss  their 
menials  in  a  similar  manner  ?  Was  such 
a  dismissal  even  founded  on  principles  of 
true  economy  ?  He  thousht  not ;  and  ha 
expected  that  their  .lordships  would  find 
it  to  be  fact  the  next  time  they  had  op- 
casion  to  form  a  civil  establishment  flir 
the  Crown.  They  would  find  that  nea 
(4L) 
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woald  not  taketbese  •itaationfl  on  the  Bome 
terms  on  which  they  had-  previously  ac- 
cepted them,  because  tliey  nad  now  seen 
that  no  ulterior  provision  was  intended 
for  them,   and  had  discovered  that  the 
emoluments  of  them  were  not  su£Bcient  to 
enable  tbem  to  provide  for  themselves. 
Besides    the    meanness    of    parliament 
taking  into  their  grave  consideration  the 
number  of  scullions  who  Were  to  serve 
in  the  king's  kitchen,  he  thought   that 
there  was  another  reason  which  should 
have  taught  them  not  to  have  bestowed 
their  attention  on  such  a  subject,    and 
that  reason,  in  a  few  words,  was  this, 
^->such  discussions  were  calculated  to  un- 
dermine the  dignity,  and  reverence  due  to 
the  Crown.    He  had  promised,  when  the 
discussion  on  the  Windsor  establishment 
came  forward  last  year,  to  oppose  all  re- 
ductions of  it  at  any  future  period.    He 
should   now    redeem    his   pledge,    and 
'should  boldly  afiBrm,  that  he  did  not  dis-  ^ 
approve    of  the   reductions    themselves 
more  than  he  did  of  the  time  in  which 
they  had  been  made.    All  the  alterations 
in  the  establishment  had  been  made  in 
consequence  of  the  oueen's  death — a  cir- 
cumstance which  had  naturally  led  some 
tninds  to  conclude  that   the  queen  had 
been  the  only  obstacle,  to  their  having 
been  made  at  a  previous  period.    Though 
the  infirm  state  of  his  health  would  not 
permit  him  to  enter  into  further  details 
on  the  subject,  he  was  glad  to  observe 
that  the  luminous  speech  of  the  noble 
lord  opposite  had  rendered  it  almost  un- 
necessary.    In  the  views  of  that  noble 
lord  on  this  subject  he  fully  concurred, 
and  should  certainly  give'  his  support  to 
the  bill  which  was  upon  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  DamUy  agreed  with  his 
noble  friend  who  bad  just  sat  down,  in 
the  opinion  respecting  the  dismissal  of  the 
royal  servants.  It  was,  he  conceived,  ill 
advised  as  a  measure  of  economy,  and  in 
other  respects  not  calculated  to  produce 
the  end  which  was  probably  intended  b v 
it.  Id  some  of  the  provbions  of  the  bill 
before  their  lordships  he  fully  concurred; 
but  there  was  one  to  which  he  could  not 
give  his  consent;  it  was  to  that  which 
made  a  provision  for  remuneration  to  the 
duke  of  xork,  as  the  custos  of  the  king. 
•In  adverting  to  thfe  subject,  he  elaim^ 
for  himself  as  great  a  portion  of  respect 
for  that  royal  personage,^  as  any  of^  the 
noble  lords  who  concurred  in  the  propriety 
of  the  grant  He  conceived  that  a  more 
fit  person  could  not  have  been  selected  for 
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the  care  of  his  majesty's  person  than  hiy 
royal  highness.  The  royal  duke  had  many 
claims  upon  the  esteem  and  respect  of 
their  lordships.      In  acceding  to   those 
claims,  he  felt  as  much  pleasure  as  any 
of  their  lordships;  and  he  was  satisfiea, 
that  in  giving  his  opinion  against  the  pro- 
priety of  the  proposed  grant,  be  was  not 
derogating  in  any  degree  from  the  honour 
and  respect  due  to  his  royal  higbncsF,  and 
to  every  branch  of  the  royal  &nily.    On 
the  contrary,  he  conceived  that  his  ma- 
jesty*s  ministers  would  have  best  consulted 
the  interests  of  his  royal  highness,  bad 
thej  advised  him  to  give  up  the  claim 
which  was  now  made  for  him  on  the  public 
At  that  moment  of,  be  might  say,  almost 
unexampled  financial,  and  he  might  add, 
commercial  difficulty,  he  thought  that  his 
royal  highness  would  best  consult  his  ho- 
nour and  interest,  by  coming  down  to  the 
House,  and  publicly  withdrawing  every 
claim  to  the  sum  proposed.    It  would, 
even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  (if  such 
a  motive  could  have  any  influence  with  his 
royal  highness),  be  considerably  to  bis 
advantage ;  for  if,  as  might  be  the  case, 
he  should  hereafter  have  occasion,  in  con* 
sequence  of  debt,  or  other  pressing  neces- 
sitv,  to  come  to  parliament  for  pecuniary 
aid, 'he  would  have  a  strong  claim,  which 
could  not  be  the  case  if  he  accepted  the 
present  sum.    With  respect  to  the  objec- 
tions urged  against  the  proposition  by  his 
noble  friend,  ne  conceived  not  one  of  thens 
had  been  answered,  except  by  assertions* 
While  he  expressed  himself  hostile  to  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  granted  the  10,00(M. 
a  year,  he  should  observe  to  their  lord- 
ships, that  if  the  country  were  in  a  state  of 
financial  and  commercial  prosperity,  he 
would  not  oppose  it ;  but  seeing  the  di^ 
tress  which  prevailed,  he  felt  that  he  could 
not  better  discharge  his  duty  to  his  own 
conscience,    or  better  consult  the  true  , 
dignity  of  the  royal  fiunily,  than  by  voting 
against  it. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdowne  had  not  ii^ 
tended  to  trouble  their  lordships  upon  the 
question  then  before  them,  particularly 
after  the  speeches  of  his  noble  friends-; 
but  be  was  induced  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
in  consequence  of  an  observation  made  bv 
the  noble  earl,  respecting  the  time  at  which 
the  suggestion  of  reduction  in  the  Windsor 
establishment  was  first  made.  It  had  been 
said,  that  no  mention  was  made  of  those 
reductions  which  were  now  spoken  of,  till 
a  late  period  of  the  last  session,  when  the 
measure  was  introduced  to  provide  ior  the 
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care  of  tbe  king's  penon,  in  case  that 
sickness  or  other  cause  should  prevent  her 
majesty  from  superintending  that  impor- 
cant  duty.  He  felt  that  the  importance 
of  this  subject  required,  that  there  should 
be  no  misunderstanding  upon  it,  and  there- 
fore he  wished  to  correct  a  mistake  re- 
specting  it,  into  which  the  noble  earl  had 
nulen.  It  was  not  at  the  time  when  the 
measure  was  introduced  which  provided 
against  the  consequence  of  her  majesty's 
illness,  that  he  and  his  noble  friend  first 
suggested  the  propriety  of  an  inquiry  as  to 
what  reductions  mi^ht  have  been  made  in 
the  Windsor  establishment.  It  was  at  a 
period  of  the  session  much  earUer.  It  was 
at  the  time  when  a  message  was  sent  to 
their  lordships  respecting  the  marriages 
which  about  that  period  took  place  in  the 
royal  family.  He  conceived  that  that  was 
the  proper  occasion  for  making  an  inquiry 
as  to  what  reductions  might  be  made.  It 
was  true  that  no  motion  bad  been  made— - 
no  bill  introduced  upon  the  subject;  but 
k  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  say,  that  no 
money-bill,  or  other  pecuniary*  matter, 
cottkl  originate  in  their  lordships'  House. 
That  he  had,  however,  given  the  sugges- 
tion at  the  time,  he  appealed  to  the  recol- 
lection of  their  lordships ;  he  appealed  to 
the  recollection  of  those  noble  lords  who 
had  treated  the  suggestion  with  indigna- 
tion at  the  time.  At  the  period  o(  the 
first  regency,  the  royal  establishment  was 
left  with  little  or  no  alteration ;  that,  as 
was  then  urged  by  Mr.  Perceval,  when  his 
majesty  should  recover,  an  event  which 
was  then  looked  to  with  hope,  he  might 
find  every  thing  in  the  same  state  in  which 
it  was  at  the  commencement  of  his  disor- 
der. A  period,  however,  soon  did  arrive, 
when  the  hope  of  his  majesty's  recovery 
was  scarcely  entertained ;  and  when  that 
efrcumstance  did  occur,  he  expressed  his 
firm  opinion,  that  it  was  the  time  to  con- 
sider how  far  any  reduction  might  be 
made-~not  in  any  matter  connected  with 
the  queen  ^  not  connected  with  the  com- 
ibrt,  the  splendor,  and  the  dignity  of  the 
khig ;  no;  but  whether,  considering  that 
his  majesty's  disorder  had  arrived  at  that 
state,  from  which  recovery  was  nearly,  if 
not  altogether  hopeless,  and  in  conse* 
quence,  that  the  same  reasons  did  not 
exist  for  continuing  an  extensive  establish- 
ment^ an  inquiry  should  not  be  made  to 
aee'wbat  part  of'^  such  expense  could  be 
^ared  to  the  country.  Such  was  his  opi- 
mon  tft  that  period.  It  might  be  right  or 
it  might  be  wrong ;  but  it  was  given,  and 
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he  now  repeated  it,  to  prevent  any  mis 
conception  from  the  observations  made  hj 
the  noble  earl.  If  at  that  time,  if  at  the 
present  time,  he  conceived  that  any  of 
the  proposed  reductions  were  such  as 
would  detract  from  the  comfort,  splendor, 
or  dignity  of  the  king ;  if  they  were  such 
as  would,  in  any  one  way,  be  dero^tory 
from  the  dignity  of  the  royal  family,  he 
should  conceive  himself  unworthy^  of  a 
seat  in  their  lordships'  House,  if  he 
suffered  a  bill  which  sanctioned  them 
to  pass,  without  endeavouring,  bj  every 
means  in  his  power,  to  arrest  its  pro- 
gress. But  he  had  not  any  such  objec- 
tions to  the  bill  then  before  them.  He 
conceived  it  was  fair  and  equitable,  and 
would  therefore  offer  no  objection  to  its 
principle ;  but  he  must  except  from  this 
remark  that  part  of  the  measure  which 
went  to  make  a  provision  for  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  York  as  custos  of  the 
king's  person.  On  that  subject  he  agreed 
with  his  noble  friend  who  had  just  sat 
down.  If  the  services  of  the  royal  duke 
in  his  high  situation  were  to  be  considered, 
be  should  have  no  objection  to  erant  the 
proposed  sum,  or  greater,  for  them ;  but 
he  did  not  think  the  demand  oueht  to  be 
made  for  him  in  his  character  of  custos  of 
hi^  majesty's  person,  and  therefore  he 
thought  that  tne  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  royal  duke,  and  that  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  parliament  would  be  best  con- 
sulted by  having  the  clause  of  the  grant 
omitted  from  the  bill  altogether.  At  the 
same  time  that  he  gave  that  as  his  honest 
opinion,  he  thought  it  but  justice  to  ex- 
press his  great  satisfaction  at  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  royal  highness  to  the  high 
and  important  trust.  No  person  could  be 
chosen  who  was  so  fit  to  discharge  its  du- 
ties, and  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  be 
discharged  with  perfect  satis&ction  to  the 
country.  There  was  another  topic  of  the 
noble  earl's  speech  upon  which  he  wished 
to  say  a  few  words.  It  was  that  which 
referred  to  the  privy  purse,  and  which 
went  to  consider  it  as  private  property. 
In  that  he  differed  entirely  from  the  noble 
earl.  He  was  aware  that  in  doing  so  he 
was  also  opposed  to  many  great  legal  au- 
thorities ;  but  with  great  deference  to 
them,  he  should  hold  the  opinion  that  the 
privy  purse  was  not  private  property,  at 
least  in  the  sense  in  which  it  tiad  been  so 
described  by  the  noble  earl.  It  should  be 
recollected,  that  this  money  was  granted 
not  to  the  person  but  the  cnaracter  of  the 
sovereigQ.    In  no  other  sense  was  its  ap« 
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plicatioD  ever  understood.  By  the  com- 
mon hWf  the  king  of  this  country  could 
Aot  hold  any  property  whatsoever.  At 
the  comoaencement  of  the  present  reign^ 
this  privy  purse  was  part  of  the  civil  list ; 
and  how  had  it  become  separate  ?  How 
did  the  notion  originate  wnich  now  seem- 
ed  the  ground  for  considering  it  as  private 

ETopertyl  He  believed  with  Burke's 
iUt  which  was  introduced  not  with  the 
view  of  making  that  particular  item  pri- 
vate property,  but  in  consequence  of  an 
inquiry  into  the  whole  system  of  the  civil 
list.      That  it  was  not  considered  private 

Property  out  of  the  control  of  parliament 
e  had  very  high  authority  for  stating— 
authority  which  accident  had  enabled  him 
to  furnish ;  it  was  that  of  the  king  himself. 
At  the .  time  the  inquiry  which  preceded 
the  bill  was  set  on  foot^  his  majesty  wish- 
ed that  the  privy  purse  should  be  except- 
ed from  investigation ;  and  the  reason  he 
assigned  was,  that  that  was  the  only  part 
of  the  civil  list  which  he  could  call  his 
own»  He  contended  that,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  his  majesty  himself,  the 
parliament  did  not  then  consider  this  pro- 
perty was  such  as  they  could  not  intenere 
with.  If  then  it  was  so  considered  at  the 
period  he  alluded  to,  he  wished  to  know 
how  it  had  been  made  private  property 
since  ?  Where  were  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment authorising  it  to  be  considered  alk 
such  i  Authorities  had  been  talked  of  in 
support  of  the  opinion  he  was  combating. 
He  would  quote  the  highest  of  all  autho- 
rities— the  authority  of  parliament  itself. 
Several  acts  had  interfered  with  this ;  the 
very  bill  before  the  House  was  interfering 
with  it ;  that  very  bill  he  woiild. adduce  as 
a  proof  that  the  privy  purse  was  not  con- 
sidered as  private  property ;  for  it  allowed 
the  duke  of  York  to  dispose  of  a  very 
considerable  part  of  it  to  pay  .for  medical 
attendance.  But  if  it  was  private  pro- 
perty, the  parliament  had  no  right  to  put 
any  part  of  it  to  a  use  to  which  the  owner 
had  not  applied  it.  He  need  not  remind 
their  lordships,  thai  the  medical  atten- 
dance was  not  charged  on  the  privy  purse 
before.  The  noble  earl  had  said,  as  an 
argument  against  the  grant  to  the  duke  of 
York  being  taken  from  the  privy  purse, 
that  if  his  majesty  had  made  a  will  and  dis- 
posed of  any  of  this  property,  the  applica- 
tion of  it  to  any  other  purpose  would  be 
a  robbery  of  the  person  to  whom  it  was  so 
bequeathed.  Then,  according  to  the  ad- 
mission of  the  noble  earl,  the  application 
of  so  large  a  aom  for  medical  attendaBCe 
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would  be  a  robbery  also.  Hierewaano 
di&rence  in  the  principle  of  either :  they 
were  alike  an  appropriation  of  his  majeaty'a 
private  property  to  purposes  different  from 
those  which  be  himself  had  specified  ia 
his  will,  assuming  that  he  had  made  one. 
This  argument  was  upon  the  assumption 
which  the  noble  earl  had  madoi  that  the 
property  was  private;  but  he  denied  that 
assumption  altogether.  Parliament  had 
not  so  considered  it,  for  it  could  not  have 
directed  its  application  as  long  as  it  was 
private.  In  the  regency,  the  parliament 
granted  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Kegent  a  privy  purse.  As  long  as  it 
should  be  continued,  the  parliament  of 
course  would  not  exercise  any  control  in 
its  application.  But  did  they  recognise 
two  p^rivy  purses  ?  They  acted  certainly 
with  a  most  generous  and  laudable  libe* 
rality :  they  continued  the  grant  to  his 
majesty,  and  directed  its  application  to 
purposes  to  which  they  conceived  his  ma* 
jesty  himself  would  apply  it  had  he  conti- 
nued in  health.  But  this  was  interference 
which  precluded  the  idea  that  the  pro« 
perty  was  private  like  that  of  any  iodivi- 
duai ;  for  if  it  had  been  so  considered! 
they  should  have  let  it  all  accumulate,  as 
in  fact  a  part  of  it  was  at  present  accumu- 
lating, till  the  restoration  of  its  royal 
owner's  sense,  or  till  such  time  as  it 
could  be  ascertained  whether  be  himself 
had  given  any  directions  as  to  the  war 
in  which  it  should  be  appropriated.  A 
part  of  this  might  be  charged  with  the 
lung's  debts,  and  other  parts  were  given 
to  defray  medical  attendance,  which  was 
very  expensive.  Under  these  circum* 
stances,  he  conceived  that  the  principle 
laid  down  by  parliament  was  one  which 
destroyed  the  idea  of  private  property  in 
the  privy  purse.  He,  therefore,  difiered 
widely  from  the  positions  laid  down  by 
the  noble  earl.  He  conceived  that  there 
was  no  weight  in  the  argument  that  it  waa 
necessary  to  give  a  salary  where  there  was 
responsibility.  Salary  did  not,  and  could 
not,  increase  responsibility ;  for  there  were 
high,  important,  and  responsible  trusts 
held  in  the  country,  to  which  no  emolu* 
ment  whatever  was  attached.  He  had 
hoped  that  his  royal  highness  would  have 
come  down  to  the  House  and  rejected  the 
offer— if  he  had  done  so,  he  would  have 
consulted  his  best  interests,  and  have 
added  to  a  reputation  dear  no  less  to  thm 
country  than  to  hinsel£  That  not  having 
been  donoi  he  must  tote  against  Iho 
grant,  at  the  aaM  tteibatho  waa^wiUqg 
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to  ^mit  dial  no  one  ia  his  mojestjr's  do- 1 
minioas  was  fitter  to  be  tntrasted  with  the  ; 
careof  his  majesty's  person.      It  was  an  i 
important  tru8t»  and  would  be  perfornied 
bjr  his  royal  highness  with  fidelity->he 
bad  no  doubt»  with  all  the  attention,  soli- 
citttdey  and  care,  due  from  a  son  to  a  pa- 
rent and  a  sovereign. 

The  Earl  oi Lauderdale^  in  explanation, 
denied  that  the  application  of  |^rt  of  the 
privy  purse  for  the  payment  of  debts,  or 
for  medical  attendance,  ^ould  be  any  just 
ground  for  the  payment  from  it  of  a  grant 
of  the  present  description. 

The  Lord  ChamceUor  expressed  his  re- 
luctance at  saying  any  thmg  npon  this 
subject,  but  decbwed  that  he  felt  himself 
bottod  to  state  that  he  considered  the 
privy  purse  was  as  jnuch  the  private  pro- 
perty of  the  king  as  the  property  of  any 
of  tlieir  lordBhips  might  be  said  to  belong 
to  them.  By  the  S9th  and  40th  of  the 
king,  his  majesty  was  declared  capable  of 
holding  private  propetty,  and  empowered 
to  buy  and  sell  estates,  to  dispose  of  those 
ao  pnrchased  by  deed,  or  to  bequeath  them 
bjr  will.  The  same  power  was  given  to 
htm  with  cespect  to  any  personal  property 
he  might  be  possessed  of.  If  his  property 
were  held  in  trust,  the  trustees  were  the 
same  in  their  poweia,  as  the  trustees  of 
any  private  individuaL  The  property 
was  as  liable  to  taxation  as  that  of  any 
subject.  It  was  also  declared  by  those  acts 
which  he  had  cited,  that  if  the  sing  should 
die  without  conveying  any  of  his  real  pro- 
perty by  deed,  or  disposing  of  it  by  will, 
then  it  should  go  as  it  woula  have  gone 
had  those  acts  not  been  passed*  The 
same  was  said  vrith  respect  to  his  personal 
property.  He  had  heard  a  great  deal 
about  the  maimer  in  which  that  should  be 
disposed  of  at  prea^t ;  but  he  would  put 
it  to  their  lordships,  whether  they  would 
deprive  their  unfortunate  sovereign  in  his 
severe  affliction  of  that  which  was  allowed 
to  the  humblest  of  his  subjects-^the  be* 
nefit  of  the  principle  which  arose  from  a 
hope  of  his  recovery?  It  was  because 
that  recovery  was  not  despaired  of  that 
tiie  property  of  •  lunatic  was  taken  care  of. 
in  order  that  it  might  be  ibvtfacoroiag  at 
the  return  of  his  teaaon.  Would  they,  be 
would  ask,  do  in  the  case  of  their  sovereign 
what  woiild  not  be  allowed  in  the  instance 
of  any  other  sintlariy  afflicted?  If  he 
wMw  asked  erheiher  wb  property  of  the 
nsvir  funmt  if 'net  oooveved  away  by 
cbcd,  4>r  beqfueathed  by  will,  were  to  re- 
fwttrtvtbrsBCcasaeri  wr  tf  il  toe  considered 


as  private,  he  should  say  that  by  the  acts 
cited,  the  mark  of  private  property  would 
be    given   to   it  by  either  of  the    cir- 
cumstances mentioned.    If  the  grant,  or 
the    deed,    or  will,  'did  iK)t   exist,   the 
mark  of  private  property  would  be  want- 
ing ;  and  then  it  would  revert,  as  fdl  pro- 
perty of  the  Crown  did  before  the  passing 
of  those    acts.     But  tliat,  he  tnought, 
could  not  be  so  well  discussed  during  the 
lifetime  of  his  majesty.    By  the  22nd  of 
the  king,  the  private  and  royal  property  of 
his  majesty  was  separated.     But  it  was 
contended,  that  this  principle  bad  been 
since   departed  from.    It   had  been  so» 
His  majesty  had  always  considered  the 
allowance  to  his  medical  attendants  ina- 
dequate, and  out  of  his  private  property 
gave  an  additional  remuneration  to  those 
who  attended  on  his  person.    The  conti- 
nuation of  bounties  by  parliament  was  a 
bresking  in  npon  the  principle ;  but  every 
clause,  and  every  sentence,   and   every 
word  of  the  act,  which  made  provision  for 
the  medical  attendants  out  of  the  privy 
purse,  testified  that  parliament  considered 
It  private  property.    But  because  that  act 
continued  bounties  from  the  privy  purse, 
was  it  therefore  to  be  contended,  that  the 
privy  purse  was  not    private   property, 
while  the  same  act  placed  the  surplus  of 
the  privy  purse  in  tne  hands  of  commis- 
sioners, subject  to  the  disposition  by  will ' 
of  his  majesty,  if  Ae  should  recover?    It 
had  been  said,  by  persons  for  whom  he 
entertained  the  sincerest  respect,  that  pri- 
vate property  ought  to  be  made  liable  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  proprietor,  when 
he  happened  to  be  visited  with  such  a  ma- 
lady as  now  afflicted  his  majesty.    But 
the  principle  which  was   applicable   to 
other  persons^  was  not  applicable  here :  so 
much  mischief  would  result  from  the  pre- 
valence of  sudra  doctrine,  that  he  felt  it 
his  sacred  duty  at  least  to  attempt  to  re- 
fute it.    As  to  the  observations  of  the 
noble  marquis,  respecting  the  propriety  of 
making  a  reduction  of  the  100 fiOOi,  last 
year  they  appeared  to  him  not  to  bear 
upon  the  state  of  the  ouestion.    Such  a 
subject  could  never,  with  propriety,  have 
been  discussed  upon  an*  incidental  occa- 
sion.   What  establishments  might  be  ne- 
cessary (br/tiaintaining  the  dignitv  of  the 
Crown  was  the  greatest  subject  which  the 
House  could  discuss.    With  respect  to 
the  sum  proposed  lor  the  duke  of  York, 
that  part  of  the  subject  had  not  been  raf- 
ficiently  connected  in  argument  with  the 
possibility  of  his  majesty  s  recovery.    By 
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the  constitution  of  this  realm,  the  king 
.was  king  till  his  death.  He  could  never 
allow ,  himself  in  his  judicial  character,  to 
thiok  that  a  person  in  his  majesty's 
situation  was  not  to  recover;  and  he 
always  considered  what  should  be  done  in 
order  to  consult  his  feeling,  and  to  render 
his  return  to  the  connexion  with  his  fa- 
mily easy  and  satisfactory*  His  declara* 
lion  mignt  surprise  some  of  their  lordships, 
but  he  declared,  that  if  his  royal  highness 
were  to  perform  the  office  gratuitously,  it 
would  appear  to  him  an  objection  to  his 
holding  it.  The  consideration  was  not 
how  nuch  a  post  horse  would  cost,  or 
what  was  thejexpense  of  travelling  from 
.Oatlands  to  Windsor ;  but  what  was  re- 
quired for  the  dignity  of  the  royal  family 
while  they  remained  in  their  present 
aituation.  The  10,0(Xtf.  was  in  this  view  as 
necessary  as  the  ^000/.  was  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  king's  household.  His  royal ' 
highness  was  required  too  to  be  at  great 
expense,  as  succeeding  in  this  office  a  per- 
aon  of  ao  much  bounty,  and  one  who  had 
«o  much  more  ample  means  of  conferring 
benevolences  and  bounties,  lest  the  com- 
parison should  lessen  the  dignity  and 
respect  which  he  was  bound  *  to  maintain 
on  account  of  the  person  on  whom  he  at- 
tended. 

Lord  King  reprobated  the  manner  in 
which  the  various  members  of  the  royal 
family  had  been  exposed  to  public  odium 
by  the  present  cabinet.  He  considered 
.this  a  most  odious  measure,  and  most  in- 
jurious to  the  royal  family.  Ministers  felt 
not  the  odium,' although  they  alone  were 
in  fault:  the  15  cabinet  ministers  (an  un- 
usual number)  divided  the  blame,  and 
each  thought  little  of  1-I5th  of  it;  and 
hence  they  were,  on  subjects  like  the  pre- 
sent, the  must  pliable  phalanx  that  could 
be  conceived.  But  the  greatest  enemies 
to  the  Crown  were  those  who  on  slight 
grounds  proposed  grants  such  as  those  now 
asked,  and  that  had  been  asked  of  parlia- 
ment last  year.  So  far  as  they  had  not 
succeeded  last  ^ear,  it  was  a  benefit  to  the 
royal  family,  smce  so  far  had  respect  to* 
wards  it  been  unimpaired,  The  grant  now 
asked  was  most,  odious  in  all  its  circum- 
stances. It  was  an  attempt  to  obtain 
money  from  the  people  under  false  pre- 
tences; it  was  unnecessary  to*the  custos ; 
it  was  in  every  public  view  unnecessary; 
and  it  was  of  all  things  most  invidious  tp 
call  for  an  unnecessary  sum  to  any  of  the 
royal  family  in  the  present  distressed  state 
of  the  country. 
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The  Marquis  of  Bute  oonteiidedi  that 
additional  claims  would  be  made  upon  the 
custos,  in  consequence  of  the  deductions 
in  this  very  bill.  It  was  quite  a  mistake 
to  suppose  that  the  IO,00(M.  were  conferred 
as  a  grant  upon  his  royal  highness.  Such 
an  allowance  was  indispensable  in  order  to 
relieve  the  anxiety  which  his  royal  higli- 
ness  must  feel,  to  behave  with  Jiber^ty 
towards  the  old  servants  of  his  royal 
father. 

Earl  Gre^f  in  reply,  contended,  that 
however  he  might  be  oisposed  on  private 
grounds  to  acc^e  to  such  a  propositi#n 
as  that  before  their  lordships,  when  a 
grant  was  demanded  on  public  grounds,  he 
was  bound  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  of 
it.  In  looking  at  the  expense  to  whidi 
his  royal  highness  would  be  sublected  bj 
his  new  situation,  he  was  persuaded  it  was 
so  trifling,  that  it  would  not  only  not  jus- 
tify the  grant  in  question,  but  would  not 
justify  any  grantwhatever.  On  that  ground 
he  had  already  stated  his  opposition  to  the 
proposed  grant ;  and  after  listening  with 
great  attention  to  the  arguments  urged  on 
the  other  side,  he  remained  unconvinced 
by  them.  It  had  been  said,  that  minute 
inquiry  into  the  necessity  of  this  expense 
was  unsuited  to  the  dignity  of  the  Crown. 
He  felt  himself,  however,  bound  on  puln 
lic  grounds,  and  from  public  duty,  to  ia- 
quire.  His  opinion  remained  still  un- 
touched, that  toere  were  no  expenses,  not 
only  to  justify  this  sum,  but  to  call  for 
any  grant  at  all;  and. particularly  as  other 
persons,  such  as  the  king's  council,  now 
the  council  of  th&duke  of  York,  were  at 
the  same  expense  without  any  remunera- 
tion, and  as  his  royal  highness  had  pecu* 
liar  facilities  for  performing  the  duties  of 
his  office*  Their  lordships  had  heard  a 
great  deal  of  the  expense  which  his  royal 
highness  would  be  at ;  but  really,  after 
turning  the  thing  every  way  in  his  mind, . 
he  could  not  divine  in  what  that  expense 
would  consist.  His  noble  friend  near  him 
had  said  it  was  impossible  to  state  the 
nature  of  those  expenses.  Expenses  the 
nature  of  which  it  was  impossible  to  state, 
were  not  a  fit  subject  for  a  parliamentarjr 
grant.— The  noble  president  of  the  counal 
had,  on  a  former  occasion,  declared  that 
he  could  easily  imagine  what  those  ex* 
ptoses  were,  but  that  he  could  notes* 
plain  them.  If  their  lordships  chose  to 
add  to  the  public  burthens  on  the  imi^- 
nation  of  a  minister,  which  imagination 
he  could  not  explain,  be  (earl  Grey) 
could  not  help  it ;  but  as  he  could  neither 
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imagine  nor  explain  Ibe  expenaet  for  whidi 
the  grant  was  called  for,  he  must  perse« 
Tere  in  his  opposition  to  it. 

The  clause  for  granting  10,00tf.  a-year 
to  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York 
was  then  agreed  to  without  a  division,  and 
the  bill  went  through  the  committee  with- 
out any  amendment. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday  t  March  SO. 

*  Dklat  IK  THE  Court  of  Chan- 
CIRT.3  Mr.  M.  A,  Taylor  siud,  he  would 
not  disguise  from  the  House  that  his  pre- 
sent motion  was  only  a  preliminary  step  to 
other  measures  which  he  meant  to  bring 
forwardi  some  in  the  present,  and  others 
in  a  future  session.  The  object  of  the 
present  motion  was  to  show  the  delay  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery  and  the  appellant 
jurisdiction.  His  motion  was  for  an  ac- 
count of  the  total  amount  of  the  effects 
of  suitors  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in 
1756*  and  erenr  subsequent  lOth  year, 
and  in  1818.  What  he  had  in  view  was 
Co  show  the  great  increase  of  business  in* 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  from  a  Tariety  of 
aourcesy  since  the  first  of  these  periods. 
He  had  had  the  honour  in  1811,  to  move 
the  appomtment  of  a  committee  to  in- 
quire mto  the  delays  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, and  to  seardi  the  Journals  of  the 
Lords  with  respect  to  the  delays  in  the 
appellant  jurisdiction.  That  inquiry  was 
followed  by  the  appointment  of  an  as- 
aistant  court.  His  object  was  to  submit 
to  the  House  whether  that  assistance  had 
been  effisctuaL  His  own  opinion  was,  that 
it  had  not  been  effectual.  In  the  appel- 
lant jurisdiction  the  appealshad  diminished 
from  800  and  upwards  to  140.  But  there 
were  it  times  m  the  appellant  jurisdiction 
96  suits  waiting  decision  at  one  time.  If 
any  thing  should  happen,  either  the  death 
of  the  present  lord  chancellor,  or  his  re- 
moval from  office  in  consequence  of  a 
change  of  administration,  an  enormous 
OKpense  would  be  entailed  on  the  number 
of  suitors  whose  cases  remained  undeter- 
mined. In  June  1811,  there  were  in  the 
paper  of  the  lord  chancellor  114  causes : 
there  were  besides  exceptions  and  de- 
murrers: the  appeals  were  96 f  and  the 
hearings  5 :  the  bankruptcy  petitions  to 
be  heard  were  203.  At  this  moment  there 
were  289  causes  in  the  lord  chancdlor's 
paper,  whereas  before  there  were  only 
114.  For  hearioff  there  were  101  causes. 
The  object  he  haa  in  riew  was  to  remore 


the  obstacles  to  the  determination  of  the 
causes  before   the   chancery.    For  that 
purpose  he  wished  to  separate  all   the 
causes  of  bankruptcy  from  the  great  seaL 
The  best  way  of  remedying  the  eyil  was, 
he  conceived,  to  separate  the  business 
which  was  superadded  by  statute,  and 
which  did  not  come  within  the  original 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  from  its  proper 
business.  They  all  knew  that  lunacy  casesy 
and  those  of  wards  had  been  superadded 
to  the  business  of  the  great  seal.    When 
the  great  question  of  the  law  of  bank- 
rupts came  Defore  them,  it  was  his  inten- 
tton  to  move,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to 
the  committee  to  separate  the  bankruptcy 
business  from  the  business  of  the  great 
seal.    This  was  the  only  motion  which  he 
intended  to  bring  forward  at  present.  The 
plan  which  had  come  down  from  the  other 
House,  and  which  had  been  adopted  by 
this,  had  not  relieved  a  sinsle  suitor  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery.    He  was  sure 
every  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  bust* 
ness  of  his  office  by  the  vice  chancellor. 
The  present  illness  of  the  lord  chancellor 
might  have  occasioned  considerable  dday : 
but,  making  an  allowance  for  this,  it  was 
certain  that  the  relief  had  not  been  such 
as  had  been  contemplated  bv  a  learned 
lord  when  the  measure  was  brought  in. 
He  meant,  on  some  future  day,  to  sub* 
mit  a  motion  to  the  House  as   to  the 
propriety  of  separating  the  chancellorship 
from  the  office  of  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Lords.    It  was  well  known  that  from 
every  court  of  England  .there  were  regu- 
lar and  substantial  appeals.    But  for  the 
suitors  in  a  court  of  equity  there  was  no 
appeaL    Let  any  gentleman    enter  the 
House  of  Lprds,  and  he  would  see  that 
an  appeal  from  chancery  was  simplv  an 
appeal  from  the  chancellor  to  himself  and 
two  lay  lords  beside  him.    From  every 
other  court  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  there   was  a  hand  fete  appeal. 
From  the  jurifcdiction  of  the  lords  of  ses* 
don  in  Scotland  there  was  an  appeal  to 
the  chancellor  as  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Lords.    The  appeals  from  the  chan- 
cery of  Ireland  were  to  a  new  person. 
It  was  the  same  with  writs  of  error  from 
that  country.    But  the  appeals  from  the 
chancellor  were  to  the  same  person  who 
ruled  the  House  of  Lords  from  the  influ- 
ence he  had  in  it.    The  weight  of  pro- 
perty  decided  bv  the  lord  chancellor  of 
England  probably  amounted  to  one*fifth 
of  the  whole  property  of  the  kingdom. 
On  some  future  oqry  he  should  cdl  the 
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attention  of  the  House  also  to  die  vice 
chancellor's  court.  His  object  was  to 
assist  the  judges  who  sat  in,  and  the  per- 
sons who  had  suits  before,  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  He  thought  it  was  a  great 
evil  that  any  suitor  should  be  compelled 
to  remain  5,  6,  7|,  or  even  10-  years  be- 
fore his  cause  could  be  decided.  The 
hon«  ffentleman  then  moved,  <<  That  there 
be  laid  before  this  House,  an  account  of 
the  total  amount  of  the  Effects  of  the 
Suitors  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery 
in  the  year  1756,  and  in  every  subsequent 
tenth  year  since  the  year  n56f  and  in 
the  year  1818." 

The  SoUcUor  General  believed  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  mistakeni  when  he  re- 
presented the  arrears  of  business  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  to  have  increased. 
The  number  of  appeals,  indeed,  had  mul- 
tiplied, as  might  have  been  expected  to 
be  the  case,  from  the  institution  of  a  se- 
cond inferior  court.  The  arrear  of  bank- 
rupt petitions  had,  however,  been  conat- 
derably  reduced.  The  number  of  cases 
heard  and  determined  by  the  lord-chan- 
cellor during  the  last  three  years  ex« 
ceeded  all  precedent,  and  was  to  be  attri* 
buted  to  the  practice,  which  was  before 
aniisual,  of  deciding  imporiaot  questions 
upon  motion  merely,  instead  of  a  formal 
aitit.  The  confidence  reposed  by  the  pub- 
lic in  the  lord  chancellor's  learning  and* 
judgment  had  led  to  the  introduction  of 
thia  useful  practice 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

LoBD  JusTicB  General  of  Scot- 
land.] Mr.  Davies  GMeri  rose  toaiovc 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
office  of  lord  justice  general  df  Scotland. 
The  duties  of  the  office  were  usually  per- 
formed by  deputy.  The  reason  why  tliis 
office  had  not  hitherto  been  abolished, 
was,  that  by  different  acta  of  fiarl  lament 
certain  acts  were  appointed  to  be  done, 
and  certain  writs  to  be  signed  by  this 
officer.  A  bill  had  been  submitted  to  tlie 
House  last  session  for  the  abolition  of  this 
office,  which  went  through  several  stages, 
but  the  subject  was  finally  put  offi  By 
this  bill  the  duties  of  the  office  were 
transferred  to  the  lord  president  of  the 
court  of  aession,  and  a  certain  salary  was 

Siwan  to  the  lord  president  for  auck  ad* 
itional  duties.  Oincgentleassn  hnd  op- 
posed the  bill  on  the, ground  llkatthe 
aniivy  was  more  thaa  oo^t  to  be  given, 
•i|d  Mother  im  the  giwsnd  ihatvo  oahtvy 
nl«lliM«g|blio;J>o«iv«ft.   itieiJiadiliMU0lu 
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it  his  duty,  as  chairman  of  the  finance 
committee,  to  bring  in  the  sane  biU,  only 
omitting  that  pait  which  gave  any  remu- 
neration to  the  lord  president,  if  It  ap» 
peared,  that  a  salary  ought  to  be  given 
it  would  be  competent  to  an^-  member  to 
move  a  clause  to  that  effect.  The  hon. 
gentleman  concluded  with  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
office  of  lord  justice  general  of  Scotland. 
— Leave  given, 

Sl:OTGH     POOJI    RVLIEF  BiLX.]      Mr. 

Kennedy^  aflber  apologizing  for  bringing 
forward  a  measure  connected  with  so 
important  a  subject  as  the  poor  lawa, 
moved  for  leave  to  brmg  in  a  biH  to  < 
regulate  the  relief  granted  to  the  poor  in 
Scotland ;  the  4i)ject  of  which  was  to  • 
prevent  the  progi*eis  of  evils  in  Scotland, 
similar  to  those  which  liad  arisevi  iu  Eng- 
land. 

Mr.  Huffte  said,  that  thanks  were  duo 
to  the  hoo.  mover  for  hu  attention  to  this 
aubject.  The  object,  he  undeistooli 
was,  to  settle  who  the  'persons  were  %f 
whom  the  funds  raised  fox  the  relief  <fif 
She  poor  in  Scotland  should  be  nNmaged. 
-^Leave  given. 
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Coal  Dotibb.]  Mr.  Sinclair  «aid, 
that  he  held  in  his  .hand  a  petition  viery 
oumeronsly  and  neapootably  signed,  §rom 
the  town  of  Thurso,  in  Caithneas,  igaiatt 
the  imposition  of  any  freshdutyupon  coals. 
The  aauMby  and  iilarm,  whtoh  even  the 
unauihentieated  .rumour  thot^sach  aaAea- 
sure  was  in  contemplation)  had  excited  in 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  which 
particularly  prennaiied  in  the  jnanufactur- 
ing  diatricfta  of  Scotland,  had  exteodod 
to  the  distant  county,  which  lie  had  the 
honour  to  .vepresent.^-'He  was  happy  %o 
find  that  hia  owa  aentiments  were  ooo- 
finned  by  those  of  tbe  petttiaaeas-^nul 
should,  if  necessary,  gWe  every  oppoaitioii 
in  his  power  to  a  tax  so  cruel  and  impo- 
litic ;  a  tax  whitii  xrauld  press  ao  sovtaely 
upon  all  daases  of  the  coramuaity,  hak' 
especially  tipon  ^tfae  indigeht  and  iiidw^ 
titoua-^a  tax  which,  foy  increasing  -the 
priee,  would  neoeasartly  dHUiaish  the  «o»- 
aumptton  ^f  many  .important  eitielea  j^ 
maaufiRotove  andwouid  tfowpove  veiy^*- 
yuriousito  tike  foomntfoe  -and  vcveii«r^ 
lhe.couatiw. 

JQrdeifldiD'Ife  m  At  tdUo. 
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BUMOH  OF  PEjvitEQE— Minutes  o? 
CQ997  Mailtiai^on Thomas  Stinton.] 
Lord  4Ithorp  moTe4i  that  the  Minutes  of 
lh«  Court  (iliM'tiftl  00  Stinton,  the  man 
tried  for  attending  «  commlt^e  of  the 
Hoiise,  be  printed. 

Mr.  B^ckeU  justified  the  proceedings 
of  the  courlrmartial,  and  contended, 
Ihat  nQ  breach  of  privilege  had  been  in- 
tend^ or  comioitted  in  point  of  fact; 
th#  order  produced  by  Stinton  ^as  dated 
Qfi  Thursday  morning,  and  the  arrest  b^ 
ff rj^ant  Hardy  did  nol  take  place  until 
Saturday  afternoon. 

Mr*  Ti^rney  thought  that  the  court 
tfugbl  to  have  inquired,  whether  the 
presence  of  Stinton  had  been  required  on 
the  morning  of  Saturday,  before  thev 
found  him  guilty,  although  they  had  fol- 
lowed up  their  senteqce  by  no  punish- 
ment. He  did  not  impute  to  the  court- 
martial  m  iBtentioQ  to  inff  inge  the  pri- 
vilegei  of  the  House;  but  tne  subject 
aught  to  be  investigated,  for  the  sake  of 
Ike  precedent.' 

Lqrd  K  BeuHuek  said,  that  if  the 
foldier  was  wanted  by  that  Hou^e,  it  was 
veray  necessary  for  him  to  mention  it  to 
the  seijeant,  and  thsn  to  go.  With  re- 
spect tQ  any  expressions  in  the  sentence, 
he  could  not  see  how  they  could  be  con- 
ftrued  to  involve  any  breach  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  House.  That  sentence 
was  worded  as  |he  sentences  of  courts- 
martial  generally  were,  and  went  ex- 
pessly  to  show  that  it  was  not  meant  to 
incur  any  such  breach  of  privilege. 

Colonel  Barry  conceived,  that  had  the 
ftnteeee  of  the  soldier  been  for  absenting 
himself  without  leave,  it  would  have  been 
fully  justified.  Undoubtedly  the  man 
luul  hf  ea  guilty  of  a  military  crime  in 
ao  doing,  and  toe  leateoce  was  quite  re- 
giilav. 

Mr.  TierMM^  thought  the  roan  was  per- 
fsctly  justi^.  If  he  was  wanted  by 
thai  House,  it  was  enough  for  him  to  say, 
<*  I  am  wanted,  and  will  go." 

Mr.  Brougham  rose  to  protest  against 
the  doctrine  which  had  been  advanced  by 
an  hon.  member  on  the  other  side.  The 
Imn.  member  admitted,  that  if  the  soldier 
was  refused  leave,  he  might  come  not- 
withstanding;  he  did  not  now  contend 
that  point,  but  said  that  he  was  bound  to 
ask  leave.  Now  he  (Mr.  B.)  meant  to 
dispute  that  doctrine  altogether.  On  the 
warrant  of  that  House  being  issued  to  any 
person  whatever  to  attend  them,  whether 
U  was  to  a  servant  under  a  master,  a  sol- 
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dier  under  his  officer,  an  officer  under  h^ 
superior,  it  signified  not  which,  except 
that  the  soldier  under  his  officer  was  the 
most  important  case,  when  the  control  of 
the  officer  over  the  soldier  was  in  ques- 
tion, it  was  that  soldier's  duty  to'  come 
before  the  House  immediately,  without 
regarding  any  other  order. 

Mr.  fV^n  agreed  with  bis  learned 
friend,  that  any  person  receiving  an  order 
to  that  efiect  was  bound  to  attend  the 
House.  He  considered  that  the  soldier 
was  also  bound,  not  to  ask  leave,  but 
to  state  that  he  had  received  such  an 
order,  and  must  attend.  He  had  in  such 
a  case,  no  leave  to  ask. 

Mr.  Brougham  expressed  his  concur- 
rence in  what  had  fallen  from  his  hon. 
friend,  as  to  there  being  no  necessity  for 
a  person  so  summoned  to  ask  leave. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  was  perfectly 
satisfied,  that  there  was  no  wish  to  make 
out  the  infringement  which  had  occurred 
a  breach  of  privilege.  With  respect  to 
what  had  been  said  about  asking  leave, 
whatever  degree  of  confusion  that  ex- 

Sres«io&  might  have  produced  among 
on.  members,  it  originated  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  It  seemed  in  the 
highest  degree  necessary  to  protect  the 
individual  from  the  consequences  of  the 
step  he  had  taken.  As  to  the  observa- 
tions of  a  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  such 
protection  would  open  a  door  to  ever^ 
soldier  who  chose  to  do  so,  to  leave  his 
quarters,  nothing  could  be  more  futile. 
Soldiers  were  bound  to  do  their  duty. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Scotch  Duelling  Acts  Repbal 
Bill.]  Mr.  BosweU  rose  to  call  the  at* 
tendon  of  the  House  to  a  subject  which 
he  felt  to  be  of  great  importance  to  that 
part  of  the  pountr^  with  which  be  waa 
connected.  He  wished  it  to  be  under* 
stood,  that  he  meant  to  throw  no  impute* 
tion  on  the  laws  of  his  country.  He  was 
confirmed  in  his  veneration  for  those  laws 
—no  man  could  feel  more.  Indeed,  he 
had  never  met  with  a  Scotsman  ia  his 
life,  who  would  change  the  laws  under 
which  he  lived,  for  those  of  any  other 
country.  But  that  very  veneration  led 
him  to  look  with  greater  anxiety  and  more 
fear,  to  any  thing  objectionable  coo* 
nected  witb  those  laws.  They  had  heard 
that  a  revision  of  the  laws  was  idle  and 
visionary  and  impracticable.  That  it  was 
idleand  visionary  he  would  deny;  for  it  was 
not  idle  to  remove  from  the  Statute  Beok^ 
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•tatutes  which  the  courts  of  law  had  pro- 
nounced to  be  in  desuetude.  As  the 
doctrine  of  the  power  of  the  courts  to 
determine  what  statutes  were,  and  what 
were  not  in  force,  had  long  been  held  to 
be  the  law  of  Scotland,  and  had  even 
been  sanctioned  by  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  in- 
terfere with  it.  But  he  wished  the  sta- 
tute laws  of  that  country  to  be  in  a  more 
determinate  shape — that  those  statutes 
which  were  declared  to  be  in  desuetude 
should  be  repealed,  and  that  those  which 
were  partly  in  force  and  partly  not,  should 
be  put  in  a  more  determinate  shape.  He 
wished  for  no  innovation  in  the  law ;  for 
the  removing  from  the  Statute  Book  sta- 
tutes which  were  not  held  to  be  law,  was 
not  an  innovation.  It  had  been  said,  that 
the  people  of  Scotland  were  going  on 
'very  well  under  their  present  laws,  and 
would  go  on  very  well  without  the  inter- 
ference of  the  House — that  the  court  of 
session  could  pronounce  hereafter,  as  they 
had  hitherto  pronounced,  what  laws  were 
and  what  were  not  in  force.  But,  how 
was  this  done?  By  a  pertinacious  and 
expensive  litigation  between  individuals; 
for  an  act  could  not  be  pronounced  in  de- 
suetude till  it  had  been  decided  to  be  so 
by  a  court.  It  had  been  said  that  it  was 
impossible  to  determine  what  part  of  a  law 
ought  to  be  struck  out  of  the  Statute  Book 
and  what  not,  without  a  most  laborious 
inquiry.  He  had  never  thought  it  an  easy 
task ;  but  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that 
if  it  was  competent  to  the  legislature,  to 
•nact  new  laws,  it  was  competent  to  them 
also  to  correct  the  old.  Though  it  had 
been  stated  that,  by  the  law  of  Scotland 
for  more  than  300  years,  laws  by  contrary 
custom  were  abrogated,  he  was  prepared 
to  show  that  this  had  not  always  been  the 
case  within  the  period  in  question.  In 
the  Harleian  miscellany  there  was  a  case 
which  was  decided  in  1634<.  Thi^  was 
the  case  of  lord  Balmerino,  in  which  the 
lord  advocate  Hope,  of  Craigie-hali,  the 
author  of  a  work  on  Scots  law,  called 
Minor  Practicks,  was  the  prosecutor,  and 
Nisbet,  of  Duleton,  the  author  of  ano- 
ther book  en  Scots  law,  with  a  quaint 
title,  was  advocate  for  lord  Balmerino. 
It  was  then  objected  to  by  lord  Balme- 
rino, that  the  act  on  which  he  was  tried 
was  in  desuetude,  but  it  was  argued  by 
the  lord  advocate,  that  there  was  no  pre- 
scription against  statute  law.  The  court 
repelled  tlie  objection  to  the  statute 
OD  which  lord  Balmerino  wis  triedi  '*  in 


respect  the  act  of  parliament  stands  un- 
repealed." The  statutes  of  Scotland 
might  be  divided  into  four  classes:  1. 
Such  as  were  totally  inapplicable  to  the 
present  state  of  society.  2.  Statutes  of 
which  parts  were  in  desuetude,  and  parts 
in  force.  3.  Statutes  held  to  be  in  force, 
and  which  were  of  an  unexceptionable 
nature.  4.  Statutes  held  to  be  in  force 
of  an  exceptionable  nature.  He  wished 
to  confine  himself  at  present  to  moving 
the  repeal  of  one  statute  of  an  excep* 
tionable  nature — a  statute  with  respect  to 
Duels,  on  which  an  individual  had  lately 
been  tried.  By  this  statute,  a  person 
sending  or  bearing  a  challenge  to  fight  a 
duel,  forfeited  all  his  moveable  property, 
and  suffered  banishment,  whether  the 
duel  took  place  or  not.  He  had  it  in 
view  to  move  the  repeal  of  two  other 
statutes.  One  on  the  old  system  of  mo- 
nopoly, by  which  a  butcher  could  nol 
have  more  than  one  acre  for  grazing  ;  the 
other  declaring,  that  if  two  individuals 
who  had  a  law-suit  should  happen  to 
quarrel  to  the  effusion  of  blood,  the  party 
who  provoked  the  quarrel,  de  JactOf 
should  be  considered  to  have  lost  his 
cause. — The  hon.  gentleman  concluded 
with  moving,  **  That  leave  be  given  ta 
bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  of 
the  parliament  '  of  Scotland  regarding 
Duelling." 

Mr.  Mackenzie  thought  some  of  the 
hon.  gentleman's  observations  calculated 
to  produce  a  wrong  impression  with  re- 
gard to  the  present  state  of  Scottish  ju- 
risprudence. The  practice  of  regarding 
some  statutes  as  fallen  into  desuetude, 
was  dictated  by  the  first  principles  of  the 
law  of  Scotland.  He  was  not  desirous  of 
opposing  the  motion,  but  must  protest 
against  the  doctrine,  that  established 
contrary  use  could  no(  outweigh  an  unre- 
pealed enactment.  These  partial  repeals 
operated  ati  ex  post  Jacto  law^  and  might 
serve  to  revive  other  statutes  which  were 
at  this  moment  sunk  in  oblivion.  Whe- 
ther the  principle  of  desuetude  was  ori- 
ginally good  or  bad,  it  was  now  too  late 
to  inquire ;  it  was  a  principle  interwoven 
with  the  whole  theory  and  practice  of  the 
law,  and  could  not  be  abrogated  without 
producing  the  most  injurious  effects. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  considered  the 
course  now  pursued  as  extremely  incon- 
venient, with  reference  to  the  general  ob- 
ject in  contemplation.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man proposed  to  repeal  one  or  two  parti- 
cular statutes  and  leave  to  any  other  hon. 
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member  the  task  of  proposing  the  repeal 
of  others  equally  obnoxious.  The  effect 
musty  in  the  mean  time,  be,  to  give  new 
▼alidity  to  all  those  which,  though  fallen 
into  desuetude,  had  not  hitherto  been  re- 
pealed. 

Lord  Binning  said,  that  had  the  mo- 
tion been  of  a  general  nature,  he  should 
have  wished  it  to  be  postponed,  but  he 
felt  no  objection  to  the  particular  question 
before  the  House.  He  did  not  mean, 
however,  to  pledge  himself  to  the  support 
of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  if  he  rightly 
understood  the  hon.  gentleman,  the  sub- 
ject of  desuetude  was  not  in  question.  He 
wished  to  repeal  an  act  of  parliament 
which  was  not  in  desuetude,  but  in  force 
two  years  ago;  he  merely  proposed  an 
act  to  repeal  another  act,  and  the  whole 
discussion  would  turn  on  the  merits  of  the 
act  proposed  to  be  repealed.  Hjs  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  desuetude  was,  that  it 
was  as  much  the  law  of  Scotland  that  sta- 
tutes fell  into  desuetude  as  it  was  that  a 
man's  eldest  son  succeeded  to  his  landed 
estate. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

r 

Chimnby  Sweepers  Trade  Regula- 
tion Bill.]  Mr.  Bennet  brought  up 
the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  Lords'  Journals  respecting 
any  proceedings  in  that  House  upon  the 
Chimney  Sweepers  Regulation  bill.  Af- 
ter which,  he  rose  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  trade  of  chimney  sweepers.  After 
what  had  passed  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  propose  any  measure  tor  the  abolition 
altogether  of  the  use  of  climbing  boys. 
AVhatever  might  be  his  own  private  opi- 
nion on  the  matter,  the  result  of  his  for- 
mer endeavours  had  been  such,  that  he 
could  not  think  such  a  proposition  admis- 
sible. His  object  therefore,  now  waS'  to 
regulate  the  trade,  and  to  put  the  parties 
under  a  better  charge,  and  in  a  better  si- 
tuation, than  they  had  heretofore  been. 
He  was  happy  to  inform  the  House,  that 
he  had  had  several  consultations  with  the 
master  chimney  sweepers,  and  that  the 
bill  he  should  propose  to  the  House  had 
met  with  their  entire  approbation.— Leave 
granted. 

Excise  Prosecutions  —  William 
Weaver.]  Mr.  Alderman  Waiihman 
observed,  that  in  submitting  his  motion 
he  wished  to  make  one  or  two  observations 


respecting  the  petition  which  on  a  former 
nignt  he  had  presented,  from  William' 
Weaver.  He  considered  it  his  duty  on  all 
occasions  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  the 
merits  of  every  petition  which  he  presented. 
In  the  present  case,  he  had  made  inquiries 
into  the  statements  of  the  petitioner,  and 
the  result  was  favourable.  Since  that  he 
had  learned  that  he  had  been  engaged  iu 
smuggling  transactions.  But  he  did  not 
think  that,  even  if  these  charges  were 
true,  they  constituted  a  reason  for  the 
persecution  he  had  undergone.  He  had 
seen  the  landlord  of  the  petitioner,  and 
from  him  he  had  learned,  that  even  after 
the  goods  first  seized  in  execution  were 
purchased  by  him,  they  were  again  seized 
as  belonging  to  Weaver.  He  was,  la 
consequence  of  bis  present  imprisonment* 
wholly  unable  to  meet  his  honest  engage* 
ments  with  his  creditors ;  and  had  actually 
laid  his  petition  before  the  insolvency 
court,  in  order  to  be  relieved.  His  main 
object  in  the  present,  motion  was  to  get  at 
the  whole  of  the  system — to  show,  that 
while  the  party  sued  in  the  Exchequer 
was  ruined,  the  resources  of  the  country 
were  misapplied  in  defraying  the  expen« 
diture.  He  had  therefore  to  move 
*<  Tliat  there  be  laid  before  the  House  an 
account  of  the  expenses  incurred,  and  the 
amount  of  penalties  recovered,  under  the 
prosecution  of  William  Weaver,  by  tlie 
Solicitor  of  the  Excise." 

.Mr.  LtuMngton  said,  there  was  one 
thing  which  the  worthy  alderman  had  yet 
to  learn,  namely,  that  a  member  of  par* 
liament  should  not  allow  his  credulity  to 
be  practised  on  by  the  tales  of  un- 
principled persons.  There  never  was  a 
case  founded  on  more  deceptions  grounds 
than  the  present :  instead  of  being  a  case 
of  hardship,  it  was  a  case  of  fraud  com- 
mitted by  a  notorious  offender.  The  pre- 
sent motion  was  founded  on  the  petition 
of  Weaver,  in  which  he  said  that  he  had 
been  prosecuted  for  selling  a  quantity  of 
Spanish  juice,  and  that  that  was  his  first 
offence.  Of  the  truth  of  this  allegation 
the  House  would  judge,  when  he  informed 
them,  that  this  man  had  formerly  beeh 
twice  convicted  by  the  board  of  excise, 
once  for  smuggling  tobacco,  and  once  for 
smuggling  tea;  that  he  bsd  been  three 
times  convicted  of  smuggling  by  the 
Thames  police,  and  twice  by  the  Shadwell 
police ;  and  that  in  the  course  of  the  last 
month,  and  since  his  petition  was  pre- 
sented, smuggled  tobacco  had  been  found 
in  his  house.    While  under  the  execution 
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issued  by  the  court,  he  had  in  a  clandes- 
tine manner,  made  off  with  part  of  his 
property;  and  when  the  remainder  was 
sold,  he  had  contrived  to  buy  it  back 
himself.  Me  thought  that,  duririg  the 
whole  transaction,  the  officers  of  excise 
had  done  nothing  but  their  duty.  With 
regard  to  the  solicitor  of  excise,  who  had 
DOW  held  that  office  for  five  years,  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  know  any  mah,  ^hOf  for 
integrity  of  character,  and  a  conscientious 
discharge  of  duty,  was  tnore  deserving  of 
praise.  Tlie  worthy  alderman  had  only 
moved  for  an  account  of  the  expehses  in- 
curred in  thifi  prosecution ;  but  he  cdn- 
ceived  that  the  account  of  these  would  not 
give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  transaction, 
and  therefore  he  should  move  that  there 
be  also  furnished  copies  of  the  several  peti- 
tions presented  by  William  Weaver  to  the 
lords  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  proceed- 
ings upon  these  petitions. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  he  should 
not  have  troubled  the  House  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  if  the  worthy  alderman  had 
not  stated,  that  the  object  of  his  knotion 
was,  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  House  to  the 
system  of  the  excise  laws.  The  petitioner 
said  that  be  had  never  before  violated  the 
laws  of  excise,  as  they  ought  to  be  admi- 
nistered. What  might  be  the  petitioner's 
ideas  of  the  manner  in  which  those  laws 
should  be  administered  he  did  not  know ; 
but  he  was  sure  that  a  man  who  had  been 
convicted  six  limes  of  smuggling,  and  in 
whose  house  smuggled  goods  nad  been 
repeatedly  found,  was  a  person  who  ought 
to  be  prosecuted  as  an  example  to  others. 
This  man  had  presented  a  petition  to  the 
court,  and  as  his  (the  attorney  general's) 
recommendation  had  considerable  weight, 
as  was  natural  from  his  official  situation, 
he  had  made  inquiries  into  the  particulars 
of  thecase ;  but  whenhefound  that  theman 
was  an  habitual  smuggler,  or  at  least  an 
illicit  trader,  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
recommend  him  to  the  lenity  of  the  court. 
There  was  another  fact  of  some  import- 
ance: this  man  was  a  grocer  in  that 
quarter  where  goods  were  most  frequently 
smuggled  ashore,  and  had  been  convicted 
five  times  of  receiving  smuggled  tobacco 
and  other  articles  from  Lascars  and  vari- 
ous  descriptions  of  low  character.  Was 
this,  then,  a  man  entitled  to  indulgence  ? 
The  learned  gentleman  then  detailed  the 
circumstances  of  the  prosecution,  in  order 
to  refute  the  charge  of  oppression.  The 
many  convictions  of  this  man  had  not 
cured  his  family ;  for  a  few  days  before 


Mr.  D.  W.  itarv^  i^lis  ^ultfe  iiHre  Ififtt 
the  worthy  aldel-man  hiA  been  himself 
imposed  upon,  although  he  faiid  done  all 
in  his  power  to  ascertain  the  truth.  Sucll 
petitions  prejudiced  the  geneHil  t>riticiplet 
and  prejudiced  those  trho  were  reklly  Hg* 
grieved.  This  man  might  fairly  ha¥e  pdii 
1,000^.  instead  of  900^  irhich  wbi^e  tiik^A 
as  a  compromise.  The  several  coUnts  Ma 
been  formally  drawn  out^  bhkrgihg  h!tA 
to  the  amount  of  44,000/.  Th6  cbmmis^ 
sioners  of  excise,  in  thi^  case,  as  xA  all 
other  caseb,  had  only  reviewed  tn%  ptth 
tion,  but  told  not  what  sum  wbuld  betake 
in  compromise.  He  had  formtiHy  htj^tbll 
and  would  now  repeat^  that  the  iKoltcitd^ 
knew  in  the  infancy,  as  well  as  lA  the  d^ 
velopement  of  a  ca6e,  ^bat  sum  ^bold 
be  taken.  He  was  the  responsible  p^^^f^t 
and  could  give  a  negative  or  Mmhtite  ttt 
a  proposition  for  comproiiiise,  lind  hendft 
arose  expenses  that  were  m6sl  n^iiiridiA 
and  grievous  to  the  coiihtVy.  The  solU 
citor  bame  into  court  ^ittt  two  colatanns  t 
the  one  containing  the  full  charge^  tM 
other  the  mitigated  isum  that  wbsld  be 
taken ;  and  he  acceded  to  auy  sum  that  was 
proposed,  if  it  amounted  to  t(iblAtVi^rbdm« 

The  Attorney  General  dei^i^,  <*I18 
great  warmth,  that  the  Solicitdr  diltii^  iht^ 
Court  with  two  lists,  and  took  Whdt  coih- 
promise  he  pleased.  That  gefotl^Hiah,  id 
receiving  a  compromise,  never  tbbk  intd 
consideration  the  ekperisds  bf  the  {Sfoi&S- 
cution,  or  what  chai-ges  the  btrown  lii^ighl 
be  put  to ;  but  he  did  consider  the  bapd- 
city  of  the  party  to  pay,  and  If  he  couhl 
pay  a  reasonable'  sum  Without  ititiohve- 
nience,  he  would  put  soihethiii^  to  it  iil 
order  to  create  inconvenience.  Tne  objet!t 
of  the  excise  laws  was  to  t>cca&i6ri  ibcoh- 
Venience,  and  so  to  deter  frbtn  dfferic^i 
against  them.  If  he  had  known  thf^ 
man's  oRences,  he  would  hot  h&ve  agreed 
to  any  compromise. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waithmdn  toid^  h^  hdd 
brought  forward  his  motion,  in  the  fir^ 
place,  in  order  to  rt*lleVe  the  ^retbhed 
man.  Whatever  might  hkvte  bfe^h  ih€ 
number  and  character  of  his  fbfnler  Ibf^ 
fences,  they  had  nb  right  to  punish  hlM 
but  for  this  offence.  Anotlier  object  f^ftB 
him  was,  to  expose  the  system  itself.  Bj^ 
correcting  the  system,  an  enormous, ex- 
pense rhight  be  saved  to  the  Country.  'The 
excessive  severity  bf  the  excise  flitivii  likb 
the  excessive  severity  of  the  crimitiMUtl^li 
counteracted  its  objedt. 

§ 
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Sir  Itaac  CMn  wte  sorry  that  so  ilmcb 
bf  the  time  ofthe  House  had  been  occu- 
pied by  so  unworthy  a  case  as  that  of  a 
nan  five  times  conTicted. 

The  motioD  was  agreed  to. 


Apml  1,  1S19. 
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HOtJSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thunday^  April  1. 
Gaol  Dkliveries.]      Mr.    Wesiem 
tose  to  oAr  some  observations  on  a  most 
important  subject,  and  to  move  for  cer- 
tain returns  connected  with  it.    If  more 
frequent  Gaol  Deliveries  took  place,  the 
number  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  dif« 
tferetot  prisons  throughout  England  and 
Wales,  would  be  diminbhed  in  the  pro« 
portion  of  at  least  one«ha]f.    Sincb  he  had 
first  spoken  upon  this  subject,  he  had  re* 
ceived  returns  of  the  number  confined  at 
three  several  successive  periods  in  Kent, 
Suffolk,  and  Essex.    The  House  would 
iee,  that  between  October  and  Jahuary 
the  number  had  increased ;  whereas,  be- 
tween January  and  March  it'  had  dimi- 
nished.   In  Kent,  on  the  1st  of  October, 
there  wete  54 ;  on  the  1st  of  January,  108; 
and  on  the  15th  of  March,  177.    Now, 
if  gaol  deliveries  had  taken  place  during 
these  periods,    he  mu9t   contend  those 
tiumbers  would  have  been  considerably 
less.    When  the  returns  he  was  abolit  to 
move  for,  should  have  been  laid  upon  the 
table,  he  would  submit  some  specific  pro- 
position  on  the  subject.    In  looking  at 
the  returns  already  prepared  for  the  years 
1817  and  1818,  it  would  appear,  that  the 
total  number  of  persons  confined  in  the 
diflbrent  gaols  throughout  the  kingdom 
was,  in  round  numbers,  18,000.    Of  that 
number  there  were  2,000  in  each  year, 
against  whom  either  no  bills  were  found. 
Or  who  were  not  prosecuted,  and  2,000 
who  were  acquitted.    In  the  period  which 
elapked  between  July  and  the  Lent  assises, 
many  persons  had  been  confined  who  had 
Remained  in  prison  perhaps  fourteen  or  fif* 
keen  months  before  they  had  been  tried-^ 
an  enormoas  evil.    Whatever  the  difficul- 
ties were,  In  which  such  delay  originated, 
they  ought  to  be  done  away  with;  and 
some  regulation  should  be  adopted,  which 
ahonld  render  It  unnecessary  that  they 
riioold  be  detained  in  custody  for  so  long 
a  period,  but,  if  possible,  be  broogh:  to 
trial  immediately.    It  was  during  that  im- 

Kisonraent  that  their  morals  became  cor- 
pted.  When  men  first  cattie  to  a  prison, 
they  looked  with  horror  on  thebr  situa- 
tions ;  but  that  horror  wore  off,  and  their 


minds  toon  becatne  corrupted.  It  wai  the 
prompt  execution  of  laws  which  could 
alone  produce  the  effects  contemplated  by 
the  legislature.  He  should,  for  the  pre» 
sent  move  for  a  "  Return  of  the  total 
number  of  prisoners  that  were  confined  m 
the  different  gaols  of  England  and  Walea 
for  trial  at  the  present  Lent  assises ;  dia« 
tinguisbing  those  who  were  in  custodi^ 
prior  to  the  1st  of  October  last,  the  1st  bf 
January  last,  and  the  latest  period  ant^ 
cedent  to  the  commencement  of  the  gadi 
delivery;  and,  as  soon  as  the  present 
Lent  assises  shall  be  terminated,  that  n^ 
turns  may  be  made  to  this  House,  of  tha 
number,  names,  and  ages,  of  theprisonersi 
male  and  female,  who  shall  have  been  io^ 
verally  tried  in  each  county  of  England 
and  Wales,  specifying  the  dates  of  theie 
several  commitments,  and  arranging  tha 
returns  in  the  order  thereof 3  specifying 
also,  the  crimes  with  which  they  shan 
have  been  charged,  and  the  verdicts  and 
sentences  that  shall  have  been  psssed  upon 
them ;  also,  returns  of  those  who  shaH 
have  been  discharged  by  proclamatiots 
or  by  reason  of  no  bills  being  found  against 
them,  with  die  dates  of  commitment  In 
like  manner,  and  the  crimes  with  which 
they  were  charged  upon  commitoient."-^ 
Ordered. 

Mr.  Wtndmam  Quim.]  Mr.  O.  Aw 
Ellis  gave  notice  of  his  intention,  oa 
Tuesday  next,  to  move  an  Address  to  th^ 
Prince  Recent,  praying  him  to  remove 
Irom  the  office  of  custos  totulorom  of  thh 
county  of  Limerick,  the  bon.  Wyndhaia 
Quin.  A  member  observed,  that  he  be- 
lieved Mr.  Quia  bad  gone  to  Ireland ;  aai 
that  so  early  a  day  would  affbrd  him  na 
opportunity  of  being  informed  of  the  ban. 
gentleman^  intentions. 

Mr.  Abereromby  thought  the  observe^ 
tion  ofthe  hon.  member  not  warranted  by 
the  practice  of  that  House.  The  electioa 
of  any  day  might  be  quite  optional  with 
gentlemen  who  had  motions  to  submit ; 
and  it  seemed,  he  thought,  moreagreeabib 
to  the  hon.  mover,  that  the  business  shouM 
be  proceeded  in  now,  rather  than  aftortha 
Easter  holidays. 

Mr.  Peelmd,  that  if  unfortunately  Mr. 
Quin  had  left  town  forlrdSnd,  he  thought 
it  but  reasonable  that  he  should  have  the 
option  of  returning  to  this  country.  If  it 
was  determined  to  try  his  case  again,  h^ 
thought  it  *as  only  fair  to  deibr  the  notion 
for  such  a  time  at  least  as  mi^ht  afbrd 
him  an  opportunity  of  being  lo  informed. 
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The  motion  was  fixed  for  Tuesday. 

Royal  Burghs— >Case  of  the  Burgh 
OF  Aberdeen.]  Lord  Archibald  Hamil" 
ton  said,  that  before  he  entered  on  the 
subject  of  the  motion  which  he  was  now 
about  to  submit  to  the  House,  he  wished 
to  apologise  for  the  length  of  time  which 
had  eiapsed  since  he  had  first  given  notice 
of  it.  Had  it  depended  only  on  him,  he 
ahould  have  wished  an  earlier  day.  The 
delay  had  not  proceeded  from  levity,  or 
inattention  to  the  House,  nor  from  any 
doubts  or  dissentions  among  the  parties 
whose  cause  he  had  undertaken,  nor  from 
any  distrust  in  the  cause  itself;  least  of 
all,  however,  had  the  delay  arisen  from 
any  change  of  opinion  on  his  part ;  for  the 
longer  he  inquired  into  the  subject,  the 
more  he  was  confirmed  in  his  first  opinions 
upon  it ;  the  more  he  revolved  it  in  his 
own  mind,  or  conferred  with  others  upon 
Us  principle,  and  details,  the  more  he  was 
convinced  that  the  question  was  one  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  Scotland,  and 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  that  House. 
Before  he  proceeded  to  say  what  the 
question  was,  he  wished  to  say  what  it 
was  not.  It  was  not  connected  with  par- 
liamentary reform,  in  any  sense  of  the 
word.  It  was  not  a  mere  matter  of  local 
interest  of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen ;  but 
it  was  a  matter  of  interest  to  every  burgh 
in  Scotland,  and  to  every  inhabitant  of 
that  country.    It  was  not  a  speculative 

I>oint,  to  which  he  was  offering  any  specu- 
ative  remedy,  but  it  arose  out  of  a  prac- 
tical evil  most  galling  and  extensive — 
actually  felt  and  recently  complained  of. 
He  wished  also  to  state  another  point  of 
some  consequence.  The  subject  of  this 
motion  was  not  unnecessarily  introduced 
to  the  attention  of  the  House,  for  the 
grievance  complained  of  could  only  be 
remedied  by. the  House.  He  meant  that 
for  the  injuries  and  injustice,  which  had 
lately  been  committed  in  the  burgh  of 
Aberdeen,  there  existed  no  tribunal  in 
Scotland  of  adequate  jurisdiction,  to  afford 
prompt  and  effectual  redress,  even  though 
the  clearest  and  strongest  case  of  injury 
and  injustice  should  be  manifest  to  all  the 
world. 

He  would  state,  as  shortly  as  possible, 
before  he  entered  on  the  subject,  a  few 
details,  in  order  that  the  House  might  the 
better  understand  the  case. — He  should 
first  proceed  to  state  some  of  the  outlines 
of  the  government  of  a  Scots  burgh.  A 
Scots  burgh  was  administered  by  self- 
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elected  magistrates;  these  magiatratea 
were  appointed  to  their  offices  for  oom 
year ;  and,  defacto^  they  went  out  of  office 
at  the  end  of  the  year ;  but  then  they  ap« 
pointed  their  successors,  and  they  took 
care  to  nominate  persons  who  would  no* 
minate  them  as  successors  in  turn.  But 
the  system  of  the  Scots  burghs  was  not 
only  the  self-election  of  magistrates,  but 
these  self-elected  magistrates  and  council 
were  paramount  to  all  authority;  for 
whatever  injury  they  did  in  their  capacitjr 
of  magistrates,  the  inhabitants  were  with- 
out redress.  He  meant  for  whatever  was 
done  by  them  in  their  o£Bcial  capacity-.* 
the  dilapidation  of  funds  entrusted  to 
them,  the  contracting  of  debt,  or  other- 
wise. In  all  such  cases  there  was  no 
remedy.  It  so  happened  lately,  in  tho 
case  of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  that  tbo 
election  of  magistrates  having  been  illegal, 
was  reduced  b}*  the  court  of  Session.  But 
this  did  not  invalidate  the  position  he  had 
laid  down,  that  for  whatever  acta  were 
done  by  the  magistrates,  there  was  no 
redress.  For  an  election  was  only  redu- 
cible at  some  one  of  these  self-elected 
magistrates,  while  they  were  unaniraoua 
and  agreed  in  their  iniquity,  themselves 
complained  of  the  election.  The  magis- 
trates elected  in  the  difi'erent  burghs  might 
be  disqualified,  yet  there  existed  no  au- 
thority for  setting  aside  the  election.  In 
Aberdeen,  the  election  made  towards  the 
latter  end  of  1817  was  declared  illegal 
and  reduced.  But  an  action  could  be 
brought  by  no  one  who  was  not  a  '*  con- 
stituent member*'  of  the  meeting  at  which 
the  wrong  was  done.  And  it  was  merely 
from  the  casual  circumstance  (though  the 
abuse  had  been  so  gross  as  it  was),  that 
two  assistant  counsellors,  who  had  been 
called  in  to  complete  the  number  of  per- 
sons requisite  to  constitute  a  legal  meet- 
ing, and  who  thus  became  "  constitutional 
members*'  of  the  meeting,  and  as  such 
had  lent  themselves  to  the  complaint,— it 
was  owing  wholly,  he  said,  to  that  casual 
circumstance,  that  any  action  could  be 
instituted.  The  magistrates  and  council 
were  not  only  self-elected,  but  unaccount- 
able and  unamenable  to  any  one  so  long 
as  they  continued  magistrates,  and  were 
either  unanimous  in  their  proceedings,  or 
chose  to  screen  each  other  by  refusing  to 
complain.  Neither  the  suffering  burgesses 
nor  the  suffering  inhabitants  had  any  legal 
competency  to  bring  an  action  against 
their  magistrates  for  official  conductor  mil* 
conduct,  however  gross  and  oppressive 
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the  election  having  been  set  Bside  by  the 
Court  of  SeMton,  by  which  the  magistrates 
were  displaced,  though  the  burgh  itself 
was  not  disfranchised,  the  usual  and  re- 
gular course  of  proceeding  was,  to  apply 
to  the  Crown  for  a  warrant  to  the  par- 
ties interested,  to  elect  new  magistrates. 
Accordingly,  four  petitions  were  presented 
for  this  purpose  to  his  majesty  in  coun- 
cil ;  a  petition  from  the  very  magistrates 
who  made  the  election  which  had  been 
reduced  by  law.  A  petition  from  SO  or 
40  of  their  adherents;  and  there  were 
also  a  petition  from  the  burgesses  and 
heriotera  to  the  number  of  above  600,  and 
a  petition  from  the  incorporated  trades. 
The  two  former  petitions,  which  may  be 
regarded  as  the  same,  asked  that  the  old 
magistrates  might  elect  the  new — the  two 
latter  asked,  that  the  new  magistrates 
might  be  elected  by  poll  of  the  bur- 
gesses as  was  usual  in  such  a  case.  The 
conseouence  of  the  application,  however^ 
was,  tliat  a  warrant  was  issued  to  the  old 
magistrates,  ordaining  them  to  elect  new 
ones.  The  effect  of  this  measure  was  to 
annul  the  decision  of  the  court  of  session, 
and  to  render  it  of  no  effect* 

He  knew  not  who  had  been  the  secret 
advisers  of  his  majesty's  ministers  on  this 
occasion,  but  he  presumed  it  was  the 
learned  lord  (Advocate).  The  sum  and 
substance  of  his  motion  was,  that  the 
House  should  call  for  the  papers  that 
were  laid  before  the  privy  council  on  this 
occasion,  and  those  that  were  laid  before 
the  law  officers  of  the  crown  when  they 
gave  the  advice  that  the  warrant  in  ques- 
tion should  be  issued,  that  the  House 
might  be  in  full  possession  of  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  In  Aberdeen 
the  House  would  see  exemplified  the 
gross  system  of  the  Scots  burghs  in  an 
admirable  manner.  The  administration  of 
this  burgh  had  been  a  system  of  fraud  and 
injustice,  such  as  could  scarcely  be  de- 
acribed.  No  man  could  contemplate  what 
had  taken  place  in  that  burgh,  and  still 
less  enter  into  the  details  of  it,  without 
being  shocked  to  think  that  such  a  system 
could  be  allowed  to  continue  so  long. 
The  system  was,  he  would  not  say  merely 
unfit  to  prevail,  but  it  was  .so  radically 
defective,  that  he  would  defy  any  set  of 
men  to  contrive  a  system  of"^  abuse 
more  complete  in  all  its  parts  than  that 
of  the  burghs  of  Scotland.  This  was  not 
the  first  time  the  subject  had  been 
brought  before  the  House.  Thirty  years 
ago  the  House  had  referred  a  complaint 


against  this  system  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, and  that  committee  reported,  that 
all  the  evils  complained  of  were  proved 
to  exist.  Then  the  war  broke  out,  which 
prevented  any  remedy  from  being  thought 
of.  There  was,  too,  at  that  time  an  in- 
fluence which  ruled  Scotland  with  an 
imperious  kind  of  sway,  an  influence 
which  set  itself  directly  against  all  re- 
moval of  abuses  like  those  in  question 
[Hear,  hear! J.  He  wished  to  know 
in  what  manner  honourable  gentlemen 
could  undertake  to  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  granting  one  warrant  or  other,  if  not 
on  what  Uie  petitions  themselves  stated. 
Now  it  so  happened,  in  the  case  of  Aber- 
deen, that  the  magistrates  themselves  bore 
testimony  to  the  impossibility  of  redressing 
the  aflbirs  of  that  burgh,  except  the  system 
was  changed ;  and  they  had  publicly  re- 
corded that  opinion,  and  yet  his  majesty*a 
ministers  had  thrown  the  burgh  into  the 
hands  of  those  very  men  who  declared 
that  the  power  could  not  be  exercised 
by  them  to  any  good  purpose.  He  asked 
gentlemen  to  judge  of  the  case  from  the 
facts  themselves.  He  was  only  stating 
the  truth  when  he  said  that  the  system 
of  Aberdeen  dissolved  from  its  own  rot- 
tenness. It  had  been  dissolved  by  no 
power  on  earth  but  by  its  own  rottenness 
itself.  This,  indeed,  was  proved  by  the 
plain  and  simple  fact,  which  occurred  at 
the  election  to  which  he  was  alluding. 
For  out  of  nineteen  persons  c*lected  to 
office,  only  six  could  be  induced  to  ac- 
cept. This  mischief  was  so  palpable  which 
the  system  had  effected,  and  the  particular 
and  immediate  evils  were  so  pressing, 
that  only  six  out  of  nineteen  could  find 
courage  to  continue  officially  their  own 
work.  And  yet  his  majesty's  ministera 
had  thought  proper  to  continue  ihat 
system.  He  had  not  stated  any  thing 
which  he  could  not  prove.  He  defied 
any  gentlemen  opposite  to  say  that  he 
had  asserted  any  one  thing  which  waa 
not  fact.  As  one  of  the  proofs  that  the 
burgh  had  dissolved  in  the  rottenness  in- 
herent in  the  system,  he  would  mention, 
that  the  burgh  had  declared  itself  bank- 
rupt. And  for  what  sum  ?  For  230,000^. 
He  saw  the  learned  lord  smile ;  but  he 
assured  him  he  knew  of  no  evil  within  his 
memory;  he  knew  no  municipal  evil 
which  had  given  rise  to  more  extensive 
discontent  and  to  more  discredit  than  that 
had  done  [Hear,  hear!],  and  it  was 
likely  to  give  rise  to  still  more  extensive 
mischief.    Some  of  the  petttiona  before 
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tlw  H#use  Slated,  that  the  inhabitanta 
vare  liable  to  the  debts  contracte4  by 
Ibcsa  self-aleeted  inagisiratea.  But  what 
did  it  signify  in  regard  to  the  rottenness 
•f  the  burgh,  whether  this  «ra9  the  case 
nr  not  i  The  burgesses  to  the  number  of 
tiDO  were  liable  fur  the  debts,  or  the 
eceditors  lost  the  money,  amounting  also 
to  6QD.  He  hoped  the  learned  lord  would 
gina  some  explanation  as  to  who  was  to 
be  the  nltiroate  loser,  whether  the  bur- 
gesses Of  the  creditoru  ?  At  the  last  elec- 
tion there  was  not  less  than  2,000/.  a  year 
of  de^cseooy  of  the  revenues  to  pay  the 
interest  of  the  debt.  The  blame  of  this 
4id  not  attach  to  the  men  who  happened 
then  to  be  at  the  head  of  affiiirs;  the  thing 
bad  been  going  on  for  twenty  years.  He 
bad  doeumaata,  which  he  could  read  to 
she  House,  establishing  these  facts,  but 
he  wpuld  not  read  them,  unless  the  facts 
vera  contradicted  by  the  opposite  party. 
Of  tbe  debt  due,  not  less  than  57,000/. 
had  been  borrowed  to  pay  interest  alone. 
It  jsas  an  annual  custom  in  the  burgh  to 
4aall  together  certain  persons  on  behalf  of 
|be  burgesses  at  a  regular  legal  court,  to 
kear  tbe  accounts  stated.  It  was  curious, 
4hat  whenever  any  law  was  passed,  from 
svhicb  there  was  something  like  a  hope 
ihat  the  evil  flight  be  corrected,  those 
vbo  entertained  the  hope  were  sure  to 
he  disappointed.  At  that  meeting,  sp 
^Iled,  by  legal  authority,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  promulgating  to  those  con- 
cerned, annually,  the  state  of  their  ac- 
iKOunts*  no  mention  was  ever  made  of  that 
930,000/.,  nor  was  any  portion  of  it  ever 
introduced  at  all  into  the  official  accounts. 
The  whole  was  secret.  The  inhabitants 
found  themselves  for  twenty  years  de- 
luded and  deceived  by  those  men  who 
soayaged  the  burgh,  and  for  whose  conti* 
wance  in  office  the  learned  lord  was  so 
•nvious. 

•  There  was  one  fact  which  he  should 
BOS  now  state,  if  he  were  not  satisfied 
^f  its  veracity.  He  would  state  to  the 
House,  that  of  the  030,000/.  contracted 
by  these  seif-elected  magistrates,  a  large 

Jiroportion  waa  contracted  by  false  and 
brged  minutes.  He  should  like  to  hear 
Ihe  learned  lord  deny  this.  To  give  this 
towo  to  this  system  was  delivering  up 
between  SO  and  40,000  inhabitants  to 
military  execution  — it  was  giving  carte 
Uanche  to  injustice,  fraud  and  oppression. 
He  did  aver,  on  authority  which,  was  not 
like  to  be  contradicted,  that  a  great  part 
9(  this  debt  was  contracted  on  false  and 
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foiged  minutes*  Because  they  could  not 
prevail  on  all  tbe  junto  to  enter  into  all 
these  measures,  sometimes  a  few  got  t^ 
gether  for  the  purpose  of  committing 
the^e  depredations  on  the  public.  And 
he  was  positive,  and  could  produce  proof 
of  the  fact,  that  a  large  part  of  this  debs 
was  not  only  clandestinely  but  fraudu- 
lently contracted— And  be  it  remembered, 
that  debt  could  not  be  contracted  at  aU» 
without  the  appattvi  authority  of  a  meet* 
ing  of  the  magistrates  and  an  appareni 
signature  of  names.  lo  this  case,  ths 
names,  or  the  authority  given,  or  botb,r 
had  been  used  fraudulently,  if  not  actusUj 
forged;  and  indeed  the  published,  ror 
corded  declaration  of  the  parties  them- 
selves,— the  agents  or  the  accessories  t^ 
this  guilt.  He  would  now  read  what 
were  the  sentiments  pf  the  magistrates 
themselves*  when  they  went  out  of  office* 
If  be  bad  no  other  authority  than  thi^ 
be  would  say>  that  bis  majesty's  mintstera 
had  done  what  was  injurious  to  the 
country,  and  dit^graceful  to  themselvea* 
In  1817,  when  the  system  dissolved  by  its 
own  rottenpess,  of  the  19  persons  elected^ 
only  six  would  accept  of  the  office.  Si 
obnoxious  bad  the  system  become,  that 
the  magistrates  who  wont  out  thought 
proper,  whether  from  compunction  or 
hypocrisy  he  could  not  tell,  to  put  oft 
record  tnis  Proclamation  :— 

<f  Council  Chamber,  Aberdeen,  Sept* 
19,  1-817.— In  justice  to  themselves,  how* 
ever,  they  are  desirous  to  place  upoa 
record  their  sentiments  and  opinions,  in 
reference  to  some  of  the  various  topicf 
arising  out  of  tbe  embarrassments  of  tbe 
city  treasury.  This  has  become  thft 
more  necessary,  from  their  having  dia^ 
covered,  that,  in  their  efforts  for  the  re^ 
storation  of  public  confidence,  their  mo- 
tives have  been  misconstrued  and  per* 
verted,  and  their  proposals  and  plana  re* 
oeived  with  a  degree  of  prejudice  and 
distrust,  which  they  will  be  bold  .enough 
to  say,  their  personal  and  private  charac* 
ters  were  sufficient  to  invalidate  and  dis« 
prove.  Be  this  as  it  may,  they  are  aware, 
that  the  sincerity  of  their  intentions  can 
be  known, but  by  few,  and  may  be  doubted 
by  many ;  and,  therefore,  they  here  rei* 
terate  their  decided  opinion,  that  the  pre* 
sent  mode  of  election  of  the  town  council, 
and  management  of  the  town's  affiiirs,  are 
radically  defective  and  improvident,  tend* 
ing  to  give  to  any  individual  or  party, 
who  may  be  so  inclined,  an  excessive  and 
unnatural  preponderance;  and  to  £DStgt 
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iM  c^ti^ottrage  a  syttera  of  conbealroent, 
tUider  iirhich  the  most  uprigbt  and  best 
iiitentidiied  rtiigiitratdi  may  not  be  able 
to  abquire  that  thorough  knowledge  of 
tte  situation  of  the  bargb,  which  is  re- 

SMte  for  ihe  due  administration  of  its 
sirs.  l*he  sabscrifaers  are,  therefore, 
6f  obinion,  thilt  some  change  ought  to  be 
^ffi^cted  in  the  manner  of  electing  the 
eotfndl,  and  an  effectual  control  gfren 
tbtM  citizen^  oret  the  expenditare  of 
the  tdwn*s  office-bearers.  (Signed)  Alex. 
TtmB&f  Alex.  Duncan,  Alex.  Br6wn, 
James  Milne»  Charles  Hacket,  William 
]^ead,  Gavin  Hadden,  James  Hadden,  P. 
Tajrlbr,  Alex.  Simpson,  Qeo.  Thomson, 
Alex.  Galen.  D.  Chalihers,  Jas.  Cantly, 
Kobert  Walker,  H.  Gordon,  William 
IrUmsden.** 

When  these  gentlemen  say  that  It  en- 
(Uraraged  a  system  of  concealnifent,  they 
alluded  to  the  part  of  the  debt  contracted 
on  false  and  fabricated  minutes,  thongfa 
h^  dar^d  to  say  dome  of  the  gentlemen 
Wbtt  signed  the  minute  were  ignohmt 
tSieittsdves  of  that  circumstance.  Of  the 
ittaglstrates  who  did  accept  the  office  that 
^Bi  thrown  upori  them,  one  publicly 
tftated  the  groimds  on  which  he  did  so,  to 
die  fl^lloWing  effect :  he  would  haVe  de- 
clined, he  snd,  ^tering  into  office,  unless 
in  the  hope  that  his  colleagues  would 
doAcfiir  It  iln  application  to  the  supreme 
adtboritr,  to  reform  the  burgh  on  a  prin- 
ciple of  mutiial  confidence  between  the 
magistrates  and  citizens.    When  Uie  ma- 

S'ltrates  had  cone  on  electing  one  ano- 
€r  for  twenfy  yeats,  and  now  and  then 
introdticing  k  stranger,  it  was  impossible 
t6  itiy  who  i^ere  and  who  were  not  guilty. 
He  ctmld  odly  judge  the  case  by  what 
had  been  done  by  die  official  body, 
and  by  the  jgrois  and  disgraceful  and 
nrinous  resui!.  But  of  those  men,  who 
dijdhi^6d  they  Cbuld  not  take  office 
bonesdy  under  tbe  present  system,  several 
had  been  found  to  join  in  a  petition  to 
have  the  system  continued  unaltered,  and 
bad  joihea  diei^  authority  to  defeat  the 
aitibos  befok«  the  court  of  session  for  the 
refbrmadori  of  the  burgh  there  could  be 
to  difficulty  in  deciding  that  they  afforded 
a  singular  instance  of  versatility  or  hypo- 
ctisy,  and  had  acted  in  a  manner  to  pro- 
duce the  greatest  possible  mischief  to  the 
burfth,  and  l9ie  greatest  possible  discredit 
Uf  tnemselVea;  He  bagged  to  be  under- 
ifabd,  for  the  reasoti  he  had  before  suted 
rtM  difficulty  of  iBicrimhiaUng  between 
nk  Uddeent  stnd  the  gculty],  that  he  did 
(VOL.XXXIX.} 


not  apply  his  cehstire  to  aH  the  magls« 
trates  of  Aberdeen,  who  had  been  IH 
office  the  last  twenty  years — theie  may 
have  been  some,  innocent  themselves  of 
all  wrong.— But  lis  the  whole  mischief  has 
been  done  by  the  official  body— as  thai 
body  is  self-elected— and  also  uoaccount- 
able  to  any  one  but  themielves,  that 
body  must  be  held  responsible  in  fiict,  ai^ 
well  as  in  iostice,  forahe  monstroils  evil 
which  has  long  beenproduced,  and  which 
is  now  disdoMd.  llie  worst  of  all  thiy 
was,  that  under  the  pre^nt  system  it  wU 
legd ;— or  at  least  it  was  so  far  legal,  that 
there  existed  no  lesal  remedy.  He  had 
no  hesitadon  in  saying,  diat  with  all  thia 
iniquity  staring  them  in  the  face,  if  the  ma- 
gistrates were  called  to  the  bar,  and  chosi^ 
to  add  audacity  to  their  other  offences, 
they  had  a  rieht  to  say— *«  We  hate  &oM 
all  this ;  we  have  contracted  the  debti  t 
We  have  made  tlie  declafadon.  and  we 
have  afterwards  abjured  it ;  ana  we  dfefy 
you  to  call  us  to  account.'*  The  court  of 
session  had  decided  that  it  had  no  jnria*' 
diction,  the  court  of  Excheooer  had  de* 
clared  that  it  had  no  jurisdiction,  and 
therefore  it  was  that  he  called  on  the 
Housef  to  interfiere  [Hear,  hear !].  It  wai 
slittled,  that  the  magistrates  could  bi^ 
called  to  account  for  nothing  done  in  thiHt 
dffice  as  magistrates,  neither  by  any 
burgess  of  the  town,  nor  by  any  debtor 
nor  creditor  to  thete  monfttrous  and  clan^ 
destine  accounts,  nor  by  any  autfioritV 
but  themselves — the  learned  lord  or  hn 
majesty's  ministers  had  upheld  and  eon^ 
dnued  this  authority  and  this  system,  and 
it  was  on  this  ground  that  the  case  called 
for  the  interference  of  the  legislature* 

He  had  now  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  conduct  of  those  per-* 
sons  who  had  advised  the  issuing  of  the 
warrant  in  question.  A  year  bdbre  the 
burgh  of  Aberdeen  had  been  disfhin* 
chi^,  the  same  event  had  happened  to 
the  burgh  of  Montrose ;  and  not  only  was 
a  warrant  granted  to  the  burgesses  to 
elect  their  magistrates  (in  the  Scots  law 
phrase,  a  poU  warrant),  but  a  change  wai 

granted  in  the  set  or  constitution  of  the 
urgb.  What  it  was  incumbent  on  the 
lord  advocate  to  explain  therefore  wa% 
why  in  the  one  case  he  had  granted  to 
Mdnti'os^  what  the  inhabitants  of  the 
burgh  had  a  right  to  expect,  and  in  dii 
other  case  of  Aberdeen,  why  he  had  di^ 
regarded  not  only  the  claim  of  jdsd^  attd 
the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants,  but  ef M 
the  precedent  wbitoh  be  had  hh&self  eiti^ 
(4NJ 
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blished.  The  course  which  had  been 
pursued  in  the  case  of  Montresei  and 
avoided  in  the  case  of  Aberdeeo,  was 
what  the  inhabitants  of  the  burghs  had  a 
right  to  expect  in  poh'cy,  in  discretion, 
and|  as  he  tnought,  in  law.  But  if  the 
restoration  of  the  former  magistrates  was 
warranted  by  law,  was  it  to  oe  said  that 
the  ministers  were  justified  in  saying  that 
they  would  inflict  an  evil  merely  because 
it  was  not  illegal?  Were  they  not  as 
much  bound  to  administer  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  crown  for  the  benefit  of  the 
subject,  as  to  guard  against  direct  viola- 
tions of  law  [Hear,  hear !]  He  could  not 
pretend  to  state  whether  this  noxious 
advice— which  he  thought  not  onl^  nox- 
iousy  but  also  illegal — ^had  been  given  to 
the  Crown  by  the  ministers  generally,  or 
by  the  sole  sanction  of  the  learned  lord ; 
but  this  he  would  state  confidently,  that» 
if  any  person,  actuated  by  a  treacherous 
hostility  to  the  lord  advocate  had  wished 
to  render  him  at  once  ridiculous  and  ob- 
noxious in  Scotland,  he  would  have  ad- 
vised him  to  act  as  he  had  done  in  the 
ease  of  Aberdeen,  after  what  he  had  done 
for  Montrose ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  that 
they  should  hear  some  account  of  the 
reason  of  proceedings  so  diametrically  at 
variance  as  the  two  precedents  of  the 
learned  lord.  The  warrant  to  Montrose 
was  a  warrant  to  the  burgesses  to  elect, 
known  by  the  name  of  a  poll  warrant : 
that  to  Aberdeen  was  one  iui  generis^ 
which,  under  such  circumstances,  in  his 
opinion,  the  counsel  were  legally  unable 
to  issue.  But  he  did  not  at  that  time  ask 
the  House  to  censure  the  ministers,  but 
merely  to  compel  the  production  of 
papers  which  would  put  them  in  a  situa- 
tion to  judge  of  the  nature  of  the  case. 
The  gentlemen  opposite  would  no  doubt 
say,  that  they  had  done  not  only  so  right, 
but  so  unquestionably  right,  that  they 
would  present  no  papers  to  the  House  on 
the  subject ;  but  he  had  found  by  expe- 
rience that  it  was  not  in  those  cases  in 
which  their  conduct  was  most  correct, 
that  the^  were  most  anxious  to  withhold 
information;  and  he  was  persuaded  that 
the  more  the  matter  was  examined,  the 
more  it  would  be  shown  that  theyjiad 
acted  unjustly  to  Aberdeen,  discreditably 
to  themselves,  and  in  a  manner  to  dig* 

Sust  Scotland.  In  the  case  of  Montrose, 
le  government  had  proceeded  with  every 
formality.  The  warrant  had  been  com- 
muoicated  through  the  sherifi^  who  took 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  lord  advo« 
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cate  for  the  measure.    At  that  time  m 
paper  was  published,  which  purported  to 
be  the  report  of  the  lord  advocate  on  the 
case  of  Montrose,  which  had  never  been 
disclaimed,  and  which  he  should  take  the 
liberty  of  reading.     The  lord  advocate 
might,  of  course,  disown  it,  if  it  were 
not   authentic.    The  Report   contained, 
these  words :— <'  We  are  further  of  opi-. 
nion,  that  it  would  be  of  public  utility,, 
for  the  good  government  of  the  burgh, 
that  instead  of  the  old  councillors  elect* 
ioff  the  new,*'  the  measures  should  be 
taken  which  the  Report  described.    Now 
if  in  the  case  of  Montrose,  it  was  proper 
to  take  into  account  "  public  utMity,'' 
and  '*  the  good  government  of  the  burgh," 
whj  were   these    considerations    to  be 
omitted  in  the  case  of  Aberdeen,  in  which 
the  magistrates  themselves  had  declared 
that  no  men  on  earth  could  govern  with^ 
advantage  to  the  burgh  under  the  present 
svstem  [Hear,  hear!].  If  the  Crown  was 
thus  to  proceed  on  no  fixed  or  definitive 
plan ;  if  no  mode  of  reviving  lapsed  map 
gistrates  were  to  be  adhered  to  of  certain 
legality  and  of  universal  application,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  say,  now  far  the 
powers  of  the  Crown — that  is  of  minis^ 
ters,  might  be  carried,  nor  where  their, 
usurpations  of  power  might  end.   All  the! 
power  of  the  burghs  witn  relation  to  the 
election  of  members  of  parliament  would 
necessarily  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
the  Crown.    It  was  always  in  the  power, 
of  the  self-constituted  juntos  to  commit 
wilful  errors  which  would  terminate  their 
own  legal  existence,  and  to  renew  it  on 
any  terms  whicli  the  Crown  might  please» 
And  if  one  burgh  might  do  this,  many 
might  do  it—either  at  their  own  pleasure, 
or  at  the  suggestion,  indirectly,  of  the 
Crown  itself;  the  mischief  too  would  be 
more  apparent  to  this  House,  and  more 
noxious  in  itself,  when  it  was  considered, 
that  the  Crown  claimed,  and  in  this  case, 
had  exercised  the  extraordinary  power  of 
nominating  electors,  from  among  private 
individuals,  whose  o£Scial  existence  had  ^ 
completely  ceased;  and  in  the  case  of 
the  warrant  for  Aberdeen,  it  was  in  fact 
granted  to  persons  who  had  no  legal  cha- 
racter.   It  might  as  well  have  .been  di- 
rected  to  any  nineteen  individuals  in  the 
kingdom  as  to  the  nineteen  gentlemen  in 
Aberdeen ;  they  were  not  at  that  time 
actuallj^  either  councillors  or  office-bear* 
ers,  as  it  was  nothing  that  they  had  been 
m  office,  as  their  official  character  had. 
been  long  at  an  end.    In  consequence  of^ 
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the  disfranchisement  of  Aberdeen,  and 
the  delay  which'  had  taken  place  respect- 
ing it  (but  which  he  did  no^wish  to  cen- 
sure], Aberdeen  had  at  present  no  mem- 
ber in  the  House.  Was  this  a  matter  of 
small  conseauence  ?  There  were  no  less 
than  two  other  burghs  in  the  same  situa- 
tion, Inverness  and  Edinburgh,  which 
were  for  the  time  disfranchised.  As  for 
the  right  hon.  member  opposite  (Mr.  W. 
Dundas),  who  was  called  by  courtesy 
member  for  Edinburgh,  no  one  could  say 
whether  he  legally  was  member  for  that 

Elace;  and  if  the  disfranchisement  of  that 
ui^h  were  not  reversed,  the  House 
woiud  have  a  representative  sitting  among 
them  elected  without  electors.  It  was 
due  to  justice  to  state,  that  there  were 
several  exceptions  t6  the  general  miauity 
or  improvidence  which  characterized  the 
administration  of  the  Scots  burghs,  but 
they  were  exceptions  to  be  attributed  to 
individual  character,  and  not  to  the  system 
itself.  There  was  for  instance  Glasgow, 
which  was  called  to  his  mind  by  the  sight 
of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Finlay),  who  had 
been  provost  of  that  city ;  and  he  had  no 
doubt,  that  if  the  system  of  the  burgh  had 
been  different,  his  hon.  friend  would  have 
been  elected  in  the  same  manner  by  the 
voice  of  the  inhabitants,  and  would  have 
felt  more  gratified  if  elected  by  the  bur- 
gesses than  by  15  self-constituted  indi- 
viduals. Another  borough  was  that  of 
Kinghom,  which  had  reformed  itself; 
but  he  would  appeal  to  his  gallant  friend 
(general  Fergusson)  whether  this  was  not 
a  purely  voluntary  act  on  the  part  of  the 
members  of  the  corporation.  It  was  no 
part  of  the  system  itself— but  a  complete 
exception  to  it  The  natural  tendency  of 
Che  system  was,  to  foster  and  protect  and 
perpetuate  misrule,  and  therefore  it  was, 
that  in  his  general  condemnation  of  the 
burgh  system,  he  should  not  exclude 
even  Kinghom  or  Glasgow,  in  which  the 
evils  of  it  were  counteracted  by  the  vir- 
tues of  individuals. 

There  were  circumstances  which  he 
ou^hc  to  mention  to  show  the  state  into 
which  the  renovation  of  the  old  council 
in  Aberdeen  had  thrown  the  burgh.  As 
■oop  as  the  magistrates  entered  upon 
dieir  duties,  two  members  of  the  corpo- 
ration who  enjoyed  pensions  out  of  the 
corporation  funds  as  guild-brothers,  and 
who  had  been  applicants  to  the  court  of 
session  for  the  legal  disfranchisement  of 
the  burgh,  were,  for  this  past  offence 
flgtinst  id[f<onatitutedcorporatiiMia,. de- 


spoiled of  their  pensions.  Thus,  ^  it 
would  be  seen,  that  this  self-electing 
system  was  as  tyrannical  and  oppressive 
to  individuals,  as  it  was  injurious  and  in« 
suiting  to  the  community  which  it  pre- 
tended to  regulate  and  to  serve.  No 
complaint  would  have  been  brought  before 
a  court  of  law,  but  by  these  two  persons, 
who  had  only  been  enabled  to  do  it  by 
chance,  by  being  called  in  to  complete  a 
legal  meeting,  and  who  became  tliereby 
constituent  members  so  far  as  to  satisfy 
the  act  of  Geo.  2nd,  affording  this  casual 
remedy.  It  would  also  be  seen  what  har« 
mony  existed  in  the  burgh  from  the  fol- 
lowing fact:  The  provost  had  called  a 
meeting  of  the  hentors,  subsequently  te 
which  he  declared  that  they  bad  aotbo* 
rized  a  new  assessment.  When  this  as« 
sertion  was  publicly  made,  another  meet* 
ing  was  called  by  some  gentlemen  who 
had  been  present  at  .the  former  one,  who 
declared  publicly,  and  signed  their  namea 
to  their  assertion,  that  at  the  meeting  ift 
question,  the  proposition  of  an  assessment 
had  not  been  agreed  to,  or  even  brought 
forward.  Now,  whether  the  provost  of 
Aberdeen  had  been  guilty  of  a  deliberate 
falsehood  he  did  not  mean  to  discuss,  but 
the  occurrence  would  show  the  spirit 
which  reigned  in  the  town. 

He  apologized  for  havine  thus  long 
troubled  the  House,  but  he  nad  been  in- 
duced to  do  so  by  the  manner  in  which 
the  question  had  been  treated  by  the  mi- 
nisterial side  of  the  House.  He  would  now 
put  it  to  them  whether  they  would  give 
their  sanction  to  a  system  founded  in 
fraud,  iniquity,  and  insult,  which  he  was 
convinced  no  twelve  men  chosen  from  the 
side  of  the  House  opposite  to  him  would, 
if  acting  as  jurymen,  undertake  to  support. 
He  would  put  it  to  them,  not  as  ministers 
or  members  of  parliament,  but  as  men« 
whether  they  would  wish  to  perpetuate 
that  scourge  to  Scotland  ?  The  production 
of  the  papers  which  he  now  moved  for 
would  imply  no  censure  on  the  ministers* 
However  much  he  himself  might  think 
they  deserved  censure,  the  order  oF  the 
House  for  the  production  of  the  papers, 
would  imply  no  more  than  that  the  case 
required  turther  investigation ;  and  surely 
the  documents  which  had  guided  this  ex- 
traordinary decision  for  a  crown  warrant 
to  the  former  and  defunct  magistrates  to 
elect,  instead  of  the  usual  mode  of  a  war- 
rant to  the  burgesses  to  elect,  could  not 
lead  the  House  to  censure  ministers,  if 
that  censure  was  uodeservsd.    In  order» 
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])ow«v«f ,  to  prevent  the  facte  of  the  caac* 
eqd  tl^e  errort  of  the  system  from  being 
pY^v^lielined  by  poinU  of  law,  and  ob- 
•p^r§d  oy  laW'SpeecheSi  there  was  one  of 
the  Pf4)erf  before  the  priyy  councili  which 
would  be  the  last  he  should  move  for,  viz. 
the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
crown*  '  The  opinion  which  he  bad 
been  able  to  form  by  conversation  with 
tb^  ableat  counsel  was,  that  the  decision 
of  tbo  law  officers  was  illeeal.  It  waa 
cio^^ful  at  legist ;  for  out  of  80  cases  in 
W^ich  the  old  councils  had  expired,  in  24 
|>pll  VFanants  had  been  granted,  and  in 
six,  w^rraQte  bad  been  issued  to  the  old 
^uncils.  Gut  of  the  six  in  only  one  had 
•  warrant  been  issued,  after  all  the  preli- 
minary steps  as  in  the  present  case,  and 
in  no  on^  ^ase  in  all  circumstances  like 
that  of  Aberdeen.  Whether  he  should 
Vko^e  for  this  paper,  he  should  reserve  to 
lumae|f  the  power  of  considering,  as  he  did 
not  wjish  to  narrow  the  case  to  the  legal 
gvestion.  The  three  other  papers  were, 
1,  The  Warrant  iteelf.  2.  The  Petitions 
in  the  case.  3.  The  Precedente  on  which 
Ibe  proceediQg  was  founded.  The  noble 
lord  then  concluded  by  moving  an  Ad** 
dress  to  the  Prince  Regent,  for  <<  a  Copy 
Qf  the  Warrant  of  the  Crown  issued  for 
the  Election  of  Magistrates  of  the  Burgh 
of  Aberdeen  in  the  year  1818."  The 
noble  lord  sat  down  amidst  loud  and 
general  cheerinff. 

.  The  Lind  Advocate*  began  by  observ- 
Kig,  that  being  but  one  of  ue  law  officers 
of  the  crown,  and  the  one,  he  was  con^ 
4^iou4,  the  least  entitled  to  so  particular 
^  distinction,  he  had  perhaps  been  more 
personally  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  than  was  alto- 
gether sanctioned  by  the  situation  in  which 
be  was  himself  placed,  or  by  established 
and  parliamentary  usage,  tiad  the  noble 
lord  proceeded  in  a  different  manner,  he 
oertamly  would  have  been  more  inclined 
to  have  left  the  defence  of  the  measure 
in  question  in  the  hands  of  his  honour- 
able and  learned  friends  near  him,  who 
were,  b  all  respecto,  so  much  better  qua- 
lified than  himself  for  conducting  this  of 
any  other  discussion ;  but  singled  out  as 
he  had  been,  by  the  noble  lord,  in  a 
way  so  pointed  and  unusuaU  and  having 
QA  desire  whatever  to  shrink  from  Uiat 
responsibility  which,  for  reasons  best 
ItoowQ  to  himself,  it  appeared  to  be  so 

*  From  the  original  edition  published 
hj  Mftnoers  aod  Miller  of  Edinburgh. 


Roifol  Bur^'T' 


am 


particularly  the  object  of  th^  npble  lor^ 
to  attach  personally  to  him,  be  availed 
himself  of  th^arliest  opportunity  afforded 
him  in  the d^ate of  ftating  thatne s1)qm{4 
oppose  the  motion,  which  h^4  JH^t  ^ei^ 
submitted  to  the  Hquse,  aa  qne  altogether 
unnecessary,  inexpedient,  find  uncalled 
for.  He  did  so  (he  rather,  because,  al- 
though the  noble  lord  )iad  no  ri^ht  to  al- 
lude so  particular^  to  him,  as  the  law 
adviser  of  tlie  crown  in  the  ins^anc^  ia 
question,  yet  he  must  himself  feel  that 
from  its  being  more  especially  hia  duty 
to  have  done  his  utnooet  to  b^^ome  ac- 
quainted with  the  peculiar  lawf  find  uaagef 
of  Scotland,  before  presuming  to  ^ep( 
the  situation  in  which  he  waa  plac^  he 
ought  to  be  more  particuhurly  an^iona 
for  the  result  of  any  advice  which  tne  law 
officers  of  the  crown  tnight  be  called  upoi^ 
to  give  respecting  that  part  of  the  e^ipiret 
Indeed,  if  in  this  or  any  qase  it  abould 
appear  to  the  House,  or  to  the  country, 
that  erroneous  opinions,  in  matters  o<\[i- 
nected  with  the  law  of  Scotland,  bad  been, 
offered  to  the  crown,  he  was.  pensible  th^( 
the  chief  blame  must  rest  upon  himself, 
and  not  on  his  honourable  and  leam^l 
colleagues,  who  were  inevitably  liable  to 
be  misled  by  the  confidenco  which  he  fel( 
they  had,  with  such  kindness,  uniformly 
reposed  in  him  in  all  ouestions  of  that  de- 
scription. He  said  tnis  much,  from  no 
desire  of  presuming  to  arrogate  to  him- 
self a  pretension  to  such  confidence  an^ 
reliance*  On  the  contrary,  he  was  moat 
unaffectedly  sensible  of  the  superior  re- 
spect which  was  due  to  any  opinions  which 
might  be  entertained,  or  advice  which 
might  be  given,  by  his  learned  friends 
who  were  called  upon  to  advise  the  crown 
in  matters  of  law  in  this  part  of  the  king- 
dom. But  to  them  the  law  of  Scotland 
waa  necessarily  presjented  as  matter  of 
fact,  and,  with  it,  as  such,  they  could 
only  be  expected  to  become  acquainted, 
as  particular  cases  might  occur  fur  their 
consideration.  He  stood  in  a  different 
situation.  But  he  confidently  asserted, 
that  the  responsibility  attachmg  to  any 
advice  which  might  be  si^posed  to 
have  been  given  by  ^  l^w  officesa  of 
the  crown,  either  here  qii  in^  Scotland 
with  respect  to  that  nmsure  which  Kad 
been  so  loudly  condianuie^  ii(aa  one  ftom 
which  no  penKm  who  u^u}erst9od  tbla 
subject  would  be  in^line^  to,  shcink*  Foe 
he  waa  prepared  tp  al^ow,  that  the  lat^ 
w^iiqupt  10  the  city  (tf  Abar4eeB,  wu  ia 
every   t^jg^  (^  |1m^;  '^  k/^A  luff^ 
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gcp,^teA  b  the  saund  t%efdt^  pf  tji^dist 
cri^lipi^y  ppiv^r  vepf^  in  the  growi^  by 
lllfl  GOD^itdtioB;  fod  (in  qppositioa  to 
ibp  nobl^  )9rd  Aod  bit  le^msd  f|iend« 
rpupd  binOf  tp  /qpnte^d,  .t|i4^  it  w«i  IQ 
fUict  CQnforfPi^  wjth  the  practice  in 
•iaiilar  pi»^y  ^)rooi  th^  e^f li«st  bistpry  of 
ihB  lew  of  S<:o()fipd.  Upon  tbif  he  would 
T^  h«  app98ltlon  to  thp  preset  m^lion, 
be^uie  it  wet  plain  that  V  ^  fifpwn  bad 
bp^Q  advised  tp  dp  that  wMffb  we*  neither 
m\^\  nor  Qontrary  (p  |i)e  fpund  diacre^ 

}}9n  f^og^d  in  it  by,  the  ^^opstitution,  nor 
tft  tl^  pr^ncipAw  whlfib  bed  regulated  the 

pn^j)^  H^  C^^rn^ir  ti^qef  2  the  Hoo8e»  hfi 
u^^^d«4,  wpuW  not  i^c^  to  cell  for 
lb§  prwm^tbni  of  tha  pap?fa  apeci&ed  in 
d^  niocioi^  vbipb  bad  jnst  been  anbmitled 

fpr  »^  edoptipn, 

j[p  tbp^  fi«ft  pleM  hpuwer,  it  w»a  ne- 
mpry  to  advert  to  apiye  of  tboae  poinU 
whA^h  bijid  bee«  dwelt  on  by  the  noble 
lord,  ip  |be  f  omep  pf  the  vary  deaultory 
^Pl)^h  he  bed  JMSt  cene^Mded,  He  under* 

yi^pd  <be  n#b)e  lord  tf  tme  atated*  theft 
oBo  of  the.  grennda  nfNw  which  the  Hotaie 
yr^  pal)pd  OBep  tp  tpterlbra  19  the  t>«e- 
w>t  civici  WM  thill  4)iili  bar  the  law  of 
Scotland,  there  ijm  eo  r^atiapjr  ooa^petent 
to  the  nembpTf  of  the  eoqioffetion  of 
Abarde^  if  the  warr^t  in  ^n^tion  waa 
ip  i^elf  illegal  %  thilt.  (awi  it  wee  c %»- 
I«p4e4  they  np^u^  rfft  fwtiafied  vith.  and 

wibipit.  to  the  arbitrary  ov4w|pe  commiiied 

on  their  frppdom  by  the  orown,  eritbout 
>^iefii  pr  the.  mpana  pf  fedreaa.  Where 
ti/ifi  noble  Iprd  had  diaeovered  that  lo  be 
I^w  be  pppid  not  tell  I  but  he  wpa  oaetain* 
that,  it  waa  an  aiaertm  not  ««dy  in  itealf 
uttprty  enfopi¥M«  bMt  wbioh  noeie  of  the 
npble  lord'i  leafped.  frienda  neer  biapi 
WPHld  j^etepd  to  apaietaia.  For  there 
Qic^  npl  be  a  dovbti  that  if  that  warrant 
wof  il^pal,  and  if  it  e^^pppiaitvtionany  de* 
l^ivpd  the  biygoMea  of  Abe^laen  of  the 
rj^bt  of  appplyi^g  Uie  dafeet  whjcb  had 
%naep  ok  the  ppn>ocatjoa  of  the  bnrgb« 
every  boigef  s  of  that  town  bad  n  right  to 
bring  his  action  in  the  oourt  of  aeiaionj  to 
have  it  reduced  and  aet  a>ida»  That  pewer 
of  rp]^  wbioh  waa  e«ieipeteni  to  the  bur*? 
^piftjM,  pntered,  be  apprebeptded^  deeply 
uitp  tjbe  queitip^  before*  the  Hpuae;  bet 
ci^p^  it  waa  not  b^  the  o^dvaenF  practice 
pf  BWMaeiwnt  iot  ditoufa  a  ({veitron  of  pri- 
WM#  night  wbuQli  wove  fP?operly  bdo4^ 
t^  ifke  cooru  pf  law,  aaAtbr  wbioh  the 
cppaiilii^on.  a/ibrded  jbe  partiea  «Mppoaed 
to  be  aggrieved  an  eftciept  reinedyi.  In-: 
dfi^  wore  i|  ojiberniief  heaidoa  deii«  hi- 


Jpa^icp  f  o  the  partipf  ip^aeMed  by  attch 
prcjndipattpp,  parliament  oMght  be  pbced 
IP  tbia  very  awbward  pred>cetneiM»  thai 
ita  declared  opiniona  and  rpHilvtiona  ea  to 
the  pqinta  pf  biw .  inTolTed  in  the  diteua* 
iion,  migbt  pftarwprd*  be  oeetiedieted  by 
the  deciaion  of  the  cpurta  of  jndiGatnret  ft 
perh^qpt,  therefore,  would  have  been  enough 
to  bavp  aubmitted  ihia  Tiew  of  the  matter 
in  ppppaition  to  the  motien  of  the  Mble 
lordf  Bpt  it  waa  moit  desbeble*  not  only 
for  hia  learned  friends  and  falmiBlfy  but# 
what  waa  pf  ipfinitaty  greeier  bnportance, 
for  the  ppblipt  that  thja  pueation  thouU 
now  bo  fully  diweasedf  and  the  true  n»f 
ture  of  the  principWa  on  which  it  reaiedf 
and  pf  the  pbjeota  eetwiVy  in  tiow  fiiUy 
ppderatoodit  And  be  begged  leave,  tbpra* 
for  e»  tp  wPYe  tbia  €rit  end  ebvioua  croond 
fpr  palling  op  the  HometoNjeet  the  men 
tipn  of  tpo  noble  lord. 

)Ie  entireiy  dmanted  alao  from  another 
propoaition  maintpined  by  the  noble  lord. 
The  noble  lef4  had  mea^eenaepJy  depiw* 
pated  the  idee  that  the  paescBt  moiion  woe 
ppnnected  with  parliamentet y  reform  $  bea 
the  Hopie  cenid  not  fail  to  he  aatia^od 
fy^Mia  that  peneral  eod  ameping  eondei». 
nation  which  he  had  over  and  over  again 
in  tbe  oourio  of  bia  apeeeh  pronoooced 
ppon  tbe  whole  syatem  of  the  municipal 
gevemaBent  of  the  Sooteh  burgba,  that  (bp 
•uhataptial  object  in  tiew  waa  pariiampnn 
tary  reforob  and  nothing  eiae.  It  had,  im 
ftuptf  been  fairty  adanitted  that  the  ohjeca 
pontamplated  waa  an  alterarioB  of  tbe 
oonrtitotion  of  the  bnrgba  of  Scotland,  by 
overturning  what  the  noble  lord  bad  de* 
■ignated  ti^  corrupt  and  buaBnliatiag  mode 
of  aelf^lection  employed  for  perpetuating 
Arom  year  to  year  the  oomnBon^cottpcila 
of  the  hurgha.  Now  the  House  waa  aware 
that  it  waa  bX  ^boae  oommon^councib  ao 
alec^ted  that  the  repreaenlativea  of  the 
Scotch  burgha  were  choteo  and  sent  te 
that  House ;  and  if  either  tbe  made  oC 
election  or  tbe  qualifications  of  the  elec* 
toca  of  tboae  councils  should  be  changed, 
it  clearly  and  obvioualy  reauhed  tbas  a 
coareaposalinj;  dtevation  muat  be  made  in 
the  cooatitution  of  parliament, 

Tbcee  diadamaiieoa  of  the  noble  ksd, 
caleulnted  for  no  other  purpoae  than  tw 
misleadthe  Honae  and  the  public,  howi* 
ever,  had  w^  oven  the  merit  of  originnlilnp. 
Tbe  seme  profemiona  weae  medeby  iheae 
wjba  agitated  tbe  rsfaem  of  (be  Sooteh 
bufgha  i«  tl^  yeera  178&  and  1999.  But 
paaliMsent  and  the  cnuntry  cease  to  be 
siMiafiedthal  they  were  pifterly  unfonnded; 
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—that  without  eotertaining  the  questfon 
of  parlianieiitary  reform,  it  was  impossible 
to  alter  the  constitution  of  the  burghs. of 
Scotlaod,  and  hence  the  proposed  reforms 
were  finuly  abandoned.  He  must,  how- 
ever,  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  the 
present  reformers  just  inverted  the  course 
of  proceeding  pursued  by  their  prede- 
cessors. The  projects  for  altering  the 
constitution  of  the  Scotch  burghs  hi^  for- 
merly preceded  the  great  plans  that  were 
afterwards  brought  forward  for  reforming 
or  rather  revolutionizing  parliament  it- 
aelf.  The  course  now  pursued  was  dif- 
ferent For  years  the  table  of  that  House 
had  biaen  covered  with  petitions  praying 
for  annual  parliaments  and  universal  sun 
frage,  or  at  least  a  parliamentary  reform 
in  one  shape  or  another.  The  reformers, 
kowever,  had  become  tired  of  that  mode 
of  proceeding,  being  taught  T  whether  by 
the  abandonment  of  their  ola  supporters 
and  friends  he  should  not  stop  to  inquire), 
that  by  a  direct  and  open  attack  thej 
would  probably  be  unable  to  achieve  their 
ultimate  object.  There  had  this  session 
of  parliament,  been,  he  believed,  no  pe- 
titions presented  praying  for  parliamentary 
reform  in  plain  and  direct  terms.  The 
petitions  now  prayed  for  a  reform  in  the 
Scotch  burghs,  and  if  the  priiyers  of  those 
petitions  were  successful  it  was  sufficiently 
apparent  to  those  by  whom  they  were 
presented;  and  he  was  persuaded  that, 
with  few  exceptions,  they  were  the  same 
from  whom  in  Scotland  had  issued  the 
former  petitions,  that  the  result  would  be 
as  eertatn  to  produce  that  object,  which 
with  less  disguise,  but  not  in  less  mode- 
rate terms,  they  had  formerly  required 
for  parliament  itself.  He  earnestly  called 
upon  the  House,  therefore,  to  resist  this 
project  in  the  very  outset,  and  to  treat  as 
they  deserved  those  petitions  which,  in 
terras,  exactiv  corresponding  to  those  em- 
ployed by  the  petitioners  in  the  years 
1788  and  1795  had  been  day  after  day  so 
ostentatiously  presented,  as  the  gentlemen 
ushers  or  fore-runners  to  the  motion  with 
which  the  noble  lord  had  concluded  his 
speech. 

After  havmg  disclaimed  all  connexion 
with  the  question  of  parliamentary  reform, 
the  noble  lord  had  proceeded  to  rehearse 
the  grievances  of  the  individual  burgh  of 
Aberdeeb,  and  the  wrongs  which  its  citi- 
um  had  been  supposed  to  suflfer  from  the 
misconduct  of  its  former  magistrates. 
But  into  this  part  of  the  case  he  should 
cptor  very  shprtfy,  as  he  had  the  aatif- 
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faction  of  thinkfng  that  the  noble  lord 
would  be  sufficiently  answered  in  those 
points  of  his  speech  by  the  hon.  gentle« 
man  behind  him  (Mr  Forbes),  whose  in- 
timate acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of 
that  burgh  enabled  him  so  well  to  inform 
the  House  how  utterly  unfounded  the 
statements  were  upon  that  subject  made 
by  the  noble  lord,  and  how  unwarranted 
in  point  of  fact  the  calumnies  were  against 
the  respectable  individuals  composing^  the 
magistracy  of  Aberdeen,  in  which  he  had 
thought  fit  so  largely  to  indulge.  Indeed 
he  had  no  opportunity  himself  of  being 
acquainted  minutely  with  those  detuls; 
and  it  was  at  no  time  incumbent  upon  him 
to  have  sought  for  information  on  the  sub- 
ject.  The  late  warrant  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  previous  proceedings  of  the 
magistrates  in  administering  the  revenues 
of  the  burgh ;  and  he  trusted  he  should 
satisfy  the  House  before  he  sat  down^ 
that  me  crown  would  have  been  advised 
to  have  acted  less  constitutionally  than 
it  had  been  advised  to  do,  if  it  had  allowed 
those  previous  proceedings  to  regulate 
the  exercise  or  that  discretion  upon 
which  the  warrant  of  election  now  in 
question  had  been  issued. 

Comparatively  unacquainted,  however, 
as  he  was,  with  the  financial  concerns  of 
the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  em- 
barrassment to  which  it  had  been  sub- 
iected,  he  nevertheless  found  himself 
bound  in  justice  to  state,  that  upon  no 
occasion  whatever  had  it  been  surmised 
that  the  magistrates  had  been  guilty  of 
corruptioi|.,or  peculation.  It  had  been 
always  admitted,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  embarrassments  of  that  city  had  en- 
tirely arisen  from  the  public-spirited  mea- 
sures of  the  magistrates,  for  tne  improve- 
ment of  the  town  over  which  they  pre- 
sided. Unfortunately,  those  improve- 
ments had  not,  as  was  expected,  been 
attended  with  that  pecuniary  benefit  to 
the  funds  of  the  corporation  which  had 
been  universally  anticipated.  But  whether 
unsuccessful  in  their  termination,  or  not» 
those  improvements  had  been  made,  not 
merely  in  virtue  of  the  reports  of  eminent 
surveyora,  but  under  the  express  sanction 
of  various  meetings  of  the  inhabitants ; 
and  it  was  therefore  plain  that,  let  the 
mode  of  election  in  the  burgh  have  been 
what  it  might,  the  same  projects  would 
have  been  undertaken;  and,  from  the 
state  of  the  country,  the  same  unfortu- 
nate results  must  have  followed. 

Bm  it  had  been  aaaqrted  by  the  noble' 
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lord,  that  the  nugittmles  of  Aberdeen 
had  borroired  the  money  which  was  now 
due,  by  fbrgins  and  fabricating  minutes. 
KoW|  thoughthe  opponent!  of  those  per- 
sons had  certainly  not  been  sparing  of 
tteir  charges  against  them,  m  the  pro- 
ceedings  before  the  court  of  session— in 
the  papers  presented  to  the  privy  council 
i— in  the  public  prints-^nd  in  their  ano* 
nymous  publications^  which  he  obsenred 
in  the  hands  of  the  gentlemen  opposite ; 
yet  until  he  heard  the  speech  of  the  noble 
lord,  he  had  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  a 
char^  of  this  kind  brought  against  them. 
In  this  situation,  there  were  the  strongest 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  charge  was 
groundless  and  unfounded,  and  that  the 
noble  lord  had  been  grossly  imposed  upon 
by  those  from  whom  he  had  derived  his 
information*  Indeed,  this  view  of  the 
matter  was  strongly  confirmed  by  the 
very  desperate  state  to  which  the  funds 
of  the  burgh  were  by  some  thought  to  be 
reduced;  for,  whatever  gentlemen  might 
think,  either  as  to  the  modes  of  redress 
competent  by  law  to  the  burgesses  against 
the  warrant  in  question--^er  whatever 
they  may  think  as  to  the  liability  of  the 
burgesses  for  the  debu  contracted  by 
themagistrates,  it  was  impossible  to  doubt, 
that  if  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  or 
any*  set  of  men  whatever,  had,  by  such 
gross  and  corrupt  practices,  by  fraudf 
lotffefjf  or  wilml  imposition,  swindled 
individuals  out  of  their  money,  they 
must  have  rendered  themselves  penonally 
liable  for  the  sums  whidi  they  had  so 
obtained,  to  the  last  farthing  of  their  for- 
tunes. Had  the  statement  of  the  noble 
lord  been  correct,  therefore,  claims  of 
that  description  must  have  been  brought 
a^iost  the  muistrates  of  Aberdeen  Indi- 
Tidually ;  but  he  could  venture  to  assert 
that  no  such  claims  had  ever  beenbrouriit 
forward ;  nor  had  it  ever  been  pretended 
that  the  magistrates  had,  by  any  undue 
sroceeding,  rendered  themsdves  liable 
/or  the  ^payment  of  the  debt,  which 
aibcted  the  revenues  and  conunon  good 
of  the  burgh. 

^  It  was,  however,  with  much  satisfac- 
tion he  was  able  to  state,  before  leaving 
this  part  of  the  subject,  that  the  allega- 
tions respecting  the  funds  of  the  bumi 
of  Aberdeen,  were  greatly  ezaggeratra; 
for  it  appealed  from  an  account  which 
had  been  put  into  his  hands  that  morning, 
in  bdialf  of  the  magistrates  of  Aberdoe&f 
and  for  the  accuracy  of  which  those  gen- 
tlemeii  were  pledged,  that  ^e  treasury  of 


that  burgh  was  rapidly  getting  rid  of  ite 
embarrassments;  and  that  from  the  great 
and  progressive  improvement  in  its  funds, 
there  was  a  dear  prospect  of  the  creditova 
receiving  five  ^per  cent  for  their  mooeyr 
and  of  a  sinking  fund  being  set  apart  for 
the  extinction  of  its  debts. 

The  financial  embarrassments  of  the 
burgh  were,  however,  altogether  foreign 
to  the  present  ouestion ;  and  although  it 
was  necessary,  from  the  line  of  discusston 
adopted  by  the  noble  lord,  thus  to  have 
adverted  to  them,  they  could  not  enter 
into  the  contemplation  of  the  House,  io 
coming  to  a  vote  upon  the  motion  befora 
it.  He,  therefore,  begged  leave  to  cell 
the  attention  of  the  Honse  to  the  dr« 
cumstances  (drcumstanoes  independene 
of,  and  unconneoted  with,  the  finandal 
situstion  of  the  burgh),  which  led  to  the 
proceedings  before  the  privy  ooundl,  re* 
spectin^  the  common-councjl  o£  thst  dty, 
and  which  had  given  rise  to  the  pteens 
motion* 

In  the  first  place,  however,  it  became 
necessary  to  state»  that  when  the  cooh 
mon-oouncil  of  a  toyal  bnrgh  in  Scotland 
failed  to  make  its  annual  election  apon 
the  day  required  by  the  charter,  or 
elected  persons  not  duly  qualified  to  held 
the  Btluations  to  which  they  were  ap^ 
pointed,  or  were  guilty  of  any  act  of  ille* 
gdity  or  corruption,  its  proceedioga 
might  be  complained  of  to  the  court  a£ 
session,  b^  summary  complaint  by  aay  of 
the  constituent  members  of  the  couodl ; 
and  upon  judging  of  that  complaint,  the 
court  of  session  might  reduce  and  set 
aside  the  election.  The  result  of  thia 
judgment  ws^  to  disable  the  corpoiatioa 
firom  continuing  itself  (as  he  believed  it 
was  termed  in  the  law  of  England),  and 
no  new  election  could  take  place  without 
a  warrant  from  the  king  in  council  in 
some  one  form  or  another* 

In  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  the  dectioit 
made  at  Midiaelmas  1817,  having  been 
pomplaioed  of,  the  result  was,  that  that 
election  was  reduced;  and  the  corpora* 
tion,  although  not  disfranchised,  as  the 
noble  lord  had  erroneously  stated,  bad 
been  deprived  of  its  common-couneily 
which  rendered  it  necessary  to  present  an 
application  to  his  mi^jeaty  m  eoundl,  foit 
a  warrant  for  election.  Now,  from  the 
speech  of  the  noble  lord,  the  House  most 
have  been  led  to  imaaiqei  that  the  judg« 
meat  of  the  Court  had  been  pronounced, 
and  that  the  migiisintjeshadbeen  divested 
of  the  govofiHVOi^.oC  the  •  hmgh^'  on  ae^ 
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oouM  of  their  lm^tl§  l^veci  ootiirtM^  ^f 
•mne  of  fihiMe  inoatti^oiis  a^l6  tff  fOtUttfrn* 

eice,  of  Isvish  and  oomipr  praflitinki)  of 
mtty  and  fkbrieaiion,  en  wbidi  the 
noble  lord  had  etpatiatod  M  lo  gfMt 
leHgtfa,  and  with  taeh  dxtrai^fdliiarf  dttf- 
mation  and  8eT«rir;f.  Bat  if  Che  Hottfte 
thought  to,  it  waa  aafifely  n^ktafceiii  The 
magiittalet  and  liOmmoiHcoUndl  of  Abei^ 
deeti  irete  coof  icted  of  no  offeoee ;  buC 
ahedeccieii  vrai  a^dedi  otr  accoant  of 
anetroir  th^  moBt  triTial,  and  the  most 
inifoeeat  whioh  coald  be  i!lade>  the  ibon- 
dation  of  sitob  a  judfftiieiif«  By  ^  OOr-^ 
atitatiba  of  the  barghi  forty  pertoas  were 
dppomted  i»  aaiist  at  the  eleetlon  of  the 
■o^^istratetf  Md  douooil;  and  to  p^vid^ 
finr  the  absence  of  atrf  one  of  thorie  fbtfy^ 
a  peraon  poa^eMing  ai  qoalifieatioti  dfiAilat 
lo  that  m  die  absenteOy  waa  reqiiirM  to 
he  eieoled' aa  proxy  fbr  him.  At  the 
electiOD  lit  the  yeaf  laiT^  one  p^faori 
waa  elected  as  prony  for  «  eoonsettoii'  who 
was  absent;  the  proxy  enjoyed  the  fep6^ 
Cation  of  hating  be^n  a-  bul'ga^i  (which 
WW  the  qualifieaiioti  requisite  )>  btirt  he 
dould  not  proddoe  hit  burgeda  f  Joket <  ^t 
pvofe  that  he  wasaoinaUy  a  burgee ;  and 
apon  that  account,  and  that  aloOe,  he 
woiheld  to  bo  a  disquelified  toiei^y  anvd 
thw  eleedoii  waa  avoided  or  #ed(icedl« 
it  IB  trOOi  that  lit  the  pieedings  befbt« 
the  ooan  of  tetsioo,  other  groondt  for 
i^tseing  the  eleetioa  were  ttaiedf  afid 
itfuah  abuie  and  inteotive  had  been 
heaped  open  the  magistrateB  and  (Council 
of  th4»  oity  of  Aberdeen,  but  this  wM  the 
dniy  ground  fbf  avoiding  tho^  pfoee^^ 
ingi,  ^ted  in  the  judgment  of  the  Coort, 
whiob  rested,  tberefbrei  not  only  upoti 
none  of  the  poinW  c4  a<iciMatiOD  now  pr^ 
fevned  by  the  noble  lord,  but  upon  no 
oharge  of  either  legal  at  txmA\  d^lht* 
^enoy.  In  thia  aituationi  if  h  was  at  all 
competent  for  thedlot^  to  re^iUVtetft  thoHO 
poftfona  With  the  power  of  eleeting  their 
aaooetaofa-4  power  of  Which  tfeyhad 
not  been  depffved  by  the  judgment  of  tho 
Coort,  atid  whleh,by  peTBonai  corruption, 
tliqr  had  not  rendered  thenlaelvea  legally 
ineOpable  of  estenHBldg,  thef6  waa  tfo 
leaaoff^  elAer  itt  pahit  of  juitice  or  expev 
dieooy,  why  it  should  forfeit  them  of  that 

a  hi,  or  that'  Ofher  eleotoiv  sliottld  be 
led  in  to  aopply  their  place.  Thderfof 
tfMPf  bad  coafftntied  watf  ofifll  otherathe 
moil  kiaigM^afit  a»d  kinOoent  that  fo 
aaoh  a«ue  ccMld  have  bOto'idcnolft  haU* 
I^NPd^  Thewant'Of^iiriMfilfltfa^Hksoof 
ea<y<aidillOWtt«t«'ihd  iMgiMMM^^        M 


the  veptneA  btfiyelir  hhtiael/.  The  pl'<^ 
eoedmf  ^  thehBfb^  Wbieh  rested  upon  no 

coovictibn  of  legal  6r  oofia  d^iidqu^tfy 

of  anysott,  aild  vested  fo  thi^  ddmttteAw 
council  <5f  Abetddefl  waa  by  the  stattft^ 
law  of  the  fand,  With  the  right  oFeleetHf^ 
their  sticcessordi  ft  e^ded  no  gtfMM 
whatever  fyt  dfepHVitif  th^  Of  tHeh* 
fhuichise^  tHifr  geo^i^l  riek  of  th^ 
matter  was  tiiog^fher  i^d^pend^nt  <yf  thb 
queation  of  bw,  mi  the  state  of  the 

practice,  poihte  bt^  Wobtd  ilderWarda  ct>tir« 
aider  $  but  it  nifgHt  Mi  bb  imprc^r  i9 

6bMM^i  In  phMi^»  that  thfe  lioble  loi^ 
Waa  tidgukirly  unfoirfuft&t^fii  stiHhg,  that 

the  wart^Of  hi  (fd^BUm  WOa^  «VM  lb  the 
terms  itf  whieb  It  waa  gVliiMM,  WUhoiit  a 
preeederrt^  aud^  that  the  old*  oMK^stKatt^ 
and  GOonell  bad,  in  nd  fb^M^  msttihee, 
been  re-invetted  hi  vaieMlor  miihUek',  with 

the  rtglite  of  eleOtiOn.  Fblr  ft  happened 
that  in  thia  very  bUrghi  hi  ffi«f  y^ai"  174(7, 

wheA  iheelearoYi  h^d  be^f^(«viihtedi  by 

kn  IhcOfdlOn  Of  thO'  i^bSiB,  ^dita  Witi^ 

Made  60  the  de/app(:(Atedht  the  chaiiter, 
und  wheia  of  e0afaeA6^hftw«d(id(iotr  eoufd 
lie  fnadb,  Wjthoot  «  wdh'adt  frorh  f lie 
Grown,  a  Warrant  net  Only  in  pt'f/ici^fe', 
but  ib  (erttM  the  sMie  M  th^tfoolr ffijaier- 

tioa^  had  heeu  iaiu^  tihdi^f  th^  RdytA 

And  hel^he  WOttM  UkbMLr&  to  advert 
to'th^  ^8ih>tt  ^l  to  hhtr  l^  the  nobf^ 
lord ;  Why  'U  dolt  efettiOrt  Wlis  ^en  to  fhe 
burgess^  of  MdMttt)sei  in  thb  year  1817, 
and  a  poff  reftised  id  thoKe  6f  AMrd^^, 
ih  the^y^ttf  1818  i  The  dfiairef  (iiisdittibg 
at  preaeht;  #hiit  htB  should  aflet'Wat^a 
prov6,  thht  H)^  rii^M  ^  Vai'yiwthe  wi*r- 
tttnt  waa  vMUd  in  the  C^OWu)  Was  that 
in  fhd  (Oae  of  Mont^se,  (he  elecitOit 
naade  at'  Mi^haelMaa  1^17,  wtti  A»t  aet 
aKide  oh  iLtt6xiht  6f  aO  e^On    helth^ 

tflKhl  MfHlegelr   It  Was  redoeed  dn  8t«- 

OOtiflt  of  id  eet  of  gtosflf  IllegaKty,  6n  the 
purt  of  the  ttiaglatratea  and  codndl,  hi 
which  all  tihe  ps?<ie8  iiitereated  wefO  ifK' 
ftHIy  engaged.  Instead  of  Voting  fdr 
their  tiaagittriites  openly  as  r^^uited  By 
the  constitution  of  the  burgh,  and  the  law 
Of  the  latid;  they  had  r^^orted  <o  the 
mode  of  eleeting"  thdnf  by  ballot:  d  prot- 
Oeedhstf  liot  trfrty  nOpreeedeUted,  but  pal- 
pably illegal ;  a  mode  of  retfng  ao  cleatfV', 
iiHd-  InevitabNr  leUdibg  to  abuse,  that 
Wh«W  retort^  to  by  the  parHanbeht  Of 
ScdtlMd  itnelfi  it  had  eV^  ja  the  V^ 
Wtfntt  thUea  Of  ChatM  2nd,  dailedd(^#i^ 
tfpdh  iStem,  t!h|f  ihhnadvernon  Ofthtft 
peofflgntfe  Add  tyrsantteal  tdOdAra<.    If 
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Ibwre  was  a  legal  discretion  in  the  Crown, 
therefore!  of  excluding  from  it9  warrant 
of  election  persons  guilty  of  acts  of  ille* 
gality  or  corruption,  or,  in  particular 
cases,  of  extending  it  to  others,  it  was 
impossible  to  doubt,  that  the  exercise  of 
that  «liscretion  was  eminently  called  for 
in  the  case  of  Montrose*  while  in  the  case 
of  Aberdeen,  it  would  have  been  highly 
unjust  and  oppressive.  In  the  one, 
the  illegality  onhe  proceeding  was  glaring, 
and  manifest,  and  wilful ;  in  the  other,  the 
error  while  it  was  committed  through  ig- 
norance, was  the  most  innocent  and  trivial 
that  could  well  be  imagined.  In  the  one, 
blame  could  hardly  be  said  to  attach  to 
the  parties  by  whom  it  was  committed ; 
while  the  situation  of  the  others  was  dis- 
tinctly the  reverse.  Upon  a  general  view 
of  the  question,  therefore*  as  put  by  the 
noble  lord,  be  felt  no  difficulty  in  con* 
tending,  that  there  was  none  of  that  incon- 
sistency, and  nothing  of  that  fickleness  of 
opinion  manifested  u  the  two  warrants, 
in  question,  which  the  noble  lord  had 
argued  to  exist,  and  of  which  he  had  so 
loudly  prodaimedhira  to  be  the  responsible 
adviser. 

But  the  true  merits  of  the  present 
f  oestion,  depended  upon  the  leg^  and 
conatitutional  principles,  by  which  cases 
of  a  similar  description  ought  to  be  regu- 
lated; and  to  these  he  now  begged 
leave  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House. 

[Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  here  said, 
across  the  table,  that  he  had  deferred 
going  into  the  Question  of  law.] 

TGb  Lord  Advocate  resumed.  He  was 
jiuile  aware  that  while  the  noble  lord  had 


Crown  to  produce  the  papers  before  the 
Privy  Council?  But  even  the  question 
whether  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary 
power  in  the  Crown  had  been  dictated  by 
a  sound  principle  of  discretion,  must  ma« 
teriall^,  if  not  altogether  depend  upon 
the  fair  understanding  of  the  question  of 
law.  For  the  noble  lord,  therefore,  to 
postpone  the  discussion  of  the  point  of 
law*  was,  in  effect,  calling  upon  the 
House  to  decide  the  present  question  in 
the  dark,  and  to  condemn  a  measure  to 
which  every  term  of  obloquy  and  re* 
proach  had  been  assigned,  without  hear* 
ing  the  grounds  upon  which  it  had  been 
advised. 

But|  moreover,  it  was  only  to  the  legal 
part  of  the  question  that  he  himself  waa 
called  upon  to  speak,  and  on  account  of 
which  the  noble  lord  was  at  ^11  entitled  to 
single  out  either  himself  or  his  hon.  and 
learned  friends  in  the  way  that  he  h%4 
thought  fit  to  do.  It  was  only  as  the  lavK 
officers,  and  bound  in  duty  as  such,  whei^ 
called  upon  to  advise  the  Crown  in  mat* 
ten  of  law,  that  they  or  he  could  be  coo^ 
nected  with  the  present  question;  and  he 
begged  leave  to  put  it  to  the  House,  whe* 
ther,  because  ii  misbt  suit  the  noble  lord 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  vote  upon  tlie 
general,  unconnected,  and  desultory  view 
of  the  question  presented  by  his  lordsbipt 
it  was  fair  or  candid,  personalljr  arraigned, 
aa  be  had  been  to  assume  the  illegaiitv  of 
the  matter  in  dispute  as  a  fact,  and  by 
desiring  him  to  postpone  the  argument 
whether  it  was  really  so  or  not,  to  shut 
him  out  from  entering  upon  his  defeooe^ 
^  and  establishing,  as  he  felt  confident  that 

in  terms  condemned  the  warrant  granted  I  he  could,  that  the  attack  made  against 


to  the  common-oomicii  of  Aberdeen  as 
having  been  granted  contrary  to  the  sound 
discretion  to  be  observed  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown  in  the  exercise  of  this  branch 
of  its  prerogative,  and  had  only  stated  his 
own  orivate  opinion,  as  to  its  being 
durectfy  contrary  to  law ;  he  had  in  words 
declared  his  wish  to  wave  that  part  of  the 

Juestion ;   but  while  for  the  purposes  of 
ebate,  he  pretended  to  wave  the  discus- 


sion of  the  point  of  law,  lie  had  thought    the  burgesses  at  large ;  and  that,  though 


fit  to  assume  all  that  part  of  the  case  as 
proved.  He  was  in  the  jucjgment  of  the 
House,  whether  the  illegality  pf  the  wart 
rant  was  not  taken  for  granted,  through- 
out the  whole  course  of  the  speech  of  the 
noble  lord.  In  fact,  it  must  have  been 
so  taken,  otherwise  the  present  motion 
could  not  be  entertained,  for  if  the  war- 
rant was-  not   illegal,  why   addresa   the 

(VOL.  xxxix;) 


him  by  the  noble  lord  was  utterly  ground* 
less  ? 

It  had  been  stated  then,  as  the  fouodaii 
tion  of  the  whole  argument  for  condemn^ 
ing  the  warrant  which  had  been  granted 
to  the  conunon  council  of  Aberdeen,  thatt 
previous  to  a  certain  statute  passed  in  the 
year  1469,  bv  the  Scottish  parliament^ 
the  right  of  electing  the  magistrates  and 
common-councils  oFthe  burghs  resided  in 


that  right  was  then  taken  away  and  con* 
ferred  on  the  old  councils,  yet,  when  the 
annual  elections  made  by  them  were  set 
aside,  the  right  of  t^ie  burgesses  revived* 
and  that  they  were  entitled,  de  jmrt,  ta 
demand  «a  poll  warrant  from  the  Crown« 
[I^rd  Arcnibald  Hamilton  observed,  thai 
he  had  not  mentioned  the  act  1469  in  ih^ 
course  of  his  speech.  2 
(40) 
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The  Lord  AdTocate  resumed*    It  was 
trae,  the  noble  lord,  perhaps,  might  not 
have  mentioned  this  statute,  or  its  date, 
by  name,  but  indirectly  and  necessarily 
the  statute  made  the  foundation  of  the 
whole  of  his  argument ;  because,  unless 
there  was  such  inherent  right  in  the  bur- 
gesses, what  pretence  was  there  for  say- 
mg  that  the  warrant  in    question  was 
illega},  by  not  having  been  granted  to 
them,  but  to  the  old  council  ?    But,  in- 
deed, in  point  of  fact,  the  noble  lord 
had  referred  to  the  statements  of  the  peti- 
tions upon  the  table,  as  the  foundation 
of  his  argument,  or  rather  opinion  upon 
the  law ;  and  in  every  one  of  those  pro- 
ductions, it  was  distinctly  set  forth,  that 
when  an  election  of  a  common  council 
was  avoided,  the  orieinal  right  inherent 
in  the  burgesses,  before  the  passing  of 
that  statute  was  thereby  revived.     He 
eoald  not  think  it,  therefore,  altogether 
worthy  of  the  candour  of  the  noble  lord 
thus  to  distinguish  between  the  directly 
ftiaintatning  the   original  rights  of  the 
burgesses,    as  they    were    supposed  to 
have  existed  before  the  statute  1469,  and 
the  indirectly  contending  in  their  behalf 
by  a  general  reference  to  the  petitions 
upon  the  table  (in  every  one  of  which 
those  antecedent   and  pretended  rights 
formed  the  essential  ground-work),  for 
the  purpose  of  attempting  to  preclude 
liim  from  defending  himself  against  what 
he  deemed  an  unwarranted  and  unjustifiable 
attack. 

Come  from  what  quarter  it  might, 
howeverj  he  had  no  hesitation  in  assert- 
ing, Uiat  the  claim  for  such  inherent  and 
anginal  right  in  the  burgesses  at  large 
was  altogether  Unfounded ;  that  it  origi- 
mated  in  misapprehension  or  ignorance, 
or  in  the  practice  of  wilful  delusion.  No 
doubt  it  was  true  that  the  doctrine  had 
found  its  supporters  in  certain  gentlemen 
•f  eminence  at  the  Scotch  bar ;  men,  of 
whose  acquirements  as  lawyers  die  noble 
lord  could  not  wish  to  speak  in  higher 
terms  than  he  would  at  all  times  himself 
be  ready  to  do,  although  he  could  not 
admit  of  their  bein^  authorities  either 
impartial  or  conclusive.  The  names  of 
none  of  those  gentlemen  were  unknown 
to  the  House;  they  had  been  brought 
forward  last  year,  by  a  learned  gentle- 
man opposite,  in  more  ways  than  one, 
when  another  question  of  Scots  law  was 
debated ;  and  it  certainly  did  appear 
somewhat  strange,  he  believed  he  might 
TMitare  to  say,  unprecedentedi  that  the 
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authority  of  persons  at  anv  bar,  be  their 
situations  what  they  might,  should  thus 
be  attempted  to  be  imposed  on  either 
Home  01  parliament,  in  discussions  Of 
this  description.  The  opinions  now  re- 
ferred to  were  to  be  found  in  a  paper, 
entitled,  '<  A  Memorial  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Privy  Council,  in  behalf  of  the  Bur- 
gesses of  Inverness  ;**  but  which  its  very 
title  proved,  never  could  have  been  in- 
tended for  that  tribunal,  by  its  learned 
authors.  Accordingly,  while  to  the  lords 
of  the  privy  council  no  such  memorial,  he 
believed,  had  been  delivered,  a  number 
of  copies  of  that  printed  paper  to  suit  the 
purposes  of  the  debate,  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  noble  lord  opposite.*  The 
agent  of  those  parties  was  anxious,  in  be- 
half of  his  clients,  that  it  should  be  known, 
that  this  proceeding  took  place  without 
the  consent  of  the  burgesses  of  Inverness, 
who  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  the  trans^^ 
action. 

Whether  the  memorial,  however,  war 
intended   for  the   illumination    of  that 
House,  or  for    the  information   of   the 
lords  of  the  privy  council,  he  should  take 
it  for  granted  that  it  contained  the  whole 
argument  in  favour  of  the  original  and 
inherent   right    of  the   burgesses,    and 
against  the  legality  of/ the  warrant  coo« 
ceded  to  the  old  council  of  the  bureh  of 
Aberdeen.    He  deemed  this  acknowledg- 
ment due  to  the  persons  who  subscribed 
it,  and  he  believed  it  to  be  the  fact.    He 
would  therefore  endeavour  to  encounter 
that  statement ;  and  when  he  did  so,  he 
was  most  fully  sensible  how  much  he 
must  rely  upon   the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  in  calling  its  attention  to  a  part 
of  the  subject,  of  so  little  interest,  not 
only  in  itself,  but  which  must  be  more 
particularly  so  to  gentlemen  belonging  to 
this  part  of  the  island,  who  mnst  neces- 
sarily be  even  in  some  measure,  unac- 
quainted with  the  technical  and  ordinary 
terms  with  which    persons  in  Scotland 
were  familiar.    The  inquiry,  however,  was 
forced  upon  him  by  the  course  which 
had  been  adopted,  of  bringing  before  par- 
liament a  matter  which  more  properly  be- 
longed to  courts  of  justice,  and  so  little 
calculated  ta  form  in  that  House  the 
subject  of  debate;  but  he  should  endea- 

*  No  memorial  can  be  received  by  the 
lords  of  the  privy  council.  Their  lord- 
ships only  consider  petitions  addressed  to 
the  king,  and  remitted  by  his  majesty 
for  their  consideration. 
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▼our  to  oomprest  the  obMr?ations  he  had 
to  make  in  as  short  a  compass  as  the  na* 
lure  of  the  subject  would  aamit  of* 

The  House  then  would  obsenre,  that 
the  whole  plea  maintained  in  behalf  of 
the  supposed  right  of  the  burgesses, 
rested  upon  the  proposition,  that  in  them 
resided,  before  the  passing  of  the  statute 
of  James  Srd,  the  right  of  annually  elect- 
ing both  the  magistrates  and  the  com- 
mon councils  in  each  of  the  royal  burghs. 
In  support  of  that  line  of  argument,  an 
appeal  had  been  made  to  the  Leges  Burgih 
nciM,  totheSMuta  GUcUkj  to  the  report  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  Tear  1793, 
and  to  certain  extracts  from  the  records 
of  this  very  burgh  of  Aberdeen  itself. 
Nothing  could  be  collected  respecting  the 
form  of  the  constitution  of  tne  burghs, 
from  an  examination  of  any  of  their  (£ar- 
tors;  for  this  good  reason,  that  in  none  of 
those  which  were  of  so  ancient  a  date  as 
the  statute  1469,  was  any  mode  of 
election  pointed  out,  and  which,  as  it 
certainly  did  away,  if  such  ever  existed 
all  right  which  previously  might  have 
belonged  to  the  burgesses  at  large,  of 
interleriug  with  elections,  the  Crown  in 
the  face  of  that  statute  could  not  in  any 
subsequent  charters  have  legally  restored. 
At  all  events,  such  charters  could  prove 
nothing  as  to  the  nature  of  the  antecedent 
practice. 

It  however  was  said,  that  from  the  au- 
thorities referred  to*  it'appeared  that  the 
common  councils  were  elected  bv  the 
burgesses  at  large,  because  some  of  them 
stated,  than  the  propositi  or  baillies,  and 
major  or  provost,  were  anciently  elected 
as  m  oueof  them  it  was  expressed,  '*  cum 
consensu  et  assensu  totius  communiiatis 
dictl  burci;*'  while  in  another,  it  was 
mentioned,  that  they  were  appointed  to  be 
chosen  **  de  consilio  communi  proborum 
hominom  villce,***  or  as  they  were  some- 
times termed,  the  *<  sufficientes  et  discreti 
viri.**  From  these  and  such  notices,  it 
was  contended  then,  that  these  ancient 
authorities  proved  that  the  right  of  elect- 
ing the  common  councils  was  anciently 
Tested  in  the  burgesses  at  large;  the 
Latin  terms  quoted,  importing  the  whole 
community  of  the  town. 

Here,  however,  he  was  directly  at 
issue  with  the  learned  advisers  or  the 
burgesses  of  Inverness,  as  to  the  true 
meaning  of  the  Latin  terms  on  which 
their    argument    entirely    rested.     He 

^  Leges  Burgorum,  c  77. 


denied  that  the  terms  in  question,  did 
import  that  meaning  which  was  attributed 
to  them.  The"  communitas  civitatum,  yel 
burgorum,"  or  the  proln^  the  discreth  or 
sufficientes  viri^  did  not  signify  the  whole 
body  of  the  burgesses,  or  the  freemen  of 
the  town.  On  the  contrary,  these  terms, 
in  the  established  and  recognised  transla* 
tion  of  them,  imported  the  governing 
part  of  the  community,  as  distmguished 
from  the  citizens  or  burgesses  at  large. 
In  short,  when  it  was  stated  in  any  of 
those  ancient  authorities,  that  the  magis« 
trates  were  elected  cum  consensu  totius 
communitatis,  nothing  more,  he  con^ 
tended,  was  meant,  than  that  the 
election  was  made  by  those  persons 
who  by  the  presumed  assent  or  will  of 
the  community,  had  the  special  power  of 
electing. 

The  distinction,  just  stated,  was  suffi* 
ciently  established  to  prevent  the  neces- 
sity .of  going  through  a  more  extensive 
range  of  authorities.  In  the  well  known 
case  of  the  city  of  London,  noticed  by 
Brady  (p.  42),  adjudged  in  the  year 
1650,  it  was  aamitted  upon  both  sides  of 
the  argument,  that  '<  the  community  or 
conmionalty,  expressed  by  the  LAtin 
word  communitatest  did  consist  of  a  select 
number  of  the  more  discreet,  able,  wise, 
and  rich  citizens,  and  was  not  the  body 
of  the  freemen  in  general.''  Now  if  this 
was  the  import  of  the  term,  it  put  an  end 
to  any  argument  in  favour  of  the  right  of 
the  burgesses  at  larse,  founded  upon  the 
authorities  which  he  had  just  quoted, 
which  referred  exclusively  to  that  more 
select  branch  of  the  corporation,  and  not 
to  the  burgesses  at  large,  whose  pretended 
rights,  therefore,  those  very  authorities 
themselves  necessarily  and  virtually  ex* 
eluded. 

But  it  might  be  contended,  that  the 
authority  on  which  reliance  was  placed 
for  the  meaning  of  the  terms  in  question 
was  an  English  authority,  and  not  an 
authority  in  the  law  of  Scotland ;  and 
that  no  doubt  was  true.  But  (besides 
that  there  was  every  reason  for  believing 
that  the  origin  of  the  English  and  the 
Scotch  burghs  was  similar,  and  therefore* 
that  where  m  the  one,  a  point  was  dear^ 
while  in  the  other  it  was  doubtful,  that 
doubt  might  reasonably  be  explained  by 
referring  to  the  authority  of  the  neigh- 
bouring kingdom)*  it  would  hardly  bo 
pretended  that  in  a  question  of  interpre- 
tetion  of  a  Latin  term,  the  authority  of 
the  law  of  England,  in  a  case  of  this  aes« 
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cri^tion  in  Scotland,  where  Scotlan  d  ha 
nothing  to  contradict  it,  was  not  to  be 
fmtlf  referred  to  as  conclasiTe. 

Unless,  therefore,  it  could  be  shown, 
which  it  could  not  be,  that  in  the  law  of 
Scotland  the  term  communttas  HjiOa  im- 
ported the  burgesses  at  large,  it  must  be 
held  that  the  authorities  referred  to  ( in 
which  no  other  terra  was  employed  that 
could  be  construed  as  having  that  mean- 
ing), put  an  end  to  the  whole  argument 
contained  in  the  petitions,  and  in  that 
memorial  to  which  he  had  before  referred. 
Indeed,  in  that  last  paper  the  authority 
quoted  from  the  Leges  Burgorum  (c.  77), 
seemed  to  have  been  strangely  misappre- 
hended; for  instead  of  recognising  this 
right  of  the  burgesses  at  large,  as  possess- 
ing the  powers  contended  for,  it  clearly 
recognised  the  distinction  which  he  had 
now  enforced  betwixt  the  concilium  com- 
mune  proborum  hominum  viUa  and  the 
burgesses  at  large.  To  the  latter,  or  the 
eommunitas  vilkr^  was  alone  intrusted,  in 
BO  far  as  that  authority  went,  the  power 
of  electing  most  inferior  officers,  the  cre- 
cones  burgi.  The  authority  stated  nothing 
whatever  of  the  persons  by  whom  the 
pTitpositi  were  to  be  elected.  It  only 
stated  the  persons  out  of  whom  they  were 
to  be  chosen,  viz.  the  concilium  proborum 
homirtum. 

But  supposing  it  were  granted  that  the 
Latin  terras  in  question  imported  some- 
thing different  from  what  it  was  clear  they 
did  import,  the  authorities  relied  on  would 
still  have  fallen  short  of  supporting  the 
argument  in  favour  of  the  burgesses  to 
,  elect  annually  the  common- council  of  the 
burghs ;  for  not  one  of  them  said  any  thing 
of  the  elections  of  that  body,  or  by  whom 
they  w^re  made.  They  referred  exclu- 
sively to  the  elections  of  the  provosts  and 
the  jjrapositif  or  baillies ;  and  it  was  quite 
possible  that  the  choice  of  the  baillies 
might  have  been  lodged  in  the  Fratres 
CrudcBt  who  alone  he  believed  were  then 
known  by  the  name  of  the  burgesses, 
without  their  being  also  vested  with  the 
right  of  electing  the  common-council. 

How  then,  it  might  be  asked,  were  the 
common-council  chosen?  To  this  he 
would  answer,  that  there  was  every  reason 
for  believing  the  members  of  the  common- 
councilprevious  to  the  statute  1469  held 
their  offices  for  life ;  and  that  reasoning 
by  the  analogy  of  the  corresponding  cor- 
Dorations  in  England,  which  it  was  stated 
before  had  a  similar  origin  with  the  cor- 
potitions  m  Scotlandi  as  wall  ai  from  the 
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provisions  of  the  statute  1M9,  that  the 
right  of  supplying  vacancies  occasioned 
either  by  death  or  removal  on  account  of 
misconduct,  was  vested  by  law  in  the  re- 
maining members  of  the  common*coaneiL 
That  the  common-councilmen  held  thehr 
offices  for  life,  was  proved  by  a  compari- 
son of  the  names  during  a  great  course  of 
years  in  the  only  ancient  records  of  a 
royal  burgh  existing— those  of  the  burgh 
of  Aberdeen,  where  the  same  indivtduala 
appeared  during  the  whole  time  as  corn* 
mon-councilmen  without  interruption. 
This,  in  the  absence  of  all  proof  to  the 
contrary,  afforded  a  fair  ground  for  pre- 
suming that  they  had  not  been  Kable  to 
be  annually  removed  from  their  offices,  as 
popular  favour  (to  which,  of  course,  they 
must  have  been  exposed,  if  the  right  of 
election  resided  in  the  burgenes),  was  no 
more  stationary  then  than  it  was  now. 

But  in  order  to  put  this  matter  beyond 
a  doubt,  he  beg^d  leave  to  refer  to  an 
act  of  the  council  of  Aberdeen  to  be  found 
in  the  records  of  that  burgh  so  early  a4 
the  year  1591;  in  which  it  was  stated, 
*'  that  it  was  the  ancient  custom  of  the 
burgh,  to  continucthe  council  to  the  day 
of  their  death,  unless  tried,  and  found 
guilty  of  some  crime,  which  was  the  cause 
of  the  great  flburbhing  of  the  said  burgh, 
and  the  avoiding  the  inconvenience  of 
yearly  change ;  but  that  the  present  age 
bad  produced  restless  and  unquiet  spirits, 
seeking  change  and  alterations,  ooarrelling 
the  council  that  had  stood  (br.  nfcy  years 
by  past,  &c."  And  the  accuracy  of  thw 
statement,  in  the  record,  is  confinnred  by 
the  fact,  that  the  ver}^  3rear  precedi(ig  hs 
date,  actions  had  been  raised  in  the  court 
of  session,  for  avoiding  all  the  ekctiona 
in  that  burgh  (which  it  appeared  had 
been  only  made  upon  vacancies  occurring, 
and  that,  by  the  common-councilmeii 
themselves),  during  thirty  years.^ 

But  the  perpetuity  of  the  common- 
counciimen  of  the  royal  burghs  was  con- 
firmed, by  the  statute  1469,  itself  enact- 
ing <*  that  na  officiares,  nor  councd,  be 
continued  after  the  kingis  lawes  of  bor- 
rowes  further  than  ane  zeir  ;'*  a  provisioa 
which  in  itself  seemed  clearly  and  neces- 
sarily to  import,  that  previously  to  the 

*  These  actions  were  terminated  by  a 
reference  to  the  king  and  others,  as  arbi- 
trators, which  resulted  in  the  elecffons  be- 
ing ap{>ointed  to  be  made  in  future,  Itt 
strict  conformity  with  the  profisiona  of 
the  act,*  1469,  c  29. 
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BBMing  oTtliat  statute,  the  eotincils  had 
been  continued  for  longer  than  a  year. 
That  the  common-councilmen,  therefore, 
held  their  offices  for  life,  appeared  to  re- 
sult from  a  fair  interpretation  of  the  au* 
thorities  referred  to.  And  while  there 
was  not  one  which  conld  be  rested  on  for 
Supporting  the  proposition,  that  even  va- 
cancies were  supplied  by  an  election  of  the 
burgesses  at  large,  and  every  thing  led  to 
the  inference  that  it  had  resided  exclu- 
sively in  the  remaining  members  of  the 
common-council. 

The  statute  in  question  had  been  re- 
peatedly stated  by  the  noble  lord,  and  was 
uniformly  represented  by  the  petitions  on 
the  table,  as  a  restrictive  statute,  which 
bad  deprived  the  burgesses  of  their  rights 
cf  election.  But  enough  had  been  al- 
ready said,  to  establish  that  if  no  such 
rights,  at  least  of  annual  election,  had  ever 
existed,  the  statute  could  not  possibly 
have  been  of  that  nature  which  it  had  been 
thus  represented  to  be.  If,  however,  the 
different  provisions  of  the  statute  itself 
were  considered,  the  House  would  be  sa- 
tisfied that  it  was  of  a  totally  different  de- 
scription. In  the  first  place,  it  introduced 
annual  election,  where  annual  election  had 
not  before  existed.  In  the  next  place,  it 
excluded  the  aristocracy  of  the  country 
from  holding  any  of  the  municipal  offices 
#ithin  the  burgh ;  and,  above  ail,  it  em- 
powered the  di&rent  crafts,  or  livery  com- 
'panies,  to  choose  deacons,  who  should 
Tote  in  the  electiott  of  the  office-bearers 
ef  the  burgh,  a  right  which  those  classes 
sever  had  before  been  entitled  to  exer- 
cise ;  and  which,  in  fact,  it  appeared  from 
€he  ancient  records  of  the  burgh  of  Aber- 
deen, before  referred  to,  they  did  not  in 
that  burgh  come  to  enjoy  till  more  than 
one  hundred  years  afterwards.  Indeed, 
before  that  time,  the  members  of  the  livery 
companies  seem  to  have  held  a  very  sub- 
ordinate rank  in  the  community  of  a  royal 
bur^h ;  nor  was  that  surprising,  as  their 
privileges  extended  only  to  exercising 
their  crafl  within  its  precincts.  They 
were,  in  fact,  only  members  of  burgh  in- 
corporations, deriving  their  charters  gene- 
rally from  the  common- councils  of  the 
towns.  Accordingly,  as  craftsmen,  they 
had  no  right  of  carrying  on  merchandise ; 
and  even  if  a  craftsman  should  become  a 
Jrater  giida,  or  king's  freeman,  he  could 
not  carry  on  trade  until  be  renounced  his 
craft.*    This  remark  was  the  more  neces- 
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•  Vide  Stat.  14f66,  c.  1 1,  and  c.  12. 


sarjr,  that  by  fkr  the  greater  part  of  th« 
petitions  on  the  table  came  from,  the 
craftsmen  of  the  burghs,  complaining  of 
the  statute  1469,  as  having  deprived  them 
and  their  predecessors  bf  the  right  of 
electing  their  municipal  governors ;  while 
it  was  by  virtue  of  that  statute  alone  that 
authority  was  first  ^iven  for  introducing 
them  into  a  participation  in  the  electioa 
,ef  the  common-councils  of  the  bui^gfas  in 
Scotland.  Moreover,  it  appean  from  an 
act  of  the  convention  of  burghs,  passed  in 
1552,  that  it  was  not  till  then,  in  point  of 
practice,  that  the  introduction  of  the 
craftsmen  into  the  common-councils  of 
the  royal  burghs  actually  took  place. 

Viewins  the  statute  in  this  light,  he  ap« 
prehended  it  was  natural  to  infer,  that 
when  the  statute  1469  introduced  annual 
elections  into  the  common  councils,  and 
directed  those  elections  to  be  made,  by 
the  old  council  choosing  the  new,  it  fol- 
lowed the  mode  already  established  of  snp- 
plyioe  vacancies  in  the  common  council. 
In  short,  that  it  just  reqtnred  of  tfie 
common  councils  to  make  those  elections 
annually,  which  formerly  they  had  only 
occasion  to  do  when  one  of  their  number 
was  removed,  either  in  consequence  of 
death  or  misbehaviour. 

But  he  understood  it  to  be  urged,  that 
this  argument  was  altogether  subverteci 
by  the  introductory  words  of  the  statute 
1469  itself,  which  stated,  •«  That,  because 
of  great  contention  zeirly  for  the  chusing 
of  the  samin,  throw  multitude  and  cla- 
mour of  commounes,  simple  persones,  it 
is  thought  expedient  that  na  ofilciares,  nor 
councel  be  continued  after  the  kiogis 
lawes  of  burrowes  further  then  ane  zeir  ;** 
from  whence  ft  was  contended,  that  the 
<<  commouned,  simple  persones,*^  were  the 
burgesses  at  large,  who  had  a  right  of 
election  of**  officiares,*'  such  as  aldermen, 
&c.  But,  in  the  first  place,  supposing 
that  to  be  the  true  meaning  of  the  terms, 
it  would-be  observed,  that  it  Applied  only 
to  the  choosing  of  the  offkiares^  in  the 
elections  of  which  the  contentions  were 
said  to  have  taken  place,  and  not  of  the 
common  council  men,  who,  in  this  statute, 
as  weir  as  in  every  othor  authority,  were 
distinguished  from  each  other.  In  the  se- 
cond place,  the  statute  did  not  state,  that 
those  commouneSf  simple  persones  had  any 
right  of  voting  in  tfie  elections,  even  of 
the  qfficiareSf  which  it  necessarily  would 
have  done,  had  such  been  the  qualification 
possessed  by  them.  In  point  of  fact,  how- 
ever, the  commouneSf  simple  personeSf  there 
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referred  to,  could  not  be  the  burgesses* 
If  the  burgesses  had  been,  meant,  they 
would  have  been  called  so,  even  if  they 
had  been  of  a  less  important  class  of  the 
community  than  they  were.  But  the  bur- 
gesses formed  the  third  estate  of  the  realm; 
they  stood  immediately  next  to  the  lesser 
barons ;  and  for  the  legislature  to  have  re- 
presented them  by  the  contumelious  epi- 
thet of  commons,  simple  persons,  was  al- 
together incredible  and  absurd.  The  com- 
mons, simple  persons,  referred  to,  could 
be  no  other  than  the  rabble ;  and  for  the 
truth  of  this  proposition,  Uie  strongest 
confirmation  was  to  be  found  in  a  charter 
nearly  contemporaneous,  which  was  grant- 
ed by  Henry  6th  of  England  to  the  city 
of  London,  which  seems  to  have  been 
granted  for  the  very  purpose  of  remedy- 
ing an  evil,  of  a  Very  similar  nature  to 
that  which  the  act  1469  was  intended  to 
correct  in  Scotland.  In  this  charter,  the 
king  sets  forth»  **  That  his  progenitors 
had,  by  their  charters,  granted  to  our 
citizens  of  London  (civibus  nostris  civitatis 
pradicta)  liberty  to  choose  a  mayor  and 
aldermen  among  themselves;  and  that, 
although  such'  elections  were  always  made 
in  former  times  by  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and'more  discreet  persons  of  the  city  ((/»- 
creHor49  dictte  cimtatis)^  specially  sum- 
moned for  that  purpose ;  yet,  of  late,  cer<: 
tain  persons,  who  neither  had,  nor  ought 
to  have,  any  concern  in  such  elections, 
audaciously  thrust  themselves  in,  and  fre- 
quently disturb  the  electors  by  their  noisy 
and  importunate  clamours;  therefore  he 
commands,  that,  in  time  coming,  the 
mavor  and  the  sheriffs  make  proclamation, 
and  strictly  prohibit  all  persons  from 
coming  to  such  elections,  unless  those 
who  6y  right  and  ancient  custom  toere  enti* 
tied  to  be  there;  and  that  the  election 
should  be  made  solely  by  the  aldermen  and 
the  more  discreet  and  powerful  citizens,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  custom  (per  alderman- 
nos  et  alios  cives  discrctiores  et  poientiores 
secundum  consuetudinem  supradictam)" 

This  charter  afforded  a  key  for  explain- 
ing the  meaning  of  the  corresponding 
terms  employed  in  the  Scotch  statute,  and 
proved  that  the  persons  referred  to  in  its 
preamble  were  not  the  burgesses.  It  might 
also  be  observed  in  passing,  that  it  afford- 
ed another  and  very  striking  illustration 
of  the  distinction  between  cives,  or  citi- 
zens at  large,  and  the  cives  discretiores  et 
potentiores  civitatis,  or  the  governing  part 
of  the  community,  which  he  had  beu>re  so 
fully  impressed  upon  the  House* 
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The  act  1469,  therefore,  was  proved, 
by  the  consideration  of  its  own  terms  and 
provisions,  and  every  authority  to  wfiich 
reference  bad  been  made  in  the  course  of 
the  argument  upon  this  subject,  to  have 
been  a  statute  passed  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  extending,  instead  of  abridging, 
the  righu  of  the  burgesses.  But  if  the 
history  of  Scotland  were  examined  from 
the  period  when  that  statute  was  passed, 
down  to  that  when  the  clamour  against  iCr 
was  first  excited,  about  thirtv  yean  ago, 
no  reasonable  person  could  doubt  that  is 
could  not  be  a  statute  of  that  description 
which  all  the  petitioners  and  their  friends 
had  represented  it  to  be.  In  those  peti« 
tions,  and  in  the  Memorial  to  which  re- 
ference had  before  been  made,  the  House 
was  told,  that  that  statute  had  deprived 
the  burgesses  of  their  radical  and  essential 
rights,  and  had  introduced  into  the  Scotch 
burghs  a  system  of  the  most  grievous,  op* 
presnve,  and  hunuliating  of  petty  tyrm* 
nies. 

Now  if  that  was  the  true  description  of 
the  measure,  he  apprehended  there  would 
be  no  doubt  that  the  men  who  had  been 
thus  so  grievously  oppressed  and  tyranni- 
cally deprived  of  their  most  valuable 
rights,  would  have  seized  the  first  oppor- 
tunity which  might  have  presented  itself, 
of  insisting  to  have  them  restored.  But 
the  fact  was  quite  otherwise ;  for  while 
constant  opportunities  had  occurred  in  the 
history  of  Scotland,  when  the  burgesses 
might  have  stipulated  for  the  abrogation 
of  this  statute,  had  they  been  so  inclined, 
frequent  occasions  had  also  occurred, 
when  the  gratification  of  the  burgesses, 
and  the  extension  of  their  rights  and  pri* 
viFeges,  formed  the  main  oDjects  of  the 
sovereigns  of  that  country;  the  statute 
still  remained  unrepealed,  and  was  all 
along  considered  the  great  charter  of 
those  incorporations.  If  it  had  been  the 
policy,  as  it  was  said,  of  the  Scottish  le- 
giblature,  in  the  minority  of  James  3rd, 
to  extend  the  powers  of  the  aristocracy, 
and  to  abridge  the  rights  of  the  lower  or- 
ders, every  body  knew,  that  after  that 
monarch  assumed  the  reins  of  government 
himself,  his  policy  was  directly  the  re- 
verse. His  object,  from  that  tune  to  the 
period  of  his  death,  was  to  exalt  the  power 
of  the  burghs,  and  the  burgesses,  in  order 
that  they  might  act  as  a  counterpoise  to 
that  of  the  nobles.  Nay,  in  point  efface, 
it  was  well  known  that  James  Srd  was  par- 
ticularly attached  to  the  lower  orders  in 
the  burghsi  and  that  it  was  from  him  that 
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that  class  of  the  citizens  chiefly  received 
those  privileges  and  distinctions  with  which 
the  livery  companies  in  Scotland  were  now 
invested.  If  tnisstatate,  then,  had  been 
so  injurious  to  those  classes  of  the  com- 
muniry,  it  was  impossible  to  doubt  that  it 
must,  during  that  reiffn,  have  been  re- 
pealed ;  but  instead  of  neing  repealed,  its 
provisions  were  confirmed,  and  so  far  ex- 
tended, that  a  statute  was  passed,  abso- 
Jutelv  requiring,  that  four  of  the  old  coun- 
cil should  be  continued  in  the  new. 

Supposing,  however,  that  the  burgesses 
had  chosen  to  submit  to  this  grievous  and 
oppressive  tyranny  during  the  reign  of 
their  greatest  patron,  James  Srd,  why  did 
they  not  assert  their  rights  in  the  subse- 
quent age,  when,  by  the  death  of  the 
kfinff,  and  the  annihilation  of  the  nobility 
at  the  battle  of  Flodden,  the  administra- 
tion of  the  government  was  vested  in  a 
weak  and  odious  regency  during  the  in- 
fancy of  the  sovereign,  and  there  was  no 
power  in  the  state  to  have  resisted  any 
claim  which  the  burgesses  might  have 
thought  fit  to  prefer?  Why  did  they  not 
avail  themselves,  when  that  prince  be- 
came of  aee,  of  his  enmity  to  the  aristo- 
cracy of  the  kingdom,  to  have  obtained 
the  repeal  of  a  measure,  said  to  have  been 
passed  only  in  favour  of  that  aristocrecy  ? 
For  what  possible  reason  could  the  bur- 
gesses have  submitted  to  it  during  the 
troubles  in  the  reign  of  queen  Mary,  when 
both  she  and  her  rebellious  subjects  were 
alternately  obliged  to  court  the  favour  of 
these  classes  of  the  community?  It  is 
impossible  to  conceive,  that  any  of  the 
periods  which  had  been  mentioned,  or  the 
reigns  of  James  6th,  who  courted  the 
burgesses  from  policy,  or  of  Charies  1st, 
who  did  so  from  necessity,  ortherevo> 
lutionary  period  which  followed,  when 
the  burgesses  possessed  almost  unlimited 
influence,  and  when  the  grievances  of  all 
t>rders  of  the  state  were  matter  of  daily 
and  open  discussion,  would  have  been  al« 
lowed  to  pass,  if  not  without  the  abroga- 
tion of  the  statute  1469,  at  least  without 
the  grievances  it  imposed  being  made  the 
subject  of  complaint,  if  it  had  actually 
created  that  system  of  grievous  and  petty 
tyranny  so.  loudly  and  indignantly  ex- 
posed. 

But  what  must  satisfy  every  person  of 
the  gross  misrepresentations  which  have 
been  made  of  this  statute,  and  of  the  sys- 
tem which  it  established,  were  the  pro- 
ceedings which  took  place  immediately 
before  and  at  the  Revolution  an  1688. 


That  was  not  the  period  in  whidi  any  dasa 
of  the  people  of  Scotland  was  inclined  to 
submit  either  to  laws  or  measures  of  an 
arbitrary  and  tyrannical  description.  Yet, 
during  the  memorable  struggles  in  which 
the  nation  was  involved,  this  statute  never 
was  complained  of;  while,  at  the  Revolu- 
tion, it  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposea» 
re-enacted  and  confirmed.  In  the  decla- 
ration, containing  the  claim  of  right,  it 
was  stated,  that  James  2nd  had  for  this^ 
among  other  reasons,  forfeited  his  crown; 
that,  *<  he  had  subverted  the  right  of  the 
royal  burghs,  the  third  estate  of  parlia- 
ment, imposing  on  them  not  only  magi»» 
trates,  but  also  the  whole  town  council 
and  clerks,  contrary  to  their  liberties  and 
express  charters,  without  the  pretence 
eitner  of  sentence,  surrender,  or  consent.** 
And  in  the  articles  of  grievances  presented 
to  king  William,  alon^  with  the  ofler  of 
the  crown,  it  was  stipulated,  that  <<  the 
grievances  of  the  borrows  be  considered 
and  redressed  in  the  parliament***  The 
grievances  of  the  burghs  were  accordingly 
considered  and  redressed;  but  the  griev- 
ances which  were  dwelt  upon  were  not 
those  fictitious  grievances  now  alleged  to 
have  been  created  b^  the  act  1469.  They, 
in  truth,  consisted  in  the  violation  of  that 
statute,  which  was  then  considered  as  the 
foundation  of  the  rights  and  the  liberties 
of  the  royal  burghs.  And  what,  he  would 
inquire,  were  the  measures  adopted  for 
the  relief  of  those  corporations,'  and  the 
redressing  of  their  grievances  ?  Was  it  to 
repeal  the  statute  of  James  Srd,  and  to  re- 
store to  the  burgesses  those  valuable  pri- 
vileges which,  it  was  now  pretended,  it 
had  been  its  object  to  annihilate  \  By  no 
means.  The  convention  pariiament,  com- 
posed of  men,  whose  object  was  not  to 
perpetuate,  but  to  abrogate  abuses— who 
had  exposed  their  lives  and  fortunes,  and 
every  thing  dear  to  them,  for  the  sake  of 
the  liberties  of  their  country— men  who, 
unable  to  resist  the  degrading,  oppressive, 
and  arbitrary  measures  of  the  last  of  the 
Stewarts,  took  up  the  sword,  neither  to 
establish  nor  confirm  tyrannical  abuses, 
whether  in  the  crown  or  in  -the  laws ;  but 
to  restore,  to  all  orders  of  the  state,  the 
privileges  and  the  rights  which  justly  be- 
longed to  them ;  what  was  the  course  that 
they  followed  with  respect  to  the  corpora- 
tions in  question  ?  In  the  first  place,  they 
certainly  did  not  repeal  the  statute  1469 : 
but  as,  from  the  proceedings  of  James 
2nd,  the  provisions  of  that  act  could  not 
be  observed  in  new  modelling  th^t^om- 
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iMln  coBocib  of  tbe  bar|;hB,  there  being 
of  necessity  no  old  councib  legally  elected 
in  existenee,  they«  as  an  extraordioary 
remedy,  paas^  a  special  statute,  autho- 
rising new  electiona  **  to  be  made  of  ordi- 
nary magistrates  and  town  councils  for 
tbe  several  royal  burghs,  by  the  poll ; 
find  that  on  audi  times,  and  at  the  sight  of 
such  persons  a&  tbe  states  shall  appoint." 
But  instead  of  that  poll  being  to  be  re- 
peated eadi  year,  which,  according  to 
the  claims  of  the  present  reformers^  ought 
to  have  been  provided  for,  the  statute  Teh 
the  efections  thereafter  to  be  made  in  the 
ordinary  manner,  by  the  old  councils 
electing  the  new. 

Indeed,  the  very  circumstance  of  thb 
net  having  been  passed,  was  utterlv  sub- 
fersive  of  the  aoctrioe  of  an  inherent 
riffht  of  election  residing  in  the  burgesses, 
when,  on  account  of  illegal  encroach- 
nents  on  their  liberties,  the  common* 
cooncUs  were  no  longer  able  to  elect 
Sheir  successors.  For  if  such  inherent 
right  had  existed,  instead  of  providing 
for  a  poll  election,  limited  both  as  to  time 
and  as  to  the  persons  before  whom  it 
akoidd  proceed,  all  that  the  convention 
parliament  would  have  done,  was  to  have 
declared  that  the  royal  burghs  having  suf- 
Isred  encroachments  on  their  liberties  and 
privileges,  b^  letters  and  recopimendations 
fjpom  the  kmg,  his  council,  and  others, 
whereby  their  coounon-councils  were  not 
legally  constitated,  the  same  should  be 
dissolved;  for  when  that  was  done,  the 
supposed  right  of  election  competent  to 
the  biirgessest  would,  as  a  matter  of 
eouise,  immediately  have  revived.  -In- 
stead of  following  that  course,  however, 
eiren  the  extraordinary  remedy  which  was 
resorted  to,  was  tramelled  and  controlled 
by  imposing  the  necesidty  of  obtaining  a 
warrant,  regulating  the  time  and  manner 
of  oarrytng  on  the  elections. 

Such  warrants,  in  point  of  fact,  were 
accordingly  granted,  Ist.  by  the  esUtes 
of  the  kingdom  theoiselves,  who,  in  virtue 
of  two  di&rent  acU  [1689,  C.  2  and  15], 
had  aasumed  and  exercised  all  the  powers 
of  tbe  government  during  the  interreg- 
num; and,  after  the  acceptance  of  the 
crown  by  William  and  Mary,  by  the  privy 
council  of  Scotland.  This  circumstance 
was  the  more  material,  that  in  the  ela- 
borate paper*  to  which  he  had  before 
referred,  it  was. contended,  that  in  point 
of  principle  no  such  warrant  was  required 
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in  anjr  case  to  enable  the  borgesiMa  to 
exercise  their  right  of  election.    But  it 
must  be  manifest,  that,  if  that  had  beep 
the  case,  the  period  now  alluded  to,  when 
the  government  of  the  country  was  ac- 
tually in  a  state  of  dissolution,  was  th^ 
time   when  those  warrants  would  have 
been  dispensed  with.    But  those  learned 
gentlemen,  in  support  of  their  doctrine, 
had  appealed  to  a  case  which  was  said  tp 
have  occurred  in  the  burgh  of  Queens- 
ferry,  in  the  year  1710,  in  which  ap 
election,  by  poll  of  tlie  burgesses,  had 
been  made  under  no  other  auumrity  thap 
that  of  the  convention  of  the  royal  burghs. 
This,  however,  w^s  an  inaccurate  state- 
ment of  the  proceeding.    If  the  record 
had  been  quoted  fairly  by  the  learned 
gentlemen,  it  would  have  been  seen,  that 
the  case,  instead  of  making  for  their  ar^ 
gument,  made  directly  against  it;  for  thp 
met  was,  that,  upon  an  actual  pxaminmiop 
of  the  journals  of  the  Gonventi<^n,  it  w^^ 
found,  that  so  entirely  satisfied  were  all 
concerned,  of  the  utter  illeg^ty  of  their 
proceeding,    that,    notwithstanding    th^ 
whole  parties  having  an  interest  in  the 
burgh  were  before  them,  the  convention 
required  of  those  parties  to  ''  enact  themr 
selves,'*  or  come  under  an  obligation  in 
writing,  **  to  sta^nd  to  the  determmation'' 
of  tbe  convention,  whatever  it  might  be, 
which  they  accordingly  did.     From  this 
it  was  manifest,  that  all  were  aware,  that 
had  that  agreement  not  been  made,  nf 
decree  which  the  convention  might  have 
pronounced,  could  have  been  rendered 
e6Fectual.    In  thus  limiting  the  poll  to  one 
single  election,  and  prescribing  that  there- 
after tbe  course  pointed  out  by  the  sta^ 
tute,  1469,  of  the  old  council  choosing 
the  new,  should  be  afterwards  pursuedv 
the  great  men  who  settled  and  secured 
the  government,  laws  and  liberties  of  the 
kingdom  sufficiently  declared  their  opi- 
nion, that  this  last  mode  of  election  was 
neither  grievous  nor  oppressive,  nor  en- 
tailed upon  their  fellow-citizens  a  humi* 
liating  and  degrading  tyranny. 

But  if  the  averments  and  assertions  on 
the  other  side  were  refuted  by  what  took 
place  at  the  Eevolutioo,  tliey  are  not  less 
authoritatively  contradicted  by  the  pro* 
ceedings  at  the  Union,  and  in  the  year 
174'6.  At  the  former  period,  it  was  well 
known  that  every  subject  by  which  publio 
discontent  could  be  excited,  was  anxiously 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  inflaming 
the  popular  phrensy ;  but  gentlemen  woul4 
in  vain  fearch  for  evidence  of  any  comr 


UU] 


Cat0^ih$  Burgh  of  Aberdeen. 


Arait  1,  18i9« 


Lisit 


phioC  htfing  been  tben  oHide  of  tbe  act 
liG9>  Ob  £•  oontnry.  although  it  was 
wuttccetifutty  attenpted  by  the  ancestor 
of  tka  noble  lord  oppontey  to  get  the 
nvCiolo  in  4he  treaty  or  anion  left  open  for 
the  reiriaion  of  the  British  parliamenti  it 
was  settled  de6aittTel7»  and,  as  far  as  «p- 
|ieer«9  without  any  munnur  out  of  doors, 
that  **  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
royal  burghs  in  Scotland,  as  their  now 
nre,  do  remaia  entire  after  the  Union, 
■ad  notwithstanding  thereof.*'  Those 
terns,  **  rights  and  privileges,"  he  was 
prepared  to  show,  a|»plied,  in  the  language 
of  the  iime,  to  the  right  of  the  old  council 
to ^ect4heir  successors.*  Instead  then 
of  the  statute  in  question  being  consi- 
dered as  an  evil,  it  was,  in  troth,  deemed 
one  of  the  securities  of  their  freedom,  and 
Sen  its  observance,  the  nation  accordingly 
ehouffht  fit  to  stipolate,  when  it  surren- 
teed  its  legislature. 

in  the  latter  period  again  (1746),  when 
the  nttention  of  the  British  {Murliaoient 
ens  iMHionlarly  called  to  the  important 
eobjeot  of  drourascribing  the  power  of 
Ih^  Scottish  aristocracy  (  when  there  could 
be  no  hias  on  the  part  of  a  whig  govem- 
— nil  to  maintain  the  power  of  tfo  com- 
SBen«ceuocils  of  the  burghs  of  Scotland,  as 
the  connoB-counciis  were  then  composed 
of 'the  lories,  while  the  burgesses  and  in- 
Inhitants  at  large  were  attached  to  the 
reigntng  fiuaily ),  this  ao  nmch  reprobated 
etalnte  was  allowed  to  reamin  unquestioned 
md  oncomplaiaedof,  as  the  great  charter 
of  the  corporations  of  that  part  of  the 
kingdom.    It  was  not  till  about  the  be- 

Sinning  of  the  French  revolution,  when 
e  power  of  the  rabble  was  appealed  to 
as  the  great  meaas  of  overtnruog  the  in- 
otitatioas  of.  the  state,  that  this  statute, 
md  the  mode  of  election  prescribed  by  it, 
was  lint  eemplaiaed  of;  and  it  therefore 
night  safely  be  condaded,  diat  while  all 
the  authorities,  a»d  the  statute  itself,  ut* 
terly  disproved  the  existence  of  those  pre- 
•enaions  which  wore  set  up  on  tbe  part  of 
the  burgesses,  the  history  of  the  nation, 
daring  a  period  of  three  centuries  and  a 
lud^  not  only  oenfirmed  their  testimony, 
hat  proved  that  the  alteration  made  by 
that  statute  on  the  constitution  of  the 
tHDfhs,  had  been  neither  grievous,  op* 
ffossive,  aor  tyrapinical. 

.  *  See  the  terms  enploy  ed  in  the  papers 
m  the  case  of  Doraharton,  19  Sept.  1689; 
and  of  North  Beawicir,  oame  4tfte,  ni  the 
privy  council  of  Scodaad. 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


But  the  noble  lord  had  appealed  to  the 
practice  in  simUar  cases,  as  beiog  in  op« 
position  to  the  proceeding  lately  reconn 
mended  and  adopted  in  the  case  of  Aber^ 
deen;  and  the  learned  gentleman,  in  th^ir 
memorial,  had  averred,  that  in  any  other 
branch,  either  of  constitutional  or  of  pri* 
vate  law,  such  a  deduction  of  practical 
cases  as  they  enumerated  would  be  held 
to  settle  the  law  of  the  question. 

Now,  though  it  was  neither  necessary 
nor  desirable,  to  found  upon  precedents 
occurring  before  the  Revolution,  because 
they  might  be  said  to  have  rcndted  in 
some  measure,  from  the  arbitrary  will  of 
the  sovereign  rather  than  as  being  (bunded 
upon  le«d  principle  (althoafjhbythe  way 
it  was  plain,  that  while  this  might  applv  to 
the  reians  of  Charles  and  James  ^no,  k 
could  have  no  reference  to  the  greater 
part  of  the  period  whidi  had  intervened 
betwixt  the  paning  of  the  statoto  and  the 
year  1689),  ^et  it  could  not  be  immaterial 
to  keep  in  mind,  that  no  one  instance  of  a 
poll-warrant  having  been  granted  during 
the  course  of  these  two  centuries  had  been 
brouffht  forward.  He  himself  had  been 
unable  to  find  one,  and  he  believed  none 
such  existed;  while,  on  the  contrary, 
there  were  instances  upon  record,  and 
those  too,  belong|ing  to  a  period  when  the 
government  was  in  opposition  to  the  so- 
vereign, and  popular  principles  predo« 
minated  in  die  councils  of  the  nation,^  of 
warrants  upon  an  avoided  election  *  being 
granted  to  the  old  councfl,  whose  pn^ 
oeedings  had  been  set  aside,  to  elect  their 
successors. 

But  while  he  should  not  rest  upon  those 
instances  as  authorities  of  themsdves,  it 
waa  plain  diat  if  they  accorded  with  the 
practice  subsequent  to  the  Revolution^ 
they  must  necessarily  tond  very  powerfiiUy 
to  confirm  the  conclusion  that  die  ptao- 
tice  was  in  conformi^  with  tbe  leading 
principles  of  the  constitutional  arid  burgh 
law  of  the  country. 

He  should,  therefore,  proceed  to  con- 
sider  the  instances  In  which  warrants  of 
dection  had  been  granted  subsequent  to 
the  period  of  the  Revolution.  In  an  ap- 
penaix  to  a  paper  which  had  been  pub« 
lished,  as  explanatory  of  the  memorial  for 
the  burgesses  of  Invemen  (which  he  ob« 
served  in  the  hands  of  some  of  the  gentlo« 

men  opporito,  and  which  purported  to 

-  -     -  -  -     ^— — — — 

*  There  is  one  instance  in  the  burgh 
of  Aberdeen,  about  the  time  of  the  great 
febellion» 
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have  for  its  object  the  information  of  the 
members  of  that  House),  it  had  been 
stated,  that  between  the  period  of  the  Re- 
volution and  the  Union,  forty-five  such 
instances  were  to  be  found  m  the  pro- 
ceedings before  the  privy  council  of  Scot- 
land; and  that  of  these,  forty  warrants 
empowered  the  burgesses  to  elect  the 
aommon-council  by  poll.  In  point  of 
candour,  however,  the  authors  of  that 
publication,  whoever  they  might  be,  ought 
to  have  stated,  that  of  those,  thirty-seven 
were  warrants  granted  immediately  after 
the  assumption  of  the  government  by  king 
"William,  not  in  the  ordinary  exercise  of 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  but  expressly 
in  terms  of  the  act  of  the  estates  appoint- 
ing an  election  to  be  made  in  the  different 
burghs  of  the  kingdom,  by  a  poll  of  the 
burgesses.  Such  warrants,  therefore,  were 
not  granted  in  the  ordinary  course  of  law, 
but  in  obedience  to  the  temporary  and 
extraordinary  remedy  adopted  by  the 
legislature,  to  correct  the  wrongs  com- 
mitted by  James  the  2nd ;  while  two  of 
she  others,  viz.  Burntisland  and  Culross, 
were,  in  fact,  granted  under  circumstances 
exactly  similar.  For  in  those  two  in- 
stances, the  elections  made  by  virtue  of 
the  act  of  the  estates,  had  been  avoided ; 
and  as  there  was  no  old  legal  council  in 
existence,  by  whom  their  successors  could 
be  elected,  the  privy  council  was,  ex 
neuuiUUe^  compelled  to  direct  an  election 
to  be  made  by  a  poU  of  the  burgesses. 
In  fact,  unless  they  had  so  done,  the 
privy  council  would  have  been  virtually 
disappointing  the  object  which  the  lem- 
latttre  had  in  view,' of  having  one  election 
•all  over  the  kinedom,by  a  poll  of  the  bur- 
gesses. The  third  case  of  Djrsart,  was 
distinguished  from  the  whole  in  a  most 
important  particular,  which  should  be 
afterwards  pointed  out;  and  which  utteriy 
disproved  the  allegation,  that  upon  an 
election  of  a  common-council  being 
avoided,  a  poll  was  held  to  be  the  legal 
and  ordinary  mode  of  reviving  the  func- 
tions of  a  royal  burgh  ;  indeed,  it  esta- 
blished that  the  rule  was  quite  the  other 
way..  He  should,  therefore,  take  leave  to 
say  that  of  those  cases,  thirty-nine  must 
be  put  out  of  view  altogether,  the  war- 
^aols  having  been  grants  in  virtue  of  the 
act  of  the  estates. 

But  five  instances  of  this  list  of  cases 
which  had  occurred  before  the  Union  re- 
mained, in  which  it  was  admitted,  that 
upon  elections  having  been  avoided,  the 
warrant  was  granted  to  the  old  cooocUy 
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whose  proceedines  had  been  set  aside,  to 
elect  the  new.  There  were,  however,  six 
other  instances,  which  were  not  to  bo 
found  in  that  list  to  which  he  had  referred ; 
and  which,  although  they  must  have  been 
under  the  eye  of  the  persons  by  whom  it 
was  compiled,  and  whose  views  and  lan- 
guage, it  could  not  fail  to  be  observed, 
corresponded  in  a  singular  and  conge* 
nial  manner  with  that  employed  in  the 
memorial  of  Inverness,  were  altogether 
omitted.  In  four*  of  those  instances,  as 
well  as  in  the  five  which  he  had  just  men- 
tioned, the  warrant  was  directed  to  the 
magistrates  and  council,  whose  acts  had 
been  avoided,  whose  year,  as  it  was  said^ 
had  run  out,  and  who  had  thus  returned 
into  the  common  mass  of  the  burgesses^ 
requiring  and  authorising  them  to  assem- 
ble and  to  elect  their  successors ;  while 
in  the  fifth,f  the  old  magistrates  were 
reinstated  in  their  situations;  and  in  Uia 
sixthyj:  thirty-three  persons  were  spe- 
cially appointed  to  make  the  new  dectioik 

Of  those  twelve  cases,  then,  whi^ 
were  at  all  applicable  to  '  the  present 
question,  eleven  were  granted  to  the  old 
magistrates  and  council,  to  elect  their 
successors;  and,  therefore,  considering 
that  they  were  granted  at  a  time  when 
the  privy  council  of  Scotland  was  comv 
posed  of  as  enli^tened  and  disinterested 
statesmen,  and  as  great  lawyers  as  had 
ever  been  called  upon  to  administer  the 
laws  of  any  country ;  they  ought,  upon 
the  very  principles  assumed  upon  the 
other  side,  to  be  held  to  have  constituted 
the  law  on  the  point  in  question.  • 

But  the  twelfth  case  which  occurs  in 
that  mutilated  list,  as  having  been  a  war* 
rant  for  a  poll  election,-*the  case  of 
Dysart,  in  the  year  1690,  to  which  allu- 
sion had  before  been  made,  seemed  to 
fix,  beyond  a  doubt,  what  was  the  con- 
stitutional principle  by  which  the  pro- 
ceedines,  in  all  such  cases,  were  to  be  re- 
gulated, and  which  was  quite  in  oppo* 
sition  to  the  argument  maintainea  in 
behalf  of  the  burgesses.  In  that  case^ 
there  was  a  petition  to  the  privy  council 
for  a  poll  election,  and  a  warrant  for  a 
poll  election  was  granted  accordingly, 
*'  Providing  always,  that  there  be  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  last  Old  Council 
of  the  burgh,  who  will  qualify  themselves^ 

«  Kirkaldy,  1690*    Edin.  1691.  Edin. 
1692,  and  S.    Kirkaldy,  1702. 
t  St.  Andrews,  1692. 
%  Jedburgh,  1690. 
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•ecording  to  law,  for  nmktog  Ibis  yoAr's 
eleclioQi  which  the  said  lords  of  privy 
couocil  ordain  to  be  made  appear  before 
•«— ^—  Wemyss  «f  fiogie,  whom  they 
appoint  to  be  present  at»  and  see  the  said 
new  election  made,  in  case  there  be  not 
an  Old  CouncH  of  the  said  burgh,  as 
said  is/' 

This  case  conclusively  established,  that 
so  clearly  were  those  eminent  men  of  opi- 
nion that  it  was  only  in  cases  of  necessity 
that  a  poll  warrant  could  be  granted,  that 
they  in  fact  refused  the  prayer  of  the 
single  petition  which  was  before  tliem,  by 
cooceoing  a  poll  warrant  only  in  the  event 
of  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of 
the  old  council  to  make  a  lesai  election. 
.  But  the  charge  of  unduly  omitting 
notice  of  cases  which  had  actually  oc* 
cnrred,  and  which  must  be  of  such  high 
authority  in  forming  an  opinion  of  the 
present  question,  is  not  to.  be  confined 
merely  to  the  list  in  question.  In  the 
memorial  addroMed  to  the  privy  council, 
the  learned  gentlemen  have  stated,  in 
express  terms,  *<  that  by  an  unvarying 
practice  since  the  revolution,  the  bur- 
gesses, dejurey  had  a  right  to  a  poll  war- 
rant on  the  elections  made  by  the  com- 
mon-councils of  the  burghs  being  avoid- 
ed." Yet,  strange  to  tell,  that  memorial 
was  utterly  silent  on  all  the  cases  which 
had  occurred  between  the  Revolution 
and  the  Union,  to  which  chiefly  consi- 
dering of  what  men  the  privy  council  of 
Scotland  -  was  constituted,  every  one 
would  naturally  have  looked,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  legal  principle  by  which 
proceedings  of  that  description  at  pre- 
aeot  should  have  been  regulated.  It  was 
impossible  for  him  to  attribute  such  omis- 
aion,  considering  the  anxiety  with  which 
that  memorial  was  drawn  up,  and  consi- 
dering the  strong  resemblance  which  it 
bore  to  the  other  production  to  which  he 
had  referred,  and  in  which  some  of  those 
instances  were  adverted  to,  to  ignorance 
or  unintentional  error.  The  omission, 
however  was  undeniable,  and  the  purpose 
iot  which  it  was  made  could  not  be  mis- 
taken. He  should  only  observe,  that  to 
his  mind,  the  omission  forcibly  admitted, 
that  the  practice  of  that  period  was  so 
decideiilv  adverse  to  the  proposition 
which  the  noble  lord  maintained,  that 
even  men  of  the  most  eminent  talent 
thought  it  more  advisable  for  their  argu- 
ment to  pass  it  over  than  to  attempt  to 
explain  it^— But  he  must  take  the  liberty 
of  observing  f urthor,  with  regard  to  the 


unqualified  terms  in  which  it  was  asserted, 
that  there  had  since  the  revolution,  been 
an  invariable  practice  of  grantinff  pott 
warrants  to  the  burgesses;  that  it  a&rded 
another  instance  of  the  gross  and  palpa- 
ble delusion  which  was  practised  to  excite 
a  clamour  for  rights,  which  had  never 
belonged  to  them,  among  the  burgesses 
of  Scotland.  Ancient  laws  had  boaa 
misinterpreted;  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  1469  had  been  murepresented ;  a 
list,  erossly  inaccurate  and  imperfect*  of 
the  decided  cases,  had  been  made  and  in- 
dustriously circulated,  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  an  agitation  in  the  minds  of  the 
burgesses,  and  producing  a  clamour  fcr 
reform,  all  of  which  proceedings  would, 
he  hoped,  enable  the  House  to  appre« 
elate  the  weight,  which  was  due  to  the 
petitions  on  the  table. 

He  would  now  come  to  consider  the 
practice  which  had  obtained  betwixt 
the  Union  and  the  year  1781,  when  a 
poll  warrant  was  granted  to  the  burgh  of 
Stirling.  During  that  period,  therewere 
to  be  found  in  the  list  to  which  lefierence 
had  before  been  made  thirty-two  cases  in 
all.  Of  these,  twenty*three  elections,  he 
understood  the  noble  lord  to  have  stated, 
had  been  made,  in  virtue  of  poll  warrants, 
by  the  burgesses  [Lord  Archibald  Ha- 
milton assented  to  this  statement].  But 
the  noble  lord  was  contradicted  in  this 
assertion  by  the  terms  of  the  very  list 
which  he  held  in  his  hand.  In  point  of 
fact,  only  eight  of  those  cases  were  di« 
rected  to  be  msde  by  a  poll  of  the  bur* 
gesses.  In  the  other  sixteen,  the  warrants 
directed  the  elections  to  be  made,  not  by 
the  burgesses,  but  by  the  burgesies  and 
inhabitants.  But  what  right  bad  the  iiw 
habitants  to  be  called  in,  if  the  inherent 
right  was  in  the  burgesses?  And  bow 
csme  they  to  be  calleid  in,  unless  there 
was  vested  in  the  Crown  a  discretionary 
right  of  empowering  whom  it  would  to 
revive  the  elections  in  a  burgh  whose 
the  right  of  dection  had  become  dormant } 
IndoM,  it  would  be  admitted,  if  not  by 
the  noble  lord,  at  least  by  the  petitioners, 
of  whose  numbers  he  boasted,  that  it  was 
as  great  an  infringement  of  the  privileges 
of  Uie  burffesses  to  sraot  a  warrant  toper- 
sons  who  did  not  belong  to  their  body,  to 
co-operate  along  with  them  in  making  the 
elections,  and  who,  in  most  towns,  from 
dieir  numbers,  would  completely  over- 
whelm the  votes  of  the  ordinary  butgesseib 
as  to  grant  it  exclusively  to  the  magis- 
trates, and  the  old  councilSi  who^  at  least, 
e 
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poneited  the  quattfication  of'  being  nciii^ 
bera:  of  the  coiporation ;  and,  in  most 
dases,  formed  its  most  worthy  and  respect- 
able portion. 

Bnt  in  one  of  those  twenty«three  casesi 
and  Aat  not  one  of  the  least  considerable, 
(that  of  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  16th 
June,  1746)  not  only  were  the  merchants 
and  tradesmen,  whether  of  the  town  or 
AoC,  empowered  to  vote  in  the  dection  of 
the  magistrates  and  council,  but  eren  the 
inerchaQts  and  tradesmen  residing  in  the 
sobiirbs.  In  another  (that  of  liiniithgow, 
4th  May  1759),thewarrant  was  conceived 
in  similar  terms ;  and,  in  the  case  of  Ding- 
wall  in  1759,  even  the  heritors  or  holders 
of  veal  property  within  the  burgh,  pro- 
vided they  bore  a  pyt  of  the  public  our- 
thens,  were  directed  to  vote  along  with 
the  bur{;esses. 

But  if  to  drcnmstances  of  each  of 
ihoie  cases,  in  which  a  poll  warrant  was 
mnted  were  considerea,  they  would  be 
Smiid  very  &r  from  bearing  out  the  pro- 
position so  broadly  maintained  in  the  Me* 
morial,  and  by  the  noble  lord.  In  three 
of  the  cases,  viz,  Burntisland,  1709» 
Kirkaldy,  1715,  and  Linlinthgow,  1759, 
there  was  no  old  council  existing ;  and, 
therefore,  as  in  the  case  of  Dysart,  be- 
fore mentioned,  a  poll  was  resorted  to  as 
ft  oiatter  of  necessit  v« 

In  other  six  of  the  cases,*  where  poll 
warrants  had  been  granted,  the  elections 
had  been  avoided  on  account  of  bribery 
on  the  part  of  the  old  council.  The  so- 
vereign, therefore,  if  not  by  law,  at  least 
in  the  sound  exercise  of  his  royal  prero- 
gative and  discretion,  was  disabled  from 
reviving  the  burghs  by  an  election  to  be 
made  by  men  who  were  thus  contaminated, 
ftnd  who,  by  the  recorded  judgment  of 
the  courts  of  judicature^  might  even  be 
liable  to  punishment  on  account  of  their 
corruption.  Those  cases  then  could  af- 
ford no  evidence  in  support  of  the  pre- 
tensions which  were  now  maintained. 

In  four  more  of  the  cases,t  the  elec- 
tions had  been  reduced,  in  consequence 
of  the  majority  of  the  councils  having, 
from  corrupt  motives,  made  separate  elec- 
tions, which  were  avoided  by  the  court  of 
sessioo,  which  could  not  sustain  the  elec- 
tions made  by  the  minority,  the  meeting 

1     <  ■      ■^l  ■  ■■■■■-■■■■,.    .,     ,.    ■     ^ 

•  Dingwall  1759,  Inverkeithins  1766, 
Piktenweem  1767,  Anstruther  Wester 
1767,  Jedburgh  1774,  Stirling  1781. 

t  Montrose  1723,  Haddington  17^ 
Dysart  1725»  Jedburg  1728. 
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held  by  the  jnmority  not  amoimting  to 
the  major  part  of  the  councOi  andform« 
ing  a^onoif^  In  those  eases,  therefore^ 
poll  warrants  were  resorted  to  of  necee- 
sity,  because,  while  the  major  part  of  tto 
councils  had  incapacitated  themselveftf 
the  warrants  could  not  be  addressed  tv 
the  minority,  which  could  not  conatituta 
a  legal  meeting. 

In  the  lemaininff  eases,  the  corporations 
had  been  deprived  of  the  power  of  elect- 
ing their  common  councils  by  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  rebels  in  the  yean  1715 
mid  1745;  and  the  House  would  be  satia** 
fied  from  the  authori^  whieh   he  wan 
about  to  read,  that  those  cases,  instead 
of  supporting  the  arguuRut  of  the  peti* 
tioners,  by  proving  that  poU  warranta 
were  granted  as  a  matter  of  rights  stitt 
fiirther  demonstrated  that  warrants  of  that 
description  were  onl^  granted  of  Deces«« 
sity,  wnen  the  old  magistrates  and  conneiifl 
were  by  law  incapacitated,  or  where  it 
was  legally  inexpedient,  by  the  exercise 
of  the  royal  prerogative,  to  revive  theit 
power  of  electing  their  successors.    The 
authority  to  which  he  referred  wea  that  of 
sir  David  Dahrymple,    of  Hailes,   then 
lord  advocate,  sir  James  Steoart,  thea 
solicitor-general,   and  of  Cockbnm    of 
Ormiston,  then  lord  justice  dedt,  who» 
in  the  year  1716,  had  been  required  by 
the  king  in  council  to  consider  and  report 
their  opinion  as  to  the  most  proper  and 
effectual  method  of  re-setthng  the  maifpB^ 
tracy  of  certain  burghs,  wlme  electiona 
had  been   interruptml  by  the  rebeftioiu 
.    These  very  eminent  persons  stated  in 
their  report  that  they  concurred  in  opi* 
nion,  *<  that  not  any  one  rule  can  be  found 
to  accommodate  the  case  of  every  burgh 
for  answering  the  ends  of  vour  lordship's 
(the  secretary  of  state's)  letter;  bat  the 
most  regular  and  easy  method  that  occurs 
to  us,  is,  that  the  magistrates  of  this  last 
year,  be,  by  order  of  council,  appointed 
to  elect  magistrates  and  councils  for  Xht 
remaining  part  of  this  year,  until  theleets 
of  the  next  annual  elections,  aoeordiDg 
to  the  constitutions  of  the  several  burghs^ 
which  will  be  lAout  Mlchaehnat  next,  de* 
barrinff  all  persons  who  have  been  con« 
cemed  in  any  acts  of  disafiecttoo,  diving 
the   rebellion,  from  eleetmg  or   bemg 
elected*'^     The  opinion   proceeded    lo 
stote,  that,  **Io  aome   buxghs   Ae   d^ 
footion  has  been  so  great,  that  thsfo  doea 
not  remam  a  eaenfM,  according  to  the 
constitution  or  the  oofperalion,  of  ps»* 
soas  te  proceed  to  m  electmi ;  aad»  jst 
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\f  w^  994  bnmbif  of  opinioiv 
thai  l^M  »  a  neociaitv  of  •  popular  eleo* 
lfOD»  by  poll  of  Ae  mrgbcrs  and  fraa* 
molly  sUcb  as  hm  boon  ippoinlod  itntiethe 
Unioot  in  the  burghi  of  Borntiilaad  aod 
Kirk^dyv  bjr  order  of  oouociL  Of  this 
kkitJi  tho  ttNMt  ooafaidarable  it  iho  burgh 
•f  Dundee ;  but  atich  ordera  iti  oounoil 
do  rtquira  tonio  raatricliona,  and  moro 
oipeciaMy  that  none  be  adoMtied'to  deot 
or  be  ohcted,  who  have  been  oonoemed 
in  ant  acts  of  disaffeetloo  during  the  late 
lebBllton* 

TheM  opjnlom  weto  entitled  to  the 
greater  weigbt»  that  one  of  the  emidenA 
aidivlduala  bjr  iHiom  Ifaey'  werto  giTen» 
bold  at  the  Ume  one  of  the  highest  ju* 
dioial  iriuntions*  tn  the  kingdom;  end 
Ibey  setoed  oonclttstf  efy  to  establish  not 
OiBrcly  the  reason  why  poll  warrants  had 
bten  granted  in  tlie  tnstaaces  in  oueitioni 
but  ae  bad  pretiouaiy  been  hM  by  die 
eminent  judges,  wbo  had  filed  tbe  office 
«f  privy  coimoiliors  before  Che  Union,  thai 
they  eould  only  leg^y  be  granted  in 
oases  of  Aecesstty»  where  Im  mode  of 
eieotion  pointed  out  by  the  statute 
ooald  not  be  firiloweiL  It  aaigbt  be 
observed  too,  that  this  opinion  afibrded 
another  instance  of  the  total  want  of  reli* 
ance  that  eondd  be  placed  epM  the  aecu* 
racy  of  the  statomentsyoren  in  matters  of 
fact,  of  the  memorial  of  ibe  boigesses  of 
laremess,  so  often  refcirsd  to;  it  beiog 
asserted  in  that  paper,  that  the  wamnts 
to  Aberdeen  at»d  imremess  bed  been 
granted  to  the  magistrates  to  deet  their 
aooceMota,  beeanse  the  bumsses  were 
disafleeted;  while  it  clearly  appeared 
that  it  was  only  in  those  csse^  where 
there  was  not  a  sufficient  quorum  of  the 
old  oounoil,  who  were  well  afieotod  that 
recourse  was  had  to  a  poB« 

Of  the  whole  tweoty^three  eases,  as 
constituthig  the  practice  in  favour  of  war* 
rants  for  eleetion  by  poll  asserted  to  be 
invariaUe,  twent;p4wo  had  thus  been  ai^ 
iisibctortly  explmned  aod  accounted  for. 
The  grounds  upon  which  the  deetioo  in 
the  Mier*  had  been  avoided,  had  not 
been  disoevceed;  but  it  coidd  not  be 
reckoned  an  unfkir  inference  to  con- 
dude,  that  it  muBt  have  been  granted 
upon  prmdples  not  ineonsf  stent  sritii  those 
acted  upon  in  the  nnawrous  instances, 
whioh  bed  boen  explained. 

In  the  reaminiog  aix  cases  of  the 
twenty«iiine,  it  was  admicied  that  the 


Ariix.  1,  1M9* 


CiaM 


of  deetioo  had  bten  addressed  to 
the  old  maaiatimtea,  or  the  dd  magisti ales 
and  oounoil  He  therefore  held  hlsssdf 
entitibd  to  eondude»  from  a  oeosideralioii 
of  the  wbde  of  the  caaea  in  i|aeatien,  thai 
idalaad  of  the  bumsses  havings  w  feo0g^ 
niaed  and  acknowledgad  tilfo  to  insiil  aa 
a  matter  of  right,  upon  a  poU  warranS,  it 
would  have  been  a  more  aecorato  staler 
amnt  of  the  law,  to  have  laid  il  down  that 
the  Crown  had  no  right,  caeept  in  eaaaa 
of  aotud  noeeasity^  to  grant  a  watvaat  ef 
that  deacriptton. 

It  was  proper,  however,  to  manlte% 
diat  m  the  year  1747,  a  oaae  eaaim 
before  the  Coast  ef  Sttsioo^  m  wlueh 
a  warrant  had  been  granted  by  the  king 
in  cdondl,  to  the  aaigibifalea  and  town 
ooondl  of  Montroae^  to  eleet  tbek' 
suocesaors  after  their  erdinerj  dectian 
bad  been  prevented  by  the  opemtiona  ef 
the  rebels^  In  Ihat  case,  undonbledljr^ 
lord  Ardaton  j[afterwards-]ofdplesident 
of  the  court  ot  sesnoo,  aada  person  of 
the  first  eminenoe  as  a  lawyer)  ddtverad 
his  opinion  that  the  Gtown  bad  been  ill 
edviiwd  aa  to  tbo  ah^m  of  the  warranty 
wbich  oojght  to  bavo  been,  bia  lardsbi|^ 
thoocht,  one  aulboriaing  an  dediow  m 
a  pdl  ci  the  buigesses.  But  dthongh 
tUs  was  the  opinioo  of  that  leam#d  ifm* 
son,  the  odier  judgea  Aonght  otbermaos 
and  there  were  lawyera  of  not  less  omir 
nenoe  than  him  upon  the  bench  at  the 
time,  who  took  part  in  the  disousskmb 
Aom^  otbcu,  Forbes  of  CuUoden,  theft 
lord  presajbat  (who  is  stnngdy  quoted  in 
tbemmondsoiBftenreferredto,asevincisy 
an  opposite  o|Hoion,  in  oonsejisenoo  ef 
bis  hating  oficiated  as  a  commisaionor  H 
a  .poU  deotion  for  Inverness,  twenty  yeaaa 
before^  not  only  dissented  from  that  imi* 
oioa,  but  delivered  a  clear  and  deddod 
judgment,  in  ef»positioD  to  thnt  of  lord 
Amiston  s  and  it  must  be  admitled  upon 
dl  hands,  that  no  nmo  more  distinguiAed 
as  a  statesman,  ns  a  patriot,  or  aa  a  con- 
stitutional lawyer,  ever  presided  in  the 
court  of  sesskm.* 


m^mt^ 
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^  In  the  memovid  for  the  burgeases  ef 
Inveroeas,  it  is  stated  that  in  the  case  of 
Brechin,  in  oonsequenoe  of  this  opinion 
of  lord  Amiston,  a  warrant  addrsssed  to 
fhe  former  magistrstes  and  eoundl,  wito 
Imd  been  interrupted  by  the  rebels,  em* 
powering  them  to  eUct  their  suoeeasota, 
was  actully  oountemanded;  andawwr- 
nmt  for  an  deetion  by  pell  of  the  bor» 
gesses,  granted  in  its  room,  Ibe  jodgmoMt 
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1  Let  the  authority  of  lord  Anuston, 
therefore^  be  rated  as  high  as  it  mighti  it 
could  not  be  placed  higher  than  that  of 
lord  president  ForbeSy  nor  even  entitled 
to  such  weight  and  consideration,  con- 
sidering it  was  not  supported,  as  his  ford- 
ship  had  beeoi  by  that  of  the  whole  of  the 
other  judges.  But  the  House  had  been 
teld»  that  Mr.  Wight,  in  his  treatise  on 
elections,  corroborated  the  opinion  of  lord 
Arniston ;  and  in  the  memorial  in  behalf 
of  the  burgesses  of  InvemesSy  it  was  said 
that  there  was  no  authority  which  could 
possibly  be  referred  to  in  support  of  an  op- 
posite doctrine,  and  that  no  writer  since 
Mr.  Wight  had  ventured  to  contradict 
his  opinion. 

Now  it  was  no  doubt  true  that  Mr.  Wight 
did  give  that  opinion,  and  that  Mr.  Wight 
was  a  very  eminent  lawyer ;  but  it  was  not 
true  that  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Wight  had 
never  been  contradictedby  any  later  autho- 
rity.  In  point  of  fact  too,  it  was  unques- 
tionable, that  although  a  lawyer  in  great 
practice  and  of  much  learning,  that  part 
of  Mr.  Wight's  treatise  which  respected 
the  burghs  was  the  least  perfect  and  the 
least  valuable  of  the  whole  work.  There 
were  many  circumstances,  and  particularly 

of  lord  Arniston,  in  tUe  case  of  Montrose, 
having  been  pronounced  on  the  SSrd  of 
January,  1747»  and  the  poll-warrant  having 
been  granted  to  the  burgh  of  Brechin  on 
the  26th  of  June,  1747';  and  this  allegation 
was  affain  made  by  Mr.  Hume,  (member 
for  Montrose,  &c.),  in  the  course  of  the 
debate.  It  was  stated,  however,  in  expla- 
nation by  the  lord  advocate,  that  the  me- 
moralists  of  Inverness,  their  learned 
advisers,  and  the  hon.  member  must  be 
mistaken  in  the  above  statement ;  for  in 
conseaoence  of  the  style  not  being  then 
altered,  the  year  began  upon  the  &th  of 
March,  and  therefore  the  26th  of  June, 
1747,  preceded  the  2Srd  of  January,  1747. 
The  judgment  of  lord  Arniston,  therefore, 
could  not  have  affected  the  proceedings 
of  the  king  in  cotihcil  in  the  case  of 
Brechin;  and  the  alteration  had  more 
probabljr  been  occasioned  by  its  having 
been  discovered  by  the  advisers  of  the 
Crown,  that  the  magistrates  and  council 
of  the  burgh  of  Brechin,  were  in  the  pre- 
dicament pointed  out  by  the  law  offi- 
cers of  the  Crown,  and  the  lord  justice 
clerk  in  their  report,  and  that,  there- 
fore, there  was  a  necessity  in  sound  dis- 
cretion for  calling  in  the  co-operation  of 
the  burgesses. 


liojf^  Burgii'^ 
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the  welUknown  trias  which  ha  natundly  re* 
ceived  from  cases  in  which  he  was  profes« 
sionally  engaged,  and  under  the  influence 
of  which  his  book  was  composed,  that 
weakened  its  authority.  In  ^e  !»^fflftnffr 
in  question,  so  little  consideration  did  Mr. 
Wight  seem  to  have  bestowed  upon  the 
subject,  that  he  nearly  adopted  the  words 
of  lord  Arniston,  without  stating  that  lord 
Arniston,  was  in  a  minority  of  one,  or 
pointing  out  the  reason  why  in  opposition 
to  the  sense  of  the  maiortty  of  the 
judges,  he  thought  6t  to  lay  down  the 
doctrine  of  his  lordship  as  the  law  of  the 
land. 

In  order,  however,  to  judge  of  the 
value  of  Mr.  Wight's  authority  in  tl^  in- 
stance, it  was  not  immaterial  to  dbietwe, 
that  he  had  stated,  as  the  ground  of  hia 
opinion,  in  favour  of  an  election  by  poll, 
that  in  the  event  of  an  annual  election,  in 
a  royal  burgh  in  Scotland,  being  avoided, 
a  warrant  to  revive  it  might  be  demanded 
as  a  matter  of  right,  because  the  burgh 
was  not  thereby  disfranchised;  while  in 
England,  no  such  tight  existed,  the  burgh 
being  in  such  a  case  actually  dissolved,  ita 
lands  and  other  property  returning  to  the 
grantor.  This  statement,  if  correct^ 
would  not,  however,  warrant  the  oondn- 
sion  at  which  that  author  had  arrived*  II 
was  true,  that  in  consequence  of  theartidea 
of  the  union,  it  might  be  competent-to  aH 
p'ersohs  having  an  interest  in  a  royal  boigh 
so  situated  as  to  demand  as  a  matter  of 
right,  that  its  functions  should  be  revived; 
but  it  would  not  also  idlow,  that  those 
persons  whether  burgesses  or  others,  had 
a  right  to  insist  upon  bein|^  authorised  by 
the  warrant,  to  act  as  the  mstrumeots  ef 
operating  that  revival.  That  must  neces* 
sarily  depend  upon  the  extent  of  the  pre* 
rogative  and  discretion  of  the  Crown,  or 
of  the  rights  inherent  in  the  burgesses^ 
either  as  they  originally  existed,  or  had 
been  modified  by  the  acts  of  the  legisla- 
ture, or  in  theolu  council;  and  whether  the 
matter  were  to  be  considered  in  one  point 
of  view  or  the  other,  all  pretensions  to 
such  right  in  the  burgesses  had  been  de- 
monstratively^ shown  to  be  utterly  un« 
founded. 

But  in  so  far  as  Mr.  Wight's  opinion 
depended  on  his  representation  of  the 
rignu  of  the  English  burghs,  when  placed 
in  a  similar  situation,  it  was  undefstood 
to  be  altogether  maccurate.  A  corpora- 
tion in  England,  at  no  time  had  neen 
held  to  be  mssolved  by  its  failure  to  con- 
tinue itsdf.    By  ao  doingi  it  lost  nothing 
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boc  the  power  of  electbg  its  moniciDal 
eoondl.  Its  landi  and  other  property  aid 
notretum  to  the  grantor.*  It  only  became 
dormaDt  till  restored  to  its  activit^r  by  the 
warrant  of  the  Crown.  When  so  situated, 
it,  in  fact,  was  rednced  to  the  same  situa- 
tion as  a  royal  burgh  in  Scotland  when  its 
annual  election  was  ayoided,  which  also 
required  the  authori^  of  the  Crown  to 
revive  its  functions.  It  was  plain,  there- 
fore, that  Mr.  Wight's  authority  upon 
diis  subject  could  not  be  regarded  with 
nuch  consideration,  the  whole  subject 
hsTrng  been  very  imperfectly  investigated 
by  that  learned  author. 

But  so  utterly  unfounded  was  it  in  Act, 
that  no  writer  smce  the  time  of  Mr.  Wight 
bad  ventured  to  state  an  opposite  doctrine 
or  to  contradict  his  opinion,  that  there 
was  only  one  writer  who,  from  tliat  period 
lo  the  present,  had  published  a  work  upon 
the  subject  (the  late  Mr.  Bell),  and  he 
dissented  from  Mr.  Wight's  opinion,  in 
Che  most  express  and  decided  terms.  The 
bon.  and  leurned  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
J*  P.  Orantj  seemed  to  Question  the.  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Bell's  worK,  and  to  express 
n  disregard  for  his  opinion ;  and  this  was 
BO  new  practice  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman.  When  an  authority  was 
quoted  against  him,  which  he  could  not 
reply  to,  lie  attempted  to  undervalue  it. 
In  the  debate  which  took  place  upon  a 
fftomt  of  Scotch  law  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, he  had  denied  authority  to  Mr.  Bur- 
nett's woric  on  the  criminal  law,  while  it 
was  matter  of  notoriety  that  the  book  was 
daOy  referred  to  by  the  most  eminent 
judges  in  the  supreme  court.  He  now, 
in  the  same  summary  manner,  it  seemed, 
wished  to  dispose  or  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Bell,  who  was  the  lecturer  appointed  by 
the  writers  to  the  signet  to  teach  the  law 
of  Scotland  to  their  society.  He  protest* 
cd  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  right  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  possessed 
of  thus  summarily  pronouncing  upon  the 
merits  of  the  works  of  eminent  men  re- 
specting the  law  of  Scotland;  and  of  re- 
quiring of  the  House  to  believe,  upon  his 
testimony,  those  which  were  ana  thoae 
which  were  not  received  in  the  Scotch 
courts  as  works  of  authority.  In  the  pre- 
ient  inetanee,  in  particular,  it  appeared, 
that  as  Mr.  Bell*s  opinion  coincioed  with 
that  of  the  whole  court,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  judge,  it  was  entitled  to  far 
gvoater  respect  than  that  of  Mr.  Wight ; 
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unless,  indeed,  by  the  same  assumption  of 
power,  the  House  was  to  be  told  that  thw 
opinions  of  lord  president  Forbes  and  his* 
thirteen  brethren  was  not  regarded  as  of 
equal  weight  in  the  law  of  Jutland  with 
the  solitary  unsupported  authority  of  lord 
Amiston.  But,  moreover,  the  mere  fiict 
of  Mr.  Bell  having  given  that  opinion, 
ought  to  convince  the  House  witn  what 
distrust  those  statements  ought  to  be  re* 
ceived  as  to  points  offset  which  were  con- 
tained in  the  memorial  for  the  bui^essee 
of  Invemeis,  in  which  it  was  unreservedl j 
asserted  that  no  such  opinion  had  ever 
been  given. 

V^ile  thus  referring  to  the  opinions  of 
Mr.  Wight  and  Mr.  mU,  founded  on  the 
judgment  given  in  the  case  of  Coutts  and 
Doig,  it  was  proper  to  mention  that  a 
proceeding  exactly  similar  to  that  which 
had  occurred  in  tmit  case,  had  taken  place 
in  the  present. 

The  burgesses  of  Aberdeen,  who  were 
said,  by  the  act  of  the  Crown  to  have  been 
deprived  of  their  constitutional  right  of 
electing  their  magbtrates  by  poll,  instead 
of  being  advised  by  their  learned  counsel, 
(most,  if  not  all  of  whom  also  subscribed 
the  memorial  fbr  the  burgesses  of  Inver- 
ness), to  bring  the  question  of  the  legality 
of  die  warrant  to  trial,  by  an  action  to 
have  it  avoided  before  the  supreme  court ; 
proceeding  upon  the  assumption  thst  the 
warrant  was  legiU,  had  complained  to  the 
court  of  session,  that  in  the  course  of  the 
election  made  under  iu  authority,  its  di- 
rections and  provisions  had  not  been  com- 
plied with,  and  therefore  praying  that  the 
election  might  be  set  aside.  When^  deli* 
vering  its  judgment  upon  the  merits  of 
that  complaint,  as  in  the  case  of  Coutts 
and  Doig,  the  court  (and  had  the  warrant 
been  so  unconstitutional  and  illegal  as  ris* 
presented,  it  no  doubt  would  have  done 
so)  might  as  lord  Amiston  had  done, 
have  animadverted  upon  the  erroneous 
advice  which  had  been  given  to  the  Crown 
as  to  the  form  of  the  warrant.  But  in- 
stead of  doing  this,  while  one  of  their 
lordships  intimated  an  opinion,  that  there 
was  nothing  illegal  in  the  mode  of  election 
authorised  by  the  warrant,  not  one  of  the 
judges  exprmed  even  a  doubt  to  the  con« 
trary. 

But  it  would  be  unfair,  after  the  atUdc 
which  had  been  made  by  the  noUe  lord 
upon  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen— aite 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  per- 
sonally traduced  and  calumniated,  to  omit 
sating  to  the  House,  a  part  of  the  jndg<* 


IMT]  H0U8B  OF  COMMONS. 

meat  deIii«rod  Iqr  lhe«mbientf9fiaafvlio 
prttided  in  the  coart  vlun  IbaC  caae  was 
decided;  «  leerned  pefSODaf^  planed  at 
tbe  bead  of  the  crkmoal  lam  oflhe  king* 
dtmit  well  known  to  potaeeB  ihe  liigbett 
■ad  •moat  hoaoucable  miad,  who  enjoyed 
in  an  oatraordinary  decree  tbe  coofideaca 
of  hk  feUow-dtiseas,  and  ^ho,  betidea 
being  at  the  bead  of  the  lecood  diTiaioo 
of  ihe  civil  oourty  admioaatered  the  crimi- 
nal law  not  only  to  the  satiafiiotion,  bat  to 
tfie  admiiaticn  of. the  public;  that  learned 
peiaoQ  hadaaid,  **  I  cannot coaoloda  with- 
oat  expratting  my  regret,  that  the  whole* 
aome  advice  which  was  given  to  the  inh^ 
bitaata  of  Aherdeea»  by  one  of  my  learned 
brethren  (lord  Pitmilly^  at  the  laat  cir- 
coit,  baa  not  been  bettor  attended  to.-— 
Hitadvioe  waa.  thai  the  only  means  of  re* 
lievin^ihat'Git|r  irom  its  difficultiaa»  and 
mtoriog  it  to  Its  farmar  piosperi^i  would 
be.  to  lay  aside  those  dissenttoas  and  ani- 
aMaities»  with  which  it  haa  been  dislract- 
od;aad  to  pursue  tho>good  oouneof  poaoe 
iadbarmooy*  I  kMw  that  the  laagia* 
fracy  whiohf  has  aowbeen  fomed  ia  af  tbe 
moat  eespeolable  deacrtption ;  and  that,  in 
aavticttlar^  no  peraon  could  be  better  nua* 
lified».than  tbe  hi^ly  respectable  inaivi* 
dual  pUead  at  their  head^  for  the  disduuge 
of  the  important  duties. of  hia  ofice ;  mail 
amaatisiad  that  weresiach  iadividosla al- 
lowed to  diaohaiwe  their  duties  onasolost- 
ad^ttbe  city  oi  iiierdoep  would  soon  r^ 
eaaer  its  foDaar  prasperity  and  .splan- 
daur.** 

The  men  to  whose  charadem  testimongr 
was  tboa  bonie,«were  men  who  had  'that 
night,  an  account  of  allagad  fiybrioation 
aadfdgary.  boaa  held  up  to  the  reavoba* 
^a  of  parliameni;  but  ne  itniatad  they 
wouhl  aow  stand  clear  in  the  estinatioa 
of  geatleoMn  from  the  impulatioas  which 
had  beoa  ui^}ustly  east  upon  them,  and 
bold  to  be  untainied  bv  the  crimes  with 
which  they  had  been  charged* 

But  to  return  to  the  qoestiaa  of  the  le- 
gality of  the  warrant  having  been  directed 
to  tbe  idd  magistrates  and  councili  there 
was  only  one  other  authority  to  which  bo 
wauld  refer,  and  whicbf  very.slrangefy.  in 
bilihumUeopinicai  had  been  quoted  in 
aunport  of  the  doctrine  that  the  right  to  a 
poll  warrant  was  vested  in  the  burgesses* 
Baraferred  to  the  statutes  of  the  7th  and 
l/6lh  George  £ad,  by  which  th^e  was 
aenferred  upon  any  ooastitueat  member 
of  at  town  council,  the  right  of  complain- 
hiyto  tbeeoartof  session,  ia  a  summary 
wamenfisr  aedrem  of-  the  wrongs,  dane;  hf 
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a  maioritgr  it.aa  anaual  alaotioi^  or  even 
avoiding  the  whole  «f  their  proceedings* 
These  statutes,  it  had  been  said,  in  the 
memorial  in  behalf  of  the  burgesses  of 
Inverness,  weald  become  a  dead  letter,  rf 
the  result  of  aaoidin^  hj  the  court  of  sea* 
sion.  an  annual  dection.  illegally  mBidohf 
dw  oU  magisttates  and  eoundl.  waa  aoc 
in  every  such  emergency  to  vest  in  the 
bttraesses  the  right  .of  election. 

Now  with  all  possible  defiBreace  to  the 
eminent  authori^  of  the  learned  persona 
who  had  dosed  their  argament  witli  this 
alanaiag  proposition,  it  did  appear  to  him* 
that  the  provisions  of  those  atatutea,  ne« 
cessariJy  led  to  a  oonclution^  diametnoally 
the  revene  of  any  rigiit  to  a  poll  wartani 
being  Tested  in  the  burgesses.  in.the  event 
of  proceadings  being  avoided  'wUch  ihad 
been  held  in  virtue  of  their  eoaotasentsw 
By  these  statutes  it  waa  eapsemiy  pro« 
videdy  that  in  order  to  have.a«tatle  to  com* 
plain  of  wrongs  done  at  the  aannal  eleo« 
tions.  .theoomplainerasust  have  been  a 
conatituent  member  ef  «ifae  meetaag  whieb 
aaaembled  Ibr  :the  purpoae  of  nwatDg^he 
electioB*  It  Waa  not  .enough  that  he 
shouldibee  burgem  or  a  freeman  of  the 
corporation,  he  mast  also  baTo  been  a 
BsemberoftfaecounciL  A  burgeM.aaanGb» 
had  ao  more  right :  to  complain  of  aay  pro- 
oeediogs  which  might  have  been  adopted 
in  the  commoc<ounoil..than  jf.he  hadlw* 
loaged  to  another  burgh.or  another  king^ 
dom.  £ut  if  it  had  been  intended  thai 
upon  tfaearaidanoaoftheannuilelection* 
there  immadiatdy  should  have  jpnnig  up 
an  inherent  right  in  the  burgesses.^  elect 
the  oommon-caoneil  of  the  burgh,  the 
power  of  complaining  of  proceedanga 
which  abut  them  out  from  tbe  eaercsae  of 
that  right,  muat  neceaiarily  have  been 
eonfeniedupontbemby  theatatatea.  Tbe 
Umiting  the  title  of  coaiplaining.  In  tbe 
manner,  which  hid  been  done  bTthe  legia- 
lature.  abaolutely  demonstrated  tfaataoeh 
right  was  not  understood  .to  beleog  te 
them.  Indeed  it  might  be  questaeaad 
whether,  without  aay  special  pmvisiaD» 
the  interest  which<die  burgesses  woaU..  in 
that  case.,  have  had  .toreduce  the  Biegal 
proceedings  ofthe  common-ooancil.  would 
net .  of  itsdf  have  been  safiieient  *  to  have 
vested  them  with  the  ri^  of  iastituth^ 
tbeneosssary  action  for  the  purpose  ia 
tbecourtantlaw. 

But  it  seemod  aa  if  in  the  wUe  eoaese 
of  the  argnmeat^  the  difference*  betsriift 
avoiding  tbe  election  made  by  the  oM 
councili  and  theJKVoidiiv.ibe  right  of  tbe 
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Ibeen  toullj  overlooked ;  yet  it  was  plain,    fuoction  by  having  been  convicted  of  bri« 


ibat  tl^.one  w^a  altogether  different  from 
the  other,  and  this  dilTerence  was  of  infi- 
nite .importance  in  determining  the  point 
ct  law  mvolved  in  the  question  of  the  le- 
nUtr  of  the  mode  adopted  for  reviving 
toe  Swffh  of  Aberdeen.  The  very  sta- 
tutes wnicb  he  had  just  referred  to  did 
pot  contemplate  the  taking  away  the 
right  of  electing  their  successors,  vested 
by  U*'  io  ^e  old  magistrates  and  coun* 
pL  They  had  respect  to  nothing  but 
the  correction  of  any  wrongs,  of  which, 
in  making  th^t  Section,  they  might  have 
l^^e;^  guilty ;  and  they  left  entire  and  uop 
fovched,  to  that  branch  of  the  government 
^0  which  it  legitimately  belonged,  to  de« 

Jero^ne  when  that  degree  of  necessity  ex* 
ited,  which  should  preclude  those  electors 
from  exercising  tnet  function,  which, 
thrqugn  taeir  ownproceedings,hadbeconio 
dormaot. 

But  even  if  the  argument  which  he  had 
dmwn  from  the  statutes,  and  which  seem* 
Jl4  to  be  conclusive,  was  deemed  to  be  ia- 
jccurf|te,  the  mere  circumstance  of  the 
,|^urts  oflaw  being  authoriaed  to  correct 
an  error  made  in  toe  course  of  an  election, 
did  not  lead  |o  the  inference  that  the  per- 
aoof  by  whom  the  error  had  been  corn- 
mitied,  were  to  forfeit  their  legal  and 
constittttional  right  of  making  an  elec- 
tion, in  place  or  that  which  had  been 
•voided. 

F/om  the  lon^,  and  be  was  sensible, 
.noi^  qninterestmg  atatement  which  he 
liad  been  compelled  to  make,  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  principles  on  which  the  Ute 
.warrant  toAberoe^  had  been  granted, 
;b^  cpneeived  it  to  have  been  ini»ntroverti- 
Idy  estab)ished  that  where  the  annual  elec- 
'lioQS  inade  by  magistrates  and  councils 
of  a  royal  bwrgh  in  Scotland,  have  been 
«voide<C  thiere  was  no  right  inherent  in 
ithft  burgets^  at  large,  to  require  from 
.the  C/own  a  warrant, authorizing  them  to 
jravivf  the  comipon  council  of  die  burgh, 
Jby  an  decMon  Jby  poll  ^— that  in  such 
IMes  the  li^gal.prinaple,  as  sanctioned  by 
j^actice;,  required  that  where  the  old 
,liiM}St;vtes  and  council  had  been  guilty 
.AeitUer  jof  any  delio^aencv,  corruption, 
.;ppr  fraud*  ^e  warrall^  to  be  granted  by 
./ibe.Crown,  ^ofildt  on  the.  contrary  en- 
^fbl^it)ie  elc^on  .to  be  ma4e  by  those  in 
[jjKwm,]^  ^«en  vested  by  law  the  right 

^  (^Mng  M^^^  suqQBsaora;  imd  that  it 
i»l!^»;PI|i»,^;!W«4ty  where  the  old 
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bery  and  corruption,  or  where  they  had 
been  eogagedin  rebellion,  or  had  committed 
any  fraudulent  delinquency,  or  where  the 
old  council  was  diminished  m  point  of  num- 
ber below  what  was  required  to  constitute 
a  legal  fuoruntf  that  the  Crown  was  war- 
ranted m  the  exercise  of  that  sound  dis< 
cretion,  to  which  it  was  competent  by  the 
constitution  to  grant  a  warrant  for  an 
election  by  poll,  whether  of  the  burgesses 
and  inhabitants  of  the  burgh,  or  even  qf  • 
persons  residing  without  the  bounds  of  i^ 
jurisdiction. 

Feeling,  as  he  did,  the  most  per£ect  re« 
liance  in  the  justneis  pf  the  view  of  the 
question  which  he  had  thus  submitted  to 
the  House,  he  was  himself  relieved  from 
the  necessity  of  discussing  the  expediency 
of  introducmg  any  change  whatever  into 
the  present  state  of  the  law  upon  this  soIh 
ject,  were  it  competent  for  parliament  to 
do^  so  in  consistency  with  the  treatjr  of 
union.  But  he  could  no(  help  observing^ 
that  if  a  change  were  to  be  made  upon  tha 
law  relative  to  the  right  pf  electing  the 
common-councils  of  t£e  burghs  of  Soot« 
land,  he  could  see  no  reason  why  that 
right  should  be  transferred  either  to  the 
burgeases  of  guild,  or  the  members  of  the 
cran  (or  livery)  companies.  They  were 
neither  more  wealthy  nor  more  capable 
of  exercising  a  function  of  that  description 
than  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  burf^hs* 
In  many  of  the  towns  they  were  certainly 
of  less  consideration  than  the  msjority  of 
the  inhabitants;  and  in  others,  as  iar  aa 
he  himself  had  been  capable  of  judging^ 
the  most  respectable  part  of  the  burgesses 
was  composed  of  the  members  forming 
the  common-councils.  Factions  persona 
miffht  maintain  the  reverse ;  but  he  him** 
self  was  thoroughly  persuaded,  that  in 
most  of  the  burghs  in  Scotland  the  most 
respectable  members  of  the  corppratioi|a 
were  called  upon  to  exercise  the  municipal 
government :  and  that  if  some  of  their 
names  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  common- 
council,  it  was  owing  to  what  he  had  oc- 
casion to  know  very  frequently  occurred, 
their  wishing  to  have  no  share  in  the  poli« 
tics  of  the  burgh. 

In  thus  deprecating  any  change  in  tt^ 
pplitical  constitution  of  the  biirghsi  he 
was  very. clearly  of  opinion,  thikt  an  uni- 
form mode  of  accounting  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  their  funds  or  common  good,  as  it 
is  palled,  ought  to  be  required,  and  pro- 
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iflgiy  iotimated  his  intention,  to  move  for 
leare  to  introduce  a  bill  for  {hat  pur^osei 
somewhat  similar  to,  but,  on  the  whole, 
more  efficient   than  that  which  he  had 
bronght  forward  during  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  and  as  effectual  a  remedy  for 
the  existing  evils  as,  he  believed,  could, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  be  provided. 
But  he  should  be  most  anxious,  and  read v 
to  avail  himself  of  any  suggestions,  which 
the  noble  lord,  or  any  other  honourable 
,  member  might  think  fit  to  make,  for  ren- 
dering  the   control    wished    for,    more 
complete.    This,  however,  was  a  branch 
of  the  question,  totally  unconnected  with 
the.  pomt  .which  was   now   before    the 
'Houite:  and  he  should  therefore  enter 
into  it  no  farther  than  to  state  his   tho* 
rough  persuasion  that  a  remedy  for  that 
part  or  the  alleged  grievance  would  not 
'be  attained  by  any  alteration  whatever, 
'  in  the  political  constitutions  of  the  burghs. 
.'  On  the  contrary  he  was  convinced,  that 
the  more  extended  the  right  of  electing 
the  common* council  should  be  made,  the 
expenditure  of  the  burgh  revenues  would 
'  only  become  the  more  lavish  and  profuse. 
The  effect  of  such  a  mode  of  election, 
would  be  to  introduce  annually  new  men 
into  the  council,  who  would  have  their 
own  plans,  and  their  own  projects ;  and 
who  in  their  turn  must  yield  to  more  po- 
pular candidates  for  public  favour.    In 
'fact,  it  was  quite  a  delusion  to  state  that 
the  dilapidation  of  the  burgh  revenues 
.  had  altogether  taken  place  through  the 
wasteful  extravagance  of  the   common - 
councils.    The  revenues   of  the  burghs 
had  more  than  a  century  ago  been  almost 
annihilated  through  the   prodigality   of 
Charles  5^nd,  and  James  2nd,  and  the  ra- 
pacity of  their  favourites,  who  at  that 
timetgovemed  the  country.    The  wealth 
amassed  by  the  duke  of  Lauderdide  and 
others,  resulted  from  the  profligate  ex- 
tortion practised  by  them  upon  the  reve- 
nues of  the  burghs  of  Scotland ;  and  if 
the  history  of  the  great  eistates,  which 
the  petitions  upon  the  table  represented 
as  having  once  belonged  to  the  corpora- 
tions, w^  traced.   He  had  no  doubt  it 
would  be  found,  that  they  had  been  dis- 
posed of  in  a  similar  way,  and  for  Mmilar 
objects. 

But  this  was  not  all;  for  what  was 

spared  by  the  minions  of  the  house  of 

Stewart,  seemed  to  have  fallto  a  sacrifice 

to  the  enterprising  spirit  of  the  nation, 

'  vrhich  induced  it  to  run  headlong  into  the 

*  schene  for  estabUriiing  the  Afirican  com- 
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panjr»  ft  special  statute  f  Act  l(t95f  t4  4S1 
bavmg  authorized  the  adkninistratpra  A 
the  common  good  of  burghs,  to  epibark 
the  estates  under  their  management  in 
that  unfortunate,  and  ruinous  adventure. 
However  much,  therefore,  it  might  suit 
the  purposes  which  the  noble  lord  had 
in  view,  to  represent  the  dilnsidated 
state  of  the  revenues  of  the  Scotdk  puijglhay 
such  statements,  while  they  were'  m  a 
great  measure  inapplicable  to  the  qaestion 
before  the  House,  were  no  less  so  to' the 
present  system  of  their  municipal  govern- 
ment. 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  that  having 
trespassed  at  so  great  a  length  upon  it» 
time    and   patience;     and   naviog    ex- 
perienced so  largely  the  indulgence  of 
the  House ;  it  would  be  unwarrantable  to 
detain  it  longer,  even  by  apologizing  for 
having  entered  into  the  very  dry  detail 
which  he  was  now  about  to  conclude.    It 
must,  however,  be  kept  in  remembranoet 
that  the  truth  of  the  dnarge  made  agiunst 
liim  by  the  noble  lord,  of  having  entailed 
ridicule  upon  himself,  and  ^Usgrace  upon 
his  majesty's  government,  by  the  contra- 
dictory advice  which  it  was  contended  be 
had  given  in  the  cases  of  Montrose  and 
Aberdeen,  entirely  depended  upon  the 
question,  whether  those  supposed  opiniona 
were  agreeable  or  contrary  to  the  law  of 
the  land.    It  was  for  the  legality  of  the 
advice  only,  that  his  leameo  friends  and 
himself  could  be  responsible ;  to  the  quea- 
tion  of  law,  therefore,   alone,  was  he 
called  upon,  or  even  entitled  to  have  ad« 
dressed  himself;  and,  to  use  those  temnr 
which  the  noble  lord  had  thought  proper 
to  employ,  with  respect  tohn  oonducty 
and  (then  to  endeavomr  to  shut  him  out 
from  discussmg  the  question  on  wbtdi 
that  defence  rested,  under  the  wretched 

Sretence,  that  it  was  wished  to  waive  that 
iscussion  till  another  opportunity,  was  a 
proceeding  which  neitmr  the  noble  lord 
nor  the  gentlemen  opposite,  had  a  right 
to  adopt :  and  to  which,  certainly,  he  waa 
not  bound  to  submit*  He  defended  him- 
self, therefore,  against  the  imputations  of 
the  noble  lord,  by  contending,  that  it  waa 
condusively  established,  that  although 
the  warrants  granted  for  a  poll  in  the  case 
of  Montrose^  and  to  the  old  magistrates 
and  couoci?  in  the  case  of  Aberdeeor,  wem 
in  themselves  difiertot  from  each  other, 
they  did  boUi  of  them  rest  upon  the  same 
legal  and  constitutional  principle.  In  the 
one,  the  magistrates  and  douticfl  had  been 
convicted  of  wilfully  maktisg  aa  tlettfen 
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Ib  ft  maoMr  oontraij  to  the  charter  of 
the  buff^  and  die  uw  of  the  land.  In 
the  other,  the  only  ground  atsigned^  in 
the  judgment  of  tne  court,  for  aToiding 
the  election  made  by  the  old  ma^stratet 
and  counctly  «ras'a  trivial  error  which  they 
had  onintentionallyi  and  inadvertently 
been  led  to  commit*  Aft uminff  it,  there- 
fore* as  dear,  that  without  flumcient  and 
legal  grounda^the  Crown  was  not  entitled 
to  deprive  the  old  majgifitratetand  council 
of  a  Durgh  of  their  right  of  electing  their 
aocceisona  he  contended  that  in  the  case 
of  Aberdeen,  it  would  have  been  an  arbi- 
trary exercise  of  the  prero^tive»  to  have 
granted  a  warrant  for  election  by  poll  of 
the  burgesses ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  it  was  competent  for  the  Crown  to 
xevive  a  burgn,  by  authorisinjip  a  new 
election  to  be  maae  by  poU  of  the  bur- 
gesses, there  were  the  strongest  grounds  in 
sound  discretion  for  exercising  £at  power 
in  the  case  of  Montrose.  The  one  set  of 
magistrates  had,  throush  their  own  wilful 
wrooe,  themselves  produced  a  legal  neces- 
sity (or  having  recourse  to  that  extraor- 
dinary remedy ;  the  old  council  of  Aber- 
deen iiad  done  nothing,  either  in  morality 
or  in  point  of  law,  for  which  they  should 
be  deprived  of  their  legal  right  of  electing 
their  successors.  Both  warrants,  there- 
fore, rested  upon  the  same  principles, 
respecting  the  constitutional  prerogative 
of  the  Crown, — a  prerogative  not  to  be 
used  arbitrarily,  but  according  to  a  sound 
and  legal  discretion.  However  much, 
therefore,  the  proceedings  in  those  cases 
jnight  have  exposed  him  to  obloquy  and 
misrepresentation ;  yet  conscious  to  him- 
self tnat  the  opinions  which  he  had  given 
were  dictated  entirely  by  what  he  behoved 
to  constitute  the  law  of  the  land,  and  that 
too,  after  a  most  anxious  consideration  of 
the  question,  he  should  have  been  alto^- 
ther  unworthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him 
by  his  sovereign,  if  to  shelter  himself 
from  reproach,  and  to  please  the  noble 
lord,  or  to  gratify  any  human  being,  he 
had  shrunk  from  discharffinff  what  he 
had  conscientiously  ielt  to  be  bis  bounden 
duty.  He  therefore  trusted  that  the 
House  would  negative  the  motion  of  the 
noble  lord. 

^  Mr.  HuMe  .hoped,  that,  as  representa- 
tive of  the  district  of  burghs  to  which 
Aberdeen  belongs,  he  should  receive  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  in  oflSering  those 
.  observations,  which  a  careful  attention  to 
Ae  subject  had  suggested.  He  had  Ustened 
.  ivith  particular,  attention  to  the  speech  of 


the  r^t  hon.  and  learned  loid;  and  could 
safely  assert,  that  not  one  fact  or  state- 
ment of  the  eloquent  and  oonvindng 
speech  of  the  noble  mover  had  bean  coup 
travened,  or  one  argument  refuted.  The 
learned  lord  had  satisfied  himself  with 
general  denials,  when  he  could  not  meet 
Uie  noble  lord :  he  had  taken  up  the  case 
in  a  way  which  was  expressly  kept  out  of 
view ;  and  he  had  attempted  to  give  in* 
terpretations  and  explanations,  both  to 
the  law  and  tl^e  fact,  which  he  believe4 
to  be  altogether  erroneous  and  untenable. 
The  noble  lord  had  grounded  his  motion 
on  the  conduct  of  the  ma^tratea  of 
Aberdeen,  as  a  self-elected  lunto,  their 
malversation  as  such,  and  of  tlie  expe« 
diency  and  justice  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment gifing  to  the  burgesses  the  powejc 
of  remedviog  the  defects  and  mischiefr 
which  haa  taken  place  under  a  rotten  and 
corrupt  system^a  body  that  had  fallen  to 
pieces,  as  the  noble  lord  expressed  it, 
from  its  own  rottenness.  The  noble  lord 
had  expressly  deferred  to  a  future  part  of 
the  debate,  or  to  a  future  time,  the.  ques- 
tion of  legality  of  the  prooeedinss  of  his 
majesty's  government  towards  Aberdeen ; 
but  the  learned  lord  had  found  it  convex 
nient  to  pass  the  question  as  to  its  expe- 
diency, policy,  and  justice ;  and  to  con« 
sider  it  only  in  a  legal  point  of  view.  This 
was  a  convenient  mode  of  proceeding, 
when  there  was  neither  arguments  nor 
facts  to  meet  the  charges  made  by  the 
noble  lord.— The  learned  lord  had  con- 
sidered the  motion,  and  complained  of  it, 
as  affecting  the  parliamentary  reform  of 
these  burghs ;  but  the  House  would  re- 
collect that  the  noble  lord  had  expressly 
stated,  at  his  outset,  that  parliamentary 
reform  formed  no  part  of  the  present  case^ 
He  (Mr.  Hume)  acknowledged  that,  ul- 
timately, such  a  reform,  as  he  expected 
these  burghs  to  receive,  would  aflkct  par- 
liamentary representation.  FHear,  hear, 
from  the  ministerial  benches]p— And  why 
should  it  not?  [Hear,  hi»r,  from  the 
opposition  benches.^  Most  certainly, it 
ought ;  and,  at  a  future  day^  be  trusted 
that  branch  of  the  subject  would  be 
brought  before  the  House,  and  receive  its 
favourable  consideration. 

With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the 
magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  for  many  yoaca 
past,  it  wss  im|K>ssible  there  eoufd  i>e  a 
oiilerence  of  opinion.  In  noticing  the 
conduct  of  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen* 
he  b^ged  he  m^ht  be  understood  as  only 
^peaking  of  their  public  <^cial  oonducl* 
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^  be  hdd  ndthing  to  charge  thetn  ^th  lii 
dieir  private  capacity :  od  the  contrarj, 
lie  was  informed  that  the  present  council 
were  men  of  respectability  and  character  f 
he  had  not  a  personal  knowledge  of  them* 
The  whole  council  had  placed  on  their 
mtnotes  the  nature  ahd  extent  of  the  evils 
theit  management  had  brought  on  the 
citT,  and  had  recorded  their  total  imbe- 
eSlity  and  unfitness  to  conduct  its  afiairs. 
Iliey  had  demonstrated  their  incapacity 
to  perform   the  duties    of  magistrates, 
when,  in  1817>  they  were  compelled,  by 
(»revious  mismanagement,  to  transfer  the 
whole  property  and  funds  of  the  city,  of 
which  they  alone  were  the  legal  managers, 
to  trustees  for  behoof  of  the  creditors  of 
the  city.    Brought  to  the  verge  of  ruin, 
by  failure  of  credit  and  confidence,  the 
funds  of  the  city  were  put  into  other 
inanagement,  charged  with  a  load  of  debt 
Utogether  unprecSented-^If  there  were 
po  other  documents  before  the  House, 
the  minute  of  the  Aberdeen  council  of  the 
19th  September,  1817,  read  by  the  noble 
lordy  was  sufficient  to  convince  this  House 
bf  the  perfbct  rottenness  of  the  svstem, 
end  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  cnange, 
^  They  reiterated  their  decided  opinion 
that  tbe  present  mode  of  election  of  the 
town  council,  and  management  of  the 
town's  aflbirsy  are  radically  defective  and 
improvident,  tending  to  give  to  any  indi- 
▼iaual  or  party,  who  may  be  so  inclined, 
an  excessive  and  unnatural  preponderance ; 
^d  to  foster  and  encourage  a  system  of 
concealment,  under  which  the  most  up- 
right and  best    inlentioned   magistrates 
may  not  be  able  to  acquire  that  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  situation  of  the  burgh 
which  is  requisite  for  the  due  administra- 
tion of  its  aflairs."    He  did  not  blame  the 
present  magistrates  of  Aberdeen ;  but  on 
that  confession  of  their  predecessors,  and 
on  the  state  of  the  town's  property,  he 
<;ondemned  the  system  under  wnich  they 
baye  acted* 

The  learned  lord  had  altogether  omitted 
to  notice  the  financial  difficulties  of  Aber- 
deen, which,  from  an  authentic  document 
published  by  the  trustees  in  1817,  showed 
the  debts  to  amount  to  230,000/.  He 
wished  here  to  correct  an  error  into  which 
the  noble  lord  had  fallen^  in  considering 
all  that  amount  as  a  debt  due  by  the  town : 
—166,000  only  had  been  expended  on  the 
improvements  of  the  town ;  and  64,000/. 
iiad  been  lent  to  the  harbour  trustees,  and 
to  trustees  for  roads  in  the  neighbourhood. 
ft  hnA  been  iitated,  thlat  th^t  money  bad 
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been  expended  dhdMr  the'  laMtAm  of  te 
act  of  parli^ent  fdf  improving  the  town ; 
and  that  the  magistrates  hisd  attempted  a 
laudable  work,  aTthoogfa  it  had  not  turned  . 
out  so  very  fortunate  as  had  been  ex« 
pected.  But  what  would  the  House  think 
when  they  knew  that  an  act  had  paMed 
this  House,  in  ISOO.  for  the  iitiprovetoeAt 
of  that  city,  empowering  the  magistratea, 
together  with  the  members  of  the  city  and 
county,  and  some  other  official  men,  ai 
trustees,  to  borrow  20,00tf.,  and  theft 
proceed  with  the  work;  to  hold  regular 
quarterly  meetings;  keep  regular  accounti 
of  dl  those  transactions,  itCni   The  inhli- 
bitants  had,  at  a  public  meeting,  certainly 
agreed  to  the  plan  and  estimate  of  Mr. 
Abercrombie,  amounting  to  87,000^;  and 
on  the  faith  of  these  did  they  give  their 
sancdon,  and  the  improvements  were  un« 
dertaken  accordingly,«-It  was  notorioutp 
and  the  suWect  of  just  complaint,  by  the 
people  of  Aberdeen,  that  none  of  the 
provisions  of  that  act  had  been  attended 
to  by  the  magistrates ;  and  such  had  been 
the  system  of  secrecy  and  concealmtnty 
almost  incredible,  that  a  debt  of  230,0001. 
bad  been  incurred  in  17  years,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  town,  and  even  with- 
out the  knowledge,  to  the  full  extent,  of 
some  members  of  the  council !  publicity 
had  been  given  by  the  magistrates  only 
when  they  could  no  longer  supbort  their 
credit;  they  then  became  banxtupts,  Ms 
the  noble  lord  has  stated,  and  delivered 
over  their  property  to  trustee*  for  theit 
creditor8.-^f  that  act.  equivalent  to  ft 
cessio  bonorunif  did  not  prove  the  act  of 
bankruptcy,  objected  to  by  the  learned 
lord,  he  did  not  know  what  would  prove 
it?    He  could  not  state  that  any  private 
peculation  had  existed,  although  some  ex- 
traordinary transactions  had  taken  place ; 
but,  in  support  of  the  charge  made  oy  the 
noble  lord,  and  denied  by  the  learned 
lord,  that  forged  minutes,  of  irteguto 
entries,  had  been  made  in  the  books  of 
the  council,  he  could  state  one  fkct.  on 
the  authority  of  the  gentleman  himself 
who  was  a  meniber  of  council  in  181 1, 
but  who  was  too  independent  t6  b6  con- 
tinued in  council  by  them,  an&  who  b 
ready  to  yerify  it  oa  oath:  a  minute  ef 
council  recorded  k  rfesoltftion  to  borroir 
10,0002.  at  one  terih,  and  his  dkme  h 
entered  as  present  and  cotte^ftlting,  id- 
though  he  never  h^lurd  thb  aub)el!t  *of 
borrowing  moneV'ihtfotiotied  litthe'coYm- 
cfl^  and  only  d&tiotered  thb  tmoikctlmi 
by  looking  oV^r  th0  tttntmi  Mtab  tUie 
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Aer.  If  chiit  was  ftot  fidiXying  (rf*  minules, 
he  knew  not  whst  was.     It  it  still  more 
•traoget  that,  although  the  whole  of  the 
^,00M.  was  borrowed  by  the  cibr  trea« 
•urer,  by  order  aod  authority  of  the  ma- 
gittratesy  aod  d7,(XM.  of  that  sum  to  pay 
m'terest,  there  U  not  one  entry  of  reo^pt 
or  pajrment  in  any  of  hia  city  accounts ; 
nor  were  any  of  the  sums  'of  receipt  and 
disbursement  laid  before  the  burgesses  at 
dm  annual  head  court,  when  the  accounts 
of  the  town  ought  to  be  eihibited. 
'  No  notice  had  been  taken  of  the  dis- 
tress occasioned  to  the  ereditdrs  (in  num- 
ber nearly  600)  by  the  stoppage  of  the 
interest  on  their  loans,  or  of  the  risk  and 
loss  the  difbrent  charits^le  institutions  in 
Aberdeen  had  sufiered  by  the  conduct  of 
the  magistrates;  but,  by  a  printed  list 
published  by  the  trustees,  it  apjpeared, 
that  the  taaoM  of  82  charitable  and  public 
institutions  had  been  lent  to  the  magis- 
tntes,  as  trustees  of  the  ne#  streets — of 
irhich  charities,  the  magistrates  were,  ex 
cfieiof  sole  nardians,  to  the  amount  of 
75,O0OL,  and  joint  trustees  for  10,7001. 
more!    It  has  been* stated  (and  he  be* 
lieted  covrectly}  as  a  proof  of  what  die 
Inaffistrites  would  have  done  with  any 
pomic  charitable  prcmerty  in  their  power, 
to  prop  up  their  credit  a  Kttle  longer,  that 
the  estate  of  Towie,  belonsing  jointly  to 
Gordon^s  hospital  and  the  infirmary,  was 
valued  at  60,000/.,  and  would  have  been 
hold,  if  the  managers  of  the  rofirmary 
would  hare  concurred  in  the  sale,  but 
they  Would  not!     All  these  funds  had 
been  swaDowad  u^  "and  endangered  by 
those  whose  duty  it  was  to  place  them 
beyond  the  chance  of  loss.    He  had  much 
latisfttetion  In  bfSttg  able  to  state  to  Ae 
House,  that,  by  a  late  account  of  the 
trustees,  the  creditors  were  receiving  4 
per  cent  for  their  debts;  and  that  there 
Was  a  fiiir  probpect  of  Ae  property  being 
sufficieiit  to  pay  the  full  interest,  and 
perhaps  to  pay  off  aH  the  princrpd,  m  the 
course  of  time.  It  was  observed  by  many, 
liowever,  that  ihb  favouraMe  state  of  the 
finances  was  owing  to  the  city  property 
having  been  put  under  the  management 
«f  trustees ;  and  that  the  ftvourable  hopes 
now  hdd  out  would  never  have  been 
Teafited,ifi!he  old  rotten  system  of  secrecy 
wd  concedment  Wi  been  kept  up  in 
force. 

The  kltarneaiord'had  asserted,  that  the 
lavish  exnenaiture  and  mhoonduct^f  fbt 
fate  magiitrates  of  A'berdeen  had  not  been 
Hmtamestrdie  dectite  vf  1817  tiemg  set 


aside;  bat  he  believed  thai  the  tomt  of 
session  had  decided  on  Che  first  diarge, 
as  to  improper  electors,  mid  bed  not  en^ 
tered  into  the  other  complaints  aganist 
the  magistrates,  one  of  which  the  learned 
lord  certainly  knew  was  their  lavish  and 
improper  management  of  the  city  funds. 
•—The  noble  lora  had  complained  of  two 
acts  of  the  present  magistracy,  which  he^ 
m  justice  to  them,  should  notice  and  ex« 
plain.     And,  first,  of  their  iiaving  do* 
prived  two  old  men  of  their  pensions  from 
the  Guildry  funds,  because  the  burgesses 
had  made  use  of  thdr  names  to  carry  on 
the  suit  against  the  magistrates  in  the 
court  of  session.    When  it  is  known  that, 
by  law,  no  person  can  complain  against 
an  election  of  the  council,  except  one  of 
their  own  body,  present  at  the  election, 
it  will  be  understood  that  the  burgesses  of 
Aberdeen  made  use  of  the  names  of  these 
two  old  pensioners,  who  had  been  partiea 
to  the  election,  and  had  disapproved  of  it» 
to  carry  on  the  suit  against  the  magis- 
trates; and  he  must  say,  that,  to  hiiv^S 
carried  their  revenge  against  these  poof 
men,  instead  of  the  burgesses,  who  they 
knew  were  the  pursuers,  was  not  very 
creditable  to  the  present  magistrates.  But 
he  would  read  the  esqphmwon  given  by 
the  magistrates  themselves,  in  a  letter 
from  them,  dmt  the  House  might  judge 
of  the  transaction  :«-><*  With  rtgwd  to  the 
two  old  gentlemen  allnded  to,  as  having 
been  deprived  of  their  usual  supply,  they 
are  the  two  individuals  who  thought  pro* 
per  to  raise  the  late  vexatious,  and  (as 
the  result  has  shown)  fll-advised  prooeed* 
ings  before  the  court  of  session,  for  ro- 
dudng  Uie  last  election,  under  the  war* 
rant  of  the  prince  regent.    It  naturally 
occurred,  that  if  these  gendemen  could 
aflbrd  to  institute  such  proceedings,  they 
were  veiy  unfit  objects  of  pnblic  charity* 
Their  pensions  were  therefore  suspended, 
until  they  should  show  that  they  stand  tn 
need  of  them ;  and  if  they  can  do  this, 
they  win  mstantly  be  rephKred.''— WiA 
respect  to  the  assessment  for  the  new 
gaol,  he  believed  the  magistrates  meant 
nothing  Improper;  and  that  the  transac* 
tion  had  been  satisfiictorilv  explained  to 
the  jdnt  committees  of  burgesses  and 
county  heritors. 

The  learned  lofd  had  declared,  that 
'whilst  the  statutes  of  George  2od  pointell 
out  the  means  of  reducing  a  magistvaey 
fbr  improper  ^election  iand  misconduct, 
they  dso  gave  to  the  Crown  a  dfscretitfii 
1iow  to  reelect  the  natglstnicy ;  mai  that 


1SS91  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

he,  9M  |he  offieM  adviier  of  the  Croiniy 
was  ready  to  explain  aod  to  defend  the 
reasons  why  the  burghs  of  Montrose  «nd 
Aberdeen  had  received  different  warr^ts. 
The  learned  lord  had  declared  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  he  acted,  that  when  no 
fault  or  gross  illegality  took  place  on  the 
part  of  me  magistracy,  he. would  recom- 
mend the  old  council  a  warrant  to  re-elect 
their  successors ;  but  when  any  gross  ille- 
pidity,  bribery,  or  corruption,  took  place 
m  die  magistracyi  he  would  recommend, 
as  a  punishment  to  the  old  council,  a  war- 
rant to  the  burgesses  to  elect  a  new  coun- 
cil by  poll  warrant!  That  he  had  done 
so  in  the  cases  of  Montrose  and  Aber- 
deen; and  the  warrants  had  been  issued 
accordingly  by  the  priTy  council* — He 
earnestly  requested  tne. attention  of  the 
House  to  the  cases  of  Montrose  and  of 
Aberdeen,  as  he  must  altogether  deny  the 
lust  application  of  these  principles  by  the 
learned  lord,  in  recommending  the  war- 
rants of  elections  to  these  places.  The 
magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  by  a  long  course 
of  mismanagement  and  secrecy,  had 
brought  the  finances  of  the  city  mto  the 
greatest  distress,  and  had  recorded  the 
evils  arising  from  their  own  management, 
and  from  the  system  under  which  they 
acted,  in  such  a  light,  that  a^quorum  of 
the  new  council  could  not  be  found  to  ao* 
cept  office*  The .  burgesses  and .  inha- 
bitants had  challenged  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion, and  loudlv  complained  against  them, 
as  unworthy  ox  confidence  and  of  office ; 
and  the  election  had  been  set  aside  by  the 
court  of  session  as  illegal.  The  council 
of  Montrose,  at  the  election  in  1816, 
Agreed  unanimously  to  elect  their  magis- 
trates by  ballot,  each  member  putting  in 
A  black  or  white  bean,^  expressive  of  his 
assent  or  dissent,  instead  of  voting  by  open 
voice;  and  as  the  election  turoed  out 
against  the  wishes  of  one  party,  that  mode 
of  election  was  challenged  before  the  court 
of  session,  and  also  set  aside  as  illegal; 
but  there  was  no  charge  whatever  of  ex- 
travagant waste  of  public  property,  or  any 
other  improper  proceedings,  against  the 
mssistrates  of  Montrose.  The  learned 
lorcUhad  accused  the  council  of  Montrose 
of  gross  ille^ity,  and  had  sUted  that  his 
majesty's  mmisters  had  punished  them  for 
their  misconduct,  by  a  poll  warrant ; 
ifbilst  the  msffistrates  of  Aberdeen  had 
onl v  been  guilty  of  a  trivial  fault ;  and 
had,  therefore,  received  a  warrant  to  re- 
assemble and  elect  a  new  council  2 ! 
The  opinion  of  the  learned  lord  and  so- 
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Udtor  ffeaend  to  the  priry  oouscO,  in  the 
case  of  Montrose,  was  as  follows:— 
**  That  it  would  be  for  the  benefit,  good 
order,  and  government  of  this  burgh,  in 
time  to  come,  that  his  majesty  be  gra- 
ciously {^leased,  in  so  far,  to  alter  Uie  set 
or  constitution:"  and  they  proceed,  **  that 
it  would  be  of  public  ttti&ty^  and  for  the 
good  of  the  burgh,  to  ^rant  the  prayer  of 
Uie  above-recited  petition,  Ac"  *<  And 
we  humbly  propose,  that  his  majesty  may 
be  graciously  pleased  to  restore  lus  an- 
cient burgh  of  Montrose  to  its  franchise, 
magistrates,  and  council,  and  to  make  an. 
ordfer  in  council,  that  the  guild-brethren 
shall  meet,  &g"  It  ought  to  be  observed, 
that  the  same  reasons  are  assigned  in  the 
warrants  of  the  priv^  council  to  Montrose 
and  to  Aberdeen,  vis.  **£ot  restoring  the 
peace  and  good  government  of  the  said 
Durgh,*'  but  by  "very  diflerent  means  cer- 
tainly 11  The  burgesses  of  Montrose 
were  authorised  to  meet,  agreeably  to 
their  ancient  franchises,  and  elect  wose 
men  as  magistrates,  in  whom  they  ooul^ 
repose  conndence  for  the  eood  govern- 
ment of  the  burgh.  The  burgesses  of 
Aberdeen  were  rmsed  these  rights  and 
franchises,  and  authority  was  given  to 
those  men,  who  had  recorded  their  own 
conviction  of  the  rottenness  of  the  system, 
to  meet  and  re-elect  their  successors  II 
He  submitted  to  the  House,  whether  that 
was  a  proper  exercise  of  that  wisdom  and 
discretion  which  the  learned  lord  claimed 
for  himself  and  his  msjesty 's  privy  council ; 
and  whether  the  peace  and  good  govern- 
ment of  Aberdeen  was.consulted  in  forcing 
upon  the  city,  men  as  magbtrates,  who 
bad  lost  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
burgesses  and  inhabitants  ?— As  to  the 
case  of  Aberdeen  of  1746,  cited  as  a  pre* 
cedent,  when  the  old  council  met,  by 
warrant  from  the  Crown,  to  elect  a  new 
council,  it  was  not  under  similar  circum- 
stances, and  could  not  apply.  The  ma- 
gistrates  had  been  prevented,  by  the  rebels 
eing  in  possession  of  the  city,  firom  com- 
pleting the  annual  election,  and  were 
afterwards,  on  petition  from  the  governors 
of  the  city  (who  had  been  appointed,  ad 
interim,  by  the  duke  of  Cumberland), 
and  not,  opposed  by  the  burgesses,  or- 
dered to  meet  and  complete  the  election, 
as  if  they  had  not  been  prevented  by  die 
rebels* 

The  learned  lord  entered  largely  into 
the  question  of  legality,  which  it  bad 
been  the  express  deure  of  the  noble  lord 
to  avoid,  for  the  present ;  and,  he'  must 
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confess^  that  the  explanation  by  the 
learned  lord  of  the  laws  on  that  suDJect, 
appeared  to  him  as  extraordinary  as  he 
befievedi  it  would  be  foand  to  oe  erro- 
neous. He  would  endeavour,  though  not 
a  lawyer,  to  point  out  some  of  the  errors 
into  which  he  had  apprehended  the  learn- 
ed lord  had  lUlen.— The  learned  lord  had 
broadly  asserted  that  the  right  of  electing 
magistrates  and  cooncil'  of  the  royal 
burghs,  before  the  act  of  1469,  did  not 
texist  in  the  burgesses  and  community, 
•ndhad  stated  that  the  opinions,  on  that 
aubject  were  founded  in  gross  iffnorance; 
that  it  was  a  delusion  into  whicn  the  peo- 
ple bad  been  led  by  the  opinions  wnich 
bad  been  previously  published;  and,  par- 
ticularly of  late,  m  the  case  now  before 
him  of  Inverness,  by  some  professional 

'  ftentlemen  at  Edinbursh,  Messrs  Clerk, 
Cranstoun,  Jefiey,  and  Moncrie£P,  who, 

'  on  all  occasions,  intruded  their  ooinion 
of  Scotch  laws  on  the  public.  The  learn- 
od  lord  had  declared  diese  opinions  to  be 
founded  on  gross  and  palpable  ignorance ; 
and  yet  had  admitted,  that  the  gentlemen 
who  had  given  these  opinions,  were  of  the 
bifffaest  legal  character  at  the  Scotch  bar. 
Although  unacquainted  with  these  learned 

'men,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 

'their  knowledge  of  the  law  was  not  con* 
eidered,  by  those  competent  to  judge,  in- 
ferior to  tnat  of  the  learned  lord ;  and  he, 

'  therefore,  thought  an  opinion  so  decided, 
and  in  such  strong  language,  might  have 
been  spared ;— other  authorities  had  been 
adverted  to,  but  he  thought  they  were 
against  the  learned  lord's  opinion.  Whe- 
ther the  Bogltth  explanation  by  Brady,  of 
the  Latin  words  of  the  leget  burgorwn  was 
correct  or  not,  as  to  the  prM  homines 
vitbe,  he  would  not  now  say ;  but  the 
words  of  the  sututes  of  the  Guild,  c.  SS 
and  84i,    <<  We  sutute  that  the  mair  and 

'  bafllies  sail  be  chosen  by  the  sicht  and 
consideration  of  the  commnnity,**— 
aeemed  to  show  the  right  the  community 
bad  in  the  election.  The  authority  of 
Mr.  Wight,  and  others,  may,  with  fair- 
ness, be  offered  as  a  counterpoise  to  the 
aweepwg  condenmatory  opinion  of  the 
learned  lord:  Indeed,  the  act  of  1469, 
which  the  learned  lord  thmks  by  its  pre- 

'  amble,  establishes  the  hct  of  selr-election 
before  that  time,  is,  by  every  other  per- 
aoo,  considered  a  direct  proof  that,  np  to 

'tiiat  period,  the  election  of  the  cooncik 
was  m  the  burgesses  and  conamtinity. 
The  words  of  the  statute  are  <*  Because 
^  fv«at  cootentiott  seiriy  for  the  chusiog 


of  the  samin,  throw  multitude  and  eh- 
mour  of  commone  simple  personei,"  it  is 
enacted  that  the  election  shall  be  yearlvt 
and  that  the  old  council  shall  elect  the 
new. 

The  learned  lord  has  asserted,  that  be^ 
fore  the  year  1469,  the  msgtstrates  were 
often  chosen  for  life,  and  has  read  an  act 
of  the  Aberdeen  council  of  1591,  to  prove 
that  fact.*  How  the  practice  at  that  time 
j[1591)  as  to  the  election  of  the  council 
m  Aberdeen,  could  show  what  the  prac- 
tice had  been  in  the  burghs  in  general, 
before  the  act  of  1469,  he  had  been 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  understand.  It  waa 
gross  inconsistency,  and  he  called  upon 
the  learned  lord  to  explain  it.  He  con- 
tended that  the  sound  explanation  of  the 
law  was,  that,  previous  to  1469,  the  bur- 
gesses and  community  had  the  right  of 
electing  the  officers  and  council  of  the 
burghs;  and  that  that  act  took  away  the 
right,  and  gave  it  to  the  old  council  to 
elect  the  new.  But  there  was  nothing  in 
that  act  which  showed  that,  op  the  lapse 
of  the  magistracy,  by  non-election,  or 
otherwise,  the  burgesses  were  not  to  exer- 
cise their  originsl  constitutional  right  of 
chusing  a  new  council  by  poll  election* 
Unless  the  7th  and  16th  of  Geo.  2nd 
sanctioned  that  principle,  they  meant  no- 
thing— theirwere  a  dead  letter.  He  must 
contend,  that  they  virtually  recognised 
the  right  of  election  to  be  vested  in  the 
burgesses  at  laive,  on  all  such  cases  of 
emergency,  as  the  only  means  of  electing 
proper  counseOon,  in  the  room  of  those 
dismissed  by  the  court  He  codd  not 
suppose  the  anxious  provisions  of  thoae 
statutes  were  intended  to  be  a  nullity, 
which  the  interpretation  of  the  learned 
lord  wodd  make  them  THear)]. 

The  learned  lord  had  stated,  that  no 
complaint  had  been  made  against  the  act 
of  1469,  at  the  Revolution,  or  any  attempt 
made  to  repeal  It.  It  might  be  so,  but  be 
must  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  fact,  that  one  of  the  grievances  in  the 
daim  of  rights,  to  William  and  Mary,  on 
the  11th  April,  1689,  was  the  subverting* 
by  the  abdicated  fiimily,  <'the  right  of 
the  royal  burghs  to  elect  their  own  ma- 
gistracy and  cooncil ;"  and  by  the  SSod 
act  of  the  esutes  of  Scotland,  dated  18th 

*  The  acts  of  the  Aberdeen  council, 
which  are  extant  prior  to  1469,  show 
most  distinctly  that  the  riffht  of  dection 
was  in,  and  was  exerdsed  by  the  bur- 
gesses. '  ' 
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ikpril,  16899  it  appears  what  these  rights 
were  as  they  gave  to  the  burgesses 
«  Order  and  warrant  for  new  election  of 
the  magistrates  by  poIL*'  The  people  of 
Aberdeen,  and  the  other  burghs  in  Scot- 
landy  ask  no  more  than  the  estates  de- 
clared to  be  the  rights  of  the  burghs ; 
and,  in  comformity  to  which,  almost  all 
the  burghs  between  1689,  and  1706>  did 
elect  their  magistrates  and  council  by  poll 
election. 

The  statutes  of  1706,  c.  7  in  the  Slst 
article  of  Union,  declare  **  That  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  royal  burghs  of  Scot- 
landf  as  they  now  are,  do  remain  ei^tire 
after  the  union,  and  notwithstanding 
thereof/'  Let  us,  therefore,  examine 
what  the  practice  has  been,  on  that  prin- 
ciple, in  these  cases  of  lapsed  magistracy, 
from  the  union,  to  the  year  1617,  and  it 
will  be  found  to  have  been  entirely  in  sup- 
port of  that  right  the  bui^esses  were  de- 
dared  to  have,  which  they  didexercise, 
apd  which  they,  the  burgesses,  had 
idaimed,  in  the  case  of  Aberdeen,  to 
^xerdse.  The  learned  lord  has  stat^ 
that  tbe  practice  had  been  altogether 
agamst  that  right  of  the  burgesses,  but  he 
dienied  the  fact,  and  the  cases  stated  by 
the  learned  lord  in  support  of  bis  asser- 
tion, he  was  prepared  to  contend,  hftve 
Jbeen  mis-stated  and  misapplied.  Within 
1 10  year%  the  niagistrates  of  SO  bur^ 
.have  ceased  to  have  the  power  of  electuig 
their  successors,  either  through  the  in- 
terruption of  rebels,  or  from  the  dactions 
having  been  set  aside  by  the  cqurt  of 
aessioB,  for  misconduct  or  irregularity  in 
the  elections.  In  *25  of  these,  the  Crown 
had  granted  warrants-  to  the  burgesses 
and  mhabitants  to  elect  new  coonols  by 
poll  election ;  and  io€ve,  the  old.coun- 
dls  to  elect  the  new.  The  learned  lord 
had  argued,  that  because  the  warrants  in 
S  cases  were  addressed  to  t^  burgesses 
only,  and  16  to  the  burgesses  and  inha- 
bitants, that  practice  was  a  prpof  that  the 
burgesses  had  not  the  right  of  election, 
and  that  the  participation  of  the  inha- 
bitants was  an  injury  to  the  burgesses. 
.But  he,  would  submit  to  Abe  Housoj  how 
that  e9(tension  of,  fra^hise  could  i^  9Bf 
'Wiay  be  bipught,  ^as  the  learned  lord  had 
done,  to  si^part,his  position,  .that  'the 
burgesses  Had  not  the  right  to  elect  the 
newcouodL  for  his0fv^p9lftt. he  thought 
that  kind  of  reaaooiqg^mibe  obj^ans 
.altogether  untenable. 

.  OHnetlearRed  lord  h^d,l$id  ^reat  stress 
on  the  case  of  Dysart,  in  October  1690, 
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as  an  instance  of  the  power  which  tlie 
Crown  had  to  grant  a  warrant  to  the  bur- 
gesses, provided  there  are  not  a  suffideot 
number  of  the  old  coundl  to  make  the 
election :  the  expressions  of  the  warrant 
are  very  doubtful,  but  he  would  ask  what 
was  the  number  of  counsellors  sufficient 
to  meet  and  choose  tbe  new  council  be- 
cause the  warrant  of  the  Crown,  if  the 
power  claimed  by  the  learned  lord  is  ad- 
mitted, may  as  well  authorize  one  pr  two, 
or  more,  in  or  out  of  council,  to  oieet 
and  choose  tl^e  new  coundl.— And,  in 
that  case,  he  would  ask,  what  would  be 
tbe  difference  between  the  power  tboe 
exercised,  and  what  the  daim  of  griev- 
ances  stated  the  Stuart  family  to  have 
exercised  before  the  Revolution  ?  He 
could  see  non^«!-*The  result,  therefore, 
must  give  tbe  correct  explana^bn,  for,  4n 
that  vejy  case  of  Dysart,  the  new  coun- 
cil was  dected  by  poll  election  THear  1J« 
The  case  of  Montrose,  in  I7i6,  nadhe^ 
also  stfited,  and  the  opinions  of  the  h^r 
officers  at  the  time,  had  been  quotedjhj' 
^the  learned  lord,  to  s^^i^ert  his  daifa  of 
right  in  the  Crown,  to  authorise  the  pLd 
council  to  elect  the  new ;  but  he  must 
take  the  libertv  to  states  that  the  case  of 
Montrose,  and  that  of  Brechin  at  the 
same  tune,  are  the  strongest  proofii  that 
can  be  broqgbt  against  him. 

In  all  the  80  cases  from  tbe  union  to 
1817,  therehad  been  only  one  case  wbpfw 
an  election  by  poll  warrant  .had  been  x^- 
fuaed,  on  iae  petitipn  of  the  burgesses ; 
and  that  was  tbe  case  of  Perdi,  in  171j6, 
which  had  been  considered  irregular  by 
all  the  judges,  and  as  an  exception  at 
proved  strongly  the  general  jule  and  right 
of  the  burgesses.  And  he  odieved  tbe 
learned  lord  could  acarcely  produce  the 
opinion  of  any  respectable  law  authority 
in  support  of  l^e  ooaduet  of  the  Crown 
in  that  case*  The  5  cases  of  exception, 
where,  in  the  last  110  years,  a  wanmt 
had  .been  granted  to  {the  old  .conncil  to 
elect  the  new,  w|ere  Perth,  ^d  Aberdeen, 
in .  1715-16«  and  A^ontrose,  Perth, .And 
Aberdeen,  in  174fi.  All  those  townjihad 
been  .occupied  by  the  j^ebels  on  the  .day  of 
•deotioq,  ^ancl  on  tbe  j^etition  of  tbe  jq|hi 
oquncil  alone  :  (except  in  the  case  .pf 
^Tfk  dref^-mentionedl,  the  warffwts 
hadi^een-.gry^ited  to  the  dd  council. 
Tb^  qiqde.^d^ctipa  fy  the  warjaiU  .to 
the  ij)4  Gfiynql  (Of  iMontroae  in  i7^ii<l?M 
been  .^estiqned  in  the  couif  <of  rijpssii^, 
and.h^d.  good,  ijhoMgl^  t)iaj|f4«e4  mm 
thebeoch  4edfffi^  th&jptkiQipfe  m  tfyf 
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Grown  inuinff  warrants  to  the'old  council 
to  be  irregular.  Lord  Arniston  Rafter- 
wards  lord  president*)  declared  it  was 
iUegaly  and  that  the  Crown  had  no  such 
power. 

The  opinion  of  the  law  officers  at  the 
time,  and  the  effect  on  their  proceeding, 
may  be  best  known  by  the  case  of  Brechin, 
where  the  magistrates  and  council  of  that 
eity  had  been  interrupted  on  the  day  of 
election  by  the  rebels;  and  the  privy 
council  had  granted  them  a  warrant  to 
elect  their  successors  in  June  1746:  but 
the  election  had  not  taken  place,  when 
the  court  of  session,  on  the  2Srd  Ja- 
nuary, 17479  expressed  their  opinions  so 
decidedly  on  the  case  of  Montrose.  The 
consequence  was,  that  a  n^w  warrant 
was  granted  by  the  privy  council  to  the 
merchants  and  burgesses  of  Brechin,  to 
elect  the  new  magistrates  and  council  by 
poll,  which  they  did  in  June,  1747-  Can 
any  man  doubt  that  the  change  of  the 
warrant  for  Brechin,  to  poll  election,  was 
the  result  of  a  conviction  in  the  Crown 
lawyers,  and  in  the  privy  council,  that 
the  one  granted  to  the  old  council  was 
illegal  and  improper  ?  For  70  years  ^from 
that  time  to  the  case  of  Aberdeen),  all 
the  burghs,  whose  magistracy  had  lapsed, 
have  had  warrants  granted  to  the  bur- 
gesses, for  the  poll  election  of  their  ma- 
gistrates, until  the  learned  lord  gave  a 
new  interpretation  to  the  law  in  the  case 
of  Aberdeen.  He  therefore  contended, 
that  in  point  of  legality,  of  practice,  and  of 
expediency,  the  Teamed  lord  and  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  were  in  error,  in  their 
conduct  towards  the  burgesses  of  Aber- 
deen, to  whom,  in  his  opinion,  an  act  of 
gross  illegality  and  injustice  had  been 
done  [Hear,  near!^ 

WhjT  did  not  ministers,  in  the  exercise 
of  justice,  and  a  sound  discretion,  grant 
a  poU^  election  to  Aberdeen  ?  The  case 
of  Montrose,  which,  by  this  means,  had 
been  freed  from  their  political  influence, 
an  influence  which  the  noble  lord  had 
very  troly  stated  to  have  held  Scotland 
S5  years  in  fetters  had  terrified  them. 
They  saw.thev  were  losing  their  influence 
by  aiiowing  the  people  to  judge  for  them- 
aelves;  and,  therefore,  determined  to 
atop,  however  unjust,  arbttr»ry,  or  illegal, 
that  proceeding  might  be.^— They  did  not 
like  the  experiment.  By  the  advice  of 
ihat  learned  lord,  Montrose  had  obtamed 
M  poll  election,  and  they  were  thankful 
for  ihrir  frandiises  so  granted  ;*»by  the 
MrioB  of  the  learned  lonit  Aberdeen  had 
.(VOL.  XXXlli:.) 


been  refused  a  poll  election,  and  had  been 
delivered  over  to  the  government  of  the 
same  men  who  had  before  shown  them- 
selves so  incapable  of  conducting  the  af* 
fairs  of  the  town,  and  to  the  p^st  dissa* 
tisfaction  and  disgust  of  the  inhabitants* 
—He  could  not  avoid  stating  a  circum* 
stance   respecting   the   conduct  of  the 
learned  lord,  which  had  been  communi- 
cated to  him,  and  which  he  believed  to 
be  correct ;  but,  if  not  so,  the  learned 
lord  would  correct  him.    The  old  council 
of  Aberdeen,  soon  after  the  election  of 
the  magistracjr  had  been  set  aside  by  the 
court  of  session,  again  wished  to  have 
their  authority  re-established,  and  applied 
to  the  learned  lord  for  his  advice,  how 
they  should  proceed  to  obtain  it.— The 
learned  lord,  if  his  (Mr.  Hume's^  inform- 
ation was  correct,  stated  that  he  could 
not,  as  lord  advocate,  give  an  official  opi** 
nion;  but  that  he  would,  as  a  lawyer^ 
advise  them  (and  for  which  opinion  he 
took  a  regular  fee),  **  That  a  petition 
from  themselves  would  not  do,  but  ad« 
vised  them  strenuously  to  obtain  the  sig« 
natures  of  as  many  respectable  burgessea 
and  traders  as  they  possibly  could,  along, 
with  their  own  petition,  when  he  had  no 
doubt  they  would  be  favourably  received." 
That  advice  had  been  followed  by  the 
old  council,  who  exerted  all  their  influ- 
ence to  obtain  signatures  to  a  petition  in 
their  favour;   but,    in  a  population  of 
80,000  souls,  they  could  only  obtam  45 
individuals  who  would  sign,  and  these,  a 
list  of  whom  he  held  in  his  hand,  are  all# 
with  scarcely  an  exception,  the  partners, 
relatives,  dependents  of  the  old  council 
[Hear !] !    So  senerally  were    the  old 
council  objected  to  by  those  who  besi 
knew  them,  that  no  greater  number  than 
45  would  sign;  whilst  upwards  of  1400 
burgesses,  tndes,  ice*  signed  a  petition 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  praving  that  he 
would  grant  a  warrant  for  them  to  elect 
a  new  council,  of  men  in  whom  they 
could  confide  the  government  of  the  cityi 
and  re-establish  that  peace  and  confidence 
between  the  magistrates  and  inhabitants, 
which  were  necessary  for  the  welfare  of 
the  city,  but  which  Jiad  been  completely 
lost  under  the  old  magistrates. 

The  House  will  scarceljr  believe  that 
his  majesty's  government,  instead  of  at- 
tending to  the  almost  universal  prayer  of 
the  people  of  Aberdeen,  to  have  a  poll 
election ;  granted,  on  the  petition  of  the 
old  council  and  their  dependant  45,  n 
wairant  /or  the  old  to  elect  the  new  coua* 
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cil.  He  asked,  if  that  was  a  sound  and 
wise  exercise  of  that  discretion  which  the 
learned  lord  claimed  for  bis  majesty's  go- 
vernment f  Was  that  the  means  of^  re- 
storing confidence,  and  promoting  peace 
and  good  government  in  Aberdeen,  as  it 
was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  government 
to  attend  to  [Hear,  hear!]  ? 

It  was  a  sacrifice  of  the  best  interests 
of  that  large  community,  by  his  majesty^ 
ministers,  to  retain  their  political  influ- 
ence, which  they  were  amid  would  be 
lost ;  and  it  showed  in  a  great  degree  the 
disposition  of  his  majesty's  government 
to  exercise  arbitrary  and  despotic  power, 
to  answer  their  purposes,  by  however  in- 
jurious and  cruel  measures  that  misht  be 
obtained.— -He  had  no  hesitation  in  declar- 
ing it  illegal,  arbitrary,  and  unjust,  and 
thought  it  behoved  this  House  to  afford 
redress  to  the  people  of  Aberdeen,  to 
watch  that  disposition  in  the  government, 
to  arbitrary  and  unconstitutional  power 
at  the  expense  of  the  rights  and  welfare 
of  the  people.  He  would  not  trespass 
longer  on  the  time  of  the  House ;  thank- 
ing them  for  their  indulgence,  be  would 
sit  down  in  the  hopes  that  the  motion 
would  be  agreed  to  by  the  House  [Hear, 
hear]. 

The  Lord  Advocate  denied  that  he  had 
interfered  in  the  case  alluded  to,  and  as- 
sured the  hon.  member,  that  wherever  he 
gained  his  information,  it  was  false  and 
unfounded. 

Mr.  Hume  appealed  to  the  House, 
whether  they  would  sanction  the  applica- 
tion of  such  terms  as  false  and  unfounded 
to  him. 

The  Lord  Advocate  denied  having  so 
applied  them. 

Mr.  James  Fergusson  bore  the  highest 
testimony  to  the  character  and  honour  of 
the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen. 

Mr.  Forbes  said,  that  he  should  have 
refrained  from  offering  himself  to  the  at*" 
tendon  of  the  House  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion, had  he  not  thought  himself  com- 
pelled to  contradict  some  of  the  bold 
assertions  of  the  noble  lord  who  had  ori- 
ginated this  motion.  When  he  heard  such 
unfounded  declarations  made  against  a 
public  body,  nothing  on  earth  should 
prevent  him  from  speaking.  He  wished 
particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  observations  of  the  noble 
lord,  with  respect  to  the  finances  of  the 
town  of  Aberdeen.  It  had  been  stated, 
that  the  town  had  been  declared  a  bank- 
rupt to  the  extent  of  230,0001.    This  had. 
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in  some  measure,  been  explained  by  thm 
hon.  member  opposite ;  but  the  fact  was* 
that  the  sum  expended  upon  the  streets 
and   the    harbour,    only    amounted    to 
208,000/.;    the  sum  of  166,000^  beinff 
expended  upon  the  streets,  and  42,000£ 
upon  the  harbour.    The  commerce  of  the 
town  had    very  considerably  increased* 
In  the  year  1810,  the  tonnage  of  the  port 
was    only   16,000   tons,    while    it    now 
amounted  to  40,000  tons.    With  regard 
to  the  debts  of  the  town,  he  asserted,  that 
the  creditors  now  received  4  per  cent  for 
their  money,  and  would  shortly  receive  5; 
butt  in  the  mean  time,  not  a  single  chari- 
table institution  lost  a  shilling,  nor  would 
the  creditors  eventually  lose  one  farthing 
of  their  just  debts.    He  lamented  thai 
charges  of  forgery  and  fraud  should  be 
brought  against  public  bodies,  or  indivi- 
duals,  without  sufficient  grounds;    and, 
after  paying  a  compliment  to  the  integrity 
and  virtues  of  the  present  magistrates  of 
Aberdeen,  he  expressed  his  determination 
of  placing  himself  in  opposition  to  accusa- 
tions of  such  a  nature.    He  hoped  the 
noble  lord  opposite  would  move  for  the 
appointment  of  a  select  committee,   to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  those  roagis- 
trates,  and  the  general  government  of  the 
burgh. 

Sir  George  Clerk  hoped  the  explana- 
tions given  by  the  hon.  member  who  had 
just  set  down,  would  have  the  effect  of 
relieving  the  much-injured  magistrates  of 
Aberdeen  from  the  gross  misrepresenta- 
tions  which  had  been  affixed  to  their  cba- 
.  racter.    He  remarked,  that  the  question 
of  parliamentary  reform  had  been  most 
improperly  involved  in  the  subject  now 
before  the  House ;  but  the  proper  qoes* 
tion  was  one  relating  solely  to  the  burgh 
government  of  Scotland,  which  must  ne- 
cessarily be  determined  by  reference  to 
legal  decisions.  On  this  point,  the  learned 
lord  advocate  had  exhausted  the  subject* 
Had  honourable  members  read  the  former 
report  of  the  committee  of  that  House 
on  this  subject,  it  would  be  found,  that 
the  right  of  election  had  never  been  vested 
in  the  burgesses,  and  that  the  council  had 
always,  previous  to  the  Union,  been  ap- 
pointed for  life.    He  then  took  a  review 
of  the  cases  decided  on  this  point,  and 
attempted  to  prove,  by  reference  to  theses 
that  the  uniform  practice  and  priodpte 
had  been  as  he  had  stated  them.    Witk 
reference  either  to  the  decisioDS  of  law, 
to  constant  practice,  or  to  the  discretion|uy 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  the  orowo, 
\ 
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the  noble  lord  had  laid  doirn  no  case  to 
justify  the  Uouie  in  acceding  to  liis  mo* 
lion. 

.  Mr.  MaxndL  maintained^  that  the  war- 
rant passed,  in  the  case  of  the  burgh  of 
Aberdeen,  was  illegal,  and .  thought  it 
scarcely  probable  that  the  lord  advocate, 
who  perhaps  never  was  in  Aberdeen,  and 
his  majesty's  council,  who  knew  nothing 
about  It,  could  be  better  Qualified  to  de- 
termine what  was  gOod  tor  the  people, 
than  the  people  were  themselves.  He 
warned  the  House  against  abandoning  an 
important  town  like  Aberdeen  to  the  ma* 
nagement  of  those  who  had  already  in- 
jured it.  Its  population  did  not  consist 
of  a  lawless  mob,  but  of  one  of  the  most 
reliffioos,  moral,  and  loyal  classes  of  people 
in  the  kingdom.  The  object  souglit  for 
by  them  was  not  a  wild  reform,  but  the 
^tablishment  of  such  a  form  of  govern- 
ment as  was  alone  capable  of  preserving 
the  property  of  the  burgh  from  being 
wantonly  dissipated. 

Mr.  iVUherforce  hoped,  in  a  matter  of 
such  deep  interest,  the  Hous^ would  not 
think  of  stifling  the  subject,  but  would 
aufier  investigation  to  proceed  to  the  ut* 
most  limits.  A  statement  had  been  made, 
of  which  he  saw  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
authenticity,  that  the  system  hitherto 
punned  was  calculated  to  destroy  the  best 
interests  of  the  great  town  of  Aberdeen, 
that  the  practice  of  electing  magistrates 
was  unsupported  by  any  legal  authority; 
and  that  the  general  system  was  fraught 
with  dangers  to  the  property  of  the  burgh. 
These  points  had  not  been  denied,  and 
they  undoubtedly  were  of  a  nature  that 
demanded  inquiry.  Had  such  practices 
taken  place  In  England,  as  were  shown  to 
have  happened  in  the  Scottish  bUrgh,  what 
would  the  House  have  thought  of  it  ?  On 
such  a  subject,  the  English.members  were, 
perhaps,  better  calculated  to  decide  .than 
those  immediately  concerned;  they  should 
therefore  bring,  to  the  consideration  of 
the  subject,  their  cool  judgment,  and  pro^ 
tect  the  people  of  Scotland  from  gross 
abuse. 

Mr*  Finlay  said,  that  when  a  particular 
case  like  tlie  present  occurred,  the  House 
was  called  upon  to  interpose.  The  learned 
lord  had  made  a  long  speech  upon  the 
law,  but  he  had  not  touched  the  facts; 
and  if  he  had  proved  that  a  practice 
existed,  he  had  failed  to  show  that  it 
ought  to  exist.  In  fact,  no  man  but  the 
learned  lord  would  have  undertaken,  in 
such  unqualified  terms,  to  defend  thq  sys* 


tern  of  the  Scotch  burffhs.  He  had  shown 
an  utter  ignorance  of  all  the  particulars  of 
the  case;  and  if  his  law  was  as  bad  as  his 
facts  were  defective,  liis  case  had  not  a 
leg  to  stand  upon. 

•  Lord  CasUereagh  said,  he  would  not 
have  risen,  but  for  the  sentiments  just 
delivered.  He  was  quite  willing  to  rest 
the  whole  case  upon  the  admirable  and 
lucid  speech  of  his  learned  friend  [a  laugh]. 
That  speech  had  been  treated  by  the  other 
side  or  the  House,  in  a  manner  which  suf- 
ficiently proved,  Uiat  they  were  incompe* 
tent  to  reply  to  iu  The  great  defect  of 
the  speeches  on  the  other  side  was,  that 
they  assumed  the  whole  case ;  for  no  one 
act  of  criminality  had  been  established 
against  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen.  All  that 
the  magistrates  had  done  was  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  town,  and  there  was  not 
even  an  allegation  of  mal-administration. 
It  was  not  just,  because  they  had  bor- 
rowed money  of  public  charities,  which 
had  been  freely  lent, .  and  the  interest 
upon  which  had  been  regularly  paid,  to 
brand  the  whole  body  with  fraud  and  mal- 
versation. It  was  quite  obvious,  that  the 
object  of  the  motion  was  exactly  what  it 
was  so  strenuously  contended  not  to  be. 
The  noble  mover  bad  done  his  utmost  to 

Eersuade  the  House,  that  he  asked  very 
ttle,  that  his  motion  was  one  that  none 
could  refuse ;  but,  in  fact,  it  was  nothing 
else  than  to  introduce  into  Scotland  a  par- 
liamentary reform,  which  the  other  side 
of  the  House  could  not  obtain  for  Eng- 
land. The  disguise  was  too  thin  to  cover 
the  real  purpose,  however  artfully  the 
noble  lord  might  have  enveloped  his  mo- 
tion in  it.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion,  that  after  the  act  of 
union,  the  House  bad  no  jurisdiction  to 
interpose,  and  whatever  objections  might 
now  be  made  to  the  system  of  election,  it 
was  obvious,  that  the  same  opinion  did 
not  prevail  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne; 
for  one  of  the  ancestors  of  the  noble  lord 
had  himself  brought  forward  a  motion  in 
the  Scotch  parliament,  expressive  of  the. 
highest  approbation.  Setting  aside  this 
point,  however,  no  case  for  inquiry  or 
interference  had  been  established.  As- 
sertions might  be  very  servicesble,  espe- 
cially if  they  were  sufficiently  bold ;  and  it 
might  be  very  convenient  to  some  gentle- 
men to  obtain  a  whig,  instead  of  a  tory 
magistracy;  but  it  became  the  House  to 
be  cautious  how  it  listened  to  sucli  state- 
ments. Another  reason  for  not  complying 
with  the  motion,  therefore,  was,  thai  ff 
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the  crown  ought,  in  this  iRSlancei  to  take 
upon  itself  to  give  directions  for  disfran- 
chismenti  no  case  could  occur,  however 
trifling,  where  the  s&me  daim  might  not 
he  made,  backed  by  this  ^cedent.  Upon 
ih^  whole,  therefore,  he  was  satisfied  that 
the  House  would  do  wisely  in  rejecting 
the  proposition. 

Lord  A.  Hamiliony  in  reply,  complained 
of  the    unfairness    with  which   he    was 
treated  by  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last, 
mid  by  the  new  lord  of  the  Admiralty  (sir 
G.  Clerk.}     The  noble  lord  had  charged 
him  with  mtroducing  the  question  of  par- 
liamentary reform  in  disguise,  thougn  he 
had    disclaimed  such  an   intention,  and 
would  finally  declare,  that  he  disclaimed 
any  such  hypocritical  conduct.    He  was 
not  ashamed  nor  afraid  to  give  his  opinions 
upon  parliamentary  reform,  whenever  that 
subject  was  before  the  House,  and  least 
of  all  parliamentary  reform  as  applicable 
to  Scotland.     And  the  new  lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  the  new  pupil  in  that  new 
seminary  of  statesmen,  nad  ventured  to 
discredit,   though  not  to  contradict,  his 
statement  of  this  fact  of  a  part  of  the 
debt    of    Aberdeen   having   been    con- 
tracted under  the  sanction  of  forged  or 
fraudulent   minutes;    but  he  still  main- 
tained that  his  statement  was  correct,  and 
be  would  prove  it  to  be  so,  if  necessary, 
by  depositions  on  oath,  either  before  a 
committee,  or  at  the  bar  of  that  House ; 
and  therefore,  notwithstanding  all  that  had 
been  said,  he  would  re-assert  all  his  former 
positions,  as  he  maintained  that  up  to  that 
moment  they  had  received  no  contradic- 
tion.   The  noble  lord  had  stated  that  the 
charities  received  4  per  ceat»   and  that 
therefore  they  were  not  defrauded.  They 
had  contracted  to  receive  5  per  cent  for 
their  money ;  but  to  whom  was  it  owing 
that  they  received  evenwhat  they  did  ?  Not 
to  the  self-elected  magistrates,  but  to  the 
trustees.    He  concluded  by  putting  it  to 
the  House,  whether  they  would  continue 
in   the  Scots  burghs  the  system  under 
which  the  city  of  Aberdeen  had  been 
ruined,  or  deliver  it  over  to  a  set  of  gen- 
tlemen,  who,     notwithstanding    all    the 
learned  lord  had  said,  were  well  aualified 
to  elect  their  own  magistrates,  the  bur- 
gesses of  Scotland, 

The  HoQse  divided :  Ayes,  105 ;  Noes» 
110 :  Majority  against  the  motion,  5. 

Considerable  cheering  followed  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  numbers  from  the  op- 
position side  of  the  House. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  said,  that  as  the 
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House  seemed  so  neaity  balanced  in  opi- 
nion on  the  question  which  he  had  brought 
before  them,  he  should  bring  forward  bia 
motion  for  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  Crown  after  the  holidays. 


List  of  the 

Abercromby,  hon.  J. 
Allen,  J.  H. 
Althorp,  lord 
Anson,  sir  O. 
Bankes,  H. 
Bernard,  lord 
Barnett,  James 
Bentinck,  lord  W. 
Bemal,  Ralph 
Bennet|  hon.  U.  G. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Browne,  D. 
Brougham,  H. 
Calcrail,  John 
Calvert,  C. 
Campbell,  hon.  J. 
Cliaon,  lord 
Colburne,  N.  B. 
Colclough,  C. 
Croropton,  Sam. 
Davies,  T.  H. 
Dc  Crespigny,  sir  W. 
Denison,  Wm. 
Douglas,  hon.  F. 
Duncannon,  lord 
Dundas,  hon.  L. 
Dundas,  hon.  G. 
Dundas,  C. 
Dundas,  T, 
Ebrington,  visct. 
Ellice,  Edward 
Euston,  earl  of 
Fazakerley,Nic. 
Fergusson,  sir  R.  C. 
Finlay,  K. 
Fitagerald,  lord  W. 
Fleming,  J. 
Folkestone,  lord 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Gordon,  R. 
Graham,  J.  R.  G. 
Grenfell,  Pascoe 
Griffiths,  J.  W. 
Gumey,  R.  H. 
Hey  gate,  aid. 
Hornby,  Ed. 
Howard,  hon.  W. 
Ho  worth,  H. 
Hurst,  Robt. 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
Larab,  hon.  G. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lloyd,  sh*  E. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Maule,  hon.  W. 
Macleod,  Roderick 
Macdonald,  James 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Maitland,  J.  B. 
Martini  J. 


Minority. 
Maxwell,  John 
Milbank,  Mark 
Merest,  J.  W.  D. 
Mildmay,  P.  St.  J. 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Morpeth,  lord 
Newport,  sir  Job  n 
Nugent,  lord 
On^W. 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Pares,  Thos. 
Pelham,  hon.  G. 
Phillimore,  Jos. 
Philips,  G. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  F.  C* 
Powlett,  hon.  W. 
Ricardo,  D. 
Ramsden,J.  C. 
Robarte,  W.  T. 
RobartSy  A. 
Rowley,  sir  W. 
Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Russell,  lord  John 
Rumbold,  C.  E. 
Sebright,  sir  John 
Sefton,  earl  of 
Sinclair,  George 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  Wm. 
Smith,  hon.  R. 
Stuart,  lord  J. 
Sniart,  Wm. 
Stanley,  lord 
Tavistock,  marq. 
Tiemev,  right  hoo.  G 
Walpole,  hon.  Geo. 
Waithman,  aid, 
Wilberforce,  W. 
Whitbread.  W.  H. 
Wilkins,  W. 
Williams,  W. 
Wilson,  sir  Robt. 
Wood,  alderman 
Wynn,C.W. 

Tellers. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Hume,  Joseph 

PAIRED   OFF. 

Aubrey,  sir  J. 
Birch,  Jos. 
Buxton,  T.  F. 
Fitzgerald,  M. 
Harvey,  D.  W. 
Lamb,  hon.  W. 
Latouche,  John 
Latouche,  R. 
MaherIy,Jebn 
North,  Dudley 
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LISM 


Pbiripi,  G.  R. 
Piggolty  sir  A, 
aidTey,  sir  M.  W. 
Stewart,  Wm. 


Temple,  earl 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wynn,  air  W.  W. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday  f  April  2. 

BomouGH  or  Ilchbstbb.]  Mr.  Ben- 
net  said,  he  held  in  his  hand,  a  petition  to 
which  he  begged  leave  to  call  the  atten* 
tioB  of  the  House.  It  was  signed  by  the 
rector,  the  church*wardens,  by  the  over- 
aeers  of  the  poor,  and  a  number  of 
other  respectable  inhabitants  of  Ilchester. 
The  series  of  grievances  detailed  in  the 
petition  were,  he  believed,  founded  in 
fact.  Ilchester,  as  was  well  known, 
returned  two  members  to  parliament.  It 
was  patronized,  and,  if  he  might  say  so,  it 
was  the  property  of  a  particular  individual 
(sir  Wifiiam  Manners.^  After  the  last 
election,  a  number  of  nooses  in  the  town 
were  pulled  down  by  the  proprietor.  The 
consequence  of  this  was,  upwards  of  a 
hundred  families  were  forced  out  of  the 
houses  which  they  occupied,  and  placed 
in  a  species  of  poor-house»  hired  by  the 
town  from  the  same  individual.  About 
eighteen  or  twenty  of  those  who  were 
0o  turned  out,  were  paupers,  the  rest  were 
persons  who  earned  their  livelihood.  But 
notice  was  given  by  that  individual,  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  continued  pditioal 
dissentions  which  prevailed  in  the  town, 
Ira  was  resolved  to  take  from  them  the 
housein  question,  tothatthose  poor  persons 
whose  houses  had  been  pulled  down,  were 
deptived  of  this  last  resource  of  a  poor- 
house.  They  were  aecordioglv  all  turned 
out;  169  men,  wonwn,  and  children, 
from  one  month  old,  to  spwards  of  80 
years,  were  all  turned  out  into  the  street, 
without  knowing  of  a  place  to  shelter 
themsehres  at  a  most  inclement  season  of 
the  year  [Hear,  hear!].  Some  of  them 
were  able  to  get  together  some  straw 
in  the  town-hall.  Some  of  them  be- 
took Uiemselves  to  the  fields.  Among 
the  people  bo  turned  out,  there  were 
several  pregnant  women,  and  one  woman 
daQy  expected  the  pangs  of  child-birth. 
It  was  stated  that  a  mode,  which  in  other 
cases  had  sometimes  been  resorted  to, 
was  here  adopted  for  driving  the  people 
oat  of  their  houses.  The  upper  stories 
were  filled  with  dung,  which,  by  oozing 
through  the  floors,  rendered  the  lower 
parti  uninhabitable.  With  respect  to  the 
petition,  it  was  quite  clear  that  this  was 


a  very  -great  grievance.  As  to  these  18S 
individuals,  whether  they  had  any  legal 
remedy  or  not,  iie  knew  not.  The  peti* 
tioners,  however,  naturallv  looked  to  the 
HoQse  for  protection.  His  intention  at 
one  time  was  to  move  that  it  be*re£nrred 
to  the  committee  on  the  poor-laws. 
Indeed,  he  hardly  w^l  knew  what  coarse 
to  pursue.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
not  refuse  that  inquiry  into  the  case, 
which  the  petitioners  wished  for. 

Mr.  Merest  said,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  consider  the  delicate  situation  in 
which  he  stood  as  member  for  Ilchester* 
As  member  for  that  borough,  it  waa  hie 
doty  to  present  any  petition  from  hie 
constituents;  bat  as  the  individoal  aU 
loded  to,  had  questioned  his  election 
for  the  borough,  he  felt  a  delicacy  ia 
presenting  >a  petition  reflecting  on  his 
conduct,  and  had  therefore  declined  to 
present  the  petition.  At  the  same  time, 
he  could  bear  testimony  not  only  to  the 
great  respectability  of  the  petitioners,  but 
to  the  truth  of  evenr  allegation  contained 
in  the  petition.  If  cruelties,  like  those 
complained  of,  were  tolerated  in  this 
country,  he  knew  not  what  acts  might  not 
be  committed. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  he  knew  not  what  the 
House  could  do  in  this  case.  It  was  a 
cose  on  which  the  House  could  not  enter. 
The  charges  in  the  petition  higMyafiected 
the  moral  character  of  the  individual 
against  whom  they  were  nsade.  Yet  still 
there  was  nothing  in  them  iHegal;  for  e 
man  could  do  what  he  pleased  with  hia 
own  property.  If  the  House  could  not 
aflbrd  relief  in  such  cases,  he  did  not  see 
how  they  could  receive  any  petition ;  for 
if  they  received  it,  he  knew  net  where 
they  were  to  stop.  Supposing  any  great 
proprietor  in  this  metropolis,  lord  Urosve* 
nor  or  the  duke  of  Bedford,  for  instance, 
who  had  a  number  of  tenants  fi^m  year  to 
year,  gave  notice  to  all  these  tenants  to 
remove,  as  they  preferred  to  have  large 
streets— this  meaaure  might  be  eztremdy 
oppressive  to  a  number  of  individuals ;  but 
still  he  did  not  see  how  the  Hoose  could 
afford  redress. 

Mr.  Diddnion^  said  he  happened  a  few 
days  ago  to  see  some  gentlemen  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ilchester,  who  confirm- 
ed to  him  the  reporU  of  what  had  taken 
place  there.  He  could  hardly  believe  at 
first  in  the  possibility.  It  was,  however, 
but  justice  to  say,  that  before  the  severe 
process  was  resorted  tov  the  individuals 
forced  out  of  their  housea  had  had  regulaa 


1355]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  PetUion  of  General  GourgoMd  [1356 


notice  to  quit  them.  When  the  peofile 
were  turned  out,  the  BeighbounDg  magis- 
trates did  all  that  they  could  do  on  the 
occasion.  They  ordered  each  man  and 
woman  to  receive  1<.  and  to  have  their 
lodging  paid.  But  the  town  of  Ilchester 
was  so  situated,  unfortunately,  that  no 
lodging  could  be  found  for  them.  They 
were  therefore  obliged  to  betake  them- 
selves to  the  neighbouring  villages. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  whatever 
powers  parliament  might  possess,  they 
were  in  no  degree  applicable  to  the  case 
in  question.  As  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
not  stated  a  ground  for  the  interference 
of  the  House,  and  as  there  could  be  no 
expectation  of  any  remedy  from  the 
House,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of 
withdrawing  the  petition.  The  case  was 
one  which  excited  a  strong  degree  of  com- 
miseration for  the  suffisrers ;  but  the  House 
as  a  body,  could  not  act  on  a  prmcipla  of 
humanity  alone. 

Sir./.  Newport  thought  that  ordering 
this  petition  to  be  printed,  and  entering 
the  proceeding  on  the  journals  would  be 
a  species  of  exposure  and  publicity  which 
might  produce  a  salutary  effect  on  the  in- 
dividual concerned. 

Mr.  Bennet  then  withdrew  the  petition. 

Pbtition  of   Gxkeral  Gouroaud 

COMPLAINING   07    HIS    ArRBST    UNDER 

THB  Alien  Act.1  Mr.  Lambton  said,  in 
rising  to  present  the  petition  of  which  he 
had  given  notice,  from  general  Gourgaud, 
he  begged  leave  to  state,  that  he  was  per- 
sonally unacouainted  wiUi  that  individual. 
He  presentea  it  in  compliance  with  the 
request  of  a  distingubhed  foreigner  who 
resided  in  this  counti^,  and  who  was  a 
friend  of  general  Gourgaud.  He  was 
discharging  a  duty  incumbent  on  every 
member  of  parliament,  in  now  presenting 
this  petition  to  the  Housp,  relating  as  it 
did  to  the  execution  of  the  Alien  act  of 
last  year*— an  act  which  still  remained  op 
the  statute  book,  a  shameful  memorial  of 
their  departure  from  the  old  English  prin- 
ciples, which  so  long  governed  the  pro- 
ceetlings  of  this  country  towards  foreign- 
ers. He  should  have  felt  some  distrust 
in  presenting  a  petition  of  this  nature  to 
the  last  parliament,  but  he  was  encou- 
raged to  present  it  to  the  present  House 
of  Commons,  from  the  feeling  which  he 
had  witnessed  in  it. .  He  trusted,  at  least 
that  the  House  would  consent  to  a  delibe- 
rate investigation  of  the  subject  matter  of 
any  petition^  complaining  of  illegal  and 


unwarrantable  oppression  on  the  part  of 
government,  whether  that  oppression  was 
exercised  towards  a  foreigner  or  a  native 
of  our  own  country.    General  Gourgaud 
complained  in  this  petition  of  a  grots  vio- 
lation of  a  provision  in  the  Alien  act,  al- 
lowing the  mdividuals  ordered  in  virtue  of 
that  act  to  leave  the  country,  a  power  of 
appealing  to  the  privy  council ;  and  he 
also  complained  of  a  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  government  equally  unjustiGable* 
namely,  the  seizure  of  his  papers  and 
other  effects,  a  proceeding  equally  unau- 
thorized by  the  Alien  act     The  petition 
also  accused  the  persons  who  acted  under 
the  secretaiT  of  state  for  the  home  de- 
partment, or  most  unjustifiable  cruelties 
and  personal  barbarities  inflicted  by  them 
on  general  Gourgaud,  and  which,  if  true, 
reflected  the  greatest  disgrace  on  that  of- 
ficer, who  was  entrusted  with  the  execu- 
tion of  the  warrant.    He  fervently  hoped 
that  these  barbarities  might  be  disproved 
to  the  honour  of  the  country,  and  that  it 
miffht  not  be  said  that  the  government 
added  insult  to  oppression,  and  wantonly 
outraged  the  feelings  of  a  defenceless  fo- 
reigner in  their  power.«-He  would  proceed 
as   shortly  as  possible,  to  detail  to  the 
House  the  statement  of  the  case  of  gene* 
ral  Gourgaud.     He  prayed  to  be  allowed 
an  opportunity  of  substantiating  by  proof 
the  statements  contained  in  his  petition. 
The  petition  stated,  that  on  the  14th  of 
November,  181A,  seven  or   eight   men, 
armed  with  pistols  and  bludgeons,  rushed 
into  his  room  when  he  was  ill  in  bed.    Mr. 
Benjamin  Capper,  of  the  alien  office,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  them,  ordered  him  to 
get  up,  telling  him  that  lord  Sidpaouth 
wanted  to  see  him.     General  Gour^ud 
signified   his   acquiescence,  but  wished 
them  to  retire  while  he  dressed  himself. 
The  men  then  proceeded  to  open  the 
drawers  of  his  bureau,  on  which  toe  gene- 
ral wished  to  know  the  authority  for  this 
step.      Mr.  B.  Capper  then  showed  him 
the  warrant  of  lora  Sidmouth.    General 
G.  said,  th&t  though  this  warrant  required 
him.  to  leave  the  kingdom,  it  did  not  au- 
thorize them  to  seize  his  papers  and  effects. 
He  begged  them  to  consider  his  situation ; 
that  he  was  unwell,  alone,  and  without  a 
servant — and  he  wished  a  few  hours  merely 
to  enable  him  to  arrange  his  affitiirs,  and 
to  see  a  friend  to  deliver  over  his  property 
to  his  care.     Mr.  Capper  replied,  that  if 
he  did  not  rise  instantly  he  would  take 
him  naked  as  he  was,  and  as  a  proof  of 
this  immediately  took  hold  of  the  bed* 
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clothes  with  much  force.  General  6. 
protested  against  Ibis  act  of  Tiolence,  and 
asked  to  be  carried  before  the  privy  coun- 
cil or  lord  Sidmoutb,  and  he  proceeded 
to  dress  himself.  Some  conversation  then 
look  place  as  to  what  part  of  the  continent 
the  petitioner  was  to  be  carried  to.  On 
his  going  into  the  sitting  room  he  was  sur- 
roanded  by  these  men  who  held  pistols  to 
his  breast.  To  prove  to  them  that  he  had 
DO  intention  of  resisting,  he  pointed  out 
to  them  another  pair  of  pistols  in  a  closet, 
which  they  took.  They  had  before  seised 
his  portfolio,  and  it  was  with  great  exer- 
tion that  he  succeeded  in  putting  some 
papers  in  the  portfolio,  which  he  locked 
in  spite  of  Mr.  Capper  who  wished  that  it 
should  be  open.  Gen.  G.  declared  his  will- 
ingness to  submit  them  to  lord  Sidmouth's 
examination,  but  refused  to  leave  them  open 
to  the  examination,  or  liable  to  have  others 
substituted  to  them,  by  the  men  by  whom 
he  was  surrounded,  and  wished  therefore 
to  seal  them  up.  This  so  enraged  Mr. 
Capper,  that  nc/  endeavoured  to  snatch 
the  sealing  wax  out  of  the  general's  hands, 
but  he  was  not  able  to  do  so  till  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  sealing  the  cover.  Two  of  the 
men  then  seized  him  by  his  throat,  while 
the  rest  struck  him  on  the  head  wiUi  their 
bludgeons,  and  took  possession  of  all  his 
effects.  General  G.  tnen  cried  out  *  mur- 
der,' an  apprehension  which  their  conduct 
might  naturally  lead  him  to  entertain. 
They  dragged  him  out  of  the  room, 
striking  him  with  their  sticks,  and  the  butt 
end  of  their  pistols,  attempted  to  force  a 
handkerchief  into  his  ^ooth,  and  harried 
him  into  a  carriage  at  the  door.  General 
G.  demanded  to  Be  taken  before  a  magis- 
trate, that  he  might  have  justice,  but  in 
vain.  Mr.  Capper  told  the  crowd  as- 
•embled  round  tlie  carriage,  that  he  was  a 
madman,  a  criminal,  guilty  of  high  treason, 
and  even  threatened  to  fire  on  any  one 
who  dared  to  interfere.  In  forcing  him 
into  the  carriage,  they  nearly  broke  his 
leg,  by  violently  closing  the  door  upon  it 
whilst  hanging  out.  The  pain  was  so 
great  that  he  fell  exhausted  on  the  floor 
of  the  carriage,  upon  which  Mr.  Capper 
and  his  men  jumped  in,  kept  general  G. 
down  under  their  feet,  and  drove  off  at 
full  gallop.  They  then  conducted  the 
general  to  Mr.  Capper's  house,  near  West* 
minster  bridge.  He  stated  the  means 
adopted  by  Mr.  Capper  to  induce  him  to 

give  them  an  order  to  take  possession  of 
is  property  that  had  been  left  in  his 
iodgings»  but  he  refused,  saying,  if  Mr. 
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Capper  and  his  men  had  anjr  right,  in  thw 
first  instance,  to  act  as  they  did,  by  thesame 
riffht  they  could  return  to  tske  the  rest*- 
lie  (Mr.  Lambton)  could  not,  from  hia 
own  Knowledge,  speak  to  the  truth  of  the 
petition.  There  were  some  circumstances,, 
which,  if  true,  certainly  formed  a  strong^ 

Sound  of  charge  against  the  governments 
e  alluded  more  particularly  to  the  refu* 
sal  to  consent  to  the  demand  to  be  carried 
before  the  privy  council,  and  to  the 
seizure  of  the  papers  and  other  property 
of  general  Gourgaud.  To  corroborate- 
the  truth  of  the  charge  that  the  gener^ 
demanded  to  be  taken  before  the  privy 
council,  he  could  refer  to  the  testimony 
of  a  friend,  who  would  state  a  conversation 
which  he  had  with  the  general  on  thia 
subject  before  the  arrest,  and  he  was  ready 
to  produce  that  gentleman  at  the  bar  or 
the  House  if  requisite.  With  respect  to 
this  point  general  G.  had  made  an  affida- 
vit, which  he  would  read  to  the  House  :•* 
**  I,  the  undersigned,  make  oath  to- 
God,  and  declare  upon  my  honour,  that 
when  Mr.  Capper,  of  the  alien  office^ 
showed  me  on  the  14th  of  November 
1818,  the  order  issued  by  lord  Sidmouth^ 
in  virtue  of  the  powers  ^nted  to  hia 
Britannic  Majesty's  ministers  by  the 
Alien  bill,  commanding  me  to  leave  the- 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  I  urgently  de- 
manded to  be  taken  before  the  privy 
council,  as  the  said  Alien  bill  gave  me  the 
right  to  do,  and  that  such  my  demand  waa 
reused ;  that  I  dechired  to  the  said  Mr. 
Capper,  that,  by  such  refusal,  he  himselT 
violated  the  Alien  bill ;  that  1  begged  him 
to  take  me  at  least  before  lord  Sidmoutb^ 
or  before  some  magistrata  in  London  wb» 
could  appreciata  Uie  justice  of  my  de^ 
mand ;  and  that  finally,  all  my  entreatiea- 
being  fruitless,  I  loudly  protested  against 
the  violation  of  the  British  laws.  I  more» 
over  declare,  that  at  the  time  of  the  pub- 
lication in  the  newspapers  in  October 
last,  of  the  letter  which  I  had  sent  to  the 
empress  Marie  Louise,  in  August,  having 
reason  to  fear  that  the  Alien  bill  would 
be  enforced  against  me  with  ito  utmost 
rigour,  I  did  at  that  time,  say  October, 
consult  several  persons  well  versed  in  the 
English  laws  upon  the  subject,  and  that 
I  knew  perfectly  well  the  resource  which 
the  Alien  bill  afforded  to  all  foreignera 
expelled  the  kingdom,  to  be  taken  before 
the.  privy  council,  and  that  it  was  with 
the  pertact  conviction  that  I  had  that 
right,  that  I  constantly  demaoded  of  Mr. 
Capper  to  be  taken   before  the   privy 
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couiiciL     Done  at  Hamburgh  (ugned) 
Le  Gen.  Gourgaud/' 

In  this  petition  general  Gourgaud  des- 
cribed his  journey  to  Harwich,  and  the 
insolent  and  contemptuous  treatment  he 
met  with  from  the  agents  of  lord  Sid* 
mouth.  At  eioTen  o'clock  at  night  they 
arrived  at  Harwich.  General  G.  being  in 
a  high  feTer»  requested  to  retire  to  bed» 
but  even  this  was  denied  him  till  his 
guards  had  supped.  On  the  nex^  day>  the 
15th  Mr.  Caipper  brought  a  magistrate. 
On  his  arrival  general  (x.  began  the  hie* 
lory  of  his  wrongs,  when  the  magistrate 
told  him  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  ad* 
dress  himself  to  Mr.  Capper,  who  was  the 
representative  of  lord  Sidmouth.    That 

I»erson  also  refused  to  take  charge  of  a 
etter  from  general  G.  to  lord  Sidmouth, 
and  referred  him  again  to  Mr.  Capper. 
On  the  same  day  Mr.  Capper  departed 
for  London,  and  offered  to  bring  general 
6.  back  some  clothes,  on  receivmg  his 
authority  to  demand  them.  Thb  autho* 
tity  he  refused  to  give,  but  sent  an  open 
letter  te  his  friend,  count  Forbin  Janson, 
beggmg  him  to  take  possession  of,  and  to 
•eai  up  all  his  goods.  On  the  18th,  Mr. 
Capper  returned  with  the  clothes,  and  an 
open  letter  from  count  Forbin  Janson, 
atatiog  that  he  had  not  been  sufiered  to 
read  the  one  general  G.  had  sent  to  him. 
Mr.  Capper  then  staled,  that  lord  Sid- 
mouth was  in  possession  of  hb  papers  and 
effects,  which  completely  prevented  the 
possibility  of  his  identifying  nimself  on  the 
continent.  Creneral  G.  again  asked  for 
lord  Sidmouth's  order  and  a  certificate 
that  his  property  was  in  his  lordship's  pos- 
aession,  but  could  obtain  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other. — He  should  now  proceed 
to  read  a  letter  addressed  by  general  G. 
from  Harwich  to  lord  Sidmouth,  com- 
plaining of  the  treatment  he  had  expe- 
rienced. 

'<  Harwich,  Nov.  18,  1818.— My  lord; 
When  I  shall  no  longer  be  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  those  persons  who  call  themselves 
your  lordship's  agents,  I  shall  do  myself 
the  honour  of  acouainting  you  with  the 
manner  in  which  I  was  treated  by  them, 
when  on  the  14th  November  instant,  they 
took  possession  of  my  papers,  effects,  Ac. 
inobedienoe,  as  they  said,  to  the  orders 
and  instructions  of  your  lord^p,  and 
carried  me  offfrom  my  lodgings,  No.  ?• 
ComptanHstteet,  Co  conduct  me  here. 
Now  that  I  am  on  the  point  of  embarking 
foe  Cuxhavaa,  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing 
to  you»  merely  to  beg  thai  you  will  allow 

II 


the  effects  whi^ch  have  been  taken  frona 
me  to  be  restored  to  me;  among  which 
is  my  portfolio,  which  contains  articlee 
on  which  I  set  the  highest  value.  It  waa 
taken  from  me  by  Mr.  Capper  of  the 
Alien  office,  when  I  attempted  to  seal  it 
up.  This  gentleman  informs  me,  that  it 
is  at  this  time  in  your  possession.  Your 
lordship  must  have  the  goodness  to  re* 
member,  that  I  did  not  come  to  England 
by  stealth ;  that  during  m^  stay  in  thia 
country  I  have  not  committed  any  in- 
fringement on  the  laws,  and  you  will 
paraon  me  for  not  being  able  to  imagine 
the  reason  for  my  removal  from  a  country 
where  I  have  received  hospitalitv.  Am 
I  accused?  Am  I  deemed  guilty?  I  be* 
seech,  your  lordship  to  allow  me  to  appear 
before  the  courts  of  justice.  To  seize  my 
papers,  manuscripts  and  effects-*my  whole 
fortune,  and  to  send  me  out  of  the  king* 
dom,  appears  to  me  such  an  injustice* 
that  1  dare  address  myself  to  your  lord* 
ship  for  reparation.  I  wrote,  with  the 
consent,  and  in  the  presence  of  Mr* 
Capper,  to  one  of  my  friends  In  London* 
the  count  de  Forbin  Janson,  to  beg  him 
to  give  me  a  regular  account  of  the  state 
of  my  trunks  and  effects  left  in  my  lodg* 
ings,  to  seal  them  up,  and  to  deposit  them 
in  a  place  of  safety.  I  hear  that  this  part 
of  my  letter  to  my  friend,  the  count,  has 
not  been  communicated  to  him,  and  that 
he  was  not  even  allowed  to  see  my  letter, 
that  he  only  knew  what  they  were  pleased 
to  tell  him,  which  makes  me  very  ajpP'^ 
hensive  for  the  safety  of  my  effects. 
Capper  would  not  undertake  to  deliver 
the  letter  in  question,  till  after  having  re-- 
fused to  take  charge  of  another,  wherein 
I  recommended  my  property  to  men  con* 
nected  with  the  law.  what  am  I  to  think 
of  such  conduct?  I  declare  that  I  have 
never  had  ^as  many  newspapers  have  said) 
the  least  ioea  of  resisting  the  orders  of 
your  lordship  for  my  quitting  the  king- 
dom ;  supposing  even  that  1  had  the  right, 
it  would  have  been  a  great  folly  on  my 
part;  I  was  alone,  undressed,  without 
arms,  and  seized  by  seven  or  eight  vigor- 
ous men.  I  did  not  call  for  help,  till  my 
intention  of  seating  my  papers,  having 
deranged  Capper's  phuu,.  he  seized  my 
portfmio,  while  several  of  his  companions 
seized  me  by  the  throat,  and  others  en- 
deavoured to  stun  me  by  beating  me  on 
the  head.  I  continually  asked  to  be  car* 
ricMi  either  before  vour  lordship,  before  a 
magistmte,  or  berore  the  privy  council, 
but  I  only  received  the  most  shaiofefol 
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treilmeat  in  return.  If  yoar  lordship 
Ifainkt  that  the  power  granted  to  ministers 
by  the  Alien  biU  does  not  extend  to  the 
confiscation  of  the  nropertjr  of  an  unfor- 
tumfte  foreigner,  wno  is  dnven  out  of  the 
country,  I  have  the  honour  to  entreat 
you  to  allow  me  to  return  to  London,  to 
daim  from  the  courts  of  justice  the  efibcts, 
pipert,  and  manuscripts  which  have  been 
taken  from  me,  and  m  which,  as  I  have 
already  said,  my  whole  fortune  consists; 
or  to  allow  me  to  be  brought  to  trial  if  I 
am  accused.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Ac.    General  Gourgaud." 

The  answer  to  this  letter  was  dated, 
«<  Whitehall,  24th  Norember,  1818»— 
Sir;  I  am  directed  by  lord  Sidmouth  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter,  ad- 
dressed by  you  to  his  lordship  from  Har* 
wich,  on  the  18th  instant,  ana  to  acquaint 
yoo,  that  his  lordship  has  given  directions 
chat  your  portfolio,  and  all  the  other 
aKioles  alluded  to  in  your  letter,  shall  be 
transmitted  to  Mr*  Dutton,  post-office 
agent  in  Coxhaven,  for  the  purpose  of 
Ming  delivered  to  you.    I  am,  &c. 

**  fl.  HOBHOUSB." 

To  this  general  Gourgaud  replied  to 
lord  Sidmouth  as  follows :— <<  Hamburgh, 
7th  Dec  1818.— My  lord;  I  hoped  that 
as  your  lordship  was  aware  what  little 
feundation  there  was  in  the  stories  that 
were  abroad  on  my  account,  you  would 
have  granted  me  the  request  whidi  1  asked 
in  mv  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  and  al- 
lowed me  to  return  to  London  to  settle 
my  affiiirs.  On  account  of  your  lordship's 
nience,  I  fear  that  your  numerous  occu- 

ritions  have  made  you  forget  my  request, 
have  the  honour  of  reminding  you  of  it 
I  add  to  this,  the  detailed  narrative  of  all 
that!  suffinred  from  the  individuals  charged 
with  the  execution  of  your  lordship's  or- 
der. The  desire  that  I  had  until  this  day, 
of  remittang  to  your  lordship  myself,  had 
retarded  my  sodding.  You  will  therein 
see.  Chat  after  having  refused  to  conduct 
me  before  the  privy  council,  or  before  a 
magistrate,'  not  allowing  me  to  give  the 
objects  I  had  left  in  my  lodgings  to  the 
care  of  a  friend,  having  taken  away  my 
portfolio  and  my  papers,  and  pillaged  my 
aAots;  after. haviBg  used  me  with  the 
most  shameful  treatment,  refused  to  let 
ne  go  into  the  N^Jierlaads  or  to  Holland, 
and  havinff  kept  me  four  days  under  such 
dose  conmiemeot  that  I  could  see  no  one, 
Aese  iodividoals  cast  me  on  shore  at  Cux« 
liaveD,  without  allowing  me  to  have  a 

T  of  the  order  Inr  which  I  was  seat  out 
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I  of  the  country,  and  without  leaving  tne  a 
single  paper  to  prove  who  I  was ;  thus  ex- 
posing me  to  be  arrested  for  a  vagabond. 
Certain  am  I,  my  lord,  that  this  conduct 
of  your  agents  was  contrary  to  your  in- 
structions, I  demand  justice  for  it  from 
your  lordship.    I  have  already  had  the 
honour  af  communicating  to  your  lord* 
ship,  that  I  had  written  by  Mr.  Capper  to 
my  friend,  the  count  de  Forbin  Janson, 
to  beg  him  to  take  an  inventory  of  the 
effects  left  in  my  lodgings,  and  to  put 
them  in  a  place  of  safety ;  but  that  this 
letter  had  never  been  remitted  to  him.    I 
have  again  written  to  this  friend  to  trouble 
him   with   the  same  commission.     Not 
having  received  any  answer,  I  can  only 
presume  that  this  letter,  like  the  first, 
has  been  intercepted.    I  am,  therefore, 
without  any  knowledge  of  what  h^  be- 
come of  all  the  things  left  in  my  lodgings. 
I  am  still  more  uneasy,  as  Mr.  Capper 
informed  me  that  his  men  returned  there 
after  my  departure.    Mr.  Hohhouse  wrote 
to  me  some  days  ago,  by  your  lordship's 
order,  to  acknowl^ge  the  receipt  of  my 
letter  from  Harwich,  and  to  in&rm  me 
that  the  articles  therein  asked  for  were 
sent  off.    I  have  only  received  as  yet,*  1. 
my  portfolio;  2.  my  pistols;  S.  a  bundle 
of  business   letters    and  visiting  cards* 
These  ol^ects  being  not  nearly  all  that 
were  seized  by  your  agents,  I  should  be 
much  obliged  if  your  lordship  would  let 
me  know  what  is  become  of  the  rest,  and 
to  send  them  to  me.    My  portfolio,  which 
I  had  taken  care  to  lock  at  the  time  of  my 
arrest,  having  been  sent  to  me  open,  I* 
could  not  receive  it  but  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Bartels,  senior,  minister  of  police  of 
this  town,  in  order  that  he  might  ascertain 
the  fact  of  iu  being  open  when  delivered 
to  me.    I  will  not  take  the  liberty  to  dis- 
cuss whether  that  of  visiting  my  papers 
when  I  am  turned  out  of  the  country,  is 
a  regular  measure  or  not ;  for  if  innocent, 
why  punish  me  ?  if  guilty,  why  spare  me  ? 
Without  looking  for  the  reasons  of  thia 
visit,  the  fact  is,  that  it  ought  to  convince 
you  that  I  am  not  a  conspirator;  my  cor- 
respondence with  several  sovereigns  had 
but  one  object,  that  of  letting  them  know 
the  true  situation  of  the  unhappy  Napo- 
leon, to  try  to  obtain,  by  their  interces- 
sion, some  relief  for  his  evils.    Your  lord- 
ship may  have  remarked  in  those  letters, 
that  it  is  the  heart  alone  which  speaks, 
and  that  there  is  not  one  word  which  haa 
an  affinity  to  politics.    In  all  the  discus- 
sions of  the  English  ministers  on  the  treat« 
(♦S) 
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meat  of  their  illastrious  and  unfortunate 
prisoner  at  St.  Helenaj  they  said  that  they 
did  not  omit  any  means  of  mitigating  the 
rigour  of  his  fate ;  bow  can  they  then  find 
meffuOty  who  amaFrenchraani  honoured 
by  bis  kindness  in  his  prosperity,  who 
fought  for  15  years  under  him  ?  in  fine» 
me  who  am  his  aide*de«camp,  who  have 
partaken  of  his  captivity  for  three  ^ears  ? 
Can  these  ministers  find  me  gmlty  of 
using,  all  my  efforts  to  diminish  his  mis* 
fortunes  ?  No,  my  lord,  I  appeal  to  your 
conscience.  Well!  it  is  for  this  that  they 
have  driven  me  out  of  England;  that  they 
have  sent  me  to  the  continent  to  be  put 
under  the  inspection  of  the  police,  and  to 
remain  there  without  protection ;  at  least, 
such  is  the  only  motive  that  I  can  gues^**' 
—The  rest  ot  the  letter  alludes  to  the 
idea,  ,that  the  general  was  sent  out  of 
England  on  account  of  his  publication 
respecting  Waterloo.  It  concludes  by 
wain  begging  permission  to  return  to 
England,  get  together  his  effects,  and 
settle  matters  of  business.— The  next  let- 
ter^ was  from  Mr.  Hobhouse,  in  ^eply; 
which  was  received,  by  general  Gourgaud, 
affcer  an  interval  of  two  months  :— 

«  WhitehaU,  Jan.  12,  1819.— Sir;  I  am 
durected  by  lord  Sidmouth  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your,  letter  of  the  7th  tilt. 
in  which  you  complain  of  some  articles  of 
your  property  not  having  been  delivered 
to  you,  and  tliat  your  portfolio  had  been 
returned  to  you  open;  and  in  reply,  I  am 
to  refer  you.  to  my  letter  of  the  24Ui  No- 
vember last,  in  which  you  were  informed, 
'  that  his  lordship  had  given  directions 
that  your  portfolio,  and  all  the  other  ar- 
ticles ailuaed  to  in  your  letter  of  the  18th 
of  November,  should  bo  transmitted  to 
Mr.  Dutton,  post-office  agent,  at  Cuxha- 
ren,  for  the  purpose  of  being  delivered  to 
you ;'  jsnd  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that  as 
you  have  not  mentioned  any  of  the  articles 
which  you  allege  to  be  withheld  from  you, 
his  lordship  has  been  unable  to  institute 
any  inquiry  respecting  them.  Lord  Sid- 
nouth  has,  however,  caused  inquiry  to 
be  made  as  to  your  other  complaint  of 
joor  portfolio's  naving  been  dehvered  to 
you  open,  and  his  lordship  finds  it  utterly 
destitute  of  foundation.    I  am,  Sir,  drc 

<<  H.  Hobhouse." 

General  Gourgaud  sent  the  following 
reply  to  Lord  Sidmouth. 

**  Hamburgh,  6th  February,  1819.— My 
Lord;  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Hobhouaei.  dated. the  12tb  of  January 


who  infocps  me  that  he  writes  by  your 
lordship's  orders,  in  reply  to  the  letter  I 
had  the  honour  to  address  to  your  lordship 
on  the  7th  of  December  last.  Your  lord- 
ship may  perhaps  recur  to  that  letter  of 
the  7th  of  December,  and  also  lo  that 
from  Harwich  of  the  18th  November,  and 
vour  lordship  will  perceive,  that  after 
having  represented  the  violation  of  the 
English  laws  committed  in  my  case,  and 
the  ill-treatment  and  insults  heaped  upon 
me  by  your  agents,  I  asked  for  justice, 
and  requested  to  be  allowed  tp  proceed  to 
London  to  collect  together  what  I  had  left 
tiiere,  and  to  settle  my  concerns  of  im* 
portance ;  and  as  Mr.  Hobhouse  preserves 
an  absolute  silence  upon  these  points,  I 
again  repeat  them  to  jrour  lordship,  and 
beg  to  be  favoured  with  your  lordship'* 
answer*  Your  lordship  tells  me. that  you 
could  not  cause  any  inquiry  to  be  made 
afler  the  articles  which  were  taken  frooi 
me  by  your  people,  because  I  did  not 
enumerate  them ;  but,  my  lord,  fisall  my 
things  remained  after  I  was  carried  from 
London,  at  the  entire  dispp^  of  your 
lordship's  agents,  how  could  I  make  out  a 
perfect  list  of  what  they  carried  off, 
until  I  knew  what  they  had  left.  In  mjr 
apartment  I  had  four  trunks  locked ;  one 
of  them  has  been  sent  me  to  Harwich; 
how  is  it  possible  for  me  to  say  what  re- 
mained in  the  other  three,  after  they  had 
been  subjected  to  the  search  your  lord^ 
ship's  inquisitors  made  subsequently  to 
mv  departure.  Upon  this  subject  I  sbaB 
take  leave  to  repeat  what  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  represent  to  your  lordship  in 
my  previous  letters,  vis.  that  after  th^ 
refused  to  take  me,  when  arrested,  be- 
fore the  privy  council,  I  applied  £» 
leave  to  commit  to  some  person  what  I 
was  forced  to  leave  behind  in  London, 
which  application  was  likewise  refused/; 
that  on  the  then  ensuing  day,  I  wrote 
through  Mr.  Capper,  to  one  of'^my  friende 
to  get  the  state  in  .which  my  three  trunks 
were  which  he  would  find  in  my  apartment, 
regularly  verified  apd  proved;  which  part 
of  my  letter  they  would  not  allow  him  to 
attend  t«,  nor  to  that  in  which  I  claimed 
my  porttblio.  My  wish  was  for  every 
thing  to  be  put  in  order,  their  object  wasi 
that  disorder  shpuld  prevail.  Why  did  ibwf 
act  in  this  way  unless  that  they  might  be 
able  to  pry  into*  and  take  with  impuni^ 
whatever  .they  thought  proper  from  my 
house  i  in  feeling  an  anxious  iotermt  Sie 
the,  to.  me  valuable,  contents  of  my'tnmki^ 
in  urgently  .solicitiog,peniussioft  to  retpm 
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o  London  to  settle  my  affairsi  I  should 
hare,  unquestionably  appeared  ridiculous 
}uA  I  implored  your  lordship  to  let  such 
trifling  articles  as  the  following  be  re- 
turned  to  me,  vis.  a  few  cambric  hand- 
kerchieft,  a  few  silk  stockings,  some 
books,  ft  silver  spoon,  and  umbrella,  a 
eane,  Ac.  Ac.  I  know  well,  that  if  once 
exposed  to  the  misfortune  of  a  visit  from 
people  of  the  description  of  ypur  lordship's 
agents,  losses  are  to  be  expected  in 
coune.  However,  my  lord,  until  I  dan  ex- 
actly say  what  things  are  missing,  after  an 
examination  of  my  trunks,  I  will  at  present 
confine  myself  to  claim  a  small  portfolio, 
and  some  papers  I  have  occasion  for ; 
they  were  laymg  upon  my  table,  were 
earried  o£P  in  my  presence,  and  have  not 
been  returned  to  me.  They  consist  of 
notes  [prepared  for  a  fresh  edition  of  the 
Campaign  of  1815,  of  remarks  upon  the 
violation  of  the  capitulation  of  Paris,  and 
of  some  letters.  The  concluding  para- 
graph of  Mr.  Hobhouse's  letter  is  cunous; 
that  gentleman  says,  *  lord  Sidmouth  has 
caus^  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  your 
other  complaint  at  your  portfolio  having 
been  delivered  to  you  open,  and  his 
lordship  finds  it  to  be  utterly  destitute  of 
foundation.*  I  shall  pass  by,  my  lord,  the 
indelicacy  and  oQenstveness  of  these  ex> 
pressions  of  your  secretary,  and  shall  feel 
amply  revenged  by  the  shame  a  man 
must  feel,  who  could  forget  himself  so  far 
as  to  use  them.  He  doubtless  conceived 
that,  yielding  to  tlie  desires  expressed, 
and  the  menaces  latterly  employed  to  in- 
duce me  to  leave  this  city,  and  retire  to 
Prague,  to  surrender  myself  as  a  prisoner, 
I  should  not  be  found  at  Hamburgh,  that 
I  could  not  answer  him,  that  I  could  not 
establish  the  truth  of  my  assertion— he  is 
deceived.  He  speaks  of  an  inquiry;  but 
ir  strikes  me  that  if  an  inquiry  had  been 
made  to  ascertain  what  occurred  on  the 
receipt  of  my  portfolio,  it  were  but  just  I 
should  have  been  acquainted  with  it,  and 
one  would  have  thought  i  should  have 
been  asked  some  questions  upon  the^sub- 
ject :    I  knew  nothing  at  all  of  it.-*No 

2[uestion  whatever  has  been  asked  me! 
n  my  letter  of  the  7th  of  December, 
my  lord,  I  informed  you  that  mv  port- 
folio, which,  I  took  care  to  leave  locked, 
having  l>een  sent  to  me  open,  I  would  not 
consent  toreeeive  it  from  the  director  of  the 
BngUsh  post,  except  in  presence  of  the 
aenator,  Mr.  Bartels,  who  has  charge  of 
the  police  of  this  city,  and  the  paper 
«aaiMd|    atgned   by  that   magiatiate, 


proves  that  what  I  said  was  not  utterly 
destitute  of  foundaUon.  This  attestation 
may  also  serve  to  enable  your  lordship  to 
estimate  the  degree  of  credit  to  be  given 
to  reports  made  by  your  lordship's  inquiai* 
tors.  It  is  true,  my  lord,  that  1  always 
have  complained  of  the  irregular  and  an* 
lawful  seisure  of  my  papers  and  port- 
folio when  I  was  sent  out  of  Eng- 
land; but  I  never  had  an  idea  of 
complaining  on  account  of  the  portfblio 
being  sent  to  me  with  the  locx  forced. 
Whether  it  was  sent  to  me  open  or  shot, 
was  eaually  the  same.  1  should  not  have 
been  the  less  persuaded  that  the  reason 
of  its  havine  been  taken  irommewasto 
ascertain  ^at  it  contained.  I  am  not 
singular,  mj  lord,  in  this  opinion.  In 
short,  what  other  motive  could  there  have 
been  for  wishing  to  prevent  roe  from 
locking  it?  For  what  other  reason 
could  they  prevent  my  sealine  it  where 
and  as  I  wished?  For  what  other 
reason  did  they  refuse  to  give  it  me 
during  the  four  days  I  reinaSned  at 
Harwich  ?  For  what  other  reason  did  they 
keep  it  for  eleven  days  after  my  depar« 
ture  ?  It  was  delivered  to  me  with  the 
lock  open,  and  I  think  that  proves  no- 
thing, unless  it  be  this,  viz.  that  the  per- 
sons who  opened  it  are  more  expert  in  re- 
moving seals  than  in  shutting-locks.  Such, 
my  lord,  is  at  least  my  opinion,  I  may  be 
deceived,  but  I  think  every  sensible  man 
will  concur  with  me  that  it  is  not  utterly 
destitute  of  foundation.  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  &c.  ( Signed  1 
<<  Le  General  Baron  GouAoaud. 

The  following  was  the  Certificate  alluded 
to  by  the  General : 

<*  To  General  Baron  Oooigaud  at 
Hamburgh.^— Sir;  In  reply  to  the  letter 
you  did  me  the  honodr  to  write  me  yes- 
terday, concerning  a  certificate  to  prove 
that  your  ^portfolio  was  returned  to  you 
open,  and  not  otherwise,  by  the  agent  of 
the  English  post,  Mr.  Staecker,  I  hasten 
to  acquaint  you,  that  although  I  perfectly 
well  remember  that  you  came  to  my  house 
at  six  on  the  evening  of  the  SOth  Movem- 
her  last,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Staecker, 
and  a  servant  carrying  a  portfolio ;  that 
you  declared  to  me  that  the  said  portfolio, 
which  you  took  most  particular  care  in 
locking  when  it  was  taken  away  from  jron 
on  the  Hth  November,  having  been  sent 
back  to  you  open,  you  would  not  receive 
it  except  in  my  presence;  that  after 
hairing  examuied  the  said  portfoHoi  I  sa« 
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(isfied  myself  that  Its  lock  was  open ;  and 
Saally,  that  it  was  not  until  that  fact  had 
been  thoroughly  ascertained  that  you  took 
back  the  portfolio :  yet  I  am  not  able  to 
give  you  a  certificate  upon  it  in  my  ca« 
pacity  of  magistrate,  since  I  only  made 
the  examination  in  the  quality  of  a  pri- 
vate individual.  I  cannot,  however,  as  a 
private  individual,  refuse  you  thisdeclara- 
tion— -that  it.  is  incontestibly.true  that  you 
would  not  receive  your  portfolio  from  the 
Hgent  of  the  Engush  post  except  in  my 
presence ;  and  that  after  I  had  examined 
Its  state  and  condition,  I  was  convinced, 
as  was  also  the  said  agent,  that  its  lock 
was  open,  and  not  only  not  locked,  but 
that  the. two  seals  appeared  to  be  in 
pretty  good  order ;  that  upon  this  subject 
you  remarked,  that  such  seals  were  very 
easy  to  remove  and  put  on  again  without 
discovery,  whilst  treffle-locks  like  that 
upon  your  portfolio,  once  forced,  were 
almost  impossible  to  shut  again  without 
the  key. 

(Signed)  «  J.  H.  Bartels.»» 

These,  said  the  hon.  gentleman,  were 
the  facts  of  the  petition,  and  it  concluded 
with  the  same  prayer  that  was  contained 
in  the  letter  to  lord  Sidmouth.  He  did 
not  question  the  right  of  the  ministers  to 
send  him  out  of  the  country,  however  he 
ipieht  deplore  the  manner  in  which  that 
right  had  been  exercised.  He  called  for 
justice  on  those  who  had  violated  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  Alien  act,  as  if  that 
act  was  not  harsh  and  tyrannical  enough. 
They  had  taken  away  the  right  of  appeal 
which  that  act  allowed;  and  they  had 
sanctioned  the  commission  of  cruelty  and 
indignity  on  a  person  whose  -  rank  in  life, 
and  whose  unfortunate  situation,  might 
have  with  men  of  generous  feelings,  pro- 
tected him  against  such  treatment. 
Against  these  acts  he  petitioned,  and  into 
the  truth  of  his  petition  the  House  should 
be  anxious  to  inquire,  both  from  a  desire 
to  afford  justice  to  a  suffering  individual, 
and  a  wish  to  afford  the  ministers  themselves 
the  means  of  clearing  themselves  from  a 
serious  imputation. 

The  Petition  was  brought  up.  On  the 
motion,  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  i/.  C/ive,  after  professing  his  rea- 
diness to  take  the  responsibility  of  the  al- 
leged violations  of  the  law  on  himself, 
said,  that  when  the  petitioner  first  came 
to  this  country,  the  ministers  had  cer- 
tainly an  idea  of  him  different  from 
that  which  they  were  afterwards  com- 
pelled  to   entertain.    Into  the  reasons 
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which  induced  them  to  send  him  oat  of 
the  country,  it  was  not  necessary  for  him 
to  enter.  It  was  sufficient  to  say,  that 
they  found  cause  to  do  so.  He  so- 
lemnly protested,  that  there  was  not  tbe 
slightest  idea,  when  that  resolqtion  was 
taken  of  treating  general  Gourgaud  with 
unnecessary  seventy ;  and  if  he  had  sub- 
mitted with  the  patience  which  was  to  be 
expected  from  a  person  subjected  to  a 
legal  power,  those  grounds  on  whipfa  the 
present  complaint  was  founded  would  not 
have  existed.  The  officers  who  entered 
his  room  did  not  strike  him  with  blud- 
geons, as  they  had  no  such  things  with 
them.  They  gave  him  time  to  dress,  sosd 
when  he  had  done  that,  he  attempted  by 
his  strength  to  prevent  them  from  remov- 
ing him.  A  scuffle  then  certainly  ensued, 
but  in  that  scuffle  the  officers,  feeling  the 
delicacy  of  their  situation,  endeavoured 
to  avoid  doing  him  any  injury,  and  in  the 
end,  had  suffered  much  more  than  he. 
That  he  had  appealed  to  the  privy  cottncil» 
was  false ;  ana  to  show  the  inconsistency 
of  the  petition,  he  had  stated  in  one  part, 
that  he  was  entirely  friendless,  and  after- 
wards had  mentioned,  that  dreading  the 
proceeding  which  was  aflerwards  adopted 
towards  him,  he  had  applied  to  a  ftiend 
for  advice,  who  had  told  him  to  petition 
the  privy  council.  It  was  true,  that  the 
general  pointed  out  to  the  officers  a  brace 
of  pistols  in  a  drawer ;  but  this  was  not 
till  he  had  seized  aqother  brace  of  pistols, 
which  were  loaded,  and  which  were 
wrenched  from  him.  After  this,  too,  he 
seized  a  dagger,  which  was  lying  under 
some  papers  on  his  table,  and  began  to 
attack  one  of  the  officers,  but  it  was  taken 
from  him.  He  was  put  into  a  coach, 
while  a  friend  of  his  attempted  to  prevent 
him  from  being  removed.  He  was  re- 
moved to  a  house  near  Vauxhall,  for  the 
sake  of  preserving  the  peace  of  the  town, 
for  a  considersbJe  crowd  had  been  col- 
lected by  the  vociferations  of  the  general. 
So  cautious  was  the  home  department 
that  this  individual  should  not  be  treated 
illegally,  that  he  /Mr.  Clive),  before  the 
warrant  was  serveo,  read  over  to  the  in- 
dividual to  whom  it  was  entrusted,  the 
clause  in  the  Alien  act,  in  which  a  right 
of  appeal  to  the  privy  council  was  given; 
and  the  same  clause  was  sent  in  writing 
to  the  agent  at  Harwich,  that  according 
to  the  words  of  the  act,  if  any  cause  A 
appeal  was;  alleged,  the  execution  of  the 
oraer  might  be  su9pended.  Another 
cause  for  reinovinghim  in.«.coatliiTi%.ltei 
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the  genend  bad  cut  his  hand  (by  breaking 
the  glaM  in  order  to  cry  out  to  the  crowd 
in  the  street),  a  circumstance  which  had 
excited  some  commiseration,  as  \%  was 
supposed  by  many  that  it  had  been  done 
in  the  struggle.  If  this  individual  had  been 
BO  grievously  ill  •treated,,  how  did  it  hap- 
pen that  so  much  time  had  been  lost  be- 
fore, the  complaint  was  made  to  parlia* 
ment,especiallyas  apamphlet  was  published 
long  ago,  threatenmg  a  parliamentary  in- 
vestigatipn?  On  the  road  to  Harwich 
the  petitioner  pursued  the  same  conduct, 
attempting  to  excite  compassion  by  cry- 
ing out  murder,  and  consequently  made 
his  journey  much  more  unpleasant  than 
was  necessary.  When  he  arrived  at  Har- 
widi»  aceordinff  to  his  own  desire,  he  saw 
the  mayor,  and  told  him  that  the  warrant 
was  illegal,  <4>ecause  it  was  contrary  to  a 
permission  he  had  received  to  reside  in 
the  country.  The  mayor  correctly  told 
him  that  the  warrant  was  legal,  and  sudi 
as  every  alien  in  the  country  was  bound 
to  obey.  While]  he  was  at  Harwich 
he  sent  a  friend  with  some  directions  les- 
pectmg  his  property,  •  which  had  been 
complied  with,  ^t  was  to  be  remembered 
that  he  stayed  five  days  at  Harwich,  and 
that  during  this  time  any  person  from 
London  might  have  gone  to  see  him,  or 
to  have  lodeed  the  appeal.  He  also  sent 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Forbin  Janson  which  was 
delivered.  The  letter  which  he  sent  to 
lord  Sidmouth  for  his  portfolio  was  at- 
tended to :  it  was  sent,  through  the  agent 
at  Harwidi,  to  the  agent  at  the  post- 
office  at  Hamburgh,  and  through  him  de- 
livered to  general  Gourgaud.  The  result 
of  the  inquiries  which  had  been  made 
concerning  the  delivery  of  this  portfolio, 
be  had  before  stated ;  he  had  only  to  read 
the  letter  from  the  agent  at  Harwich. 
The  letter  stated  that  the  portfolio  was 
forwarded  as  it  was  received.  The  hon. 
member  also  read  a  letter  from  the 
agent  of  the  post  at  Hamburgh,  stating 
tfist  when  general  Gourgaud  received  the 
portfolio  he  broke  the  envelope,  and  de- 
clined to  open  the  portfolio  but  in  the 
presence  of  the  director  of  police.  On 
inspection,  it  was  found  unlocked,  but 
two  seals  were  on  it.  These  were  the 
facts  of  the  case  as  fiir  as  they  occurred 
to  him. 

Sir  XL  WiUcn  said,  the  petition  con* 
tained  a  serious  charge  on  a  subject  on 
vtikkk  that  House  alone  was  able  to  afibrd 
a.  remedy,  fiir  thoogh  some  fractional 
parts  of  the  grievaoeea  which  the  peti- 


tioner had  suflbred,  formed  proper  subjecta 
for  appeal  to  a  legal  tribunal,  yet,  by  the 
law,  under  the  operation  of  whidi  the 
evils  had  arisen,  tne  ministers  were  en« 
abled  to  remove  the  person  whom  they 
had  injured  from  the  spot  on  which  alone 
he  could  procure  redress.  There  were 
other  circumstances,  indeed,  in  this  pe- 
tition, which  were  calculated  toawakea 
the  sympathy  of  any  person  of  generous 
feelings.  The  petitioner,  who  complained 
of  injury,  was  a  stranger  in  this  country^ 
a  man  who  had  obtained  all  the  distinc* 
tions  which  merit  and  pre-eminent 
courage  are  rewarded  with,  who  had  vo* 
luntarily  involved  himself  in  the  nua 
which  bad  overtaken  his  master  and  bene- 
factor. He  should  not  inquire  how  the 
petitioner  had  drawn  down  on  himself  the 
displeasoreofmmisters.  One  cause  which 
baa  been  alluded  to  he  was  penoaded^ 
inimical  as  he  was  to  the  principles  on 
which  Uie  ministers  proceeded^  could  not 
be  the  real  cause.  Because  the  petitioner 
had  attempted  to  maintain,  in  a  publica- 
tion, the  military  honour  of  France,  he 
could  not  think  uat  the  ministers  would 
attempt  to  combat  him  by  that  ignoble 
weapon,  a  secretary  of  state's  warrant,  or 
attack  him  with  police  officers,  becttise 
he  attempted  to  prove,  that  neither  hie 
chief  nor  his  countrymen  had  relinquished 
their  swords  ingloriously.  The  other 
cause  alluded  to  was,  that  he  had  sent 
letters  to  the  sovereigns  of  Europe  la 
behalf  of  hb  master;  and  when  he  (sir 
R.  W. )  considered  that  a  British  officer 
had  been  dismissed  from  the  service  with- 
out a  trial,  for  having  spoken  in  behalf  of 
the  same  individual,  he  could  easily  be- 
lieve that  this  might  be  the  real  caose^-* 
He  could,  indeed,  pledge  his  life,  that 
general  Gourgaud  had  not  been  guUty  of 
any  traitorous  correspondence,  of  any 
attempt  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Europe. 
As  the  petitioner  with  great  delicacy  had 
abstained  from  mentioning  his  (sir  R* 
W's.)  name,  he  thou^t  it  his  duty  plainly 
to  state  what  he  knew  of  the  transactiooa 
alluded  to.  Some  days  after  the  publica- 
tion of  his  work,  general  Gourgaud  met  him 
and  told  him,  that  in  consequence  of  that 
publicatioo,  he  understood  the  ministers 
intended  to  send  him  out  of  the  country. 
He  (sir  R.  W.)  hiughed  at  his  apprehen^ 
sions ;  but  told  him,  that  if  such  a  course 
was  really  taken,  he '  ought  to  appeal  te 
the  privy  council,  and  that  if  there  waa 
no  other  cause  than  what  he  mentioned, 
the  council  would  certainly  aanul  the 
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wttTFanL    This  he  mentioned,   to  show 
that  the  petitioner  was  in  possession  of 
the  knowledge  of  his  power  to  appeal  to 
the    privy  council,    and  there  was  the 
strongest  presamption  that  he  would  exer- 
cise tnat  power.    At  this  time  the  peti- 
tioner asiced  him  whether  he  knew  a  Dr, 
May^    A  person  who  called  himself  by 
this  name  had  called  on  general  Gourgaud, 
and  represented  himself  as  a  military  sur- 
geon in  the  British  service,  and-  stated, 
tiiat  he  had  been  quartered  at  the  house 
of  the  mother  of  the  general  at  Paris, 
and  Uiat  be  had  reccHved  suoh  attentions 
from  her,  that  he  was  desirous  of  show- 
iag  his  gratitude  to  the  femilyon  every 
occasion.    He  then  said,  that  if  the  ge- 
neral had  any  communications  to  make  to 
hts  family,  he  (May)   would  take  the 
dharge  of  them ;  and  to  inspire  coafidence, 
be  stated  that  he  knew  several  persons, 
and  among  others  him  (sir  R.  Wilson). 
He  told  the  petitioner  that  he  knew  no 
such  person,  and  had  no  doubt  that  this 
Dr.  May  was  either  Mr.  Oliver,  or  one  of 
his  brothers.    A  few  days  before  the  ar- 
rest, this  May  caHed  on  the  general,  and 
under  some  pretence,  asked  nim  to  lend 
liim  2L    The  petitioner  lent  him  4^  or  SL 
He  (sir  R.  W.),  when  he  heard  this,  re- 
buked him  for  a  piece  of  generosity  which 
was  not  at  all  convenient^  but  congratu- 
lated him  at  the  same  time  that  May,  in- 
stead of  a  spy,  had  turned  out  to  be  a 
awindler.— -When  general  Gourgaud  was  ar- 
rested, the  count  Forbtn  Janson  called  on 
him  (sir  R.  W.)  and  told  him  that  he  had, 
accompanied  by  captain  Baker,  called  on 
Mr.  Clive,  and  begged  to  be  permitted  to 
aee  the  general.    He  had  said,  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  general  Gourgaud,  but 
that  he  was  a  brave  officer  and  his  coun- 
tryman in    misfortune;  that  he  wished 
to  offer  to  do  him  any  service.    He  stated 
also  that  he  was  ready  to  communicate 
with  the  general  under   any  restriction 
that  might  be  wished.    Mr.  Clive  stated 
that  tlie  general  was  out  of  town.    Count 
Forbin  Janson  said  tfiat  general  Gourgaud 
could  not  be  far  off,  as  he  wss  seen  in 
town  the  day  before,  and    that  he  was 
ready  to  follow  him.    Mr.  Clive  replied, 
that  lord  Sidmoath  would  not  consent  to 
allow  him  to  aee  general  Gouiigaud ;  and 
told  him,  in  short,  that  he  conld  not  be 
permitted  to  aee  him.    Now,  by  the  Alien 
act  noihini^  of  this  kind  was  authoriied ; 
it  was  not  directed  that  the  peraon  arrested 
sheold  be  anrrounded  by  this  inouisition- 
like  myirtery  i  that  his  effecU  moM  be 


sazed;  that  his  friends  ahould  be  shut 
out,  and  he  left  to  the  mercy  of  strangers* 
Count  de  Forbin  Janson  then  related  to 
him  the  circumstances  of  the  arrest,  as 
thej  were  detailed  in  the  petition,  as  to 
which  he  (sir  R.  W.)  confessed  that  he 
was^  incredulous.    He»  however,  accom- 
panied the    count  to  the    house  from 
whence  the  general  had  been  taken.    A 
servant  who  had  been  present  during  the 
transaction,  related  the  particulars,  and 
offered  to  vouch  them  upon  oath.    The 
evening  before  a  person  caUed,  who  turned 
out  to  be  Mr.  Capper.    He  a^ed  whether 
the  general  was  at  home,  and  bring  an- 
swered in  the  negative,  he  desired  the 
maid  to  tdl  the  general  that  Dr.  May 
would  call    on  him    the  next  morning. 
When  it  was  recollected  that  this  Dr. 
May  was  a  swindler,  and  that  his  name 
was  thus  Blade  use  of  by  Mr*  Capper, 
there  could  be  little  doubt  that  he  was  one 
of  those  dastardly  assassins  who  go  about 
seeking  to  destroy  the  victims,  whetber 
by  truth  or  falsehood,  into  whose  confi- 
dence they  insinuate  themaelves.    The 
same  Mr.  Capper  called  the  next  mom- 
ing  before  the  general  if  as  up ;  he  went 
into  the  bed-room  of  the  general,  which 
was  a  back-parlour,  and  said  something 
to  him,  at  wiiich  the  general  did  not  seem 
alarmed.    Mr.  Capper  then  went  to  the 
front  door,  and  rushed  back,  followed  bv 
several   men,   who   seised  the  ffenerafy 
hurried  him,  undrest  as  he  was,  into  the 
front  room.  They  then  brought  his  dothea; 
he,  alarmed  by  the  violence,  lifUd  up  e 
window,  which  they  thrust  down  on  nia 
arm  with  such  violence  that  he  turned 
pale  from  pain.    They  then  went  through 
the  passage  with  him  to  the  coach,  and  the 
maid  declared,  that  one  of  them  struck 
him  over  the  head  with  his  cane  (for  it 
was  true  that  they  had  no  blodgeoea, 
though  a  foreigner  miffht  easily  mistake 
the  term) ;  they  thrust  him  into  the  coach 
with  sucn  violence,  that  his  head  sounded 
against  the  opposite  door  loud  enough  to 
be  heard  through  the  house.    His  foot 
was  hanging  out  of  the  door,  which  they 
closed   violently,  and   the   leg  was   so 
jammed  that,   from   the  force  and  the 
shriek,  the  witness  thought  it  had  been 
broken*    It  would  be  an  insult  to  ask  the 
House  whether  they  could  approve  of  sudi 
conduct*    He  was   eonvieced    even  the 
secretary  of  state  could  not  approve  of 
it ;  but  he  was  guilty  in  this— that  usatead 
of  having  the  warrant  etecotedin  m  de* 
cent  wqr»  be  had  mat  aevcK  Of  fAffH  nt^ 
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fians,  as  they  proved  themaelves,  to  this 
deftoceless  indiTidual.  There  was  pre- 
sonptiye  evidence  that  the  general  had 
appealed ;  he  knew  the  right,  and  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  he  had  the  desire 
to  do  80 ;  and  the  poaitive  OTidence  that  he 
had  been  improperly  treated  was  equally 
atrooff.  As  to  the  seizure  of  his  papers, 
end  the  breaking  open  the  portfolio,  if  it 
was  authorized  by  lord  Sidmouth,  it  was  a 
high  misdemeanor ;  if  it  was  the  act  uf  Mr. 
Capper,  it  was  nothing  less  than  a  felony* 
The  motive  could  not  be  mistaken ;  the 
aeeretary  had  wished  to  peruse  the  papers^ 
why  else  were  they  not  delivered  to  him 
«l  Harwich.  Indeed,  he  would  defy  the 
hoo*  under  secretary  to  say  that  they  had 
not  been  perused*  As  to  the  pistols,  they 
bad  the  arms  of  Napoleon  on  them,  and 
perhaps  the  Enj^lish,  like  the  French  po^ 
uoe,  made  their  insignia  the  warrant  of 
confiscation.  A  police  system  was  grow- 
ing .  up  in  thia  country,  which,  if  not 
checked,  would  become  aa  odious  as  any 
of*  those  under  which  the  continental  na- 
tions groaned.  The  honour  of  the  coun- 
try hiui  been  bought  too  dearly  to  be  lost 
without  regret,  in  such  dastardly  proceed- 
ings. He  trusted,  on  these  grounds,  that 
the  House  would  grant  a  committee  to 
inquire,  and  he  should  be  himself  ready 
taconduct  the  investigation. 

Lord  Casilereagk  advised  the  oallant 
officer  to  be  cautious  how  he  pledged 
hiBaelf  aa  to  the  veracity  of  a  person 
with  whom  he  could  have  had  so  recent 
an  acquaintance.  As  to  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  of  which  the  general  had  been 
the  historian,  it  might  be  left  to  speak  for 
itsdf,  but  of  another  encounter  he  ima- 
gined the  ffeneral  would  be  found  not  a 
▼eiT  fiuthtul  historian.  It  was  in  itself 
highly  improbable,  as  Mr.  Capper  went 
provided  with  instructions  to  attend  to 
the  request  of  the  general  as  to  the  appeal, 
and  even  to  facilitate  it,  that  he  shoidd 
have  committed  unprovoked  violence.  If 
be  was  not  misinformed,  the  general  laid 
hold  of  a  brace  of  pistols,  loiwed,  which 
he  presented;  and  if  the  two  officers  f  for 
there  were  but  two  who  followed  Miv 
Capper)  had  not  seized  them,  the  matter 
might  have  been  brought  to  a  more  speedy 
coaclusion«  After  Uiis,  he  took  op  a 
daager,  bat  fortunately^  got  die  wrong 
CM  of  it;  in  the  division  of  ic^  conse- 
quctttly,  the  scabbard  remained  with  the 
mwval,  and  the  officer  had  the  weapon. 
Iftha  division  had  been  reversed,  perhaps 
the  ganasal  njgbt  hatre  besa  tempted  to 


make  more  use  of*  it  than  the  officer  did. 
When  neither  the  brace  of  pistola  nor  the 
dagger  availed  him,  he,  was  permitted  to 
seal  his  papers ;  but  he  again  resorted  to 
violence,  and  finding  his  efforts  ineffisctual 
within  the  house,  attempted  to  appeal  to 
the  populace  without;  he  broke  the  win^ 
dows,  and  called  out  in  such  a  manner, 
that  the  situation  of  the  officers  became 
critical,  and  they  were  obliged  to  remove 
him.  One  of  the  king'a  officers  was  ao- 
tually  knocked  down  by  one  of  the  popu>> 
lace.  When  he  was  carried  to  Harwicln 
he  manifested  the  same  disposition,  and  on 
his  way  beat  or  struck  one  of  the  officers. 
He  mentioned  these^  things  to  show  that 
the  word  of  this  historian  was  not  implicitly 
to  be  trusted  to. 

Mr.  F»  Douglas  thought  his  hon.  friend 
had  made  out  a  case  which  called  urgentljr 
for  inquiry.  He  knew  it  was  customary 
for  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House,  to  meet  statements  of  abuses  by 
reflections  on  the  characters  of  those  per- 
sons on  whose  veracity  these  statemento 
rested.  No  doubt  the  name  of  genersi 
Go\irgaud,  and  the  remembrance  of  hia 
political  connexions,  were  apt  to  excite 
preiudicas  in  some  persons  mmds;  aadi 
perhaps  he  himself  was  not  altogether 
free  from  those  prejudices.  But  still  a 
breach  of  the  law  of  the  land^-a  breach 
of  that  principle  which  regulated  our  im 
tef  course  with  foreign  nations,  a^  well  ai 
of  the  principle  which  protected  oar  in^ 
temal  property— the  House  were  boond 
to  watch  with  peculiar  jealousy*  The 
qiiestion  respecting  general  Gourgaud  di- 
vided itself  into  two  branches.  The  first 
was,  his  having  n^lected  to  demand  that 
he  should  be  carried  before  the  privv*> 
council.  They  must  all  recollect,  4n  the 
debate  on  the  Alien  bill,  how  much  stress 
was  laid  by  the  sentlemen  oppositei  oa 
that  part  of  it  which  provided  that  the 
alien  should  have  an  appeal  to  the  privy 
council;  but  how  did  the  hon.  gentleman 
meet  this  point?     He  had  said,    that 

general  Gourgaud  did  not  rec^uire  to  be 
rought  before  the  privy  council,  but  b^ 
fore  a  magistrate.  GroodGodI  werelawa 
to  be  eluded  on  such  quibbles?  It  waa 
the  duty  of  the  officer  to  inform  general 
Gourgaud  what  course  he  should  porsMi 
This  treatment  waa  both  imgeoeroos  and 
unjust  He  would  appeal  to  those  >whoi 
likehunself,  had  occasionaUjr  found  thean 
selves  friendless  strstngera  in  a  foreigtt 
coontry,  iffoorant  of  the  laws  of' thai 
couBtry  and  the-  i^gafaHioiiiiflpplicaMo'K 
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borated  by  two  servants  belonging  to  tb« 
house  in  which  the  general  lodgecl« 
Surely,  then,  such  corroboration  was 
calculated  to  give  additional  weight  to  the 
complaints  of  the  petitioner!  But  as  to- 
the  conduct  of  general  Gourgaud  upon 
the  road  to  Harwich,  how  could  it  be 
with  any  degree  of  candour  made  matter 
of  complaint  against  that  officer,  that  he 
himself,  when  dragged  in  such  a  manner 
along  the  road,  ventured  to  exclaim  against 
those  by  whom  he  was  so  harshly  treated"? 
Would  gentlemen  desire  that  in  such  a 
case  the  sufferer  should  be  totally  silent, 
or  ithat  he  should  be  actually  gagged  ? 
It  was  preposterous  to  suppose  that  ths 
general  could  have  contemplated  any 
thing  like  a  rescue  upon  his  route  to 
Harwich,  for  the  number  of  officers  by 
whom  he  was  accompanied,  with  other 
circumstances,  must  have  convinced  any 
man  with  the  mind  of  the  petitioner,  that 
such  a  scheme  must  have  been  quite 
chimerical.  But  with  respect  to  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  towards  the  port* 
folio  of  the  petitioner,  tliat  conduct  was 
not  attempted  to  be  denied,  and  he  now 
asked  any  one  enabled  to  answer,  on  the 
part  of  the  home  department,  whether 
the  statement  of  the  petitioner  upon  this 
point  was  or  was  not  correct  ?  If  it  were 
correct,  and  that  the  petitioner's  portfolio 
was  broken  or  opened  by  a  key,  hehadno 
hesitation  in  affirming,  that  die  peraoe 
who  had  so  broken  or  opened  it  was 
guilty  of  an  act  of  felony.  Yet  sucb  an 
act  was  not  denied,  and  there  was,  there* 
fore,  but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  portfolio  was  actually  opened, 
and  the  papers  it  contained  taken  out  and 
read. 

Mr.  Sinclair  was  fully  persuaded,  that 
if  any  inquiry  should  take  place,  it  would 
appear,  that  the  ill  usage  complained  of  by 
general  Gourgaud,  was  occasioned  by  pro* 
vocation  and  resistance  on  his  part.  It 
was  inconsistent  with  the  national  cbarac* 
ter  to  suppose*  that  any  Englishman,  and 
especially  a  person  of  acknowledged  ho- 
manity  and  reputation,  would  use  vio* 
lenco  towards  a  prisoner  in  the  general's 
situation  without  adequate  cause  or  ne* 
cessity.  He  had  chiefly  risen  to  state  his 
entire  dissent  from  the  opinions  expressed 
by  the  hon.  mover  and  others  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Alien  act;  he  Uiought  that 
enactment  highly  salutary  and  expedient. 
It  was  consistent,  with  the  best  interesta 
of  the  country  that  a  power  should  be 
vested  in  the  executive  govenunent  •  af 


I,  how  they  would  have  judged 
of  simikr  conduct  towards  themselves? 
He  should  say  a  few  words  on  the  other 
branch  ef  this  question— >the  seizure  of 
the  generic's  property.  If  his  papers 
were  not  to  be  examined  when  brought 
before  the  privy  council,  why  had  they 
been  taken  away  at  all?  It  was  saia, 
formerly,  that  they  had  been  taken  away 
lor  the  purpose  of  security ;  but  did  not 
the  gentlemen  know  that  general  Gour- 
^ud  bad  friends  in  this  codntry,  who 
could  have  taken  care  of  them  ?  It  never 
could  be  the  duty  of  that  House  to  con- 
aider  assertions  made  against  a  man,  a 
sufficient  reason  for  not  taxing  his  case  into 
inquiry.  The  assertions  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite  fMr.  Clive)  certainly 
weighed  more  witn  him  than  the  asser- 
tions of  general  Gourgaud,  but  for  that 
very  reason  he  was  for  an  inquiry.  He 
did  not  accuse  the  hon.  gentleman  of  any 
breach  of  the  law,  much  less  of  any  vo- 
luntary iniustice  towards  this  man ;  but 
there  might  be  seen  in  this  case  one  of 
the  bad  ^cts  arising  from  the  possession 
of  uncontrolled  power.  In  persons  pos- 
aessed  of  arbitrary  power  there  was  a 
natural  and  inherent  proneness  to  violence 
and  brutality. 

Mr.  Bathurd  urged  the  same  facts 
which  had  been  mentioned  by  Mr.  Clive 
aad  lord  Gastlereagh,  and  contended  that 
there  was  quite  enough  doubt  thrown  on 
the  character  of  the  petitioner  to  induce 
the  House  to  hesitate  ere  they  trusted  to 
his  accuracy. 

Mr.  Bennd  animadverted  upon  the 
observation  of  the  noble  lord  and  the  hon. 
gentleman  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
allegation  of  general  Gourgaud  was  con- 
tra£cted  by  that  of  the  officer  by  whom 
be  was  arrested ;  and  that  the  question 
was,  to  which  would  the  House  attach 
credit?  Now  for  his  part,  he  would 
always  be  disposed  to  aecidcf  rather  in 
favour  of  the  testimony  of  the  oppressed 
than  of  that  of  the  oppressor,  because  the 
contradiction  of  the  latter  was  naturally 
to  be  looked  for  as  the  consequence  of 
the  complaint  of  the  former,  especially 
when  an  appeal  was  made  to  any  tribunu 
not  likely  to  grant  impunity  to  acknow- 
Jedged  guilt.  But  it  was  not  the  fact  that 
in  this  case  the  House  had  nothing  but 
the  assertion  of  the  petitioner  and  the 
contradiction  of  the  officer ;  for  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  allegation  of  general 
uouigaud,  as  to  the  ill  treataieAt  he  ex^ 
perieifpqd  upon  Ivs  arrest,  was  corro- 
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removing  incendiaries  from  the  kingdom, 
who,  tSier  having  employed  their  whole 
lilies  in  endeavourmg  to  overturn  the  es- 
tablishmentSy  and  perpetuate  the  misery 
of  other  countries,  came  here  for  the  pur-, 
pose  of  persisting  in  the  execution  of  tneir 
mischievous  designs.  It  was  far  from 
being  his  wish  that  Great  Britain  should 
be  compelled  to  foster  serpents  in  her 
bosom,  who,  after  having;  been  nurtured 
by  the  genial  warmth  of  English  hospita- 
lity and  benevolence,  would  not  scruple 
to  embrace  the  earliest  oppdrt  unity  tostmg 
their  benefactress  througn  the  heart.  He 
hoped  that  a  discretionary'  power  would 
continue  to  be  entrusted  to  his  majesty's 
tainisters,  in  whom  he  had  sufficient  con- 
fidence to  believe  that  they  would  never 
wantonly  abuse  it. 

*  Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  it  was  tffuie  ab« 
iurd  to  suppose  that  cruelty  was  impossi* 
ble  in  a  country  in  which  such  an  exe- 
crable  measure  as  the  Alien  act  was 
passed  into  a  law ;  for  that  act  was  the 
fhiit  and  parent  of  cruelty,  and  men 
acting  mider  it  most  necessaiOy  be  cruel. 
The  conduct  therefore  which  general 
Gourgaud  complained  of,  was  nattvally  to 
be  expected  from  such  a  law.  But  yet  it 
jrould  be  disgraceful  to  that  House  not  to 
mqmre  into  the  complaints  of  the  petiti* 
doer.  These  comphunts  ought  indeed  to 
be  promptly  investig|ated,  and  yet  the 
nobie  lord  had  not  mtimated  his  intention 
to  accede  to  the  desire  for  taking  his  pe- 
tition into  conuderation.  But  it  was  due 
to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  country 
to  have  such  a  transaction  investigatedf, 
especially  as  the  main  allegations  of  the 
petitioner  were  not  even  denied.  The 
noble^  lord  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  dwelt  particularly  upon  the  irregula- 
Hty  and  violence  of  general  Gorgaud  upon 
the  road  to  Harwich.  But  in  what  did 
this  irregularity  and  violence  consist? 
Why,  in  a  mere  complaint  of  the  ill-treat* 
Inent  which  the  general  had  received,  and 
fer  such  complaint   one  of  the  officers 

give  him  a,  blow  upon  the  head  with  a 
udgeon.  But  it  was  insinuated  that 
general  Goorgtud  sought  to  procure  a  res- 
cue bv  his  conduct  upon  the  road.  Tbe 
idea  however  was  ouite  absurd,  espe- 
cially as  the  general  could  not  speak 
English.  But  the  facts  of  this  case,  outra* 
geous  u  they  were,  sunk  into  insignifi- 
feanee  compared  to  the  principle  of  the 
law  Upon  which  the  proceeding  was 
IfMinded.  According  to  that  law,  it  was 
pretended  that  the  pi^oner  bad  a  ri^ 
(VOL.  XXXIX.)  I 
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of  appeal  to  the  privy  council;  and  the 
under  secretary  had  mentioned,  that  a 
copy  of  the  cfause  conferring  this  right 
was  given  to  Mr.  Capper,  with  a  view  to 
be  communicated  to  general  Gourgaud  { 
But  what  was  done  with  this  clause? 
Why  that  which,  in  common  fairness, 
should  have  been  laid  before  the  general 
in  London,  he  was  not  allowed  to  see 
until  he  arrived  at  Harwich,  where  the 
communication  was  nugatory  and  illusive* 
In  common  justice  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  allow  him  an  opportunity  of 
proving  the  truth  of  his  complaints,  or  to 
allow  those  against  whom  his  complaints 
were  preferred,  the  opportunity  of  dis- 
proving them.  Formerly  it  was  the  uni- 
versal understanding,  that  when  any  fo- 
reigner set  his  foot  upon  British  land  he 
became  a  free  man,  and  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  our  laws,  but  since  the  en« 
actment  of  the  Alien  act,  die  foreigner 
who  sought  an  asylum  in  England  from  any 
arbitrary  government,  was  condemned  to 
addidonal  persecution— for,  by  this  infa* 
mous  act,  England  became  a  party  to  the 
system  of  persecution  which  characterized 
some  of  the  governments  of  the  continent. 
But  to  return  to  the  case  of  the  peti- 
tioner, he  was  authoriased  to  state  that  the 
pamphlet  aOuded  to  on  the  other  side 
[the  letter  tojearl  Grey,  lately  published 
by  Ridgway,  Piccadilly],  was  not  the  pro- 
duction of  general  Grourgaud:  therefore 
any  animadversions  to  which  this  pamphlet 
might  be  liable,  could  not  be  applied  to 
that  officer.  The  hon.  gentleman  con- 
cluded with  the  expression  of  a  hope  that 
the  hon.  gentleman,  who  had  so  laudably 
introduced  this  subject  to  the  notice  of 
the  House,  would  follow  it  up  with  the 
'proposition  of  some  measure  calculated  to 
avenge  the  injury  of  a  distinguished  fo- 
reigner, and  to  vindicate  the  character  of 
this  great  nation. 

Sir  O.  Codbum  observed,  that  front 
what  bad  been  so  emphatically  umd  as 
to  die  high  character  tor  fidelity  of  gene* 
ral  Gourgaud,  he  thought  it  right  to  state 
something  whidi  he  happened  to  know  of 
that  officer  at  St.  Helena,  where  the  ge- 
neral stated  to  him,  that  he  had  great 
reason  to  complain  of  that  scoundrel  grand 
marshal  (Bertrand) ;  for  so  these  peraoea 
were  in  the  habit  of  speakinff  of  each 
other.  The  general  mentioned  his  ground 
of  complaint.  He  said,  that  he  had  served 
In  the  army  under  Buonaparte  in  Ruttia, 
where  he  had  so  distinguished  himself  as 
to  attract  the  favour  of  Napoleon ;  boc 

(♦T) 
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that  when  Napoleon  abdicated^  he  felt 
(iim$elf  released  from  his  allegiance,  and 
joined  the  army  of  the  king.  In  that 
armv  he  was  favoured  with  the  patronage 
of  the  duke  de  Berri,  through  whom  he 
obtained  the  cross  of  St.  Louis ;  but  yet 
that  when  Napoleon  returned  from  £iba> 
he  immediately  offered  him  his  services, 
in  consequence  of  which,  Napoleon  ap- 
pointed him  to  a  high  command  in  the 
ordnance.  On  which  he  (Gourgaud) 
called  upon  Bertrand  to  thank  him,  con- 
ceiving the  appointment  to  be  owing  to 
that  marshal's  recommendation.  The 
marshal,  however,  promptly  undeceived 
him,  observing,  that  he  had  no  notion  of 
recommending  the  appointment  of  such 
girouettes.  Hence  Gourmand  complained 
of  Bertrand,  and  upon  his  (sir  G.  C.'s) 
asking  Gourgaud  wherefore  he  had  come 
to  St.  Helena,  Gourgaud  replied,  '<  from 
fidelity  tp  his  sovereign.*'  He  hoped  that 
no  one  would,  suppose  him  likely  to  con- 
demn any  officer  for  fidelity,  but  what 
degree  of  character  for  fidelity  really  be- 
longed to  general  Gourgaud,  the  House 
could  judge  from  the  circumstances  which 
he  haa  stated.  As  to  the  case  alluded  to 
on  the  other  side,  he  did  not  exactly  com- 
prehend the  allusion ;  but  he  could  assure 
the  gallant  officer  that  no  such  a  case  had 
happened  with  regard  to  any  officer  in  the 
davy. 

Mr.  Lamitan,  in  reply,  maintained, 
that  however  it  might  have  been  lawful  to 
arrest  general  Gourgaud,^  there  was  no 
law  whatever  to  authorize'  the  seizure  of 
his  papers.  As  to  the  character  of  the 
general,  it  was  rather  strange,  that  if  that 
character  were  80.ezceptiond)le  as  some 
gentlemen  would  now  insinuate^  he  should, 
have  been  admitted  to  an  acquaintance* 
with  a  minister  of  the  Crown,  or  how 
came  he  to  dine  with  lord  Bathurst  ?  With 
regard  to  the  terms  in  which  the  allega- 
tion of  Mr.  Capper  was  spoken  of,  he 
begged  that  in  order  to  appreciate  the 
character  of  that  person,  gentlemen  would 
take  the  trouble  of  reading  what  referred 
to  him  in  the  report  of  the  police  com- 
mittee of  1816.  It  would  be  there  seen 
that  this  Mr.  Benjamin  Capper  found  his 
way  into  a  gaming-house,  accompanied 
by  other  police  omcers;  that  he  there 
appeared  in  uniform  with  a  drawn  sword, 
and  actually  took  away  all  the  money  on 
the  table,  for  none  of  which  he  accounted. 
This  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Nares,  the  magistrate,  and  after  such 
evidence,  he  apprehended  that  no  one 


would  be  found  to  put  the  credit  of  Capper 
in  competition  with  that  of  gen.  Gourgaud, 
or  of  any  otlier  individual  entitled  to  the 
least  consideration.  He  therefore  called 
upon  the  noble  lord,  for  the  honour  of 
his  own  government,  to  institute  an  in- 
quiry into  the  merits  of  this  petition,  and 
not  allow  himself  to  be  influenced  by  any 
desire  to  screen  such  a  person  as  Capper. 
The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Bankrupt  Laws  Amendmeitt Bill.] 
Mr.  «/•  Smith,  in  rising  to  move  the  se- 
cond reading  of  this  bill,  said,  that  ia 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
principal  points  of  the  bill,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  allude  to  the  steps  which 
had  been  taken  upon  the  same  subject  in 
the  two  last  sessions  of  the  last  parliament. 
There  were  at  that  time  petitions  pre-i 
sented  from  various  parts  of  the  country, 
complaining  of  the  grievances  whidi 
existed  under  the  bankrupt  laws  as  .they 
then  stood.  These  petitions  were  referred 
to  a  committee,  which  was  appointed  in 
1817.  From  the  report  of  that  committee, 
yrho  had  taken  the  greatest  pains  to  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
very  valuable  mformation  had  been  de-* 
rived.  The  committee  of  1818  had  added 
very  materially  to  this  information  by 
their  laBours,  and  the  result  of  both  hav- 
ing gained  publicity,  had  attracted  great 
attention  in  every  part  of  the  country. 
The  bill  which  he  now  held  in  his  hand 
was  not  the  same  as  the  measure  which 
had  been  proposed  on  a  former  occasion. 
It  adopted,  it  was  true,  many  of  the 
improvements  which  were  then  suggested ; 
but  there  were  others  added,  calculated 
to  obviate  many  grievances  which  were 
not  fully  entered  into  at  that  time.  The 
principal  grievances  arising  from  the  bank- 
rupt laws,  as  they  now  stood,  were  kept 
in  view,  and  would  be  met  by  what  he 
thought  appropriate  enactments  in  the 
bill.  The  nrst  great  object  would  be  to 
take  such  a  proper  care  of  the  bankrupt's 
property,  as  to  ensure  the  creditors,  as 
well  as  the  bankrupt  himself,  against  that 
loss  which  they  now  so  frequently  sus- 
tained from  the  manner  of  proving  debts. 
Another  object  would  be  to  prevent  the 
loss  of  many  debts  which  it  Y^as  found 
difficult  to  prove  under  the  present  sys- 
tem. A  great  object  would  also  be,  td 
do  away  the  facility  with  which  fraudulent 
bankrupts  could  at  present  obtain  their 
certificates,  to  alter  the  law  which  inflicte4 
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the  ponithinent  of  deadi  Id  many  in- 
stances of  fraud  under  these  acts,  and  to 
ensure  an'  adeouate  allowance  to  the 
bankrupt  himself  on  the  dividend.  The 
want  of  such  regulations  had  been  com- 
plained of  m  several  petitions,  and  were 
proved  before  the  committee  in  1817. 
At  that  time  the  committee  had  called 
before  them  several  Irish  gentlemen, 
engaged  in  very  extensive  commercid 
dealings  in  the  sister  country.  The  exa- 
mination of  these  occupied  the  committee 
eight  or  ten  days ;  ana  in  the  end,  it  ap- 
peared to  them,  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  introduce  any  measure  which 
would  be  applicable  in  the  same  manner 
hi  both  countries.  This  would,  if  it 
could  be  effected,  be  most  desirable: 
but  from  the  difference  of  the  laws  and 
practice  in  the  two  countries,  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  introduce  into  one 
bill,  the  regulations  which  mieht  ^e  ne- 
cessary for  both.  However,  ne  was  not 
without  the  hope  that  a  bill  applicahle  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  bankrupt  laws  in 
Ireland  would  be  speedily  introduced,  as 
a  right  hon.  friend  of  his  had  promised, 
that  if  this  bill  was  passed,  he  would  give 
his  assistance  in  framing  one  which  might 
remedy  the  evils  experienced  from  those 
laws  in  Ireland.  After  the  examination 
of  the  gentlemen  alluded  to,  the  commit- 
tee of  1817  proceeded  to  examine  several 
respectable  merchants  and  traders  of  the 
metropolis,  and  also  several  eminent  so- 
licitors, a  great  part  of  whose  business 
w:a8  connected  with  bankrupt  commis- 
sions ;  and  from  all|Chey received  the  con- 
curring opinions,  that  the  present  state  ot 
the  bankrupt  laws  was  wholly  inefficient 
to  their  ooject.  In  the  next  year  the 
committee  had  the  testimony  of  some  of 
the  most  experienced  of  the  commis- 
sioners, Mr.  Montague,  Mr.  Cullen,  and 
some  others,  who  all  agreed  that  the  laws 
were  totally  inapplicable.  Mr.  Cullen, 
in  addition  to  his  direct  concurrence  in 
this  opinion,  stated,  that  not  only  the 
laws  were  inefficient,  but  also  the  entire 
constitution  of  the  commissioners  them- 
selves.—After  thus  stating  generally  the 
acknowledged  defects  of  the  laws  as  they 
now  stood,  and  an  outline  of  the  remedies 
which  they  called  for,  he  begged  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  while  lie  ofiered  a 
few  observations  upon  some  points  in 
detail.  The  first  enactmtot  went  to  point 
out  what  was  the  description  of  persons 
who  might  become  subject  to  the  bank- 
rupt laws.^  Upon  this  point  diere  bad 


existed  heretofore  a  great  deal  of  diffi* 
culty  and  obscurity.  In  fact,  it  was  not 
with  any  accuracy  defined,  who  might, 
or  might  not,  be  declared  bankrupts. 
It  was  known  that  many  persons  had  been 
so  declared,  had  commissions  issued 
against  them,  and  received  certificates, 
who  had  never  exercised  any  trade,  or 
who  only  did  one  act  of  bankruptcy,  and 
that  often  by  accident.  The  story  of  the 
country  gentleman  against  whom  a  com* 
mission  of  bankruptcy  was  issued  waa 
well  known ;  but  as  it  served  strongly  to 
illustrate  his  argument,  he  should  repeat 
it.  This  gentleman  kept  a  pack  of  fox 
hounds,  and,  as  food  for  them,  was  in 
the  habit  of  bujring  dead  horses,  and  sell- 
ing their  skins ;  becoming  embarrassed, 
ar  commission  was  issued  against  him,  and 
it  was  held  from  that,  that  he  was  a  trader 
within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  though  his 
only  act  of  trade  was  the  buying  the 
bodies  of  a  few  dead  horses,  and  selling 
their  skins.  There  were  many  other  cases 
equally  strong,  and  many  instances  where 
persons  absolutely  exercising  trades  (for 
instance,  the  trade  of  a  dyer),  were  de* 
dared  not  to  be  subject  to  the  bankrupt 
laws.  To  remedy  this,  he  would  define, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  all  who  were  subject 
to,  and  all  wholshould  be  exempt  from,  the 
operation  of  those  laws.  Among  the  ex- 
ceptions he  would  class  artisans,  handi- 
craftsmen, artists,  sculptors,  painters, 
schoolmasters,  attornies  and  solicitors, 
scriveners,  farmers,  in  respect  of  farming- 
stock  of  any  description,  butlers^  or  ser- 
I  vants  to  the  inns  of  court,  receivers  or 
I  collectors  of  king's  taxes ;  and,  in  general, 
I  all  persons  whose  subsistence  was  wholly 
oi;  principally  dependent  upon  manual,  or 
I  mental  labour,  and  whose  usual  dealings 
did  not  require  or  occasion  credit  by 
means  of  bUls  of  exchange.  As  to  some 
of  these,  as  well  as  to  others  mentioned 
in  that  part  of  the  bill  which  enumerated 
those  who  were  subject  to  the  bankrupt 
laws,  there  might,  he  had  no  doubt,  exist 
a  difference  of  opinion.  The  next  enact- 
ment to  which  he  wished  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  was  a  new  one, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  much  called  for  by 
the  defects  in  the  present  system.  It  de- 
clared, that  any  person  coming  under  the 
description  of  those  who  were  liable  to 
the  bankrupt  laws,  who  after  the  passing 
of  the  present  act,  should,  for  seven 
successive  days,  stop  payment,  not  being 
disabled  through  severe  or  sudden  illness 
from  attending  to  business,  or  who  during 
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tbat  tune  i^eneraUy  refuted  or  weie  mAle 
to  pay  his  or  her  debts,  or  who  daring 
thirty  successive  days  should  be  absent 
from  his  usual  place  of  residence  or  count- 
ing-bouse, orwarehQUse,  without  having 
^ade  provision  for  his  bills,  notes,  or  aqy 
other  demands  at  the  time  of  their  be- 
coming due ;  or  who,  having  any  writs  of 
action  for  debt  issued  against  him,  and 
notice  of  such  left  at  his  usual'dwelling 
place,  and  who  in  nine  days  after  such  no- 
tice^ (seven  days  being  iJlowed  to  elapse 
between  each  notice)  should  not  put  in 
sufficient  bail  for  such  action ;  or  who  being 
arrested  for  a  debt,  should  remain  in  pri- 
son for  14  days  or  more,  for  such  or  any 
other  debt ;  such  person  should  be  liabte 
to  be  declared,  by  any  such  act  or  acts,  to 
have  conamitted  an  act  of  bankruptcy^ 
4nd  be  liable  to  have  a  commission  issued 
against  him,  provided  such  commission  be 
issued  within  twelve  calendar  months  after 
any  such  act  or  acts.  It  was  necessary 
that  such  guards  should  be  placed  upon 
the  issuing  of  a  commission ;  for  the  re- 
fhsal  in  many  cases  to  have  a  commission 
issued,  was  one  of  the  greatest  sources  of 
fraud.  Indeed,  in  99  cases  out  of  100, 
the  issuing  of  a  commission  was  the  result 
of  a  concert  between  the  friends  or  credi- 
tors of  the  bankrupt.  This  was  not  the 
effect  of  fraud ;  the  object  was,  to  prevent 
the  bankrupt  from  wasting  the  property 
of  himself  and  the  creditors  until  it  would 
be  too  late*  It  frequently  happened,  that 
when  a  commission  was  so  issued,  the  as- 
signees met,  and  came  to  a  division  of  the 
property,  which  was  beneficial  for  all  par- 
ties ;  but  then,  if  the  creditor  was  disho- 
nest, and  wished  to  defraud  the  whole  of 
them,  he  might  turn  round  and  say,  that 
the  commission  was  illegal,  that  it  was  tlfe 
result  of  a  previous  concert,  and  that  he 
would  apply  to  have  it  set  aside.  It  fre- 
quently happened,  that  such  proof  lay  in 
nis  power ;  and  the  consequence  was,  the 
commission  was  set  aside,  and  the  assignees 
might  be  made  to  payback  the  whole  of 
the  money  which  he  might  have  so  col- 
lected. The  result  pf  this  was,  that  of 
late  vears  very  few  respectable  persons 
could  be  got  to  act  as  assi^ees.  In  order 
to  remedy  this,  he  would  have  a  clause, 
by  which  assignees  should  be  protected 
from  such  abuses  as  he  had  alluded  to* 
One  thing  which  he  conceived  the  House 
ouffht  not  to  lose  sight  of  was,  the  giving 
additional  power  to  the  cooomissioners. 
As  at  present  constituted,  they  had 
acarcfJy  sufficient  power  ^o  regiilate  and 


keep  order  in  their  own  court  It  waa 
dmraceful  to  witness  such  scenes  of  ta^ 
miut  and  confusion  as  were  of  daily  oc« 
currenoe  in  those  courts,  where  property 
to  »o  large  an  amount  was  concerned. 
He  begged  to  be  understood  as  not  in^ 
tending  to  cast  any  imputation  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  commissioners,  x^othtng 
was  farther  from  his  intention,  and  they 
themselves  knew  it.  They  were  aware  of 
the  evils  to  which  he  alluded,  and  with  a 
heavy  responsibility,  they  stood  as  it  were 
with  their  hands  Ued  up.  One  additional 
power  which  he  wished  they  should  have, 
would  be  that  of  expunging  the  proof  a 
debt,  if  they  should  afterwards  see  occa« 
sion.  At  present  a  debt,  when  once 
proved,  could  not  be  expunged,  though 
It  should  be  found  that  it  was  most  erro- 
neous, except  by  application  to  the  chan- 
cellor, and  that  was  attended  with  bo. 
much  expense,  that  the  creditors  seldoip 
found  thev  would  gain  any  thing,  even  if 
they  should  succeed.  He  would  have  a 
clause,  giving  the  power  to  the  commis- 
sioners to  expunge  a  debt  whenever  they 
should  see  occasion,  leaving  it  still  open 
to  any  party  objecting  to  appeal.  Ue 
would  also  give  them  the  power  of  en- 
forcing the  attendance  of  witnesses.  He 
knew  there  was  a  great  diffierence  of  opi- 
nion on  the  subject  of  adding  to  the  power 
of  the  commissioners  in  town.  He  con- 
ceived that  such  an  addition  should  be 
made,  but  he  would  by  no  means  add  to 
the  power  of  the  commissioners  in  the 
country.  The  country  commissionen 
were,  he  mi^ht  almost  say,  self-elected. 
The  person  issuing  the  commissions  had 
only  to  give  instructions  to  his  solicitor, 
and  he  appointed  any  five  persons  he 
pleased,  they  being  solicitors.  It  often 
happened,  in  consequence,  that  the  im- 
mediate friends  and  connexions  of  the 
party  were  made  commissioners.  Some- 
times the  relatives  or  partners.  He  had 
heard  of  one  instance  of  three  partners, 
two  of  whom  were  made  commissioners^ 
and  the  third,  assignee  to  the  same  com- 
mission. So  fully  sensible  was  the  late 
chancellor  Loughborough,  of  the  serioua. 
evils  and  great  abuses  which  were  com- 
mitted through  this  system,  that  he  struck 
out  several  fists  of  commissioners  in  se- 
veral parts  of  the  country,  who  alone  had 
the  power  to  hear  and  determine  upon 
bankrupt  commissions.  The  practice  waa 
not  followed  up  by  the  present  lord  cban-. 
cellor,  nor  even  were  the  vacancies  in  tba- 
two  litta  which  atill  remained,  tbe  i^aaofi: 
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mmgpti  fiir  bit  lorddiip's  oott^inftetfefwoft  | 
mwh  4  motive  Qf  d^Hc«cyt  u  inch  a  pro- 
ceeding would  be  giving  to  ibe  eolicitore 
in  tbe  coantfy  an  advantage  over  tbeir 
brethren  in  town.  He  (Mc  Soiith)  coo- 
fiRMed  be  eonld  not  tee  hov  tbal  xceeon 
ought  to  op«nite^  or  why  any  greater 
dtfficolty  should  exiit  in  ^pointing  com* 
miuionere  in  Yorkshire  Iban  in  London. 
Indeed,  so  jpeat  was  the  evil  arising  from 
the  manner  m  which  many  of  those  coontry^ 
ooranijssionswere.at  present  worked,  that 
i%  seldom  happened  tnat  a  shiUinc  was  re* 
ceived  by  the  ass^ees.^— One  other  point 
which  he  wished  to  remark  was  a  new  one: 
it  was  new,  and  one  to  which,  though  there 
were  many  objections,  *  he  confessed  he 
was  quite  partial.  In  the  second  meeting 
of  the  commissionen,  as  the  practice  at 
present  stood,  the  assignees  were  ap- 
pointed, but  it  was  impoisible  for  the 
iissignee,  let  him  be  ever  so  well  inclined, 
to  give  bis  constant  attandtnce ;  so  nu- 
merous were  the  meottnss,  and  so  varions 
the  delays  incidental  to  those  commissions. 
Tba  Msignecs,  H  was  known,  acted  grap 
tuitoM^y;  it  was  not  to  be  expected, 
thernfore,  that  they  would  pay  that  very 
diligmt  attention  where  they  had  no  very 
great  interest.  The  consequence  was, 
that  jthough  be  had  known  many  who  at 
the  commencement  of  the  boainesa  were 
very  dih'gent,  vet  he  found,  that  before  it 
was  half  oonctudad,  tbey  got  tired,  and 
left  the  whole  matter  to  be  managed  by 
the  solicitor  or  bis  agents.  Chance  made 
him  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  the 
Scotdi,  in  tbeir  working  commissions; 
and  be  could  not  avoid  r^marldnp,  that  in 
this,  as  well  as  In  manv  other  mstances, 
our  northern  neighbours  nad  the  advantage 
of  us  in  good  sound  aense»  In  Scotland, 
it  was  the  practice  to  appoint  an  agent  to 
the  commission,  who  kept  the  accounts  of 
the  bankrupt,  eaamined  his  books,  col- 
lected his  debts,  and  did  many  other  acts 
which  waAhe  duty  of  the  aasign^ea  among 
them,  but  a  duty,  from  the  neglect  ^ 
which  the  bankrupt's  estate  too  frequently 
suifered.  He  would  propose,  that  such 
an  agent  should  be  appointed  to  each 
commission,  with  duties  nearly  aimihv. 
With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  law  which 
inflicted  capital  punishment  upon  any 
bankrupt  who  concealed  his  nropcsrty  from 
his  creditors,  he  would  merely  refer  to  the 
evidence  which  had  been  givym  in  the  last 
semion  by  his  lamented  friend,  sir  Samuel 
RomiUy,  to  show  that  this  estaordinary 
rfgour  difealad  Jtha  parpose  fir  wl|ich  it 


waa  intended,  hj  piwventing  any  praaeen* 
tions  being  instituted  at  ail.  There  waa 
also  another  pobt  of  mat  impdrtaoce,  to> 
which  he  must  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  He  intended  to  giie  the  com* 
missionera  of  bankrupt  authority  to  inquifw 
into  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  previoua 
to  his  bankruptcy.  Under  the  present 
enactments,  tne  commissioners  had  not 
the  power  to  refuse  their  si^ature  to  the 
commiasion,  however  profligate  and  ex« 
travagant  the  bankrupt  might  have  been, 
if  he  haa  conformed  himself  to  the  regu* 
lations  of  the  law ;  neither  had  the  loid 
chancellor  himself  any  ri^ht  to  object  to 
the  certiflcate,  if  it  was  signed  by  a  regii* 
lar  proportion  of  creditors.  lie  recol* 
lected  an  mstanoe  in  which  a  bankrupt, 
on  his  examination,  had  been  asked  4o 
explain  In  what  manner  he  had  expended 
the  large  sum  of  2SfiOOL  in  seventeen 
months.  The  man  answered  very  hooestly, 
that  he  had  expended  it  in  wanton  extra* 
vaganee,  having  kept  a  mistress  at  Hamp* 
stead,  and  a  large  establiahment  both 
in  town  and  country.  The  creditors, 
though  hiflhiy  exasperated  by  this  state* 
ment,  ban  notwithstandinff  si^ed  his 
certiflcate ;  and  the  indiviooal^  if  he  waa 
rightly  informed,  was  now  carrying  on 
business  with  the  greatest  success.  The 
clauae  which  he  had  inserted  into  his  new 
act  waa  to  punish  such  unwarrantable  ex* 
travagance,  by  entitling  the  oommissionera 
to  inquire  into  the  past  life  of  the  bank- 
rupt, and  by  empoweriitg  them  to  grant 
or  to  withhold  his  certificate,  as  might  to 
them  seem  just  and  proper.  He  was  very 
anxious  that  this  clause  should  pass  into 
law,  because  it  was  of  the  very  highest 
importance  to  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. He  was  also  inclined  to  propose 
a  dause«— which,  though  proposed  by  a 
man  whose  memory  no  man  could  help 
revering,  and  which  no  roan  revered  more 
than  he  himself  did,  had  been  lost  in  ano- 
ther quarter— that  It  should  be  requisite 
that  lbur.fifths,  and  not  three-fifths  only  of 
theoreditonshouldsignthecertificate.  He 
could  wish  also  to  sav  something  on  the 
proceedings  at  Guildhall,  and  tfis  scenes 
of  perjury  which  ao  frequently  occurred 
there^  It  bad  been  proved  by  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Montague  and  Mr.  Courte- 
nqr,  that  perjury  was  there  reduced  to 
such  a  system,  as  no  honest  men  could 
think  of  without  shuddering.  Mr.  Mon- 
tague had  said,  that  on  those  days  when 
numerous  meetings  of  creditors  were 
expected,  individtmls  plied  at  t^e  batt» 
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door  to  be  hired  to  perjure  themseWes  in 
the  proof  of  .fictitious  debts ;  and  that 
these  individuals  were  afterwards  employed 
to  sign  the  bankrupt's  certificate^  just  as 
if  they  had  been  bon&Jide  creditors.-  This 
system  was  mentioned  by  other  witnesses, 
and  a  respectable  solicitor  had  even  gone 
so  far  as  to  assert,  that  there  was  a  regular 
house  in  Doctors'  Commons,  where  men 
might  at  any  hour  be  met  ready  to  prove 
debts  for  a  certain  per-centage*  Mr. 
Montague  on  one  occasion  had  been  em- 
ployed to  object  to  the  claim  of  a  man 
who  had  come  forward  to  prove  it  under 
very  suspicious  circumstances— he  was 
unsuccessful  in  his  opposition,  and  the 
debt  was  in  consequence  established.  Mr. 
Montague  thought  no  more  of  the  man 
after  he  had  left  Uie  commissioners,  until 
he  net  him  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day,  in  his  road  to  his  house  in  Bedford- 
square,  selling  old  deaths,  and  exercising 
an  employment,  which  though  mean,  was 
far  more  respectable  than  the  trade  which 
he  had  been  pursuing  in  the  morning.  He 
thought  that  there  was  no  occasion  to  add 
any  further  observations  to  such  a  dis- 
closure.—There  was  another  point,  to 
which  he  anticipated  much  opposition, 
but  which  was  likely  to  be  attended  with 
great  advantages<~he  meant  the  granting 
of  an  allowance  to  bankrupts  on  the  divi- 
dends which  they  pud  over  to  their  cre- 
ditors. At  present  no  allowance  was 
granted  to  them,  unless  the  dividend 
amounted  to  a  certain  value.  This  he 
conceived  to  be  improper;  and  should 
therefore  propose,  that  when  a  bankrupt 
bad  not  dealt  in  accommodation  paper, 
and  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  fraudulent 
conduct,  he  should  receive  a  considerable 
per-centage  on  his  dividend.  .  Now, 
when  it  was  considered  that  a  bank- 
rupt gave  up  all  his  property,  and  was 
liable  to  death,  if  he  concealed  property 
of  more  than  20^.  value,  it  was  quite  evi- 
dent  that  he  might  be  reduced  to  the 
greatest  possible  distress,  if  some  such 
relief  were  not  administered  to  him.  Be- 
sides, in  case  of  that  individual  lending 
his  assistance  to  his  assignees  to  collect 
the  debts  due  to  his  esute,  it  was  not 
common  humanity  and  true  policy  to 
allow  him  to  share  in  the  suma  so  obtained 
for  the  creditors.  It  was  maintained  in 
former  times,  but  he  was  glad  to  see  that 
the  idea.was  now  abandoned,  that  the  only 
way  to  prevent  crime  was  to  enact  exces- 
siye  punishment ;  he  thought  a  more  effi- 
cient way  to  prevent  it  would  be  found 


in  any  plan  that  should  give  men  an  in* 
terest  not  to  commit  it ;  inasmnch  as  there 
were  few  who  did  not  behave  well,  when 
it  was  made  their  interest  to  do  so.  He 
acknowledged,  that  when  a  bankrupt  was 
'  not  allowed  to  retain  any  property,  the 
temptation  to  conceal  some  portion  of  it; 
was  almost  irresistible ;  and  he  therefore 
wished  to  diminish  this  temptation,  by 
givine  them  |i  certain  allowance,  which 
would  make  them  contemplate  bankruptcy 
with  very  different  feelings  to  those  with 
which  it  was  at  present  contemplated.  A 
man  in  such  a  situation  would  then  con- 
sider <<  what  is  it  my  interest  to  do  ?"  uid 
his  reason  would  answer,  **  to  bdiave  like 
an  honest  man."  There  was  another  buIh 
ject  which  he  wished  to  impress  on  the 
notice  of  the  Housei  that  protection  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  commissioners  in  the 
discharge  of  their  public  duties— a  protec- 
tion which  recent  events  had  proved  to  be 
essentially  necessary;  and  also  to  the 
messengers,  who  at  present,  contrary  to 
all  rule  and  principle,  were  completely 
under  the  control  of  the  solidtors.  In 
the  bill  which  had  been  prepared  last  year, ' 
there  was  a  clause  proposing  that  a  certain 
fixed  salary,  shoulo  be  given  to  Ae  com- 
missioners. From  the  obsepvattons  which 
had  been  made  to  him  since  that  time,  he 
had  discovered  that  all  parties  objected  to 
it,  and  he  had  therefore  withdrawn  it. 
The  hon.  member  then  moved  the  second' 
reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Abercromby  observed,  that  though 
there  were  no  questions  more  important 
than  those  which  proposed  alterations  in 
the  existing  law,  there  were  none  inte 
which  the  House  entered  with  greater 
reluctance,  or  which  it  was  more  difficult 
to  carry  in  the  affirmative,  owing  to  the 
small  but  compact  body  which  regularly 
.opposed  them.  As  his  hon.  friend  had 
devoted  hours,  days,  and  months  to  this 
subject,  as  he  had  given  up  to  it  the  whole 
of  his  time,  which  might  have  been  applied 
to  more  profitaMe  speculations,  he  trusted ' 
the  House  would  pay  the  utmost^attention 
to  the  various  clauses  and  enactments  of  * 
his  bill.  As  he  had  no  objection  to  the  * 
greater  part  of  them^  he  should  reserve  the 
observations  which  he  had  to  make  upon 
them,  until  the  House  went  into  a  com- 
mittee. He  was,  however,  inclined  to  make 
a  suggestion  to  his  hon.  friend,  without 
which  he  was  perfectly  convinced  that  the 
bill  could  not  possibly  pass.  He  would 
separate  it  into  two  bills,  and  would 
embody  in  the  fin)  aU  thalwae  mMMM- 
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regubkum  in  Ihe  pracdoe;  and  in  the 
•ecood  all  that  was  matter  of  improvement 
in,  the  existing  law.|  It  was  his  opinioOf 
tbiat  if  his  hon.  fri^  carried  the  first  of 
these  bills,  he  would  carry  all  that  he 
ought ;  for,  paradoxical  as  it  might  appear, 
the  bUl  seemed  tohim  to  go  too  tar,  and  not 
to  ^0  fiur  enough.  It  went  too  far  in  im- 
posing new  duties  on  the  commisiioners ; 
Dut  it  did  net  go  fiur  enough,  because  it 
was  impossible  to  render  the  bankrupt 
law  such  as  it  ought  to  be,  unlem  there 
was  a  total  and  radical  change  in  those 
who  have  to  administer  it.  m  made  this 
itatement  in  the  spirit  of  candour,  and 
not  with  a  view  of  impugning  the  conduct 
of  the  oommissionerst  of  whom  he  himself 
formed  a  part.  On  the  contrary,  he  felt 
assured  toat  those  gentlemen  aischarged 
their  duties  in  the  most  creditable  manner 
it  was  possible  that  they  could  be  dis* 
oharged,  under  the  circumstance;^  in  which 
they  were  placed.  He  thought,  however, 
that  fresh  duties  ought  not  to  be  imposed 
uoon  them,  because  the  businesses  in 
wnich  they  were  already  involved,  were  of 
a  natui^  sufficiently  complicated.  The 
law  could  never  be  properly  administered 
unUl  the  commissioners  ^  devoted  their 
whole  time  to  the  administration  of  it ; 
because  it  was  too  much  to  expect  of  any 
men,  that  they  should  neglect  their  own 
private  clients.  In  order  to  attend  a  com« 
mission  of  bankruptcy,  from  which  thev 
derived  inferior  emMuments.  To  add, 
theiefore,  firesh  duties  to  those  which  the 
^mmissioners  already  had  to  perform, 
would  be  to  impose  upon  them  duties 
which  would  clog  the  nuusbine  mudi  more 
than  it  was  clogged  under  the  present 
system.  The  learned  gentleman  then 
animadverted  on  a  clause  proposed  to  the 
House  in  the  bill  then  bdbre  it,  allowing 
a  man  to  make  himself  a  voluntary  bank* 
nipt,  and  said  that  it  would  open  a  door 
to  a  species  of  fraud  which  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  greatest  inconveniences. 
He  agreed  with  his  hon.  fnend  upom  the 
propriety  of  rapealing  that  part  of  the 
bmiknipt  law  which  inflicted  capital  pu- 
nishment, and  expresied  a  hope  that, 
whatever  the  ftte  of  the  bill  itself  might 
be,  the  sanguinary  enactments  of  the  pre- 
sent system  ought  at  least  be  obliterated 
from  the  statute  book. 

Sir  J.  Neuanari  bore  testimony  to  the 
unwearied  auiduity  of  the  ben.  gentleman 
who  bad  prepared  this  biU.    Whatever 
benefit  might  arise  from  it,  the  country  I 
would  be  iMebted  for  it  to  his  hon.  frieni  I 


Mr.  AUerman  JVaUhman  had  some  ob- 
jections to  different  clauses  in  the  bill^ 
but  agreed  with  the  principle  of  it  as  far 
as  it  went. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

Barnstaple  Election.]  Lord  C/ive 
moved,  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  Barnstaple  Election  to  be  taken 
into  further  consideration.  The  noble 
lord  read  the  two  special  resolutions  to 
which  the  committee,  of  which  he  sat  as 
chairman,  had  come.  (See  p.  933).  He 
said,  that  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses 
ei^amined-  before  the  committee  com* 
pletely  justified  these  resolutions.  Of  the 
number  of  resident  voters,  which  did  not 
much  exceed  300, 66  had  received  bribes 
from  sir  M.  M.  Lopes,  who  had  expended 
SflOOL  at  the  last  election,  in  bribery  and 
treating,  through  a  banker,  Mr,  J, 
Gribbl^  The  out  voters,  who  amounted 
to  about  240,  received  20^.  a-piece;  the 
resident  electors  5L  Mr.  Gribble  had 
stated,  that  the  London  voters  in  sir  M. 
Lopes's  interest  claimed  and  received 
2&  more  appiece,  because  Mr.  Omma- 
nev's  said  tney  had  been  so  paid.  The 
noble  lord  submitted,  after  detailing  these 
and  other  fiicts,  that  the  committee  were 
justified  in  the  opinion  they  offered  to 
the  House.  The  number  of  voters  was 
considerable.  The  modes  of  acauiring 
the  freedom  of  the  borough  were  thre»~ 
birth,  servitude,  or  creation.  The  com- 
mittee were  anxious  to  increase  the  nump 
her  of  freemen,  that  such  disgraceful  pro* 
oeedings  as'*hsd  lately  taken  place  should 
not  a«un  occur.  The  noble  lord  ex- 
pressM  a  wish  that  some  member,  more 
able  and  better  acouainted  with  the 
subject  than  himselr,  would  oriffinate 
some  measure,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
solutions of  the  committee,  should  those 
resolutions  be  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Sir  •/.  Nennori  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  noble  lora  would  follow  up  the  pro- 
ceedings already  instituted,  with  such  ul- 
terior measure  as  might  be  best  calculated 
to  support  the  dignity  of  the  House. 
When  bribery  had  been  proved  to  have 
existed  in  Barnstaple  to  such  a  gross  ex- 
tent—when it  was  shown  that  the  tradeof 
manuAictoring  members  of  parliament  had 
been  carried  on  there  with  such  unblush- 
ing effrontery— it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  House  should  punish  the  offence 
and  diow  that  it  was  laudably  anxious  at  the 
same  time  to  secure  its  own  dignity  and 
the  wdfare  of  the  community. 
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Lord  Cmufhm  Mud,  that  tliii  measure 
eould  not  be  in  better  bends  theh  in  those 
of  his  noble  friendi  and  in  the  nMne  of  the 
committee,  added,  that  all  theratobers  of 
it- would  be  extremely  willing  lo  afford  him 
OTery  assistance. 

Mr.  Bennet  concurred  in  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  the  noble  lord,  and  hoped 
the  measure  would  be  followed  up  to  the 
utmost* 

Mr.  IT.  SmUh  said,  it  Was  a  long  che- 
rished principle  of  his  mind  that  some  re- 
form was  necessary  in  the  constitution  of 
that  Houses  but  he  also  felt  that  unless 
tfome  reform  were  effected,  as  well  in  the 
electors  as  in  the  elected,  no  effective 
good  could  be  attained.  He  hoped  mea- 
eures  such  as  were  now  recommended, 
would  have  the  effect  of  introducing 
some  more  extensive  reform,  but  af 
thoiTgh  he  might  not  obtain  all  he  de- 
aired,  he  was  happy  to  take  whatever  he 
could  get* 

Mr.  Blake  ihought«  that  though  this 
fight  had  been  abuMd  by  the  electors,  the 
borough  ought  not  therefore  to  be  dis« 
flranchised. 

Mr.  tl^.JBmkh  explabed  his  ideas  of 
parliamentary  reform,  which,  he  Said  had 
never  extended  to  the  absurd  doctrines 
of  universal  suffrage  and  annual  parlia- 
ttients. 

Mr.  Wjfhn  observed,  that  the  practice 
t»f  parliament  was  not  to  disfranchise  the 
iborough,  but  to  increase  the  number  of 
'Voters  from  the  adjacent  hundreds.  In 
4e  present  case,  the  corruption  was  made 
out  so  dearly,  thiit  the  noble  lord  Would 
probably  see  the  propriety  of  introducing 
m  biM  With  ft  view  to  prevent  the  repetition 
«f  such  disgraceful  scenes.  He  Was  sure 
that  every  member  Would  gladly  tend  his 
assistance  towards  forwarding  such  a 
saeature. 

Mr.  Alderman  He^al^  admitted,  that 
eorrupticta  had  been  proved  to  a  great 
extent  in  Barnstaple,  and  hoped  it  might 
be  punished  with  the  utmost  severity; 
l^dt  the  Hous^  should  pause,  and  eonsim 
whether  they  might  not  strengthen  the 
interests  of 'One  part  of  the  corfrmunity  at 
the  expense  of  the  rest.  Should  boroughs 
be  deprived  of  their  exclusive  represetota^ 
Sion,  and  the  right  of  eleetion  be  dWiNHl 
open  to  the  hoOdred,  the  interests  of 
the  trading  tod  Oornmefeial  parts  of  the 
«ottmunity  might  be  saorifloeo  to  those  sf 
ngtiotfhure. 

Mr*  Qordmt  said  that  be  MiM  iuppoiTt 
the  principle  of  indodh^  ilie  hnodfed, 


fbr  the  very  reason  that  the  worthy  alder* 
man  opposed  it,  namely,  that  it  would 
give  a  preponderance  to  the  landed  inter- 
ests. He  thought  the  best  way  of  put* 
ting  fxk  end  to  th^  foolish  clamour  raised 
out  of  doorsv  about'  annual  parliaments 
and  universal  snffirage  Was,  to  reform  each 
corrupt  borough,  as  its  corruption  beoane 
known,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  was  pro* 
posed  to  reform  that  of  Barnstaple.  The 
best  answer  to  these  senseless  and  noisy 
demagogues  was,  fbr  the  House  to  show 
that  It  was  always  ready  tp  do  its  duty 
when  called  upon. 

The  first  Resolution  was  agreed  tp ;  and 
oh  the  second  being  read. 

Lord  Clroe  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
press  himself  forward  on  a  task  of  this  na- 
ture ;  yet  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  desire  of 
the  House  that  he  should  proceed,  be  wa« 
willing  to  ob^.  His  lordship  concluded 
with  moving  ror  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  tor 
prevent  bribery  and  corruption  at  the  dee« 
tlon  of  members  to  serve  in  parliametii 
for  tlie  borough  of  Barnstaple. 

Mr.  JVynn  tdtommbUded  the  aidoptfotf 
of  a  resolution  as  a  fdondation  for  the  biH 
to  be  introduced,  and  the  fdlloWing  rest^ 
lotion  Was  arreed  to :  **  That  it  appears  to 
the  House  that  a  generdl  system  of  cor-- 
ruption  was  practised  at  the  last  electioti 
for  the  borough  of  Barnstajple.''.  Leave 
was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  bfll,  and  H 
was  ordered,  that  the  Speaker  do  ndt  isiud 
his  warrant  for  making  out  a  neW  writ  fbr 
th^  borough  of  Barnstaple  until  the  9Mt 
of  April  Mh  Wjrnn  thought  that  the 
House,  having  thus  escertairmd  the  exist- 
ence of  the  crime,'  ought  to  proceed  to 
the  pniiishment  of  the  delinqilent.  It  #ai 
thetefore,  on  hii  motioh,  ordered,  **  That 
the  Attomey*geneinl  be  directed  to  pro- 
secute sir  Manasseh  Masseh  Lopes  for  Br^ 
bery  at  the  last  Election  for  Bamafaple.'* 
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Bavk  ov  EvoLAira— Cas^  PAf« 
miiTS.]  The  Earl  of  Harm^  ptre- 
seoted  a  Report  from  the  See^et  CocMhit- 
teo  splinted  by  the  HouiS  to  ittqoire 
hito  tne  itaf«  of  Ihe  Batik  with  reference 
to  the  4^estion  of  the  Resumption  of 
Cash  Payments.  The  tepent  stated  dm 
ootiod  by  the  Bisnk  of  their  hitemidn  of 
paying  hi  oartii  cerufn  notes  issued  pfM 
9^  I8l7,'#hidh  hc^ce  bad  been  acted  lipen 
and  had  cAueed  *  considerabie  drain  itf* 
I spedey and foeMMhended,  wi*iite#t# 
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tlio  more  ipeedy  and  eSectaal  Refuinp- 
tioo  of  Cash  Payments  generally,  that  the 
Bank  should  be  prohibited  from  paying  in 
gold  the  notes  for  the  payment  of  which 
iuch  notice  had  been  given.  His  lordship 
stated  his  intention  of  bringing  forward  a 
legislative  measure  to-morrow,  in  unison 
with  the  recommendation  contained  in 
the  report,  with  a  view  to  the  speedy 
passing  of  which,  he  should  move  that 
certain  of  the  Standing  Orders  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  to-morrow,  ip 
order  to  their  suspension. 

Earl  Grey  expressed  his  astonishment 
at  the  proposition  which  had  so  onex- 
pectedl  V  been  made,  and  which  had  filled 
nim  with  dismay  and  confusion.  He  felt  it 
difficult,  mdeed,  on  so  sudden  and  un* 
lookedofor  a  proposition,  to  collect  his 
thoughts  upon  the  subject  sufficiently  to 

S*ve  an  opinion.  They  were  now  in 
e  fifth  year  of  peace,  and  the  twenty* 
third  since  the  nrst  restriction  on  cash 
payments  at  the  Bank.  Afker  repeated 
promises  on  the  part  of  ministers,  which 
nad  never  been  lulfiUed,  they  at  length 
came  to  a  period  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session,  when  inquiry  was 
proposed  with  a  view  to  the  resumption  of 
cash  payments,  which  all  deairea;  they 
were  even  told  that  there  was  a  period 
aomewhere  about  last  October,  when  there 
would  have  been  little  difficulty  in  the 
Bank  resuming  cash  paymenta,  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  the  House 
of  Commonsi  had  congratulated  parlia- 
ment that  there  was  already  a  virtual 
fetum  to  cash  payments  effected  by  this 
very  measure  of  paying  notes  dated  prior 
to  1817.  Could  it  possibly  have  been 
aupposed,  after  all  this  that  a  proposition 
would  be  brought  forward  to  annul  this 
very  measure  on  the  part  of  the  Bank, 
which  was  thus  made  thesubjectof  so  much 
complacent  congratulation.  What  was  to 
be  inferred  from  such  conduct  on  the 
part  of  his  majesty's  ministers?  No 
other  conclusion  could  be  drawn  than 
this— that  their  late  conduct  with  regard 
to  the  Bank,  their  late  declarations  and 
congratulations,  were  founded  either  in 
follv  or  in  fraud.  Either  their  conduct 
bao  arisen  from  ignorance,  or  it  was  the 
result  of  deliberate  deceit.  Out  of  this 
dilemma  they  could  not  escape;  either 
they  knew  noOiing  of  the  subject  res- 
pecting which  they  promised  so  much,  or 
they  were  deliberately  deceiving  those 
who  listened  to  them.  How  wjw  he  to 
judge  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure 
(VOL.XJCKIX.) 


now  proposed,  when  all  information  was 
withheld?  Undoubtedly,  there  were 
some  members  on  the  committee  whom 
he  highly  esteemed  and  respected  but 
was  confidence  in  them  to  supersede  his 
functions,  and  suspend  his  pnvilege  as  a 
member  of  the  legislature  ?  He  could 
conceive  no  necessity  for  such  a  measure 
short  of  that  which  operated  in  1797,  to 
induce  the  privy  council  to  suspend  cash 

Payments  at  the  Bank ;  and  if  that  case 
ad  occurred,  he  contended  that  the  same 
course  ousht  to  have  been  resorted  to; 
namely,  that  the  privy  council  should^ 
upon  their  responsibility,  have  directed 
the  suspension  of  cash  payments  at  the 
Bank,  and  then  would  nave  come  the 
l^itinuUe  functions  of  parliament  to  in- 
vesti^te  the  grounds  on  which  that  de- 
termmation  baa  been  come  to.  This,  be 
maintained,  would  have  been  the  ri^ht 
and  proper  course;  and  that  the  practice 
whicn  seemed  oflate  to  be  increasing,  of 
ministers  interposing  the  shield  of  parlia- 
ment between  them  and  their  responsi- 
bility, broke  in  upon  the  proper  and  con- 
stitutional functions  of  parliament,  and 
led  to  consequences  that  no  man  could 
foresee  or  foretel.  He  had  felt  it  hi^ 
duty  to  say  thus  much  upon  the  very 
unexpected  proposition  brought  forward 
by  the  noble  earl,  and  against  which  he 
must  now  decidedly  and  solenmly  protest. 
The  Earl  of  Harrowbv  said,  he  had 
not  given  any  notice  in  nis  situation  as 
one  of  the  king's  ministers,  but  in  hia 
capacity  as  chmrman  of  the  committee^ 
by  whom  this  report  had  been  unani- 
mously agreed  to.  Neither  was  there 
the  least  foundation  for  the  supposition 
that  this  measure  was  required  on  the 
part  of  the  Bank;  on  the  contrary,  there 
was  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  ability  of 
the  Bank  to  make  good  all  their  engage- 
ments. The  reason  for  the  measure  was 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  in 
order  to  ensure  at  the  earliest  period,  the 
permanent  resumption  of  cash  payments, 
It  waa  expedient  to  pass  the  measure  al- 
luded to.  As  to  what  had  been  said  by 
the  noble  earl  regarding  an  order  in  coun- 
cil as^  in  1797 ,  Siere  was  no  analogy  be- 
tween the  two  periods.  In  the  former 
case,  parliament  was  not  sitting,  whilst 
in  the  present,  parliament  was  not  only 
sittmg,  out  had  actually  entered  into  the 
investigation  of  the  subject.  How. 
then,  could  it  be  said  with  any  regard 
to  constitutional  principles,  that  the  privy 
council  ought  at  all  to  have  iatcrfeced} 
(♦U) 
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The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  saidy  tbat  if 
the  noble  earl  meant  that  the  committee 
were  unanimous  in  the  report,  he  denied 
that,  as  he  had  dissented  from  it,  but  if 
the  noble  earl  meant  {acquiescence  in  the 
object  of  the  report,  he  undoubtedly  ad- 
mitted that  he  acquiesced  in  the  views 
of  those  who  had  agreed  to  the  reporti 
and  he  should  feel  himself  called  upon  to 
support  the  bill  when  it  came  before  the 
House. 

Lord  Holland  commented  upon  the 
extraordinary  nature  of  the  proposition 
of  which  notice  had  been  given,  combined 
with  the  extraordinary  rapidity  with 
which  it  appeared  to  be  intended  to  hurry 
it  through  the  House.  He  agreed  with 
his  noble  friend  (earl  Grey),  tbat  minis- 
ters had  by  their  conduct,  with  reference 
to  this  subject,  convicted  themselves 
either  of  ignorance  or  deceit,  the  mea- 
9ure  now  proposed  being  decidedly  at 
variance  with  all  that  they  had  for  some 
time  past  hqld  out  on  the  question  of  the 
resumption  of  cash  payments.  But  what 
did  the  noble  earl  ^Harrowby)  say  for 
this  measure?  Dia  he  not  institute  a 
suit  against  the  Bank,  and  by  alleging 
that  the  Bank  ought  to  be  prevented  from 
paying  the  notes  which  they  had  given 
notice  they  would  discharge  in  cash,  in 
point  of  fact,  charge  that  body  with  hav- 
ing adopted  a  measure  either  in  perfect 
ignorance  of  what  efiects  would  be  pro- 
ducedj  or  that  must  necessarily  retard 
the  general  resumption  of  cash  payments ; 
for  this  was  the  character  given  to  these 
notices  of  the  Bank  by  the  noble  earl  and 
the  committee?  Amidst  this  incon- 
sistency no  reason  had  been  alleged,  why 
the  House  should  be  called  upon  to  pass 
with  unexampled  rapidity  a  measure  tike 
the  present,  and  therefore  he  should 
solemnly  protest  against  it.  He  de- 
cidedly objected  to  the  practice  of  neu- 
tralizing the  functions  of  the  legislature 
by  calling  upon  its  members  to  decide,  in 
the  first  instance,  upon  measures  which 
ought  to  originate  with  the  ministers  upon 
their  own  responsibility,  and  then  come 
before  parliament  for  the  exercise  of 
their  discretion  a?  to  the  grounds  upon 
which  such  measures  had  been  adopted. 
He  agreed  therefore  that  tbe  proper 
course  would  have  been  for  an  order  in 
council  to  have  issued  to  prevent  the  Bank 
from  paying  in  specie  the  notes  they  had 
given  notice  to  pay,  and  th^n  it  would 
have  been  for  parliament  to  decide  upon 
the  grounds  of  that  measure. 


Paymmis, 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  disclaimed  Ae 
idesr  that  any  necessity  esi^ed  ob  thm 
mirt  of  the  Bank  for  this  measure.     Tiio 
Bank  were  perfectly  able  to  make  goi^A 
all  their   engagements;    nor   did    they 
desire  or  call  for  any  measure  of  this  de^ 
cription.    It  was  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, without  reference  to  any  desii^, 
or  otherwise,  on  the  part  of  the  Bank, 
that  the  object  which  all  equally  desired 
could  not  be  attained  within  any  period 
that  was  desirable,  if  the  Bank  were  al- 
lowed to  continue  paying  a  certain  por^ 
tion  of  their  notes  in  spede.    This  partial 
payment  in  specie  so  involved  the  ques- 
tion, and  so  precluded  the  obtaining  the 
requisite  information  to  enable  the  conn- 
mittee  to  form  a  judgment  upon  the  sub- 
ject, that  it  was  thought  essentially  ne- 
cessary that  this  pattial  payment  in  specie 
should  be  put  an  end  to  for  a  time,  ia 
order  that  the  general  payment  in  specie 
might  be  accelerated.    As  to  the  argu- 
ment that  this  ought  to  have  been  done  aa 
in  1797,  by  an  order  in  council,  it  was 
merelv  necessary  to  answer,  that  the  two 
periods  had  no  similarity.    In  1797,  the 
parliament  was  not  sitting,  and  tbe  privy 
council  was  called  upon  to  act,  in  con^ 
sequence  of  information  communicated  by 
the  Bank,  and  they  wisely  restrained  the 
Bank  from  paying  in  specie,  and  threw 
themselves  upon  parliament  for  mdemnity. 
But  how  was  the  case  now  ?    Parliament 
was  not  only  sitting,  but  each  House  had 
appointed  a  committee  expressly  to  in- 
vestigate the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  whidi 
committee  had  been  sitting  for  upwards 
of  two  months,  and  had  used  the  greatest 
diligence  in  collecting  evidence  and  in- 
formation ?    How  could  the  privy  coun- 
cil act  in  such  a  case  ?    How  could  the 
privy  council  know  what  evidence  had 
been    adduced    before   the  committee  f 
How,  then,  could  the  privy  council  come 
to  any  determination  upon  what  they  dHA 
not  know  ?    Had  the  privy  council  veor 
tured  upon  such  a  step,  would  there  not 
have  been  speeches    without  end  front 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side,  protesting 
against  such  an  unconstitutional  assttmp«> 
tion  of  power  ?     He  was  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  it  would  have  been  contraiy 
to  all  constitutional    principles  for  the 
privy  council  to  have  assumed  such  a 
power  during  the  sitting  of  parliament; 
and  he  could  not  but  consider  the  arga- 
ment  of  the  noble  earl  as  extremely  un- 
eonstitutional.    He  perfectly  well  recol- 
lected that  the  assumption  of  such  a 
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poorer  by  the  priTj  eDiincil  in  1797, 
thoagh  called  for  by  DeceMity,  and  when 
parliament  was  not  sitting,  was  decidedly 
Dbjeeled  to,  as  unconfttitutiodal,  by  the 
late  Mr.  Pox,  who  argued  that  parliament 
ought  to  have  been  immediately  assem* 
bled. 

The  Marquis  of  Latudownewtm  anxious 
that  no  impression  should  go  forth  to  the 
publicy  that  there  was  any  necessity  for 
the  proposed  measure  arismg  out  of  the 
aifiitrs  of  the  Bank.     The  fact  was,  that 
the  Bank  were  perfectly  able  to  fulfil  all 
their  engagements,  and  that  no  measure 
<>f  this  sort  was  desired  on  their  part.    It 
was  the  opinion  of  the  committee^  that  by 
bUowtng  a  partial  payment  in  specie  to 
Dperate  in  the  way  it  aid,  that  permanent 
resumption  of  cash  payments,  which  was 
00  mueh  desired,  would  be  retarded. 
•    Earl  Grey  could  not  agree  that  any 
ground  bad  been  stated  for  passing  rapidly 
through  that  House  such  a  measure  as 
that  which  was  to  be  proposed,  nor  could 
he  a^ree  that  any  thing  short  of  the  im- 
pendmg  ruin  of  the  Bank,  as  In  1797, 
could  jostify  such  a  measure.    He  still 
thought,  that  the  regular  cotirse  would 
have  been  for  an  order  in  council  to  hate 
issued.    As  to  what  was  reported  to  have 
been  said  by  Mr.  Fox  against  the  exercise 
Of  sueh  a  power,  he  could  only  say  that 
he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  in 
1797,  and  had  no  recollection  of  any  such 
Objection  having  been  urged  by  Mr.  Fox. 
tie  (earl  Grey)  at  that  period  said,  and  he 
tras  entitled  to  take  credit  to  himself  for 
his  foresight,  that  the  restriction  in  cash 
payments   then  imposed   would  not  be 
ended  in  the  way  anticipated  by  some, 
but  that  it  would  last  for  a  much  longer 
period  than  the  greater  number  of  those 
who   supported   it  lookM  forward    to. 
They  had  now  seen  how  long  the  restric- 
tion had  lasted ;  and  when  it  was  said  that 
this  measure  was  to  be  brought  forward 
to  hasten  the  period  of  the  termination 
t>f  the  restriction,  he  could  not  but  con- 
sider   that  it   was   entirely  a  pretence, 
lind  that   the   restriction   was  likely  to 
Continue   much  longer  than   was   now 
again  attempted  to  be  anticipated.    He 
thought    the    measure    pregnant    with 
danger,  but  aware  as  he  was  that  sevend 
ef  his  noble  friends  took  a  different  view 
efthe  subject,  he  despaired  of  being  able 
to  produce  a  contrary  impression,  and  he 
ioubted  whether  he  should  attend   to- 
Inorrow.     There  being  now  a  question 
behm  the  House,  Ae  only  mode  he  could 


resort  to  was  to  move  that  the  Hoiise  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  £arl  oVLauderdak  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  stating,  that  there  was  nothing 
whatever  in  the  situation  of  the  Bank  that 
called  for  such  a  tncasure,  that  body  being 
perfectly  able  to  fulfil  all  its  engagements. 
The  measure  was  recommended  on 
grounds  thiit  were  wholly  distinct  from 
any  relation  to  the  state  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Bank. 

The  question  of  adjournment  was  put 
and  negatived.  The  standing  orders  were 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  to- 
morrowi  and  the  Lords  to  be  summoned. 


^m 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday^  April  5. 

Mr.  Wtmdham  Quin.]  Mr.  Avar 
Ellis  withdrew  the  notice  which  hehiid 
given  for  a  motion  for  an  address  to  re- 
move the  hon.  W.  Quiofrom  the  situation 
of  Gustos  Rotulorum  of  Limerick.  In  doing 
this  he  wished  to  explain  that  he  had 
intended  to  found  the  address  on  the 
resolutions  which  the  House  had  already 
adopted  resp^ctio|^  that  member.  On 
reperusing  those  Resolutions  be  was  shaken 
in  his  opiniori;  and  eeyeral  gentlemen  of 
more  parliamentary  experience  whom  be 
had  consulted,  thought  that  the  words  of 
those  resolutions  were  not  strong  enough 
to  warrant  the  proceeding  he  had  cdntem* 

Elated.     In  what  he  had  done  he  had 
een  actuated  by  nothing  but  a  sense  of 
duty. 

First  Report  from  thr  Bank  or 
England  Committee  —  Cash  Pay- 
ments BiLL.3  Mr.  Peel,  from  the  Secret 
Committee  on  the  afiairs  of  the  Bank  pre- 
sented the  following  ^^po^t : 

First  Rbfort  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee,   ON   THE    EXPEDIENCY  OF 

THE  Bank  Resuming  Cash  Pay- 
ments. 

The  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  to 
consider  of  the  state  of  the  Bank  of 
England^  with  reference  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  Resumption  of  Cash 
Payments  at  the  period  fixed  by  law, 
and  into  such  other  matters  as  are 
connected  therewith ;  and  to  report 
to  the  House  such  information  rela- 
tive thereto,  as  may  be  disclosed 
without  injury  to  the  public  inter- 
ests, with  th^r  ObserYations  there- 
upon*— 
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«  Are  engaged  in  deliberating  upon 
their  report,  which  they  hope  to  be  able 
to  present  to  the  House  on  an  early  day 
after  the  approadiing  recess. 

"  The  committee  having  a  confident 
expectation  that,  in  that  report,  they  shall 
be  enabled  to  fix  a  period,  and  recommend 
a  plan,  for  the  final  remov^  of  the  present 
restriction  on  the  Bank,  think  it  their 
duty  to  submit  to  the  House,  that  the 
execution  of  any  such  plan  would,  in  their 
opinion,  be  materially  obstructed  and  de- 
layed by  41  continuance  of  the  drain  upon 
the  treasure  of  the  Bank,  on  account  of 
the  engagement  of  the  Bank  to  pay  in 
cash  all  its  notes  outstanding,  of  an  earlier 
date  th^n  January  1st  1817,  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  payment  in  cash  of  fractional 
sums  under  5/. 

**  That  the  committee  therefore  think  it 
their  duty  to  suggest  to  the  House,  the 
expediency  of  passing  forthwith  a  bill, 
restraining  all  such  payments  in  gold 
coin,  until  the  report  of  the  committee 
shall  have  been  received,  and  considered 
by  the  House,  and  a  legislative  measure 
passed  thereupon." 

The  Keport  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Peel  then  said,  that  in  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  founded  on  the  Re- 
port which  had  been  read,  he  was  relieved 
by  that  Report  from  the  necessity  of  of- 
fering more  than  one  or  two  observations ; 
both  because  they  would  be  premature, 
and  because  the  committee  itself  had  al- 
leged sufficient  grounds  for  the  proposi- 
tion. The  object  of  the  bill  for  whicn  be 
moved,  would  be  to  restrain  the  issue  of 
sovereigns  for  fractional  payments  under 
5/.  in  consequence  of  notices  issued  in  the 
course  of  1816-17,  in  which  they  under- 
took to  pay  in  specie  all  notes  dated  pre- 
viously to  the  1st  of  Jan.  1817*  In  con- 
sequence of  these  notices  issued  by  the 
Bank  with  the  best  intentions,  the  treasure 
of  that  body  had  sufiered  a  very  consider- 
able drain.  Accounts  hadi>een  presented 
to  the  House,  of  the  issues  of  sovereigns 
between  the  1st  Jan.  1816,  and  the  1st 
Jan.  of  the  present  year,  and  in  that  time 
it  appeared,  that  4,500,000/.  had  been 
issued  from  the  Bank.  Subsequently  to 
the  l«t  Jan.  last,  it  also  appeared  that 
700,000/.  more  had  been  issued ;  so  that 
the  whole  that  had  been  issued  by  the  Bank 
since  Jan.  1816,  amounted  to  5,200,000/. 
The  issue  of  that  treasure  had  not  been 
attended  with  any  good  to  the  nation; 
and  he  thoughl;,  indeed,  it  might  have 
foreseen^  that  unless  this  issjie  had  been 


accompanied  by  a  simultaneouB  reducsticHa 
of  the  number  of  bank-notes,  the  sold 
would  find  its  way  to  those  places  where 
there  was  a  greater  demand  for  it.  There 
was  little  doubt  at  present  as  to  the  place 
of  its  destination ;  for  by  a  repqrt  of  the 
minister  of  finance  in  France,  it  appearedp 
that  within  the  first  six  months  of  the  last 
year,    125  millions  of  francs  had  been 
coined  at  the  Prench  mint,  three-fourths 
of  which,  it  was  understood,  had  been  de- 
rived from  the  gold  coin  of  this  realm. 
This  sum  of  125  millions  of  francs,  at  the 
par  of  exchange,  was  about  five  milliona 
sterling,  three-fourths  of  which  had  been 
drawn  from  the  Bank  of  England.— The 
object  of  the  bill  would  be,  to  restrain,  till 
the  expiration  of  the  present  session  of 
parliament,  issues  of  cash  in  the  manner 
ne  had  described.    The  delay  would  en« 
able  the  House  to  consider  the  subject 
and  to  take  the  measures  which  the  com- 
mittee might   hereafler   suggest.     The 
reasons  for  this  measure  lay  within  a  short 
compass.    Whenever  the  time  came  for 
removing  the  restriction,  a  large  sum  in 
cash  would  be  necessary ;  that  sum  con* 
siderably  exceeded  the  sum  which  the 
Bank  had  at  present  in  its  possession; 
and  as  it  was  manifest,  that  any  dimina« 
tion  of  this  sum  would  not  be  productive 
of  any  advantage  to  the  country  by  its 
immediate  efiects,  so  it  was  also  plain, 
that  Uiis  diminution  of  its  treasure  would 
make  the  Bank  more  unable  to  return  to 
cash  payments,  and  would  therefore  tend 
to  postpone  the  period  for  the  termination 
of  thct  restriction.    It  was  for  these  rea* 
sons,  and  in  the  fullest  confidence  that  it 
would  tend  to  hasten  the  period  of  cash 
payments,    that  he  should  propose  the 
measure.    The  committee  had  stated,  m 
their  Report,  that  they  confidently  ex- 
pected, tnat  after  the  recess  they  might 
be  able  to  propose  a  plan  for  the  speedy 
removal  of  the  restriction  on  cash  pay- 
ments :    these  expectations,    he  trustea, 
were  well  founded ;  and  he  could  add  to 
this,  that  h^  was  equally  confident,  that 
the  restoration  of  a  standard  of  value  in 
this  country,  as  invariable  as  the  nature 
of  things  admitted  of,  would  not  be  ac- 
companied by  those  inconveniences  which 
some  persons  had  apprehended.    He  then 
movea  <<  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
restrain  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  England  from  making  Paymenta 
in  Cash,  under  certain  Notices  given  by 
them  for  that  Purpose.'* — ^Mr.  Peel  then 
added,  as  it  was  or  the  highest  utility  that 
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the  mefltare  •boidd  pass  as  expeditiouslj 
M  poMibley  he  hoped  the  House  would 
eUow  it  to  go  through  its  sererel  stages 
that  evening. 

Mr.  Bratighim  said*  he  felt  himself,  in 
no  small  degree*  embarrassed  by  the  course 
taken  by  the  cliairman  of  the  Bank  Com- 
mitteei  and  the  House,  he  was  persuaded, 
would  feel  itself  in  the  same  embarrass- 
ment; for  a  measure  was  proposed  to 
them,  not  on  their  confidence  in  the  re- 
apop^le  advisers  of  the  Crown,  not  on 
tneir  acquiescenoe  in  the  arguments  of  a 
committee  of  their  own ;  but,  on  the  inti- 
mation of  some  particular  reasons,  and 
on  the  allegation  of  something  not  ex- 
plained, which  had  passed  In  the  commit- 
tee, they  were  callea  on  to  pass  a  measure 
of  great  importance,  not  only  without 
discussion,  but  without  the  possibility  of 
discussion.  This,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
was  an  extraordinary  proceedinff.  When, 
on  another  occasion,  a  great  legislative 
measure  was  found  necessary,  on  an 
emergency,  the  course  of  proceeding  was 
not  only  different,  but  directly  opposite. 
In  1797,  the  responsible  ministers  of  the 
Croirn  having  received  information  on 
which  they  could  rely,  of  the  danger 
which  attended  the  issues  from  the  Bank, 
issued  an  order  in  council  to  restrain  them, 
and  then  called  on  the  House  for  its  sanc- 
tion, not  suddenly  and  without  discussion, 
but  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  with  all  the 
opportunity  of  debate  which  the  forms  of 
the  House  allowed.  On  that  occasion, 
indeed,  the  House  was  not  put  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  facts ;  but  a  committee  was 
appointed,  and  on  the  report  of  that  com- 
mittee the  House  proceeded;  that  report, 
too,  was  accompanied  with  reasons,  and 
whatever  part  of  those  reasons  were 
founded  on  confidence  in  the  committee, 
they  hsd  at  any  rate  reasons,  the  validity 
of  which  they  had  ample  time  to  examine. 
The  objection  which  he  had  now  to  make 
was,  that  ministers  had  deviated  from  this 
precedent;  that  they  had  not  issued  an 
order  in  council,  and  recommended  to  the 
House  to  institute  an  inquiry,  or  to  refer  to 
the  committee  now  sitting  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  their  proceeding,  after  which 
a  measure  might  nave  been  passed  with 
every  opportunity  for  deliberation  and  dis- 
cussion. There  were  two  reasons,  on  one 
or  both  of  which  the  measure  might  be 
recommended— its  necessity  to  maintain 
the  credit  of  the  Bank,  or  its  subserviency 
to  ulterior  measures  which  the  committee 
night  have  to  recommend.  If  it  was  solely 


on  the  first  ground  that  the  measure  was 
proposed,  he  should  be  prepared  to  oppose 
It  in  all  its  stages,  and  even  to  meet  it 
with  that  kind  of  opposition  which  one  set 
of  the  forms  of  the  House  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  member,  and  which  was  pro* 
bably  intended  to  preserve  the  rest  of 
their  forms  from  violation.  It  would  be, 
perhaps,  one  of  the  most  unwarrantable 
kinds  of  proceeding,  to  commit  a  violent 
breach  of  the  forms  of  the  House  to  pro« 
tect  the  House  against  its  own  regulations* 
The  Bank  had  not  been  compelled  to  pay 
the  notes  issued  before  1817 ;  they  nad 
the  option  to  pay  or  not  to  pay ;  they 
save  tne  notice  of  payment,  and  they  were 
bound  to  make,  it  good.  If,  therefore,  the 
measure  had  been  founded  on  the  convex 
nience  of  the  Bank,  he  hsd  no  doubt  aa 
to  the  course  to  be  taken;  but  he  had 
more  doubt  when  it  was  put  upon  another 
ground,  which  he  took  to  be  toe  real  one; 
that  the  committee  not  bavins  finished  ita 
investigation,  but  having  made  a  certain 
progress  in  it,  not  seeing  exactl  v  to  what 
end  their  deliberations  would  lead,  had 
yet  srounds  for  supposing,  that  they 
should  conclude  by  proposing  a  measure 
of  another  nature,  to  the  accomplishment 
of  which  this  measure,  if  not  necessary, 
would  be  mainly  subservient.  Butwhea 
the  proposition  was  thus  stated,  tbe  ques- 
tion  arose,  why  should  this  measure  be 
hurried  through  the  House  with  such  ex- 
traordinary rapidity  ?  The  onestion  now 
came  to  a  balance  of  evils.  It  he  was  per- 
suaded that  tbe  measure  was  necessary^ 
and  that  if  delayed  for  three  or  four  days» 
it  would  be  wholly  nugatory,  he  might  be 
contaat  to  take  the  extraordinary  step 
which  was  recommended;  but  unless  the 
risht  lion,  mover,  and  the  other  members 
or  the  committee,  could  take  on  them- 
selves  to  say  this,  he,  for  one,  could  not 
consent  to  see  the  standing  orders  of  the 
House  violated.  The  right  boo.  gentle- 
man had  increased  their  embarrassment  in 
no  small  degree,  by  enterios  at  all  into 
the  argumenu  in  support  of  Uie  measure. 
Ifhe  had  said,  «*  we  cannot  remove  the 
veil  of  secrecy,  but  we  assure  you,  on  the 
credit  of  the  committee,  that  tbe  measure 
is  necessary ;  so  that  if  you  do  not  pass  it 
thus  rapidly,  you  may  as  well  not  pais  it 
at  all  r  be,  (Mr.  B.)  should  have  been 
more  disposed  to  agree  to  it  than  he 
was  at  present.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, however,  had  entered  into  a  state- 
ment of  the  reasons  of  some  part  at  least 
of  the  casciamihe  unavoidably  drew  then 
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into  a  dlscussioii.  He  had  toid  thfem  that 
the  consequences  might  have  been  fore- 
fleen  of  paving  the  notes  of  eertaiii  dates 
in  cash  without  a  simultanedns  redaction 
of  the  whole  number  in  circulation.  But 
was  there  any  pressing  evil  to  the  country 
to  be  anticipated  from  the  continuance 
for  tliree  or  four  days  longer,  of  the  ope- 
ration which  was  tlie  consequence  of  this 
measure  of  the  Bunk.  The  committee 
night  have  some  answer  to  this ;  but  was 
it  merely  on  the  reasons  which  had  been 
atatedi  to  be  taken  for  granted  that  if, 
during  two  or  three  years«  five  millions 
had  been  isstied  fVom  the  Banki  In  three 
€t  four  days  such  a  drain  would  take  place 
that  it  Was  worth  while  iobtetik  through 
all  their  rules  to  prevent  It  ?  The  com- 
mittee might  perhaps  have  evidence  that 
daring  the  few  days  that  would  interVeno 
the  itsile  of  citsh  would  be  seHously  in- 
creased ;  but  unless  this  ootkld  be  fthown, 
they  were  ndt  justified  in  calling  on  the 
House  for  this  violatien  of  itsproceedings. 
He  could  only  again  re|^t  that  the  mi^ 
ililteri  did  not  follow  more  closely  the 

Ereeedent  of  1797.  The  king's  ministers 
ad  inde^  on  that  occasion  derived  their 
information,  not  f^om  a  committee,  but 
frpui  private  sources ;  but  if  sonie  of  the 
fliiAistdrs  had  obtained  information  as 
Btembens  of  a  eommittee,  It  was  coni- 
petent  for  them  to  proceed  on  It,  as  if 
they  had  obtained  it  frooi  private  commu- 
nioation  with  the  Bank.  The  advisers  of 
^e  Crown  might  have  itsued  the  order, 
the  efMsequence  would  have  beent  that 
ittatead  of  hurry  they  would  have  had 
deliberation ;  they  would  have  had  all  the 
adi^anti^es  of  promptitude ;  there  would 
have  been  still  less  drain  on  the  Bank ; 
the  order  might  have  pasaed  this  morning, 
or  In  laat  Saturday's  Gazette;  and  the 
House  might  have  been  called  on  to  in- 
demnify them  for  what  they  had  done^ 
andi  if  they  saw  cause«  to  render  the  pro- 
hibition complete.  Having  stated  that 
nothing  should  have  induced  him  to  con« 
efur  ill  the  measure,  if  it  were  merely  in- 
tended to  support  the  credit  of  the  Bank, 
he  felt  it  necessary  to  explain,  that  if  he 
thought  the  stability  of  that  e^ablish- 
filent,  atld  through  it  the  mercantile  credit 
6f  the  country,  were  in  dtinger  from  the 
payment  of  old  notes  and  fractional  suins, 
flowever  he  niight  blame  the  Bank  foi' 
their  Improvidence^  he  should  have  felt 
ft  necessary  to  protect  the  comitry  fVom 
Ihe  consequences  of  this  imprudence. 
But  he  wifuid  not  conseat  to  Nheve  them 


from  ifai)  iBeonveniencies  of  thnr  own  rt- 
galationa,  though  he  was  convinced  the 
propoeeesof themeasuEO  would uie  ihM 
argument,  and  that  the  Bank  themael^M 
would  not  wish  it  to  be  miderstood  that 
their  own  cohVenience  was  concerned. 

Lord  CMtkteagh  said,   the  holi«  flttd 
leai^ned  gentleman  had  stated  his  optnioii 
so  fairly  to  the  House,   that  he  hoped 
there  wduld  be  in  the  and  no  diiference  dfi 
the  question.     If  the  measure  had  beeil 
brought  forward  siitiply  for  the  conTe- 
ni^nce  of  the  Bank  or  for  the  support  of 
its  credit,  it  would  have  been  unfit  that  it 
should  be  disposed  of  In  the  way  now  pro-^ 
posed.    But  they  might  discuss  the  mem^ 
sore  without  any  view  to  the  convenience 
or  credit  of  the  Bank ;  for  the  credit  of 
that  body  was  so  high,  that  there  would 
not  have  been  any  necessity  to  have  inter-* 
fared  between  the  Bank  and  its  credltora^ 
except  for  public  convenience^    He  ccm- 
curred  in  oflinion,  that  if  they  eould  itot 
make  out  other  groundt,   the  fiaeaaotii 
would  be  inexpedient  in  itselfi  as  well  aa 
uilfit  to  be  passed  thus  rapidly  through  the 
Houie.    Tne  whole  of  the  queatien  there- 
fore between  him  and  the  hori.  aftd  learned 
gentlemen  was  whetfaei^  (he  conratf  of  pto^ 
ceeding  now  adopted  was  the  proper  drte. 
or  whether  the  precedent  of  1797  shoald 
have  been  followed,  in  which  case  fh« 
executive  first  took  measures  and  cante  td 
parliament  for  approbation  and  tndeiiin?ty« 
but  there  was  this  marked  distinction  be-t 
tween  the  ease  of  1797  and  the  present^ 
that  though  parliament  then,  as  now,  waa 
sittiog,  yet  at  that  time  parliament  waa 
not  delioerating  on  any  measure  of  gt* 
neral  policy  with  regard  to  the  circtda-* 
tibn;   but  appreheniions  were  commtmi** 
cated  to  the  government,  that  the  issuei 
from  the  Bank  would  not  only  reduce  the 
coin  so  as  to  make  it  incat)able  of  supply* 
ing  the  purposes  of  circulation,  but  would 
deprive  the  public  of  the  means  requistte 
for  carrying  on  the  war.    It  was  there- 
fore felt  at  the  time,   that  it  belonged  to 
the  ministers  of  the  Crown  to  interpose  te 
protect  the  country  against  an  imminent 
danger.    The  circumstances  of  the  coon- 
try  were  now  totally  drflerent.    An  inquiry 
was  pending  as  to  the  means  of  resuming 
cash    payments.     It  would  hsive    been 
therefore  an  extraordinary  step  fbr  th^ 
ministers  of  the  Crown  to  interpose  IxM 
tween  the  House  and  its  committee,  and 
before  the  committee  or  the  Hous6  had 
come  to  a  decision  to  decide  themselves 
on  to  important  o  matter.    If  the  hidtu 
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and  learned  member  would  not  recpm- 
mend  Buch  a  step,  as  he  thought  be  could 
not,  what  could  be  more  proper  than  that 
the  recommendation  should  come  from 
the  committee  itself?  It  was  obvious,  that 
if  the  measure  was  to  be  passed  at  all,  it 
must  be  passed  with  all  the  rapidity  which 
the  forms  of  the  House  admitted  of.  The 
reason  of  the  proceeding  in  1797  was  bj 
the  promptitude  of  the  measure  to  guard 
against  the  evils  of  delay ;  and  the  House 
would  feel  the  necesnty  of  acting  in  this 
case  with  the  rapidity  which  was  then  at- 
tained by  an  act  of  the  executive  govern- 
meat.  The  recommendation  came  from 
the  committee,  in  the  purest  spirit  of  con- 
IribtttiBg  to  the  resumption  of  cash  pay- 
ments at  the  earliest  period.  The  hon. 
and  learned  member  understood  the  sub- 
jiect  too  well  not  to  know  that  in  propor- 
tion as  the  Bank  was  unnecessarily  drain- 
ed, the  period  of  the  restriction  would  be 
prolonged.  As  to  the  extent  to  which 
the  drain  on  the  Bank  had  already  gone, 
he  mi^ht  remark,  that  the  notices  of  the 
Bank  issued  at  a  time  when  the  exchanges 
were  fiivourable,  and  under  the  hope  of 
die  continuance  of  those  favourabk  ex- 
changes, were  proofs  of  the  bmAfide  in- 
tention of  that  body  to  resume  cash  pay- 
ments, and  showed  that  it  contemplated 
that  resumption  at  no  distant  period. 
His  right  hon.  friend  had  stated,  from  the 
jpaper  presented  to  the  House,  the  sum 
issued  by  the  Bank  in  sovereigns ;  but  if 
the5*  looked  to  other  descriptions  of  coin 
also,  the  sum  would  be  found  to  be  still 
larger  than  had  been  stated.  A  large 
mass  of  guineas  and  half  guineas  had  been 
issued,  and  if  the  sum  in  these  coins  and 
In  sovereigns  were  taken  into  account, 
the  whole  of  the  gold  thus  drained  from 
the  Bank  would  be  found  to  amount  to 
not  less  than  nine  millions  sterling.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  fairly 
said,  that  the  question  before  the  House 
was  a  balance  of  inconveniencies ;  but  he 
trusted  the  facts  would  support  the  mea- 
sure which  was  proposed.  To-morrow, 
or  the  next  day,  the  dividends  would  be 
in  the  course  of  payment,  and  he  under- 
stood that  no  less  than  S  or  400,000/. 
were  generally  paid  on  that  occasion  in 
fractional  payments.  If  the  measure  also 
'were  not  carried  through  as  fast  as  the 
accelerated  forms  of  parliament  would 
Admit,  a  notice  would  be  given  to  all 
liolders  of  notes  of  an  early  date  to  carry 
them  in  for  payment.  On  the  grounds, 
4herefore,  .that  the  precedent  of  1797 
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could  not  be  followed  consistently  wkh 
the  respect  due  to  parliament,  Qnd  on  the 
knowledge  that  the  time  for  parment  of 
the  dividends  was  so  near  at  hand,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  concur  in  speedily 
passing  the  measure. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  that  this  was  one  of 
the  most  important  measures  that  could 
be  brought  before  parliament ;  and  if  one 
thing  surprised  him  more  than  another,  it 
was  the  extraordinary  composure  with 
which  the  proposition  had  been  received; 
Since  the  order  of  council  in  1797,  the 
Bank  had  been  restricted  from  paying  iil 
carii;  hut  within  a  few  years  they  had 
been  allowed  to  resume  the  payment  in 
cash  of  all  or  any  part  of  their  notes,  giv- 
ing six  weeks  notice  to  the  Speaker. 
They  now  said  that  the  only  remaining 
chance  for  the  resumption  of  cash  pav^ 
ments,  that  is,  by  the  voluntary  act  of  the 
Bank,  should  be  taken  away.  The  Bank 
by  noticesof  1616  and  1817,had  agreed  to 
pay  in  cash  all  notes  dated  before  Jan.  1817: 
and  as  to  the  practice  of  paying  fraetioaal 
dividends  in  cash  it  had  prevailed  ever 
siooe  the  restriction.  It  was  notorious, 
that  many  individuals  had  collected  notes 
of  the  description  which  he  had  mentioned^ 
without  the  idea  of  immediately  turning 
thenbinto  sold,  but  satisfied  with  having 
by  them  wnM  they  could  at  any  time  ofcn 
tain  gold  for,  fortified  as  they  were  by  the 
promises  of  the  bank  and  the  faith  of  the 
legislature.  They  would  now  find  that 
the  promises  of  the  Bank  were  worth  no^ 
thing,  and  that  the  faith  of  the  legislature 
was  not  more  valuable  than  the  promises 
of  the  Bank ;  for  those  who  from  exces* 
sive  wariness,  or  perhaps  from  caprice 
(and  in  such  a  country  as  this,  a  man 
should  be  permitted  to  indulge  his  ca- 
prices in  relation  to  his  own  property) 
chose  to  possess  notes  convertible  into 
gold,  were  cut  off  by  an  act  of  parliament 
passed  through  each  House  in  a  single 
night,  from  the  property  which  was  gratr- 
f^ing  to  their  own  private  feelings.  In 
stating  the  matter  thus  dril}',  he  knew  not 
how  he  could  put  It  more  impressively 
than  in  that  shape.  But  il  would  be  said, 
n^essUas  tuprema  fax,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  examine  now  the  question  of  the  issues 
stood.  It  was  in  1817,  that  the  notices 
were  issued  under  which  the  payments 
were  made,  and  the  drain  had  gone  on 
from  that  time  to  this  without  answering 
any  other  purpose  than  to  enable  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  make  a 
speech,  to  say  that  cash  payments  were 
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inrtaally  resumed.    In  the  last  year  be 
had  brought  io  a  bill  for  continuing  the 

'  Restriction  act,  and  at  that  time  he  saw 
with  his  eyes  wide  open,  the  drain  which 
was  then  going  on  more  rapidly  than  at 
any  time  since,  yet  .he  took  no  step  to 
stop  it.    "What  was  the  time  when  this 
alarm  first  came  upon  him?    Why,  no 
•ooner  than  this  day  at  12  o'clock;  at  any 
rate,  he  believed  there  was  not  a  gentle- 
man in  the  committee  who  before  Satur- 
day had  heard  a  word  either  of  the  dan- 
ger or  the  remedy,  and,  for  his  own  part 
till  yesterday,  he  should  have  no  more 
thought  of  the  committee  making  such  a 
report,  than  of  their  doing  the  most  im- 
probable and  extravagant  thing  in  the 
world*    The  House  at  large  were  in  the 
dark,  from  knowing  too  little :  be,  on  the 
contrary,  was  in  a  difficulty  from  knowing 
too  much  as  a  member  of  the  secret  com- 
mittee, and  was  continually  afraid  of  let- 
ting some  ofhis  knowledge  out.  Astheright 
hon.  mover  had  stated  that  from  the  facts 
before  the  committee,  he  should  adduce 
reasons  for  passing  the  measure,   so  he 
(Mr.  T.)  could  bring  reasons  against  it, 
were  he  not  bound  to  secrecy.    But,  to 
mention  a  fact  that  was  no  secret ;— what 
had  been  the  conduct  of  the   Bank? 
Their  whole  object,  it  was  said,  was  to 
resume  cash  payments;  they  lived  in  the 
hope  of  it,  the  delay  of  it  was  misery.  The 
noble  lord  was  very  anxious  on  the  sub- 
ject :  he  had  laboured  to  prove,  that  the 
Jess  money  the  Bank  had,  the  less  they 
could  pay  (for  that  was  the  amount  of  his 
proposition);  but  as  for  the  Bank  they  felt 
no  alarm  whatever.  They  felt  anxiety,  per- 
haps, as  most  people  did  when  they  saw  their 
money  going  out  and  none  returning ;  but 
not  to  that  degree  that  they  came  to  any 
resolution  of  the  court  of  directors  on  the 
subject ;  and  so  quiet  were  they,  that  no 
conversation  had  taken   place  between 
the  governor  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  for  the  last  three  months.    He 

.  asked,  what  was  the  reason  for  so  rapidly 
passing  this  measure?  Why,  merely 
upon  a  mysterious  recommendation  from 
the  committee,  that  the  adoption  of  such 
a  measure  was  necessary,  in  order  to  en- 
able the  Bank  to  resume  payments  in 
cash.  But  it  was  said  by  the  advocates 
for  this  measure,  that  its  adoption  was  ne- 
cessary to  enable  the  Bank  to  resume 
cash  payments  at  spme  time— it  was  not 
stated  when.  Whether  he  should  ever 
live  to  see  that  time,  was  nothing  to  the 
jgoeation.    Bat  it  was  staged,  that  while 


goM  was  at  if.. Is.  an  ounce,  St  would  be 
quite  unjust  to  call  upon  the  Bank  to  issue 

Sold  at  the  rate  of  s/.  17<.  an  ounce.  The 
iank  would  no  doubt  suffer  a  loss  from 
this   difference.      But   then   some  -  loss 
would  at  any  time  belong  to  the  issue  of 
cash  payments,  and  to  that  losfr  the  BnUc 
must  submit.    The  difference    between 
the  Mint  and  market  price  of  gold,  arose 
out  of  the  issue  of  Bank  paper,  and  the 
advance  or  reduction  of  the  former,  de- 
pended upon  the  quantity  of  the  latter* 
To  the  Bank,  then,  it  belonged,  by  regu- 
lating its  issue  of  paper  to  reduce  the  no* 
minal  price  of  gold.    But  if  those  who 
had  the  management  of  the  Bank  thought 
proper  to  issue  gold  with  one  hand,  while 
they  issued  paper  to  an.  undue  extent 
witn  the  other,  and  the  cotisequence  was 
an  enhancement  of  the  price  of  gold,  why 
should  such  enhancement  be  pleaded  as  a 
reason  for   postponing  cash  payments  f 
To  admit  that  reason,  would  indeed  be  to 
allow  the  managers  of  the  Bank  to  profit 
by  their  own  tolly.    But,  allowing  that 
the  Bank  would  suffer  a  loss  of  certainly 
no  material  amount,  this  was  not  a  com- 
petent reason  for  suspending  the  princi- 
ples which  were   always  understood  to 
prevail  in  a  great  commercial  country.  It 
was  said,  on  the  part  of  the  Bank,  that 
they  did  not  ask  for  this  measure.    It  was 
indeed  only  on  Saturday  night  that  the  ex- 
pediency .of  such  a  measure  was  suggested 
by  two  hon.  gentlemen,  the  one  a  Bank 
director,  and  the  other  a  gentleman^  ne 
doubt,  of  mercantile  conseijuence.    But 
it  was  for  the  House  to  consider,  whether 
it  would  allow,  upon  such  a  suggestion^ 
all  its  usual  forms  to  be  suspended,  in 
order  to  carry  a  measure,  of  the  necessity 
for  which  it  had  no  evidence  whatever. 
For  himself,  he  was  free  to  say,  that  he 
did  not  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
agree  to  this  proposition.    In  his  judg- 
ment, it  was  quite  preposterous  to  main- 
tain, that  to  save  the  Bank  from  a  loss  of 
350,0(Xtf.  the   rules  and  orders  of  that 
House  should  be  suspended,  and  a  verv 
unusual  course  of  precipitancy  adopted. 
The  precipitancy  adopted  in  the  year 
1797  afforded  no  precedent   applicable 
to   the  present    proposition;  for  there 
was  no  analogy  between  the  two  cases.  In 
1797,  the  pressure  upon  the  Bank  and  the 
exigencies  of  war,  with  all  the  circum- 
stances of  that  extraordinarr  crisis,  fur« 
nished  reasons  for  hurry  which  did  not 
at  all  belong  to  the  present  times. 
Mr.  Bicario  began  by  req|uesting.  the 
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iodiilgciioe  of  the  Hoaie»  wbidi  he  beped 
iMjthouU  experienoBy  eipecially  as  he  was 
•beut  io  diapute  the  opinions  of  the  ri^c 
hoiu  geotleman  who  had  just  spoken  with 
io  flwch  eioqueoce«  It  appeared  to  him 
vtty  extraorainarjy  indeed,  that  the  Bank 
should  he  oaUed  upon  as  the  right  hon. 
gentfemanargiiedi  to  issue  gold  at  S/«  179. 
while  they  were  obliged  to  pay  4^  1«.  for 
that  ivery  goUU  Tbme  who  obtained  the 
gold  npea  eadi  terms  most*  of  bourse, 
profit  by  the  diflbrence»  and  they  ooold 
mihr  derive  that  profit  by  acting  contrary 
to  hnr— that  .wns  either  by  clandestinely 
exporting  the  gold,  or  by  neltine  it  down. 
Weald  parliament  consent  to  ulow  such 
•  •class  of  persons  to  obtain  profit  at  the 
-expense  of  the  Bank?  Such  a  class  was, 
iodeed^  he  apprehended,  tiie  very  last  to 
which  parliameot  would  consent  to  grant 
SHiy  peculiar  favour  or  protection.  That 
the  resumptioa  of  cash  payments  by  the 
Bank  must  be  preceded  by  a  reduction  of 
its  paper  issues,  was  quite  obvious.  But 
ihen  mat  jredoetion  ought  to  be  gradual, 
and  kk  ofder  to  enaUethe  Bank  to  resume 
its  cash  pqrnients,  snob  a  measure  as  that 
flow  proposed  appeared  to  him  essentially 
•oeoessary.  He  Approved  of  the  views  of 
4he  right  hoo.  gentleman  as  to  the  provi- 
aioB  of  an  adequate  guard  against  the 
feepetkton  of  the  dangers,  hitherto  result- 
ing fipoB  the '  improvident  conduct  of  the 
BmIc.  He  also  agreed,  that  before  the 
Book  could  par  in  gold,  it  must  take 
sneasures  to  replenish  its  coffers,  and  that 
to  replenish  its  oofiers  by  providing  an 
adequate  supply  of^old,  it  must  reduce  its 
issue  of  notes.  But,  with  a  view  to  enable 
the  Bank  to  resume  its  payments  in 
cash,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
proposed  measure  was  essentially  necea^ 
aary,  and  was  sorry  that  it  had  not  be- 
fisre  new  been  adopted. 

Mr.  Manning  regretted  that  the  right 
hon.  gentlenuin  opposite  should  have  ap- 
plied the  term  *V  stupid*'  to  the  proceed- 
ings hitherto  adopted  bjr  the  Bank.  The 
payments  in  specie,  which  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  this  bill  to  suspend,  had  been  made 
in  concurrence  with  the  wishes  of  parlia'> 
menL  If  the  step,  therefore,  on  the  part 
of  the  Bank,  was  a  stupid  one,  there  were 
others  to  share  in  the  stupidity  which 
attached  to  it.  Circumstances,  which 
could  not  have  been  foreseen  at  the  time, 
had  certainly,  to  a  great  extent  defeated 
the  intentions  of  the  Bank,  hi  making  the 

Siyments   to    which    he   alluded.    The 
ank  could  not  have  foreseen  the  nego- 
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vespeeting  the  French  loans,  the 
deficiency  in  the  harvest  of  1817,  thb 
great  importation  of  foreign  com,  and  the 
various  events  which  hsd  so  materially 
affected  the  foreign  exchanges,  and  disap- 
pointed the  views  of  those  who  thought 
the  course  taken  by  the  Bank  likely  to 
lead  to  the  best  results.  With  reference 
to  the  present  measure,  he  would  beg 
leave  most  distinctly  to  say  that  it  was 
introduced  without  the  previous  know- 
ledge or  desire  of  the  Bank.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  complained  of 
the  mode  or  introducing  the  measure.  On 
this  point,  all  he  should  say  was,  that  if 
any  other  course  than  the  present  were 
taken,  he  was  sure  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man would  have  been  louder  in  his  objec- 
tions to  it;  he  would  have  complained 
that  the  privy  council  had  interposed, 
and  deranged  the  labours  of  the  commit- 
tee. He  thought  the  present  to  be  the 
safest  course  of  proceeding  whieh  the 
House  could  adopt,  and  that  the  ri^ht 
hon.  gentleman's  oljections  were  Ui- 
timed  and  futile. 

Mr.  Daofef  considered  the  measure  as 
intended  only  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Bank,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  country. 
They  would  exchange  their  flimsy 
paper  for  gold,  and  inundate  the  country 
with  it. 

Mr.  GrenfM  could  not  concave  on 
what  ground  the  hon.  director  could 
assert,  that  the  measure  of  18)7  had  re^ 
ceived  the  concurrence  of  parliament.  If 
the  parliament  were  satisfied  with  one 
part  of  the  measure,  they  could  not  be 
said  to  be  satisfied  with  that  which  ac- 
companied it— *the  extension  of  the  Bank 
issue. 

Mr.  Manning  explained,  diat  all  he 
meant  to  state  was,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Bank  had  met  with  genend  approbation. 

Lord  A.  Hamibon  conceived  the-mea- 
sure  to  be  only  a  continuance  of  the 
system  of  restriction ;  with  this  difference, 
that  when  such  a  measure  was  proposed 
before,  some  grounds  were  stated  for  it, 
and  those  grounds  disonsaed ;  but  at  pre* 
sent  it  was  to  be  carried  without  any  dis» 
cussion  of  its  merits.  The  only  authority 
the  House  bad  was,  that  the  measure  was 
conceived  necessary  by  the  committee; 
but  why  it  was  so  conceived  was  not  ex* 
plained.  He  looked  upon  it  merely  as 
part  of  that  S3rstem,  where  the  government, 
professing  a  wish  for  the  resumption  of 
cash-payments,  were  still  determined  to 
act  with  the  Bank  in  preventing  them.     > 
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Sir  J^NetoporiBtidf  he  never  entertained 
a  stronger  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  any 
•  measure  than  of  that  before  the  House.  If 
he  were  an  advocate  for  the  continuance 
of  the  restriction,  he   would  most  cer- 
tainly oppose  the  present  motion ;  but  he 
would  support  it,  because  he  did  not  give 
.  credit  to  the  Bank  for  sincerity  in  their 
declared  willingness  to  resume  cash  pay- 
mentSy  and  wished  that  measure  to  be 
pressed  upop  them.    If  it  were  argued 
that  an  order  in    council  might   efiPcct 
'  what  this  measure  was  intended  to  secure, 
he  should  say,  that  he  did  not  know  any 
measure    more    dangerous    and    more 
•monstrous   than   such   a  one  would  be. 
When  the  House  had  confided  the  exa- 
mination of  the  matter  to  a  committee, 
who    had    the   best   possible  means   of 
getting  information  upon  it,  he  thought  it 


The  bon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  had 
only  objected  to  the  mode,  not  to  the 
principle,  of  the  proposed  measure ;  but 
the  mode  was  onl^  adopted,  in  order  to 
procure  that  celerity  in  its  progress  whicii 
could  not  otherwise  be  acquired.  The* 
House  must  feel  that  the  particular  rea* 
sons  which  induced  the  committee  to 
propose  this  measure  could  be  known  only 
to  such  members  as  composed  it,  and  that 
such  information  could  not  be  made  pub** 
lie  without  risking  the  advantaees  wnich 
were  expected  to  be  derived  from  it. 
Grounds  for  the  measare  supposed  to  ac« 
tuate  the  committee  were  assumed ;  but 
he  could  assure  the  House  that  he  should 
give  a  direct  contradiction  to  those  grounds 
did  he  not  believe  that  the  publicity,  of 
the  real  cause  would  only  tend  to  aggmv 
vate  the  evil  which  it  was  intended  to  avoid 


would  be  monstrous,  if  the  ministers  of    and  also  that  he  should  in  doing  so  be 


the  Crown,  who  could  not  be  supposed  to 
possess  such  information,  were  to  take  the 
matter  as  it  were  out  of  their  hands,  and 
advise  the  passing  of  such  an  order  in 
council;  which  order  would  afterwards, 
in  order  to  its  being  approved  by  the 
House,  in  all  probabdity,  be  sent  before 
the  same  committee  for  consideration. 
He  thought  that  it  was  sufficient,  that  the 
committee  had  stated  the  measure  to  be 
necessary  in  order  to  facilitate  the  eventual 
general  resumption  of  cash  payments. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  said,  it  was  a  bad  prece- 
dent, that,  without  any  information,  the 
House  should  be  called  upon  to  legislate 
in  this  hasty  way;  and  fpr  what? — that 
the  Bank  might  be  saved  tbe  issue  of 
700,000^.  in  speoie.  He  did  not  beHeve 
that  the«  Bank  could  or  ought  to  pay  at 
the  present  moment ;  but  was  it  worth 
while  to  suspend  the  regular  mode  of 
proceeding  in  the  House  &v  such  a  con- 
sideration? He  would  admit  that  the 
3ank  ought  not  to  resume  cash  payments 
until  they  were  enabled  to  do  so  in  full ; 
and  he  did  not  object  to  the  principle,  but 
to  the  mode  of  the  present  measure. 
.  Mr.  Canning  said,  the  particular  grounds 
of  the  measure  could  not  be  stated,  as 
ihat  would  tend  to  destroy  the  very  ob- 
ject which  the  committee  bad  in  view. 
The  House  had  appointed  a  committee  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  the  Bank  with 
respect  to  the  expediency  of  resuming 
cash  payments;  and  if  they  had,  as  he 
conceived  they  ought,  a  proper  confidence 
in  that  committee,  that  should  be  a  suffi- 
cient ground  for  adopting  a  measure 
which  they  had  declared  to  be  necessary. 


violating  that  secrecy  which  was  imposed 
upon  all  the  members  of  the  committee* 
It  had  been  said  that  the  mode  was  ob- 
jectionable, and  that  that  which  was 
adopted  in  1797  should  be  followed  im 
preference.  But  it  should  be  recollected, 
that,  in  1797,  the  government  did  adopt 
an  instantaneous  remedy,  by  the  orders  in 
council,  and  afterwards  came  to  parlia- 
ment for  its  sanction.  True  it  was,  thaC 
the  Bank,  if  it  pleased,  might  have  refused 
to  obey  those  orders  in  countil,  and  the 
creditors  of  the  Bank  might  have  disputed 
them ;  but  then  it  was  not  probable  they 
would,  and  it  was  seen  they  did  not.  The 
danger  was  seen,  and  the  remedy  was 
immediately  applied;  the  governaMt 
wisely  fudging,  that  a  discusalon  of  its 
merits  at  the  time  would  only  tend*  te 
augment  the  danger  which  it  was  intended 
to  avoid.  The  govemmtnt  at  the  present 
moment  could  not  know  officially  that 
this  measure  was  called  for.  .  It  was  tnie> 
that  some  of  its  ministers  formed  part  of 
the  committee,  hut  he  had  yet  to  learn 
that  they  could,  without  the  permission 
of  that  committee,  act  upon  any  inform* 
ation  which  they  might  derive  in  their 
capacity  as  members  of  it.  He  would  ad« 
mit  that  the  present  measure  might  look 
like  a  continuance  of  the  Bank  restric* 
tion ;  but  then,  what  was  tohe  done  when 
the  majority  of  the  committee  firmly  be* 
lieved  that  the  present  system  woula  lead 
to  danger,  and  that  they  could  not  ex* 
pect  to  come  to  that  result  which  waa 
ultimately  hoped/or,  unleas  thia  measure 
was  carried  ? .  '       t 

Lord  AUhorp 'oovid  not  allow  tbe  con* 
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•ideratioQ  of  .any  l^is  ibe  Bank  could 
•ualaio  betwoon  the  bullion  and  mini 
prioo  of  golds  to  weigh  with  him  in  the 
discufaion  of  ^  ^ueation.  If  the  Bank 
ahould  be  loacfrs  lo  their  endeavours  to 
repleniab  their  co&rsy  it  ¥raa  alio  to  be 
recollected  that  they  had  gained  consider- 
ably  by  the  restriction  on  cash  payments. 
It  was  not  enough  to  sajr  that  a  loss  would 
be  iocurredi  as  it  was  impossible,  under 
the  piesent  system,  ,to  return  to  a  metallic 
currency,  without  a  sacrifice.  He  could 
not  see,,  in  the  reasons  stated,  a  sufficient 
ground  for  hurrying  the  measure  in  op- 

fosition  to  the  standing  orders  of  the 
louse.  Every  man  conversant  with  the 
subject  Acknowledged  that  the  restriction 
of  their  issues  by  the  Bank  was  the  best 
prepforation  to  return  to  cash  payments. 
Any. measure  tbat».ii|  its  tendency,  led  to 
an  iiiterruption  to  that  event,  ought  to  be 
opposed.  Believing,  thereforct  that  the 
present  measure  would  operate  to  in- 
crease the  issues  of  the  Bank,  and  con- 
sequently to  increase  the  difficulty  of 
payment  in  specioi  he  could  not  acquiesce 
10  it. 

Mr.  Huikisam  said,  that  if  the  motion 
bad  only  for  its  object  to  protect  the  Bank 
from  the  loss  or  sacrifice  which  a  return 
to  cash  payments  would  produce  to  that 
corporation,  he  should  not  hsve  given  it 
his  support.  The  noble  lord,  however, 
bad  overlooked  the  main  Question;  namely, 
that  under  the  .present  drain  from  foreign 
countries,  it  was  impossible  that  the  trea- 
sure of  the  Bank,  it  passed  into  circular 
ftioni  could  remain  in  the  kingdom.  He 
woidd  venture  confidently  to  state,  that 
were  the  Bank  to  continue  its  partial  pay- 
ments in  specie,  and  endeavour  to  repur- 
chase at  any  price  the  treasure  it  expended 
it  would  not  advance,  but  retard  the  ob- 
ject which  the  House  and  the  country 
felt  as  most  important.  As  the  specie 
thus  circulated  would  not  remain  in  the 
country,  it  would  to  the  public  be  useless, 
and  aa  a&cting  the  return  to  cash  pay- 
ments, it  woumI  tend  to  make  that  more 
impracticable  to  the  Bank.  With  respect 
to  the  reoommeodation  of  the  secret.com- 
mittee,  it  was  to  be  viewed  as  a  prelimi- 
nary which  the  committee,  contemplating 
ulterior  measures,  calculated  to  prevent 
the  influence  of  the  events  that  now.  re^ 
tarded  the  return  to  cash  payments,  had 
prospectively  sonested. 

Mr.  EUicg  wuhed  to  state  his  cordial 
concurrence  in  the  measure  proposed  by 
the  committer  and  to  express  bis  regret 
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that  a  similar  committee  had  not  been; 
appointed  two  years  ago,  from  which  a 
similar  measure  might  have  emanated,  and 
saved  to  this  country  a  drain  of  nearly 
nine  millions  of  specie,  which  had  gone  to. 
enrich  the  treasury  of  France.  It  was, 
indeed,  some  confirmation  of  the  hopes  he 
had  ventured  to  express  at  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee,  that  the  most  be-: 
neficial  results  might  be  expected  from 
its  labours,  to  hear  a  measure  of  this  na- 
ture recommended  to  the  House  in  a 
report,  and  a  speech  from  the  chairman^ 
founded  on  principles  diametrically  oppo* 
site  to  those  on  which  the  financial  con- 
cerns of  the  country  had  been  conducted 
for  the  last  two  years  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  That  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  only  considered  to  what  rate  he  could . 
reduce  interest,  and  increase  the  tempta- 
tion to  capitalists  to  send  their  property 
abroad;  and  the  Bank,  to  render  the 
result  of  his  measures  more  certain,  had 
lent  their  aid,  by  giving  the  meiEins  to  per- 
sons so  disposea  to  invest  their  capital  in . 
an  issue  of  gold,  which  was  exported,  as 
soon  as  it  was  issued. 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  when  the  proper  time  arrived  to  enter 
upon  the  details  of  this  subject,  he  should 
be  prepared  to  show  that  there  was  no 
inconsistency  whatever  between  the  prin- : 
ciple  of  this  bill,  and  the  principle  which 
governed  his  other  arrangements  on  this 
subject.    He  only  regretted  that  the  mea- 
sure had  not  been  earlier  introduced.  The . 
fact  was,  that  hopes  were  entertained  last 
year  that  the  state  of  exchanee  might, 
nave  come  round,  and  obviated  toe  incon- 
veniences complained  of. 

The  House  having  resolved  into  a 
committee  on  the  Bimk  restriction  acts, 
leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bOl.  The 
House  having  resumed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  committed,  and 
reported,  da  the  motion,  that  it  be  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  Gumeu  said,  that  before  this  bill 
finally  passed,  he  could  not  abstain  from 
expressing  his  fear  that  the  measure  would 
be  productive  of  more  evil,  than  could  be 
compensated  by  any  good  that  might  be 
expected  to  accrue  from  it.  It  was. 
brought  forward  at  a  moment  of  |reat 
commercial  pressure,  and  great  suspiciont 
in  the  mooted  part  of  the  community, 
and  appeared  likely  to  occasion  a  degree 
of  alarm  extremely  to  be  deprecated. 
The  finding  parliament  run  through  a 
bill  in  this  hurried  manner,  to  prevent 
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the  Bank  from  perfonaiiig  iu  engage- 
ments, wisely  or  anwisdy  uada^  most 
tend  to  shake  all  confidence  in  any  of  their 
future  arrangements.  It  appeared  to  bkn 
a  measure,  at  least  singularly  timed.  The 
three  reasons  given  foe  gold  having 
reached  an  adventitious  price  were  the 
large  issues  of  Bank  notes,  the  demand 
for  gold  for  France  in  consequence  of  the 
payments  to  the  allied  powers,  and  the 
great  importation  of  corn.  The  Bank 
issues  were  lessened.  The  demand  for 
France  was  over.— The  ports  were  closed 
against  the  importation  of  com;— and 
now,  surely,  if  ever,  gold  might  be  ex- 
pected to  find  its  natural  level  in  this 
country.  In  saying  this,  he  wished  to 
guard  liimself  from  being  understood  to 
be  one  of  those  who  were  sanguine 
enough  to  expect  that  gold  should,  under 
the  burdens  coatracked  during  Uie  late 
war,  ever  permanently  fall,  or  indeed  be 
forceably  reduced,  to  the  Mint  price  <tf 
S/.  i7f«  lO^d.  per  ounce,  without  drag- 
ging down  the  prices  (^  all  other  things  to 
a  degree  which  would  render  those  bur- 
dens absolutely  unbearable. 
Tlie  bill  was  then  passed. 

Claims  os  Francs  Bill.]  Mr. 
HuskUson  presented  a  petition  from  cer- 
tain British  claimants  on  France,  who 
complained  of  an  erroneous  construction 
of  the  convention  of  1815.  They  prayed 
to  be  allowed  to  be  heard  by  counsel  be- 
fore the  commissioners,  and,  in  the  event 
of  their  decision  being  unfavourable, 
having  the  power  of  appeal  to  a  com« 
petent  tribunal. 

Sir  «/.  Newport  found  fault  with  the 
present  commissioners,  who  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  acouainted  with  all  the  facts 
under  which  the  claims  had  originated. 
It  was  fit  that  commercial  men  should  be 
associated  with  them.  The  petitioners 
bad  advanced  their  property  on  the  faith 
of  the  treaty  of  1786,  which  provided 
that  no  seizure  of  private  property  should 
take  place  at  the  commencement  of  a 
new  war  between  this  country  and  France, 
and  this  was  a  circumstance  which  the 
commissioners  ought  not  to  leave  out  of 
consideration. 

Lord  Ctffi^/frefffA,  in  moving  the  second 
readingoflheClaims  of  France  bill,  assured 
theHouse,  that  in  adjusting  tfaeclaims,  the 
commissioners  had  shown  no  fiivour  to 
any  particular  class  of  claimants.  The 
whole  number  of  claimants  was  1,046, 
and  the  gross  amount    of  the  deaaands 
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abMt  8,00(W)00Lsteifing.  TomM^ihmm 
demands,  die  French  govenmwat  hadi  np» 
propriated  158,000,000  of  livres^  er  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  aaacmrt;  half  of  ilai# 
sum  bad  already  been  diapeaed  of  vpcMs 
claims  adjudicated,  those    okims  beings 
311  out  of  ]0i6»     The  conHnissienew 
had  thought  it  wiseati  mider  aH  the  rir^ 
cumstraces,  first  to  decide  upe»  llieve 
claims  that  were  the  moat  simple  Bm4  iMBt 
capable  of  dispute ;   these  hm  been  ef  ts 
funded  'eharaeter,  and  had  idready  ab* 
sorbed  about  180^000,000  Kvres.     Ttna- 
commercial  claims  were  of  a  more  eo^ 
plicated  nature,  and  akhmiRb  no  dsaa 
bad  a  stronger  case»  it  had  neen  fosnaA 
best    to  postpone  the  cenaderatioa  of 
them.     With  the  admitted  deductions^ 
they  did  not  now  exceed  10,000,000^1ivie8y 
and  indeed  they  had  been  fiaood  not  s^ 
numerous  as  it  was  at  first  expected  tl^ejr 
would  have  been.    In  arrai^ing  tbe  mode 
of  appeal,  some  difficulty  had  been  famid^ 
as  the  American  loyalists  andtiie  Canalie 
commissioners  afibrded  no  precedent.    It 
was,  however,  dear  that  the  prt^y  com* 
cil  ought  not  to  be  required  to  go  int» 
matters  of  evidence  or  aeemiel,  wA  thai 
the  appeal  should  be  aUcwed  only  oa 
points  of  ooastruetien,  and  sveh  special 
parts  cf  the  execution  ef  the  tteaty  m 
the  king  in  council  might  think  A  fa 
leave  open.     To  the  addition  «f  near 
commissioners  he  waa  decidecHy  opposed  r 
there   were  miite  enough  to  discharge 
the  various    duties,   mid   midti^icatioar 
would  but  create  delay.    Aa  to  appoml«» 
ing  commercial  men,  he  did  not thtok  that 
necessary;   the  individuals  now  named^ 
were  competent  to  all  branches  of  inqnirj 
that  coulc  come  before  them.    If  partiea 
wished  to  be  beared  by  counaeK  the  eeaa- 
missioners  would  be  ready  to  admit  Ihem ; 
but  it  was  needless  to  introdncesadia 
provision  into  the  bill. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  tine. 

SXTTLBMBNT    OF    THB    POOK    Brtl».} 

On  the  question  that  the  bill  be  read  a  se- 
cond time, 

Mr.  Banket  ssfd,  he  cenldnot  aHow^ 
even  this  stage  of  tbe  biH  to  pass  wMi- 
oot  stating  tlmt  he  had  great  doubta  wlie* 
ther  it  would  reaaove  aiqr  of  the  difllcttU 
ties  in  the  present  system,  and  psorticularlf 
that  of  litigation. 

Mr.  R.  Gordon  wMied  to  know  whe« 
ther  any  more  important  measofea  than 
these  would  proceed  from  the  eointtiitt^' 
on  the  poor  laws*    TUa  waa  Ac  aeMdd 
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year  tt  had  tat^  and  manj  of  its  mem* 
ben  bad  talked  of  their  determmation  to 
aearch  the  subject  to  the  root ;  jet  after 
all,  no  nKlical  roeaaore  had  been  recom* 
mended  by  them :  aothiog  but  bills  of  re- 
gulation liad  yet  been  heard  of. 

Mr.  F.  Lewu  admitted  the  imperious 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  neces* 
aity  of  some  measure  to  stem  a' tide  which 
threatened  to  overwhelm  the  landed  pro- 
perty of  the  country.  He  had  not  aban- 
doned his  original  intention ;  but  this  was 
a  case  where  delay  was  not  loss  of  time, 
or,  to  use  the  words  of  lord  Bacon,  it  was 
fit  **  to  wait  a  little,  that  an  end  might  be 
aoooer  arrived  at.**  The  topic  was  one  of 
the  greatest  magnitude;  and  before  any 
definitive  step  was  taken,  it  was  necessary 
to  consult  the  public  feeling  and  opinion. 
Such  a  division  of  senthnent  at  present 
prevailed,  that  it  seemed  hopeless  to  be- 

Sin ;  and  ihoae  who  had  most  devoted 
leir  time  to  the  subject,  were,  perhaps, 
least  disposed  to  act  with  precipitation. 
The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

QtJALIVICATION  OF  McKBERS  BiLL.] 

Sir  (George  Warreoder  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  report  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  C  TVfuiyion  wished  it  should  be 
postponed. 

Sir  G.  Warremkr  said,  that  sufficient 
time  had  been  allowed  for  considering  the 
aubject,  and  bringing  forward  all  the  ob- 
jections to  it. 

Sir  C  Monck  thought,  that  such  an 
important  alteration  as  this  in  the  quaUfi- 
cacion  required,  in  order  to  be  a  repre- 
aentative  fbr  England,  ought  not  to  take 
place  inconsiderately.  If  a  Scotch  candi- 
date, with  only  a  Scotch  qualification, 
was  made  eligible  for  a  seat  in  England, 
Ireland,  and  Wales,  there  should  be  at 
least  a  reciprocity.  Now  this  bill  ofibred 
DO  reciproaty.  it  gave  to  Scotchmen,  or 
Scotch  qualifications,  an  eligibility  to  re- 
present counties  in  England,  without  ren- 
dering Englishmen,  on  English  qualifica* 
tbns,  eligible  to  represent  Scotcn  coun- 
ties. 

Mr.  Gcrdtm  said,  thai  his  hon.  friend 
bad  mbtaken  the  state  of  the  case,  from 
a  want  of  acquaintance  with  the  Scotch 
laws  of  representation.  In  Scotland,  the 
candidate  to  repesent  a  county^  must  be 
an  elector  in  that  county.  A  candidate, 
Ibr  instance,  who  had  esutes  only  in  the 
county  of  Edinburgh,  and  was  elisible  for 
that  countj,  could  not  stand  for  Lanark- 


shire. An  Englishman,  therefore,  was 
not  placed  in  a  more  unfavourable  situa- 
tion tbsn  a  Scotchman,  as  the  latter  could 
only  represent  a  county  in  Scotland  where 
he  had  property,  which  an  Englishman 
might  likewise  do.  He  saw  no  objection 
to  the  bill,  which  only  assimilated  the 
situation  of  a  candidate  possessing  pro* 
perty  in  Scotland,  to  that  of  one  possess* 
ing  property  in  En|;land,  as  regarding 
English  representation,  their  situation 
being  already  alike,  as  regarded  the  re- 
presentation of  counties  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  Bagtoell  contended,  that  the  bill 
would  have  no  other  effect  than  to  put  the 
representation  for  the  counties  in  the  two 
kingdoms  on  the  same  footing.  A  Scotch- 
man could  by  it  stand  for  an  English 
county  on  a  Scotch  qualification,  as  an 
Englishman  could  stand  equally  with  a 
Scotchman  for  a  Scotch  county  on  an 
English  qualification.  They  could  both 
stand  alike  for  the  boroughs  by  former 
laws.  In  the  Scotch  counties,  the  law 
affected  Scotchmen  as  much  as  English* 
men. 

Mr.  C.  Tennyton  said,  that  he  could 
not,  with  satisfiEiction  to  himself,  discharge 
his  duty  to  his  constituents  and  his  coun- 
try, without  soliciting  the  earnest  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  that  change  in  the 
constitution  of  parliament,  which  this  bill 
sought  to  introcluce.  By  an  article  of  Ae 
Union,  in  Scotland  none  were  to  be  eli- 
gible to  represent  a  shire  or  borough  of 
that  country  in  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  who  had  not,  bv  the  lawa  of 
Scotland,  been  previously  eligible  to 
serve  in  the  Scottish  parliament.  Thia 
was  a  reasonable  provision  for  securins  to 
Scotland  the  integrity  of  her  inteimed 
representation  by  rorty-five  members,  and 
had  been  closely  adhered  to ;  for  at  pre- 
sent, no  individual  but  a  person  possessing 
a  superiority,  or  tenancy  in  capUe  of  m 
peculiar  description  within  a  Scottish 
shire,  could  represent  that  shire.  But 
immediately  after  the  Union,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  no  correspondent  provi* 
Tision  on  the  part  of  England;  therefore 
the  statute  or  the  9th  Anpe  was  passed, 
the  preamble  of  which  stated,  that  it  waa 
for  securing  the  constitution  of  parlia- 
ment ;  Uiat  was,  the  frame  of  parliament 
as  then  lately  constituted  by  the  act  of 
Union,  reqmring  that,  in  future*  no  per- 
son shoula  represent  a  county,  city,  or 
borough,  of  England  or  Wales,  without 
the  present  well-known  landed  qualifiai- 
tion,  situated  in  England  or  Waiet.  Thia 
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act  was  not  oiHy,  thereA>re9  for  restoring 
the  old  constitutional  community  of  feel- 
ing between  the  members  of  that  House 
and  the  people  at  larffe,  but  also  for 
counteracting  that  article  of  the  Union  in 
favour  of  Scotland  to  which  he  hsd  re- 
ferred. He  was  not  aware  that  any  change 
had  taken  place  in  the  relative  situation  of 
the  two  countries,  to  justify  the  measure 
of  the  hon.  baronet,  which,  without  offer- 
ing any  equivalent,  now  sought  that  Scot- 
tish gentlemen  should  be  permitted  to 
represent  English,  Welch,  and  even  Irish 
counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  and  thus 
increase  the  proporiion  of  forty-five  mem- 
bers. The  two  countries  were  still  living 
under  different  systems  of  law,  different 
forms  of  worship  and  church  government. 
He  was  aware  that,  because  Ireland  had, 
at  the  Union,  been  admitted  to  commu- 
nity with  England,  as  to  qualification,  it 
was  a  pretext  for  admitting  Scotland  to 
what  was  now  asked  for.  But  what  was 
done  as  to  Ireland^  was  conformable  to  an 
express  provision  m  the  articles  of  Union 
with  that  country ;  besides,  the  laws  and 
established  religion  of  the  two  countries 
were  similar ;  and,  above  all,  Ireland  of* 
fered  an  entire  reciprocity.  Scotland  had 
no  reciprocity  which  she  pretended  to 
offer,  except  fifteen  burgh  seats,  and 
Uiose  were  accessible  at  the  period  of  the 
union  with  that  country ;  and  as  compen- 
sation for  this  accessibility,  the  hon.  ba* 
ronet  sravely  asked  for  accessibility  on  the 
part  of  Scotland,  to  613  seats  in  England, 
Wales,  and  Ireland.  He  thought  Scot- 
land should  have  reformed  the  representa* 
tion  of  her  shires  before  she  asked  for  this 
advantage,  and  then  she  might  have  ne- 
gotiated on  equal  terms,  if  parliament 
acceded  to  the  present  demand,  they 
must,  by  a  parity  of  reason,  gratuitously 
accede  to  the  admission  of  Scotch  peers 
into  that  House,  or  to  any  other  ad  van* 
t»ge  given  to  Ireland  at  the  Union,  for 
which  she  had  furnished  an  equivalent. 
He  did  not  mean  to  cast  the  slightest  re- 
flexion on  that  most  valuable  portion  of 
the  House  which  was  returned  from  Scot- 
land, but  he  could  not  discharge  his  duty 
without  moving  as  an  amendment,  **  That 
the  Report  be  considered  that  day  six 
months.'^ 

Mr.  Primrose  thought  the  bill  just, 
both  in  its  principle  and  application,  and 
expressed  his  determination  to  support  it. 

Sir  George  Clerk  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
original  motion. 

The  report  was  agreed  t0|  and  the  bill 
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fixed  for  the  third  reading  on  Wedaiesdajr 
next,  Mr.  Tennyson  having  withdrawn 
his  amendment,  in  order  that  the  debate 
might  be  resumed  on  the  third  reading. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday^  April  6. 

Cash  Payments  Bill.]  Mr.  Peel 
brought  from  the  Commons  the  bill  for 
restraining  the  Bank  from  paying  in  specie 
the  notes  under  5/.  issued  previously  to 
the  Istof  January  1817.  The  bill  beio^ 
read  a  first  time, 

The  Earl  of  Harrotobtf  rose  to  move 
that  the  standing  order  relative  to  the 
progress  of  bills  be  suspended,  in  order 
that  the  present  measure  might  past 
through  its  remaining  stages  forthwith. 
The  noble  lord  described  the  nature  of  the 
payments  which  it  was  the  object  of 
the  present  bill  to  suspend ;  and  argued 
that  the  stopping  the  partial  payments 
the  Bank  was  now  engaged  to  make, 
would  have  the  effect  of  accelerating 
the  general  resumption  of  payments  in 
specie.  During  the  period  in  which  the 
Bank  had  been  in  the  practice  of  making 
partial  payments,  between  5>000,000/.  and 
6,000,000/.  had  been  drawn  from  its  cof- 
fers ;  and  it  was  obvious  that  if  this  drain 
were  allowed  to  continue,  it  would  tend, 
to  retard  the  desirable  object  their  lord-' 
ships  had  in  view.  He  wished  it,  how- 
ever, to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  the 
present  measure  was  not  called  for  by  the 
committee,  with  any  reference  to  the 
convenience  of  the  Bank.  The  suspension 
in  1797  had  been  referred  to ;  but  the  case 
was  quite  different.  The  Bank  was  then 
bound  to  pay  all  their  notes  in  specie,  and 
there  might  have  been,  from  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  such  a  drain  as 
would  have  rendered  the  immediate  fulfil* 
ment  of  that  engagement  impossible.  The 
present  measure  related  only  to  a  particular 
description  Of  notes,  and  those  who  re* 
commended  it  knew  that  the  Bank  was  in 
possession  of  treasure  far  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  notes  they  had  promised  to 
pay. 

Earl  Grei^  said,  that  the  impression  he 
had  received  on  the  first  suggestion  of  the 
present  measure  remained  unaltered.  He 
could  regard  it  in  no  other  light  than  that 
of  a  renunciation  of  the  principles  of 
finance  hitherto  acted  uponby  the  present 
government,  andacomplete  condemnation 
of  all  the  steps  professedly  taken  by  his 
majesty's  ministers  and  the  Bankj  for  the 
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purpose  of  accelerating  the  resumption  of 
cash  payments.  He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  state  his  opinion  of  the  measure,  and  to 
enter  his  protest  against  it. . 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  would 
pledge  himselfy  when  the  discussion  of  the 

general  measure  should  take  place*  to 
emonstrate  that  this  bill  contained 
nothing  in  any  degree  at  variance  with 
the  principles  hitherto  acted  upon  by  his 
majesty's  ministers  with  respect  to  nnan- 
cial  measures  and  the  Bank.  The  noble 
earl  had  yesterday  expressed  a  doubt  as 
to  the  opinion  which  he  (lord  LtTerpool) 
had  attributed  to  au  individual  with  re- 
spect to  the  transaction  which  took  place 
in  1797.  He  was,  however,  upon  reflec- 
tion, still  more  convinced,  that  whf^t  he 
had  stated  to  be  the  omnion  of  that  indi- 
vidual was  correct.  There  appeared  to 
him  no  room  to  doubt  that  in  the  discus- 
sion  which  took  place  on  the  measure 
adopted  in  1797,  Mr.  Fox  expressed  it  to 
be  Lis  opinion,  that  the  course  which 
ought  to  have  been  pursued  was  a  direct 
application  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
His  recollection  was  besides  farther  con* 
firmed  b^  the  statement  of  Mr.  Fox's 
opinion  in  these  historical  sources  of  in- 
formation of  what  passed  in  parliament, 
which  had  on  former  occasions  been 
alluded  to,  and  which,  whatever  might  be 
the  Imperfections  to  which  they  were  lia- 
ble, might  surely  be  relied  on  for  a  fact  of 
this  kind. 

Earl  Grej^  said,  he  had  merely  stated 
htt  impression  as  to  what  had  passed  in 
1797*  With  regard  to  the  historical 
oouroes  of  information  to  which  the  noble 
lord  had  referred,  if  he  had  stated  them  to 
be  imperfect  he  could  only  mean  that  they 
were  sulject  to  those  unavoidable  inac- 
curacSea,  to  which  the  disadvantageous 
circuosstances  under  which  they  were  ob« 
tained  gave  rise.  He  had  considered  the 
arguments  of  Mr.  Fox  to  be  directed  al- 
together against  the  prmciple  of  the  mea- 
aure ;  and  be  must  say,  with  all  the  respect 
he  entertained  for  the  memory  of  that 
great  man,  that  he  still  considered  an 
order  of  council  preferable  to  a  direct  ap- 
plication to  parliament. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdo/wne  said,  that 
before  consenting  to  the  present  measure, 
he  had  been  particularly  solicitous  to  es- 
tablish, first,  the  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  members  of  the  committee  to  revert 
to  the  ancient  and  approved  standard  of 
value,  and  secondly,  the  means  possessed 
by  Htm  Bank  of  recurring  to  that  standard 


of  value.  Being  satisfied  updn  these  two 
points,  it  followed  that  this  bill  became 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  attainment  of 
the  object  in  view,  as  without  it  the 
fulfilment  of  that  object  must  be  retarded. 
The  standing  orders  were  then  sus- 
pended, the  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  the  commitment  having  been  nega- 
tived, it  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday^  April  6. 

Administration  of  Justice  in 
OuERNSKT  —  Petition  of  William 
Berry.]  Mr.  Bennet  said,  he  held  in 
his  hand  a  petition  from  a  Mr.  William 
Berry  who  had  resided  several  years  on 
the  island  of  Guernsey,  which  was  well 
deserving  of  the  attention  of  the  House. 
Mr.  Berry  stated,  that  by  the  laws  of 
Guernsey,  a  great  diffisrence  #as  made 
between  the  English  bom  subjects  and 
the  native  inhabitants,  and  that  in  that 
island  every  English  bom  person  was  con- 
sidered as  an  alien  and  a  stranger.  In 
consequence  of  the  harsh  treatment  which 
the  petitioner  had  experienced  under 
these  laws,  he  had  presented  a  petition  to 
his  mj^esty  in  council.  The  result  of  that 
petition  was,  that  a  commission  was  issued 
in  1815,  which  cost  the  country  nearly 
5fQO0l.  A  report  was  made  in  1816,  and 
yet,  up  to  the  present  moment,  not  oiA 
step  had  been  taken  to  remedy  the  evil 
complained  of,  or  to  establish  any  of  tlio 
regulations  suggested  by  that  commission. 
In  the  island  of  Jersey  also  a  commission 
was  issued  above  thirty  years  ago,  and  yet 
not  one  of  the  grievances  pointed  out  by 
that  commission  had  been  redressed.  This 
wasreally  a  subjectof  great  importance.  The 
petition  set  forth,  among  other  grievances 
the  great  hardships  that  English  residmts 
suffered  in  the  island,  in  not  being  consi- 
dered in  the  same  light  as  natives.  The 
natives  were  privileged  from  arrest,  but  an 
Englishman  could  be  arrested  for  so  small 
a  sum  as  2M»  Among  tlie  municipal  re- 
gulations which  more  especially  required 
to  be  altered,  was  the  system  of  arrange- 
ment which  took  place  in  prisons:  mur- 
derers, felons,  maniacs,  and  debtors,  beins 
all  confined  together.  After  the  recess,  ii 
was  his  intention  to  move  for  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  inquire  mto  the  subject,  with  the  view 
of  founding  some  measure  on  it. 
.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to.be 
printed. 
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Bavk  or  Irklakp  Cash  Payments 
Biu.]  Mr.  C.  Orani  stated,  that  the 
l»ank  of  Irekind,  in  consequence  of  certaio 
Dotioes  similir  to  those  issued  by  tl|e  Bsak 
of  Eaglaad  h«d  been  in  the  habit  of  pay* 
lag  in  cash  their  notes  under  flOf.  As  a 
biU  had  been  passed  to  restram  the  Bank 
of  England  from  Aaking  these  payments, 
H  was  desirable  diat  a  similar  measure 
should  be  extended  to  the  bank  of  Ire- 
land, not  only  on  account  of  the  uniformity 
of  legislation  which  had  governed  both 
the  establishments,  but  because  there  were 
many  supposable  cases  in  which  the  con- 
^inuaace  of  the  present  system,  with  re- 
apect  to  Irelaad  would  perplex  or  retard 
Mrcher  measures.  It  was  hsrdly  necessary 
lor  lum  to  state,  that  the  bill  he  proposed 
liad  no  refierence  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank 
of  Irdand  which  had  always  stood  de^ 
aervedly  high,  not  only  onancoont  of  the 
cauent  of  its  resources,  but  the  prudence 
of  itsmaaasement.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  see  me  neceset^  of  passing  tbis  biH 
with  the  same  celerity  as  that  of  last 
night.  He  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  restrain  the  governor  and  com* 
pany  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  from  making 
payments  in  the  gold  coin  of  this  realm, 
under  certain  notices  given  by  them. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  had  heard  no* 
Ihioff  to  miake  him  withdraw  the  pro* 
(est  he  had  entered  against  the  bill  of  last 
night;  on  the  contrary,  idl  the  reasons  he 
had  beard  in  favour  of  the  latter,  were 
hostile  to  the  proposed  one.  The  right 
bon.  gentleman  who  had  introduced  the 
aubjeist  last  night,  had  had  the  advaotap;e 
•f  being  a  member  of  the  sdeet  comout^ 
tee  aad  of  using  the  aalhority  of  dieir  re^ 
eomroendaiioa  in  &vour  tof  the  measure 
be  proposed;  but  the  right  hon.  gentle«> 
man  who  made  the  present  motion  had 
pot  scaled  any  grounds  drawn  from  tliat 
soiiroe,  or  from  any  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  Bank  of  Ireland.  Last«ight  a  stat^* 
asent  had  been  made  of  the  great  drainage 
of  specie  out  of  this  country,  but  the 
Houae  had  now  heard  nu  statement  of 
ftctfe,  nor  any  thing  rejecting  the  opinion 
of  the  committee.  The  only  ground 
aUeged  to-night  in  support  of  the  measure 
was,  that  of  the  fitness  of  uniformity  be- 
iween  the  two  countries ;  but  that  was 
evidently  no  reason  for  such  a  violent  pro* 
eeeding  as  the  present.  If  the  ehaacellor 
of  the  exchequer  were  now  prepared  to 
state  generally  what  had  happened  this 
aaevning  at  the  Bank,  perhaps  it  would 
justify  the  call  for  the  dispatch  of  last 
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night,  and  be  a  conaiderdile  motive  for 
agreeing  to  the   motion;   because  wfaat 
had  happened  in  London  might  happen 
in  Dublin.    Bat  at  present  they  were 
called   upon   to   ad<^t  so  important    a 
change  in  the  absence  of  any  statement  oF 
facts,  and  of  the  opinion  of  the  committee. 
The     Chancellor    of   the    Exchequer 
thought,  that  even  the  learned  gentlemen 
must  admit,  that  if  the  measure  of  last 
night  was  proper,  it  ought  to  be  followed 
up  by  a  simQar  provision  for  Ireland.  The 
Baqk  of  Irelana  had  pursued  every  step 
taken  by  the  Bank  oi  England,  and  sf 
measures  were  not  taken  for  the  proteo* 
tion  of  Ireland  they  would  not  only  do  a 
great  injustice  to   the  Bank  there,  but 
render  the  measure  of  last  night  in  a  great 
degree  nugatory;   for,  without  such  a 
guard,  the  force  of  drcumstanoes  would 
run  immediately  on  Ireland.    It  was  weD 
known  there  had  been  a  transmissian  of 
specie  from  Ireland  to  this  country  for  the 
purpose  of  exportation,  and  without  thia 
protection  it  might  be  carried  to  a  daa* 

S*ous  extent.  With  respect  to  the 
raina^  of  this  morning,  he  had  no  in- 
formation to  give.  Should  it  even  not  tuna 
out  to  be  so  considerable  as  might  be  nap 
turally  expected,  the  circumstance  might 
be  accounted  for  on  the  supposition  that 
many  persons  had  been  led  to  imagine, 
that,  «n  consequence  of  what  had  oc» 
curred  here  last  night,  an  applicatioa 
to  the  Bank  for  specie  this  morning 
would  be  usdem. 

Sir  //.  PamM  said,  it  would  almost 
appear  that  the  committee  on  Bank  affairs 
had  wholly  forgotten  those  of  Ae  Bank  of 
Ireland,  since  no  mention  was  made  of 
them  by  any  member  of  the  committee ; 
and  yet  it  was  on  a  sort  of  incipient  re* 
port  from  that  body,  that  the  aaeasmna 
which  passed  yesterdsy  was  founded.  He 
did  not  wish  unnecessarily  to  inquire  what 
the  committee  had  been  doing;  but  it 
would  be  satis&etory  to  the  House  to 
receive  ^e  same  information,  with  sespeet 
tothe  Bank  of  Ireland,  which  they  yester* 
day  received  with  reference  to  the  Bonk 
of  England.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  argued,  that  the  Bank  m  Irdand 
would,  in  consequence  of  the  measure 
adopted  yesterday,  be  mom  liable  to  a 
sodden  drain,  than  die  Bank  here.  Bet 
he  had  left  out  of  his  calcidation  the  vccy 
small  issue  of  Bank  of  Ireland  notes,  com* 
pared  with  the  *vast  number  ef  Bank  of 
England  notes  in  mrconatson. 
Sir  •/•  NempeHmAf  it  was  dee  to  tlie 
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Bank  of  Ireland  tq  say,  that,  when  the 
mtrtction  was  fynt  proposed,  so  far 
was  it  from  being  a  n^easure  wished  for 
by  them,  that  they  actually  struggled 
u;ainst  it.  It  was  thought  right  that  they 
snould  follow  every  step  tdcen  by  the 
B^nk  of  England;  and  they,  in  conse* 
quence,  issued  the  notice  for  the  payment 
in  specie,  of  notes  of  a  certun  date.  The 
question  was^  whethei^  they  would  pro- 
ceed in  the .  same  course  to  the  end,  or 
breidc  off  here  from  the  precedent  which 
had  been. so  long  pursued  ?  He  conceived 
it  would  be  impolitic  to  depart  from  the 
established  practice. 

Sir  6.  Hill  observed,  that  the  bill 
would  have  been  introduced  jresterday, 
but  for  the  absence  of  his  right  hon. 
friend. 

Mr.  Calerafi  said,  it  was  rather  extra- 
ordinary that  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer  should  imasine  the  speculators  in 
buUion  to  be  so  snort  sisht^  as  to  take 
the  debate  of  last  night  tor  an  act  of  par- 
liament. He  thought  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman must  know  by  his  communication 
with  these  gentry,  that  however  they 
night  respect  orders  in  council,  or  acts, 
or  any  thing  which  really  preyented  them 
from  receiving  cash,  they  had  not  much 
regard  for.  speeches,  and  were  not  to  be 
frigntened  by  these  **  paper  bullets  of  the 
(irain**  from  the  career  or  their  s^ain.  He 
could  only  take  it  for  granted,  from  what 
had  been  said,  that  the  drain  on  the  Bank 
this  day  bad  not  been  considerable,  for  if 
it  had,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would, 
nio  doubt,  have  been  ready  to  urge  it  in 
favour  of  the  measure  before  them.  As 
to  the  measure  before  the  House,  he 
had  not  heard  any  of  those  arguments 
which  should  induce  the  House  to  adopt  it. 

Mr.  CaUaghan  supported  the  measure, 
as  a  corrollary  to  that  respecting  the  Bank 
of  England. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bilL  It 
was  brought  in  and  read  a  first  time.  On 
the  second  reading, 

Mr.  Brougham  again  stated  his  objec- 
tions to  the  rapid  proceeding  in  this  bill 
without  reasons  alleged.  It  had  been 
stated  by  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
f  iemey)  that  the  only  question  as  to  the 
fbrmer  bill,  was  as  to  a  sum  of  S  or 
400,00W.  He  would/ask,  whether  with 
reference  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  any  one 

SOuld  take  the  sum  as  high  as  thirty  or 
^  ),000/.?    As  this  bill  was  not  brought 
m  yesterday,  the  holders  of  notes  in  Ire- 
IttM'wiirttltr hilVeici'oi''on6  day. asm  this 
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country  but  two  days  notice,  id  that 
within  the  time  given,  'the  notes  from 
Dublin  and  its  neighbourhood  might 
be  sent  in,  and  the  measure  rendered  nu« 
gatory.  If  the  immediate  stoppage  of  the 
drain  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  was  of  such 
urgent  consequence,  why  had  not  the 
measure  been  proposed  last  night  ?  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  as  he  was 
nimble  enough,  might  turn  upon  him  and 
say  that  its  continuance  for  a  day  or  two 
did  not  signify.  If  this  were  said,  then 
the  reason  for  violating  the  orders  of  the 
House  was  at  once  taken  away. 

Sir  G.  HiU  said,  the  bill  had  not  been 
brought  in  yesterday  on  a  point  of 
etiquette  towards  the  secretary  for  Irt* 
land,  who  was  then  absent. 

The  bill  then  went  through  the  re« 
maining  stages,  and  was  passed. 

CtBRK  OF  THE  PXACB  IK  IrBLAKD.^ 

Sir  John  Newport  asked  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  appointment  and 
tenure  of  the  office  of  clerx  of  the  peace 
in  Ireland.  His  object  was,  to  assimOate, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  in  Ireland  to  the  same  office 
in  England,  and  to  make  the  former  1iabl6 
to  a  statute  of  William  and  Mary,  exactly 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  latter  was. 
No  clause  in  the  bill  which  he  wished  to 
present  to  the  House  was  calculated  to 
abrogate  the  clause  of  the  49th  of  the  king, 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Per- 
cival^s  clause ;  his  intention  was,  to  leave 
that  act  in  full  force  •  He  intended,  how- 
ever, to  introduce  a  clause,  which  should 
make  the  person  boldmg  the  office  swear, 
before  he  entered  upon  it,  that  he  had 
not  paid  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  for 
it,  and  that  he  did  not  reserve  any  part, 
of  the  salary  attached  to  it  for  any  other 
individual. 

Mr.  C  Grant  expressed  his  entire  con- 
currence with  the  principle  6n  which  the 
right  hon.  baronet's  bill  was  founded. 

Sir  jF/.  Pamell  su^ested  to  his  right 
hon.  friend,  whether  it  would  not  be  ad- 
visable, in  consequence  of  the  great 
powers  which  the  clerk  of  the  peace  in 
Ireland  enjoved,  from  his  having  to  regis* 
ter  the  different  freeholders,  to  enact 
that  no  representative  for  an  Irish  county 
should  hold  the  office  of  custos  rotulorum, 
inasmuch  as  great  abuses  might  possibly 
arise  from  the  connection  existmg  be- 
tween the  custos  and  thederk  of  the  peace* 

Sir  J.  Neatport  replied,  that  the  bill 
which  he  wished  to  mtroduce  rioted  to 
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the  clerk  of  the  peace,  and  not  to  the 

CU8t08. 

Colonel  Barry  'thought  that  the  exac- 
tion of  such  an  oath  of  office  88  had  been 
proposed  by  the  right  hon*  baronet  was 
unwise,  and  bore  too  hard  upon  the 
frailty  of  human  nature.  A  better  way  of 
preventing  such  negotiations  for  interest 
would  be  to  visit  the  negotiators  with 
heavy  penalties,  whenever  they  were  dis- 
covered. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bOL 

State   of  Disease    in  Ireland.] 
^  Sir  <7.  Newport  rose  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  state  pf  disease  in 
Ireland,  and  to.  move  for  the  revival  of 
'thecomniitteeof  last  session,  with  a  view 
to  mal^e  farther  inquiries  upon  the  subject. 
Tt   wolild  be  recollected  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
Ja^t  session,    a  legislative  measure  was 
adopted,  and  one  of  the  objects  of  the 
proposed  committee  would  be  to  inquire 
into  the   effect    and  operation    of  that 
tneasure.     That   the  measure  had  done 
good  he  was  happy  to  admit.    But  un- 
fortunately  the  ravages  of  disease  still 
continued.    Its  rage  was  indeed  such  in 
the    district  with   which   he    was  more 
particularly  connected,   that  within   the 
fast  twelve  months  no  less  than  3,500  pa- 
tjents  had  been  admitted  into  the  fever 
hospitals  of  that  district.      But  the  want 
and  misery  which  prevailed   among  the 
poor,  and  which  promoted  the  violence  of 
the  fever,  was  really  such  that  the  unfor- 
tunate sufferers  wer6  better  off  even  in 
the  hospitals  than  elsewhere ;  for,  out  of 
doors,  they  were  condemned  to  endure 
the  aggravated  distress,  which  too  often 
drove  them  back  again  to  seek  relief  in 
the  hospitals  from  that  disease,  which  dis- 
tress mainly  engendered.    Of  the  spread 
and  violence  of  that  disease,  the  House 
migh't  judee  from  this  fact  that  in  the 
counties  of  Dublin,  Cork,  Limerick  and 
Waterford,  no  less  than  48,000  patients 
had  been  admitted  into  the  fever  hospi- 
tals within  a  period  of  15  months.    After 
stating  this  melancholy  fact,  he  hoped 
the  muse  would  not  think  he  asked  too 
BDUch  in  calling  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  consider  of  the  means  of 
providing  some  remedy  or  mitigation  for 
iBuch  an  alarming  evd.    If  the  House 
should  agree  witn  him  in  thinking  that 
this  Committee  should  be  appointed,    it 
was  his  intention  to  move  an  instruction, 
lot  the 'committee  ta  inquire  noit  ojoly  as 
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to  the  sCi^te  jof  disease  in  IretaDjd,  and  tte 
means,  best  calculated  for  its  removal  or 
mitigation,  ))ut  as  to  the  state  of  the  la* 
bouring  poor,  and  the  means  of  enabling^ 
individuals    to  provide  employment  for 
them.     Upon  this  last  point,  be  hoped 
the  committee  would  exercise  the  most 
diligent  investigation.      It  was  not  his 
object  to  propose  that  the  people  should 
look  for  the  means  of  employment  frona 
the  public  purse,  but  that  private  indivi* 
duals,  or  associations'ot  individuals,  should 
not  have  any  obstacles  thrown  in  their  way 
towards  providing  employment  for  the  la- 
bouring class.      He  trusted  the  House 
would  feel,  that  where  such  obstacles  exist- 
ed they  should  be  immediately  'removed^ 
and  that  whatever  could  be  effected  by 
general  regulations    towards   facilitating 
the  employment  of  the  poor  ought  to  be 
promptly  adopted.    It  was  known,  that^ 
according  to  the  opinion  of  the  commis- 
sioners   for    surveying    the    bogs    and 
marshes  of  Ireland,  there  were  no  less 
than  2,830,000  acres,    which  might  be 
converted  to  purposes  of  agricuUure  and 
pasture.    One  Inillion  of  th^se  acres  had, 
mdeed,  been  already  surveyed,  levied, 
and  reported  upon  by  the  commissioners. 
What  scope,  then,  did  such  an  es^ent  of 
land  afford  for  tlie  employment  of  the  la- 
bouring poor!    But  the  fact  was,  that 
this  property  was  so  intermixed,  and  be- 
longed to  such  a  number  of  persons,  that 
it  was  found  impracticable  to  render  it 
so  available  as  could  be  wished.    To  pro* 
vide  a  remedy  then  for  this  deficiency, 
and  to  enable  individuals,  or  associations 
of  individuals,  to  furnish  employment  te 
the  poor,  was  one  of  the  j^reat  objects  to 
which  it  was  proposed  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the   committee,  who  would  na- 
turally be  led.  in  the  progress  of  their  in- 
quiry, into  a  consideration  of  the  means 
by  which  the  labour  of  the  commissioner! 
to  whom  ,  he  had  alluded  mfght  be  ren- 
dered most  productive  to  the  country. 
As  far  as  the  census  now  in  progress  had 
proceeded,' it  was  found,   that  out  of  a 
population  of  3,840,000  in  certain  districts 
m  Ireland,  the  proportion  employed  in 
agriculture,  compared  to  that  engaged  in 
manufactures  ana  the  mechanical  profea- 
sionsl  was  as  488,000  to  164,000.    Such 
a  comparison  then  clearly  demonstrated 
the  necessity  of  providing  evenr  possible 
employtne'nt  for  the  labourers  in  apicul- 
ture; .  especially  as  it  was  found,  that 
without  such  employment  the  Iabounn|( 
poor,  must  be  destitute  of  iba  fofwoii 
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means  of  lapport.  Without  adclitional 
employment,  indeed,  a  great  mass  of  the 
labouring  poor  must  be  reduced  to  abso- 
lute beggary.  There  was  no  district  in 
Ireland  in  which  the  populatioh  employed 
In  agriculture  were  not  considerably  more 
than  those  engaged  as  manufacturers  and 
handicraftsmen.  This  was  the  case  even 
in  the  ptincipal  manufacturing  counties  of 
Antrim,  Down,  Armagh  and  ,  Derry, 
idiere  the  proportion  of  agribulturists,  to 
manufacturers  and  liandicraflsmen  was  as 
288  to  83.  Hence,  then,  it  was  obvious, 
that  nothing  should  be  left  undone  which 
protaissed  in  any  degree  to  augment  the 
means  of  employment  for  the  labourers 
in  agriculture;  and  hence  he  was  induced 
to  thmk  the  ^oint  to  whfch  he'  had  ad- 
verted as  of  vital  importance  to  the  in- 
terests of  Ireland.  The  right  Bon.  baronet 
then  moved,  **  That  a  Select  Committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  State  of 
Ireland  as  to  Disease,  and  how  far 
the  measures,  remedial  and.  .preventive, 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  or  otherwise 
duripg  the  last  year,  have  b^en  effective 
ibr  its  removal  or  mitigation ;  and  also, 
into  the  condition  of  the  Labouring  Poor 
of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  with 
a  view  to  facilitate  the  application  of  the 
fimds  of  private  individuals*  and  associa- 
tions for  their  employment  in  useful  pro- 
ductive labour ;  and  that  they  do  report 
their  observations,  together  with  meir 
opinion  upon  these  subjects,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  House.'' 

Mr.*  C.  Grant  rose  to  second  the  motion 
<lfthe  right  hon.  baronet,  which  he  con- 
sidered to  be  one  of  the  utmost  importance. 
It  was  of  the  utmost  importance,  because 
it  would  show  the  Irish  public,  that  their 
interests  were  carefully  watched  in  the 
British  parliament,  and  because  it  would 
show  the  British  public  the  distress  and 
misery  under  which  tlieir  fellow  country- 
men had  been  labouring  in  Ireland.  He 
should  commence  the  observations  which 
he  had*  to  offer  to  the  House,  by  observ- 
ing, that  till  the  winter  set  in,  the  epi- 
demic prevailed  very  generally.  .Since 
that  time,  a  considerable  abatement  had 
taken  place  in  Waterford,  in  Limerick, 
in  Cork,  in  Clonmel,  and  in  Dublin.'  The 
periodical  returns,  which  had  been  received 
up  to  February  last,  showed  a  striking 
improvement ;  and  if  he  had  not  had  those 
documents  to  refer  to,  a  strong  proof  of 
his  assertions  would  befound  in  the  average 
rate  of  patients  which. had  beeb. admitted 
mo  the  public  hospital  at  Dublin  -during 
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the  last  three  months.  In  December  they ' 
had  been  90,  in  January  77,  in  February 
60.    Hopes  were  also  entertained,   that 
the  Richmond  penitentiary  would  soon  be 
restored  to  its  original  intention,  and  would 
no  longer  be  wanted  as  an  hospital ;  so 
that  he  thought  himself  justified  in  sajing, 
that  even  in  those  quarters  where  the  fever 
had  once  raged  with  the  utmost  violence, 
a  most  considerable  abatement  had  lately 
became  visible.    This  was  also  proved  by 
a  diminution  of  the  pecuniary    claims  ' 
which  were  made  on  the  governnient  for  ' 
assistance  to  the  sufferers ;  and  if  all  these  ' 
facts  should  not  appear  satisfactory,  he 
had  yet  another.     The  government  had  ' 
commissioned  certain  medical  gentletnen 
to  make  a  tour  round  the  whole  island^ 
and  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  disease 
within  it.     They  had  commenced  their ' 
tour  six  weeks  ago ;  and  though  the  total ' 
result  of  their  inquiries  was  unknown^  he 
was  happy  to  say,  that  as  far  as  it  was ' 
known,  it  presented  a  most  gratifying , 
prospect  to  the  country.    The  lever  was, 
however,  so  capricious,  in  its  nature,  that 
even  if  its  ravages  were  much  less  than 
they  were  at  present,  he  should  gladly 
second  the  proposal  of  applying  for  a' 
committee.     The  hon.  member  then  went  \ 
into  a  history  of  the  origin  and  progress 
of  the  fever.    In  the  years  1816  and  1817> 
the  state  of  the  weather  was  so  moist  and 
wet,  that  the  lower  orders  in  Ireland  were* 
almost  deprived  of  fuel  wherewith  to  dry 
themselves,  and  of  food  whereon  to  sub-  ' 
sist.    They  were  obliged  to  feed  on  esca-. ; 
lent  plants,  such  as  mustard-seed,  nettles, 
potatoe-tops,   and  potatoe*stalks-*a  diet 
which  brought  on  a  debility  of  body,  and  ' 
increased  the  disease  nbore  than  any  thing  ^ 
else  could  have  done.   The  ravages  of  the 
fever  were  also  increased  by  the  amiable  ' 
peculiarities  of  the  Irish  character ;  their  ' 
hospitality,  which  would  not  allow  them  ' 
to  turn  the  stranger  from  their  home^  ' 
though  they  might    be    themselves    in- 
volved in  the  deepest  distress,  their  8t£fec- 
lion  to  the  dead,  and  all  those  finer  sus-  ' 
ceptibilities  with  which  they  were  en- 
dowed, had  opened  the  door  wide  to  con-  ' 
tagion.    He  trusted  that,  dreadful  as  the  ' 
calamity  had  been,  by  which  the  nation 
had  been  visited,  some  advantage  would 
be  derived  from  it.    He  trusted  that  some 
means  would  be  taken  to.prevent  its  future 
progress;  and  hoped  that  it  would  show' 
the  lower  Irish  the  necessity  of  fumigating 
their  houses,  or  separating  the  sick  from ' 
the  healthy,  and  of  continuing  such  other ' 
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wholeaome  regulations  as  had  beea  en- 
forced upon  them  by  their  existing  distress. 
The  patience  with  which  they  had  borne 
that  distress  was  truly  admirable*  and  was 
not  to  be  paralleled  by  any  thing  in  history. 
They  had  been  placed  in  that  dreadful 
situation,  which  an  ancient  historian  had 
8d  well  described  in  the  history  of  Athens; 
they  had  seen  that  indiscriminate  destruc- 
tion of  the  good  and  the  bad  by  one  com- 
mon calamityi  which  was  so  calcolate^o 
destroy  all  moral  principle*  and  had  seen 
it  witnopt  being  corrupted  by  it;  they 
bad  been  collected  in  large  numbers  to 
receive  alms,  and*  what  was  surprising  in 
a  country  which  had  such  an  indifferent 
police   as   Ireland  possessed*   had  not* 
though  suffering  under  the  most  acute 
niisery  ^hat  man  could  suffer*  been  guilty 
of  the  slightest  tumult.    Indeed*  they  htkd 
exhibited  a  patience  whilst  suffering*  and 
a  gratitude  when  recovered  from  suffering* 
that  he  could  never  coptemplate  but  with 
the  warmest  admiration.     The  manner, 
too*  in  which  assistance  had  been  dispensed 
to  the  suffering  poor*  was  equally  deserv- 
ing of  attention.    There  had  been  only 
one  impulse  of  general  benevolence.   The 
clergy  of  the  established  church  \\&A  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  the  most  exem- 
plary exertions*  and  the  Catholic  priest- 
bbod  had  not  been  found  inferior  to  their 
Pirotestant  brethren.    Their  religion*  in- 
deed»  called  them  into  the  closest  contact 
^  with  the  dead  and  dying*  and  not  a  single 
ins^noe  occurred  wherein  they  shrunk 
from  their  duty.  One  instance  of  excelling 
virtue  bad  fallen  within  his  own  knowledgew 
A  Roman  Catholic  priest  was  called  upon 
to  visit  a  small  cabin,  in  which  six  indivi- 
duals were  Iving,  all  violently  affected  with 
the  typhus  fever.   The  priest  had  no  other 
nieans  of  receiving  the  dying  man's  com* 
munications,  and  of  administering  to  him 
the   consolations   of  religion*   than    by 
throwing  himself  on  the  wretched  pallet 
ufion  which  the  sick  man  lay,  and  thus 
inhaling  contagion  from  its  sourpe.    The 
cpnduct  of  the  medical  profession  was  also 
beyond  all  praise.     Many  instances  had 
occurred  wherein  men  of  rising  talent 
and  celebrity  had  devoted  themselves  to 
an  exclusive  and  gratuitous  attention  to 
tl^e  poor.    Nor  was  this  philanthropy  and 
benevolence  confined  to  them  alone.    A 
gentleman*  of  tlie  name  of  Mahony*  at 
Cprk*  had  watched  nights  and  days  by  the 
bi^«sides  of  the  wretched  suffi^^,  who 
wj^re  either  too  poor  to  pay  t^  nurses 
l^emselvesi  or  whose  nursesi  from  fatigue 
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or  other  caus^*  had  desisted  from  their 
watchfulness.  Many  landed  proprietors 
had  done  the  same,  and  had  received  a 
noble  return  in  the  gratitude  of  their 
tenantry.  Those  who  had  been  absent 
from  their  estates*  had  lost  an  opportunity, 
which  he  hoped  would  not  soon  occur 
again  under  similar  circumstances*  of  in- 
fixing themselves  in  the  affections  of  their 
dependents';  and  were  as  deserving  of  pity» 
for  the  love  which  they  had  lost*  as  the 
resident  proprietors  were  of  envy  for  the, 
gratitude  which  they  had  obtamed.— The 
hon.  member  expressed  the  gratification 
which  he  felt  at  the  method  in  which  the 
right  bon.  baronet  intended  to  employ  the 
poor;  and  mamtained,  that  though  there 
might  be  some  occasions  in  which  the 
government  might  interpose  to  find  em- 
ployment for  them*  any  permanent  legis- 
lative enactment  on  such  a  subject  would 
be  nothing  more  than  a  delusion,  and  could - 
not  be  long  attended  with  beneficial  con- 
sequences. The  hon.  gentleman  sat'down, 
amidst  considerable  cheering  from  both 
sides  of  the  House. 

Mr.  fT.  PameU  thought  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  entitled  to  great  praise  for  bis 
conduct  in  Ireland*  as  well  as  for  the  ge- 
nerous and  just  sentiments  which  he  had 
just  delivered.  He  said*  he  imputed  no 
blame  to  the  Irish  sovernment*  although 
he  thought  they  had  carried  thepriodple 
of  non-interference  too  far.  Tiiev  had 
also*  perhaps,  been  too  economical;  but 
he  hoped  now  to  see  fresh  exertions  made^ 
which  would  eradicate  the  fever*  and' re* 
move  a  disgrace  firom  the  country. 

Lord  JoceltfUf  as  an  Irishman*  begged 
to  return  his  sincere  thanks  to  the  Tigh% 
hon.  secretary*  for  the  speech  he  bad 
made*  and  the  promises  it  neld  out.  He 
trusted  that  the  origin  of  the  fever  would 
not  escape  the  scrutiny  of  the  committee. 
For  two  years  the  lower  orders  had  been 
in  a  most  deplorable  state. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  said*  that  the  senti- 
ments expressed  by  the  right  boo.  secre- 
tary* did  equal  honour  to  his  head  and 
heart.  There  was  one  point  to  ^hich  he 
wished  the  right  hon.  gentleman  particu- 
larly to  direct  his  attention,  namely*  that 
which  related  to  absentees.  That  was  a 
great  and  crying  evil*  and  could  not  be 
too  soon  remedied.  He  paid  attribute  to 
the  memory  of  Mr.  Mahony*  of  Cork* 
who  had  lost  his  life  in  consequence  of  his 
attendance  upon  those  who  were  a^ctea 
with  the  fever. 
Mr.  CaUtq^han  rejoiced  that  the  interests 
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of  Ireland  were  committed  to  an  individual 
at  once  bo  able  and  so  well  informed.  He 
was  of  opinioni  that  the  fever  originated 
in  general  impoverishment,  from  want  of 
foody  raiment,  and  fuel,  in  the  hard  win- 
ters. Though  bogs  might  be  inclosed,  a 
great  deal  yet  remained  to  be  done  to 
amdiorate  the  condition  of  the  lower 
classes  in  Ireland ;  thc)  great  evil  was,  in 
his  viewi  a  vuperabmidant  pooulation. 

Mr.  V.  Blake  approve^  or  the  course 
the  Irish  government  had  pursued,  and 
recommended  that  certain  sums  should  be 
advanced  out  of  the  consolidated  fund,  to 
be  expended  in  labour. 

Mr.  Alderman  IVood  said,  [he  found  in 
his  visit  to  Ireland,  that  the  great  cause 
of  its  distresses  consisted  in  want  of  capi- 
tal. He  bad  himself,  in  the  course  of  last 
session,  introduced  a  bill,  the  object  of 
which'  was  to  encourage  the  introduction 
of  English  capital  into  that  country.  It 
was  intended  to  enable  capitalists  to  em- 
bark a  portioa  of  their  property  in  trade, 
making  them  answerable  only  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  sums  so  advanced.  The  bill 
had  passed  the  Commons,  but  was  rejected 
in  the  Lords*  Had  it  been  passed  mto  a 
law,  he  was  quite  sure  its  e&ct  would 
have  beeb  most  beneficial. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed. 

RoTAii  BuacHs  AccouHTs  Bill.] 
The  Lard  Adoocaie  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of 
accounting  in  the  royal  burghs.  His  ob- 
ject was  to  render  the  mode  of  accounting 
more  effectual  than  it  was  at  present-  He 
should  be  most  bsppy  to.  adopt  any  plan 
which  might  be  thought  better  adapted  to 
the  purpose  he  had  in  view. 

Mr  Hume  thought  that  the  measure 
now  proposed  was  futile  and  useless.  In 
tbe  present  situation  of  the  people  of 
Scotland,  they  were  not  disposed  to  be 

Jmt  off  with  a  bill  whicb  would  neither  re- 
ieve  their  difficulties  nor  correct  the  gla- 
ring abuses  which  at  present  existed.  It 
was  admittted  on  all  bands,  that  some 
measur/e  was  necessarv ;  and  it  was  almost 
as  universally  acknowledged,  that  this  bill, 
now  about  to  be  introduced,  would  have 
no  beneficial  effect  in  correcting  tbe 
growing  abuses.«*Leave  was  given* 
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rose  to  move  ^n  address  to  the  PrinciOi 
Regent,  to  stay  the  departure  of  a  vessel 
destined  to  convey  female  convicts  to 
New  South  Wales.    He  did  not  mean  to 
cast    censure    upon  ^ny   public   office^ 
and  was  perfectly  aware  that  many  abusea 
had  been  corrected  by  recent  regulations* 
The  system  of  transportation,  as  it  had 
existed  for  some  years,  might  be  said  to  be 
at  an  end.      His  objections,  however^ 
were  still  many  and  serious:  they  were 
derived  from  two  sources — from  the  pro- 
cess itself  of  transportation,  and  from  the 
manner  of  conducUnff  it.    On  the  present 
occasion  he  should,  nowever,  connne  hia 
attention  to  the  state  of  female  convicts^ 
whoin  he  considered  the  process  of  trans^ 
portation  )iad  a  strong  tendency  to  de« 
base  and  corrupt.     Notwithstanding  sll 
the  precautions  which  had  been  devised* 
it  had  hitherto  been  found  impossible  to 
prevent  a  species  of  intercourse  with  the 
seamen,  or  in  other  words  a  personal 
prostitution,  which  could  not  fail  to  de- 
grade still  lower,  beings  already  too  low 
m  moral  character.    A  secona  objection 
against  this  mode  of  punishment  was  its 
inequality  as  applied  to  different  persons* 
By  some  it  was  considered  not  a|  a  pu- 
nishment to  be  feared,  but  as  an  advan- 
tage to  be  courted.    Those  who  had  fa- 
mflies  to  be  separated  from,   and   were 
bound  b V  strong  ties  to  their  native  coun- 
try, miaht  contemplate  it  with  dread ;  bu^ 
to  the  friendless  or  deserted  criminal,  it 
presented  tbe  idea  of  a  desirable  asylum* 
A  great  defect  also  was,  that  it  offered  no 
example;  the  punishment  was  not  seen, 
and  aid  not  therefore  operate,  as  all  pu- 
nishment ou^ht,  in  deterring  others  from 
the  commission  of  similar  offences.    The 
ordinary  class  of  offenders  against  the  law 
were   not  influeipced,   as  had  been  ob- 
served by  a   French  writer,  by  remote 
ideas   of  punishment :  it  was  necessary 
that  the   pains  and  penalties  attending 
misconduct  should  be   obvious  to  their 
apprehensions,  and  scattered  around  their 
path.    From  1787  to  1818, 2,987  women, 
being  in  the  pronortion  of  l-7th  of  the 
men  transported  aurine  the  same  period, 
had  been  sent  out  of  the  country.    Of 
220  women  sent  from  1816  to  181S,  12X 
were  sentenced  to  the  limited   term  of 
seven  years'   transportation.    These  Wo- 
men were  sent  for  very  different  periods, 
and  yet  few  of  them  ever  returned.    Their 
only  means  of  returning  were  prostitution. 
Many  of  the  convicts  bad  received  judg- 
ment for  capital  offences,  many  for  minor 
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ones.  Now  the  act  of  the  9th  of  the  king, 
c.  749  had  been  drawn  up  on  the  principle, 
that  persons  convicted  of  minor  offences 
ought  to  be  coDfiyd  to  penitentiaries, 
and  not  sent  at  a  great  expense  to  a  dis- 
tant settlement.  A  learned  judge  had 
told  him,  that  on  the  last  circuit  he  was 
about  to  sentence  a  woman  to  be  trans- 
ported, when  his  resolution  was  changed 
by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  informing  him 
tnat  it  was  nearly  impossible  for  women 
to  return.  No  classification  existed  on 
board,  but  petty  offenders  were  compelled 
to  associate  with  capital  convicts  aad  har- 
dened delinquents.  This  appeared  to  him 
in  the  light  of  a  gratuitous  infliction  of 
pain,  which  was  discreditable  to  a  great 
country.  He  must  complain  also  of  the 
manner  in  which  women  were  brought 
from  country  gaols  to  one  spot,  for  the 

Surpose  of  being  put  on  board  the  vessels 
estined  for  New  South  Wales.    One  un- 
fortunate girl  had  been    brought    from 
Cambridge,  so  bound  in  chaios,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  saw  them  asunder.    Another 
had  been  brought  in  a  state  of  torture  all 
the  way  from  Carlisle.    When  once  on 
board,   no  distinction   was  observed  be- 
tween the  small  and  the  great  offender ; 
the   girl  whose   passion  wr   finery  had 
prompted  her  to  commit  a  petty  theft, 
was  placed  in  the  same  bed  with  the  shame- 
less prostitute  who   robbed  on    system. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
MarsdeOy  chaplain  general  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  stating  that  promiscuous  in- 
tercourse between  the  seamen  and  female 
convicts  had  prevailed  on  board  a  ship 
which  had  carried  out  a  great  number  of 
women,  previously  trained  under  the  care 
of  Mrs.  Fry  and  others,  to  habits  of  mo- 
rality and  decorum.      The  officer  com- 
manding the  vessel  had  enforced  stricter 
discipline  on  its  arrival  at  St.  Helena,  but 
the  change  was  attended  with  hardship 
and  crueitv.    Mr.  Giles,  a  missionary  on 
board,  declared  that  the  utmost  confusion 
and  insubordination  had  prevailed,  and  that 
the  convicts  and  passengers  were  imne- 
cessarily   put    on    short    allowance    of 
water,    which  produced  much  suffering, 
especially  amongst  the  children.    There 
was  here  evidence  on   the   part  of  Mr. 
Marsden,  and  the  House  had  before  been 
put  in  possession  of  evidence,  that  there 
was  a  want  of  accommodation  for  the  fe- 
male convicts.     A   few   of  them   were 
lodged  in  a  factory  at  Paramatta,  and  the 
rest  were  obliged  to  wander  in  the  streets, 
and  to  have  recourse  to  prostitution  in 
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order  to  procure  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence.* The  misery  and  depravity  of  tbes^' 
persons  were  so  great,  that  Mr.  Marsden, 
who  had  been  a  considerable  time  in  thd 
habit  of  contemplating  them,  declared 
that  it  required  all  his  fortitude  to  bear 
the  scenes  which  he  had  to  witness.    Hia 
object  was,  to  save  the  female  convicts 
f\rom  bein^  sent  to  the  factory  of  Para- 
matta ;  and  he,  for  one,  could  not  consent 
that  any  human  beings  either  man  or  wo- 
man, should  be  sent  to  New  South  Wale^, 
till  some  place  was  provided  for  their  re- 
ception.    He   had   already   stated   the 
helplessness  and  the  hardships  of  the  wo-* 
men  on  board  the  ships;   he  had  gone 
out  with  them,  hod  lodged  them  in  the 
factory  of  Paramatta ;  and  he  would  noir 
show  what  became  of  them,  when  they 
had  arrived  there.    Mr.  Marsden,  in  a 
letter  which  he  now  held  in  his  hand, 
said,  '<  The  hospital  of  Paramatta  is  di- 
vided into  two  wards,  one  for  the  recep- 
tion of  men,  and  the  other  for  women ; 
but  as  there  are  no  locks  on  the  doors, 
the  men  and  the  women  have  easy  access 
to  each  other,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  grossest  debaucheries  take  place.'    I 
have  remonstrated  on  these  things  again 
and  again,  but  no  remedy  has  yef^been 
provided.   These  regulations  are  attended 
with  the  worst  enects.  *  What  can  be 
worse    than    for    a   clergyman    coming 
to  visit  the  sick,  and  finding  meq  and  wo- , 
men  lying  promiscuously  in    the  same 
beds  ?    There  has  not,  for  a  considerable 
time  back,  been  either  a  lamp  or  a  can<He 
in  the  hospital,  nor  can  either  be  procured 
even  to  watch  a  dying  person :  and  I  bare 
frequently  been  obliged  to  grope  my  way 
in  going  to  visit  the  sick  at  night.''    This 
letter  was  duted  on  the  6th  of  February,* 
1818.    He  abstained  from  reading  other 
parts  of  it,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  cri- 
minate   individuals.    Whether   the  new 
system  of  this  year,  with  respect  to  the 
regulations  on  board  female  convict  ships 
would  be  better  than  that  of  last  vear,  ne 
should  not  inquire ;  but  he  objected  toa  sys- 
tem under  which,  when  the  women  arrived 
at  New  South  Wales,  they  had  no  place 
where  they  could  lay  their  heads.    He 
was  not  for  letting  any  ship  with  female 
convicts  sail  from  this  country,  till  some ' 
place  was  provided  for  their  reception.. 
He  did  not  say,  that  no  convicts  should 
be  sent  out,  because  there  certainly  was  a 
distinction  between  the  situation  of  males 
and  that  of  females.    He  could  not  see 
why  the  convicts  atpresent  under  lenience 
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of  trmiportarionin  Ensland  and  Ireland 
might  not  be  kept  at  toe  several  houses 
of  correction;  for  he  could  not  suppose 
that  of  these  so  many  were  hardened  in 
wickedness  that  danger  might  be  appro* 
bended  from  keeping  them  in  the  country. 
He  would  now  ask,  after  the  picture  of  mi« 
aery  which  he  bad  drawn,  whether  it  would 
be  consistent  with  humanity  to  consign  any 
more  of  these  wretched  females  to  the 
hardships  which  they  had  to  encounter  on 
the  foyage  to  New  South  Wales,  and  to 
the  subsequent  evils  which  awaited  them 
on  their  arrival  there  i  He  concluded  by 
moving,  <•  That  an  humble  Address  be 

S resented  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
legent,  prayiuj^  that  his  Royal  HighneM 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  stay  the 
sailing  of  the  Lord  Wellington  Female 
Confict  ship." 

^  Mr.  Wmerforce  rose  to  second  the  mo« 
,tion,  and  trusted  that  what  he  was  about 
to  say^  would  be  the  means  of  producing 
the  universal  concurrence  of  the  House. 
His  hon.  friend,  for  the  unwearied  atten- 
tion which  he  had  paid  to  this  subject, 
,was  entitled  to  the'thanksapd  the  gratitude 
of  the  country.  What  he  wished  to  state, 
was,  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  those 
who  agreed  to  the  present  motion,  to 
concur  in  all  the  sentiments  uttered  on 
the  subject  by  his  hon.  friend.  They  were 
at  present  engaged  in  an  inquiry  into  the 
atateof  the  colony,  both  with  regard  to 
the  manner  in  which  convicts  were  trans- 
ported thither,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  trestted  when  there ;  and  if  they 
thought  that  remedies  would  suggest 
themselves  to  the  committee  now  sitting, 
for  the. hardships,  to  which  convicts  were 
aubiected,  both  on  the  voyage  and  while 
in  that  country,  he  could  not  think  it  but 
right  to  stay  tne  sailing  of  this  vessel,  till 
the  result  of  the  committee's  inquiries 
should  be  known.  He  concurred  with  his 
boo.  friend  in  the  opinion  which  he  en- 
tertained of  Mr.  Marsden's  character,  and 
thought  the  testimony  of  that  gentleman 
OQght  to  have  great  weight,  aluough  he 
coiud  not  have  been  aware  that  a  public 
nae  was  to  be  made  of  his  letters  ;  for, 
with  the  exception  of  that  addressed  to  the 
eommitlee,  tney  were  all  written  to  a 
friend  in  confideooe. 

Mr.  Baihurtt  said,  his  hon.  friend  who 
had  last  sat  down,  had  sUted  that  those 
whowerenotdisposedtogoall  the  length  of 
the  hon*  mover  might  nevertheless  concur 
in  the  present  motion^  and  he  seemed  to 
think  that  lill  the  committee  had  made 


their  report,  no  more  convicts  .should  bo 
sent  out.  This  seemed  to  go  far  beyond 
the  present  motion ;  for  if  he  understood 
the  non.  mover,  his  object  was  only  to 
prevent  women  from  being  sent  out.  But, 
for  his  part,  he  could  not  see  why  men 
should  be  sent  while  the  inquiry  was  going 
on,  and  not  women.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  said,  that  though  it  might  be  danger- 
ous to  keep  men  in  the  country,  it  would 
not  be  dangerous  or  inconvenient  to  keep 
women.  But,  as  an  argument  for  sending 
convicts  out  of  the  country,  it  might  be 
stated,  that  the  assizes  were  loaded,  and 
all  the  prisons  in  the  country  full.  In  point 
of  morality  too,  he  apprehended  that  the 
plan  would  not  be  favourable  :  for  there 
fiad  been  frequent  complaints,  that  in  some 
of  the  gaols  there  was  no  division  between 
the  male  and  the  female  prisoners  s  they 
had  accounts  that  in  some  of  the  best  re* 
eulated  gaols  in  the  kingdom  it  had  been 
found  impossible  to  make  a  proper  classi- 
fication of  the  prisoners,  and  that  in  con- 
sequence vice  was  extremely  prevalent. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  to  distribute 
the  convicts  amons  the  several  prisons  In 
the  counUy,  would  not  be  an  expedient 
measure.  There  were  at  present  180  con- 
victs in  the  different  gaols,  of  whom  forty 
or  fifty  were  so  advanced  in  years,  that  it 
was  not  thought  proper  to  send  them  to 
New  South  Wales ;  there  were  forty  of 
another  description,  for  whom  accommoda- 
tions would  soon  be  provided  in  a  peniten- 
tiary ;  and  then  there  still  remained  ninety 
who  were  not  proper  persons  to  be  left  in 
the  country,  and  whom  it  was  intended  to 
transport.  He  was  not  prepared  to  deny 
that  there  were  many  inconveniences  at- 
tending the  situation  of  the  female  con* 
victs,  which  did  not  apply  to  convicts  of 
the  other  sex.  He  was  not  at  present 
arguing  on  the  propriety  of  sending  out 
convicts ;  but  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  it 
might  be  a  question  whether  morality  waa 
not  promoted  by  sending  out  women  to 
the  colony.  He  complained  that  the  hon. 
mover  had  ffone  too  far  into  the  details 
which  were  before  the  committee.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  the  female 
convicts,  on  their  arrival,  were  all  sent  to 
Paramatta:  but  this  was  not  the  case. 
On  the  arrival  of  a  ship,  the  inhabitants 
who  wanted  female  servants  went  to  the 
ship  and  chose  such  as  they  liked.  This 
permission,  however,  was  granted  only  to 
married  persons.  The  rest  of  the  cargo 
was  then  sent  to  Paramatta,  but  not  m 
such  a  situation  as  bad  been  represented. 
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JSuch  of  them  as  tr^re  refractory  were 
obliged  to  Work  at  this  factory,  and  per* 
haps  their  labour  might  tiotenaDle  them  t6 
procure  a  lodging.  But  here  they  were 
employed  only  till  3  o*clock  in  the  after* 
noon,  afler  which  they  were  at  liberty  to 
work  for  themselves;  and  such  of  them  as 
could  procure  work  would  be  able  to  pro- 
vidd  tnemseltes  #ith  a  lodging.  With 
Jregard  to  the  gross  case '  of  seduction 
which  had  been  mentioned,  it  certainly  did 
not  occur  in  the  ship  which  wds  sent  out 
last  ]rear,  nor  was  it  known  when  it  had 
occurred ;  and,  therefore,  there  were  no 
tneansof  ascertaining  who  the  master  and 
ifturg^on  were  who  had  been  guilty  of  siich 
fi'dereliction  of  duty.  If  prisoners  were 
not  to  be  sent  'but  of  the  country,  he 
ibhould  think  the  best  plan  Would  be  to 
have  penitentiaries  for  their  reception; 
but  the  hon.  gentleman  should  consider, 
that  it  could  not  be  the  work  of  a  day  to 
i>roVide  accommodation  for  all  the  prison- 
ers in  the  country.  It  had  been  said  that 
the  convicti^  found  great  difficulty  in  re- 
turning, when  the  period  of  their  banish- 
ttiettt  had'  expired ;  but  he  believed  that 
few  ^ver  wii^hed  to  return,  and  he  men- 
tioned that  merely  to  show  that  it  was  no 
Additional  hardship.  Many  of  them  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  the  country ;  and  he 
thoujght  it  was  staled  formerly  that  an 
industrious  man  in  the  course  of  five  years 
might  earn  as  much  as  would  pay  for  his 
passage  home.  '  He  would  not  say  that  a 
woman  could  earn  as  niuch  in  the  same 
time  ;  hut  he  thought  that  what  he  had 
state^d  was  Sufficient  to  prove  that  the 
hardship  Was  not  so  great  as  it  had  been 
represented.'  The  House  ought  not  t6 
cohsid^lr'that  the  persons  about  to  be  sent 
out  Were  ^  number  of  innocent  indivi- 
duals; on  the  contrary,  they  were  a  set 
of  persons  Whose  bad  passions,  of  every 
description,  it  was  found  most  difficult  to 
restrain  without  strong  coercive  measures. 
He  could  not,  on  the  whole,  see  that  any 
ground  existed  for  restraining  the  dailing 
of  the  convict  ship  m  question  more  than 
any  other. 

Mr.  Buxton  said,  it  was  stated  in  evi- 
dence before  the  committee,  that  th6 
humber  of  females  in  the  manufactory  at 
Paramatta  was  150,  6f  whom  120  were 
nightly  discharged  with  no  means  but 
prostitution  to  nhaintain  themselves.  The 
witness' had  been  aslced,  how  large  a  pro-^ 
portion  of  the  feniales  supported  them- 
fij^lves  by  prostitution/ and  the  answer  was 
hine  out  often ! 


Ftmate  Comktt. 
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Sit)  7":  B.  Martin  did  not  intend  to  take  up 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House,  as  in  the 
few  remarks  he  had  to  offer,  he  would  not 
follow  the  hon.  member  for  Shrewsbury  in 
his  rambles  to  New  South  Wales.  He  had 
heard  a  great  deal  said  about  the  height 
to  which  vice,  and  particularly  that  of 

g restitution,  had  arisen  in  the  colony; 
ut,  from  every  thing  which  he  could 
learn,  he  believed  it  was  not  ao  great  as  i( 
was  in  London.  He  could  not  see  any  end 
which. the  detention  of  the  ship  wouUl  an« 
swer,  except  one,  which  was  9  strong  ar- 
gtiment  against  it— that  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman wished  to  wait  for  the  report  of  tihi 
committee,  they  would  have  very  proba* 
bly  to  delay  the  sailing  until  nearly  the 
close  of  the  session,  at  which  time  the 
equinoxial  gales  would  be  near  at.hand^ 
and  then  what  a  situation  would  these  |in« 
fortunate  females  be  exposed  to  ?  He  gave 
credit  to'  the  hon.  gendemen  for  those 
humane  feelings  whicn  prompted  them  to 
such  steps;  but  he  thought  they  were 
Quite  mistaken  in  their  application  of 
tbenr  on  many  occasions.  If  they  con- 
tinued in  the  same  feeling,  it  would  be 
better  to  haveat  once  an  act  of  parliament 
to  reform  human  nature ;  for,  by  that  means 
alone,  could  their  views  be  iieconciled  to 
necessary  practice* 

Mr.  Marryaf  said,  that  from  the  Kne  of 
conduct  adopted .  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
on  the  other  side,  one  .might  be  led  to 
suppose,  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
an  executive  government.  Was  the 
House  to  suppose  that  his  majesty^s  mi- 
nisters were  unfit  to  devise  any  regulation 
for  the  management  of  tbecofony  ?  If  so, 
hon.  gentlemen  had  better  make  a  motion 
to  remove  them.  He  conceived  that  no 
sufficient  grounds  had  been  given  .for 
the  motion,  and  should  therefore  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  he  had  not  contended 
that  the  colony  should  be  abolished  alto- 
gether, but  merely  that  it  was  in  a  state 
which  needed  considerable  alteration  be^ 
fore  any  more  female  Convicts  were,  sent 
thither. '  He  had  objected  to  the  sending 
out  the  present  ship,  because  he  saw  that 
the  same  principles  were  acted  upon  as 
had  been  continued  on  former  occasions. 
With  respect  to  thp  observation^  on  the 
general  system  of  prostitution"  amq^g  ,the 
women,  he  should  beg  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  to  read  one  sentence  of,  th^ 
evidence  takea  before  the  commirtee.,  ti 
was  asked  of.  one  of  the  witnesses,,  b^^ 
for^  the  comtttittee,  whether  ate  wddiM 
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flouttctt  la  thd  ooiony  had  mj  other 
way  of  getting  motimj  but  hj  prottitu- 
CicNif  'Die  uuvrer  of  the  witaeM  wm. 
that  he  wai  not  nwm  of  any.  One 
cooiMaenoe  of  their  want  of  money 
watr  that  as  the  expiratioa  of  their  time 
they  had  no  meaoa  of  returning  home. 
Many  of  them  had  left  families  in  this 
ooiintryf  and  of  course  it  might  be  sup- 
posed that  they  were  anxious  to  return  to 
It.  Without  any  fair  means  of  gaining  a 
aidBcient  sum  to  ensure  that  objectj  it  was 
not  SQiprisiog,  ooaaidering  their  former 
habits,  that  tney  ahoald  havo  recoune  to 
auoh  digvtttiag  means  of  procuring  it  as 
imd  been  oientioned;  but  there  were 
others  diftrently  circumstaaced,  from  age 
and  infirmitr.  Upon  the  observation 
vaspccting  bis  rambles  to  New  South 
Wales,  he  should  only  say  that  he  was  not 
ashamed  of  them.  He  felt  it  his  duty 
to  bring  the  subject  thus  frequently  be- 
fore the  House,  and  he  would  not  be  de- 
iemd  by  it  from  the  sneers  of  any  hou. 
member.  When  the  House  should  haTo 
before  them  the  result  of  the  hboora  of 
the  oooMsittee,  it  would  be  foundt  that  so 
fiur  from  its  benig  required  to  pass  a  law 
to  regulate  human  nature,  it  would  be 
only  necessary  tw  repeal  some  of  those 
lawi  which  were  ooostantly  tending  to 
deprave  it.  He  had  no  high  oj^inloo  of 
the  tender  sympathiea  of  ministeni  on 
^hose  sid>jects.  He  had  in  bis  recolleotion 
irfiat  paawd  on  the  subject  of  ooa?icts  in 
Che  y«ar  1787«  when  they  were  first  sent 
out;  whan  (the  House  would  scarcely 
bdaova  it^  it  was  proposed  and  discuwed 
ia  the  pnvy  council,  whether  the  convicts 
at  that  time  sheaM  not  be  sold  to  the  Bey 
of  Tripoli  as  shsres.  This  proposition  (the 
praposisioB  of  lord  Auchland)  was  consi- 
dered, though  of  courK  rejected ;  but  it 
showed  how  Mltle  disposed  the  government 
were  at  that  time  to  attend  to  the  situa- 
tion of  the  ccQvicts.  At  the  same  time  a 
abip  that  was  sent  oat  with  them,  had  not 
any  aettled  destination ;  and  the  sentences 
ot:some  of  the  coovicts  had  expired  before 
they  reached  the  colony  to  which  they 
were  at  length  consigned.  If  hen.  mem- 
bers would  refer  to  what  had  been  saidon 
this  suMect  by  CoUias  and  Hunter,  they 
would  Bad  enough  to  coovince  them  that 
las  statements  were  not  overoharsed. 
The  motion  was  then  aegative£ 

OxroBD  City  Elsctiox.]  Mr.  C. 
Temnjfmn  said,  he  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  dHdmrghmt  mi^  of  those  paiaM  datiea 
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which  sometimes  devolved  upon  meirfieffs 
of  that  House ;  a  duty,  however,  of  the 
most  important  and  indispensable  nature, 
and  one,  therefore,  which,  nowever  unplea- 
sant it  might  be  to  his  own  fedings,  he 
should  be  among  the  last  to  shrink  from 
performing.  He  heldin  his  hand  a  petition, 
signed  by  a  considerable  number  of  highly 
respectable  individuals,  freemen  of  theci^ 
of  Oxford,  complaining  of  a  fli^rantbreaoh 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Commons  by  inter- 
ference and  undue  influence  on  the  part 
of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  at  the  latt 
election  for  that  city.  It  would  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  House,  that  some 
time  since  an  hon.  and  learned  friend 
of  his  f  Mr.  Denman),  presented  a  jpetition 
on  this  subject,  which,  bearing,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  House,  the  character 
of  an  election  petition,  it  was  determined 
to  refer  it  to  an  election  committee ;  but 
the  parties  to  that  petition  not  having  de« 
signed  to  question  the  merits  of  the  elec- 
tion, declined  entering  Into  the  necessary 
recognisances,  and  the  comnlalnt  in  con- 
sequence fell  to  the  grouna.  The  petl« 
tion  which  (in  consequence  of  the  sup- 
posed absence  of  his  hOn.  friend  on  the 
profemionsl  duties  of  his  eireuit)  he  was 
then  entrusted  to  present,  varied  tnate- 
rially  in  its  frame  from  that  which  -was  ao 
disposed  of  by  the  House,  and  wss 
altogether  free  fmm  those  objections 
whidi  had  diverted  the  former  petition 
from  the  course  that  had  been  desi|;n^ 
for  it  bv  the  petitioners.  The  petition 
stated,  that  his  grace  the  duke  of  Marlbo* 
roueh  beinff  a  peer  of  this  realm  and  a 
lord  in  paniament,  in  violation  and  con« 
tempt  of  the  resolutions  of  this  House, 
concerned  himself  in  the  late  election  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
city  of  Oxford;  openly  interiSered  by  him- 
self and  his  agents  in  such  election,  pro- 
posed one  of  the  candidates  to  a  body  6f 
the  voters ;  wrote  letters  to  others,  and 
procured  their  votes  for  audi  candidate ; 
expended  large  sums  of  money  on  his  be- 
half, and  otherwise  used  his  influence  to 
procure  the  return  of  that  candidate  as  a 
member  of  that  House.— >He  thought  it 
better  then  to  acquaint  the  House,  that 
afker  this  petition  should  have  been 
brought  up,  he  had  two  othm  on  the 
same  subject  to  present—one  of  them  was 
also  staned  by  several  respectable  freemen 
of  Oxford  who  had  not  signed  the  orighial 
petition,  and  contained  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  charge  against  the  noble 
diAei  the  ether  was  signed  by  tlie  nsjfor 
(*Z) 
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of  Oxford  and  six  other  most  resf^table 
nagUtrates  of  that  city,  coafirming  the 
fttatemeots  io  the  secoad  petition  to  which 
be  bad  referred,  and  praying  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  this  most  important  sub- 
ject.   It  might  not  become  him  as  a  new 
member  of  the  House  to  endeavour  to  im- 
press upon  it  the  propriety  of  ^complying 
with  the  prayer  of  these  petitions,  by  direct- 
ing to  them  its  earnest  and  immediate  con- 
.  aideration ;  but  he  hoped  he  might  be  ex- 
cused for  expressing  his  humble  conviction 
that  no  matter  of  privilege  more  imperi- 
ously demanded  the  scrutinizing  invest!* 
gation  of  the  House  than  the  interference 
of  peers  in  the  election  of  its  members, 
and  he  conceived  that  the  House  would 
think  It  due  to  its  own  dignity,  to  institute 
a  most  active  and  diligent  inquiry  when 
such  a  case  as  this  was  represented  to  be, 
of  open  and  undisguised  interference,  was 
distinctly  pointed  out  to  its  notice.    The 
charges  preferred  against  the  noble  duke, 
the  petitioners  had  fully  pledged  them- 
.selves  to  subst^tiate.    But  though  he 
entirely  concurred  in  their  sentiments, 
supposing    those    charges    to   be    well- 
founded,  he  bagged  to  be  understood  as 
in  no  degree  participating  in  the  responsi- 
bility of  that  pledge,  which  they  had  so 
.given.    At  the  same  time  he  was  fully 
persuaded,  and  this  persuasion  arose  from 
the    great    respectability  of    the    peti- 
tioners, that  they  entertained  a  perfect 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  their  state- 
ments;   but  he    sincerely  assured    the 
House,  and  the  connexions  of  the  noble 
duke,  if  any  of  them  were  then  present, 
that  it  would  afford  him  genuine  gratifica- 
tion    to   find    that    the  .petitioners  had 
laboured    under  a  misapprehension    re- 
specting the  conduct  of  the  exalted  indi- 
vidual m  question,  the  very  mention  of 
whose  name  and   title   brought  with  it 
some  of  the    proudest   recollections   of 
which  this  country  could  boast,  and  he 
should  most  gladly  be  convinced  that  the 
noble  duke  had  not  been  unmindful  of  the 
delicacy  of  that  political  station  which  a 
fjeer  of  this  realm  holds  in  the  constitu- 
tion.   But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  should 
appear  that  the  privileges  of  that  House 
had  been  infringed  in  any  one  of  the  parti- 
culars stated  in  the  petition,  he  trusted  the 
House  would  know  how,  by  some  decisive 
measure,  to  assert  and  vindicate  those  high 
privileges  on  the  preservation  and  integrity 
of  Which  all  the  freedom  we  had  enjoyed, 
not  only  constitutionally,  but  practically 
depended.   He  then  moved  that  tha  peti- 
tion be  brought  up. 


Oa^d  dtjf  fiketion. 
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Mr.  Bttthmrsif  after  the  resoH  of  the 
former  petition,  could  not  perceive  hovr 
this  coiiid  be  received.  The  petitioneis 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  proving 
their  allegations  m  the  only  way,  in 
which  chargea  of  this  nature  ought  to  be 
decided — before  an  election  conunittee. 
That  was  the  tribunal  to  which  resort 
ought  to  have  been  had;  because  the 
faets  charged,  if  they  eoM  be  proved, 
would  go  to  vitiate  the  election  itself; 
but  that  opportunity  was  not  embraced; 
recognizances  had  not  been  entered  into, 
and  the  matter  was  suffered  to  drop.  He 
did  not  see  what  step  the  hon.  member 
could  take*  upon  it  as  it  now  stood,  excepa 
it  would  be  to  move  a  set  of  angry  resolu- 
tions, and  they  would  be  productive  of  no 
other  eflfect ;  at  least  not  the  effect  of  re- 
moving the  member  mentioned.  He  should 
therefore  oppose  the  petition  being 
brought  up. 

Mr.  Serjeant  OmI&u  observed,  that 
there  waa  nothing  before  the  House  to 
justify  the  conclusion  of  the  right  boo. 
gentleman,  that  the  subseribers  to  the 
present  petition  were  those  from  whom 
the  former  petition  emanated;  and  ar- 
gued, that,  from  the  rejection  of  tbe 
former  petition,  or  the  abandonment  of 
that  petition  by  the  petitioners  themselves, 
it  did  not  follow  that  other  gentlemen 
diould  be  precluded  from  complaining  of 
a  breach  of  privilese;  and  in  this  case 
the   breach    was   alleged  to  be  *of  the 

frossest  nature.  It  waa  the  duty  of  the 
louse,  in  hie  opinion,  to  examme  this 
oomplaiaf ,  not  with  any  view  to  the  angry 
discussion  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
deprecated ;  but  in  order  that,  it  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  should  appear,  upon  in- 
quiry to.  have  been  guilty  of  the  improper 
conduct  imputed  to  him,  the  House  might 
come  to  an  appropriate  resolution,  een- 
demnatory  of  such  conduct,  and  also  pass 
an  address,  requiring  the  prosecution  of 
his  grace,  by  his  majesty's  attorney  gene- 
ral. .  The  House  ought,  indeed,  in  this 
case,  to  follow  the  precedent  in  the  reign 
of  Anne,  when  sir  John  Packington  com- 
plained of  a  breach  of  privilege  on  the 
part  of  the  bishop  of  Worcester,  in  using 
undue  influence  at  an  election  for  the 
city.  But  as  this  case  was  of  great  iro* 
portance,  he  thought  that  Ume  should  he 
afforded  for  its  funher  consideration,  and 
therefore  he  moved  an  adjournment  of  the 
debate  until  the  27th  instant. 

Mr.  JVunn  thought  that  the  case  of  the 
bishop  of  Worcester  waa  not  relevant  lo 
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the  praeent  qucitioii,  as  ft  did  not  arise 
Mi  of  any  election  petition.  He  did  not 
know  how  far  the  present  case  ought  to 
be  considered  as  a  breach  of  privileges. 
As  far  as  he  recollected  the  petition,  it 
stated  a  distribution  of  money  from  the 
duke  among  the  electors,  and  that  one 
member  had  been  actually  proposed  and 
supported  by  the  duke.  It  would  not, 
however,  be  right  to  receive  these  allega- 
tions as  true,  without  examining  into 
their  correctness,  as  there  was  scarcely 
any  question  which  affected  sn  election  that 
did  not  invohre  a  breach  of  privilege.  He 
threw  out  these  objections  cursorily,  and 
should  wish  the  House  to  determine  whe- 
ther th^  were  entitled  to  have  any  weig[ht. 
Mr.  heniman  thought  that  this  petition 
ought  to  be  read,  as  the  House  would 
then'  be  able  to  understand  the  allegations 
•f  it.  He  deemed  it  to  be  extremely 
Strang  that  the  rejection  of  the  former 
petition  should  lead  to  the  rejectbn  of 
this  also.  The  question  appeared  to  him 
to  be  within  a  very  narrow  compass,  and 
to  be  m  plain  English,  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  this,  whether  the  House  would 
or  would  not  allow  their  privileges  to  be 
violated.  When  such  a  question  was 
brought  before  the  House,  it  was,  in  his 
opinion,  the  duty  of  the  House,  to  enter 
into  an  inveitigation  of  it  without  delay. 
When  he  had  the  honour  of  presenting  a 
atmilar  petition  from  the  same  quarter, 
within  the  first  fourteen  days,  it  was  ob« 
jected  that  **  here  is  a  petition  affiscting 
the  return  of  one  of  our  members  in  a 
case  upon  which  a  committee  is  sppointed 
to  decide.  It  may  prejudice  the  minds 
of  that  committee,  if  it  be  noticed  by  the 
House  in  another  shape,  and  therefore  to 
avoid  the  consequences  the  Grenville 
committee  alone  should  decide  upon  it." 
This  argument  led  the  House  to  decide 
that  the  former  petition  should  go  to  a 
Grenville  committee.  The  fact  was,  that 
the  former  petitioners  declined  to  prose- 
cute their  petition  in  this  way,  because 
they  were  not  disposed  to  incur  a  most 
enormous  expense  of  an  inquiry  before 
such  a  committee,  the  result  of  which 
might  be  the  return  of  a  gentleman 
about  whom  the  petitioners  felt  no  parti- 
cular interest.  The  present  petition,  how- 
ever, appeared  to  contain  some  additional 
ftcts  as  to  the  breach  of  privilege,  disco* 
vered  since  the  former  one  was  abandoned, 
and  as  it  was  not  open  to  the  objections 
urged  on  the  former  occasion,  he  thought 
thit  the  subject  should' oaeet  with  the  se- 
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nous  consideration  of  the  House.  If  it 
did  not,  the  situation  of  that  House 
would  be  singular,* and  he  could  not  con- 
ceive upon  what  ground  the  petition 
could  be  rejected,  unless  it  were  meant 
that  no  breach  of  privilege  of  that  House 
should  be  investigated  by  the  House  itself. 
Was  <it  to  be  understood  that  the  inter- 
ference of  a  peer  at  an  election,  or  any 
other  violation  of  the  privileges  of  that 
House  with  regard  to  an  election,  could 
be  taken  cognizance  of  only  before  an 
election  committee  ?  All  that  the  House 
had  to  do  at  present  was,  to  receive  the 
petition,  and  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
allegations  it  contained. 

Mr.  GouUmm  said,  that  the  learned 
gentleman  had  misunderstood  the  real 
{question  under  consideration.  The  ques- 
tion was  not,  whether  the  House  would 
not  investigate  a  charge  with  regard  to 
breach  of  privilege,  but  whether  it  would' 
act  accordmg  to  law  by  refusing  in vesdga- 
tion  upon  such  a  subject  in  any  other  form 
than  that  wliich  the  law  prescribed.  For 
the  sake  of  the  character  of  the  House,  and 
the  consistency  of  its  proceedings,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  discountenance  apeti- 
tion  of  this  nature. 

Mr.  Tennywn  observed,  that  as  part 
of  what  haa  been  said,  particularly  by 
the  hon.  member  j( Mr.  Wynn)  attributed 
to  the  petition  statements  which  it  did  not 
contain,  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  clearly 
the  proper  course  that  the  petition  should 
be  brought  up  and  read,  and  then  the  de* 
bate  might  be  pursued  upon  the  question 
whether  it  should  go  to  the  committee  of 
privileges.  The  former  petition  had  been 
(as  the  House  had  determined)  an  election 
petition,  from  certain  individiuds  who  had 
not  thought  fit  to  prosecute  it,  and  vindi- 
cate the  privileges  of  the  House  at  an 
enormous  expense,  a  situation  he  thought 
the  petitioners  ought  not  then  to  have 
been  placed  in.  The  present  was  a  peti* 
tion  and  complaint  from  another  set  of 
individuals,  upon  a  matter  of  privilege, 
and  was  quite  another  ouesrion.  That  it 
was  so  would  be  seen,  it  the  petition  waa 
brou^t  op  and  read.  It  had  on  the  former 
occasion  been  urged  in  debate,  that  the 
parties  themselves,  who  were  then  sent  to 
an  election  committee,  might,  if  they  did 
not  like  to  prosecute  their  case  there,  pre- 
fer another  petition,  confined  to  the  oues- 
tion  of  privilege.  Thb  course  had  been 
taken ;  and  they  were  now  to  be  told  that 
the  matter  had  been  previously  disposed 
of.    Surely  this  would  be  a  most  ex- 
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traordioarj  pfoetiediBg  on  the  part  of  tbe 
Hoiue. 

Mr<  DenfMn  iupported  what  fiell  firom 
Mn  Tennyaon  aa  to  the  petition  being 
brought  up  and  reed»  and  confirmed  Mr. 
T**a  Btatement  aa  to  what  bad  been  said 
in  debate  on  the  former  occaaion. 

The  Speaker  laid,  tliat  it  waa  perhapa 
only  proper  that  he  should  remind  tne 
bon.  gentleman  that  the  former  petition 
did  not  pretend  to  be  an  election  petition^ 
but  only  e  petition  regarding  a  breach  of 
privilege*  The  originetl  question  was,  that 
the  petition  be  brought  up ;  the  amend* 
meatwasi  that  tbe  farther  consideration 
of  this  question  be  adjourned  to  the  27th 
of  April. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the 
amendasenty  and  negatived  by  13  to  S5« 
The  original  question,  that  the  first  peti- 
tion be  brought  up,  waa  negatived  with- 
out a  diviaion. 

Mr*  C  TetmpHm  then  moved,  that  the 
aeoond  petition  be  brought  up.  He  could 
Aol  conceive  how  any  question  of  privi* 
kge,  which  referred  to  the  interference  of 
peers  at  elections,  could  ever  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House,  if 
this  petition  were  not  received.  In  the 
first  instance,  a  petition  ia  preaented,  the 
aubjeot  of  friiich  neoessanly  containa  a 
mention  of  the  election^  at  which  the  in- 
terferenoe  is  averred  to  have  taken  place. 
The  moment  it  appean  that  the  matter  of 
the  petition  concerns  an  election,  it  is 
voted  to  be  an  election  petition ;  the  par^ 
ties,  however,  are  told  Uiat  they  may  pre- 
lent  a  petition  confining  themaelves  to  the 
question  of  privilege,  and  avoiding  all 
expressions  which  can  be  auppoaed  to 
tDuiCh  on  the  merits  of  an  election.  Now, 
he  did  not  know  where  a  person  could  be 
found  who  could  ahape  a  petition  of  thi^ 
80ft,  without  stating  that  it  belonged  to  a 
matter  of  election.  The  petition  he  was 
about  to  ofier  was  from  other  individuals 
than  those  who  had  been  before  turned 
round*  Their  object  was  merely  to  in- 
form the  House  of  a  gross  breach  of  its 
privileges^  and  not  to  seek  for  redress  for 
tbemselvea.  But  the  House  seemed  dis- 
posed not  even  to  hear  their  complaint 
read ;  for  underatanding  that  it  concerned 
a  ndatter  (though  a  mere  matter  of  privi- 
lege) which  arose  out  of|  and  waa  con* 
nected  with  the  Oxford  city  election,  aa 
to  the  merits  of  which  a  former  petition 
had  been  preaented  and  disposed  of,  they 
were  about  to  decide  that  it  could  not  be 
recetfiad* 
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Ifere  a  deailltorv  conveiaalioB  took 
place  between  Mr.  Bathnral,  Mr.  Wym^ 
air  R.  Wilaoo,  Mr.  Denman,  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  eacchequer ;  after  whid& 
the  question  for  bringing  up  tbe  seoosid 
petition  waa  put  and  negatived. 

Mr*  Tenn^ton  then  nM>ved«  that  the 
petition  of  the  mayor  and  other  city  ns»* 
giatrates,  ahould  be  brought  up.  He  said 
he  ahould  not  regret  that  this  debate  had 
taken  places  because  it  would  be  •  waro* 
ing  which  would  in  future  prevent  aajr  one 
from  making  himself  so  ridiculoua  aa  to 
bring  forward  any  question  of  this  aorl» 
since  nothing  but  pain  and  diseomfiture 
could  recoil  upon  the  petitioner*.  In  bin 
opinion,  the  best  thing  the  Uonae  could 
now  do,  would  be  to  readnd  the  standing 
orders  of  the  House  whioh  solenttily  ds* 
dares  that  the  *'  interference  of  peers  la 
a  hiph  breach  of  privilege,''  and  not  by 
retaining  it,  delude  the  creduloua  and 
unwary 

The  oueation  waa  then  put,  that  the 
third  and  last  petition  be  brought  opi  npon 
whioh  the  gallery  waa  again  cleared  for 
a  division.  The  diviaion,  however,  did 
not  take  place,  and  the  question  was  oe» 
gatived. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursda^f  April  8. 

Camslvord  Elbction.3  Mr.  Man* 
ning,  from  the  Committee  appointed  te 
try  the  merits  of  the  Camelford  Eleotioot 
stated,  that  they  had  authorized  him  to 
report  to  the  HousOi  that  the  aitiing 
members,  Mark  Milbank,  esq.  and  John 
B.  Maitland,  esq.  had  not  been  duly 
elected.  Mr.  Manning  farther  informed 
the  House,  that  tlie  Committee  had  re» 
solved,  <<  That  the  Committee  feel  it  their 
duty  farther  to  report  to  tbe  Houae,  thai 
it  appears  to  them>  that  practices  the ' 
most  corrupt  have  existed  in  the  Borough 
of  Camelford ;  but  that  tbe  diadnct  acts 
of  bribery  are  not  aufficieady  esCaUisfaed 
by  evidence  to  justify  them  in  aakinff  tiie 
interference  of  the  Houae."  Mr.  Man* 
ning  then  moved,  •*  That  Mr.  Sneaker  do 
issue  his  warrant  to  tbe  Cleric  of  the 
Crown,  to  make  out  a  new  Writ  for  the 
electmg  of  two  Burgeaaea  to  aerve  in  thia 
preaent  Parliament  fisr  the  Borough  of 
Camelfofd,  in  the  roomofMartcMilbaak^ 
esq.  and  John  Buahby  Maitland,  eaq. 
whose  election  baa  been  deleminad  to  mi 
void." 

Mr.  Sumner  declarad^  thai  this  lepert 
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w«t  extranely  tiiHaiitbetorjr.  The  com* 
nittee  had  reporUd*  that  corrupt  prac- 
ticas  exiatad  in  the  borough;  and  yet 
thay.  had  made  out  do  caie  of  bribery. 
He  ahould  therefore  inoTe»  (hat  tne 
apenker  do  not  iatue  hit  writ  until  the  26Ui 
of  April,  and  that  the  minutea  of  evidence 
taken  before  the  committee  be  printed. 
Mr.  Manning  thooghty  that  very  atrong 

frounda  ought  to  be  aiaignad,  to  induce  the 
louae  to  delay  the  iaauing  of  the  new  writ. 
^  Mr.  Qr^nfeU  aaid^  that  aa  the  report  of 
th6  committee  eaprasaly  declared,  that 
no  distinct  acta  of  bribery  could  be  iiiXiy 
eatabliabed,  it  waa  not  likely  that  any  good 
purpose  could  be  eoawered  by  the  print- 
ing of  the  aainutca* 

Mf.  Moore  thought  that  every  aubject 
coming  before  themi  which  affected  the 
important  queation  of  purity  of  election* 
ought  to  receive  the  utmoat  attention  of 
the  House.  It  waa  not  merely  the  bo^ 
rough  of  Camelford  that  waa  here  con* 
cemedy  but  the  character  of  that  House. 

Mr.  MnoAnuM  waa  of  opinion,  that 
the  eomosittee  ought  to  have  praaented  a 
apectfic  report  to  the  House,  aa  a  guide 
for  future  procecdinga  in  auch  caaea.  It 
really  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  moat 
jnane  tiling  that  ever  came  into  that 
Houae.  The  committee  said»  <*  we  are 
aatisfied  in  our  own  minds  that  certain 
oomipt  proceedings  existed  in  thia  bo- 
rough, but  diere  are  no  facta  to  justify 
auch  a  atep  as  asking  the  interference  of 
parliament."  He  believed  there  waa  no 
precedent  for  such  a  proceeding  as  this. 
Some  of  the  members  of  this  committee, 
who  were  present  at  the  drawing  up  of 
the  report,  had  said,  ^  there  are  no  pre- 
cedenta  for  this,  but  why  should  not  we 
eataUiah  one  ?"  But,  for  himaelf,  he  had 
a  great  respect  for  precedents.  With  re- 
gvd  to  delimng  the  writ,  what  good 
would  that  eroct,  unless  there  waa  a  hope 
of  being  able,  in  the  mean  time^  to  eaia- 
bliah  a  case  of  corruption  ? 

Mr.  W.  DoMgias  having  been  on  the 
committee,  said,  that  when  tlie  resolution 
was  proposed  to  the  eoaiuittee  for  this 
Spedal  Report)  it  waa  ahewo  that  there 
waa  a  svstem  pf  oorruptioo  existing  in  the 
borough,  which  deserved  the  attention  of 
the  House.  The  number  of  electors  was 
only  fiS»  and  from  thaa  circumstance  it 
wo«ld  be  Been,  bow^easily  so  amali  a  body 
might  be  corrupaed.  Such  corruption  aa 
waa  proved  to  have  existed  therc)  waa 
very  nearly  oownected  with  bribery,  and 
aairong  combinaaion'ldaa  was  prenied. 


Mt.  MiUmfg  aaid»  that  elwry  thing 
waa  kept  ao  nicely  within  bounds,  that  it 
waa  impossible  to  lay  hold  of  a  aiBgha 
circumstance  upon  which  to  aak  the 
House  to  interfere.  There  was  one  ain^ 
vote  only  which  could  be  at  all  laid  hohi 
of;  and  that  w^  upon  ao  unimpoTtaat  an 
occasion,  comparatively  speaking,  that  it 
waa  not  thought  worth  bringing  before 
the  House.  He  should  be  happy  if  the 
minutes  were  ordered  to  be  laid  befoiw 
them;  and  thought  aotne  strong  resolu- 
tion was  required  to  mark  the  aeaae  of  tbo 
House  upon  the  occaaion. 

Mr.  S.  Btmme  begged  the  Houae  to 
remember,  that  if  there  had  been  a  soa- 
jority  for  the  sitting  member,  he  weold 
have  been  declared  £ily  elected.  Waa  it 
fair  to  adopt  now  auca  a  proceeding  aa 
delaying  the  writ? 

Mr.  B.  WUbfoham  amd,  that  the  cons* 
mittee  had  aat  neariy  a  fortnight  in  tnvea- 
tigating  the  merita  of  a  caae  where  there 
were  only  SS  electors.  They  had  not  been 
able  to  produce  one  act  of  bribery,  and 
he  contended,  that  in  such  a  caae  there 
waa  no  neceaaity  for  any  ddiay  in  iasuiag 
the  writ. 

Mr.  Mamhnald  begged  to  state,  that  in 
the  only  caae  in  which  two  of  the  witneaaes 
beforethe  committee  were  brought  in  snp« 
port  of  the  ihct  of  an  act  of  bribiery,  tbiey 
gave  their  evidence  in  such  a  way,  that 
both  were  committed  to  Newgate. 

Mr.  F.  Douglas  contended,  that  it  waa 
a  report  founded  on  vague  aurmiaca  only, 
and  could  only  have  been  justified,  had 
some  specific  and  distinct  caae  been  made 
out. 

The  House  divided :  For  the  original 
motion,  103;  against  it,  15.  A  motion 
was  then  made,  **  That  the  Minutea  of 
the  Committee  be  laid  before  the  House;** 
whidi,  after  a  abort  converaation,  waa 
negatived. 

John  Chapman  and  John  flvEtTn 

REPRIMANDED  FOR  GIVING  FALSE  EVI- 
DENCE BEFORE  THE  CaMELFORD  ELEC- 
TION Committee.]  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Manning,  John  Chapman  and  John 
Evelyn,  wtm  had  been  coraasitted  to 
Newgate  for  giving  (alse  evidence  before 
the  Csmalford  Election  Gommttteev  were 
brought  to  the  bar,  where  they  re« 
ceiv^  the  following  Reprimaad  freni  Mr^ 
Speaker:— 

**  John  Chapman  and  John  Evciyii, 
you  were  reported  by  the  Select  Comnrit* 
tee  appoiaaed  to  try  and  detefaaine  the 
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menu  of  the  Petition  complaining  of  an 
undue  Election  and  Return  for  the  Bo- 
rough of  Camelfordy  as  having  given  false 
Evidence;-— for  this  you  were  both  of  you 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  serjeant 
at  arms  attending  this  House,  and  after- 
wards, by  this  House,  committed  to  his 
majes^'s  gaol  of  Newgate.  You  now  pe- 
tition the  House  to  be  discharged  from 
iarther  imprisonment,  expressing  your 
deep  regret  for  your  misconduct.  Much 
k  it  to  be  lamented,  thiat  the  feelings  with 
which  you  now  state  yourselves  to  be  im- 
pressed, had  not  at  an  earlier  period  sug- 
gested something  more  of  consideration 
for  the  fairness  of  your  own  characters — 
and  something  more  of  respect  for  the  sa- 
cred obligation  of  that  oath,  by  which  vou 
were  sworn  to  speak  the  truth.— You, 
John  Chapman,  plead,  in  excuse  for  your 
misconduct,  the  inexperience  of  youth, 
and  your  ignorance  of  the  forms  of  this 
House;— and  you,  John  Evelyn,  offer  in 
explanation  something  of  misapprehension 
of  the  purport  of  the  question  that  was 
asked  of  you  by  the  committee; — but 
these  are  circumstances  which  can  in  no 
way  account  for  or  extenuate  the  miscon- 
duct of  either  of  you.  If,  however,  your 
lepentance  and  contrition  be  sincere,  your 
own  reflexions  will  be  your  bitterest 
punishment.  They  will  remind  you  of  the 
disgrace  and  infamy  with  which  you  have 
branded  your  own  characters;  and,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  mark  the  striking 
contrast  between  the  lenity  of  this  House 
and  the  enormity  of  your  offence,  they 
will  teach  you,  what  1  hope  you  will 
never  forget,  that  truth  and  honesty  are 
the  only  means  by  which  this  stain  can  be 
removed,  and  yo^r  credit  be  re-esta- 
blished. I  am  now  to  acquaint  you,  that 
this  House,  taking  into  consideration  the 
petitions  that  have  been  received  from 
both  of  you,  has  ordered  your  discharge ; 
and  you  are  both  discharged,  upon  pay- 
ment«of  your  fees.'' 


PtUium  of  John  Buohtman. 
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Thursday^  April  22. 

PXTITION  OF  JOHK  BCCHAKAN    COM- 

PLAiNiMO  or  HIS  Imprisonment  un- 
Dsa  THB  Habeas  Corpus  Suspension 
Act.]  Sir  JL  WUson  said,  he  held  in  his 
hand  the  petition  of  a  person  of  whom  he 
knew  nothingmore  than  what  was  set  forth 
in  this  statement,  but  of  the  correctness 
of  which  he  had  no  reason  to  entertain  a 
dottbu     It  contained  the  complaint  of 


one  who  bad  been  deprived  of  his  liberty, 
under  the  powers  conferred  b^  an  act 
which  had  tnreatened  the  liberties  of  all, 
and  who  had  been  stripped  of  the  means 
of  vindicating  himsetf  by  the  indemnity 
granted  to  those  who  had  applied  for  tfale 
authority  which  enabled  them  to  inflict  the 
wrong.  This  latter  proceeding  had  showv 
that  the  late  parliament  had  disgracefully 
leagued  itself  with  the  instruments  of  op«. 
pression,  and  left  no  ground  for  wonder 
that  those  who  had  sumsred  should  with* 
draw  their  love  and  reverence  from  the 
government  of  their  country,  when  th^jr 
found  all  access  to  the  sanctuaries  of  jus* 
tice  shut  up  againstthem.  Thepetitioner, 
John  Buchanan,  described  hunsdf  as  hav- 
ing been  a  weaver  at  Glasgow,  and  the 
petition  stated,  *<  That  the  petitioner  met, 
m  company  with  nineteen  others,  in  Hun* 
ter's  Tavern,  Old  Wynd,  Glasgow,  upon 
the  22nd  day  of  February,  1817  (owiog^ 
to  the  pressure  of  the  times)*  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  most  legal  and- 
proper  method  for  prosecutinf^  the  re^ 
verend  doctor  John  Bums,  minister  of 
the  barony,  Glasgow,  fpr  parochial  relief, 
and  while  so  engaged,  the  sheriff  depute 
of  Lanarkshire,  followed  by  his  fiscallf 
officers,  constables,  patrolmen,  ^c  en- 
tered the  said  tavern,  and  said,   •  I  see 

<  you  are  all  there,  gentlemen ;  just  be 

*  quiet :  don't  be  alarmed ;  just  be  quiet : 

<  tneforty-second  issurrounding  the  house;' 

*  you  are  all  my  prisoners;'  that  the  peti- 
tioners, considenng  the  violence  of  the 
sheriff  to  be  a  gross  insult  upon  the  liber- 
tiea  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  requested 
him  to  show  bis  warrant  of  arrest,  but 
received  for  answer,  <  I  am  warrant 
'  enough  myself;'  neither  did  he  read  or* 
show  any  other  warrant;  that  thepeti- 
tinner  was  then  ordered  to  deliver  up 
all  his  papers,  which  he  did  without  best* 
tation,  having  only  one  sheet,  containing 
a  list  of  towns,  beginning  with  Manches- 
ter, and  ending  with  Glasgow,  copied 
from  the  Glasgow  Herald  of  the  ITlst 
February  1817}  and,  as  reported  by  the 
secret  committee  of  the  House,  did  con- 
tain secret  associations,  with  the  mad  de- 
sign of  overturning  government;  theoeti- 
tioner  was  then  seized  by  two  constables, 
one  at  each  arm,  and  in  that  position  waa 
forthwith  forcibly  dragged  to  the  common 

gaol,  without  being  told  for  what,  though 
e  repeatedly  requested  the  sheriff  to  tell 
him  the  same ;  he  was  there  stripped  lo 
the  skin,  and  searched  for  unlawful  papers 
and  weaponsi  thoQ|^  ifaqr  found  none  ef 
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miibtf  oo  him,  he  was  cooBignad  to  a 
cellf  not  exceeding  nine  feet  in  extent, 
and  three-fourths  of  the  said  extent 
covered  with  a  large  iron  bedstead,  a  table, 
a  coal  bunker,  a  cupboard,  and  a  stool, 
leaving  the  petitioner  so  little  room  to 
exercise  himself,  that  his  health  and 
strength  failed,  to  an  alarming  degree ; 
that  ttie  petitioner  for  the  first  five  days 
of  his  confinement  was  not  allowed  a  bea, 
aliment,  or  victuals,  nor  any  thing  else, 
cae  quart  of  stagnated  water  twice  per 
day  excepted,  all  necessaries  of  life  be* 
ing  kept  from  him  with  the  view  (ss  he 
supposed)  of  starving  him  to  death;  that 
the  petitioner  receivra  on  the  fifth  day  of 
his  confinement,  and  not  till  then,  a  straw 
pallet,  and  eightpence  to  provide  himself 
m  victuals,  coals,  washing,  and  in  fact 
every  other  necessary  of  life ;  tliis  sum  he 
received  daily  aftowards  during  his  con- 
finement  (which  was  twenty-three  weeks), 
Bothiag  more  111  He  was  also  this  day 
robbed  of  his  ink-piece  and  pent  he  re- 
quested back  the  same,  but  as  yet  never 
received  either  of  them ;  that  the  peti- 
tioner,  along  with  his  fellow  prisoners, 
petitioned  the  sheriff  for  an  aavance  of 
aliment,  but  received  no  answer;  peti* 
tioned  him  again,  received  for  answer, 
<  he  laughed  at  it  ;*  that  on  the  8th  day 
of  March,  Alexander  Calder,  sheri£Ps 
ollcer,  unwarrantably,  and  forcibly  en- 
tered the  petitioner's  house,  forced  open 
the  locks  of  several  drawers,  took  there* 
from  seven  or  eight  sheets  of  written  pa- 
pers, and,  with  the  exception  of  three 
sheets,  these  are  still  Jiept  from  him, 
thott^  he  repeatedly  requested  the  same 
since  and  before  his  liberation ;  that  the 
petitioner's  wife  and  family  were  reduced 
to  a  dreadful  state  of  poverty,  owing  to 
bis  loiw  and  clo^  conmiement,  and  only 
aospended  from  ^e  horrors  of  death  by 
the  eleemosynary  gifts  of  others,  or  sell- 
ing wearing  apparrel,  or  household  furni- 
ture, for  the  one-fourth  of  their  value,  for 
providing  victuals  to  satisfy  nature,  which, 
together  with  his  own  weakness  when  li- 
berated, reduced  him  to  long  embar- 
rassed circumstances;  that  the  petitioner 
K tioned  the  House  for  redress  Isst  year, 
was  answered  by  a  base  and  corrupt 
act  of  Indemnity,  for  a  corrupt  ministry 
and  spies ;  but  being  assured  lae  old  par- 
liament .  was  dissolved,  and  as  he  sup- 
poses a  new  one  replaced,  petitions  the 
House  a^n,  trusting  candour  and  con- 
science will  be  exercised  in  his  case,  even 
in  defiance  of  the  Indemnity  act ;  may  it 
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therefore  please  the  House,  to  take  the 
above  petition  into  their  most  serious  eon^ 
sideration,  and  grant  the  petitioner  such 
redress  of  grievances  as  may  once  more 
raise  him  to  his  wonted  sphere  in  society, 
fVom  which  he  was  brought  down  by  the 
bssest  act  of  tyranny  ever  exercised  over 
roan*" 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Statxov  thxBstablishxd  Chuscr 
IK  iRxt  AND.]  Sir  J.  Newport  rose,  pur- 
suant to  notice,  to  move  an  inquiry  into 
the  State  of  the  Established  Church  in 
Ireland.  It  would  be  recollected,  that  in 
consequence  of  an  address  from  that 
House  an  inquiry  upon  this  subject  waa 
instituted  in  1806,  and  that  a  report  from 
the  commission  appointed  on  that  occa- 
sion was  laid  before  the  House  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  One  great  object  of  thia 
report  was,  to  recommend  the  residence  of 
the  parochial  clergy,  and  the  propriety  of 
considering  the  union  or  disunion  of  pa* 
rishes  in  that  country,  by  authoritv  of  the 
privy  council.  The  union  of  parisnes  was 
such  in  Ireland,  that  in  many  parts  the 
parish  church  was  too  remote  from  the 
residence  of  the  Pirotestant  parishioners, 
and  this  was  obviously  such  an  evil  as  to 
preclude  the  necessity  of  comment.  When 
pasturage  prevailed  m  Ireland  and  tithes 
were,  comparatively  unproductive,  the 
union  of  several  parishes,  with  a  view  to 
provide  adequate  subsistence  for  an  m- 
cumbent,  became  a  measure  of  necessity 
in  a  great  degree.  But  then  that  neces- 
sity was  abated  as  tillage  advanced,  and 
yet  the  union  of  parishes  appeared  to  in- 
crease with  that  advancement ;  for  while 
those  unions  were  but  87  from  1718  to 
1780,  which  was  a  period  of  above  00 
years,  they  amounted  to  25  within  the 
interval  of  the  SO  following  years,  namely 
from  1780  to  1800;  and  within  the  hut 
18  years  they  were  no  less  than  84.  Such 
an  increase  of  unions  appeared  to  him 
quite  unaccountable,  especially  as  the  in* 
crease  was  accompanied  by  the  universal 
and  notorious  advance  of  tillage.  Here 
the  right  hon.  baronet  stated  several  in- 
stances in  which  different  parishes  were 
most  mconveniently  united,  ever  since  the 
year  1807.  These  were  circumstances  to 
which  he  fdt  it  his  du^  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  and  the  government 
and  both  must  be  aware  of  the  necessity 
of  affording  to  the  Protestants  of  Ireland 
an  opportunity  of  performing  their  reli- 
gious worship.    Of^the  injunes  retaking 
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to  the  Rrotestant  people  and  religioOy  from 
the  oauees  which  he  had  mentioned,  he 
bad  receired  informaiion  froni  various 
<|uarteni.  He  had  received  a  letter  from 
a  geatlemao  of  the  highest  reepectahiiity, 
which  he  thought  it  proper  tu  read  to  the 
House.  The  writer  atated,  that  within 
the  district  in  which  he  resided,  and  which 
comprehended  a  union  of  four  parishes, 
there  was  no  parish  church  or  resident 
dergjman ;  that  the  incumheot  was  ap- 
pointed about  eight  jrears  ago»  but  liad 
never  since  been  resident,  ne  holding 
another  appointment  in  the  Cathedral  of 
the  diocesan  from  whom  he  received  the 
iacumbency;  that  the  churcli  which  be- 
longed to  this  union  was  in  ruina  although 
Cbia  very  church  was  reported  in  perfect 
vepair  in  1 807 ;  that  upon  the  roof  of  this 
church  fklUng  in  a  row  veara  after  this 
report,  tba  united  parishes  subscribed 
900^  for  the  erection  of  a  new  church-^- 
yet  no  church  had  been  erected,  nor  had 
any  public  worship  been  aioce  performed 
in  those  parishes,  but  on  one  occasion  at 
the  private  house  of  the  writer,  where  the 
incumbent  thought  it  inconvenient  to 
repeat  that  duty.  Of  this  incumbent,  the 
united  parishes  never  saw  any  thing  but 
when  lie  came  to  collect  hia  tithes.  The 
biahop  had  in  consequence  been  appealed 
to;  and  had  promised  to  accderate  the 
building  of  the  church,  and  to  enforce  the 
residence  of  the  incumbent ;  but  yet  nei- 
ther bad  been  done ;  and  in  consequence 
of  this  want  of  a  place  of  pi^ic  worship 
for  Protestants,  eleven  were  induced  to 
attend  another  j^ace  of  worship^  Here 
the  communication  of  this  writer  termi- 
nated, and  the  right  hon.  baronet  animad- 
verted upon  the  circumstanoea  to  which  it 
related.  What,  he  asked,  had  been  done 
with  the  50O,QO0i.  voted  some  timesince  for 
the  erection  of  churches  and  the  purchase 
of  glebe  lands  in  Ireland,  or  how  came  it 
that  af^er  a  grant  so  liberal  such  a  case  as 
that  which  this  writer  stated  could  possi- 
bly occur  ?  That  some  of  the  diocesans 
in  Ireland  were  vigilant  in  enforcing  the 
performance  of  clerical  duties  and  the  re- 
aidence  of  the  parochial  clergy,  he  was 
ready  to  adroit*  The  archbishop  of  Cashel 
was  particularly  meritorious  upon  this 
anbjclct.  Of  the  six  disunions  of  parishes 
which  had  been  ordered  since  1807,  foar 
had  taken  place  in  that  arcbbiahopric  Bat 
in  other  parts,  the  most  extraordinary 
nnionfl  haci  occurred.  lo  order  to  provide 
aeme  remedy  for  such  a  system,  he  feit  it . 
*^'  duly  to  movci  "  that  his  royal  high- 1 


nesa  the  Prince  Regentnm^  be  pleased  ta 
direct  an  inquiry  to  be  instituted  into  tha 
present  state  of  the  Established  Church  ia 
Ireland,  by  a  communication  with  tha 
archbishops  and  bishops  of  that  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  similar  in  its  aatntw 
and  details  with  the  inquiry  instituted  by 
command  of  hia  majesty  in  June  1806  and 
of  which  inquiry  a  full  report  was,  by  his 
majesty's  gracious  direction,  piwsentad  ta 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  in  July  1807; 
in  order  that,  by  an  accurate  oompariao« 
of  the  reaulta  of  auch  inquiries,  it  naay  ba 
learned  how  far  the  recommendattoDa 
contained  in  the  former  rapori  bave  beeit 
acted  upon,  and  proved  emectaid  for  real* 
iaing  his  majesty  s  benevolent  and  pateraal 
intentions  for  the  protection  aad  support 
of  the  Established  Church  of  that  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  particuUvly  for 
securing  to  the  people  of  Ireland  the  be* 
neficial  influence  of  tha  precept  aad  ex* 
ample  of  an  universally  reaident  body  of 
parochial  clergy/' 

Mr.  C.  QraiU  rose  to  second  the  matins^ 
to  the  object  of  whidi  it  was  his  amuooa 
wish  to  give  all  tha  support  in  his  power, 
beiag  thoroughly  peraaaded  that  the 
atrongeathope  of  the  Ptotestaot  religioB 
in  Ireland  was  in  the  enforeement  of 
the  universal  residence  of  the  paredual 
clergy. 

Mr.  LteiUe  Poster  eonearred  with  Am 
right  hon.  mover  in  deeming  the  reaidenea 
of  the  parochial  deigy  in  Irebad  an  ah*- 
jeet  af  paramount  importance,  aad  lor 
that  objeot  he  balieved  the  Irish  bishopa 
were  moat  earnestly  aolicifeoua.  In  order 
to  show  that  aoUcitude,  bethevght  It  right 
to  lay  before  the  House  a  summarv  of 
what  bad  been  done  to  carry  tnta  enect 
the  report  of  1807.  It  waa  known  that  ia 
1 807  there  were  only  960  dnirches  erected 
in  the  1181  benefices  in  Ireland,  so  that 
there  were  no  less  than  288  benefioea 
without  any  parish  church.  In  each  af 
those  benefices,  however,  a  commodioos 
church  was  sipce  built,  while  several  oM 
churches,  which  were  previously  more  like 
barns,  had  undergone  complete  repair. 
The  bishops  and  the  board  of  first  fnrita 
were  not  tiierefore  fairly  chargeable  wi^ 
inactivity.  But  with  a  view  to  promote 
the  laaiveraal  residence  of  the  cleiiicy,  it 
waa  confessedly  necessary  to  provide 
glebe-houses,  aad  therefore  with  the  mo* 
aey  greeted  by  paHiament,  liie  baard  M 
first  fruits  had  already  purcbaaed  land  fbr 
such  bouses  in  299  benefices,  and  tfft9j 
endeavour  waa  making  to  conchsde  siasilar 
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purchases  m  the  sereral  parishes  in  which 
ttiey  were  still  wanting.    With  regard  to 
the  residence  of  die  parochial  clergy  until 
the  law  of  1808»  which  assimilated  the 
law  of  Ireland  pretty  nearly  to  that  of  this 
country,  the  Irish  bishops  had  not  the 
power  of  enforcing  that  residence ;   but 
aince  the  enactment  of  that  law,  these 
worthy  prelates  hadf  most  dilligently  used 
the  powers  widi  which  they  were  invested 
by  that  law  to  promote  uniform  residence. 
He  believedi  therefore,  that  there  was 
now  no  exception  of  residence  but  from 
ill  health,  or  where  a  glebe-house  was  still 
wanting.  The  right  hon.  baronet  had  men- 
tioned a  case  of  non  residence,  which 
could  not  be  heard  without  astonishment 
and  alarm ;  but  as  no  name  or  place  was 
mentioned,  it  was  impossible  to  form  any 
conclusive  judgment  upon  such  a  case* 
The  incumbent  and  the  diocesan,  who 
could  have  so  acted,  would  no  doubt  have 
beensuilty  of  a  serious  dereliction  ofdut]^. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet's  statement,  as  it 
appeared  at  present  could  not  be  contro- 
verted; but  if  he  would  mention  names,  a 
different  view  might  possibly  be  presented 
to  the  House  by  a  counter-statement.  He 
was  glad  to  hear  the  justice  done  by  the 
right  hon.  baronet  to  the  energy  of  the 
archbishop  of  Cashel ;  and  he  was  enabled 
from  the  best  sources  of  information  to 
do  equal  justice  to  the  lord  primate  of 
Ireland.    This  respected  prelate  excused 
residence  only  where  ill  health  required 
indulgence,  or  where  a  glebe -house  was 
wanting,  while   he   never  allowed   any 
clergyman  a  dispensation  to   hold    two 
benefices,  without  enforcing  his  residence 
for  half  the  year  in  each  of  these  benefices. 
But  really  he  was  led  to  believe,  that  in 
every  case  of  non-residence  in  Ireland  of 
late  years,  an  adequate  cause  would  be 
found  to  exist ;   and  it  was  due  to  the 
Irish  bishops  who  were  now  no  more  to 
state  historically,  that  from  the  conduct 
of  the  Irish  parliament  in  appropriation 
the  tithes  of  all  the  monasteries  which 
were  left  untouched,  very  little  or  nothing 
of  tithe  was  left  in  many  districts  of  that 
country  for  the  maintenance  of  the  pa- 
rochial clergy.     This  was  the    case    in 
Connaught  and  many  parts  of  MuoSter, 
and  hence  former  bishops  could  not  con- 
sistently enforce    the    residence  of  the 
parochial  clergy  in  such  districts.    The 
right  hon.  baronet  had  stated  that  18 
unions  of  parishes  had  been  ordered  by 
the  privv  council  sinee  1807 ;  but  it  should 
be  recollected,  that  there  were  six  disu- 
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nioDS  of  parishes  within  the  same  period  ; 
therefore  the  disproportion  was  not  such 
as  the  right  hon.  baronet's  statemeni 
would  lead  the  House  to  believe,  espe* 
ciallyas  alltheparishes  united  by  the  privy 
council  had  before  been  episcopally  united 
from  time  immemorial*  rour  of  the  dis* 
unions  had  taken  place  in  the  diocese  of 
Cashel,  where  tillage,  as  well  as  popula- 
tion, was  materially  increasing*  The  bi- 
shops were  indeed,  universally  impressed 
with  a  conviction  of  the  utility  of  pro- 
moting the  disunion  of  parishes  and  piuU 
tiplying  churches  as  well  as  enforcing  the 
residence  of  the  parochial  clergy  in  every 
case  that  circumstances  warranted* 

Mr.  Ifilberforce  expressed  his  wish  tQ 
promote  every  measure  that  promised  to 
urge  the  clergy  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  those 
of  £ngland,  to  do  their  doty.  He  was 
happy  to  hear  of  the  particular  testimony 
borne  to  the  conduct  of  some  Irish  bi- 
shops* But  this  was  not  enough*  The 
House  should  be  satisfied,  that  all  those 
peculiarly  entrusted  with  the  care  of  re- 
ligion and  morals  had  done  their  duty  { 
it  was  incumbent  upon  parliament  to  look 
for  this  satisfiu:tioQ,  ana  to  show  that  it 
was  prepared  to  enforce  th^  performance 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  all,  both  high  and 
low,  without  exception  or  favour* 

Sir  «/•  Newport  said,  that  being  under 
no  restriction,  express  or  implied,  from 
the  party,  he  would  mention  the  name  of 
the  writer  of  the  letter  which  he  had 
quoted.  The  writer  was  colonel  Bagot,a 
gentleman  of  the  utmost  respectability* 
The  name  of  the  incumbent  alluded  to 
was  Cox,  who  was  a  connexion  of  the  bi- 
shop of  Kildare,  b]^  whom  Mr.  Cojc  was 
appointed  to  the  incumbency,  while  he 
held  another  situation  in  the  cathedral  of 
Kildare. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday^  April  23. 

MiVBs'  Assessment  Bill.]  On  th^ 
order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading  of 
thU  bill, 

Mr.  Morrt^  observed,  that  the  principle 
of  this  measure  had  been  approved  by  the 
last  parliament.  It  was  originally  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House  by 
numerous  petitions  from  Yorkshire,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  mining  districts* 
It  being  a  practice  that  rents  shpuld  be 
reserved  in  ore,  it  had  been  originally  sup- 
posed that  they  were  liable  to  be  assessed 
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to  the  poor-rates,  as  part  of  the  ptodu'ce 
of  the  soil  had  been  so  assessed*  In  1716 
doubts  w6re  first  raised  by  some  ingenious 
gentleiiien  on  this  subject^  and  the  ques- 
tion had  a  few  years  ago  beeivfuUy  argued 
by  the  court  of  King's  Bench.  It  was  not 
his  intention  to  speak  disrespectfully  of 
that  decision ;  but  he  must  say*  that  it  had 
been  attended  with  very  serious  conse- 
quences. It  had  in  fact^  at  one  blow,  ex- 
empted from  the  jpayment  of  poor-rates 
the  whole  mining  class  of  the  commu- 
nity. From  the  statements  in  the  peti* 
tions  it  appeared,  that  in  one  parish  the 
number  of  paupers  amounted  to  lfi67i 
and  that  of  these  upwards  of  1,400  were 
miners,  or  persons  belonging  to  the  fa- 
milies of  miners.  In  one  pensh  the  rents 
of  mroes  were  11,800^,  while  those  of 
iiousesand  lands  attoounted  only  to  6,000A ; 
consequently,  in  that  parish,  6,000^  had, 
under  the  present  practice,  to  bear  the 
rates  which  had  formerly  been  borne  by 
nearly  IS fiOOl,  When  the  bill  should  go 
before  the  committee,  it  was  his  intention 
to  introduce  a  clause,  exempting  iron 
mines  from  the  payment  of  rates,  because 
he  believed  their  rents  had  never  been  re- 
served in  ore ;  and  therefore  they  could 
BOt  be  taxed. 

Colonel  JVood  said,  that  as  far  as  he 
was  able  to  judse,  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
confined  bis  observations  to  lead  mines 
alone ;  but  if  this  bill  were  carried  into,  a 
law,  all  the  mines  in  the  kingdom  might 
be  equally  liable  to  be  taxed.  The  hon. 
gentleman  was  right  when  he  said  that 
iron  mines  had  never  been  taxed ;  and  he 
might  have  affirmed  the  same  of  lead 
mines.  He  believed  the  owners  of  lead 
mines  had  first  been  subjected  to  a  tax, 
en  the  supposition  that  the  ore  being 
found  on  the  soil,  made  them  liable  for 
the  rates.  But,  if  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  refer  to  the  4Srd  of  Eli^eth,  he 
would  find  that  lead  mines  had  never  paid 
rates.  He  looked  en  this  measure  as  one 
which  tended  to  increase  the  demoralizing 
influence  under  which  the  poor  w«re  al- 
reidy  placed.  If  the  present  system  of 
the  poor  laws  bad>  oemoralizinfi^  ten- 
dency, until  these  laws  were  amended  let 
BO  more  property  be  dr^ged  under  their 
operation. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  objected  to  the 
bill  as  being  a  partial  measure,  and  only 
calculated  to  relieve  a  few  parishes  in  one 
county.  He  thought  if  iron  was  to  be 
vxempted  from  its  operation^  copper  ought 
to  be  equally  so. 


Scots  Jury-Court, 
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Sir  James  Graham  objected  to  this  bill, 
as  being  partial  in  its  operation ;  if  it  was 
general,  and  went  to  impose  a  liability  to 
the  poor-rates  on  all  mines,  he  would  not 
object  to  it ;  but  he  could  not  agree  to  tax 
one  species  of  mines,  and  that  too  which 
was  tne  least  able  to  pay.  The  hon.  baro- 
net concluded  by  moving,  that  the  bQl  be 
read  a  second  time  on  this  day  six  months. 

Lord  Milton  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  bill  ought  to  pass  into  a  law. 
This  measure  had  been  introduced  last 
year,  and  was  not  then  lost,  but  defeated 
by  parliament  being  dissolved;  there 
ought  not  then  to  be  any  prejudice  against 
it,  from  a  supposition  of  its  having  been 
previously  negatived.  Much  had  been 
said  tbovLt  the  cheapness  with  which  land* 
ed  proprietors  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
mines  procured  labour,  but  it  was  to  be 
observed,  that  the  great  nun^lier  of  pau- 
pers, and  consequently  of  the  poor-rates, 
was  caused,  not  by  the  landholder,  but  by 
the  miner;  as  the  work  to  be  obtained  at 
the  mines  caused  an  immense  increase  of 
population,  whereas  if  there  had  been  no 
mines  the  parish  would  be  inhabited  by  a 
few  fiirmers,  sufficient  merely  to  cultivate 
the  ground. 

Mr.  Curtoen  sahl,  that  the  4Srd  of  Eliza* 
beth  had  been  quoted  as  authority  to 
prove  that  lead  mines  were  not  originally 
liable  to  the  poor-rates ;  but  it  ought  to  be 
observed,  that  that  statute  referred  to  the 
speculator,  and  not  to  the  lessee.  Though 
such  an  exemption  was  made  in  favour  of 
the  former,  yet  it  had  been  very  properly 
withheld  from  the  latter.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber said,  that  the  bill  had  his  most  cordial 
support. 

The  House  then  divided :— For  die  se- 
cond reading,  4>S ;  Against  it|  77«— The 
bill  was  consequently  lost. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday^  April  26. 

Scots  Jurt-Court.]  The  Lord 
Chancellor  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  second  reading  of  a  bill  for  facilitating 
the  administration  of  justice  by  regulating 
the  jury  court.  His  lordship  briefly  stated 
the  ongin  of  the  act  which  the  present 
bill  proposed  to  amend.  On  the  motion 
of  a  noble  lord,  a  commission  had  some 
years  ago  been  appoinied  to  inquire  into  the 
administration  of  justice,  and  the  state  of 
the  courts  in  Scotland.  The  commission 
recommended  the  introduction  of  the  trial 
by  jury  in  civil  cases  .in  Scotland*    An 
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act  of  ptrliament  wagttibieqaeiitly  passed 
to  carry  the  recomneodation  of  the  com* 
misaon  into  efiect.  It  was  at  the  same 
time  found  convenient,  for  the  des|>ateh 
of  business*  to  divide  the  court  of  session 
into  divisions  or  chambers;  but  when 
causes  came  before  tl^e  lord  ordinary 
which  it  was  desirable  to  refer  to  a  jury, 
an  unnecessary  expense  was  occasioned 
by  bringing  the  case  first  before  the  court. 
The  saving  of  that  unnecessary  expense 
was  a  nrincipal  object  of  the  present  bill. 
It  authorized  the  lord  ordinary  in  the 
first  instanocy  if  be  thought  fit,  or  on  rep 
ference  to  the  dtvisionsy  to  send  the  case 
before  a  jury.  All  matters  of  law  were, 
however,  as  heretofore,  confined  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  and  the  lord  Or- 
dinary. The  bill  also  provided  for  the 
presence  of  two  judges  m  the  jury-court, 
and  enabled  them  to  consult  the  court  of 
session,  and  to  make  certain  decisions, 
called  tederunti. 
The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday^  April  26. 

Marriaob  Act  Amxndmxmt  Bill.] 
Dr.  PhiUimore  havinc  moved  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  further  consideration  of 
the  report  of  this  bill. 

The  King^s  Advocate  (sir  C.  Robinson) 
rose,  and  opposed  the  further  progress  of 
the  measure,  which  he  thought  not  at  all 
called  for  by  the  present  state  of  things. 
He  contended,  that  the  House  was  not 
yet  in  a  state  of  information  to  enablejit  to 
proceed  upon  a  matter  of  so  much  impor« 
tance.  It  was  true,  that  some  very  bard 
terms  had  been  employed  in  the  attack 
made  by  the  learned  doctor  on  a  former 
night,  but  none  of  them  were  warranted 
by  the  fact.  The  learned  doctor  had 
contented  himself  with  broad  assertions, 
and  had  formed  his  law  according  to  his 
own  notions,  but  it  was  by  no  means  cal- 
culated to  produce  any  beneficial  effect. 
He  then  entered  into  an  examination  of 
the  origin  of  the  marriage  laws,  and  mto 
the  necessity  of  affording  a  protection  to 
the  young  and  inexperienced  persons 
who  might  be  made  the  dupes  of  design- 
ing individuals.  He  did  not  deny  that 
there  were  some  defects  in  the  existing 
law,  which^  it  might  be  fit,  at  a  proper 
time  and  with  proper  Jights,  to  remedy ; 
but  not  in  the  general  and  sweeping  man- 
ner jiroposed  by  the  measure  now  under 
oonsidenlion.    He  wu  convinced  that 


I  the  bill  suggested  was  liable  to  many  of 
I  the  princifMl  objections  that  had  been 
made  to  the  law  as  it  stood ;  and  tn  order 
to  establish  this  point,  he  read  to  the 
House  several  of  the  clauses,  commenliog 
as  he  proceeded  upon  the  manner  in 
which  tney  were  worded.  He  particularly 
directed  his  observations  against  those 
provisions  that  related  to  the  period 
within  which  it  should  be  permitted  to 
those  whohad  marriedduring  their  minority 
to  set  aside  the  union.  He  resisted  also 
those  sections  that  referred  to  the  resi- 
dence of  the  parties  inthe  parish  where  the 
bans  were  published,  for  a  certain  time 
before  such  publication.  On  the  whole* 
he  saw  no  important  benefit  that  could 
result  from  the  measure,  while  it  would 
be  attended  with  msny  practical  inconve- 
niences. Under  these  circumstances, 
and  with  these  objections,  he  thought 
that  the  law  i>ught  not  to  be  altered.  He 
should,  therefore  move,  as  an  amendment 
to  his  hon,  and  learned  friend's  proposi^ 
tion,  "  that  the  report  be  taken  into 
further  consideration  upon  this  day  six 
months.*' 

Mr.  Serjeant  Ondow  contended,  that  tlie 
princii^e  of  the  bill  was  good,  but  thought 
that  taere  were  some  of  the  provisions 
which  might  be  advantageously,  omitted, 
and  that  there  were  some  deficiendea 
which  might  be  advantaseously  supplied. 
The  SSidtor  C^^raf  opposed  tlie  biR 
upon  the  grounds  that  it  was  completely 
contradictory  in  its  spirit  and  tendency  to 
the  general  marriage  act.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  support  the  present  measure 
unliMS  the  clause  by  which  the  marriage 
of  minors  without  the  consent  of  their 
parents  was  declared  null  and  void,  should 
be  observed.  By  the  present  bill,  a  prin- 
ciple totally  unknown  to  the  English  Isw 
would  be  introduced,  and  unless  the  House 
intended  to  destroy  the  vital  principle  of 
the  marriage  act,  the  amendment  must  be 
carried. 

Sir  James  Mackiniosh  conceived  that 
this  was  as  important  a  subject  as  any 
that  bad  recently  come  bfore  them,  inas- 
much as  it  was  one  upon  which  the  hap- 
piness of  society  in  a  great  measure  de» 
ponded.  He  therefore  thought  himself 
justified  in  saying  a  few  words  to  the 
House  upon  the  objections  which  had 
been  urged  against  the  measure  of  his 
hon.  and  learned  friends  The  first  objec- 
tion adduced  against  it  was,  that  it  would 
be  a  departure  from  the  law  itself.  To 
this  charge  he  most  plead  guilty,  because 
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he  did  not  see  how  mnj  amendment  to  a  law 
couldentirely  agree  with  the  law  itself.  He 
wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  manner  in  which  die  marriage  act 
had  been  originally  passed*  It  was  not 
an  act  of  deliberation,  but  an  act  of  the 
utmost  rashness.  Mr.  Pulteney,  in  at- 
tending some  Scotch  appeals,  was  struck 
by  the  harshness  of  the  then  existing  law. 
He  drew  up  a  bill,  which  was  referred 
five  different  times  to  the  judges.  After 
it  had  been  ao  referred,  lord  Hardwicke 
remoulded  it,  and,  driven  perhaps  by  per- 
sonal  altercation  into  a  zeal  for  the  law 
which  he  proposed,  employed  his  talents 
and  his  influence  in  procuring  its  enact- 
ment In  two  lines  of  that  act,  five  capital 
felonies  were  created.  One  of  its  most 
revolting  features  was,  that  it  visited  with 
the  most  severe  punishment  individuals 
utterly  innocent  of  crime ;  that  it  Inflicted 
a  less  severe,  although  still  a  severe,  pu- 
nishment on  individuals  who  were  the  least 
guilty ;  and  that  it  not  only  allowed  the 
naost  guilty  individuals  to  escape  with  impu- 
nity, but  in  many  instances  gave  them  a  re- 
ward for  their  treachery  and  cruelty.  The 
unfortunate  children  of  the  marriages 
against  which  the.  act  was  directed,  were 
declared  illegitimate:  the  unhappv  wife 
was  sent  back  into  the  world,  deprived  of 
her  name  and  her  reputation,  while  the 
husband,  who  in  many  cases  might  have 
devised  this  plan  ol  unmanly  triumph 
over  innocence,  was  rewarded  for  his 
guilt,  by  a  liberation  from  those  sacred 
engagements  into  which  he  had  basely 
entered,  with  the  knowledge  that  he  had 
the  power  of  freeing  himself  from  them  at 
his  own  pleasure.  By  that  act,  passed  by 
the  legislature  hastily  and  intemperately, 
and  contradicting  in  its  character  the 
principles  by  which  the  great  body  of  the 
English  law  had  been  rendered  so  venera- 
ble—those guards  which  had  been  set 
round  the  more  defenceless  part  of  the 
community — those  protections  which  jus- 
tice had  afforded  to  woman  against  the 
power  and  violence,  and  oppression  of 
man,  were  weakened,  and  in  many  cases 
wholly  withdrawn.  After  having  proceeded 
at  some  length  in  answer  to  the  various  ob- 
jections which  had  been  urged  against  the 
bill,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  con- 
cluded, by  observing,  that  if  they  trusted 
more  to  immutable  nature,  and  less  to  the 
stem  operation  of  law,  the  intended  effect 
would  be  more  fully  and  completely  pro- 
duced than  it  could  be  by  a  multiplicity 
0f  aevere  enactments  on  the  subject. 


Dr.  PkSliniwre  mAf  that  agreeing  tm 
he  did  in  most  of  the  etatemenis  whfdt 
had  been  so  forcibly  urged  by  his  bon. 
and  learned  friend  who  had  immediately 
preo^tod  him,  he  could  not  howeveif 
concur  with  him  in  the  sweeping  con- 
demnation whioh  he  had  pronounced 
against  the  marriage  act.  The  founda« 
tion  of  that  act  was,  that  the  marriages  of 
minora  should  tie  solemnized  either  with 
the  consent  of  their  parents  and  guardians, 
or  under  such  circumstances  of  publicity 
aad  previous  notice  as  should  afford  to  all 
who  had  an  interest  in  opposing  the  union 
which  was  id>out  to  take  place,  ai^  oppor- 
tunity of  so  doing.  Was  this  objection- 
able in  principle  ?  Surely  it  was  advtseable 
that  mmors  vi^o,  by  the  policy  of  the 
law,  were  protected  in  all  other  contracts, 
should  be  protected  also  in  the  most  im- 
portant and  solemn  contract  which  they 
oo^  form, — the  one,  too,  in  which,  fW>ni 
the  passions  and  temptations  incident  to 
their  tine  of  life,  they  are  most  likely  to 
be  deceived.  The  objections  to  tlie  act — 
the  evils  he  was  anxious  to  remedy,  arose, 
in  one  branch  of  it  f  i.  e.  with  respect  to 
marriages  by  licence)  from  the  sanctions 
and  penalties  bv  which  the  provisions  of 
the  act  were  enforced, — sanctions  holding 
out  such  encouragement  to  fraud,  and  a 
lure  to  perfidy,  that  they  were  a  disgrace  to 
thestatutebook — penalties  so  tremendous, 
breathing  such  vengeance,  as  it  were, 
against  posterity,  that  eminent  judges  in 
expounding  the  law,  had  been  compelled 
to  admit  that  it  was  intended  to  operate 
aeeinst  the  innocent.  In  the  other  branch 
of  it  (i.  e.  with  respect  to  marriages  by 
bans),  to  the  facilities  by  which  the  pro* 
visions  of  it  were  evaded.  The  arguments 
urged  against  the  bill  by  the  solicitor  ge- 
neral were  if  analysed  entirely  of  a  techni* 
cat  nature ;  those  of  the  king's  advocate 
were  resolvable  into  this,  that  the  House 
ou^ht  never  to  think  of  aJtering  a  measure 
which  nearly  70  years  ago  was  introduced 
into  parliament  by  the  twelve  judges  and 
lord  Hardwicke.  In  the  first  place,  the 
twelve  judges  could  not  introduce  any 
measure  into  parliament ;  and  in  the  next, 
the  bill  which  was  submitted  to  their  con- 
sideration, never  obtained  the  sanction  of 
the  legislatures  and  with  respect  to  lord 
Hardwicke  it  happened  most  unfortunately 
for  those  who  wished  to  shelter  their  op- 
position to  the  present  measure  under  tne 
authority  of  his  venerable  name,  that  he 
was  well  aware  of  the  evils  of  the  bill  as  it 
finaHy  passed  the  legislaturoi  and  looked 
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forward  to  future  times  to  remedy  tb^. 
Of  tliis  there  exists  most  authentic  evt- 
dence ;  for  in  the  Hardwicke  papers  there 
is  a  letter  from  a  clergyman  (Dr.  Birch^, 
who  states  himself  to  have  been  present  m 
the  House  of  Lords  when  the  marriage  act 
was  returned  with  its  amendments  from 
the  Commons,  and  who  gives  lord  Hard- 
wicke's  opinion  in  the  following  words: 
**  The  lord  chancellor  declared  his  concur- 
rence with  all  the  amendments,  thoueh  some 
of  them  evidently  weakened  the  billas  sent 
down  from  that  House,  since  the  sub- 
stance of  it  was  of  so  much  moment  to 
the  nation,  and  these  defects  might  be 
supplied  by  a  subsequent  one."  Nay,  so 
strongly  did  be  feel  the  necessity  of  revi- 
sion and  reconsideration  of  the  measure, 
that  Dr.  Birch  reports  him  to  have  thus 
illustrated  his  ideas  on  the  subject:  **  He 
hop^  their  lordships  would  act  as  their 
predecessors  had  done  in  the  case  of  the 
act  of  settlement  under  king  William^ 
when  the  Commons,  who  were  generally 
thought  ill  affected  to  it,  clogged  it  with 
many  impracticable  limitations,  in  order 
to  prevent  their  lordships  from  passing  it, 
who,  on  the  other  hand,  wisely  consented 
to  the  whole,  for  the  sake  of  securing  the 
succession  itself,  resolving  to  wait  for 
some  favourable  opportunity  to  retrench 
the  exceptionable  clauses  connected  with 
it."*  It  had  been  said,  that  the  evils 
arising  from  the  operation  of  the  law  in 
its  present  state  were  of  rare  occurrence, 
and  he  had  been  called  upon  to  produce 
examples;  he  felt  consioerable  surprise 
at  the  nature  of  this  demand,  and  at  the 
quarter  from  which  it  was  made ;  for  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  the  king's  advo- 
cate, could  not  be  so  ignorant  of  all  that 
was  passing  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts  as 
not  to  know  that  those  evils  weremonstrous, 
and  almost  of  daily  occurrence.  In  the  case 
of  Wattle  V.  Hathaway,  decided  by  the  de- 
legates in  1789,  the  woman  was  a  minor  at 
the  time  of  the  marriage ;  the  husband 
obtained  the  licence,  swearing  that  she 
wasofage«--four  children  were  the  fruit 
of  their  union;  bem^  in  great  poverty,  he 
went  to  the  East  Indies,  where  he  amassed 
considerable  wealth ;  he  returned  to  this 
country,  and  27  jrears  from  iSie  date  of 
his  marriage  instituted  proceedings  to 
annul  It,  on  the  ground  of  his  wife  having 
been  a  minor  at  the  time  he  swore  she 
was  of  age,  and  he  succeeded  in  his  suit* 


*  See  Parliamentary  History  of  Eng- 
landi  ¥oL  15,  JK  84. 


In  Hewitt  o.  Bratcher,  the  marriage  was 
set  aside  on  account  of  the  minority  of 
the  wife,  at  the  suit  of  the  husband,  after  a 
cohabitation  of  25  yesrs.  In  Peyton  v. 
Salmon,  the  parties  had  been  married 
several  years«^two  childiren  were  bom  to 
them ;  the  man  read  one  of  the  nullitv 
cases  in  the  newspapers— he  knew  himself 
not  to  have  been  of  age  at  the  time  he 
procured  his  licence ;  he  instituted  a  suit 
to  annul  his  marriage  in  the  Consistory 
court  in  1808  ;  failing  in  his  proof  there, 
he,  in  1809f  commenced  proceedings  in 
the  court  of  Peculiars,  and  the  marriagd 
was  declared  null  and  void.  In  Watson 
v.  Little,  the  marriage  took  place  in  1787 ; 
the  issue  of  it  were  six  children ;  the  man 
obtained  the  licence  on  the  wife's  assuring 
him  she  was  of  age— as  she  was,  within  a 
very  few  months ;— -eighteen  years  after- 
wards she  formed  an  adulterous  inter- 
course with  another  man,  and  then  an- 
nulled her  marriage,  and  bastardized  her 
children.  Walker  v.  Longstaff,  before 
the  Consistory  in  1812;  Balfour  v.  Car* 
penter  before  the  Arches  in  181 1 ;  Jeffiies 
e.  Foster  before  the  Consistory  in  1813 ; 
Day  V.  Jarvis  1814;  Potter  o.  Potter 
1814,  are  all  cases  of  the  same  description; 
and  there  is  at  this  moment  a  cause  pend- 
ing, in  which  the  cohabitation  has  sub- 
sisted for  22  years;  there  are  5  or  6 
children,  and  the  husband  is  proceeding 
to  annul  the  marriage  on  the  ground  of 
his  having  been  a  minor  at  the  time  it  was 
contracted,  he  baring  then  sworn  himself 
to  be  of  age,  and  being  within  six  weeks 
of  21  years.  If  this  fact  is  established,  the 
court  will  have  no  option  but  to  set  aside 
the  marriage.  The  operation  of  the  law 
with  respect  to  illegitimate  minors  is,  if 
possible,  more  harsh  and  severe ;  for  in 
their  case  it  has  been  held  absolutely  ne« 
cessary  that  there  shall  have  been  the 

Crevious  consent  of  a  guardian  appointed 
y  the  high  court  of  chancery.  Ly  dianTs 
case  in  1799  is  a  striking  illustration  of 
this.  Harriet  Lydiard  was  the  natural 
daughter  of  Mr.  Whitdock  and  Sarah 
Lydiard;  he  recogniaed  her  as  hia 
daughter,  bequeathed  to  her  property 
by  his  will,  and  left  her  mother  and  an- 
other person  his  executors  and  her 
guardians.  She  married  Mr.  Homer  at 
the  age  of  20,  with  tfie  consent  of  her 
moth^  and  guardian,  and  it  was  stated  in 
the  licence  that  she  had  that  consent; 
three  rears  afterward  Mr.  Homer  set 
aside  this  marriage  because  it  had  not  ^le 
sanction  of  a  guardian  appointed  by  the 
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court  of  chancery.  In  Priesdeyvb  Hughes, 
John  Wjftne  married  Jane  Hughes,  an  ille- 
gitimate child,  with  the  consent  of  her 
mother ;  the  issue  of  that  marriage  was  a 
daughter ;  the  father  died  first;  the  grand- 
father died  in  1796,  and  at  his  death  con- 
siderable property  descendbd  to  the  grand- 
daughter, which  was  wrested  frpm  her  in 
1809,  on  proof  being  made  by  the  heir  at 
law,  that  Jane  Hughes  was  married  with- 
out the  consent  of  a  guardian  appointed 
by  the  high  court  of  chancery.-- -Such  is 
the  operation  of  the  law  which  has  been 
charaqterized  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sions this  night,  by  the  appropriate  epithet 
of  merciful,  and  such  are  the  amendments 
of  it,  which  have  been  stigmatized  as  un- 
wise and  impolitic!  Neither  the  House 
nor  the  country  can  have  been  aware  of 
the  extent  and  enormity  of  the  evil,  or  it 
could  not  have  been  so  long  tolerated  and 
endured.  A  poet,  who  well  understood 
human  nature,  and  who  had  looked  deep 
into  the  foundations  of  civil  society,  des- 
cribed that  period  as  the  commencement 
of  civilization  and  refinement  when  per- 
sons began  to  cohabit  together  in  marriage 
and  issue  was  born  from  such  union— 

Tam  mulier  conjuncta  viro  concessit  in  unam 
Castiuque  privats  Veneris  connubia  Ista 
Cognita  sunt,  prolemque  ex  se  videre  creatam. 

But  now  the  whole  order  of  civilization 
seemed  inverted,-^in  this  our  England  in 
the  19th  century,  it  seemed  as  if  it  were 
competent  to  a  husband  when  sated  with 
enjoyment,  to  discard  his  wife,— when 
elated  with  prosperity,  to  get  rid  of  her 
with  whom  he  had  been  united  and  asso- 
ciated in  the  days  of  adversity.  It  was 
competent  to  a  father,  when  he  was  too 
indolent  to  maintain  his  children,  to  rend 
asunder  all  the  tender  charities  of  life, 
and  to  turn  them  loose  upon  society  as 
outcasts  and  vagabonds.— As  to  the  second 
branch  of  the  bill,  it  certainly  was  most 
extraordinary,  that  while  the  law  was 
BO  stern  and  severe  with  respect  to  mar- 
riages of  minors  by  licence,  no  protec- 
tion whatever  was  afforded  to  the  minor 
who  is  married  by  bans.  Bans  un- 
doubtedly were  the  ancient  mode  by 
which  matrimony  was  solemnized ;  and  in 
the  simpler  stages  of  society,  when  the 
parish  minister  was  acquainted  with  all 
nis  parishioners,  no  more  admirable  mode 
could  be  devised.  The  marriage  act  en- 
joins, that  all  bana  of  matrimony  shall 
be  published  in  an  audible  manner  in  the 

Eariah  church  where  the  parties  reside ; 
ut  by  a  subsequent  dausci  it  forbids  all 
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inquiry  after  the  marriage  baa  been  cde* 
brated,  into  the  residence  of  the  parties  7 
the  consequence  of  this  is,  that  banns 
have  ceased  to  be  a  publication  or  notice 
to  parents  or  guardians ;  and  in  the  po-» 
pulous  cities  of  this  kingdom,  the  banns 
are  daily  published  of  persons  who  havs 
no  connexion  with  the  places;  and  die 
marriage  act  In  tliis  respect  is  reduced  ts 
an  entire  nullity  ;«-^for  example,  in  the 
three  last  months  of  1817,  the  banns  of 
284  couple  were  published  in  the  parish 
church  of  Marylebone;  of  these  56S 
persons,  all  but  two  were  described  as  be* 
longing  to  the  parish,  whereas  the  bet 
was  notoriously  otherwise. — In  the  case 
of  Paget  V.  Tomkins,  William  Peter 
Pa^et,  a  boy  of  17,  married  his  mother's 
maid;  the  banns  were  published  in  the 
parish  church  of  St.  Andrew's,  Holbora, 
m  which  both  the  parties  were  utter 
strangers;  —  fortunately,  the  name  of 
Peter  was  omitted  in  the  publication,  and 
for  this  omission,  the  court  felt  itself  au- 
thorized to  set  aside  the  marriage,  which, 
had  the  name  of  Peter  been  mentioned^ 
must  have  been  indissoluble*  In  a  more 
recent  case,  a  boy  of  17,  greatly  con- 
nected, the  son  indeed  of  a  member  of 
this  House  in  the  last  parliament,  was  io 
the  interval  between  Eton  and  College 
married  to  the  daughter  of  a  huntsman^ 
in  a  church  in  the  Borough ;  in  this  parish 
the  parties  had  never  resided.  During 
the  performance  of  the  ceremony  the 
clergyman,  struck  with  the  youthful  ap- 
pearance of  the  young  man,  interrupted 
the  ceremony  to  question  the  parties  as 
to  their  residence  m  the  parish,  and  the 
consent  of  their  parents ;  alt  these  questions 
were  satisfactorily  answered  by  the  mother 
of  the  woman,  and  in  spite  of  this  unblush* 
ing  falsehood,  the  marriage  was  so  valid 
that  it  was  feared  it  would  be  impossible  to 
annul  it.  These  were  anomalies  in  the 
law  which  called  loudly  for  redress— the 
object  was,  to  render  the  matrimonial 
law  equal  and  uniform  in  its  operation^ 
and  to  strip  it  of  the  unjust  and  unne- 
cessary severity  by  which  it  was  now 
enforced.— The  hon.  member  concluded 
with  stating,  that  his  sense  and  experi^ 
enceof  the  evils  and  injustice  reauitioff 
from  the  actual  operation  of  the  law,  haa 
alike  induced  him  to  attempt  the  amend- 
ment of  it,  and  that  he  was  anxioys  to 
submit  this  bill  to  the  calm  and  unbiassed 
judgment,  and  consideration  of  the  House. 
The  question  being  put,  '<  That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  le(t  out|  stand  part  of 
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the  quettion,**  the  House  divided ;  Ayes, 
98;  Noes,  27. 

List  of  the  MinorUy^ 

Arbuthnot,  rthon.  C.  Msconochie,  A. 

BaOiurst,  rt.  hon.  C.  M*Naghten,  A. 

Brownlow,  W.  Mont^mery,  ^ir  J. 

Castlereagby  visct  Pole,  rt.  hon.  W,  W. 

Clerk,  sir  G.  Robertson,  A. 

Cockburne,  sir  G.  Robinson,  rt  hon.  F. 

Clive,  H.  Shepherd,  sir  S. 

CoUett,  £.  Scott,  right  hoo.  W. 

Evens,  capt.  Shephera,  E. 

Foster,  right  hon.  J.  Stewart,  A. 

Foster,  J.  L.  Wallace,  rt  hon.  W. 
Grant,  R.  telleus. 

Bolford,  G.  Gifford,  sir  R. 

Houston,  A.  Robinson,  sir  C. 
Joliffe,  IL 

Scotch  Poor  Rblibf  Rbgulatiok 
Bi  LL*]  Mr.  Kennedy  rose  to  move  the  order 
of  the  daji  for  the  House  resolving  itself 
Into  a  committee  on  this  bill,  and  said, 
that  the  House  had  hitherto  indulged  him 
by  permitting  the  bill  to  advance  to  the 
present  stage,  without  any  statement  of 
iti  object  or  of  the  principles  upon  which 
it  was  founded*  He  had  abstained  from 
saying  aov  thing  from  the  state  of  the 
House,  when  it  was  read  a  second  time, 
but  he  had  now  some  cause  to  regret  the 
course  he  had  followed,  because  the  sub- 
ject was  one  of  a  most  delicate  nature, 
and  such  as  could  not  fail  to  excite  great 
interest  in  that  part  of  the  empire  to 
which  it  immediately  related.  It  was  a 
'subject  on  which  it  was  of  peculiar  im- 
portance, that  any  one  who  ventured  to 
make  a  proposition  to  the  House  should 
nol  be  misunderstood.  It  was  essential 
that  a  true  view  of  the  intentions  in  which 
the  measure  originated  should  go  forth  to 
the  public,— that  the  public  mind  should 
not  be  permitted  to  renw.in  in  error.*  He 
boped  the  House  would  bear  with  him 
while  he  suted  as  briefly  as  he  could, 
the  object  and  the  bearings  of  the  measure 
which  ue  had  presumed  to  introduce  to 
their  consideration ;  and  which  he  hoped 
might  not  be  altogether  uninteresting  in 
rerarence  to  the  difficulties  which  the 
same  subject  presented  in  England.  The 
measure  had  been  in  his  contemplation 
for  some  time,  and  about  two  years  ago, 
when  he  had  not  the  honour  or  a  seat  in 
that  House,  an  hon.  and  learned  friend 
of  his  had  given  notice  of  his  intention 
to  bring  it  forward ;  but  the  committee  on 
the  poor  laws  had  then  been  appointed, 
and  m  deference  to  that  committee,  not 
from  any  change  of  opiniooi  that  boo. 


friend  had  been  induced  for  a  time  to 
abandon  it.  He  felt  the  responsibility  be 
incurred,  and  perhaps  the  presumption 
which  attached  to  his  now  bringing  it  for- 
ward, and  would  have  shrunk  from  the 
undertaking,  but  from  a  conviction  that 
the  measure  was  called  for,— >that  the  pre- 
sent was  a  most  critical  moment,  and  that 
a  measure  which  would  now  be  effica- 
cious, might  in  a  short  time  come  too  late. 
He  had  resolved,  therefore,  to  run  any 
risk  which  might  be  personal  to  himselfp 
hoping  to  carry  a  sare,  simple,  and  effi- 
cacious remedy  for  many  evils,— a  mea- 
*^sure  he  was  happy  to  say  which  had  re- 
ceived such  a  sanction  from  persons  con- 
nected with  Scotland,  and  from  names 
possessing  a  weight  of  authority  which 
could  scarcely  faifto  secure  the  ultimate 
success  of  the  bill,  without  the  utmost 
probability  of  which  it  would  not  be  jus- 
tifiable to  call  the  attention  of  parlia- 
ment to  the  subject 

It  would  be  unneceuary  to  set  out,  by 
stating  any  very  general  principles ;  such 
views  he  considered  as  settled,  that  it  did 
not  remain  for  him  to  argue  the  disadvan- 
tages of  poor-rates,  or  the  policy  of  guard- 
ing against  them,  where  they  yet  exist^ 
in  a  mild  form.  If  there  were  persons 
who  disputed  such  propositions,  who  were 
of  opinion,  that  poor*rates  were  beneficial 
to  a  people,  he  could  not  hope  to  convince 
them,  wnere  others  had  failed.  He  should 
not  discharge  his  duty  to  the  House,  in 
an^  acceptable  way,  were  he  to  do 
more  than  detail  the  peculiarities  of 
Scotland :  to  make  as  short  and  simple 
a  statement,  as  would  justify  the  measure^ 
which  he  had  ventured  to  introduce  into 
the  House.  The  hon.  member  wished,  in 
the  first  place,  to  advert  to  the  old  law 
and  practice  of  Scotland,  respecting  the 
poor,  but  that,  only,  as  affecting  their 
maintenance.  The  ancient  statute  law  of 
Scotland  was  loaded  by  regulating  enact- 
ments, but,  amid  all  its  variety,  one  prin- 
ciple was  discernible  throughout,  and  pal- 
pably declared :  that  parochial  aid  was  ap- 
plicable only  to  those  who  firom  age  and 
mfirmity,  from  personal  inability,  were 
unable  to  mamtain  themselves.  For  this 
purpose,  which '  was  so  distinctly  recog- 
nized, various  funds  had  been  provided, 
but  alwajTs  in  such  scanty  degree,  as  to 
be  invariably  somewhat  short  of  the  sup- 
ply which  the  wants  of  nature  might  re- 
quire. The  great  fund  relied'  on  was,  the 
collection  at  the  church  doors,  by  the 
parishioners;  some  other  small  contingent 


147  J]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.       Scotch  Poor  RditfRegulMtiw  Bill.       [147S 


fimcls  were  also  provided;  and,  last  of  all, 
9  power  was  given  to  rause  an  aid  from 
the  landed  property  ia  the  parish,  by 
assessment,  but  it  was  always  looked  to 
as  a  last  resource;  and  it  is  believed, 
that  centuries  elapsed^  during  which  such 
aid  was,  in  practice,  almost  -  unknown, 
although  recognized  in  the  statute  law  at 
an  early  period.   The  idea  of  right,  in  the 

{)oor,  was  of  recent  origin,  and,  for  a  very 
ong  period,  was  understood  and  acted 
upon,  and  limited  by  the  principle,  that 
every  individual  was  bound  to  maintain 
himself  by  his  own  labour,  while  capable 
BO  to  do,  in  respect  of  bodily  health  and  < 
age»  and  the  parish  was  only  called  upon 
to  make  up  that  portion  of  maintenance 
which  he  could  not  earn  by  labour,  or 
other  lawful  means.  Unfortunately,  that 
happy  and  primitive  state  was  nearly  gone 
by ;  the  pride  which  upheld  it,  humbled, 
and  that  mdependence  of  spirit,  for  which 
Scotland  was  so  much  distinguished, 
greatly  broken.  In  that  respect,  the 
country  might  be  considered  as  divided 
into  three  districts.  In  the  mountainous, 
and  thinly  peopled  parts,  the  ancient  pride 
was  unimpaired,  and  nothing  better 
than  its  present  condition  could  be  de- 
sired. To  such  districts  the  measure  con- 
templated would  not  apply,  excepting  as 
a  defence,  if  ever  threatened  by  a  dif- 
ferent system.  Another  condition,  was, 
that  of  the  populous  districts  and  towns, 
which,  almost  without  exception  were 
struggling  against  the  calamity.  To  such 
places  the  bill  would  afford  tne  means  of 
arresting  its  progress,  and  of  a  gradual 
return  to  a  natural  state.  In  the  southern 
part  of  that  kingdom,  and  in  the  manufac- 
turing districts,  their  condition,  in  respect 
of  poor-rates,  was  less  bad  than  England 
only  in  degree,  and  the  amount  was  most 
rapidly  on  the  increase.  In  such  places, 
the  operation  of  the  measure  would  be, 
to  stop  the  evil  where  it  now  was,  and 
thereby  give  time  for  a  gradual  and 
safe  amendment.  The  state  of  Scotland 
must  not  be  mistaken.  The  House  could 
not,  he  hoped,  impute  to  him  a  disposi- 
tion to  unnecessary  complaint;  but  he 
was  aware,  that  an  opinion  had  of  late 
arisen  in  the  southern  part  of  the  em- 

f)ire,  that  Scotland  in  respect  of  poor- 
aws  had  nothing  to  wish  for,  that 
she  was  fit  to  be  held  up  as  a  model 
in  respect  of  system,  and  of  administra- 
tion under  it.  The  comparison  with  Eng- 
land was,  no  doubt  most  advantageous, 
but  too  much  confidence,  and  an  indifibr- 


ence  to  progressive  change,  would  rapidly 
alter  the  condition  of  that  country.  No 
one  would  go  farther  in  acknowledging 
generally  the  admirable  management  re- 
specting the  affairs  of  the  poor,  for  which 
the  country  was  chiefly  indebted  to  the 
clerffy.  In  the  law  of  the  two  eountrieSt 
the  difference  was  not  great,  but  its  admi- 
nistration had  been  for  long  most  oppo- 
site ;  and  the  assiduity  of  the  clergy  ia 
thia  duty,  could  not  be  too  highly  appre- 
ciated. 

But  in  the  modem  practice  under  the 
law,  the  threatening  calamity  had  it« 
origin.  Courts  of  law  had  intenered,  and 
had  perverted  the  spirit  and  practice  of  the 
old  law.  A  new  class  of  persons,  as  poor^ 
had  been  introduced,  by  some  deno- 
minated "  the  industrious  poor  ;'*  those 
Eersons  who,  from  other  causes  than 
odily  incapacity,  could  not,  or  alleged 
they  could  not,  earn  their  subsistence^ 
Such  were  those  from  whom  the  whole 
calamity  of  poor-rates  arose,  and  for  whom 
the  law  was  not  destined  to  provide,  in  itii 
original  spirit,  and  long  continued  prac« 
tice.  They  were  the  only  class  from 
whom  calamity  was  to  be  dreaded  be-: 
cause  their  increase  was  indefinite ;  those 
to  whom  bodily  infirmity  gave  their  claim 
to  aid,  nature  limited  in  number,  and  from 
them,  the  country  never  could  have  cause 
of  apprehension.  For  a  long  period,  such 
was  the  admirable  spirit  in  which  the  law 
was  administered,  that  the  country  was 
indebted,  for  an  absence  of  poor-rates,  to 
an  ignorance  almost  of  the  law  that  there 
was  law  which  could  be  tortured  to  the 
purpose  of  a  mischievous  relief,  where  na« 
ture  did  not  demand,  and  policy  did  not 
sanction  it.  Where  a  relaxation  took 
place,  and  knowledge  was  diffused,  that 
Knowledge  was  sjjeedily  followed  by  a  dis- 
position to  use  its  powers.  He  would  not 
enlaree  upon  the  evil  of  poor-rates,  where 
completely  established  ;  the  point  of  im- 
portance was,  where  they  were  not  ye^ 
confirmed,  and  in  such  cases  tlie  evil  was, 
that  relief  was  given  where  it  ought  not, 
exertion  supplanted  by  relaxed  efforts  of 
industry.  A  habit  of  expenditure  was  in- 
duced, and  once  having  gained  ground, 
could  not  be  laid  aside.  Such  was  the  ob- 
jection to  voluntary  contribution  made  to 
avoid  assessments;  for,  although  voluntary^ 
if  withheld,  assessment  would  be  substi- 
tuted. Those  who  administer,  and,  wft^ 
all  anxiety  to  discharge  their  duty  faith- 
fully, act  upon  a  principle  of  compromise^ 
admit  rather  than  contest  doubtful  clainut 
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Cheaper  to  compromise  for  a  torn  less 
than  demanded,  than  resist  by  lavr,  even 
■UGcessfully,  demands,  which  are  made 
only  because  something  may  be  gained, 
and  nothing  lost.  Such  the  state,  that 
those,  with  the  best  intentions,  act  under 
an  apprehension  of  the  Isw,  yield  to 
importunity  where  every  dictate  of  po- 
licy and  real  humanity  would  impel  to  a 
ateady  and  infleuble  denial  of  relief.  Such 
the  state,  that  compromise  is  more  jpru- 
dent,  because  the  recent  practice  of  the 
law  has  habituated  the  courts  to  a  pro- 
fuse administration  of  funds,  for  the 
wise  application  of  which  they  are  the 
most  unfit  and  incapable  sources  of  au- 
thority* And  here  it  was  necessary  to 
advert  to  a  peculiarity  in  the  law  of  Scot- 
land, that  a  person  claiming  relief,  was 
entitled  to  sue  for  it  in  forma  pauperis^  that 
he  could  be  subjected  to  no  costs  in  the 
event  of  his  claim  being  unsuccefsful  and 
vexatious ;  but  whether  that  claim  were 
Toxatious  or  well  founded,  the  parish  was 
subjected  in  great  expense;  unless  it 
yielded  instantly  to  the  demand,  it  could 
not  be  avoided,  but  bv  unconditional 
acquitecence.  He  could  state,  that  in 
some  parts  of  the  country,  this  grievance 
had  nsen  to  such  a  height,  that  there 
were  persons  cslling  themselves  '<  agents 
lor  the  poor,-''  who  busied  themselves  in 
inciting  the  lower  orders  to  make  demands 
til  formd  pauperis.  Every  chance  was  in 
favour  of  the  applicant,  and  this  most  mis- 
chievous instigator ;  the  latter  recovered 
his  expenses  against  the  parish  ;  and  in 
this  consisted  the  temptation  to  him  that 
he  might  gain  a  gooa  deal  while  he  in- 
curred no  nsk  under  cover  of  the  claim  in 

formd  pauperis.  Besides,  the  dreadful  evil 
of  poor*rates  was,  that  all  classes  re- 
ceivmg  aid  were  blended  under  the 
name  of  poor;  the  really  necessitous, 
with  the  idle  and  capable ;  the  modest, 
humble,  and  inofienaing,  with  the  pro- 
fligate, undeserving,  and  presumptuous, 
charity  was  suppressed ;  it  ought  to  be 
excitM  and  regenerated.  He  hoped  that 
parliament  would  not  refuse  by  a  timely 
interference  to  infuse  a  healthful  action 

,  into  the  system  of  that  country  [Hear, 
hear!]— It  was  necessary  to  advert  to 
the  provisions  of  the  law  in  respect  of  ju- 
risdiction. It  had  established  a  local  or 
parochial  jurisdiction  composed  of  heri- 
tors and  kirksessions  in  country  parishes ; 
oL  kirksessions  and  magistrates  m  towns, 
kirksessions,  somewhat  resemWng  Englidi 
vestries.    This  body  acted  as  a  jury  oo 
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the  parochial  subject  of  relief  to  the  poor, 
and  this  applicable  to  funds  such  as  might 
be  termed  ordinary  as  well  as  where  as- 
sessments had  obtained;  but  it  was  an 
important  peculiarity  that  assessmentwas 
imposed  by  this  local  body  chiefly  com- 
posed of  those  who  paid  it,  thus  neisrly 
amounting  to  a  self-assessment,  and  it  was 
most  important  to  observe,  that  such  was 
the  fundamental  provision  of  the  law,  and 
those  who  best  knew  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  understood  this  subject, 
would  be  most  zealous,  that  this  principle 
should  be  preserved  and  fortified.  The 
great  evil  felt  was  the  control  of  that  local 
jurisdiction  ;  it  was,  in  some  instances,  an 
actual  and  direct  control  and  interference 
of  judicial  authority;  in  some  instances  less 
direct,  but  in  all  apprehended  if  not  actual, 
and  such  apprehended  interference  had  all 
the  baneful  consequences  of  positive  con- 
trol. Local  jurisdiction,  acted  upon  a  know- 
ledge of  local  circumstances  and  rights, 
tempered  by  justice;  on  a  knoirledge 
of  wants  and  interests  of  individuals, 
and  of  the  community.  When  such  ju- 
risdiction ceased  to  be  local,  it  ceased  to 
be  wise.  A  superior  judicatory  must  act 
upon  a  strict  rule  of  law  and  right,  each 
judge  interpreting  the  law  by  his  own  dis- 
cretion ;  however,  vicious  the  practice  to 
which  he  might  appeal,  necessarily  dis- 
regarding all  dictates  of  discretion,  of 
policy,  or  original  intent  in  the  law.  The 
public  mind  was  enlightened  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  unhappily  such  an  impulse  had 
been  given  to  pauperism,  that  the  most 
profound  views  could  not,  unaided,  im- 
pose any  restraint  upon  the  counteractiag 
force  of  demands,  made  under  the  per- 
verted practice  of  the  law,  which  all 
joined  in  condemning.  The  progress  of 
truth  could  not  operate,  because  still 
there  was  a  quarter  into  which  it  could  not 
be  heard,  because  courts  of  law  could  not 
listen  to  it  [Hear  I].  Thus  a  disgraceful 
conflict  between  an  enlightened  public 
opinion  and  a  strict  judicial  duty,  acted 
against  the  spirit  of  the  old  law,  and  while 
this  conflict  proceeded,  pauperism  and 
profligacy  would  step  in ;  and  it  would  be 
vain  to  say  af>er  that  they  should  ever  be 
extirpated  [Hear!].  It  «as  his  object 
to  prevent  such  conflict,  to  reconcile  pub- 
lic opinion  and  the  law,  and  to  relieve  the 
administrators  of  the  law  from  such  an 
odious  duty ;  to  provide  that  they  should 
cease  to  be  the  instruments  of  inflicting  a 
calamity  on  the  country  abhorrent  to 
their  sacred  stations.  Therefore  take 
(5B) 
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Bway  control  of  local  jurisdicUon,  fay 
that  it  Dever  did  exist  in  a  sound  inter- 
pretation of  the  law,  and  that  it  never 
should.  As  the  local  jurisdiction  was  the 
only  safe  one,  make  it  final  and  absolute 
[Hear!]. 

This  brought  him  to  state  precisely  the 
import  of  the  measure.  A  doubt  had  arisen 
how  far  the  interference  of  a  superior  ju- 
dicatory in  control  of  the  parochial  judi* 
catory  was  or  was    not  authorized   by 
law,  whether  justices  of  the  peace,  sheriffs, 
in  the  court  of  session  could  exercise  a 
controlling  power  upon  a  sound  construe* 
tion  of  any  statutory  provision  respecting 
the  maintenance  of  the  poor.     There  was 
no  doubt  that  such  a  power  had  been  exer- 
cised, but  it  had  now  been  called  in  ques- 
tion, and  different  jiidees  had  acted  upon 
a  different  estimate  of  the  power  residing 
in  them.    His  object  was  to  engraft  a 
measure  upon  this  doubt  as  to  the  exist- 
ing law  and  to  declare  that  n«  such  con- 
trol was  founded  in  law«  that  no  appeal 
from  the  parochial  jurisdiction  was  legal, 
upon  two  points,  1st,  the  right  to  relief, 
2nd,  the  amount  of  relief  where  it  was 
granted.     The  measure  would  be  an  en- 
abling statute*  putting  it  in  the  power  of 
those  best  qualified  to  act  wisely,  and  in 
whom  the  law  had  already  reposed  confi- 
dence from  the  earliest  periods,   to  act  in 
a  full  exercise  of  their  discretion  founded 
upon  the  best  opportunities  of  knowledge, 
and  prompted  by  humane  feelings.    The 
existing  law  and  practice  was  disabling. 
If  this  bill  ever  became  a  statute,  examples 
of  signal  benefit  would  speedily  be  seen, 
a  happy  contrast  displayed,  and  he  was 
persuaded  that  an  universal  triumph  of 
genuine  over  suppos^  benevolence  would 
be  established.    Charity  would  be  revived, 
qow  almost  unknown,  liberality  unfettered, 
and  all  the  generous  impulses  of  the  human 
heart  permitted  to  act  with  discrimination 
and  wisdom   [Hear!  hear!].    The  hon. 
member  here  enlarged  with  warmth  upon 
the  happy  effects  which  he  anticipated  to 
the  lower  orders,  showing  how  the  mea- 
sure was  one  of  real  humanity,  and  how 
superficial  those  views  were  which  could 
attribute  to  it  severity,  or  a  disposition  to 
injure  or  oppress,  that  the  poor  would  not 
Qoiy  be  perfectly  safe,  but  that  those 
who  deserved  it  would  experience  all  the 
kindness  which  could  result  from  a  well 
directed  and  discriminating  benevolence. 
He  concluded  by  saying  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  hope  that  a  perfect  system 
could  result  from  any  measure  where  so 


much  suffering  was  inseparable  from  hu- 
man nature,  but  it  was  of  the  utmost  mo- 
ment to  gain  the  great  general  principle 
to  which  his  anxious  endeavours  were 
directed,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  wisdom  and  liberality  acting  under 
the  protection  of  the  law,  and  not  as  noWp 
under  the  apprehension  and  dread  of  its 
impolitic  interference,  would  speedily 
arrest  the  march  of  the  existing  evil,  and 
mature  a  practice  eminently  beneficial  to 
all  ranks  in  the  community,  but  in  parti* 
cular  to  the  humbler  classes,  whose  in- 
terests it  ought  to  be  the  especial  care  oC 
parliament  at  all  times  to  guard  [Hear  I 
near!].  , 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  he  should  not 
oppose  the  commitment  of  the  bill,  but  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  measure  would 
not  be  attended  with  that  advantage  which 
the  hon.  member  supposed. 

The  bill  was  then  committed,  and 
several  amendments  were  moved  by  Mr. 
Kennedy. 

ROTAL  BUROHS  OF  SCOTLAND  AC- 
COUNTS Bill.]  The  Lord  Advocate 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
postponing  it  to  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  «/.  P,  Grant  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  postponing  the  second  reading 
to  a  later  period.  The  bill  introduced  by 
*the  learned  lord  last  session,  to  which  tfa^ 
present  bill  was  similar,  had  been  almost 
universally  disapproved  of  in  Scotland. 
He  wished  that  those  who  were  interested 
in  the  measure  might  have  time  to  con- 
sider it. 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  he  had  with- 
drawn the  measure  last  session  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  time  to  take  it  into  con- 
sideration, and  early  in  the  present  ses- 
sion he  had  given  notice  that  he  would 
bring  it  forward  again.  In  all  the  peti- 
tions from  the  burghs  of  Scotland  the 
principal  grievance  complained  of  W8S» 
the  want  of  a  check  on  the  expenditure 
of  the  magistrates.  A  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion had  been  given  for  referring  these  pe- 
titions to  a  committee.  Now,  if  this  bill 
should  pass  into  a  law,  one  of  the  princi- 
pal grievances  of  the  petitioners  would  be 
removed.  This  was  ostensibly  the  great 
object  which  they  wished,  but  the  true 
object  was  parliamentary  reform. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  said,  that  in  every 
one  of  the  petitions,  it  was  not  the  im« 
possibility  of  forcing  the  magtstratet  ^ 
account,  but  the  aelf-eleetton  of  iiieiaa* 
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gtstrates,  of  which  they  principally  com- 
plained. If  the  learned  lords  bill  were 
at  effectual  as  it  would  be  the  reverse  for 
controlliiig  the  expenditure  of  the  magia- 
trates,  he  should  still  say,  that  the  peti- 
tioners would  not  be  satisfied.  There 
never  was  a  bill  brought  into  that  House 
more  universally  reprobated  by  those 
affected  by  it  than  the  one  in  question. 

Mr.  Primrote  said,  he  had  received  an 
application  for  the  printed  bill  from  the 
magistrates  of  Stirling,  which  he  had 
tent  down  to  them,  but  no  answer  had 
yet  been  returned  to  him.  In  that  burgh 
auditors  were  appointed  by  the  guildery 
and  incorporated  trades;  the  funds  of 
the  burgh  were  in  a  flourishing  state, 
and  they  conceived  the  appointing  audi- 
tors under  the  control  of  the  persons  in- 
terested in  the  expenditure  the  best  remedy 
for  the  evil  which  it  was  the  object  of  the 
learned  lord's  bill  to  guard  against.  He 
(x>ncluded  with  ipovmg,  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time 
on  the  10th  of  May. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  had  also  sent  down 
the  bill  to  his  constituents,  who  had  not 
had  time  to  consider  it, 

Mr.  W.  Douglas  agreed  that  the  bill  of 
last  year  was  not  considered  in  Scotland 
a  sufficient  remedy  for  the  evil,  and  hoped 
that  an  opportunity  would  now  be  given 
to  the  persons  interested  to  peruse  the 
bill  as  rectified  by  the  learned  lord. 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  that  the  per- 
sons interested  in  this  measure,  after  be- 
ing enlightened  by  the  discussion  on  the 
second  reading,  would  be  better  able  to. 
judge  of  the  alterations  which  might  be 
necessary  and  which  might  be  proposed 
in  the  committee. 

Bit  James  Mackintosh  observed,  that  the 
object  of  the  learned  lord,  in  hurr}'ing  on 
the  second  reading,  seemed  to  be,  to  de- 
liver political  lectures  in  that  House  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Scotland.  He, 
for  one,  was  not  desirous  of  instructing 
the  inhabitants  of  Stirling  and  Aberdeen 
in  the  best  method  of  controlling  their 
magistrates ;  he  was  desirous  of  receiving 
information  from  them,  and  not  of  con- 
veving  information  to  them. 

iLord  Castlereagh  thought  the  informa- 
tion from  Scotland  might  be  more  advan- 
tageously considered  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Forbes  observed,  that  this  bill 
was  a  minor  point  with  the  burgesses  of 
Scotland ;  their  object  was  a  certain  re- 
form of  the  burghs.  He  would  not  say 
whether  such  a  reform  might  not  be  de- 
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sirable;  but  if  the  bnrghs  of  Scotland  ob- 
tained all  they  desired,  the  burghs  of 
England  would  also  have  a  good  right  to 
come  forward.  The  House  ought  not  to 
'excite  hopes  which  could  not  be  realized. 

Mr.  Finlay  said,  that  no  measure  had 
been  received  in  Scotland  with  more  re- 
probation than  the  bill  of  the  learned  lord. 
The  bill  of  last  session  was  extremely  un- 
necessary. The  accounts  of  the  Scots 
burghs  were  extremely  correct. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  the  10th  of  May. 

Friendly  akd  Parochial  BENSFrr 
Bill.]  Mr.T.Courtenay  moved  the  se« 
cond  reading  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  F.  Lewis  objected  to  several  parts 
of  the  bill.  As  it  was  now  worded,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  say  to  what  class 
of  persons  parochial  relief  might  be  grant- 
ed or  refused.  It  ought  to  be  divided 
into  two  bills,  that  the  House  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  the  two  dis- 
tinct measures  that  it  involved. 

Sir  R,  Wilson  objected  to  some  of  the 
clauses  of  the  bill.  The  last  clause  made 
it  imperative  on  the  poor  to  subscribe  to 
the  funds  of  these  societies,  under  the 
penalty  of  being  refused  parish  relief,  and 
being  considered  as  Improvident,  extra* 
vagant,  and  undeserving  persons.  TMk 
would  almost  subject  them  to  the  penal- 
ties of  the  Vagrant  act* 

Mr.  Courtenay  was  sensible  that  the  bill 
as  it  now  stood  was  liable  to  objections ; 
but  he  was  persuaded  that  they  might  be 
remedied  in  the  committee.  The  poor 
persons  who  refused  to  subscribe,  were 
not  subject  to  the  penalties  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  general,  but  were  to  be  consi- 
dered as  extravagant  and  improvident 
persons,  in  the  sense  of  the  act  regarding 
the  poor  passed  in  the  present  session. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Convention  with  America.]]  The 
House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Convention  with  America, 

Mr.  Robinson  said,  that  the  measure  he 
had  to  propose,  was  simple  and  short,  and 
hot  liable  to  objection.  The  committee 
was  aware,  that  by  a  Convention  with  the 
United  States,  the  Americans  possessed 
the  right  of  fishing  on  the  coasts  of  a  con- 
siderable part  of  his  majesty's  North  Ame- 
rican possessions.  This  nght  they  had, 
by  the  recent  convention  renounced.  It 
so  happened,  however,  that  there  was  no 
muaicipal  law  to  enforce  this  treaty,  and 
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if  American  vessels  should  be  found  car- 
rying on  the  fishery  in  the  harbour  of 
Halifax,  or  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  or 
any  other  place  from  which  the  convention 
excluded  them,  they  could  not  be  con- 
demned by  any  law  now  in  existence.  His 
object  was,  to  give  his  majesty  the  power 
to  enforce  an  observance  of  that  treaty, 
88  well  as  to  issue  regulations  for  the  car- 
rying on  of  the  fishery  in  those  parts  of 
our  coasts  which  remained  open  to  the 
subjects  of  the  United  States.  There  was 
another  subject,  respecting  which  he 
should  have  to  make  a  motion  hereafter, 
viz.  the  renewal  of  the  Commercial  Con- 
vention of  1815,  which  made  it  necessary 
to  continue  the  regulations  under  that 
treaty.  The  measure  he  should  now  pro- 
pose was,  to  give  his  majesty's  council 
power  to  issue  instructions  to  his  naval 
commanders,  and  other  officers  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  to  carry  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  respecting  the  fishery  into 
effect.:  as  the  distance  of  place,  and  the 
intricacy  of  details  required,  would  render 
a  more  distinct  law  ineffectual.  —  The 
chairman  was  then  directed  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
taking  of  fish  on  the  coast  of  Labrador, 
and  other  parta  of  North  America.— Leave 
was  given. 


HOUSE  OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday ^  April  9^. 

Children  in  Factories  (Irelanp) 
Biix.]  Mr.  W.  Parnell  moved  for  leave 
jto  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Protection,  Edu- 
cation, and  Morals,  of  the  Children  em- 
ployed in  the  Cotton  and  other  Factories 
m  Ireland.  The  hon.  member  proceeded 
to  explain  the  objects  which  he  wished  to 
attain  by  it.  Those  objects  were,  the 
safety,  defence,  and  civilization  of  the 
couiAry.  In  order  to  effect  them^  he 
should  move,  that  certain  visitors  be  ap- 
pointed, with  power  to  investigate  the 
internal  state  of  the  Irish  factories,  and 
report  the  state  of  education  and  morals, 
in  which  they  found  the  children  employed 
in  them.  He  should  then  propose  that 
one  of  those  reports  should  be  made  to 
the  ^secretary  of  state  for  the  home  depart- 
ment, another  to  the  Society  for  the  Sup- 
pression of  Vice,  another  to  the  Society 
for  the  Education  of  the  Poor,  and  a 
fourth  to  the  Bible  Society.  Wherever 
these  reports  gave  a  satisfactory  account 
4»f  jthe.aiteotjon  which  th^  proprietor  paid 


to  the  moral  improvement  of  those  wboni 
he  employed,  tnere  he  ahould  propose, 
that  the  proprietor  be  exempted  from  the 
payment  of  the  assessed  taxes.  Such  an 
exemption  would  act  as  a  stimulus  to  all 
the  manufacturers,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
would  be  attended  by  the  most  beneficial 
results. 

Sir  George  Hill  had  strong  doubts  of 
the  utility  of  such  a  bill ;  the  hon.  gentle- 
roan  had  not  shown  any  grounds  for  it ; 
there  were  no  petitions  before  them  on 
the  subject,  neither  were  there  any  retuma 
of  the  number  of  factories  in  Ireland,  nor 
of  the  number  of  children  employed  in 
them.  The  hon.  member  wished,  that 
several  philanthropic  societies,  with  whose 
existence  a  great  part  of  the  House  was 
not  acquainted,  should  have  the  power  of 
entering  into  the  different  factories,  and 
of  classifying  men  and  women  according 
to  their  views  and  notions.  This  was  so 
novel  a  proceeding,  that  some  very  ex- 
traordinary grounds  should  be  shown  for 
it.  Then,  if  these  societies  were  satisfied, 
and  if  they  certified  their  satisfaction  with 
the  internal  regulation  of  the  factories^ 
the  proprietors  were  to  be  exempted  from 
the  assessed  taxes.  This  was  even  more 
novel  than  the  proceeding  to  which  he 
had  before  alluded,  and  required,  if  poe- 
aible,  stronger  reasons  in  order  to  de- 
fend it. 

Sir  John  Newport  spoke  in  behalf  of  the 
bilL  With  regard  to  two  of  the  societies, 
to  whose  existence  the  hon.  baronet  had 
alluded  with  such  contempt,  he  was  not, 
perhaps,  aware  that  they  had  been  recog- 
nized by  the  House,  and  that  grants  of 
money  were  annually  made  to  them. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  that  upon  a  former 
occasion  he  had  expressed  his  dissent  to 
the  enactment  of  any  laws  which  went  to 
benefit  either  England  or  Ireland  aepa* 
rately ;  that  dissent  he  must  again  repeat, 
because  he  could  not  see  any  reason  for 
not  extending  a  measure  which  was  bene- 
ficial in  one  country,  to  the  natives  of  the 
other. 

Mr.  G.  Philips  objected  to  the  vesting 
of  such  power  in  Bible  societies  and  so- 
cieties for  the  suppression  of  vice.  The 
state  of  things  in  Ireland  must  be  very 
different  from  the  state  of  things  in  Eng- 
land, if  such  a  system  could  be  at  dl 
beneficial;  an  attempt  at  compulsory 
education  could  not  possiblv  sui^e^ed  la 
this  country,  nor  did  he  think  it  lijkely  to 
prosper  in  the  sister  island. 

.Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  .the  bit). 
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Wednetday,  April  28. 

Court  of  King's  Bsnch.]  Mr. 
Denman  rose,  punoanc  to  notice,  to  move 
for  leave  to  bnng  in  a  bill  for  facilitating 
the  dispatch  of  basiness  in  the  court  of 
.KingVbench.  He  would  shortly  sUte 
the  objects  which  this  bill  purported 
should  embrace.  The  first  was  to  allow 
one  of  the  judges  to  sit  and  hear  causes 
at  nisi  priuSf  wnile  the  three  others  were 
sitting  m  banco.  The  second  was  to  em- 
power the  judges  to  pass  sentence  at  the 
assises  on  many  of  tnose  in  which  at  pre- 
sent the  judgment  was  delivered  in  term. 
By  this  means  a  great  deal  of  time  might 
be  saved.  The  third  was  one  of  small 
importance :  it  was  to  allow  the  court  to 
sit  on  the  SOth  of  January.  In  bringing 
/orward  this  measure  he  begged  he  might 
not  be  understood  as  meaning  to  cast  any 
xeflection  upon  any  of  the  learned  judges 
now  in  that  court.  Nothing  could  be 
further  from  his  intention.  So  far  from 
thinking  that  they  omitted  any  thing  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty,  he  thought  they 
already  gave  loo  much  of  their  time  to  the 
public ;  and  he  conceived  that,  with  the 
regulations  which  his  bill  would  embrace, 
it  would  be  better  if  they  did  not  extend 
beyond  the  regular  time.  He  also  felt  it 
necessary  to  say,  that  the  learned  judges 
themselves  fully  approved  of  the  propriety 
of  the  measure.— Leave  was  given. 

Sinking  Fund.]  Mr.  Grenfdl  rose, 
in  pursuance  of  notice,  to  move  that  there 
be  laid  before  the  House,  certain  accounts 
to  enable  it  to  judge  how  far  it  might  be 
expedieni  to  apply  the  sinking  fund  of 
the  year  towards  any  loan  to  be  raised 
for  the  public  service.  By  a  clause  in 
the  Sinkmg  Fund  act,  it  was  provided 
that  the  commissioners  for  the  redemp- 
tion  of  the  national  debt  might,  m 
the  case  of  a  loan  to  government,  use 
a  portion  of  the  capital  in  their  handr 
for  the  purchase  of  certain  portions 
of  such  loan,  that  was,  that  they  might 
be  subscribers.  This  clause  was  called 
Mr.  Fox's.  It  was  proposed  by  that  gen- 
tleman, and  readily  adopted  by  Mr.  Pitt. 
Now,  the  operation  of  that  clause  it  might 
lie  of  great  importance  for  the  House  to 
consider.  He  had  not  heard  from  any 
official  source  that  a  loan  was  to  be  taken 
up.  It  was,  however,  very  currently 
stated  and  believed  in  the  course  of  the 
day.    lie  bad  heard  various  accounts  of 


it.  Some  stated  that  it  was  to  be  for 
18,000,000^.,  others  for  20,000,OOM., 
and  the  highest  amdunt  he  had  heard 
was  25,000,000/.  Now,  supposing  the 
loan  to  be  taken  up  at  18,000,000£.,  and 
that  this  clause  of  the  26th  of  the  kins 
were  to  be  carried  into  effect ;  what  would 
be  the  consequence  ?  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  would  go  to  the^commis- 
sioners  for  the  redemption  of  the  national 
debt,  for  15,000,000/.  (toking  that  as  the 
amount  of  the  sinking  fund  in  their 
hands),  and  would  have  only  to  gO  into 
the  city  for  the  loan  of  8,000,000/.  In 
case  the  loan  were  to  be  for  25,000,000/., 
the  chancellor  would  have  only  to  borrow 
10,000,000/.,  Ukiog  Uie  additional 
15,000,000/.  from  the  commissioners.  H6 
wished  the  House  to  consider,  whether  it 
might  be  advisable  to  borrow  the  whole 
of  the  sum  intended  to  be  taken  up,  when 

Eart  of  it  might  be  obtained  in  the  way 
e  had  mentioned.  He  then  moved,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  account, 
showing  the  amount  of  all  sums  of  money 
investea  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners 
for  the  redemption  of  the  national  debt, 
for  the  purchase  of  capital  stock  in  any 
of  the  public  funds,  together  with  the 
amount  of  all  such  capital  stock,  with  the 
interest  thereon,  since  the  15th  of  June, 
1816,  to  the  present  time."— This  was 
put  and  carried. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
ThuTidajff  April  29. 

Salt  Laws.]  On  the  motion  of  Dr. 
Fhillimore,  the  resolutions  of  the  salt 
duties  committee  were  then  read.  They 
stated  the  repeal  of  the  laws  on  this  sub- 
ject to  be  highly  expedient ;  and  that  the 
then  state  of  the  finances  alone  pr»» 
vented  the  committee's  recommenoii^ 
that  repeal. 

Dr.  PkilUmor€  said,  he  conceived  that 
the  resolutions  just  read  would  furnish  the 
best  apology  for  his  obtruding  himself  oo 
the  attention  of  the  House.  They  had 
heard  that  nothing  short  of  the  state  of 
the  finances  prevented  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  this  question  re- 
commending the  immediate  repeal  of  these 
duties.  The  income  of  tne  country 
within  the  last  year  was  increased 
8,000,000<. :  if  the  committee,  then,  came 
to  so  strong  a  resolution  last  year,  he  was 
unwilling  to  think  the  House  wodd  be 
now  disinclined  to  enter  on  the  subject. 
In  the  spirit  of  those  very  resolutioos^  he 
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meant  to  call  upon  the  House  to  record 
upon  their  Journals,  that  it  is  highly  ex- 
pedient, at  an  early  day,  to  take  into, 
their  consideration  the  propriety  of  re- 
pealing the  salt  duties.  When  that  com- 
mittee first  met,  it  was  under  circum- 
stances which  promised  very  little  una- 
nimity in  their  report;  but  the  evi- 
dence before  them  was  so  unanswer- 
able, that  they  came  to  the  resolution 
now  before  the  House.  He  was  aware  of 
the  disinclination  which  at  all  times  ex- 
isted to  entertain  a  question  that  excited 
no  party  feeling.  It  possessed,  indeed, 
little  party  interest ;  but  it  was  one  every 
way  important,  not  merely  to  the  agricul- 
turist, but  in  its  relative  operation  on  the 
poorer  classes*  This  was  a  decided  tax 
upon  the  necessaries  of  the  poor ;  one 
which  effected  every  article  of  their  sub- 
sistence :  in  short,  it  operated  with  im- 
mense hardship  upon  them,  the  bushel  of 
salt  being  taxed  at  40  times  its  value. 
No  tax  operated  more  on  their  morals ; 
and  it  had  been  found,  that  wherever  it 
prevailed,  it  was  the  sure  forerunner  of 
crime.  It  was  distinctly  stated  in  an  ad- 
dress of  the  grand  jury  for  the  county  of 
Chester^  that  the  profit  derived  from 
aelling  untaxed  salt  was  so  great,  and 
operated  so  powerfully,  as  to  taint  the 
morals  of  that  part  of  the  community. 
The  evidence  before  the  committee,  de- 
rived from  various  sources,  all  tended  to 
establish  the  same  conclusion.  The  temp- 
tation to  steal,  and  conceal  what  was 
stolen,  was  such  as  to  cause  the  practice 
too  generally  to  prevail.  But  another 
argument,  equally  pressing,  might  be  de- 
rived from  the  ^ect  of  these  duties  on 
the  fisheries  of  the  country,  and  on  that 
•pirit  of  maritime  enterprise  and  achieve* 
meat  which  they  were  so  naturally  fitted 
to  promote.  To  these  injurious  and  dis- 
couraging duties  might,  in  a  great  degree, 
be  ascribed  the  misfortune  of  this  country 
being  for  many  years  precluded  from  the 
enjoyment  of  a  commerce  properly  be- 
longing to  herself,  but  actnally  beneficial 
to  her  neighbours  alone.  The  fault  could 
not  be  traced  to  any  change  in  the  cha- 
racter of  our  fishermen,  and  sprang  en- 
tirely from  the  operation  of  those  duties, 
which  threw  that  important  branch  of 
trade  into  the  hands  of  capitalists  and 
moBopoliEers.  The  Dutch,  by  their 
capital,  and  the  Norwegians  by  their  acti- 
Yity,  were  carrying  off  all  the  advantages 
which  it  was  easy  for  this  country  to  re- 
tain in  her  own  hands.      They   were, 
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in    fact,    underselling    us   in    our   own 
markets,  from  tlie  comparative  cheapness 
of  salt.     He  was  apprized  of  the  indul- 
gencies    extended   to    persons  engaged 
in  the  fisheries;   but  he  knew  also  that 
they  were  attended  with  restrictions  and 
conditions,  which  greatly  detracted  from 
the  relief  that  might  otherwise  be  afforded. 
There  were  few  who  heard  him  who  were 
not  aware  of  the  severity  of  the  excise 
laws,  and  the  heavy  expense  which  might 
attend  a  supposed  infringement  of  them. 
The  collection  of  any  tax  on  such  an  ar- 
ticle as  salt  must  be  a  matter  of  difficulty, 
and  perhaps  could  only  be  enforced  by 
severe  enactments.    Amongst  the  innu- 
merable cases  that  attracted  the  notice  or 
awakened  the  vigilance  of  excise  officers, 
many  instances  of  hardship  and  oppres- 
sion might  be  discovered.      Such  cases, 
although  their  example  might  have  no 
eflfect  on  minds  of  great  force  or  cultiva- 
tion, had  a  bad  general  tendency.    It  was 
indeed  a  sufficient  objection  to  a  tax  of 
this  description,  that  its  necessary  opera- 
tion was  to  produce  such  cases  as  those 
to  which  he  had  alluded.    In  these  cases 
the  bonds  and  securities  required  were 
enormous  in  their  amount.    Upon  inquiry 
be  found  that  during  the  last  three  years 
the  penalties  included  within  these  secu- 
rities amounted  to  the  almost  incredible 
sum  of  107,844,707/.    He  did  not  wish 
to  fatigue  the  House ;   but  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  draw  its  attention  to   one 
part    of    the   evidence    respecting    the 
fishery  on  the  west   coat  of  Scotland. 
The  agent  for  lord  Seaforth  and  Mr.  Mac* 
donald,  of  Clanronald,  declared,  that  be 
had  heard  frequent  complaints  of  the  state 
of  the  fishery,  and  that  in  his  opinion  it 
was  impossible  for  the  common  islander  to 
preserve  fish  on  his  own  account.    The 
only  object  of  justification  of  the  duties 
must  be  the  extraordinary  revenue  which 
they  produced ;  and  here  he  might  be 
allowed  to  quote  the  authority  of  one  of 
the  secretaries  of  the  Admiralty,  who  bad 
frankly  avowed  his  opinion,  that  if  the 
duties  were   removed    20,000  additional 
seamen  would  be  employed.    It  was  sa- 
tisfactory also  to  witness  the  accordance 
of  opinion  on  this  subject  between  the 
committee  which    sat    in    1801   on  the 
herring  fishery,    and  the  committee   of 
1807,  on  this  subject  of  the  salt  duties. 
The  chanccllorof  the  exchequer,  was  chair- 
man of  one  of  those  committees,  and  its  re- 
port had  only  expressed  the  opinions  of  all 
who  bad  turned  their  minds  to  the  subject^ 
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or  welUcorwidercd  the  situation  of  the 
oouotrj*  He  knew  that  it  was  a  question 
with  many,  whether  such  a  tax  ought  to 
be  continued  under  any  circumstances ; 
but  his  own  immediate  views  were  limited 
to  the  placing  on  their  Journals,  a  record 
of  opinions  which  might  serve  as  a  guide 
for  future  judgment,  and  the  substratum 
for  practical  measures  hereafter.  He 
conceived  this  course  of  proceeding  to  be 
more  expedient  than  the  adoption  of  ano- 
ther  project  which  he  had  in  contempla- 
tion— that  of  framing  a  scale  of  diminish- 
ing duties,  the  result  of  which  would  be 
to  increase  their  positive  amount*  It  was 
to  the  dispassionate  judgment  of  the 
House  that  he  now  appealed,  and  he  de- 
precated the  interference  of  any  pftrty 
spirit  on  a  question  so  nearly  involving 
the  best  interests  of  the  country.  He 
ahpuld  conclude  by  moving,  **  That,  con- 
sidering the  severe  pressure  of  the  salt 
duties  upon  the  lower  orders  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  great  advantages  which 
would  accrue  to  the  fisheries,  agriculture, 
and  manufactures  of  the  United  King- 
dom, from  the  unrestrained  and  unlimited 
use  of  salt,  it  is  highly  expedient  that 
the  earliest  practicable  opportunity  should 
be  taken  for  the  gradual  reduction,  or 
total  repeal,  of  the  said  duties.'' 

Mr.  Davenport  said,  that  the  question 
was  so  narrowed  by  the  inquiries  which 
had  been  already  instituted,  that  all  that 
was  necessary  appeared  to  him  to  be  to 
refer  the  House  to  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittees. Those  reports,  in  common  with 
the  doctrines  of allmodem  writers  of  author- 
ity on  the  subject,  agreed  in  pronounc- 
ing this  to  be  the  worst  of  all  bad  Uxes. 
It  originated  in  a  blind  policy,  and  was  in 
its  operation  as  injurious  to  the  poor,  as 
h  was  discouraging  to  agriculture,  and 
destructive  of  the  fisheries.  Foreigners 
were  enriching  themselves  from  ihe  great- 
est source  of  wealth  that  Providence  in 
its  bounty  had  bestowed  upon  us.  By  an 
enormous  duty  on  an  article  of  necessary 
subsistence,  we  at  once  deprived  our- 
selves of  a  nursery  for  seamen,  and  held 
out  an  irresistible  temptation  to  fraudulent 
practices. 

Mr.  fValiace  could  not  perceive  the  ad- 
vantage of  passing  a  resolution,  which, 
without  repealing  a  tax,  should  cause  the 
people  to  be  dissatisfied  with  it.  Impolitic 
as  the  measure  might  appear,  one  thing 
was  certain— that  in  every  state  in  Europe 
there  was  a  tax  on  salt,  and  there  was  no 
caason  to  believe  that  in  any  of  them  it 


was  considered  as  oppreiftive.  He  agreed 
that  in  France  It  was  considered  by  some 
classes  of  the  community  as  burthensome ; 
but  in  that  country  it  was  not  so  much 
the  tax  itself  that  was  complsined  of,  as 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  levied.  There 
the  higher  orders  were  exempted  from 
its  operation  almost  entirely ;  for  the  tax 
was  not  laid  on  the  actual  consumption, 
but  every  man  was  obliged  to  account  to 
the  government  for  so  much,  whether  he 
consumed  it  or  not.  These  objections, 
however,  were  not  applicable  to  the  tax 
as  levied  in  this  country.  It  ought  also  to 
be  remembered,  that  this  tax  had  been 
long  borne  by  us ;  it  had  been  laid  on 
soon  after  the  Revolution,  and  though 
increased  firom  time  to  time,  it  had  been 
borne  without  even  a  murmur,  until  the 
feelings  of  the  public  had  been  excited  by 
the  exertions  of  an  hon.  baronet  now  no 
more  (sir  T.  Bernard)  who,  although  he 
represented  it  as  an  evil  which  Lad  long 
bhghted  the  prospects  of  the  country, 
never  paid  any  attention  to  it  till  he  him- 
self felt  it  attended  with  a  personal  Incon- 
venience. But  was  it  possible  that  this 
grievance,  if  it  was  so  great  as  it  had  been 
represented,  should  have  so  long  escaped 
the  observation  of  so  many  men  of  talenta 
in  that  House  ?  Was  it  possible  that  it 
could  have  escaped  the  observation  of  the 
people  themselves,  who  were  said  to  suffer 
so  severely  under  its  pressure  ?  He  was  far 
from  saying  that  the  sentiments  of.  the 
people  were  always  to  be  collected  from 
the  petitions  which  were  laid  before  that 
House ;  yet  he  thought  that  as  no  petitions 
had  been  presented,  and  no  complainta 
made,  it  might  fairly  be  assumed  that  the 
practical  grievance  was  not  great.  He 
admitted  that  the  laws  on  this  subject  had 
considerable  defects,  and  of  these  the 
greatest  was  the  temptation  which  they 
held  out  to  evasion ;  but  although  in  some 
respects  this  temptation  was  strong,  yet 
in  certain  points  of  view  it  was  not  so 
much  so  as  in  other  taxes.  In  general, 
the  facility  of  defrauding  the  revenue  was 
the  great  temptation  to  smuggling,  and 
he  admitted  that  it  was  easy  to  elude  this 
tax ;  yet  in  smuggling  salt,  the  evasion 
must  be  great  indeed  before  the  profit 
could  be  coostderabl^,  while  in  many 
other  cases  immense  profit  was  derived 
from  a  small  evasion.  Another  objection 
was,  the  necessity  of  guarding  this  tax 
with  severe  penalties.  But  that  these  pe- 
nalties were  not  severely  exacted  appeared 
from  the  report  of  the  committee^o  which 
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it  was  stated,  that  the  number  of  prosecn- 
tioQs  during  a  period  of  20  years  did  nut 
exceed  11  each  year.  Whatever  severity 
there  might  appear  in  the  spirit  of  these 
reguhitions,  it  could  not  be  denied  that 
they  were  highly  beneficial,  since  they  se* 
cured  a  revenue  of  1,500,000/.  a  year. 
fhe  principle  of  this  tax  was  perfectly 
equitable,  because  it  fell  alike  on  all 
classes;  it  was  easily  collected  for  the 
expense  did  not  exceed  2^,  per  cent. ; 
and  its  pressure  was  imperceptible,  it 
being  paid  in  small  sums.  In  this  last 
point  of  view  it  bad  been  alluded  to  by 
Adam  Smith,  as  a  tax  that  might  be  car* 
ried  to  a  great  extent  without  being  much 
fjplt.  He  believed,  indeed,  that  there  was 
so  tax  of  which  the  poorer  classes  were 
heard  to  complain  so  little.  He  was  sur- 
prised the  hon.  gentleman  should  say  that 
the  operation  of  this  tax  was  to  make  the 
poor  pay  a  greater  proportion  than  they 
ought.  If  the  labourer  paid  in  the  first 
instance,  it  was  clear  tliat  he  must  be 
repaid  by  his  employer,  and  that  in  fact 
the  former  only  advanced  so  much  in  the 
course  of  the  week  to  be  reimbursed  by 
the  latter  at  the  end  of  it.  [The  hon. 
member  contended,  at  considerable  length 
that  neither  the  labourer,  the  cottager, 
the  agriculturist,  nor  the  manufacturer, 
felt  any  inconvenience  from  this  tax.] 
The  fisheries,  it  was  worthy  of  remark, 
had  been  improving,  even  iin6eF  these 
severe  restrictions.  There  never  was  a 
more  prosperous  year  for  the  fish-carers 
than  tne  las^,  the  quantity  of  salt  used  had 
been  greater  than  at  any  former  period. 
The  quantity  of  herrings  caught  last  season 
on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  was  so  great 
that  every  market  was  glutted  with  fish, 
and  not  one  herring  had  been  uncured 
that  could  have  found  a  market.  The 
price  obtained  left  only  a  profit  ofSs.  6d. 
on  each  barrel,  which  was  ruinous  to  the 
parties  engaged  in  the  business.  Here 
was  the  enect  of  extending  the  fisheries: 
all  the  markets  were  glutted  and  the 
curers  were  obliged  to  sell  at  a  price  that 
ruined  them.  Yet  to  have  heard  the 
bon.  gentleman  one  would  have  supposed 
that  we  had  only  to  extend  our  fisheries, 
either  by  the  repeal  of  the  salt  tax,  or  by 
any  other  means,  and  numberless  advan- 
tages would  instantly  follow ;  we  should 
have  20,000  seamen  ready  at  the  call  of 
their  country,  and  every  acre  of  the  sea 
would  become  as  productive  as  an  acre  of 
land*  The  hon.  gentleman  had  said  that 
we  were  prevented  from  competing  with 


SabLawi. 


ri488 


the  Dutch,  by  the  dieap  price  at  which 
they  sold  their  fish ;  but  it  the  boo.  gen- 
tleman had  looked  at  the  evidence  he 
would  have  found  that  Dutch  fish  sold  at 
a  price  one-third  higher  than  ours.  He 
fully  admitted  the  evils  that  resulted  from 
smuggling,  or  from  evading  the  duties; 
but  they  were  not  greater  in  this  case  than 
in  others.  The  smusgling  was  not  greater 
in  evading  the  salt  duties,  than  in  the  in- 
troduction of  lace,  gloves,  and  other  arti- 
cles from  abroad.  Neither  was  there  any 
symptom  of  demoralization  arising  from 
this  source  evident  io  those  districts  where 
most  salt  was  used  in  the  fisheries,  and 
where  there  was  the  greatest  opportunity 
of  evading  the  duty.  He  might  appeal  to 
the  state  of  Scotland,  of  Cornwall,  and 
of  other  fishmg  districts,  for  a  proof  of 
this  remark.  In  the  course  of  7  years 
there  had  been  in  Cheshire,  one  of  the 
great  salt-mine  districts,  1880  committals 
for  all  offences,,  but  only  ten  of  them  for 
transgressions  of  the  salt  laws.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  several  other 
observations  in  defence  of  this  duty,  and 
contended  that  at  this  time,  though  it 
were  even  more  liable  to  objections  thaa 
it  had  been  shown  to  be,  the  country  could 
not  surrender  such  a  valuable  ssitrce  of 
revenue. 

Mr.  Curtoen  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  observed,  that  the  tax  was  fair 
and  equitable,  because  it  was  general ;  but 
did  he  not  know  that  it  pressed  much  more 
grievously  on  the  lower  than  on  the  higher 
classes  of  society  ?  Did  not  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  know  that  four  ounces  of 
salt  were  required  for  every  stone  of  flour 
used  in  bread,  which  constituted  so  large 
a  portion  of  the  subsistence  of  the  poor  ? 
From  the  income  of  the  rich  the  tax  on 
salt  did  not  take  more  than  a  thousandth 
part,  while  from  the  wages  of  labour  it  cut 
off  a  twenty-six  til.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  asked,  why,  when  this  impost 
was  borne  so  long,  it  was  now  objected  to, 
adding  that  it  was  not  more  intolerable 
now  tiian  for  some  time  past  ?  The  fact 
was  not  as  he  had  stated.  The  tax  was 
more  oppressive  now  than  formerly,  as 
other  taxes  had  increased,  while  the  abili- 
ty of  the  people  to  pay  them  had  not  in- 
creased in  proportion.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  ought  to  have  known,  that  the 
wages  of  labour  had  not  risen  according  to 
the  price  of  the  taxed  articles  of  consump- 
tion, and  that  they  were  regulated,  not  so 
much  by  the  necessities  of  life,  as  by  the 
demand  for  labour.     It  bad  been  said^ 
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diat  as  the  poer  man  wat  enabled  to  give 
SI.  for  the  food  of  his  pig,  he  could  add  5s. 
more  to  salt  it.  This  was  not  alwa^  the  case 
and  msDT  poor  men  sold  their  pig  because 
they  could  not  afford  to  pay  for  salt  to 
presenre  it.  The  right  non.  gentleman 
had  stated,  that  there  had  been  only 
twenty  prosecutions  within  a  certain  period 
for  transgressions  of  the  salt  laws;  but  he 
wbuld  ask  Were  there  not  thousands  com- 
promised ?  The  fact  was,  that  these  prosecu- 
tions had  become  to  some  parties,  some- 
how or  other  a  monstrous  source  of  reve- 
nue. The  hon.  gentleman  went  on  to 
knention  the  advantage  that  would  result, 
not  only  to  the  lower  orders,  but  to  the 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  industry  of 
the  country,  from  the  repeal  of  the  salt- 
duties.  Tne  unlimited  use  of  this  article 
m  agriculture  would  produce  an  immense 
effect.  The  ouantity  used  would  amount 
to  StOOOflCoL  of  money  in  value.  It 
would  be  used  in  the  fattening  of  stock, 
in  manure,  and  for  various  other  purposes. 
To  show  this  he  needed  only  to  state,  that 
in  the  first  year  after  the  late  change  in 
the  salt  duties,  8  tons  only  had  been  con- 
sumed in  agriculture,  while  the  quantity 
now  was  120  tons.  The  importance  of 
salt  to  the  prosperity  of  our  fisheries,  and 
the  consequent  proprietv  of  removing 
those  restrictions  by  which  the  supply  to 
the  fish  curera  was  restrained,  were  evi- 
dent to  eveiy  one  who  took  the  slightest 
view  of  the  subject.  In  the  last  year  we 
had  paid  10,<XX),OOtf.  sterling  to  foreigners 
for  food,  a  circumstance  which  showed 
the  wisdom  of  granting  every  facility  to  a 
apedes  of  labour  like  that  employed  in 
the  fisheries,  by  which  food  could  be 
abundantly  procured.  The  consumption  of 
fish  was  increasing  at  home,  and  the  people 
who  formerly  were  averse  to  it  were  now 
compelled  to  use  it.  He  knew  that  go- 
verament  could  not  well  do  without  the 
tax;  but  he  was  convinced  that  less  op« 

fressive  substitutes  might  be  found. 
Ive  per  cent  on  the  radc  rent  of  land, 
and  half  that  sum  on  houses,  would  pro- 
duce a  greater  retenue,  and  would  not 
lead  to  so  hurtful  consequences.  It  was 
vain  to  talk  of  any  relief  to  the  lower 
orders  ftom  an  alteration  of  the  poor-laws. 
All  the  alteration  would  be  merelv  matter 
of  regulation.  He  would  beg  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  to  allow  ta  alteration 
in  his  resolution,  and  to  word  it  to  the 
effect  of  a  total  repeal,  and  not  a  gradual 
reduction  of  the  tax.  The  great  evil 
werfe  die  regnhitions  which  wowd  rttudn 
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with  aiiy  reduction.  About  50,000  tons 
now  paid  duty,  but  more  than  double  that 
quantity  would  be  used  if  the  ta^  were 
repealed. 

Dr.  PhiUimore  said,  that  his  resolution 
gave  the  alternative  of  a  reduction  or  a 
repeal. 

Lord  EMngton  thought  the  House  hi- 
debted  to  hi»  hon.  and  ^med  fiiend,  for 
bringing  the  question  before  them ;  for 
after  two  committeles  had  been  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  subject,  the  country 
would  have  feU  disappointed  if  the 
House  had  separated  without  expressing 
any  opinion*  He  was  astonished  to  hear 
the  manner  in  which  that  tax  had  been 
defended;  for  it  was  reserved  to  them 
that  night  to  hear,  that  a  tax  so  heavy  as 
this,  on  a  necessary  of  life,  could  be  en- 
dured without  difficulty,  and  was  on  its 
merits  fit  to  be  continued.  It  was  one  of 
the  first  acts  of  lord  Sidmouth's  adminis- 
tration to  declare  that  it  was  fit  that  this 
tax  should  be  repealed  on  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, and  on  the  renewal  of  the  war  the 
same  declaration  was  aeain  made.  It  had 
been  said,  that  till  the  late  sir  T.  Barnard 
moved  the  subject,  the  burthen  of  the  tax 
had  never  been  felt.  Those  who  made 
this  assertion  knew  little  of  the  lower  or- 
ders ;  it  had  always  been  considered  as  a 
grievance ;  and  how  was  it  possible  that 
this  should  not  be  the  case,  when  a  la- 
bourer in  husbandry,  with  a  wife  and  three 
children,  whose  wages  in  many  parts  of 
the  country  did  not  exceed  from  18  to 
20^.  a  year,  paid  nearly  27s.  for  salt  alone  ? 
As  to  the  indulgence,  as  it  was  called, 
which  had  been  granted  to  the  fisheries, 
by  the  bill  of  1817,  it  had  been  productive 
to  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  expressly 
intended,  of  distress  and  inconveniences ; 
as  he  in  common  with  other  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  Western  Fisheries,  had 
stated  that  it  would  be  when  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  brought  in  that 
bill.  He  cordially  supported  the  Reso- 
lution. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  had  not,  after  the  able  speech  of 
his  right  hon.  friend,  intended  to  trespass 
on  the  attention  of  the  House,  but  having 
been  alluded  to  as  chairman  of  a  commit- 
tee connected  with  the  subject  in  a  for- 
mer administration,  he  felt  it  right  to  ex- 
plain the  reasons  why  he  held  an  opinion 
now  which  might  seem  different  from  that 
which  was  then  entertained.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  were  since 
wholly  changed,  at  leaat  so  much  that  it 
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would  not  be  advisable  to  carry  into  effect 
the  resolution  then  agreed  to.  It  had  been 
stated,  that  in  consequence  of  our  great 
increase  of  duties  upon  salt,  the  Dutch 
were  able  to  undersell  us  considerably  in 
the  market ;  but  it  should  be  recollected 
that  in  the  16th  and  17tli  centuries,  when 
we  had  no  duties  at  all  upon  the  article, 
the  Dutch  fisheries  surpassed  ours ;  and  it 
would  not  be  said  that  our  ancestors  were 
Jess  bold  or  adventurous  than  their  neigh- 
bours.    The  present  tax  could  not  be 
considered  excessive  in  proportion  to  the 
increase  in  our  manufactures,  agriculture, 
&c.      In    the    number    of   prosecutions 
under  the  salt  laws,  which  had  been  al- 
luded to,  there  should  have  been  included 
the  compositions  which  had  been  made. 
He  contended  that  the  operation  of  the 
tax  within  the  last  few  years  had  not  di* 
minished  the  fisheries,  or  our  exports  in 
that  article ;   that  they  were  rather  in- 
creased, compared  with  recent  years ;  and 
that  the  fishermen,  bv  the  productivieness 
of  the  trade,  were  enroled  to  increase  their 
number  of  boats,  and  consequently  to  give 
employment  to  a  greater  number  of  hands. 
In  conclusion,  he  observed,  that  if  he  were 
now  of  the  same  opinion  which  he  for- 
merly held,  he  should  still   oppose  the 
motion,    because  he    thought  the  only 
effect  of  condemning  a  tax,  without  re- 
pealing it,  would  be  to  render  it  more  op- 
pressive and  less  productive.    He  should 
therefore  move  the  previous  question. 

'  Earl  Compton  said,  he  should  vote  for 
the  previous  question—- not  because  he 
coincided  with  the  views  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  respecting  the  tax,  but* 
because  it  was  imprudent  for  the  House 
to  pledge  itself  to  do  hereafter  what  it  was 
unable  to  do  at  this  time.  He  should  how- 
ever be  glad  to  vote  directly  for  the  abo- 
lition of  the  tax,  and  to  replace  it  by  the 
best  substitute,  a  direct  tax. 

Mr.  Davies  Gilbert  observed,  that  in 
maritime  places  the  regulations  with  re- 
gard to  the  salt  permitted  to  be  used  for 
home  consumption,  were  so  vexatious 
that  no  person  of  property  would  become 
responsible  for  the  dealers.  The  hon. 
member  dwelt  upon  the  various  disadvan- 
tages resulting  from  the  operation  of  the 
salt  duties,  and  therefore  be  was  an  advo- 
cate for  their  total  repeal.  But  yet,  in 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  country, 
he  could  not  accede  to  the  destruction  of 
the  resource  arising  out  of  these  duties ; 
nor  could  he  admit  the  policy  of  their 
gradual  reduction,  because  sucn  a  course 


would  be  productive  of  confosion  in  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  without  any 
commensurate  advantage  to  the  people. 
But  still  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  vote  for  the 
resolution,  in  order  that  the  House  should 
stand  pledged  to  repeal  the  duties  alluded 
tO|  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  might  admit  of  such  repeal. 

Mr.  Protheroe  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
resolutions,  and  urged  the  necessity  of 
considering  the  means  of  collecting  the 
revenues  uf  the  country  generally  in  a 
less  vexatious  and  expensive  manner  than 
at  present  prevailed. 

Mr.  Alderman  Heygate  said,  that  when 
he  considered  the  state  of  the  revenue, 
which  was  so  far  from  overflowing,  that 
the  sinking  fund,  to  which  the  faith  of 
the  country  had  been  so  often  pledged, 
might  almost  be  said  to  exist  only  in  name, 
combined  with  the  difficulty  of  laying  on 
any  new  tax  in  lieu  of  the  duty  on  salt, 
he  felt  it  impossible  to  vote  for  the  motion. 

The  House  divided  on  the  previous 
question:  Ayes,  50;  Noes,  127: — Mar- 
jority  against  the  motion,  77* 


List  of 

Al  thorp,  vis. 
Allen,  J.  U. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Barnett,  James 
Barham,  J.  F. 
Browne,  Dora. 
Bccber,  W.  W. 
Bastard,  E.  P. 
Belgrave,  vis. 
Bernal,  Ralph 
Burrell,  sir  C. 
Clifford,  capt. 
CliAon,  vis. 
Crompton,  Samuel 
Curwen,  J.  C. 
Colborne,  N.  R. 
Deerhurst,  vis. 
Douglas,  hon.  F.  S. 
Davis,  T.H. 
Duncannon,  vis. 
Ebrington,  vise. 
Egerton,W. 
Fremanlle,  W. 
Fellowes,  hon.  N. 
Grenfell,  Pascoe 
Gurney,  R.  H. 
Gaskell,  Benj. 
Gilbert,  D.  G. 


the  Minority, 

Gipps,  G. 
Honywood,  W.  P. 
Hutchinson,  hon.  C. 
Hold^wortb,  A.  U. 
Lamb,  hon.  G. 
Lemon,  sir  W. 
Maule,hon.  W. 
Methuen,  Paul 
Morland,  S.  B. 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Primrose,  hon.  F.  MT. 
Parnell,  sir  H. 
Protheroe,  Edward 
Pares,  Thomas 
Ridlev,  sir  M.  W. 
Rumbold,  C. 
Robarts,  Abraham 
Smith,  Wm. 
Smith,  hon.  R. 
Strathaven,  lord 
Tremaync,  J.  H, 
Webb,  Edw. 
Wynn,  C.  W. 

TELLERS. 

Phillimore,  Dr. 
Davenport,  D. 

PAIBED  OEF 

Wilson,  air  R. 


Indictment  of  Edward  Bubke-— 
Conduct  oe  Baron  M*Cx«klland.1 
Mr.  Martin^  of  Galway,  rose  to  bring  for- 
ward the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of 
baroa  McClelland  in  the  trial  of  Edward 
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Burke,  an  Irish  attomev.    That  the  cha- 
racter of  a  judge  should  he  treated  with  all 
due  deference^  he  was  ready  to  admit,  but 
when  any  judge  was  fairly  chargeable  with 
misconduct,  it  was  the  peculiar  duty  of 
that  House  to  investigate  such  charge. 
He  would  read  the  resolution  which  ne 
meant  to  submit,  and  which  was  as  fol- 
lows : — '*  That  the  proper  officer  do  lay 
before  this  House  a  copy  of  the  bill  of 
indictment  found  against  Edward  Burke 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  at  the  ses- 
sion of  oyer  and  terminer  held  for  the 
city  of  Dublin  in  December  1814,  toge- 
ther with  the  verdict  of  the  jury  on  the 
trial  of  the  said  indictment,  and  copies 
of  the  affidavits  that  were  made  for  the 
postponement  of  the  trial.*'— He  should 
briefly  state  the  case  which,  in  his  judg- 
ment, called  for  the  interposition  of  the 
House.     At  a  commission  of  oyer  and 
terminer  in  Dublin,  in  1814,  a  bill  of  in- 
dictment was  found  against  Edward  Burke 
for  perjury,  but  to  prevent  the  cause  from 
being  brought  to  trial  at  that  commission, 
Burke  made  an  affidavit,  deposing  that  he 
called  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Browne,  whom 
he  described  as  a  material  witness  in  his 
defence,  and  that  he  understood  Mr.  B. 
was  so  unwell  as  to  be  unable  to  attend 
the  court.    In  consequence  of  this  affi- 
davit, he  (Mr.  M.)  made  an  affidavit,  that 
Mr.  Browne,  who  was  stated  by  Burke 
to  be  material  to  the  elucidation  of  his 
case,  because  a  party  to  a  certain  refer- 
ence was  by  no  means  an  active, member 
of  that  reference,  while  the  two  gentle- 
men, who  were  really  the  referees  upon 
that  occasion,    were  ready  to    be  ex- 
amined—Yet it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
judge  M'Clelland  to  order  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  trial  upon  Burke's  affidavit, 
which  merely  stated,  that  having  called 
at  the  House  of  Mr.  Browne,  he  heard 
and  believed  that  gentleman  was  so  un- 
well as  to  be  unable  to  attend  in  court. 
Of  this  postponement,   however,  it  was 
not  now  his  object  to  complain,  although 
at  the  time  he  was  fully  ready  to  prosecute 
the  trial.     But  the  trial  was  put  off  until 
the  February  commission  following.     On 
that  occasion,  however,  he  was  himself 
under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  the 
postponement  of  the  trial,  in  consequence 
of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Simcocks  and  Mr. 
Killery  of  Galway,  who  although  served 
with  the  usual  process  on  his  part,  declined 
to  attend.     Mr.  Coneys,  also  an  eminent 
lawyer,    whose  evidence  was  peculiarly 
material  to  his  case,  could  not  attend  the 


court  but  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  his 
life.    Of  these  facte  he  made  an  affidavit, 
but  still  he  did  not  call  for  any  more  post- 
ponement of  the  trial  than  from  day  to 
day,  in  order  to  see  whether  Mr.  Coneys 
would  sufficiently  recover  to  be  able  to 
attend  the  court,    proposing,    however, 
that  if  that  recovery  should   not  take 
place  before  the  conclusion  of  the  com- 
mission,  the  trial  should  be  postponed 
until  the  commission  following.   That  affi- 
davit, he  thought  it  would  be  admitted, 
ought  to  have  put  cfff  the  trial.    But  the 
proof  did  not  rest  there.    Dr.  Crampton, 
at  the  hcMid  of  the  Medical  Institute  in 
the  university  of  Dublin,  was  in  court,  and 
made  a  similar  declaration ;  not  certainly 
upon  oath  at  that  moment,  but  he  subse- 
quently in  court  made  an  affidavit  to  that 
effiKst.    The  brother  of  Dr.  Crampton 
also  swore,  that  Mr.  Coneys  could  not 
leave  his  bed  without  imminent  hazard  to 
his  life*    He  would  put  it  to  the  law  of- 
ficers of  the  Crown  to  say  whether,  if 
they  were  elevated  to  the  bench,  they 
would  act  as  baron  McClelland  had  ven- 
tured  to  act.    He  held  in  his  hand  the 
brief  of  the  affidavits.    He  would  tender 
them  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
and  ask  it  to  decide,  whether  such  con* 
duct  on  the  part  of  a  judge,  should  pass 
without  inquiry,  unless,  indeed,    it  was 
meant  to  be  inferred,  that  every  act  of  an 
Irish  judge  should  be  absolved  from  cen- 
sure.— What  would  be  the  result  of  such 
a  course  of  conduct  ?     Was  there  any 
case  wherein  the  Crown  could  put  off  a 
trial  ?    If  there  were  any  such  case  he 
felt  confident  there  was  not  in  his  applica- 
tion for  a  postponement  no  one  ingredient 
wanting  which  would  justify  a  similar 
course.    Had  he  not  a  right,  then,  to 
complain   of  the   arbitrary   manner   in 
which  baron  M*Clelland  forced  on  a  trila 
against  an  individual  whom  he,  as  the 
prosecutor,  might  be  allowed  to  think 
was  guilty  ? 

Sir  G.  HiU  said,  that  this  was  a  case  of 
the  very  first  importance ;  it  afiected  the 
fame  and  character  of  a  judge  of  the  land ; 
and  there  was  no  class  or  description  of 
public  functionaries,  in  whose  upnghtness 
of  conduct  the  interests  of  the  Crown,  and 
the  safety  and  liberties  of  the  people,  were 
so  deeply  concerned,  as  in  that  of  those 
who  filled  the  judicial  bench.  This  prin* 
ciple,  in  sood  and  former  times,  had  beea 

Sowerfulfy  felt,  and  amply  provided  for. 
\y    the  12th  and  13th  Will.  3rd.,  the 
judges  are  rendered  independent  of  the 
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CrowDi  to  hold  ^heir  situations  during  the 
life  of  the  sovereign,  and  are  removable 
only  upon  the  Address  of  both  Houses  of 
parliament ;  and,  by  the  first  of  Geo.  Srd*, 
their  indepepdency  is  still  farther  secured^ 
as  their  commissions  are  made  to  continue 
in  force  notwithstanding  even  the  demise 
of  the  Grown.      And«  by  the  21st  and 
22nd  Geo.  Srd.,  the  provisions  of  both 
these  statutes  were  embodied^  and  made 
law  in  Ireland  by  the  parliament  of  that 
country.      Thus,  the  leg^l    bench   was 
placed  beyond  all  undue  influence  or  con- 
trol.     As  already  stated,  a  judge  is  re- 
movable only  upon  an  address  from  both 
Houses ;  but  such  an  address,  he  was  bold 
to  state,  would  only  be  justifiable  upon  a 
serious  case,  clearly  made  out  against  the 
judge,  either  of  palpable  incompetency  on 
his  part,  of  .violent  infringement  of  the  li- 
berty qf  the  subject^  pr  of  gross  partiality 
or  corruption.    On  the  other  hand,  he  in* 
sisted,  that  mere  error  of  judgment,  mere 
misapprehension  of  the  law,  to  which  the 
fallibility  of  man  is  liable,  form  no  just 
grounds  for  such  address ;  to  such  error, 
however,  the  learned  judge  had  not,  in 
this  case,  been  liable,  and  against  whom 
the  bon.  member  had  not  ventured  to  in- 
sinuate the  slightest  suspicion  of  partiality 
or  corruption.    It  would,  therefore,  be  a 
most  monstrous  innovation,  if  the  House 
were  to  countenance  an  application  like 
the  present  for  its  interference,  upon  such 
trifling,  stale,  and  insu£Bcient  grounds  as 
the  hon.  member  for  Galway  had  brought 
forward.      To    what    does    the    charge 
amount  ?    That  at  the  commission  of  oyer 
and   terminer  in   Dublin,    in    February 
18d5,  baron  McClelland,  being  one  of  the 
judges  in  the  commission,  refused  to  post- 
pone a  trial  for  perjury  against  a  Mr. 
Burke,  in  which  the  hon.  member  was  the 
prosecutor.      If  the  House  entertained 
such  an  appeal,  there  was  not  a  common 
case  of  Nisi  Prius  in  a  civil  court,  nor  the 
most  trifling  case  of  assault  in  a  crimind 
court,    that   might   not   henceforth    be 
brought  before  uem  for  revision.      He 
bad  the  honour  of  knowing  baron  McClel- 
land intimately,  and  a  more  intelligent, 
laborious,  or  upright  judge  did  not  ^orn 
the  bench  of  either  country ;  justly  confi- 
dent in  his  knowledge  and  experience,  and 
firm,  in  his  decisions,  baron  McClelland  was 
incapable   of  partiality^   or    corruption. 
Learnins  that  he  was  to  be  thus  accused 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  he  had 
transmitted  to  a  few  friends,  and  to  the 
right  hon*  barooet,  as  one  of  tbemy  a 


statement  of  facts^  bearing  on  this  and 
another  case-^tHe  first  of  which  related 
to  a  trial  at  Galway,  in  1813,  when  the 
hon.  member  was  prosecuted  before  baron 
IVfdelland  for  challenging  a  gentleman  or 
that  county,  and  was  convicted ;  and  to 
which  case  the  hon.  member  had  iu>t 
thought  proper  to  allude.  The  other, 
which  is  the  one  at  present  complained  of^ 
occurred  above  four  years  since.  Now, 
trivial,  and  out  of  time,  and  unjustified  as 
this  complaint  appeared  to  be;  yet,  inaa- 
much  as  it  had  been  made  the  medium  of 
unworthy  attack  against  this  most  excel- 
lent judge,  it  was  fit  that  he  should  be 
defended.  He  was  sure  the  House  would 
be  gratified  to  hear  an  authentic  state- 
paent  of  the  facts  which  bore  upon  the 
trial  detailed  by  the  hop.  member;  the/ 
were  furnished  to  him  by  baron  M'CleC* 
land  himself.  But,  previous  to  making 
this  statement,  the  House  must  be  sur- 
prised \o  learn,  that  the  hon.  member  had 
abstained  from  stating,  that  if  injustice 
was  done  to  him  at  the  trial  in  question, 
another  judge  had  concurred  with  baron 
McClelland  in  doing  him  that  injury.  The 
late  Mr.  Justice  Osborne,  revered,  et* 
teemed,  and  lamented  by  all  good  men 
who  knew  him,  was  associated  in  the 
commission  of  oyer  and  terminer  in  Dub- 
lin with  baron  M'Clelland,  when  the  trial 
of  Burke  for  perjury  in  February  1815,  at 
the  prosecution  of  the  hon.  member,  waa 
brought  forward  ;  and  Mr.  Justice  Osborne 
fully  concurred  with  baron  M'Clelland  in 
refusing  the  application  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber to  postpone  the  trial  of  Burke  to  a.fu- 
ture  commission ;  and  the  House  would 
form- its  own  opinion  for  what  reason  this 
fact  had  been  suppressed  by  the  hon. 
number.  The  particulars  were  as  (pllow : 
—Mr.  Martin,  in  1814,  commenced  a  pro- 
secution against  a  Mr.  Burke,  an  attorney, 
for  perjury,  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted b^  Burke  in  an  answer  to  a  bill 
filed  a^amst  him  by  Mr.  Martin.  The 
bill  of  mdictment  was  found  by  the  grand 
jury  of  Dublin,  in  Dec.  18H,  on  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Martin  and  a  Mr.  Leonard. 
At  that  sitting  of  the  commissibn  court, 
in  Dec.  1814,  the  trial  was  postponed  un- 
til the  next  sitting  of  tlie  court  in  Feb. 
1815,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Burke, 
grounded  on  two  affidavits,  stating  the  ill- 
ness of  Mr.  Browne,  a  .material  witness, 
under  a  paralytic  attack,  and  his  inability 
to  attend ;  and  one  of  these  affidavits  was 
made  by  the  medical  gentlemaa  who  at* 
leaded  Mr.  Browne»  the  witness.     The 
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Dext  adjoummept  oftb^commiBsion  coatt 
was  held  in  Feb.  181 5*  before  Mr.  Justice 
OnborDe  and  Mr.  Baron  S(I'CleUand.  It 
began  on  the  18th  Feb.,  and  ended  on  the 
24th.  The  trial  of  Burke,  as  one  post- 
poned from  the  preceding  coramisflion, 
would  naturally  have  had  precedence; 
but  it  having  been  intimated  to  the  court, 
that  Mr.  Afartin  was  not  ready  for  the 
prosecution,  the  trial  was  postponed  from 
day  to  day,  and  was  the  last  trial  that  took 
place  at  that  commission ;  yet  Mr.  Mar- 
tin has  ventured  to  state  to  the  House, 
that  he  applied  to  have  this  case  put  last 
in  the  list  of  trials ;  that  such  request  was 
refused,  and  that  the  trial  was  immedi- 
ately called  on.  On  the  SSrd  Feb.,  Mn 
Martin,  and  a  Mr.  Coneys  made  each  an 
affidavit  to  postpone  the  trial.  Mr.  Mar- 
tin, in  his  affidavit,  stated  the  absence  of 
diree  materia  witnesses,  and  that  two  of 
them,  a  Mr.  Killery,  and  a  Mr.  Simcocksi 
had  been  served  with  crown  summpnses, 
**  as  Martin  believed,''  and  referred  to  the 
affidavits  of  the  service  thereof;  but  no 
such  affidavits  were  produced,  nor  are  any 
such  to  be  found  in  the  Crown  office. 
Judge  Osborne,  and  baron  M*Clelland 
then  decided,  that  as  there  was  no  a^davit, 
stating  positively  the  service  of  a  crown 
summons  on  these  two  witnesses,  or  either 
of  them,  their  absence  was  not  a  sufficient 
ground  to  postpone  the  trial,  the  prosecu- 
tor not  having  used  due  diligence  to  com- 
pel their  attendance.  .  As  to  the  third  wit- 
ness, Mr.  Coneys,  the  barrister,  the  affida- 
vits, both  of  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Coneys, 
brother  of  the  witness,  stated,  that  the 
witness  lived  in  Dorset-street,  adjoiping  the 
Court-house;  that  be  was  confined bj^  fe- 
verish complaint,  and  ^bb  attended  by  Dr. 
Crampton,  and  that  they  believed  the  wit- 
ness could  not  attend  on  account  of  this  ill- 
ness :  and  Martin  swore  that  he  believed  the 
witness  could  not  attend  during  that  com- 
mission. On  these  two  affidavits,  viz.,  that 
of  Mr.  Martin  and  that  of  Mr.  Coneys,  the 
counsel  for  Mr.  Martin,  on  the  24th  Feb., 
gt  the  close  of  the  commission,  and  when 
all  the  other  business  was  finished,  moved 
the  Court  to  postpone  the  trial  until  the 
next  commission,  in  tbc  month  of  June 
following,  according  to  the  fact  awom 
by  Martin,  that  the  witiiess  could  not  at- 
tend until  the  next  commission— and  not 
for  two  or  three  days,  as  Mr.  Martin  has 
ventured  to  sute  to  the  House.  This 
motiQn  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Burke's 
counsel,  on  the  dtfects  in  the  affidavit ; 
vanelyi  Uie  vaot  of  any  poaiti? e  alle^ 


tions  of  the  service  of  the  crown  sum^ 
mbnvjss  on  the  witnesses,  and  that  no  affi- 
davit was  made  hy  the  physician  who  at- 
tended Mr.  Coneys,  who  was  idone  com- 
petent to  swear  to  the  inability  of  the 
witness  to  attend  without  hazard  to  hia 
life.  The  counsel  of  Mr.  Burke  also 
urged,  that  the  affidavits  were  made 
on  the  2Srd,  and  that  no  account  was 
ffiven  of  the  state  of  the  healUi  of  Mr. 
Coneys  on  the  24th,  although  he  lived 
dose  to  the  Court  house.  The  counsel 
also  ureed  the  hardship  it  would  be  inflict- 
ing on  Mr.  Burke  to  postpone  the  trial  on 
such  defective  affidavits,  and  to  keep  so 
serious  a  charge  banging  over  the  head  of 
a  professional  man  for  four  months ;  and 
the.counsel  for  Mr.  Burke  then  stated,  that 
Mr.  Coneys,  then  alleged  to  be  ill,  bad 
been  examined  by  Mr.  Martin,  as  a  wit- 
ness in  the  CQUfty  cause,  to  support  his 
case  against  Mr.  Burke*s  answer,  in  which 
the  perjury  was  said  to  have  been  com- 
mitted ;  and  counsel  then  offered,  on  the 
part  of  Burke,  to  consent  that  the  said  de- 
positions of  Mr.  Coneys  should  be  read  aa 
evidence  against  him  (Burke)  on  the  trial, 
as  if  sworn  in  open  court  by  Coneys.  This 
offi^r  was  rejected  by  Mr.  Martin.  Judge 
Osborne  and  baron  McClelland,  on  takinjg 
these  arguments  of  counsel,  and  the  affi- 
davits into  consideration,  were  of  opinion, 
that,  by  the  settled  rules  of  practice,  they 
were  bound  to  refuse  the  motion.  Mr. 
Martin  has  ventured  to  state  that  the 
affidavit  of  the  physician  who  attended 
Mr.  Coneys  was  produced,  and  that  it 
stated  his  inability  to  attend ;  such  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Martin  is  utterly  unfounded ; 
no  such  affidavit  was  ever  produced  to  the 
Court,  nor  is  any  such  affidavit  in  the  Crown 
office.  The  uourt  having  jrefused  the 
motion,  Mr.  Burke  was  given  in  charge  to 
the  Jury.  Mr.  Martin  then  rose  and 
stated,  that  he  was  deserted  by  his  coun- 
sel (the  counsel  had  retired  some  minutes 
before,  obviously  being  sent  away  by  Mr, 
Martin),  and  proceeded  to  state  the  case 
for  the  prosecution,  which  he  did  at 
length,  reflecting,  with  great  severity,  on 
the  conduct  and  character  of  Mr.  Burke, 
and  detailing  a  variety  of  dealings  be- 
tween him  and  Burke  on  the  points  on 
which  the  penury  was  assigned,  and 
which  he  (Mr.  Martin)  stated  to  be  with- 
in his  own  knowl^^e.  As  soon  as  Mr. 
Martin  concluded  his  statements,  he  left 
the  coi^rt,  as  did  alfo  Mr.  Leonard,  hia 
witness,  on  whose  testimony,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Martioi  the  bi(l  of  iadictment  waa 
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found.  After  waitings  for  some  time,  and 
having  Mr.  Martin,  the  prosecutor  re- 
peatedly calledy  and  he  not  appearing,  or 
any  witness  for  the  prosecutioo,  the  Court 
directed  the  jury  to  acquit  the  prisoner, 
which  was  accordingly  done.  The  coun- 
sel for  the  prisoner  then  complained  of  the 
great  hardship  imposed  on  their  client, 
by  the  Court  having  permitted  Mr.  Martin 
to  make  such  a  violent  statement  against 
Mr.  Burke,  and  then  to  go  away,  as 
he  had  done ;  whereby  the  prisoner  was 
precluded  from  all  vindication  of  his  cha- 
racter from  the  aspersions  of  Mr.  Martin. 
The  Court  stated  their  regret  at  what  had 
happened;  but  that  they  could  never  have 
foreseen  such  an  occurrence  as  a  gentle- 
man making  such  a  statement  as  within 
his  own  knowledge,  and  then  shrinking  from 
confirming  that  statement  on  his  oath,  and 
submitting  to  a  cross-examination.  The 
right  hon.  baronet  then  referred  to  an 
official  certificate  of  Benjamin  Riky, 
deputy-clerk  of  the  crown  in  Dublin, 
from  which  it  appeared,  that  the  only  affi- 
davits produced  at  the  trial  alluded  to,  in 
February,  1815,  were  those  of  Martin  and 
Coneys,  to  postpone  the  trial  of  Burke, 
and  none  from  Dr.  Crampton  nor  any 
other  person.  The  right  hon.  baronet  said. 
it  was  his  duty  now  to  expose  to  the 
House  a  most  extraordinary  proceeding 
of  the  member  for  Galway  towards  baron 
McClelland  an  account  of  which  he  had 
also  received  from  the  baron  himself.  On 
the  13th  November,  1818,  while  baron 
McClelland  was  standing  in  the  anti- 
chamber  of  the  chief  secretary,  in  the 
Castle  of  Dublin,  Mr.  Martin  came  in, 
and  addressed  baron  McClelland,  say- 
ing—«  Sir,  the  last  time  I  met  you, 
was  at  Galway,  where  you  tried  me 
for  challenging  Mr.  Bowes  Daly.*'  Baron 
M'CIelland  replied,  **  It  was  a  long  time 
ago,  and  that  the  subject  was  an  un- 
pleasant one"— -he  wishing  to  stop  the 
conversation.  Mr.  Martm  then  said, 
*<  Sir,  you  dealt  me  a  hard  measure  of 
justice  in  that  case,  m  refusing  to  hear 
me."  Baron  M'Clelland  observed,  that 
Mr.  Martin  having  appeared  and  defended 
himself  by  his  counsel,  he  (baron  McClel- 
land) had  acted  on  that  occasion  accord- 
ing to  the  settled  practice  of  the  courts, 
and  a  decision  of  lord  Ellenborough  on 
the  point.  Mr.  Martin  then  said,  he  had 
been  called  to  the  bar,  and  therefore  was 
entitled  to  be  heard.  Baron  M'Clelland 
replied,  he  never  heard  of  that  (act  before. 
Mr.  Martin  then  said,  **  Sir,  I  now  give 


you  notice,  that  I  will  complain  to  the 
House  of  Commons  of  this  conduct  oF 
yourV  Baron  McClelland  replied,  he 
was  at  liberty  to  do  so  whenever  he 
pleased.  Mr.  Martin  then  observed* 
"  Sir,  what  you  did  at  Galiray  against  me 
was  a  trifle,  to  what  you  did  on  the  trial 
of  Burke,  the  attorney,  for  perjury." 
Baron  M'Clelland  replied,  whatever  deci- 
sion was  made  on  that  trial,  was  made  by 
Mr.  Justice  Osborne  as  well  as  by  him. 
Mr.  Martin  then  said,  «<  Sir,  that  don't 
signify ;  I  now  tell  you,  that  your  con- 
duct, as  a  judge,  on  both  these  trials,  was 
0Btrage6us  and  unwarrantable."  Baroa 
McClelland  then  cautioned  Mr.  Martin 
from  using  such  language  to  a  judge,  as 
it  would  compel  him  to  apply  to  the  court 
of  King's-bench  for  redress*-on  which 
Mr.  Martin,  approaching  close  to  the 
baron,  and  extending  his  arm  towards 
him,  said,  *c  gSr^  j  tell  you  again,  that 
your  conduct  as  a  judge,  on  both  these 
trials,  was  outrageous  and  unwarrantable;** 
on  which  baron  M'Clelland  observed,  that 
all  further  conversation  between  them 
must  cease,  and  he  lefl  the  room.  Baron 
McClelland  would  have  immediately  ap- 
plied to  the  court  of  King's«bench  tor  an 
mformation  against  Mr.  Martin,  had  it 
not  been  for  Mr.  Mactin's  declaration, 
that  he  intended  to  complain  to  parliament 
of  the  judicial  conduct  of  the  baron.  On 
this  account,  the  baron  decided  to  take 
no  proceeding  which  could  be  construed 
into  any  wish  on  his  part  to  avoid  that  in- 
vestigation. Shielded  as  the  character  of 
a  judge  ought  to  be,  and  protected  as  it 
was  by  the  laws  of  decorum  and  decency, 
as  well  as  by  those  of  the  land,  from  per- 
sonal insult,  the  House,  without  further 
comment  from  him,   would  estimate  the 

Sropriety  of  such  conduct  towards  baron 
f*Clelland.  The  House  would  also  ob- 
serve the  prudence,  the  judgment,  and 
the  patriotic  anxiety  of  the  hon.  member 
for  the  constitutional  interests  of  his 
country,  manifested  by  him  in  preferring 
this  accusation  to  the  House.  Who  was 
there  to  support  the  hon.  member? 
Amongst  his  friends,  had  he  no  one  who 
would  undertake  this  case  of  attack  for 
him — so  very  personally  concerned  as, 
from  his  own  showing,  he  appeared  to  be, 
was  he  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  being 
his  own  advocate  i  But  now,  against  his 
detailed  accusation,  the  House  would 
weigh  and  contrast  the  statement  and  cha- 
racter of  baron  M*Clelland,  to  whose  value 
and  excelieice  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland 
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would  bear  ample  and  ready  tettimonjr ; 
and  although  he  might  have  feebly  dis- 
charged his  duty  ia  advocating  the  learn* 
ed  baron's  defence,  yet  he  hoped  and  ex- 
pected that  this  House  would  not  be  con- 
tented to  pass  over  the  motion  now  before 
them  by  voting  the  previous  questioiii  but 
concur  with  him  in  expressing  their  dis- 
approbation of  the  proceeding  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Galway,  and  pronounce  their 
direct  negative  upon  his  proposition, 

Mr.  Brotmlow  observed  that,  although 
be  had  the  honour  to  be  personally  ac- 
quainted with  the  leamea  judge»  now 
under  the  public  notice  of  the  House,  he 
should  not  speak  of  him  with  regard  to 
those  private  virtues  which,  independent 
of  his  situation,  would  render  him  so  in- 
capable of  an  act  of  injustice  or  bad  feel- 
ing. He  begged  to  assure  the  hon.  mem- 
ber who  had  made  this  motion,  that  he 
supposed  him  to  be  acting  on  feelings  of 
the  greatest  propriety— either  imagining 
himself  individually  aggrieved  by  the 
award  of  judgment,  and,  therefore,  seek- 
ing redress  from  the  impartiality  of  this 
House;  or,  induced  bv  the  motive  of 
serving  the  public,  in  bringing  to  light 
and  conviction  instances  of  abuse  on  the 
bench«  In  either  case,  that  hon.  member 
must  be  aware  of  the  importance,  that  an 
unsullied  and  unimpeached  reputation 
should  attach  to  the  judges  of  this  land ; 
and,  therefore,  he  was  bound  to  believe 
that  this  was  not  an  accusation  lightly 
made,  and  that  a  high  Judicial  character 
had  not  been  wantoiuy  dragged  to  solemn 
examination  before  that  House.  He  felt 
himself  bound  to  state,  diffidently  on  his 
own  judgment  and  experience,  but  author- 
itatively on  the  uncontradicted  testimony 
of  all  whom  he  had  consulted  on  this  oc- 
casion, that  never  was  there  a  man  more 
fortified  b^  his  character  than  the  learned 

i'udge  against  accusations  of  this  kind, 
»oth  by  his  abilities  as  a  lawyer,  and  the 
active,  unceasing,  uncompromising  dis- 
cbarge of  his  duty  as  a  judge.  But,  what 
was  shortly  the  circumstance  that,  had 
been  attributed  to  the  learned  judge,  and 
not  singly  to  him,  but  to  the  late  judge 
Osborne,  who  presided  with  him,  and 
whose  name  had  been  suppressed.  At  a 
commission  where  these  two  learned  judges 

E resided,  the  hon.  member  for  Galway  was 
imself  the  prosecutor  of  an  attorney  of  the 
name  of  Burke,  for  corrupt  perjury ;  and 
no  evidence  appearing  to  substantiate  the 
charge,  the  prisoner  was  about  to  be 
given  in  charge  to  the  jury,  when  the  pro- 


secutor moved  for  a  postponement  of  tha 
trial  till  the  following  commission,  on  the 
natural  grounds  of  the  alleged  illness  of 
his  principal  witness ;  but  this  was  sup- 
ported by  his  affidavit  alone,  unaccom- 
panied bv  that  of  a  physician,  who,  in 
courts  of  justice,  was  alone  acknowledged 
to  be  the  proper  judge  of  the  sufficiency 
of  the  reason,  when  that  was  said  to  be 
illness ;  and  why  was  the  hon.  member's 
affidavit  to  make  an  exception  to  this  rule* 
to  detain  a  professional  man  for  several 
months  longer,  under  the  odious  imputa- 
tion of  perjury  ?  But  the  prisoner  did  not 
wish  to  avail  himself  of  this  contingency, 
and  his  counsel  offered  to  adroit  the  depo- 
sition of  the  sick  witness.  This  was  also 
refused.  Therefore,  in  the  absence  of 
evidence  to  substantiate  the  charge,  the 
want  of  a  proper  testimonial  to  the  alleged 
illness,  and  a  refusal  to  admit  the  deposi- 
tion, the  prisoner,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
was  tried  and  acquitted;  and  on  these 
grounds  was  the  learned  judge  outraged 
m  his  feelings  as  a  gentleman,  and  was 
now  before  the  House  for  arbitrary  and 
precipitate  conduct  as  a  judge.  The  hon. 
member  observed,  that,  could  he  fancy 
abuse  existed,  he  should  be  anxious  to 
bring  it  to  light ;  but  to  him  there  was 
not  the  presumption  of  inadvertence ;  and 
if  such  should  appear  to  the  House,  he 
trusted  they  would  bear  in  mind,  that  the 
very  impeachment  of  unsubstantiated  guilt 
was  a  hardship,  and  that  the  learned  judge 
could  not  but  have  been  much  harassed 
in  his  feelings  by  this  impending  motion ; 
and  that  they  would  make  some  remune- 
ration to  his  feelings,  and  to  the  injured 
memory  of  a  Judge  now  no  noore  able  to 
defend  himself,  by  a  full  and  honourable 
acouittal. 

Mr.  C.  Gran$  said,  he  would  not  enter 
into  the  statements  made.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  decide  this  question  on 
higher  grounds.  No  principle  was  better 
understood  than  this,  that  a  judge,  in  his 
judicial  capacity  was  not  accountable  for 
any  involuntary  error.  He  hoped  there 
was  no  reason  for  departing  from  this 
principle.  There  was  not  here  the  slightest 
imputation  of  partiality  or  corruption — 
there  was  not  then  the  slightest  shadow  for 
such  a  charge.  He  much  regretted  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  should  have  brought 
forward  this  motion.  The  high  character 
of  the  learned  judge  should  have  protected 
him  from  a  charge  for  which  there  was  no 
foundation  whatever. 

Mr.  LeJie  Foster  said,  that  parliament 
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could  not  entertain  the  motion ;  ft  would 
turn  the  House  into  a  court  of  appeal. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  that  on 
principle  the  motion  could  not  be  sus- 
tained»  and  that  it  was  altogether  unsup- 
ported by  facts.  There  was  nothing  in 
the  conduct  of  the  learned  judge  that 
could  expose  hiih  even  to  the  suspicion  of 
partiality  or  corruption. 

Mr.  Martin  ros^  to  reply.  He  said,  it 
had  been  a&serted,  that  he  had  not  imput- 
ed corrupt  motives  to  the  learned  gentle- 
man ;  he  would  now  say,  that  the  conduct 
of  baron  M'Clelland  was  corrupt.  He 
applied  the  term  in  the  legal  and  proper 
sense  of  the  word.  He  might  not  have 
been  corrupt  for  money ;  but  he  acted  on 
the  seat  of  justice  from  motives  of  personal 
resentment.  He  therefore  charged  baron 
McClelland  with  corruption,  and  he  would 
prove  the  charge,  if  the  papers  he  moved 
for  should  be  given.  When  these  paperd 
should  be  granted,  he  would  then  consider 
what  course  to  take,  whether  he  should 
move  for  the  dismissal  of  baron  McClel- 
land for  weakness  and  incapacity,  or  whe- 
ther he  should  move  that  he  be  dismissed 
and  censured  for  corruption.  As  for  the 
transaction  that  took  plaice  in  Galway,  he 
would  st&te  it  to  the  House.  Here  the 
hon.  gentleman  entered  into  a  detail  of  the 
facts  connected  with  a  dispute  he  had  with 
a  Mr.  Daly,  which  he  described  in  so 
very  theatrical  a  manner  as  to  keep  the 
House  in  a  continued  roar  of  laughter. 
He  compfained  that  at  a  prosecution 
which  took  place  in  consequence  of  this 
dispute  before  the  learned  judge,  he  ^as 
prevented,  though  a  party,  either  t6  cross 
examine  Mr.  Daly,  or  to  speak  to  evi- 
dence. As  to  the  trial  of  Biirk'e,  hl^ 
(Mr.  Martin's)  counsel  publicly  stated, 
that  if  the  arguments  they  had  urged 
cpuld  have  no  weight  with  the  judge,  it 
would  be  no  use  to  urge  any  thing  fur- 
ther ;  and  Mr.  Crampton  satirically  said, 
that  his  lordship  was  about  to  non-suit  the 
ctown.  Baron  McClelland  had  an  ac- 
commodating disposition.  He  would  not 
reply  to  Mr.  Crampton,  because  he  knew 
that  gentleman  was  connected  with  Mr. 
solicitor  general  Bushe.  The  baron  had 
been  always  remarkable  for  his  attentions 
to  the  great;  he  partook  of  the  qualities  of 
the  hare  and  the  tiger— he  had  ail  the  timi- 
dity of  the  one,  and  all  the  ferocity  of  the 
other ;  he  had  been,  through  life,  remark- 
able  for  his  submission  to  tnose  above  him, 
and  to  those  below  him,  if  any  person 
could  be  below  him,  he  was  harsbli  arro- 


eabt  and  supercStous.  Hts  conduct  had 
oeen  the  o&ore  criminal,  because  he 
could  not  be  accused  of  mere  ignorance, 
he  had  not  indeed  an  enlarged,  but  he  had 
a  technical  mind. 

^  The  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday  f  April  90. 

Iliicit  Distillation  iv  Ireland.] 
General  Hart,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice, 
moved,  <<  That  this  House  do  resolve  it- 
self into  a  committee  of  the  tvbole  House 
upon  the  Laws  relating  to  Distillatioa  in 
Ireland." 

Mr.  Dawton  said,  that  the  law  which 
imposed  fines  upon  town  lands  was  of 
such  an  odious  nature,  that  he  was  ui^ged 
by  a  sense  of  public  duty  to  exert  bis 
utmost  endeavours  to  procure  its  repeal. 
In  what  he  had  to  urge  he  meant  to  cast 
np  reflections  upon  the  excise  board, 
whfch  had  shown  as  much  lenity  and  for- 
bearance as  possible ;  but  the  complaints 
out  of  doors  against  the  act  had  of  late 
been  loud  and  general.  A  connnitteewas 
at  present  employed  in  diminishing  the 
penalties  of  the  statutes  in  England ;  but 
m  Ireland,  it  should  seem  as  if  they  had 
been  anxious  to  increase  them.  In  Eng- 
land, the  ol^ect  was,  to  decrease  the  cri- 
minals ;  ill  Ireland  to  increase  them.  In 
England  the  remissibn  of  punishment  had 
augmented  crime;  but  m  Ireland,  the 
uniform  execution  of  the  sentence  had 
pi'oduced  exactly  a  shtiilar  effect.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  that  this  appeal  to  par- 
liament against  the  act  of  1814<,  which  was 
itself  a  revival  of  a  former  law,  would  not 
be  made  in  vain.  That  act  imposed  a  fine 
of  20/.  for  the  first,  40/.  for  the  second, 
and  60/.  for  the  third  offence,  upon  all 
townlands  where  any  article  used  in  illicit 
distillation  was  discovered.  The  district^ 
of  the  town-lands  varied  from  200  to  2,000 
acres,  but  on  an  average  they  might  be 
taken  at  1,000  acres,  and  if  the  worm 
of  a  still,  or  any  more  minute  article  of 
the  kind,  were  found  Within  that  space,  all 
the  inhabitants  were  liable  to  the  payment 
of  the  fine.  Irrational  and  udjust  as  the 
law  was,  the  mode  in  which  it  was  car- 
ried into  execution  was  even  worse.  In 
England,  if  any  error  were  found  iii  the 
comniitment,  or  In  the  indictment,  the 
defendant  was  allowed  thb  benefit  of  it ; 
thus,  if  the  Hienue  were  laid  in  a  wrong 
coanty,  die  defendant   was  acquitted  i 
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but  in  Irdind,  the  proMCUtioD  might  be 
renewed,  and  no  mistalce  waa  allowiBd  to 
operate  affainn  liie  prosecutor.    It  was  a 
maxim  of  En^ish  lavr,  NemoieitU  eue 
debet  in  propria  coma ;   bat  in  Ireland,  a 
rerenue  officer,  who  was  to  obtain  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  fine,  was  allowed 
to  be  a  witness,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  the  conYiction  proceeded  solely  upon 
his  testimony.     Illicit  distilleries  were 
usually  set  up  in  places  not  ascertained  to 
belong  to  any  parish  or  township,  or  in 
the  suburb  era  city  or  town ;   so  that,  if 
the  head  of  a  still  were  found  in  an  ob« 
aeure  part  of  Dublin,  the  chief  justice,  and 
even  tne  members  for  that  capital,  would 
be  called  upon  to  pay  a  portion  of  the 
fine;  which  was  imposed,  ewen  if  a  cask 
were  found,  and  an  officer  hardy  enough 
10  swear,  that  firom  the  smell  he  bdiered 
that  it  hlid  contained  illegal  spirits.     One 
clause  of  the  bill  of  1814  was  without  pa- 
rallel in  the  hbtory  of  legisktion ;  for  it 
was  made  a  retrospective  measure  to  the 
year  1810,  and  applied  eren  to  fines  sus^ 
pended  and  annulled.    Any  minister  who 
should  attempt  tp  apply  such  a  law  to 
smuggling  on  the  coast  of  Kent,  or  to 
illicit  distillation  in  Scotland,  would  not 
retain  his  seat  for  a  month  afterwards,  the 
feelintf  of  indignation    at  such  injustice 
would  be  so  turbulent.      The   Bill   of 
Rights   declared,   that   excessive    fines 
should  not  be  imposed  even  upon  the 
guilty;  but  what  would  the  framers  of 
tliat  instrument  have  said  to  this  law, 
which  imposed  excessive  fines  upon  the 
famocent  ?  It  had  been  said,  that  tne  laws  I 
of  Alfted  warranted  this  law ;  that  the  in* 
habitants  of  tithiogs  were  made  responsi^ 
ble  fbr  each  other,  and  the  fact  undoubt- 
edly was  so,  bat  for  very  di&rent  ofienoes 
and  hi  every  difiisrent  sute  of  society.  The 
same  custom  had  prevailedamong the  Jews 
and  the  Germans;  it  was  known  amongthe 
savsges  of  Africa,  and  indeed  was  itself  a 

8 roof  of  iffnorance  and  barbarism.  To 
lustrate  uiis  point,  he  read  a  passage 
from  Miller's  Saxon  Tithiogs  and  from 
Hume's  fiogUind.  In  truth,  the  crimes 
for  which  tJ&  Inhabitants  of  tithings  were 
made  answerable  were  mala  in  se;  but 
here  the  law  was  directed  merely  agsinst 
mda  prtMHa  s  besides,  though  a  distiller 
might  be  an  offender  against  a  prohibitory 
law,  those  who  were  compelled  to  pay  the 
fines  were  offenders  sgainst  no  law  at  all ; 
the  ael  was  for  the  safety  of  the  guilty, 
and  the  punishment  of  the  innocent.  The 
mode  in  which  the  hiw  was  executed  ren- 
(VOL.  XXXIX.) 


it  still  more  objectionable ;  and  in 
order  to  establish  this  part  of  his  argu- 
ment* the  hon.  member  begged  to  refer 
the  House  to  several  .cases  which  proved 
that  the  inferior  officers  of  the  excise  had 
been  ffuilty  of  mal-practices  and  coUusbn. 
The  first  was  that  of  two  men  of  the  name 
of  Daniel,  prosecuted  by  an  officer  named 
Hinching,  and  awarded  to  pay  a  fine 
of  WL  It  afterwards  turned  out  that 
the  Daniels  were  not  guilty,  and  ap- 
plication was  made  to  the  commissioners 
of  excise  to  remit  the  fine.  The  officer, 
of  course,  reported  against  the  remission, 
but  secretly  ofiered  to  take  SOL  and  to 
use  hb  kind  offices ;  and  though  this  fact 
had  come  to  the  ears  of  the  bovd,  Hinch- 
ing  had  merely  been  censured,  but  not 
removed.  Anodier  case  was  that  of  John 
Colquhoun,  who  had  procured  the  sup* 

Eression  of  six  illidt  stills  upon  town 
mds,  and  who  had  been  cruelly  beaten 
by  some  of  the  inhabitants;  the  excise 
oflBcers,  in  gratitude  for  what  he  had  done 
for  them,  seised  all  his  cattle,  and  would 
not  leave  him  a  cow  to  give  milk  for  his 
infimt  family.    A  third  case  regarded  a 
person  named  Lowry,  who  had  taken  a 
fiirm  under  the   assurance  that  all  fines 
due  had  been  paid,  yet  soon  afterwards 
had  been  deprived  of  three  horses  and 
four  cows,   which  were  coUusively    sold 
among  the  officers  for  only  3/.    In  the 
report  of  Mr.  Terry,  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  excise  in  Ireland,  it  was  stated, 
that  upon  10,000/.  of  penalties  the  inci- 
dental expences   amounted  to  %«000/. 
The  fines  could  not  be  levied  without 
great  difficulty,  and  the  inhabitanu  were 
frequenUy  harassed  without  any  advan- 
tage derived  to  the  revenue.    Whilst  the 
law  pressed  heavily  on  the  innocent,  it 
was  despised  1^  the  illicit  distiller,  who 
had  grown  old  m  the  practice  of  his  oc- 
cupation.    It  temptea  him  to  commit 
perjury,  and  to  throw  the  burden  of  his 
ofeioe  on  others,   well  knowing  that  if 
detected  he  had  no  mercy  to  expect  from 
the  excise.    This  disposition  to  the  crime 
of  perjury  not  only  affected  parties  and 
witnesses,   but  juries    also;    and  cases 
miffht  be  mentioned  in  which  the  latter 
had  returned  verdicts  grounded  solely  on 
their  disapprobation  of  the  law.     The 
cause  of  sJl  this  mischief  was  the  erro- 
neous policy  upon  which  the  law  was 
passed,  and  the  vain  and  useless  attempt 
to  overcome  that  characteristic  of  Irish 
peasantry,  an  aversion  to  become  inform- 
ers.   The  consequence  was,  that  in  its 
(5D) 
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operation  it  confounded  the  Innocent  with 
the  guilty.  Mr.  Terry,  alluding  to  the 
extensive  prevalence  of  illicit  distillation, 
recommended  the  erection  of  barracks 
between  the  different   military  stations 


Cisos 

in  the  eyes  of  God  and  mflD  for  all  ibe 
consequencea. 

Mr.  Leslie  Pogier  wished  to  call  the  at«- 
tention  of  the  House  to  a  consideratioa 
of  the  facts  in  this  case ;  and  if  upon   a 


It  was  by  military  force  alone  that  the    fair  review  of  them,  an  alteration  in  the 


system  was  carried  into  execution.     In 
tlie  counties  of  Donegal  and  D^ry  prosecu- 
tions were  often  anticipated  by  the  objects 
of  them  lodging  informations  against  the 
townlands.    Judge  Fletcher  had  said,  that 
the  system  of  which  he  complained  was 
as  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  justice 
and  the  common  sense  of  mankind  as  it 
was  to  the  general  spirit  of  British  law.  It 
appeared    to  have  originated  in  a  des- 
perate attempt  to  collect  revenue  by  any 
means  and  at  any  sacrifice.    Amongst  its 
other  evils  it  violated  the  first  rule  of  evi- 
dence, by  allowing  a  party  interested  to 
prove  his  own  case ;  it  encouraged  per- 
jury, and  induced  juries  to  find  verdicts 
against  the  clearest  evidence.    The  ex- 
cise officer,  seeking  merely  to  put  money 
into  \iU  own  pocket,  connived  at  the  illicit 
still,  and  entered  into  stipulations;   the 

effect  of  vrhich  was,  that  some  old  worn-  I  the  system  of  small  stills,  whidi  it 
out  still  was  seized,  and  the  town  land    now  proposed  to  renew,  6,588'  private 


mode  of  collecting  the  revenue  on  spirits 
in  Ireland  should  be  deemed  necessary, 
be  would  lend  his  cordial  assistance  to  tho- 
under taking.  The  question  was  important 
in  every  respect,  and  it  was  right  that  the 
House  should  be  aware  that  in  its  decision 
depended  one-fourth  of  the  Irish  revenue. 
In  the  last  year  the  amount  of  thisbrancli 
of  it  was  1,300,000/.,  being  239,0002.  ex- 
cess above  the  produce  of  the  precedini^ 
year.    This  improvement  was  a  great  ft* 
nancial  recommendation,  although  it  had 
certainly  no  bearing  on  the  moral  part  of 
the  question.    There  was  no  system  of  re- 
gulation  that  could   l>e  devised   under 
which   this  revenue  could  be  collected 
without  some  cases  of  violence  and  hard- 
ship.   In  the  course  of  last  year  1»SOO 
illicit  stills  bad  been  destroyed,  but  during 
the  prevalence  in  1811,  12,  and  15|  m 


prosecuted  for  the  fine.    Not  only  civil 
trespasses,   but   perjuries,    conspiracies, 
and  assassinations,  were  multiplied  to  a 
frightful  degree ;    and  in  the  county  of 
IDonegal  nearly  the  whole  of  the  busi- 
ness, public  and  private,  arose  from  this 
source.     This    was   the    opinion  of  a 
•learned .  judge,  speaking  from  long  ex- 
perience, and  upon  mature  consideration. 
Why  the  system  of  small  stills,  which 
was  found  so  advantageous  in  Scotland, 
should  not  be  equally  beneficial  in  Ireland, 
surpassed  his  comprehension.     If  proper 
inspectors  were  appointed,  and  a  severe 
punishment  inflicted  upon  the  illicit  dis- 
tiller himself  the    inhabitants  at    large 
would  exert  themselves;  not  to  screen 
him  from,  but  to  bring  him  to,  justice. 
If  conciliatory  instead  of  coercive  mea- 
sures were  adopted,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  character   drawn  by  sir  John 
Davis  of  the  Irish  people  would  be  fully 
realized.    That  .writer  had  declared,  that 
if  protected  asainst  wrong,  there  was  no 
nation  on  earth  more  attached  to  the  prin- 
ciple  of   equal   and   impartial    justice 
|[Hear!].    He  should  conclude  by  se- 
conding the  motion  for  a  committee,  and 
by  expressing  his  feelings  that  unless  the 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer should  apply  some  remedy  to  this 
enormous  evili  he  would  be  responsible 
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stills  had  been  destroyed  in  one  of  those 
years,  and  scarcely  any  left  in  the  country. 
Vet  in  the  following  year  upwards  of 
6,000  were  again  destroyed,  and  more  than 
5,000  in  the  following*    All  this  had  been 
accomplished  by  military  force,  and  with 
a  much  greater  degree  of  violence  than 
had  been  exercised  since  the  change  which 
had  been  efiiected  in  the  law.    Themis-  ' 
chief  was  before  so  extensive,  that  the 
commercial  chambers  ofBelfost  and  other 
towns  presented  petitions,   stating  that 
the   regular    distilleries    could   not  be 
carried  on,  and  that  the  morals  of  the 
people  were  greatly  deteriorated  by  the 
dangerous    practices    which    prentiled. 
These  petitions  were  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee,  which  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
only  efficacious  mode  of  collecting  the 
revenue  was  the  system '  of  fining  town 
lands,  and  a  bill  to  that  effect  was  accord- 
ingly introduced  by  an  hon.  namesake  of 
his,  in  the  year  1814,  and  passed  into  a 
law.    The  vice  of  illicit  distillation  had  at 
that  time  taken  such  fast  possession  of 
the  champaign  country,  that  the  sufferings 
produced  in   eradicating  it  were,  during 
the  first  year,  of  extraordinary  severity. 
It  was  gratifying,  however,  to  find,  that 
the  amount  of  fines  had  been  raphlly  de- 
creasing since,  in  all  the  counties  of  Ire* 
land,   except  Donegal  and  Tyrone,,  the 
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mottntaiaoas  natare  of  whote  situalion 
had  always  afforded  peculiar  opportunities 
for  the  oominissioii  of  such  offences.  It 
appeared  by  the  report  of  two  officers, 
Mr.  Coffley  and  Mr.  LogiOi  high  in  that 
braoeh  of  the  public  serrice,  that  51  stills 
bad»  however,  been  voluntarily  surren- 
dered in  Donegal :  that  more  might  be 
expected;  and  that  the  town  lands  were 
generally  willing  to  enter  into  securities, 
if  the  law  were  not  to  undergo  any  altera- 
tion* It  was  true  that  the  board  of  ex- 
cise had  had  the  misfortune  to  employ  a 
person  in  the  first  instance  who  had  com- 
mitted many  unjustifiable  acts  in  the 
county  of  Donegal ;  but  he,  together  with 
two  of  his  assistants,    had  been  subse- 

auently  removed.  He  was  sorry  to  say, 
^at  much  penury  wascertainly  committed 
on  acconnt  of  the  trials  for  illicit  distilla* 
tion ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  was  con- 
vinced, that  it  would  be  greatly  exceed- 
ed by-the  quantity  of  perjury  which  would 
<be  occasioned  by  that  species  of  trial 
vrhich  it  was  proposed  to  substitute  for 
the  present.  It  was  clear,  that  if  perjury 
prevailed  under  the  present  system,  it 
must  become  still  more  prevalent  if  the 
prosecutions  were  directed  against  the 
persons  of  oflenders,  and  if  the  liberty  of 
the  individuals  were  at  stake.  Much  had 
been  said  about  the  evils  and  expense 
occasioned  by  the  employment  of  so  great 
•  military  force  under  the  present  system ; 
the  House,  however,  ought  to  be  in- 
formed, that  under  the  system  of  1811, 
18,  and  13,  when  the  present  laws 
were  suspended  and  small  stills  were 
licensed,  great  assistance  had  been  derived 
from  the  military.  From  the  report  of 
the  commissioners  of  excise,  it  appeared, 
that  during  these  three  years,  there  was 
[wid  to  the  military  and  the  officers  of  ex- 
cise no  less  a  sum  than  161,000^ ;  while 
at  present  the  average  charge  might  be 
taken  at  50,000/.  a  year ;  so  that  the  House 
were  deceived  if  they  thought  that  by 
substituting  the  small  still  system,  they 
would  get  clear  of  miliury  bunting  and 
legal  prosecutions.  It  had  been  said  that 
the  principle  of  the  present  system  was 
to  punidi  the  innocent  for  the  guilty;  but 
in  his  opinion,  its  general  operation  was 
to  give  the  innocent  an  inducement  to 
prevent  the  guilt  for  which  they  were  pu- 
nished; and  that  indeed,  was  the  only 
Eound  on  which  it  could  be  defended. 
»ides,  the  board  of  exdse  had  the 
power  of  remitting  fines ;  and  he  was  cer- 
tain that  whenever  the  partiea  convicted 


could  produce  evidence  that  they  had  not 
connived  at  the  illicit  distillation,  the  fines 
would  be  remitted.  But,  from  his  own 
experience,  limited  as  it  was,  he  had 
reason  to  believe  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  lands  were  almost  always  con* 
scions  of  the  guilt.  It  had  been  said,  that 
the  system  of  small  stills  was  likely  to 
cure  this  evil,  and  the  example  of  Scot- 
land had  been  adduced  in  support  of  tliat 
opinion.  In  Scotland  there  were  d9 
small  stills  licensed,  each  paying  upwards 
of  500/.,  and  yielding  a  total  revenue  of 
20,000/.  Now  in  Ireland  there  were  12 
small  stills,  larger  indeed  than  the  Scotch, 
but  paying  9,^X)/.  a-piece,  and  produc- 
ing a  gross  revenue  of  11 5,200/.  There 
certainly  was  something  in  this  which  he 
could  not  understand.  He  had  a  great 
respect.for  Scotland,  and  did  not  wish  to 
cast  any  reflections  on  the  manner  in 
which  tne  revenue  was  collected  in  that 
country  ;  but  he  could  not  but  observe, 
that  the  revenue  derived  from  the  Scotch 
stills  was  far  less  than  was  derived  from 
the  Irish.  If  the  House  were  prepared 
to  introduce  the  system  of  small  stills 
into  Ireland,  and  to  renounce  the  re- 
venue altogether,  the  consequence 
would  be,  that  they  would  have  the  coun- 
try filled  with  smugglers  with  licences, 
instead  of  smugglers  without  them. 

Sir  Henry  Pamdl  trusted  it  was  unne- 
cessary to  say,  after  all  the  House  had 
heard,  that  the  present  system  of  law  was 
most  severe,  unjust,  and  unwise.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  agree  with  him  in 
thinking,  that  the  time  had  now  arrived 
for  gettmg  rid  of  that  system  altogether, 
for  surely  no  case  had  bleen  made  out  to 
justify  the  law.  The  hon.  centleman 
(Mr.  Foster)  had  stated  that  the  system 
of  small  distilleries  had  been  tried,  and 
failed— he  (Sir  H.  Parnell)  was  satisfied 
that  that  statem^t  was  not  correct*- 
every  gentleman  who  had  attended  to  the 
subject  knew  that  the  small  stills  had 
never  had  a  fair  trial— they  were  impeded 
and  discouraged  in  many  ways ;  indeed  it 
was  impossible  that  they  could  have  ex- 
isted under  the  regulations  that  had  been 
imide— the  interests  of  the  small  pro- 
prietors were  always  obliged  to  give  way 
to  those  of  die  proprietors  of  large  distil- 
leries ;  but,  above  all,  they  laboured  un- 
der the  power  the  commissioneca  had  of 
withholding  licences,  instead  of  givjog 
every  man  a  fair  opportunity  of  employing 
his  capital  and  his  mdustry  in  the  trade. 
The  establishment  of  small  stills  wouU 
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have  a  powerful  effi9ct  in  putting  ddwn 
illicit  distillation-- ihepropneioTS  of  small 
dittillerieB  would  find  It  their  interest  to 
put  it  down^^the  people  would  be  induced 
to  assutin  putting  down  illegal  distillation, 
and  until  they  anaistedi  it  could  not  be  put 
down,  though  the  country  might  be  co- 
vered with  military  force  and  revenue  of- 
ficers. As  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
hon.  gentleman,  to  show  that  illegal  distil- 
lation was  on  the  decline  in  Ireland,  be 
Would  obsenre,  that  in  the  first  year  he 
referred  to,  com  bore  a  very  low  price 
in  Ireland,  there  was  no  market,  and  it 
resulted,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the 
superfluous  com  should  find  its  way  into 
illicit  distillation ;  the  third  year  he  re- 
ferred tOy  there  happened  to  be  a  high 
price^  and  a  sure  market  for  com,  and  the 
Irish  farmer  naturally  exported  it.  The 
same  year  was  one  of  great  distress  in 
Ireland— besides,  from  the  wetness  of  the 
season  and  the  consequent  want  of  fuel, 
illicit  distilleries  were  not  worked  by  the 
people.  These  reasons  would  tend  to 
explain  the  statement  made  by  the  hon. 
gentleman ;  it  was  to  these  local,  tempo- 
rary,  and  incidental  causes  that  the  alter- 
ation was  to  be  traced,  and  not  to  tbe 
e&cts  of  a  system  which  was  only  preg- 
nant with  public  immorality,  misfortune, 
and  discontent. 

Mr.  WeUedey  Pole  said,  that  in  1810, 
when  he  held  the  office  of  Irish  secretary, 
he  found  the  fine  system  in  full  operation. 
On  a  representation  of  the  horrors  and 
crimes  committed  under  this  system,  and 
of  its  inutility  to  prevent  illicit  distillation, 
the  then  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  and 
liimself  investigated  the  subject,  and  they 
agreed  to  remit  some  of  the  fines,  and  to 
suspend  the  operation  of  the  act.  His 
hon.  friend  had  said,  that  the  small  still 
system  bad  been  in  full  operation  in  Ire- 
land in  1810, 1811  and  1812.  The  fact 
was,  that  the  fine  system  was  only  sus- 
pended in  1810.  His  fHend,  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  who  remained  in 
office  after  he  himself  had  gone  out,  did 
not  encourage  small  stills^^and  in  the  ses- 
sion of  18 12,  he  had  brought  in  a  bill, 
firamed  with  the  greatest  cape,  the  effiK^ 
of  which  he  hoped  would  be  to  prevent 
the  necessity  or  recurring  to  the  horrid 
system  of  fines.  But  at  the  time  this  bfll 
was  brought  in,  a  circumstance  took  plaoe 
which  changed  the  whole  question ;  the 
distillation  trom  grain  was  then  suspended. 
TJie  fine  of  the  town  lands  system  was  only 
suspended,  and  not  repealed,  and  the  dis- 
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tillation  firom  grain  was  suspended ;  wnA  it 
waa  not  possible,  therefore,  for  the  aoaall 
still  syaiem  to  be  established,  when  iso 
distillatioo  was  allowed  to  go  on.    Wa» 
it  fkir,  then,  to  say  that  this  system  wmm 
establtsbed  in  1810,  11,  and  12?      Tbo 
gentlemen  from  Irdand,  not  taking  iotci 
etmsideration  that  all  legal  distillation  W9« 
suspended,  came  to  the  chancellor  of  tfa« 
exchequer  Yxg  accUmation  for  the  nepesd 
of  the  system,  who  very  properly  listeoe4 
to  them.    He  did  not  blame  the  obaopel* 
lor  of  the  exchequer  tor  acceding  to  their 
request,  but  h^  blamed  the  genUemea  of 
Xrdand  for  allowing  themselves  to  be  mcs 
away  with  without  experience*     He  ba^ 
then  opposed  the  recurrence  to  the  fine 

Sjrstem,  but  nearly  all  the  Irish  mesabew 
ivided  against  him*  Mr.  Gregory,  i»ow 
under  secretary  for  Ireland,  who  was  seo^ 
down  to  Innishowan,  reported»  that  the 
effect  of  the  fi^e  system  was  siscb  as  to 
beggar  all  description.  This  was  a& 
ter  the  system  bad  been  in  opetatioBt 
many  years.  la  1812,  the  aanie  gentle- 
man was  sent  down  to  the  very  same  spot 
and  the  improvement  under  tbe  new  sys- 
tem was  so  great  as  to  be  hardly  credibly 
Haviag  paid  much  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  knowing  firom  the  most  respect- 
able sources  the  effects  of  the  fine  system 
in  Ireland,  no  human  power  riiauld  induce 
him  to  give  it  his  support.  In  October 
1816,  when  Mr,  Teriy,  de|>uty  chsirosan 
of  the  commisttonefs  of  excise  visited  Ia« 
nishowan,  be  found  that  the  places  where 
illicit  distillation  flourished  most,  were 
those  very  places  which  had  already 
been  fined ;  fisr  the  illicit  distillers  resortea 
to  places  which  had  nothing  oil  them, 
every  thing  having  been  carri^  o£  The 
same  gentlemen  who  were  almost  unani- 
mous m  wishing  the  fine  system  in  1812i 
were  now  unanimous  against  it.  If  it  was 
a  grievance,  it  was  a  grievance  of  their 
own  seeking. 

Lord  Mimnt^Charlet  said,  that  at  the 
recent  assises  in  Donnegal,  there  were  no 
less  than  900  town-loads  fines  trials.  In 
the  late  presentments  of  the  grand  jury, 
application  was  made  for  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  for  the  enlargement  of  Aa^oiui^ 
gaols,  which  had  become  oeceasary,  in 
consequence  of  the  numbers  confined  froai 
inability  to  pay  the  fines. 

Mr.  F.  FUzgeraid  said,  that  though  he 
had  been  the  person  whose  duty  it  was  to 
propose  the  re«enaotment  ot  the  law 
which  had  been  held  up  to  censure,  he 
hoped  the  House  wDuld  da  bim  th0  justioe 
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to  believe  Ihet  he  wm  oQt  one  of  thote 
who  would  leek  the  credit  of  cootisteocy 
for  periOYeriii^  in  opipioai»  the  erroneoua* 
DOM  of  whioh  bad  been  (or^^.on  their 
oooviction.  He,  however»  h94|,«eeo  no 
reason  to  change  hia  opinion  oil  the  law* 
If  it  had  been  ao  pregnant  with  horror, 
guilt,  and  oriaie»  aa  hia  right  hon.  friend 
thought,  how  had  it  happened  that  he  bad 
not  taken  earlier  measures  to  denounce  it, 
or  that  he  had  not  accepted  the  invitation 
to  take  part  in  the  deliberations  of  a  former 
committee  concerniag  it }  He  bore  testi* 
mony  to  the  sincerity  of  the  hon*  mover's 
intentions,  bvt  he  tlu>u^bt  it  too  much  to 
auppose,  that  all  the  dittress  of  Ireland, 
all  the  outrages  and  breachea  of  law,  and 
even  the  state  of  the  priiops,  was  to  be 
Attributed  to  this  act»  As  to  the  number 
of  persona  imprisoned  in  Doon^gal,  the 
iact  waa,  thai  these  peraons  were  not 
imprisoned  under  that  part  of  the  act 
which  it  was  now  proposed  to  repeaL  As 
to  the  compJaint,  that  the  law  £or  the  en- 
couragement of  amall  stilb  was  not  en- 
foroeo,  it  seemed  rather  misplaced,  at  a 
time  when  that  law  was  enforced  to  a 
greater  extent  than  had  been  propeaed. 
The  fullest  committee  that  he  ever  r^ 
ttembered**^  eonsmitiee  on  wbid)  every 
member  from  Irelaod  waa  aidmitted<-*had 
Goneorred  in  recommending  die  present 
law,  Waa  it  not  a  strange  apeeiea  of 
logic,  by  which  the  damoraliaation  of 
Irmand  was  imputed,  not  to  the  uae  of 
cheap  spirituous  Uquon^  and  to  the  sys- 
tem which  be^on  with  the  breach  of  re- 
venue n^ulatioos,  and  ended  with  the 
breach  oToU  law,  but  to  the  act  which 
attempted  to  reosedy  these  evils ;  which 
imputed  the  murder  of  Mr,  BuUer,  not  to 
iUicit  distiUaUoB,  but  to  hia  attempt  to 
execute  the  bur  against  it  ?  The  employ- 
ment of  a  oMlitary  force  in  the  auppressiop 
or  tthcit  diatilktion,  had  not  onginated 
wilb  the  act  which  it  was  proposed  to 
repeal,  nor  was  imputable  to  it.  It  was 
in  evideaoe^  that  at  the  time  when  his 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  W.  Poie}  took 
those  measures  to  suppress  distillation, 
which  were  found  inellectusl,  a  military 
force  of  140  infantry  and  40  cavalry  was 
sent  against  the  illicit  distillers  of  the 
barony  of  Innisshowen,  and  successfully 
resisted  by  them.  The  committee  of 
which  he  had  spoken  had  declared,  that 
it  waa  necessary  to  put  an  end  to  illicit 
distiUation,  aa  directly  subversive  of  the 
morals  of  the  Irish  people.  As  to  the 
execution  of  the  Urn,  he  Knew  of  no  case 


Aphiv  80,  1819. 


in  which  the  govemmeot  did  not  act  with 
clemency. 

Mr.  French  said,  the  diminution  of  illicit 
distiUation  in  the  two  first  years  after  th^ 
passing  of  the  law,  waa  to  be  attributed  ip 
the  dearoem  of  corn  and  turf.  The  pre«eat 
Tear,  a  year  of  ordinary  supply,  was  the 
best  test  of  its  merits.  Yet  in  Mayo,  at 
the  last  assizes,  there  were  eighty  convio- 
tioos  for  iUicit  distillation;  Sligo  W9f 
nearly  as  bad,  and  in  the  county  he  repre- 
sented, there  were  many.  He  strongly 
reprobated  the  law,  and  trusted  the  Cng- 
lisn  and  Scotch  represeptatives  would  not 
sufier  the  Irish  gentlemen  to  be  robbed 
by  such  a  law. 

Mr.  Peel  allowed  that  the  law  might  b^ 
accompanied  with  much  hardship;  but 
there  was  a  question,  whether  it  waa  not 
a  lesser  evil  than  the  system  it  bad  (with 
the  exception  of  two  countiea]  succeed 
in  Qruslung.  He  feared  lest  the  House 
should  suTOr  itself  to  be  induced  by  ita 
feelings  to  take  a  step,  of  wbi<^,  on  cooler 
reflexion,  it  might  repent.  In  1810^  ^hja 
law  was  suspended;  iu  1813,  rep^ed; 
but,  in  1813,  re-enacted,  with  only  sevep 
dissenting  voices.  It  was  re^enacte49 
after  an  examination  of  sereral  Irish  meov- 
bera  before  a  oommittee  of  the  House,  and 
now  fhe^  were  called  vppn  to  repeal  it 
without  loouiry.  The  House  should  bje 
cautious  or  doin^  so,  as  diejr  mi^ht  bo 
under  the  necessity  of  re-enacting  it  agaia 
with  accumidated  disadvantages.  He  did 
not  shut  his  eiea  to  the  eiiMs  of  the  pna- 
sent  system,  put  he  fean^  the  conio- 
quencea  of  resorting  to  aiiy  other,  and* 
above  all  thiogSi  he  feared  the  dan^em 
resulting  from  a  nerpetoal  vacillation, 
which  waa  in  itselr  one  of  the  gn»|tea 
misfortunes  that  could  be  ipticted  in  a 
country. 

Colopel  Bqn^  paid,  that  thn  mtein  of 
still  fioes  waa  it^uriout  to  qioraw,  aiid  a 

treat  hardship  to  ap  iimocent  populatioo. 
[e  woidd  admit  that  the  law  ha4  great 
efl«ct  in  aqppressing  iUicit  distUlatioo, 
but  so  must  any  measure  of  unexampled 
cruelty*  It  was  not  his  opinion,  however, 
that  It  ought  to  be  done  awav  at  once; 
the  best  course  to  pursue  would  be,  the 
adoption  of  some  concurrent  remedial  sys- 
tem ;  perhapa  the  loweriog  of  the  duty  on 
spirits,  and  the  encouragement  of  small 
stills  throughout  the  country. 
The  Chanedlor  tfihe  Exckequer  was  of 

3 minion,  that  it  would  be  wise  in  the 
cose  to  acquiesce  in  the  suggestion  of 
hon.  friend  who  spoke  last.    At  the 
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tame  time,  he  was  Batisfied,  from  the  of-  | 
ficial  information  he  tiad  received,  that 
the  system  now  produced  an  efficacious 
control,  without  any  instances  of  indivi- 
dual oppression.  He  deprecated  vacilla- 
tion as  injurious  to  the  revenue,  but 
thought  that  mu6h  benefit  might  be  de- 
rived from  the  encouragement  of  licensed 
distilleries  on  a  small  scale.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  motion  for  going  into 
committee  on  the  subject,  and  pledged 
himself  to  support  whatever  measure  ap- 
peared the^nost  beneficial. 

Sir  John  Newport  thought,  that  of  all 
the  courses  pursued  by  the  ministers  of  the 
Crown,  the  present  was  the  most  extraor- 
dinary. He  would  ask  the  minister,  if  he 
came  into  the  House  with  an  opinion 
made  up,  and,  if  so,  why  he  had  altered 
it?  He  would  ask  him,  if  his  opinion 
was  originally  the  same  as  he  had  now 
expressed,  why  did  those  with  whom  he 
acted  promulgate  a  different  opinion  ?  In 
this,  as  in  other  questions  of  importance, 
<  was  the  country  to  witness  the  differences 
of  ministers  amongst  themselves  ?  Feel- 
ing that  the  morals  of  the  people  would  be 
injured  by  a  departure  from  the  present 
system,  he  should  not  hesitate  to  say  so. 
If  he  could  be  persuaded  of  the  contrary, 
no  advantages  of  revenue  could  induce 
him  for  a  moment  to  compromise  the  more 
important  question  of  morals.  If  they 
resolved  to  try  the  other  system,  he  hoped 
that,  with  tlie  encouragement  of  small 
stills,  they  would  also  eive  encourage- 
ment to  breweries,  that  Sxe  people  might 
be  induced  to  adopt  that  wholesome  be- 
verase,  instead  of  the  maddening  spirit  to 
which  they  were  accustomed. 

Lord  Castlereagh  defended  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  against  the  charge 
of  inconsistency.  In  agreeing  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee,  oe  had  not 
pledged  himself  to  the  adoption  or  aban- 
donment of  any  measure,  but  bad  merely 
assented  to  the  propriety  of  referring  the 
present  system  of  laws  to  the  consideration 


of  a  committee.  He  was  satisfied  that  the 
views  opened  by  that  night's  discussion, 
would  induce  many  members  to  direct  their 
minds  to 'the  subject,  and  read  the  in- 
formation •edntained  in  the  papers  which 
were  alrelniy  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Bennet  animadveited,  in  a  strain  of 
peculiar  point  and  animation,  upon  the 
conduct  of  ministers  on  this  occaaionp 
who  had  conceded  to  the  opponents  o€ 
excise  pillage  in  Ireland,   only  becauoe 
they  felt  they  could  not  resist  with  efiect ; 
who  had,  in  fact,  only  struck,  because 
they  kflew  they  would  be  beaten.    Their 
disposition  at  the  outset  could  not  be 
mistaken,  from  the  tone  and  terms  of 
their  known  adherents ;  and  their  reason 
for  yielding  afterwards  was  equally  evi- 
dent.   Adverting  to  the  speech  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  he  protested 
against  the  language  of  that  right  hoo. 
gentleman,  who  seemed  to  think  that  re- 
venue was  the  first  duty  of  a  government. 
But  such  language  was  quite  consistent 
with  the  conduct  and  creed  of  a  gentle- 
man, who    was   the   steady    patron    of 
lotteries. 

Mr.  Chichester  expressed  the  sincere 
gratification  he  felt  at  the  prospect  which 
was  now  held  out  of  amending  the  law  in 
Ireland.  He  trusted,  that  the  labours  of 
the  committee,  aided  by  the  candour  and 
good  sense  of  his  majesty's  government, 
would  bring  this  question  to  that  issue  to 
which  it  must  be  the  wish  of  every  friend 
of  peace  and  good  order  it  should  speedily 
arrive. 

.  General  Hart  participated  in  the  gra- 
tification which  the  resuJt  of  this  motion 
was  so  well  calculated  to  difiuse.  On  the 
subject  of  illicit  distillation,  all  he  should 
say  was,  that  he  had  nothing  so  much  at 
heart  as  its  utter  abolition;  and  it  was 
because  he  was  its  greatest  enemy,  that  he 
was  the  advocate  tor  an  alteration  in  the 
present  system,  which  tended  so  much  to 
us  encouragement. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 
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ADDENDUM. 


e  Header  is  requested  to  substitute  theJbUomng  Report  of  the  Speech  of  Lord 
Nugent f  on  presenting  the  Petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Great  Britain,  March 
4/A,  in  the  room  qf  the  one  which  niU  be  found  at  page  %S%. 


Lord  Nugent  said,  that  he  rose,  in  dii- 
charge  of  an  awful  duty»  to  present  the 
humble  petition  of  a  venr  considerable 
bodr  of  hit  majesty'a  •ubjects,  Roman 
Catholici  of  great  Briuin,  prating  to  be 
relieved  from  certain  grievoos  civil  disabi- 
lities under  which  they  now  labour.    The 
petition  was  signed  by  upwards  of  10,S00 
persons,  among  whom  were  many  of  the 
representatives  of  the  most  ancient  and 
noblest  families  of  the  land,  at  the  head 
of  which  distinguished  list  stood  the  name 
of  his  grace  Uie  duke  of  Norfolk,  earl 
marshal  of  England,  and,  by  birth,  the 
first  subject  in  the  realm.    And,  said  the 
l^oble  lord,  in  contenting  myself  for  the 
present  with  moving,  that  this  petition  be 
now  laid  upon  your  table,  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  detam  you  by  inquiring  what 
particular  mode  or  measure  of  relief  it 
may  hereafter  appear  desirable  or  prac« 
ticable  for  Uie  House  to  adopt,  still  less 
shall  I  enter  into  a  detail  of  tne  peculiar 
state   of  the  Roman    Catholics  of  this 
country,  a  topic,  on   which,  from  the 
many  and  full  aiscussions  it  has  received, 
not  only  in  this  House,  but  through  every 
channel    of  public   information   out   of 
doors,  the  minds  of  gentlemen  may  be 
expected  to  be  already  very  adequately 
prepared.    At  the  same  time,  the  tone 
and  temper  of  the  petition  itself  forbids 
our  considering  it  as  in  any  way  prescrib- 
ing the  means,  or  even  the  extent,  of  that 
relief  to  which  I  trust  that  this  House 
will  be  of  opinion  that  they  have  a  just 
and  a  peculiar  claim*    The  petition  is  ex. 
pressed  in  nearly  the  same  terms,  and 
embraces  precisely  the  san^e  objects,  as 
when,  in  those  able  hands  to  which,  for 
years,  it  was  entrusted,  it  obtained,  even 
whilst  it  failed  of  success,  general  sym- 
pathy and    applause  from  its  unvaried 
icood  feeling,    discretion,   and    modesty 
^Hear,  hear!].    But  connected  as  it  now 
is  with  the  memory  of  those  great  and 
good  men,  who  used  to  support  its  prayer 
with  all  that  their  eloquence  and  their  au- 
thority, and  their  character,  could  ^ive 
to  its  support,  while  I  reflect,  certainly 
with  unaiSected  dismay,  upon   how 
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competent  are  the  hands  into  which  so 
great  a  trust  has  now  fallen,  I  cannot  but 
reel  at  the  same  time  that  it  derives  from 
the  memory  of  those  it  has  lost  a  melan- 
choly but  irresistible  interest  in  its  be- 
half.—The  petition  which,  for  so  many 
years,  derived  supportfrom  the  eloquence, 
the  authority,  and  the  character  of  Mr. 
Windham,  cannot  be  devoid  of  interest 
in  this  House  [Hear,  hear  1].    The  pe- 
tition whose  cause  was  so  often,  and  so 
lately,  pleaded  in  this  House  by  a  voice 
whose  captivating  tones  are  still  fresh  in 
the   recollection   of  most   of  us,  by  a 
man  whose  loss  is  the  subject  of  so  recent, 
and,  I  am  convinced,  so  general,  sorrow, 
cannot  be  devoid  of  interest  to  us  [Hear, 
hear !].    Well  and  long  will  this  House 
remember  the  eloquence— the  grace  far 
bqrond  the  reach  of  ordinary  eloquence 
— the  statesman-like  discretion,  but  above 
all,  the  zealous  sincerity,  with  which  those 
great  men  pleaded  for  years,  in  behalf  of 
these  petitioners,  the  cause  of  general 
conciliation.  Those  tones  are  for  ever  lost 
to  this  House ;  that  support  is  for  ever  lost 
to  the  cause.— The  last  of  that  distin- 
guished cUss  and  connexion  of  men  to 
which  he  belonged  in  this  House  is  now 
gone.    He  has  left  behind  him  the  ex- 
ample, a  rare  one,  of  a  statesman  who, 
after  a  long  political  life,  passed  actively 
too,  in  difficult  and  contentious  times, 
has  died  with  the  general  and  unqualified 
regret  of  all  persons,  of  all  parties  and 
opinions  amon^  us.    The  cause  of  this 
large  and  suffering  body  of  your  countrjr- 
men,  which  Mr.  Windham,  in  almost  his 
last  moments,  bequeathed  to  his  illustrious 
friend,  whose  recent  loss  we  deplore,  has 
now  devolved  upon  this  House,  for  pro- 
tection, with  one  name  more  added  to  the 
venerable  list  of  the  patrons  it  has  lost,  a 
list  already  graced  with  the  names  of  all 
the  most  considerable  men  of  parliament, 
from  Mr.  Elliot  up  to  Mr.  Burke  and  sir 
George  Seville,  that  is,  from  the  repeal 
of  the  first  of  that  cruel  and  unnatural 
code  of  what  were  called  the  penal  laws, 
down  to  the  present  period. 
Sir,  the  general  question,  u  it  affects 
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the  Roman  Cat)io1ic8  of  your  empire,  and 
embracing  a  much  wider  scope  of  diicus- 
sion  than  what  necewarily  belongi  to  this 
petitioni  will,  I  trust,  ere  long,  be  brought 
hehlte  yoU|    introdoced  by  the   ablest 
Land%  and  recommended  by  the  highest 
authority.    I  trust  that  the  day  is  not  far 
distant  when  we  shsH  agaih  hear  In  his 
place  pleading  in  behalf,  not  only  of  his 
own  countfyttien)  but  of  your  whole  em- 
pir^-^  man  whose  venerable  Aame  a£btdi 
additional  \vtBtte  td  the  befet  atod  noblest 
cause,  a  liame  #hich  neteh  cttn  be  sepa- 
rated flroiil  the  glorious  enuse  of  universal 
toleration  Und   freedomi  in    which    his 
whole  gloHous  life  has  been  pass^  [Hear, 
hear  !]^    The  presence  of  my  tight  hon. 
fHend  (Mr.  Grattan)  forbids  my  farther 
indulging  those  feelings  in  which,  on  this 
occaatoo^  I  am  sore  the  House  sympa- 
thises with  me.    Biit  I  ought  now  to  state 
thaCk  should  hil  extensive   And  hopeful 
views  of  general  benefit  fkil  Of  their  im- 
mediate efiedt  this  se&sioti,  it  will  be  my 
duty,  however  inadequlitely,  to  found  a 
motion,  of  g^neril  indaence  still,  on  tho 
particular  pVayer  of  this  petition.    In  the 
mean  time,  it  is  not  for  me  now,  by  imma- 
ture discussion,  or  by  anything  like  anti^ 
oi{>ii!ion  of  questions  which  do  not  neces» 
airily  belong  to  this  petition,  however 
natunally  they    may    arise  out    of    it, 
to  disturb  that  unanimity  of  sentiment 
Which  I  trust  will  accompany  to  your 
fbble  the  prayer  of  this  great  and  high- 
minded,  though  patient  and  long-suffering, 
pdrtion  of  your  countrymeti.    But  this  I 
trust  I  may,  even  thus  early,  express  as 
my  firm  conviction-^A  conviction  which 
I  should  venture  humbly  to  urge  upon  the 
<H>nsideralion  of  the    petitioners   them- 
selves. Were  I  not  assured  as  1  am,  that 
they  already  feel  it  much  more  strongly 
than  [  can  possibly  express  it.   That,  from 
their  uniform  and  steady  conduct,  firom 
the  tone  and  temper  of  their  applications, 
every  reliance  may  be  placed  on  the  uiti« 
mate  justice  of  this  House.     But  that 
no  ffood  can  possibly  arise,   and  much 
mischief  may  be  apprehended,  from  what 
I  have  long  thought  the  fatal  mistake  of 
endeavouring  on  the  part  of  the  peti- 
tioners, to  make  terms  with  parliament 
&A  how  fiir  this  or  that  security  which  we 
mhj  think  fit  to  adopt  may  or  may  not  be 
eonsohant  with  their  particular  views  ot 
opinions  as  to  the  discipline  of  their  own 
church.    Let  us,  on  the  other  hand,  re- 
member that,  while  it  is  our  duty  to  legis- 
late for  all  the  subjects  of  this  empirei  it 
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would  be  weakness,  it  would  be  worse*  it 
would  be  want  of  candour,  to  negociate 
with  a  particular  class  of  them  [Hear, 
hear  13.  B^  petitions  conceived  in  a  spi  ri t 
like  that  which  oharacterises  ihe  peutfon 
now  before  you,  and  received  by  parlia- 
ment in  a  corresponding  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion, much,  peniaps  all,  ma^  foe  eftected 
towards  securing  general  satisfaction  and 

r^fmanent  union.    But  from  negotiatioii 
have  always  felt  that,  however  ardent 
may  be  on  both  aides  the  wishofmutaal 
accommodation,  from  negotiation  between 
two  such  bodies  as  paniament  and  the 
petitioners  no  good  can  possibly  arise» 
none  can  foe  hoped  for.    It  can  only  cnd^ 
for  the  petitioners,    in  bickerings  with 
parliament,  and    in  dissensions    amon^ 
themselves ;  it  can  only  end,  for  us,  ia 
lowering  the  value  of  the  boon  we  may 
foe  disposed  to  extend,  and  in  compromis-* 
ing  ourselves  by  stipulations  to  preserve  for 
our  own  establishments  those  terms  whidi 
we  already  have  within  our  power-o^voor 
petitioners  have  felt   this.    They   liav^ 
acted  upon  this  e6n?iction«  and,  in  so 
doing,  they  have ,  in  my  judgment,  acted 
Wisely,  dutifully,   and  well.     For  who, 
After  all,  can  reasonably  hope  to  Succeed 
in  treating  on  matters  like  church  disci- 
pline with  men  who,  on  these  very  sub* 
jects,  commence  with  differences  from  you 
which,  like  all  other  spiritual  differences^ 
probably  nothing  short  of  inspiratioo,  no- 
thing this  side  the  grave,  can  finally  or 
effectually   adjust.      Excepting    indeed 
they  foe  adjusted  by  community  of  educa* 
tion,  community  of  pursuits,  community 
of  privileges,  and  that  community  of  ha- 
bits and  of  feeling  which  education  pur- 
suits and  privilege  in  common  are  usually 
found  to  inspire.    For  our  consideration, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  this  remains.    Your 
petitioners    complain    that    they    suffer 
under  two  grievances— political  disquali- 
fication,   and   religious   obloquy.    That 
the  religious  obloquy  arises  mainly  out  of 
the  political  disqualification,  and  that  the 
political   disqualification   is  inflicted   on 
them,  not  on  account  of  any  political  te- 
nets now  imputed  to  them,  but  on  ac- 
count of  religious  tenets  only,—- in  other 
words,  on  account  of  certain  scruples 
concerning  which  man  is  responsible  to 
Qod  only  and  his  own  conscience;  but  at 
the  same  time  allow  me  to  say,  his  unsha- 
ken fidelity  to  which  gives  the  best  ear- 
nest he  can  give  to  the  state  of  his  re- 
verence   for   those  moral    and   religi- 
ous ofoKgationa  whicb  are  the  strength 
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ttid  cement  of  social  goyeromeiit  The 
political  diiqualificatioii  affects  your  peti- 
tionen  not  only  In  all  the  wortniest 
objects  of  public  ambition*  Its  effect  is 
felt  in  every  situation,  in  every  relation 
of  social  life.  It  pursues  them  even  into 
privacy  and  retirement;  it  marks  them 
out  as  a  sect,  a  cast,  set  aside  from  all 
communion  with  ourselves  in  all  the 
higher  rights  of  citizenship,  on  account 
of  some  dark  undefined  su&picions,  suspi- 
cions intolerable,  because  they  are  dark 
and  undefined,  and  it  is  thus  that  your 
]aw8,^n  as  fares  they  can  command  public 
opinion,  doom  your  petitioners  to  religious 
obloquy  also.  Englishmen,  Sir,  as  they 
are,  by  birth,  by  education,  in  feel- 
ing, and  in  blood,  but  doomed,  for  con« 
science  sake,  to  heavy  and  bitter  inca- 

gacities,  in  return  for  those  best  and  no- 
lest  of  virtues,  constancy  to  spiritual  opi- 
nions, and  jealousy  of  spiritual  rights,  they 
are  reducra  to  the  condition  of  Aliens  in 
their  native  land  in  all  respects  but  in  the 
right  of  property*  Ana  see  how  this 
right  operates.  They  may  inherit  pro- 
perty woich  they  have  received  from  toeir 
fathers,  together  with  their  faith,  but 
which,  in  many  instances  is  the  memorial 
to  them  of  years,  of  centuries,  of  unre* 
warded  valour,  loyalty,  and  merit.  They 
may  beoueath  property,  accompanied 
with  all  tnose  feelings  which  they  cannot 
&il  to  transmit  along  with  it,  feelings  of 
burning  anguish,  feelings  of  melancholy 
reproach  against  that  system  which  pre- 
cludes property,  rank,  virtue,  ability,  and 
xeal,  hereditarily  from  the  public  service 
—I  say  hereditarily ;  for  who,  aAer  all,  is 
there,  what  gentleman  is  there  in  an  as- 
sembly of  gentlemen  who  can  fail  to  re- 
cognize the  spirit  Which  would  animate 
him  if  he  were  the  representative  of  an 
ancient  and  distinguished  Roman  Catholic 
&miljr  ?  I  say.  Sir,  that  such  a  person, 
even  if  he  wavered  in  his  attachment  to 
the  faith  of  his  ancestors,  might  well  be 
expected  to  be  confirmed  in  it  by  your 
laws.  He  might  well  be  expected  to 
cling  to  It,  were  it  only  from  honourable, 
shame.  In  the  years  of  its  depresrion. 
Even  if  in  his  heart  he  rejected  its  tenets, 
and  subscribed  to  ours,  even  then  be 
might  well,  from  the  purest  feeling,  con- 
ceal his  chance,  until  a  more  liberal  policy 
diould  allow  him  to  avow  it  with  his  mo- 
tives unimpeached,  unsuspected,  unques- 
tioned. The  best,  the  noblest,  and  the 
purest  of  their  communion  may  thus  be 
deterred  by  your  laws,  if  by  no  stronger 
(  VOJUt  XXXIX. ) 
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motive,  from  conformity,  while  prosdytism 
to  our  faith  is  at  least  deprived  of  that 
pure  unmixed  credit  which  should 
strengthen  and  recommend  the  cause  of 
our  national  church.  At  all  events  this  I 
may   say   without  offence   and   without 

2uestion.  That  the  refusal  of  the  Roman 
latholics  of  your  country  to  embrace 
your  doctrines  is  made  a  test,  and  an  ho- 
nourable one,  of  proud  disinterested  inte- 
grity. Stripped  of  all  power,  of  all  influ- 
ence in  the  state  excepting  that  power  and 
I  influericeof  which  your  laws  cannot  deprive 
him,  the  power  and  influence  of  character, 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  noble  or  a  more 
interesting  spectacle  than  that  of  an  Eng- 
lish Roman  Catholic  gentleman,  endowed 
with  all  the  advantages  which  birth  and 
education,  and  perhaps  youth  and  talents, 
and  a  zealous  ambition  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, could  cast  around  him,  dispensing 
within  the  narrow  sphere  to  which  ^ou 
have  confined  his  virtues,  those  blessings 
which  Providence  entrusts  to  the  rich,  the 
powerful,  the  wise,  and  the  good,  for  the 
eeneral  benefit  of  their  country  and  roan- 
kind. 

The  petition  speaks  the  language  of  a 
body  of  men  long  known  to  you  by  such 
qualities  only  as  entitle  them  to  our  most 
tender  and  grateful  consideration.  The 
Roman  Catholics  of  England  have  been 
for  centuries  treated  as  persons  ill  affected 
to  the  civil  establishment  of  your  empire. 
And,  let  me  ask,  is  there  the  libeller 
who  would  now  so  describe  them  ?  And 
if  there  be,  I  ask  without  fear  to  what  pe- 
riods of  our  history  he  would  refer  to  sup- 
port such  a  description.  I  think  it  so 
happens  that  the  very  periods  to  which  he 
would  naturally  point  for  instances  of  their 
disaffection  may  be  quoted  as  containing 
the  strongest  illustration  in  support  of 
their  present  prayer.  I  mean  this :  and  I  - 
speak  it  from  authority.  That  in  no  in- 
stance were  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
England  ever  found  wanting  as  the  sup- 
porters of  your  empire's  glory,  and  of  the 
integrity  of  her  constitution,  but  when 
they  were  writhing  under  the  scourge  of 
those  penal  laws  which  deprived  them 
of  all  share  in  the  one,  and,  almost,  of  all 

{srotection  from  the  other.  Of  their  gal- 
ant  zeal  and  chivalrous  loyalty  under  a 
Protestant  government,  and  that  govern- 
ment none  of  the  mildest,  but  before  the 
enactment  of  penal  laws  against  the  Ca- 
tholic laity,  let  the  story  of  the  Armada 
bear  witness,  when  every  Catholic  arm 
in  England  was  raised  to  protect  their 
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queen,     their    emphaticallj    Protestant 
queen,  to  protect,   at   the  expense    of 
much   wealth,    aad   at   the    hazard    of 
excommunication  and  death,  this  Protes* 
tant  land, — against  what  too? — Against 
no  less  than  the  consecrated  banner  of  the 
pope  himself    [Hear,  hear!].     Let  the 
wiser  policy  of  even  those  yiolent  times 
testify  that  even  then  a  ver}'  important 
branch  of  the  iegtslature,  and  the  nighest 
posts  of  honour  and  responsibility,  both  in 
army  and  in  state,  might  be  safe^  laid 
open  to  them.    The  earl  of  Effingham, 
who  commanded  queen  Elizabetlv's  fleet 
against  the  popish  armada,  was  himself  a 
Koman  Catholic*    The  lord  Howard,  an- 
other Catholic  peer,  was,  at  the  same 
time,   lord  warden  of  the   Marches,  to 
hold    the   frontier   of  Protestant  Eng- 
land  against   Scotland;  part   Presbyte- 
rian, part    Catholic.      The  lord    Pem- 
broke, another  CathoUc  peer,  at  the  same 
time   was    governor    of  Dover  Castle, 
held    the  advanced  work  of  Protestant 
England  against  the  Catholic  continent. 
And  the  same  lord  Pembroke  had  held 
the  great  seal  of  England.    When  enfran- 
franchised,  and  before  penal  laws  had  di- 
vided our  country  info  political  sects, 
were  the  Roman  Catholics  enemies  to  the 
constitutional  safeguards  of  your  country's 
liberties  ?    Magna  Charta  they  gave  you ! 
The  integrity  of  your  laws  they  vindicated 
by  their  ever-memorable  protest  against 
popish  innovation,  and  the  Bill  of  Rights 
Itself  is  but  an  instrument  declaratory  of 
those  rights  and  privileges  which  you  de- 
rived   from    your     Catholic    ancestors 
[Hear,  hear!].    As  the  best  pledge  of 
their  attachment  now  they  point  to  his- 
tory, they  point  to  conduct,  they  throw 
in,  as  proof  and  earnest,  that  scrupulous 
faith,    that    nice    unblemished   honour, 
which,  by  the  oaths  which  you  prescribe, 
are  most  unfortunately  and  most  unjustly 
made  the  very  means  and  instrument  of 
their  disfranchisement.    Were  it  not  for 
that  fiiith  and  honour,  where  are  your  se- 
curities?   With  that  faith  and  honour  as 
your  securities,  against  what  is  it  that  you 
seek  to  protect  yourseltes  by  acts  of  ex- 
clusion ?     Sir,  1  present  this  petition  on 
behalf  of  the  English  Roman  Catholics 
only ;  and  that  for  many  reasons.    But 
principally  because  the  condition  of  these 
petitioners,  as  is  well  known,  is,  ia  many 
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partlcuhrs,  much  worse  than  eveo  that  of 
their  brethren  of  the  same  faith  in  IreiaikL 
But  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.    Let 
tlfe   petitioners   not    be  mi8under8tood« 
The  measure  of  justice  which  I  think  we 
are  bound  to  extend  to  them  caimot  be 
confined  to  one  class  or   description  of 
your  Roman  Catholic  subjects.  Whatever 
really  useful  measures  of  relief  are  in  the 
wisdom  and  humanity  of  parliament  to  be 
founded  on  this  petition  roust  be  for  the 
relieving  and  conciliating  all  within  your 
dominions  of  the  Roman  Catholic  persua- 
sion who  now  disdain  to /barter  reirgious 
scruples  for  political  power.    If  your  pe-* 
titioners,  pleading  in  their  own  behalf,  in- 
viduously  separated  their  interests  firon 
those  of  their  suffering  brethren  in  Ire* 
land,  I  can  onlv  say  that  deeply  as  I  feel 
the  strength  of  their  cause,  highly  ais  I 
admire  their  uniform  conduct  I   should 
feel  myself  to  be  a  still  more  ineffective 
advocate  in  their  cause,  than  even  now^ 
nor,  with  the  opinions  and  feelings  I  en- 
tertain, could  I  make  myself  the  humble 
instrument  of  laying  their  petition  now 
before  you.    But  on  the  other  hand,  if, 
from  the  pernicious  advice  of  some,  or 
from  the  irregular  zeal  of  others,  partial 
instances  may  be  adduced  to  throw  dis- 
credit on  certain  persons  interested  in  the 
general  result  of  a  Roman  Catholic  peti- 
tion, let  us  for  God's  sake  remember  the 
many  years  of  severe  mortification  and 
undeserved  restraint  and  insult  they  have 
endured,  let  us  remember  that  they  have 
feelings  and  passions  like  our  own,  and 
let  us  pardon  something  to  that  genuine 
English  free  spirit  which  is  restless  under 
restraint  and  proudly  jealous  of  suspicion. 
Let  us,  above  all,  remember  that  our  ob- 
ject and  our  duty  is,  by  certain  indulgent 
allowances  for   suffering   impatience,  to 
condltate  and  unite,  not  to  accuse  and 
alienate.    Every  law  which  excludes  any 
portion  of  your  subjects  from  the  public 
service  is,  pro  tanto,  a  positive  evil  to  the 
state,  and  can  be  justified  only  by  showing, 
clearly  showing,  some  greater  and  equally 
immediate  evil  against  which  by  such  law 
of  exclusion  you  protect  yourselves.    In 
this  spirit.  Sir,  I  hope  that  this  petition 
may  be  received.    To  the  humanity,  to 
the  wisdom,  to  the  justice,  of  this  House 
I  commit  it,  humbly  moving  that  it  be 
now  laid  upon  your  taUe   [Hear,  hear!]. 
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